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' • Curtis Blashtll 
• (center) and . 
- LorIn Sevin 
:Olght), students 
: at Portsmouth 
Mlddle School In 
• North Portland, 
: are involved in 
3he Ben Franklin 
• Middle School , 
; Prolect, which 
, teaches about 
: recycling. The 
prolect Is among 
- those adminls-, 
- tered by Envlro-
Corps, a program 
;within President 
' Cilnion's Arnerl-
Corps that Is los-
' ing federal 
, financing. 
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PAUL KILIAN(' JFIffhe Oregoniin 

Senators freeze out EnviroCorps 
iSPECIAL 
:REPORT 

Oregon 
*ill lose 
ilJout 65 
v.plunteers 
dffiliated 
1,1ith the 
AmeriCorps 
p'rogram 

By JOE FITZGIBBON 
For The Oregonian 

Eann Rains is passionate about 
AmeriCorps. 

That's why a U.S. Department of 
Agriculture decision to cut money for 
EnviroCorps, an AmeriCorps pro-
gram she has nurtured in Portland for 
two years, has her scrambling for 
answers. 

"It's really going to hurt agencies 
and groups that we've worked out 
partnerships v.rith," Rains said. 

Rains is the director of Enviro-
Corps, an AmeriCorps program that 
focuses on environmental restoration 
projects, primarily along the Colum-
bia Slough in North and Northeast 
Portland. 

• 
• 

Since 1995, EnviroCorps members 
have restored streambanks, organized 
neighborhood cleanups and involved 
40 nonprofit groups, schools and local 
businesses in environmental projects. 

But recently, the group, along with 
dozens of similar programs, lost finan-
cial support after some members of 
Congress refused to release rnoney for 
199'i projects. 

Sens. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, and 
Christopher Bond, R-Mo., ranking 
members of the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee, froze a $20 million 
appropriation, arguing that the Agri-
culture Department should not direct 
federal service projects. 

EnviroCorps received 85 percent of 
its grant money from the departinent 
to hire members and raised the other 

15 percent locally. 
"Senator Bond simply does not 

believe that money from one federal 
agency should go to another - in this 
instance, the Department of Agricul-
ture," said Leanne Jerome, press sec-
retary for Bond. "He suPports the con-
cept of community service but not 
funding it in this way." 

Agriculture Secretary Dan Glick-
man argued that the department was 
one of the first agencies to use Ameri-
Corps vohinteers. He said the mostly 
college-age workers improved or 
restored more than 400,000 acres of 
urban and rural lands and improved 
the lives of 1 Million citizens. 

Please turn to 
ENVIROCORPS, Page C3 
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atizat, 
for state 
M GOP lawmakers anticipate savii 
some lnstitutions, but opponents i 
By J. TODD FOSTER  
0( The Oregonian sraff 

SALEM — Ten years after the ' 
word — privatization — first surfat 
in the I.egislature, Republicans are SE 
ous this session about letting a privi 
company run a state prison. 

They'll have to get past Demoon 
and union lobbyists who think incarc 
ating felons is serious business, too se 
ous to tnist to an organization witl 
profit margin that might cause it to c 
corners. • • 

Oregon is in the first year of a decal 
long program to build seven prisons I 
$1. billion. The Department of Corr, 
tions estimates its 8,560, inmates u 
double to 17,750 by 2006. 

State Rep. John Minnis, R-Wood V 
',age:asks: Why not let a private comi 
ny build and manage one of the nv 

.prisons to see whether it can do it nic 
cheaply than the government? 

"We've taken on the attittide ti 
we're going to take on this prison expa 
sion program ourselves," said Minn 
chairman of the House Judiciary Co 
mittee. 

Senate Majority Leader Gene Dern. 
R-Salem, said, "It's worth an expe 
rnent." 

Hamby has : 
to save on ii 6 

■The Hillsboro stale senator has s 
Pacilic, a mobile prison and emplo 

By J. TODD FOSTER 
no )l flearInni:vi eliotr 
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Why Pay More 

For her part, Rains is scrambling 
to plug her candidates into other 
AmeriCorps programs. 

"We're doing our best to match up 
people we wanted in our program 
back in September with the North-
west Service Academy," Rains said. 
"Instead of having two teams of 
about nine volunteers, the best we 
can come up with will be one." 

Former volunteers call it the best 
experience of their lives. 

- "It opened my eyes to a veorld I 
would never have imagined," Rich-
ard_Melo said. The two-year Aineri-
Corps volunteer battled flood wa-
ters, worked with disabled children 
and educated young people about 
the environment. "It's heartbreak-
ing to meet people who want to 
work in this program and cannot."-

Ai particiRaling localions 

LAZERQUICK 
600-477-COPY r 

METRO/NORTHWEST 2M • ■ C3 :III. 

EnviroCorps: Volunteers help at-risk youth 
• • 

I 

• 

• 
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• ContInued from Page C1 
Lobbying efforts with the senators . 

failed, however, forcing the elemina-
tion of a number of operations. - 

The cutoff will affect about 1,000 
ArneriCorps workers and 300 sites 
nationally. In Oregon, about 65 posi-. 
tions won't be filled. 

Program directors called the deci-
•sion politically motivated. 

"It's absurd since Congress had al-
ready approved the funding," said 
Joel Berg, administrutor with the 
Corporation for NatiOnal and Com-
munity Service in Washington, D.C. 
"It seems clear that to save the en-
tire AmeriCorpe prograrns, it was a 
compromise the administration 
made." 

Some Republicans have criticized 
President Clinton's national service 
program since its inception in 1994. 

Last year, opponents jumped on a 
General Accounting OfTice study 
that revealed the average cost of an 
AmeriCorps . worker at $26,654 a 
year. 

. House Speaker Newt Gingrich, R-
Ga., called the program bloated and 
wasteful, labeling it "coerced volun-
teerism." ' • 

Supporters countered that as 
much as $9,000 of each member's ex-
penses is raised from private, local 
and state agencies. . 

To save the prograin, ArneriCorps 
Director Harris Wofford told Con- 
gress that he would cut expendi-
tures by about 40 percent, to $15,000 
for each worker, by 1999, 

In September,. Congress approved 
Clinton's request for $402.5 million 
to finance operations through 1998. 

For one year of service, each 
AmeriCorps participant earns a 
$7,600 living allowance and an edu-
cation award of $4,725: Part-time 
members earn $4,023 and an award 
of $2,363. 

After completing a year of service, 
members may use the college Sti•  

pend to continue their schooling or 
to repay college loans. 

About 25,000 AmeriCorps rnem-
bers are working in 438 ,conimuui-
ties around the nation. ; 

Stcve Hoar, a Newberg resident, 
spent a year helping 3,000 tribal 
members . on the Umatilla reserve-

.tion upgrade their fresh-water sys-
tem.. - • 

' wanted- to get some experience 
witle city planning and Use some of 
my talents to help : others," said 
Hoar, who has a degree in civil engi-
neering. "I think I touched the hves 
of hundreds of people because • I 
know they heuched mine." 

Program organizers said that two 
to three candidates apply for every 
available position. ' • 

"I've got a woman in North Caro-
lina who wants to join EnviroCorps 
and others waiting tables or taking 
temporary jobs waiting to get in," 
Rains said. "For the little stipend 
they receive, they're probably the 
best bargain around." 

In fact, she estimated that Enviro-
Corp workers — doing jobs such as 
tree planting, downspout disconnec-

• 

. A 4-year-oId boy was ejected and 
crushed when his family's van 
rolled over Sunday afternoon on In-
terstate 5 near Roseburg. 

Matthew Wallmann of Redmond, 
Wash., died at Columbia Douglas 
Hospital in Roseburg. 

His father, Peter Wallmann, was 
pinned in the front passenger seat. 
He died at the hospital Sunday 
night. 

Oregon State Police said the. hny's 
mother, Denise Wallmann, 37, was 
driving south when the van drifted 
into the center median, possibly 

- tions and habitat restoration — 
have saved the city about W(000. 

In the metropolitan area, Ameri-
Corps volunteers mentor at-risk 
youth, teach English language 
classes for nonnative speakers, as-
sist with weatherization projects for 
low-incorne residents, monitor 
drinking water in the Bull Run wa-
tershed and assist with dozens of en-
vironmental projects. 

They have been placed in such 
varied organizations as Salmon 
Corps, I Have a Dream Foundation 
and Partnership to Stop Violence 
Against Women. 

Barry Messer, a Portland State 
University professor who coordi-
nates AmeriCorps workers with 
local schools, said the cuts could 
cost him 20 positions. 

He compared volunteers.  efforts to 
those of their Peace Corps counter-
parts. . 

"We know that they can make a 
difference in kids' attitudes about 
their environment," Messer said. 
"Here in Portland, we've also seen 
them doing outreach work with kids 
who might have an interest in col-
lege and helping them get on track." 

when she fell asleep. 
Investigators said the van rolled 

several times before landing on its 
wheels in the traffic lanes. 

The mother and two other chil-
dren, Elizabeth, 11, and Andy, 9, 
were treated for minor injuries. 

The accident occurred at 12-.30 
pan. four miles north of Roseburg. 

Soutbbound lanes were closed for 
Pe hours. 

Peter Wallmann was wearing a 
safety belt, but investigators could 
not say whether the others in the 
van were. 

Van rolls on 1-5; father, son die 
• 

i . 
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Letters to the Editor, Fax: 294-4193 
John Killen, City Life Editor, Fax: 294-5023 
The Oreqonian  

(Note: Please print in Wednesday's or Thursday's paper if possible) 

16221 SW 104th Ave. 
Tigard, OR 97224 
503/231-6186 (W) or 620-0849 (H) 
February 18, 1997 

To the Editor 

l would like to let your readers know of a very recent development in the story of EnviroCorps 
("Senators Freeze Out EnviroCorps" in the February 17th issue of The Oregonian)_ An 
agreement has just been reached that will allow EnviroCorps, formerly a USDA-sponsored 
AmeriCorps program, to become a branch of Northwest Service Academy, which sponsors 
three other AmeriCorps programs in Oregon, Washington, and Montana. This agreement, 
struck between East Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District (an EnviroCorps 
sponsor) and Educ.ational Service District 112 in Vancouver (NWSA's parent organization), will 
enable us to field a team of nine members. The team will assist local community organizations 
and schools in developing and carrying out environmental education and restoration projects 
throughout the Portland area. Other USDA AmeriCorps programs in 43 states have not been 
as lucky, in spite of the USDA's best efforts to get Senate approval to fund them. 

This community has been very supportive as we have struggled with the issue of 
EnviroCorps's future. We thank our sponsors (East Multnomah SWCD, Metro, USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, and Portland State University) for their encouragement and 
their financial and in-kind support_ Thanks, too, to the schools, neighborhood groups, 
watershed councils, conservation districts, and city departments (Portland and Gresham) who 

have included EnviroCorps in their project plans for this coming program year. Because of the 

strong reputation EnviroCorps has built over the past two years, the dedication of our partners 
to sound resource management, and the faith of a group of young people who were willing to 
wait until our funding issue was resolved, EnviroCorps has survived. Ifs a great feeling to 
finally be up and running! 

~ ~~ c~—~ 

Eann Rains 
EnviroCorps Director 

• 

TOTAL P.04 
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iv' A. Rick Allen, Jay Toscano, CNCS 
Tom Amontree, USDA 

From: Joel Berg, USDA 

Subject: NBC News Storv on GAO AmeriCorps Report 

The local NBC affiliate in Burlington, Vermont just visited our Anti-Hunger Team 
project manager in Vermont to obtain on-camera comment about a Ieaked GAO report 
that allegedly calculates the costs of two of our AmeriCorps projects in Vermont. It 
is likely that the affiliate is helping out on a network story. 

Attached is one page from the leaked GAO report, with the headline "Site Visit 
Information." The chart includes costs for our Anti-Hunger and our Forest Service 
projects in Vermont, but not --- significantly enough --- for our Rural Development 
project, which has the lowest per-Member cost of the three. While it is too Iate in the 
day to produce exact budget numbers today for the Forest Service project, can clearly 
state that the overall S43,157 cost per Member and the S38,785 Federal cost per 
Member are both wildly exaggerated. 

For the Anti-Hunger Corps, can now state with certainty that the GAO costs 
are way inflated: 

GAO Cost Claim Actual Cost 

Federal Spending S32,912 $25,975 

Overall Spending $43,865 S34,571 * 

* Even in our accounting of overall cost, we include state and local spending --- which 
probably should be included as a benefit and not a cost. 

Additionally, the portion of the report leaked to us obviously ignores the 
attached cost-benefit analysis we previously provided to GAO. 

Lastly, in any official response, you should quote the attached editorial on our 
Anti-Hunger program from the Burlington Free Press, which states that the goals of 

the Vermont anti-hunger program "replicate those of many Washington fiscal 

conservatives." 
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cP  mato  
STATES  

DEPARTMENT  

Of AGRICULTURE 

ivAL% June 7, 1995 

• 

To: Carol Patey, GA0 
n 

From: Joel Berg, USDA d 

r 
Subject: Cost/Benefit Analyses of Some USDA AmeriCorps Programs 

We now have some limited cost/benefit analyses for USDA AmeriCorps programs 
that l hope you will consider including in your report. 

The USDA Forest Service has just calculated that its 236 AmeriCorps Members  
serving on Public Lands Teams performed at least $1.51 worth of service for each  
$1.00 that the American taxpayer spent to support such service. Although it is 
difficult to blend cost benefits from different Forest Service regions around the 
country, the cost-benefit figures are based on an average of the combined cost 
savings of all recreation projects completed. These costs included all Federal 
spending, including the Member stipends and educational awards. The Forest 
Service AmeriCorps Public Lands crews completed recreation projects for 51% less 
than similar projects completed by force account (if completed by Federal 
employees), and 68% less than similar services completed by contracted services. 
For example, in one area it cost AmeriCorps $64,185 to complete 53 miles of 
heavy trail maintenance. The same projects would have cost $126,000 by force 
account, and $212,000 if the services were contracted. 

The Clinch-Powell Resource Conservation & Development Council in Tennessee  
calculated that, in the first half _year of the program. USDA AmeriCorps Members  
managed by the Council performed $2.82 worth of service for each $1.00 that the 
American taxpayer spent to support such service. In the first quarter of the 
program, the four USDA AmeriCorps Rural Development Team Members, who are 
managed by the Council, performed approximately S2.73 worth of service for each 
$1.00 that the American taxpayer spent to support such service. As you can see 
from the attached chart the council prepared, if purchased on the "Open market," 
one service project performed by one Member would have cost an estimated 
$23,975 while another service project performed by three Members would have 
cost an estimated, $50,400, bringing the total value of the service performed to 
$74,375. The cost of the AmeriCorps Members, pro-rated to the four months 
period in which they performed the projects, was $27,272. According to the 
council's second quarter report, two Members, costing the Federal government 
$11,579, performed $26,629 worth of service. 



2 

Of course, these numbers do not add in the social and economic benefits of 
accrued by our society vvhen AmeriCorps enables its Members to continue their 
educations, serve as role models, improve the economies of their local areas, leave 
welfare for work, volunteer in their communities after the end of their service year, 
and/or help decrease crime. As you may know, such additional benefits were 
recently outlined a report released by the Corporation for National Service. 

I understand that your primary mandate is to report on the total costs of 
AmeriCorps, and not necessarily the benefits. However, it is clear that such 
cost/benefit information puts the costs to the Federal government in the proper 
context. If you have any questions about this information, please contact me at 
(202) 720-6350. 
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:::',Saving funding, food 
espectful, opcn-minded, community based, worthy. 

No, this is not the new creed of the Boy Scouts. These 
are some of the values ernbodied by the Vermont Anti-

. ungcr Corps, a prograrn to feed disadvantaged Vermont-., 
ers that is worth watching. 

: Thc year-old efTort is part of Presidcnt Clinton's AmeriCorps 
-services prograrn, his dornestic version of the Peace Corps. In 
exchange for a small wage and later money for college, volunteers 
work in comrnunity service projects. In this cast, the winners are 
hungry Vermonters. , 

Though the program is now a target for Washington's budget 
cutters, including the S850,000 that goes to Vermont's effort, its 
attributes are precisely what governrnent should be doing for 
disadvantaged people. 

N Respectful. The corps does not just give food away. Respect-
ing the people it serves, the anti-hunger effort joins with city 
recreation in St. Albans, for exarnple, and then provides lunch for 
the kids who come to swim. 

• Open-minded. The corps has tapped into whatever resources 
will feed whoever needs to be fed. Thc inmates' garden at the 
Northwcst Statc Correctional Center in St. Albans — already a 
provider of 30,000 pounds of food to hungry Vermonters each year 
— has betn a focus for one corps volunteer. 

I Community based. Far from using a federal know-it-all 
approacb, the corps devises local solutions to local problems. 
Many of the workers are volunteers, and the food is often grown at 
comrnunity gardens. 

The merit of this strategy is that the program's beneficiaries — 
often the rural poor — learn skills and develop systems that they 
can sustain themselves, without outside help. it also means the 
corps' work fits the community's needs. 

■ Worthy. Some of the program's local ideas rnay be dupli-
cated statewide, for example teaching proper nutrition to fur-
loughed prison inmates. The anti-hunger effort has also won 
Verrnont recognition and a chance to serve as a national model — 
":not by giving rnorc handouts but by building opportunity and 
responsibility among the people they are working with," said Joel 

. Berg, Agriculture Department director of national service. 
- These goals replicate those of many of Washington's fiscal 
conservatives, yet they do not place the corps above budget cuts. 
The federal governrnent's debt is more than 54.5 trillion, and 

:growing. ArneriCorps' status as a pet Clinton initiative makes it 
t particularly vulnerable. 

So are the people it serves. The prograrn's values are so .Boy 
Zcout-laudable, it deserves better. Its return on federal investment 
:is high, too, for the hungry and for the participants. 
- The state's Congressional delegation should help it survive. 
Z'vleanwhile Vermonters should continue to expand thc program's 
:volunteer supporters. Good ideas should survive no matter who is 
,npaying for them. 

r 



DRAFT 

February 6, 1995 

To: USDA AmeriCorps Members, Project Managers, and Facilitators 

From: Director of National Service, USDA 

Subject: Recent Public Development Affecting AmeriCorps 

Many of you have asked for copies of the President's remarks about 
AmeriCorps in the State of the Union Address, as well as news articles discussing 
whether the program will be continued. Both are attached, as is a recent speech by 
Eli Segal, who oversees AmeriCorps on behalf of the President. 

In addition, many of you have requested clarification about the kinds of 
activities AmeriCorps Members are allowed to engage in to generate political support 
for AmeriCorps. The following policy, based on advice given to USDA by the Office 
of General Counsel of the Corporation for National Service, will be added into the 
AmeriCorps USDA operations manual. 

"AmeriCorps Members are free to contact Members of Congress and 
other elected officials to express their support of --- or opposition to ---
AmeriCorps. The contact must be undertaken at his/her own initiative 
as a concerned private citizen and on his/her own time (not at the request 
of the AmeriCorps program or during AmeriCorps service hours). The 
AmeriCorps Member should be clear that s/he is speaking as a private 
citizen, but may reference the fact that s/he is part of AmeriCorps." 

Moreover, as long as Members are not specifically "lobbying" by asking others 
to specifically support or oppose AmeriCorps, Members should feel free to explain the 
AmeriCorps philosophy and the details of their own projects to anyone --- including 
the media, elected officials, family members, project sponsors, friends, and 
community residents. 

On a personal note, I look forward to meeting those of you l have not 
previously met as I travel to the USDA AmeriCorps sites throughout the nation. I 
know you are "getting things done" all across America as you promote community, 
responsibility, and opportunity. You should take great personal pride in the service 
you are performing, and never forget that you are making history every day as you 
build a new and exciting movement transforming the nation. 
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BY RAY WST1G-TME WASHMIGION POST 

National Service Carps 

I'd like to taik about s couple of other issues we have 

to deal with. I want us to cut more spending, but I hope 
we won't cut government programs that help to prepare 
us for the new economy, promote responsibility, and are 
organized from the grass roots up, not by federal bureau-
cracies...The very best example of this is the national ser-

vice corps, Americorps. 
It passed with strong bipartisan support. and now 

there art' 20,000 Americans, rnore than ever served in 
one year, in the Peace Corps (sic), working all over this 
country, helping people person-to-person in local. grass-
root.s volunteer groups, solving problems and in the pro-
cess, earning some money for their education. This is cit-
irPnship at its best. It's good for the Arnericorps mem-
bers, but it's good for the rest of us too. It's the essence 
of the New Covenant, and we shouldn't stop it. 

All Americans, not only in the states most heavily af-

fected but in every place in this country, are rightly dis-
turbed by the large nurnbers of illegal aliens entering our 
country. The jobs they hold might otherwise be held by 

citizens or legal imrnigrants; the public service they use 
impose burdens on our taxpayers. That's why our admin-
istration has moved aggressively to secure our borders 

-more by hiring a record number of new border guards, 

by deporting twice as many crirninal aliens as every be-

fore, by cracking down on illegal hiring, by barring wel-

fare benefits to illegal aliens. In the budget I will present  

to you, we will try to do more to speed the deportation of 
illegal aliens who are arrested for crunes, to better iden-
tify illegal aliens in the workplace as recomrnended by 
the commis.sion headed by former congresswoman Bar-
bara Jordan. We are a nation of immigrants, but we are 
also a nation of laws. It is wrong and ultimately self-
defeating for a nation of irnmigrants to per:nit the land of 
abuse of our immigration laws we have seen in recent 
years. and we must do more to stop lt. 

Lauding Successes 
Cindy Perry teaches second-graders to read in Ameri-

corps in rural Kentucky. She gains when she gives. She's 
a mother of four. She says that her service inspired her 
to get her high school equivalency Iast year. She was 
married when we she was a teenager. Stand up, Cindy. 
She was married when she was a teenager. She hlid four 
children, but she had time to serve other people, to get 
her high school equivalency, and she's going to use her 
Americorps money to go back to college. 

Steven Bishop is the police chief of Kansas City. He's 
been a national leader. Stand up, Steve. He's been a na-
tional leader in using more police in community poticing, 
and he's worked with Arnericorps to do it. And the crime 
rate in Kansas City has gone down as a result of what he 
did 
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Continued from Al 
guaranteeing Mexican loans in an 
effort to stern the crisis that has 
forced a massive devaluation in the 
peso. 

Indeed, the loan guarantees find 
little support from any point along 
the ideological or partisan spec-
trum: More than three-fourths of 
Dernocrats, Independents and 
Republicans oppose the idea. 

The Times Poll, supervised by 
John Brienn•n, eurveysci 1,363 
adults nationwide from len. 19 
through Jan. 21. The results have a 
rnargin of error of plus or minus 
three percentage pointa. 

Nothing is more intriguing ln the 
polling than the tension between 
the public's broad Ideological pref-
erences, which generally lean 
toward the GOP, and their opinions 
on specific issues, whlch often bend 
toward positions held by Clinton 
and Democrats. 

In a broad sense, the publlc 
emphatically endorses the Repub-
lican argument that government 
must be restrained. In the survey, 
nearly two-thirds said that they 
prefer a smaller government with 
fewq services, while just over 1 In 
4 wants "a larger government with 
many services." 

1„ikewise, the poll finds extensive 
support fiar the general idea of 
shifting power away from Wash-
ington: 7Q% of those polled said 
that stateand local governments do 
the best Job of spending tax dollars 
(just 12% endoraed the federal 
government). 

And Ole poll makes clear that 
many Americans have invested 
their falth in the new Republlcan 
congressional majority. Almoat 
twice as many ot thoee polled said 
that they expect to be better off 
than worse off as a result of the 
GOP takeover (though the largeat 
group,' almost 2 in 5, aald they 
expect no change in their condi-
tion). By a 35% to 31% count, those 
polled said that Republicans, rather 

, than the President, have the best 
ideaa for solving the country's 
problems. And most said that they 

, warit Clinton to compromise with 
the GOP rather than draw lines in 
the, sand against Republican Ideas. 

Several Republican priorities 
, drew substantial support in the 
' survey: Almost 7 In 10 aaid that 

they llke the GOP proposal to 
roluire three-fifths congressional 

i  approval for all tax increases; 
roLghly the same number endorsed 

' the line-nein vcto backed by both 
the GOP and Clinton; three- fourths 
backed the' GOP•driven ccinstitu-
tional amendment to limit congres-
sional terms to 12 years. 

'  Two other ideaa now on the edge 
ol the GOP radar also show 
strength; roughly three-In-four 

i 

t-cor 1 I McT-5 1/G19 

POLL: Backing for Clinton on Crime, Welfare and Taxes 

wanted to ban all racial preferences 
in hiring decisions. House Majority 
Leader Dick Armey's proposed 
17% flat tax draws 4O% support 
(48% oppose It), a atrong showing 
for an Idea not familiar to many 
Americans. 

But on an array of other specific 
choices, the public endorses posi-
tions held by the Democrats, 
according to the poll. Should Con-
gress have to specify where it 
would cut the deficit before passing 
a balanced-budget amendment? 
Congressional Republicans say no, 
but 88% of thoae polled said yes. 
Should term limits apply retroac-
tively to sitting membera of Con-
gress? Congressional Republicana 
generally say no, but, like the 
White House, three- fourths of 
those polled aaid yes. 

Many House Republicans are 
mobilizing for an effort to repeal 
the ban on assault weapons 
approved as part of last year's anti - 
crime bill. But two-thirds of 
Americans, including three-fifths 
of both Republicana and conserva-
tives, said that the ban should Pe 
maintained. Likewise, House 
?Speaker Newt Gingrich ( R -Ga.) 
has criticized Clinton•s national 
service program, which lets young 
people earn college grants by per-
forming community servlce. But 
more than 7 In 10 of those surveyed, 
including more than 60% of 
Republlcans rind conservatives 
iike it, 

tn tonight's State of the Union  

Address, Clinton Is llkely to con-
tinue his effort to contrast hla 
domestic proposals with the GOP 
plans. The poll tested attitudes 
toward thoae contrasting agendas 
by asking Americans to choose 
between the competing proposals 
in five distinct areas—but not 
identifying the alternatives as 
Clinton or Republican ideas. 

In all but one instance, thoae 
surveyed backed the Clinton alter-
native by margins of 2 - to- I or 
greater. And in most cases that 
aupport was consistent across 
racial, income, gentler and ideolog-
ical lines. 

On crime, 72% of those surveyed 
said thal they support the provi-
sions in last year's crime bill that 
funded prison construction, addi-
tional police officers arid preven-
tion programs; just 20% supported 
the idea, advanced by Senate 
Republicans, ot shifting all the 
preventlon money to pay for more 
prisons and police officers. More 
than 3 in 5 Republicans and 
conservatlvea—even 3 In 5 Repub-
lican men—preferred the existing 
approach. 

On welfare, President Clinton 
has proposed requiring reciplent.s 
to work after two years on the rolls 
but would provide public service 
jobs if none are available in the pri-
vate sector. House Republicans 
want to let states cut off recipients 
after two years without guarantee-
ing them a job. By 66% to 29%, 
those surveyed preferred Clinton's  

approach. A majority of both 
Republicans and conservativea 
preferred Clinton's policy. 

To try to reduce out-of-wedlock 
births, House Republicans want to 
cut off all welfare benefita to girls 
under 18 who bear children out of 
wedlock; Clinton has proposed 
instead requiring the mothers to 
live at home aa a condition of 
receiving aid. By 58% to 28%, 
those surveyed prefer Clinton's 
approach. 

On taxes, 55% backed Clinton's 
proposal of a deduction for college 
tuition and a tax credit for families 
with children anti incomes under 
$75,0O0; 23% back the llouse GOP 
combination of a children's tax

m credit for failies with incomes up 
to $200,000 and reductiona in 
capital-gains taxes. Americans in 
every income bracket, every spot 
on the ideological spectrum—
Democrats, independents, Repub-
licans, supporters o( Ross Perot and 
President George Bush in 1992— • 
prefer Clinton's approach. 

Only on Social Security did the 
public )lrefer the House Republican 
blueprint, with a 49% to 43% plu-
rality endorsing the contract's call 
to roll back Clinton's 1993 tax 
increase on upper-income sernor• 

On the question of "unfunded 
mandates," there is a similar colli-
sion between abstract preference 
and specific application. With )i.,i 
chambers considering legislation to 
restrict the federal government's 
capacity to impose obligations on  

the atates. nearly two-thirds of 
thooe polled said that they want to 
limit unfunded mandates. But 
larger majorities supporl two spe-
cific mandates on the states: 
requiring local governments to 
meet federal clean water standards 
by building sewage treatment 
plants and mandating local school 
districts to provide special educa-
tion facilities for mentally disabled 
students. 

In several respects, the poll 
found the publlc mood irnproving in 
the wake of last fall's election. More 
than a third of Amerlcans now say 
that the country is moving in the 
right direction, while 55% say that 
il is on the wrong track. Those are 
numbers hardly overflowing with 
optimism, but they ronstitute the 
most upbeat assessment of the 
nation s direction since last 
January. 

Attitudes about the economy are 
brightening more unambiguously: 
Nearly half of those surveyed said 
that the country is not in a reces • 
sion and just 11% said the country 
is suffering from a serious economic 
reversal. Those are the sunniest 
economic assessments of Clinton's 
presidency. 

Good feelings about the economy 
appear to be lifting some of the 
gloom over the White I louse In the 
survey, 51 % salil Itla 1 they approve 
of Clinton 's economic 
)ierForriia f Nun 43% in 
November. On foreign policy, 
Americans remain divided over  

Clinton's performance, with 46';', of 
those polled approving and 44'X 
disapproving Clinton s overall 
))erfiiriiiarì(•L won approval from 
54%, while 40'4 disapproved. 

Those are his best 
last spring. Since last fall. Clinton 
has registered his stiongest gains 
among independents arid 
moderates. 

Those numbers compare favor-
ably with the new Republican 
leadership. By a 41% 26',4 rount, 
Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole 
also enjoya positive fa vorability 
ratings. But House Speaker Ging• 
rich, who has been entangled in a 
series of ethical and policy disputes 
since election day, has quickly 
emerged as a polarizing and 
unpopular figure: Jug 26`,4 express 
favorable opinions toward Ging• 
rlch, compared with 39% 
unfavorable. 

What Clinton, Dole and 
Gingrich—and their allies and 
adversaries in both parties—share 
is the continued weight of obdurate 
public skepticism Trust in Con-
gress and the government in 
Washington remains ar,etnlc, with 
four-in- five AllICr leans expressing 
only some or very little And the 
public remains divided mi whether 
Clinton and the new GM' legisla-
tive majority arc offei mg true 
reform—with just as many remain • 
dents saying each side is offering 
-business as usual" as la lieve they 
are working for "fundamental 
change" in government 
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Year existed entirely on private funds. Corpora-
tions like Timberland and Reebok and many oth-
ers became sponsors. The first federal funding be-
came available in the Bush administration. 
Clinton's AnteriCorps added measurably to that 
and has made expansion possible. 

City Year alone, hy dispatching youths already 
trained, has opened programs in five other cities. 
Other groups, hke Habitat and YouthBuild, are  

—doing—the sante. 

SYDNEY H. SCHANBERG 

I wish the speaker 
would go 
look at 
these 
young 

people and see 
what they do. 

An aide to Speaker Gingrich, explaining his 
boss' opposition, said "it is a program thnt spends 
a lot of money for few benefits. This is an employ-
ment program, not national service where work is 
voluntary." I wish the speaker would ga look at 
these young people and see what they do. lf he'll 
agree, I'll personally take him to Boston and have 
him meet thern. 1 don't know if the experience wiU 
change his mind about funding the national pro• 
gram, but I'm willing to bet his spirits will be 
raised. 
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Pennies to Save Lives From the Trash Bin 
I REALIZE that Newt Gingrich has a right to 

speak any words he wishes — after all, he's 
speaker of the House. But. why is he so op-

posed to thinking before he speaks? 
This woek, for instance, he said the national ser-

vice prozram, the one called the domestic peace 
corps, should be abolished Completely because, in 
his opinion, "It is coerced voluntarism . . . It's 
gimmickry. 

Well, a lot of people have seen this "gimmickry"-
and almost unanimously they are impressed. They 
say it works. They include me. 

I've become familiar with Cit.y Year, one of the 
groups that inspired President Bill Clinton to create 
the federal service umbrella, known as AmeriCorps. 
Carnpaigning in Boston in 1992, he visited Ci ty Year 
and cameaway saying he wanted to use it as a model 
for a national program. A year lat.er, after shepherd- 
ing that model through Congress, he signed into law 
the National Service Trust Act of 1993. . 

Here's whnt it does. It put.s 20,000young volun-
teers to work all across the country in 350 nonprof 
it organizations, helping themselves and others. 
Tbe three-year goal is to expand the volunteer 
force to 100,000. 

The age group is 17 to 23. They come front every 
background — lvy League graduates, inner-city 
youths seeking their General Equivalency Diploma 
so they can make it to college, high school graduates 
taking a year oil' to do some good and learn comm• 
nity leadership skills, former gang members, single 
mothers, whites, blacks, Latinos, Asians. 

Does every young corps rnember turn into a win-
ner? No, not every single one. But. t.he success rate 
is very, very high. 

City Year, the group I've seen, was founded in 
Boston about six yeara ego by two Harvard Law 
School graduates, Alan Khazei and Michael 
Brown. They began with about 50 young people. 
Now they have more then 300. 

What they do is renovate old buildings, serve as 
teachers' aides and tutors in echools, fix up parks 
and playgrounds, provide assistance to the elderly, 
build food hanks and soup kitchens in church base-
ments, work with the homels and conduct schooi 
workshops on violence prevention and on drug and 
AIDS awareness. 

For the first three years of its exietence, City 

Te 1..-deral spending now on ArneriCorps is 
about $s00 million a year — hardly a burp in the 
nation& budget. Thousands of lives are being 
saved fruit the trash bin, thousands of young peo-
ple are Fetting on-the-job street training in (wing 
with selous social problerns. The volunteers are 
getting a lot out of it — and so are we as a nation. 

Since Gingrich objects to the spending, let us 
look at what  the volunteers  are_paid._ALCity Year _ 
originally, they got. about $100 a week. If they 
stayed tie full year, they receiverl an additional 
$5,000 lir cullege or job training. Those who had 
already inished college received a smaller bonus. 

Now ilder the AnieriCorps program, volunteers 
are expected to commit for two years, receiving 
$7,500 al- an annual living stipend and $4,725 a year 
townrd f irther education. Like every other taxpay-
er, I'm aware that a fair amount of government 
rnoney g-e.s wasted. But I've seen how this national 
service neoney is used. It's anything but a waste; it's 
a pure investment in the United States of America. 

The rason I've seen how City Year works is that 
one of ray daughters, Rebecca, is part of it.. She 
graduatEd from Stanford in 1993 and is in her see-
ond yearin the Boston program. The first year, she 
was a tern member. Now she's a leader of a team. 

Iler tesiun is as diverse as our nation has always 
been — 3rooks Emanuel from Atlanta end Jenny 
Evert frarn Minnesota and Joae Cermeno from 
Dorchaer out of Puerto Rico and Robert Hanna. 
ford fron North Quincy and Sherwin McCellon 
froin Lyrn and Darrell Greene from Mattapan and 
Natalie ?ierre of Trinidad and now Dorchester 
and Yesmnie Alvarado from Chelsea via El Salva-
dor and ,en Swartz from Hull. 

You'll ind them most. days at a school in Chel-
sea, one sf thoae struggling communities that ring 
Boston. "he school, housed in the tired Chelsea 
High Scl-ool, is called Early Childhood Program, 
which ru is from prekindergarten through the Bee. 
ond grotty. lf you sit for just. a few hours and ob. 
serve the City Year tearn members working with 
these 3- -o 8-year-old black and Latino and Viet• 
namese raid Cambodian kids, you will learn many 
things, n.t least of which is hove much these yolu n• 
teers are teeded. 

I sinewely hope the House speaker will visit 
them. 

-  
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Back to C 1 izenship 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich per-

formed a huge service for President 
Clinton last week. No, this isn't about 
that book deal. It's about Gingrich's 
attack on Clinton's national service pro-
gram. By forcing the prestdent to defend 
national service, Guigrich has given him 
a chance to shift the political debate 
from a moldy contest over "more" or 
less" government to one about pnor 
questions: What should government do 
in the first place, and what obligations 
do democratic citizens have toward each 
other? 
• The service program is certainly 
wortb defending in its own right, and the 
best arguments for it have been rnade 
over the years by conservatives. It's 
true, as conservatives have said, that 
bureaucratic charity is not the prefered 
solution to social problems. Far better 
to have citizens engaged in helping each 
other, person-to-person, and to do so 
through local, voluntanly established in-
stitutions. 

One of the most useful pieces of work 
done by conservative intellectuals over 
the last two decades was a 1977 essay, 
"To Empower People," by sociologist 
Peter l3erger and the Rev. Richard John 
Neuhaus. ihey argued that if govern-
ment relentlessly took over all charita-

ble fenctions, it would endanger skai-  

ety's 'Inediating structures"—the insti-
tutions created by families, communities 
and churches—that nurture individual 
virtue and "Mediate" between govern-
rnent and the individual. Government, 
they argued, should make strengthening 
these instituUons a central goal. 

That, roughly, is what the service 
program does. The volunteers for 
AmeriCorps, as the main service agency 
is called, do not work for a federal 
bureaucracy. They work for already es-
tablished local institutions that are try-
ing to solve problem& preventing crime, 
teaching literacy, immunizing kids 
against disease, helping the homebound 
elderly, curbing teen pregnancy. The 
main function o:_ the program's Washing-
ton arm, the Corporation for National 
and Community Service, is to monitor 
the programs—not for their adherence 
to bureaucrauc rules but simply to make 
sure they're doing broadly what they 
claim to be doing. 

Why spend any federal money on this 
sort of thing? Because the voluntary 
sector needs strengthening, and be-
cause federal inorwy ,pent supplement-
ing voluntary aetivities ha, a btg payoff. 
A lot of volunteer organizations are 
having trouble fuitimg people. Many par-
ents—both iN den ts —ie:cet,sanly spend 
su much time working and then eesing  

their kids that they don't have a lot of 
tinie left over. Eli Segal, who heads the 
service program, sees it as "an effective 
way of filling in the holes" in the volun-
tary sector and a recognition of "the 
chords that bind us together as a peo-

ple." 
This last point is why the broader 

argument raised by the service program 
is so important. The idea of democratic 
citizenship inherent in the program is 
the one idea capable of answenng the 
problems of two other ideas that are 
gaining currency in American politics: 
radical individualism and extreme multi-
cul t uralis in. 

Both ideas start at reasonable places. 
Almost all of us are individualists in that 
we value autonomy and freedom. But 
radical individualism suggests that we 
are completely free agents, thus deny-
ing the reality that our freedom depends 
on preserving a corimiunity that is civil, 
just, tolerant and nurturing ot the other 
values on which freedom depends. Apart 
froin such a conununity, freedom with• 
ers. 

Muluculturalists started out with the 
fair argunient that too Iittle attention 
wa, rid to the contributions, ideas and 
uiterests of groups other than affluent 
wlate males—women, African Anted-
cans, Hispanics, working class people  

and others. But pushed to the extreme, 
multiculturalists argued that the only 
forms of solidarity that counted were 
those within these particular groups. 

Those who value the idea of demo-
cratic citizenship argue, against the radi-
cal individualists, that preserving free-
dom is a cooperative enterprise that 
c.arries burdens of responsibihty. We 
can't just walk away from social prob-
lems. Against extreme multiculturalism, 
advocates of democratic citizenship ar-
gue that our sense of solidarity needs to 
transcend all our particularisms. Whites 
need to vindicate the rights of blacks, 
black.s the nghts of whites, men those of 
women and women those of men. 

The Clinton administration has been 
obsessed with its failure to "communi-
cate" its achievements to the American 
people. This is the wrong obsession. It 
implies that the American people are too 
durnb or too bamboozled by Republic.an 
propaganda to "understand" all that the 
president has been duing. 

What the adn ulustrat ion should worry 
about uistead is that it is losing the 
political argument. Americans have sur-
veyed what they see as a scnes of 
niesses--cnnie, family breakup, stag-
nating living standards for many in the 
middle—and a rnaionty has decided 
(tentatively) that the best way to deal  

with all of them rnay be for government 
to do little more than throw the book at 
crinunals. This is not the product of 
selfishness but a retreat from govern-
ment that is seen as ineffective, intru-
sive in the wrong places arid insufficient-
ly concerned with nurturing civic 
responsibihty. 

There is a corresponding retreat into 
enclaves. Suburbanites, to pick one ex-
ample, are tempted to give up on the 
inner cities, figuring they have enough 
problems of their own. Think of it as the 
suburban (or male or white) answer to 
multiculturalism. 

Clinton and the Democrats won't win 
the argument unless they reverse these 
trends. One worthy way of doing so is to 
preach the rewards—and the obliga-
tions—of democratic citizenship. A gov-
ernment based on this idea does not 
pretend to have all the answers. Still 
less does it claim the nght to replace the 
civic institutions of a free people with its 
own. liut neither is it an indifferent 
government, because it recogiuzes that 
govermnent either strengthens or rs:ips 
the ability of citizens to live together, 
solve problems and accept their moral 
obligations to each other. ln this telling, 
government is not some alien stnicture 
out there. lt becomes the realm of us all. 
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Americorps designed to complement armed forces - 
. 

- 
::,....„„..... Americorps offers an opportunity to 

with the lirnes-Union's recent get things done for their country. _ 
editorial charging that Americorps Arnericorps' cornniitrnent to wofk : 
darnages military recruiting. il---- - in partnership with our arrned 1 

The armed forces offer far greater services has resulted in major ‘ 
benefits than national service. Military t .. . , prograrns that it operates with the '; ! -, 
salaries are much higher than the • . .;„ 3/.. \-\.• 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs ' 
minirnurn wage allowance of and organizations such as the 
Arnericorps rnernbers. 1 4, 4 • - National Coalition for Homeless 

As was noted in the editorial, — s,,,-4---\ , , ' -,- 
-, 

Veterans. 
"college tuition of $20,000 to $30,000 , , / 1  '", ',- . Arnericorps is designed to . 
can be earned for an Army hitch.' -,. complement, not detract frorn, the 

, ..,, great work of the armed forces. Arnericorps' rnaxirnum education A , 1. 
r ..i).,, . . 

award for a year of service is $4,725. ,, i.,--...3:-.: = Protecting freedom at horne and 
ln fact, the Arnericorps award was abroad, our rnen and wornen in . 

set significantly lower than GI bill The prograrn was designed so as not uniforrn give all that a nation can ask 
awards in recognition of the greater to irnpair military recruiting and to of its citizens. 
sacrifice rnade by those who serve in reflect the diversity of citizens Inspired by that greater sacrifice, 
our armed forces. Moreover, under seeking to serve our nation. Arnericorps mernbers work with . 
the national service law, veterans are Arnericorps meets its much smaller communities to solve basic problems4 
encouraged to join Arnericorps and need by drawing from a larger get results and reap the opportunities , 
earn its benefits without diminishing recruiting universe, including people of our free society. . r 

, 

those earned while in the military. of all ages, people with disabilities 
More than 2 million recruits • and rnany others who do not meet DAVID C. JOlfiE, 

currently serve in our arrned forces. the requirernents for military service. Arlington, Via. 
Americorps fields 20,000 members. Each year, Army recruiters turn , • . ,1 

, _ . . ) 

,c))--ci -1 Al--
As an active supporter of the away rnore than 100,000 people who •-

% . .......---
Amencor  national service program   want to serve but fail the physical '' : 
and former chairrnan of the Joint 0 .. , P exarnination. For many of them, - 
Chiefs of Staff, I strongly disagree 

P. A 



PUBLIC LIVES 

Bowling for Virtue 
Kill the welfare state, but save national service 

BY JOE KLEIN 

W
EEKS LATER, LIBERALS REMAIN MYSTIFIED BY NEWI 

Gingrich's inaugural speech to the House of Representa-
tives. Why all the compassionate talk about the poor? (No 

Democrat could get away with that.) Has Gingrich changed his 
stripes? Has he moved to the center? Become a statesman? In a 
word: no. Hes been talking this way for years, outraged by the 
violence, anarchy and-despair in the slums — which he believes 
are largely caused by liberal programs. He wants to eliminate the 
"bureaucratic welfare state." He wants to replace it with ... 
charity. He really means to do this. He proposes a "Wesleyan 
revival," in which virtuous Americans would feel morally rein-
vigorated, and give time and money to uplift the poor. "If every 
American spent three hours a month helping someone who 
needed it," he said last week, "a lot of these 

Gingrich, as always, offered a reading .. dates—things Washington requires the 
list: "The Tragedy of American Compas- states and cities to do," says Eli Siegal, the 
sion," by Marvin Olasky, which chronicles • director of Americorps. "We're the exact 
an explosion of charitable giving in the late opposite: a funded nonmandate." The 
19th century. He might easily have added - states decide whether to participate, and 
Gertrude Himmelfarb's new book, "The which local programs to fund. There are 
De-Moralization of Society," which argues now about 20,000 young people working (at 
that Victorian attitudes toward charity— minimum wage, while repaying $4,725 in 
and poverty—were not only admirable but college loans per year of service) in 350 
quite successfuL Such views are easily _ nonprofit programs nationally. 
mocked. Dickens trurnps Himmelfarb. But -_2_ --_, -- Last week, I called around to various 

..one wonders_What Dickens Nould have -,;, --1-..4rivate groups yviinveber:! using the vol-
f ' done with JoyCelyn Elders, Doini:Shalala i-lunteers,--and theirieriartOiere uniformly 

and your local, insensate welfare office. -:;.:. ' -:.'enthusiastic rThey'veciiiiie into the com-
Poverty seems more desperate, intractable ' --. munity and done far more than we asked or 
and amoral now than it did a hundred years .:,  „,.....•,,....-„----,z!,,,,, am p;  Huisracky jg. -.,- expected," Says Dawn Taylor of the Storm-
ago — when, as Himrnelfarb shows, rates of Beleagwieei Niriime for society? • -r.break Youth Shelter in State College, Pa. - _ ., .,:4.4.--.,,Air,, . -• - pauperism, crinie and illegitimacy were in . :. -7-,.....:.-,.,i., ,-.. , -  ' (which' rim& among other things —Newt 
steady, long-term decline. The old ways 7 a society- ' . ConsBrvatiVeS . should note—a group home for troubled teens). 
wide insistence on moral behavior and exemplary - `Their job is to tutor the young people, but they're 
acts—may be the best way to lift the poor. But there . se' em to want not content with that- They've helped with fund-
is a problem: the Victorian charitable explosion oc- Victorian raising telethons and lots of other programs," ex-
curred at a moment when living standards were panding the scope of charitable activities in the coun-
soaring and when there were far fewer distractions. cluIrity, but ty. `They are so enthusiastic and energetic. And 

•We dont seem to have the time, or the inclination, who has • there are a lot more ways we'd like to use them, if we 
for altruism anymore. - could." Unfortunately, she cant: Americorps volun-

Indeed, we seem to be moving in the opposite the time? teers cant supplant existing public employees, a reg-
direction: the number of volunteers for groups like ulation that Republicans should jettison if they 
the Boy Scouts and Red Cross has plummeted in the last 20 years. choose to continue this program (There is no reason why nation-
PTA participation is way down. The fraternal orders are waning. al service shouldn't bite off great chunks of the civil service.) 
Even bowling leagues are in decline—people prefer to bowl But the Republicans may not continue it. "I am totally, un-
alone — Harvard professor Robert Putnam writes in an elegant equivocally opposed to national service," Gingrich says. "It is 
article for the Journal of Democracy. Putnam attributes these coerced voluntarism ... It's gimmickry" These are spurious, 
phenomena to several factors: less time (women go to work now), knee-jerk argurnents. National service is induced—not co-
increased mobility (people are less likely to put down social roots) erced—voluntarism, just as his tax credit for charity would be. 
and of course—television. Gingrich disagrees. He believes the And, gimmickry? As if term limits and halanced-budget amend-
aggrandizement of the bureaucracy has made families and com- ments weren't polyester legislative shortcuts. Programs that 
munities less relevant. "People don't go to PTA meetings," he work are miracles, not gimmicks. There will be a fight over this. 
says, "because they don't like professional bureaucrats telling But expect the House Appropriations Committee to follow the 
them how useless they are. When you emasculate citizens, you speaker's lead and kill national service—which seems the politi-
cant expect them to be very enthusiastic about participating." cal equivalent of drowning a puppy. -- - 

. 
) 

problems would disappear." "Everyone talks about unfunded man-gEll• 

) • 

/ • 

- - 

But even if you empower citizens — as Gingrich might say — 
Putnam's other factors wont go away. This isn't the 19th century. 
And where's Wesley? If the welfare state is to be scrapped and 
privatized, civil society will need steroids. Gingrich wants a tax 
credit for charitable contributions. Fair enough. But more will be 
needed. No doubt, state and local governments can "nonprofii-
tize" many services—that is, pay private charities to do things 
formerly done oy bur eaucrat& There is no reason social workers 
need to be pubIic employees. But perhaps the most creative — 
indeed, virtuous—role government can play would be to provide 
charitable institutions with a steady stream of young, altnnstic, 
energetic, exemplary (and cheap) workers. In fact, a government 
program recently has begun to do just that, and with great 

. . - promise: national service. 

26 NEWSWEEK JANUARY 23, 1995 
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HEADLINE: Hey, Newt, quit picking on Americorps 

BYLINE: Jesse James 

BODY: 
I will get things done for America to make our people safer, smarter and 

healthier. I will bring Americans together to strengthen our communities. 
Faced with apathy, I will take action. 

Faced with conflict, I will seek common ground. Faced with adversity, I will 
persevere. I will carry this commitment with me this year and beyond. I am an 
Americorps member. And I'm going to get things done." 

Twenty-three thousand energetic, mostly young people have taken that oath and 
are in fact getting things done in hundreds of communities across the country 
including Dallas. They are the members of President Clinton's national service 
program, Americorps. 

The Americorps participants work full- or part-time at community agencies for 
minimum wage. They can work up to two years in one of four areas: education, 
environmental protection, public safety, or health and human services. In 
return, they receive $ 4,725 annually to help offset college or vocational 
training costs. 

Mr. Clinton introduced one Americorps member during his State of the Union 
address last week. A high school dropout who had gotten married and had four 
children, Cindy Perry has since received her high school equivalency certificate 
and will use her Americorps money for college. 

In mentioning Ms. Perry, the president was sending the strongest possible 
message that his national service program not only will change communities for 
the better, it also will improve the lives of those who are lending a hand. 

Mr. Clinton is touting the year-old program because House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich and other budget-conscious Republicans have targeted it. Mr. Gingrich, 
in a recent interview with Newsweek, put the administration on notice: I am 
totally, unequivocally opposed to national service. It is coerced voluntarism. 
. . . It's gimmickry." 

Nonsense. The members aren't coerced. Members come to the program primarily 
because they want to help their communities. If they didn't, they wouldn't work 
for minimum wage. And, excuse me, but $ 4,725 didn't go too far toward getting 
a college degree the last time I checked. 

