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Curtls Blashill
(center) and
Lorin Savin
J(rignt), students
. at Porismouth
Middle School In
» Norih Portland,
. are Involved In
the Ben Franklin

FAag E e gAY AP YD

Middle School
Project, which
teaches aboul
recycling. The
project Is among
* those adminis-
- tered by Enviro-
Co1ps, a program
‘wilhin Presidem
'Climton's Amerl
Corps that Is los-
: Ing federal
financing.

Oregon

will lose
c‘{bout 65
Vplunteers
dffiliated
with the
AmeriCorps
program

SPECIAL

By JOE FITZGIBBON
For The Oregovian

Eann Rains is passionate about
AmeriCorps.

That’s why a U.S. Department of
Agriculture decision to cut money for
EnviroCorps, an AmeriCorps pro-
gram she has nurtured in Portland for
two years, has her scrambling for
answers.

“It's really going to hurt agencies
and groups that we've worked out
partnerships with,” Rains said.

Rains is the director of Enviro-
Corps, an AmeriCorps pragram that
focuses on environmental restoration
projects, primarily along the Colum-
bia Slough in North and Northeast
Portland.

Senators freeze out EnviroCorps

Since 1995, EnviroCorps members
have restored streambanks, organized
neighberhood cleanups and involved
40 nonprofit groups, schools and local
businesses in environmental projects.

But recently, the group, along with
dozens of similar programs, lost finan-
cial support after some members of
Congress refused to release money for
1997 projects.

Sens. Charles Grassley, R-Towa, and
Christopher Bond, R-Mo., ranking
members of the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee, froze a §20 million
appropriation, arguing that the Agri-
culture Department should not direct
federal service projects,

EnviroCorps received B5 percent of
its grant money from the department
to hire members and raised the other

BAUL KITASAKI JA/The Oreganian

15 percent locally.

“Senator Bond simply does naot
believe that money from one federal
agency should go to another - in this
instance, the Department of Agricul-
fure,” said Leanne Jerome, press sec-
retary for Bond. “He supports the con-
cept of community service but not
funding it in this way.”

Agriculture Secretary Dan Glick-
man argued that the department was
one of the first agencies to use Ameri-
Corps volunteers. He said the mostly
college-age workers improved or
restored more than 400,000 acres of
urban and rural lands and improved
the lives of 1 million citizens.

Please lurn to
ENVIROCORPS, Page C3

privatizat
for state

® GOP lawmakers anticipale savir
some insfitutions, bul epponents |

By J. TODD FOSTER
of The Qvegonian stall

SALEM — Ten years after the *
word — privatization — first surfac
in the Legislature, Republicans are s¢
ous this session about letting a priv:
company run a stafe prison.

They'll have to get past Democr:
and union lobbyists who think incarc
ating felons is serious business, too se
ous lo trust to an organization witl
profit margin that might cause it to ¢
COrners.- .

Oregon is in the first year of a deca
long program to build seven prisons |
$1 billion. The Department of Corr
tions estimates its 8,560 inmates w
double to 17,750 by 2006.

State Rep. John Minnis, R-Wood V
lage, asks: Why not let a private comj
ny build and manage one of the nt

_prisons to see whether it can do it mc

cheaply than the government? .

“We've taken on. the attitude tr
we're going to take on this prison exp:
sion program ourselves,” said Minn
chairman of the House Judiciary Co
mittee.

Senate Majorily Leader Gene Derfl
R-Salem, said, “It's worth an expe
ment.”

Hamby has

to save on i1

M The Hillsboro stale senator has §
Pacific, a mobile prison and emplo

By J. TODD FOSTER
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L66T-6T-434

]
[

(=1%)

BL :



JARY 17, 1997

l

F.a3

39

@9

-
f

FEB-19-199

METRO/NORTHWEST

life

'd this ﬁeek

lis week are expected to
he Legislature.
st stop turning in draft leg-

new leglslation.

xmerge later. Commiltees
ISE. :
— Steve Suo

1g Tuesday

vin three Portland legislators
ion High Scheol, 2735 N.E.

use Speaker Lynn Lundqu-
'p. Jo Ann Bawman and

i event.

' questions.

ion,

ss olhenyise noted:

ial bitls, Including HBZ369 (an-
330 am., Room HA A Call 986~
14N [eoniractors), 8:302m,

} and HB2394 {workers’ compen-

ov H W C3

EnviroCorps: \olunteers help at-risk youth

M Continued from Page C1

Lobbying efforts with the senators.

failed, hovrever, forcing the elimina-

tion of a number of cperations.
The cutoff will affect about 1,000

AmeriCorps workers and 300 sites

_ nalionally. In Oregon, about 65 posi-

tions won’t be filled.
Program directors called the deci-

+ sion politically motivated.

*It's absurd since Congress had al-
ready approved the funding,” said

_Joel Berg, administrator with the

Corporation for National and Com-
munity Service in Washington, D.C.
“It seems clear that to save the en-
tire AmeriCorps programs, it was a
compromise the administration
made,”

Some Republicans have criticized
President Clinton's national service
program since its inception in 1994.

Last year, opponents jumped on a
General Accounting Office study
that revealed the average cost of an
AmeriCorps . worker at $26,654 a
yedr.

. House Speaker Newt Gingrich, R
Ga., called the program bloated and
wasteful, labeling it "coerced volun-
teerism.”

‘Supporters countered that as

. much as $9,000 of each member's ex-

penses is raised from private, local
and state agencies.

To save the program, Amer;Corps
Director Harris Wolford told Con-
gress that he would cut expendi-
tures by about 40 percent, to $15,000
for each worker, by 1999.

In September, Congress approved
Clinten's request for $402.5 million
to finance operations through 1998,

For opne year of service, each
AmeriCorps participant earns a
§7,600 living allowance and an edu.
cation award of $4,725. Part-time
members earn $4,023 and an award
ol $2,364.

After completing a year of service,
members may use the college sti-

pend to continue their schooling or
to repay coilege loans.
About . 25000 AmeriCorps mem-

bers are working in 438 Lommuni-

ties around the nation.

Steve Hoar, a Newberg resident,
spent a year helping 3,000 tribal
members-on the Umatilla reserva-

.tion upgrade their fresh water sys-

fem..

"I wanted- to get some e.xpenence
with city planning and use some of
my talents to help - others,” said
Hoar, who has a degree’in civil engi-
neering. "I think [touched the lives
of hundreds of people because:l
know they touched mine.”

Program organizers said that two
to three candidates dpply for every
available position.

“I've got a woman in North Caro-
lina’ who wants to join EnviroCorps
and others waiting tables or taking
temporary jobs waiting to get in,”
Rains said. '"For the little stipend
they. receive, they're probably (he
best bargain around.”

In fact, she estimated that Enviro-
Corp viorkers — doing jobs such as
tree planting, downspout disconnec-

low-income

“tions and habitat restoration —

have saved the city about $500,000.

In the metropolitan area, Ameri-
Corps volunteers mentor at-risk
youth, teach English language
classes for nonnative speakers, as-
sist with weatherization projects for
residents, monitor
drinking water in the Bull Run wa-
tershed and assist with dozens of en-
vironmental projects.

They have been placed in such
varted organizations as Salmon
Corps, [ Have a Dream Foundation
and Partnership to Stop Viclence
Against \Yomen.

Barry Messer, a Portland State
Universily professor who coordi-
nates AmeriCorps workers with
local schools, said the cuts could
cost him 20 positions.

He compared volunteers' efforts to
those of their Peace Corps counter-
parts.

"We know that they can make a
difference in Kids' attitudes about
their environment,” Messer said.
“Here in Portland, we've also seen
them doing outreach work with kids
who might have an inierest in col-
lege and helping them get on track.”

Van rolis on I-5; father, son die

‘A 4-year-old boy was ejected and
crushed “when _his family's van
rolled over Sunday afternoon on In-
terstate § near Roseburg.

Matthew Wallmann of Redmond,
Wash,, died at Columbia Douglas
Hospital in Roseburg.

His father, Peter Wallmann, was
pinned in the front passenger seat.
He died at the hospital Sunday
night.

Oregon State Police said the hny's
mother, Denise Wallmann, 37, was
driving south when the van drifted
into the center median, possibly

when she fell asleep.

Investigators said the -van rolled
several limes before landing on its
wheels in the traffic lanes.

The mother and two other chil-
dren, Elizabeth, 11, and Andy, 9,
viere treated for minor injuries.

The accident occurred at 12:38
p.m. four miles north of Roseburg.

Southbound lanes were closed for
14 hours.

Peter Wallmann was wearing a
safety bell, but investigators could
not say whether the others in the
Van were.

For her part, Rains is scrambling

to plug her candidates into other -

AmeriCorps programs.
“We're doing our best to match up
people we wanted in our program

back in September with the North-

west Service Academy," Rains said.

“Instead of having two teams of -

aboul nine volunteers, the best we
can come up with will be one.”

Former volunteers call it the best
experience of their lives,

“It opened my eyes to a world [
would never have imagined,” Rich-
ard Melo satd. The two-year Ameri-
Corps volunteer battled flood. wa-

ters, worked with disabled children -
and educated young people aboul

the environment. “It's heartbreak.
ing to meel people who want to
work in this program and cannot"
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Letters to the Editor, Fax: 294-4193
John Killen, City Life Editor, Fax: 294-5023
The Qregonian

(Note: Please print in Wednesday’s or Thursday's paper if possible)

16221 SW 104th Ave.

Tigard, OR 97224

503/231-6186 (W) or 620-0849 (H)
February 18, 1997

To the Editor:

| would like to let your readers know of a very recent development in the story of EnviraCorps
("Senators Freeze Out EnviroCorps” in the February 17th issue of The Oregonian). An
agreement has just been reached that will allow EnviroCorps, formerly a USDA-sponsored
AmeriCorps program, to become a branch of Northwest Service Academy, which sponsors
three other AmeriCarps programs in Oregon, Washington, and Montana. This agreement,
struck between East Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District (an EnviroCorps
sponsor) and Educational Service District 112 in Vancouver (NWSA's parent organization), will
enable us to field a team of nine members. The team will assist local community organizations
and schools in developing and carrying out environmental education and restoration projects
throughout the Portland area. Other USDA AmeriCorps programs in 43 states have not been
as lucky, in spite of the USDA's best efforts to get Senate approval to fund them.

This community has been very supportive as we have struggled with the issue of
EnviroCorps's future. We thank our sponsors (East Multnomah SWCD, Metro, USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service, and Portland State University) for their encouragement and
their financial and in-kind support. Thanks, too, to the schools, neighborhood groups,
watershed councils, conservation districts, and city departments (Portland and Gresham) who
have included EnviroCorps in their project plans for this coming program year. Because of the
strong reputation EnviroCorps has built over the past two years, the dedication of our partners
to sound resource management, and the faith of a group of young people who were willing to
wait until our funding issue was resolved, EnviroCorps has survived. It's a great feeling to
finally be up and running!

2.

Eann Rains
EnviroCorps Director

TOTAL P.@4



UNITED
STATES

DEPARTMENT July 11, 1995
OF AGRICULTURE

Rick Allen, Jay Toscano, CNCS
Tom Amontree, USDA

From: Joel Berg, USDA

Subject: NBC News Story on GAO AmeriCorps Report

The local NBC affiliate in Burlington, Vermont just visited our Anti-Hunger Team
project manager in Vermont to obtain on-camera comment about a leaked GAO report
that allegedly calculates the costs of two of our AmeriCorps projects in Vermont. It
is likely that the affiliate is helping out on a network story.

Attached is one page from the leaked GAOQ report, with the headline "Site Visit
Information.” The chart includes costs for our Anti-Hunger and our Forest Service
projects in Vermont, but not --- significantly enough --- for our Rural Development
project, which has the lowest per-Member cost of the three. While it is too late in the
day to produce exact budget numbers today for the Forest Service project, can clearly
state that the overall $43,157 cost per Member and the $38,785 Federal cost per
Member are both wildly exaggerated.

For the Anti-Hunger Corps, can now state with certainty that the GAO costs
are way inflated:

GAO Cost Claim Actual Cost
Federal Spending $32,912 $25,975
Overall Spending $43,865 $34,571 *

* Even in our accounting of overall cost, we include state and local spending --- which
probably should be included as a benefit and not a cost.

Additionally, the portion of the report leaked to us obviously ignores the
attached cost-benefit analysis we previously provided to GAO.

Lastly, in any official response, you should quote the attached editorial on our
Anti-Hunger program from the Burlington Free Press, which states that the goals of
the Vermont anti-hunger program "replicate those of many Washington fiscal
conservatives."
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STATES

DEPARTMENT _
OF AGRICULTURE
June 7, 1995
To: Carol Patey, GAO
From: Joel Berg, USDA /9{))

Subject: Cost/Benefit Analyses of Some USDA AmeriCorps Programs

We now have some limited cost/benefit analyses for USDA AmeriCorps programs
that | hope you will consider including in your report.

The USDA Forest Service has just calculated that its 236 AmeriCorps Members
serving on Public Lands Teams performed at least $1.51 worth of service for each
$1.00 that the American taxpayer spent to support such service. Although itis
difficult to blend cost benefits from different Forest Service regions around the
country, the cost-benefit figures are based on an average of the combined cost
savings of all recreation projects completed. These costs included all Federal
spending, including the Member stipends and educational awards. The Forest
Service AmeriCorps Public Lands crews completed recreation projects for 51% less
than similar projects completed by force account (if completed by Federal
employees), and 68% less than similar services completed by contracted services.
For example, in one area it cost AmeriCorps $64,185 to complete 53 miles of
heavy trail maintenance. The same projects would have cost $126,000 by force
account, and $212,000 if the services were contracted.

The Clinch-Powell Resource Conservation & Development Council in Tennessee
calculated that, in the first half year of the program, USDA AmeriCorps Members
managed by the Council performed $2.82 worth of service for each $1.00 that the
American taxpayer spent to support such service. In the first quarter of the
program, the four USDA AmeriCorps Rural Development Team Members, who are
managed by the Council, performed approximately $2.73 worth of service for each
$1.00 that the American taxpayer spent to support such service. As you can see
from the attached chart the council prepared, if purchased on the "Open market,”
one service project performed by one Member would have cost an estimated
$23,975 while another service project performed by three Members would have
cost an estimated, $50,400, bringing the total value of the service performed to
$74,375. The cost of the AmeriCorps Members, pro-rated to the four months
period in which they performed the projects, was $27,272. According to the
council’s second quarter report, two Members, costing the Federal government
$11,579, performed $26,629 worth of service.




Of course, these numbers do not add in the social and economic benefits of
accrued by our society when AmeriCorps enables its Members to continue their
educations, serve as role models, improve the economies of their local areas, leave
welfare for work, volunteer in their communities after the end of their service year,
and/or help decrease crime. As you may know, such additional benefits were
recently outlined a report released by the Corporation for National Service.

| understand that your primary mandate is to report on the total costs of
AmeriCorps, and not necessarily the benefits. However, it is clear that such
cost/benefit information puts the costs to the Federal government in the proper
context. If you have any questions about this information, please contact me at
(202) 720-6350.



Saving funding, food

e espectful, open-minded, community based, worthy.

| No, this is not the new creed of the Boy Scouts. These
are some of the values embodied by the Vermont Anti-

. unger Corps, a program to feed disadvantaged Vermont-

‘ers that is worth watching.

The year-old effort is part of President Clinton’s AmeriCorps
services program, his domestic version of the Peace Corps. In
exchange for a small wage and later money for college, volunteers
work in community service projects. In this case, the winners are
hungry Vermonters. .

Though the program is now a target for Washington's budget
cutters, including the $850,000 that goes to Vermont's effort, its
attributes are precisely what government should be doing for '
disadvantaged people. _

8 Respectful. The corps does not just give food away. Respect-
ing the people it serves, the anti-hunger effort joins with city
recreation in St. Albans, for example, and then provides lunch for
the kids who come to swim.

8 Open-minded. The corps has tapped into whatever resources
will feed whoever needs to be fed. The inmates’ garden at the
Northwest State Correctional Center in St. Albans — already a
provider of 30,000 pounds of food to hungry Vermonters each year
— has been a focus for one corps volunteer., .

@ Community based. Far from using a federal know-it-all
approach, the corps devises local solutions to local problems.
Many of the workers are volunteers, and the food is often grown at
community gardens. '

. The merit of this strategy is that the program's beneficiaries —
often the rural poor — learn skills and develop systems that they
can sustain themselves, without outside help. it also means the
corps’ work fits the community's needs.

® Worthy. Some of the program’s local ideas may be dupli-
cated statewide, for example teaching proper nutrition to fur-
loughed prison inmates. The anti-hunger effort has also won
Vermont recognition and a chance to serve as a national model —
“‘not by giving more handouts but by building opportunity and

responsibility among the people they are working with," said Joel
'Berg, Agriculture Department director of national service.

These goals replicate those of many of Washington's fiscal
conservatives, yet they do not place the corps above budget cuits.
The federal government's debt is more than $4.5 trillion, and

—growing. AmeriCorps’ status as a pet Clinton initiative makes it
~particularly vulnerable.

* So are the people it serves. The program’s values are so Boy
Scout-laudable, it deserves better. Its return on federal investment
s high, too, for the hungry and for the participants.

= The state’s Congressional delegation should belp it survive.
*Meanwhile Vermonters should continue to expand the program’s
ovolunteer supporters. Good ideas should survive no matter who is
paying for them.
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DRAFT

February 6, 1995

To: USDA AmeriCorps Members, Project Managers, and Facilitators
From: Director of National Service, USDA
Subject: Recent Public Development Affecting AmeriCorps

Many of you have asked for copies of the President’s remarks about
AmeriCorps in the State of the Union Address, as well as news articles discussing
whether the program will be continued. Both are attached, as is a recent speech by
Eli Segal, who oversees AmeriCorps on behalf of the President.

In addition, many of you have requested clarification about the kinds of
activities AmeriCorps Members are allowed to engage in to generate political support
for AmeriCorps. The following policy, based on advice given to USDA by the Office
of General Counsel of the Corporation for National Service, will be added into the
AmeriCorps USDA operations manual.

"AmeriCorps Members are free to contact Members of Congress and
other elected officials to express their support of --- or opposition to ---
AmeriCorps. The contact must be undertaken at his/her own initiative
as a concerned private citizen and on his/her own time (not at the request
of the AmeriCorps program or during AmeriCorps service hours). The
AmeriCorps Member should be clear that s/he is speaking as a private
citizen, but may reference the fact that s/he is part of AmeriCorps."

Moreover, as long as Members are not specifically "lobbying" by asking others
to specifically support or oppose AmeriCorps, Members should feel free to explain the
AmeriCorps philosophy and the details of their own projects to anyone --- including
the media, elected officials, family members, project sponsors, friends, and
community residents.

On a personal note, | look forward to meeting those of you | have not
previously met as | travel to the USDA AmeriCorps sites throughout the nation. |
know you are "getting things done" all across America as you promote community,
responsibility, and opportunity. You should take great personal pride in the service
you are performing, and never forget that you are making history every day as you
build a new and exciting movement transforming the nation.
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STATE OF THE UNION

National Service Corps

I'd like to talk about a couple of other issues we have
to deal with. [ want us to cut more spending, but I hope
we won't cut government programs that help to prepare
us for the new economy, promote responsibility, and are
organized from the grass roots up, not by federal bureau-
cracies. The very best example of this is the national ser-
vice corps, Americorps.

It passed with strong bipartisan support. and now
there are 20,000 Americans, more than ever served in
one year, in the Peace Corps [sic], working all over this
country, helping people person-to-person in local, grass-
roots volunteer groups, solving problems and in the pro-
cess, earning some money for their education. This is cit-
izenship at its best. It's good for the Americorps mem-
bers, but it's good for the rest of us too. It's the essence
of the New Covenant, and we shouldn’t stop it.

All Americans, not only in the states most heavily af-
fected but in every place in this country, are rightly dis-
turbed by the large numbers of illegal aliens entering our
country. The jobs they hold might otherwise be held by
citizens or legal immigrants; the public service they use
impose burdens on our taxpayers. That's why our admin-
istration has moved aggressively to secure our borders

-more by hiring a record number of new border guards,
by deporting twice as many criminal aliens as every be-
fore, by cracking down on illegal hiring, by barring wei-
fare benefits to illegal aliens. [n the budget I will present

BY RAY LUSTIG—THE WASHINGTON POST

to you, we will try to do more to speed the deportation of
illegal aliens who are arrested for crumes, to better iden-
tify illegal aliens in the workplace as recommended by
the commission headed by former congresswoman Bar-
bara Jordan. We are a nation of immigrants, but we are
also a nation of laws. It is wrong and ultimately self-
defeating for a nation of immigrants to permit the kind of
abuse of our imrmgration laws we have seen in recent
years, and we must do more to stop it.

Lauding Successes

Cindy Perry teaches second-graders to read in Amen-
corps in rural Kentucky. She gains when she gives. She's
a mother of four. She says that her service inspired her
to get her high school equivalency last year. She was
married when we she was a teenager. Stand up, Cindy.
She was married when she was a teenager. She had four
children, but she had time to serve other people, to get
her high school equivalency, and she’s going to use her
Ainericorps money to go back to college.

Steven Bishop is the police chief of Kansas City. He's
been a national leader. Stand up, Steve. He's been a na-
tional leader in using more police in community policing,
and he's worked with Americorps to do it. And the cime
rate in Kansas City has gone down as a result of what he
did.
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POLL: Backing for Clinton on Cr1

Contlnued from Al

guaranteeing Mexican loans in an
effort 1o stem the crisis that has
forced a massive devaluation in the

peso.

Indeed, the loan guarantees find
little support from any point along
the ideological or partisan spec-
trum: More than three-fourths of
Democrats, independents and
Republicans oppose the idea.

The Times Poll, supervised b
John Brennan, surveyed 1,306
adults natlonwide from Jan. 19
through Jan. 21.'The results have a
margin of error of plus or minus
three percentage points.

Nothing is more intriguing in the
polling than the lension belween
the public’s broad ideological pref-
erences, which generally lean
toward the GOP, and their opinions
on specific issues, which often bend
toward positions held by Clinton
and Democrals.

In a broad sense, the public
emphatically endorses the Repub-
lican argument that government
must be restrained. In the survey,

‘nearly two-lhirds said that they

prefer a smaller government with
fewer services, while just over 1 in
4 wanly “a |arger government with
many services.”

Ljkewise, the poll finds extensive
suppart for the general idea of
shifting power away from Wash-
ington: 70% of those polled said
that state and local governments do
the best job of spending tax dollars

"(just 12% endorsed the federal
" government).

And (he poll makes clear that

"many Americans have invested

their faith in the new Republican
congressional majority. Almost
twice as many of those polled sald
that they expect to be better off
than worse off as a result of the
GOP lakeover (though the largest
group, almost 2 in 5, sald they
expect no change in their condi-
tion). By a 35% 1o 31% count, those
polled gaid that Republicans, rather
than the President, have the best
ideas for solving the country’s
problems. And moel said that the

want Clinton to compromise witﬁ
the GOP rather than draw lines in

. the sand against Republican Ideas.

Several Republican priorities

. drew substantial supporl in the
"survey: Almost 7 in
,they like the GOP proposal to

0 said that

reuire three-fifths congressional
approval for all tax increases;
roughly the same number endoreed

* the line-item velo backed by both

the GOP and Clinton; three-fourths
backed the' GOP-driven canstitu-

- linnal amendment to limit congres-

sinnal terms to 12 years.

Two other ideas now on the edge
ol the GOP radar also show
strength: roughly three-In-four

VEL

Speake

President Clinton on Monday signs law making Congress subject to the same federal laws governing workplace as the rest of the country.

wanted to ban all racial preferences
in hiring decisions. House Majority
Leader Dick Armey's proposed
17% fat tax draws 10; support
(48% op| it), a strong showing
for an Idea not familiar Lo many
Americans.

But on an array of other specifie
choices, the public endorses posi-
tions held Ey the Democrals,
according to the poll. Should Con-
gress have to specify where it
would cut the deficit before passin
a balanced-budget amendment?
Congressional Republicans say no,
but B8% of those polled said yes.
Should term limits apply retroac-
tively to sitting members of Con-
gress? Congressional Republicans
E.snenllr say no, but, like the

hite House, three-fourths of
those polled said yes.

Many House Republicans are
mobilizing for an elfort to repeal
the ban on assault weapons
approved as part of last year's antf-
crime bill. But two-thirds of
Americans, including three-fifths
of both Republicans and conserva-
tives, said that the ban should be
maintained. Likewise, House
Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.)
has criticized Clinton's national
service program, which lets young

- people eurn college grants by per-

forming community service. But
maore Lhan Tin 10 of those surveyed,
including more than 60% of

Republicans gnd conservatives

dke it.
M toright's State of the Union

Address, Clinton Is likely to con-
tinue his effort to contrast his
domestic proposals with the GOP
plans. The poll tested attitudes
toward those contrasting agendas
by asking Americans to choose
between the compeling proposals
in five distinct areas—bul not
identifying the alternatives as
Clinton or Republican ideas.

In all but one instance, thode
surveyed backed the Clinton alter-
nalive by margins of 2-to-1 or
greater. And in most cases Lhat
support was conslstenl across
racial, income, gender and ideolog-
fcal lines.

On crime, 72% of those surveyed
said thal they support the provi-
sions in last year's crime bill that
funded prison construction, addi-
tional police officers and preven-
tion programs; just 20% supported
the idea, advanced by Senate
Republicans, of shifting all the
prevention money to pay for more
prisons and police officers. More
than 3 in 5 Republicans and
conservatives—even 3 in 5 Repub-
lican men—preferred the existing
spproach.

On welfare, President Clinton
has proposed requiring reciplents
to work after two years on Lhe rolls
bul would provide public service
jobs if none are available in the pri-
vale sector. House Republicans
wanl o let states cut off recipienls
aller lwn years wilthoul guaraniee-
ing them a job. By 66% to 29%,
those surveyed preferred Clinton’s

approach. A majority of both
Republicans and conservalives
preferred Clinton's policy.

To try to reduce oul-of -wedlock
births, House Republicans wanl to
cul off all welfare benefits to girla
under 18 who bear children out of
wedlock; Chinton has proposed
instead requiring the mothers to
live at home as a condition of
receiving aid. By 58% lo 28%,
those surveyed prefer Clinton's
approach.

On taxes, 55% backed Clinton's
proposal of a deduction for college
tuition and a tax credit for families
with children and incomes under
$75,000; 23% back the House GOP
combination of a children’s tax
credit for families with incomes up
lo $200,000 and reductions in
capitlal-gains taxes. Americans n
every income brackel, every spol
on the ideological spectrum—
Democrats, independents, Repub-
licans, supporters of Ross Perot and

President George Bush in 1992—°

prefer Clinton's approach.

Only on Social Security did the
tublic prefer the House Republican

lueprint, with a 49% to 43% plin-
rality endorsing the contract’s cull
to roll back Clinton's 1993 tax
increase on upper-income seniors

On the question of “unfumded
mandates,” there is a similar colli-
sion between abstract preference
and specific application. With bath
chambers considering legislation to
restrict the federal government's
capacity to impose obligations on

i i

Reuters

the states, nearly two-thirds of
those polled said that they want to
limit unfunded mandates. But
larger majorities suppor! Lwo spe-
cific mandates on the stales:
requiring local governments to
meel federal clean waler standards
by building sewage treatment
plants and mandating local school
districts to provide special educa-
tion facilities for mentally disabled
students.

In several respects, the poll
found the public mood improving in
the wake of last fall's election. More
than a third of Americans now say
that the country is moving in the
right direction, while 55% say that
it is on the wrong track. Those are
numbers hardly overilowing with
oplimism, bul Lthey constilute the
most upbeal assessmenl of the
nation's direction since lasl
January.

Allitudes about the economy are
brightening more unambiguously:
Nearly hal? of those surveyed said
that the country is nol in & reces-
sion and just 11% said the country
is suffering from a serious economic
reversal. Those are the sunniest
economic assessments of Clinton’s
presidency.

Good feclings about the economy
appear to be hfting some of the
gllmm over the White House. In the
survey, 51% saul thal they approve
of Clinton's economic
performance—up from 43% in
November. On foreign policy,
Americans remain divided over

e, Welfare and Taxes

Chnton's performance, with 46% of
those polled approving and 44%
disapproving Cholon's overall

performance won approval from
54%, while 409 disapproved
Those are his best showings since
last spring. Swee last fall, Clinton
has registered his strongest gaing
among independents and
moderates.

Those numbers compare favor-
ably with the new Hepublican
leudership. By « 41% to 28'% count,
Senate Mapority Leader Hob Dole
also enjoys positive favorability
ratings. But House Speaker Ging-
rich, who has been entangled 1n a
series of ethical and policy disputes
since election day, has quickly
emerged as a polarizing and
unpopular figure: Just 26% express
favorable opinions toward Ging-
rich, compared with 38%
unfavorable.

What Clinton, Dole and
Gingrich—and theiwr allies and
adversaries in bolth parties—share
is the continued weight of obdurate
public skepticism. Trust in Con-
gress and the government in
Washinglon remains arvmic, with
four-in-five Americans expressing
only some or very lhittle. And the
public remains divided on whether
Chnton and the new GO legisla-
tive majority are offering true
reform—wilh just as many respon-
dents saying each sule 18 offering
“business as usual” as hxlieve they
are working for "funidamental
change" in government
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speak any words he wishes — after all, he's
speaker of the House. But why is he so op-
posed to thinking before he speaks?

This week, for instance, he said the national ser-
vice program, the one called the domestic peace
corps, should be abolished completely because, in
bis opinion, “It is coerced voluntarism . . . It's
gimmickry.”

Well, a lot of people have seen this “gimmickry" -
and almost unanimously they are impressed. They
say it works. They inciude me.

I've become familiar with City Year, one of the
groups that inspired President Bill Clinton to create
the federal service umbrella, known as AmeriCorps.
Campaigningin Boston in 1992, he visited City Year
and came away saying he wanted to use it as a model
for a national program. A year later, after shepherd-
ing that model through Congress, he signed into Jaw
the National Service Trust Act of 1993. .

Here’s what it does. It puts 20,000 young volun-
teers to work all across the country in 350 nonprof-
it organizations, helping themselves and others.
The three-year goal is to expand the volunteer
force to 100,000.

The age group is 17 to 23. They come from every
background — lvy League graduates, inner-city
youths seeking their General Equivalency Diploma
sothey can make it to college, high school graduates
taking a year off to do some good and learn commu-
nity leadership skills, former gang members, single
mothers, whites, blacks, Latinos, Asians.

Does every young corps niember turn into a win-
ner? No, not every single one. But the success rate
is very, very high.

City Year, the group I've seen, was founded in
Boston about six years ago by two Harverd Law
School graduates, Alan Khazei and Michael
Brown. They began with about 50 young people.
Now they have more than 300.

What they do is renovate old buildings, serve s
teachers’ aides and tutors in schools, fix up parks
and plavgrounds, provide assistance to the elderly,
build food hanks and soup kitchens in church base-
ments, work with the homeless and conduct school
workshops on violence prevention and on drug and
AIDS awareness, .

For the first three years of its existence, City

I REALIZE that Newt Gingrich has a right to

Year existed entirely on private funds. Corpora-
tions like Timberland and Reebok and meany oth-
ers hecame sponsors. The first federal funding be-
came availoble in the Bush administration.
Clinton's AmeriCorps added measurably to that
and has made expansion puossible.
City Year alone, by dispatching youths already
trained, has opened programs in live other cities.
_Other_groups, like Habitat and YouthBuild, are
doing the same.

l SYDNEY H. SCHANBERG \

I wish the speaker
would go
look at

young
people and see

what they do.

An aide to Speaker Gingrich, explaining his
boss’ opposition, said “'it is a program that spends
a lot of money for few henefits. This is an employ-
ment program, not national service where work is
voluntary.” | wish the speaker would ga look at
these young people and see what they do. If he'll
agree, I'll personally take him to Boston and have
bim meet them. I don't know if the experience will
change his mind about funding the national pro-
gram, but I'm willing to bet his spirits will be
raised,

Pennies to SaveLLives From the Trash Bin

The Rderal spending now on AmeriCorps is
about $=00 million a year — havdly a burp in the
nationa. budget. Thousands of lives are being
saved [mm the trash bin, thousands of young peo-
ple are getting on-the-job street training in coping
with semous social problems. The volunteers are
getling s lot out of it — and so are we as a natian.

Since Gingrich objects to the spending, let us

_look at what the volunteers are paid._At City Year

onginally, they got about $100 a week. If they
stayed the full vear, they received an additional
$5,000 fir college or job training. Those who had
already Zinished college received a smaller bonus,

Now under the AmeriCorps program, volunteers
are expected to commit for two years, receiving
$7,500 a= an annual living stipend and $4,725 a year
toward [irther education. Like every other taxpay-
er, I'm aware that a fair amount of governnent.
money gty wasted. But I've seen how this national
service imoney is used. It's anything but a waste; it's
# pure irestment in the United States of America.

‘The reason I've seen how City Year works is that
one of my daughters, Rebeccs, is part of il. She
graduated from Stanford in 1993 and is in her sec-
ond vearin the Boston program. The first year, she
was a teem member. Now she’s a leader of a team.

Her team is as diverse as our nation has always
been — Jrooks Emanuel from Atlanta und Jenny
Evert Iom Minnesota and José Cermenn from
Dorchestr out of Puerto Rico and Robert Hanna-
ford froma North Quincy and Sherwin McCellon
fromn Lyrm and Darrell Greene from Mattapan and
Natalie Zierre of Trinidad and now Dorchester
and Yessenia Alvarado from Chelsea via El Salva-
dor and cen Swartz from Hull.

You'll ind them most days at a schuol in Chel-
sea, one sf those struggling communities that ring
Boston. ="he school, housed in the tired Chelsea
High Sclool, is called Early Childhood Program,
which ru 18 from prekindergarten through the sec-
ond grad. If you sit for just a few hours and ob-
serve the City Year team members working with
these 3- -0 B-year-old black and Latino and Viet-
namese and Cambodian kids, you will learn many
things, nat least of which 18 how much these volun-
teers are ‘eeded.

I sincerely hope the House speaker will visit
them,

JAN 2 0 1995
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E. J. Dionne Jr.

Back to Citizenship

House Speaker Newt Gingrich per-
formed a huge service for President
Clinton last week. No, this isn't about
that book deal. It's about Gingrich's

attack on Clinton's national service pro-

gram. By forcing the president to defend
national service, Gingrich has given him
a chance to shift the political debate
from a moldy contest over “more” or
“less” government to one about prior
questions: What should government do
in the first place, and what obligations
do democratic aitizens have toward each
other?
* The service program is certainly
worth defending in its own right, and the
best arguments for it have been made
over the years by conservatives. [t's
true, as conservatives have said, that
bureaucratic charity is not the prefered
solution to social problems. Far better
to have citizens engaged in helping each
other, person-to-person, and to do so
through local, voluntarily established in-
sttutions.

One of the most useful pieces of work
done by conservative intellectuals over
the last two decades was a 1977 essay,
“To Empower People,” by sociologist
Peter Berger and the Rev. Richard Jolin
Neuhaus. They argued that if govern-
ment relentessly took over all chanta-
ble functions, it would endanger sul-

ety's “mediating structures™—the insti-
tutions created by families, communities
and churches—that nurture individual
virtue and “mediate” between govern-
ment and the individual. Government,
they argued, should make strengthening
these institutions a central goal.

That, roughly, is what the service
program does. The volunteers for
AmeriCorps, as the main service agency
is called, do not work for a federal
bureaucracy. They work for already es-
tablished local institutions that are try-
ing to solve problems: preventng crime,
teaching literacy, immunizng
against disease, helping the homebound
elderly, curbing teen pregnancy. The
main function of the program’s Washing-
ton arm, the Corporation for National
and Community Service, is to monitor
the programs—not for their adherence
to bureaucratic rules but simply to make
sure they're doing broadly what they
claim to be doing.

Why spend any federal money on this
sort of thing? Because the voluntary
sector needs strengthening, and be-
cause federal money spent supplement-
ing voluntary activities has a big payoff.
A lot of volunteer orgamzations are
having trouble finding people. Many par-
ents—both parents—necessanly spend
su much time working and then rasing

their kids that they don't have a lot of
time left over. El Segal, who heads the
service program, sees it as “an effectuve
way of filling in the holes” in the volun-
tary sector and a recognition of “the
chords that bind us together as a peo-

This last point is why the broader
argument raised by the service program
is so important. The idea of democratic
citizenship inherent in the program is
the one idea capable of answering the
problems of two other ideas that are
gaining cwrrency in American politics:
radical individualism and extreme multi-
culturalism.

Both ideas start at reasonable places.
Almost all of us are individualists in that
we value autonomy and freedom. But
radical individualism suggests that we
are completely free agents, thus deny-
ing the reality that our freedom depends
on preserving a community that 1s civil,
just, tolerant and nurtunng of the other
values on whuch freedom depends. Apart
fromn such a community, freedom with-
ers.

Multiculturalists started out with the
fair argument that too little attention
was paid to the contnibutions, ideas and
interests of groups other than affluent
white males—women, Afncan Amen-
cans, Ilspanics, workmg class people

and others. But pushed to the extreme,
multiculturalists argued that the only
forms of solidarity that counted were
those within these particular groups.

Those who value the idea of demo-
cratic citizenship argue, against the radi-
cal individualists, that preserving free-
dom is a cooperative enterprise that
carries burdens of responsibility. We
can't just walk away from social prob-
lems. Against extreme multiculturalism,
advocates of democratic citizenship ar-
gue that our sense of solidarity needs to
transcend all our particularisms. Whites
need to vindicate the rights of blacks,

blacks the rights of whites, men those of

women and women those of men.

The Clinton administration has been
obsessed with its failure to “communi-
cate” its achievements to the American
people. This is the wrong obsession. It
implies that the American people are too
dumb or too bamboozled by Republican
propaganda to “understand” all that the
president has been doing.

What the adnunustration should worry
about wistead 1s that it is losing the
political argument. Amenicans have sur-
veyed what they see as a series of
messes—cnme, family breakup, slag-
nating bving standards for many in the
nuddle—and a majonty has decided
(tentatively) that the best way o deal

with all of them may be for government
to do little more than throw the book at
criminals. This is not the product of
selfishness but a retreat from govern-
ment that is seen as ineffective, intru-
sive in the wrong places and insufficient-
ly concerned with nurturing civic
responsibility.

There is a corresponding retreat into
enclaves. Suburbanites, to pick one ex-
ample, are tempted to give up on the
inner cities, figuring they have enough
problems of their own. Think of it as the
suburban (or male or white) answer to
multiculturalism.

Clinton and the Democrats won't win
the argument unless they reverse these
trends. One worthy way of doing so is to
preach the rewards—and the obbga-
tions—of democratic citizenship. A gov-
emment based on this idea does not
pretend to have all the answers. Sull
less does it claim the nght to replace the
civic institutions of a free people with its
own. But neither is it an indifferent
governnient, because 1t recognizes that
government either strengthens or saps
the ability of citizens to hve together,
solve problems and accept their moral
obligations to each other. In this telling,
government 1s not some alien structure
out there. It becomes the realm of us all.
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NATIONAL SERVICE

Amencorps designed to complement armed forces

3}91"1

active supporter of the
_Anmnmms.muonal service program
and former chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, I strongly disagree
with the Times-Union's recent
editorial charging that Americorps
damages military recruiting.

The armed forces offer far greater
benefits than national service. Military
salaries are much higher than the
minimum wage allowance of
Americorps members.

As was noted in the editorial,
“college tuition of $20,000 to $30,000
can be earned for an Army hitch.”
Americorps’ maximum education
award for a year of service is $4,725.

In fact, the Americorps award was
set significantly lower than GI bill
awards in recognition of the greater
sacrifice made by those who serve in
our armed forces. Moreover, under
the national service law, veterans are
encouraged to join Americorps and
earn its benefits without diminishing
those earned while in the military.

More than 2 million recruits
currently serve in our armed forces.
Americorps fields 20,000 members.