Individuals voluntarily sign up for our armed forces and the Peace Corps 
because they want to serve. Our military personnel are paid for their 
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service, and rightly so. Peace Corps volunteers are paid a stipend as well. 
Americorps is no different. So what is the gimmick? 

Still, Republicans like Sen. Charles Grassley of Iowa are critical of the 
program because, he says, it seeks to federally bureaucratize voluntarism, 
thereby standing the concept on its head." In truth, only 100 people work for 
the Corporation for National and Community Service, which administers the 
program. 

Americorps is a model of decentralization. A third of the program's funding 
is doled out to several national nonprofit groups, while the remainder goes to 
state commissions. The states in turn award grants to local organizations, 
which recruit and hire the Americorps members. Locally, the Greater Dallas 
Community of Churches has hired 49 people to tutor, teach alternatives to 
violence, improve access to health care and reduce hunger. 

The decentralized aspect of the program is what prompted 16 House Republicans 
to send a letter to their colleagues in 1993 asking them to support legislation 
establishing the program. The president's proposal is structured as a 
Republican would have structured it, and . . . it deserves broad Republican 
support," the letter said. 

Mr. Grassley also claims the program is too expensive, arguing that the 
per-member cost is at least $ 30,000. Yet the head of the Corporation for 
National and Community Service, Eli Segal, says the annual expense is actually 
less than $ 20,000. That includes a $ 7,200 living allowance, the $ 4,725 
scholarship and roughly $ 7,000 in health care, child care and other 
administrative costs. 

All told, Americorps is expected to cost $ 1.5 billion during the next three 
years. Sure, that sounds high at first. But let's consider the benefits of the 
program like immunizing 104,000 Texas children, as 80 members did, or 
providing a second chance for kids who have been on drugs or dropped out of 
school. No other single program can buy as much for the money. 

That is the kind of cost-benefit analysis Republicans ought to be doing. 
That is the kind of cost-benefit analysis that can get things done in this 
country. 

Jesse James is an editorial writer and columnist for The Dallas Morning News. 
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CONGRESSIONAL PEACE CORPS ALUMNI & ELI SEGAL 
WELCOME AMERICORPS MEMBERS TO CAPITOL 

E1i Segal, Assistant to the President and CEO of the Corporation for National Servicc (CNS), will be 
joined by a bipartisan group of U.S. Representatives who once served in the Peace Corps, to welcome 
four AmeriCorps Members and the Kansas City, MO Police Chief to the U.S. Capitol on the day of the 
President's State of the Union address. The five will be guests of the White House for the address. 

"These members of Congress come from both sides of the aisles and all walks of life. What they 
share is a personal knowledge of how service builds character while it rebuilds communities," said 
Segal. "Likewise, these AmeriCorps Members come from all across our country. This 'domestic Peace 
Corps' has enabled them to give a hand to their communities, and get a hand paying for college. Taking 
responsibility and earning opportunity — that is what AmeriCorps is all about." 

WHO: The Honorable Eli Segal, Assistant to the President and CNS CEO; 
Representatives Mike Ward (D-KY), Christopher Shays (R-CT), Tony 
P. Hall (D-OH), James T. Walsh (R-NY), and Sam Farr (D-CA). 

They will be joined by Kansas City, MO Police Chief Steven C. Bishop; 
and AmeriCorps Members Laron Field from Kansas City, Missouri; 
Cindy Perry from Simpson County, Kentucky; Colin Yost, from 
Portland, Oregon, and Philip Wu, originally from Staten Island, New 
York, now living and working in Miami, Florida. 

WHAT: News Conference 

WHERE: House triangle, U.S. Capitol 

WHEN: 2:00 p.m. Tuesday, January 24th, 1995 

WHY: To introduce the AmeriCorps Members and Kansas City Police Chief who will be 
guests of the White House at the State of the Union address, and for Congressional 
Peace Corps alumni to comment on their support for AmeriCorps. 

AmeriCorps is the new national service program created with bipartisan support in 1993. Through 
AmeriCorps, Americans of all ages and backgrounds eagage in educational, environmental, public safety, 
and human service and earn awards of nearly S5000 per year to help pay for college or job training. To 
date, nearly 200,000 peopk have expressed an interest in service. 

AmeriCorps is not a mandate for states, communities, or individuals: it is a voluntary partnership with 50 
states and 450 community organizations around the country, including the Red Cross, Children's Health 
Fund, tbe YMCA, and the New York Police Department. AmeriCorps Members work as partners with 
teachers, pastors, and police ofricers who are already improving our communities. 
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Remarks of Eli J. Segal 
"Strengthening the Partnership" 

December 6, 1994 
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Welcome everybody. A special welcome to the folks 

here with us for the first time, our State Commission chairs 

and the representatives of the new Governors. 

I'd like to begin with a story . . . 

A few weeks ago, I travelled to South Philadelphia to 

visit a tremendous YouthBuild program there. It's a real 

model for building up low-income housing in the streets, 

and building up lives in the community. On the walk over, 

an elderly man named [John] Ryan introduced himself as a 

ward committeeman who'd served in South Philly for thirty 

years. He knew my name, and he knew all about 

AmeriCorps. Because he had served in the Civilian 
• 

Conservation Corps 60 years ago. 
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Mr. Ryan and I went to YouthBuild and met with four 

people in the program. I talked to the kids a little bit about 

their great work, which they seemed plenty eager to get 

back to. But then I introduced Mr. Ryan and when he 

started to talk about his experiences a half century earlier, 

the eyes of those AmeriCorps Members locked on to him, 

their bodes froze, and they connected like long-lost family. 

Together they talked about what service meant to them: 

contributing to their communities, taking responsibility for 

themselves, and doing their families proud. And When I 

casually asked Mr. Ryan whether he still had his CCC 

uniform, he paused, pulled out his wallet, and dug out his 

enrollment card from the Civilian Conservation Corps. 

The year was 1935. 
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I tell that story to help all of us see the forest through 

the trees: National service is special, and it unites people 

like nothing else. Service helps our communities become 

whole. And it helps each of us as individuals become whole 

as well. 

But if Mr. Ryan speaks to our collective conscience, 

he also speaks for our collective doubt. This man brought 

memories from 1935 to forge a bond across four wars and 

eleven Presidents with people one-quarter his age. We have 

to ask ourselves: Will the young people serving today be 

able to stretch the ties that bind to the year 2055? And 

unlike the CCC that ended with World War II, will 

AmeriCorps grow as they do? 



-4 

If our uncertainties are high, for me the hopes are 

higher still. We have a lot to be proud of in 1994. Not 

long ago, national service was just an inspiring promise of 

an obscure Governor from Arkansas . But with President 

Clinton's leadership, we have taken AmeriCorps from the 

poetry to the prose. 

Today, there are 20,000 diverse AmeriCorps Members 

in the streets of America. 

Today, there are 47 state commissions tapped into a 

powerful network of grass roots groups. 

Today, 91 percent of the American people like the 

idea of AmeriCorps. More and more are seeing us succeed 

every day. 
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So we should be very proud. As I told the President a 

few days ago, we owe much of our success to the close 

partnership arnong the people in this room. But now is not 

the time to rest on our laurels. A successful start-up is a 

case study, not a success. The real test comes in roll out: 

to spread what works, correct what doesn't, and make 

AmeriCorps an integral part of American life. 

The November elections only make this work more 

urgent. It's true that some in the new congressional 

majority just dismiss national service. 
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But there are many who strongly support AmeriCorps, 

and many more who like the idea, worry about the details 

and are waiting to see the results. And if we don't deliver--

getting things done, building community, and encouraging 

responsibility, all in a cost-effective manner--if we don't do 

that, we can all go home. In fact, if we don't do that, we 

will all be sent home. 
• 

I used to ask people to imagine testifying before 

Senator Nancy Kassebaum of Kansas. Well, I won't ask 

you to imagine that any more. I'll ask you to prepare. She 

is a tough but fair Senator, yet a year ago, she said she 

feared AmeriCorps would become, quote, "too costly and 

too bureaucratic." We have got to allay her fears--every 
- 

single day. 
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It will be a challenge. But we should welcome the 

challenge as an incentive to excellence. After all, our 

theme today is partnership, not partisanship. The 

partnerships in this room today can yield partnerships in 

Congress for years to come. 

But in the very next year, we'll face two fundamental 

challenges. Let me focus on those. 

The first is raising quality. Throughout this process, 

we've consciously focused on making AmeriCorps better 

rather than making it bigger. That's a political imperative, 

because Congress won't stand for a weak program. But 

quality is also a moral imperative, because Americans 
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deserve better than make-work assignments, bored 

participants, and wasted dollars. Americans deserve a 

program working block-by-block, neighborhood-by-

neighborhood, truly changing America. 

Let me name three things we mean by quality. 

First: Getting things done. AmeriCorps has to be about 

doing real work, meeting serious needs, and demonstrating 

clear results. We have to show that this thing works--with 

higher test scores, lower crime rates, more kids who are 

immunized, fewer houses that are unsafe. 
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You'll hear a lot about getting things done today and 

tomorrow. For now, it means results. And it means a 

recruitment and retention plan which emphasizes both 

diversity and careful matching of skills and experience. 

And it means a strong fundraising plan which emphasizes 

community buy-ins. 

Second: Quality means a compelling Member 

experience. Customer satisfaction is the term they use in 

business, and businesses with unhappy customers close up 

shop. Every Member should be able to recommend 

AmeriCorps to a friend. 
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AMERICORPS TEAM WORK: The Woodward AmeriCorps team watches as national director Joel Ber 
saws wood in a windbreak east of Sharon Wednesday afternoon. Berg visited the group at work restor-
ing the tree shelter planted in the 1930s on land owned by Walter Adams. Team members are, from left, 
Tony Lovelace, Alva; Jeana Freeman, Woodward; Sally Williamson, Gage; Mike Clark, Mooreland; and 
Justin Charboneau, Woodward. 

(Photo by Nancy Seher) 

education after the team member's 
term of service. 

1930s by the Works Project 
Administration. Last year they 
received one of six awards for 
Outstanding AmeriCorps 
Environmental Project. 

The Woodward team is clearing 
wood and brush in a half mile-long 
break on Walter Adams' land east 
of Sharon. They also work on a 
windbreak near Buffalo. 

Berg connected AmeriCorps and 
conservation in general. "People 

By Nancy Seher 
Staff Writer 
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around here, I think, take for grant-
ed that the Dust Bowl is a thing of 
the past, but it is because we have 
conservation," he said. 

"ArneriCorps can get things done 
that are critical," Berg said of the 
program's projects. "To have a crew 
spending a year doing this is unusu-
al," but the program is tailored to 
the needs of each state and commu-
nity, he explained. 

Berg said that people of all polit-
ical backgrounds support the pro-
gram. "It's a common sense 
American view." 

Berg said that AmeriCorps mem-
bers are not replacing volunteers in 
the work that they do. "A year of 
this is back-breaking work and they 
get basically minimum wa e Most 
here (on the Woodward team) will 
use the educational benefits in some 
way." 

Tho nropram provides financial 
'F; or vocational 

LeRoy Tull, assistant state con-
servationist and director of the 
Oklahrima teams, visited with the 
Woodward team on Adams' land 
Wednesday, also. He said that last 
year the three western Oklahoma 
teams worked on 45 shelter/wind-
breaks totaling 20 miles in length. 
They planted 10,000 trees in the 
windbreaks and another 50,000 in 
Oklahoma coinmunities in the areas 
where they were located. 

Adams said that, although he 
was only four years old at the time, 
he can remember the bbilding of the 
terraces for the windbreak on his 
land. "I remember seeing those guys 
with the shovels!" He also remem-
bered that a bridge built on another 
part of the property at the same time 
uncovered a safe stolen from 
Sharon. 

AmeriCorps Director Visits Area 
states to see team members in 
action. 

Last week Berg stopped in 
Kansas. Helping Woodward team 
members clear dead wood in a 
windbreak east of Sharon 
Wednesday, Berg was visiting his 
third team in Oklahoma since 
Monday. And tomorrow he will 
travel to Claremore to see a conser-
vation education team. 

All three teams in western 
Oklahoma work on revitalizing 
windbreaks planted during the 

Joel Berg is Director of National 
Service at the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. As chief of the 
AmeriCorps program, he is making 
his second tour of field teams dur-
ing the program's sccond year in 
existence. 

In the first year of the program, 
Berg visited AmeriCorps teams in 
30 states. This year he is touring 45 (See Director on page 3) 

Jim Shearheart of the Soil 
Conservation Service, director of 
the Woodward team, estimated that 
another two weeks of work will 
complete the project there and the 
team will concentrate its efforts on 
work in Buffalo after that. 

Members of the Woodward team 
are Mike Clark, Mooreland; Justin 
Charboneau, Woodward; Tony 
Lovelace, Alva; Jeana Freeman, 
Woodward; and Sally Williamson, 
Gage. 

(Continued from page 1) 
to attempt to determine if Short 
could have been killed by one of the 
other escapees, one of whom 
escaped after being transferred to 
Oklahoma State Penitentiary in 
McAlester and reportedly killed a 
man while he was free. 

Wyscaver had no idea how long 
it would take to positively identify 
the remains. 
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Buster Dean / Chronicle 
Jam Alderson, left, and Bennie Billington Sesquicentennial Park. The project is part of a 
spread grass seed while AmeriCorps Houston plan to beautify areas along the bayou and 
workers plant grass along Buffalo Bayou in control erosion. 
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Forest Service and Fish and 
Wildlife biologists face a major 
problem when trying to establish 
stable populations of warm water 
game fish in rnan-made 
reservoirs. High numbers of 
juvenile fish are eaten by the 
larger fish, mainly due to lack of 
cover and shelter to protect them 
from predators. One proven 
solution is to build protective 
structures for those fish. Various 
materials are used, ranging from 
old Christmas trees to brush 
cleared from timber stands.. The 
structures act very much like a 
coral reef or dense weed bed, 
providing protection and 
corridors for the fish. 

Americorps crews had the opportunity to help build 
new structures such as these, as well as to improve 
existing ones, to benefit largemouth bass and other 
warm water species in the Applegate Reservoir. The 
crews saw the projects through all stages: cutting 
znanzanita to build the structures, hauling the bushes 
into the lakebed, drilling the holes for the cables, 
and securing the new structures on the Iakebed. 
Working with the help of biologists, an estimated 
four thousand pieces of manzanita were placee. 
coating much of the upper Squaw arrn of Applegate 
Lake with ideal habitat until they attain a size 
where they are not so heavily preyed upon. 

Later, corps members will go back and check how 
well the structures are working by snorkeling in the 
area, or trying out their luck with a rod and reel. 
These structures coukl be a blessing or a curse for the 
fishermen at the reservoir. They can mean more fish 
to smart fishermen, or more objects to snag their line 
on. 

Project 
Highlights 

fisheries habitat 
y-Tk Gio. 
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A es- lieratio,.. 
Ay generation? You're kidding 

me, right? What I see of my 
generation is a quite a few 
enthusiastic young adults making 
America a better place to live by 
participating in the Americorps 
program. There are slackers in 
my age group, but unfortunately 
there are slaJers in every age 
group. 

18-24 is a difficult time in life. 
It is a time for new beginnings. For 
many a time to start breaking 
away from family to become more 
independent and start thinking of 
the dreaded adult world. Some 
think of college, some think about 
jobs, and still others think about 
starting families of their own. 

The first two options crossed rny 
mind a thousand times, the third 
I didn't want to cross my mind. I 
was becoming quite distraught 
with the thought of rising college 
tuition costs and how I really 
didn't have any applicable 
experience that viotild lielp me 
get a job that paid higher than 
minimum wage. Soon the thought 
of living with my parents for the 
rest of my life scared me like 
nothing else has. I ran, I didn't 
walk, down to the employment 
t-Lleertcy to find a job, any job. 
' And there it was, the 
Iti.iericorps brochure. I picked it 

r...o
d began to read. As I read on 

, fught it was just a little to 
to be true. Room and board is 

• 
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ivided for a small fee. A living 
3tipencl, health insurance, and an 
educational award for $4,725 
(once 1812 hours of service are 
completed) are part of the 
program, too. You have your 
choice of fields: environmental, 
public safety, hurnan services, o‘ 
education. I had always 
preferred the outdoor lifestyle to 
the every day hustle of city life, 
so the environmental division 
called my name. 

7I'd rather wake up In the 
rraddle of nowhere than In any 
city on earM.” - Steve McQueen 

We are how in the third month 
of the first year of Arnericorps' 
existence. Much time and energy 
went into the planning stages. 
There were endless forms, 
proposals to write, loop holes to 
deal with, and trips back and 
forth to Washington D.C. to 
convince those government types 
that the Americorps program 
deserves as much funding as 
possible. 

Everyone should realize what 
has been accomplished and what 
is done daily to keep Americorps 
running. Americorps doesn't only 
benefit those who are members; 
it benefits all people who will be 
affected by the projects. 

The Rogue River Americorps 
began on November 1, 1994. If 
everything runs as planned, we 
will have completed the first 
program by early September of 
1995. 

There are many Americorps 
crews all over the United States 
doing various types of work to 
improve life as we know it, and 
"Get things done." Nationwide 
there are about 20,000 members, 
32 of which are based in the 
Rogue River National Forest. 

I really hadn't realized just 
how much the Rogue River 
National Forest Americorps has 
accomplished, as a whole, until 
now. I hope everyone else takes 
time to reflect and be proud of the 
things we are getting don( I look 
forward to every minute of every 
day to come in the next few 
month* with Arnpri,--



Food banks running on empty Food banks' 
stock off, 
demand up 
By Richard Wolf /97 
USA TODAY 

/Oh 3/9 ? 
Donations are down, and de-

mand is up at the nation's food 
banks this year, threatening 
their ability to help millions. 

Second Harvest, a nonprofit 
charity that runs most of the 
nation's food banks, says de-
mand has risen 15% in a year, 
while supplies are down 5% 
over two years. 

The combination has caused 
some food pantries and soup 
kitchens to close, reduce their 
hours or ration supplies. 

"Some of our food pantries 
are empty for the first time," 
says Lisa Carr of Catholic Char-
ities USA. 

The rising demand for food 
stems largely from cuts in the 
federal food stamp program. 
Last year's welfare reform law 
cut $27 billion in projected 
spending over six years. 

Nearly 500,000 able-bodied 
adults without children began 
losing food stamps in March. 
More than 900,000 legal immi-
grants who are not citizens lost 
food stamps in September. 

At the same time, donations 
to Second Harvest continue to 
drop. That's largely because 
technological advances in the 
food industry mean less waste. 

"Food banking lives on the 
dark side of the food industry. 
We get the mistakes," says 
Tina Osso, director of Shared 
Harvest Foodbank in Fairfield, 
Ohio. "Unfortunately, theyre 
making less of them." 

Some food banks are bat-
Uing back, replacing lost dry 
goods with fresh produce and 
fish, staging more food drives 
and gleaning unpicked crops. 

"It's right out of the Old Tes-
tament," says Dave Krepcho of 
Daily Bread Food Bank in Mi-
ami. "We literally get hundreds 
of volunteers, go out into a 
cornfield, and pick fresh corn." 

Volunteers 
forced to get 
`very creative' 
By Richard Wolf 4  3 
USA TODAY/ohrn 7 

ELIZABETH CITY, N.C. — 
The waiting room in the front 
of the Albemarle Manna Food 
Bank is more crowded than the 
warehouse out back. 

In the front, hungry people 
such as David Davenport and 
his infant son, Dustin, shuffle in 
at 11 a.m. for plastic bags of 
groceries. 

In the back, Bill Beck and 
other volunteers fill the bags 
from near-empty shelves with 
what passes for a day's rations: 
a can of Vienna sausages, two 
tiny plastic cups of apple sauce, 
pretzels, cookies, candy bars 
and a bottle of Gatorade. 

"We haven't had soup in 
here for oh, gee, a month," 
Beck says. "We have to get cre-
ative, very creative." 

The laws of supply and de-
mand have not been kind this 
year to the nation's food banks. 
The nonprofit banks, number-
ing about 200, rely mainly on 
more than $1 billion worth of 
surplus groceries a year from 
the food industry. 

The banks distribute the 
food to 50,000 agencies serving 
the hungry. 

But with supplies down and 
demand up, the food banks 
have provided the pantries, 
soup kitchens and homeless 
shelters with less and less nutri-
tious food. , 

Those agencies, in turn, 
have reduced what they pro-
vide to the nation's most vul-
nerable citizens. 

There are plenty of vulnera-
ble citizens in Elizabeth City 
and the 15 counties in north-  

eastern North Carolina served 
by the Albemarle food bank. 
One in five people here lives 
below the federal poverty line, 
about $15,000 a year for a fam-
ily of four. 

The food bank is typical of 
those across the country. It 
serves 76 agencies, up from 63 
last year. In the past three 
months it has received 209,000 
pounds of food and distributed 
263,000, including what it al-
ready had in the warehouse. 
Much of its warehouse is emp-
ty. Too many of the remaining 
boxes contain sugary cereals 
and snack foods. 

The food pantry out front 
gave out 1,581 bags of food this 
summer, up from 1,245 last 
year. Last week it was out of 
milk, canned fruit, tuna fish  

and baked beans, and it was 
down to its last can of Spam. 

Migrant workers no longer 
are served; lunch bags are giv-
en out only Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 

As a result, about 20 hungry 
souls head for the soup kitchen 
at Tabernacle of Faith Church 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. 

"They get mad with me," 
says the Rev. Oliver Robinson. 
"I don't have enough food to 
give them." 

At the end of the food chain 
are folks such as Davenport. 
The 29-year-old husband and 
father worked for 12 years at a 
garden center before injuring 
his back and losing his job. Un-
able to make ends meet on his 
wife's part-time salary, he has  

applied for food stamps. 
"Most times, I eat one time a 

day now," he says. 
Nina White, 47, does the 

same thing. She lost $120 in 
monthly food stamps this sum-
mer as a result of federal cuts. 

White is allowed to visit the 
food pantry once a week for a 
three-day supply. "1 run out in 
between, but I just do the best I 
can," she says. 

The cuts in the federal food 
stamp program have caused 
demand for free food to swell 
nationWide. 

The number of clients has 
grown 38% in Harrisburg, Pa.; 
37% in Newport News, Va.; 
20% in Springfield, Mo.; and 
10% in Detroit and Nashville. 

New technologies in the food 
industry have cut waste and  

overstocking, making it more 
difficult for Second Harvest's 
national network of 185 banks 
to keep shelves full. Supplies 
are down 15% in Cleveland 
and 10% in Tulsa. In Oregon, 12 
pantries have closed, nine have 
reduced hours and 27 have fur-
ther rationed customers. 

The combination of less wel-
fare and less waste has left 
food banks and pantries to for-
age for food wherever they can 
find it: 
►Albemarle gets deer from 

area hunters, peanuts and pota-
toes from local farmers, and 
squash and carrots from a pris-
on garden. It takes tuna from 
North Carolina's Outer Banks 
after it has been tested by the 
New England Aquarium. It 
pays to have food shipped from 
food banks as far as Maryland 
and Pennsylvania. 
►Montana's food pantries 

tried to get dead cattle, but the 
federal government blocked 
the program. They tried to get 
wild game and buffalo, but that 
effort has become a political 
hot potato. In the meantime, 
customers are getting angry, 
and some pantries have in-
creased security. 
►The Maryland Food Bank 

in Baltimore is trucking in fro-
zen salmon from the Pacific 
Northwest and gleaning sweet 
potatoes from area farms. In 
addition, director Bill Ewing 
says, "We have a food drive go-
ing on almost every waking 
moment of the day." 
►The Middle Georgia Com-

munity Food Bank in Macon is 
trying to raise money to set up 
a traveling cannery for 
gleaned produce. For now, sup-
plies are down 20%, and the 
biggest local donor is Frito-Lay. 

Says the Rev. Mason Davis 
of Macon Baptist Association 
Pantry, "You can't live off po-
tato chips and crackers." 

► Supply and demand, 1A 
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By Karen Tam. AP, lor USA TODAY 

Going hungry: David Davenport, 29, and his son, Dustin, wait for groceries at Albemarle Manna Food 
Bank in Elizabeth City, N.C. 'Most times, l eat one time a day now,' Davenport says. 
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Federal program turns 
once wasted crops into 

meals for the needy 

- 

By Scott Pickering 
Think of them as modern-day Robin Hoods — with a few, 

subtle differences. 
'They' are Americorps workers, young adults who 

' earn money for college by doing manual labor on 
behalf of iRezetrel6l government. 

What they do — there are three in Rhode Island. 
— is travel around the state, taking from the "rich" 
and bringing gifts to the "poor." The rich in this 
case are the produce-rich, the farmers whose 
fields are teeming with acres of vegetables, much 

of it unusable for the consumer market. 
The poor are literally the poor, those who depend 

upon homeless shelters, soup kitchens and social 
service refuges to regularly provide meals, sustenance, 

sanity and life. 
These Americorps workers (again, there are three of 

them in Rhode Island) drive from farm to farm and gather 
up baskets, bushels and armfuls of leftover produce — 

produce that is too small, too big or slightly bruised and 
cannot be sold in the market. They take corn and 

potatoes, squash and zucchini, tomatoes and beans. 
By the truckload, they drive the baskets, bushels 
and armfuls to area shelters and to soup kitchens. 

, From there, the food is given to the needy. It 
is sliced up, buttered, put in the oven or on the 

grill, served on plates or devoured by hand, often 
within a one-day period. Thus, in less than 24 hours, 

' the food usually goes from vine and field to plate and 
stomach — a shorter turnover than the majority of 
supermarkets can offer. 

The operation, given the national title "Summer 
of Gleaning," has been taking place all this summer 
throughout Rhode Island. This is the first time it has 

taken place in this state, so-there have been some 
rough spots. Establishing a regular schedule with farmers 

has been difficult; convincing farmers of their group's good intentions 
sometimes more difficult. 

But the operation has begun to work, and the results are measured 
in tons: 30,000 tons of produce, picked from local farms and given to 
local shelters. 

"It's been very successful," said Patricia Seites, program coordinator 
with the US Department of Agriculture's Farm Service Agency. 

Ms Seites has overseen the project, but a majority of the work and 
daily organization is done by the three Americorps workers. All three 
of them — Christine Lavallee of Uncoln, a senior at St Anselm's College 
in New Hampshire; Stephanie Magnan of Woonsocket, a recent 

See PRODUCE, page 2 
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Brian (above) is absolutely giddy over the fresh corn he's about to cook up at Lucys 
Hearth, a Middletown refuge for abused women and their families. Looming large as 
one of the gleaning program's biggest contributors is farmer Stephen DeCastro (top right). 
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§yracuse University graduate; 
and Armin Graf of West 
Greenwich, a recent University of 
Rhode Island graduate — have 
adapted to a chaotic schedule that 
has them darting around the 
state, essentially at the beck and 
call of the fanners. 

"We really opened ourselves up 
to the farmers to call us whenev-
er they want," said Ms Lavallee, 
who this week went back to 
school in New Hampshire. 

The Americorps team has no 
other choice than to come when 
called; they risk losing the pro-
duce to the farmer's plow or to 
other natural scavengers if they 
do not. 

In the East Bay, one farm has 
called more often and been a more 
consistent contributor than apy 
other. DeCastro Farm, located off 
East Main Road in Portsmouth, 
has regularly opened a portion of 
its fields to the Americorps team. 
The team has "gleaned" — gath-
ered from the fields — loads of 
zucchini, mountains of squash and 
piles of cabbage from the 
DeCastro farm. 

"The DeCastros have just been 
tremendoua supporters," said Ms 
Lavalled. - 

However, the DeCastros have 
not been the only contributors. 
The Arnericorps team has gath-
ered food from farmer Edward 
Jerome in Ilverton, the Carvalho 
potato farm in Portsmouth and 
from Coll Walker in Little 
Compton. 

Why have the farmers been so 
willing to give away their pro-
duce? Stephen DeCastro answers 
that with a "why not?" 

"We dont have to do anything," 
said Mr DeCastro. "4 dont have 
.to do one thing."-

The DeCastros, and other 
farmers, are 'benefiting because 
areas of their fields are cleared for 
free. And the crop the farmers 
are giving up is crop they have 
already given up on anyway. 

The Americorps team is typi-
cally invited into a field after it 
has already been picked through 
by the farmers. All the food con-
sidered acceptable for the market 
has already been removed, and 
the remaining crops are consid-
ered "seconds," or second* quality. 

However, everyone connected 
with the operation will defend the 
integrity of second-quality pro-
duce. Second quality, they say, 
means the food has small blemish-
es that would keep the average 
consumer from buying it. 
' "It's still edible, but we cant 
put it out," said Mr DeCastro. 

The zucchini may be too big, the 
corn a little too §mall. The squash 
may be too square, or the cucum-
ber a little bruised on one end. 
For whatever reason, the veg-
etable will not sell in the average 
supermarket or farmstand, 
where consumers endlessly pore 
through their vegetables, squeez-
ing them, shaking them and final-
ly selecting the brightest, shiniest 
and most perfectly shaped of the 
bunch. 

MANCHESTER 

Americorps workers Stephanie Magnan, Armin Graf 

and Christine Lavallee (from left to right), with project director 

Patricia Seites (right), gather squash from a DeCastro Farm field. 

to the MAX. 
Borrow up to 95% of your home's value!* 

Want to maximize your Home Equity Credit, while 

minimizing your interest charges? Get EquityMAX, 
the incredible, new Home Equity Line of Credit from 

Peoples Credit Union. It features one of the highest 

loan-to-value ratios anywhere, an incredibly low rate 

for the first year; and Prime Rate for the remainder 

of the loan.  
Some Home Equity Credit Lines offer you a high 

borrowing limit. Others offer you-a great, low rate. 

Only EquityMAX from The Peoples Credit Union 

offers you both! 
Call us at (800) 498-8930 for more details. Or 

stop by and apply for your EquityMAX credit line 

today. And take your home equity credit to the MAX. 
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Gleaning program saved 30,000 tons of produce 
much as the shelters can distrib-
ute, and still tons of edible food is 
chopped up and returned to the 

., .,... soil. 

‘..1-% 
"If we rescued 30 tons, that's • 

- iiit... probably only a fraction of what 
every year goes to waste," said 
Ms Lavallee. 

I V 

',.

, Another local recipient of the 

at ligs:: 
• program is Lucy's Hearth, a 

4 .7..2-,.)-, 
1  Middletown shelter for battered 
- women and their families. Betty 

. t' . • .
04

 Wright, director of Lucy's 
', V.. r • 4 , Hearth, said the fresh food has .. 1 ..> been a blessing, especially in lean 

. _ times. She added that many other 

. t Jr" 
. 
. 4. i 

. 
benefactors regularly contribute 
to the shelter, but the Americorps 

r 1 program has been a new and wel-
comed addition this summer. 

. 4 ,1_ 
.The women who find shelter at 

Lucy's Hearth take turns cooldng 
the evening meals for everyone. 
Ms Wright said the new produce 
has been a big part of another 
charitable donation — free week-
ly lessons ' by Lisa Kenyon, who 
teaches the women new and dif-
ferent ways to cook the food. The 
fresh food and the fresh ideas 
have gone hand in hand. 

Givers also receive 

o application fee 
No points  

. No closing costs 
No annual fee 
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Home quity Credit 

002 OMUM MOO 
ORO IMMO OBEID 
000 ODOM MOMO 
UOUBOODDOOMOM 
CEO= Ma LIMO 
UMW OMB MUUM 
IMUO

m
 0013

U
 ileum 

DOUIROMMO 
IMMO MEMO OM 
MOO 0030 
MUM OMUO OMO 

OR0 UMO 

oo 

* ' 

t 
L. _ ) - 

k ¢4 
;¥ • 

1.414, 

- 
A 

breakfasts five days a week and 
distributes food through a food 
pantry and other charitable orga-
nizations. 

"This is good food," said Ms 
Martin, echoing what was said by 
the others. And it's fresh food. Just as the homeless and hun-

"We dont usually get fresh gry have benefited from the pro-

food," she said. Naturally, the gram, so too have the givers. 

vast majority of typical donated The Americorps workers do not 

foods are canned goods and per- receive a salary, but at the end of 

ishable items. Fresh produce is the summer they are given a 

like gold. stipend of about $2,400, to be used 

the Martin Luther King Center in "This is picked that morning for college tuition or to repay col-

Newport, which serves free hot and it's brought right. here," Ms lege loans. The Americorps pro-

Martin said. "Having something gram itself is a President Bill 

fresh really makes a difference." Clinton project that was initially 

What would happen to the food cut from this year's budget, but 

if it were not gleaned by the was later reinstated. 
Americorps team? Nothing. Aside from the financial bene-

Typically, the food is trashed — fits of the program (which they 

plowed under and chopped up as eaxn for working 40-hour weeks), 
fodder for the next growing sea- the Americorps workers also say 

son. they take a measure of satisfac-

So giving away the food is no tion in their duties. 
burden on the farmers. The "It's nice, because we see peo-

Americorps team is saving what ple directly receiving our pro-

would be destroyed anyway-, and duce," said Ms Lavallee. 
what they save is only a portion of For their part, the farmer§ also 

the discarded produce that is out benefit. After giving away their 

there. The teams takes as much produce, they are given a written 

as it can, gives to the shelters as receipt by the Americorps team, 
documenting exactly how much 
food was donated. A stack of char-
itable receipts should be helpful 
come tax time. 

But, of course, tax breaks are 
not all they get. 

"What they're doing with the 
produce is a good thing," said Mr 
DeCastro. "If there's something I 
can db to help someone, I'll do it." 

He and many others already 
have. 

"This is very good stuff. 
Sometimes it's got little, brown 
spots on the outside, but there's 
nothing wrong on the inside," said 
Ms Lavallee. 

"I wouldnt want to give to 
somebody what I wouldn't use 
myself$ Ms Lavallee continued. 
"95 percent of this is perfectly 
good produce." 

Perfect or not, the food is glori- 
ous to Jane Marthif. Ms Martin is 
chef and food service manager for 

We're 

725% __ APR 

for 
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year 
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Team maps rural 
part of county 

Starr McDaniles and Darlene 
Ivarson attract some attention as 
they drive slowly through rural 
Adams County townships and 
study each building. 

People ask if they're out looking 
for mushrooms or if they're lost 
and need help. 

Sometimes the situation is re-
versed. "We get flagged down and 
asked for directions," Ivarson 
said. 

Whether they can answer the 
question or not, they're working to 
r - • • sure people get to the right 
, xi in emergency situations. 

McDaniles and Ivarson are part 
of a five-member AmeriCorps 
team "mapping" each building 
and its address throughout Adams 
County. They're taking the first 
steps toward an enhanced 911 
system that automatically sup-
plies an address for the emer-
gency site. 

The crews first mapped existing 
addresses for homes and buildings 
in the county's 13 incorporated 
villages and some townships. 

"It lays the groundwork to as-
sign addresses to everybody in the 
county," said Mark Warren with 
Klingner & Associates. "All ad-
dresses will be street-style ad-
dr, like in Quincy." 

's tedious and time-
consuming. It requires a great 
deal of concentration," said crew 
member Bob Gillespy. "After a 
while my vision blurred from 
marking little houses on the map 
and looking ahead, then going 
back to check stuff." 
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CLEANUP CREW: Omahan Chad Helmke and Dianna Waters of Lincoln scoop glass in a parking lot at Omaha's Zorinsky Lake. They are in their second wed. in the 
AmeriCorps environmental program. 

RH0NDA STANSBERRY/ THE W0RLD-HERALD 

Serving Their Country 
Youths Earn, Learn in AmeriCorps National Service Program 

human needs and the environment. 
Helmke will be one of 20 people on Nebraska's 

AmeriCorps-USDA environmental team. Craig 
Derickson, project director of Team USDA, said 
five-member teams will work in the Omaha area as 
well as three others — Lincoln, Norfolk and 
Tecumseh. 

Also under the AmeriCorps umbrella is the 
Nebraska Commission for National and Community 
Service, which will employ 23 people to work with 
youngsters between ages 10 and 15 in schools 
throughout the state. 

Those who wish to apply may contact one of nine 
community action agencies, the Office of Dispute 
Resolution in Lincoln or one of six mediation centers 
throughout the state, said Fayette Carpenter, interim 
director. 

The community service commission focuses on 
youths, Ms. Carpenter said, but "there will be no 
upper age lime for the volunteers. 

"They must be at lea.st 17 and cannot have dropped 
out of high school. They also must have a high school 

diploma or agree to earn a high school equivalency 
degree," she said. "And there are no income 
guidelines. This is not a poverty program. It applies 
to everyone." 

In addition, AmeriCorps has absorbed VISTA, a 
well-established anti-poverty program. 

Seventy-five volunteers be hired for the three 
Nebraska programs, AmeriCorps spokesmen said. 
Iowa will have 158 positions, said Jody Heuberger, 
state program coordinator. 

Helmke, a part-time student at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln majoring in nalural resources, said 
he wasted no time applying when he heard about the 
program. 

AmeriCorps programs are in various stages of 
readiness, project directors said. Marilyn Anderson, 
the Omaha AmeriCorps project supervisor and 
Helmkes immediate supervisor, said she had one 
more position to fill as late as last week. 

Helmke said he believes his 10- to I2-month 
AmeriCorps stint "will be a great resume builder and 

Please tum to Page 31, Col. 1 

BY RHONDA STANSBERRY 
WORLD-HERAL0 STAFF WRITER 

0 mahan Chad Helmke has staked out a future 
in natural resources. And to gain experience, 
he is turning to ArnenCorps. 

Helmke, 21, looked for work with the U.S. Park 
Service but was unsuccessful. He said he considers 
himself lucky, though, to have worked for the U.S. 
Soil and Conservation Service, the Papio-Missouri 
River Natural Resources District and now 
AmeriCorps. 

Volunteers in the new national service program 
receive fieldwork experience in addition to a living 
stipend, personal health-care benefits and, upon 
compleuon of 1,812 hours of work, a $4,725 
educational award. The award may be applied to 
student loans or college tuition. 

AmeriCorps was launched earlier this month by 
the Clinton administration. Nationwide, the 
domestic service corps expects to enroll 2.0,000 people 
in programs geared toward education, public safety, 



AmeriCorps Summer Gleaning Projects 

California (Rural Development) will use six Members in Watsonville and King 
County to provide fresh produce to over 5,500 people. 
Contact: Toni Symonds (916) 668-2025 

Connecticut (Rural Development/FSA) will conduct a joint project using four 
Members that will serve at least 100 needy families and enhance the 
relationship between local farmers and community food banks. The Connecticut 
project will focus on the Hartford and New Haven areas. 
Contact: Richard Burke (RD) (413) 253-4319 

Vincent Majchiers (FSA/CT) (860) 285-8483 

District of Columbia/Northern Virginia (Food and Consumer Service), under the 
leadership of the Congressional Hunger Center (CHC), will Lmplement a gleaning 
and perishable food rescue program in Washington, D.C. and the Northern 
Virginia area to provide meals and fresh produce to residents of the District 
(through the D.C. Central Kitchen) and Arlington (through the Arlington Food 
Assistance Center). This project will utilize three Members, who will work as 
an adjunct to the District of Columbia's existing USDA/AmeriCorps Anti-Hunger, 
Nutrition, and Empowerment Team. 
Contact: Joshua Yates (CHC) (202) 547-7022 

Georgia (Rural Development) will provide 2 Members to work closely with the 
Atlanta Community Food Bank in accomplishing the first-ever food rescue 
project associated with the Olympic Games. This project anticipates providing 
approximately 25,000 meals to city distribution centers every day during the 
event. 
Contact: Donnie Thomas (RD) (706) 546-2171 

Illinois (FSA) will, with the addition of only two new AmeriCorps Members, 
expand its gleaning project in Mason County to include most of Southern 
Illinois, resulting in a program that will provide the local soup kitchens and 
food banks, which serve a total of more than 8,500 people daily, with an 
additional 5 tons of produce. 
Contact: Rod Atterberry (309) 543-2852 

Indiana (Rural Development) will focus on providing nutritious foods to 10 new 
"Kids' Cafes" (that serve low-income and homeless children), spearheaded by 
the efforts of six AmeriCorps Members who will coordinate both food rescue and 
farm gleaning efforts in rural and urban areas. Terre Haute and Indianapolis 
are the main focus areas for the Indiana project. 
Contact: Kelly Barmann or (317) 290-3104 

Sharon Zapata 

Iowa (FSA) will use three Members in the Model City area of Des Moines (A HUD 
Enterprise Community) to establish a gleaning and food rescue program that 
will also emphasize nutrition education and neighborhood gardens. 
Contact: Kevin Fitzpatrick (515) 386-3138 



Kentucky (Rural Development) will focus on the Kentucky Highlands Empowerment 
Zone in Eastern Kentucky, where six Members will glean and distribute excess 
crops to at least 100 local families, who will also be provided with training 
to improve the nutritional value of their meals through the addition of fresh 
fruits and vegetables. 
Contact: Louis Elliott (502) 633-0891 

Maryland (FSA) will use four Members, in partnership with the 3,000-volunteer 
Washington Area Gleaning Network, to provide fresh fruita and vegetables to 
needy families in the Baltimore area. 
Contact: Jim Voss (410) 381-4550 

John Ciekot (Member Issues) (410) 366-8533 
George Roche (Volunteers) (301) 879-1484 

Michigan (FSA) will use six Members, two of whom will be atationed in Detroit 
to coordinate an urban perishable food rescue effort as well as distribute 
some fresh produce to local food banka. Another four Members will work in the 
East Lansing area to recover fresh fruits and vegetables from farms after the 
mechanical harvesting is completed, provide these foods to the local food 
distribution center (run by the Red Cross), and take an active part in 
educating the recipients about the proper preparation and storage of the foods 
they receive. 
Contact: Sandi Ramos (517) 337-6660, ext.1212 

Mississippi (Rural Development) will, through the joint efforts of four new 
AmeriCorps Members and the newest USDA AmeriCorps Anti-Hunger Project, work to 
provide fresh foods, poultry, and nutrition education to 425 families in the 
Mississippi Delta Empowerment Zone and nearby counties. 
Contact: Bettye Oliver (601) 965-5460 

Missouri (FSA) will sponsor a 5-Member farm gleaning project near Kansas City, 
MO, that will serve nearly 400 poor, primarily elderly individuals this 
summer. 
Contact: Cindy White (816) 776-5861 

New Jersey (Extension Service) will use five Members, in partnership with the 
Bonner Foundation and many other partners, to provide fresh produce to the 
southern New Jersey food bank network (Atlantic, Cumberland, Burlington, and 
Camden Counties) and over 100 families, with a secondary goal of effectively 
reducing crop waste. 
Contact: Joni Elliott (609) 292-8897 

New Mexico (Rural Development and FSA) will actually operate two separate 
projects, one in the Albuquerque area and one in the Four Corners area of the 
state, with four Members each, and will serve a total of more than 200 soup 
kitchens, 800 individuals, and over 75 Native American families on the Navajo 
reservation. 
Contact: Lloyd Wilhelm (FSA/Four Corners)(505) 334-3090 

John Thomas (RD/Albuquerque) (505) 761-4960 



New York (FSA) will use six Members in a five-county area around the state 
capital of Albany, in partnership with the Albany Service Corps, to provide 
fresh produce to 20,000 low-income individuals per month in the targeted 
Capital Region. Activities include maintenance of a large community garden, 
rescuing produce from local farmers and farmers' markets, and training the 
staff, volunteers and clients of local food pantries and soup kitchens on the 
preparation and use of the fresh foods obtained through this project. 
Contact: Marc Smith (FSA) (315) 477-6304 

Paul Winkeller (518) 434-2677 
(Albany Service Corps) 

Oregon (Rural Development) will, with six new Members, build on existing 
efforts by the Oregon Food Bank (Portland/Eugene area) to develop linkages 
between rural and urban populations, and to serve an additional 100 needy 
families during the summer months. 
Contact: Bruce Kohler (503) 465-6850 

Pennsylvania (Rural Development) will use five Members to organize volunteers 
to serve 200 needy people per day, through the local food banks serving 
Uniontown/Fayette County, using perishable foods that are rescued from area 
restaurants and cafeterias. 
Contact: Lee Patterson (412) 482-4888 

Rhode Island (FSA) will use three Members to serve needy families in the area 
by enhancing the relationship between local farmers and community food banks, 
as well as by providing extensive education to the local food bank operators 
about proper food storage, handling, and preparation techniques. Rhode 
Island's efforts are centered primarily around Providence. 
Contact: Patricia Seites (FSA/RI) (401) 828-8232 

Texas (Rural Development) will use five Members to help provide fresh food to 
100 families living in the Colonias area inside and near the Rio Grande 
Empowerment Zone. 
Contact: Lorraine Clements (817) 774-1304 

Washington (Extension Service) will, with six Members, effectively double the 
amount of food gleaned from farms in Pierce and Yakima Counties this summer, 
thus dramatically increasing the number of families that will benefit from 
these efforts; an innovative partnership with the local cannery will provide 
job training opportunities for low-income recipients as well as preserved 
foods that can be distributed during the winter months. 
Contact: Dr. Steven Garrett (206) 591-7180 

USDA Contacts: Joel Berg, Director of National Service (202) 720-5746 
Donna Hines, FCS Anti-Hunger Coordinator (202) 690-0693 



NEWS 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Office of Communications News Room 460-A 
Washington, DC 20250-1300 
lnternet: News @usda.gov Phone: 202-720-9035 
World Wide Web Home Page: http://www.usda.gov 

Release No. 0426.96 

Joel Berg (202) 720-5746 
Amy Hudson (404) 875-8352 

170 TONS OF FOOD RECOVERED AT OLYMPICS BY USDA AMERIC0RPS 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 7, 1996--The total amount of food recovered from 
Summer Olympic venues--in a project coordinated by USDA-sponsored AmeriCorps 
members--has risen to 170 tons of perishable food. The amount of food 
rescued from the various vendors and venues increased substantially after 
closing ceremonies for the Games. 

The food collected will provide an estimated 226,000 meals, according 
to the Atlanta Community Food Bank, which, along with the Congressional 
Hunger Center, served as a prime partner with USDA AmeriCorps on this 
initiative. 

"It is clear that the USDA AmeriCorps effort to recover food from the 
Olympic Games has been an incredible success. The Atlanta Community Food 
Bank, the Congressional Hunger Center, and the AmeriCorps members all 
deserve gold medals in food recovery," said Agriculture Secretary Dan 
Glickman. 

"This AmeriCorps project is part of a national initiative by USDA to 
coordinate and promote public and private gleaning and food recovery 
efforts," Glickman said. "Every year millions of pounds of nutritious, 
uneaten food are thrown away. It is my highest personal priority to find 
ways to get this food to the hungry--before it finds its way to the 
dumpster." 

Three of the AmeriCorps members engaged in the project are part of 
the Department's special 12-week AmeriCorps "Summer of Gleaning" program 
currently underway in 20 states. Other AmeriCorps members from the 
Congressional Hunger Center are assisting in the project. 

AmeriCorps, President Clinton's national service program passed with 
bipartisan support by Congress, engages 25,000 Americans of diverse 
backgrounds in performing service that meets critical community needs in 
return for an award which may be used for college, job training, or to pay 
back student loans. The majority of AmeriCorps members are working in 
partnerships with states, local governments, and non-profit organizatioris. 

# 

NOTE: USDA news releases and media advisories are available on the Internet. 
Access the USDA Home Page on the World Wide Web at http://www.usda.gov 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
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Tom Amontree (202) 720-4623 
Joel Berg (202) 720-5746 

GLICKMAN ANNOUNCES "NATIONAL WEEK OF FOOD RECOVERY" AND EFFORTS AT NATIONAL 
POLITICAL CONVENTIONS DURING SACRAMENTO VISIT 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 14, 1996--During a visit to a food recovery program 
based in Sacramento, Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman announced today that 
USDA AmeriCorps members will be recovering food at the Republican and 
Democratic national political conventions. In addition, USDA AmeriCorps 
will be organizing a "National Week of Food Recovery" with events next week 
in over ten states. 

Secretary Glickman joined with USDA-sponsored AmeriCorps members who 
traveled to the California Emergency Foodlink today from other AmeriCorps 
sites in California in order to help sort and package food. The Secretary 
also toured the facility to learn about how the organization collects and 
distributes recovered food statewide. 

"Recovering excess food that would normally be discarded is one of my 
top personal priorities," Glickman said. "The California Emergency Foodlink 
is an impressive public/private partnership that clearly demonstrates the 
great potential to expand food recovery efforts throughout the nation." 

Glickman announced that, at the Republican National Convention in San 
Diego, USDA AmeriCorps members sponsored by the Southern California 
Interfaith Hunger Coalition are currently working with Love's Gift, a San 
Diego food recovery agency, the American Culinary Federation, and San Diego 
homeless shelters to collect excess food from restaurants, events, 
cafeterias, and other convention-related sources and to distribute that food 
to area residents in need. 

At the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, Glickman announced, 
USDA AmeriCorps members sponsored by the Milwaukee Community Service Corps 
will be working with the Greater Chicago Food Depository and the American 
Culinary Institute to recover convention-related food. 

• 

"It is heartening that USDA AmeriCorps members will be collecting food 
from both national political conventions for distribution to hungry people 
in the San Diego and Chicago areas. Hunger does not divide itself by 
political party, and neither do ways to alleviate hunger. Both AmeriCorps 
and the USDA food recovery initiative demonstrate that Americans of all 
backgrounds -- regardless of political belief -- can band together to help 
tackle some of the nation's most pressing problems through innovative 
means," said Glickman. 

"It is my hope that the 'National Week of Food Recovery'-- August 19 
through 25 -- will focus attention not only on what has already been 
accomplished by the food recovery movement, but on just how much still needs 
to be done by the nation as a whole. Virtually every American can volunteer 
time or take some other action to help recover food," said Glickman. 

-more-



-2-

Both the food recovery effort at the national conventions and the 
-National Week of Food Recovery"' events are being coordinated by 
AmeriCorps members in the USDA -Summer of Gleaning-  program, which is 
currently underway in 20 states. The program has utlized members in the 
AmeriCorps national service program to work with numerous locally based 
anti-hunger groups, youth service corps, food banks, and food recovery 
organizations throughout the nation. 

The "Summer of Gleaning" program played a lead role in recovering over 
174 tons of food from venues associated with the Summer Olympic Games in 
Atlanta. Nationally, the USDA AmeriCorps members have recovered over 1,100 
tils of food this summer, which will provide about three-quarters of a 
million meals. 

AmeriCorps, President Clinton's national service program, passed with 
bipartisan support by Congress, engages over 20,000 Americans of diverse 
backgrounds in performing service that meets critical community needs in 
return for an award which may be used for college, job training, or to pay 
back student loans. The ma3ority of AmeriCorps members are working in 
partnerships with states, local governments, and non-profit organizations. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is running three types of 
AmeriCorps teams in 45 states, composed of approxirnately 1,000 members: an 
anti-hunger team, a public lands and environment team, and a rural 
development team. Many of the AmeriCorps projects are sponsored by 
community-based organizations and all projects are designed to "get things 
done," while boosting community, opportunity, and responsibility. 