The program was designed so as not
to impair military recruiting and to

- reflect the diversity of citizens

seeking to serve our nation.

Americorps meets its much smaller
need by drawing from a larger
recruiting universe, including people
of all ages, people with disabilities

- and many others who do not meet

the requirements for military service.
Each year, Army recruiters turn

away more than 100,000 people who «
want to serve but Ia.ll the physical "~

examination. For many of them, -

Americorps offers an opportunity to
get things done for their country.

Americorps' commitment to onk
in partnership with our armed &
services has resulted in major 2
programs that it operates with the *
U.S. Department of Veterans Aﬁ'zurs
and organizations such as the ;
National Coalition for Homeless
Veterans.

Americorps is designed to

complement, not detract from, the_ s

great work of the armed forces.
Protecting freedom at home and = |
abroad, our men and women in

uniform give all that a nation can ask

of its citizens.

Inspired by that greater sacnf:ce
Americorps members work with
communities to solve basic problems
get results and reap the opportumues
of our free society.

DAVID C. JONES.

Arlington, Va. q
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Bowling for Virtue

Kill the welfare state, but save national service

BY JOE

EEKS LATER, LIBERALS REMAIN MYSTIFIED BY NEWT

Gingrich’s inaugural speech to the House of Representa-

tives. Why all the compassionate talk about the poor? (No
Democrat could get away with that.) Has Gingrich changed his
stripes? Has he moved to the center? Become a statesman? In a
word: no. He's been talking this way for years, outraged by the
violence, anarchy and-despair in the slums—which he believes
are largely caused by liberal programs. He wants to eliminate the
“bureaucratic welfare state.” He wants to replace it with .
charity. He really means to do this. He proposes a "Wesleya.n
revival,” in which virtuous Americans would feel morally rein-
vigorated, and give time and money to uplift the poor. “If every
American spent three hours a month helpmg someone who
needed it,” he said last week, “a lot of these
problems would disappear.”

Gingrich, as always, offered a reading -
list: “The Tragedy of American Compas- -
sion,” by Marvin Olasky, which chronicles
an explosion of charitable giving in the late
19th century. He might easily have added
Gertrude Himmelfarb’s new book, “The
De-Moralization of Society,” which argues
that Victorian attitudes toward charity—
and poverty—were not only admirable but

-quite successful. Such views are easily .
" mocked. Dickens trumps Himmelfarb. But

3 done with ]'oyoe]yn Elders. Donna’ Shalala
= and your local,’ insensate welfare office.
" Poverty seems more desperate, intractable
and amoral now than it did a hundred years
ago—when, as Himmelfarb shows, rates of
pauperism, crime and illegiti were in

KLEIN

But even if you empower citizens—as Gingrich might say—
Putnam’s other factors won't go away. This isn't the 19th century.
And where’s Wesley? If the welfare state is to be scrapped and
privatized, civil society will need steroids. Gingrich wants a tax
credit for charitable contributions. Fair enough. But more will be
needed. No doubt, state and local governments can “nonprofii-
tize” many services—that is, pay private charities to do things
formerly done by bureaucrats. There is no reason social workers
need to be public employees. But perhaps the most creative—
indeed, virtuous —role government can play would be to provide
charitable institutions with a steady stream of young, altruistic,
energetic, exemplary (and cheap) workers. In fact, a government

_‘.Pmmwhﬂsbeglmtodojuﬂlhamdmthgmat

promise: national service.
. “Everyone talks about unfunded man-
._dales—thmgs Washington requires the

states and cities to do,” says Eli Siegal, the
- director of Americorps. “We're the exact
. opposite: a funded nonmandate.” The
 states decide whether to participate, and

which local programs to fund. There are

now about 20,000 young people working (at
- minimum wage, while repaying $4,725 in
college loans per year of service) in 350
: nonprofit programs nationally. ;
; _Last week, I called around to various
;pmraiegtwpsyhoyebemusmgthe vol-
eers, and. theh-}epm'ts were uniformly
- enthusiastic> *They've come into the com-
mumtyanrldonefarmurethanweaskedor
* says Dawn Taylor of the Storm-

brmE Youth Shelter in State College, Pa.

"% (which runs,’ "among other things—Newt

shmld note—a group home for troubled teens).

steady, long-term decline. The old ways—a soc:ety- s :
~‘wide insistence on moral behavior and exemplary |s-. -2 = | “Their job is to tutor the young people, but they’re
acts—may be the best way to lift the poor. But there |%S€em 0 Want. | not content with that. They've helped with fund-
is a problem: the Victorian charitable explosion oc-’ Victorign | reising telethons and lots of other programs,” ex-
curred at a moment when living standards were |- : panding the scope of charitable activities in the coun-
soaring and when there were far fewer distractions. _chanty, but ty. “They are_so enthusiastic and energetic. And
--We don't seem to have the t:me, or t.he mchnanou, " who has" ' there are a lot mare ways we'd like to use them, if we
for altruism anymore. " | | 3 . * | could.” Unfortunately, she can’t: Americorps volun-
-Indeed, we seem to be’ movmg in the oppomte : the time? teers can't supplant existing public employees, a reg-

direction: the number of volunteers for groups like

the Boy Scouts and Red Cross has plummeted in the last 20 years.
PTA participation is way down. The fraternal orders are waning.
Even bowling leagues are in decline—people prefer to bowl
alone—Harvard professor Robert Putnam writes in an elegant
article for the Journal of Democracy. Putnam attributes these
phenomena to several factors: less time (women go to work now),
increased mobility (people are less likely to put down social roots)
and of course—television. Gingrich disagrees. He believes the
aggrandizement of the bureaucracy has made families and com-
munities less relevant. “People don't go to PTA meetings,” he
says, “because they don't like professional bureaucrats telling
them how useless they are. When you emasculate citizens, you
can't expect them to be very enthusiastic about participating.”

ulation that Republicans should jettison if they

choose to continue this p (There is no reason why nation-
al service shouldn'’t bite off great chunks of the civil service.)

But the Republicans may not continue it. “I am totally, un-

equivocally opposed to national service,” Gingrich says. “It is

coerced voluntarism ... It's gimmickry.” These are spurious,

knee-jerk arguments. Nanonal service is induced—not co-

erced —voluntarism, just as his tax credit for charity would be.
And, gimmickry? As if term limits and balanced-budget amend-
ments weren't polyester legislative shortcuts. Programs that
work are miracles, not gimmicks. There will be a fight over this.
But the House Appropriations Committee to follow the
speaker’s lead and kill national service— whlc.h seems the politi-

cal equivalent of drowning a puppy. -

m
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BODY:

I will get things done for America to make our people safer, smarter and
healthier. I will bring Americans together to strengthen our communities.
Faced with apathy, I will take action.

Faced with conflict, I will seek common ground. Faced with adversity, I will
persevere. I will carry this commitment with me this year and beyond. I am an
Americorps member. And I'm going to get things done."

Twenty-three thousand energetic, mostly young people have taken that oath and
are in fact getting things done in hundreds of communities across the country
including Dallas. They are the members of President Clinton’s national service
program, Americorps.

The Americorps participants work full- or part-time at community agencies for
minimum wage. They can work up to two years in one of four areas: education,
environmental protection, public safety, or health and human services. 1In
return, they receive §$ 4,725 annually to help offset college or vocational
training costs.

Mr. Clinton introduced one Americorps member during his State of the Union
address last week. A high school dropout who had gotten married and had four
children, Cindy Perry has since received her high school equivalency certificate
and will use her Americorps money for college.

In mentioning Ms. Perry, the president was sending the strongest possible
message that his national service program not only will change communities for
the better, it also will improve the lives of those who are lending a hand.

Mr. Clinton is touting the year-old program because House Speaker Newt
Gingrich and other budget-conscious Republicans have targeted it. Mr. Gingrich,
in a recent interview with Newsweek, put the administration on notice: I am
totally, unequivocally opposed to national service. It is coerced voluntarism.

It’s gimmickry."

Nonsense. The members aren’t coerced. Members come to the program primarily
because they want to help their communities. If they didn’t, they wouldn’t work
for minimum wage. And, excuse me, but $ 4,725 didn’t go too far toward getting
a college degree the last time I checked.

Individuals voluntarily sign up for our armed forces and the Peace Corps
because they want to serve. Our military personnel are paid for their
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service, and rightly so. Peace Corps volunteers are paid a stipend as well.
Americorps is no different. So what is the gimmick?

Still, Republicans like Sen. Charles Grassley of Iowa are critical of the
program because, he says, it seeks to federally bureaucratize voluntarism,
thereby standing the concept on its head." In truth, only 100 people work for
the Corporation for National and Community Service, which administers the
program.

Americorps is a model of decentralization. A third of the program’s funding
is doled out to several national nonprofit groups, while the remainder goes to
state commissions. The states in turn award grants to local organizations,
which recruit and hire the Americorps members. Locally, the Greater Dallas
Community of Churches has hired 49 people to tutor, teach alternatives to
violence, improve access to health care and reduce hunger.

The decentralized aspect of the program is what prompted 16 House Republicans
to send a letter to their colleagues in 1993 asking them to support legislation
establishing the program. The president’s proposal is structured as a
Republican would have structured it, and . . . it deserves broad Republican
support," the letter said.

Mr. Grassley also claims the program is too expensive, arguing that the
per-member cost is at least $§ 30,000. Yet the head of the Corporation for
National and Community Service, Eli Segal, says the annual expense is actually
less than $ 20,000. That includes a $ 7,200 living allowance, the $ 4,725
scholarship and roughly § 7,000 in health care, child care and other
administrative costs.

All told, Americorps is expected to cost § 1.5 billion during the next three
years. Sure, that sounds high at first. But let’s consider the benefits of the
program like immunizing 104,000 Texas children, as 80 members did, or
providing a second chance for kids who have been on drugs or dropped out of
school. No other single program can buy as much for the money.

That is the kind of cost-benefit analysis Republicans ought to be doing.
That is the kind of cost-benefit analysis that can get things done in this
country.

Jesse James is an editorial writer and columnist for The Dallas Morning News.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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CONGRESSIONAL PEACE CORPS ALUMNI & ELI SEGAL
WELCOME AMERICORPS MEMBERS TO CAPITOL

Eli Segal, Assistant to the President and CEO of the Corporation for National Service (CNS), will be
Jjoined by a bipartisan group of U.S. Representatives who once served in the Peace Corps, to welcome
four AmeriCorps Members and the Kansas City, MO Police Chief to the U.S. Capitol on the day of the
President’s State of the Union address. The five will be guests of the White House for the address.

“These members of Congress come from both sides of the aisles and all walks of life. What they
share is a personal knowledge of how service builds character while it rebuilds communities,” said
Segal. “Likewise, these AmeriCorps Members come from all across our country. This ‘domestic Peace
Corps’ has enabled them to give a hand to their communities, and get a hand paying for college. Taking
responsibility and eaming opportunity — that is what AmeriCorps is all about.”

AmeriCorps National Service CORPORATION
FOR NATIONAL

WHO: The Honorable Eli Segal, Assistant to the President and CNS CEO;
Representatives Mike Ward (D-KY), Christopher Shays (R-CT), Tony
P. Hall (D-OH), James T. Walsh (R-NY), and Sam Farr (D-CA).

They will be joined by Kansas City, MO Police Chief Steven C. Bishop;
and AmeriCorps Members Laron Field from Kansas City, Missouri;
Cindy Perry from Simpson County, Kentucky; Colin Yost, from
Portland, Oregon, and Philip Wu, originally from Staten Island, New
York, now living and working in Miami, Florida.

WHAT: News Conference
WHERE: House triangle, U.S. Capitol
WHEN:  2:00 p.m. Tuesday, January 24th, 1995

WHY: To introduce the AmeriCorps Members and Kansas City Police Chief who will be
guests of the White House at the State of the Union address, and for Congressional
Peace Corps alumni to comment on their support for AmeriCorps.

AmeriCorps is the new national service program created with bipartisan support in 1993. Through
AmeriCorps, Americans of all ages and backgrounds engage in educational, environmental, public safety,
and human service and earn awards of nearly $5000 per year to help pay for college or job training. To
date, nearly 200,000 people have expressed an interest in service.

AmeriCorps is not a mandate for states, communities, or individuals: it is a voluntary partnership with 50| ;100 vermont Avenue, NW
states and 450 community organizations around the country, including the Red Cross, Children's Health :M;m ﬁ
Fund, the YMCA, and the New York Police Department. AmeriCorps Members work as partners with s e

Fax 2026064906
teachers, pastors, and police officers who are already improving our communities.
—-" 1) - AmeriCorps, National Service

Learn and Serve Amenca
National Senior Service Corps



Remarks of Eli J. Segal
"Strengthening the Partnership"
December 6, 1994

Welcome everybody. A special welcome:to the folks
here with us for the first time, our State Commission chairs
and the representatives of the new Governors.

I’d like to begin with a story . . .

A few weeks ago, I travelled to South Philadelphia to
visit a tremendous YouthBuild program there. It’s a real
model for building up low-income houhsing in the streets,
and building up lives in the community. On the walk over,
an elderly man named [John] Rya.q introduced himself as a
ward committeeman who’d served in South Philly for thirty
years. He knew my name, and he knew all about
AmeriCorps. Because he had served in the Civilian

Conservation Corps 60 years ago.



Mr. Ryan and I went to YouthBuild and met with four
people in the program. I talked to the kids a Iiﬁle bit about
their great work, which they seemed plenty eager to get
back to. But then I introduced Mr. Ryan and when he
started to talk about his experiences a half century earlier,
the eyes of those AmeriCorps Members locked on to him,
their bodes froze, and they connected like long-lost family.
Together they talked about what service meant to them:
contributing to their communities, taking responsibility for
themselves, and doing their families proud. And When I
casually asked Mr. Ryan whether he still had his CCC
uniform, he paused, pulled out his wallet, and dug out his
enrollment card from the Civilian Conservation Corps.

The year was 1935.



[ tell that story to help all of us see the forest through
the trees: National service is special, and it unites people
like nothing else. Service helps our communities become
whole. And it helps each of us as individuals become whole
as well.

But if Mr. Ryan speaks to our collective conscience,
he also speaks for our collective doubt. This man brought
memories from 1935 to forge a bond across four wars and
eléven Presidents with people one-quarter his age. We have
to ask ourselves: Will the young people serving today be
able to stretch the ties that bind to the year 2055? And
unlike the CCC that ended with World War II, will

AmeriCorps grow as they do?



If our uncertainties are high, for me the hopes are
higher still. We have a lot to be proud of in 1994. Not
long ago, national service was just an inspiring promise of
an obscure Governor from Arkansas. But with President
Clinton’s leadership, we have taken AmeriCorps from the
poetry to the prose.

Today, there are 20,000 diverse AmeriCorps Members
in the streets of America.

Today, there are 47 state commissions tapped into a
powerful network of grass roots groups.

Today, 91 percent of the American people like the
idea of AmeriCorps. More and more are seeing us succeed

every day.



So we should be very proud. As I told the; President a
few days ago, we owe much of our success to the close
partnership among the people in this room. But now is not
the time to rest on our laurels. A successful start-up is a
case study, not a success. The real test comes in roll out:
to spread what works, correct what doesn’t, and make
AmeriCorps an integral part of American life.

The November elections only make this work more
urgent. It’s true that some in the new congressional

majority just dismiss national service.



But there are many who strongly support AmeriCorps,
and many more who like the idea, worry about the details
and are waiting to see the results. And if we don’t deliver--
getting things done, building community, and encouraging
responsibility, all in a cost-effective manner--if we don’t do
that, we can all go home. In fact, if we don’t do that, we
will all be sent home.

I used to ask people to imagihe testifying before
Senator Nancy Kassebaum of Kansas. Well, I won’t ask
you to imagine that any more. I’ll ask you to prepare. She
i1s a tough but fair Senator, yet a year ago, she said she
feared AmeriCorps would become, quote, "foo costly and

n

too bureaucratic.” We have got to allay her fears--every

single day.



It will be a challenge. But we should welcome the
challenge as an incentive to excellence. After all, our
theme today is partnership, not partisanship.  The
partnerships in this room today can yield partnerships in
Congress for years to come.

But in the very next year, we’ll face two fundamental
challenges. Let me focus on those.

The first is raising quality. Throughout this process,
we’ve consciously focused on making AmeriCorps better
rather than making it bigger. That’s a political imperative,
because Congress won’t stand for a weak program. But

quality is also a moral imperative, because Americans



deserve better than make-work assignments, bored
participants, and wasted dollars. Americans deserve a
program working block-by-block, neighborhood-by-
neighborhood, truly changing America.

Let me name three things we mean by quality.

First: Getting things done. AmeriCorps has to be about
doing real work, meeting serious needs, and demonstrating
clear results. We have to show that this thing works--with
higher test scores, lower crime rates, more kids who are

immunized, fewer houses that are unsafe.



You’ll hear a lot about getting things done today and
tomorrow. For now, it means results. And it means a
recruitment and retention plan which emphasizes both
diversity and careful matching of skills and experience.
And it means a strong fundraising plan which emphasizes
community buy-ins.

Second: Quality means a compelling Member
experience. Customer satisfaction is the term they use in
business, and businesses with unhappy customers close up
shop. Every Member should be able to recommend

AmeriCorps to a friend.
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(Continued from page 1)

around here, I think, take for grant-
ed that the Dust Bowl is a thing of
the past, but it is becausc we have
conservation,” he said,

“AmeriCorps can get things done
that are critical,” Berg said of the
program’s projects. “To have a crew
spending a year doing this is unusu-
al,” but the program is tailored to
the needs of each state and commu-
nity, he explained.

Berg said that people of all polit-
ical backgrounds support the pro-
gram. “It’s a common sense
American view.”

Berg said that AmeriCorps mem-
bers are not replacing volunteers in
the work that they do. “A year of
this is back-breaking work and they
get basically minimum wage. Most
here (on the Woodward team) will
use the educational benefits in some
way."” ! :

The nroeram provides financial

" or vocational

education after the team member’s
term of service.

LeRoy Tull, assistant state con-
servationist and director of the
Oklahoma teams, visited with the
Woodward team on Adams® land
Wednesday, also. He said that last
year the three western Oklahoma
teams worked on 45 shelter/wind-
breaks totaling 20 miles in length,
They planted 10,000 trees in the
windbreaks and another 50,000 in
Oklahoma communities in the areas
where they were located.

Adams said that, although he
Wwas only. four years old at the time,
he can remember the building of the
terraces for the windbreak on his
land. “I remember secing those guys
with the shovels.” He also remem-
bered that a bridge built on another
part of the property at the same time
uncovered a safe stolen from
Sharop,

Jim Shearheart of the Soil
Conservation Service, director of
the Woodward team, estimated that
another two weeks of work will
complete the project there and the
team will concentraté its efforts on
work in Buffalo after that.

Members of the Woodward team
are Mike Clark, Mooreland; Justin
Charboneau, Woodward; Tony
Lovelace, Alva; Jeana Freeman,
Woodward; and Sally Williamson,
Gage.

¥ e LTS
AMERICORPS
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TEAM WORK: The Woodwa

v

rd AmeriCorps team watches as national director Joel Berg

saws wood in a windbreak east of Sharon Wednesday afternoon. Berg visited the group at work restor-

ing the tree shelter planted in the 1930s on land owned
Tony Lovelace, Alva; Jeana Freeman, Woodward: Sal

Justin Charboneau, Woodward.

by Walter Adams. Team members are, from left,
ly Williamson, Gage; Mike Clark, Mooreland; and

(Photo by Nancy Seher)

AmeriCorps Director Visits Area

By Nancy Seher :
Staff Writer i

Joel Berg is Director of National
Service at the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. As chief of l};e
AmeriCorps program, he is making
his second tour of field teams dur-
ing the program’s second year in
existence.

In the first year of the program,
Berg visited AmeriCorps teams in
30 states, This year he is touring 45

(Continued from page 1)

to attempt to determine if Short
could have been killed by one of the
other escapees, one of whom
escaped after being transferred to
Oklahoma State Penitentiary in
McAlester and reportedly killed a
man while he was free,

Wyscaver had no idea how long
it would take to positively identify
the remains.

states to see team members in
action. i

Last week Berg stopped in
Kansas. Helping Woodward team
members clear dead wood in a
windbreak east of Sharon
Wednesday, Berg was visiting his
third team in Oklahoma since
Monday. And tomorrow he will
travel to Claremore to see a conser-
vation education team.

All three teams in western
Oklahoma work on revitalizing
windbreaks planted during the

1930s by the Works Project
Administration. Last year they
received one of six awards for
Outstanding AmeriCorps
Environmental Project. .

The Woodward team is clearing
wood and brush in a half mile-long
break on Walter Adams’ land east
of Sharon. They also work on a
windbreak near Buffalo. :

Berg connected AmeriCorps and
conservation in general. “People

(See Director on page 3)
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Let it grow, let it grow

Jam Alderson, left, and Bennie Billington
spread grass seed while AmeriCorps Houston
workers plant grass along Buffalo Bayou in

Buster Dean / Chronicle
Sesquicentennial Park. The project is part of a
plan to beautify areas along the bayou and
control erosion.
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Ay generation? You're kidding
me, right? What I see of my
generation is a quite a few
enthusiastic young adults making
America a better place to live by
participating in the Americorps
program. There are slackers in
my age group, but unfortunately
there are slackers in every age

group

18-24 is a difficult time in life.
It is a time for new beginnings. For
many a time to start breaking
away from family to become more
independent and start thinking of
the dreaded adult world. Some
think of college, some think about
jobs, and still others think about
starting families of their own.
The two options crossed my
mind a thousand times, the third
I didn't want to cross my mind. I
was becoming quite distraught
with the thought of rising college
tuition costs and how [ really
didn't have any applicable
experience that would lielp me
get a job that paid higher than
minimum wage. Soon the thought
of living with my parents for the
rest of my life scared me like
nothing else has. 1 ran, I didn't
walk, down to the employment
ggency to find a job, any job.
©. And there it was, the
4 tericorps brochure. I picked it
. and began to read. AsIreadon
fhought it was just a little to
& < to be true. Room and board is

e
o
vy

rid
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svided for a small fee, A living
stipend, health insurance, and an
educational award for $4,725
(once 1812 hours of service are
completed) are part of the
program, too. You have your
choice of fields: environmental,
public safety, human services, o
education. 1 had always
preferred the outdoor lifestyle to
the every day hustle of city life,
s0 the environmental division
called my name.

“'d rather wake up in the
middie of howhere than in any
city on earth.” - Steve McQueen

We are now in the third month
of the first year of Americorps’
existence. Much time and energy
went into the planning stages.
There were endless forms,
proposals to write, loop holes to
deal with, and trips back and
forth to Washington D.C. to
convince those government types
that the Americorps program
deserves as much funding as
possible.

Everyone should realize what
has been accomplished and what
is done daily to keep Americorps
running. Americorpe doesn't only
benefit those who are members;
it benefits all people who will be
affected by the projects.

The Rogue River Americorps
began on November 1, 1994. If
everything runs as planned, we
will have completed the first
program by early September of

1995.

There are many Americorps
crews all over the United States
doing various types of work to
improve life as we know it, and
"Get things done." Nationwide
there are about 20,000 members,
32 of which are based in the
Rogue River National Forest.

I really hadn't realized just

how much the Rogue River Z

National Forest Americorps has
accomplished, as a whole, until
now. [ hope everyone else takes
time to reflect and be proud of the
things we are getting donc. I Jook
forward to every minute of every
day to come in the next few
montha with Americame

NORTHWEST YOUTH CORF
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Forest Service and Fish and
Wildlife biologists face a major
problem when trying to establish
stable populations of warm water
game fish in man-made
reservoirs. High numbers of
juvenile fish are eaten by the
larger fish, mainly due to lack of
cover and shelter to protect them “

from predators. One proven .
solution is to build protective
structures for those fish. Various g¥

materials are used, ranging from ;
old Christmas trees to brush §
cleared from timber stands. The
structures act very much like a
coral reef or dense weed bed,
providing protection and

corridors for the fish.

Americorps crews had the opportunity to help build
new structures such as these, as well as to improve
existing ones, to benefit largemouth bass and other
warm water species in the Applegate Reservoir. The
crews saw the projects through all stages: cutting
manzanita to build the structures, hauling the bushes
into the lakebed, drilling the holes for the cables,
and securing the new structures on the lakebed.
Working with the help of biologists, an estimated
four thousand pieces of manzanita were place:
coating much of the upper Squaw arm of Applegate
Lake with ideal habitat until they attain a size
where they are not so heavily preyed upon.

Later, corps members will go back and check how
well the structures are working by snorkeling in the
area, or trying out their luck with a rod and reel.
These structures could be a blessing or a curse for the
fishermen at the reservoir. They can mean more fish
to smart fishermen, or more objects to snag their line
on. ;




'Food banks’ |

stock off,
demand up

By Richard Wolt /77
USATODAY 1/, 5/,

Donations are down, and de-
mand is up at the nation’s food
banks this year, threatening
their ability to help millions.

Second Harvest, a nonprofit
charity that runs most of the
nation's food banks, says de-
mand has risen 15% in a year,
while supplies are down 5%
over two years.

The combination has caused
some food pantries and soup
kitchens to close, reduce their
hours or ration supplies.

“Some of our food pantries
are empty for the first time,”
says Lisa Carr of Catholic Char-
ities USA.

The rising demand for food
stems largely from cuts in the
federal food stamp program.
Last year’s welfare reform law
cut $27 billion in projected
spending over six years.

Nearly 500,000 able-bodied
adults without children began
losing food stamps in March.
More than 900,000 legal immi-
grants who are not citizens lost
food stamps in September.

At the same time, donations
to Second Harvest continue to
drop. That's largely because
technological advances in the
food industry mean less waste.

“Food banking lives on the
dark side of the food industry.
We get the mistakes,” says
Tina Osso, director of Shared
Harvest Foodbank in Fairfield,
Ohio. “Unfortunately, they're
making less of them.”

Some food banks are bat-
tling back, replacing lost dry
goods with fresh produce and
fish, staging more food drives
and gleaning unpicked crops.

“It's right out of the Old Tes-
tament,” says Dave Krepcho of
Daily Bread Food Bank in Mi-
ami. “We literally get hundreds
of volunteers, go out into a
cornfield, and pick fresh corn.”

Food banks running on empty

Volunteers
forced to get
‘very creative’

By Richard Wolf 77 3
USA TODAY /0//3 /5

ELIZABETH CITY, N.C. —
The waiting room in the front
of the Albemarle Manna Food
Bank is more crowded than the
warehouse out back.

In the front, hungry people
such as David Davenport and
his infant son, Dustin, shuffle in
at 11 a.m. for plastic bags of
groceries.

In the back, Bill Beck and
other volunteers fill the bags
from near-empty shelves with
what passes for a day's rations:
a can of Vienna sausages, two
tiny plastic cups of apple sauce,
pretzels, cookies, candy bars
and a bottle of Gatorade.

“We haven't had soup in
here for oh, gee, a month,”
Beck says. “We have to get cre-
ative, very creative.”

The laws of supply and de-
mand have not been kind this
year to the nation’s food banks.
The nonprofit banks, number-
ing about 200, rely mainly on
more than $1 billion worth of
surplus groceries a year from
the food industry.

The banks distribute the
food to 50,000 agencies serving
the hungry.

But with supplies down and
demand up, the food banks
have provided the pantries,
soup Kkitchens and homeless
shelters with less and less nutri-
tious food. |

Those agencies, in turn,
have reduced what they pro-
vide to the nation’s most vul-
nerable citizens.

There are plenty of vulnera-
ble citizens in Elizabeth City
and the 15 counties in north-

#
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By Karen Tam, AP_lor USA TODAY

Going hungry: David Davenport, 29, and his son, Dustin, wait for groceries at Albemarie Manna Food
Bank in Elizabeth City, N.C. ‘Most times, | eat one time a day now," Davenport says.

eastern North Carolina served
by the Albemarle food bank.
One in five people here lives
below the federal poverty line,
about $15,000 a year for a fam-
ily of four.

The food bank is typical of
those across the country. It
serves 76 agencies, up from 63
last year. In the past three
months it has received 209,000
pounds of food and distributed
263,000, including what it al-
ready had in the warehouse.
Much of its warehouse is emp-
ty. Too many of the remaining
boxes contain sugary cereals
and snack foods.

The food pantry out front
gave out 1,581 bags of food this
summer, up from 1,245 last
year. Last week it was out of
milk, canned fruit, tuna fish

and baked beans, and it was
down to its last can of Spam.

Migrant workers no longer
are served; lunch bags are giv-
en out only Tuesdays and
Thursdays. :

As a result, about 20 hungry
souls head for the soup kitchen
at Tabernacle of Faith Church
on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays.

“They get mad with me,”
says the Rev. Oliver Robinson.
“I don’t have enough food to
give them.”

At the end of the food chain
are folks such as Davenport.
The 29-year-old husband and
father worked for 12 years at a
garden center before injuring
his back and losing his job. Un-
able to make ends meet on his
wife's part-time salary, he has

applied for food stamps.
“Most times, I eat one time a
day now,” he says.
Nina White, 47, does the
same thing. She lost $120 in
monthly food stamps this sum-

~mer as a result of federal cuts.

White is allowed to visit the
food pantry once a week for a
three-day supply. “I run out in
between, but I just do the best |
can,” she says.

The cuts in the federal food
stamp program have caused
demand for free food to swell
nationwide.

The number of clients has
grown 38% in Harrisburg, Pa.;
37% in Newport News, Va,
20% in Springfield, Mo.; and
10% in Detroit and Nashville.

New technologies in the food
industry have cut waste and

overstocking, making it more
difficult for Second Harvest's
national network of 185 banks
to keep shelves full. Supplies
are down 15% in Cleveland
and 10% in Tulsa. In Oregon, 12
pantries have closed, nine have
reduced hours and 27 have fur-
ther rationed customers.

The combination of less wel-
fare and less waste has left
food banks and pantries to for-
age for food wherever they can
find it:

» Albemarle gets deer from
area hunters, peanuts and pota-
toes from local farmers, and
squash and carrots from a pris-
on garden. It takes tuna from
North Carolina’'s Outer Banks
after it has been tested by the
New England Aquarium. It
pays to have food shipped from
food banks as far as Maryland
and Pennsylvania.

» Montana’s food pantries
tried to get dead cattle, but the
federal government blocked
the program. They tried to get
wild game and buffalo, but that
effort has become a political
hot potato. In the meantime,
customers are getting angry,
and some pantries have in-
creased security.

» The Maryland Food Bank
in Baltimore is trucking in fro-
zen salmon from the Pacific
Northwest and gleaning sweet
potatoes from area farms. In
addition, director Bill Ewing
says, “We have a food drive go-
ing on almost every waking
moment of the day.”

» The Middle Georgia Com-
munity Food Bank in Macon is
trying to raise money to set up
a traveling cannery for
gleaned produce. For now, sup-
plies are down 20%, and the
biggest local donor is Frito-Lay.

Says the Rev. Mason Davis
of Macon Baptist Association
Pantry, “You can't live off po-
tato chips and crackers.”

» Supply and demand, 1A
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Federal program turns
once wasted crops into
meals for the needy

By Scott Pickering
£ Think of them as modern-day Robin Hoods — with a few,
A subtle differences.
~ “They” are Americorps workers, young adults who
earn money for college by doing manual labor on

What they do — there are three in Rhode Island.

— is travel around the state, taking from the “rich”

and bringing gifts to the “poor.” The rich in this

case are the produce-rich, the farmers whose
fields are teeming with acres of vegetables, much
of it unusable for the consumer market.
~ The poor are literally the poor, those who depend
upon homeless shelters, soup kitchens and social
service refuges to regularly provide meals, sustenance,
sanity and life.

These Americorps workers (again, there are three of
them in Rhode Island) drive from farm to farm and gather
up baskets, bushels and armfuls of leftover produce —

produce that is too small, too big or slightly bruised and
cannot be sold in the market. They take corn and

potatoes, squash and zucchini, tomatoes and beans.

By the truckload, they drive the baskets, bushels

and armfuls to area shelters and to soup kitchens.

From there, the food is given to the needy. It
is sliced up, buttered, put in the oven or on the
grill, served on plates or devoured by hand, often
within a one-day period. Thus, in less than 24 hours,
the food usually goes from vine and field to plate and
stomach — a shorter turnover than the majority of
supermarkets can offer.

The operation, given the national title “Summer
of Gleaning,” has been taking place all this summer
throughout Rhode Island. This is the first time it has
taken place in this state, so-there have been some

rough spots. Establishing a regular schedule with farmers
has been difficult; convincing farmers of their group's good intentions
sometimes more difficult.

But the operation has begun to work, and the results are measured
in tons: 30,000 tons of produce, picked from local farms and given to
local shelters.

“It’s been very successful,” said Patricia Seites, program coordinator
with the US Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency.

Ms Seites has overseen the project, but a majority of the work and
daily organization is done by the three Americorps workers. All three
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: . f them — Christine Lavallee of Lincoln, a senior at St Anselm’s College
Brian (above) is absolutely giddy over the fresh corn he's about to cook up at Lucy’s J ik : %
Hearth, a Middletown refuge for abused women and their families. Looming large as in New Hampshire; Stephanie Magnan of Woonsocket, a recent
one of the gleaning program’s biggest contributors is farmer Stephien DeCastro (top right). See PRODUCE, page 2
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Gleaning program saved 30,000 tons of produce

> PRODUCE, from page 1
Syracuse University graduate;
and Armin Graf of West
Greenwich, a recent University of
Rhode Island graduate — have
adapted to a chaotic schedule that
has them darting around the
state, essentially at the beck and
call of the farmers,

“We really opened ourselves up
to the farmers to call us whenev-
er they want,” said Ms Lavallee,
who this week went back to
school in New Hampshire.

The Americorps team has no
other choice than to come when
called; they risk losing the pro-
duce to the farmer’s plow or to
other natural scavengers if they
do not.

In the East Bay, one farm has
called more often and been a more
consistent contributor than any
other. DeCastro Farm, located off
East Main Road in Portsmouth,
has regularly opened a portion of
its fields to the Americorps team.
The team has “gleaned” — gath-
ered from the fields — loads of
zucchini, mountains of squash and
piles of cabbage from the
DeCastro farm.

“The DeCastros have just been
tremendous supporters,” said M
Lavalleé. .

However, the DeCastros have
not been the only contributors.
The Americorps team has gath-
ered food from farmer Edward
Jerome in Tiverton, the Carvalho
potato farm in Portsmouth and
from Coll Walker in Little
Compton,
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Why have the farmers been so
willing to give away their pro-
duce? Stephen DeCastro answers
that with a “why not?”

“We don't have to do anything,”
said Mr DeCastro. “I don't have
-to do one thing.”

The DeCastros, and other
farmers, are benefiting because
areas of their fields are cleared for
free. And the crop the farmers
are giving up is crop they have
already given up on anyway.

The Americorps team is typi-
cally invited into a field after it
has already been picked through
by the farmers. All the food con-
sidered acceptable for the market
has already been removed, and
the remaining crops are, consid-
ered “seconds,” or second quality.

However, everyone connected
with the operation will defend the
integrity of second-quality pro-
duce. Second quality, they say,
means the food has small blemish-
es that would keep the average
consumer from buying it.

* “It’s still edible, but we can't
put it out,” said Mr DeCastro.

The zucchini may be too big, the
carn a little too Small. The squash
may be too square, or the cucum-
ber a little bruised on one end.
For whatever reason, the veg-
etable will not sell in the average
supermarket or farmstand,
where consumers endlessly pore
through their vegetables, squeez-
ing them, shaking them and final-
ly selecting the brightest, shiniest
and most perfectly shaped of the
bunch.

o application fee

Americorps workers Stephanie Magnan, Armin Graf
and Christine Lavallee (from left to right), with project director
Patricia Seites (right), gather squash from a DeCastro Farm field.

“This is wvery good stuff.
Sometimes it's got little, brown
spots on the outside, but there’s
nothing wrong on the inside,” said
Ms Lavallee.

“1 wouldn't want to give to
somebody what I wouldn’t use
myself,” Ms Lavallee continued.
“g5 percent of this is perfectly
good produce.”

Perfect or not, the food is glori-

ous to Jane Martig. Ms Martin is
chef and food service manager for

the Martin Luther King Center in
Newport, which serves free hot
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breakfasts five days a week and
distributes food through a food
pantry and other charitable orga-
nizations.

“This is good food,” said Ms
Martin, echoing what was said by
the others. And it's fresh food.

“We don't usually get fresh
food,” she said. Naturally, the
vast majority of typical donated
foods are canned goods and per-
ishable items. Fresh produce is
like gold.

“This is picked that morning
and it's brought right here,” Ms
Martin said. “Having something
fresh really makes a difference.”

What would happen to the food
if it were not gleaned by the
Americorps team? Nothing.
Typically, the food is trashed —
Flnwed under and chopped up as

- fodder for the next growing sea-
n

son.

So giving away the food is no
burden on the- farmers. The
Americorps team is saving what
would be destroyed anyway; and
what they save is only a portion of
the discarded produce that is out
there. The teams takes as much
as it can, gives to the shelters as
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much as the shelters ean distrib-
ute, and still tons of edible food is
chopped up and returned to the
soil.

“If we rescued 30 tons, that's
probably only a fraction of what
every year goes to waste,” said
Ms Lavallee.

Another local recipient of the
program is Lucy’s Hearth, a
Middletown shelter for battered
women and their families. Betty
Wright, director of Lucy’s
Hearth, said the fresh food has
been a blessing, especially in lean
times. She added that many other
benefactors regularly contribute
to the shelter, but the Americorps
program has been a new and wel-
comed addition this summer.

The women who find shelter at
Luey’s Hearth take turns cooking
the evening meals for everyone.
Ms Wright said the new produce
has been a big part of another
charitable donation — free week-
ly lessons by Lisa Kenyon, who
teaches the women new and dif-
ferent ways to cook the food. The
fresh food and the fresh ideas
have gone hand in hand.

Givers also receive

Just as the homeless and hun-
gry have benefited from the pro-
gram, so too have the givers.

The Americorps workers do not
receive a salary, but at the end of
the summer they are given a
stipend of about $2,400, to be used
for college tuition or to repay col-
lege loans. The Americorps pro-
gram itself is a President Bill
Clinton project that was initially
cut from this year’s budget, but
was later reinstated.

Aside from the financial bene-
fits of the program (which they
earn for working 40-hour weeks),
the Americorps workers also say
they take a measure of satisfac-
tion in their duties.

“It's nice, because we see peo-
ple directly receiving our pro-
duce,” said Ms Lavallee.

For their part, the farmers also
benefit. After giving away their
produce, they are given a written
receipt by the Americorps team,
documenting exactly how much
food was donated. A stack of char-
itable receipts should be helpful
come tax time.

But, of course, tax breaks are
not all they get.

“What they're doing with the
produce is a good thing,” said Mr
DeCastro, “If there’s something I
can do to help someone, I'll do it.”
He and many others already
have. t
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Team maps rural
part of county

Starr McDaniles and Darlene
Ivarson attract some attention as
they drive slowly through rural
Adams County townships and
study each building.

People ask if they're out looking
for mushrooms or if they're lost
and need help.

Sometimes the situation is re-
versed. “We get flagged down and
asked for directions,” Ivarson
said.

Whether they can answer the

question or not, they're working to
M -"" sure people get to the right
' on in emergency situations.
. McDaniles and Ivarson are part
of a five-member AmeriCorps
team “mapping” each building
and its address throughout Adams
County. They're taking the first
steps toward an enhanced 911
system that automatically sup-
plies an address for the emer-
gency site.

The crews first mapped existing
addresses for homes and buildings
in the county's 13 incorporated
villages and some townships.

“It lays the groundwork to as-
sign addresses to everybody in the
county,” said Mark Warren with
Klingner & Associates. “All ad-
dresses will be street-style ad-
dr- -es like in Quincy.”