# 

NOTE: USDA news releases and media advisories are available on the Internet. 
Access the USDA Home Page on the World Wide Web at http://www.usda.gov 
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Hao Nguyen, front, Sen In, left, and Nicole Vignec, right, were among the AmeriCorps workers gleaning potatoes Wednesday at 
Bouchey Farms in Toppenish. Ten thousand pounds of produce are being gleaned weekly for area food banks. 

rots) 

AmeriCorps workers, volunteers supplying 
food banks with 10,000 pounds of food weekly 

By JOYE REDFIELD the food banks here.' 
Farms providing produce so far 

UR^ summer include Inaba Pro-
duce Farms of Wapato, Rasmus-
sen and Sons of Granger, and 
Bouchey Farms of Toppenish. 

Volunteers gleaning in the 
fields include food bank clients, 
many reci•uited through public 
service announcements on Span-
ish-language radio station KDNA 
in Granger. Marino said. 

The six paid members of Amer-
iCorps receive minimum wage 
and a $1,000 college scholarship 
at summer's end. They have 
gained experience gleaning and 
packing, and working at the can-
nery, food banks and other food 
sites, Marino said. 

This week, youth groups staying 
at the Campbell Farm in Wapato 
will join the gleaning effort as a 
community service. 

"There's plenty of food out 
there." Marino said, adding that 
irs finding transportation, pack-
ing boxes, storage and other re-
sources that keep her busy. 

Gleaned and donated foods are 
brought to the Wapato food bank 
for centralized distribution. In 
addition to local food banks, col- 
laborators include Cascade Blue 
Mountain Food Share and the 
Emergency Food Network in 
Tacoma. 

Marino said organizers hope 
the project. funded for one year, 
eventually can be passed on and 
coordinated locally. For more in-
formation, call Marino at (509) 
961-0552. 

3•1. ..• - 
Mahe Herold-Republic i 

; ••• 
Since late June, volunteers and 

AmeriCorps workers have 
gleaned some 10,000 pounds of 
food each week to benefit local 
food banks. 

In a pilot project sponsored by 
the Washington State University 
Cooperative Extension office of 
Pierce County, fresh and canned 
foods are filling the shelves of 
area food banks during this time 
of harvest. 

"Yakima is where the food 
comes from, so it seemed like a 
natural place to go," said Maite 
Marino, AmeriCorps summer 
gleaning coordinator. 

The Pierce County extension 
service has sponsored a success-
ful gleaning program in the Puy-
allup Valley for the past six years. 
This is the first year it has been 
tried in the Yakima Valley. 

So far, donations of cherries, 
potatoes, carrots, cucumbers and 
other produce have been supple-
menting the summer supplies of 
more than 10 area food banks. 

"Ninety percent of the food 
stays in the community," Marino 
said. "Some goes to Tacoma." 

"It's been great," said Pauline 
Hunter of the Salvation Ariny 
Food Bank. "We don't usually get 
too many fresh vegetables and 
things.... Our clients that come in 
do appreciate it." 

The Salvation Army. which is 
the largest food bank in the re-
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AnteriCorps worker Greg Baldwin, right, helps distribute 
boxes of gleaned green peppers, cucumbers and tomatoes 
to area food banks. 

gion, serves 50 families a day dur-
ing the summer, Hunter said. 
That number swells to 150 fami-
lies a day after the apple harvest, 
she added. (Food bank hours are 
1 p.m. to 4:30 p,m. Monday 
through Friday. It is located at 
Sixth and Yakima avenues.) 

said. Local food banks are ex-
pected to receive some of those 
canned goods during the winter 
months when supplies are usually 
depleted, she said. 

Marino said she is hoping to 
find an orchandist or storage 
house willing to donate surplus 
apples to the canning effort be-
fore this year's crop is harvested. 

"We need a considerable 
amount to make it worth it," 
Marino said. "We can make ap-
plesauce ... and bring it back to 

Some of the produce, such as 
cherries and carrots, has been 
canned at a professional cannery 
in Kent and will be distributed 
later in the year by the Emer-
gency Food Network, Marino 
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These volunteers, of the Baltimore Area Gleaning Network have just "gleaned" a farm of fresh vegetables 
to be donated to local food banks, pantries and shelters. (Photo by John Ciekot). 

`There's enough food for everyone' 
by Ginger Williams 

On July 12, approximately 1-1/2 
tons of freshly-picked corn were 
distributed to residents of Baltimore's 
Somerset and Latrobe Housing 
communities. The corn was distribut-
ed by members of the Baltimcre Area 
Gleaning Network, an AmeriCorps 
"Summer of Gleaning" program bawd 
at Civic Works. The Washington 
Area Gleaning Network (WAGN) 
and Civic Works were represented 
by staff during the distribution. 

The corn was picked on Friday 
morning on a farm in Chestertown, 
Md., by volunteers and transported 
to Baltimore by WAGN staff. 

"There's no reason why anyone 
in America should be hungry. More 
than enough food is planted and 
grown by every farmer to feed 
everyone in this country," says Gloria 
Luster, a team leader with Baltimore 
Area Gleaning Network (BAGNET). 

This program, under the auspices 
of CivicWorks, and housed in a•third-
floor office at the Clifton Park 
Mansion, is federally-mandated by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA). It is run by Ms. Luster, 
Brian Richards, Amy Steele and 
Colleen Devine. Veronica McCall  

makes up the support staff. 
The Gleaning Team is invited to 

Maryland/Pa. area farms, to pick 
leftover - fresh - vegetables and fruits 
to be given to needy residents, church 
food banks and pantries and the 
Maryland Food Bank (Food 
Committee). 

The Baltimore program is fairly 
new (since June), but there are more 
than 15 Networks in cities all over 
the country, including WAGN, which 
is about eight years old. 

Depending almost entirely on 
volunteers to run the program, 
BAGNET travels to surrounding 
farms about once a week and brings 
back fresh fruits and vegetables. 
Participants in the program run the 
gamut - from the very young to the 
elderly. No one is excluded. 

But a shortage of funds cannot 
guarantee transportation to the farms 
by BAGNET and the call has gone 
out from the organization, for 
volunteers to furnish transportation 
and donate office t.ime and money. 
Ms. Lustert calls this a perfect 
opportunity for church and neighbor-
hood groups to take a scenic trip 
and do something for their communi-
ties, as well. 

The trips can start as early as 6 
a.m. and are usually over around 
.1 or 2 p.m. 

The is the first summer for the 
Baltimore initiative, and it will run 
tftrough September 30. "Beyond that," 
Ms. Luster says, "we don't know 
if the program will be picked up 
next year or not." 

Two office members, Amy (Steele) 
and Brian (Richards) have never 
picked crops before. But, according 
to Brian, "It's good work. It's hard 
work, but it's good work. I have 
never felt like this about any 
experience." 

Luster echoes this with, "It's a 
spiritual experience; not necessarily 
religious, but it's definitely spiritual. 
And, it's open to anyone - agnostic, 
atheist, black, white, male, female, 
young or old." 

There is also, according to Luster, 
scriptural reference to gleaning. "It's 
a very old tradition. Farmers have 
always planted more than they (or 
their family) nep.de. d. What was left 
after harvesting, gleaners came along 
to collect it. The farm not only 
sustained its owner, it also sustained 
other families. 

Continued on page 7 
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Kathy Hantsy , Sp-eal to 1 Courant 
• Laden with fresh vegetables, promoters of the AmeriCorps Cleaning pro- are vohmteer Aileen Martin of Amherst, Mass. Joel Berg and Tim Carter of gram leave the Pi necroft Farm off Watdieug Road in Somers. From left, they the USDA, and David Carey of the Hartford Couirity Farm Service Agency. 

A bounty for the poor from Somers fields 

• 



s  III SOMERS 

Abounty for poor left in farmer§' fieldg, . . .4 • 
. Continuea from Page B1 "I don't Ihink I -..ivant to r'iiiCk 

squash for the rest Of My life, "Jilit 
and zucchini from the I've learned an awful lot," said Meer-

fields, packed it into boxes and tin, an AmeriCorps volunteerwpo 
loaded it onto a rented truck. will receive roughly $1,000 toward 

"This has been such a success, we tuition for her simmer's work. 
have to continue it wlth winter . wanted tido something productive 
squash, pumpkins, apples — even if this sumZer, something to help Oh-
we have to bring a truck up here er people — not just work in a mall 
ourselves. We're talldng about get- somewhere." • 
ting sweet corn that costs S3 or $4 a Gloria McAdam, Foodshare's!ai. 
dozen in the stores — poverty- rector, noted that some of the Prb-
stricken families just can't afford to duce being picked along the Cop-I 

buy it," Majchier said. necticut River valley will go,  to 
University of Massachusetts jun- needy people in those same tovhis. 

ior Aileen Martin has spent the sum- Food pantries operate in Enfield 
mer learning about produce - right and Somers, and some of the vessre-
from the sometimes dusty, some- tables that were gathered Wednes-
times muddy fields. day will end up there, she said., .; 

- 

This summer, the remation 'CAA-
mission endorsed the idea of, a 
Somers teen center and established 
a subcommittee to work witti -the 
teen organizers. But at a refint 
meeting, some cominissioners 
questioned whether they wazttgo 
accept the responsibilities. 

Judy Mehl, the rnother of ofie.of 
the organizers, said teenagera@x-
pect to meet soon with the *te-
at:ion subcommittee to work mit any 
unresolved details. The teens want 
to avoid a conflict with a chitreli-
sponsored dance in early. Sepfera-
ber and the Four Town Fair id-mid-
September, so they don't • lifa:;to 
open the center until late . eTn-:  , 
ber at the earliest, 'she sai f . , 

; . 
mission-sponsored Id controlled 
activity," Selectmen Richard kick-
son wrote to commissioners eariter 
this month. wi 

• 

' • 

By DON STACOM 
Courant Correspondent 

SOMERS — The laborers picking 
squash along rows at a Watchaug Road 

3 field Wednesday looked pretty much 
. like an average farm work crew, but 
i they were part of something complete-
: ly different. 
: The result of their labor won't be sold 
' at supermarkets or roadside stands — 
it will be given to tens of thousands of 
needy Connecticut people through 
soup kitchens and food pantries. 

"These are vegetables that were go-
_ -------- — 

ing to go to waste," Vincent Majchier, 
state director of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture's Farm Service Agency, 
said as he looked across acres of or-
a.nge squash near the Watchaug Road 
airstrip. "Maybe they're a little too big 
or small for the supermarkets, or 
they've lost a little color — but theyre 
perfect to eat." 

The AmerlCorps Gleaning project 
puts volunteers into fields where farm-
ers have already pulled the choicest 
vegetables and fruit. Rather than leav-
ing the remnants to .rot or be tilled back 
into the ground, more than a dozen 

state farmers this summer have al-
lowed AmeriCorps volunteers to walk 
their fields and take the best of what's 
left. 

The food is boxed and then tnicked 
to either Foodshare or the Connecticut 
Food Bank, two nonprofit agencies 
that distribute food to social service 
agendes across the state. 

The program — which is duplicated 
in 19 other states — is part of the 
Clinton administration's ArneriCorps 
effort, described by advocates as a do-
mestic Peace Corps. As Congress de- 
bates whether to cut funding for Amer-

iCorps, state and federal officials came 
to town Wednesday to tout the results. 

"I can't believe the volume of pro- 
duce these agencies in Connecticut 
use," Majchier said. "They're talking 
about feeding 100,000 people a day — 
and 43,000 of them are children. And 
before this, they just didn't get fresh 
produce."  Four AmeriCorps volunteers and a 
half-dozen Alternative Incarceration 
Program convicts pulled thousands of 
pounds of slightly imperfect squash 

Please see A bounty, Page B2 
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T
he beating sun prompted an after-
noon sprinkling Monday at the 
Harvest for the Hungry communi-

Albany, N.Y., Tuesday, June 18,1996 

IE REGION B-4 TIMES UNION 
----

- 

Times Union/STEPHEN WEAVER . - 

ASSISTANT TEAM LEADER Joseph Lochridge and Suzanne Lecourt, members of the Albany Service 

Corps, tend the Harvest for the Hungry garden on the State Office Campus in Albany Monday. 

Community gardeners hope 
to harvest bounty for hungry 
MI Albany Service Corps' 
gleaning program aims to stock 
food pantries with fresh produce 

BY CAILIN BROWN 
Staff writer 

Albany 

ty garden, where food is grown entirely 
for the poor. 

Beside the sprouting carrots, lettuce, kale and 
beets, government leaders and community-based 
organizations introduced a gleaning program that 
is expected to collect surplus food this year for a 
population increasingly in need of food-pantry 
help. 

The "AmeriCorps Summer of Gleanine prograrn 
will be coordinated through the Albany Service 
Corps, which has received a $20,000 federal grant 
for the program. The project will link the rural 
farming community with the urban poor to direct 
food that might otherwise go to waste. 

"These four to six corps members will gather 10 
tons of food (for) the emergency food system. That's 
significant," said Paul Winkeller, executive director 
of the Albany Service Corps. He estimated the 
corps workers will spend 2,000 hours over 12 
weeks creating a system for volunteers to collect 
food from farmers and gardeners. Once surplus 
food is collected from six counties, it will be 
distributed through food pantries and soup 
kitchens to about 20,000 low-income families in 
Albany, Troy and Schenectady. 

Efforts by assorted local agencies have been 
fragmented and not sufficiently coordinated, 
Winkeller said. 

Behind Winkellner, members of the Albany 
Service Corps and AmeriCorps were busy 
watering, weeding and thinning the community 
garden at the State Office Campus where produce 
is grown for local food pantries and soup kitchens. 

Albany is one of only 20 sites nationwide to 
which the U.S. Department of Agriculture has  

allocated gleaning-program grant money. 

"With one out of nine people on food stamps, the 
department is finding ways to facilitate 
partnershipS between those who have food and 
those who don't," said Donna Hines, an 
anti-hunger coordinator with the USDA and 
AmeriCorps. She said she would like to see "food 
rescue" programs become as common as bottle 
recycling programs. 

For Debbie Catozzi, associate director of the 
Hunger Action Network of New York State, the 
gleaning program might make possible an idea 
that has mostly been hit-or-miss. 

"We've been working for a long time to try and 
get a gleaning project growing," she said. Once an 
infrastructure is built, farmers can get involved, 
volunteers can be trained and users of gleaned food 
can be educated about the value of fresh produce, 
she said. 

The coordination effort involves identifying 
farmers who are willing to give away their surplus, 
then lining up storage for large quantities of fresh 
food at pantries that generally have minimal 
capacity. 

Efforts to assist the emergency food system will 
help groups like the Food Pantries of the Capital 
District, which has had a hard time collecting 
donations, according to executive director Dawn 
Primeau. 

She asked 100 local businesses to consider 
collecting for pantries this spring and received only 
five responses. 

We rely on the state offices, but many of them 
are doing drives for their own employees because 
people are being laid off and displaced," Primeau 
said. Were always thinking of new ways to raise 
food, and gleaning is a traditional, historical way of 
feeding poor people." 

The Focus Interfaith food pantry is receptive to 
the idea because the pantry usually lacks fresh 
produce, according to director Tom McPheeters. 

We never seem to be able to get enough fresh 
produce," McPheeters said. He plans to have 
pantiy staff educated in the uses of fresh produce 
so that they can pass the knowledge on to pantry 
clients. "A lot of education needs to be done." 

1 y  - 
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Service Corps granted funding NEWS 
IN. _ 
BRIEF 

ALBANY — The Legislature's most 
powerful Democrat on Monday threw 
his support behind legislation to re-
quire health insurers to pay for chiro-
practic service in New York. 

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver's 
decision to allow h vote means the leg-
islation is virtually certain to pass and 
be sent to Gov. George Pataki for ap-
proval or rejection. The state Senate 
has already passed the bill. 

The effort has been a crusade for 
chiropractors and their patients. They 
claim it is unfair that they are not 
treated the same as doctors who take 
care of back pain. 

Businesses, however, predicted the  

: 

bill would dramatically increase the 
cost of offering health insurance for 
their employees. The state's Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield plans estimat-
ed their annual chiropractic costs 
alone would increase from $6.5 mil-
lion to $103 million. 

Silver decided on Monday to allow 
the vote because the bill had broad-
based support among Assembly mem-
bers, spokeswoman Patricia Lynch 
said. 

Earlier Monday, Pataki would not 
tip his hand on where he stood on the 
bill. 

"We're waiting to see what happens 
with the Legislature," he said. 

By KAREN ROACH 
Gazette Reporter 

ALBANY — Four local residents 
will help recover surplus food from 
around the region to supply food pan-
tries over the next few months as part 
of a federal program called the Sum-
mer of Gleaning. 

The program, part of President 
Clinton's AmeriCorps national serv-
ice initiative, has awarded the Albany 
Service Corps a grant of $22,500 to pay 
for the four workers for the summer. 

The workers will be deployed 
around a six-county area at farms, res-
taurants and other institutions to 
gather extra food that could otherwise 
go to waste. 

In return, tbe workers will get a 
weekly stipend of approximately $170, 
and if they stick with the program, 
they will earn a $1,000 education 
award at the end of the summer. 

"In these days of dwindling re-
sources, and dwindling commitments 
from state and federal agencies, we 
have to be creative," said Mayor Jerry 
Jennings, in helping to announce the 
grant. "This is an honor for us to be 
chosen." 

Albany's program was the only one 
in New York, and one of only 20 
around the country to be chosen for 
grants under the Summer of Gleaning 
program, accordingto Paul Winkeller, 
director ofthe Albany SerVice Corps. 

The idea of gleaning is based upon 
the practice in biblical times, where 
farmers would leave the edges of their 
fields unharvested so the poor could 
gather food there. 

In the book of Leviticus, God com-
mands Moses to leave the gleanings of 
the harvest for the "poor and the so-
journer." 

In more recent times, the practice is 
catching on across the country and in 
this area. 

The Hunger Action Network of New 
York, a statewide anti-hunger group, 
encourages gardeners to plant an ex-
tra row of vegetables and donate the 
proceeds to a food pantry. 

Also, the Regional Farm & Food 
Project, formed this year, serves as a 
clearinghouse for volunteers interest-
ed in helping pick surplus fruits or 
vegetables, and a contact for farmers 
who have extra food to give. 

Anyone interested in volunteering 
or learning more about that organiza-
tion can write for more information to 
27 E1m St., Albany, N.Y. 12202. 

One of the major problems with the 
idea of gleaning, is that when a farmer 
offers a field, volunteers and vehicles 
must mobilize quickly. The Ameri-  

team of people ready to gather the 
available food, program leaders said. 

Winkeller estimates the team of 
gleaners could result in another 10 
tons of food being distributed to food 
pantries in the area. 

He said the program will help feed 
the 20,000 low-income people each 
month who depend on food pantries iq 
Albany, Schenectady, Rensselaer, 
Schoharie, Greene and Columbia 
counties.  

Marc Smith, the state executive dif 
rector for the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture's Farm Service Agencyl 
which is administering the program'. 
said the program will not only helit 
feed the hungry, but will provide t 
learning experience for the Ameri? 
Corps workers.  

"We're pleased to be a part if 
Smith said. "1 think we've got a system 
that can help, and we're looking foil 
ward to this." ; 

Gleaning program atds food pantries Corps program will provide a steady 

NEW YORK STATE 

SilveIaOWSA£SebBvOte 
on covering chiropractic care 

Courthouse workers deal reached 
ALBANY — The state and a bar- raise on April 1, 1997; and a 3 percent 

gaining unit representing about 4,000 or minimum $700 raise effective Oct. 1, 
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Kentucky 
Mootimlio — Students partici 

pating in tbe tedenii Amer1corps 
Fcod Reecua Or9831LM pthered 
1,000. potulds. of cabbage 
tor the poorjo thilf grooms they 
earned tpthokfthip monev. 
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Americorps crew saves fresh vegetäbies for thelieedy 
MsOciated Press 

MONTICELLO, Ky.' — A morn. 
ings ' '"gl•ean.ing" • yesterday will 
mean-  fresh cabbages for people in 
need and some lettuce; of sorts, for 
six college students. 

The students descended . 'onr. a 
Wayne County field to gather about 
1,0(10 pounds of cabbage that would 
otherwise have been left to rot be-
cause it didn't rneet commercial 
standards. Ln . the process, t 
earned scholarship money thro 
the federal Americorps program.  

- - .! I . , . 
Dan Radfor.d,' of MOnticello, said 

it was the best of both worlds. 
"I want to help the needy," said 

Radford, 23, a junior food-science 
major at the University of Kentucky. 
"And; of course, the scholarship 
helps out. My money is getting,kind 
of tigbt.", , , c ' 

Americorps is a national prograrn 
that offers scholarship money and 
stipends to students in exchange for 
community work. Monday's effort 
was part of Americorps' "Sumner 
of Gleaning and Food Rescue" pro-. 
gnun. 

Gleaning Means picking up ilies in .Wlaitley)Couytypipra4, and 
what's left after.a field,,haspeen har••, ' his tea* Ivegg.worlculAruel the 
vested. In this casg, tranu'en,l,„Lanif ,.KentiickY 1-104ndsrt. werment 
McKmley donated cabbages that  ' Zone; ,3vItich-4s,"picekving .rnilb ow. in 
were either too small or too mild),  federal aid to del:Pelt:0 .the rural re-
to sell. The mold is simplY cut away': brim-J. , • --,••,• . , • , , 
after gl•mning. , MOSt 'of the fOod will' go' w:''Chari-

"It would sit ther .-  and • rot 'if ties in a 15-county area. Margaret 
somebody didn't come and get Robinson, food coordinator afGod's 
them," said team 'leader Darnont Food Pantry Somerset, said her 
Drake, 37, of Corbin, a student at families gets mostly canned vegeta-
Southern Baptist Theological Semi- bles. 
nary in Louisville. "I think that's just,wonaerful that 

He recently helped 'distribute We're going to get fresh vegetables 
gleaned tomatoes to about 300 fam- . ," Robinson said. 

• 
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REDMOND, OREGON 

AmeriCorps 
to participate 
in gleaning 

Oregon will be one of 17 
etatcs where AmeriCorps mem• 
bers will participate in gleaning 
and food rescue activities thie 
summer as part of the Us, De-
partment nf Agriculture's ongo-
ing commitment to gleaning and 
food rescue. 

The project will assist low-in. 
come families and the Oregon 
Food Bank Network in develnp. 
ing programs to recover surplus 
prnduce and processed foods. 

AmeriCorpe ie Preeident 
Clinton's national service pro• 
gram, passed with bi.partisan 
support from Congress, that al-
lows young Americans of . all 
backgrounds to aerve their com-
munities in exchange for educa-
tional awards that oan be used to 
pay for college, graduate school, 
job training or student loans 

Any citizen or permanent 
T IS. resident interested in Fork-
ing for thc program in Oregon 
nip apply. 

Information/applications -
call Bruce Kohler at 1-541-465-
6850. 
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By Patricia Green 
"When you reap the harvest of your 

land. do not reap the corners of your 
field. and do not glean the fallen ears of 
your crop...you must leave thernfor the 
poor and the stranger." — Levalcus 

WINDSOR. CT — On April 4. 1996 the 
U.S. Department of Agrlculture ap-
proved AmeriCorps' "Summer of Glean-
ing' program for Connecticut and Rhode 
lsland, and 15 other states across the 
country. AmeriCorps rnembcrs willglean 
and rescue food to be distributed to the 
hungry of the s tates in partnershlp with 
local non-profit organizations and com-
munity groups. Farm Service Agency 
personnel have been charged with the 
administration of the program. 

AmerlCorps is President Clinton's na-
tional service program. (passed with bi-
partisan support from Congress) that 
allows Americans to serve thelr com-
munities in exchange for educational 
awards that can be used to pay for 
college, graduate school. job training or 
to pay back existing student loans. In 
addition. each AmeriCorps member re-
ceives a 82.242 living allowance for the 
12 week program. A 61.000 educa-
tional award is given upon completion 
of their 480 hours of service, 

Vincent R. Majchier, FSA State Ex-
ecutive Director spearheaded the projcct 
in Connecticut, urging Richard Burke, 
USDA Rural Development Coordinator 
to write the grant proposal and develop 
a budget despite the short (onc day) 
window of opportunity they had before 
application deadline. 

According to Burke, lt was Majchier's 
encouragement and enthusiasm that 
pushed everyone to actlon. and sixshort 
weeks later the program was under-
way. 

At the swearing in ceremony for the 
four Connecticut ArneriCorps members: 
Aileen Martin of Amherst. MA; Shane ' 

Brown and Daniel Beauvois ofWindsor, 
CT; and. Thomas Rhodes of Hartford. 
CT. Burke satd there has been a lot of 
work done on the program to thls point  

but noted there still ls a lot of work to 
do. 

Burke acknowledged the people frorn 
the states two main food distribution 
centers; Connectlcut Food Bank in East 
Haven and Food Share, based in 
Windsor, stating thetr help was invalu-
able in the quest to distrtbute the pro-
duce gathered from the program to the 
peoplc. 

Nancy Bergley of the Connecticut 
Food Bank expressed her excitement 
about the prograrn and thanked the 
AmerlCorps voluntecrs for devoting their 
surnmcr to the project. 

She sald 1995 statistics showed 
102,000 chlldren in Connecticut were 
hungry or at the risk of going hungry, 
and stated that for some of these chil-
dren, the only full meal they received 
was at school. Therefore. she concluded. 
thls program comes at an important 
time. 

Executive Director of the Windsor 
based Food Share, Gloria McAdams 
agreed with Berglcy, noting the concept 
of gleaning as old as time. She stated 
the most important reason for the glean-
ing project is because of the need by the 
children, and stated that over 10% of 
the nation's population relies on soup 
kitchens and food pantries to have 
enough food to eat. 'It onlymakes sense 
that chlldren who don't get eriough to 
eat or the right things to eat aren't going 
to grow or develop properly,' McAdams 
sald. 

State Executlve Dtrector Majchier, 
expressed his excitement about the pro-
gram. that will airn its gleaning efforts 
at collection of produce from the fields 
after mechanized harvesting and the 
appropriation of surplus and seconds 
produce from large commercial grow-
ers. The later, of seconds produce ls the 
most sought after commodity. 

'As a vegetable grower myself. I know 
t.hat when you pick produce, no matter 
how good a farmer you are, there are 
always sorne that have a blemish or 
crack on them.' Majchier said. 'This is 
whcre we come tn with the gleaning 
prograrn and are ablc to partake in this 
beautiful farrn produce that we can get 
to the people of the state." 



THE DAILY GAZETTE 
ALBANY, NEW YORK 
AUGUST 22, 1996 

• 

• 

44' 

a 
- 

f 
1 

• 
7it LN. 

t4='• , 

$ 
a ' `tot ' 
14- ` 4011 

- ' 

Ayr 
- e 

)', 

• 
1 

i 

. t 
. , 

- 
" 

th 

- - 

tik , 

( 

Clare Dellrooc, left, and Christine  Sikule were among several 
children  vol-  They were among some 20 gleaners

BRUCE SQUIERS Gazette Photographer 
at the Roger Barber farm in Middle-

unteering their time on Wednesday to help pick vegetables for the needy. burgh. 

WASTE NOT, WANT NOT 
Capital Region youths pick over harvested fields for food pantries By LES HENDRIX Farm operator Jim Barber said harvesting crews Gazette Reporter had been through the fields several times. Getting 

MIDDLEBURGH — Seven-year-old Sarah Araldi got out of cleaning on Wednesday by taking up 
gleaning. 

Sarah and 12 othermembers ofthe Seven Moun-taineers 4-H Club of Westerlo spent the morning 
harvesting leftovers from the fields atthe Roger Barber farm south ofMiddleburgh. 

"I would just be watching a movie or cleaning my room" if not Working with the 4-H club, said Sarah. 
The 4-H kids and four college-age members of the federal AmeriCorps volunteer program scavenged 

about 3,000 pounds ofcucumbers, squash and other vegetables, estimated Tom Della Rocco, Albany 
County director for the federal Farm Service Agen-cy. 

The food reached Capital Region food pantries 
Wednesday night and some may even have been dis-tributed to the needy in time for last night's supper, Della Rocco said.  

the last of the edible foods when a field is past its peak is no longer economical, he said. 
Wednesday's trip was the first for the 4-H club, and members had mixed thoughts on whether they would glean again. 
Sal Spinnato, an 8-year-old who raises chickens and sells the eggs, said he might return. 
Sarah's big brother, 8-year-old Gregory Araldi, said he'd glean again. He enjoyed eating waterme-

lon during his visit. 
Micah Kuhar, 11, admitted he'd rather do someth-ing else, however. 
Della Rocco said he's not had any farmers turn him down as he lines up local projects for the na-

tional "Summer of Gleaning." 
The Farm Service Agency, Albany Service Corps and Capital Gleaning Network are sponsoring one of 20 gleaning operations throughout the nation. 
Project volunteers are gleaning fields in seven 

area counties to help feed about 21,500 needy Capit-al Region people. 

Besides 4-H groups. volunteers have come from St. John the Baptist Church in Schenectady and the 
SchenectadyJewish Community Center, 

Ifgleaning is an unfamiliar word, don't feel alone. "We had to ask what it was," said Kathy Spinnato, 
the 4-H project leader. 

Over the years, gleaning has taken root in commu-nities across the nation. 
The practice has spread to include the gleaning of unsold items from supermarkets and restaurants. 
Regionally, gleaning got its start in Franklin 

County six years ago and has now spread to nearly 
every county in the region, with efforts underwayto 
develop gleaning programs in counties that have not already started one. 

Gleaners in Franklin County lastyear kept about 21/2  million pounds of food from ending up in com-post or in the garbage. 
The food was distributed to seven northern New York counties, New York City and two regional food 

banks. 
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sources to reduce hunger in Anierice21 
-AmeriCorps - is President • Qin-

•rton's national serince-- program-, 
:'passed with bi-partisan support from 
Congress that allows -Americans ,of 
all backgrounds to serve their, -tern-
munities in exchange for edticational 
awards that can be uSea to pay lor - co11ege. graduate school, job training, 
or-to pay bacic mustang students 
loans. USDA sponsors rural develop-
ment, environmental . ' n, and 
anti-htinger prttects t -engage up . . -to 1,350 of the 25,000 members in th® 
overall ArnariOorps program: . 

- Any dtisen or permanent recd-
.. dent of the United States age ̀17 'or oMer can apply for the summer glean-
ing prograrn. Anyone' interested can 
call (517) 337-6659 or 1400-880-4183 
for more information and for in appli-
cation. 
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Tree Union/STEPHEN WEAVER 
ASSISTANT TEAM LEADER Joseph Lochridge and Suzanne Lecourt, members of the Albany Service 
Corps, tend the Harvest for the Hungry garden on the State Offide Campus in Albany Monday, 

Community gardeners hope • 
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to harvest bounty for hungry 
allocated gleaming-program grant money. • Albany Servlce Corps' 

gleaning program alms to stock 
food pantries with fresh produce 
BY CAJUN BROWN 

'With one out of nine people on food stamps, the 
department is finding ways to facilitate 
partnerahips between those who have food and 
those who don't,' said Donna Hinea, an 
anti-hunger coardinater with the USDA and 
ArneriCorce. She said ahe would like to see "food 
rescue programs become as common as bottle 
recycling programa. 

Far Debbie Catozzi, aawinte director of the 
Hunger Action Network of New York State, the 
gleaning program might make possible an idea - 
that has lastly been hinar-rnise: 

Staff writer 

Al.bcrity 

T
he beating sun prompted an after-
nom sprinkling Monday at the • 

Harvest for the Hungry =moth-
ty garden, where food is grown entirely We've been working for a long time to try and 

get a gleaning project growing," she said. Once an 
infrastructure is built, farmers =get involved, 
volunteen can be trained and users of gleaned food 
can be educated about the value of fresh produce. 
she said. 

The coardinati on effort involves identifying 
fanners who ace willing to give away their surplus, 
then liningup storage for large quantities of fresh 
fcod at pantries that generally have ininimal 
capathty. 

for the poor. 
- Beside the gm-siting carrots, lettuce, kale and 
beets, government leaders and anninunity-basad 
organiaations introduced a gjaaining program that 
is e:q:ected to collect sinplus fcod this year far a 
population increasingly in need of foxl-pantry 
help. 

The "AmeriCarps Summer of Gleaning" program 
will be coordinated through the Albany Service 
Corps, which has received a $20,000 federal grsnt 
for the program. The project will link the rural 
farming community with the urban poor to direct 
food that might otherwise go to waste. 

`These four to six corps members will gather 10 
tons of fccd (fur) tbe emergency fcod system. That's 
significant,' said Paul Wmkeller, executive director 
of the Albany Service Corps. He estimated the 
corps workers will sperid 2,000 hours over 12 
weeks creating a system far volunteers to mart 
food from fanners and gardeners. Once surplus 
fccd is collectal from six counties, it will be 
distributed through food pantries and soup 
kitchens to about 20,030 lew-income families in 
Albany. Troy and Schenectady 

Effarta by assorted lcesil agencies have been 
fragmental and not sufficiently coordinated, 
Winkeller said. 

Behind Winkellner, members af the Albany 
Service Carps and AmeriCorps were busy 
watering, weeding and thinning the community 
garden at the State Office Campus where produce 
is grown far klial bad pantries and aoup kitchens. 

Albany is one of only 20 sites nationwide to 
which the U.S. Department nfAgriculture has 
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Efforts to assist the emergency food system will 
help groups like the Food Pantries of the Capital 
District, which has had a hard time collecting 
donations, =carding to executive director Dawn 
Prirneau. 

She asked 100 kcal buainesses to consider 
collscling for pantries this spring and received only 
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We re1y on the state offices, but many of them 
are doing drives for their own employees because 
people are being laid off and displaced," Primeau 
said  We're alweys thinking of new ways to raise 
focd, and gleaning is a traditional, historical way nf 
feeding poor people.' 

The Fccus Interfaith food pantry is recentive to 
the idea because the pantry usually lacks fresh 
produce, according tn director Tom McPheeters. 

We never seern to be able ta get enough fresh 
produce,' McPlieeters said. He plans to have 
pantry tariff educated in the uses cif fresh produce 
ao that they can pass the knewledge on to pantry 
clients. *A lot of educed= needs to he done. 

• 
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TO. APPLY 

Contact the Mealissippi 

sion on National and Community 

Service at 982-8779 to apply to 

work or to apply forewent: 

CLARION LEDGER (JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI) 

M0[etnan250AmeriCOSW  ?! 
IN The program benefits both 

the community and the 

volunteers. 1/1 (- 
By Stove Walton 
Clariesa-Lodgor Stiff WrItur 

Hundreds of people will beein work in 

Mississippi this fall, figbting hunger, 

teaching students, enhancing habitat for 

the red-cockaded woodpecker and more. 

- We're darn proud to get the help:" 

said Don Bolinger, spokesman for the 

U.S. Forest Service in Jackson. 

The Foreet Servioe will get 20 of the 

TODAY'S EXTRA 
•'I . _ 

• 

more than 250 workers for work in the 

Bienville National Forest through the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture's Public 

Lands and Environment Team, one of 

five AmeriCorps programs guaranteed 

funding for nezt year in Mfissiseippi. 

The others are Teach for America. 

Delta Service Corps, USDA Rural Devel-

opment Team and the USDA Mu-Hun - 

ger Teem. 
The five programs are among 58 the  

White House in June announced will on-

erste in almost every state glinting in 

September. 
More programs with another 200 to 

250 jobs may be available for tbe state, 

• 

ined, said Marsha Meeks Kelly, execu-

tive director of the KissiseippiComaInis-

?lion on National and Commmnity, Sem 

vice, which oversewing tthinntl: 

Preeident Clinton formed the Armed-

Corp* prom= teat September, adding 

new community servioe programs to es-

iating ones, such es Volunteers is Service 

to America. 
AmeriCorpe workers, see 17 and up,• 

get e living stipend of up to $7,500 and an 

educational benefit of S4,725 to use for 

college and vocational school. 
See SERVICE, 5A 



WHAT'S OFFERED 
ArneriCorps Natlonal Servke Programs In Mississippi 

■Teach tor Amerlca: Begun in 1989, this national teachers corps 
has put 2,3O0 teachera Into Inner-city and rural areas. Missls.sippi's Del-
ta will Qet aome of the 1,000 members who will be spread over 13 
states and in Washington. 

■Delta Service Corps: Covering 45 MississIppl counties and parts 
of Louisiana and Arkansas, 145 volunteers in each state will- work with 
community organizatIona on boat needs. Examples lnctude Improving 
children's literacy, helping the elderly remaln Independent, and improv-
ing state parka. Thls wlll be the program's third year. 

III USDA Rural Development Team: In the Delta region of Arkan-
sas, Louisiana and Missistppl, 07 members wllt work on economic and 
environmental projects, including Improving Ivestock wasle treatment 
In 13 southwest Mississippi counties and producing environmental edu-
cational materials for teachers. 

III USDA Public Lands and Environment Team: This team of 20 
members wil work in the Bienville National Foresl ImprovIng the Scenic 
Pine Trail and Shockaloa Trail and enhancing Red-Cockaded Wood-
pecker habitat. 

NUSDA Antl-f-funger Team: Run In partnership with the Greater 
Jackson Youth Service Corps and local antl-hunger groups, 15 mern-
bers will go to Humphreys and Sunflower counties. They'll help Increase 
the number of senior citizena receMng meale and increase school-
based surnmer food service programs. 

Service 
From lA 

"I hadn't planned on going to 
graduate school rlght away, but I 
probably will now, since the rnoney 
will be there," said Gloria Drake, 22, 
a Jackson State University senlor 
who will be an ArneriCorpe leader. 

"I didn't know about the pay or 
atlpend when they asked rne to fill 
out an application," Drake said. "I 
just thought it would be a privilege, 
it would be neat, to be a part of 
that" 

Drake will work with AmeriCorps 
through the Greater Jackaon Youth 
Service Core* which will oversee 
the USDA Public Lands and Envi-
ronmentTeam and the USDA Anti-
Hunger Team. 

"We're in the process of recruit-
ing now," said Alfred Martin, execu• 
tive director of the Youth Service 
Corps. 

"If you're looking for a job just to 
get pald, this is not for you," Martin 
said. "If you're interested ln the en-
vironment, the community around 
you, then this might be for you." 

Martin said he has been in con• 
tact with several Delta-bailed orga-
rthations, letting them know people 
will be available to help. 

He said the 18 workers will be 
combing neighborhoods to identify 
people in need and ensure they 
know what services are available. 

"The agencies are going to know 
the nooks and crannies of their 
neighborhoods, but the agencies are 
often understaffed," Martin said. 
"Our goal is to get the word out, sign 
up the people." 

"We have the need," aald Barbera 
Mays, eocial service worker with 
Humphreys County Union for Pro-
gress in Belzoni. "We have 13,000 
people on food stamps in this coun-
ty, plus we have a lot of elderly. 

"They're in need because they're 
on a supplemental fixed-income," 
Mays said. She eaid a Meals-on-

' Wheels program now serves 300-400 
people, but could expand. 

Clint Floyd of Forest, district 
ranger for the Blenville National 
Foreat, raid the 20 people working 
there will clean and improve a horse 
trail and a walking trail and clear 
away brush that hampera move-
ment of the endange red red-cockad-
ed woodpecker, 

Mississippi is home to about 200 
ree.:-cockeded woodpecker colonies, 
which generally range from one to 
four birds, said Bob Glasgow, biolo-
gist with the U.S. Forest Service In 
Jackson. He said about half of those 
are in the Bienville National Foreart. 

Around the turn of tha century, 
enough old pine trees were in the 
state tc have up to 30,000 colonies in  

mixture of pereone — city arid local, 
male and female, minority anti non-
minority," Floyd eald. "I'm expect-
ing some good things will come out 
of ite" 

Teach for America Is a blt different 
than other teams, because it is a pro-
fessional corps whose college-gradu-
ate members will teach in the Delta 
with local achool boards providing 
the pay, sald Elizebeth Lech, a 
apokeswoman for Teach for A merka. 

The nurnber of Teach for Ameri-
ca workers for Miseissippi isn't 
known yet, but their past work has 
been appreciated. 

"ICI definitely been an Dent to 
the district," sieid Booker Anderson, 
assistant superintendent of the 
Hollandale School District in 
Waahington County. 

"Even though they don't stsy but 
for a year or two, It gives us time to 
find peopla in key areal], for exam-
ple, math arid foreign languages," 
he said. "And these kids get some 
good teaching experience." 

Clarence Lovelady, director of 
community services In the stote De-
pertrnent of Education, said the 
Delta Service Corps' 146 members 
will work in numerous areas such as 
driving health center outreach vans, 
tutoring students and helping Hab-
itat for Humanity in Jackson and 
Coahoma County. 

Hi said it's the program's third 
year, and it attracts Peo Pie from in-  

bars than eve can fill," Lovelady 
said_ 

Fred Singleton, 39, of Jackson, 
said the Delta Service Corps has 
given him a purpose. A game war-
den who had to go on disability from 
an on-the-job injury, Singleton said 
he ita rted drifting until a woman he 
met gave him an application 

"It's been a wonderful experience 
ever Rime then. I've learned a Iot. 
I've done a lot for myself," he said. 
"Delta Service Corps has really 
opened up a new pathwey for me." 

Singleton sets up group activities 
at Dnyhrcnk, 441 W. Pascrtgoula St , 
Jackson'a only daytime horeelese 
shelter. With three years of college 
at Delta State University in Cleve-
land, Singleton now hopes to finish 
school at Jackson Stnte Univer≤ ity. 

Among the things he learned at 
the Delta Service Corps training, 
Singleton said, was the similarity of 
racas. "Before then, you know, 
sometimes you think white people 
don't care," ha said_ "Thera I 
learned, for the first tirne in my life, I 
woe wrong." 

Kelly, with the Mississippi Com-
mission on National and Commu-
nity Service, said individuals arid 
communities benefit from this 
work. 

"lea like the Peace Corps, a do-
rnestic Peace Corpe. You re going 
into a comrnunity to help them 
solve their problems." she said. 
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Delta areas score with jobs 
from national service plan 

services in the Mississippi De-
partment of Education, 

• Also in Mississippi: 
11 Fifteen AmeriCorps mem-

bers will work in Sunflower and 
Humphreys counties to help 
poor families take advantage of 
government food programs and 
tax advantages for lower-incorne 
people. 

II-Four will help the poor in 
Clarksdale obtain routine 
health care before they get sick, 

II Twenty out of Jackson to im-
prove the habitat arid facilities 
along the Shockaloe Trail to in-
crease awareness of the Red 
Cockaded Woodpecker. 

ln Arkansas five AmeriCorps 
members were assigned to For-
rest City, Osceoloa, Hope, Pine 
Bluff, and Fort Smith as part of a 
10-state effort by the Associ-
ations of Farm Worker Opportu-
nity Programs to teach safe use 
of pesticides. 

Memphis didn't get a cut of 
any of the national or agency 
programs partly because anti-
hunger teams were assigned 
only to the Deltn area and to Los 
Angeles, Washington, Los An-
geles, Milwaukee and Vermont. 
Also, the Justice Department as-
signed its members to seven of 
the 21 Weed-and-Seed anti-drug 

• programs. Memphis doesn't 
have a Weed-and-Seed program 

• yet. 

slots for graduate students to 
counsel families. That would 
double the size of the program, 

  said Barbara King, executive di-
rector Of the center. 

WASHINGTON — The ClintOn Clinton's national service pro-

administration Monday as- grain, called AmeriCorps, ls de-

signed 7,000 national service signed to attract mostly college-

slots to needy areas, including age students to work a year for a 

301 to the Mississippi-Arkansas. , minirriurn-wage salary of at least 

Louisiana Delta, but not one to . S7,500 and then after a year s 

Memphis or West Tennessee. tour, a Voucher worth $4,725 to 

However, that could change spend ttn cOllege or other educe-

this fall, when the next round of tional program. The 7,000 slots 

awards to promote national Stf- ' atindunced Monday were for na-

7  vice are announcee. The Ten"; %tonal or multi-state programs 

nessee Coratnisaion on National "operated by federal agencies or. 

Community Setvice today ts sub- .;not-fot-proflt , grtfhpa. Another 

mitting• the maxittium eight arp- 13,000 will be awarded through a 

plications for the fall awards, in. •cpmpetition between the states. 

eluding two from Memphis. , Agriculture Secretary. Mike. 

The Center' - foe_t Drug-Pre@ Eapy, a former Mf§sissippi con-
Schools also IS seettng 20' full- r  grebarnhil, lyirneted more thnn 
time and 20 part-time slots, pd.: 1,200 of the slots for various ru-

marily fbr Rhodes College att..:ral progratns and a fourth of 
dentS to mentbf eIttiabntary and iftho9B Went te, the DeTta. 
middle-schbol students 4  end ' About half the Delta slots, 145, 

operate after-sthool arts!' and; continue a pilot program known 

sports prorrams. • • as the Delta Servite Cbrps in 

"We're sure to be shoutinr • Missisšippi, ArkaMas and Lou-

from the rooftops if it comes Nina that Sen. Dale Bumpers 
through," said Bette Garner, O =•. (13-Ark.) ' got ailthOrized two 

school pSychologist lit tht,  Ltd,  years agd, 'The Corpe members, 

ter. . ' .i ",.; : who range in aga from the 20S tb, 

The Elehang,e dub -Child the 80s, *ork throtighout the 

Abuge Prevention Center 'in ''', Del it it -  Hedd •Slert centers, 

Memphis, working Wy leveral , he th clinics And b.ousing sites, 
i 

other local agencieS„ seeking sel Clarence Loveledy, director 

to - full-titne, and 20 pan-tiroeii of-`the•,dIvisieri or rccornainity
,
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Johnson said the Soil Conserva. tion Service will provide a living ex-penses subsidy of $7,600 a year for non-college graduates and $12,000 for college graduates, in addition,to the tuition credit. 
Participants in programs not ad-rninistered by the conservation serv-ice will receive at least $7,400 for living expenses, plus health-care and child-care benefits. The tuition awards in all of the programs will be paid to the school or lender, and must be used within seven years after service is completed. 

AmeriCorps participants must be t J.S. citizens or permanent residents and have at least a high school diplo-ma or agree to earn one. Graduate students also are eligible. 
Call 1-800-94-ACORPS for an ap-plication. ArneriCorps hopes to have up to 20,000 volunteers by Septem-ber. 
The 58 AmeriCorps program winners nationwide represent one-third of the programs that will be operating by the end of the year. The remaining two-thirds will be se-lected through a competitive process on a state-by-state basis. 
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`DOMESTIC PEACE CORPS' 

Clinton 
volunteer 
program 
hits Iowa 
Students at least 17 years 
old can apply to work for a 
variety of projects and earn 
money for college tuition. 

By KAREN HSU 
REA aSTEH STAFF WRITER 

Wanted: College students who 
need money and want to make a dif-
ference in the community. 

The federal government wz1I pay 
volunteers $4,725 a year in tuition 
for up to two years in exchange for 
community service around the na-
tion. 

In September 1993, President Clin-
ton signed legislation for Arneri-
Corps, a program that pays tuition 
money for public service. The pro-
gram, a cross between Franklin Roo-
sevelt's Civilian Conservation Corps 
and John F. Kennedy's Peace Corps, 
will begin this September. 

Students at least 17 years old can 
apply to work for a variety of proj-
ects sponsored by the "domestic 
Peace Corps." 

On Monday, AmeriCorps awarded 
two national service grants in Iowa. 

The Des Moines "I Have A Dream" 
program, a dropout prevention pro-
gram, was awarded $700,000, and 
the Association of Farmworker Op-
portunity Program was awarded 
$1.2 million to train migrant and sea-
sonal farm workers in pesticide 
safety in the Midwest flood states, 
including Iowa. The association also 
will work to improve farm workers' 
access to health, education and sup-
port services. 

. 
Adopted k,rlass 

The "1 Have A Dream" program adopted a Moulton Elementary School fifth-grade class in 1990. ArneriCorps members will be tutors and mentors to the students, who are now ninth-graders in the Des Moines area. Each student in the class will receive $1,700 for education at a post-secondary school upon high school graduation. 
In addition, the U.S. Departrnent of Agriculture will have two projects n Iowa. The pilot Rural Develop-nent Tearn is assigned to flood relief, ...conomic development and environ-mental protection projects, while the PUSlic Lands and F,nvironment Team will focus pn flood relief work. Paul Johnson, chief of the Soil Conservation Service in Washington, D.C., said his agency has asked for 570 volunteers across the nation. 
AmeriCorps is an opportunity for young peopie to serve a year of serv-ice, get their feet on the ground and learn new skills," said Johnson, a former Peace Corps volunteer in Af-rica. "We feel very strongly the pro-gram will benefit not only those who are served but those who are serv-ing.,, 

Expenses Subsidy 

tu tor 
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President Clinton's AmeriCorps prograin to en-
courage young people to do. community service and' 
obtain advanced education haS opened an office just 
outside East Aurora and is recruiting volunteers. 

i , The office at 50 Commerce Way is inviting appli-
cations "(r.firough mid-August. 

. / "We arc recruiting five .  people now," said John 
`Whitney of thc U.S. Soil Conservation Service and 
. the Erie County Soil and Watcr Conservation District. s,Z, 

"Applicants have to bc over 17 and'ifiay even be 4" 
adults with - professional skills and no longer in search 
of more education. Our work begins Sept. 19," Whit-
ney said. 

Under the AmeriCorps program, voluntcers work 
1,700 hours in assigned rural development or conser-'N° 
vation jobs. In return, they receive $12,000 a year- and 
qualify for up to $4,725 in college tuition payments or `N.. 
loan forgiveness. 

i47). The program, administered by U.S. Agriculture \ 
Department subunits, has funded 556 separate, proj-
ects in its first year. • 

The East Aurora operation. one uf fivc in Ne'W 
York, has an initial budgerOf $85,000.  . 

07-25-94 -44:25PM FROM FMHA USDA E AURORA 

Volunteers soughe" 
for AmeriCorps 
President's program encourages 
young to do community service 

By B0B BUYER 
News Staff Reporter 

i 

• 

"Our prograrn is analogoto to a domestic Peace 
Corps program," Whitney'said.. 

"It's not a job training program, although somc 
skills, like using our computerized equipment, will be 
involved. AmeriCorps is a program to cncouragc peo-
ple, especially college students. to dedicate 1,700 
hours to domestic community service." 

The East Aurora ArneriCorps unit will assemble 
information for the Geographic Information Systern, a 
computerized map system. Thc project will gather 
maps and informaticin about soil, ground watcr, 
stream flow and landscape,.rnaking them readily ac-
cessible and understandable. 

"Once that's done, the rnaps can bc printed on any 
scale, overlaid on other rnaps along with data on wa- 
ter quality in ways that are difficult to do by paper," 
Whitney said. 

The system will help local planners and developers 
as well as promote long-term community planning and 
environmental protection. 
• "The ... work will pull together casily accessible 
information that people sometimes overlook about lo-
cal resources in thc frequcnt clashes between commu-
nity development and environmental protection inter-
ests," Whitney said. 

As examples. he mentioned projects such as locat-
ing a gravel minc, a manufacturing plant, a housing 

•subdivision and a shopping mall. 
Whitney said Eden has become the first Erie 

County municipality to devclop the technology. ln a 
private contract, it has acquired the needed computcr 
hardwarc and software to make it work. 