's tedious and time-
consuming. It requires a great
deal of concentration,” said crew
member Bob Gillespy. “After a
while my vision blurred from
marking little houses on the map
and looking ahead, then going
back to check stuff.”
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AmeriCorps Summer Gleaning Projects

California (Rural Development) will use six Members in Watsonville and King
County to provide fresh produce to over 5,500 people.
Contact: Toni Symonds (916) 668-2025

Connecticut (Rural Development/FSA) will conduct a joint project using four
Members that will serve at least 100 needy families and enhance the
relationship between local farmers and community food banks. The Connecticut
project will focus on the Hartford and New Haven areas.
Contact: Richard Burke (RD) (413) 253-4319

Vincent Majchiers (FSA/CT) (860) 285-8483

District of Columbia/Northern Virginia (Food and Consumer Service), under the
leadership of the Congressional Hunger Center (CHC), will implement a gleaning
and perishable food rescue program in Washington, D.C. and the Northern
Virginia area to provide meals and fresh produce to residents of the District
(through the D.C. Central Kitchen) and Arlington (through the Arlington Food
Assistance Center). This project will utilize three Members, who will work as
an adjunct to the District of Columbia’s existing USDA/AmeriCorps Anti-Hunger,
Nutrition, and Empowerment Team.

Contact: Joshua Yates (CHC) (202) 547-7022

Georgia (Rural Development) will provide 2 Members to work closely with the
Atlanta Community Food Bank in accomplishing the first-ever food rescue
project associated with the Olympic Games. This project anticipates providing
approximately 25,000 meals to city distribution centers every day during the
event.

Contact: Donnie Thomas (RD) (706) 546-2171

Illinois (FSA) will, with the addition of only two new AmeriCorps Members,
expand its gleaning project in Mason County to include most of Southern
Illinois, resulting in a program that will provide the local soup kitchens and
food banks, which serve a total of more than 8,500 people daily, with an
additional 5 tons of produce.

Contact: Rod Atterberry (309) 543-2852

Indiana (Rural Development) will focus on providing nutritious foods to 10 new
"Kids‘ cafes" (that serve low-income and homeless children), spearheaded by
the efforts of six AmeriCorps Members who will coordinate both food rescue and
farm gleaning efforts in rural and urban areas. Terre Haute and Indianapolis
are the main focus areas for the Indiana project.
Contact: Kelly Barmann or (317) 290-3104

Sharon Zapata

Iowa (FSA) will use three Members in the Model City area of Des Moines (A HUD
Enterprise Community) to establish a gleaning and food rescue program that
will also emphasize nutrition education and neighborhood gardens.

Contact: Kevin Fitzpatrick (515) 386-3138



Kentucky (Rural Development) will focus on the Kentucky Highlands Empowerment
Zone in Eastern Kentucky, where six Members will glean and distribute excess
crops to at least 100 local families, who will also be provided with training
to improve the nutritional value of their meals through the addition of fresh
fruits and vegetables.

Contact: Louis Elliott (502) 633-0891

Maryland (FSA) will use four Members, in partnership with the 3,000-volunteer
Washington Area Gleaning Network, to provide fresh fruits and vegetables to
needy families in the Baltimore area.

Contact: Jim Voss (410) 381-4550
John Ciekot (Member Issues) (410) 366-8533
George Roche (Volunteers) (301) 879-1484

Michigan (FSA) will use six Members, two of whom will be stationed in Detroit
to coordinate an urban perishable food rescue effort as well as distribute
some fresh produce to local food banks. Another four Members will work in the
East Lansing area to recover fresh fruits and vegetables from farms after the
mechanical harvesting is completed, provide these foods to the local food
distribution center (run by the Red Cross), and take an active part in
educating the recipients about the proper preparation and storage of the foods
they receive.

Contact: Sandi Ramos (517) 337-6660, ext.1212

Mississippi (Rural Development) will, through the joint efforts of four new
AmeriCorps Members and the newest USDA AmeriCorps Anti-Hunger Project, work to
provide fresh foods, poultry, and nutrition education to 425 families in the
Mississippi Delta Empowerment Zone and nearby counties.

Contact: Bettye Oliver (601) 965-5460

Missouri (FSA) will sponsor a 5-Member farm gleaning project near Kansas City,
MO, that will serve nearly 400 poor, primarily elderly individuals this
summer.

Contact: Cindy White (816) 776-5861

New Jersey (Extension Service) will use five Members, in partnership with the
Bonner Foundation and many other partners, to provide fresh produce to the
southern New Jersey food bank network (Atlantic, Cumberland, Burlington, and
Camden Counties) and over 100 families, with a secondary goal of effectively
reducing crop waste.

Contact: Joni Elliott (609) 292-8897

New Mexico (Rural Development and FSA) will actually operate two separate
projects, one in the Albuquerque area and one in the Four Corners area of the
state, with four Members each, and will serve a total of more than 200 soup
kitchens, 800 individuals, and over 75 Native American families on the Navajo
reservation.
Contact: Lloyd Wilhelm (FSA/Four Cormers) (505) 334-3090

John Thomas (RD/Albuquerque) (505) 761-4960



New York (FSA) will use six Members in a five-county area around the state
capital of Albany, in partnership with the Albany Service Corps, to provide
fresh produce to 20,000 low-income individuals per month in the targeted
Capital Region. Activities include maintenance of a large community garden,
rescuing produce from local farmers and farmers’ markets, and training the
staff, volunteers and clients of local food pantries and soup kitchens on the
preparation and use of the fresh foods obtained through this project.
Contact: Marc Smith (FSA) (315) 477-6304

Paul Winkeller (518) 434-2677

(Albany Service Corps)

Oregon (Rural Development) will, with six new Members, build on existing
efforts by the Oregon Food Bank (Portland/Eugene area) to develop linkages
between rural and urban populations, and to serve an additional 100 needy
families during the summer months.

Contact: Bruce Kohler (503) 465-6850

Pennsylvania (Rural Development) will use five Members to organize volunteers
to serve 200 needy people per day, through the local food banks serving
Uniontown/Fayette County, using perishable foods that are rescued from area
restaurants and cafeterias.

Contact: Lee Patterson (412) 482-4888

Rhode Island (FSA) will use three Members to serve needy families in the area
by enhancing the relationship between local farmers and community food banks,
as well as by providing extensive education to the local food bank operators
about proper food storage, handling, and preparation techniques. Rhode
Island’s efforts are centered primarily around Providence.

Contact: Patricia Seites (FSA/RI) (401) 828-8232

Texas (Rural Development) will use five Members to help provide fresh food to
100 families living in the Colonias area inside and near the Rio Grande
Empowerment Zone.

Contact: Lorraine Clements (817) 774-1304

Washington (Extension Service) will, with six Members, effectively double the
amount of food gleaned from farms in Pierce and Yakima Counties this summer,
thus dramatically increasing the number of families that will benefit from
these efforts; an innovative partnership with the local cannery will provide
job training opportunities for low-income recipients as well as preserved
foods that can be distributed during the winter months.

Contact: Dr. Steven Garrett (206) 591-7180

USDA Contacts: Joel Berg, Director of National Service (202) 720-5746
Donna Hines, FCS Anti-Hunger Coordinator (202) 690-0693
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170 TONS OF FOOD RECOVERED AT OLYMPICS BY USDA AMERICORPS

WASHINGTON, Aug. 7, 1996--The total amount of food recovered from
Summer Olympic venues--in a project coordinated by USDA-sponsored AmeriCorps
members--has risen to 170 tons of perishable food. The amount of food
rescued from the various vendors and venues increased substantially after
closing ceremonies for the Games.

The food collected will provide an estimated 226,000 meals, according
to the Atlanta Community Food Bank, which, along with the Congressional
Hunger Center, served as a prime partner with USDA AmeriCorps on this
initiative.

"It is clear that the USDA AmeriCorps effort to recover food from the
Olympic Games has been an incredible success. The Atlanta Community Food
Bank, the Congressional Hunger Center, and the AmeriCorps members all
deserve gold medals in food recovery,” said Agriculture Secretary Dan
Glickman.

“This AmeriCorps project is part of a national initiative by USDA to
coordinate and promote public and private gleaning and food recovery
efforts,” Glickman said. “Every year millions of pounds of nutritious,
uneaten food are thrown away. It is my highest personal priority to find
ways to get this food to the hungry--before it finds its way to the
dumpster.”

Three of the AmeriCorps members engaged in the project are part of
the Department's special 12-week AmeriCorps “Summer of Gleaning" program
currently underway in 20 states. Other AmeriCorps members from the
Congressional Hunger Center are assisting in the project.

AmeriCorps, President Clinton's national service program passed with
bipartisan support by Congress, engages 25,000 Americans of diverse
backgrounds in performing service that meets critical community needs in
return for an award which may be used for college, job training, or to pay
back student loans. The majority of AmeriCorps members are working in
partnerships with states, local governments, and non-profit organizations.

#

NOTE: USDA news releases and media advisories are available on the Internet.
Access the USDA Home Page on the World Wide Web at http://www.usda.gov
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GLICKMAN ANNOUNCES “NATIONAL WEEK OF FOOD RECOVERY” AND EFFORTS AT NATIONAL
POLITICAL CONVENTIONS DURING SACRAMENTO VISIT

WASHINGTON, Aug. 14, 1996--During a visit to a food recovery program
based in Sacramento, Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman announced today that
USDA AmeriCorps members will be recovering food at the Republican and
Democratic national political conventions. In addition, USDA AmeriCorps
will be organizing a “National Week of Food Recovery” with events next week
1ln over ten states.

Secretary Glickman joined with USDA-sponsored AmeriCorps members who
traveled to the California Emergency Foodlink today from other AmeriCorps
sites in California in order to help sort and package food. The Secretary
also toured the facility to learn about how the organization collects and
distributes recovered food statewide.

"Recovering excess food that would normally be discarded is cne of my
top personal priorities,” Glickman said. “The California Emergency Foodlink
1s an lmpressive public/private partnership that clearly demonstrates the
great potential to expand food recovery efforts throughout the nation.”

Glickman announced that, at the Republican National Convention in San
Diego, USDA AmeriCorps members sponsored by the Southern California
Interfaith Hunger Coalition are currently working with Love's Gift, a San
Diego food recovery agency, the American Culinary Federation, and San Diego
homeless shelters to collect excess food from restaurants, events,
cafeterias, and other convention-related sources and to distribute that food
to area residents 1n need.

At the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, Glickman announced,
USDA AmeriCorps members sponsored by the Milwaukee Community Service Corps
Wwill be working with the Greater Chicago Food Depository and the American
Culinary Institute to recover convention-related food.

"It is heartening that USDA AmeriCorps members will be collecting food
from both national political conventions for distribution to hungry people
in the San Diego and Chicago areas. Hunger does not divide itself by
political party, and neither do ways to alleviate hunger. Both AmeriCorps
and the USDA food recovery initiative demonstrate that Americans of all
backgrounds -- regardless of political belief -- can band together to help
tackle some of the nation's most pressing problems through innovative
means, " sald Glickman.

"It 1s my hope that the "National Week of Food Recovery’-- August 19
through 25 -- will focus attention not only on what has already been
accomplished by the food recovery movement, but on just how much still needs
to be done by the nation as a whole. Virtually every American can volunteer
time or take some other action to help recover food,” said Glickman.

-more-
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Both the food recovery effort at the natiocnal conventions and the
“National Week of Food Recovery”’ esvents are belng coordinated by
AmeriCorps members 1n the USDA “Summer of Gleaning” program, which is
currently underway in 20 states. The program has utlized members in the
AmeriCorps national service program to work with numerous locally based
anti-hunger groups, youth service corps, food banks, and food recovery
organizations throughout the nation.

The “Summer of Gleaning” program played a lead role in recovering over
174 tons of food from venues associated with the Summer Olympic Games in
Atlanta. Nationally, the USDA AmeriCorps members have recovered over 1,100
tons of food this summer, which will provide about three-quarters of a
million meals.

AmeriCorps, President Clinton's national service program, passed with
bipartisan support by Congress, engages over 20,000 Americans of diverse
backgrounds in performing service that meets critical community needs in
return for an award which may be used for college, job training, or to pay
back student loans. The majority of BmeriCorps members are working in
partnerships with states, local governments, and non-profit organizations.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is running three types of
AmeriCorps teams in 45 states, composed of approximately 1,000 members: an
anti-hunger team, a public lands and environment team, and a rural
development team. Many of the AmeriCorps projects are sponsored by
community-based organizations and all projects are designed to “get things
done,” while boosting community, opportunity, and responsibility.

#

NOTE: USDA news releases and media advisories are available on the Internet.
Access the USDA Home Page on the World Wide Web at http://www.usda.gov
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Hao Nguyen, front, Sen In, left, and Nicole Vignec, right, were among the AmeriCorps workers gleaning potatoes Wednesday at

Bouchey Farms in Toppenish. Ten thousand pounds of produce are being gleaned weekly for area food banks.

AmeriCorps workers, volunteers supplying
food banks with 10,000 pounds of food weekly

By JOYE REDFIELD
Of the Herald-Republic

Since late June, volunteers and
AmeriCorps workers have
gleaned some 10,000 pounds of
food each week to benefit local
food banks.

In a pilot project sponsored by
the Washington State University
Cooperative Extension office of
Pierce County, fresh and canned
foods are filling the shelves of
area food banks during this time
of harvest.

“Yakima is where the food
comes from, so it seemed like a
natural place to go,” said Maite
Marino, AmeriCorps summer
gleaning coordinator.

The Pierce County extension
service has sponsored a success-
ful gleaning program in the Puy-
allup Valley for the past six years.
This is the first year it has been
tried in the Yakima Valley.

So far, donations of cherries,
potatoes, carrots, cucumbers and
other produce have been supple-
menting the summer supplies of
more than 10 area food banks.

“Ninety percent of the food
stays in the community,” Marino
said. “Some goes to Tacoma.”

“I's been great,” said Pauline
Hunter of the Salvation Army
Food Bank. “We don't usually get
too many fresh vegetables and
things. ... Our clients that come in
do appreciate it."

The Salvation Army. which is
the largest food bank in the re-

AmeriCorps worker

ey,

Greg Baldwin, right, helps distribute

boxes of gleaned green peppers, cucumbers and tomatoes

to area food banks.

gion, serves 50 families a day dur-
ing the summer, Hunter said.
That number swells to 150 fami-
lies a day after the apple harvest,
she added. (Food bank hours are
1 pm to 430 pm. Monday
through Friday. It is located at
Sixth and Yakima avenues.)
Some of the produce, such as
cherries and carrots, has been
canned al a professional cannery
in Kent and will be distributed
later in the year by the Emer-
gency Food Network, Marino

said. Local food banks are ex-
pected to receive some of those
canned goods during the winter
months when supplies are usually
depleted, she said.

Marino said she is hoping to
find an orchagdist or storage
house willing to donate surplus
apples to the canning effort be-
fore this year's erop is harvested.

“We need a considerable
amount to make it worth it,"”
Marino said. “We can make ap-
plesauce ... and bring it back to

the food banks here.”

Farms providing produce so far
thic sunmmer include Inaba Pro-
duce Farms of Wapalo, Rasmus
sen and Sons of Granger, and
Bouchey Farms of Toppenish.

Volunteers gleaning in  the
fields include food bank clients,
many recruited through public
service announcements on Span-
ish-language radio station KDNA
in Granger, Marino said

The six paid members of Amer-
iCorps receive minimum wage
and a $1,000 college scholarship
at summer's end. They have
gained experience gleaning and
packing, and working at the can-
nery, food banks and other food
sites, Marino said.

This week, youth groups staying
at the Campbell Farm in Wapato
will join the gleaning effort as a
community service.

“There's plenty of food out
there,” Marino said, adding that
it's finding transportation, pack-
ing boxes, storage and other re
sources that keep her busy,

Gleaned and donated foods are
brought to the Wapato food bank
for centralized distribution. In
addition to loeal food banks, col
laborators include Cascade Blue
Mountain Food Share and the
Emergency Food Network in
Tacoma.

Marino said organizers hope
the project, funded for one year,
eventually can be passed on and
coordinated locally. For more in-
formation, call Marino at (509)
961-0552.
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These volunteers, of the Baltimore Area Gleaning Network have just "gleaned"" a farm of fresh vegetables
to be donated to local food banks, pantries and shelters. (Photo by John Ciekot).

‘There’s enough food for

by Ginger Williams

On July 12, approximately 1-1/2
tons of freshly-picked corn were
distributed to residents of Baltimore’s
Somerset and Latrobe Housing
communities. The com was distribut-
ed by members of the Baltimore Area
Gleaning Network, an AmeriCorps
"Summer of Gleaning" program based
at Civic Works. The Washington

Area Gleaning Network (WAGN) -

and Civic Works were represented
by staff during the distribution.
The corn was picked on Friday
morning on a farm in Chestertown,
Md., by volunteers and transported
to Baltimore by WAGN staff.
"There’s no reason why anyone
in America should be hungry. More
than enough food is planted and
grown by every farmer to feed
everyone in this country,” says Gloria
Luster, a team leader with Baltimore
Area Gleaning Network (BAGNET).

This program, under the auspices
of CivicWorks, and housed in a‘third-

floor office at the Clifton Park .

Mansion, is federally-mandated by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA). It is run by Ms. Luster,
Brian Richards, Amy Steele and

Colleen Devine. Veronica McCall .

makes up the support staff.

The Gleaning Team is invited to
Maryland/Pa. area farms, to pick
leftover - fresh - vegetables and fruits
to be given to needy residents, church
food banks and pantries and the
Maryland Food Bank (Food
Committee).

The Baltimore program is fairly
new (since June), but there are more
than 15 Networks in cities all over
the country, including WAGN, which
is about eight years old.

Depending almost entirely on
volunteers to run the program,

BAGNET travels to surrounding
farms about once a week and brings
back fresh fruits and vegetables.
Participants in the program run the
gamut - from the very young to the
elderly. No one is excluded.

But a shortage of funds cannot
guarantee transportation to the farms
by BAGNET and the call has gone
out from the organization, for
volunteers to furnish transportation
and donate office time and money.
Ms. Lustert calls this a perfect
opportunity for church and neighbor-
hood groups to take a scenic trip
and do something for their communi-
ties, as well.

everyone’

The trips can start as early as 6
a.m. and are usually over around
1 or 2 p.m.

The is the first summer for the
Baltimore initiative, and it will run
fthrough September 30. "Beyond that,"
Ms. Luster says, "we don’t know
if the program will be picked up
next year or not."

Two office members, Amy (Steele)
and Brian (Richards) have never
picked crops before. But, according
to Brian, "It’s good work. It’s hard
work, but it’s good work. I have
never felt like this about any
experience."

Luster echoes this with, "It’s a
spiritual experience; not necessarily
religious, butit’s definitely spiritual,
And, it’s open to anyone - agnostic,

_ atheist, black, white, male, female,

young or old."

There is also, according to Luster,
scriptural reference to gleaning. "It’s
a very old tradition. Farmers have
always planted more than they (or
their family) needed. What was left
after harvesting, gleaners came along
to collect it. The farm not only
sustained its owner, it also sustained
other families.

Continued on page 7
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@ Laden with fresh vegetables, promoters of the AmeriCorps Gleaning pro-  are volunteer Aileen Martin of Amherst, Mass., Joel Berg and Tim Carter of
&ram leave the Pinecroft Farm off Watchaug Road in Somers. From left, they the USDA, and David Carey of the Hartford County Farm Service Agency.

A bounty for the poor from Somers fields



By DON STACOM
Courant Correspondent

. SOMERS — The laborers pickin
2 squash along rows'at a Watchaug Roa
i field Wednesday looked pretty much
" like an average farm work crew, but

i thz were part of something complete-

’ rent.
: ~ Theresult of their labor won’t be sold
'at su arkets or roadside stands —
it will be given to tens of thousands of
needy Connecticut people through
soup kitchens and food pantries.
“These are vegetables that were go-

ing to go to waste,” Vincent Majchier,
state director of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency,
said as he looked across acres of or-
ange squash near the Watchaug Road
airstrip. “Maybe they're a little too big
or small for the supermarkets, or
they’ve lost a little color — but they’re
perfect to eat.” g

The AmeriCorps Gleaning project
puts volunteers into fields where farm-
ers have already pulled the choicest
vegetables and fruit. Rather than [eav-
ing the remnants to.rot or be tilled back
into the ground, more than a dozen

state farmers this summer have al-
lowed AmeriCorps volunteers to walk
;h;ir fields and take the best of what's
eft.

The food is boxed and then trucked
to either Foodshare or the Connecticut
Food Bank, two nonprofit agencies
that distribute food to social service
agencles across the state.

. The program — which is duplicated
in 19 other states — is part of the
- Clinton administration’s AmeriCorps
effort, described by advocates as a do-
mestic Peace Corps. As Con de-
bates whether to cut funding for Amer-

iCorps, state and federal officials came
to town Wednesday to tout the results.
“I can’t believe the volume of pro-

duce these agencies in Connecticut

use,” Majchier said. "“They’re talking
about feeding 100,000 people a day —

and 43,000 of them are children. And °
before this, they just didn’t get fresh

produce.” |

Four AmeriCorps volunteers and a
half-dozen Alternative Incarceration
Program convicts pulled thousands of
pounds of slightly imperfect squash

Please see A bounty, Page B2

Abounty for poor left in fannef% fields

:;_Conﬂnuel from Page B1
' “and zucchini from the

. flelds, packed it into boxes and

" loaded it onto a rented truck
' “This has been such a success, we

-have to continue it with winter .

squash, pumpkins, apples — even if
we have to bring a truck up here
ourselves. We're talking about get-
ting sweet corn that costs $3 or $4 a
dozen in the stores — poverty-
,  stricken families just can’t afford to
 Vniversity o Massachuseis
of Massachusetts jun-
-ior Aileen Martin has spent the sum-
mer learning about produce — right
from the sometimes dusty, some-
times muddy fields.

e 0

“l don’t think I{want.to pick
squash for the rest of my lifé, .but
I've learned an awful lot,” said Mar-
tin, an AmeriCorps volunteer'who
will receive roughly $1,000 toward
tuition for her summer’s work. '*1
wanted t§ do som: productive
this er, something to help oth-
er people — not just work in a mall
somewhere.” Ay ' an,

Gloria McAdam, Foodshare’s'di-
rector, noted that some of the g‘n—
duce being picked along the Cop-
necticut River valley will go: 0
n:?r people in those same towns.
Fi pantries operate in Enfield
and Somers, and some of the vege-
tables that were gathered Wednes- -
day will end up there, she said. %,

£

T g =)
mission-sponsored ahd controlled
activity,” Selectmen Richard Jack-
son wrote to commissioners earifer
this month. ' -

This summer, the recreation ¢om-

_ mission endorsed the idea of.a
Somers teen center and established
a subcommittee to work witli the
teen organizers. But at a recént
meeting, some commissioners
questioned whether they wagt-to
accept the responsibilities. 2
thjudy Mehl, the n:lother of oge-of

e organizers, said teenagers 6x-
pect to meet soon with the récte-
ation subcommittee to work oug any
unresolved details. The teens want
to mi; cnnﬂicltnwith a church-
i s

, 80 n’t plin’to
. open the center until late Sépte
* ber at the earliest; she said
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H Albany Service Corps’
gleaning program aims to stock
food pantries with fresh produce
BY CAILIN BROWN :

Staff writer

Albany
he beating sun prompted an after-
noon sprinkling Monday at the
Harvest for the Hungry communi-

ty garden, where food is grown entirely
for the poor. :

%pulaﬁm increasingly in need of food-pantry
p. 3
The “AmeriCorps Summer of Gleaning” program
will be coordinated through the Albany Service
Corps, which has received a $20,000 federal grant
for the program. The project will link the rural
farming community with the urban poor to direct
food that might otherwise go to waste.

“These four to six corps members will gather 10
tons of food (for) the emergency food system. That's

Albany, Troy and :
Efforts by assorted local agencies have been

nti-hunger
- AmeriCorps. She said she would like to see “food

. : Times Union/STEPHEN WEAVER ¢+«
ASSISTANT TEAM LEADER Joseph Lochridge and Suzanne Lecourt, members of the Albany Service
Corps, tend the Harvest for the Hungry garden on the State Office Campus in Albany Monday.

Community gardeners hope |

LOR

“With one out of nine people on food stamps, the
department is finding ways to facilitate
those who don't,” said Donna Hines, an.
anti coordinator with the USDA and

rescue” programs become as common as bottle
For Debbie Catozzi, associate director of the
ngarAdionNetwwkd‘NewYorkState,the
gleaning program might make possible an idea
that has mostly been hit-or-miss.
along time to try and
growing,” she said. Once an

infrastructure is built, farmers can get involved,

volunteers can be trained and users of gleaned food
can be educated about the value of fresh produce,
she said.

The coordination effort involves identifying
farmers who are willing to give away their surplus,
then lining up storage for large quantities of fresh
food at pantries that generally have minimal
copacity. : :

Efforts to assist the emergency food system will
help groups like the Food Pantries of the Capital
District, which has had a hard time collecting
donations, according to executive director Dawn
Primeau.

She asked 100 local businesses to consider

collecting for pantries this spring and received only

five responses. . .

“We rely on the state offices, but many of them
people are being laid off and displaced,” Primeau
said. “We're always thinking of new ways to raise
food, and gleaning is a traditional, historical way of
feeding poor people.” ;

The Focus Interfaith food pantry is receptive to
the idea because the pantry usually lacks fresh
pmduoe,amdingtodjmctorTomMcHeem.

“We never seem to be able to get enough fresh
produce,” McPheeters said. He plans to have
pantry staffeducated in the uses of fresh produce
so that they can pass the knowledge on to pantry
clients. “A lot of education needs to be done.”
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Sllver allows Assembly vote
on covering chiropractic care

' ALBANY — The Legislature’s most
powerful Democrat on Monday threw
his support behind legislation to re-
quire health insurers to pay for chiro-
practic service in New York.

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver’s
decision to allow & vote means the leg-
islation is virtually certainto pass and
be sent to Gov. George Pataki for ap-
proval or rejection. The state Senate
has already passed the bill.

The effort has been a crusade for
chiropractors and their patients. They
claim it is unfair that they are not
treated the same as doctors who take
care of back pain.

Businesses, however, predicted the

bill would dramatically increase the
cost of offering health insurance for
their employees. The state's Blue
Cross and Blue Shield plans estimat-
ed their annual chiropractic costs
alone would increase from $6.5 mil-
lion to $103 million.

Silver decided on Monday to allow
the vote because the bill had broad-
based support among Assembly mem-
he];’s, spokeswoman Patricia Lynch
said.

Earlier Monday, Pataki would not
tip his hand on where he stood on the
bill.

“We're waiting to see what happens
with the Legislature,” he said..

Courthouse workers deal reached

ALBANY — The state and a bar-
gaining unit repres_entipg aboqt 4,000

raise on April 1, 1997; and a 3 percent
or minimum $700 raise effective Oct. 1,

Service Corps granted funding

Gleaning program aids food pantries

By KAREN ROACH
Gazette Reporter

ALBANY — Four local residents
will help recover surplus food from
around the region to supply food pan-
tries over the next few months as part
of a federal program called the Sum-
merof Gleaning.

The program, part of President
Clinton’s AmeriCorps national serv-
icé initiative, has awarded the Albany
Service Corps a grant of $22,500 to pay
for the four workers for the summer.

The workers will be deployed
around a six-county area at farms, res-
taurants and other institutions to
gather extra food that could otherwise
gotowaste,

In return, the workers will get a
weekly stipend of ap proximately $170,
and if they stick with the program,
they will earn a $1,000 education
award at the end of the summer.

“In these days of dwindling re-
sources, and dwindling commitmeénts
from state and federal agencies, we
have to be creative,” said Masror Jerry
Jennings, in helping to announce the
grant. “This is an honor for us to be
chosen.”

Albany's program was the only one
in New York, and one of enly 20
around the country to be chosen for
grants under the Summer of Gleaning
program, according to Paul Winkeller,
director of the Albany Service Corps.

The idea of gleaning is based upon
the practice in biblical times, where
farmers would leave the edges of their
fields unharvested so the poor could
gather food there.

In the book of Leviticus, God com-
mands Moses to leave the gleanings of
the harvest for the “poor and the so-
journer.”

In more recent times, the practiceis
catching on across the country and in
thisarea,

The Hunger Action Network of New

York, a statewide anti-hunger group,
encourages gardeners to plant an ex-
tra row of vegetables and donate the
proceedsto a food pantry.

Also, the Regional Farm & F‘ood
Project, formed this year, serves as a
clearinghouse for volunteers interest-
ed in helping pick surplus fruits or
vegetables, and a contact for farmers
who have extra food to give.

Anyone interested in volunteering
or learning more about that organiza-
tion can write for more information to
27Elm St., Albany, N.Y. 12202,

One of the major problems with the
idea of gleaning, is that when a farmer
offers a field, volunteers and vehicles
must mobilize quickly. The Ameri-

Corps program will provide a steady
team of people ready to gather the
available food, program leaders said.

‘Winkeller estimates the team of
gleaners could result in another 10
tons of food being distributed to food
pantriesin the area.

He said the program will help feed
the 20,000 low-income people each
month who depend on food pantries in
Albany, Schenectady, Rensselaer,
Schoharie, Greene and Columbia
counties.

‘Marc Smith, the state execuuve ar
rector for the US. Department of Ag-
riculture’s Farm Service Agencr.
which is administering the progra
said the program will not only help:
feed the hungry, but will provide
learning experience for the. Mueriq
Corps workers.

“We're pleased to be a part lf 1l %
Smith said. “I think we've got a system
that can help. and we're loohns for
ward tothis.”

Senate

recess
assatled

v i ek
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Kentuciy

Moanticallo — Students partici
patng in the federal Amertcorps
Food- Rescue program gathered
1,000 pounds of fresh cabbage
for the poor., In thé process they
earned sch p money.
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Americorps crew saves fresh vegetables for the’ needy

Associated Press

MONTICELLO Ky — A mom-
ing's "' " yesterday will
mesn fresh cab for people in
need and some lettuce, of sorts, for
six students.

The studeﬂla;_m ldwoendgj on”a
Wayne Cou dto er about
1.0({;’l poundgtycf c:abbag%a that would
otherwise have been left to rot be-
cause it didn‘t meet commercial
standards. [n. the process, t
earned scholarship money thro
the federal Americorps pmgram

Dan Radiord. of Montmel[o said
it was the best of both worlds.
“I want to help the needy,” said

Radford, 23, a junior food-science -

major at the University of Kentucky.
“And, of course, ‘the schalarship
helps out. My mone;.r lS gemng kind
of hgb‘[_'* E2ER S NS

Americorps is a nanorlal program
that offers scholarship money and
stipends to students in exchange for
community work. Mondn?rs effort
was part of Americorps’ “Summer
of Gleaning and Food Rescue” pro-

gmm.

Gleaning teans picking up
what’s left after a field has been har-,
vested. In this case, farmer,‘any
McKinley donated cab ‘that
were either too small or too moldy

to setl. The mold is simply cut awayﬁ

after gleaning.

“Iit would sit there“and  rot ‘if
somebody didn't' come and get
them,” said team 'leader Damont
Drake, 37, of Corbin, a student at
Scuthern Baptist Theological Semi-
naﬁ' in Louisville. ;

e - recently helped distribute
gleaned fomatoes to about 300 fam-

ilies in th[ley,Con;mr ﬂ}rake
“his team wece. the

. Kentucky. nds, Empowerment
Zone, which 15, geceving milfions in
federal aid to develop the rural re-
gior,,

Mostofﬂrefoodw{llgolochan
ties in a I5-county area. M.
Robinson, food coordinator at'(;Od's
Food Pantry in” Somerset, said her
tfﬁmﬂ:es gets mostly canoed vegeta-

es

I think that's just wandertful that

we're going to get fresh vegetables

... Robinson said.
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. REDMOND, OREGON

AmeriCorps
to participate
in gleaning

Oregon will be one of 17
ptatcs where AmeriC OYps mem-
bers will participate in gleaning
and food rescue activities thie
summer as part of the U.S, De-
partment nf Agriculture’s ongo-
ing commitment to gleaning and
food rescue.

The project will assist low-in.

. come fl.miliel und the Oregon
Foc:l Bank Network in develap-

;:ograma to recover surplus

ce and processed foods.

AmenCorps is President
Clinton’s national service pro-

-gram, passed with bi-partisan

support from Congress, that al-
Jows young Americans of all
backgrounds to serve their com-
munities in exchange for educa-
tional awards that can be used to
pay for college, graduate school,
job training or student loans.

Any citizen or permanent
1I8. 'rsndont interested in work-
ing for the program in Oregon
may apply.

Information/applications:
g&;lsloBruLe Kohler at 1-541-465-
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CT Begins “Summer Of Gleaning”
With AmeriCorps Program

FSA To Administer Project

By Patricia Green .
“When you reap the harvest of your
land, do not reap the corners of your
Jfleld. and do not glean the fallen ears of
your crop...you must leave them for the
poor and theé stranger.” — Leviticus
WINDSOR, CT—OnApril 4, 1996 the
U.S. Department of Agriculture ap-
proved AmeriCorps' “Summer of Glean-
ing" program for Connecticut and Rhode
Island, and 15 other states across the
country. AmeriCorps members will glean
and rescue food to be distributed to the
hungry of the states in partnership with
local non-profit organizations and com-
munity groups. Farm Service Agency
personnel have been charged with the
administration of the program.
AmeriCorps 1s President Clinton's na-
tional service program, (passed with bi-
“partisan support from Congress) that
allows Americans to serve their com-
munities in exchange for educational
awards that can be used to pay for
college, graduate school. job training or
to pay back existing student loans. In
addition. each AmeriCorps member re-
celves a 82,242 living allowance for the
12 week program. A 81.000 educa-
tional award Is given upon completion
of their 480 hours of service. :
Vincent R. Majchier, FSA State Ex-
ecutive Director spearheaded the project
in Connecticut, urging Richard Burke,
USDA Rural Development Coordinator
to write the grant propoesal and develop
a budget despite the short (onc day)
window of opportunity they had before
application deadline.
According to Burke, it was Majchier's
encouragement and enthuslasm that

pushed everyone toaction. and sixshort
weeks later the program was under- |

way.

Ayl the swearing in ceremony for the
four Connecticut AmeriCorps members:
Alleen Martin of Amherst. MA; Shane
Brown and Daniel Beauvois of Windsor,
CT; and, Thomas Rhodes of Hartlord.
CT. Burke sald there has been a lot of
work done on the program to this point

but noted there still is a lot of work to
do.

Burke acknowledged the people from
the state’s two main food distribution
centers: Connecticut Food Bank in East
Haven and Food Share. based in
Windsor, stating thelr help was invalu-
able In the quest to distribute the pro-
duce gathered from the program to the
people. ;

Naacy Bergley of the Connecticut
Food Bank expressed her excitement
about the program and thanked the
AmeriCorps volunteers for devoting their
summer to the project.

She sald 1995 statistics showed
102,000 children tn Connecticut were
hungry or at the risk of going hungry,
and stated that for some of these chil-
dren, the only full meal they recetved
was atschool. Therefore, she concluded.
this program comes at an important
lime.

Executive Director of the Windsor
based Food Share, Gloria McAdams
agreed with Bergley, noting the concept
of gleaning as old as time. She stated
the most important reason for the glean-
ing project 1s because of the need by the
children, and stated that over 10% of
the nation’s population relies on soup
kitchens and food pantries to have
enough food to eat. *It only makes sense
that children who don't get enough to
cator the right things to eat aren't going
to grow or develop properly,” McAdams
sald.

State Executive Director Majchier,
expressed his excitement about the pro-
gram. that will aim Its gleaning efforts
at collection of produce from the fields
alter mechanized harvesting and the
appropriation of surplus and seconds
produce from large commercial grow-
ers. The later, of seconds produce s the
most sought after commodity.

“As a vegetable grower myself, I know
that when you pick produce, no matter
how good a farmer you are, there are
always some that have a blemish or
crack on them,” Majchier said. “This is
where we'come In with the gleaning
program and are able to partake in this
beautiful farm produce that we can get
to the peaple of the state,”
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'clm Dellrooc, left, and Christine Sikule were among uvml ahlldnn vol- They were among some 20 alunm at the Roger Barber farm in Middle-
untudng their time on Wednesday to help pick vegetables for Iiwnudr. )

'WASTE NO

burgh..

BRUCE SQUIERS Gazette Photoam her

ANTNOT

Capital Regwn youths pick over harvested fields for food pantnes

By LES HENDRIX
Gazette Reporter

MIDDLEBURGH — Seven-year-old Sarah Araldi
got out of cleaning on Wednesday by taking up
gleaning.

Sarah and 12 other members of the Seven Moun-
taineers4-H Club of Westerlo spent the morning
harvesting leftovers from the fields at the Roger
Barber farm south of Middleburgh.

“Iwouldjgt be watching a movie or cleaning my
room” if not working with the 4-H club, said Sarah.

The 4-Hkids and four college-age members of the
federal AmeriCorps volunteer program scavenged

about 3,000 pounds of cucumbers, squash and other

vegetables, estimated Tom Della Roeco, Albany

County director for the federal Farm Service Agen- -
¢y,

The food reached Capital Region food pantries
Wednesday night and some may even have been dis-
tributed to the needy in time for last night’s supper,
Della Roceo said.

Farm operatorJim Barber said harvesting crews
had been through the fields several times. Getting
the last of the edible foods when afield is past its
peak is no longer economical, he said.

Wednesday’s trip was the first for the 4-H club,
and members had mixed thoughts on whether they
would glean again.

Sal Spinnato, an 8-year-old who raises chickens
and sells the eggs, said he might return.

Sarah’s big brother, 8-year-old GregonrAraldi
said he’d glean again. He enjoyed eating waterme-
lon during his visit.

Micah Kuhar, 11, admittzdhe’d rather do someth-
ingelse, however.

DellaRoccosaidhe’s nut had any farmers turn
him down as he lines up local projeets forthe na-
tional “Summer of Gleaning.”

The Farm Service Agency, Albany Senice Corps

-and Capital Gleaning Network are sponsoring one

of 20 gleaning operations throughout the nation.

Projectvolunteers are gleaning fields in seven
area counties to help feed about 21,500 needy Capit-
al Region people. ¢

Besides 4-H groups, volunteers have come from
St.John the Baptist Church in Schenectady and the
SchenectadyJewish Community Center.

Ifgleaning is an unfamiliar word, don't feel alone,
“We had to ask what it was,” said Kathy Spumato,

 the 4-Hproject leader.

Over the years, gleaning has taken rootm commu-
nities across the nation.

The practice has spread to include the gleaning of
unsold items from supermarkets and restaurants.

Regionally, gleaning got its start in Franklin
County six years ago and has now spread to nearly
every county in the region, with efforts underway to
develop gleaning programs in counties that have
not already started one.

Gleaners in Franklin county last year kept about
212 million pounds of food from ending up in com-
postorin the garbage

The food was d:stributed tosevennorthem New
‘g:;ﬁount&es, New York City and two regional food
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. l‘.na'ddmon onAprﬂ2USDA
established a tﬁll ﬁ‘eehoﬂme (1-800-
GLRAN -IT)*to - provide * up-to-date
»mformaﬁou about- locu,l ind national
gleaning -and food rescue efforts.-The
‘hotline: will“help put:poténtial -food
donors into contact -with local food
distribistion Fprograms " Hnd * ‘ provide
goidahce to’ individugls interested in
1mtln2,‘lng pmg‘rams [+ thmr Wmmu-
mhes -

i | beheve ms a n.atural partner-
shxp to utilize AmeriCorps members
for*glsemné find ‘food ‘resciue *activ-
ities,” Glicknian said. “AmeriCorps is

a lughly effective progmm that gets

things done while s Coi-
munitiés, expandmg ednr.ahonal o:-l
portunity, ard encouraging person

responsitality, G!ea.m.ng and food res-
cue-are important ‘ways to engage

these volunteers to use avm.lable Te-

sources (o reduce hunger ip America”
it 'mneri{}orps i3 President " Clin-
~ton’s national service: program,
-passed with bi-partisan support from
Congxess that allows “Amiericans 'of
unds te serve their ‘com-
mumtnee in exchange for educational
awards that can be used to :pay ‘for
-college, graduate school, job training,
or.to pay back exisong studénts’
loans. USDA sponsors rural develop-
‘ment, environmental 0, and
anti-hunger pryjects t -engage up
to 1,350 of the 25,000 members i in the
overall AmeriCorps program. .
Any citizen or permanent regi-
. dent of the United States age *17 or
older can apply for the summer glean-
ing program. Anyone intarestsd can
eall (517) 337-6659 or 1-800-880-4183
for more information and for an appli-
catlon

s
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Timea Unla'STEPHEN WEAVER
ASSISTANT TEAM LEADER Joseph Lochndge and Suzanne Lecourt, members of the Albany Service
Corps, tend the Harvest for the Hungry garden on the State Office Campus in Albany Monday.

Community gardeners hope
to harvest bounty for hungry

M Albany Service Corps’
gleaning program aims to stock
food pantries with fresh produce

By CaILIN BROWN

Statf writar
Albany

he beating sun prompted an after-
T noan sprinkling Monday at the
Harvest for the Hungry communi-

ty garden, where food is grown entirely
for the poar.

~ Beside the sprouting carrots, lettuce, kale and
beets, government leaders and cormmunity-basad
organizations introduced 8 gleaning program that
is expectad to collect surphus food this year fora
l;:n;]ptﬂaﬁoninn'easingb'innmdaffuﬂ-pnntry

P

The *AmenCorps Summer of Gleaning” program
will be coordinated through the Alhany Service
Corps, which has received a $20,000 federal grant
for the program. The project will link the rural
farming community with the urban poor to direct
food that might otherwise go to waste.

“These four to aix corps members will gather 10
tons of food (fur) the emergency food system. That's
significant,” said Paul Winkeller, executive director
of the Albany Service Corps. He estimated the
carps workers will spend 2,000 hours over 12
weeks creating a system for valunteers to collect

food fram farmers and gardeners. Once surplus
food is collected from six counties, it will be
distributed through food pantries and soup
kitchens to about 20,000 low-income families in
Albany, Troy and Schenectady.

Efarts by assarted local agencies have been
fragmentad and not sufficiently coordinated,
Winkeller said.

Behind Winkellner, members of the Albany
Service Carps and AmeriCorps were busy
watering, weeding and thinning the community
garden at the State Office Campus where produce
is grown for Jocal food pantries and soup kitchens.

Albany is ane of only 20 gites nationwide to
which the U.S. Department of Agriculture has

allocated gleaning-program grant money.

“With one out of nine people on food stamps, the
department is finding ways to fadlitate
partnerships between those who have food and
those who don't,” said Donna Hines, an
anti-hunger coardinator with the USDA and
AmeriCorpe. She said she would like to see “food
rescue” programs become as common as bottle
recyching programa.

Far Debbie Catozz, assodiate director of the
Hunger Action Network of New York State, the
gleaning program might make possible anidea
that has mostly been hit-or-miss:

“We've been working for a lon'g time to try and
get a gleaning project growing,” she said. Once an
infrastructure is built, farmers can get involved,
volunteers can be trained and users of gleaned food
can be educated about the value of fresh produce,
she said.

The coardination effort involves identifying
farmers who are willing to give away their surplus,

then lining up storage for large quantities of freah
food at pantries that generally have minima]
capadty. L

Efforts to assist the emargency food system will
help groups like the Food Pantries of the Capital
District, which has had a hard time collecting
donations, according to executive director Dawn
Primeau.

Sha asked 100 local businesses to consider
collecting (or pantries this spring and received only
five roorrnoos

“We rely on the state offices, but many of them
are doing drives for their own employees because
people are being Jaid off and displaced,” Primeau
said. “We're always thinking of new ways to raise
food, and gleanmgm a traditional, historical way of
feeding poar people.”

The Focus Interfaith food pantry is receptive to
the idea becausa the pantry usually lacks fresh
produce, according to director Tom McPheeters.

“We never seem to be able to get enough fresh
produce,” McPhesters said. He plans to have
pantry staff educated in the uses of fresh produce
8o that they can pass the knowledge on to pantry
clients. “A lot of education needs to be dane.”
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CLARION LEDGER (JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI)

More than 250 AmeriCorps workers WI|| help out in state

B The program benefits both
the community and the
volunteers. 1| Qt/f

Hundreds of people will begin work in
Mississippi this fall, Gghting hunger,
teaching students, enhancing habitat for
the red-cockaded woodpecker and more.

“We're darn proud to get the help,”
said Don Bolinger, spokesman for the
U.S. Forest Service in Jackson.

The Forest Service will get 20 of the

TODAY'S EXTRA

mmuunzwworhmﬁnmkintha

‘Bienville National Forest through the

U.S. Department of Agricaltare’s Public
Lands and Environment Team, one of
five AmeriCorps programs guaranteed
funding for next year in Mississippi.

The others are Teach for America,
Delta Service Carps, USDA Rural Devel-
opment Team and the USDA Anti-Hun-
ger Team.

Thbe five programs are among 58 the

TO APPLY

Camummcam
sion on National and Community
Service at 982-6779 to apply to
work or to apply for a grant.

White House in June announced will op-
erabe in almost every state starting in
September. .

More programsa with another 200 to
250 jobe may be available for the state,

butﬁ:nhngforthunha-nt.be-ﬁ-l
ized, seid Marshs Meeks Kelly, execu-
tive director of the Mississippi ComXnis-
muNd:onduﬂGmmﬁySu
vice, which oversess this 4 .7"-
new-commmunity. servioe programs (o ex-
isting ones, such es Volunteers im Service
to America.

AmeriCorpe workers, age 17 and up,’
get. s living stipend of up to $7,500 and an
educationsal benefit of $4,725 to use for
college and vocational school.

See SERVICE, 5A



Service

From 1A

“I hadn't planned on going to
graduate school right away, but [
probably will now, since the money
will be there,” sald Glorla Drake, 22,
a Jackson State University senlor
who will be an AmeriCorps leader.

1 didn't know about the pay or
stipend when they asked me to fill
out an application,” Drake said, “1
just thought it would be a privilege,
it would be neat, to be a part of
that.” )

Drake will work with AmeriCorps
through the Greater Jackson Youth
Service Corps, which will oversee
the USDA Public Lands and Enwi-
ronment Team and the USDA Anti-
Hunger Team.

“We're in the process of recruit-
ingnow,” sald Alfred Martin, execu-
tive director of the Youth Service

rps.

“If you're looking for a job just to
get paid, this is not for you,” Martin
sald. “If you're interested In the an-
vironment, the community sround
you, then this might be for you.”

Martin sald he has been in con-
tact with several Delta-based orga-
nizatlons, letting them know people
will be avajlable to help.

He said the 18 workers will be
combing neighborhoods to Identify
people in need and ensure they
know what services are available.

“The agencies are going to know
the nooks and crannies of their
nelghborhoods, but the agencles are
often understaffed,” Martin eaid.
“Our goal Is to get the word out, sign

- up the people.”

“We havethe need,” sald Barbara
Mays, social service worker with
Humphreys County Union for Pro-
gress in Belzoni. “We have 13,000
people on food stamps in this coun-
ty, plus we have a lot of elderly.

“They're in need because they're
on a supplemental fixed-income,”
Mays said. She said a Meals-on-

“Wheels program now serves 300-400
people, but could expand.

Clint Floyd of Forest, district
ranger for the Blenville National
Forest, said the 20 people working
there will clean and improve & horse
trail and a walking trail and clear
away brugh that hampers move-
ment of the endangered red-cockad-
ed woodpecker,

Mississippi is home to about 200
rec-cockaded woodpecker colonies,
which generally range from one to
four birds, said Bob Glaggow, biole-
glst with the U.S. Forest Service In
Jackson. He said about halfof those
are in the Bienville Natlonal Forest.

Around the turn of the century,
enough old pine trees were in the
atate tc have up to 30,000 colonies in

slates and in Washinglon.

callonal materials for teachers.

pecker habllat.

WHAT'S OFFERED

AmeriCorps Natlonal Service Programs In Misslssippl

® Teach lor America: Bégun in 1989, this national leachers corps
has put 2,300 teachers Into inner-city and rural areas. Mississippi's Del-
ta will get some of the 1,000 members who will be spread over 13

W Delta Service Corps: Covering 45 Mississippl counties and parts
of Loulsiana and Arkansas, 145 volunieers in each state wilf work with
communily organizallons on local needs. Examplea Include Improving
children’s literacy, helping lhe elderly remain Independent, and improv-
Ing state parka. This will be the program's third year.

W USDA Rural Development Team: In the Delta region of Arkan-

- 8as, Loulsiana and Missistippl, 87 members will work on economlc and
environmenlal projecls, including Improving fvestock waste ireatment
In 13 southwest Misslssippl counties and producing environmental edu-

8 USDA Public Lands and Environment Team: This team of 20
members wil work in the Bienville Nallonal Fores! improving the Scenle
Pine Trall and Shockaloé Trall and enhancing Red-Cockaded Wood-

® USDA Anti-Hunger Team: Run in parinership with the Greater
Jackson Youth Service Corps and local anti-hunger groups, 15 mem-
bers wil go to Humphreys and Sunflower counlies. They T help increase
the number of senlor citizens recelving meals and increase school
based summer food service programs.

mixture of persons — city and local,
male and fernale, minorlty and non-
minority," Floyd said. "I'm expect-
ir}g some good things will come out
of it."

Teach for America Is a blt difTerent
than other teams, because it is a pro-
feaslonal corps whose college-gradu-
ate members will teach in the Delta
with local achool boards providing
the pay, sald Elizabeth Lach, a
epokeswoman for Teach for America.

The number of Teach for Ameri-
ca workers for Mississippi isn't
known yet, but their past work has
been appreciated.

“It's definitely been an asset to
the district,” said Booker Anderson,
assistant superintendent of the
Hollandale S8chool District in
Wasghington County,

“Even though they don't stay but
for a year or two, it gives us time to
find people in key areas, for exam-
Ele. math and foreign languages,”

e said. “And these kids get some
good teaching experiance.”

Clarence Lovelady, director of
community services in the state De-
partment of Education, sald the
Delta Service Corps' 146 members
will work in numarous areas such as
driving health center outreach vans,
tutoring students and helping Hab-
itat for Humanity in Jackson and
Coahoma County.

H¢ said it's the program'’s third
year, and It attracts people from In-

bers than we can fill,” Lovelady
sald.

Fred Singleton, 39, of Jackson,
sald the Delta Service Corps has
given him a purpose. A game war-
den who had to go on disability from
an on-the-job injury, Singleton said
he started drifting until a woman he
met gave him an application.

“It’s been a wonderful experience
ever since then. I've learned a lot,
I've done a Jot for myself,"" he sald.
“Delta Sarvice Corps has really
openad up a new pathway for me.”

Singleton sets up group activities
at Daybreak, 441 W, Pascagoula St.,
Jackson's only daytime homaeless
shelter. With three years of college
at Delta State Unlverelty In Cleva-
land, Singleton now hopes to finish
school at Jackson State University.

Among the things he learned at
the Delta Service Corps training,
Singleton aald, was the similarity of
races. ‘‘Before then, you know,
sometimes you think whits people
don't care,” he said. “‘There 1
learned, for the first timein mylife, I
wos wronhg.”

Kelly, with the Mississippl Com-
mission on Natlonal and Commu-
nity Service, gaid individuals and
communities benefit from this

work.

“It's like the Peace Corpa. a do-
mestic Peaca Corps. You're going
into a community to help them
solve their problems,” she said.
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slots for graduate students to
counsel families. That would
double the size of the program,
sald Barbara King, executive di-
rector of the center.

Clinton’s national service pro-
gram, called AmeriCorps, is de-
signed to attract mostly college-
age students to work a year for a
minimum-wage salary of at least

. §7,500 and then after e year's
tour,’a voucher worth $4,725 to
srend on cYllege or other educa-
tioria} prograin. The 7,000 siots

By James W, Brosnan
The Commerclal Appeal
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON ~— The Clinton
administration Monday &es-.
signed 7,000 national service-
slots to needy areas, including
301 to the Mississippi-Arkansas. ,
Louisiana Delta, but not one to
Memphis or West Tennessee,

However, that could change
‘ this fall, when the next round of

1. awards to promote national ser- “shndtinced Monday were for na-

"vice are announced. The Ten- -tiona or multi-state programs
nessee Commission on National: “operated by federgl agencies or

)| Community Setvice t_oda¥ is sub- - ‘notfofprofit, grghips. Another

mitting thé maxithum eight &p- 13,000 w!i1 be Awarded through a
plications for the fall awards, in« :cpmpetition between the states.
cluding two from Memphis..
The Center ° for, Drug-Fre¢ . Espy, a [ormet M(3sissippi con-
Schools also-is seeking 2§ .full- " grefdmAn, darhered more than
time and 20 part-time slots, pric ;1,200 of the slots for variond ru-
" marily for Rhodes College Stt« . ral ;rﬁmns add a fourth of
dents to mentot elembntary dnd Wrho it to the Delta.
middle-school< students * dnd’ ' About half fhe Delta slots, 145,
operate After-sthool arts”and:. continue a pilotprogram known
fsports programs.- ‘' s the Delta Sérvice Cbrps in
“We're sute to be shottind’ " , Arkangag and Lou-
from the rooftops if it comes !
through,” said Bette Garmer, al*(D-Ark.) ' got #&Uthdrized two
school pdychologist ‘Bt thé: cen- . years agd, The Corpd members,
ter.” .. .-t 4N whotangein age from the 209 &
The Exchange Clab i:hi[d . the 80s, work throtvghout the
Abuse Preventiofi- Ceénter "'ify '"Delld &t Hedd -Stdrt centers,
Memphis, worklnf With $everal  he
other local agenc 8;5 ‘seeking

[ -40- full-titde: and

PRI ol 1

Agriculture Secretary. Mike.

]Hisslssigpl
slapa that Sen. Dale Bumpers’

_ th clinlés 4nd bousing sites,
. saldClarence I.ovelﬁdy,dlre.ctor -
phn-;lrooﬁ, ofo:'thg'c_"dlvlﬂpu ,HI_JI' gomm’m!!?'

Delta areas score with jobs
from national service plan

services in the Mississippi De-
partment of Education.

Also in Mississippi: C

B Fifteen AmeriCorps mein-
bers will work in Sunflower and
Humphreys counties to help
poor families take advantage of
government food programs and
tax advantages {or lower-income
people. g

@ Four will help the poor in
Clarksdale obtain  routine
health care before they get sick.

W Twenty out of Jackson to -
prove the habitat and facilities
along the Shockaloe Trail to in-
crease awareness of the Red
Cockaded Woodpecker.

In Arkansas five AmeriCorps
members were assigned to For-
rest Clty, Osceoloa, Hope, Pine
Bluff, and Fort Smith as partofa
10-state effort by the Associ-
ations of Farm Worker Opportu-
nity Programs to teach safe use
of pesticides,

Memphis didn't get a cut of
any of the pational or agency
programs partly because anti-
hunger teams were assigned
only to the Delta area and to Los
Angeles, Washington, Los An-

eles, Milwaukee and Vermont.

1so, the Justice Department as-
signed {ts members to seven of
the 21 Weed-and-Seed anti-drug
ﬁrograma Memphis doesn't
ave a Weed-and-Seed program

yet.
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‘Domestic Peace Corps’

Clinton
Volunteer

old can apply to wo . ora
varicty of projects and earn

moncy for college tui ?ﬁlgg.

volunteers $4,725 a gear.in"_‘] n |
foruptotwoyean dor §

community perviee
i

ton signed leg:slation for Ameri-
Corps, a program that pays tultion
money for public s’e?vi pm-a.
gram, a gms between

sevelt's viha.nComervalﬂoﬁ Corps
and John F. Kennedy's Peace Corps,

will ‘September, -

Seudents SEIGAR 17 yars B G
apply to work foravaﬁetyofproj—
ects Sponsored by the “domestic
Peace Corps.” 5

On Monday, Ameri(}m'pé.aimﬂed
two national service grants in lowa.

The Des Moines “I Have A Dream”
program, a dropout prevention pro-
gram, was awarded $700,000, amd
the Association of Farmworker Op-
portunity Program was awarded
$1.2 million to train migrant and sea- -
sonal farm workers in pesticide
safety in the Midwest flood states,
including Iowa. The association also
will work to improve farm workers’
access to health, educaﬁon and sup-
pon semws

.

b A

area. Each student in the o]
receive $1,700 for educau;:s :T
Post-secondary achool upon high

‘volunteer in
fee! w&wwymm

Emme Subsidy _'."i -
ioﬁnson sald the 53;! Conserva 2
penses Bty ¥ 6008 g?ﬁ;

non-college. gmdnates nnd gw

fog

‘ The 53 Ameri(}o

winners nationwide represent .

one-mnﬂoftheproyamstﬁatw;lu '

be operating by the end of the year
two-thirds will be se-

lected mﬂﬁ a competitive pmcm

ona state—by—state b.n.spit::;i y
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® Volunteers sought
- for AmeriCorps

President’s program encourages
young to do community service

By BOB BUYER
"‘News Staff Reporier

President Clinton’s AmeniCorps program 1o cin-
courage young pcoplc to do community service and
obtain advanced cducation has opened an office just

outside East Aurora and is recruiting volunteers
t. The sfficc at 50 Commcrce Way is inviting appli-
cations through mid-August. ’

“We arc recruiting five people now,” said John |
-, Whitney of the U.S. Soil Conservation Service and ¥
‘the Erie County Soil and Water Conscrvation District. « o
“Applicants have to be over 17 and™may even be ™
adults with- professional skills and no longer in search
of more education. Qur work begins Sept. 19,” Whit-
ney said. <
Under the AmeriCorps program. volunicers work
1,700 hours in assigned rural development or conser- ™
vation jobs. In return, they receive $12,000 a vear and (8
qualify for up to $4,725 in college tuition payments ar
loan forgiveness 3

The program, .Ju:]l!!;'-l;:f';h by U.S. Agriculture '
Department subunits, has funded 556 separate proj-
ects in its first vear. '

The East Aurora operation. one of five in New
York, has an initial budget.of $85,000. L

“Cur program 1s analogoys to a domestic Peave
Curps program.” Whitney ‘said.

‘It's not a job training program, though some

skills, like using our computerized cqui r-f..ul will be
involved. AmertCorps is a program 10 encourage peo- :
ple, especially college students. to dedicate 1.700 %
hours to domestic community service.” ,

The East Aurora AmeriCorps unit will assemble s
information for the Geographic Information System, 4 /

computerized map system. The project will pather
maps and information about soil, ground watcr,
stream flow and landscape, *making them readily ac-
cessible and understandable.

"Once that’s done, the maps can be printed on any
scale, overlaid on other maps along with data on wid-
ter quality in ways that arc difficult to do by paper,
Whitney said

The system will help local planners and developers
as well as promote long-term community planning and
environmental protection.

“The ... work will pull togcther casily accessibic
information that people sometimes overlook about lo-
cal resources in the frequent clashes between commu-
nity development and environmental protection inter-
ests,” Whitney said.

As examples, he mentioned projects such as locat-
ing a gravel mine, a manufacturing plant, a housing

- subdivision and a shopping mall.
Whitney said Eden has become the first lire
- County municipality to develop the technology. In a
_private contract, it has acquired the needed computer
hardware and softwarc to make it work.

Eden Supervisor Sue Bissonctte said the town has
a contract for less than $9,000 with Intelgis Corp. of
the Town of Tonawanda to assemble the information.

i “Wc?re alrcady usmg it as much as we can,” she
h said. “I‘fwe gjad (t_ is) in the past, Wc'would not. haw..

nm ) .mmn ﬂnnﬂlmr mess : S L
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Delta areas score with jobs
| from national service lan
1 P
1 : slots for graduate students to services in the Mississippi De-
t- By James W, Brosnan, coungel families. That would partment of Education.
o The Commercial Appeal double the size of the program, Also in Mississippi:
Washington Bureau 5ald Barbara King, executive di- m Fifteen AmeriCorps mem-
2 — rector 6f the center. bers will work in Sunflower and
g WASHINGTON — The Clinton Clinton’s pational service pre- Humphreys counties 10 help
_ administration Monday  8s-. gram, called AmeriCorps, is de- poor families take advantage of
L| signed 7,000 national service. signed to attract mostly college- government food [irograms and
v* slots to needy areas, including age studentsto work a year fora tax advantages for lower-income
i| 301 to the Mississippi-Arkansas. . minimum-wage salary of at least peo%}e. :
7| Louisiana Delta, but not one to . $7,500 and then after 2 year's ® Four will help the pooT in
#| Memphis or West Tennessee. tour,'a voucher worth 34,725 to Clarksdale obtain routine
3 However, that could change spend 6n college or other educa- heglth care before they get sick.
A" this fall. when the nextroundof 't oria} program. The 7,000 slots | Twenty out of Jackson to {m-
“{' awards to promate national ser- “shndtince Monday were for na- prove the habitat and facilities
(frvice are announced. The Ten: -tonal or multi-state programs along the Shockaloe Trail to in-
/| nessee Commission o1 Nat{gnials ‘operated by federsl ageéncies or. crease awareness of the Red
| Community Setvice today is sub- - ‘not-Lof-profit, grotips. Another Cockaded Woodpecker.
| mitting' thé maximum e ght ep-. "13,000 will be Awarded through a In Arkonsas five AmeriCorps
lcations for the fall awards, in. -competition between thestates. —members were assigned to For-
cluding two from Mem his.. ', Agticulture Secretary. ‘Mike. rest City, Oscecloa, Hope, Pine
The Centef  for _ru%-Free_ -_--E;pgr, a formef MI3sissippi con- Bluff and Fort Smith as partofa
Schools also-19 seeking 2 full- §re 4mhAn, darfiered more than 10-state effort by the Associ-
time and 20 pari-time slots, pri« ;1,200 of the slots for variou$ ru- ations of Farm Worker Opportu-
marily for Rhodes College gtiis - ral sgr‘?érams and a fourth of nity Programs to teach safe use
dents$ to mentor glembntarz,and Wtho nt to the Delta. of pesticides.
middle-schdol* §tudents “and”  About half fhe Delta slots, 145, Memphis didn't get a cut of
operate after-sthool arts’and:. continue a pilot program known any of the pational or agency
sports programs.’ ' " ag the Delta Servite Cbrps in programs partly because anti-
§ “We'Te sute to be shoting’ 'Idisslséi pl, Arkansas and Lou- hunger teams Wwere assigned
'from the rooftops if it comes; islapa that Sen. Dale Bumpers' onlyto the Delta area and to Los

through,” said Bette Garnef, at

“(D-Ark) ' got #&uthorized: WO

Angeles, Washinglon, Los An-

school pdychologist it the: ten - yedrs ago, The Corps members, geles, Milwaukee and Vermont.
SHE " O ot gy 8 P o ® i/ who tangein ajge from the 20 t& Also, the Justice Department as-
The Exchange  Clubd Thild . the 80s, Work throughout the signed its members to seven of
Abuge Prevention:- Ceénter it ‘spelja &t Hedd .Stirt centers, the 2l Weed-and-Seed anti-drug
Memphis, working With dsvaral | health clinics and housing sites, - Ercgrams. Memphis doesnt
other local agencies, 'geaking ; SaldClarenca Lovelddy,director * have 2 Weed-and-Seed program
-~ 1.10- full-tifie; and _id ‘yet.
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VOLUNTEERISM _ o LQ[Q'-{

Clinton sends corps of 85 to fight
hunger in Vit.

By Nancy Bazilchuk
Free Press Staff Writer

President Clinton's national youth
service corps program is coming to Ver-
mont in the fall — 85 strong.

In this first year of Clinton's service
program, 40 of the volunteers will serve
with the newly formed Vermont Anti-
Hunger Corps, officials with Sen. Patnck
Leahy, D-Vt, said Friday. Vermont was
slated to get 20 volunteers under the
plan, but Leahy was able to increase the
state’s share by 65, Leahy staffers said.

Clinton's AmeriCorps is a two-year
program designed to belp young adults
earn money toward a college education

—. : through work in service programs.

The volunteers' goal will be to in-
¢rease participation in federal food pro-
grams and to expand the services offered
under the programs, state officials said.

“Having 65 full-time participants is
going to have a tremendous impact on
local needs, particularly in the huneer
area,” said Kathie Blair, executive direc-
tor of the Vermont Commission on
National and Community Service. “Hav-
ing this program be funded really gives
us a leg up and allows us to get the most
out of our hunger programs.”

See CORPS, 25
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CORPS: 85 on the way

Continued from Page 18

Volunteers will work with the
federal Head Start Program, in
day care centers, food shelves and
schools.

Twenty-five other volunteers
will work for the Vermont Youth
Conservation Corps, the non-
profit, state-affiliated service
corps that will put 250 young
adults to work outdoors building
hiking trails and improving recre.
ation and wildlife areas.

“It is a major,  major deal for
the Youth Corps,” said Thomas
Hark, executive director of the
corps. Twenty of the 25 will work

in a nine-month partnership with
the Green Mountain National
Forest on conservation projects
and also will be trained to lead

Youth Corps teams. This will fill’

the corps’ need for leaders and
allow the corps to add 200 more
me;nbm next summer, Hark
sai

 “One af the critical things for
us is finding good leaders,” he
said, “This year we had 1,000
kids apply but the critical factor
is leaders.”

The remaining 20 w:ll be as-
signed to different projects
around the state. :
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Chartestsn, SC

S.C. to get workers from
AmeriCorps program

ARsooiaind Progs

South Carolina will get more
than 100 AmeriCorps national ser-
viee workers In September Lo work
on community-based projeets.

The projects Include after-school
programs, home bullding, rural de-
velopment, environmental testing
and lm eounseling, U.S. Sen. Fritz
Hol D-S.C., said Monday.

- AmeriCorps members spend one
yuar in youth service leader-
ship training. The program is sim!-
lar to a domestic Peace Corps It
stems {rom the Natienal and Com-
munity Service Trust Act President
Clinton signed last fall. _

The South Carelina projects in-
clude:

o City Year Im;nm, Columbia:
$h youths would work for 8 year in

Richland and Lexington countles,
Projects include after-schosl pro-
grams, home bulldiag, and con-
struction of nature tralis.

B8 Rural Development, stalewica:
37 college and professional schodl
graduates to work on rural devel-
:frmnt programs under supsgvi-

on of the state offices of the US.
Agricullure riment. The greup
alse will conduet environmental
studies.

| Youth Velunteer Corps of
America, Anderson, Laurens and
Spartanburg counties: Nine yoyths
will work on education and public

safety programs.

| lg’a’tl&:ml Multiple Sclervsis So-
¢lety, statewide. Nine members
will tecsuit people to help home-
bound people with multiple sclero-
818,
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AmeriCorps to help restore
some of Columbia Slough |

W Workers in the new program
will receive a small monthly
wage and college tuition credits
for their part in the project

-

By JOE FITZQIBBON
Corrsspondent, The Oregonian

At least two dozen of President
Clinton’s newly created AmeriCorps
wbrkers will be helping restore por-
tiens of the Columbia Slough before
the end of summer.

On Monday, President Clinton an-
nounced the creaton of Ameri-
Corps, a cadre of 20,000 young men
and women to work on soil conser-
vation projects in return for college
tuition waivers and monthly living
expenses.

In a program Dpatterned after
Peace Corps and Vista, college-aged
young people will work for a year
restoring wildlife habitats, farm-
lands and urban greenspaces. In ad-
difion to a stipend of about §700 a
month, AmeriCorps volunteers will
earn a 4,725 tuition credit to be ap-
plied to a college of their choice.

The Corporation for National and
Community Service (CNCS), under
the guidance of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, selected a Portland

project to restore portions of the Co-
lumbia Slough and Whitaker Pond
as a model for the national service
program.

“This sends out an important mes-

sage to the entire region, but espe-
cially the African-American commu-
pity that we are going to do
something about environmental
damage,” sald Metro Councilor Ed
Washington, who co-sponsored the
project proposal with Portland State
Professor Barry Messer. Washing:
ton grew up in North Portland near
the Columbia Slough and said that
he has made its restoration a per-
sona] goal.

“People of color have been fishing
and using the slough for recreation
and it's long past time we make it
the jewel i#t's always had the poten-
tial to be.”

According to Messer, the program
will hire 20 youths full-time to work
on restoration prgjects along the
slough over the next two years. An-
other dozen parttime college stu-
dents will act as mentors for high
school students from Roosevelt,
Grant, Jefferson and Marshall high
schools studying natural resource
management along the 18-mile wa-
terway.

Messer said that he and Washing-

B WHATTM newty creared AmenCorps
to help solve environmental problems.

W WHO'S IN [T; High school and college
students.

B WHAT DO THEY .DO: In Portiand, the
job will be work along the Columbia
Stough and Whitakes Pond

i WHAT DO THET GET: A $700 monthly
stipend and up to $4,728 in tuiticn cred-
is.

W WHERE TO CALL:Contact E¢ Wash-
ington at Metro, 797-1546 or call 1-800-
94ACORPS.

ton spent more than a year drafting
the slough proposal and expected
work to get under way around
Labor Day. *

“The actual amount of money we
will have to spend has not been de-
termined yet, but it might be close to
$1 million,” said Messer.

For its initial year, CNCS will
fund 42 different AmeriCorps proj
ects operating in 32 states. Po d
and five other urban sites were se-
lected for funding, including Atlan-
ta, Chicago, East St. Louls, Boston
.nd Washington, D.C.
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By JOAN GALLER
St Whet

One yesr after President Clin-

unveil a national service program
— offering America’s students a
paycheck and acholarship for per-
forming community services —
the project is off and running.
Twenty young New Jerseyans
will be selected this summer to
sorve ohe-year stints on reato-
ration projects invelving thres
major watersheds: the Raritan
River, Arthur Kill, and the
Musconatcong.

Actusl work should start some-
time this fall after the students ars
solected and trained, with Unilon
County getting half or more of the
workers to help restore the
180-acre Arthur Rill Watershed,
szld Carloa Henning, deputy state

partment of Agriculture.

Henning was present yestarday
when Rep. Frank J. Pallone Jr.
announced the Garden BState's
share in the national service in-
itistive to reatore watersheds dut-
Ing & news conference in Plscata-
way's Johnson Park. '

Pallone spake with his back to
the Raritan River, into which
mueh of the 1,100-acre Raritan
River watsrshed flows from
portions of Middlesex and Mon-
mouth counties, his 6th Congres-
sional District, and from Somerset
County,

5 ident Clinton has made
national service a high priority,
and 1 would like to see this Initiat-
iva continue,” said Pallone, 8 Dem-
|oceat.
| "Here in the Raritan River Val-
llay, as well as along the Bayshore,
‘[r_o certainly need soma restoration
jwork done,” he said. “This is an
larea with great potnnt.lll for rec-
‘reation and scenie beauty.”
| Pallons’s
‘timed to coincide with similar
announcements In Washington,
D.C., and across the nation, in-
“‘eluding one from the office of Rep.
.FRobert Menendez, & Democrat
whose 13th Congressional District
includes portions of Union and
Middlesex counties. Menendez
worked with Union County offi-
bials to ensure the Arthur Kill
Watershed's inclusion in the proj-
act.

' “This program is a great deal fo!
New Jeorsey,” Menendez said. "It

to get 20 helg

" all of us po ses and
| ton visited Rutgers University to *

consarvationist for the U.S. De--

announcement was

dellvers gn the presjdent” Smlﬁ
oo Eﬁh&! |
0 ts home X

Menehdez credite . Reps.
Donald ¥. Payne b
for suppprting oration of

Arthur |Kill watershed, whi

draina 19 of Unign ty's 41
munlcl ities the

and R y tivery, Momses Creck
and Pilp ok, and | parts of

northerg Middlesqz County.
The Musconetdong Wate!
accorutipdates Hir , Mar-
tis, Susdex, and Warren| counties.
‘The New Jotsey| watershed proj-
ects are part of & matiogwide pro-

gram ugder the U.8. D'LE. t
of Agriqultyre that will ultima
place 1{300 AmeriCorps nal

service | partielp tl.Emu'huut

urban| and tyral America,
Menet | :
|h'!'hc SDA p m'i.l.lbaﬂ:u
rgeet pingle feds oy com-
‘ponent| of the tio.::ln e
'Initiatipe and ameng thp first to be
funded| through [the (orporation

:::. Naflonal and unity Ser-

Now| Jerss ntly bas 120
studenis involved in various cam-
munity ssrvice (proj created
tltgln the p cithy ar undnbr'
‘AmeriCorps, whic
[lished | by the National B:‘ﬂq;u
Trust [Act. By [1986, the stals’s
nationgll service corpd is expedied
to h 300 to 400, |

The 20 studen ded for New
Jerseyfs watershed restoration ac.
tion thams will pe recruited fhom
areas | where Uhemployment ez-
ceads the U.8. skerage, now at 6.8
percagt, and those panta
who bigh school diplomas will

have pn o Hanity to in
i ntiopﬂ%
D accelery

the gtate's v

bigh gchools t

diplogue progragm, Pallone said.
Ea¢h will be paid a ptipend of at

least $7,500 fox performing 1,700

hourd of work, [or 40-hour ks

for nihe monthg, duritg the c

of onp year. Thpy also will ive

a $4,725 vouchdr paysable after the

work k ewlﬂn ad di to their.
]:o onal ¢o| e or past col-
ege qabt. | ;

T who opt to work partitime
can fhifill the whrk eht by
splitfing the wprk , perform-
ing 900 hours [each year for two

said Jan USDA soil
consfrvationist for New Jersy

Oyce trained teams will

1
. .
|

N.J. watersheds

X

FRANK ). PALLONE IR,

Avounced sisi's shary

reach out to communities impac-
tad by the watarsheds to inventory,
assete, snd implement plarned
activides, ¢he sald. " ¢ .7
Thelr work will lacluds soll’
ercelon abatsment, improvemsat '
of water quality and habitet, cre-
ation of buffer areas of grase and
trees, restoration of wetlands, and
stresmbank stabilisstion, and
copmunity cleanup projects.
Some students will handls tech.
nical aspects, whils others will
engage In physical labor, she said,
on public and private lands. « -
Henning eredited Unlon County
with advancing its own ageoda last
ysar by submitting & that
the state USDA office latez incor:!
porated in ith federal appostion.
“We took the proposals ‘from
whare there was a demonstrated
interest, where they were ready,
willing, and able,” he explained.
Haeoning said his offics’ inttially
requested 84 student e
for &m“% ?‘t!ojnt. 30
to to on County ta
meet its demjonstrated Mﬂyfﬂ
restotation of the Arthur X
Watershod. -+~ +

sk ki "u““nuﬁ' = g
short o g0 '
he expects Union County ﬁ
got half or more of the planned
manpower and funding to handle
the necessary work. - o
The Raritan River and
Musconetcong watersheds werd
includsd, Henning added, based on
the atate USDA omn'-m-uq
of nesd and ongoing work, -
To apply for the USDA watar-

shed programs, eall toll-free: (800)
850-4183. it ]

S Write Rathiesn Hopiva conti-
uted to Ohle report.
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AmeriCorps to help restore
some of Columbia Slough _

@ Workers in the new program
will recelve a small monthly
‘wage and college tuition credits
for their part in the project

-

By JOE FITZGIBBON
Cormapmdmt. The QOregonian

N least two dozen of President
Clinton’s newly created AmeriCorps
wprkers will be helping restore por-
tiens of the Columbia Slough before
the end of summer.

On Monday, President Clinton an-
nouneced the creation of Ameri-
Corps, a cadre of 20,000 young men
and women to work on soil conser-
vation projects in return for college
tultion waivers and monthly living
expenses.

In a program Dpatterned after
Peace Corps and Vista, college-aged
young people will work for a year
réestoring wildlife habitats, farm-
lands and urban greenspaces. In ad-
dition to a stipend of about §700 a
month, AmeriCorps volunteers will
earn & $4,725 tuition credit to be ap-
plied to a college of their choice.

The Corporation for National and
Community Service (CNCS), under
the guidance of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, selected a Portland

project to restore portions of the Co-
lumbia Slough and Whitaker Pond
2s a model for the national service
program.

“This sends out an important mes-
sage to the entire region, but espe-
cially the African-American commu-
nity that we are going to do
something about environmental
damage,” sald Metro Councilor Ed
Washington, who co-sponsored the
project proposal with Portland State
Professor Barry Messer. Washing:
ton grew up in North Portland near
the Columbia Slough and said that
he has made its restoration a per-
sonal goal.

“People of color have been fishing
and using the slough for recreation
and it's long past time we make it
the jewel it's always had the poten-
tal to be.”

According to Messer, the program
will hire 20 youths full-time to work
on restoration prcjects along the
slough over the next two years. An-
other dozen parttime college stu-
dents will act as mentors for high
school students from Roosevelt,
Grant, Jefferson and Marshall high
schools studying natural resource
management along the 18-mile wa-
terway.

Messer said that he and Washing-

I WHAT:The newly created AmeriCorps
to help solve environmenta problems,

1 WHO'S IN [T High school and college
students.

W WHAT DO THEY.DO: In Portland, the
job will be work along the Columbia
Siough and Whitaker Pond

il WHAT DO THET GET: A $700 monthly
stipend and up to $4,725 in tuiticn cred-
fis.

8 WHERE TO CALL:Contact Ed Wash-
ington at Metro, 797-1546 or call 1-800-
94ACORPS.

ton spent more than a year drafting

the slough proposal and expected

work to get under way around
Labor Day.

“The actual amount of money we
will have to spend has pot been de-
termined yet, but it might be close to
$1 million,” said Messer.

For its initial year, CNCS will
fund 42 different AmeriCorps proj-
ects operating in 32 states. Portland
and five other urban sites were se-
lected for funding, including Atlan-
ta, Chicago, East St. Louls, Boston
and Washington, D.C.
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MEMPIIIS, TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 199+

By James W, Brosnan
The Commerclal Appaal
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The Clinton
administration  Monday

slots to needy areas, including

Louisiana Delta, but not one to
Memphis or West Tennessee.
| However, that could change
§ this fall, when the nex? round of
| awards to promote national ser-
"vice are anndunced. The Teh:
|| nessee Commission on National
)| Community Setvice tpda{_is sub-
mitting' thé maxithum eight &p-
plications for the fall awards, in:
cluding two from Memphis.. .
The Center ~ for!s Drug-Free

as- .
signed 7,000 national service-

301 to the Mississippi-Arkansas- ,

Delta areas score with jobs
from national service plan

slots for graduate students to
counse! families. That would
double the size of the program,
sald Barbara King, executive di-
rector 6f the center.

Clinton’s national service pro-
gram, called AmeriCorpsg, is de-
signed to attract mostly college-
age students to worR a year for a
minimum-wage salary of at least

. §7,500 and then after a year's
tour,'a voucher worth $4,725 to
spend on cBllege or other educa-
tiora) prograin. The 7,000 slots

“ghndtinced Monday were for na-

“.Yooa or mulli-state programs

i"operated by federsl agencies or
notfot-profit, grghips. Another

. 713,000 w11 be Awarded through a

scpmpetftion between the states.

Agticulture Secretary Mike.

--Espy, a [ormet M(3sissippt con-

Schools also-19 seeking 20 full- " grebsmAn, darhered more than
time and 20 part-time slots, pri. 1,200 of the slots for variou$ ru-
" marily for Rhodes College Stti:  ral programs and a fourth of
dents to mentot ‘exemtnzaq,and:\a tho nt to the Defta.

middle-schéol< atudents ‘ and” ' About half the Delta slots, 145,
operate after-sthool arts”and:. continte a pilo? program known
isports programs. - ‘.. #s the Delta Servite Cbrps in
i “We're sute to be shoutind’ ‘flissiséiﬂpi. Arkansas and Lou-
from the rooftops if it comes. Isiana that Sen. Dale Bumpers
through,” said Bette Garner, a{=(D-Ark.) ' got &Uthorized two
school pdychologist ‘Bt thé. cen- - years agd, The Corpd members,
ter.” .. .-t 47" whotangein age from the 208 tb
The Echange Club thita . the 808, work throughout the
Abuse Prevention- Cemer"m.'“Dega &t Hedd -Stdrt centers,

Memphis, working Wwith $éveral , he
es .
o pa;)-,ume:,' _of-‘thédivister ol.