Eden Supervisor Sue Bissonettc said the town has 
a contract for less than $9,000 with Intelgis Corp. of 
the Town of Tonawanda to assemble the information. 

"We're already using it as much as we can," shc 
said. "If we had (this) in the past, we would not have 
run into one suhdivicinn finndino mr, :c " 
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slots for graduate students to services in the Mississippi De-

counsel families. That would pertinent of Education. 

double the size of the program, Also in Mississippi: 

said Barbara King, executive di- in Fifteen AmeriCorps mem-

. rector 6f the center. bers will work in Sunflower and 

WASHINGTON — The Clinton Clinton's national service pro• Humphreys counties to help 

administration Monday es- . gram, called AmeriCorPs, is de- poor families take advantage of 

signed 7,000 national service • signed to attract mostly college- government food programs an4 

slots to needy areas, including age students to work a year for a tax advantages for lower-income 

301 to the Mississippi-Arkansas. , mininium-wage salary of at least people.  

Louisiana Delta, but not one to . $7,500 and then after a year's 0-Four will help the poor in 

Memphis or West Tennessee. tour;'a Voucher worth $4,725 to Clarksdale obtain routine 

However, that could change spend on cbllege or other educa- health care before they get sick. 

this fall, when the next round of tional program. The 7,000 slots N Twenty out of Jackson to lin-

L awards to.promote national er.',. -̀ titindtiticed MondaY were for na- prove the habitat and facilitiès 

I-vice are annOunced. The .  Teh';', -.liana, or inulti-state programs along the Shockaloe Trail to in-

nessae Commission on Natiarial•t.''..bperated by federe agencies or crease awareness of the Red 

CoMmunitY Service toda is sill,- , :•,:not-foiv-proflt , gidtirst. Another Cockaded Woodpecker. 

.ht dp-  ' 630 will be awarded through a In Arkansas five AmeriCorps 

By James W. Brosnan . 
The Commercial Appeal 

Washlngton Bureau 

:•• 

members were assigned to o 

rest City, Osceoloa, Hope, Pine 
Bluff, and Fort Smith as part of a 
10-state effort by the Associ-
ations of Farm. Worker Opportu-
nity Programs to teach safe use 

of pesticides. 
Memphis didn't get a cut of 

any of the national or agency 

programs partly because anti-
hunger teams were assigned 

only to the Delta area and to Los 
Angeles, Wrishington, Los An-. 

mating' the Maxirhurn e g . , 
plications for the fall awards, in. .T.pmpetltion betvnen the states. 

eluding two frorn Memphis.. •,, Agriculture Secretary. Mike. 

The Center - forli.; Drug-Pree • • -Ešpy, a former MiSsissippi con-

Schools alsO,it'seattng 2041111-1-  greA9mki; g(ernered. tnore thnn 

time and 20 part-time stets, pri. i l,200 of the slots for variouS ru-

marily for Rhodes College Stu:. Jal. programs and a fourth of 

dent§ to menttt elétabntary And .11-those Went tO the Delta. 

middle-schbol. Students ' And" About half fhe Delta slots, 145, 

operate after-sbhool arm' tic1;,. continue a pilot prog. ram known 

sports prorraMs. • ,,-.. as the Delta Servthe arps in 

"We're sure to be shouting' ' MissisSippi, ArkanSas ' and Lou-

s • isiana that Sen. Dale Bumpers 
frorn the rooftops 
through," said Bette Garner, li:Y:*(13-Ark.) ' got šiithorized• two 

school pšychologisylit thip deli, - years agd. The Corpe members, geles, Milwaukee and. Vermont. 

ter.' • . • ‘ 1..r*:;,', : who tinge in agv from the 209 tt. Also, the Justice Department as-

, . .. 
4 

I
š

 

The Etchange dub -Child . the 80s, Work-  Ihrotighout the signed its members to seven of 

Abuse Prevention- Center 'in ,',",Del a it -  Had •Strirt centers, the 21 Weed-and-Seed anti-drug 

Memphis, working imi h tšveial , he th chilies And hrnising sites, • programs. Memphis doesn't 

other local agencies, ' seeicing ,-' 91ti Clarence I.ovelktly, director • have a Weed-and-Seed program 

•10 - full-titne;; find 20 paTI-littiel oi4thé.idivislein or cpmtnivaity • 'yet. 

•• - • -, A..' ••- - . . - 
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EhetittrlingtonffrteVreosa H 
VOLUNTEERISM 

Clinton sends corps of 85 to fight 
hunger in Vt. 

By Nancy Bazilchuk 
Free Press Staff Willer 

President Clinton's national youth . 
service corps program is coming to Ver- . 

Mont in the fall — 85 strong. 

In this first year of Clinton's service 
program, 40 of the volunteers will serve 
with the newly formed Vermont Anti-

Hunger Corps, officials with Sen. Patrick 

Leahy, D-Vt, said friday. Vermont was 

slated to get 20 volunteers under the 

plan, but Leahy was able to increase the 

state's share by 65. Leahy staffers said. 

Clinton's AmeriCorps is a two-year 

program designed to help young adults 
earn money toward a college education 
through work in service programs. 

The volunteers' goal will be to in-

crease participation in federal food pro-

grams and to expand the services offered 

under the programs. state officials said. 

"Having 65 full-time participants is 

going co have a tremendous irnpact on 

local needs, particularly in the hunaer 
area," said Kathie Blair, executive direc-

tor of the Vermont Commission on 

National and Cornmunity Service. "Hav-

ing this program be funded really gives 

us a leg up and allows us to get the most 

out of our hunger programs." - 
See CORPS, 2B 

N P. O 
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Twenty-five other volunteers 
will work for the Vermont Youth 
Conservation Corps, the non-
profit, state.affiliated service 
corps that will put 250 young 
adults to work outdoors building 
hiking trails and improving recre-
ation and wildlife areas. 

"It is a major, major deal for 
the Youth Corps," said Thomas 
Hark. executive director of the 
corps. Twenty of the 25 will work  

in a nine-month partnership with 
the Green Mountain National 
Forest on conservation projects 
and also will be trained to lead 
Youth Corps teams. This will fin 
the corps' need for Waders and 
allow thc corps to add 2O0 more 
members next summer, Hark 
said. 

, "One of the critical things for 
us is finding good leaders," he 
said. "This year we had 1,000 
kids apply but the critical factor 
is leaders." 

The remaining 20 will be as-
signed to different projects 
around the state. 

• 

• 
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S.C. to get workers from 
AmeriCorps program 
*mediated PM' 

South Caroiina will get more 
tban 100 ArneriCorpS national ler 
rite workers in September to work 
on cummtliiity.band projects. 

The project', include after-school 
programs, home building, rural de-
velopMent, environmental testing 
and peer crounsaling, U.S. Sen. Fritz 
Hollings, D-3.C„ said Monday. 
.ArneriCorps members spend one 

yvar in youth serdee and leader-
ship training. The program is laird-
lar to a domestic Peace Corps It 
*tams from the National and Com-
munity Service Trust Act President 
Clinton signed last fall. 

Th. South Carolina irojects in. 
clude: 

1 City Year program, Columbia. 
5A youths would work ftw i year in  

Riceland and Lexington counties. 
Projects include after-school pro-
grama, home building, and con-
struction of nature trails. 

■ Ftu, al Development, statewide: 
37 college and professional school 
graduates to work on rural devel-
optrient programa under Dupervi-
sion of the state offices of the U.S. 
Agriculture Departrnent. The group 
also will conduct environmental 
studies. 

• Youth Volunteer Corps of 
America, Anderson, Laurens and 
Spartanburg counties: Nine youths 
will work on education and public 
safety programs. 

II National Multiple Sclerosis So-
ciety, statewide. Nine members 
will recruit people to help home-
bound people with multiple Sclero-
sis. 

• 

- 
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AmenCorps to help restore 
some of Columbia Slough 
r 

Ili-Workers in the new program 
will receive a small monthly 
wage and college hiition credits 
for their part in the project 

By JOE PlIZOIFIÐON 
CorresPoneent. The Orecoman 

. 

',M least two dozen of President 
Clinton's newly created Arne:Corps 
wbrkers will be helping restore por-
dons of the Colembia Slough before 
thp end of surcrner. 

On Monday, President Clinton an-
ntiunced the creation of Amere 
Corps, a cadre of 20,000 young rnen 
and women to work on soil conser• 
cation projects in return for college 
tu3tion waivers and monthly living 
expensee. 

In a prograin patterned after 
Peace Corps and Vista, college-aged 
young people veal work for a year 
restoring e,-ildlife habitats, faX112• 
lands and urban greenspaces. In ad• 
dition to a stipend of about $700 a 
nionth, AmeriCorps volunteers will 
earn a , 4,725 tuition credit to be ap 
plied to a college of their choice. 

The Corporation for National and 
Community Service (CNCS), under 
the guidance of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, selected a Portland  

project to restore portion.s of the Co-
eambia Slongb and Wbitaker Pond 
as a model for the national service 
prograrn. 

"This sends out an importar.t mes 
sage to the eztire region, but espe-
cially the African-American commu-
nity that we are going to do 
something about environmental 
damage," said Metro Councilor Ed 
Washington, who co-sponsored the 
prceect proposal with Portland State 
Professor Barry Messer. Wa.shing• 
ton grew up in North Portland near 
the Celumbia Slough a.nd said that 
be has made its restcration a per-
sonal goal. 

"People of color have been fishing 
and using the slough for recreation 
and it's long past time we make it 
the jewel it's always had qie poten. 
tial to be." 

According to Messer, the progana 
will hire 20 youths tIal-time to work 
on restoration prcjects along the 
slough over the next two years. An-
other dozen partelme eollege stu- 
dents will act as mentors for high 
school stadents from Roosevelt, 
Grant, JeCerson and Marshall high 
schools studying natural resource 
management along th,e 1,9-mile wa-
terway. 

Messer said that he and Washing-  

e 
• 

- 
II WHAT:The newly created ArreriCorps 
to help solve environmental Problerrs• 

• WHO'S IN IT: High school and college 
students. 

II WHAT DO TliFf.DO: In Portland, the 
icb will be work along the Columba 
Sleugh and Whtaker Pond 

■WhAT DO THET OET: A $700 monthly 
stipend ard up to S4,725 in tuiticn cad-
tts. 

• WHERE TO CALLContact EC Wash-
ington at Metro, 797-1546 a cal 1-8,00-
94ACORPS. 

ton spent more than a year drafting 
the slough proposal ar.d expeeted 
work to get under way around 
Leber Day. • 

'The actual amount of money we 
will have to spend has not been de-
termined yet, but it might be close to 
$1 million," said Messer. 

For its initial year. CNCS will 
fund 42 different AmeriCorps proj. 
ects operating in 32 states. Portland 
and five other urban sites were se-
lected for funding, inciuding Atlan-
ta, Chicago, East St. laonis, Boston 
nnd Washington.. D.C. 
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NJ. waters e 
By JOAN GALLEN delivers 
ste6 sheer of a Na 

the tea 
One year after President Clin- ' all of us 

ton visitad Rutgera University to ' Mene 
unveil a national service program Donald 
— offering Americo's etudenta a for Rep • 
peycheck and scholarship for per- Arthur 
forming community services — drains 
the, project ie off and running, municip 

Twenty young New Jereayans and Re 
will be &elected thia eummer to and Pi 
serve ona•year stints on rests- north. 
ration projects involving three The 
major watersheds: the Raritan aecom 
River, Arthur Kill, and the rig, Su 
Musconetcong, The 

Actual work ehould start eome- acts' ar 
time this fall after tha studenta ere gram 
selected and trained, with Union of Agri 
Cou,nty getting half or more of tbe place 1 
workers to help rutore the service 
130-acre Arthur Kill Watershed, urban 
maid Carlos Henning, deputy state Menen 
eonservationiet for the U.S. De- The 
partment of Agriculture. largest 

Henning was present yeetarday 
when Rep Frank J. Pallona Jr. 
announced the Garden State's 
tillers in the national service In-
itiative to reators watersheds dur-
ing 4 riewa conference in Piscata-
way's Johnson Park. 

Palione spoke with his back to 
the Raritan River, into which 
tnueh of the 1,100-aere Raritan 
River watershed flows from 
portions of Middlesex and Mon-
mouth counties, hie 6th Coregrea-
sional District, and from Somerset 
County. 

"President Clinton has made 
national service a high priority, 
end I would like to see this initiat-
ive continue," said Pallone, a Dem-
ocrat. 

"Hen in the Raritan River Val-
ley, as well aa along the Bayshore, 
we certainly need soma restoration 
work done7 he said_ "This ie an 
area with great potential for tee-
'reation and ecenic beauty," 

Pallone's announcement was 
timed to coincide with similar 
Announcements in Washington, 
n C., and across the nation, in-
'eluding one from the office of Rap. 
Robert Menendez, a Democrat 
whoee 13th Congressional Dietrict 
%eludes portions of Union and 
Middlesex counties. Menendez 
-worked with Union County offl-

ials to ensure the Arthur Kill 
;watershed's inclusion in the proj-
ect. 
' "This program is a great deal fot 
New Jersey," Menenclez said. "It 
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fimeriCorps to help restore • 

some of Columbia Slough 
*Workers in the new program 
will receive a small monthly 
wage and college tuition credits 
fur their part En the project 

. 

By JOE FITZGIBBON 
Correspondent. The Oregontan 

'At least two dozen of President 
Clinton's newly created AmeriCorps 
wbrkers will be helping restore por-
tions of the Columbia Slough before 
thp end of summer. 

On Monday, President Clinton an-
ncitinced the creation of Ameri-
Co'rps, a cadre of 20,000 young rnen 
arid w.omen to work on soil conser• 
vation projects in return for college 
tultion waivers and monthly living 
expenses. 

In a program patterned after 
Peace Cot-ps and Vista, college-aged 
young people will work for a year 
r≥±storing wildlife habitats, farm-
lands and urban greenspaces. In ad-
dition to a stipend of about $700 a 
nabnth, AineriCorps volunteers will 
earn a $4,725 tuition credit to be ap-
plied to a college of their choice. 

The Corporation for National and 
Community Service (CNCS), under 
the guidance of the LT.S. Department 
of Agriculture, selected a Portland  

project to restore portions of the Co-
lumbia Slough and Whitaker Pond 
as a model for the national service 
program. 

"This sends out an important mes-
sage to the entire region, but espe-
daily the African-American commu-
nity that we are going to do 
something about environmental 
damage," said Metro Councilor Ed 
Washington, who co-sponsored the 
Proiect proposal with Portland State 
Professor Barry Messer, Washing• 
ton grew up in North Portland near 
the Columbia Slough and said that 
he has made its restoration a per-
sonal goal. 

"People of color have been fishing 
a.nd using the slough for recreation 
and it's long past time we make it 
the jewel It's always had ;he poten-
tial to be." 

According to Messer, the program 
will hire 20 youths tlill-time to work 
on restoration projects along the 
slough over the ne.xt two years. An-
other dozen part-time college stu-
dents will act as mentors for high 
school students from Roosevelt, 
Grant, Jefferson and Marshall high 
schools studying natural resource 
management along the 18-mile wa-
terway. 

Messer said that he and Washing-  

IN WHATThe newty created ArnettCorps 
to help solve environmental problem& 

III WHO'S IN rT: High school and college 
students. 

IN WHAT DO NEY.DO: In Portland, the 
job win be work along the Columbia 
Slough and Whitaker Pond 

NI WHAT DO THE1' GET: A $700 monthly 
:;tipencl and up to S4,725 in tuition cred-
its. 
lWHETOCUL:Ca\xIECWaSA 
INtOnatM800.797-154GOrCa111800 
?4ACORPS 

ton spent more than a year drafting 
the slough proposal and expected 
work to get under way around 
Labor Day. ' 

"The actual amount of money we 
will have to spend has not been de-
termined yet, but it might be close to 
$1 million," said Messer. 

For its initial year, CNCS will 
farad 42 different AmeriCorps proj, 
ects operating in 32 states. Portland 
and five other urban sites were se-
lected for funding, including Atlan-
ta, Chicago, East St. Louis, Boston 
and Washington. D.C. 
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Delta areas score with jobs 
from national service plan 

By James W. Brosnan 
The Commercial Appeal 

Washington Bureau 

slots for graduate students to servlces in the Mississippi De. 
counsel famllies. That would partment of Education. 
double the size of the program, Also in Mississippi: 
said Barbara King, executive di• ■ Fifteen Amen Corps mem•
rector 6f the c.enter. bers will work in Sunflower and 

WASHINGTON - The Clinton Clinton's national service pro• Humphreys counties to helJ 
administration Mondty es-. gram, called AmeriCorps, ls de- poor families take advantnge of 
signed 7,000 national service· signed to atttact mostly c.ollege- government food programs and 
slots to needy areas, inc:luding age students to work a year for a tax advantages for lower-income 
301 to the Mis_slssippi-Arlcansas, , mlnitrtum-wage salary of at least people. 
Louisiana Delta, but not one to . S1,S00 and then after e year's ■ Four will help the poor in
Memphis or West Tennessee. tour;·a vouchl!r worth $4,72.5 to Clarksdale obtain routine 

. However, that could change spend on d:meae or other educa• health care before they get sic.k. 
• this !all, when the next round of . tforlal progratn. The 7,000 slots ■ Twenty out of Jnckson to im•

• i awards to promote natlonel stt� 'ahndttnced Monday were for na- prove the habitat and facilities1·vi�e �re announce-cl. Th�. 't�a�: :-:�anti or multi-state programs along the Shockaloe Tr nil to in­
nessee Commission on NaUo�a1r;operated by fed_�r•l ege'pcies or. crease awareness of the Red 
Community Setvice t9day·ls su�, :)16t:fot'•profit, gr(ll:ip�. Another Cockaded Woodpecker. 
mittlng'the maximum eight�- :13.000wlllbel!lwa_rdedthrougha In Arkansas five AmeriCorp� 
pltcation.s forthe fallawards, in� �q;,mpetltion bet�een th,e ·states. members were nssigned to For-
eluding two from Memphis.. ·,, Agtitultur� .. Secretary_ . Mike. rest City, Osceoloa, Hope, Pine . 

The Cen�ef • lot.A t;>rug-_ttree ·;·l;.!py, a (0t'met �!!sissippi con- Bluff, and Fort Smith as part of n 
Schools also-.i!ll" seelttig 2(1 ,full. -1 • ttes�mAz\1 l{arnered • more thnn 10-stnte effort by the Associ­
time and 20 part-time shm, J>rl• . I,.200 of the slots for variott9 ru- ations of Fnrm Worker Opportu­
marily fbr Rhodes �ollegt! stti:

,
·�ral pi:_ograw _and. a fourth of nity ProFams to teach srue use

dents to lhentot �letnentatt j!ld: , those Went .to the Dena. ' of pesticides. 
middle-school,.· itudents :and'· ·' About haU' ihe Delta slots, 145, Memphis didn't get a cut of 
operate arter-school arts."· �nd;,. continue a puo, prqgrnm known any of the national or agency 

·sports programs:· • • '.··, as the Delta ServiEe Cbrps in programs partly because anti-
"We're sure to be shotittnl' • Missl!!ippi, Ark�n�as • and Lou- hunger teams were assigned 

from the rooftops if it comes.- lsiana that Sen. Dale Bumpers· only to the Deltn area and to Los 
through," said Bette Gl!lrner, af �'(D--Ark.� ' got 4Utht>rized· two Angeles, Washington. Los An­
school p§ychologlst 'lit tfl•J e'en,,•· years age), The Corpe members, geles, Milwaukee and Vermont. 
ter. • • • ... ; ., . -� • • • ;j_·.:·:;,; ,: Who t&nge in a� from the 20, tb Also, the Justice Dep.irtment ns-

Tbe E:tchange . ciub child ,· the Ms, '-1orlcthtotlghout th'e signed its members to seven of 
Abuse Pteventlol'l · Cfnter ·•fo :.i De

�
! it· He�d- •Stijrt centers, the 21 Weed-and-Seed ::inti-drug 

Mem1>hi1, working wi
� 

�veral .·: he th cltnlcs 6nd housing sites, • programs. Memphis docsn·t
other lqcal fiieilci�.li • se'ek111S i,' St\! Clar_enc_e Lovet;dy, dlre.cto_r • have a Weed-and-Seed program
·10 • full-tlf:11,&: � and . � p·a1,}".�toe1. of•,'th�·�'divlsldn ot, �mtn'unlr, • )'et. 

·4 H •• I" ◄l.. a"' I!'- ff ;,,, t • 'f I 1 j i!fc ' « ' ,'1 ♦ -----•--------' 

I I • I 



AmeriCo,ps project will benefit Darby Creek 
l\fon.: t1dp i� ,m Uw way r.-, ko-'PP Darby Crf'd. 

JlliSLlJU?_ 
The' t''."E,,•k\; walt'.l�h,-<l ha.:; IX'f'Jl chON.•n a.;; 

r>r,e (,f -12 :\1!1c•riC-:,rr,t,: projc·cb :-i.dminis1.r:rtxl !w
IJ1e U _;-;_ [>e1i;u1.nwnt of ,lJ,'lic11ltw·e.

,\r11eriCf!qie- i� Uw 11;1lj,maJ �n-i1-e phm that 
;;,!;-·. participmr .• ,';1111 ,:,11:1'._l'.1� (ir vocaticm:1: si·h<"•: 
. ...c·l1(1)a.i-:<:1il'� 1.'o'l·,il,: ._,_.-_,,-i-.it1;.! for Liv:- t·o,mtry_

Six )•t•-qk v,i1l h,_. hire:;) tl:nm¥h d,r- r,111,::,YJ-arn 
:" wurk nu !J-e- Darhy 0.--eck 1,m_iK1, �ai<! L;;1w-
1·en<:F- < .'L'lrli, ;:;�,c,: c<m.sc_r-,,;_itinni:o:. frw Ohici',: Soil 
C,:in.�'r,ali01� �rviel!. 

"T!,i� v.iit l,elp .-i.t:,--:·lerac.e tl1l' e.ffo11s hfH' . 
-,,-iU, Uit' Na(ur,_• C:,J!1:.:;.•r•:;tne'"i." Clark :.aid. 

''Tb· �lurl(.'nl.� uarn ·; :<ma.Ii .-;i.ipP.nd :,nd 
crn_,il-- :iw r.r.oll!?;�e. ;:!1(1 i� bel1� 11� �ct con,:i._•1"'.-:1tj,)n 
on LhP !am:. \.l.'iU1 t_i;.l,1. budi--'f-13. it':' r)('.,�:1 diJli,1.;lt 
1JJ alfonl t.111• :-:raff ·.,,c nl:cd '-', (lo .ii; ,,r th,· 
c1>1�·1.,;:c,uon w,wk Lhal !IE".'f.t� 11.1 be done_·· 

For,;· ;Jf Lh:> ('1r1pk1y•.:f',-; v,ill \Vffk with rurd! 
:md urkm �mtkr.vr;c:1-s, ��-1.�I \VP!:- Beery, av.rim/
lw.-11 ..:r_.u1li1wL:w for r_be '.\al.lu-i: Cor.s,:rvann· in 
Colurnn11,.:. Thcy·u train 1.o 4]�\-·elop who!,• farm 
f.Jhm-. d,�.-.ign fiil•:r �ltiµ,; J��ar ri1,� .:reek amJ '.\-(orh 
ir! urb,m an•a:, t,-, monitm· ',\'hl:re :slnnn ·,•.:�1!.,:1· is 
going-. ht'. ::a.i,I. 

:\nollicr wod,.:r ·,,i.11 plant trct� ir. the ripar-i­
:.i11 loun;-r ::t:�p :m_��- whii·h I'; llil-' iand IJt\l 1,., (tic! 
rTet•k The :-:.1x'..li '.\ill llt:<-<.\!n,! rli<· "rive,· k('!'f-"'r.'·
and ·,,.-ill "'pro,•;i, I<• :mu(!wr N_'l. of •.·ye, on lhe ('l"f�l'k .. 
le• 1vpnrl if l.ra�li i.-; du,--.po:d, fre,� arp l�..tl- ,,,. 
dr:vdr,pnwni. _�:,::,� 1i�, clu�1,, B;•(•r_v �,ai,L 

J 11'..1•11,j,,:1� :1.n·· (,, hirr· /Jir· :=i:-: IJ,,- :\ug-_ 2U :md 
b;,vv lho:i,1 011 1_,.:,ui-l 1,· . .- ,:,;11-::·, �r;L(.:[11 1�:r. (_:i;1rk
,-:;1id. 

• •• - -

l';u-'.it·i1:i:11,t:· •,-.ill ,w-n :it. /r-a"l -�7.'."�10 ami an 
,xii w:,tj,,11,;f 0:01 id:er •.v())1Ji $-·\, -;-2;)_ 

Tho�E> int PP!�tc-d in 
:Ju.: prn�ra,:, ean caii };00-
H;o-;O -� IX>: fan· !ri11.11· ��·J,w 
,�,;l�11J1. 

HALL HONOREES 

The Orii,J AJ.,'l-i'.'ltlturn! 
Cmrnril la.st v:ed< «11-
no-.u-,,x:,l thl' r, .. w· 1994 ins 
1l:1dr.e:; im,; :Jre: Ohi1, !\1;-
1icllir ural 1-l;di t.'i 1-'arne: 

• lfob l·�van�. of .�au­
_-:�_L,<e f:im�- i� hping r01..">:>f!­
ni:'t'.d fo,· a --·arifc't\; ,,f t'"!; 

SUZANNE 

STEEL 

Lri 1,1iU•m� lt• ag,:ic-uitt:J"("! li1rnughulit- lits t.1rt·t•r. 
11 e practit'(·,< Mnservation effmi.;; on hi:s Hi•, 
(;r:mJ,, Fa1"!1,, and he b:1., \\·Ork(,i t.o dt>\'l:!,,r, _yc:u· 
rn:rnd gnv.in}[ in Ohi,_.. 

Fv;ms n; o)p,"l �•cm,: fuurling- for tJ1c Ohi,_, 
lkll,· V;JJ,-,v Bull T�r- farilit·, and �,ch:,ed lo,'.1._rin 
tiil' Arw�1-ira.1 Qua1ter Hm��e C,:m_L,ri-c•&,, w�;i;:li 
1;,k,_,:,; p1ctn' in Columb11� e1-.·1-_:,· l:lll 

■ tu!,c,1- C1llte:-cnian, nf { :i.�\-d;i11d. i� l'l(•in_!'.
n-!·•>,!Tlized for h, rn111.Jil·,ui.ion-; r,:, the O),in ,.,.inr· 
i11d1t-;1;-y_ JI,,-_: Ll1.:dit,�l \\i:.h 1•n:.-;t:1•,inj! till- L�r;1pl'
,md -.•.in,) ir:d,i:-,tr_·. i•t tJ;,, :-=I.at,: i.hnmg_b Ii-. o;r.;- -
,-1,;L-.:.:· , ,r ,Ju, vlei(•J�. I.or:'.' .. \1nr, _-\n,j,, ,!'.Id r,.-1::;,1 (•:, 
·.,.ir.:,,n��:-: 1n th,·· 1 �r,-n�

( � ,�tP.:-=-m:1!1 w.-1:--. i:L-;1,-:11 n, ·11tal i11 _i._rcttir,g :Jw 
:-clatP's �'.1-;.1111.' pnl<itli•5:;. t,, 1::-:p,:111:1,:!11. •A-ith 1;,•w 
vari.-tit•3 In p1 -.:� luc1.: bdt l'<' \\ i ne;;_ J I..' also rwlpe,:l 
cn,.ale t hr. Om,; Grape lt,dtL'-l.,it:, !'t·oi-.'r:lnt, v:l1id1 

,eigh� othr.r st1ll!s have Li&_'(l as a mode]_ 
■ \\.�lliam Ridiards is fonn�r chi�{ nf the_• L'.S.

Soi.I Con-=;ervativn &.ni� ,,nd a fanrcer in Ctn::lc­
\ille.. Ohi,>. ll1, i� eu!lsidei'f:11 a pione<:r in. CTofl 
n--,_iduf• ma1,a�cmc11t anJ �topp..•d pl,i,\ing hi'." 

1 J!1X•H11,i i.-, the· late Y,O;;, earning- bi,�t lh� u11,;t1icim 
1.itle "'l ;1'3!:olfauw,· or Citn:'('!'"\':1U,,11 Till,a�l' ... ]_,·, 
!h: ;iJ;J-i-"Hl1.1�1-al lllf'\ii;;_

• 

Ho?. fo,_mcir.d the Ohio Top Farm,�r:-:. nt-g-,tniza­
rfon. a purehasing and !na;·keting ('(,'OJ'lerat.ive. As 
:hief (,f the Si _'.S. Richards w,.,;\.;ed OI! Stlil P.J'Cl-.im1 
.'Ml.ml. •,,--..Uands rmtL>ct.ion and V."aCO" rT\a'1ag-� 
me-11L 

•• 

■ Dt�an Simera!, now o1f l.er.�l•t111!. Fia.,
�n•('(I ;i., )r�gi,lat.iv(• n�p1-c�nt.a(;v1: r,1r tile Uhiu 
Fann llm-e:11_1 F,)oieration for mrn� than ;{i) -:C'as. 
in that c·:1p:1ciLf, Sirner:11 \\·n:·kC<i <Jn (,:--0;1:i,ii:-r 
:md n't'ulat(lrv i:-;.,ue:; 1k1t \VJul,l aift-:d th,: nn-al 
,•lt:elri<:' • L-v:�·,p,:·r.-itjvc:-,, tJ1e F�Lrnr Cn.>Jil :-::yst:cm, 
Coru,ltymark a:1<l Landmark, milk t"NJJ.ll.:r,nive.;;, 
:uid iec,-J aJ)(I grain indw;lry Hl-g'.U1i:r<1tj,_m.-.:.. 

�1m(�·:d w<wke<l (ort lhl-' appropria!.i,111:::, and 
bu<lg<•t. 11cecl� of Ohin Stat.t• UniH:�ily Kxt.ensi,:,n, 
C1,llegi:, of Agiit•;1ilure ant! Agricuitural J{esmrch 
and J),.,veloprnr:r,t Cr.nt�r, and for the 0hio J)p. 
(1<Ui.menl or Ag-,ir.Hitun:. 

Ht> <1l:-<1 workc,i on lr::��ialion �<• 1kit farm­
la11ci i:-< l;!.W• I ,;_( an a�rii:1;Jt.w�LI ll� vait:e an,! 
'A11rk,•ol l<• ,·:-1;11,fo,h a;._'li<:allural di:-IJic1.-; lo prn-
1.t"'l:I. fanr:t'.D' rmn, ,;m:h L!Jing, ,L..; nta.---:Ull'(' ;;uit�.

TJ,c fow· \\ill � ho1.oi'l'Ci at Uw Ohio 1-\i,'l"it.Ll­
ru,�tl I bl! ,:,f F:11w-· l�rmk /;c-1. :\u_�- I� d111in� lhe
Ohil) :-:;,;ii,1' r•·air_ 'f'il·kt0L, an' a•;:ii1ab!c fru-:n f::nn 
c•!�lni7�1lj,_ 1n--; ,md T,m, .\fr )lull. ac t<71i-4t�{G 

Suzam !12 Seed is a�ribusiness reporter for 
l he [}."{Jat<:ti.
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in America 
R HERBERT . 

, 

A Season 
Of 

Service 
Think of it as an 4—iclote to cyni-

,!..atn, a re.iectier ' -npant se1f-
..mehow to 

- 
the 1980's 
the can-do 

s, when large 
northers 01 fls• believed It 

as paasible ,.., • i remedies for 
viole.nce and ant.sr..... for poverty 
and ignorance, lor ti.e. ouffoonery and 
corruption of politicians, and for the 
Iyholesale degradation of the environ-
r1/>r1| 

s2IIe=.taneHIBeseTatiOn01 

| , r  \:11el!=anSlOaSea50n01Serv_ 
|I: .aIJBi!iC1110ninhiSinBUUTal 
aOi,ESS.|TneleiSSOrrUCn 10 bedOne 

r enOUBn,i|deed,10r i11iOnS010~ 
eTSW10aleSti11YOUPBinSPir1110 
81\1C01~ ]e Sal\eS; ServiCeI l00| | 

OnSePt.12,81delabOraleCere 
:T\OI]ieSPlanned10r\heSOUlnLaWn 0! 
\ileHn11eHOUSe.[1JeP5eSideMlSna 
C|9alServlCePJ08raIWi11 Be1 :U11Y 

UnJeyvvaY11SCailed.9meriCOrPS 

Patriotism rolls 
up its sleeves 

for AmeriCorps. 

• 

and it's descrilied as arnestic vet'• 
sion of the Peace Cor7::: Its scope is 
less than I would have wished. but 
more than we've come to expect froM 
a sociopolitical environment that 
over the past decade and a half has 
been poisoned by greed, a collapse of 
ideals and contempt fci-  the old-fash-
ioned notion of brotherhood. 

In that environment, we were free 
to choose between the national values 
espoused by Dr, MarCn Luther King 
)r. and those currently embraced by 
Representative Newt Gingrich. we 
opted for Mr. Gingrich's. 

The President's national serawie 
program is a modest step in Dr. 
King's direction. 

Under the program. several thou-
sand young Arnericans from all kinds 
of backgrounds will offer their serv-
ices to organizations working OF. 
probtems related to education, public 
safety, social services and the envi-
ronment. For a two-year commit-
ment, the participants will be paid 
$7,500 a year and will receive a credit 
of $9,450 ($4,725 a year) that can be 
used for college or graduate school 
expenses. 

The program will reach into urban, 
suburban and rural Arnerlca. Parts 
of it have already started. Young rnen 
and women are 'helping to restore 
wildlife habitats, conducting child-
hood immunization prograrns, escort-
ing.children and the elderly through 
dangerous inner-city neighborhoods, 
counseling drug abusers, providing, 
preventive health services and irra 
proving neglected playgrounds, 
parks and wetlands. 

Tiffany Tidwell, an honors gradu-
ate from the University of Kansas, is 
teaching French at a public school in 
the Mississippi Delta. Leo Negron, 
who grew up in a tough neighborhood 
in Chicago, is teaching construction 
skills to teen-agers. Laura Sullivan, 
who grew up in a wealthy suburb in 
Massachusetts, has joined a prograrn 
in Baltimore that provides assistance 
to poor women who want to starl their 
own businesses. 

' 4Wc 'lave a lot of domestic prob-
lems that need creative answers," 
Ms. s Alvan said. "And I wfinted to 
vt to know ti:e neighborhoods in the 
inner cities, lailer tt,ar just living in 
the ivory tower of a college communi-
ty:, 

She referred to friend: who are 
serving fn the military and said, 
"They are defending us inte• lationai-
ly. I feel strongly that there snould be 
a force of young peoplc that are kind 
of defending us domestically." 

Besides providing assistance to 
many worthwhile organizations, 
AmeriCorps is a way for young peo-
ple to a variety of fellow Ameri-
cans up close and personal, the way 
they really are, without the distorting 
filter of the boob tube. it's a way to 
get beyond the stereotypes of situa-
tion comedy and - _a! news. 

—Whenever p, • . ' said Els Se-
gal, chief chta • • _ , for this noble 
effort, "we war:! .; ounoters from dif-
ferent geographic areas, from differ-
ent races and ethnic groups and from 
different economic  backgrounds to 
pitch in and work together." 

Mr. Segal, an assistant to the Presi-
dent, the chief executive of the 
Corporation for National Service, lie 
expects to have 20,000 ArneriCor,ps 
enlistees spread out across the coun- 4 

try by the end of the year. "And if it 
works," he said, "w'e could have 
100,000 by the end of 1996." 

I have always believed that nation-
al service should be compulsory, Ev-
ery American should serve two years 
in some military or.civilian capacity. 
There should be more to patriotism 
than singing "The Star-Spangled 
Banner" at a ball game, Or rooting 
(from the comfort of our living 
rooms) for the American team to win 
a nationally televised war. 

ArneriCorps is a start. 

ialmess that ' 
become—r34-, 
Think of it a. 
spirit of the t 
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A Domestic Peace Corps With a '90s Twist 
Earlier this summer the national pr.:as 

focused on Bill Clinton's attack on conser-
vative talk show impresario Rush Lim-
baugh instead of focusing on Tim Hager, who introduced the president at a St. Louis event that day. It's a shame., Tim Hager 
may be a more interesting story. 

The 18-year-oid St. Louis native is one 
of the first AmeriCorps volunteers, the 
about-to-be-launched domestic sequel lo the Peace Corps. His AmeriCorps efforts to help stem violence in his neighbor-
hood have special meaning. Tim Hager 
••••••••I 

Politics & People 
By Albert R. hunt 

1 . ' 
was brutally beaten by thugs four years 
ago, leaving such permanent damage 
that he had to abandon his lifelorig 
dream of service in the Marine Corps. 
But ArneriCorpa is a special opportunity 
for special kids like Tim. 

'aeet. 12 the Clinton administration 
will formally launch AmeriCorps, a three-
year, Sae bilii on program that eventually 
aiins to put HOAG young men and women 
tu worh in E::ornmunity service in four ar-
eas: education, health arid human needs. 
are environment and public safety. This 
national service program was a major 
Clinton campaign prornise. 

The volunteers—there wilt be 20.000 the first year — will receive minimimawage 
pay amounting to about S7,500 a year and free health care. For one year of work they 
will get a 54.725 educational voucher that 
can be used far college. vocational educa-
tion, or to pay off a coilege loan. 

The head of the Ainerican service 
corps is Eli Segal, a 51-year-old former po-litieal activist, successful businessman 
am longtime Clinton confidant. tie 
seems ideatly suited for the task. He has  

euccessfully started up three businesses, 
providing' him a distinctive view of the 
challenges awaiting him. 

" We must view ourselves less as a 
grant maker and more as an investment 
banker; we hope to be very involved in 
these programs." He promises to set 
tough, business-like standards. "We don't 
believe we are going t.o solve the problems 
of crime, illiteracy or the environment, but 
we can make a difference. Any program 
that doesn't make a difference, where we 
can't say we have improved the situation, 
doesn't deserve to keep funding" 

Mr. Segal loves the idea of tapping into 
idealism, of AmeriCorps being a sequel to 
the Peace Corps or Civilian Conservation 
Corps. But he also believes its mission is to 
instill a sense of personal responsibility in 
its participants. The educational value he 
believes is critical. The average debt of a 
graduate of a public urtiversity or college 
is S6.500. AmeriCorps volunteers could 
serve up to two years, meaning lots of kids 
could go to college or use the vouehers to 
pay aff an educational debt. 

Unlike the Peace Corps or CCC, how-
ever, AmeriCorps seeks to build on exist-
ing programa—there are thousands af ef-
fective grass-roots organizations around 
Ainerica— and the existing propensity for 
young students, to -engage in volunteer 
work; one study shows that almost 70% of 
college students now do more than three 
hours of volunteer work a week. 

About two-thirds of the program will 
be formeled through the bipartisan 
ArneriCorps commissions established in 
the states. Final approval of any pro-
gram and participants will be made by 
the National Service Corp., but many of 
the ideas and much of the energy will 
bubble up from localities. 

"This really promises to he a grass-
roots effort beading on an infrastructure 
already there,-  says Vanessa Kirsch, the 
founder and executive director of Public 

Alties, a Washington-based program that 
enlists yotmg people to work in nonprofit 
and local governmental activities. "They 
really seem to be looking for people who 
are going to get down and dirty in the 
streets." 

Arnericorps projects an the drawing 
boards include: 

• Teaching underprivileged kids how to 
read. 

• Working with cleries to get youths out 
of gangs. 

• Teaming up 
with retired IBM ex-
ecutives to teach in-
ner-city children how 
to use computers. 

• Cleaning up the „. a 
shorelines of Galve-
ston Bay. a a 

• Working with 
the ?lavajo Indian 
nation on projects 
like providing clean 
tap water. 

• Helping rebuild hurricane-devastated 
homes in south Florida in tandem with 
Habitat for Humanity. 

There are more than a few critics who 
worry that the program will evolve into 
costly, political pork, or that it will be a 
feel-good, "goo-goo sop" to liberals. Some 
even ask why should the government 
"par volunteers. 

If Tim Hager is the prototype  of Arneri-
Corps volunteers, these concerns are 
groundless. Despite his earlier injury, he 
joined the Marine Corps last _year but 
eventually had to )eave when the  degener-
ative arthritis in his hips worsened.  He 
was devastated, but soon discovered 
Americorps, offering a chance not only for 
public service but also to return to his old 
neighborhood ancl work at reducing the 
sort of crime that afflicted him. 

"it was awful when I had to  leave 
the Marines. But now I feel like I'm 

- 

serving my country. maybe even in a 
rnore direct manner." he sa . Without 
the AmeriCorps job and aid he doubts 
that he would he able to go to cotlege. 
This is one reason the natio al service 
concept is much rnore ap ling than 
George I3ush's 1,000 Points of Light. 
which would have encoura d vohm-
teerism more as noblesse oblige for 
more affluent kids than as program 
to enlist and help working class kids 
like Mr. Hager. 

As for worries about politic l pork, Mr. 
Segal continually hammers ho e the point 
that these projects have got t make tan-
gible contributions to the com unities as 
well as to the participants. Th model is a 
demonstration project last s mer. Sorne 
80 young men and women w sent to 
Texas to publicize the child immu-
nization program and locate ildren who 
needed inoculations. The re t: There 
were 10aS89 immunizations i southern 
Texas. "For every SI we spent n this, the 
return was S5.65,-  Mr. Segal b gs, based 
on a study by his organization d the Cen-
ters for Disease Control. 

No one is better ab!e to assess the 
opportunities and proble facing 
AmeriCorps than the remar le R. Sar-
gent Striver, who started be Peace 
Corps more than 33 years ago. Mr. 
Shriver sees a lot more diffi ulties with 
this program because of the versity of 
existing efforts and the grea palitical 
problems with a domestically based ini-
tiative than a foreign-based o e. But the 
opportunities today are ple iful: "In 
1960 Jack Kennedy aroused a ort of ide-
alisrn arid self-sacri€iee; som thing sud-
denly began to happen. To y that is 
more the norm. This is one f the most 

• 

Eli Segai 

heartening developments of the last part 
of the 20th clqitury." 

Eli Segal has the potential to become 
the Sargent Striver of ihis decade. That 
would be an achievement. 

• 
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ON POLITICS - 

Domestic Peace Corps 
getting ready to serve 

WASHINOTON 

Several weeks ago, President 
Clinton rnade thc lend of news 
he can do without by criticizing 

ultraconservative radio and televi-
sion talk show host Rush L.:nil:laugh 
and his ilk for `a constant. unremit-
Ung drumbeat of negativism and 
cynicism" that clearly had gotten un-
der his skin. That night on televlston 
and in the next do's newspapers, 
Clinton's gripe overshadowed all else 
he had done that day. 

ln the news and political busi-
ness, it's called "stepping on your 
own story." The president aired his 
complaint in a phone interview from 
Air Force One as it flew to St. Louis, 
where he was headed to mark the 
beginning of a "Summer of Service" 
by 7,000 young volunteers in pilot 
projects of hfs new national service 
program. The idea was to spotlight 
the program, which is especially 
close to Clinton's heart. Instead, it 

. got swallowed up in the ensuing air-
waves flak between him and elec-
tronic America's biggest loudmouth. 

Determined to gtve the whole na-
&nal servlce effort a proper send-off 
as the first ainniversary of the sign-
ing of the national service act ap-
proaches, Clinton and all or most of 
his Cabinet members will take part 
in a more elaborate kickoff next 
month, fanning out around the 
country to herald the full-scale be-
ginritng of what has been popularly 
called the "domeStie Peace Corps." 

The idea of young Americans do-
ing various kinds of public servlce as 
a means of earning money for college 
— a stipend of $4.725 for a year's 
work totaling 1,700 hours, plus the 
minimum hourly wagc — was easily 
candidate Clinton's biggest cheer 
line in his speeches during the 1992 
campaign, especially on college cam-
puses, At the end of his first year in 
office, he singled out pAssage of the 
prograrn and enactment of the Brady 
gun controI btll as the accomplish-
ments that pleased him most. 

But while the national semice 
program, now called -A.mericorps," 
has generated considerable enthusi-
asm among prospective participantS 
— 80,000 young Americans have 
called lts toll-free number with inqui-
ries — lt has not approached the 
reception afforded John F, Kenne-
dy's overseas Peace Corps, estab-
lished in 1961, although it is already 
'forger. 

When the progra.m is officially 
launched on Sept. 12, there wtll be 
20,000 enlistees working in commu-
nities around  the countsv A rrorclin _ 

JACK JULES 
GERMOND & WITCOVER 

administrator of the Clinton presi-
dential campaign. That compares 
with 6,500 today tn the Peace Corps 
and 15,500 in its highest year. 

One reason the program has not 
Ignited public excitement the way 
the Peace Corps did in 1961, Segal 
suggests, is that the Peace Corps be-
gan in an era marked by much 
stronger patriotic — arid anti-Com-
munist — feelings, and was seen in 
those terms, Today, he says, the new 
effort is starting ̀ after three decades 
of failed social programs* and in thc 
wake of such events as the Vietnam 
war and the Watergate scandal that 
diminished publlc confidence tn goy-
ern.ment generally. 

Although some Senate Republi-
cans first filibustered the idea, it 
eventually won bipartisan backing. 
Wide public support, Segal says, 
mutt await "a demonstrable mea-
suie of success." . 

The recruits — all stgned on lo-
cally by community coalitions that 
have been awarded federal operating 
funds — will be undertaking such 
t.asks as community policing, public 
safety, dispute resolutlon, environ-
mental cleanup and teachtng assist-
ance, Pilot projects are under way 
now in a "Summer of Safety" by the 
first 7,000 enlistees in Americorps. 

ln St. Louis. for example. senior 
cscort servtces help the elderly walk 
through high-crime neighborhoods 
as they go about their lives, Also, 
dangerous alleyways have been 
fenced off to discouragc muggings 
and drug dealings, 

-there's a partache to the Peace 
Corps," Segal says respectfully. 
`Hopefully there will be a panache 
for Americorps," but of a different 
sort. The Peace Corps attracted col-
lege w'acluates of middle- and upper-
class backgrounds. The new nation-
al service corps reaches out to high 
school graduates and even dropouts, 
many of whom could not afford to go 
to collcge without earnings from it. 
On them rests Clinton's hope of 
achieving at home what JFK dld for 
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deserves 
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':4  Cin Oct.-14, 1960, 4 Brandeis-, ; 
freshman named Eli Segal read, :; 
about 4 'speech that 'Demo-, 4, Critic ''candidate , ' 
John F.'Kentedy had given the: 
daY before at the Univertity Of, 
Michigan with lines similar to 
the inaugural theme,' giask not' MORTON what your conn1~At~l~i;ACK~ '- ~ you. f ~ ' - r  rs 

ul,  can do foe 
=emu ';'iissimeesei' rememb

. . ~ - 
er thinhingi/He is--talking exactly about me,' 1  saya Mr. Segal, end itgot, !dr. Segal started on a road that led from work with. poor children and battered ViVILlell during college. and Iaw school to top roles in the 1968 Eugene McCarthy campaign and the 1972 George McGovern, campaign, where he hired Bill Clinton, and eventu-, ally to the post of chief of staff of Mr. Clinton's 1992' campaign. 

' nen Mr. Clinton won the presidency, Mr. Segal' was offered various jobs in the White House but' planned to return to his magazine business in Mas-. sachusetts until Mr. Clinton offered him the Job of. heading up the new national service program, ; He took it, believing that the soon-to-be launched anieriCorps could ' be for the 'Clinton presidency what the Peace Corps was for JFIVs; it could inspire 'generatipi r %young people to Service in the way hat words inspired Mr. Segal and so many ' !tilers in their parents' generation. 
The enactment of legislation setting up the `atonal Service Corparetion haa been one of Mr. linton's major. aceomplishments, even though it a.s received nowhere near the publicity of the. orth AmeriCan Free Trade Agreement or ;he 

.esident's economic program. 
Last summer, as a pilot, the national service pro• am put SO college and pre-college students to work Texas, spreading the word about childhood ism-ition. While they were Trotting, the number of >culationa Administered in Tern went up by cooo. 

This summer, as another pilot, 7,000 young people 
will be working in 90 projects in 70 cities as part of the `Summer of Safetr program, working with. police departments and community groups to orga-nize neighborhood anti-crime patrols, make parks safe and escOrt seniors and children in high-crime . 

' 
').',1*ter  full AmeriCorps program is scheduled to be ;launched Sept, 12 and put 20,000 young people to work, by, the end of its first year doing community 

Service :on • Public safety, education, the environ. ment and 'human needs.'  
In its ;Op Year of activity, 1966, the Peace Corps bad .1.5,5c80 yolunteers overseas; today, that number ia doWn to 6,500., Americorps is scheduled to expand to 100,000 volunteers twe years from now, assuming Cong-ress appropriates the necessary  

::says that,''Cle4Iiie widespread 'Stereo-types to the Oontrary, generation X alreSdy more motivated toward voIeinteer semice'aan Baby  
Boomerkiiare. He cite-ii UCLA survey'hf 220,000 col-' Iege freihinen showing that 68 percent reported doing at 'least three hews per week 'of volunteer work during the past,Ye.ar, and 10 percent reported doing mcire than aix hours every week. 

Mr. Segal says the survey justifies Mr. Clinton's line, repeated often during commencement speech- es, that `the myth about the cyrdeir and sell-centeredness of generation X is a big be-41'.., of bull.* 
cynicism seemingly does prevmfl '1,2 in the media. 

In the nine months since Mr —on 4isned the 
National Service Act irtto law, ti_c presideht-,ha-s referred to the program no fewer than' 76. es while producing practically no coverage in major 
newspapers or on television, according to Mr. Segal. 

Even given the media's penchant for concentrat. 
ing on bad news, ArneriCorps is a story of 
idealism deserving attention. 

Volunteers will receive the minimum 
wage while they work, plus health insur-
ance, and will get an education allowance 
of $4,725 for each year of service, up to a 
maximum of two years, 

Mr. Segal hopes that, unlike the Peace 
Corps;.,Americorps will not be dominated 
by middle-class whites but will be made 
up of all ethnic groups and social ciasses, 
That is the record of the Texas project, in 
which 60 percent of the :volunteers were 
members of racial ininorities, 

Clintona Americorps just might 
succeed. , 
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SATU1WAY, AUGUST 27, 1994 - 

Launching AmertCorps 
,I

 N THE MIDST of the political fighting of the 
past few weeks, a program that actually 
passed Congress with important bipartisan 

support has been almost forgotten. It is President 
Clinton's national service program, which will be 
formally kicked off on Sept. 12. 