P RV R S L

other local agenc
10- full-tifde: "and

i

‘ th clinies and housing sites, -
‘seeking - suid Clarence Lovelady, director
community -

services in the Mississippi De-
partment of Education.

Also in Mississippi:

m Fifteen AmeriCorps meim-
bers will work in Sunflower and
Humphreys counties to help
poor families take advantage of
government food programs and
tax advantages for lower-income
people. G

@ Four will help the poor in
Clarksdale obtain  routine
health care before they get sick. |

H Twenty out of Jackson to lin-
prove the habitat and facilities
along the Shockaloe Trail to in-
crease awareness of the Red
Cockaded Woodpecker.

In Arkansas five AmeriCorps
members were assigned to For-
rest City, Osceoloa, Hope, Pine
Bluff, and Fort Smith as partofa |
10-state effort by the Associ-
ations of Farm Worker Opportu-
nity Programs to teach safe use
of pesticides.

Memphis didn't get a cut of
any of the national or agency
programs partly because anti-
hunger teams were assigned
only to the Delta area and to Los
Angeles, Washington, Los An-
geles, Milwaukee and Vermont
Also, the Justice Department as-
signed its members to seven of
the 21 Weed-and-Seed anti-drug
grograms. Memphis doesn’t

ave a Weed-and-Seed program
‘yet.

S—




AmenCorps project will benefit Darby Creek

Men: bk is on the way o keep Darbye Creck
prestine
The ereck’s watershed has been choswer as

one it 42 AmenCome projiets adminsterad by
the ULS. Dreavut uent of Agmaduee.

AmentCorps s e oational servaee plien tht
oy particpanis cam ool o vcational b
~schokarships whahe wankings o the connury.

Sixrwpte wi? e hired imuygh She peomean
Sowork oo e Darty Creel project, sad Low-
wnee Clark, siare conservationist,. fiv Ohie's Sol
Conzeriatnn Service.

“This wit help sicetderire the efints here

with the Nadiwa Conservanes,” Clark sand.

“The sludents vare a smali séipend ord
creciils Sor colleime, s L belpe us pet consinvalyn
o Lhe Lo Wik tigld budimas, s been dilicek
1 aloind AWt owe veed Lo odooale o the
conservaion work Uat neards 0 b done.”

Fow ol U emplgoes will work with 1ural
acd orlan lamdownes, ssed Wes Reery, apncei
tural coonbnatere for the Nabhwe Corscrvaney in
Colorame. They'l train 10 develop whole farm
phns, design Giter sliips reav e croek and wotk
e arhan arews Y monitor where shntn aater s
woing, he sail.

Arother watber will plant. fress i the mpari-
an Laler stedp avea, which s the and next b the
erevk. Tae axth will hecome thie “river keeper”
aned will “provade anathier <ol of eves on Ow creck”
Lo vepwl oF dmsh s dusepead, e Gve G or
dinclopient. pas o close, Beery sod.

It engaons om0 ke ey by A 20 mad
b Lt o bwaenl By earle Sepienther, Clark
s,

the

Paricipont: =il cen s feast 3700 and an

wdnestons voncher windli §4,

FARM TO MARKET =~

Those interested in
dJie progvane can cali S0G-
KRS D e v hwe
[HEETR]

HALL HONOREES

The Ono Apriculivre!
Covneii last week
s the fow 19594 in-
thctees ny e Ohio Ag-
vievirad Fladi of Faime:

B Rue Fvine, of son-
sare bime, 12 hewy rovest-
nizet G eariety of eon
tbuions te agecuiture troughoit iz cancer
Heiz practices conservation  effrts an his Rin
Grande Fams, and be has workesd to develpe vear
roand prazing in Ohio,

Fvas tedis? secirv Tanding for the Ohio
Lol Vadley Boll Test felity and helped begin
the Anerican Quarter Horse Cingmessy which
ke place in Columbos every (il

® Lotert Goltespian, of Clevekead, 12 boine,
regauzed Jer ks eonbibubions ne the Ohia wane
e ereditad walls pevseing the sragwe
wine edastes 20 the slabe throngh fas o
vhiger of e Mewrs, Larz, Moo Apoe 20 Mo,
wierles iyt 1%

(oitesman was ewtenvental e yettange the
ape procdiers e cxperngent with pew
virtedis b prvduce belter wines, Jle alses nelpedd
exvate the O Grape ladustons Progeany, wlch

all-

SUZANNE
STEEL

slaie’s o

«ight ather stales have ased 15 2 mdel.

® William Richards is former chied of the 5.8,
Soll Conservation Service end a furmer m Circle-
ville, Ohio, e s considared a pioneer i con
resuloe manggemeal and stoppesd  plowing his
grieniend i the ke D65 camine bime Lhe ainnficial
dtde tracdbaher of Comervation Tillagze” e
the dmcnlhioal eas.

He foanded the Okio Top Parimers organiz-
ton, @ pwchasing and mavketing cooperative. As
hief af the SCS. Richards worked on soil ercsion
oatrol. weilands preotection and water  mariage
trent.

®m [ban Simeral, now of Leestorg, B,
served as logislative cepresentative T the Qb
Farm Ripenn Foderation for more than 35 vears,
in that cyucity, Simerd worked  on egshse
and repulatory bsues that would adfed. e nna
cleviric ceaperatives, e Farm Chadit Nystem,
Gontrymark and  Landmark, ik coperatives,
anil feed and gram industry orgunzations

Smeral worked on the appropriations. and
budget, needs of Ohio State University Fxtension,
College of Agncaiture and Agreaiueal Rescach
antd Development Center. amd for the Chio De-
paatment of Agradtar:

He also warked on Jegisiation so thal farin-
Gl 1 Lol @l oan gowadtwen) use saee and
workell Lo extaldish agrteadbiral disiiets b pro-
Lt ety Do such things as masanee sats.

The feur will be hakorxi at the Ohlio Arvical -
toal Ha! of Fangs Reeak st Ao 12 dinuye the
Ol Saie Faie Tikets are awatabde frem 2nn
aroanizzdiones and Tom MeNut ar X76- 46306

Suwzanne Steel 15 agribusiness reporier for
The Deoatrh
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A Season
Of

Service

Think of it as an a=tidote 10 Cyni-

cism, & rejectior mpant seif-
ishness that ;mehow @
vecome Tasd o7 the 1980's
Think of it & the can-do
spirit of the & s, when large
number: of sns believed it
was possible rnd remedies for

vioclence and injus! for poverty
and 1g‘mranx e, for thz buffgonery and
corrupton of pe u.u,aﬂ,s, and for the
wholesale degradation of the environ-
Lerge @ new generation of
. .unerizans (o a season of serv.
i 3ili Clinton in his inaugural
ade 35, 'There is so much ta be done
— enough, indeed, for millions of oth-
ers who are still youpg in spirit to
give of themselves in service, 100"
On Sept. 12, amid elaborate cere-
monies planned for the South Lawn of
e White House, the President’s na-
onal service program will get fully
ander way. It's called AmeriCorps

Patriotism rolls
up its sleeves
for AmeriCorps.

826 PB4 SEP B2 ’'94

"

18:52

and it's descriped ax & comesus ver:
sion of the Peace Corp: lis sco

lese than | would
more than we've come io expect lrom
a soctopolitical environment that
over the past decade and a haif has
been poisoned by greed, a collapse of
ideals and contempt for the old-fash-
wned notion of brotherhood

In that environment, we were frée
10 choose between the national values
espoused by Dr, Mart'n Luther King
Jr., and those currently embraced by
Representative Newt Gingrich. We
opted for Mr. Gingrich's.

The President’s national service
program Is a modest step in Dr
King's direction.

Under the program, several thou-
sand young Americans from all kinds
of backgrounds will offer their serv-
ices to organizations warking on
prablems related to education, public
safety, social services and the envi-
ronment. For a two-year commit-
ment, the participants will be paid
$7,500 a year and will receive a credit
of $9,450 ($4,725 a year) that can be
used for coliege or graduate school
expenses.

The program will reach into urban,
suburban and rural America. Parts
of it have already started. Young men
and women are helping (o restore
wildlife habitats, conducting child-
hood immunization programs, escort-
ing -children and the elderly through
dangerous inner-city neighborhoods,
counseling drug abusers, providing
preventive health services and im-
proving  nheglected  playgrounds,
parks and wetlands.

Tiffany Tidwell, an honors gradu.
ate from the Universily of Kansag, is
reaching French at a public school in
the Mississippi Delta. Leo Negron,
who grew up in a tough neighborhood
in Chicago, is teaching construction
skills to teen-agers. Laura Sullivan,
who grew up in a wealthy suburb
Massachusetts, has joined a prograin
in Baltimore that provides assistance
to poor women who want to start their
own businesses.

have wished, but

"W ¢ have a lor of domestic probe.
tems that need crealive answers'
Ms. Sullivan said. “And I wanted to
gel to know Lhe naighborhoods in the
inher cities, tather tharn just living in
the ivory Wower of a college communi-
s

She referred to {riends who are
serving in the miiitary ana said
“They are defending us inter national-
ly. | feel strongly that there should be
a force of young people that are Kind
of defending us domestically."

Besides providing eassistance (o
many  worthwhile  organizations,
AmenCorps Is a way for young peo-
ple to s== g variety of fellow Ameri
¢ans up close and persanal, the way
they really are, without the distorting
filter of the boab tube. It's a way 10
gel beyond the stereotypes of situa-
tion comedy and ! z] news. )

‘“Whenever p said Eli Se.
gal, chief cha; for this noble
effort, “we want youngsters from dif-
ferent geographic areas, from differ-
ent races and ethnic groups and from
different economic backgrounds to
plich in and work together.”

Mr. Segal, an assistant to the Presi-
dent, 1z the chief executive of the
Corporation for National Service, He
expects to have 20,000 AmeriCorps
enlistees spread out across the coun-
try by the end of the year, “And if it
works,”” he said, "we could have
100,000 by the end of 1586."

I have always believed that nation-
al service should be compulsory, Ev-
ery American should serve two years
in some military or.civilian capacity.
There should be more (0 patriotism
than singing “The Star-Spangled
Banner at a ball game, or rooting
(from the comfort of our living
rooms) for the American (eam to win
a nationally teievised war,

AmeriCorps is a srart. G
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A Domestic Peace Corps With a *90s Twist

Earlier this summer the national press
focused on Bill Clinton’s attack on conser-
vative talk show impresarioc Rush Lim-
baugh instead of focusing on Tim Hager,
wiio introduced the president at u St. Louis
cvent that day. It's a shame: Tim Hager
may be a maore tnteresting story.

The 18-year-cid St, Louis native is une
of the first AmeriCorps volunteers, the
about-to-be-launched domestic sequel (o
the Peace Corps. His AmeriCorps efforts
o help stem violence in his neighbor-
hood have special meaning. Tim Hager

Politics & People

£ 0] By Albert R. Hunt
AT e i

was biutally beaten by thugs four years
aga, leaving such permanent damage
hat he had to abandon his lifelong
dream of service in the Marine Corps.

But AmeniCorps s a special opportunity
for speciat kids like Tim.
O Sept. 12 the Clinton administration

will formally launch AmeriCorps, a three-
year, 51.5 bilbon program that eventually
dnns to put 100,000 young men and women

Ly Work in eormmunity service in four ar-
eas: education, health and human needs.
the environment and public safety. This

national service program was a major
Chinton campaign promise.

The volunteers —there will be 20,000 the
first year—will receive minimum-wage
pay amounting te about $7,500 a yedar and
free health care. For one year of work they
will get a $4.725 educational voucher that
can be used for college, vocational educa-
tion, or to pay off a college loan.

The head of the American service
€orps is Kl Segal, a 51-year-old former po-
litical activist, successful businessman
dndlong-time  Clinton  confidant. He
seems ideally suited for the task. He has

suceessfully started up three businesses,
providing him a distinctive view of the
challenges awaiting him.

“We must view ourseives less as a
grant maker and more as an. investiment
banker: we hope to be very involved in
these programs.” He promises to set
tough, business-lite standards. ““We don't
believe we are going to solve the problems
of erime, iltiteracy or the environment, but
Wwe can make a difference. Any programi
that doesn't make a difference, where we
can’t say we have improved the situation,
doesn't deserve to keep funding.”

Mr. Segal loves the idea of tapping into
idealism, of AmeriCorps being a sequel to
the Peace Corps or Civilian Consérvafion
Corps. But he also believes its mission is to
instill a sense of personal responsibility in
its participants. The educational vajue he
betieves is critical. The average debt of a
graduate of a public university or college
is $6.500. AmeriCorps volunteers could
serve up {o two years, meaning lots of kids
could go te college or use the vouchers to
pay off an educational debt.

Unlike the Peace Corps or CCC, how-
ever, AmeriCorps seeks to build on exist-
ing programs—there are thousands of ef-
fective grass-roots organizations around
funerica—and the existing propensity for
young students to-engage in volunteer
worl; one study shows that almost 70% of
coliege students now de more than three
hours of volunteer work a week,

About two-thirds of the program will
be funneled through the bipartisan
AmeriCorps commissions established in
the states. ¥inal approval of any pro-
gram and participants will be made by
the Nationat Service Corp., but many of
the ideas and mwuch of the energy will
bubble up from localities,

“This really promises to be 3 grass-
roots effort building on an infrastructure
already there,” says Vanessa Kirsch, the
founder and executive director of Public

Allies, a Washington-based prograim that
enlists young people to work in nonprofit
and local governmental activities. “They
really seem to be tooking for people who
are going to get down and dirty in the
streeis.”

AmeriCorps projects on the drawing
boards include:

e Teaching underprivileged kids how to
read.

& Working with clerics to get youths out
of gangs.

e Teaming up
with retired IBM ex-
ecutives to teach in-
ner-city children how
to use computers.

e Cleaning up the
shorelines of Galve-
ston Bay.

® Working  with
the Navaje Indian
nation on  projects 4
like providing clean :
tap water. El: Segat

® Helping rebuild hurricane-devastaged
homes in south Florida in tandem with
Habitat for Humanity.

There are more than a few critics who
worry that the program will evolve into
costly political pork, or that it will be a
feel-goed, “*goo-goo sop™ to liberals. Some
even ask why should the government
“pay” volunieers, :

If Tim Hager is the prototype of Ameri-
Corps volunteers, these concerns are
groundless. Despite his earlier injury, he
joimed the Marine Corps last year buf
eventually had to Jeave when the degener-
ative arthritis in his hips worsened. He
was devastated, but soon discovered
AmeriCorps, offering a chance not only for
public service but also to return to his old
neighborhood and work at reducing the
sort of erime that afflicted him.

"It was awful when I had to leave
the Marines. But now I feel like I'm

more direct manner,” he says. Without
the AmeriCorps job and aid|he doubits
that he would be able to golto college.
This is one reason the natiohal service
concepl is much more appepling than
George Bush’s 1,000 Points| of Light,
which would have encouraged volun-
teerism mmore as noblesse [oblige for
more affluent kids than as b
to endist and help workingie
tike Mr. Hapger.

As for worries about political pork, Mr.
Segal eontinually hammers hore
that these projects have got tg make tan-
gible contributions {o the comsunities as
well as to the participants.
demonstration project last s
30 young men and women were sent to
Texas to publicize the childhbod immu-
nization program and locate children who
needed inoculations. The result: There
were 104,889 immunizations i southern
Texas. “For every S1 we ‘spent pn this, the
return was §5.65," Mr. Segal bfags, based
on 2 study by his organization and the Cen-

serving my coudry, maybe ZJ;:waq'l in a

ters for Disease Control.
No one is better able to jassess the
opportunities and  proble facing

AmeriCorps than the remarkable
gent Shriver, who started |
Corps more than 33 years
Shriver sees a lot more di
this program because of the diversity of
existing efforts and the greater political
probiems with a domestiea
tiative than a foreign-based ope. But the
opportunities today are plefitiful: “in
1960 Jack Kennedy aroused a sort of ide-
alism and self-sacrifice; somethi
denly began to happen. ‘oday that is
more the norm. This is one of the most
heartening developments of the last part
of the 20th conlury.”

Eli Segal his the patential to become
the Sargent Shriver of this decade. That
would be an achievement.




The Evening Sun

Baltimore, Friday, August 12, 1994

S

3

C NS

826 P@e SEP B2 '94

ON POLITICS

Domestic Peace Corps
getting ready to serve

WASHINGTON
everal weeks ago, President

S Clinton made the kind of news

he can do without by criticizing
ultraconservative radio and televi-
sion talk show host Rush Limbaugh
and his ik for “a constant, unremit-
ing drumbeat of negativism and
cynicism” that clearly had gotten un-
der his skin, That night on teievision
and in the next day's newspapers,
Clinton's gripe overshadowed all else
he had done that day.

In the news and political busi-
ness, it's called “stepping on vour
own story.” The president aired his
complaint in & phone interview from
Atr Force One as it flew to St. Louls,
where he was headed to mark the
beginning of a “Summer of Service”
by 7.000 young volunteers in ptlot
projects of his new national service
program. The idea was to spotlight
the program, which is espectally
close to Clinton's heart. Instead, it
got swallowed up in the ensuing air-

‘waves flak between him and elec-

troric America's biggest loudmouth.

. Determined to gtve the whole na-

fona! service effort a proper send-off

as the first anniversary of the sign-

ing of the national service act ap-
roaches, Clinton and all or most of

Cabinet members will take part
in a more elaborate kickofl next
month, f out around the
country to herald the full-scale be-

of what has been popularly
called the "domestic Peace %

The idea of young Americans do-
ing various kinds of public service as
a means of earning money for college
— a stpend of $4,725 for a year's
work totaling 1,700 hours, plus the
minimum hy wage — was easily
candidate Clinton's biggest cheer
line in his speeches during the 1992
campaign, especially on college cam-
puses, At the end of his first year In
office, he singled out passage of the
program and enactment of the Brady
gun control bill as the accomplish-
ments that pleased him most.

But while the national service
program, now called “"Americorps.”
has generated considerable enthusi-
asm among prospective participants
— 80,000 young Americans have
called its toll-free number with inqui-
ries — It has not approached the
reception afforded John F. Kenne-
dy’s overseas Peace Corps, estab-
lished in 1961, although it is already

‘farger.

When the program is officially
launched on Sept. 12, there will be
20,000 enlistees working tn commu-
nities around the countrv. according

JULES
GERMOND  WITCOVER

JACK

administrator of the Clinton prest-
dential campalgn. That compares
with 6,500 today (n the Peace Corps
and 15,500 in its highest year.

One reason the program has not
ignited public excitement the way
the Peace Corps did tn 1961, Segal
suggests, is that the Peace Corps be-
gan in an era marked by much
stronger patriotic — and and<Com-
munist — feelings, and was seen in
those terms. Today, he says, the new
effart is starting “after three decades
of failed social programs” and in the
wake of such events as the Viemam
war and the Watergate scandal that
diminished public confldence {n gov-
ermment generadly.

Although some Se¢nate Republi-
cans first filibustered the idea, it
evéntually won bipartisan backing,
Wide public support, Segal says,
must await "2 demonstrable mea-
sufe of success.” .

The recrujts — all signed on lo-
cally by community cealitions that
have been awarded federal operating
funds — will be undertaking such
tasks as community policing, public
safety, dispute resolution, environ-
mental cleanup and teaching asstst-
ance, Pilot projects are under way
now in a "Summer of Safery” by the
first 7.000 enlistees in Americorps.

In 3t. Lows, for example, senior
escort services help the elderly walk
through high-¢rime neighborhoods
as they go about their lives, Alsg,
dangerous alleyways have been
fenced off o discourage muggings
and drug dealings.

“There's a panache to the Peace
Corps.” Segal says respectfully.
“Hopefully there will be a panache
for Americorps,” but of a different
sort, The Peace Corps attracted col-
lege graduates of middle- and upper-
class backgrounds. The new nation-
al service corps reaches out to high
school graduates and even dropouts,
many of whom could not afford to go
to college without eamnings from it.
On them rests Clinton's hope of
achieving at home what JFK did for

._m 196
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This summer, as another pilot, 7,000 young people [

Vl EWPOINTS will be working in 90 projects in 70 cities as part of

the “Summer of Safety” program, working with'
police departments and community groups to orga-
nize neighborhood anti<rime patrols, make parks
safe and escort seniors and children in high<crime
areas. ' . t L
7 The full AmeriCorps program is schéduled to be
Jaunched Sept. 12 and put 20,000 young people to
: < work by the end of its first year doing community
Py service on public safety, education, the environ-
ment and *human needs.’

de S erves A Rate i & In its top Year of activity, 1966, the Peace Corps

b had 15500 yolunteers overseas; today, that number

AmeriCorps

w M . L

is down to 6,500, AmeriCorps is scheduléd to expand

to 100,000 volunteers twQ years from now, ass uming
- 'Congress appropriates the necessary funds. 955 .
. .'MI."Segal ‘says that, "despite widespread

" i

ttention:: . - . i
2 ' 01 Oct. 14, 1960, a Brandeis- stérec-

m freshman named Elf Segal read. types to the Contrary, generation X already {s more
e B about ‘a ‘speech that Demo-, |- motivated ‘toward volunteer service ithan ‘Baby

Cratic *presidéntial “carididate. Boomers Were, He cites'a UCLA survey of 220,000 col-
John'F'Kennedy had given the, lege freshmen showing that 68 percent reported
day before at the University of doing at least thres hours per week of volunteer

Ly e Michigan with lines similar 16" | work during the past year, and 10 percent reported
ey the fnaugural theme, “Ask not” ; doing mare than six hours every week.
MORTON .. . what your country can do for! |’ Mr. Segal says the survey justifies Mr. Clinton'’s
KOL_ 10 O_KE'-;@‘M:':-*;-‘.?_ .q,"""';..“;ﬁ TR L line, repeated often during commencement speect.-

" T

eenm— ] rosember thinking Ho is
talking exactly about me,' * says Mr, Segal, and it got-
. Mr. Segal started on a road that led from work with,

es, that ‘the myth about the cymdeisi and self-
centeredness of generation X is a big bunch of bull*
- Where cynicism seemingly does prevail {s in the

A T o

poor children and battered women during college. media, ,
and law school to top roles in the 1968 Eugene | In the nine months since Mr. ¢ 100 signed the 1
McCarthy campaign and the 1972 George McGovern. |, i{ational Service Act into law, the president, has 1
campaign, where he hired Bill Clinton, and eventy- | réferred to the program no fewer than 70 Hines’
ally to the post of chief of staff of Mr, Clinton's 1992° : while producifig practically no cover;se in major
campaign. S Rewspapers or on television, according to Mr, Segal. !
When Mr. Clinton won the presidency, Mr. Segal' | Even given the media's penchant for concentrat. i
Was offered various jobs in the White House bur | ing on bad news, AmeriCorps is a story of |
planned to return to his magazine business in Mas- | Idealisr deserving attention. |
sachusetts unti! Mr, Climon offered him the job of | Volunteers will receive the minimum f
heading up the new national service program, v | | wage while they work, plus heaith insur. i
He took it, believing that the soon-to-be launched g | ance, and will get an education allowance |
AmeriCorps could be for the Clinton presidency | of $4,725 for each year of service, uptoa |
What the Peace Corps was for JFK's; it could lospire | maximum of two years, |
‘generation X*young people to service in the way | Mr. Segal hopes that, unlike the Peace [
hat FFK's words inspired Mr, Segal and so many | Corps, AmeriCorps will not be dominated j|
"ithers {n their parents’ generation. ; by middle<lass whites but will be made
The enactment of legislation setting up the | up of all ethnic groups and social classes. f
lational Service Corporation has been one of Mr. | That is the record of the Texas project, in- |
linton’s major- accomplishments, even though it | which 60 percent of the volunteers were j
as received nowhere near the publicity of the | members of racial minorities, |
orth American Free Trade Agreement or the | Bill Clinton's AmeriCorps Just might
‘esident’s economic program, ! succeed, .'!
Last summer, as a pilot, the national service pro- | N '
am put 80 college and precollege students to work 3 Morton Kondracke's calumn s distrib-
Texas, spreading the word about childhood fnoc. : oted by the United Feature Syndicate. . .~
ition. While they were Warking, the number of : 8 L P M SR NG T

xtlations administered in Texas went up by
1,000,
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Launching Ameri Corps

past few weeks, a program that actually
passed Congress with important bipartisan
support has been almost forgotten. It is President
Clinton’s national service program, which will be
formally kicked off on Sept. 12.
National service was one of President Clinton’s
favorite programs during the 1992 campaign. His

I N THE MIDST of the political fighting of the

original idea was rather grand. Modeled after the -

old GI bill, the.program would have helped
anyone go to college who was willing to volunteer
for two years of service to the country. The idea
was that government could help people while also
fostering a sense of individual and social responsi-
bility. Compared with that original plan, which
theoretically envisioned a volunteer corps num-
bering in the hundreds of thousands, the one that
actually passed Congress is far more modest.
Only 20,000 young Americans will be involved in
the new AmeriCorps program this year, and the
grants will be less generous than originally envi-
sioned. Scaling the program back was part of the

price Mr. Clinton had to pay for Republican-

support. N
Some have taken this as a “typical Clinton

compromise,” getting the form of a program but
not anything close to the real thing. The truth,
we think, lies elsewhere. The Republicans who
supported the plan but sought to scale it back did
so on the sound theory that a new program of
this sort should be tested on a more modest
scale. And Eli Segal, the president of the Corpo-
ration for National Service, likes to note that the
20,000 volunteers the new AmeriCorps program
is expected to sign up amount to about 4,000

more people than the Peace Corps enrolled at its
height. The program, moreover, is scheduled to
grow substantially in coming years.

If it works, AmeriCorps has the potential for
doing something unusual: proving that the feder-
al government can strengthen local institutions
that are using practical means and the energies
of citizens to solve neighborhood problems. So
much social programming is built around a false
dichotomy that has either the government solv-
ing problems or the people—usually volun-
teers—solving the problems themselves. But it is
one of the premier tasks of government to
strengthen rather than weaken the healthy im-
pulse of citizens t0 take on problems themselves.

The other potential advantage of the program
is that it does nbt seek to impose the federal
government’s own theories about community
action on neighborhoods, Rather, volunteers will
g0 to work for existing neighborhood and govern-
mental entities, mostly with proven records. The
programs will fall into four broad areas: educa-
tion, c¢rime prevention, the environment and
social programs helping young mothers, the
homebound elderly, the homeless and residents
of public housing projects. Mr. Segal says he
wants programs to be judged by very practical
measures: the number of crack houses closed,
block associations created, kids immunized, ur-
ban gardens planted, escorts for the elderly
provided, fences in housing projects fixed, “Get-
ting things done” is the new program’s cheerfully
non-Utopian slogan.

SEP 82 '94 1@:52
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Economic development grants provide
strong leverage for new opportunities

I
-B
n
SPRING AND SUMMER GRANTS m
At its March and June . g R B
meetings, the Milwaukee 3 . J‘ Ty -, - "
Foundation awarded ap- g & e : N e
proximately $1,180,000 in . ﬁ - £ e M
gtanls lo area organlza- 2 Dwight Jor_res graduated from the Milwaukee Commeunity Service Corps to a mason- ﬁ
!lpns: The loll_owmg orga- 1y apprentice position. The Community Service Corps, launched with a Milwaukee o
nizations received grants Foundation grant, provides education and work training for up to 120 jobless young
of $5,000 or more. adufts each year.
Milwaukee Community Ser- n "
vice Corps, $13,000 o in- TWO-feI'S g
crease the number of young . : . . . . ;
adult Corps members providing Some projects combine job training with community service :
direc! client services at commu- fati : EON e ) N
nity-based organizations and gra?“esvﬁraa;lemlwame:dﬁnﬁ_ I T . 1 i s ing welare recipients to help =
non-prolits in Milwaukee. - Ms:"dﬂ‘l’: ”F;‘inlg - ﬁe:r‘:;&ag;'rge up dilapidated themselves.
= ani
employment while providing valu-  lols. . Esperanza Unida: Based on
abis By SOricaS: Sorme Milwaukee’s near south side,
examples: * Right Alternative Family Cen- the organization’s Family Day
“Job training and job development tra- + Milwaukee Community Ser- :::ve?g:f;: t:; ls:u"mgrwp HC_::lre T{aining Program trains
ditionally are viewed as public sector re- vice Corps: Aimed al young faceted program Io'day includes sla'?l;:ealri];nm?n lt:;opecr;t -
sponsibililies,” explained Marks. “We've adults without job skills, the ada : Asiaiiurd
' ) ‘ ; y care cenler staffed by care centers. Esperanza's oth-
e e pormomtiw sumon et wlae s D ool ome_sore 3
new programs.” |f n“}l’x::\t:?c :nd wr[k ?n (;r;r[r;mu- qtafr Darden, ng_hl Alle‘ma- pair, auto body and asbeslos
yse projec ? or five's lounder, v:nll receive removal—all market their ser- . ~
participants annual y- Corps Alverno College's Telesis vices lo the community. .
members have provided Award in November for the or- 4
150,000 hours of communily ganization's success in mobiliz-
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~Chicago Sun-Times—

1st Wave of Service Corps
Starts S. Side Duty Today

By Basil Talbott
Sun-Times Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON—Wearing gray
uniforms with starbursts, the first
Chicago contingent of AmeriCorps—
the new domestic Peace Corps—will
invade a field of weeds today on the
South Side.

They are in the advance guard of
20,000 Americans to be enrolled by
fall in President Clinton’s initiative to
engage people in public service and
help them with their education.

Eli Segal, assistant to the president
for national and community service,
launched the program officially at a
"White House briefing Monday.

AmeriCorps differs from the smaller
and well-established Peace Corps, Se-
gal said, because it will be assembled
from a variety of programs proposed
and run by nonprofit organizations
and federal agencies and not operated
by a single Washington-based agency.

A good example of the way it will
work is found in the 50 recruits who
start weed training today under a
summer program devised by the U.S.
Agriculture Department, the Chicago
High School for Agricultural Science
and the Chicago Housing Authority.
After training at a garden at 111th
and Hale, the recruits will spend eight
weeks at the Ida B. Wells public

housing project.

Teams of 11 people each will recon-
dition a field at Madden Park across
from Wells and then move into the
CHA low-rises, painting, planting and
pruning trees, putting in walks, build-
ing berms, and covering areas with
grass.

“It’'s a massive job but we want to
make it an attractive place,” said Bar-
bara Valerious, principal of the high
school, who is doing the training for
her group.

The program drew recruits from
different races and income levels—a
mix of people from all over the metro-
politan area. Each recruit earns a little
more than the minimum wage, and
any corps member who finishes the
program also gets a $1,000 education
credit to be used for college, vocation-

.al training or to repay a student loan.

“The ethic is different from other
job programs,”’ said Joel Berg, who
oversees Agriculture Department col-
laboration with AmeriCorps. “The
work performed will mostly benefit
the disadvantaged, but the people in
the program will not solely be the
disadvantaged.”

Full-year programs start in Septem-
ber. About 20 wmembers, including
some from the Ida B. Wells summer
program, will be enrolled for a year.
Each will receive $7,500 for a year of

service and, if they finish, an addition-
al $4,725 education grant.

In the first year, AmeriCorps will
operate in 47 states with $31 million
dispersed to nonprofit organizations
and $16 million to federal agencies.
Most organizations are still interview-
ing applicants for the yearlong pro-
grams.

Other Chicago area programs in-
clude:

B Fifty-five recruits enrolled by City
Year, a Boston-based organization,
who will start each day doing precision
calisthenics at 8:15 a.m. in the Daley
Center plaza before spreading out
across the city in teams of 11 for a
variety of activities. Included will be
volunteer work at elementary schools,
senior citizen homes, parks and low-
income neighborhoods.

M One person working out of the High
Ridge YMCA, organizing the city's
first Earth Service Corps in East Rog-
ers Park. The staffer will organize
teenagers to plant trees, clean up graf-
fiti, and develop trash recycling pro-
grams.

B Seven full-time and nine part-time
recruits working with the I Have a
Dream Foundation. The recruits will
work with the 350 students already in
the foundation program aimed at
helping disadvantaged youngsters get
a college education.

66 The work performed will mostly benefit the disadvﬁntaged. but the
people in the program will not solely be the disadvantaged. 99

- 74

W S

—Joel Berg of the U.S. Agriculture Department
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’ cludlnl one from the office of a $4,725 vouch

N.J. watersheds
to gei 20 helpers

g ]0“ QALLER delivers gn the pres|
, of & Nag mul Be
the results home
One yesr after President Clin- ' all of us po see and :
ton visited Rutgers University to * Menepndez e dlu
unveil a national service program Donald M. P.
— offeting America’s students a for suppp
paycheck and scholarship for per-  Arthue
formoing community services — drains
the project is off and running. municig
Twenty young New Jerdeyans and F
will be selectsd this summer to and
serve ons-year stints on resto- northe
ration projects invelving thres The M
major watsrsheds: the Raritan accomend
River, Arthur Kill, and the tis, Su
Musconetcong. “The Ne 3
Actual work should start some-  ects ar pun ofafm
time this fall sftet the students sare  gram ufd
selected and trained, with Union of Agrigu tun
County getting half oz more of tha place 1[800 Au Co
workers to hnliI restore service | participsn
180-acre Arthur Kill thnhd urban| and ryral
sald Carlos Hepning, deputy state  Menendas said.
consarvationist for the U.B. De- | The USDA prdgre
partment of Agriculture. lnrgut ngle fed
Henning was present yestarday 'ponent| of the on
when Rep. Frank J. Pallene Jr. 'Initiatipe and ameng thp first to be
announced the Carden Stats's funded| through th
share In the national service in- for N onal and|Co
itiative to restore watersheds dur- vice.
Ing & news conference in Plscata- New| Jersey cfirren
way's Johnson Park. studants involved in various cdm-
Pallone spake with his back to munity service [proj erealed
the Raritan River, Into which during the pdst ypar under
much of thy 1,100-acre Raritan 'AmeriCorps, which b-
River watsrshed flows from |lished{by the
portions of Middlessz and Mon- Tmt Act. By 1986, the ’mh
mouth counties, his 8th Congres- nati pervics fcorp tad
sional District, and from Somereet to -
County. The 20 studes

merida,

“President Clinton has made Jerseys watersbpd restoration ac.
mtlonnl service a high priority, tlon thams will be recruited ffom
land I would liks to ses this initiat- srees |whers upem ployment  e3-
live continue,” said Pallone, 8 Dem-  coads the U.8. sverags, now at 8.8
loctat. percegt, and th panta
{ "Haere in the Raritan River Val-  who I¢ck high school diplomas will
‘lay, as well as along the Bayshore, have jn opportunity
wo certainly need soma regtoration the {tate’'s veécatiopal-trai
jwork done,” he said. “This s an bigh §chools twk y scoelerp
'area with great potentlal for rec- diploms prograg one gaid.
tion and scenie beauty.” Eagh will be g d of at
Pallone’s announcement was least $7,500 for purfomtnl

00
timed to coincide with similar hourd of work, or 4G-hour #t
announcements In Washington, for nihe mon the caurse

D.C., apd across the nation, In- of on r.

)y alsg will
ble after the
Robert Menendez, & Democrat work fis comple dlneﬂyt:@
wehose 13th Congressionsl District fu nal eollogy costq or pas eol-
includes portions of Unlon and

Middlesex counties. Menendez  Those who
worked with Union County offi- can fifill the

tials to ensure the Arthur Kill spHt@ng the , perform-
Watershed's inclusion in the ptoj- ing 900 hours jeach Year !n.itwa
ect. said J. USDA soil
" “This prog: muusrut deal for consgrvation vw Jerohy.
New Jorsav.” Menan

ez raid. "Tt Ndes teain tesma will

NEWS TRIBUNE

reach out to communities impac-
tad by the watarsheds to [nventory,
assega, and lnplnnnt plnn-d
activities, she sald
Their work will I.ndurh lni.l
ercslon abatemant, improvement
of water quality and habitet, cre-
ation of buffer areas of grass and
trees, metoration of wetlands, and
stresmbank stsbilixation, anc
corpmunity cleanup projects.
Soma students will handls tech.
nical aspects, whils others wil
engage in physical labor, she said
on public private lands. « -
Hennlng credited Unlon County
with ;dnndulu own landnlm
{h:!m USDA Iater !nee-r
porated In its fudml apptiostion.
“We took the proposals frox
ore were ready
willing, and ebls,” ke explained.
Hanning sald his offics’ inttlally

requested 84 studsnt .ud?u
fot the New Jarsey project, with 3(

to be astigned to Unjoa County «
most its domouhnd uﬂwfv
restoration of the An.hm KU
Watershed. - -~ -

Now that tlu number approve
ls short of that goal, H. sald
he expects Union County will stil
got half or more etﬁu planne
manpewer and Nul!u to hﬂ:dh
the necocsary work.

The Raritan River ant
Musconetcong waternheds mr{
includad, Henning added, based
the state usnutnmhm
of need and onguing wotk. -

To apply for the USDA watar.
shed programs, eall hl.l-ﬂm: (am
880-4183.

nmmwwwm
(L R e )
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In America
BOB HERBERT

A Season
Of

Service

Think of it as an antidote to cyni-
cism, a rejection of the rampant self-
ishness that managed somehow to
become fashionable in the 1980’s.
Think of it as a return to the can-do
spirit of the 50’s and 60’s, when large
numbers of Americans believed it
was possible to find remedies for
violence and injustice, for poverty
and ignorance, for the buffoonery and
corruption of politicians, and for the
wholesale degradation of the environ-
ment.

“I challenge a new generation of
young Americans to a season of serv-
ice,’ said Bill Clinton in his inaugural
address. ““There is so much to be done
— enough, indeed, for millions of oth-
ers who are still young in spirit to
give of themselves in service, t00."”

On Sept. 12, amid elaborate cere-
monies planned for the South Lawn of
the White House, the President’s na-
tional service program will get fully
under way. It's called AmeriCorps

Patriotism rolls
up its sleeves
for AmeriCorps.

and it's described as a domestic ver-
sion of the Peace Corps. Its scope is
less than [ would have wished, but
more than we've come to expect from
a sociopolitical environment that
over the past decade and a half has
been poisoned by greed, a collapse of
ideals and contempt for the old-fash-
ioned notion of brotherhood.

In that environment, we were free
to choose between the national values
espoused by Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. and those currently embraced by
Representative Newt Gingrich. We
opted for Mr. Gingrich's.

The President’s national service
program is a modest step in Dr.
King's direction.

Under the program, several thou-
sand young Americans from all kinds
of backgrounds will offer their serv-
ices to organizations working on
problems related to education, public
safety, social services and the envi-
ronment. For a two-year commit-
ment, the participants will be paid
$7,500 a year and will receive a credit
of $9,450 ($4,725 a year) that can be
used for college or graduate school
expenses.

The program will reach into urban,
suburban and rural America. Parts
of it have already started. Young men
and women are helping to restore
wildlife habitats, conducting child-
hood immunization programs, escort-
ing -children and the elderly through
dangerous inner-city neighborhoods,
counseling drug abusers, providing
preventive health services and im-
proving neglected playgrounds,
parks and wetlands.

Tiffany Tidwell, an honors gradu-
ate from the University of Kansas, is
teaching French at a public school in
the Mississippi Delta. Leo Negron,
who grew up in a tough neighborhood
in Chicago, is teaching construction
skills to teen-agers. Laura Sullivan,
who grew up in a wealthy suburb in
Massachusetts, has joined a program
in Baltimore that provides assistance
to poor women who want to start their
own businesses.

“We have a lot of domestic prob-

lems that need creative answers,’
Ms. Sullivan said. !‘And [ wanted to
get to know the neighborhoods in the
inner cities, rather than just living in
the ivory tower of a college communi-
ty."”
She referred to friends who are
serving in the military and said:
““They are defending us international-
ly. I feel strongly that there should be
a force of young people that are kind
of defending us domestically."”