National service was one of President Clinton's 
favorite programs during the 1992 campaign. His 
original idea was rather grand. Modeled after the 
old GI bill, the ,  program would have helped 
anyone go to college who was willing to volunteer 
for two years of service to the country. The idea 
was that government could help people while also 
fostering a sense of individual and social responsi- 
bility. Compared with that original plan, which 
theoretically envisioned a volunteer corps num-
bering in the hundreds of thousands, the one that 
actually passed Congress is far more modest. 
Only 20,000 young Americans will be involved in 
the new AmeriCorps program this year, and the 
grants will bejess generous than originally envi-
sioned. Scaling the program back was part of the 
price Mr. Clinton had to pay for Republican 
support. , 

Some have taken this as a "typical Clinton 
compromise," getting the form of a program but 
not anything close to the real thing. The truth, 
we shink, lies elsewhere. The Republicans who 
supported the plan but sought to scale it back slid 
so on the sound theory that a new program of 
this sort should be tested on a more modest 
scale. And Eli Segal, the president of the Corpo-
ration for National Service, likes to note that the 
20,000 volunteers the new AmeriCorps program 
is expected to sign up amount to about 4,000  

more people than the Peace Corps enrolled at its 
height. The program, moreover, is scheduled to 
grow substantially in coming years. 

If it works, AmeriCorps has the potential for 
doing something unusual: proving that the fedet-
al government can strengthen local institutions 
that are using practical means and the energies 
of citizens to solve neighborhood problems. So 
much social programming is built around a false 
dichotomy that has either the goverment solv-
ing problems or the people—usually volun-
teers—solving the problems themselves. But it is 
one of the premier tasks of government to 
strengthen rather than weaken the healthy im-
pulse of citizens tò take on problems themselves 

The other potential advantage of the progralo 
is that it does nbt seek to impose the federal 
government's own theories about community 
action on neighborhoods. Rather, volunteers wili 
go to work for existing neighborhood and govern-
mental entities, mostly with proven records. The 
programs will fall into four broad areas: educa-
tion, crime prevention, the environment and 
social programs helping young mothers, the 
homebound elderly, the homeless and residents 
of public housing projects. Mr. Segal says he 
wants programs to be judged by very practical 
measures: the nurnber of crack houses closed, 
block associations created, kids immunized, ur-
ban gardens planted, escorts for the elderly 
provided, fences in housing projects fixed, "Get-
ting things done" is the new program's cheerfully 
non-Utopian slogan. 
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"Two-fers" ta 
crN 

Several Milwaukee Foundation 
grants have supported projects 
thal do double duty— training for 
emptoyment while providing valu-
able community services. Some 
examples: 

• Milwaukee Community Ser-
vice Corps: Aimed at young 
adults withoul job skills, the 
program combines classroom 
education and work on commu- 
nity service projects for 120 
participants annually. Corps 
members have provided 
150,000 hours of community 

service helping in chikl care 
centers, fixing up dilapidated 
homes and cleaning vacant 
lots 

• Right Alternative Family Cen-
ter: Begun as a self help group 
of welfare mothers, its multi-
faceted program today includes 
a day care center staffed by 
former welfare recipients. Deb-
orah Darden, Right Allerna-
live's founder, will receive 
Atverno College's Telesis 
Award in November for the or-
ganization's success in mobiliz-

. 

CP4 
ra 

ing welfare recipients to help 
themselves. 

- Esperanza Unfda: Based on 
Milwaukee's near south side, 
the organization's Family Day 
Care Training Program trains 
Hispanic women to operate 
state-licensed in-home day 
care centers. Esperanza's oth-
er training programs—auto re- ti 
pair, auto body and asbestos , 0 
removal—all markel their ser- - 
vices to the community. 

•Some projects combine job training with community service 
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Economic development grants provide 

strong Ieverage for new opportunities 

SPRING AND SUMMER GRANTS 

At its March and June 

meetings, the Milwaukee 

Foundation awarded ap-

proximately $1,180,000 in 

grants to area organiza- / 

tions. The following orga-

nizations received grants 

of $5,000 or more.  
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Dwight Jones graduated from the Milwaukee Comminity Service Corps to a mason- n 
ry apprentice position. The Community Service Corps, launched with a Milwaukee m 
Foundation grant, provides education and work training for up to 1P0 jobless young 
adults each year. 
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Milwaukee Community Ser-
vice Corps, $13,000 to in-

crease the number ol young 

adult Corps members providing 

direct client services at commu-

nity based organizations and 

non-prolits in Milwaukee. 

-Job training and job development tra-
ditionally are viewed as public sector re-
sponsibilities,' explained Marks_ 'We've 
found, though, that privale funds can be 
very helpful in trying new approaches and 
new programs " 
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lst Wave of Service Corps 
Starts S. Side Duty Today 

By Basil Talbott 
Sun-Times Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON—Wearing gray 
uniforms with starbursts, the first 
Chicago contingent of AmeriCorps—
the new domestic Peace Corps—will 
invade a field of weeds today on the 
South Side. 

They are in the advance guard of 
20,000 Americans to be enrolled by 
fall in President Clinton's initiative to 
engage people in public service and 
help them with their education. 

Eli Segal, assistant to the president 
for national and community service, 
launched the program officially at a 
White House briefing Monday. 

AmeriCorps differs from the smaller 
and well-established Peace Corps, Se-
gal said, because it will be assembled 
from a variety of programs proposed 
and run by nonprofit organizations 
and federal agencies and not operated 
by a single Washington-based agency. 

A good example of the way it will 
work is found in the 50 recruits who 
start weed training today under a 
summer program devised by the U.S. 
Agriculture Department, the Chicago 
High School for Agricultural Science 
and the Chicago Housing Authority. 
After training at a garden at lllth 
and Hale, the recruita will apend eight 
weeks at the Ida B. Wells public  

housing project. 
Teams of 11 people each will recon-

dition a field at Madden Park across 
from Wells and then move into the 
CHA low-rises, painting, planting and 
pruning trees, putting in walks, build-
ing berms, and covering areas with 
grass. 

"It's a massive job but we want to 
make it an attractive place," said Bar-
bara Valerious, principal of the high 
school, who is doing the training for 
her group. 

The program drew recruits from 
different races and income levels—a 
mix of people from all over the metro-
politan area. Each recruit earns a little 
more than the minimum wage, and 
any corps member who finishes the 
program also gets a $1,000 education 
credit to be used for college, vocation-
al training or to repay a student loan. 

"The ethic is different from other 
job programs," said Joel Berg, who 
oversees Agriculture Department col-
laboration with AmeriCorps. "The 
work performed will mostly benefit 
the disadvantaged, but the people in 
the program will not solely be the 
disadvantaged." 

Full-year programs start in Septem-
ber. About 20 members, including 
some from the Ida B. Wells summer 
program, will be enrolled for a year. 
Each will receive $7,500 for a year of  

service and, if they finish, an addition-
al $4,725 education grant. 

In the first year, AmeriCorps will 
operate in 47 states with $31 million 
dispersed to nonprofit organizations 
and $16 million to federal agencies. 
Most organizations are still interview-
ing applicants for the yearlong pro-
grams. 

Other Chicago area programs in-
clude: 
• Fifty-five recruits enrolled by City 
Year, a Boston-based organization, 
who will start each day doing precision 
calisthenics at 8:15 a.m. in the Daley 
Center plaza before spreading out 
across the city in teams of 11 for a 
variety of activities. Included will be 
volunteer work at elementary schools, 
senior citizen homes, parks and low-
income neighborhoods. 
• One person working out of the High 
Ridge YMCA, organizing the city's 
first Earth Service Corps in East Rog-
ers Park. The staffer will organize 
teenagers to plant trees, clean up graf-
fiti, and develop trash recycling pro-
grams. 
IN Seven full-time and nine part-time 
recruits working with the I Have a 
Dream Foundation. The recruits will 
work with the 350 students already in 
the foundation program aimed at 
helping disadvantaged youngsters get 
a college education. 

44 The work performed will mostly benefit the disadvantaged, but the 
people in the program will not solely be the disadvantaged. 99 

—Joel Berg of the U.S. Agriculture Department 
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In America  
BOB HERBERT 

A Season 
Of 

Service 
Think of it as an antidote to cyni-

cism, a rejection of the rampant self-
ishness that managed somehow to 
become fashionable in the 1980's. 
Think of it as a return to the can-do 
spirit of the 50's and 60's, when large 
numbers of Americans believed it 
was possible to find remedies for 
violence and injustice, for poverty 
and ignorance, for the buffoonery and 
corruption of politicians, and for the 
wholesale degradation of the environ-
ment. 

"1 challenge a new generation of 
young Americans to a season of serv-
ice," said Bill Clinton in his inaugural 
address. "'There is so much to be done 
— enough, indeed, for millions of oth-
ers who are still young in spirit to 
give of themselves in service, too." 

On Sept. 12, amid elaborate cere-
monies planned for the South Lawn of 
the White House, the President's na-
tional service program will get fully 
under way. It's called AmeriCorps 

Patriotism rolls 
up its sleeves 

for AmeriCorps. 

• 

and it's described as a domestic ver-
sion of the Peace Corps. Its scope is 
less than I would have wished, but 
more than we've come to expect from 
a sociopolitical environment that 
over the past decade and a half has 
been poisoned by greed, a collapse of 
ideals and contempt for the old-fash-
ioned notion of brotherhood. 

ln that environment, we were free 
to choose between the national values 
espoused by Dr, Martin Luther King 
Jr. and those currently embraced by 
Representative Newt Gingrich. We 
opted for Mr. Gingrich's. 

The President's national service 
program is a modest step in Dr. 
King's direction. 

Under the program, several thou-
sand young Americans from all kinds 
of backgrounds will offer their serv-
ices to organizations working on 
problems related tó education, public 
safety, social services and the envi-
ronment. For a two-year commit-
ment, the participants will be paid 
$7,500 a year and will receive a credit 
of $9,450 ($4,725 a year) that can be 
used for college or graduate school 
expenses. 

The program will reach into urban, 
suburban and rural America. Parts 
of it have already started. Young men 
and women are helping to restore 
wildlife habitats, conducting child-
hood immunization programs, escort-
ing •children and the elderly through 
dangerous inner-city neighborhoods, 
counseling drug abusers, providing 
preventive health services and im-
proving neglected playgrounds, 
parks and wetlands. 

Tiffany Tidwell, an honors gradu-
ate from the University of Kansas, is 
teaching French at a public school in 
the Mississippi Delta. Leo Negron, 
who grew up in a tough neighborhood 
in Chicago, is teaching construction 
skills to teen-agers. Laura Sullivan, 
who grew up in a wealthy suburb in 
Massachusetts, has joined a program 
in Baltimore that provides assistance 
to poor women who want to start their 
own businesses. 

"We have a lot of domestic prob-
lerns that need creative answers," 
Ms. Sullivan said. "And I wanted to 
get to know the neighborhoods in the 
inner cities, rather than just living in 
the ivory tower of a college communi-
ty." 

She referred to friends who are 
serving in the military and said: 
"They are defending us international-
ly. I feel strongly that there should be 
a force of young people that are kind 
of defending us domestically." 

Besides providing assistance to 
many worthwhile organizations, 
AmeriCorps is a way for young peo-
ple to see a variety of fellow Ameri-
cans up close and personal, the way 
they really are, without the distorting 
filter of the boob tube. It's a way to 
get beyond the stereotypes of situa-
tion comedy and the local news. 

"Whenever possible," said Eli Se-
gal, chief chaperone for this noble 
effort, "we want youngsters from dif-
ferent geographic areas, from differ-
ent races and ethnic groups and from 
different economic backgrounds to 
pitch in and work together." 

Mr. Segal, an assistant to the Presi-
dent, is the chief executive of the 
Corporation for National Service. He 
expects to have 20,000 AmeriCorps 
enlistees spread out across the coun-
try by the end of the year. "And if it 
works," he said, "we could have 
100,000 by the end of 1996." 

I have always believed that nation-
al service should be compulsory. Ev-
exy American should serve two years 
in some military or,civilian capacity. 
There should be more to patriotism 
than singing "The Star-Spangled 
Banner" at a ball game, or rooting 
(from the comfort of our living 
rooms) for the American team to win 
a nationally televised war. 

AmeriCorps is a stRrt. E 



LaPen,r 

I N THE MIDST of the political fighting of the 
past few weeks, a program that actually 
passed Congress with important bipartisan 

support has been almost forgotten. It is President 
Clinton's national service program, which will be 
formally kicked off on Sept. 12. 

National service was one of President Clinton's 
favorite programs during the 1992 campaign. His 
original idea was rather grand. Modeled after the 
old GI bill, the program would have helped 
anyone go to college who was willing to volunteer 
for two years of service to the country. The idea 
was that government could help people while also 
fostering a sense of individual and social responsi-
bility. Compared with that original plan, which 
theoretically envisioned a volunteer corps num-

1

 bering in the hundreds of thousands, the one that 
actually passed Congress is far more modest. 
Only 20,000 young Americans will be involved in 
the new AmeriCorps program this year, and the 
grants will be less generous than originally envi-
sioned. Scaling the program back was part of the 
price Mr. Clinton had to pay for Republican 
support. 

Some have taken this as a "typical Clinton 
compromise," getting the form of a program but 
not anything close to the real thing. The truth, 
we think, lies elsewhere. The Republicans who 
supported the plan but sought to scale it back did 
so on the sound theory that a new program of 
this sort should be tested on a more modest 
scale. And Eli Segal, the president of the Corpo-
ration for National Service, likes to note that the 
20,000 volunteers the new AmeriCorps program 
is expected to sign up amount to about 4,000 

/17 

more people than the Peace Corps enrolled at its 
height. The program, moreover, is scheduled to 
grow substantially in coming years. 

If it works, AmeriCorps has the potential for 
doing something unusual: proving that the feder-
al government can strengthen local institutions 
that are using practical means and the energies 
of citizens to solve neighborhood problems. So 
much social programming is built around a false 
dichotomy that has either the government solv-
ing problems or the people—usually volun-
teers—solving the problems themselves. But it is 
one of the premier tasks of government to 
strengthen rather than weaken the healthy im-
pulse of citizens to take on problems themselves. 

The other potential advantage of the program 
is that it does not seek to impose the federal 
government's own theories about community 
action on neighborhoods. Rather, volunteers will 
go to work for existing neighborhood and govern-
mental entities, mostly with proven records. The 
programs will fall into four broad areas: educa-
tion, crime prevention, the environment and 
social programs helping young mothers, the 
homebound elderly, the homeless and residents 
of public housing projects. Mr. Segal says he 
wants prograrns to be judged by very practical 
measures: the number of crack houses closed, 
block associations created, kids immunized, ur-
ban gardens planted, escorts for the elderly 
provided, fences in housing projects fixed. "Get-
ting things done" is the new program's cheerfully 
non-Utopian slogan. 

Z jLaUnChin8AmeTiCOTPS 
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lst Wave of Service Corps 
Starts S. Side Duty Today 

By Basil Talbott 
Sun-Times WD3hIngton Booeu 

WASHINGTON—Wearing gray 
uniforms with starbursts, the tiro. 
Chicago contingent of AincriCorps---
the new dmnestic Peace Corps—will 
invade a field of weeds today on the 
South Side. 

They are in the advance guard of 
20,000 Americans to be enrolled by 
fall iii President Clinton's initiative to 
engage people in public service and 
help them with their educotion. 

Eli Segal, assistant to the president 
for national and community service, 
launched the program officially at a 
White House briefing Monday. 

AmeriCorps differs from the smaller 
and well-established Peace Corps. Se-
gal said, because it will be assembled 
from a variety of programs proposed 
and run by nonprofit organizations 
and federal agencies and not operated 
by a single Washington-based agency. 

A good example of the way it will 
work is found in the 60 recruits who 
start weed training today under a 
summer program devised by the U.S. 
Agriculture Department, the Chicago 
High School for Agricultural Science 
and the Chicago Housing Authority. 
After training at a garden at 1 I lth 
and lfale, the recruits will spend eight 
weeka nt lhe Icia 13. Wells public  

housing project. 
Teams of I I people each will recon-

dition a field at Madden Park across 
frorn Wells and then move into the 
CHA low-rises, painting, planting and 
pruning trees, putting in walks, build-
ing berms, and covering areas with 
grass. 

"h's a massive job but we want to 
rnake it an attractive place," said Bar-
bara Valerious, principal of the high 
school, who is doing the training for 
her group. 

The program drew recruits from 
different races and income levels—a 
rnix of people from all ovcr the metro-
politan area. Each rccruit earns a little 
rnore than the minimum wage, and 
any corps member who finishes the 
program also gets a $1,000 education 
credit to be used for college, vocation• 
al tralnlog or to repay a student loan. 

"The ethic is different from other 
job programs," said Joel I3erg, who 
oversees Agriculture Department col• 
laboration with AmeriCorps. "The 
work performed will mostly benefit 
the disadvantaged, but the people in 
the program will not solely be the 
disadvant aged." 

Full-year prograrns start in Septem-
ber. About 20 members, including 
some from the Ida 13. Wells summer 
program, will be enrolled for a year. 
11:ach will receive $7,500 for a year of  

service and, if thcy finials an addition-
al $4,725 education grant. 

In the first year, AmeriCorps will 
operate in 47 states with $31 million 
dispersed to nonprofit organizations 
and $16 million to federal agencies. 
Most organizations are still interView-
ing applicants for the yearlong pro-
grams. 

Other Chicago area programs in-
clude; 
MI Fifty-five recruits enrolled by City 
Yenr, a Boston-based organization, 
who w•s1I start each day doing precision 
calisthenics at 8:15 a.m. in the Iluley 
Center plaza before spreading out 
across the city in teams uf 1I for a 
variety of activities. Included will be 
volunteer work at elementary schools, 
senior citizen !Ionics, parks and low-
income neighborhoods, 
V One person working .out of the High 
Ridge YMCA, organizing the city's 
first Earth Service Corps in East Rog-
ers Purk. The staffer will organize 
teenagers to plant trees, clean up graf-
fiti, and develop trash recycling pro• 
grams. 
si &yell full-time and nine part-time 
recruits working with the I Have a 
Dream Foundation. The recruits will 
work with the 360 students already in 
the foundation program aimed at 
helping disadvantaged youngsters get 
a college education. 

44 lhe work performed will inostly benefit the disadvantaged, but the 
people in the program will not solely be the disadvantaged. ,9 

—Joel Berg of the U.S. Agrlculture Department 
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. 2 Section 2  Chicago Tribune, Wednesday, June 29, 1994 N S 

Americorps' recruits 
sweep into the d 

• U.S Department of Agriculture 
Se,:retary Mike Espy swept up 
piles of ticolten glass at the Mad 
den Pt - •!: housing development 
Tnesday to underscore the Clinton 
administration's resolve to im-
prov y conditions for America's 
poor. 

-The .1:Monistration is going to 

,t_lean up America." Espy said, 
'pushing a broom over an asphalt 
.1->asketNitt court in the South Sicte 
developmem at Ellis Avenue and 
l'ershilit -tcn,~:i. 

The T„,,ricutitire secretary ar-

rivcd a pep tall( and pta)-

mote Clinton's Aniericorps; a do-
mestic national service program. 

flocne '0 oro!(;rarn participants 
cie:In up and plant upwards 

*0.i.it) in dm-tilted flowers, trees 

'add ve,tetables at Madden Park. in 

a few weeioi, the voup will begin 

the same -wor% at the lila i3. Wells 

development. 
- The recruits, as part of the agri-

ulttite department's "Summer of 

Stifety" program, also will help 

?esidents o( both developments 

form nelgborhood watch groups. 

"This is a program where stu-

'dents c.an give something back to 

The communities. We cannot do 

anything without the participation 

and goodwill of the people we are 

trying to help," Espy added. 
His visit marks the third time, 

since April, that top adininistra-  

tion officials, including the presi-' 
dent and First Lady Hillary 
Rodnam Clinton, have rnade Chi-
caw) Housing Authortty develop-
ments the backdrop for social ills 
the,,  'vain to address. 

The pcesident pushed for pas-
sage of his crime bill and an as-
sail"! 'tit sports ban while touring 
the Robert Taylor Homes earlier 
this !nonth. Cepartment of Hous-
;, Urban Development Sec-

Heury Cisneros even spent 
: 1 nights at the Tay/tor proiect 

what was needed to Im 

prove life in public housing. 

Stoce then, Cisneros has em-
braced CHA Chairman Vincent 

rtian to demolish many of 

me Mal-rise buildings ln favor of 
catter"al-site and smaller deIMICild.

iT iY:n i.a-

-

*p•Ii trAt tigriculture department 
iiectin4 into the action by put-

ting youth, who wilt earn ;147 a 
..vee'.( and a .$1,000 educational 
tinnta upon completion of the pro-

gram, into sorne of the toughest 

public housing developments to 
resitknts to spruce up. 

Same residents said they're 

skeptical of politicians who pro-

mote efforts designed to help 

them. "There's been of lot of talk 

... and very little done." said 

David Smith, 47, a Madden Park 

resident. 
Smith said once the students 

disperse ln August, much a the 

garbage, broken glass and other 

- , 

;VW slowty return. 

About half of the recruits come 
from the Wells development. The 
rest come from across the city. 

"I don't st-e how they eto,-.ct 
peopte to volunteer to do any• 

thing. I clean up in front of my 
house, that's it," said Glenda 
Watkins, who lives in Madden 
Park with her husband and five 
children. "I think the work they'll 
do is good," she added. 

For the workera themselves,  

even small tasks such :is swtepilig 
can improve residents* lives, they 
said. 

"rite never setni Su hutch itlasS 
In rny life. It's terrible, !mil to 
think kids were playing around 
ail this stuff isn't very good." said 
Sheena Hodges, 16,. who lives In 
the 9000 block of South Union Av-
enue. 

Madden Park has 487 dwelling 
units and is one of the CtIA's 
smallest developments. It also has 

cf, c4to E 04,00 CLNIVEIcts 

otie of the hotising agericy's lowest 
vacancy rates at 3. t 4;er:eta. 

Nearly one in four of the 2,7tilt 
mitts at the Wells development is 
vacant. That doesn't worry the 
program's organizers. "Only une 
person has quit because of 
questions about safety," said Bar-
bara Valerious. principal of the 
Chicago High School for Agricul 
tural Sciences, who is overseeing 
the youths' efforts, 

"That's not bad," she added 

8Y\1+CX11MUn11U 
'fsisusE Sraia,  Witrma 
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1st Wave of Service Corps 
Starts S. Side Duty Today 

By Basil Talbott 
San-Times wsshIngton Baton, 

WASHINGTON—Wearing gray 
uniforms with starbursts, (he first 
Chicago contingent of AmeriCorps—
the ncw domestic Peace Curps—will 
invade a field uf wceds today on the 
South Side. 

They are in the advance gunrd of 
20.000 Americans to bc enrolkd by 
fnll in President Clinton's initiative to 
engago pcoplo in public service and 
hclp them with their educotion. 

Eli Sega!, assistant to thc president 
for national and community service, 
launched the program officially at a 

'White House bricfing Monday. 
AnieriCorps differs from the smaller 

anci wen-established Peace Corps. Se-
gal said, because it will be assembled 
from a variety of programs proposed 
and run by nonprofit organizations 
and federal agencies and not operated 
by a single Washington-based agency. 

A good example of the way it will 
work is found in the 60 recruits' who 
start weed training today under a 
summer program devised by the U.S. 
Agriculture I)epartment, the Chkogo 
1Nh School for Agricultural Science 
and the Chicago Housing AuthorRy. 
After training at a garden at IIlth 
and lIale, thc recruits will spend eight 
weeka nt the lda 13. Wens public  

housing project. 
Teams of II peopte each will recon-

dition a field at Madden Park acruss 
from Wells and thcn move into the 
CHA low-rises, painting, planting and 
pruning trees, putting in walks, build- 
Iug btrins, and covering areas with 
grass. 

"It's a massive job but we want to 
make it an attractive place," suid Bar-
bara Valerious, principal of the high 
school, who is duing the training for 
her group. 

The program drew recruita frorn 
different races and income levels—a 
mix of peoplc from all ovcr the metro-
politan area. Each recruit earns a little 
more than the minimum wnge, and 
any corps member who finishes the 
program also gets a S1,000 education 
credit to be used for college, vocation-
al training or to repay a student loan, 

"The ethic is different from other 
job programs," said Joel Berg, who 
oversees Agriculture Department col• 
)bora1ion with AmeriCorps. "The 
work performed will mostly bencfit 
the disadvantaged, but the people in 
the program will not solely be the 
disadvantaged." 

Full-year programs start In Septem-
ber. About 20 members, including 
some from the Ida B. Wells summer 
program, will be enrolled for a year. 
Each will receive 57,500 for a yeor of  

service and, if they finish, nn addition-
al S-1,725 education grant. 

. ln the first year, AmeriCorps wiN 
operate in -17 Mated with 531 million 
dispersed to nonprofit organizations 
and SIG million to federal! agencies. 
Most organizations are still interView-
ing applicants fur the yearlong pro-
grams. 

Other Chicago area programs in-
chide: 

Fifty-five recruits enrolkd by City 
Year, a Buston-hased organization, 
who will start each day doing precision 
calisthenics at 8:15 a.m. in the Daley 
Center plaza before sprcading out 
across the city in teams of ) for a 
variety of activities. Included will be 
volunteer work at elementary schoola, 
senior citizen homes, parks and low-
income neighborhoods. 

0»e person working out of the )šigh 
Ridge YMCA, organizing the city's 
first Eurth Service Corps in Fast Rog-
ers Purk. The staffer will orgnnize 
teenagers to plant trees, clean up graf-
fiti. and develop trash recycling pro-
grams. 

Scven full-time and ninc part-time 
recruits working with tire I Have a 
Dream Foundotion. The recruits will 
work with the 350 students already lo 
the foundation program aimed at 
helping disadvantaged youngsters get 
a conege education. 

i4 lhe work performed will mostly benefit the disadvantaged, but the 
people in the program will not solely be the disadvantaged. 99 

—Joel Berg of the U.S. Agrlculture Department i  
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Working 
Together 
Amerieorps To Spruce U p 
Urban And Rural Areas 
By Marqaret thilerman 
01 the Post-Dispatch Staff - 

Krista White, 22, a cotlege student from 
East St. Louis, and Audrey Morgan, 3€t; 4 
homemaker and mother of two from•Grani 
ite City, have found they share a lot iii 
comrnon: a concern for the environment4 4 
willingness to serve their community and 
participation in the newest govern:petit 
service corps in America. , 

The new friends are two of 30 Anieri:1 
Corp:, workers taking part in a project 
soL:iii so )rcr; in thc Mctro East by the United 

1 tes Departi'nent of.Agriculture. 
This week, White, Morgan and the oth-

er, in the USDA project arc training at 
Statc k....ornmunity College in East St. Lou-
is:  

Soon, they'll be out clean• ing up inner 
city _parks and shoruig up rural creeks. 
TllUirojeet is intended to "irnprove, re-
claim, restore and beautify land in urban 
as well as rural areas," according to a 
project description. . 

About20.of the participants will work in 
neighborhoods and parks in East St. Louis 
and Lovejoy. They'll clean vacant residen-
tial lots and replant them, fix greenhouses 
at East St. Louis Senior High Schaal and 
Jones Park, and restore athletic fields, 
several flower gardens and a lagoon and 
strearn channel in the park. 7, 

The other 10 will trudge througt 
streams- ark rebuild banks to. clean t) 

See CLEANUP, Page 4 
Yn 

▪AmeriCoirpi projeCt to boas.. 
Belleville neighborhoods . . . . . . . . 

• - - - 
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Cleanup 
From page one 
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after last year's flood and prevent 
future flooding at sites around St. 
Clair and Madison counties. The 
flr)ods wreaked much damage to Met • 
rn East streams, and many emergnn-
cy repairs snch clearing out  

Harding Ditch — are needed. 
AineriCorps — President Bill Clin-

ton's new natiunal service prograrn 
— helps  people etirn college or voca-
tional scholarships nr repay educa-
tional. loans whilr r y reb•Jilt" 

• •OIN. AA. 

COllitnumties, . 
While. a junior at Southern Illinois 

University of EdWardsville, got in-
volved in AmeriCorps when ..anisicnd 
told her about the opportunitirnf 

Witne ha:4 a 3-year•olir son at 
home. This gives hcr some money lo 
build fur then luture. 

"rrn :oncerned about the environ-
ment. aad I thought it would be a 
goon ining to learn to garden and lu 
help :Ile community," Wnite said. 
And she had one more reason for 
signing up: "1 care abouLEast St, 
Louis. I've hved here all my life." 

Mointan has volunteered as a gar-
dentin; cxpert for the University of 

extensIOn semice and worked 
in the demonstration garden for .the 

DIstrict. She thinks 
a career in hInclcupe architecture . 
might it.! )u;t what she wants — anc 
AnleriCorps will give her the oppor-
tunity to pursue her dreain. 

Morgan gnt interested when she 
heard AmeriCorps would "pay my 
child care, giVe rne ed4catiou benefits 
and I get to do service fur the com-
munity, That hooked roc inl" 

She's excited, about creating a 
new, clean habital for fish by working 
in the streams. 

And what she likes hest is that 
"this something good, something 
pusitive" for the community. 

Nationwide,•.some mon people 
arc in the first AmeriCorps group, 
and about. 1.200 of them are in De-
partment of Agriculture projects. Mi• 
nois has the largest USDA project of 
any state, said Rod Atterberry, who 
is stkte facilitator for the USDA 

, 
AmeriCorps projects. 

"We want to make this a model for 
the nation," said Don Wallace, who is 
Statc Community Coneg,e's coordina-
tor for the program. 

The .ArneriCorps participants will 
wurli closely with neighborhooct or-
ganizations in East St. Louis and 
Lovejriy: 

"People from all walks of life, who 
had a range of experience and educa-
tional ba.ckgrounds, wcrc interested 
in becoming a part of what we're 
doing," Wallace said. 

Rufus.Williams, who's-the co-coor-
- 

thers interviewed 
shared the same spirit 
of wanting to contribute 
to their community. 

clinator for the. AmeriCorps tearns 
Eat St. I.ouis, said abnut 25() people 
applied tor the 30 spots, Williams 
works for thc USDA .Soil Conserva-
tion Service. 

"We had so many excellent candi-
dates to select from," he said. The 
East St, Louis Horticulture Council 
hclpcd make the decision. 

A,t a kickoff ceremony irk Septem-
ber, guests came to East St. Louis 
from as far away as Washington. 

As part of the training, John F, 
liarryrnari, district conservationist 
for the Soil Conservation Service, is 
teaching the techniques of conserva-  

dun that were oncc taught tolti6K-
ern of the Depression-cra (:it~lian 
Conservation Corps. 

- "We're dusting off the ancient 
techniques of the CCC," he- said. 
Creeks will be fixe.d with willoW.Pbsn4 
and sttengthened with ccdar 
revelments. 

The plan is to restore creeks in the 
bluffs so they won't Good: this will 
prevent dirt spills and silt build-up in 
the streams bclow in the floOd plain. 

At their training sessions at. State 
Community College this week..lho 
AmeriCorps team workers worCLgtaY 
shirts with black and red trim and thc 
proud slogan: "AmeriCorps: Getting 
Phings Done," 

William LeRoy, 28, of East St. 
Louis, said the edtkation Uencfits 
would let him finish college. At thc 
same timc, AmeriCorps' eontribu-
tions "will give the city of F.ast St. 
biuis a better image.- , 

ameš Face, 39. of East St. Louiii, 
s s the project should "benefli:Alic 

mmulnity for years and yeta.to 
come." At the same time, t -tee, 
who's the father of toio, plans to pay • off his education loans. 

Others interviewed shared_Wie 
same spirit of wanting to contribute 
to their community, 3:y-I Andernon, 
21, wants to help ElY Louis. 
Michael Smith, 47, sens this as a 
chance to combine his yard work 
skills anti love of outdoors with com-
munity service. 

For more information. call Rufus 
Williams at (618)234-1484 or the 
toll-free national USDA Amerieorps 
hotline at 1-800-880-4183. ' 
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AIKIE- FlICORFS0 TO HOST 
NUTRITIONAL WORKSHOP 
The USDA Americorps Anti-

Hunger Team will host a workshop 
on nutrition and food safety on 
Wednesday, November 16, 1994, 
at 11:30 a.m. at the Neighborhood 
Facility Building located at 501 N. 
Hayden St., Belzoni, MS. The pur-
pose of this session is to share in-
formation with residents about the 
importance of preparing healthy, 
well-balanced meals, and, following 
the doctor's order on prescribed T^ --. 
menus for specific hcalth condi-
tions. The public is invited to at-
tend this important evcnt. For more , -. • 
information call (601) 247-1305. 

GRTJXNYOUTH PAGE 02 

HEALTH FAIR AT 
GUARANTY BANK 

Over 100 people participated 
health fair at Guaranty Bank Trust Co., on Thursday, Novemt 3. In recognition of Diabei Month (November), nurses and registered dietitian with Mid-Del Home Health provided free blot pressure and blood sugar checks the bank. 
Ten local corp members of tt new USDA Anti-Hunger Corp 

Community Service organizatio came as a group (with Crew Leadt Evelyn Bankhead and proj& 
coordinator Sarah Hood) to partici pate in the heahh fair and obtai: health-related information. 
Katherine Davis, Certified Diabe tes Educator and Registered Dieti tian with Mid-Delta Home Health talked with participants about thi symptoms of Diabetes, and pros vided nutntion counseling and in-formation to those who expenence problems with high blood sugar, etc. 

For those interested in learning more ahout Diabetes, you are in-vited to attend the Humphreys County Diabetes Support Group. Cooking for the Holidays is the scheduled program for the Novem-ber Diabetes Support Group meet-ing. The meeting will be held from 6-7 p.m. on Monday. November 21, 1994 at the Hurnphreys County Neighborhood Facility Building at 501 Hayden St., m Belzoni. 
Katherine Davis will lead the rneeting and answer any questions you may have. Mid-Delta sponsors the suppon group as a way to provide an informal setting for' people with Diabetes to obtain in-formation on a -w, ariety of topics such as foot care, controlling blood sugar, nutrition, and helpful hints on maintarning healthy diets. 

4410 

•.• • 

• .•41 
• 

Guaranty Bank & Trust Co. employees Shirley Chisolm (seated) and Sheila Outlaw took advantage of the free blood sugar pressure checks given at the bank for Diabetes 
Month. 

Mid DeiNi Home Health Dietitian Katherine Davis (right) counsels Saran Hood nutrilionol information and hkxkl sugar levels, while one uf I{„~~I', ' mcinhers hos hi!, blood pressure checked by Goldie BcdfoR.1, [.1". I r„;rii,4r;,unu loon Niullo;,, LPN finishes her shift hc.iith 
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Milwaukee chosen for and-hunger :program 
AU BIA8)- 10aV 
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a U8aVe 

OB=.Wbe \rb8dm 
September. will 111 t kt • . t 7,000 
AmeriCorps members working in 
urban and rural communities in 47 
states and the District of Columbia. 

Program participants will earn 

college or vocational scholarships 
or vouchers to repay college loans. 

The Hunger Task Force of Mil-
waukee and the Milwaukee Com-
munity Service Corps. will collabo-
rate on Milwaukee County's anti-
hunger program, U.S. Rep. Thomas 
M. Barrett, D-Wisconsin, said. 

The project will recruit 40 area 
young adults, ages 18 to 23, to work 
for a year in community outreach 
for anti-hunger programs, renovate 

and construct food pantries, estab-
lish additional farmers markets and 
community gardens and increase 
the capacit3 of emergency food 
programs. 

In return, AmeriCorps partici-
pants will $4.75 per hour. 
Upon completion of service, they 
will receive a $4,725 scholarship. 

The task force feeds more than 
39,000 people each month, including 
more than 2:5,000 children. 
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w I !/ . . Ned, Jersey Academy for Comm4; 
fifty Service and..Service Learning, 

  housed at Rutgers. • , 

l 

Palione said It was fitting to an; 
nource the provam In Plscatli: 

. unity. the site chosen hat year I 
• ilresident sill Clinton to announc 

his plans for a natiorial servicE 
corps. Clinton visited Rutgers tint:, 
vetnily's ' Louis Brown Athleti< 
center to talk about the corpS,Itrig 
ie.: highlight the univetsity's own 
community Service program. Thc 
national service corps is. similar 1  . spirit, If not size, to the Clvill4 

• and, Youth Conservation Corp, .tif 
the 19305, • . . - q 

. ' In addition to'on.thc-lob educl,  
titan find eaFerlence. Clinton's Otis 
tiatiVe calls for collep tuition 
aedit. . • • Ill • . . 

• . The intetshed management 
poach to environmental prote$14 
tion Is pining popularity ,as pc 
pie • realize. the„ ecologica 
Importance Of "nonpoinr source 
Or people source, pollutlun, sai4 
David Peltier, exec:Rime direaq 
of the Upper Raritan Waterthiii 
Association. Whatever happens 
the watershed itnpaCts 'the Fivek . . 1 hc Said, , 

. ' "it =Ins 'in the afr a9 rain that 
waShes through the air pollucfocrnl 
said Ptilfer..,The rain then collecte 

% whatever la Ion the ground,' includi 
ing litter, hail and chemicals, and 
pours SOMC Of it into the river. • • 

Pelffer estimated that 60 1; .F:7, cent of all stater pollution is cru 
atcd this suay now that indostr4 
diseharge pipes, the notoriom 
"point" sources. ' have )argeiy 
feed regulated and Cleared up. 
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Americorps offermeg 
• 

openings.in the 
Four Corners area 

The U. S. Department of 
Agriculture is lannebiog the 
Americorps program la Utab tbis 

month by offering opportunities to 

about 40 college graduates to gain 

work experiente and tuition reim-
bursement while belping develop ru-

ral areas of the Foto Comers region. 
Americorps is President Still 

Clinton's new national 5elYiGe iei- 

dative that establishes a "domestic 

,Peace Corps." . 
Job opportunities are available in 

Utah. New Mexico, Colorado and 
Arizona in the disciplines of educa-
tion, information, small-scale agri-
culture develop:emu, natural re-
WOWS inventory and determiniag 
industry potential. 

' Americorps is seeking college 
graduates with an interest in rural 
development To request an applica-
tion and learn about Americorps in 

the Four Corners region. call 1-843-
7841445. Applications will be are 

aped through Sept 30. 
Participants will earn a stirend of 

S12,000 foc working 1,100 hours 

during a 10- to 12-month wind. 

ilsey will also receive bealth insur-

once and reimbursement for child 

care, if necessary. Upon completion 

of the 1,Š00 hours. axi education 

voucher of $4.725 will be awarded. 

Tbe voucher may te used to repay  

student loans and/or bc applied to-
ward tuition for IffiadVEICed &pee. 

Tbe Four Corners initiative will 
focus on eoonomic development a.nd 
etivirotIlleutal Cooscrvatiork, 
Specifically, Americorps members 
will be conducting an analysis of the 
potential for eatural resource based. 
Value-added iEldLLSCries in the region: 
conducting re.Searth 1,1310 the role of 
natural resource ba.sed industries in 
local economies; and assisting lim-
ited re.source Canners in developing a 
database of regional demographics 
and assisting With tourism industry 
maaagamienL 

1 

••• 

• 

•. I 1. 1 , . , • 
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USDA to launch national 
service program in state 

Tearn USDA will launch the 
Arnericorps program in Utah 
this month by offering oppor-
tunities to about 40 college 
graduates to gain work experi-
erica and tuition reimburse-
ment while helping develop 
rural areas of the Four Core 
rters region. 

Americorps is President 
Bill Clinton's new national 
service initiative that esta-
blishes a "domestic Peace 
Corps," 

Job opportunities are avail- 
able in Utah, New Mexico, 
Colorado and Arizona in the 
disciplines of education, infor-
zriation, small-scale agricul-
ture development, natural 
rosouTces inventory and 
determining industry 
potential. 

Amencorps is seeking col-
lege graduates with an inter-
est in rural development To 
request an application and 
learn about Arnericorps in the 
Pour Corners region, call toll-
free at 1-800-784-1445 Appl.i. 
cations will be accepted 
through Sept, 30. 

Participants win earn a 
stipend of $12.000 for worki 
1.800 hours duri.ng a 10- to 
12.month pcnod They will  

also receive health insurance 
anti reimbursement for child 
care if necessary. Upon com-
pletion of the 1,800 hours, an 
education voucher of $4,725 
will be awarded. The voucher 
may be used to repay atudent 
loans arid/or be applied tow-
ard tuition for an advanced 
deree 

According to Kresha East. 
roan, Utah's A.mericorps pro- 
ject manager, the );'our Cor-
ners initiative will focus on 
economic development and 
environmental conservation. 

Specifically, Americorps 
zo embers will conduct ari 
analysis of the potential for 
natural resource based, yalue• 
added industries in the region; 
conduct research into the.role 
of natural resource based 
industries in local economies; 
and assist ).imited resource 
farmers in developing small-
scale agriculture enterpnses. 
Members will also develop a 
database of regional demo-
graphics and assist with tour-
ism industry toanagerncrit. 

Eastecari is a resource con: 
servation arid development 
coordinator for the United 
States Soil Conservation Ser-
vice in Price. 
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TQ APPLY 

Contact the Nbasisaimi Commie-
sion on National and Community 
Service at 982-8779 to apply to 
work or to sooty fix a grant 

CLARION LEDGER (JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI) 

MOXetnan250AmeriC05PSWOrKerSWi11hemOUinS{5 
• The program benefits both 
the community and the 
volunteers_ 1 z  1 I - ~ c.~ 

Paramarlaill purr &WO WrIlur 

Hundreds of people will been work in 
Mississippi this fall, fighting hunger, 
beaching students, enhancing habitat for 
the red-coclurcled woodpecker and more. 

"We're darn proud to get the help," 
said Don Bolinger, apokeeinan for the 
U.S. Forest Service in Jackeon. 

The Forest Servioe will get 20 of the 

TODAY'S EXTRA 
•,- . _ 

more than 250 workers for work in the 
Bienville National Forest through the 
U.S. Department of-Agriculture's Public 
Lands and Environment Teem, one of 
five AnteriCorpe programs guaranteed 
funding for nest year in IVEuleireippi. 

The others are Teach for America, 
Delta Service Corps, USDA Rural Devel-
opment Terre and the USDA And-Ifun - 
ger Teem. 

Tbe five programs are !emu 58 the  

White House in June announced will op-
erste ix elraost every state starting ia 
September. 

More programa With another 200 to 
250 Jobe may be available for the state,  

but fundingfor tbsm has sot bees final-
ized, said Marsha Meelui Kean execu-
tive director of tbe Muisiesippi-Coeskria-
Irian os National and. Commimity, Sew 
vice, which overeesethe tussesrui: 

Preeident Cliston famed the Aimed-
Corps megrim leet September, adding 
new community service programs to es-
isting ones, moth es Volunteers in Servios 
to America. 

AmeriCoepo workers, age 17 and up,• 
get. a living etipend of up to $7,500 end en 
educational benefit of $4,725 to use for 
college and vocational school 

See SKRV1CE, 5A 

Wry Steve Welton 
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AmenCorps to help restore 
some of Columbia Slough 
r. 

*Workers in the new program 
will receive a smalt monthly 
wage and college hiftlon cued.; 
for their part ln the project - 
Ely JOE FITZOMBON  - 
Corr* Wodent The Orecceiati 

• 

At least two dozen of President 
Clinton's newly created Amer.Corns 
siOrkers will be helping restore por-
dens of the Cohimbia Slough before 
thp end of summer. 
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project to restore portons of the Co-
lumbia Slough and Whitaker Pond 
as a znodel for the national service 
Program 

'This sends out 3.11 important mes-
sage to the eztire region, but espe-
cially tbe African-Amel-ican commu-
nity that wa are going to do 
something about environmental 
damage," said Metro Couno.lor Ed 
Washington, who co-sponsored the 
PrZeol Proposal with Portland State 
Professor Barry Messer. Washing• 
ton grew up in North Portland near 
tbe Columbia Slough and said that 
be has made its restoration a per-
sonal goal. 

"People of color have been fishing 
and using the slough for recreatan 
and it's long Past dine we make it 
the jewel We always had t,tie poten• 
tial to be." 

According to Messer, the progarn 
will hire 20 youths tkill-time to work 
on restoration projects along the 
slough over the next two years. An-
other &nen part-time college stu-
dents will act as mentors for high 
school students Crom Roosevelt, 
Grant, JeCerson and Marshall high 
schools studying natural resource 
management along the 18-mile wa-
terway. 

Messer said that he and Washing-

•:11 1
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■WHATIThe newly created ArnariCoips 
to help solve environmental yobierns. 

l WHO'S IN ft H•gh school and college 
students 

II WHAT DO THEY1A In Portland, the 
jcb wil be yes* along the Colurrbia 
Slough and WMakei Pord 

*vWT00THEr AST00mOnlnN 
5HOenCandW10S.T25i]N#aaeO 
14s 

III WHERE TO CALLCcri=1 Ed Wash-
ington at Men 797-1546 a call 1-800-
94ACORPS. 

ton spent more than a year drafting 
the slough proposal and expected 
work to get under way around 
Labor Day. 

'11-le actual arnouzt of money we 
will have to spend has not been de-
termined yet, but it might be close to 
El million," said Messer. 

For its initial year. CNCS will 
fund 42 different ArneriCorps proj. 
ects operating tn 32 states. Portland 
and five other urban sites were se-
le:clad for funding, including Atlan-
ta. Chicago, East St. Louis. 3ost3n 
.nd Washington. D.C. 



THE DISPATCH (COLUMBUS, OHIO)

AmeriCo,ps project will benefit Darby Creek 
1\:1,,p_. ti,llp i:-: "'' tJi,, \\"«i_-,.- t,, l,1-<•1J IJarhy Cn,d. 

p1i�1j111· 
Tlw ,·,·c-.•k·-; \\.tL,•i�h.-,l h;t..:; Jx,,:11 rh<IN.•n a� 

n, '" .-.f -IL ,\m<·ri( :. ,q;r,; prr1_ji.tl-.; �rninisl.r:Hxl !;v 
1.11(' Ii.,-..; h.:n11 1 n11·:rl of ;\.J...'1'1(11h1u-c. 

:'\111,.,iCnqre- J. IJiP 11;t<.i.1l1al �n°i4'(• p);♦11 Iha( 
;d,. p:11111'�'.;llll., ,,,' ,111 ,, ,,11, .. , •. , ..... Vf)(.'ali('l'l:l :-,,d)(Ko!
,d11,Lu·::111'� •.d-,1�· ·.•,01 i,ittj.! /{,I' ,n,· 1'(:,tllU,,. 

:--:, .... 1�-p'.! · wi!: h, • hin-,J 1l•nJ11¥h d1r· P'"<l,!l�m, 
:,, work !�1 !h- Dari,:,· Cre,+ 1,mjfx1, c':1i11 J.aw­
n'rn·r· < lark. ,�,c.- mn:'!'t•,.;11i1,ni�t. fot· Ohll',\ S.-.u 
(_:,,r��'rY:ti.101: ;--:,,p,-ie,· 

'·'J'l11� ,•.1h lwlp "'°'''W.ir:tte LIK.• e,tfo11:- hr1�• .
,�11.li u.., i\;if;1n· C,111:,,:-r·:;111(�,.-- Clark .;;;i.id. 

"'Tlw -:[urk·nb ,,am ct :-:null .�i.ipPml :,r,d 
1.:1ni1L-... :i,,· r,411•;�,_ :,i1d 1: hel1l(S 11:-: �,-t <.'llll�(•t"\':1/.�.ofl 
o,1 llw !.,11,: \.I.��'' tirl11 l11ki�'.'f•b. i1··,, �Jf_,,•� dilfo,:lt 
tn alli,,,I t.lw• �1;11\' ',\'(' lll'f·d (,, <l'I ;11; ,,r I.fl,, 
(·1>11�·:..,;;,-,;,!f)fl w,wk lh;1I 'K"'tl� 111 111• ,lr,nc."

rrn,;· ,,r u .,:• {'l!ipl, •_','•�('� • v:ill \lork ,,ith 11.tr.tl 
:md urha11 l;uu � 1w1;('10-, �:t.'ll l,\.'1•:,. Bt><·rv. ;ry;rirni 
Lw·;ll ,.,_.,nlim1l,w for rh,.: \al.1111• ( :on;;,:·rvarH'\' in 
C11ln1:i!,1J" Tl,,·:� ·11 trai11 lo ◄W\·dop \\holl• fan11 
pb11,-._ ,i.-.-..tgn fiil•·r �L,iµ.� Jl' .. ':ar iii;• t:rP,•h :u11J 1,\-,1rk 
ir 11rh;m ;m•,;;; fr, m/)1111,,r •,d11.•rp �mm wal.i·1· ,� 
)!oir,�. ht· ,e;.;,I. 

:\nnllil'r ,�01-k,:r ·.,iU plani. tn.•t-:- ir. th,:, 1ipmi­
:i11 l,,itT,·,· :;trip :IJFrl_ '.\'hid, ;,: lloe rand llf:\l t,, llii! 
1-:-1•1•1, Th<· s1x�h ,_, 111 !-,.,,_.,fk • , li1• .. ri1-t't' k<:•·1-..·r.'· 
;l!111 ·,\Ill --l'n";,,11· :111o(lwr ,-.,>( nf ,_._,-•� '•n Ow ,_,-p,-k" 
\.(1 1qy11·t ,r :r:i:--1, i.� du-l'1•·tl, fn:;� :il"P l',tl l'I' 
,k.,..d,,p1 n,·11i. r..-i: '"" rJ,.,, .. B,·,·n· ,-..,i,i

1 1 1'.1•11,J,,:1,-. :u·,. r,. bin· 1J11· ::i\ Ii:,- ,\ug-.. 20 :c!1d
h:1v,· th,-,., . ,,. 1,.:,1nl ;,_-.. ,-,;1r:,· :-:.•i•l!:111111,r. ("i;wk 
,-.;111I 

l':11·'i,·i 1 �11,t: \\ill ,·;1n, :11 /,·;L-,1 -:-7.:-,i)O ;1rui ;111 
,�h1,•;:l.lt•ll,.i'' .. ollJ,1 l'I' \\oP1J, fl .7�--•-

Tho,t' int Pn:;:lFd in 
,fa, /ll"l)!ra,:, ear; ,al/ S00-
.1-(��1 l 1 �:-; f,.,. !rt1 •.•1· l!·J,)t· 
1:1;1!,J,o11 

• 

HALL HONOREES 
The Ot,i,_1 A1-,'li-:itllur.il 

Co1J11ril l:1.;;t Wl.'1)t<. :ill· 
110,,u-... ,-1 !ht• f,_o1.u- J '.i9;1 in,
,l:K:tf'e:: in<o :Ju� OhH• A1(-
1x,,ir111:tl Hali l.'i' l·'a1.'lc: 

.B,,i.,, l•:v;u,�. ,1f .,;J11-
•3a1:,� ra,�I(•_ i,: tl(-ifl? r, ... ,.'�>Ji­
nl:r.cd f�·.•�- a ·,·at°k.'t·.,· ,·,f Ci•?i

SUZANNE 

STEEL 

!1ilillt.�:,a, Ip ;'1,�r:i111il1;n- thmuglioHI hi� C'."<1n °1!r.
I I,� practin-" ,;,lf1snv:11.io11 l'!foti .. � ,1n hi.'> l{i,,
(;,�111<i,° Fa1�1!. a,J(I i1<� In, \\·•irk<•l to d1.'\'('� 'I ' _ye;u· 
m:mol �rn1j1w in Oh�.•-

h-:m." i,;•Jp1v! :-:,t:'\'rrrrc fu11rhn.g· for th<: Ohio:, 
1'>(·11,· V;Jk:.} Bull T,:-:;t fa<'ilit:,- am! helr-e.:l li,)�rin 
t.l� ,\nw1ira:i Quart.et· Hor,e C,:,11.1..rr<�--;, whi,:li
t.,k•·� pla11• in (\ilum)'llr.-; er, ·ry fall 

■ l:,1t._,,1 ';otw,-.n,an, nf ( :),'\d;111d. r.< ho:•in.r.
n.,·,,gni,e,I Ji:.r };i.; ,·1•11l1il·111Jon•; 1,:, l.1;1' ( t),io wiPJ.'· 
11ltl11.;1(·:. II,· : ,:l'l:di<.11! �,.:.I, 1•n:,:,:1•,ir11� till.- L:r;11�· 
and -.•:i1�• i1:d,1:-,tr:, ;•, lb• ::t1l,, !.hrnu;.-.h Ii� 1)1.;- • 
I !t;L"-.' .• r ;.Ir,, \fr·w•r-:. 1,,,r:--.. \1n11 .-\mi,• ;i·,d l\fa:ilt·.\
·.,11.1•1·, ...... II� �h, ·· ]�_l'"illo..: 

(;. ,�! r':'-m;1!1 1\:;1c, i·L�I ,-:11 "' •11l;tl i11 1.,11•lfa1g :Jw 
�la:.1.-,-. �'.'�'Ill' pm<l1" •.•10 11.• , ·:,p,;•1i1: 11:!11 wilh r.,•w 
,-:uwti,•.� In p,.,._ lu,:1.: i1<•tll.-<' 1\·in,•,. 11,• :ii,.., il<'lpr,l
,::,-:1tl' 11-11• Oh.i,; t_:rap1.> lnd1L-;t.,il·..-: l'rf)f...'1�1111, v:l11d1 

,(•igl1� olh-2- :-;t.11..:� h:tvr, tN,1 as a mL'fk•l.
■ \\�llia.rn !&·hard� i:-; ii_,nner chii{ ;,f th(• l'.S.