Besides providing assistance (o
many worthwhile organizations,
AmeriCorps is a way for young peo-
ple to see a variety of fellow Ameri-
cans up close and personal, the way
they really are, without the distorting
filter of the boob tube. It's a way to
get beyond the stereotypes of situa-
tion comedy and the local news.

“Whenever possible,”” said Eli Se-
gal, chief chaperone for this noble
effort, ‘‘we want youngsters from dif-
ferent geographic areas, from differ-
ent races and ethnic groups and from
different economic backgrounds to
pitch in and work together.”

Mr. Segal, an assistant to the Presi-
dent, is the chief executive of the
Corporation for National Service. He
expects to have 20,000 AmeriCorps
enlistees spread out across the coun-
try by the end of the year. “‘And if it
works,” he said, “we could have
100,000 by the end of 1996."”

I have always believed that nation-
al service should be compulsory. Ev-
ery American should serve two years
in some military or civilian capacity.
There should be more to patriotism
than singing ‘“The Star-Spangled
Banner’ at a ball game, or rooting
(from the comfort of our living
rooms) for the American team to win
a nationally televised war.

AmeriCorps is a sfart. O
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5o nLaunching AmeriCorps

past few weeks, a program that actually

passed Congress with important bipartisan
support has been almost forgotten. It is President
Clinton’s national service program, which will be
formally kicked off on Sept. 12.

National service was one of President Clinton’s
favorite programs during the 1992 campaign. His
original idea was rather grand. Modeled after the
old GI bill, the program would have helped
anyone go to college who was willing to volunteer
for two years of service to the country. The idea
was that government could help people while also
fostering a sense of individual and social responsi-
bility. Compared with that original plan, which
theoretically envisioned a volunteer corps num-
bering in the hundreds of thousands, the one that
actually passed Congress is far more modest.
Qaly 20,000 young Americans will be involved in
the new AmeriCorps program this year, and the
grants will be less generous than originally envi-
sioned. Scaling the program back was part of the
price Mr. Clinton had to pay for Republican
sypport.

me have taken this as a “typical Clinton
compromise,” getting the form of a program but
not anything close to the real thing. The truth,
we think, lies elsewhere. The Republicans who
supported the plan but sought to scale it back did
so on the sound theory that a new program of
this sort should be tested on a more modest
scale. And Eli Segal, the president of the Corpo-
ration for National Service, likes to note that the
20,000 volunteers the new AmeriCorps program
is expected to sign up amount to about 4,000

IN THE MIDST of the political fighting of the

' -

117

more people than the Peace Corps enrolled at its
height. The program, moreover, is scheduled to
grow substantially in coming years.

If it works, AmeriCorps has the potential for
doing something unusual: proving that the feder-
al government can strengthen local institutions
that are using practical means and the energies
of citizens to solve neighborhood problems. So
much social programming is built around a false
dichotomy that has either the government soly-
ing problems or the people—usually volun-
teers—solving the problems themselves. But it is
one of the premier tasks of government to
strengthen rather than weaken the healthy im-
pulse of citizens to take on problems themselves.

The other potential advantage of the program
is that it does not seek to impose the federal
government’s own theories about community
action on neighborhoods. Rather, volunteers will
80 to work for existing neighborhood and govern-
mental entities, mostly with proven records. The
programs will fall into four broad areas: educa-
tion, crime prevention, the environment and
social programs helping young mothers, the
homebound elderly, the homeless and residents
of public housing projects. Mr. Segal says he
wants programs to be judged by very practical
measures: the number of crack houses closed,
block associations created, kids immunized, ur-
ban gardens planted, escorts for the elderly
provided, fences in housing projects fixed. “Get-
ting things done” is the new program'’s cheerfully
non-Utopian slogan.

)
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Ist Wave of Service Corps
Starts S. Side Duty Today

By Basil Talbott

Sun-Times Woshington Buroou

WASHINGTON-~Wearing gray
uniforins  with starbursts, the first
Chicngo contingent of AmeriCorps—-
the new domestic Peace Corps—will
invade a fickd of weeds today on the
South Side.

They are in the advance guard of
20,000 Americans to be enrolled by
fall in President Clinton’s initiative to
engage people in public service and
heﬁ) them with their education.

Eli Segal, assistant to the president
for national and community scrvice,
launched the program officially at a
"White House briefing Monday.

AmeriCorps differs from the sinaller
and well-established Peace Corps, Se-
Fal soid, because it will be assembled

rom a variely of progrums proposed
and run by nonprofit organizations
and federal agencies and not operated
by a single Washington-based agency.

A gnos example of the way it will
work i3 found in the 50 recruits who
start weed training today under a
summer program devised by the U.S.
Agriculture Department, the Chicego
High School for Agricultural Science
and the Chicogo Housing Authority.
Alter training at a garden at I1ith
and Hale, the recruits will epend eight
weeks at the Ida B. Wells public

housing project.

Teams of 11 pevple each will recon-
dition a field at Madden Park across
fromm Wells and then move into the
CHA low-rises, painting, planting und
pruning trees, putling in walks, build-
ing berms, and covering areas with
grass.

“It's a massive job but we want to
make it an attractive place,” sauid Bar-
bura Valerious, principul of the high
school, who is duing the training for
her group.

The program drew recruits from
different races and income levels—a
mix of people from all over the metro-
politan area. Each recruit earns a little
more than the minimum wage, and
any corps member who finishes the
program also gets a $1,000 education
credit to be used for college, vocation-
al tralning or to repay a student loan,

“The ethic is different froin other
job programs,” said Joel Berg, who
oversces Agriculture Departiment col
laboration with AmeriCorps. “The
work performed will mostly benefit
the disadvantaged, but the pcople in
the program will not solely be the
disuc'van!uged."

Fu]l-{enr programs start in Septem-
ber. About 20 members, including
some from the Ida B. Wells summer
fm ram, will be enrolled for o year.
“ach will reccive $7,500 for a yeor of

service and, if they [linish, an addition-
al $1,725 education grant,

In the first yenr, AmeriCorps will
operate in 47 states with $31 million
dispersed to nonprofit organizations
nné $16 million to federal sgencies.
Most organizations are still interview-
ing applicants for the yearlong pro-
grams.

Other Chicago area programs in-
clude:

B Fifty-five recruits enrolled by City
Year, 8 Boston-based organization,
who will start each day doing precision
colisthenics at 8:15 a.m. in the Daley
Center plaza before spreading out
across the city in teamns of 11 for a
varicty of activitics. Included will be
volunteer work at elementary schools,
senior citizen homes, parks and low-
income neighborhoods.

W One person working out of the High
Ridge YMCA, organizing the city's
first Eurth Service Corps in East Rog-
ers Park. The staffer will organize
teenagers to plant trees, clean up graf-
fiti, and develop trash recycling pro-
grams,

R Seven full-time and nine part-time
recruits working with the I Have a
Dream Foundation. The recruits will
waork with the 350 students already In
the foundation program aimed at
helping disadvantaged youngsters get
a college cducation.

€6 The work performed will mostly benefit the disadvantaged, but the
people in the program will not solely be the disadvantaged. 99

—Joel Berg of the U.S. Agriculture Department
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Americorps’ recruits
sweep into the city

By Tas (ulataniila

TRigUNE STAFY WRITER

115 Desartment of Agriculture
Qorretary Mike Espy swept up
piles of broken Klass al the Mad
den Pacs housing development
Taesday (o underscore the Clinton
ydministeation’s resolve to im
orove conditions for America’s

ek tly

Fhe o bmistration is going 1o
Liean up Aamericn” Espy said,

gushing o hrcom over an asphalt

rasketball court in the South Side

developin-al at olis Avenue ani

Porshin § Riaill

The awcteniturs secrefary ar
rived to o pep talk and pro-
mote Clinton’s Americorps, a do
drid service prograa.
nroZram participants
whil ot up anid plant upwards
of ®04te 10 donated Dowers, freey
brid vewetabtes ai Madden Park. o
a [aw weeds, the group will begin
the yurc at the lda B. Wells
devalopiment,
 The recrulls, as part of the agn
cultuce department’s “Summer of
Qufery” program, also will help
residents of both developments
form neigborhood watch groups.

“This is a program where siu-
denis can give something back to
The communities. We cannot do
anything without the participation
and goodwill of the people we are
irying to help,” Espy added.

His visit marks the third time,
since April, that top administra-

mestic nad

Same

T i b

e

L3 ".J-ﬂ‘ilhﬁ

tion officials, including the preal’
dent and rirst Lady Hillarcy
fodnam Clinton, have made Chi
cago Housing Authority develop-
ments the backdrop for soclal ills
they walil (o address.

e peesident pushed (00 pas
s crune bill and an as

Sge of

aul! v-agons ban while touring
ine Hooert Taylor Homes eacller
this month. Department of Hous

ing and Urban Development Sec.
retary Heonry Claneros even sgent
 few nizits A the Tayior project

s wnat was needed to lm
geoeer 1 tn publie housing

then, Clsneros has in
i CHA Chairman Vincent
pian to demolish many of

norise buildings in favor o
rpocod-site and smaller deyelog-

menii

sMow e axnicwdbue departinent
s w=filny into the action by pul
ting vouth, who will earn 347 a
wesle and a 31,000 educational
Faoies upon completion of the pro-
g, into some of the ioughest
public housing developments 1o
O spruce up,

Same restdents sald they're
skeptical ol politicians who pro-
mote efforts designed to help
them. “There's been of lot of talk
and very little done” sald
Madden Park

David Smith, 47, a
resident.

Smith said once the students
disperse in August, much of the
garbage, broken glasa and other

et
e

Jha

vrcultura Sacretary Mika £50/ () helps Teartrod Dorss, 15,
Sckances duing Amnancoips’ cianup Tuesd

relse, will slowly reflurn.

Ancut half of the recrulls comne
from the Wells development. The
rest come [toim across Lhe City.

[ o't see how they stoeul
people to volunteer io do any-
thing. [ clean up in front of my
housa, that's i1,” said Glenda
Watkins, who lives in Madden
Park with her husband and five
children. “I think the work they'll
do is good,” she added.

For the workers themselves,

§Ks such as sweeDing

regidents’ lives, hey

gven small i
can improve
sald.

“Pye never seei soonach glass
in my e, (s tercible, and o
think kids were playing around
all this stuff lsn't very good,” said
Sheena Hodges, 16. who lives in
the 8800 block of South lnion Av-
enue.

Madden Park has 487 dwelling
units and is one of the CHA’'s
smallest developments. It also has

Tronae= (00to Sy Clors Contreras

of the Chicago Hign Scicor of Agricultual
A e ida 3. Walls cevelopiment on Sourth Elils Avenue:,

one of the housing ngency’s lowest

vacancy rates at G0 percent

Neuarly one in four ol the 278
anits ot the Wells development is
vacanl, That doesn’t worry the
program’s organizers, "Unly ene
person has gull because of
questions ahout safety.” suid Bar.
bara Valerious, principal of the
Chicago High School for Agricul
tural Sciences, who is overseeing
the youths' efforts.

“That's not bad,” she added.
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Ist Wave of Service Corps
Starts S. Side Duty Today

By Baslil Talbolt

Sun-Times Woshington Buroou

WASHINGTON-—~Wearing gray
uniforms with starbursts, the first
Chicego contingent _of AmcriCorps —
the new domestic Peoce Corps—will
invade a ficld of weeds today on the
Svuth Side.

They are in the advance guard of
20,000 Amecricans to be enrolled by
fall in President Clinton's initiative to
engago peoplo in public service and
ht.-Fp them with their cducation.

Eli Scgal, assistant to the president
for nationel end community scrvice,
lounched the program officiglly at a
"White House briefing Monday.

AnicriCorps differs from the enaller
and well-estallished Peace Corps, Se-

al said, because it will be pssembled
from a variely of programs proposed
snd run by nonprofit organizations
and federal agencies and not operated
by a single Washington-bosed agency.

A goos example of the way it will
work i3 found in the 60 recrults who
slart weed tralning today under a
summer pruirum devieed by the US.
Agriculture Department, the Chicogo
High School for Agricultural Science
and the Chicego Housing Authorlty.
Alter training at a garden at 111th
ond Hale, the recruits will epend eight
weeka ot the Ida B. Wells public

housing project.

Teams of 11 pevple each will recon-
dition a field at Madden Park across
from Wells and then move into the
CIHIA low-rises, pointing, planting und

tuning trees, putling in wulks, build-
ng bérms, end covering areas with
grass,

“I’'s a massive job but we went to
make it an allractive place,” suid Bar-
bura Valerious, principul of the high
school, who js doing the training for
her group.

The program drew recruits from
different races and income levels—a
mix of people from all over the metro-
politan area. Each recruit eams a little
more than the minimum wage, and
any corps member who [inishes the
program nlso gets a $1,000 education
credit to be used for evllege, vocation:
al tralning or to repuy a student loan,

“The ethic is different fromn other
job progroms,” said Joel Berg, who
oversces Agriculture Department col.
luboration with  AmeriCorps. "“The
work performed will mostly benefit
the disadvantaged, but the people in
the program will not eolely be the
dism!vanlaged."

Full-{enr programs start In Scptem-
ber. About 20 members, including
some from the Ida B. Wells summer

ro;imm, will be enrolled for o ycaor.
~ach will reccive $7,500 for a yeor of

service and, if they linish, an addition.
al $1,725 education grant.

In the fitst yeur, AmeriCorps will
operate in 47 gtates with $31 million
dis(reucd to nonprofit vrganizations
ond $16 million to federul wgencies.
Most organizations are still interview-
ing applicants for the ycarlong pro-
groms.

Other Chicago area programs in-
chude:

B Fifty-five recruits enrolled by City
Yeor, 8 Boston-based organization,
who will start each duy dolng precision
calisthenics at 8:15 am. in the Daley
Center plaza before spreading out
across the cily in teamns of 11 for a
variety of activities. Included will be
volunteer work at clementary schools,
scnior citizen homes, parks and low-
income neighborhoods.

® One person working out of the High
Ridge YMCA, organizing the city's
first Eurth Service Corps in Fast Rog-
crs Purk. The staffer will organize
teenagers to plant trees, clean vp gral-
fiti, and develop trash recycling pro-
grame.

B Seven full-time and nine part-time
recrults working with the I Have a
Dream Foundation. The recruits will
waork with the 350 studenty already in
the foundation program aimed at
helping disadvantaged youngsters get

€6 The work perforimed will mostly benefit the disadvantaged, but the

a college cducation.

people In the program will not solely be the disadvantaged. 99 1
—Joel Berg of the U.S. Agriculture Departmant i
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<" | Working
<.r | Together

“ICCN - Americorps To Spruce Up
-2 =
;i ©. e, = | Urban And Rural Areas

o T e | By Margaret Gillerman
1 01 the Post-Dispatch Staft

o Krista White, 22, a college student {rom
- . ) Last St. Louis, and Audrey Morgan, 36, 4
T ™ : homemaker and mother of two trom Gran:
' ite City, bave found they share a lot in
commeon: a concern for the environment; d
4 X ';/” e willingness Lo serve their community ang
§ _ a —C parucipation in the newest guvumm,m

¢ service corps in America.
¥ Thie new [riends are two of 30 \mrm
Cory :kerf taking part in a project
Lin the Metro East by the United

" I..=.rtmn.=rnl of. Agriculture.

Ihis week, White, Morgan and the oth-
) he USDA proj ire traiung at
& State community College 1 East St. Lou-

-

‘-ﬂon they'll be cut cleamng up inner

lv parks and shoring up rural creeks.
THG project is mlumrd to “improve, re-
claim, restore and beautify land n urban
as well as rural areas,” according to a
project description,

About 20 of the participants wall work in

neighborhoods and parks in East St, Louis -

B and Lovejoy. They'll clean vacant residen-

f-j)\""_-‘-_}_ tial lots and replant them, fix greenhouses

at East St. Louis Senior High School and

Jones Park, and restore athletic fields,

} several flower gardens and a lagoon :md
\ : stream channel in the park.

i The other 10 will trudge throuén

p streams and: rebuild banks to clean of

o = See CLEANUP, Fage 1-z

» AmeriCorps project to boos :
Belleville neighborhoods . .. ..., 13
L ]

N . ..F...,\A-.)MA SRR RN T

r00@ TTDD I’H\OD H.I.\'lS 0997 €8¢ 8T9 XVd GO:FT I¥d F8/FI/0T
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after last yeur's flood and prevent
future. floachny #t sites around St
Clair and Madison counties. The
floods wreaked much damage (o Met.
ro Fast streams, and many emeryen-
sich as clearme oul

Harding Ditch — are needead.
AmeriCorps — President Bill Clin-
ton's new national service program
— helps peaple earn college or voca:
tional scholarships or repay educa-
tonal loans while they rebuild

Cleanu:p

From page one

Oy Tupdirs -

e

S
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communities,
. White. a junior at Southern Illinois
University of Edwardsville, got in-
volved in AmeriCorps when 2 a.[riend
tald her about the Op,.;orlun_u« ¢
Wihite has a 3-yvear old son at
home. This gives her some money to
buld for thei luture
“I'm concerned about Lhe environ-
ment, dad [ thought it would be a
good thing Lo learn 10 gurden and (w
help the community,” While said.
And shie had one more reason for
Csigring ups 1 care about East St
Louis. I've lived here all my life

MoFgan has volunteered a5 a gar-

dening expert for the Univer raity of
Iinois extonsiod service and worked
in the demansiration garden for the
Collinsvilie Park District. She thinks
2 carcer in landscupe architecture
might be just what she wants — and
AmeriCorps will give her the oppor-
Lunity 1o pursue her dream,

Morgan got iuterested when she
heard ‘AmeriCorps would “'pay my
child cire, give e education benafits
and. | get to do secvice for the com-
rmunity. That hooked mc !’

She's excited, about cre dung, a
new, clean habitat {or fish by worlung
in the streams.

And what she likes bost is that
“this 1+ something good, something
positive” for the community,

Nationwide, some 20,000 people
are in the first AmeriCorps group,
and about 1,200 of them are in De-
partment of Agriculture projects. INi-
nois has the largest USDA project of
any state, said Rod Atterberry, who
is state facilitator for the USDA

— L4
AmeariCorps projects.

“We want to make this 2 model for
the nation,” said Don Wallace, who is
State Community Coliege’s coordina-
tor for the program.

The AmeriCorps participants will
work closely with neighborhood ar-
ganizations m East $t. Louis and
Lavejoy.

“People from all walks of life, who
had a range of experience and educa-
tional hackgrounds, were interested
ut becoming a part of what we're
doing," Wallace said,

Kufus Williams, who's the co-coor-

Others interviewed

shared the same spirit
of wanting to contribute
to their community.

dinator for the AmeriCorps teams in
East St. Louis, said about 250 people
applied for the 30 spots, Williams
works for the USDA Soil Couserva-
tion Service,

"We had so many excellent candi-
dates to select from,” he said. The
East St, Louis Horticulture Council
helped make the decision.

Al a kickoff ceremony n Septem-
ber, guests came to East St Louis
from as far away as Washington.

As part of the training, John F,
Harryman, district conservatlionist
for the Soil Conservation Scrvice, is
teaching the techniques of conserva-

T10D KKOD ALVIS

ol e+

tion that were once taught to Work-
ers of the Depression-cra C:'.ﬁlmn
Lcm:er\ ation Corps.

“"We're dusting off tne anmcnl
techniques of the CCC,” he- said.
Creeks will be fixed with willow fiosts
and strenglhened with cedar
revelments.

The plan is to restore ereeks in the
bluffs so they won't flood; this will
prevent dirl spills and silt build-up in
the streams below in the flood plain,

At tharr tl:nm.':g sUssions at State
Community College this week,. the
AmeniCorps leam workers worg.gray
shurls with black and red trim and the
proud slogan: “AmeriCorps: Getting
Things Done,”

William LeRov, 28, of East St
Louis, said the education benefits
would let him finish college. At the
same nimce, AmeriCarps’ contribu-
tions “'will give the ut\ of Fust St
Louis a better image.

James Pace, 39, of East St. Louis,
53Vs the project should “benefiiithe
hmmua ity for-years and ycigd to
come.” At the same time, Pace,
who's the father of two, plans m ) Day
off his education lnans,

Others interviewed nlhuthe
sawe spirit of wanling to contribute

to their community, | inderson,
2], wants to help Ea Louis
Michael Smith, 47, sces (his as 2

chance to combine his yard work
skills and love of outdoors with com-
Imumty service.

For more information. call Rufus
Williams at (618)234-1484 or the
toll-free national USDA AmeriCorps
hotline at 1-800-880-4183.
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AMERICORPS® TO HOST
NUTRITIONAL WORKSHOP
The USDA Americorps Anti-

Hunger Team will host a workshop
on nutrition and food safety on
Wednesday, November 16, 1994,
at 11:30 a.m. at the Neighborhood
Facility Building located at 501 N.
Hayden St., Belzoni, MS, The pur-
ge of this session is 1o share in-
?:muon with residents about the
importance of preparing bealthy,
well-balanced meals, and followin
doctor's order on prescn .
xnus for specific health condi-
dons. The public is invited to at-
tend this important event. For more
information call (601) 247-1308.

given at the bank for Diabetes Month.

Mud Deita Home Health Dietitian Katherine Davis (right) counsels Saran
Hoou o nutrition ) intormation und blood sugar levels, while one 1 Mrs.
Hood's o members has by blood pressure checked by Guldic Bieaturd,
LEN Lot backgtound . soan Mullein, LPN finishes her shift ai the heaith

PAGE B2

HEALTH FAIR AT
GUARANTY BANK

Over 100 people Participated i
health fair ar Guaranty Bank
Trust Co,, on Thursday, Novemt
3. In recognition of Diabei
Month (November), nurses and
registered dietitian with Mid-De|
Home Health provided free blo
pressure and blood sugar checks
the bank,

Ten local COrp members of tt
new USDA Anti-Hunger Corp
Community Service organizatio
£ame us a group (with Crew Leade
Evelyn Bankhead ang projec
coordinator Sarah Hood) 1o partici
Pate n the health fair and obtai
heaith-related information,
Katherine Davis, Centified Diabe
tes Educator and Registered Dieti
Uan with Mid-Delta Home Health
talked with panticipants about the
Symptoms of Diabetes, and pro-
vided nutrition counge! g and in.

formation to those w erience
problems with higt ar,
ete.

For those int g
more abour [
Vi.in:U CIUIT
Counry ipport (
Cooki Holidays is the
scheduled program the Novem-
ber Diabe Sup; up meet-
mg. The mes Hng will be held from

7 p.m. on Monda November
21, 1994 ar the Hy phreys County
Neighborhood Facilirs Building at

501 Hayden St . in Belzoni.

Katherine Davis w]] lead the
meeting and answer an juestions
You may have. Mid-Delta sponsors
the suppon Broup as a way to
provide an informal seting for
people with Diabetcs 1o obtajn in-
formation on a variety of topics
such as foot care, controlling blood
Sugar, nutntion, and helpfu] hims
On maintaining healthy die(s.
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Milwaukee chosen for anti-hunger program

college or vocational scholarships
or vouchers to repay college loans.
The Hunger Task Force of Mil-
waukee and the Milwaukee Com-
munity Service Corps. will collabo-
rate on Milwaukee County's anti-
hanger program, U.S. Rep. Thomas
M. Barrett, D-Wisconsin, said,
The project will recruit 40 area

 young adults, ages 18 to 23, to work

for a year in community outreach

for anti-hunger programs, renovate

and construct food pantries, estab-
lish additional farmers markets and
community gardens and increase
the capacity of emergency food

programa.

In return, AmeriCorps partici-
pants will earn $4.75 per bour.
Upon completion of service, they
will receive a $¢,725 scholarship.

The task force feeds more than
89,000 people each month, including
more than 25,000 children,

USDA Food and Nutrition Service « Office of Govemment Affairs and Public Information
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New Jersey Academy for Commuy;
-y Service and-Service Leaming,
housed at Rutgers. Y 5

Psllone said Iv was ftting to an:

R e S nolnce the in Plscayy:
' Hennii deputy ol Conscrvp-  way. the slte chosen last ye:ragb

President Bill Clinton to announc
his plsns for a nadonal servicd

) ¥
Team | recruitinent [will
immedistely, and the st pro
e .ac i : a8 Sep
w- h ' lM‘ m.' &
yesr, e e il recel
at least g 37,500 stipend and

versity’s  Louis Bevwn  Achlet
Center to talk about the corps,
to'highlight the university's own
communiry service

spirit, if nex size, to the Clvili

Atton her | worth $4,72%. g Youn nacrva Corps
Ghild care i avaflabie| Applicants ~the 15300 O o Corpm.
1?7 old. ! . - "
In addivion to'on«che-job »

tion and expetience, Clinton's

tatbe calls for college tuition

credie. . o
"+ -The watershed management a

proach to environmeneal proteg.
« tlon, is gaining popularity ss

ple - realize the,, ecologle
Aimpueuince of “nonpoint’: sou 11

or e source, pollutivn, sa

Da iffer, executive dlrem
of the Upper Raritan Waters
Assoclation. Whatever happens iff

- the watershed Impacts ‘the river,
hl'll.'ﬂ : . " 5 I,m
"kt starts '{n- the alr ‘as raln theie
i washes t the air pollution/!
aald Peiffer. The rain then collectt
14 * Whatever Islon the ground, Includy
Ing litter, siil and chemicals, and

~ pours some of it into the' river. - -
Pdiffer estimated thac 60 per.

cent of all water pollution is crg,
ated this way now that industriy
g : pipes, the 'notorio)
“point’ sources, " have largely
hees regulated and ¢leaned up. ..

(HH

EEIED 1B,20-20

corps. Clinton visited Rutgers Unf:,

. The |
* natlonal service corps is similar ﬁ

004/005
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The Times-Independent, Thursday, September 15, 1984-A3

Americorps offering
openings in the
Four Corners area

The U. §. Department of

- Agriculwre is launcbing the

Americorps program In Uab this
month by offering opportunities o
about 40 college graduatas to gain
work expexience and tition reim-
bursement while belping develop ru-
ral areas of the Four Corners region.
Americorps is President Bil)
Clinwon's new sationa) service ini-
uative that establishes 3 “domestic
Peace Corps.” .

Job ppportunites are available in
Utah, New Mexico, Colorado and
Arizona in the disciplines of educa-
uiop, information, small-scale agri-
culture development, namural re-
sources inventory and determioiag

indusoy

potensal. )
Americorps is seeking college
graduates with an incerest in rural
development. To requast an applica-
tion and leam aboul Americorps in
the Four Corners region, call 1-800-
784.1445, Applications will be ac-

cepted through Sept. 30.
Participants will eam a stipead of
$12,000 for working 1,800 bours
duriog 2 10- 10 12-month period.
They will also receive bealth insur-
ance and reimbursement for child
care, if necessary. Upon completion
of the 1,800 bours, an education
voucher of $4.725 will be awarded.
Tbe voucher may be used (o repay

student loans and/ar be applied to-
ward nytion for & advanced degree.

The Four Comers initative will
focus on ecooomic dsvelopment and
eovironmental c¢opservation,
Specifically, Americorps members
will be conducting ap analysis of the
potential for patural resource based.
value-added industries in the region:
conducting ressarch into the role of
rarural resource based industries in
local economies; and assisting Lim-
ited resource farmers in developing a
database of regional demographics
and assisting with tourism mdusTy
management.

@o03,005
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Thursday, September 15. 1984—Sun Advocate, Price Utans

USDA to launch national
service program in state

Team USDA will launchthe
Americorps program in Utah
this month by affering oppor-
tunities to about 40 college
graduvatesto gain work experi-
ence and tuition reimburse-
ment while helping develop
rural areas of the Four Cor.
ners region.

Americorps is President
Bill Clinten's new national
service initiative that esta-
blishes a “demestic Peace
Corps.” :

Job opportunitics are avail.
able in Utah, New Mexico,
Colorade and Arizona in the
disciplines of education, infor-
mation, small-scale agricul-
ture development, natural
resources inventory and
determining industry
potential.

Americorps is seeking col-
lege graduates with an inter-
est in rural development. To
rcquest an application and
learn about Amernicorps in the
Four Corners region, call toll-
free at 1-800-784-1445. Appli-
cations will be accepted
through Sept. 30.

Parucipants will earn a
stipend ol $12.000 for working
1.800 heurs during a 10- to
12.month period. They will

also receive health insurance
and reumbursement for child
care if necessary. Upon com-
pletion of the 1,800 hours, an
education voucher of $4,725
will be awarded. The voucher
may be used to repay student
loans and/or be applied tow-
ard tuition for an advanced
degree.

According to Kresha East-
man, Utah's Americorps pro-
ject manager, the Four gor-
ners initiative will focus on
economic development and
environmental conservation,

Specifically, Americorps
members will conduct an
analysis of the potential for
natural resource based, value-
added industriesin the region;
conduct research into the role
of natural resource based
industries in local economies:
and assist limited resource
farmers in developing small.
scale agriculture enterprises.
Members will alsc develop a
database of regional demo-
graphics and assist with tour.
isru industry management.

E.Stml‘l‘l is a resource COI‘;_—
servation and development
coordinator for the United
States Soi Censervation Ser-
vice in Price.

goo2/003
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CLARION LEDGER (JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI)

More than 250 AmenCorps workers wﬂl help out in state

M The program benefits both

the community and the
volunteers. _ ’]/l{

hm*m

Hundnd.l ofpwple will begin work in
Mississippi this fall, fighting hunger,
teaching students, enhancing habitat for
the red-cockaded woodpecker and more.

“We're darn proud to get the belp,”
said Don Bolinger, spokesman for the
U.S. Forest Service in Jackson.

The Forest Service will get 20 of the

TODAY‘S EXTRA

L{ mot.hmZﬁOwhml’urwhmtha

‘Bienville National Fovrest through the
US. Department of Agricultare’s Public
Lands and Environment Team, one of
five AmeriCorps programs guaranteed
funding for next year in Missiseippi.

The others are Teach for America,
Deita Service Carps, USDA Rural Devel-
opment Team and the USDA Anti-Hun-
ger Team.

The five programs are among 58 the

TO APPLY

thm'
sion on National and Community
Service at 982-8779 to apply to
work or to apply for a grant.

White House in June announced will op-
erabe in almost overy state starting im
September. .

More programs with another 200 to
250 jobe may be available for the state,

hl.ﬁm(h.ngforthnhu-ot.b—ﬁﬂ
ized, said’ Marsha Meelks Kelly, exacu-
tive director of the Miseissippi Comnnis-
son om National md(hnnuuty&r
vice, which oversess'ths progmm. *. 7%

President Climton hnudthnAn-i-
Corps program -last September, adding
Dew conMmumty. servioe programs o ex-
isting ones, sach es Volunteers im Service
to America.

AmeriCorps workers, age 17 and up,
get a living stipend of up to $7,500 end an
educational benefit of $4,725 to use for
college and vocational school.

See SERVICE, 5A
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AmeriCorps to help restore

W Workers in the new program
will receive a small monthly
wage and college tuition credits
for their part In the project

-

By JOE FITZQIBBON
Corraspondent, The Oregonian

‘At least two dozen of President
Clinton's newly created AmeriCorps
whrkers will be helping restors por-
tiens of the Columbia Slough before
thy end of surmmer.

On Monday, President Clinton an-
ncunced the creation of Amen-
Corps, a cadre of 20,000 young men
and women to work on soil conser.
vation projects in return for college
tuition waivers and monthly living
expenses.

In a program patterned after
Peace Corps and Vista, college-aged
young people will work for a year
restoring wildlife habitats, farm-
lahds and urban greenspaces. In ad-
dition to a stipend of about $700 &
month, AmeriCorps volunteers will
earn a 4,725 tuition credit to be ap-
plied to a college of their choice.

The Corporation for National and
Community Servics (CNCS), under
the guidance of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, selected a Portland

to restore portions of the Co-
lumbia Slough and Whitaker Pond
as a model for the national service
program.

“This sends out an important mes
sage to the entire region, but espe-
¢dally the African-American commu-
nity that we are going to do
something about eavironmental
damage,” sald Metro Councilor Ed
Washington, who cosponsored the
project proposal with Portland State
Professor Barry Messer. Washing
ton grew up in North Portland near
the Columbia Slough and said that
he has made its restoration a per-
sonal goal.

“People of color have been fishing
and using the slough for recreation
and it's Jong past time we make it
the jewel ft's always had the poten-
tial to be.”

According to Measer, the program
will hire 20 youths full-time to work
on restoration prgjects along the
slough over the next two years. An-
other dozen parttime college stu-
dents will act as mentors for high
school students [rom Roosevelt,
Grant, Jeffersor and Marshall high
schools studying natural resource
management along the 18-mile wa-
terway.

Messer said that he and Washing-

B WHAT The newly created AmeriCorps
to help solve environmental problems.

M WHO'S IN T High school and college
students.

B WHAT DO THEY DO: In Portiand, the
job will be work aiong the Colurbxa
Siough and Whitakes Pord

B WHAT DO THET GET: A $700 monthly

- stipend and up 1o $4,728 in tuiticn cred-
s

B WHERE TO CALL-Contact E¢ Wash-
ington at Metro, 797-1546 or call 1-800-
94ACORPS.

ton spent more than a year drafting
the slough proposal and expected
work to get under way around
Labor Day. -

“The actual amourt of money we
will have to spend has not been de-
termined yet, but it might be close to
$1 million,” said Messer.

For its initial year, CNCS will
fund 42 different AmeriCorps proj-
ects operating in 32 siates. Ponfmd
and five other urban sites were se-
lected for funding, including Atlan-
ta, Chicago, East St Louls, Boston
«nd Washington. D.C,



THE DISPATCH (COLUMBUS, OHIO)

AmeriCorps project will benefit Darby Creek

Mone tielys i on the wae to keep Dty Clrech,
Prese

The ereck™ watersivs]l has been chosen as
ote o 42 AmenitChags pegerts adminsteved b
the T Derant nent of Agienluere.

AmeniCorpes 15 the nional senvwe pln thx
ol |n|1ni;~m|. cam eollepe ar voctional seheed

In-!.u e owkabe asn Ry or the commary

Sin pepde wit! e i)t asaph dhe
owaorh co e Darly Creck project, <aid Law-
e Clark, sate conseratinst. for Ohi’s Sl
Consorvation Sewvicy

pewnan

I adt helpaceserate e efforts hete

awith thwe N Comaereaner,” Clark zand.

“The sladents varn o small stpend ol
creals o edlleam, snd il belpe s et conservaten
an Ahe Lind WS gt laedzeas, it been ek
I cdlind e Y we aweed Lo dooale of the
comservann work Bt needs 1o e done.”™

Fore ol o empheaces will work with oarad
and arhan Lunknesors, saxd Wes Beery, apnaa
taral evonbimatas for the Naboae Corsirvaney m
Colnerars They N tran 1o develop whole farm
plive . aesagn filter sbaps meae e creeh aond work
woahan areas W momntor shere slowm water s
wrorye, he sl

Another warker sl plani. frees e e npan-
an baafler siep area, which s e and peat by te
crevk Tae anth waill boone e “niver keeper.”
aned aall “provude anathier sot of eves on Qe creck”
o repat F e durepead, trees
devehpuoent g oo elose, Becery sand
Tteniaes cove B beee e o by Ao
thera cne Dasnl by e e SNeptembaer,

XY cand
v ( LH‘L.
sl

Pactienont wall csome e St ST and an

wdisoes) vl er wodh F1.720

A e,

arecal e

FARM TO MARKET
Those mmerested  (in
i proprram can call S(G-
RSN e e b
[NRYET]

HALL HONOREES
The Qom Apicultura!
Couneil last week an-
noawwesd the fay 19% n-
tkktees intn he Ohwe Ap-
viatitond Thai i e

@B v, of suu-
b hewyr revgr
izl e g canety of eos
btk to greuiture tamughout s cancer
He practwes vonservatin offurds an his Rin
Grwkie Farm ad e has workae) 1o devehy year
roamd prazing in Ohie.

Fayans nedpod secure fundinge for the Ohia
Belle Valky Bl Tost Gty and helped teann
the Ameican Quarter Horse Conymess, which
Lakes place m Colombios evers Tall

B otert Gotterman, of Clevekuwl, s beine,
riengntzed fer b contnlabions e the Olio wine
mvhisrees Tle s erediteed witle pcserang the ey
and wuw mdastes 2o the <l throngh las e
hieas of dhes Vewers, Lo, Moo Arme aad M
[BOATR
W,

SUZANNE
STEEL

e
Wi an e

Coattenman reteneental o owetfog e
shates g prodines te cipermaent wath cew
virelies booprineduce betlee winess e als ielpedd
ervate the Oh Geape Todustones Progaaim, whach

oht other states have waad as a modiel.

® William Richards s former chicf of the .8
Sail Corservation Serviee and a farreer in Circle-
villkee Ohm. Il = consubaed a pioneer in cvon
restdue managemeat and  stopped plowing his
pvwined 1 e Be s cameng b the uendticia)
ade Ttraltader of Conservatin Tillagae ™ 1
the: amwkultioal rena

He foanded the Okie Top Panuners organiz-
v, & purchasng and nmarketing covperative, As
dief of the SCS. Richards worked on sol eradon
xotrol, wellands pmtecton and  witer macage
tnen

m Dean Sineral, now of Leestorg. Fia,
servest ax Jeppslative repnesentative e the Ohig
Fanw Rivean Federation for more than 35 yoars,
tn that eapucity, Simeral worked  on |rg‘i-|)2j|"r'
ad eepulatory ssues that would aifedt Y roral
chtric wapratives, the Faru Credit System,
CGonnttymark arel Landmark, mulk  eoopaeratives,
Wl feed and gram indbslry nn,,':uumlmm

Simerid worked an the  appropeutions and
budgol needs of Ohio State University Fxtension,

College of Agivallure and Agricuitral Rescarch
and Development Conter. and for the Ohio e
paatment of Apviedture.

He also worked on legisiation <o that Tarin-
Lud i Geanl at an ggmcabaral e salue wd
wirkial Lo extallish gmendined - distrees o pro-
bt Tuees enn sich thimgss s naanee sats.

The foar will be Ikn.onxl al. the Ohia Agrical.
tnal ol -ul' Fanw: Break et A 12 dinge the
Ohm S Fair, Twehets v avadable e inn
oroanezdlms and Tone MeNuh at ¥76 4636

Saconne Stecl 15 adnbusiness eporier for
The Drqateh




By JOAN QALLER
Sigff Weket

One yesr after Pessident Clin-

unveil a national service program
— offering Americe’s students a
paycheck and acholarship for per-
forming community ssrvices —
the project [s off and running.

Twenty young New Jerseyans
will be selectsd thizs summer to
serve onas-yaar stints on resto.
ration projects Invelving thres
major watsrsheds: the Raritan
River, Arthur Kill, and the
Musconstcong.

Actusl work should start some-
time this fall sftet the students srs
selected and trained, with Union
County getting half or more of the
workers to h.lﬁ, restore the
180.acre Arthur Kill Watershed,
sald Carloa Hepning, deputy stats

partment of Agriculture.

i Henning was present yestarday
when Rep. Frank
announced the Carden BStats's
share In the national ssrvice in-
itistive to reators watersheds dut-
Ing & news conference in Plecata-
way's Johnson Patk. '

Pallone spake with his back to
the Raritan River, Into which
mueh of the 1,100-acrs Raritan
River watsrsbed flows from
portions of Middlessx and Mon-
raouth counties, his 8th Congres-
sional District, and from Sotmerset
County,

“President Clinton hss made
‘national service a high priority,
land 1 would liks to see this Initiat-
iiwa continue,” sald Pallone, 8 Dem.
locrat.

{  “Hars in the Raritan River Val-
lay, as wall as aJong the Bayshors,
we cortainly nesd soma restoration
jwork done,” he said. “This Is an

larsa with great potantlal for ree-
‘reation an .c.nf: beauty.”

Pallons’s announcement was

timed to coincide with similar
announcements [n Washington,
D.C., and across the natiop, in-
‘eluding ons from the office of h.q:
Robert Menendez, ¢ Democrat
whose 13th Congresslonal District
{ncludes portions of Unlon and
Middlesex counties. Menendesz
worked with Unlon County offi-
bials to ensure the Arthur Kill
Watershed's inclusion in the proj-
ect.