&ii C.011:il?n'alion .SCr,ic,, ,111d 3 fam;t-r in (1rd(•­
vilk·. Oh�,. n,, � C(J!t'-Mle1'l'11 a piO!l<.'(•r in ('t'Ojl 
)'(',-itllH' m;u,a�c111e111. and �ld(IJJ,:1i plowing hi� 

1 J�HHr-i i,1 1.IM· �,t�· 'f,O,;, <'a11Ji•1� 1111:1 tht• 111",tlkia.l 
.itk .... ;1�11alfallw1· or C'IIN'!'\';1t.i.:,11 ·n1�1•." !_,·,
th: a1,..TJ.:ull.1:ral 111t'<ii;;. 

H.-, fo�111<11�l the Ohio Tnp l'ann,�� n1�Af1i7_;1-
r.ivf1, .. r.>1.1!'\:'ha.'-'i� a.1111 !narketinj? ('CX)j1f'r.lti�, .. ;\,; 
fot'f �,r the S< .'.S.. l

l
ichanls 'i'Wkf'd Oil s,�I 1-!1·0;�011 

.'.{1rth��1. ·.v,•,fanil� rmtl'ct.iun :m,1 W�ff ma:,ag� 
1111:-flL 

■ P•.:an Sinwral, Ov\\ .-,f l..e1�,;l,11r,!. Fia.,
:-<.'n·, .. 1 ,L-< !f�)!iNaliv1• 1"<111,•�'flt.:.ltin, l'•H- Uw l)hit1 
F:u1n 1!111�:m 1-',),M�rat.itm li>I' mrn'!' than ;{.'i j'<'l.f"S. 
1 ,1 th,l <·:1r�t<ity_ .'>im1!r.,1 \\111-k,:ti on 1r-gi:-d;1ti,-..... 
:11J1I l'l't'lllat11ry i:-;.'-11(.'.,; that wml,! aift-�:1. th,: 11motl 
,•J..:1-<..ri<:· • t.,,�-,p,1'",;(jv,� d1f> F:L'111 Cn:<lit Syst:crn, 
C:0111,Lr:;mark a:l<I Larxlmark, milk CflOJ11.r.11iws, 
:uJo:I Ji .. •c,,.l a11'1 grni11 ind.• L<;ln 011;.uiirdtx11L...,. 

Stm(•r:� v.·nrketl (,n - lht> apprnpri;1t.i,11!::'- and 
budgc.•I. 11C('(h. of Ohio St.au· l lnivn:,ily J-:xtJ�Nil'l, 
Colk.1,.'l:' pf Agri,,llun.' arnl AgriLuitw-al J{eS(';utli 
and J)(...,·t,lopmr1,t <::r:nt,�, and for the Ohil1 I)(,. 
)'1<Uintf:lll of A�ric11!wn:·. 

H.-, ,,1:-;c, w,_1rk1.•,cr ,in k_Ki..-:iation :-:o tk,t far:n­
l:111(1 i:- i,;1..\1�1 ,;! ;111 a1-�io;ltw�,1 t);:(.' \'aim, and 
,_,,.1-k,'11 [11 ,·�l.1ltli:-.h :.-,.....,i.-:1ll111�tl di:-.1.t1CL'- lo prn­
t,'(:I. l°;u11<1:t� lium :;11<:h tlun�-- ;L, m.i.--:1111•p ,;1til:-.. 

The fow \\ill bl! l1<1iaJil'II at. th,• Ohio AJ-.'1-i1-,1l-
1111�1t !Lill ;,f Fanu·· lln·ak/;c i :\11.�. I� dunng IJ1<· 

. l)fu,J :-;(;!l,P Fair. T'id,(-L"- :uv ;p,':,ilaulc h-v:n ;::1111 
(1>'2:llli7:,1i,111s and T11n, \1'-\lutl ;ic �74; 44;:{1; 

SuziJiWt' Sft'l'I i•; cJ�ribusim:ss reµor.e, (()r 
1 Ile o,, ... natr:t1 
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reach out to corataunitias impar-
ted by the watersheds to knosntory, 
eases., and implement piannad 
activities, the aall '• ••‘' 

Thsix work will 'include foil 
erosion abatement, improvement 
of water quallty tad habitat, cre-
ation of buffer areas elf gyso and 
tress, restoration of wetlands, and 
stream:thank stabilisation, and 
community cleanup prulocts„ 

Some students will handl* tech-
oicil "coda, while othsn will 
angagein physical lobar, Ail $414 
OA pub& abd private lanes& 
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Now that the number approreg 
is abort of that Val, Hattntrig said 
he expecte Union Cottrity will Itil 
pt half or more of tha pilaus 
isimpelPer and funding to hen& 
the necessary work. 

The Raritan River ant 
htuaconetcong wateraht4a Irth 
included, flesuabag added, based or 
the state USDA oftIcei knowidodit 
of need and ongoing we'd. - • 
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By JOAN CULLEN 
sase tete 

One year after President Clin• 
ton vialted Rutpra University to ' 
unveil e national service program 
— offering Americo's atudents a 
paycheck and scholership for per-
forming community service' — 
th. project Is off and running. 

Twenty young New Jerseyane 
will be selected this summer to 
serve one-yoar mints on mato• 
ration projecu involving three 
major watersheds: the Raritan 
River, Arthur KiII, and the 
Musconetcong. 

Actual work should start some-
time this fall after the students ore 
*elected and trained, with Union 
County getting half or more of the 
workers to help restore the 
130-acre Arthur KiU Watershed, 
said Carlos Henning, deputy state 
conservationist for the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture. 

Henning was present yutarclay 
when Rep. Frank J. Fallon. Jr. 
announced the Garden State'. 
*tare In the national service in-
itiative to restore watarehods dur-
ing a news conference in Plicate-
way's Johneon Park. 

Palione spoke with hla beck to 
the Raritan River, lnto erhic.h 
much of the 1,100-acre Raritan 

and 
north. 
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lst Wave of Service Corps 
Starts S. Side Duty Today 

By Basil Talbott 
san-Thees weshIngton pareav 

WASHINGTON—Wearing gray 
uniforms with starburats, the first 
Chicago contingent of AmeriCorps—
the new domeatic Peace Curps—will 
invade a field of weeds today on thc 
South Side. 

They ore in the advance guard of 
20,000 Americans to be enrolled by 
fall in President Clinton's initiative to 
engago pcoplo in public service and 
help them with their education. 

Eli Segal, assistant to the president 
for national and community service, 
launched the program officially nt a 

•White }louse briefing Monday. 
ArneriCorps differs from the emaller 

and well-established Peace Corps, Se-
gal said, because it will be assembled 
front a vnriety of programs proposcd 
snd run by nonprofit organizations 
and federal agencies and not operated 
by a single Washington-based agency. 

A good example of the way it will 
work is found in the 60 recruits who 
start wccd training today undor a 
summer prograt» devised by the U.S. 
Agriculture Department, the Chicago 
High School for Agricultural Sciencc 
and the Chicago Honeing Authority. 
After training at a garden at } 1 lth 
ond )hrle, thc rccruits will spend eight 
weeke nt the Ida 13. Wells public  

housing project. 
Teams of 11 people each will recon-

dition a field at Madden Park across 
from Wells and then move into the 
CHA low-rises, painting, plaming und 
pruning trees, putting in wulks, buiW- 

berms, and covering areas with 
grass. 

"It's a massive job but we want to 
make it an attractive place," suid Bar-
bara Valerious, principul of thc high 
school, who is doing the training fur 
her group. 

The prograrn drew recruits from 
different raced and income levels—a 
mix of people frorn all over the metro-
politan arca. Each rccruit earns a little 
more than the miniinum wnge, and 
any corps member who finishes the 
program also gets a 51,000 edocatlon 
credit to bc uscd for college, vocation• 
al trainlog or to rcpuy a etudent loan. 

"The ethic is different from other 
job progroms." said Joel Berg, who 
oversees Agriculture Deportment col• 
laboration with ArneriCorps. "The 
work performed will mostly benefit 
the disadvanteged, but the people in 
the program will not solely be the 
disadvant aged." 

Full-year prograros start in Septem-
ber. About 20 members, including 
aorne from the Ida 1.3. Wells summer 
program, will be enrolled for o ycar. 
P.och win receive $7,600 for a yeor of  

service and, if thcy finish, an addition-
al $1,725 education grant. 

In the first year, AmeriCorps will 
operate in -17 slates with 531 million 
dispersed to nonprofit organizations 
ond $16 million to federal agencies. 
Most organizations are still interView-
ing applicunts fur the yearlong pro-
grants. 

Other Chicago 
chide: 
• Fifty-five recruits enrolled by City 
Year, a nostoll-based organization, 
who will start each day doing precision 
calisthenics ot 8:15 a.m. in the Daley 
Center plaza before spreading out 
across the city in teams of 11 for a 
variety of activities. Included will be 
volunteer work at elementary schoole, 
senior citizen homes, parks and )ow-
incoinc neighborhoods. 
II One person working out of the High 
flicige YMCA, organizing the city's 
first Furth Service Corps in F.ast )og-
crs Park. The staffcr will organize 
tcenngcra to plant trees, clean up graf-
fiti, a»d develop trash recycling pro-
grams. 
• Seven full.time and nine part-time 
recruits woiking with the I Hove a 
Dream Foundation. Thc recruits will 
work with the 350 studente olrcudy in 
the foundation program aimed at 
helping disadvantaged youngsters get 
a collcgc education. 

area programs in-

i4 lhe work performed will mostly benefit the disadvantaged, but the 
people in the program will not solely be the disadvantaged. 

—Joel Berg of the U.S. Agricylture Department 

•• 1.• • . e •• • 
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Inoune photo Dr kon 01.4444.0 Some of the 50 summer recruits working for an urban service corps clean up a South Side neighborhood flower garden Tuesday. 
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Service corps recruits dig in to help neighborhoods, themselves 
By Ray Quinlan*. 

NINA. W6.11,11 

ildliling a shovelflit id dirt. with 
1.13110111'111i designer lingernails 
.abaldisl with rhinestones. Carrie 
hells O11 TI14...11111/ began working 
toward her goal Ibt INwoming an 
.111 Mititail! 

II starts right here, like this, 
digging and shoveling But you 
know. when rot info my career. 
I II le making the money for ine 
aiid my son.-  said Polls. 20, 11 

parent with a 7 month uld 

for 1110 s  r. Potts will he 
.•.11 ;ling *147 a week with the 
lb...mire of addii i al *Lunn for 
I , Illege under a 10 week ininlel of 
Vie4ditent Americirrps. a 
Icrhonal .ervice program hilted as 

.1000041V Corps Amer 
"rim wonI Idlll ially slarl and 

:a -rr•pl us one year recruits until 
fail 

Potts was among fbil summer rr 
. mita. whose ages range from Iii 
151 22. whn cleaned iip a Smith 
Side neighborhood flower garden 
Tile.lay ral llomewood and Monte 
rev Avenues Nearly half of the 
Summer of Safety participants 
14111v from poor backgrounds 

- It's not exactly the kind of 
work I would ward to do all the 
lime, hul if's better flian hanging 
mil.-  said Polls. who plans to 
..100141 Northeastern Illinois Una 
yersity in the fall 

I hlrnKrl Hugh School for Ag 
I i. littoral Science. the It S lk.parf 
metal of Agriculture anal the Chi 
i ago Housing shaped  

the local plan and devised duties 
for lhe recruits 

II started with some weed pull-
ing. bill before It's over, the re. 
b roils will flied Illegal activity in 
ois• .11 i neaglitiortio.xls. 

kids are very eager to 
help pamiplii. anal l know they wlll 

I  

gel a lot out of II," said Karen 
Cole, IS. an Agriculture Depart-
ment employee who supervises 
the workers 

Cardening Is light work com• 
pared to the task the recruitn will 
fa4-e in two weeks: 4-leanIng up the 
Irla 11. Wells housing development  

and helping the South Side area's 
residents form a neighborhood 
watch program. 

"I'm not alYald I've heard all the 
horror stories, and no tier hiew 
you tlef it, these are people who 
need help." said Quinn Leonard. 

IT, a Beverly resident and a grail 
nate of SI. Ignatius College 
Preparatory School. "I'm herr lo 
try and help them iiiit." 

Joel Berg. na.Uunnl wryly*• ohm• 
tor liar the Agriculture INITsIrt 
meld. said Chicago and CNA po  

will incream4 their I.. 
the recruits ale ‘ate 

lWeell will* !Wulf s 44I 7 .4 ill  ibb 
3 p 

"II yon want io make a Mlles 
enc.., you've got to gi. um. areas la 
high lterg said - We•ve 
taken 11., OW ban 
guarantee Intl percemt safety for 
them" 

Mil the combination of milirov 
Mg neighborhoods, steady  
tiler employment. and the i  
for college or vim al tonal a hoot 
traming was enough to keep ihe 
recruits from entertaining 
iliought% leoving 

S • recruits Saul 
Irving I.. gi•I Wells 

Iltylliv.•.1 will. Improving their 
an.a 

"Ws alien' iseaglatiorhuoil The big 
part will fall on the 11, 011911s ..0.1 
l help out." said Barbara Wilson 
18. who was 1.111.41I ;II IIII• 1 All ails 
Green developini•ill and now live. 
a few blocks away with lieu 

- Maybe some day Hie place 
be a wondertial place to live.-  Wit 
444.m. a premed student al Western 
Illinois University. said ot Wells 
"Well work together " 

Potts. who was raised al Wells 
and still lives then., said slw.'ll 
Ined....• her work friends eft SIFIlle 

"Everything's going to he fine I II 
talk to friends of Mille 

1...lis ever-von,  
winks together sl11. %Aid "Well 
!hive " 
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Delta areas score with jobs 
from national service plan 

By James W, Brosrian. 
The Commercial Appeal 

Washington Bureau 

slots for graduate students to services in the Mississippi De­
counsel famUles. That would partment of Education. 
double the size o! the program, ·Also in Missis�ippi: • • 
st1ld B,ubara King, executive di• ■ Fifteen Amer!Corps mcm-
rector 6f the center. bers will work in Sunflower ond 

WASHINGTON - The Clinton Clinton's national service pro- Humphreys counties to helJ 
administration Monday as- . gram, called AmeriCorps, Is de- poor families take advantnge of 
signed 7,000 national servk1 signed to atttact mostly college- government food programs an:d 
slots to needy areas, indudlns age studentJ to wort a year for a tax advantages for 1ower-income
301 to the Misslssippi-Arkans�, minimum-wage salary of at least people. 
Louisiana Delta, but not one to . S1,SOO and then after a year's ■ Four will help the poor ln
Memphis or West Tennessee. tour;·a voucher worth S4,725 to Clarksdale obtain rotttlne 

However, that could change spend on dmeae or other educa• })eolth care before they get sid. 
• this !all, when the next round o! tforlal progratn. The 7,000 slots ■ Twenty out of Jockson lo Im• 

• ! awards to promote national !tr� '8'hndl1nced Monday were for na- prove the habitat and facilities7• vi�e ,re announced. Tbe. "t�a:: •:!fonll or ittulti-statf programs along the Shocknloe Trnil to iti•
nessae Commi,sion 011 NaUottaJf';optrated bY. feder,1 ageocies or. crease awareness of the Red

i Community Setvice today ts su� • :·)i6t:fot'-ptofit , gfdliJS�- Another Cockaded Wood�ecker. 
• mittlng' tM mllxithunt eight Ip,:. :H,000 wm be awarded through a ln Arkonsns five Amer!Corp� 

pHcations for lhe falt awards, in� �q;,mpetltion bet.,qeen the ·states. members were nsslgned to For-
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Conservation corps 
seeks applicants - 

!Three people applied Wednesday 
atan Annandale job fair to work with 
tbs.U.S. Department of Agriculture's 
S$311• Conservation Service to help 
with watersheds in nine New Jersey 
counties. 

The Soil Conservation Service is 
accepting applications to fill 30 full-
time AmeriCorps positions within 
three watershed areas in Union, Hun-
terdon, Morris, Sussex, Warren, Mer-
cdt.llidlilesex, Monmouth and Som-
erset counties, said Demitrice 
Bonter,-  human resources manager 
tor the Soil Conservation Service. 

AmeriCorps is President Clinton's 
national service initiative that allows 
pcople to earn college vocational 
school scholarships while performing 
aigIvice tO meet human, environmen-
t* pith& safety and- educational 

l'h• Watershed Restoration Action 
4 •!. • . - . ' , - 

Teams in New Jersey will focus on 
helping local cornmunities make,  as-
samments of their watersheds, Booz-
er said. 

"The glitch seems to be that we are 
only accepting applications for full-
time employment," Boozer said. Ap-
plicants must be at least 17 years old 
and must live within one of the affect-
ed counties, she said.  Applications are due Aug. 19. 

Participants are required to work 
40 hours a week starting Sept. 19. 
After 'completing - the one-year -pro-
gram requirements, including a total 
of I;700 boars of service, participants 
will qualify for a $4,725 educational 
award. 

Participants will also earn a living 
stipend oL $7,500 for one, year,. of 
set g- .71 40- ' 7 ' 

For an application or for rnore in-
formation, call Demitrice Boozer at 
(908) 246-1171. 
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ByMEAGBANBUCHAN service to meet human, environmental, public safety ancl 
educational needs. - . 

The Soil Conservation Service is recruiting partici-
pants to serve on watershed restoration teams in the Ai*-
thur Kill, Raritan River and Musconetcong River wateri; 
sheds beginning on or about Sept. 19. - 

A representative of the service will be available from 9, 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the job fair to answer questions._ - 

r . 

1 
: The U.S. Soil Conservation Service will hold a job fair 

at the Hunterdon County Library in Annandale tomorrow 
for people interested in employment in the AmeriCorps Na-
tional Service Program. - 

AmeriCorps is President Clinton's national service ini-
-tiative. It allows diverse groups of young people to earn col-
lege or vocational school scholarships while performin 
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Soil project 
includes 

scholarships 
r-. 

By MEAGHAN BUCHAN „ 
4 
• The Soil Conservation Service of 

tile U.S. Department of Agriculture 
lias begun recruiting for the Amen-
Çorps.national service project in three 
NeW Jersey watershed areas. 

. AmeriCorps is President Clin-
tbn's national service plan to address 
the countrys educational, health. pub-
lic safety and environmental needs. 

-"The program is the perfect 
rnatch between government, commu-
nity,. and student needs," said Irene 
flieberman of the Soil Conservation 
Service. "It's a three-way part-
herihip." 

Three nationwide AmeriCorps 
teams—an anti-hunger, nutrition and 
empowerment team; a rural develop-
rnent team, and a public lands and en-
vironment team—will engage nearly 
P,700 participants in 34 pilot projects 
in 27 states. 
• Starting this fall, public lands and 

envirOnment teams will be established 
in the Arthur Kill, Raritan River and 
Musconetcong River watersheds to 
spearhead restoration action. 

•While earning a stipend for their 
work and an educational award valued 
at $4,725 a year, citizens age 17 and 
Oder will help local communities eval-
uate and address the concerns about 
natural resources of the communities 

the three watersheds. 
Watershed management involves 

projects to reduce pollution, storm-
water damage and soil erosion. 
; AmeriCorps' watershed work pro-

jects will include tree planting, stream-
hank stabilization. buffer establish-
rbent wetlands restoration. and corn-
inunity cleanup projects. 

^ "AmeriCorps is grounded in the 
Mainstream values of community, re-
sponsibility, and opportunity," said 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Mike 
Sspy. "It is good for the participants, 
Who benefit from their increased abil-
its, to attend college or vocational 
school, good for communities, which 
benefit from their service. and good for 
thir country, which benefits from re-
rrewed civic spirit." 

For application informauon, call 
Demitrice Boozer at (908) 246-1171, 
extension 168. The deadline is Aug. 19. 

• 



Henning, depury soil conserva-
tionist and watershed project man-
ager. 

Team recruitment will begin 
immediately, and the first projects 
are scheduled for as eariy as Sep-
tember. For a nine-month work 
year, team members will receive 
at least a S7,500 stipend and tu- 
ition voucher worth S4,725. 
Child care is available. Applicants 
must be at least 17 years old. The 
team's 30-40 hour week will in-
clude between eight and 16 hours 
of education and training, while 
the remainder will be hands-on 
environmental restoration pro-
jects. 

Projects are likely to include 
river stabilizing banks, planting 
trees, cleaning up litter, testing 
water quality, establishing buffer 
areas, restoring wetlands and pro- 
ducing communiry outreach and 
education programs, said state 
conservationist Cecil Currin. 

The actual projects will be de-
termined by watershed commu- 
nities which want to work with 
the Action Team. SCS officials esti-
mate there is enough work to last 
:•,) years, but the initial proposal 
is for three vears. Funding figures 
were not available yesterday, even 
to the SCS, said Currin. His office 
had requested $2.4 million over 
three years. Education will be pro- 
vided by SCS staff, members of the 
environmental community and the 

Pallone said it was fitting to an•. nounce the program in Piscata-
way, the site chosen last year by 
President Bill Clinton to announce 
his plans for a national service 
corps. Clinton visited Rutgers Uni-
versity's Louis Brown Athletid 
Center to talk about the corps and 
to highlight the university's own 
community service program. The 
national service corps is similar m 
spirit, if not size, to the Civilian 
and Youth Conservation Corps of 
the 1930s. 

ln addition to on-the-job educa-
tion and experience, Clinton's ini-
tiative calls for college tuition 
credit. 

The watershed management aP-
proach to environmental protec-
tion is gaining popularity as peo-
ple realize the ecological 
importance of "nonpoint" source. 
or people source, pollution, said 
David Peiffer, executive director 
of the Upper Raritan Watersheci 
Association. Whatever happens in 
the watershed impacts the river„ 
he said. 

,• 

"It starts in the air as rain thar 
washes through the air pollution," 
said Peiffer. The rain then collects. 
whatever is on the ground. includ.: 
ing litter, soil and chemicals, and 
pours some of it into the river. 

Peiffer estimated that 60 per, -, cent of all water pollution is cre-
ated this way now that industrial, 
discharge pipes, the notoriou,s, 
"point" sources, have largely 
been regulated and cleaned up. 

WATER 
• Continued from page B1 

New Jersev Academy for Commu-
nity Service and Service Learning; 
housed at Rutgers. 

• 

PISCATAWAY 

Team 
effort 
on river 
Environmental 
activism boosted 
By LAUREL VAN LEER 
Home News correspondent 

PISCATAWAY — The banks of 
the old Raritan may see a youthful 
burst of energy and a cleaner envi- 
ronment due to a national water- 
shed-protection program an-
nounced yesterday by Rep. Frank 
Pallone at Johnson Park. 

The plan combines two ideas 
wich growing constituencies: that 
young people should serve their 
communities and that commu- 
nities can best protect their envi-
ronments by protecting water- 
sheds. A watershed is the area of 
land that drains into a body of 
water. 

With a muddy Raritan and a 
busy Route 18 in the background, 
Pallone, D-6th Dist., said he was 
very excited about the formation 
of the 20-member New Jersey Wa- 
tershed Restoration Action Team 
because of his concern for water-
quality protection and wetland re-
storation. This program will ad- 
dress those issues as well as give 
team members environmental and 
civic lessons. The team will work 
on environmental-cleanup and 
-restoration projects in the 
1,100-square-mile Raritan River 
watershed. 

Three New Jersev watersheds — 
the Raritan, the Arthur Kill and 
the Muskenetcong — are part of 
the program, headed by the U.S.. 
Soil Conservation Service (SCS), a 
part of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. It's a big job and offi-
cials would like to increase the 
team to 36 members, recruit addi-
tional volunteers and cooperate 
with other groups, said Carlos 

• See WATER, page B6 
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NJ: watershedš 
08082001#8XS 

delivers on the president's promise , 
- Statf Pinter I ota National Service and brings 

,theaesults home — right here, for 
all.-of us to see and enjoy." 

Menendez credited Reps. 
Donald M. Payne and Bob Franks 
for supporting restoration of the 
Arthur Kill waterahed, which 
drains 19 of Union County's 21 
municipalities via_ the _Elizabeth 
and Rahway rivers, Moraes Creek 
and Piles. Creek, and parts of 
northern Middlesex County. 

The Musconetcong Watershed 
accommodates Hunterdon, Mor-

• • 

"time this fall after the students are gram under the U.S. Department ted by the watersheds to inventory, 
'selected and trained, with Union of Agriculture that will-ultimately maw, and linPlement planned 
County getting half or more of the place 1,200 AmeriCorps national activities, she said. ---,- 4"- , workers to help restore the service participants throughout Their work will include soil ,130-acre Arthur Kill Watershed, urban and rural America, eroaion abatement, linprovement .said Carlos Henning, deputy state Menendez said. - - of water quality and habitat, ore—:conservationist for the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture. `-` ' 

: Henning was present yesterday 
,when Rep; Frank J. Pallone Jr. 
'announced `the Garden States 
share in the national service in-
litiative to reatore watersheds dur-
ing a news conference in Piscata-
way's Johnson Park. 

Pallone spoke with his back to 
the Raritan River, into which 
',much of the 1,100-acre Raritan 
River watershed flows from 
'portions of Middlesex and Mon-
!mouth counties, his 6th Congres-
sional District, and from Somerset 
'County. 
' "President Clinton has made 
national service a high priority, 
and I would like to see this initiat-
ive continue," said Pallone, a Dem-
,ocrat. 
' "Here in the Raritan River Val-
iey, as well as along the Bayshore, 
'we certainly need some restoration 
*ork done," he said. "This is an 
area with great potential for rec-
Teation and scenic beauty." ' 
' Pallone's announcement was 
timed to coincide with similar 
announcements in Washington, 
D.C., and acrosa the nation, in-
cluding one from the office of Rep. 
Robert Menendez, a Democrat 
Whose 13th Congressional District 
includes portions of Union and 
Middlesex counties. Menendez 
worked with Union County offi-
cials to ensure the Arthur Kill 
Watershed's inclusion in the proj-
ect. 

"This program is a great deal for 
New Jersey," Menendez said. "It 

- -- --
One year after President Clin-

ton visited Rutgers University to 
unveil a national service program 
— offering Americes students a 
paycheck and scholarship for per-
fonning community services — 
the project is off and rtmning. 

Twenty young New Jerseyans 
will be selected this summer to 
serve one-year stinta on resto-
ration projects involving three 
major watersheds: the Raritan FRANK J. PALLONE JR. . . ,— • 

• • • , River, Arthur Kill, and the ris, Sussex, and Warren counties. Announced etalo's ohm 
, Musconetcong. _ - —The New ditisey . . tershad • - **L` 4-•" • • - • wa proj- 4 , , •-• • 

Actual Work should start some- ects are part-Of i nationwide pro- . reach Out amnannutiee 

The USDA program will be the 
largest single federal agency Com-
ponent of the national service 
initiative and among the first to be 
funded through the Corporation 
for National and Community Ser-
vice. - 

New Jersey currently has 120 
students involved in various com-
munity service projecta created 
during the past year under 
AmeriCorps, which was estab-
lished by the National Service 
Trust Act. By 1995, the states 
national aervice corps is expected 
to reach 300 to 400. 

The 20 students needed for New 
Jersey's watershed restoration ac-
tion teama will be recruited from 
areas where unemployment ex-
ceeds the U.S. average, now at 6.8 
percent, and thoae participanta 
who lack high school diplomas will 
have an opportunity to enroll in 
the state's vocational-training 
high schools two-year accelerated 
diploma program, Pallone said. 

Each will be paid a stipend of at 
least $7,500 for performing 1,700 
hours of work, or 40-hour weeks 
for nine months, during the course 
of one year. They also will receive 
a $4,725 voucher payable after the 
work is completed directly to their 
personal college costs or past col-
lege debt. 

Thoae who opt to work part time 
can fulfill the work requirement by 
splitting the work time, perform-
ing 900 hours each year for two 
years, said Janice Reid, USDA soil 
conservationist for New Jersey. 

Once trained, the teams will 

ation of buffer areas of grass and 
trees, reatoration of wetlands, and 
streambank stabilization, and 
community cleanup projects. 

Some studants will handle tech-
nical aspecte, while others will 
engage in phyaical labor, she said, 
on public and private lands. 

Henning credited Union County 
with advancing its own agenda last 
year by submitting a proposal that 
the state US:DA office later incor-
porated in it3 federal application. 

‘`We took the proposals from 
where there was a demonstrated 
interest, whore they were ready, 
willing, and able," he explained. 

Henning said his office initially 
requested 36 student participants 
for the New Jersey project, with 30 
to be asaigned to Union County to 
meet its demonstrated need for 
reatoration of the Arthur Kill 
Watershed. 

Now that the number apprOved 
is short of that goal, Henning said, 
he expects Union County will still 
get half or more of the planned 
manpower and funding to handle 
the necessary work. 

The Raritan River and 
Musconetcong watersheds were 
included, He ening added, based on 
the atate USDA office's knowledge 
of need and ongoing work. 

To apply for the USDA water-
shed prograras, call toll-free: (800) 
880-4183. 

Staff Write Kathleen Hopkins contrlb-
uted to this report. 
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3 Jersey sites tapped for start of youth service 
By JONATHAN JAFFE, 
ROBERT E. MISSECK 

and ANGELA STEWART 

Clinton · administration officials 
yesterday announced that Newark, 
Middlesex County and Union County 
have been selected a� project sites for 
the first wave of programs under the 
President's national youth service 
plan. 

The President introduced the 
program to the nation during an ad­
dress in March 1993 on the Busch cam­
pus of Rutgers University In Piscata­
way. Under the program, which begins 
this fall, thousands of young people 
will perfonn volunteer service in urban 
and rural communities nationwide. 

In exchange for one or two years 
of service, young people will receive 
money to finance their higher educa­
tion or repay college loans. 

AmeriCorps is the name of the 
national service program signed into 
law last September by Clinton. It has 
been described as a "domestic Peace 
Corps." 

Newark served as the site of a 
pilot AmeriCorps project last summer. 
The program, Summer of Service, in­
volved 200 volunteers who helped 
clean an area around the Douglass 
Harrison housing development. 

Reacting to yesterday's an­
nouncement about Newark's Inclusion 
in the first wave of official programs, 

National effort to get under way 

in Newark, Middlesex and Union 
Mayor Shai pe James said the city was 
honored to be part of an effort that is
an offshoot of a program that has his­
torically "demonstrated the best In 
volunteer service." 

The four elements of the city's 
program are the Green Corps, the En­
vironmental Protection Agency, the 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society­
Bridge to Independence and the 
YMCA Earth Service 'Corps Fellow­
ship. 

Under Green Corps, volunteers 
will be involved in such efforts as the 
weatherization of homes for low-in­
come families, educational outreach 
on lead poisoning and converting va­
cant lots into community gardens. 

The EPA program will Involve vol­
unteers in partnership with the federal 
agency and the Youth Conservation 
Corps to help reduce and remedy the 
critlr.aJ environmental and health haz­
ards in Newark. 

Under the multiple sclerosis pro­
gram, volunteers will provide living as­
sistance to victims of the disease, fed­
eral officials said. And under the 
YMCA Eartl1 Service Corps Fellow­
ship, volunteers will work on projects 

like park cleanups and urban garden­
ing. 

In Middlesex County, partici­
pants will earn credits for colleges or 
vocational schools by working to re- . 
store the watersheds on the Raritan 
River, the Arthur Kill and the Musco­
netcong River. Combined, the water­
ways stretch through eight counties in 
New Jersey. 

Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6th Dist.) 
announced the federal river restora• 
tion project at the Raritan River in 
Piscataway. He said 20 people are 
needed for the two-year program, 
which will be administered through 
the New Jersey Soil Conservation 
Service In Franklin Township, an 
agency of the U.S. Agriculture Depart­
ment. 

The workers will plant trees, es­
tablish buffers, restore wetlands, sta­
bilize stream banks and develop com­
munity cleanup projects, Pallone said. 
"The whole idea behind this project is 
to preserve wetlands," he said. "We 
want to create a buffer zone between 
development and the natural habitat." 

Union County manager Ann 
Baran said Amer!Corps will respond to 
multiple county needs, providing inno-

----------'------·---

vative educational programs for 
youngsters at the vocational-technical 
schools and Union County College. 

In addition, the program will pro­
vide an educational-service model that 
"could be expanded with state or 
foundation monies to other county 
services, such as the Senior Citizen 
Community Corp.," she said. 

Baran thanked Reps. Robert 
Franks (R-7th Dist.), Donald Payne 
CD-10th Dist.) and Robert Menendez
CD-13th Dist.) for "their leadership
and support" in helping the county be­
come a designated site.

She said Implementation of the 
Union project will also be In cooper­
ation with the U.S. Agriculture 
Department and the state Soll Conser­
vation Service. 

"The startup is planned for early 
September, and our county parks sys­
tem and educational Institutions will
be working closely with the Soil Con­
servation Service to ensure that the 
residents of Union County are the di­
rect beneficiaries of this Innovative 
project," she said. 

The programs were among 58 an­
nounced at the White House that will
involve 7,000 Amer!Corps members, lo­
cated In hundreds of urban and rural 
communities In 47 states and the Dis• 
trict of Columbia. 

Officials hope to have 200 Ameri­
Corps programs operating by the end 
of the year. 
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Journal-Bulleton. WILLIAM K. DAB,  

Ready to roll 
Fifty-five young people of City Year Rhode Island kick off a year of full-time community service with a calisthenics workout on the State 

House steps yesterday. The state's new "urban peace corps," composed of 17- to 23-year-olds, will tackle the problems of pollution, il-

literacy and graffiti. City Year is made possible by a partnership of community organizations, private companies and foundations. 
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San 3otie illetvuto Now 
Serving Northern California Since 1851 

Thursday, January 27, 1994 

Goals for the city: jobs, safety and education 
Mayor Susan Hammer de-

livered the annual State of the 
City speech Wednesday night. 
The following is an edited 
transcript: 

M Y FELLOW residents of 
San Jose: I stand before 
you this evening to re-

port that the state of the city is 
one of determination: 

M Determination to keep San 
Jose a strong and livable city. 

• Determination to sustain 
San Jose as a city that works to 
meet the needs of its people. 

II Determination to act force-
fully to weather the storms we 
see raging around us. 

We begin 1994 recognizing that 
these are difficult times for cities 
across the country. 

It's San Joses response to the 
challenges that sets us apart from 
the rest. 

How are we different from 
New York and Miami, Chicago 
and Los Angeles? 

In San Jose, we've never yield-
ed our belief that we can shape 
our own destiny. We hold that 
belief because we're a city that 
doesn't fear change and because 
were a citizenry willing to hold 
firm to tough priorities. 

At City Hall, constructive 
change is becoming our standard 
of performance. 

In the past, the city's proce-
dures were seen as an obstacle to 
job creation. 

Now, in our permitting proci ss, 
whiit used to take four to six 
weeks now can take as little as 
one day. What used to take 13 
forms now takes one form. 

In the past, cities sometimes 
saw kids in trouble and argued, 
"That's a problem for the 
schools." Now, we offer the San 
Jose I3EST program, which dis-
tributes millions of dollars to help 
youth avoid gangs and drugs. 

,In the past, cities sometimes  

failed to coordinate the war on 
crime. Now, in San Jose, every 
agency in the city and county 
work togett r to mount a unified 
strategy against criminal gangs. 

Embracing change has pro-
duced major results. 

We have a city that's more at-
tractive to business. Last year, 
our local economy benefited from 
major investments drawn to San 
Jose: Cisco Systems with 1,400 
jobs, Sony Corporation with 700 
jobs, and the Flat Panel Display 
Consortium, which promises to 
bring an entirely new high-
growth industry to Silicon Valley. 

We have a city that's creating 
new partnerships with our 
schools. Last year, we began an 
innovative computer education 
program to ensure that San Joses 
high school students will be sec-
ond to none.in mastering 21st-
century technology. 

We have a city that proved it 
can fight crime with firmness and 
creativity. Last year, our Rock 
Springs neighborhood was domi-
nated by gangs and drugs. We 
demanded an injunction to stop 
known gang members from con-
gregating there. The result was a 
74 percent drop in drug related 
crime and a 69 percent drop in 
other crime. 

To generate these results, 
change must be focused and con-
sistent. Since becoming mayor, 
I've stressed three basic priori-
ties 

E Jobs. 
Ill Youth and schools. 
II Public safety. 
This year we will move for-

ward again in all three areas. 
For 1994, public safety must be 

our highest priority. 
We must re-emphasize our com-

mitment to keep San Jose among 
the safest major cities in the Unit-
ed States. 

I propose a specific agenda to 
advance that goal. 

First, we need more police. 
Qver the last three years, de-  

spite budget shortfalls, San Jose 
added 90 police officers to our 
force. 

I'm again advocating that we 
hire 46 more police officers — to 
patrol our streets and school-
yards as part of our community 
policing program. 

To increase the safety of our 
neighborhoods we must do more 
to protect ourselves. Fm calling 
for the creation of an Office of 
Neighborhood Pride and Security 
in city government. The office 
will provide training for neigh-
borhood organizations on how to 
work together, how to keep one 
another informed, and how to 
carry their needs to City Hall. 

And, when neighborhoods talk, 
City Hall will listen. 

• 

I'm recommending that 
$500,000 be made available for 
small grants to organized neigh-
borhoods. 

Then, if a neighborhood tells us 
that what it really needs is two 
more streetlights on a dark block, 
we can respond quickly — with-
out waiting for a new budget cy-
cle. 

San Jose must also pay special 
attention to kids and seniors. 

The Office of Neighborhood 
Pride and Security will design 
programs to help children and se-
niors protect themselves, pro-
grams such as home safety in-
spections, senior to senior coun-
seling, and parent and child safe-
ty classes. 

In recent years, weve seen too 
many guns on our school campus-
es. 

Today, I'm calling for a hotline  

and reward program to keep guns 
out of schools. 

Students in Sari Jose, if you 
report a gun, your call will be 
kept confidential, and the police 
will respond. If a gun is found 
you'll make your school safer, 
and you'll receive a $60 reward. 

And if you're caught with a 
gun, you'll be arrested, and you'll 
be prosecuted aggressively. 

Another measure I am propos-
ing to help young people avoid 
trouble and stay out of danger is 
a Youth Protection Ordinance for 
San Jose. The ordinance will be 
designed to keep kids under 17 
off the streets at night — be-
tween 11:30 p.m. and 6 a.m. 

There will be numerous legiti-
mate exceptions — like coming 

— Mayor Susan Hammer 

home from a school event or a 
job. However, young people wan-
dering without purpose late at 
night are vulnerable. They may 
become victims of crime; they 
may become involved in situa-
tions with serious consequences. 

The Youth Protection Ordi-
nance will allow San Jose police 
to bring these youths to a central 
location where their parents can 
be called to take them home. 

Lastly, public safety is more 
than law enforcement. 

We have a right to prompt and 
professional responses in cases of 
fire, accident or health emergen-
cies. 

San Jose's firefighters are our 
line of defense against these 
threats. 

Their equipment and facilities 
should be on par with their dedi-
cation and skills. 

Following discussions with the 
city manager, I'm proposing that 
we spend over $2 million on 
equipment maintenance, rehabili-
tation of fire stations and other 
fire department projects. 

In our other priority areas, 
well be as forceful — and cre-
ative — as we are with public 
safety. 

One of the major factors in Cal-
ifornies long economic slump has 
been the loss of defense-related 
jobs. 

I want to create a program to 
assist the conversion of defense 
industries to ventures which im-
prove the environment. 

This year, I'll propose art eco-
nomic development strategy to 
the state treasurer for the issu-
ance of Defense Conversion/ 
Green Industry bonds. 

Our objective is to generate 
funds that will help California 
businesses beat their swords into 
light-rail cars, recycling plants 
and pollution prevention equip-
ment — and create badly needed 
employment opportunities. 

We appreciate the value of 
small businesses as job genera-
tors. 

Accordingly, I'm calling for the 
creation of a new small-business 
incubator program for San Jose. 

We also need more job opportu-
nities for our young people. 

Last month, I directed the city 
to match $250,000 in federal job 
training funds so we could target 
job opportunities for kids who 
need them the most. 

Today, I'm recommending that 
we allocate another $400,000 to 
expand our support of job train-
ing. 

Youth and schools are our t.hird 
city priority. 

Earlier, I mentioned our com-
puter education program in San 
Jose's high schools. Our goal is to 
make computer technology as 
much a part of the classroom as 
chalk and blackboards. 

Every school, with the help of a 

• 

corporate sponsor, has developed 
a four-year technology plan. This 
summer, 460 teachers will com-
plete a special training program. 
By September, 26 percent of our 
high school classrooms will be-
come 21st-century learning cen-
ters — with a teacher's computer 
workstation and two to four stu-
dent workstations in place. 

Well continue to look for addi-
tional business support for this 
program, including specific assis-
tance from Joint Venture: Silicon 
Valley. The city will do its part 
by allocating another half-million 
dollars in seed money for the 
coming year. 

You may have heard of a pro-
gram called City Year. It's the 
model used by President Clinton 
for his proposed National Service 
Corp. 

City Year emphasizes team-
work and self-discipline while en-
gaging youth in community ser-
vice ranging from park improve-
ments to sprucing up old house 
and working in classrooms. 

I'm pleased to announce that in 
1994, City Year is coming to San 
Jose. 

Finally, kids need a chance for 
safe and healthy recreation. San 
Jose should greatly expand the 
programs available at its five 
teen centers. 

These are my priorities for San 
Joss. 

My friends, we must ask much 
of ourselves during these difficult 
times in California because our 
hopes for the future are far 
reaching. 

Envision the city we are striv-
ing to become: 

Families safe from crime and 
fear. Vibrant neighborhoods. 
High quality jobs. A city that val- 
ues diversity. Clean Air. Clean 
Water. A city in partnership with 
business. A cultural center. Op-
portunity for our kids. 

That's our direct ion. That's the 
San Jose we want. I ask for your 
help io taking us there. 

i It's San Jose's response to the 
challenges that sets us apart from the 
rest. I 
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Continued from rage  2  Americorp s  
construction and--rehabditation of 
streets, drainage. watcr and sewer 
systems, counseling program, 
health care reform, job creation, 
and housing needs. 

McKinney met with the Eastern 
Arkansas Initiative executive 
committee at Arkansas Land & 
Farm Development Corporation's 
site recently to discuss the plan 
and to formerly introduce himself. 
"From what I've seen, he's the 
pcrson wc arc looking for to keep 
the ball roiling,-  said Brinkley's 
Mayor John Deen, Jr, "His outgo- 
ing personality and knowledge of 
this plan really impressed mc," 

Deen said. htcKinney has also 
schcduled a follow up meeting at 
6 p.m., November 29 at Wheatley. 
Civic Center for everyone inter-
ested in helping to implement the 
plan. Citizens of other iniuatives 
are invited to share their strategic 
pian during thc meeting. 
Communities panicpating in the 

Eastern Arkansas plan include: 
Fargo, Brinkley, Wynnc, Moro, 
Caldwcll, Colt, Hughes, Madison. 
Palestine. Wheatley, Widcncr. 

McKinney graduated from the 
University of Arkansas at Pine 
Bluff with a Bachclor of Arts 

degrec in Agricultural Economics 
last spnng. 
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VicKinney is named Americorps coordinator r , 

ugene McKinney of Forrest 
.y, has been named Americorps 
iuntter coordinator for the 
stern Arkansas Empowerment 
ne Initiative. according to Shir-
Tucker, who di sects the Aril er-

H rpts program througbotn the 
ad Economic and Community 
velopment program, formerly 
mers Home Administration 
1 Rural Developmern Admi-
tration state office in Little 
lc. - - . 

cfri 2e Americorps participant will 
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identify resources that are current-
ly available and can be used to 
implement spccific strategies. 
McKinney, who will bc based at 
Arkansas Land & Farrn Develop-
ment Corporation (ALFDC) in 
Fargo and will assist ALFDC and 
East Central Agency Economic 
Developrnent Corporation 
(ECACDC) and othcr zone com-
munities in implementing and 
enhancing all phases of their 
application's strategic plan. 
ALFDC and ECACDC were 2 of  

12 from Arkansas tha€ submitted 
application as Empowerment 
Zones/Enterprise Communities to 
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture eariier this year. 

A.n announcement is expecte to 
be made after December 1 on six 
urban and three rural designated 
Empowerment Zones across the 
U.S. selected by the Department 
of Agriculture. There were 227 
applications submitted for the EV 
EC designations. 

McKinney will primarily con-

tinue the work thai was bcgun ear-
lier this year in developing and 
implementing strategies that 
appears in applications. Everyanc 
in the four county area will be 
impacted by implementation of 
the strategic plan, Tucker said. 
'The enthusiasm and hard work 
shown durina the application pro-
cess was remarkable. 
People living in Momoe, Lee, 

Cnass, and St. Francis counties 
participated in -town meetings, 
discussions and other nctworking 

. • 

• . 
opportunities to fo MI III ate a 
strategic plan for tbe Eastern Ark-
ansas initiative Empowerment 
Zone Inititative. One of McKin-. 
ney's primary responsbilities wifl 
be to provide assistance to the 
applicants of the EZ/EC to imple-
ment the strategii plan. ---
Problems and solmions 

fied in the SUIII.CeIC 
McKinney will assist with in. 
cleating literacy programs, she-
len. mentor programs, promoting-

See "Arnericorps" on Page 3 ---
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by derr MAT 
Courier-News Staff Writer 

A Bernardsville lawyer accused of 
molesting two teen-aged boys at a 
Morris County swim club was 
charged Monday with new counts in-
volving six more alleged victims. 

David Palmer, 54, a longtime 
chairman of the Bernardsville GOP 
organization, faces 14 additional 
charges, including aggravated crimi-
nal sexual contact, criminal sexual 
contact and endangering the welfare 

Morris County 
Prosecutor's Of-
fice said. 

A11 of the new 
charges involve 
incidents that al-
legedly occurred 
between June 
1990 and July 
1994 at Cook's 
Lake, a Denville 
swimming and 

recreation club that Palmer partly 
owns, the prosecutor's office said. At 

Palmer 
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Tonight's debate 
II ABC stanons in New York City . _ 

ages of 14 and 17, 
Palmer was arrested on the earlier 

charges July 3. A 15-year-old Somer-
set County boy told police that he had 
been shown a pornographic video the 
previous day at the lawyer's surnrner 
cabin, one of the few homes on the 
shore of the private lake. Denville 
detectives iearned that Palmer had 
also arranged alleged encounters 
with an 18-year-old Morris County 
boy at the lake between May 1990 and 
September 1992, when the latter was 
still a minor. 
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An ̀ asset' to the environment 

Courier-News photo by Dayld Bergeiand 

Donna Symanchek, left, builds a stone deflector in Peters Brook in Somerville during the kickoff for the 
USDA Soil Conservation Service Americorps Watershed Teams. The deflectors narrow the channel of 
the stream to deepen the water, which will increase the velocity and oxygenate the water to help 
promote different kinds of wildlife. 

League endorses Lautenberg; . . 
but is conservation a key issue? 
By PAT POLITANO 
Courier-News Staff Writer 

On Earth Day of Aprii 1992, 
months before they even knew who 
would run against U.S. Sen. Frank 
Lautenberg, the League of Conserva-
tion Voters endorsed the Democratic 
incumbent. 

"Lautenberg is the kind of asset 
Tr,  • • • " r : 

aggravai,-O criminE. 
and two counts of 
welfare of a child, 
leased on $50.000 ba 
tirns came forward 
four months, the pr 
said. 

"It was a similar t: 
Lois Ferguson, a st 
the prosecutor's off 
new round of charg 

Palmer made a t 
Monday in state S. 
Morristown, at whic. 

• v( 
cot 
to I 
prii 
By KRISTEN ALLO 
Courier-News Staff 

SOMERVILLE — 
bills at the Somerset 
prompted officials t 
tizing the jail's oper, 
under county contr. 

The topic has be 
for years in the cot 
some real conside 
weeks. Freeholder 
McConnell said Mo 

Somerset Cou 
S616.846.65 in ove 
jail employees thr 
this year, in additio 
in regular earnings 
od, according to c• 
cords in the financ 

McConnell said 
try to put the subj€ 
work session ager 
discussion befori 
Freeholders. 

Now is the timc 
see where we go frc 
get into the '95 bt: 
said. 

Large overtime 
new at the jail, ar 
ali posts must be fil 
calis in sick or is • 

"There isn't a jal 
that doesn't have r 
lem," Sheriff Rob( 

And overtime ha 
since 1992, the yea 
opened its new jail, 
in7t sl vn ntirlorl 9n r 

ATE ' 94: 
THE ISSUES 

election as they did five or six years 
ago. 

In 1939. state polls showed the en-
vironment to be the most important 
or second-most important issue to 
voters. Environmental matters 
topped the list of one in five voters 
consistently that year, according to 
polling conducted by the Eagleton In-
stitute of Politics. 

This year, the Eagleton Institute's 
Anfn ~l.n..-~ ~tin n.......nn.nn..a 1.••••,•01, • eep 
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By TODD VENEZIA 

MESSENGER-GAZE I It 

SOMERVII.i.F — One of Presi-
dent Clinton's pet projects is get-
ting its feet wet here in the Peters 
Brook today. 

The AmeriCorps, a group started 
by the president to help give train-
ing to people and improve condi-
tions around the country, will 
begin work to help fish in the 
brook at 10 a.m. today. 

It is the group's first project in 
the Somerset County area and one 
of its first projects anywhere since 
the national program started at the 
beginning of September. 

"'Ibis is the program that  

Clinton talked about in his inaugu-
ral address and they're going to 
start their work here in Som-
erville," said Frank Quinn, borough 
recreation director. "Ies wonderful. 
We're very excited." 

Two teams with a total of six 
members from ArneriCorps will 
work to deepen the brook to foster 
the growth of fish. 

The corps, along with several 
other conservation groups, will be 
placing 20 tons of 18-inch triangu-
lar stones in the brook. The stones 
are meant to speed the water flow, 
which is expected to make the 
brook deeper and more amenable 
to fish. 

By controlling the water flow  

with stones, the government hopes 
to create pools and shoals that can 
be used by fish as habitats. 

Mr. Quinn said today's work will 
be done in the Culver Street Area. 
He added that he is happy to have 
the help of the group after an ef-
fort to place stones in the brook 
earlier this year failed. 

The effort follows improvement 
of the stream bank at the brook 
earlier this year by planting grass-
es there. 

Mr. Quinn said he hopes the 
group will participate in two or 
three more projects in the coming 
months. 

AmeriCorps rnembers, many of 
whom are college students, do the 

- 

work for a small stipend and will 
receive a $4,725 "educational 
award" when they finish the pro-
gram. 

In addition to the corps, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Somer-
set-Union Soil Conservation Dis-
trict and North Jersey Resource 
and Conservation Development 
group will aid the stone-laying ef-
fort. 

- 
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Alliance hires 
project coordinator 

SOMERVILLE — Somerset 
Alliance for the Future (SAF) 
has hired Annandale resident 
Susan Howard Schwartz as 
project coordinator and com-
munity liaison for both SAF 
and RiseWise of Raritan Val-
ley, the SAF's transportation 
management association. 

She will assist with pro-
gram project development, 
communications and public 
relations. 

Presidential program debuts at Peters Brook 
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15,000 AmeriCorps volunteers 
42.43 e.r i 

th.,Sr rie. 

By Angle Cannon 
Knight-Ridder Newspapers 

WASHINGTON — When a meat-packing 
plant closed in Philadelphia, Thelma Bea, 69, 
was out of work, but not out of energy, lbday, 
she is one of Preaident Clinton's AmeriCorps 
volunteers, helping the families of people with 

• AIDS. _ 
So is Ian Stewart, 23, who was wrapped up 

in history classes and a part-time job while in 
collee. I did a lot of talking, but not much ac-
tion," he says. Thday, hes hamrnering nails in 
South Miami homes for families uprooted by 
Hurricane Andrew. 

This morning, arnid great fanfare, Clinton 
will formally launch ArneriCorps, his new na-
tional aervice initiative, swearing in about 
15,000 volunteera on the South Lawn and via 
satellite in cities germ the country. 

Sunday, the president met a group of volun-
teers in Maryland and told them; 

"Every one of you represents the oldeat and 
beat of America's tradidons. This country really 
got started by a bunch of volunteers." 

By the end of the year, about 20,000 Arneri-
Corps participants will be working in nearb, 
400 education, anti-crime, environment and 
social service programs nationally. 

In Detroit, for example, they'll flx up dilapi-

, dated commercial strips and draw up market- . 
ing strategies for struggling businesses. In St. 
Paul, Minn., they'll create a child-care center 
in a housing reject. 

In Sari Jose, Calif., they'll plant community 
gardens, warn about lead poisoning and insu-
late water heaters and windows, In CharIotte, 
N.C., they'll tutor inner-city teen parents Ya 
math, science, reading and sex education. 

"We're going to be saving babies in South 
Texas and raising reading scores in Seattle," 
said Eli Segal, president of the Corporation 
for National Service. "Were going to be walk-
ing the New York Police Department beat in 
Brooklyn arid patrolling Balboa Park in San 
Diego." 

In return for a one- or two-year commitment, 
narticinante will be Daid $7.500 a year. TheYill 

. 
"• It's not for rich kids or- - 

. poor kids or kids that 
iy have a 4.0 grade point. 

The makeup of the peo-
! CI:pie who will serve will be 

; 

° IP ' 
. • 

''',,Stgal insisted that national ser-
' vice ia not ajobs program, as some on 
''Capitol Hill have suggested. 

"It's not for rich kids or poor kids or 
that have a 4.0 grade point," 

•r 
- egg said. 'The makeup of the peo-

‘:.',Ple who will aerve Oil be very broad 
— from those who are high school 
dropouts, who are studying for their 

-'1 0E10, to people who have their med-
ical degrees." 

The AmeriCorps program ie great-
ly scaled back from Clinton's original 
plan. During the 1992 ca.mpaign, he 

. envisioned a program numbering in 
'the hundreds of thousands that 

' Would "guarantee every American 
L who wants a college education the 
hieans to obtain one." 
, That popular promise left the im-
pression the program would be wide-

very broad 
_EII Segal 

of the Corporation 
for fiettonel Service 

' . ▪ jly available, just as the GI Bill was 
'far military veterans. 
„. But tb win Congressional support, 

' Clinton had to scale back the num-. 
• ; „rs and the amount of the grants. 

If Congre®6 approves all the mon-
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to begin domestic tours of duty 

AG The News Tribune, Monday, September 12, 1994 

,111olunteers 
—.Continued from Al  

7 %rids. 
`Vire not going to solve the prob-

lems that took decades to create," 
Segal said. "Were going to make mis-
takes — all start-ups do. Were going 
to:fall short of sorne of our objectives 

—. all bold initiatives do. But Arneri-

Corps is going to make a difference 

Volunteers 
to restore 
Swan Creek 
ay Undo Woo 
Trio News Tribune 

À $205,000 grant from the federal 
AraeriCorps program haa been 
aw arded to clean and restore Moo-

rages sran Creek. 
The money will be used to hire 11 

people for 11-
month positions. 

Swan Creek 
Park covers about 
800 acres and is 
bounded by Pio-
neer Way on the 
north, waller Road 
on the east, Eaat 

84th Street on the sleuth and Roo-
sevelt Avenue on the west. 

Teri crew members and a supervi-
scr will restore and preserve the 
creek as a cold water fishery. They 
also will repair and construct trails. 

Workers will plant trees, build log 
weirs and put in structu.res to pre-
vent eroaion. The jobs will begin in 
October and end in August 1996. 

Applicants rnu.st be at leaet 17 and 
have a high school diploma or its 
equivalent. Applications for super-
v;sor must be made by Sept. 20; 
deadline for crew rnernber applica-
tions is Sept. 23. 

Available during the program will 
be monthly stipends of $650, rried-
ieal coverage and child care al-
lowances, if needed. Thoae complet-
ing the program will get a $4,725 
a tholarship to pay for higher educe-
ton or to repay student loans. 

"The whole focue is to make nat-
ural resources improvements at 
Swan Creek and ale.° to encourage 10 
young people to pursue a career in 
ratural resources," Metropolitan 
Park District planner Lori Flemm 
said. 

Park planners will take a field trip 
through the park today for prospec-• „ 

, . 
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receive health care and child care when need-
ed. Thoy also will receive an award of $9,450 
($4,725 a year) to help pay for college or to re-
pay student loane 

This year's federal budget includes $960 mil-
lion for the program, which will be operated at 
local levels by newly organized volunteer 
groups, long-established service organizations, 
youth corps, municipalities, universities, 
schools, American Indian tribes and police die-

Please see Volunteers, back par . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

USDA FS ADM 
,ey, the tnree-year, e i.o pillion pro-
gram aims to eventually fund 
100,000 volunteers - a small frac-
t,ion of the more than 15 rnillion col-

' lege studenth. 
Still, Segal says the 20,000 volun-

teers expected in this first year will 
be about 4,000 more people than 
were in the Peue Corps at its height. 
lbday, the Peace Corps has about 

. ,9,500 vohmteere. 
. And helping out at home appealed 
,19-Miarai's Stewart: I considered the 
PeaCe Corpe, but I was most inter-. , 
ested in serving within the country" 
, (Gannett News Service contributed 

this report.) 
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See lERVICL, Page B3 

-
"We decided to:do thio together end be 7 Artitie ..illtie nearly 400`progrimenation-

•• r poor together,!':: said her friend, LaPLanl . : 
•

005/006 

• . r. 
. . - 

$4 million for ArneriCorps programt A 
total, of 5380 milIion was distributed 
natiopwide, ' 

The turn+er of AmerlCorps volunteers 
in the state is one of the largest in the 
nationscond only to California among 
Western states, said Don Stewart,  West. 
ern-atatee spokeeman for the federally 

~..~ .._..._. ____..__.- 
join AmeriCerps, a national service proj-
ett started by President Clinton and 
approved by Congreu t year ago. Partici-
pants must be 18 or older and loess an 
application process to be accepted. 

It has been billed by many aa the 
domestic Peace Corpa. 

Clinton swore , in members from 
around the stste and acrou the country by 

w '~"Money is alWays appealing, but I loie 
to do $onununity jervice and work with 
kids,"' said Julia Sanders, 23, an Amerl-
Corps member working locally with . the 
Youth . Volunteer Corpa of 'America: "I 
wouldn't want to work at a JO where I'rn 
not happy.'" .‘ ' • , - f tellits roller this month. They win a , 
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financed Corporation for National 
Service, whieh manages Aineri-
Corps. 

'These jobe are going to be 
cutting-edge beeause they address 
thc iastice we reed ln headlines 
every day," said the Row David 
Bloom, associate director of the 
Churoh Council of Greeter Seat• 
tle..;"Plus, it's an empowerment 
for nonprofit gm iris (because) It'll 
enhance work capacity." 

IIe said his organitation hopes 
to piace 15 applicants by October. 
They will work with University 
District homeless youths and in 
ifter-school and reentering pro-  

Public Safety remmittee hearing 
Sept. 15 to eign up with Maori-
Corps. The youths were at the 
meeting to protest what they de-
scribed as polloe brutality and to 
ask for jobs end e place to live. 

She said that because some 
expressed interest, she sat up a 
meeting with Joliu Mlller, . ith - 
AineriCorps regional office re-
cruiter. 

None of the youths showed up, 
80 DOLtallieUri personally walked 
up and down Broadway Avenue, a 
major thoroughfare in the neigh-
borhood, passing out applications 
anti leaving some with area mer-
chants. 

"A lot of the kids cane from 
pretty Moubled backgrnunds; they 
haven't had easy Dora. 
aldeon, who is chairvienith of the 
stale Commission op Netional 
Conimunily ' "Homeless 
kids arysoying, We don't have 
optionCintwe're s≤aying, 'Here'a 
an'Ootlon — a great option.' If. Wo 
could get one, homeleis 'kid, it Will )_ 

be a great succeius." 
Ajthougli nearly 40 applica-

tions woro taken, by* the youths, 
none were returned se of yesteN 
Clay afterneen. 

Nationwide, Ame.riCorps has 
enrolled :aIAloat ii0,000 member' 

. so-far. • 
To continue operating, pro-

gram adzninistrators must prove 
to Congress that the program has 
had an effect. If they can do that, 
the white HOWle plans to spend 
$1.5 billion over three years for 
100,000 workers. 

1 

grams. 
ßeattle City Councilwoman 

Sue, Donaldson wants to use the 
program •to help the .homeless 
Capitol Hill, youths who ln the 
past Nw weeks have staged dem-
Onstrations regarding their plight. 

Donaldson ,,challenged the 
youth. attending a CiV Uouncil 

• 



_ Mrs. Anderson said -the team and 
cooperating groups, working in eight 
cdunties. have propoksed these projects, 
with many more to follow: 
' - Building fences on the Winnebago 
Ihdian Reservation in Thurston County 

-sb the tribe can expand its buffalo herd 
and get more meat to feed tribal mem-
bers. 

II Removing stumps and trash at the 
Freron Haven wetlands near 117th'Street 
and West Maple Road. 

-II Working on a recreational trail near 
Irimanuel Hospital. 

A Spreading wood chips and doing 
mulching at Chalco Hills Recreation 
Alta. 

Creating community gardens in 
Omaha. 

III Assisting with cultural prograrns at 
Henry Doorly Zoo and the Emmy Gif-
t-tad:Theater. 
: II Helping keep sediment and pollu-

tants out of Wehrspann Lake, lengthen-
ing its life. 
: • Planting trees at the Boyer Chute 

wildlife-recreation area east of Fort Cal-
houn: 
: II Measuring groundwater levels with 

SCS personnel. 
- Ill Landscaping at a new fire station. 
• Identifying native prairies state-

wide. 
▪ Seeding wildlife ,areas to increase 

their value as habitat. 
II Distributing leaflets to farmers 

about the need to cap abandoned wells. 
. Labeling trees in the Chalco Hills 

drboretum. 
: Recycling Christmas trees. 
•Team members plan to work with 

lieople throughout the service area — 
from scouts to prisoners on work release. 
•Mrs. Anderson's team has three mem-

hers and will add a fourth soon. 
• People interested in working with the 

Omaha AmeriCorps may contact Mrs. 
Anderson at 896-0121 or write her at the 
SCS office, 8901 S. 154th St., Omaha 
68138. 

Other teams will work out of Lincoln, 
Tecumseh and Norfolk. 
• - . - . 
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Local AmeriCorps members from L-R: Julie Maggi, Colin Close, Nancy Scolari 

and Mike Jensen. 

Four Local AmeriCorps Members 
What does Bill Clinton's community ser­

vice program look like on a local level? Four 
AmeriCorps members with the Soil Conser­
vation Service (SCS) will work on a variety 
of pollution reduction projects in Marin and 
Sonoma counties. 

AmeriCorps is President Clinton's national 
service initiative composed of diverse groups 
of Americans who will begin performing crit­
ical service to meet human, environmental, 
public safety, and educational needs in return 
for a $12,000 stipend and a $4,725 educa­
tional voucher. 

In the Petaluma SCS field office, Nancy 
Scolari and Mike Jensen will work with land­
owners in Marin and southern Sonoma coun­
ties. Their goal is to improve water quality and 
riparian habitat through management measures 
on dairies, livestock operations, and vineyards. 

Nancy Scolari - a native of the Salinas Valley, 
Nancy was raised in a predominantly agricul­
tural area in which her family previously owned 
a dairy. Nancy is concurrently attending 
Sonoma State University studying Environ­
mental Technology with a concentration in 
water quality. She hopes to continue her edu­
cation in the area of soi I science once the Amer­
iCorps program is completed. 

Mike Jensen - of Penngrove, a Sonoma 
County native for 25 years. will be working for 
the Soil Conservation Service field office in 

Petaluma. Mike is a recent graduate from Cal 
Poly, San Luis Obispo, with a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Landscape Architecture. He 
is excited to be working in the agricultural 
community where he was involved in a local 
4-H program.

In the Santa Rosa Field Office, Julie Maggi
and Colin Close will be assisting individual 
landowners with reducing stream pollution 
from animal waste and erosion problems. 

They will also help landowners who want 
to form small watershed enhancement 
groups to restore and improve salmon and 
steelhead habitat. 

Colin Close - is a long-time Sonoma County 
resident. She received her bachelor's degree 
from Sonoma State University where she stud­
ied the environmental issues facing landown­
ers. She realizes the tremendous contribution 
the agricultural industry makes to Sonoma 
County's economic and cultural well-being. 

Julie Maggi - a Sonoma County resident, 
recently graduated from SSU with a bachelor's 
degree in geology. She was raised in the Santa 
Rosa area on the small farm her family owns. 
"Though I've lived in New York, I frequently 
visited my family in Sonoma County and was 
saddened by the continued loss of our agricul­
tural land and open space. It's the primary 
reason I left New York to pursue a natural 
science degree." "" 



To apply for one of the 40 
AmeriCorps positions with Mil-
waukee's anti-hunger program, 
call Michele Golstein (414) 
962-3111 or Tony Perez (414) 
276-6272. To be put on the na-
tional list of potential volunteers, 
call (800) 880-4I83. 

To get on the mailing list for 
the state program, call (608) 
266-8569. The national number 
for AmeriCorps inforrnation is 
(800) 94A-CORPS. 
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Americorps 
StategIOUPS 
NineISOf 
fedeIaIgI2atS 
By JO SANDIN 
of The Joumal staff 

Building food pantries, feed-
ing the homeless, planting urban 
gardens, coordinating park 
cleanups, finding ways to fight 
urban violence in Milwaukee, 
and restoring wetlands through-
out Wisconsin will engage the 
energies of the first wave of 
AmeriCorps volunteers here. 

Wisconsin organizations di-
recting those projects were 
among 58 groups named Mon- 
day as winners of the first S47 
million in federal grants from 
President Clinton's program that 
allows young Americans to ex-

. change service for college grants. 
Grants announced tn Wash-

ington on Monday by E1i Segal, 
chief executive of the Corpora-
tion for National Service, will 
pay for about 7,000 corps mem-
bers who will begin work in Sep-
tember. By the end of the year, 
up to 20,000 Americans are ex-
pected to be engaged in as many 
as 200 ArneriCorps projects. 

Workers will be paid S7,500 a 
year, plus health insurance. At 
the end of two years of service, 
volunteers will receive S9,450 
(54,725 for each year) for college 
tuition or to repay a college loan. 

The Hunger Task Force of 
Milwaukee and the Milwaukee 
Cornmunity Service Corps won 
what appears to be the largest 
grant specifically for use in Wis-
consin. AmeriCorps will pay for 
$675,000 of the S900,000 proj-
ect, which will be overseen by 
the US Department of Agricul-
ture. 

The two agencies will recruit 
40 young adults to implement 
anti-hunger activities ranging 
from renovating and building 
food pantries to doing nutrition 
outreach. 

The goal is to increase by 10% 
the number of people served by 
the Summer Food Service Pro-
gram, according to officials of 
the two agencies. 

Here are the other Wisconsin 
programs to win fundinx 

II One AmeriCorps vohinteer 
at the YMCA will participate in 
the Y's Earth Service Corps Fel-
lowship program, coordinating 
school-based community service 
clubs and running such projects 
as park deanups, urban gardens 
and cnvironmental education 
programs in and after school. 

II Milwaukee will be one of 
10 cities to be visited by Ameri-
Corps volunteers working with 
the Congress of National Black 
Churches in studying successful 
strategies to combat urban vio-
lence. 

Sullivan Robinson, director of 
development for the Congress, 
said volunteers would be in-
volved in a planning study to 
"test the feasibility of putting 
into operation a church-based 
program in conflict resolution. 
We want to pull togcthr the best 
of the methods [to fight crime 
and violencej and replicate those 
elsewhere." 

• The US Department of Ag-
riculture Public Lands and Envi-
ronment Team will assign 151 
AmeriCorps volunteers to work 
on flood-control projects in Wis-
consin and eight other Midwest-
ern states. 

1 
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Clinton program 

State groups • among first 
to get grants 
Youths seeking college grants 
will volunteer for organizations 

By 10 SANDIN 
of The Journal staff 

• 

Wisconsin organizations fighting urban, violence and hunger are among 58 groups named Monday a.s winners of the first federal grants from Ameri-Corps, President Clinton's program for you.ng Arnericans exchanging volunteer service for college gran tS. 
US Department of Agriculture attempts to re-store Wisconsin wetlands and a YMCA initiative to develop environmental service projects also were among the first to win funding. 
All projects are expected to begin in September. Eventually, AmeriCorps volunteers are expected to operate 200 service projects throughout the nation. The Hunger Task Force of Milwaukee and the YMCA were the only organizations named specifi-cally in a news release from Eli Segal, chief execu-tive officer of the Corporation for National Service, which oversees AmeriCorps. 
According to the news release, AmeriCorps will .provide extra .help for the Hunger Task Force in renovating, constructing, and operating food pan-tries here. The goal is to increase by I096 the number of people served by the Summer Food Service Program, the news release said. One AmeriCorps volunteer at the YMCA will participate in the Y's Earth Service Corps Fellow-ship program coordinating school-based communi-ty service clubs running such projects as park cleanups, urban gardens and environmental educa-tion programs in and after school. 

According to the release, an unnamed Milwau-kee congregation affiliated with the Congxess of National Black Churches will develop a program in which young volunteers instruct people on how to protect themselves and their property from crime and violence. 
Under supervision of the USDA's Public Lands and Environment Team, AmeriCorps volunteers will conduct such flood control and water quality projects as identifying and restoring wetlands, in-specting river systems to prepare damage assess-ment plans and improving animal waste disposal systems to reduce ground water pollution. 
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AmerlCorps 
troops work on a 
garden in North-
east Portland al• 
most Immediately 
after being sworn 
in Monday. Load-
ing bricks for the 
garden are 
(clockwise, left 
to right) Susan 
"Chris" Chrls• 
tensen, Mlrna 
Arellano, and 
Cynthia Smith. 
The project Is a 
Jolnt venture of 
AmerlCorps and 
Portland Parks 
and Recreation. 

dent Clinton's $1.5 blllion, three-year domestic Peace 
COrPs focusing on community work programs in educa-
tion, the environment, healtkand human needs, and pub-
lic safety. - 
• EVENT: Clinton swore in 20,000 national members of 
the AmeriCorps work force after sleeping through a Mon-
day morning plane crash on the White House lawn. The 
president and his family were staying across the street at 
Blair House. 

• WHO ARE THEY?: Hlgh school graduates or those with 
a General Educatlon Development certificate who are at 
least 17 years old. 

- 
II COMMITMENT: 0ne- to two-ye 

II REWARD: Minimum wage pay 
$4,725 educational voucher for r 

• WHERE TO CALL:If you're Intl 
(503) 725-5903 in Portland. 

i WHAT: AmeriCorps national service Initiative, Presi-
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will employ upwards of20,000 people nationwide in 
.100 programs that will include 1,000 community-
based projects aimed at strengthening America's 
urban and rural core. 

Tias and his AmeriCorps peers are at least 17 
years old and have a high school diploma or GED, 
the general education development certificate, In 
return for a one- to two-year committnent of hill-
time service, AmeriCorps workers will receive fi-
nancial assistance to help covor college education 
or vocational training costs, or to pay student 
loans. 

That, too, was one of the lures for Tias and oth-
ers like Sylvester Luckett, of North Portland. 

"There's a lot of opportunity in it," Luckett said, 
"like the $5,000 for school. I'm going to need that." 

Luckctt, 20, said the AmeriCorps experience also 
would give him the chance to "teach and be taught 
and mcet new people." 

"And to focus on my future," he added. 
First, though, thc group of Oregonians sworn in 

Monday spent half their first day getting a taste of 
being the country's communityto-gooders. 

Tias joined 50 people who planted a community 
garden at the corner of Northeast Skidmore Street 
and 19th Avenue. Among the nine other projects 
were removal of ivy around Pittock Mansion and 
rebuilding trails in Marquam Nature Park. 

while President Clinton swore in some recruits 
to the program on the front stePs of the •White 
House, Oregon's AmeriCorps forces were sent off 
aftor a swearing in coremony by Gov. Roberts in 
ttont of Smith Hall on the Portland State campus. 

Roberts, in adressing the Oregon contingent, 
said AmeriCorps represented the best of Oregon 
and America. 

"We are a diverse people and I think Ameri-
Corps reflects that diversity," Roberts said. 

,ht.A.of  
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;  NorthWest Service 
Academy 
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Ill Chester Tias, 
of the Umatilla 
Tribe, will work 
on the Salmon 
Corps restoring 
salmon habitat 
in the Columbia 
River basin 

1 

• 

, 
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Amid testimonials of hope and 
shape-up tips from Portland State Uni-
versity's vollcyball team, Chester Tias 
thought about how his involvement in 
AmeriCorps would help* people, the 
Umatilla Tribe. •. , 

He was upbeat as golden-shaded 

, 
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- Lilies 
in a vase 

J $699 

Cash & Carry 
/ 

$7 99  with delivery 

When You Think Of Flowers, 
Think of KRANTZ'S. 

Krantz's Floral , 1Hwy 2 Devils Lake 662-2417 

Summer 
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Sensations 61,-) 
. Lunches 11-2 . 

Monday-Friday S 
=.f:) 
,-25 -Slashes •Soups 

••Salads •And More 6) ' 
Please call ahead for small ) 
party reservations andtake-out % ; {ti~ • 

313 Ranson House 
Hwy 2 E. Devils Lake N 

662-1032 - 
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' , Planning an Auction? ' — 
Call 

DAKOTA AUCTIONEERS 
Larry Swenson & Associates 

1-800-968-7688 

Professional Auction Leadership 
or (701) 968-4224 

JULTSALES BLAST! / „
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AmeriCorps workers look for wells 
FORT TOITEN, N.D. (AP) — As 

storrn clouds approach during a 
gloomy afternoon, Jessica Krum-
wiede and Kelly Bosch travel down 
a muddy gravel road west. 

Their once tan pickup is a dull 
gray. They've taken the time, how-
ever, to wipe the mud and dirt away 
from the "AmeriCorpe logo at-
tached to the door. Their job is ea-
sier, they say, if people know who 
they are. 

"Once we explain what we're do-
ing, what were there for, we get a 
good response," Bosch said. "Most 
everyone is concerned about water 
quality." 

With an ever-expanding Devils 
Lake chewing up shoreline on the 
northern end of the Devils Lake Si-
oux Indian Reservation, tribal offi-
cials are being forced to move 
homes to higher ground. 

Their flooding woes aren't just 
above ground, however. 

`There's a number of old, aban-
doned wells" on the reservation, 
said Peggy Cavanaugh, who serves 
as both the emergency manage-
ment coordinator and health direc-
tor for the tribe. "We have areas 
where the waters are rising, going 
close to wells or covering wells. 
Were concerned about the mixture 
of runoff and the movement of wa-
ter, and these old wells. 

`The flooding has given us fear 
for the quality of water. We don't 
want the lake to hurt the aquifer 
once these wells go under." 

The town of Fort Totten and 
much of the rest of the reservation 
get drinking water from the War-

O 

00 127 

eatv 

wick aquifer. About a year ago, tri-
bal officials decided to collect info-r-
mation on abandoned water wells 
in the interest of protecting that, 
and other aquifers. 

"The flooding created an 
urgency," Cavanaugh said. 

After the wells are located, the 
tribe plans to start looking for mo-
ney to seal those -that are aban-
doned or threatened. 

For the past two weeks, Krum-
wiede and Bosch, both Devils Lake 
natives, have spent their days 
walking around the reservation 
with high-tech equipment. 

The two have battled stormy 
weather and muddy back roads, the 
occasional unfriendly dog and sand 
flies that swarm in massive clouds 
around the edge of the lake along 
the way. 

"It's exciting," Bosch said as he 
and Krumwiede surveyed lake lots 
on Devils Lakes southwest shore 
for potential well sites. "'Every-
thing's an adventure." 

Bosch and Krumwiede are mem-
bers of AmeriCorps, a national ser-
vice program started in 1994 to help 
students raise money for college. 
On the reservation, their mission is 
to identify the location of wells — 
those that have been abandoned 
and those that are still in use but 
within a mile of the lake — using 
satellite technology. 

The collaboration of the tribe and 
'the AmeriCorps program in North 
Dakota came about primarily 
through the help of Don Felch, a 
liaison between the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service and 

Give ability 
a chance. 

• 
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ia 

0 1995 11azior•1 E aa , * r Seal Society 

the Devils Lake Sioux and Turtle 
Mountain Band of Chippewa tribes. 

`The tribe wanted something 
done," Felch said. "They're being 
flooded out ... and they were looking 
for anybody that would give them 
some help." 

In North Dakota, the Arneri-
Corps program is run through the 
NRCS. One of its goals is increasing 
awareness in rural areas about the 
need for protecting ground and sur-
face water frOrn contamination. 

Bosch and Krumwiede are using 
the tribes Global Positioning Sys-
tem equipment to find abandoned 
wells and wells near the lake. It in-
volves satellifis the Defense 'De-
partment used during the Persian 
Gulf War. 

The equipment consists of a 
hand-held devide, a battery pack 
and a survey rod. 

"We stand as close to the well as 
we can get and place the receiver 
over it," Bosch said as he tried to si-
multaneously work the equipment 
and swipe bothersome sand flies 
away from his face. 

"It's like a little calculator," 
Krumwiede continued. "We press a 
few buttons, and the satellites give 
the coordinates — latitude and 
longitude." 

At the end of the day, the infor-
mation gathered in the field is 
transferred to a computer at the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs office in 
Fort Totten. 

Within the next two years, the 
tribe wants to have most of the well 
sites mapped out, Cavanaugh said. 

No one knows how many aban-  

doned or threatened wells are on 
the reservation, Cavanaugh and 
Felch said. 

"Right now, we're concentrating 
more along the northern part of the i 
reservation," Felch said. "We want 
to delineate all the wells from the 
west to the east along the Devils 
Lake front." 
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Water Department staff members explain to second grade students how water Is brought into 
their homes and how a water main ls lapped. (L to R) John SIlvernall ond Randy Seelig. 
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Altar tho Water Week demonstratlons these kindergarten students enjoyed a treat at a local 
restaurant. 
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Jack Orts of Amerlcorps tests water from rural wells at Llsbon Elementary School last Wednes-
day and Thursday. Students brought water samples to the classroom to bo tested. 

Water Week observed locally 
u.  The staff of thc Lisbon Watcr 
Plant visited thc elementary 

"school last Wednesday and Thurs-
day with demonstrations for stu-

°dents in grades K through 4. • 
Randy Seelig, wntcr plant super-

qntendent. and John Silvernail 
explained how watcr is brought 

into homes. Thcy lcd adiscussion 
on the importance of keeping the 
arca around welts clean and pro-
tected from pollutants. • 

Studcnts learned how a water 
main is tappcd os wcll as how 
water lines aro cleaned. 

Jack Orts and Self Printz of the 

Amcricorps program assistcd thc 
Watcr Department employees by 
tcsting watcr samples which rural 
studcnts had brought into thc 
classroom. 
To celebrate Watcr Wcck thc stu-

dents wcrc busscd to thc Bronco 
for trcats after the demonstrations. 

r. 
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mai Tribune I Jim Cram-KNOM —  Members of Americorps practice a team-builciing technique, untying a human knot without letting go of each other's hands. 
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alumni) was hoping that Bill 
Clinton would do, something for 
you kids." he said. 

In addition to working on For-
est Service and Bureau of Land 
Management projects, the 
AmeriCorps crew will assist 
communities such as Butte Falls 
and Prospect in a variety of civic 
chores. The communities have 
each received $100,000 federal 
grants awarded through the 
Northwest Economic Adjust-
ment Initiative aimed at provid-
ing economic stability to North-
west timber-based communities. 

"Our age group kind of gets a 
bad rap for being apathetic and 
lazy.-  said Dan Miller. 23. a crew 
leader who has bachelor's oe-

grees in resource management 
and public policy. "This prograrr 
gives us an opportunity to dem-
onstrate that is not true." 

The Star Gulch facility, whicf. 
is still being spruced up for the 
crew, includes separate bunk 
houses for men and women, a 
dining hall, a recreation meeting 
hall and a staff trailer. No drug≤ or alcohol will be allowed. 

A husband and wife will cook 
dinner for the crew and help the crew prepare breakfast anc 
lunch. 

-We're stressing real health-, riented food.-  Miller said 
'They are going to need health!. 
meals because we're going to be %.,orking them hard." 
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AlneriCorpsslressesworketNic 
Also provides 
college money 
By PAUL FAT71G 
of the Mad Tnbune 

APPLEGATE Eagle Point 
resident Melissa Powers, 20, 
gave up her job at a local pizza 
restaurant to join AmeriCorps. 

"I want to earn some money to 
help me with college." she ex-
plained. "I want to get a degree 
in forestry and work outside." 

Seattle resident Lynne Pe-
tersen, 21. who had been work-
ing as a nanny while going to 
college, was also looking to earn 
money to further her education. 

"I wanted the discipline and 
the college education," she said. 
"Also. I wanted to learn a lot 
about the environment." 

But there was another reason 
Petersen, who sports a thin sil-
ver nose ring, had for joining. 

"I think it will be fun," she said 
with a grin. 

The two were among the 38 
young adults standing in the rain 
near the Star Gulch barracks in 
the Applegate Ranger District 
that will serve as their home 
base for the next 11 months. 

The camp, which began Tues-
day, will be administered by the 
Northwest Youth Corps in a 
partnership with the Rogue Riv-
er National Forest. It is one of 
eight AmeriCorps camps that 
have been established in the na-
tion. 

Under the national service 
program created by President 
Clinton, participants receive up 
to S7,500 per year in pay plus an 
educational award of $4,725 at 
the end of the year to go toward 
college or trade schoot expenses. 

During their tour, the coed 
group, ages 17 to 24, will learn 
career skills while doing tasks 
ranging from trail maintenance 
to construction projects. 

The 38 participants come from 
as far as North Carolina and 
Minnesota, but most — nearly 30 
— are from Oregon. They were 
among thousands of applicants 
who applied for AmeriCorps 
jobs across the country• and 
were selected based on their ex-

perience, enthusiasm and career 
goals. 

"A youth program such as this 
is exactly what the forest is look-
ing for," Rogue River Forest 
Supervisor Jim Gladen told the 
group. "This is just the thing we 
need to help our spirit." 

Carl Lierman, 76. of Tigard, 
who worked for two years in the 
Civilian Conservation Corps that 
ran from 1933 to 1942, told the 
young crew that it is also what 
the nation needs. 

In addition to teaching young 
people a good work ethic and 
providing training, it would also 
provide community service, he 
said. 

"This is what our group (CCC 
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lake is Nil, the 
brush will serve as 
fish habitat. 

But Berg. 30, 
wasn't a member of 
the young national 
service crew based 
at the old Star 
Gukh facility of the 
Applegate Ranger 
District. Rather, he 

i in really exciting to move from 
the theory phase to making this a 
reality. To work alongside these 
people is really sornething.” 

— Joel Berg, 
AmeriCorps director 
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Director lauds AmeriCorps program ••••••••••Par. 

' 

is natlonal director of the program, 
appointed by President Clinton in early 
1993. 

He stopped by the Rogue River 
llatlonal Forest program. onieofnearly 40 
nationwide, as part ofa tour of Northwest 
projects. In the program that began this 
fall, people in their late teens and early 
20s earn at leaat $7,500 and an . 

_ _oducatIonalvouchar of S4.72.5 fur 10 
months of work: ' 

ln addition tO a variety of 
environmental tasks, they arc also doing 
ruraldevelopment work, including 
projects expected to start soon in 
Prospect and Butte Falls. 

A longtime supporter of the program. 
Berg noted that it has components slmilar 
to that of t he Civilian Conservation Corps 

_ of the Great Depression. 
"But there is the educational benefit 

that didn't exist before." Berg said. "Not 
only is the government asking something 
of young people, but we're giying , 
something back. . 

"The reason Clinton believes in it so  

strongly ls that it's kind ofa GI bill 
without the GI," he added. "This is an 
alternative way for young Americans to 
do service for their country without 
joining the military." 

Nationwide, there are about 20,000 
members, but he expects the ranks to 
grow. 

"I think it's working even better than 
expected." he said. "This is work that 
either wouldn't get done or work that the 
taxpayers would have to pay about five 
times as much i f private contractors were 
to do it." 

ln addition to learning good work ethics 
and gaining experience, many 

  participants will go 
to college and 
continue to add to 
the economy, be 
aaid. 

Many yowls 
people would have 
a bleak fUture 
without the 
program. he said. 

''They are doi ng 
things government 

couldn't do. or doing it better 1br a lot 
cheaper," he said. "The president hopes 
this goes beyond party politics. A lot of 
Republicans supported this." 

Because of that bipartisan soptiort, 
Berg expects AmeriCorps to survive 
fiature political battles. 

- We need members of Congress to come 
up and see what these peopleAre doing." 
he saki "lf they think they are young, lazy 
people being overpaid• then they can kill 
the program " 

But he figures that most observers will 
come to the conclusion the work is 
important, along with the training. 

"•These people are working darn hard. 
and the money they ant getting la actually 
pretty measly," he said, 

The program offers a Mitre ibr many 
young people, he said. 

- They are doing things that nad to be 
done." he said. "This ts not make-work. , 
The president's goal is to get up to 100,000 
members hy t he end of four years.7 

Ily PAUL PATTI() 
ot the Mail Tribune 

APPLEGATE — The mud-spattered 
young man wearing the yellow hard hat 
grinned into the cold wind blowing across 
Applegate Lake. 

- It's really exciting to move from the 
theory phase to making this a reality," 
Joel Berg said. "To work alongside these 
people is really something." 

Berg was among a dozen AmeriCorps 
_ members Thursday who dragged 
manzanita brush down into the muddy 
basin of the lake's Squaw arm, where the 
brush was attached to a cable. Come 
spring when the 

I , . . ,. . • . ,, • . • . 
••••1•- ••""1,;,',... , -.. wrrametraraestaiserserailleo04,7= -  • 

....,ti usiodieri-3•4  .., ...;•••,... 
...rearara• • 444 • - ••• V . 

.......a. • . . ,......••••
..... 

....Z .  - 
• •• •• •,t4:•  ••• 4." *N410. '`•"` 

alr

b

t • _ • 4 --.. . • 

- • 4 ... ?;11  . 

* 
_ 

. y  w $41 
• • 

4 •• . _ -`1 - 
•...pg. 

• 
v 

: • 44-  „ 7 . 
, . • ,„.4, . . 

* • . • 
4 

• • 

, 

. •-••••••1147•1 • 
•it.?* 4 

• 
• , •••44 - 

I -WC" 
.• j  .-"?. t

$ 4•••• 

\ 
• ‘N. • • V 

•• ~- . 

, 
. 

1  - , . 
co iste• 1 A:44 

. 1/4010 

• :•", - ...4„.04•4n. ' -..., .... 

. '1014.  ' '' 
..: .. ..4, :Jr 

''"* ...rtillli - . JI4V)6°:-- . r•••;q1 .1;-*..' 

•* ' ..4.44-1)00i .i"..f 
:1 ".• ,..),. 

..1..
.,4; 

. 
r • '...4?).7 71? 
1"; . . , '''' ' 4,:.;t1. ' 

: 25;1' 40",„ 
70

, 

meg Trawl. I illabliboompa 

HELPING HAND — Joel Berg, national director of the AmeriCorps program, 
helps Rogue Valley AmeriCorps members create flr.h habitat at Applegate 

Lake Thursday. Berg visited southern Oregon as part of a tour of Northwest 
programs. 
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7..37 . • * " . 2 ORAN .WNSON/ Some of the 50 Chica9o arsa members of AmerICANps, the nevi dom•suc **nice organization, leoric Thesday at the Edna White Century Garden at 111th and lionbewood. 

Diverse AineriCorps Youth ait Wo* 
By Rob Otmetead *The carrot. at tbe end of tbe ' 

stick is ... a $1,000 scholarship," !Program aimed at curbing vio-said crew leader Paul O'Grady, an ience, drew Brigid McDonald, 17. office manager with the US. De- "I'm working with completely part?nent of Agriculture taking a different people all the time, t from his normal dutiee to I don't around," said n-supervise I0 participants. ald, a graduate of Mother  McAu-
The workere are recent or ley High School,  soon-to-be * h school grwieates O'Grady said workers start at 7:30 a.m. and loafing isn't allowed.   "That's part of the project also: from "all different educational 

'tea'rhischinfs]aa wArkenedthiitilsnnohalmi'dcoi-: backgrounds, economic  back-
ground—eorne of them went to  Ag  what-vou-want' type of thing." 
school, some are from Ida B. 
Wells," said Elizabetb Tyler ot 
the Botanic Garden in Glencoe. 
Tyler has been helping communi-
ty volunteers establish the garden, 
called the Edna White Century 
Garden, at 111th and Homewood, 
for more than a year. 

The diversity, the scholarship 
and the chance to be a part of a 

r-ky) 

Matt Writer 

Chris Travis was not amused 
when a little British history was 
slipped in on him on his first day of gardening as a member of 
ArneriCorpe. 

A community volunteer told 
Travis about the Iegend of Queen 
Anne's Lace, a flower said to haVe 
sprung from the blood of Anne 
Boleyn, wife of Henry VIII, after 
s.he wu beheaded. 

But mini-history leuon aside, 
Travis, 18, a resident of the Ida B. 
Wells houaing development, said, "It's the beat job out here---in the 
world." 

ArneriCorps is Preeident Clin-
ton's effort to bring people to public service while helping them 
earn money for education. In Chi-cago, the program is at the Chi-cago High School for Agricultural 
Science. Fifty young people will be employed for 10 weeks, each 
earning a tax-free $147 stipend 
per week. 

Yearlong programs start in Au- 
gust, but the summer run is being called "Summer of Safety" be-osuse part of its focus is to curb violence suid crinae. 

- 



Woolsey praises 
local work site 

COn8IeSSbna IePreSenlaU\e 
L!nnW001SeY,W1|0PlaYedx 
\SIIuenlalr01einSb3Pin8 
AeIlCOrPSaSaembeI0{ 
[ e HOUSe EdUCaliOn anJ 
LabOrC0 "ee.PIaiSed 
10C}1.teIiCOrPSeberS 
HhObe8anPerfOIia8CO 
mumty service this week in 
exchange for echicational 
,2rants. 

-Not only has AmeriCorps 
opened the door to higher edu-
cation for Sonoma County res-
idents.. it has given new life to 
meaningful new programs in 
our communities that have 
been neglected for too 
long." said Woolsey. 

Several AmeriCorps mem-
bers working with the local 
branch of the Soil Conserva-
tion Service (SCS) met with 
Woolsey earlier in the month 
and toured a work site at the 
Atwood Ranch in Gien Ellen 
The members will be working 
on a variety .of water quality 
improvement projects through-
out Sonoma County. Members 
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Removal of dead underbrush is one of the first steps in renovation ot 
breaks that date back to the 1930s and '40s. 
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:Job program investing in ponservation 
Patterned after the CCC of the 1930s, AmeriCorps workers 
take their turn on the windbreaks of western Oklahoma 
BY CAN CRUMNIETT 

M[him Vaughn. 77. has farmed 
the Bght sods of Greer County 
since 1942 when he returned 

from the Seabees to farm with his 
father. The wmdbreak that extends 
westward from hts current home 
waS alreadv there. begInrung to con-
trol what had been a farmer s night-
mare only several years before. 

-We bought our first tractor in 
1936 or 37. and you could hardly 
drive it over the dunes in this field.' 
Vaughn potnted. noung today's field 
as tt gently rolls. neatly surrounded 
bv wmdbreaks on three sides. 

The windbreaks planted by mem-
bers of the CMlian Conservauon 
Corps (CCC). the federally-spon-
sored v,lork program born of the 
drought and depression of the 
1930s.' have served well. Vaughn 
will teU you they've stopped a lot of 
sand and have allowed him to farm 
wheat. cotton and alfalfa since he 
came home to help his dad. whose 
failing eyestght was ending his ca-
reer. 

But. windbreaks are living crea-
tures. and like all other creatures 
they age. More than a half-century 
of standing up to the hot summer 
winds of southwest Oklahoma has 
killed some of the trees in the 1940 
vintage planting. On two occasions 
Vaughn -posted" the planting. se-
lectively ctitting some trees for fence 

posts to rnake room for new growth. oounty area of westem Oklahoma. 
Still. without additional perlodic Overall. 20 members of the Okla-
maintenance the winbrea.ks Sibe- homa Public Lands and Environment 
Ilan elms. desert willow and Team currently are employed in west-
mulberrys ultimately wtll give up. ern counties to renovate windbreaks. 

That's where the modern-day They are organized into three tearns 
counterpart of the CCC entered the based at Sentinel. Mangum arid 
picture this fall. A tearn oi 1 I voung Woodward. 
people employed under the USDA's Using chainsaws. axes and gloved 
new Soil Conservation Service hands. the teams follow directions 
ArneriCorps prograrn provided the provided by state foresters and SCS 

i labor to upgrade Vaughn's AvInd- persOnnel to scour -din. the-
break. and .rnany others in gt!2'3; ; growth - of old 'windbreaks. remove 

7==- - -tleacc 'and fallen limbs and, tn gen-
, eral. prepare lhe old plantings for 
- planting season. . 

During cold weather. team mem-
bers will be back planung modern 
windbreak varieties, such as pecan. 
-t,o fl11 some of the holes age and 
decay left in the windbreaks over the 
years. ln addition. the clearing of 
undergrowth and brush will allow 
existing trees to be invigorated and 
will provide for natur-al regeneration. 

Tearn mernbers also will be in-
volved in constructing fences on 
windbreaks exposed to cattle. tp pre-
vent trampling of young trees be-
fore they can become established. 

In all cases. the AmeriCorps tearn 
works hand-in-hand with the land-
owner. SCS and state natural resources 
personneL 

For thelr eforts the workers re-
ceive roughly a minimum wage pay-
check. health insurance coverage and 
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Providing a half-century of protection to the fragile soils of Greer County, this 
aging windbreak receives a face lift from young people employed in the USDA 
Amerieorps program. 
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If you're 
interested, 

' 
' - ' 

• Western Oklahoia landown-
ers interested in having new 
windbreaks built 'or exisUng 
windbreaks renovated_roay ap-
ply for the program bylcontact-
ing the district conservationists 
at the nearest SCS field office. 
ParUcipaung landowners will be 
part of the Oklahoma Forest 
Stewardship Program which 
makes cost-share opportunities • available. . 

1 

. t 
4 
• 

the nizht to a $4.725 educational 
voucher at the end of 10 months. said 
Torn Wdson. Sentinel. district conser-
vaclorast of the North Fork of the Red 
Rivrr Conservation Distict. rrhey have 
to work the enure 10 roonths. but the 
voucher they receive Ls •ood for books 
arid tuition at any college or technical 
school. or it can be used to pay casting 
higher education loans.-

Other benefits of the program in-
clude a new public awareness of wind-
breaks arid their need for maintenance. 
Wilson explained.  

'ln many cases. people_around 
here have taken windbreaks for 
o.ranted...they ye always been there. 
Now, wtth the tearns working updating_ 
the older wu-idbrea.ks. we have produc-
ers realizing the need to protect them 
trom cattle and keep them vigorous. 

-We've gotten a good benedt from 

IN During a break from cutting. 
stacking and raking. the Sentinel 
ArnenCorps crew took time to dis-
cuss their rnotives and feelings with 
the Farmer-Stockman. 

The educational voucher was 
. the pnrnary goal. of course. with 

€1ve members of the team planning 
to use it to go to school for the first 
time. The rest planned to pay off 
existing college loans once they 
complete their ten-month stint with 
'the corps.' 

But there was rnore. There was 
a link to the past and a desire to 

. build links to 1994 for the future. 
't would be nice in 50 vears to 

see this. and say .1 did that': ex-
plained one mernber. Another 

. chirned in -it's good to do some-
t.1-iing for the environment and our 
communities...to put something 
back.' Also, the team was quite 
interested in meeting members of 
the onginal CCC crews who planted 
the windbreaks they are now reno-
vating. 

Dill City's Cindy Marquez was 
qulte vocal about wanting to make 
the team successful. 

.  -We want to do a good job. since 
this (the tearn work project) is a 
first.' she explained. 'It's up to us 

, 

• . . 
i _ o - 

,••1. • 

One of several groups of Oklahoma young people hired In USDA's AmeriCorps 
program to work on conservation related projects, these workers are based in 
Sentinel and cover part of a 23-county area. Those pictured include, from left, 
backrow: Lynden Haygood. District Conservationist, Greer County Conserva-
tion District landowner Milton Vaughn; Christopher James, Mangum; Cindy 
Marquez, Dill City; Dustin Carip, Hobart Grant Griffith, Sentinel; James Buchner, 
Lawton, and Tom Wilson, District Conservatlonist, Sentinel., North Fork of the 
Red River Conservation District. Front row, from left Jesse Carter, Sentinel; 
Sam Rice, Warren; Chris Shield, Sentinel; Tommy Koons, Colony, and Brent 
Smith, Sentinel. . 
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this awareness already. and we haven't 
ptanted a tree vet.' he explained. noting 
planting will be done during the dorrnant 
season of winter. 

The rertewed awareness of the need to 
protect:windbreaks ts even more critical 
now. Wilson says, because rnariv of the 
older windbreaks were made of -eight to 
10 rows of trees. Newer plantings are 

desieried with only three rows. 
'So. we tiave to be very ea.reful about 

protectirtg thern from granng cattk. or 
well lose them early on.' 

After watching the team in action on 
- his place in late September. Vaughn. a 

conservation district board member, is 
convinced.  

'They're workin little dudes.' he 
smiled. ;We interviewed these peopk be-
fore they came to work. They are all uying 
to get an educauon. And. I believe most 
will make IC- 3 
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Why AmeriCorps? 
to work together as a team. We h.ave to 
make it work or they'll (the govern-
ment) drop it.' 

Landowner Milton Vaughn seemed 
to think the team would have no prob-

lem 'making it work.-
"They've worked together 

quite well for Just getting to know 
one another. I've been amazed at 
how they've pitched in.-



effect she can have on people by sharing 
her trials, aa well as her triumphs. 

"If I can help someone not go 
through the pain'and auffering and 
turmoil that I've gone through, I've 
accomplished my goal," she said. "No 
diploma could take the place of that." 

One of the benefite of AmeriCorps is 
an education award for college or 
vocational training totaling $4,725. 
Adams doesn't know what she wants 
to do following her 10-month commit-
ment to the program, whether she 
might sign up for another stint. 

College is a goal. One day she'd like 
to work a drug and alcohol preven-
tion specialist and expand on the 
work she has done as a volunteer to 
substance abuse prevention agenciee 
in Butler and Hamilton counties. 

".1 think it's important t4at teen-

agers know there are adults that 
havo beon there, that we know what 
kind of harm (drug and alcohol 
abuse) could do," she said. "It's so 
important that we catch them beforo 
they get there." 

Hamilton will have a lasting effect 
on her. She's enjoyed a lot of success. 
She's also enjoyed the support of peo-
ple who cared for her as she discov-
ered a different way of living. 

"I'm feeling all kinds of things," she 
said about leaving Hamilton. I came 
here without no family. But people 
have taken me in, tough-loved me, 
and loved me until I could love myself. 

"I've had a lot of natural highs," 
she said. "Sometimes people will 
ask me if I'm on (drugs or alcohol) 
and I say, 'No, I don't go that way 
anymore.' " 
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Clean and sober, woman looks to help others 
1 MIR PHA] 
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I y Jeff Hatton 
ournalftown Next month, Adams is going to work 

for the Vermont Anti-liunger Corps 
as part of AmeriCorns President 
Clinton's national service program. 
For 10 months, Adama will work in 
aoup kitchens, educate people about 
theimportance of nutrition, and make 
bres kfasts for senior citizens. 

"It's been a long four years," ahe 
aaid. "Emotionally it's been rough. ' 
But God has seen filf to put the right 
people in my life. Nothing haa been as 
bad ai my days of drinking and drugs. 
I know I have a future without drink.-
Mg and druga. And I know I don't 
have a future with them." 