' ““This programm is a great deal fot

¥ Moinder

New Jarsav” Menan pald. "Tt

" all of us po 909 g
|ton visitad Rutgers University to °

consarvationist for the U.B. De- -

J. Pallens Jr,

N.J. watersheds
to goi 20 helpers

dellvers gn the p
of & Najonal Be
the reaults home

o gy |

E.,.,m}ﬂ

Menshdez er
Donald M. Payne ¢nd Bob Franks
for suppprting orstion of
Arthur [Kill watershed, whi

drains ¥ of Unign ty's 41
municipplities the |
and R dverd, Mozmses Creek
and Pilpa Creek, and |parts of

northe
The
aAccomtond
tls, Su 8
“The watashed proj-
octs are part of @ natiogwide pro-

grama upder the US. rtment
of Agrigulture that will ultima
place 1[800 AmefiCorps natio
servics [ participants aut
urban| and ryral Amoerida,

Menet . ;
The USDA prégram will ba the
largest pingle fedgral agency com-
T:lnont of the pational se
Gl et b
through ith rporstion
3:‘1" lonal and Community Ses-
Nowl Jersey currently bas 120
studan}s involved In various edm-

munity service [proj ereated

during the pdst ypar under
‘AmeriCorps, which b-
[lshed [by the National Bervics
‘Trust [Act. By 1985, the ‘s
natiorg] servics feorps:ia @ tad
to h 300 to 400

The 20 studas dod for New
Jersey{s watsrahad restoration ac.
tlon thams will be recruited fom
areas | whare Upsmployment . ez2-
coads the U.8. akeragy, now at 8.8
parcagt, and those panta
who bigh school dlplomas will
have pn opportunity uu-nﬂln
the {tate’s vecatiopal-trai ﬂ
bigh gchools twp accalsrh
diploge pre a, one said.

Eaqh will be paid a d of at
least 37,500 fof performing 1,700
hourd of work, |or 40-heur ks
for nlhe months, the e

of on r. Thpy alse will recoive
284, ig':wch payable aftar the
work fis complafed directly to thelr

E.getw' eostq or past col-

.wha ttow'ilarkptrt:‘timo

can fRlAll the wprk bt by
iPH. ng the whrk |”fbﬂﬂ‘
ing 900 hours jeach year two
|, tald Jan USDA eoil
consdrvationlst for New Jershy.
Oves teain tearna wrill

dited. Reps.

 Thelr work will laclude

NEWS TRIBUNE

reach out t0 communities impac-
Mbym?mm hhhmm-y.
AAd0ga, &D! pletaent planned
activities, gho sald . v . .
soll
ercelon abatemant, improvemeat
of water quality and habitat, cre-
ation of buffer areas of grase and
trees, restoration of wetlands, and
stresmbank stabllization, and
copmunity cleanup projects.
Boma students will handls tach.
nical aspscts, while others wil
engage in physical labor, she said,
on public and private lands. - -
Hannlng eredited Unlon County
with advancing Its own ageoda lest
year by e that
the stats USDA 1ataz ineot
poratad In (ts fedsral appticstion.
“We took the proposals fro
whare there was a dam
intarest, where they were ready
willing, and ahle,” ke explained.
" Henning sald his offics’ initialh

requested 54 studsat puﬂ?uh
for the New Jursey project, with X

to be astigned to Unioa County k
mest its demionstrated teed fo;
restoration of th'ol Arthur KU

%a

Watershed, - -

Now that the number approvec
Is short of that goal, H sald
he expects Union ty will otil

got half or more of the planne
manpewer and funding to handl
the necessary work. -
The Raritan River an
Musconetcong waternheds weri
the state USDA office hwhd:
’s
of need and ongoing work. - -
To apply for the UBDA watar.
shed programs, eall toll-froes (800,
830-4183.

Staft Write Kathisan Hopira eentd

utad tm e resast
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1st Wave of Service Corps
Starts S. Side Duty Today

By Basil Talbolt

Sun-Times Woshinglon Buroow

WASHINGTON—~Wearing gray
uniforins with starbursts, the first
Chicngo contingent of AmncriCorpy —
the new domeitic Peace Corps—will
invade o ficld of weeds today on the
South Side.

They are in the advance guard of
20,000 Amcricans to be enrolied by
fall in President Clinton’s initintive to
engage peopla in public service and
htfp them with their education.

Eli Scgal, assistant to the president
for nalional and community scrvice,
lounched the program officielly at a
"White House Ericﬁng Monday.

AmcriCorps differs from the sinaller
and well-established Peace Corps, Se-

al said, because it will be assembled
from a variely of progrume proposed
snd run by nonprofit organizations
snd federal agencies and not operated
by & single Washington-based agency.

A good example of the way it will
work i3 found in the B0 recruits who
start weed training today under a
summer program devieed by the U.S.
Agriculture Depertment, the Chicogo
High School for Agricultural Science
and the Chicogo Houging Authority.
Alter training at a garden at 111th
ond Hale, the recruits will gpend eight
weeks at the Ida B. Wells public

housing project.

Teoms of 11 pevple each will recon-
dition a field at Madden Pork across
fromm Wells and then move into the
CHA low-tises, painting, planting und
pruning trees, putling in walks, build-
ing berms, and covering sreas with
gross.

“It’s 2 massive job but we want to
make it an atlractive place,” suid Bar-
bura Vulerious, principul of the high
school, who is doing the training for
her group.

The program drew recruits from
different races and income levels—a
mix of people from all over the metro-
politan area. Each recruit earns a little
more then the minimum wage, and
any corpe member who finishes the
program also gets a $1,000 education
credit to be used for college, vocation-
al tralning or to repuy a student loan,

“The ethic is different fromn other
job progroms,” said Joel Berg, who
oversces Agriculture Departnent col-
leboration with AmeriCorps. “The
work performed will mostly benefit
the disadvantsged, but the pceople in
the program will not eclely be the
dism'vanlnged."

Full-year programs start in Scptem-
ber. ﬁjmul 20 members, including
some from the Ida B. Wells summer

rogram, will be enrolled for a ycar.
~ach will reccive §7,500 for a yeor of

service and, if they finish, an addition-
al $1,725 education grant,

In the first yeor, AmeriCorps will
operate in 47 states with $31 million
dispersed to nonprofit urganizations
and $16 million to federal sgencies.
Most organizations are still interview-
ing appliconts for the ycarlong pro-
grams.

Other Chicogo nrea prograwms in-
clude:

B Filty-five recruits enrolled by City
Year, a Boston-based organization,
who will start each duy doing precision
calisthenics ot 8:15 am. in the Daley
Center plaza before spreading out
acroes the city in teams of 11 for a
variety of activitics. Included will be
volunteer work at elementary schools,
scnior citizen homes, parks and low-
income neighborhoods,

® One person working out of the High
Ridge YMCA, organizing the city's
first Eurth Service Corps in Fast Rog-
¢rs Purk. The staffer will organize
teenagers to plant trees, clean up graf-
fiti, and develop trash recycling pro-
grams.

B Seven full-time and nine part-time
recrults working with the I Have o
Drcam Foundation. The recruits will
work with the 350 studenty slready In
the foundation program aimed at
helping disadvantaged youngsters get
a college cducation.

€6 The work performed will mostly benefit the disadvantaged, but the
people in the program will not solely be the disadvantaged. 99
—Joel Berg of the U.S. Agriculture Department

e AT
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Service corps recruits dig in

By Ray Quintaniita

Frpone. Stary Wenvu

Holding a shovelful of i, with
namicured designer Lingernals
st wilh rhanestonws, Carrie
Potts on Tuesday began working
fowarnd her goal of Iwwoming an
accomntant

It starts right here, like this,
digging and shoveling But you
know, when I'm into my career,
LI e naking the nwmey for ine
ansh omy son” sald Polls, 20,
st parent with a7 month old
Inalwy

For il simmer, Potis will e
srnming $147 o week with the
pronnise of an additional $1,000 for
cullege under a 10 week mudel of
Prsadent Clinton’s Amwericorps, a
walional service program billed as
A domestic Peace Corps. Amer
vorps won't oflwially start and
Aceepl s o year recriils uantil
Fall

Polls was among ) summer re
irults, whose apges range (rom 16
I 22, who cleanel up a South
Shle neighborhood Nower garden
Tuersday al Homewood and Maonte
rey Avenues Nearly hall of the
Summer of Salely participants
come from poor backgroumds

“Is not exactly the Kind of
work | woulil want to do all the
lime, but I's beller than hanging
wul” sald Polls, who plans 1o
altend Northeastern Nhinos Ung-
versily in the [all
T Chicagn High Sehool Tor Ag
thoulinral Sewnce, e 1S Depart
went of Agriculture aod the Chg
capn Housing Authorily shaped

Chwe o Tobune, Weadioesday, e 272, 1P N

the local plan and devised dutles
for the reeruils

I started with some wesd pull-
ing. bl bwefore i's aver, the re.
cruits will Night illegal awctivity in
e ol Cliecapo's neighborboods,

TThese kuds are very eager to
help peoples o | know they will

G

¥el A lot out of I," said Karen
Cole, 15, an Agricullure Depart-
ment employee who supervises
the workers.

Gardening Is light work com.
pard (o the task the recrulls will
face in two weeks: cleaning up the
Ida B, Wells housing development

to help néigthfhoods, themselves

and helping the South Side area's
residents form a neighborhood
walch program.

“I'm not afraid I've heard all the
horror storkes, and no matter how
you see |, these are wople who
need help” sald Quinn Leonard,

Intune photo by lonn Dnekan

Some of the 50 summer recruits working for an urban service coips clean up a South Side nelghborhood flower garden Tuesday.

17, a Beverly resident and a grad
uate of S1. Ignatius College
Preparatory School. “I'm here 1o
try and help them out.”

Joel Berg, nationnl servies i

tor for the Agriculture IHepaart
ment, said Chicago and CHA o

e will anersise Hhaeir s o
ensure the revruils ane sale e
twesrn the work howes ol 7 0 o
dpm

CIHoyou owanl to make o dithie
ence, you've got to go inlo sieas ol
high crime,” Hepg sanl “"We'ye
Faken precautions, ot i ome van
Ruaraniee 100 percent salety tor
them ™

It the combination of Hnproy
Ing nethborhomls, stealy sum
mer employnwent, amd the bonns
for college or voeational sehiol
trmmng was ecnough to keep the
recruits trom entertaining
thoughits of lenvime Hwe program

Somwe revrits sind eyl speend
time trving to get Wells residenis
mvolved with nimproving then
an

SIS e aweghlmorhionsd Thie by
paart wall fall on the residents, aaul
I help out,” sand Barbars Wilson
TH, whio was st ol the ¢ala i
Green development aml now lves
a lew blocks away wilh ey
mather.

“"Maybe some day the place can
be o wonderul plice to ive,” Wil
son, a premed student at Western
Ihimois Universily, saod of Wl
"We'll work together ™

Potts, who was riisesd al Wells
and sUl lives there, sand she'll i
troxtuee her work friends (o some
neighhorhood friends
“Everything's going to he fine 11
Lk 1o some Iriends of mune and
KL Ahem o help vs. s evervone
works together,” she sl Wi 1l
have fun ™
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Delta areas score with jobs

MEMPIIIS, TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 1994

By James W, Brosnan
The Commercial Appaal
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The Clinton
administration  Monday
signed 7,000 national service
slots to needy areas, including

Louisiana Delta, but not one to
Memphis or West Tennessee.
However, that could change

as- .

301 to the Misslssippl-Arkansas .

slots for graduate students to
counsel familles. That would
double the size of the program,
sald Barbara King, executive di-
rector of the center.

Clinton’s national service pro-
gram, called AmeriCorps, is de-
signed to attract mostly college-
age students to work a year for a
minimum-wage salary of at least

. §7,500 and then after a year's

tour;'a vouchar worth $4,725 to
spend on cbllege or other educa-
tional prograia. The 7,000 slots

{ this fall, when the nex? round of
|, awerds to promote national $er- “shndtinced Monday were for na-
"vice ere announced. The Ten: .tional or mult-state proirams
| nessse Commission on Natiosial: “operated by federgl agedcies or.
| Community Setvice today s sub- . ’not-for-profit, grglips. Another
mitting' thé maxithum eight €p-. "13,000 will be dwarded through a
plications for the fall awards, {n+ :cpmpetftion between the states.
cluding two from Memphis.. -
The Center - for's Urug-Free - Espy, a formet M(asissippi con-
Schools also i skaking 2q.full- " grefsmin, garhered more than
time and 20 part-time slots, pri. ;1,200 of the slots for variouns ru-
' marily for Rhodes College Stti. ‘' -ral programns add a fourth of
dents to mentof alembntary 4nd Wihose Went to the Deta.
middle-school<. students “ dnd. ' About half fhe Delta slots, 145,
operate after-sthool arts®and:. continue a pilot program known
Asports programs. ' 7. 8s the Delta Servite Cbrps in
i “We're sute to be shoutind’ 'fﬂssissl pl. Arkansas and Lou-
from the rooftops If {t comes: islapa that Sen. Dale Bumpers
through,” said Bette Garner, sl =(D-Ark.) ' got AUthdrized two
school pdychologist ‘At thé- cen- - years agd, The Corpd members,
tes. .. .-t 0+ 3270 whotange in age from the 208 td
The Efchange Clodb Thild . the 808, work throtighout the
Abuse Preventiofl- C!nttr"lﬂ."}Dega &t Hedd -Start centers,

Memphls, working Wih déveral he
other local agedcles, )y sezking .~ seid Clarencs Lovel
10- full-titte; &nd 20

R

P Y

Agriculture Secretary. Mike.

th cliniés 4nd bousing sites, -
Y, dlr’e‘cto.r :
pasriimes. of-.’thg‘«;'d(vlsi_sndor' qommunity -

from national service plan

services in the Mississippi De-
partment of Education. -
Also in Mississippt: Lk
@ Fifteen AmeriCorps mein.
bers will work in Sunflower and
Humphreys counties to help
poor families take advantage of
government food programs and
tax advantages{or lower-income

peoi_le. :
@ Four will help the poor in
Clarksdale obtain  routine
heslth care delore they get sick.

@ Twenty out of Jackson to {In-
prove the habitat and facilities
along the Shockaloe Trail to in-
crease awareness of the Red
Cockaded Woodpecker.

In Arkaonsas five AmeriCorps
members were assigned to For-
rest City, Osceoloa, Hope, Pine
Bluff, and Fort Smith as partofa
10-state effort by the Associ-
ations of Farrmm Worker Opportu-
nity Programs to teach safe use
of pesticides.

Memphis didn't get a cut of
apy of the bpational or agency
programs partly because anti-
hunger teams were assigned
only to the Delin area and to Los
Angeles, Washington, Los An-

eles, Milwaukee and Verwont.

1so, the Justice Depastment as-
signed its members to seven of
the 21 Weed-and-Seed anti-drug
Erograms. Memphis doesn’t
ave a8 Weed-and-Seed program

Yet.
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.\ Hve ByMEAGHAN BUCHAN

- The U.S. Soil Conservation Service will hold a job fair

at the Hunterdon County Library in Annandale tomorrow

for people interested in employment in the AmeriCorps Na-

tional Service Program.

AmeriCorps is President Clinton’s national service ini-

-tiative. It allows diverse groups of young people to earn col-

lege or vocational school scholarships while performing

® THE COURIER-NEWS

Gifnéervation corps
seeks applicants

fThree people applied Wednesday
atan Annandale job fair to work with
the.U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
S6il- Conservation Service to help
with watersheds in nine New Jersey
counties. - .

The Soil Conservation Service is
accepting applications to fill 30 full-
time AmeriCorps positions within
three watershed areas in Union, Hun-
terdon, Morris, Sussex, Warren, Mer-
cd}, Mid-lesex, Monmouth and Som-
ersét counties, said Demitrice
Boozer,” hurnan resources manager
for the Soil Conservation Service.

AmeriCorps is President Clinton’s
national service initiative that allows
people to earn college o vocational
school scholarships while performing
service €0 meet human, environmen-
tal; public safety -and-educational
w ¥ . e -

<The Watersbed Restoration Action

gl = T - P T

B ol 5
Teams in New Jersey will focus on

helping local communities make-as-
sessments of their watersheds, Booz-
er said. i =

“The glitch seems to be that we are
only accepting applications for full-
time employment,” Boozer said. Ap-
plicants must be at least 17 years old
and must live within one of the affect-
ed counties, she said.

Applications are due Aug. 19. ~

Participants are required to work
40 hours a week starting Sept. 19.
After-completing - the  one-year -pro-
gram requirements, including a total
of 1,700 hours of service, participants
wi.l:::alify for a $4,725 educational
o 2o

Particu;anés will also earn a living
stipend : of, $7,500 for one year; of
service,- k° H & :-,-'y :

~ For an application or for more in-
formation, call Demitrice Boozer at
(908) 246-1171.

£ 5 gAY o . — Julle Nash

N e 3
8250 Lemeizd

adies job fair in Annandale:

service to meet human, environmental, public safety and

educational needs.

-

The Soil Conservation Service is recruiting partici-
pants to serve on watershed restoration teams in the Ar=
thur Kill, Raritan River and Musconetcong River water;,
sheds beginning on or about Sept. 19. ;

A representative of the service will be available from 9
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the job fair to answer questions.__
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 Soil project
includes
- scholarships

I"  ByMEAGHAN BUCHAN

' The Soil Conservation Service of

the U.S. Department of Agriculture

Has begun recruiting for the Ameri-

Gorps.national service project in three -
New Jersey watershed areas.

. . AmeriCorps is President Clin-
tbn's national service plan to address
the country’s educational, health, pub-
lic safety and environmental needs.

. "“The program is the perfect
match between government, commu-
nity,_and student needs,” said Irene
Lieberman of the Soil Conservation
Service. “It's a three-way part-
mr*h'p.n -

©  Three nationwide AmeriCorps
teams—an anti-hunger, nutrition and
empowerment team; a rural develop-
ment team, and a public lands and en-
vironment team-will engage nearly
13700 participants in 34 pilot projects
in 27 states. weis

, , Starting this fall, public lands and
environment teams will be established
in the Arthur Kill, Raritan River and
Musconetcong River watersheds to
spearhead restoration action.

* " While earning a stipend for their
work and an educational award valued
at $4,725 a year, citizens age 17 and
dider will help local communities eval-
yate and adcress the concerns about
matural resources of the communities
ih the three watersheds.

'\ Watershed management involves
projects to reduce poltution, storm-
water damage and soil erosion.

. - AmeriCorps’ watershed work pro-
jects will include tree planting, stream-
Hank stabilization, buffer establish-
rhent wetlands restoration, and com-
rpunity cleanup projects.

; “AmeriCorps is grounded in the
mainstream values of community, re-
sponsibility, and opportunity,” said
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Mike
Bspy. “It is good for the participants,
who benefit from their increased abil-
ity to attend college or vocational
school, good for communities, which
benefit from their service, and good for
thé: country, which benefits from re-
mewed civic spirit.”

For application information, call

Demitrice Boozer at (908) 246-1171,
extension 168. The deadline is Aug. 19.

apmgm, s s s om




PISCATAWAY

Team
effort
on river

Environmental
activism boosted

By LAUREL VAN LEER

Home News correspondent

PISCATAWAY — The banks of
the old Raritan may see a youthful
burst of energy and a cleaner envi-
ronment due to a national water-
shed-protection program an-
nounced yesterday by Rep. Frank
Pallone at Johnson Park.

The plan combines two ideas
with growing constituencies: that
young people should serve their
communities and that commu-
nities can best protect their envi-
ronments by protecting water-
sheds. A watershed is the area of
land that drains into a body of
water. '

With a muddy Raritan and a
busy Route 18 in the background,
Pallone, D-6th Dist., said he was
very excited about the formation
of the 20-member New jersey Wa-
tershed Restoration Action Team
because of his concern for water-
quality protection and wetland re-
storation. This program will ad-
dress those issues as well as give
team members environmental and
civic lessons. The team will work
on environmental-cleanup and
-restoration projects in the
1,100-square-mile Raritan River
watershed.

Three New Jersey watersheds —
the Raritan, the Arthur Kill and
the Muskenetcong — are part of
the program, headed by the U.S.
Soil Conservation Service (SCS), a
part of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. It's a big job and offi-
cials would like to increase the
team to 36 members, recruit addi-
tional volunteers and cooperate
with other groups, said Carlos

B See WATER, page B6

WATER

B Continued from page B1

Henning, deputy soil conserva-
tionist and watershed project man-
ager.

Team recruitment will begin
immediately, and the first projects
are scheduled for as early as Sep-
tember. For a nine-month work
year, team members will receive
at least 2 $7,500 stipend and tu-
ition voucher worth $4,725.
Child care is available. Applicants
must be at least 17 years old. The
team’s 30-40 hour week will in-
clude berween eight and 16 hours
of education and training, while
the remainder will be hands-on
environmental restoration pro-
jects.

Projects are likely to include
river stabilizing banks, planting
trees, cleaning up litter, testing
water quality, establishing buffer
areas, restoring wetlands and pro-
ducing community outreach and
education programs, said state
conservationist Cecil Currin.

The actual projects will be de-
termined by watershed commu-
nities which want to work with
the Action Team. SCS officials esti-
mate there is enough work to last
*J years, but the initial proposal
is for three years. Funding figures
were not available yesterday, even
to the SCS, said Currin. His office
had requested $2.4 million over
three years. Education will be pro-
vided by SCS staff, members of the
environmental community and the

—

New Jersey Academy for Commu-
nity Service and Service Learning,
housed at Rutgers. ;

Pallone said it was fiting to an-
nounce the program in Piscata-
way, the site chosen last year by
President Bill Clinton to announce
his plans for a national service
corps. Clinton visited Rutgers Uni-
versity’s  Louis Brown Athletic
Center to talk about the corps and
to highlight the university's own
community service program. The
national service corps is similar in
spirit, if not size, to the Civilian
and Youth Conservation Corps of
the 1930s.

In addition to on-the-job educa-
tion and experience, Clinton's ini-
tiative calls for college tuition
credit.

The watershed management ap-
proach to environmental protec-
tion is gaining popularity as peo-
ple realize the ecological
importance of ‘“‘nonpoint’’ source.
or people source, pollution, said
David Peiffer, executive director
of the Upper Raritan Watershed
Association. Whatever happens in
the watershed impacts the river,,
he said. i

“It starts in the air as rain thar
washes through the air pollution;
said Peiffer. The rain then collecs.
whatever is on the ground. includ-:
ing litter, soil and chemicals. and
pours some of it into the river.

Peiffer estimated that 60 pc:'-
cent of all water pollution is cre-
ated this way now that industria]
discharge pipes, the notorious.
“point”  sources, have largely
been regulated and cleaned up.

il

—_
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N.J. watersheds |
to get 20 helpers

By JOAN GALLER
Statf Writer

One year after President Clin-
ton visited Rutgers University to
unveil a national service program
'— offering America’s students a
paycheck and scholarship for per-
‘forming community services —
‘the project is off and running.

Twenty young New Jerseyans
‘will be selected this summer to
serve one-year stints on resto-
.ration projects involving three
‘major watersheds: the Raritan
‘River, Arthur Kill, and the
‘Musconetcong. . P

Actual work should start some-
'time this fall after the students are
'selected and trained, with Union
County getting half or more of the
,workers to help restore the
1130-acre Arthur Kill Watershed,
‘said Carlos Henning, deputy state
.conservationist for the U.§. De-
‘partment of Agriculture. ~ = *
' Henning was present yesterday
.when Rep: Frank J. Pallone Jr.
‘announced “the Garden State’s
‘share in the national service in-
.itiative to restore watersheds dur-
-ing a news conference in Piscata-
‘way’s Johnson Park.

Pallone spoke with his back to
'the Raritan River, into which
‘much of the 1,100-acre Raritan
.River watershed flows from
‘portions of Middlesex and Mon-
'mouth counties, his 6th Congres-
.sional District, and from Somerset
‘County. _

“President Clinton has made
‘national service a high priority,
‘and I would like to see this initiat-
ive continue,” said Pallone, a Dem-
ocrat. -

' “Here in the Raritan River Val-
ley, as well as along the Bayshore,
'we certainly need some restoration
‘work done,” he said. “This is an
area with great potential for rec-
reation and scenic beauty.” ,
' Pallone’s announcement was
timed to coincide with similar
ennouncements in Washington,
D.C., and across the nation, in-
" cluding one from the office of Rep.
Robert Menendez, a Democrat
‘whose 13th Congressional District
includes portions of Union and
Middlesex counties. Menendez
worked with Union County offi-
cials to ensure the Arthur Kill
Watershed’s inclusion in the proj-
ect.
- “This program is a great deal for
New Jersey,” Menendez said. “It

delivers on the president’s promise ||
iof;a National Service and brings :| ¢

i thesresults home — right here, for
all.of us.to see-and enjoy.” :

Menendez credited Reps.
Donald M. Payne and Bob Franks
for supporting restoration of the
Arthur Kill watershed, which
drains 19 of Union Countys 21
municipalities via . the . Elizabeth
and Rahway rivers, Morses Creek
and Piles. Creek, and parts of
northern Middlesex County.

The Musconetcong Watershed
accommodates Hunterdon, Mor-
ris, Sussex, and Warren counties.

iyl he NewJersey watershed proj- pbroing el e
devy y proj- P tioe ini

ects are part of a nationwide pro-
gram under the U.S. D ent
of Agriculture that will'ultimately
place 1,200 AmeriCorps national
service participants throughout
urban and rural America,
Menendez said. e e

. The USDA program will be the
< largest single federal agency com-

ponent of the national service
initiative and among the first to be
funded through the Corporation
for National and Community Ser-
vice. ‘ i B

New Jersey currently has 120
students involved in various com-
munity service projects created
during the past year under
AmeriCorps, which was estab-
lished by the- National Service
Trust Act. By 1995, the state’s
national service corps is expected
to reach 300 to 400.

The 20 students needed for New
Jersey’s watershed restoration ac-
tion teams will be recruited from
areas where unemployment ex-
ceeds the U.S. average, now at 6.8
percent, and those participants
who lack high school diplomas will
have an opportunity to enroll in
the state’s vocational-training
high schools two-year accelerated
diploma program, Pallone said.

Each will be paid a stipend of at
least $7,500 for performing 1,700
hours of work, or 40-hour weeks
for nine months, during the course
of one year. They also will receive
a $4,725 voucher payable after the
work is completed directly to their
personal college costs or past col-
lege debt.

Those who opt to work part time
can fulfill the work requirement by
splitting the work time, perform-
ing 900 hours each year for two
years, said Janice Reid, USDA soil
conservationist for New Jersey.

Once trained, the teams will

e +d

FRANK J. PALLONE JR. el
Ammcgdm'ad_m o e
ted by the watersheds to inventory,
assess, and implement planned
activities, she said. TR d
Their work will include soil
erosion abatement, improvement

" of water quality and-habitat, cre-

ation of buffer areas of grass and
trees, restoration of wetlands, and
streambank stabilization, and
community cleanup projects.
Some students will handle tech-
‘nical aspects, while others will
engage in physical labor, she said,
on public and private lands.
Henning credited Union County
with advancing its own agenda last
year by submitting a proposal that
the state USDA office later incor-
porated in its federal application. -
“We took the proposals from
where there was a demonstrated
interest, where they were ready,
willing, and able,” he explained.
Henning said his office initially
requested 36 student participants
for the New Jersey project, with 30
to be assigned to Union County to
meet its demonstrated need for
restoration of the Arthur Kill
Watershed. ARpar

Now that the number approved
is short of that goal, Henning said,
he expects Union County will still
get half or more of the planned
manpower and funding to handle
the necessary work. ;

The Raritan River and
Musconetcong watersheds were
included, Henning added, based on
the state USDA office’s knowledge
of need and ongoing work.

To apply for the USDA water-

shed programs, call toll-free: (800)
880-4183.

Staff Write Kathleen Hopkins contrib-
uted to this report.

o e
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3 Jersey sites fapped for start of youth service

By JONATHAN JAFFE,
ROBERT E. MISSECK
and ANGELA STEWART

Clinton - administration officials
yesterday announced that Newark,
Middlesex County and Union County
have been selected as project sites for
the first wave of programs under the
President’s national youth service
plan.

The President introduced the
program to the nation during an ad-
dress in March 1993 on the Busch cam-
pus of Rutgers University in Piscata-
way. Under the program, which begins
this fall, thousands of young people
will perfortn volunteer service in urban
and rural communities nationwide.

In exchange for one or two years
of service, young people will receive
money to finance their higher educa-
tion or repay college loans.

AmeriCorps is the name of the
national service program signed into
law last September by Clinton. It has
been described as a “domestic Peace
Corps.”

Newark served as the site of a
pilot AmeriCorps project last summer.
The program, Summer of Service, in-
volved 200 volunteers who helped
clean an area around the Douglass
Harrison housing development.

Reacting to yesterday's an-
nouncement about Newark's inclusion
in the first wave of official programs,

National etfort to get under way
in Newark, Middlesex and Union

Mayor Shaipe James said the city was
honored to be part of an effort that is
an offshoot of a program that has his-
torically “demonstrated the best in
volunteer service.”

The four elements of the city’s
program are the Green Corps, the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, the
National Mulitiple Sclerosis Society-
Bridge to Independence and the
YMCA Earth Service ‘Corps Fellow-
ship.

Under Green Corps, volunteers
will be involved in such efforts as the
weatherization of homes for low-in-
come families, educational outreach
on lead poisoning and converting va-
cant lots into community gardens.

The EPA program will involve vol-
unteers in partnership with the federal
agency and the Youth Conservation
Corps to help reduce and remedy the
critical environmental and health haz-
ards in Newark.

Under the multiple sclerosis pro-
gram, volunteers will provide living as-
sistance to victims of the disease, fed-
eral officials said And under the
YMCA Earth Service Corps Fellow-
ship, voluntecrs will work on projects

like park cleanups and urban garden-
ing.

In Middlesex County, partici-
pants will earn credits for colleges or
vocational schools by working to re-
store the watersheds on the Raritan
River, the Arthur Kill and the Musco-
netcong River. Combined, the water-
ways stretch through eight counties in
New Jersey.

Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6th Dist.)
announced the federal river restora.
tion project at the Raritan River in
Piscataway. He said 20 people are
needed for the two-year program,
which will be administered through
the New Jersey Soil Conservation
Service in Franklin Township, an
agency of the U.S. Agriculture Depart-
ment.

The workers will plant trees, es-
tablish buffers, restore wetlands, sta-
bilize stream banks and develop com-
munity cleanup projécts, Pallone said.
“The whole idea behind this project is
to preserve wetlands,” he said. “We
want to create a buffer zone between
development and the natural habitat.”

Union County manager Ann
Baran said AmeriCorps will respond to
multiple county needs, providing inno-

vative educational programs for
youngsters at the vocational-technical
schools and Union County College.

In addition, the program will pro-
vide an educational-service model that
“could be expanded with state or
foundation monies to other county
services, such as the Senior Citizen
Community Corp.,” she said.

Baran thanked Reps. Robert
Franks (R-7th Dist.), Donald Payne
(D-10th Dist.) and Robert Menendez
(D-13th Dist.) for “their leadership
and support” in helping the county be-
come a designated site.

She said implementation of the
Union project will also be in cooper-
ation with the U.S. Agriculture
Department and the state Soil Conser-
vation Service.

“The startup is planned for early
September, and our county parks sys-
tem and educational institutions will
be working closely with the Soil Con-
servation Service to ensure that the
residents of Union County are the di-
rect beneficiaries of this innovative
project,” she said.

The programs were among 58 an-
nounced at the White House that will
involve 7,000 AmeriCorps members, lo-
cated in hundreds of urban and rural
communities in 47 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

Officials hope to have 200 Ameri-
Corps programs operating by the end
ofthe year.
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Ready to roll

Fifty-five young people of City Year Rhode Island kick off a year of full-time community service with a calisthenics wor
House s vesterday. The state's new "'urban peace corps.”” composed of 17- to 23-year-olds, will tackle the problems
literacy and araffiti. City Year is made possible by a partnership of community organizations, private companies and foundations |
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Serving Northern California Since 1851

Mayor Susan Hammer de-
livered the annual State of the
City speech Wednesday night.
The following is an edited
transcript:

Y FELLOW residents of

San Jose: I stand before

you this evening to re-
port that the state of the city is
one of determination:

B Determination to keep San
Juse a strong and livable city.

B Determination to sustain
San Jose as a city that works to
meet the needs of its people.

B Determination to act force-
fully to weather the storms we
see raging around us.

We begin 1994 recognizing that
these are difficult times for cities
across the country.

It's San Jose's response to the
challenges that sets us apart from
the rest.

How are we different from
New York and Miami, Chicago
and Los Angeles?

In San Jose, we've never yield-
ed our belief that we can shape
our own destiny. We hold that
belief because we're a city that
doesn't fear change and because
we're a citizenry willing to hold
firm to tough priorities.

At City Hall, constructive
change is becoming our standard
of performance.

In the past, the city’s proce-
dures were seen as an obstacle to
jub creation.

Now, in our permitting process,
what used to take four to six
weeks now can take as little as
one day. What used to take 13
forms now takes one form.

In the past, cities sometimes
saw kids in trouble and argued,
“That's a problem for the
schools.” Now, we offer the San
Juse BEST program, which dis-
tributes millions of dollars to help
youth avoid gangs and drugs.

,In the past, cities sometimes

failed to coordinate the war on
crime. Now, in San Jose, every
agency in the city and county
work togett © to mount a unified
strategy against criminal gangs.

Embracing change has pro-
duced major results.

We have a city that's more at-
tractive to business. Last year,
our local economy benefited from
major investments drawn to San
Jose: Cisco Systems with 1,400
jobs, Sony Corporation with 700
jobs, and the Flat Panel Display
Consortium, which promises to
bring an entirely new high-
growth industry to Silicon Valley.

We have a city that's creating
new partnerships with our
schools. Last year, we began an
innovative computer education
program to ensure that San Jose's
high school students will be sec-
ond to none in mastering 21st-
century technology.

We have a city that proved it
can fight crime with firmness and
creativity. Last year, our Rock
Springs neighborhood was domi-
nated by gangs and drugs. We
demanded an injunction to stop
known gang members from con-
gregating there. The result was a
74 percent drop in drug related
crime and a 69 percent drop in
other crime.

To generate these results,
change must be focused and con-
sistent. Since becoming mayor,
I've stressed three basic priori-
ties

W Jobs.

W Youth and schools.

B Public safety.

This year we will move for-
ward again in all three areas.

For 1994, public safety must be
our highest priority.

We must re-emphasize our com-
mitment to keep San Jose among
the safest major cities in the Unit-
ed States.

I propose a specific agenda to
advance that goal.

First, we need more police.

(ver the last three years, de-

Thursday, January 27, 1994

Goals for the city: jobs, safety and education

spite budget shortfalls, San Jose
added 90 police officers to our
force.

I'm again advocating that we
hire 46 more police officers — to
patrol our streets and school-
yards as part of our community
policing program.

To increase the safety of our
neighborhoods we must do more
to protect ourselves. I'm calling
for the creation of an Office of
Neighborhood Pride and Security
in city government. The office
will provide training for neigh-
borhood organizations on how to
work together, how to keep one
another informed, and how to
carry their needs to City Hall.

And, when neighborhoods talk,
City Hall will listen.

and reward program to keep guns
out of schools.

Students in San Jose, if you
report a gun, your call will be
kept confidential, and the police
will respond. If a gun is found
you'll make your school safer,
and you'll receive a $560 reward.

And if you're caught with a
gun, you'll be arrested, and you'll
be prosecuted aggressively.

Another measure I am propos-
ing to help young people avoid
trouble and stay out of danger is
a Youth Protection Ordinance for
San Jose. The ordinance will be
designed to keep kids under 17
off the streets at night — be-
tween 11:30 p.m. and 6 a.m.

There will be numerous legiti-
mate exceptions — like coming

£It’s San Jose’s response to the
challenges that sets us apart from the

rest.”

I'm recommending that
$600,000 be made available for
small grants to organized neigh-
borhoods.

Then, if a neighborhood tells us
that what it really needs is two
more streetlights on a dark block,
we can respond quickly — with-
out waiting for a new budget cy-
cle.

San Jose must also pay special
attention to kids and seniors.

The Office of Neighborhood
Pride and Security will design
programs to help children and se-
niors protect themselves, pro-
grams such as home safety in-
spections, senior to senior coun-
seling, and parent and child safe-
ty classes.

In recent years, we've seen too
many guns on our school campus-
es.

Today, I'm calling for a hotline

— Mayor Susan Hammer

home from a school event or a
job. However, young people wan-
dering without purpose late at
night are vulnerable. They may
become victims of crime; they
may become involved in situa-
tions with serious consequences.

The Youth Protection Ordi-
nance will allow San Jose police
to bring these youths to a central
location where their parents can
be called to take them home.

Lastly, public safety is more
than law enforcement.

We have a right to prompt and
professional responses in cases of
fire, accident or health emergen-
cies.

San Jose's firefighters are our
line of defense against these
threats.

Their equipment and facilities
should be on par with their dedi-
cation and skills.

Following discussions with the
city manager, I'm proposing that
we spend over $2 million on
equipment maintenance, rehabili-
tation of fire stations and other
fire department projects.

In our other priority areas,
we'll be as forceful — and cre-
ative — as we are with public
safety.

One of the major factors in Cal-
ifornia's long economic slump has
been the loss of defense-related
jobs.

1 want to create a program to
assist the conversion of defense
industries to ventures which im-
prove the environment.

This year, I'll propose an eco-
nomic development strategy to
the state treasurer for the issu-
ance of Defense Conversion/
Green Industry bonds.

Our objective is to generate
funds that will help California
businesses beat their swords into
light-rail cars, recycling plants
and pollution prevention equip-
ment — and create badly needed
employment opportunities.

We appreciate the value of
small businesses as job genera-
tors.

Accordingly, I'm calling for the
creation of a new small-business
incubator program for San Jose.

We also need more job opportu-
nities for our young people.

Last month, I directed the city
to match $2560,000 in federal job
training funds so we could target
job opportunities for kids who
need them the most.

Today, I'm recommending that
we allocate another $400,000 to
expand our support of job train-
ing.

Youth and schools are our third
city priority.

Earlier, I mentioned our com-
puter education program in San
Jose's high schools. Our goal is to
make computer technology as
much a part of the classroom as
chalk and blackboards.

Every school. with the help of a

corporate sponsor, has developed
a four-year technology plan. This
summer, 450 teachers will com-
plete a special training program.
By September, 26 percent of our
high school classrooms will be-
come 2lst-century learning cen-
ters — with a teacher's computer
workstation and two to four stu-
dent workstations in place.

We'll continue to look for addi-
tional business support for this
program, including specific assis-
tance from Joint Venture: Silicon
Valley. The city will do its part
by allocating another half-million
dollars in seed moncy for the
coming year.

You may have heard of a pro-
gram called City Year. It's the
model used by President Clinton
for his proposed National Service
Corp

City Year emphasizes team-
work and self-discipline while en-
gaging youth in community ser-
vice ranging from park improve-
ments to sprucing up old house
and working in classrooms.

I'm pleased to announce that in
1994, City Year is coming to San
Jose.

Finally, kids need a chance for
safe and healthy recreation. San
Jose should greatly expand the
programs available at its five
teen centers.

These are my priorities for San
Joss.

My friends, we must ask much
of ourselves during these difficult
times in California because our
hopes for the future are far
reaching.

Envision the city we are striv-
ing to become:

Families safe from crime and
fear. Yibrant neighborhoods.
High guality jobs. A city that val-
ues diversity. Clean Air. Clean
Water. A city in partnership with
business. A cultural center. Op-
portunity for our kids.