She dropped out of high school in 
1979. Last manth, she took her graduate 
equivalency exam. She feels pretty pod 
about her chanced of passing. But what's 
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County clears 911 hurdle 
• 

lenWYjn8rDadS 
firsl SIep 10 serviee 

By KAY CORDON 
Staff Welke 

A giant step has been taken to-
ward a 911 emergency service sys-
tem in Saluda County, now that ail 
the county's roada have been 
identified 

Hut the service is at West 18 
months away. 

That's how king it will be before 
the county is in a position to ask 
telephone companies to beghi work 
on the system, said Paul Potts, 
chairman of the county Planning 
Commission. 

But the county is on tbe right 
track. 

Recently, a Natural Resources 
Conservation Service AmeriCorps 
team uf volunteers spent three 
weeiu Went Vying ai of the county's 
named and unnamed roads. They 
developed cross references by 
names and numbers. Then, they 
made copies of the tax imps and 
identified road names on the maps 
and the property numbers. 

The five-member team also noted 
new toads that were not marked on 
the 1968 highway maps they used. 

1  

Tbe end product was an updated 
map of the county Jn four sectkins. 

Accurate and updated road maps 
are critical to establishing a 911 sys- 
tem, Potts sold. To qualify for 911, 
at least 80 percent of tbe roads must 
be named. 

A county committee is naming 
the roads, but hundreds still have 
no zanies, team members saki. 

"Vie don't even come close to 80 
percent being named," Polls said. 
"We're working toward that. 
There's a major push to get that 
completed. Then, roads have to be 
numbered." 

The seven-member, al-volunteer 
planning commission asked the 
ArneriCorps leant to inventory the 
roads_ 

AmeriCorps ls funded through 
the Corporation lor National and 
Community Service and the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. 
Projects ere based on community-
identified needs. 

"They had the time and vehicles 
and computers," Potts said. "Were 
getting ready to ask them to help 
with indexing — numbering of 
streets and roads, which will lead to 
a numbered address as opposed to a 
route and box number." 

AmeriCorps is President Clin-
ton's national service initiative to  

address critical education, human 
service and environmental needs in 
communities_ 

To qualify for 911, at least 
80 percent of the roads 

must be named. 

Several AaierlCorpa projects are 
underway in South Carolina. The 
one for rural devekipment in South 
Carolina is sponsored by the 
USDA/Natural Resources Conser-  

vat ion Service. 
Project area counties lactude 

Abbeville, Laurens, Greenwood, 
Newberry, McCormick, Lexington, 
Saluda, Edgeflekl mad Aiken. The 
teams, which began in September, 
will work on various projects in ru-
ral counties for the rest of the year. 

The South Carolina Rural Devel-
opment ArneriCorps project has 
four five-nrember teams, with 10 ia 
Greenwood County and 10 in New-
berry County. 

A Newberry team conducted the 
recent project in Saluda County. 11 
also has done projecls in other 
areas, including budding outdoor 
learning centers, developing related 
ksson plarts, and water quality 
sa 
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..._ Sy Barbosa  Hahn clew Lady Curet " Illinois Valley native returns after a stint in the Peace Corps involved," he says. Most impor 

trying to get more people 

CAVK JUNCTIOK —. Rural • 
. Lent Is to get those wilhng to corn 

development Mailman lens in economic developmeet, from lha , The idea was simple enough: . relearn the community." tnit for at least a year ci servicc 
the Dominion Republic imr a lot thaveraity of Oregon. Time Lie Capture rain water that lads brew And, the • community has involved in enrking toward mcct 

le common with rural develoye joined the Peace Corpse Winkle i Noicembor through March viA gilt-'. clasaged in recent yearx. More ing lhe community's goals. 
meat la a sinall imminienthemeli rural DonibtUan Republic eons- tem attached to reofs, then store, people bave moved in, and those The Community Responst 

ere Oregun. . , munities Menem infrastructure. • the water in cisterns for use later 'evolved in promoting projects Team will meet at 7 pm_ Thurs 

Marcos Kartaffaink OilirlieW Trained as a rural youth vottm- • in the season. . . have changed faces_ day al Illinois Valley High School 
community development allartalli- seer, duo to his e ince aith Using system designs, Rata- . 
tor Om the Illinois Valley, knows Faure raernersee made- , man wrote grant requests that 
the siseilarilies weR As a Peace Ease ev,, he was sent to garnered funds from public and . 

*Ilsis volunteer, he bellied sell. the corner of the small private agcncies. The money • 

walor-Oonoctimi loll Storage Ilse- .-Quitime isiased nation. come through, hut within days of 
terns, as well all coastruct a "I started off in rural youth th.e project's implementation, 
latrine in a Dominican Repubicas projects," he says. That is. be )C&Uftrflai) severely injured his )eg, 
community with few sects facile managed a baseball learn corn- sending him back to the U.S. (or 
lies. posed of Dorninken Republic chil- reconstructive aurgery Another • 
• In kis new post in the Illinois oroo. volunteer saw the projcct through. 
Valley • - the first AmeriCorps "There arc hundreds of kids Though now out of tlx Peace 
posibm in the valley - hell help there and everyose wants to play IIARCIM KAUFFMAN . Corps, Kauffman saw a noed to 
the C'ommunlLy Respoose Team baseball," he emplanes. Drone to rural communities coatinue belping rural communi-
meet WWI outficxd in the refilen's With sports a mainstay of cone ties. This time, President Clinton's 
strategic plan. And ore ef this big munity participation, Kauffman rnunity didn't have latrines," he AmeriCorps program provided a 
goals outlined in the plan is t• organized a program that brought says. So, Kauffman organized a way to employ him at a local 
improve and expand water amid needed spirts equipment to rural project that built a simple latrine level. 
sewage MIANDS- coin:realities. Through contacts at near a community building that "This is an opportunity to do 

SNUB thing, bigger acale. Illinois Valley High Scheel aad served as a cciater tor sociel func- great thiugs," Kauffman says of • 
But for Kauffman. 76, the  expe-  ether schools, unused athletic titles. the program. Not only with the 

rience of helping a community equipment was shipped to the Then there was a project to community benefit from the help, 

solve its  Problems ensi areomPrzh,. small country The sporting goods provide drinking water. but hen also bave $4,700 a year in 
goals has a personal twist. This is were then distributed to thosr “Ahoul two-thirds a lhe vil- student loans paid off fur his 
his home town. community groups williog t• pvt lagers didn't have access to effort. 

Muirmalt grew up  hi the nit- their labor tnward a communily potable water," he says. Instead, The experience also is giving 
nois Valley and i cuidly relined project, he says. there was a large, concrete cistern hini an nppurlunity to return to his 

atter learinit r• earn a twehatees (Mc success story wasA tom willun the community that was roots. 
degree Oa interriatimal stodies. milady latrine. periodically filled by the govern- "I spent my formative years in 

with an eroPhosts le Third Wald "Moat of the people in the com- rnent to provide for basic Needs. coilege," he says. "I'm having tu 

First AmeriCorps worker to focus on, waten'ithwage.plans 
I "I'm working oe outreach now 
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AinenLorps worRers 1ena a hand tq: l 
• . 

' r ·  

BY LARRY PEIRCE ing 1�3 flood debris ffl>ffl flood � 
l.Jnooln J0llnlll trol dams In Jobmon, Otoe, Nemaha. 

Richardson and Pawnee counUea. BROWNVll..LE - Anyone-,oining - -wori"isdirededoutoftheSoil -AmeriCorps. President Clinton's Udo- servation Service otrlce in Tecwt\leb • ,i 

mestic Peace C-Orps," must have com- and is·part o( the U.S. Depar1rnent ol 
munity spirit and be willing to forgo Agricu)Jl40?'s rural development pro-11 
higher wages lh<·y might earn at an- gram. 

' ' 

other job. AmeriCorps also has crews work· 
In return for their s.icrHices. work- ing In an anti-hunger, nutriUon and 

ers can wipe out college debt or gain empowen;nent program. 
moll<'y to return to rolll'ge by helping Clinton announced AmeriCorps oa 
out nonprofit ageoocs and local gov- Sept. 12, and crews went � work a 
emrnents. week la�L Yearly is accepting proJ• 
-worxers must look beyond the tim- ect proposals for nonprofit and public 

ited financial benefits o( AmeriC-Orps, project.s 4 in villages, cities 11nd coun-
said Chuck Yearly o( Lincoln. super- ties. , 1 
visor o( a crew working out or Tecum- � A lot or. these places don't have 
seh. much money (f9r public wort proj-

"We're here for the community, to ects)," he said. 
get involved," Yearly said. Last week. the Tecumseh crew 

Worteni wear black baseball caps began scrapl.og damaged paint from 
and gray T°"hirts with a white A on a the interior of the float,i,ng Meri-
black cirde. The AmeriCorps motto wether Lewis Museum. Last year's 
is -Getting things done." f1oods nearly swept the old river 

The Tecumseh crew will spend 
most of Its 1,800 working hours clear- Please see AMERICOAPS on page 5 

A, .,jt,1 iCorps/Workers help communities anctthemsel 
•i. ' �-: 

added In, workers earn about $ .. ,, 1
year plus paid medical 4 .l�e�-�f 
AmeriCorps workers an, not �� 
ered federal workers and are not eli­
gible for unemploymenl They must 
work the entire year to receive 
educational benefits, and an lQnited 

Continued from P8QO 1 

dredge away. The interior paint was 
damaged when the roof leaked. Heat 

1 and humidity caused more damage. 
Th<' cr<'w will scrape and then re­

paint th<' r<'llinJ? and walls for the 
nonprofit Meriwether Lewis Founda­
tion A private contractor inst.ailed a 
new roof this summer. 

Y arly, who has a master's degTee 
in nmil ;ind commur,ity planning, was 
a community planner in Carroll. 
Iowa, befor<:! his job was phased out. 
llr· had been out of work for months. 
Am<'nCorps will help him pay off his 
gr:,duate school dl'bt and gain experi­
enr<' as a �uJ)<'rvisor. 

Enc Bartels of Tecumseh. a con­
struct ion worker and th father of 
tw<, rluldren. said he wants to go lo a 
t ,...,, �·ear college without borrowing 
OH•O\"\' 

Th�resa an<l Emily Shem1an. two 
s1. t rs fn,111 Tl-.·umseh, said th y will 
p:-iy off �tu<knt loans th<'y inc-urred 
whil<' :-itt,·nd1ng Platte Community 

C-Ollege in Columbus and Peru State 
C-OUege. 

"It takes care of all o( mine, thank 
God," Emily Sherman said. scraping 
paint from the ceiling of the old river 
dr<'<lge. 

The sisters. 20-year-old identical 
twins. plan to go back to school after 
ay<'ar. 

AmeriCorps, a $360 million pro­
grnm, pays 20,000 Americans lo work 
in four areas: education, he.ilth and 
human needs. the environment and 
publjc saJety. If extended by C-On­
gress. the program could spend $1.5 
billfon over three years to pay for 
100.000 workers. 

Anyone older than 17, including 
high school dropouts and people with 
graduate degrees, can apply for the 
program. 

AmeriCorps supervisors make 
$6.35 an hour plus credit toward 
money for education; workers earn 
$4.35 an hour plus school mon y. 

When the educational voucher is 

to two years in the program. , r · 
Yearly said the Tecu.maeb crew 

and crews in Lincoln, � and 
Norfolk soon will each add another 
worker. 

In Lincoln, recruiting Is under way 
for 23 volunteers to work wit.h nine 
community action agencies in Ne­
braska, said Lorrie Benson, director 
of Community Action of Nebraska 
Inc. 

Benson will oversee a progTam 
aimed at reducing violence among 
youths 10 to 15 years old. For infonna­
tion, call Benson al ( 402) 471-3714. 

For information about other 
AmeriCorps opportunities, call 1-800-
1180-4183. 

( 
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AmeriCorps Members 
Help With Park Cleanup 
BY JANET ECKMANN 
Special to the Press & Dakotan 

PLAINVIEW, Neb. — Aluminum rain 
gutters wrapped around trees. A 2-by-
6 driven 4 feet into the ground. 
Electrical wire with outlets and light 
sockets still attached draped in tree 
branches. These were just a few of 
the sights that greeted AmeriCorps 
workers in Beatrice, Neb. last week. 

Local AmeriCorps members, 
Na,dene Chavet, Mary Rose Backhaus, 
Stephen Wilson Cook and Carmen 
Shaffer, were called on to help clean 
up Homestead National Monument of 
America Park near Beatrice following 
the devastating tornadoes May 8. 

While the tornadoes missed the 
park buildings, significant damage 
was done to homes in nearby Pioneer 
Acres. Team members removed 
debris from the damaged homes and 
replaced the park's east entrance 
sign. 

The group worked approximately 
105 volunteer hours. By May 17 eight 
load of debris, totaling two tons, had 
been taken to the Beatrice city dump. 
Members were instructed to save any  

personal items such as photographs 
so owners could be located later. 

One member assisted in the visi-
tors center, so park personnel were 
free to continue their programs. 

Chavet said that their group was 
thankful they were not looking for 
bodies. There were no casualties in 
Beatrice. 

"There were seven homes near the 
park which received extensiv0 dam-
age ... We found such things as tricy-
cles, gas grills, shoes, tires and.parts 
which appeared to be a triple garage 
belonging to an apartment building," 
she said. 

Chavet said she had read what 
strange and weird things tornado 
winds would do. "Now I believe it. We 
have seen some unbelievable sights," 
she said. 

Other AmeriCorps workers from 
Omaha and Lincoln and other volun-
teers will continue clearing debris as 
they try to return the park to its orig-
inal natural beauty. 
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, California 

Program shares fruit of the field! 
, , AmeriCorps and the United 

States Department of Agricul-
ture. A local 12-week gleaning 
project, during which volun-
teers go through local fields 
after harvest to salvage any 
crops, was announced Wednes-
day by Joel Berg, director of na-
tional services for the USDA. 

AmeriCorps is a natiOnal ser-
vice program created by Presi-
dent Clinton. lt allows any citi-
zen or permanent resident age 
17 or o[der to serve their cam-
munities in exchange for educa-
tional grants. 

Through the gleaning pro-
gram, San Benito County will 
participate with the Second Har-
vest Food Bank in Watsonville 

AmeriCorps will hire 
students to glean fields 

for area food banks 

By LAURIE LEMMERMAN 
Staff Writer 

' While most college students 
spend their summers looking 
for Jobs or working on their 
tans, two students may decide 
to enjoy their school breaks by 
picking through rows of lettuce. 

And rows of corn, strawber-
ries, onions or any other crop 
that has already been picked 
over for market but still has ed-
ible fruit and vegetables left in 
the field. 

This year has been named the 
"Summer of Gleaning" by Please turh to CROPS. A8 BERG 
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Crops 
• Continued from page A1 

and F.O.O.D. CROPS in Castro-
ville to provide 500 pounds of 
produce to people in surround-
ing counties. 

'We need to do everything 
-ve can to use youth power to 

' solvc our community prob-
[erns," said Berg at a news con-
ference in Hollister. "We are 
hclping them get an education 
in the process. I'm very excited 
to be a part of this." 

Two AmeriCorps volunteer 
positions in the local gleaning 
prograrn are open to interested 
students. Selccted members will 
receive a S2,242 living allow-
ance for 12 weeks of work plus 
a S1,000 educational award 

which can be used as college 
tuition, graduate school fees, 
job training fees or to pay off 
existing school loans. 

Work in the summer project 
locally will be split into two 
areas, one staying in Watson-
ville doing office work at Sec-
ond Harvest and the other actu-
ally out in the fields picking 
crops. 

Although Community Pantry, 
the food bank in Hollister, is 
not currently in need of extra 
produce, Berg said there Ls 
plenty of other people out there 
who can use the help Ameri-
Corps offers. 

"We are very concerned 
about the food this country 
wastes, and here we are in the 
rniddle of a great agricultural 
area," he said. ''This is like the 
fruit and vegetable basket of 
America. We know there are al-  

ready a number of farmers 
working with food bank, we 
want to help create a per 
nence to the program." 

During his one-hour visi 
Hollister, Berg also toured 
demolition of the city's old 
lice building, which is b• 
renovated in hopes of its 
coming a youth center. 

Bryan Briggs, an AmeriG 
volunteer currently assignec 
Hollister, showed Berg 
progress made at the cer 
They were accompanied 
Councilrnan Ken Duran 
City Manager Barry Johnson 

Other ArneriCorps progr 
within the city include 
painting of 15 Iow-inc 
homes in downtown Hollist• 
well as a downtown mural 
signed and painted by l 
youth. 
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U.S.D.A. AMERICORPS 
MEMBERS ARE MAKING 
IT HAPPEN AT MONTE 
ALTO  
As part ofthe U.S.DA's on-
going commitment to gleaning 
and food rescue Agriculture 
Secretary Dan Glickman has 
designated Texas as one of 
se;ienteen states where 8 
AmeriCorps members will 
work to glean food primarily 
for 1:5ersons in colonia areas of 
Hidalgo, Starr, and Webb 
County. 
AmeriCorps is Prsident 
Clinton's naional service pro-
gram that allows Americans of 
all backgrounds to serve their 
communities in exchange for 
educational awards that can be 
used to pay for colIege, grad-
uate school, job training, or 
payback existing student Ioans. 
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Service Corps granted funding 
Gleanin8 Pro87'|am aids food flcmtries By KAREN 1WACH 

Casette Reporter 

• 

ALBANY — Four local residents 
will help recover surplus food from 
around the region to supply food pan-
tries over the next few months as part 
.of a federal program called the Sum-
mer of Gleaning. 

The program, part of President 
Clinton's AmeriCorps national serv-
ice initiative,bas awarded the Albany 
Service Corps a grant of $22,500 to pay 
for the four workers for the summer. 

The workirs will be deployed 
around a six-eounty area at farms, res-
taurants and other *institutions to 
gather extra food that could otherwise 
go to waste. 

In return, the workers will get a 
weekly stipend o fa pprox imat ely $170, 
and if they stick with the progarn, 
they will earn a $1,000 education 
award at the end of the summer. 

'In these days of dwindling re-
sources, and dwindling commitments 
from slate and federal agencies, we 
have to be creative," said Mayor Je Try 
Jennings, in helping to announce the 
grant. "This is an honor for us lo be 
chosen." 

Albany's program was the only one 
in New York, and one of only 20 
around the country to be cliosen for 
grants under the Summer of Gleaning 
program, accordtng to Paul Winkelter, 
director of the Albany Service Corps. 

The idea of gleaning is based upon 
the practice in biblical times, where 
farmers would leave the edges of their 
fields unharvested so the poor could 
gather food there. 

In the book of Leviticus, Coil com-
mands Moses to leave the gleanings of 
the harvest for the "poor and the so-
journer." 

• 

In more recent times, the practice is 
catching on across the country and in 
this area. 

The Hunger Action Network of New 
York, a statewide anti-hunger group, 
encourages gardeners to plant an ex-
tra row of vegetahles and donate the 
proceeds to a food pantry, 

Also, the Regional Farm & Food 
Project, formed thls year, serves as a 
clearinghouse forvolunteers interest-
ed in helping pick surplus fruits or 
vegetables, and .a contact for farmers 
who have extra food to give. 

Anyone interested in volunteering 
or learning more about that organiza-
tion can write'for more information to 
27 Elm St., Albany, N.Y. 12202. 

One of lhe major problems with the 
idea ofgleaning, is that when a farmer 
offers a field, volunteers and vehicles 
must mobilize quickly, The Ameri-

• 

Corps program will provide a steady 
team of people ready to gather tbe 
available food, program leaders said. 

Winkeller estimates the team of 
gleaners could result in another 10 
tons of food being distributed to food 
pantries in the area. 

He said the program wiii help feed 
the 20,(104) low-income people each 
month who depend on food pantries ia 
Albany, Schenectady, Rensselaerf 
Schoharie, Greene and Columbia 
counties. . 

Marc Smith, the stale executive di-
rector for the U.S. Departnient of Ag-
riculture's Farm Service Agency, 
which ls administering the program? 
said the program will not only help; 
feed the hungry, bul will provide f4 
learning experience for the Ameri-
Corps workers. 

"We're pleased to be a part if it,'; 
Smith said, "I think we've gota syster 
that can help, and we're looking for. 
ward to this." 

• 

THE DAILY GAZETTE 
ALBANY, NEW YORK 
JUNE 18, 1996 



; 

- 
\ 

0 f 

- 

. e 

\ 
\ 

SA;<y___ - 

be Oregonian 
Li I joined AmeriCorps because I 

wanted to repay the people that have helped me. 99 
Se-ah-dom Edmo 
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AmeriCorps work- 
er Se-ah-dom 

Edmo of Portland 
runs Salmon 

Camp, a cultural-
heritage program 

for American 
I - . Indian children. 
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" for The Oregonian 
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Camp coordinator 
acquires discipline, 
dispenses tradition 
through AmeriCorps 
By JODI RAVE 
of The Oregonian staff 

ARM SPRINGS - In 
the distance, Hehe 
Butte shimmers 
through the hot, 

sagebrush-scented air. Three hefty 
chinook salmon, split end-to-end 
and skewered on wooden stakes, 
hiss and sputter over a fire pit dug 
next to the Warm Springs River. 

- Nearby, the sacred Long House of 
the Three Confederated Tribes soon 
will fill with song and dance. 

Behind the Long House, an 18-., 
year-old is in constant motion. Se-

. ah-dom (Beautiful Girl) Edmo di-
rects camp games and maintains 
cool control among her group of 23 

,••• fifth- Itel sixth g a -sate; the sa):rtior. 
Camp kids. 

Edmo, a Shoshone-Bannock, coor-
dinates the Salmon Camp on the 
Warm Springs Indian Reservation 
as part of her yearlong AmeriCorps 
assignment. 

President Clinton, who created 
the program, again called attention 
to it Tuesday during his appearance 

, , at Portland's Pacific Rim Economic 
Conference. 

When a Portland State University 
student, Velaida "Cricker Shepard, 
appeared on one of the conference 
panels and described her Ameri-
Corps experience, her account 

1- : marked one of the conference's 
. emotional highlights. "Do you think 

- r, 4 

•- 

4. - 
' 

, 

• • 

, 
Please turn to Se-ah-dom Edmo (right) of Portland has a knack for working with the youngsters enrolled in Salmon Camp on the Warm Springs Reservation. AMERICORPS, Page A13 
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AmeriCorps: Program has its critics 
• Continued from Page One 
this is worth your money?" Clinton 
asked the crowd, generating enthu-
siastic applause. 

But not everyone applauds the so-
cial service program, which will cost 
$580 million to support 33,000 volun-
teers this year and — if Clinton has 
his way — $812 million for 47,000 
volunteers next year. Critics, includ-
ing House Speaker Newt Gingrich, 
R-Ga., have cited what they consider 
more pressing needs. 

Edmo said the program has given 
her invaluable opportunities while 
helping preserve American Indian 
culture. During the 10-day camp 
American Indian children learn the 
cultural and sodal significance of 
salmon. 

"Students owe it to the elders to 
take 10 days out of the year and to 
devotd it to one of the most sacred 

things in the Northwest," Edmo 
said. "Not only do we owe it to our 
elders, but we owe it to our children 
that are coming seven generations 
ahead." 

Edmo is an AmeriCorps member 
with the Northwest Service Acade-
my, one of 14 AmeriCorps programs 
in Oregon. The program offers a 
$7,500 annual living stipend, plus 
$4,725 in educational support, and is 
limited to two years of participation. 

Edmo will finish a year in the pro-
gram July 29. She graduated a year 
ago from Catlin Gabel School, which 
she attended on various schol-
arships. 

She said she has gained insight 
and learned discipline during the 
past year. She served with nine 
groups, including the Oregon Food 
Bank, an experience she found espe-
cially valuable. 

"Rather than writing a check, you 
get to hand over the food to people 
who are hungry," she said. 

"I joined AmeriCorps because I 
wanted to repay the people that 
have helped me." Some of the people 
she hopes to repay are her parents, 
relatives and others who have 
helped her succeed. 

She's also been nurtured by the 
Oregon Museum Science Institution 
and by the American Indian Science 
and Engineering Society, both of 
which are sponsors of the Salmon 
Camp. 

Her parents, Ed and Carol Edmo. 
said her need to give is just part of 
her spirit. 

"She was raised in a cradleboard," 
Ed Edmo said. "She's been a part of 
her culture since birth. We've rein-
forced it with ceremonies, and the 
elders also expect her to do good. 
And they reinforce it. They praise 
her." 

So do her young charges at Salm-
on Camp. 

"Everyone respects her," said one 

AMERICORPS 
II THE PROGRAM: AmeriCorps is na-
tional community service program de-
signed by the Clinton administration. It 
allows students to donate their time to 
service projects while they earn money 
to help meet college costs. This year the 
program will cost $580 million and will 
involve 33,000 participants. 

III THE BENEFITS: AmeriCorps members 
receive a $7,500 living stipend and a 
$4,725 education credit, some health 
benefits and child care, if needed. 

• TO APPLY: Call the Oregon Commis-
sion for National and Community Service 
at (503) 725-5903 to find out about the 
14 program options provided in Oregon. 

camper, Lena Caudill, a member of 
the Tlingit and Cherokee nations. 
"She's nice. She's comedy. 

"She's not a crab, and she goes by 
the rules," added the 13-year-old 
from Banks. "It's like she's known 
us for years." 

.... , ., , 
ammiiimailujir 
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AmeriCorps volunteers 
can only help: official 
By BLAKE MORLOCK 
Sun Suft Reponer 

The director )f  AmeriCorps' 
largest componeru visited Flagstaff 
Friday, defending the embattled 
program from criticisms raised by 
congressional Republicans. 

"Some of the complaints are from 
Pluto," said Joel Berg, who runs the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture's 
National Service program. He said 
Republicans are attacking the 
program because it displaces volun-
teers from other organizations, it 
pays them minimum wage and it 
costs too much to run. 

Berg on Friday attacked the com-
plaints during a rneeting with com-
munity leaders at the Greater 
Flagstaff Economic Council. 

He said unlike Republican claims, 
he has never heard of an 
AmeriCorps program taking ovcr 
the work of other agencies. 
Republicans say this has prevented 
concerncd citizens from volunteer-
ing. 

"They act like volunteers are trip-
ping over themselves to help the 
community and they have all day to 
work," Berg said. 

On the assertion that it pays it.s 
members, Berg said, "When con-
gresspeople work for free, then 
we'll stop paying AmeriCorps mem-
bers minimum wage." 

Berg also said that of his depart-
ment's 52.6 million budget. This 
year, he will spcnd S30,000 on ad-
ministrative costs, including his trip 
to Flagstaff. 

Berg was flanked by two volun-
teers, Jcrry Chavez and Usha Little. 

As a member of the rural 
development wing of AmeriCorps, 
Chavez put together a deal to 
guarantee tire and emergency medi-
cal service for the Bellemont area. 
This was instrumcntal in landing a 
Wisconsin Tissue plant in the 
Flagstaff area, expected to bring in 
75 to 100 new jobs. He also brought 
emcrgency medical services to 
Parks. 

In addition, Chavez put together a 
cooperative agreement among 19 
local, state and government agencies 
in northern Arizona that will stream-
line the process of sharing resources 
in emergencies. 

Little said her AmeriCorps efforts 
in the Navajo Reservation town of 
Camero have improved the quality 
of life there. She said she set up a 
cultural preservation organization 
and has promoted tourism to im-
prove the economy. 

GFEC President Dave Spaur said 
Chavez helped in attracting Wiscon-
sin Tissue to Flagstaff because 
Chavez had rnore staff power and a 
better budget. 

Flagstaff Mayor Chris Bava.si said 
the city's faith in AmeriCorps is il-
lustrated in the city budget. 

"The proof in the city of 
Flagstafrs interest in this program is 
that we have invested heavily in this 
program," Bavasi said. "We think 
this program is very important." 
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FEBRUARY 1, 1995 

Young AmeriCorps volunteers 
are tackling WMNF projects 

• , . 

32-member 
crew plans 

to spend a year 
working on 

conservation 
tasks -- unless 

their new 
program 

is Newtered 
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plore opportunities in environmen-
tal studies," said Jessa Eisenwinter-
Lake, a biology major whq recently 
graduated --frqm :Yt.,Holyoke. Col-
lege in South-Hadley; Ma.s. a: 
good way to look at options in en-- . 
vL-onrnentarcarcers, study and pay 
back those loans." ' 

Jeff Feurr.i:: cf N.H. 
said he needs the money too. • 

"I came here for the experience of 
living up here," he said, "and the  

big reason is for the money fc-
school. It's not a ton of money, but 
'it's enough to get me going." - 

- Erik Hamilton, a 24-year-old whc 
hasn'f-been to -college iyet,, 
just' Wanted to-  do something- dif 
ferent. 

"I wanted to meet new people, 
"1 

ther my education in phys. ed. It's 
nice being around a ,lot of .people 
and I Canlise the money for colls cc. 
I love the outdoors, and I like wria: 
we're doing right now. I could do it 
for the rest of my life: - 

Susan Chunt pf New York City is 
hoping, thc,',Irograrit irnpro‘c 
her construction  

"I v.-ant to learn the constructivi. 
side because I want to. join the 

See AMERICORPS, page "? 
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By WENDY HANSCOM 

They're young, enthusiastic, vi-
sionary and they want to inspire a 
generation of Americans to take up 
national community service. 

Thirty-two AmeriCorps members 
are now encarnped at the Bog 
Brook Training facility in Gilead. 
They range in .age from 18 to 26, 
and have... signed up for.a year of 
-WOW:in:0e: 800,00030- White 
.Motintain N3iiienalFornt. - • 

AerCOrPSWJSaCOmer510ne01 
PJCSiOenlC110nSCan PJj8n PIJ1. 

11xf,fjljk§x; 

1 !1 iI iii11i 

' HASITAT—AMeriCorps members Sara Cory (left), Claire Darling and Stine 
Johnson help clear out a spot along the Kancarnagus highway to Improve anlrnal and bird habitat. ArnerlCorps members will be'working in the Whtte Mountain National Forest until December, unless the program luirt.'Sorpe House and Senate Republlcans have been critical of President Clinton's national servicsi'Program-!1- (Phao by Bryan Yeoton) 

`We're,:rtót iiicitirschOldrOpouts 
,fpr‘oltaiLaraptrie-Q1*-bee 

DAN MARTEL 
AmeriCorps member 
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AmeriCorps 
Continued from page 1 

The Bethel Citizen 

JOE KIERNAN of the Bog Brook AmeriCorps encampment uses a 

bow saw to help clear out a bird habitat area In the White Mountain 

National Forest. (Phoio by Brian Yeaton) 

Peace Corps," said Chunt, who 
graduated from Wesleyan Univer-
sity in 1993 with a bachelor's de-
gree in economics. "I put the Peace 
Corps off a ycar so I could do this." 

AmcriCorps arrived at Bog Brwk 
on Jan. 14. The crew spent the first 
few days lcarning about each othcr 
and the program. Last Wednesday 
was their first full-day working in 
the national forest. 

Their work in the forest will be 
dcmanding and labor-intensive, ac-
cording to Rebecca Oreskes of the 
U.S. Forest Service. 

Corps members will create wild-
life habitat, clear for scenic vistas, 
paint and do maintenance work at 
forest recreation sites. and build and 
maintain trails. 

"It lets us get a whole lot of 
projects up off the ground that we 
otherwise wouldn't be able to do," 
Oreskes said. "We're really im-
pressed with the quality of people 
who've come. They're not getting 
lots of money ansd we're really 
pleased with their skills, dedication 
and deterrnination. They really want 
to work and do a service." 

The Forest Service manpower has 
bczn hurt by federal cutbacks the 
past few years. 

At times during the year, corps 
members will share Bog Brook 
facilitics with thc National Guard. 
For most of the summer, thc er.:se 
AmeriCorps crew will be carr.: 

, . . 

"In the summer, we'll focus 
primarily on trail work and environ-
mental education," said project 
director Bryan Yeaton. "We'll learn 
more about the Forest Service and 
what they do. We'll be teaching 
people to leave the forest as good 
as, or better than. they found it." 

Searching for more projects 

During their year with 
AmeriCorps, crew members are 
also encouraged to take up a per-
sonal volunteer project in the sur-
rounding community. 

Those projects can be anything 
from volunteering at the local li-
brary or school to helping environ-
mental groups with concerns like 
water quality, erosion control or 
community education. 

They'm willing to listen to about 
any pitch, Yeaton said, and he'd 
welcome project ideas from local 
non-profit civic, educational and 
governmental groups. 

"We want to get into the schools," 
said corps-member Dan Martel, an 
electrical engineering graduate. 
"We're anxious to tell people about 
what we're doing." 

AmeriCorps members are also 
looking for recreational ideas. Some 
crew members have cars and travel 
home for the weekend, but others 
do not and won't get home too 
oftcn. 

Cathy Newel!, SAD44 Adult Ed 
director. is trying to hclp organize 
....,, ~-,., ,,.,.: . . i ‘t 1 
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Staff Photo by Eddie LeSueur 

Samuel Shore, left, helps Mary Miller at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center 

JOHNSON CITY PRESS 
JOHNSON CITY, TENNESSEE 

MAY 28, 1995 

AmeriCorps provides opportunity to help 

By Kristen Hebestreet 
Press Slat! Wrdor 

.as g:rl hancyd 
Samuel Shore a homemade get 
aell card made from a folded 
paper plate, she asked, "Could 
you please give this to my 
papaw?" 

Shore immediately took the 
card to her grandfather, a patient 
in the critical care ward at the 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center, 
Mountain Horne. 

Shore ia one of the 300 Arneri-
Corps volunteers working in Ten-
nessee's urban and rural commu-
nities. As a 47-year-old rna.n 
preparing to atudy for the min-
istry, Shore is almost twice as old 
as the average AmeriCorp partici-
pant. 

Half of the AmeriCorps work-
ers are 21 to 29 years old, with 
one quart.er 20 years and under 
and the remainder 30 and over. 
Most have had some college or a 
bachelor's degree and more than 
half— 64 percent — are women. 

"The only requirement for 
AmeriCorps is that they be at 
least 17 years old and an Ameri-
can citizea," said Carol White, 
Tennessee Commission on 
National and Community Service 
executive director. 

What the ArneriCorps workers 
do depends on what the leader-
ship of the community considers a 
priority, Ms. White said. This 
includes promoting tourism, 
attracting industry, improving 
housing or working in existing 
prograrna. 

In Knoxville, AmeriCorpa ia 
reducing violence in inner cities 
by worki:4 with Head Start stu-
dents who diaplay violent tenden-
cies at an early age. AmeriCorps 
workers in Nashville are develop-
ing health care programs for at• 
risk families and senior citizens. 

"And in Memphis, ArneriCorps 
workers are working to break the 
cycle of child abuse: Ms. White 
said. "ArneriCorps workers all 
across the state are working in 
environmental education and eco-
nomic development." 

Like AmeriCorps members in 
other communities, Shore wears 
more than one hat. In addition to 
his work with families of critically 
ill patients at Mountain Home, he 
is updating the community ser-
vices directory at the First Ten- 
nessee Development District 
Area Agency on Aging. 

Shore is partnered with Robert 
Hamm, an AmeriCorps volunteer 
based in Johnson County. Hamm, 
53, who also works at the VA 
intensive care unit waiting room, 
does some work for Habitat for 
Humanity and the Haven of 
Mercv. 

Hamm became an AmeriCorps 
worker after his small business 
shut down and his 20-yearjob at 
Burlington Industries Ended. He 
wanted to graduate frcm college, 
but said he also wainel to serve 
the community. 

"I understood I could help oth-
ers by helping myself," Hamm  

said. "This has been the most 
rewarding and fulfilling thing I've 
done since I was ln the military." 

Nationwide, Americorps' 
20,000 participants work in com-
munities for $6,200 in salary and 
living expenses and, if they corn-
plete a nine-month tour, are 
awarded $4,725 for college. 

The Corporation for National 
and Community Service, which 
oversees AmeriCorps, received 
$575 million in funding this4sear. 
Like many otherjob training and 
education programs, ArneriCorps 
may be eliminated in the efforts 
to balance the federal budget by 
the year 2002. 

There are aeven AmeriCorps 
workers with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture's Rural Eco-
nomic and Community Develop-
ment Council, all of whom are 
stationed in Upper East Ten-
nessee, said Jeff Powell, council 
spokesman. 

Powell, who is based in 
Nashville, said the workers are in 
this region because so many of 
the counties here are below the 
poverty level. 

The USDA Rural Development 
Team is recruited from people 
who grew up in this area. Accord- 
ing to an ArneriCorps brochure, 
planners hope this will empower 
communities to develop local 
leadership and to reverse the 
"rural brain drain.' 

Amy Crumley, a 22-year-old 
Jonesborough resident, says she'd 
been a 4-H volunteer and Future 
Farrners of America member 
since she waa in fourth grade. As 
an AmeriCorp worker, she was a 
primary organizer of the recent 
Envirothon for high school stu-
dents and the Conservation Field 
Day for elementary school stu-
dents. 

really enjoy doing things for 
other people," she said. 

AmeriCorps volunteers like 
Ms. Crumley are required to a ork 
a total of 1,812 hours in order to 
receive the educational assista nt• 
ship. This must take at least nine 
months but no more than one 
year. 

Paperwork within the agency 
is kept to a minimum. Each 
AmeriCorps member required  

to eubmit a quarterly report stat-
ing the goals of each project and 
what is being done to meet those 
goals. 

A service learning grant pro-
vided by the National Service 
Corp. allowed East Tennessee 
State University, Milligan Col-
lege and Northeast State Com-
munity College to each offer a 
three-credit class called "Intro-
duction to Community Service." 

Billie Barlow, a former journal-
ist from Charlottesville, Va., is 
working on a "Hidden Heroines" 
project for the ETSU Center for 
Appalachian Studiea. 

The project involves collecting 
oral histories from Upper East 
Tennessee women who somehow 
changed their communities for 
the better, Ms. Barlow said, and 
has also written a grant proposal 
for the cranberry project in Shady 
Valley. 

"I was attracred to the national 
service movement," Ms. Barlow 
said. "I felt that a number of peo-
ple could really make a differ-
ence " 
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Desert Sun photo by Andy Gomperz 

John Soto (foreground) of Indio and Patrina Olvera of 
Desert Hot Springs cut and clear a portion of the 
Pacific Crest Trail recently as part of an AmeriCorps  

project. The workers provide community service in 
exchange for minimum wage and funds to apply 
toward their education. 

AmeriCorps provides paychecks, pride 
By PAUL R. HUARD 
The Desert Sun 

Karen Perry stretched her 
arms wide, gesturing at the 
mountains around her as she 
stood on the wilderness trail she 
helped repair. 

"This is my office," the 26-
year-old Riverside woman said. 
"I can't tell you how proud I am 
of the work I do." 

Perry was one of 18 crew 
members in the regional Ameri-
Corps program who recently 
helped clear and repair a section 

BACKGROUND: When, why 
AmeriCorps was started/A5 

of the Pacific Crest Trail in the 
San Bernardino Mountains above 
Whitewater. 

AmeriCorps, a national service 
program, was signed into law by 
President Clinton in 1993. As a 
trade-off for a year's worth of 
labor, participants receive mon-
ey for college. 

Clinton said the program, with 
20,000 people enrolled nation-  

wide, is his proudest achieve-
ment. But it has come under fire 
from a Republican-controlled 
Congress looking for ways to trim 
federal spending. 

Last month, House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich called the pro-
gram "coerced volunteerism," 
"gimmickry" and waste of 
money. 

Republican Congressman Son-
ny Bono said he didn't know 
enough about AmeriCorps to ad-
vocate it being cut, but he said the 

See CORPS/A5 
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QontInued from A1 
81.5 billion allocated over three 
years would make many of his 
oolleagues take a hard look at the 
Orogram. 

-It's apparent there will be a lot 
of sacrifices required in the future. 
Then the question becornes. 'Where 
are the priorities?' " he said. "If it's 
just giving away a billion-and-a-
half. then I think it's going to be a 
big problem frorn the get-go." 

To many people enrolled in 
ArneriCorps of the San Bernardino 
National Forest — a regional pro-
gram for Riverside. San Bernardi-
no and Los Angeles counties — the 
prograrn has become a means to a 
better life. 

Angie Savio of Palm Springs 
worked alongside Perry, hauling 
rocks into a drainage ditch they 
built to keep the trail from eroding. 

A few months ago, friends ques-
tioned Savio's sanity when she told 
tbem she would be working in the 
wilderness. 
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Desert Dm photo by Andy Dampen 

ROAD TO SUCCESS: AmenCorps workers earn section of the Pacific Crest Trail. The program has 
"Now I can use a chainsaw," said 

the 20-year-old member of Crew 
13, based at the Palm Springs 
Bureau of Land Management of-
fice. "Nobody tells me I can't do or 
learn anything." 

Although many might consider this 
opportunity for public service the 
equivalent of hard labor, the Ameri-
Porps members said the prograrn is 
doing more for young people than the 
jobs they probably otherwise would 
let in fast-food restaurants. 

"I could be clearing tables," said 
27-year-old Eve Komenchuck of 
Indio. "Instead, I'll be clearing 
brush. Which job do you think is 
going to teach me more?" 
. Called "the dornestic Peace 
Porps" by its supporters, Arneri-
corps employs 86 people from Riv-
erside and San Bernardino counties 
” . 

including five from the Coachel-
la Valley. Participants repair hik-
ing trails, remove graffiti from 
picnic sites in the San Bernardino 
National Forest and plant trees on 
Aire-scarred mountains. 

In return, they receive minimum 
wage and a 14.725 award that can 
be used for college tuition or to 
Tepay an existing student loan. 

money for school by clearing a narrow, winding enrolled 20,000 since it began in 1994. 

Soto, 29, said he wants to be a 
firefighter, a job he learned to adrnire 
while working in AmeriCorps. 

"When you're young, you don't 
luok to the future," Soto said. "1 

trieed to provide for my family. I 
think I've found a way." 

For information Local projects: 
AmeriCorps of the San Bet% 
nardlno National Forest 
(909) 794-6198. 

Corporatlon for National and 
Community Service: 1100 Ver-
mont Ave. N.W., Washington 
D.C. 20525, (202) 606-5000. 

Recruitment This spring, Amen-
Corps will recruit in hig)) schools 
and community colleges through-
out Riverside, San Bemardino 
and Los Angeles counties. 

Applications: Accepted begin-
ning in June. Next service year 
begins in August. 

To participate: Candidates 
must complete an application, 
orientation and interview. Mem-
bers are chosen based on "a 
true desire to go on to school," 
Director Randy Scuny said. 

Repaihng walking trails in the Big 
Morongo Canyon Preserve; re-
moving brush and trees near 
ldyllwild; rebuilding trails to resist 
erosion in Joshua Tree National 
Park. 

member said the program already 
helped him choose a career. John 
Soto of Indio rose to the position of 
crew boss since he joined Ameri-
Corps in October. 

people to help us get the message 
out," Clinton said before leaving 
Palm Springs this week. 

At least one AmeriCorps 

They can work in the program a 
maximum of two years. 

Clinton has vowed to fight the 
Republicans if they attempt to cut 
the 1500 million budgeted for 
AmeriCorps in 1995. 

"We need to keep talking about 
bow good the program is and get 

• 
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Americorps 
volunteers 
at work in area 

Though the program haa been 
discontinued by Congress, five 
Arnericorps volunteers will be 
working in the area for about the 
next 10 months. 

Pat Buscher, Michele Edelbach, 
Joe Nichols, Paula Hoerner and 
Matt Blumer enrolled in the federal 
program which allowed people to 
perform service to meet communi-
ty needs in return for credits which 
can be used to pay for college, job 
training or graduate school or may 
be used to pay back student loans. 

Most of the 20,000 people na-
tionwide who are enrolled in the 
Americorpa program work in part-
nerships with states, local govern-
ments and nonprofit organizations. 

Buscher said he enrolled in 
Americorps after his position with 
Garne, Fish & Parks was cut. 

"My job was cut and I got into 
this because of my background in 
natural science: said Buscher. 

The Americorps team will be 
working with about 50 farmers and 
ranchers along the Bad River to at-
tempt to improve water quality, re-
duce channel and gully erosion, re-
duce flood impacts and increase 
rangeland productivity. 

Blumer said he has a biology de-  

gree and some background with 
fresh water projects which will a$-
gist the team in working on the 
problems of the Bad River. 

While the hands-on work with 
the project hasn't yet begun, the 
team, according to Buscher, has 
been looking over the project and 
planning for spring work. 

"Wive been looking at the sites 
and getting familiar with the terri-
tory," said Buscher, who added that 
this spring's flooding took out 
many of the stock dams in Stanley 
County. One of the purposes of the 
darns is to lessen erosion flowing 
into the Bad River and down-
stream into the Missouri. 

In the meantime, the team has 
been helping with several other 
projects including helping sort 
through decorations for the Capitol 
Christmas tree display, helping at 
the Fish and Wildlife Service's rap-
tor center by building pens and 
perches and completing projects at 
the South Dakota Cultural Heritage 
Center and the South Dakota Dis-
covery Center & Aquarium. 

The tearn wi11 also head into lo-
cal schools to talk to students about 
the environment and natural re-
sources. 

The Pierre/Fort Pierre Ameri-
corps team is scheduled to remain 
in the area through next August. 

By LETA CHILDERS 
Capital Journal Staff - , 
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Americorps workers Matt Blumer a.nd Joe Nichols helped 

uncrate Christmas decorations at the CapitoL Though pri-~ 

madly assigned to assist with the Bad River Water Quality 

Project, the Americorps volunteers are assisting in some 

small jobs throughout the Pierre/Fort Pierre community. 

(Capital Journal photo by Leta Childers) 
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from left are Ryan Stewart and Jessica Patterson. Middle: Justin Lamb sitting on 

Waverly, Included about 1,000 Humphreys County third-slxth graders who learned 
about such things as farming and water conservation. Shown above, front row, 

'Precious' the cow, and Jessica Moore. Back: Jerry Lamb, Darrell Duncan and 
Odell Poyner. 

"A Celebration of the Land," held recently at the Blue Creek Nature Center ln 

A Celebration of the Land 
About 1,000 Humphreys 

County third-sixth graders 
were guests at Blue Creek Na-
ture Center April 20-21. 

The two-day event was held 
in conjunction with the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 
Service month long obser-
vance, "A Celebration of the 
Land." 

Hosted by the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service, 
AmeriCorps and the 
Humphreys Soil Conservation  

District, "Celebrate the Earth" 
gave students the opportunity 
to learn abouttopics from farrn-
ing to water conservation. 

Over 15 agencies and busi-
nesses that deal with the con-
servation of natural resources 
and the environment were 
present with educational dis-
plays and activities. Likewise, 
the students were treated to a 
livcstock show by local 4-Hers 
and a nature walk on the trails 
of Blue Creek Nature Center 

• 

by volunteers. 
Humphreys County School 

Superintendent £nid Barber 
said, "Celebrate the Earth was 
an outstanding day for the stu-
dents of Humpl,mys County. 
The students were exposed to 
experiences that they would 
normally not encounter in the 
classroom. It was heartwarm-
ing to see the cor-lunity vol-
unteers and vari .s agencies 
join together toe& ate the stu-
dents of our coum ." 



AmeriCorps Defended 
From: Ted Arndt, Omaha 

I doubt I will see this letter published, 
because I am leaving for Denver as a 
member of the National Civilian Commu-
nity Corps. I was one of the few Nebras-
kans chosen to serve in this program. 

Hundreds applied for the position I 
received. I was one of the lucky few who 
was selected. I was and still am excited at 
the opportunity to serve my country in this 
fashion. 

A Sept. 14 World-Herald editorial, 
"AmeriCorps, a Program of Service and 
Birth of Another Bureaucracy," really 
angered me. It mentioned only the costs, 
which are small compared to the total 
budget and to the huge, sometimes unwar-
ranted U.S. military spending throughout 
the 1980s. 

I will do my best to serve my country 
and represent Nebraskans. 1 and the 

. young people I will meet in Denver are 
inspired. Positive people want to make this 
country a better place. 

I will take a copy of the editorial with me 
and read it every morning before a hard 
day of work serving my country. It will 
motivate me and all others I show it to. 

(knitir 6? 5 / 9  
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AmeriCorps 
Volunteers 
Go to Work 

Their uniforms haven't arrived, but 
AmeriCorps volunteers have begun tack-
ling community-improvement projects 
in the Omaha area. . 

They have picked up litter along a 
highway, cleaned two parks, studied an 
outdoor environmental education area 
that could become a model for schools, 
and volunteered to help resolve a neigh-
borhood erosion problem. 

They also have begun planning other 
projects, including one that will help 
members of the Winnebago Indian Tribe 
raise more buffalo to improve tribal 
members' diet. 

"Things are starting to happen." said 
Marilyn Anderson, AmeriCorps' Omaha 
supervisor. 

AmeriCorps is President Clinton's 
new national service initiative for volun-
teers who will work in environmental, 
education, social service and anti-crime 
programs. 

The Omaha AmeriCorps team, work-
ing on environmental and public lands 
projects. is based in the U.S. Soil Conser-
vation Services office at Chalco Hills 
Recreation Area overlooking Wehr-
spann Lake. 

Mrs. Anderson said she and team 
members began work Iast week. They 
picked up litter at Orchard Park and 
Zorinsky Lake Park and removed trash 
along Sorensen Parkway near 30th 
Street. 

-She helped mediate a solution to an 
erosion problem in a housing area near 
Cunningham Lake and agreed to bring 
her team there to clean up litter on 
vacant lots. 

•Mrs. Anderson said the team and 
c6operating groups, working in eight 
counties, have proposed these projects, 
with many more to follow: 

• Building fences on the Winnebago 
Indian Reservation in Thurston County 
so the tribe can expand its buffalo herd 
and get more meat to feed tribal mem-
bers. 

• Removing stumps and trash at the 
Heron Haven wetlands near 117th Street 
and West Maple Road. 

II Working on a recreational trail near 
Immanuel Hospital. 

■ Spreading wood chips and doing 
mulching at Chalco Hills Recreation 
Area. 

II Creating community gardens in 
Omaha. 

• Assisting with cultural programs at 
Henry Doorly Zoo and the Emmy Gif-
ford-Theater. 
•II Helping keep sediment and pollu- 

tants out of Wehrspann Lake, lengthen-
ing its life. 

II Planting trees at the Boyer Chute 
Wildlife-recreation area east of Fort Cal-
houn. 

Il Measuring groundwater levels with 
SCS personnel. 
: • Landscaping at a new fire station. 
_II Identifying native prairies state-

wide. 
: Seeding wildlife areas to increase 

their value as habitat. 
- • Distributing leaflets to farmers 

about the need to cap abandoned wells. 
•• Labeling trees in the Chalco Hills 

arboretum. 
M Recycling Christmas trees. 
Team members plan to work with 

people throughout the service area — 
from scouts to prisoners on work release. 

_ Mrs. Anderson's team has three mem-
bers and will add a fourth soon. 
•People interested in working with the 

Omaha AmeriCorps may contact Mrs. 
Anderson at 896-0121 or write her at the 
SCS office, 8901 S. 154th St., Omaha 
68138. 
•Other teams will work out of Lincoln, 

Tecumseh and Norfolk. 
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