That's our direction. That's the
San Jose we want. 1 ask for your
help ir taking us there.
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VIcKinney is named Americorps coordinator

" ugene McKimney of Forrest

¥, has been named Americorps
funteer coordinator for the
stern Arkansas Empowerment
ne Initiative, according 1o Shir-
Tucker, who directs the Amer-

' rps program throughout the

ral Economic and Community
velopment program, formedy
mers Home Administration
| Rural Developmemt Admi-
tration state office in Litde
*x - o

1 Americorps participant will

identify resgurces that are current-
Iy availabie and can be used to
impiement specific strategies.
McKinney, who will be based at
Arkansas Land & Farm Develop-
ment Corporation (ALFDC) in
Fargo and will assist ALFDC and
East Central Agency Economic
Deveclopment Corporation
(ECACDC) and other zone com-
munities in implementing and
cnhancing ail phases of their
application’s strategic plan.
ALFDC and ECACDC were 2 of

12 from Arkansas that submitted
application as Empowecrment
Zones/Enterprise Communitics 1o
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture carlier this year,

An announcement is expecie 10
be madc after December | on six
urban and three rural designated
Cmpowerment Zones across the
U.S. selecied by the Depaniment
of Agriculture. There were 227
applications submitied for the EZ/
EC designations. )

B
tinue the work that was begun ear-
lier this year in developing and
implementing strategies that
appears in applications. Everyane
in the four county area will be
impacted by implementation of
the strategic plan, Tucker said.
“The enthusiasm and hard work

shown during the application pro-
cess was remarkable.

People living in Monroe, Lee,
Cross, and St. Francis counties
participated in -town meetings,
discussions and other networking

McKinney will primarily con-

Americo rps Cunfinued Trom Dags B

construction and-rchabilitaven of
streets, drainage, waler and sewer
sysiecms, counscling program,
health care reform, job crcation,
and housing needs.

McKinney met with the Eastem
Arkansas Initiative execculive
commitice at Arkansas Land &
Farm Development Corporation's
sitlc reeenty to discuss the plan
and 10 formerly introducc bimself,
“From what I've seen, he's the
person we are looking for 10 keep
the ball rolling,” said Brinkley's
Mayor John Deen, Jr. “His outgo-
ing personality and knowlcdge of

Decn said. McKinney has also
scheduled a follow up mccting at
6 p.m., November 29 at Wheatlcy,
Civic Center for everyone inter-
ested in helping to implement the
plan. Chuzens of other iniuatives
are invited to share their strategic
plan during the mectng.
Communiucs panicpating in the
Eastern Arkansas plan include:
Fargo, Brinkicy, Wynnc, Moro,
Caidwell, Colt, Hughes, Madison,
Palcsune, Wheaticy, Widcner.
McKinney graduated from the
University of Arkansas at Pine
Bluflf with a Bachclor of Ans

tus plan really impressed me,” gegrec in Agricultural Economics

last spnng,

g

oppertumitics to formulate g
strategic plan for the Eastern Ark.
ansas initiative Empowermem
Zone Inititative. One of McKins
acy's primary respoasbilities will
be 0 provide assistance 1o the
applicants of the EZ/EC 1o imple-
ment the strategic plan. e
Problems and solutions -niie
fied in the strategic pls
McKinney wiil assist with inc
creaung literacy programs, shei-
LTS, MENtor programs, promoting:
See “Americorps” on Page 3....
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BY JErFF MAY
Courier-News Staff Writer

A Bernardsville lawyer accused of
molesting two teen-aged boys at a
Morris County swim club was
charged Monday with new counts in-
volving six more alleged victims.

David Palmer, 54, a longtime
chairman of the Bernardsville GOP
organization, faces 14 additional
charges, including aggravated crimi-
nal sexual contact, criminal sexual
contact and endangering the welfare

An ‘asset’ to th en

Morris County
Prosecutor's Of-
fice said.

All of the new
charges involve
incidents that al-
legedly occurred
between June
1990 and July
1994 at Cook’s
Lake, a Denville
swimming and
recreation club that Palmer partly
owns, the prosecutor’s office said. At

Palmer

Vi Tl R
IR S ELE

" AL

ages of 14 and 17.

Palmer was arrested on the earlier
charges July 3. A 15-year-old Somer-
set Countv boy told police that he had
been shown a pornographic video the
previous day at the lawyer’s summer
cabin, one of the few homes on the
shore of the private lake. Denville
detectives learned that Palmer had
also arranged alleged encounters
with an 18-vear-old Morris County
boy at the lake between May 1990 and
September 1992, when the latter was
still a minor.
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Courier-News phote by David Bergelanc

Donna Symanchek, left, builds a stone deflector in Peters Brook in Some:ville during the kickoftf for the
USDA Soil Conservation Service Americorps Watershed Teams. The deflectors narrow the channel of
the stream to deepen the water, which will increase the velocity and oxygenate the water to help
promote different kinds of wildlife.

League endorses Lautenberg;
but is conservation a key issue?

By PAT POLITANO
Courier-News Staff Writer

On Earth Day of April 1992
months before they even knew who
would run against U.S. Sen. Frank
Lautenberg, the League of Conserva-
tion Voters endorsed the Democratic
incumbent.

“Lautenberg is the kind of asset

A brmare A weamt b bace M eaid

SENATE "94:
THE ISSUES

_ : -_"i ™

Tonight's debate

B ABC stations in New York City

election as they did five or six years
ago.

In 1989, state polls showed the en-
vironment to be the most important
or second-most important issue to
voters. Environmental matters
topped the list of one in five voters
consistently that year, according to
polling conducted by the Eagleton In-
stitute of Politics.

This year, the Eagleton Institute’s

Antn charme tha amsiranrmant haeale

aggravai=d crimina
and two counts of
welfare of a child,
leased on $50,000 bz
tims came forward
four months, the pr
said.

“It was a similar t'
Lois Ferguson, a s;
the prosecutor’s off
new round of charg

Palmer made a t
Monday in state S
Morristown, at whic.

By KRISTEN ALLC
Courier-News Staft

SOMERVILLE -
bills at the Somerset
prompted officials t
tizing the jail's oper.
under county contr:

The topic has be
for years in the cot
some real conside
weeks, Freeholder
McConnell said Mo

Somerset Cou
£616.846.65 in ove
jail employees thr
this vear, in additio
in regular earnings
od, according to ¢
cords in the financ

McConnell said
try to put the subje
work session agern
discussion befor:
Freeholders.

“Now is the time
see where we go frc
get into the '95 bu
said.

Large overtime
new at the jail. ar
all posts must be fil
calls in sick or is

“There isn’t a ja.
that doesn't have :

lem,” Sheriff Robs

And overtime hz
since 1992, the yea
opened its new jail,
inil alen added 90 ~
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Presidentialwi)lrog

By TODD VENEZIA
MESSENGER-GAZETTE

SOMERVILLE — One of Presi-
dent Clinton’s pet projects is get-
ting its feet wet here in the Peters
Brook today.

The AmeriCorps, a group started
by the president to help give train-
ing to people and improve condi-
tions around the country, will
begin work to help fish in the
brook at 10 a.m. today.

It is the group's first project in
the Somerset County area and one
of its first projects anywhere since
the national program started at the
beginning of September.

“This is the program that

Somerville

Somerset Messenger-Gazette/A-3

~
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Clinton talked about in his inaugu-
ral address and they’re going to
start their work here in Som-
erville,” said Frank Quinn, borough
recreation director. “It’s wonderful.
We're very excited.”

Two teams with a total of six
members from AmeriCorps will
work to deepen the brook to foster
the growth of fish.

The corps, along with several
other conservation groups, will be
placing 20 tons of 18-inch triangu-
lar stones in the brook. The stones
are meant to speed the water flow,
which is expected to make the
brook deeper and more amenable
to fish.

By controlling the water flow

with stones, the government hopes
to create pools and shoals that can
be used by fish as habitats.

Mr. Quinn said today’s work will
be done in the Culver Street Area.
He added that he is happy to have
the help of the group after an ef-
fort to place stones in the brook
earlier this year failed.

The effort follows improvement
of the stream bank at the brook
earlier this year by planting grass-
es there.

Mr. Quinn said he hopes the
group will participate in two or
three more projects in the coming
months.

AmeriCorps members, many of
whom are college students, do the

ram debuts at Peters Brook

work for a small stipend and will

receive a $4,725 ‘“educational
award” when they finish the pro-
gram.

In addition to the corps, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Somer-
set-Union Soil Conservation Dis-
trict and North Jersey Resource
and Conservation Development
group will aid the stone-laying ef-
fort.

o
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Alliance hires

project coordinator

SOMERVILLE — Somerset
Alliance for the Future (SAF)
has hired Annandale resident
Susan Howard Schwartz as
project coordinator and com-
munity liaison for both SAF
and RiseWise of Raritan Val-
ley, the SAF’s transportation
management association.

She will assist with pro-
gram project development,
communications and public
relations.
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, 15,000 AmeriCorps volunteers Districl

" to begin domestic tours of duty

By Angle Cannon
Wladar Newspapers

WASHINGTON - When a meat-packing
plant closed in Philadelphia, Thulma%ea, 59,
was out of work, but not out of energy. Today,
she is one of President Clinton’s AmeriCorps
mlnugtnm, helping the families of people with

So is lan Stewart, 23, who was wrapped up .

in histo

classes and a part-time job while in
oollaie.
tion, he

did a lot of talking, but not much ac-
says. Today, he's hammering nails i

m .
South Miami homes for famnilies u;fumd by

Hurricane Andrew.

This morning, amid great fanfare, Clinton
will formally launch AmeriCorps, his new na-
tional service initiative, swearing in about

- 15,000 volunteers on the South Lawn and via
laste“lﬂz in tgi:iu uca:: the country.
, the president met 8 group of volun-
teers in land and told them:

“Every one of you represents the oldest and
beat of Armerica's md.i.tfom This country really

got startad by a bunch of volunteers.”

By the end of the year, about 20,000 Ameri-
Corps participants will be working in nearly
400 education, anti-crime, sovironment and
social service programs na 5

In Detroit, for example, they’ll fix up dilapi-

; “dated commercial strips and draw up market. 4

ing strategies for struggling businesses. In St.

in a housing praject.
In San Jose, Calif., the!'u lant community
f:l‘dtnl, warn about lead poisoning and insu.
te water heaters and windows. In Charlotte,
N.C., theyl] tutor innercity teen parents X
math, science, reading and sex education,
“We're going to be saving babies in South

Paul, Minn,, ti:gr'll create a child-care center |

Texas and raising reading scores in Seattie,”
said Eli Segal, president of the Co: tion
for National Service. “We're going to walk-
ing the New York Police De nt beat in
g:ooklyn and patrolling B Perk in San
0§0. _
In retwrn for a one- or two-year commitment,
particivants will be paid $7,500 & year. They'll

A8 The News Tribune, Monday, September 12, 1994

| :53 olunteers

......C'(:ntinued from Al
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' m“?t\?a"ﬂo’t'o not g’oi%gwsolvothaprob-
lems that took decades to creats,”
said. “We're going to make mis-
—all start-ups do. We're going
to.fall short of some of our objectives
— )l bold initiatives do. But Ameri-
Corps is going to make a difference.”
.2+ “It's not for rich kids or- -
_-'« poor Kids or kids that
' have a 4.0 grade point.
. The mekeup of the peo-
+ ¢ ple who will serve will be
! very broad ...”"

of the c;mﬂrlﬁnn
for Natlonal Service

o

; .":m‘s.nl insisted thet national ser-

* “vice 18 not a jobs program, as some on

= Capitol Hill have suggested.
“fg’luotfnrﬂdﬂ:iﬁ:poorlddsor
~kigs that have & 4.0 grade point,”
" Begal said. “The makeup of the peo-
*+bls who will serve will be very broad
“Z from those who are high school
droEBoutc, who are studying for their
‘FM _to people who have their med-

.. The AmeriCorps program is great-
ly scaled back from Clinton's original
plan. During the 1892 cam

' _ envisioned a program num in

'the hundreds of thousands that
" -Would “guarantee every American
“who wants a college education the
obtain o

-+ means to one.
. 0 That po&ulu promise left the im-

would be wide-

: f} available, just as the GI Bill was
for il

tary veterans.
. But to win Congressional support,
“Clinton had to scale back the num-

+ " Barg and the amount of the grants.

. If Congress approves all the mon-

Volunteers
to restore
Swan Creek

By Linda Woo
The News Tribune

A $208,000 grant from the federal
AmeriCorps program has been
awarded to clean and restore Taco-
ma's Swan Creek.

The money will be used to hire 11

mggy people for 11-

i month positions.
Creek
Park covers about
@ 300 acres and is
g bounded by Pio-
neer Way on the
; on the east, Eaat
84th Street on the sauth and Roo-

sevelt Avenue on the west,

Ten crew members and a supervi-
sor will restore and preserve the
creek as a cold water fishery. They
also will repair and construct trails.

Workers will plant trees, build log
weira and put in structures to pre-
vent erosion. The jobs will in
October and end in August 1886,

Applicants must be at least 17 and
have a high school diploma or its
equivalent. Applications for super- -
visor must be made by Sept. 20;
deadline for crew member applica-
ﬁ?ﬁh%‘hpﬁuﬁ' th will

\/ ng the
be monthly stipends o? Wm
ical coverage and child care al-
lowances, if nesded. Those complet-
i.::gnthe Elrognm will get & $4,725
lars ptopaymrhlfhnroduu-
tion or to nra}r student loans,

“The whole focus is to make nat-
ural resources improvements at
Swan Creek and also to encourage 10
young people to pursue a career in
natural resources,” Metropolitan
Pa_rk Diatrict planner Lori Flemm

said.
Park planners will take a fleld trip
through the park today for prospec-
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 receive health care and child care when need-
. od. Thoy also will receive an award of $9,450
(%,725 a year) to help pay for eolloga ortove-

student loans.
lymafedenlb mdudu&%ﬁm.ﬂ
lion for the progr will be operated at

local levels by mwly organized volunteer

groups, long-established service

youth corps, municipalities, univouinu,
, American Indian

Please see Voluntoers, back page .

USDA FS ADM
.2y, the three-year, 31.0 pision pro-
am aims to eventually fund
00 000 volunteers ~ a small frac-
' of the more than 15 million col-

students.

t:ll Segel says the 20,000 volun-
teers expoctod in this first year will
Be about 4,000 more people than
wére in the Pﬂﬂ Corpa at its height.

% 'Ib:hy t.he Peaco Corps has about
-:‘:9.500

‘wgwmmmmmﬂmmwa
' ,eaeaCom,buthumonti.utcr-

And helping out at home appulod

serving within the country.”
Ncm Service contributed

ﬁothu report.)

03/008
uve pl!'ﬂﬁl Lishe ) l.rw% WIBLMIE
ghould meet at 8 8. >
at the park s entrance off Ploneer
Way, just west of Waller Road.
Application workshops will be at
noon today and from 510 7 p.m g
19 at the Eastside Neig borhood
Conter, 1720 E. 44th St.
Ap_ﬁl:'caﬁom are available at:
Metropolitan Park District
of 'hcom 47 S. 19th St., Taco-

m
ihmmNcbmmmwmn
msumm

. - h%ﬂ%th St., Tacoma, WA
98404



o MRREY/YS B WLUZ ZUd 1181 USDA KS ADM \&004/008
09-28-84 08:524) FROM ONF (QUILCENE) 8 gl
Il‘
From. ’D:-\:e. 50‘\!\ So N i '
: Quuleene Qﬂ-ﬁqef‘ O, 3{"‘“—*
3sda

Region

ptem or 27 1994
attlg Po _t-lntelligsncer

L cal

’rfDlVld Anlhony

J!-.l

B A

o a\j a7 !
it ansmére tﬁan
din g0 AR TR AR 1 U

" GRANT M: . I'TT l,
'pmot horoomltmomtoum

piles

] B

vi -hinlmum-wu ay,- & ‘living al-
o lowance, ‘medical m«fu anda-$4,726
SARE winY ﬂﬁcnti nhl stinend after a vear's service

1 ¢S



o U8/ 29/94
N P R

10: 36

dradi %_tham have simd up.
tho

time {n urban and rural, ,swhy I'm.doing this instead of loi lnw
commu rograms that focus on. p,”m;,hm corporate world, but those & !
and hugdlmnudl. education, the environ:; more concerned with material
ment kA lic safety. o The two, both recent:graduates or t.ho
Thelr onlﬁ reward for the year or tvro'f ; Univouiwaof Wllhlutén. tnet ln a clnu
of urvlgo- be ¥ small [iving allowance ,_iq,A,ph” - _
more thm 700 men

'for vocational lé jol, conm
tops oft vqé

tuderit loans.

‘th’“mnlt they dldn't joln A.meri-,

; t?nt. nitnd ‘they are workiu
tq,ﬁarn anille
1 “Money'is ﬂwm pullng. butl’ love
to’ do q@ mmunity ge J. ce and work with
kids,”"sald"Julia Sanders, 23, an Ameri-
Corps member working locdlly with'the
Youth-Volunteer Corps of America. “I
wouldn't want to work u () j whereé I'm
not h.m M e . . bk 5

.c.|4_,. ot e 0t "|_

f?ZUZ 205 1181

¢ o) " 7 “We decided to do this together and b. h}n on.' dx‘\hc n“r]v m p

. ahd women statewl
: oet mm

" application process to be

‘ground the
¢ - satellite " earlier this month. ‘They will

USDA FS ADM

poor together," said her end, Lai-Lani
lllu, ‘also .. working - th the Youth
olunteer Corps. “I've had people ask me'

hw monﬁ

Join’ AmnriCorpl. a pational
Pruidont

plntl mu:t I:e ngmu

Clinton and
ago. Particl-
older: md ass an
acee
1t has been billed by ‘many ‘as ‘the
domestic Peace Corps.
Clinton swore .in members from
state and acroes the country by

: lt! nd:

s "Mth
‘the - awnof

e who are the first to -
service proj:

005/006
‘nation-

plml to use her’
rned throush the King County
Cpalitlon pay - off :tudom

IT'm axctted lhout the work.
will cover no more than a
debt” she said.
Bakem n wants to run ln ldult litera-
am eventually.
@ state has been awarded more thl.n

Befh ‘:mm;n. 89.

iﬁi'm
ans.

- 84 milllon for AmeriCorps programs. A

totll of million was dlm'ibuhd

de,
C} nn:ﬁr of AmeriCorps voluntun
{n the state’ls one of the largest in the
nation, ‘second only to California among
Western states, said Don Stewart, Wes!
orn-:t;m spokesman for the :odarslly

See SERVICE, SERVICE, Page B3

—
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From Page B1

financed Corporation for National
Service, which manages Auneri-

Ccrpa.

‘These jobs are going to be
address
the issues we reud in headlines
every day,” satd the Rev. David
Bloom, -associate director of the
Church: Councll of Grwuter Seat-
tle.+“Plus, it's an empowermant
for nonprofit grotips (because) it'll
enhence work capacity.”

Ile said lils organization hopes:

10 place 16 applicants by Ootober.

They will work with Universily

District homeless youths and in

%Hchool and mantoring pro-
ms,. g

- Beattle City Councilwoman
Suy; Donaldson wants to use the
8 m -to . help the  homeless

na‘ul ‘Hill: youths who in the
past {ww weeks have staged dem.

onstrations ragarding their pligh
Donaldson . cha len‘ag “the

youths attending a City Couneil’

Public Safety Cnmmittes hearing
Sept. 18 to sign up with Aweri-
Oorps. The -youths were at the
mesting to protest what they de-
roribed as police brutality and to
ask for Jobs aud u place 10 live,
She said that bacause some
exprassed interest, she set up a

mecting with' John Mliler, 4ii~

AmeriCorps regional office re-
cruiter.

None of the youths showed up
so Donaldson pemulli walked
up and down Broadway Avenus; a

.major thoroughfare in the neigh-

borhood, passing out applications

and leaving some with area mer-
‘chants. :

it ot o
re | 4
Baven't fiad essy 1vesunid Dogy

aldson, who is chalrwomih of the

stale  Commission op  Natlonal
Community Service.  “Homecloss
kids t;':'.a i ‘re‘w::yi do“"ﬁ have
options,’ und we'r ng, ‘Hera'a
lr’iomlén-ntmt on.' If w

B

colild get one homeless &id, it Wit |:

-

TCrZuZ Zus 11381 USDA FS ADM

‘Service: An appeal to the homeless l

be a great succeis.”
though nearly 40 applica-
tions wero taken by the yuuths,
none were retirned as of yestar-
day afternnon.
' Natlonwide, AmeriCorps has
eiirolled ‘aimost 20,000 members

. go'far

To continue uperating, pro-

- administrators must prove
g_ Congress that the program has
had an effect. If they can do that,
the White House plans to spend
$L.5 billion over three years for
100,000 workers.

¥

)006/008
AR



__ Mrs. Anderson said the team and

cooperating groups, working in eight
caunties, have prop0§ed these projects,
with many more to follow:

_~# Building fences on the Winnebago
Indian Reservation in Thurston County
s0 the tribe can expand its buffalo herd
and get more meat to feed tribal mem-
bers. ,

‘8 Removing stumps and trash at the
Heron Haven wetlands near 117th'Street
and West Maple Road.

B Working on a recreational trail near
Immanuel Hospital.

4 Spreading wood chips and doing
gil-xg;lnng at Chalco Hills Recreation

8 Creating communit dens in
Omaha. e

M Assisting with cultural programs at
Hen?hDoorly Zoo and lhepE.rmny Gif-
ford. Theater.

. @ Helping keep sediment and pollu-
tants out of Wehrspann Lake, lengthen-
ing its life.

. B Planting trees at the Boyer Chute
wildlife-recreation area east of Fort Cal-
houn:

. @ Measuring groundwater levels with
SCS personnel.

- @ Landscaping at a new fire station.

.. B Identifying native prairies state-
wide.

- M Seeding wildlife areas to incr
their value as habitat. '

. @ Distributing leaflets to farmers
about the need to cap abandoned wells.

- B Labeling trees in the Chalco Hills
arboretum.

* @ Recycling Christmas trees.

« Team members plan to work with
Ffeople throughout the service area —

rom scouts to prisoners on work release.

« Mrs. Anderson’s team has three mem-
bers and will add a fourth soon.

* People interested in working with the
Omaha AmeriCorps may contact Mrs.
Anderson at 896-0121 or write her at the
SCS office, 8901 S. 154th St., Omaha
68138. . .
Other teams will work out of Lincoln,
Tecumseh and Norfolk.
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Local AmeriCorps members from L-R: Julie Maggi, Colin Close, Nancy Scolari
and Mike Jensen.

Four Local AmeriCorps Members

What does Bill Clinton’s community ser-
vice program look like on a local level? Four
AmeriCorps members with the Soil Conser-
vation Service (SCS) will work on a variety
of pollution reduction projects in Marin and
Sonoma counties.

AmeriCorps is President Clinton’s national
service initiative composed of diverse groups
of Americans who will begin performing crit-
ical service to meet human, environmental,
public safety. and educational needs in return
for a $12,000 stipend and a $4,725 educa-
tional voucher.

In the Petaluma SCS field office, Nancy
Scolari and Mike Jensen will work with land-
owners in Marin and southern Sonoma coun-
ties. Their goal is to improve water quality and
riparian habitat through management measures
on dairies, livestock operations, and vineyards.

Nancy Scolari - a native of the Salinas Valley,
Nancy was raised in a predominantly agricul-
tural area in which her family previously owned
a dairy. Nancy is concurrently attending
Sonoma State University studying Environ-
mental Technology with a concentration in
water quality. She hopes to continue her edu-
cation in the area of soil science once the Amer-
iCorps program is completed.

Mike Jensen - of Penngrove, a Sonoma
County native for 25 years. will be working for
the Soil Conservation Service field office in

Petaluma. Mike is a recent graduate from Cal
Poly, San Luis Obispo, with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Landscape Architecture. He
is excited to be working in the agricultural
community where he was involved in a local
4-H program.

In the Santa Rosa Field Office. Julie Maggi
and Colin Close will be assisting individual
landowners with reducing stream pollution
from animal waste and erosion problems.

They will also help landowners who want
to form small watershed enhancement
groups to restore and improve salmon and
steelhead habitat.

Colin Close - is a long-time Sonoma County
resident. She received her bachelor’s degree
from Sonoma State University where she stud-
ied the environmental issues facing landown-
ers. She realizes the tremendous contribution
the agricultural industry makes to Sonoma
County’s economic and cultural well-being.

Julie Maggi - a Sonoma County resident,
recently graduated from SSU with a bachelor’s
degree in geology. She was raised in the Santa
Rosa area on the small farm her family owns.
“Though I've lived in New York, I frequently
visited my family in Sonoma County and was
saddened by the continued loss of our agricul-
tural land and open space. It’s the primary
reason [ left New York to pursue a natural
science degree.” =
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AmeriCorps
State groups
winners of
federal grants

By JO SANDIN
of The Jounal staff

Building food pantries, feed-
ing the homeless, planting urban
gardens, coordinating park
cleanups, finding ways to fight
urban violence in Milwaukee,
and restoring wetlands through-
out Wisconsin will the
energies of the first wave of
AmeriCorps volunteers here.

Wisconsin 'organizations di-.
recting those projects were |
among 58 groups named Mon-
day as winners of the first $47
million in federal grants from
President Clinton’s program that
allows young .?mcn‘fans to g—
-.change service for co gran

Grants announccde?cn.Wuh-
ington on Monday by Eli Segal,
chief executive of the Corpora-
tion for National Service, will
pay for about 7,000 corps mem-

ASK FORCE OF MILWAUKEE, INC.

bers who will begin work in Sep-
tember. By the end of the year,
up to 20,000 Americans are ex-
pected to be engaged in as many
as 200 AmeriCorps projects.
Workers will be paid $7,500 a
year, plus health msurance. At
the end of twa years of service,
volunteers will receive $9,450

' (84,725 for each year) for college

tuition or to repay a college loan.
The Hunger Task Force of
Milwaukee and the Milwaukee
| Community Service Corps won
what appears to be the largest
grant specifically for use in Wis-

t consin. AmeriCorps will pay for
1 $675,000 of the $900,000 proj-
ect, which will be overseen by

the US Department of Agricul-

, ture.

I The two agencies will recruit °

40 young adults to implement
anti-hunger activities ranging

outreach.

the number of people served by
the Summer Food Service Pro-
gram, according to officials of
the two agencies.

from renovating and building
food pantries to doing nutrition

811 East Vienna Ave. Milwaukee, Wi 53212
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B One AmeriCorps volunteer
at the YMCA will participate in .
the Y’s Earth Service Corps Fel- |
lowship program, coordinating
school;l;a&sed community service
as park cleanups, urban gardens
and environmental education
programs in and after school
¢ M Milwaukee will be one of
10 cities to be visited by Ameri-
Corps volunteers with
the Congress of National Black
Churches in studying successful
strategies to combat urban vio-
lence.

Sullivan Robinson, director of
development for the Congress,
said volunteers would be in-
volved in a planning study to
“test the feasibility of putting
1nto operation a church-based
program in conflict resolution.
We want to pull togeiier the best
of the methods [to fight crime
and violence] and replicate those
elsewhere.”

. B The US Department of Ag-
riculture Public Lands and Envi-
ronment Team will assign 151
AmeriCorps volunteers to work
on flood-control projects in Wis-

| consin and eight other Midwest-
<rn states.

To apply for one of the 40
AmeriCorps positions with Mil-
waukee’s anti-hunger program,
call Michele Golstein (414)
962-3111 or Tony Perez (414)
276-6272. To be put on the na-
tional list of potential volunteers,
call (800) 880-4183.

To get on the mailing list for
the state program, call (608)

The goal is to increase by 10% '

266-8569. The national number
for AmeriCorps information is
(800) 94A-CORPS.
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Clinton brogram

State groups
among first
to get grants

Youths seeking college grants
will volunteer for organizations

. By JO SANDIN
of The Jounal staff

Wisconsin organizations fighting urban violence
and hunger are among 58 groups named Monday as -
winners of the first federal grants from Ameri- :

Corps, President Clinton’s program for young ‘
Americans exchanging volunteer service for college |
grants.

US Department of Agriculture attempts to re- !
store Wisconsin wetlands and 2 YMCA initiative to
develop environmental service projects also were
among the first to win funding. . !

All projects are expected to begin in September. o
Eventually, AmeriCorps volunteers are expected to i
operate 200 service projects throughout the nation. ‘|

The Hunger Task Force of Milwaukee and the
YMCA were the only organizations named specifi-
cally in a news release from FEli Segal, chief execu-
tive officer of the Corporation for National Service,
which oversees AmeriCorps. '

According to the news release, AmeriCorps will
-provide extra help for the Hunger Task Force in
renovating, constructing, and operating food pan- .
tries here. The goal is to increase by 10% the «
number of people served by the Summer Food !

Service Program, the news release said. f

One AmeriCorps volunteer at the YMCA will |
participate in the Y’s Earth Service Corps Fellow- - !
ship program coordinating school-based communi-
ty service clubs running such projects as park
cleanups, urban gardens and environmental educa-
tion programs in and after school.

According to the release, an unnamed Milwau-
- kee congregation affiliated with the Congress of
National Black Churches will develop a program in
which young volunteers instruct people on how to -
protect themselves and their property from crime |
and violence.

Under supervision of the USDA’s Public Lands
and Environment Team, AmeriCorps volunteers
e = & will conduct such flood control and water quality
projects as identifying and restoring wetlands, in-
specting river systems to prepare damage assess-
ment plans and improving animal waste disposal
systems to reduce ground water pollution.




Oregon AmeriCorps recrults sworn m

& Chester Tias,
of the Umatilla

Tribe, will work
on the Salmon

Corps restoring
salmon habitat
in the Columbia

By WADE NKRUMAH

of The Qregonian staff

Amid testimonials of hope and
shape-up tips from Portland State Uni-
versity’s volleyball team, Chester Tias
thought about how his involvement in
AmeriCorps would help h,ls people the
Umatilla Tribe.

River basin

He was upbeat as golden-shaded
leaves fell softly in the area where he

and others had gathered in the tree-
_ lined South Park Blocks at Porﬂand_
o State University to be.sworn in¥as (i
AmeriCorps recruits. The cool early

morning air and rain-threatening
_ clouds failed to dampen his enthu51
o asm.

Tias, 22, traveled from the Umanlld
Reservation just cast of Pendleton to
be among the 180 Oregonians.sworn in
Monday by Gov. Barbara Roberts as

members of AmeriCorps,:/ President A _\f-’" : “;*-‘-"
Clinton’s $1.1 billion national service
initiative. .

Tias will work on the Salmon Corps
as part of Oregon’s AmeriCorps force,
which within a year will" have about
400 people in Oregon
programs. = .°

The 72- member

the = Nez - Perce, Sho-Bau,-_.
Warm-Springs and Yakam.
< will, be restoring - salmp

“part of ‘our’ tradi
said *I'chose,it to ‘helpire 3
mainlyfor our. community, becaysa
have'a lc)t of probléms with’ it.”

1 r%Corps program..

-\/*Plgase turn to
AMERICOHPS Page BS

.v

will employ upwards of 20,000 people nationwide in
400 programs that will include 1,000 community-
based projects aimed at strengthening America's
urban and rural core.

Tias and his AmeriCorps peers are at least 17
vears old and have a high school diploma or GED,
the general education development certificate. In
return lor 4 one- to two-year commitment of full
time service, AmeriCorps workers will receive fi-
nancial assistance to help cover college education
or vocational training costs, or to pay student
loans.

s
i

by governor

AmerlCorps
troops work on a
garden In North-
east Portland al-
most ImmedIately
after belng sworn
In Monday. Load-
Ing bricks for the
garden are
(clockwlise, left
to right) Susan
“Chris" Chrls-
tensen, Mirna
Arellano, and
Cynthla Smith.
The project is a
Jolnt venture of
AmeriCorps and
Portland Parks
and Recreation.

l WHAT AmerICorps natlonal service initiative, Presr-

While President Clinton swore in some recrults
to the program on the front steps of the White
House, Oregon's AmeriCorps forces were sent off
after a swearing in ceremony by Gov, Roberts in
front of Smith Hall on the Portland State campus,

lic safety.

dent Clinton's $1.5 billion, three-year domestic Peace
Corps focusing on community work programs in educa-
tion, the environment, health and human needs, and pub-

M EVENT: Clinton swore In 20,000 national members ol

That, too, was one of the lures for Tias and oth-

ers like Sylvester Luckett, of North Portland.
I"'I‘}wre's a lot of opportunity in it,” Luckett said,
“like the $5,000 for school. I'm going to nced that.”

Luckett, 20, said the AmeriCorps experience also
would give him the chance to “teach and be taught
and meet new people.”

“And to focus on my future,” he added.

First, though, the group of Oregonians sworn in
Monday spent half their first day getting a taste of
being the country's communityBo-gooders.

Tias joined 50 pcople who planted a community
garden at the corner of Northeast Skidmore Street
and 19th Avenue. Among the nine other projects
were removal of ivy around Pittock Mansion and
rebuilding trails in Marquam Nature Park,

Roberts, in adressing the Oregon contingent,
said AmeriCorps represented the best of Oregon
and America.

““We are a diverse people and I think Ameri-
Corps reflects that diversity,” Roberts said.

< NorthWest Service

Academy

9-13-9Y

the AmeriCorps work force after sleeping through a Mon-
day morning plane crash on the White House lawn. The
president and his family were staymg across the streel at
Blair House.

® WHO ARE THEY?: High school graduates or those with
a General Education Development certificate who are al
least 17 years old.

W COMMITMENT: One- to two-ye

M REWARD: Minimum wage pay
$4,725 educational voucher for ¢

m WHERE T0 CALL:If you're Int
(503) 725-5903 in Portland.
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AmeriCorps workers look for wells

FORT TOTTEN, N.D. (AP) — As
storm clouds approach during a
gloomy afternoon, Jessica Krum-
wiede and Kelly Bosch travel down
a muddy gravel road west.

Their once tan pickup is a dull
gray. They’ve taken the time, how-
ever, to wipe the mud and dirt away
from the “AmeriCorps” logo at-
tached to the door. Their job is ea-
sier, they say, if people know who
they are.

“Once we explain what we're do-
ing, what we're there for, we get a
good response,” Bosch said. “Most
everyone is concerned about water
quality.”

With an ever-expanding Devils
Lake chewing up shoreline on the
northern end of the Devils Lake Si-
oux Indian Reservation, tribal offi-
cials are being forced to move
homes to higher ground.

Their flooding woes aren’t just
above ground, however.

“There’s a number of old, aban-
doned wells” on the reservdtion,
said Peggy Cavanaugh, who serves
as both the emergency manage-
ment coordinator and health direc-
tor for the tribe. “We have areas
where the waters are rising, going
close to wells or covering wells.
We’re concerned about the mixture
of runoff and the movement of wa-
ter,- and these old wells.

“The flooding has given us fear
for the quality of water. We don’t
want the lake to hurt the aquifer
once these wells go under.”

The town of Fort Totten and
much of the rest of the reservation
get drinking water from the War-

& g@:@\@

wick aquifer. About a year ago, tri-
bal officials decided to collect infor-
mation on abandoned water wells
in the interest of protecting that,
and other aquifers.

“The flooding created an
urgency,” Cavanaugh said.

After the wells are located, the
tribe plans to start looking for mo-
ney to seal those that are aban-
doned or threatened.

For the past two weeks, Krum-
wiede and Bosch, both Devils Lake
natives, have spent their days
walking around the reservation
with high-tech equipment.

The two have battled stormy
weather and muddy back roads, the
occasional unfriendly dog and sand
flies that swarm in massive clouds
around the edge of the lake along
the way.

“It’s exciting,” Bosch said as he
and Krumwiede surveyed lake lots
on Devils Lake’s southwest shore
for potential well sites. “'Every-
thing’s an adventure.”

Bosch and Krumwiede are mem-
bers of AmeriCorps, a national ser-
vice program startedin 1994 to help
students raise money for college.
On the reservation, their mission is
to identify the location of wells —
those that have been abandoned
and those that are still in use but
within a mile of the lake — using
satellite technology

The collaboration of the tribe and

‘the AmeriCorps program in North

Dakota came about primarily
through the help of Don Felch, a
liaison between the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service and

Give ability
a chance.

)
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the Devils Lake Sioux and Turtle
Mountain Band of Chippewa tribes.

“The tribe wanted something
done,” Felch said. “They’re being
flooded out ... and they were looking
for anybody that would give them
some help.”

In North Dakota the Ameri-
Corps program is run through the
NRCS. One of its goalsisincreasing
awareness in rural areas about the
need for protecting ground and sur-
face water from:contamination.

doned or threatened wells are on
the reservation, Cavanaugh and
Felch said.

“Right now, we’re concentrating
more along the northern part of the
reservation,” Felch said. “We want
to delineate all the wells from the
west to the east along the Devils
Lake front.”

Bosch and Krumwiede are using /

the tribe’s Global Positioning Sys-
tem equipment to find abandoned
wells and wells near the lake. It in-

volves satellites the Defense ‘De- /
partment used during the Persian

Gulf War.

The equipment consists of a
hand-held device, a battery pack
and a survey rod.

“We stand as close to the well as
we can get and place the receiver
overit,” Bosch said as he tried to si- |
multaneously work the equipment
and swipe bothersome sand flies ;
away from his face.

“It’'s like a little calculator,”

Krumwiede continued. “We pressa /.
few buttons, and the satellites give &’

the coordinates — latitude and
longitude.”

At the end of the day, the infor-
mation gathered in the field is
transferred to a computer at the
Bureau of Indian Affairs office in
Fort Totten.

Within the next two years, the
tribe wants to have most of the well
sites mapped out, Cavanaugh said.

No one knows how many aban-
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1-800-968-7688
or (701) 968-4224
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Water Doparimont stall members explain o socond grade students how water Is brought Into
thalr homos and how a water main Is tappod. (L to R) John Slivernail and Randy Soollg.

Altor the Water Week demonstralions these kindergarten sludents enjoyed a treat at a local

restaurant.

Jack Orts of Amerlcorps tests water from rural wells at Lisbon Elementary School last Wednes-
day and Thursday. Students brought water samples to the classroom o be lesled.

:Water Week observed locally

", The staff of the Lisbon Water
“Plant visited the clementary
“school last Wednesday and Thurs-
_day with demonstrations for siu-
“'dents in grades K through 4. -
' Randy Scelig, water plant super-
Qntendent, and John Silvernail
explaincd how water is brought
-
-l

into homes. They led adiscussion
on the importance of keeping the
arca around wells clean and pro-
tected [rom pollutants,

Students learncd how a water
main is tapped as well as how
water lines aro cleancd.

Jack Orts and Jefl Priniz of the

Americorps program assisted the
Water Department employees by
testing water samples which rural
students had brought into the
classroom.

To celebrate Water Week the stu-
dents were bussed to the Bronco
for weats after the demonstrations.




L county.”

AmeriCorps program may bring!

sewer improvements to Bolivar

i

Bdlivar County ‘'may soon be
sezing needed developments and’
improvements in rural sewer sys-

tems, thanks to the efforts of those
behind . the new  federsl’
AmerlCorps program,

Lap!qgiki . Richard, Bolivar
‘County<atén . ‘member 'of  the:
AtneriCorps program, expliined.
that the program wil| be. used to
help, pinpoint funds for and assist
in: the development of a rural
- stwer.system in the county.
The progeam, which is President
Chinton's ‘national 'service initia-
tivei'intended 1o address the
- nations éducation; human servies,
public safety and . eavironmental
needs 4t the Tocal level, also calls
_ for the improvement of living con--
“ditions thraugh urban forestry,
accordifig to Information given by
Richprd.: - g
‘However, Richard noted, ‘the
program .will ‘initially focus only
on -obuaffiing technical assistance
- with) fural sewage systems in the.
“Righitinow, we'll just be work-
" ing “on _ the. sewer systems,”
Richerd said. “We're looking at

hgle iy

Stanton subdivision (northwest of
Cleveland), Hills and East Boyle
subdivisions in Boyle, Sheiby
Farms, Isaac Daniels subdivision
of Mound. Bayeu and Hogan sub-
division of Mound Bayou ™

- Richard explajned thst he and
Andrea Clark of Cleveland, the
other tearrt member of the county
AmeriCorps pragtam, will be
working with. Ea;. Jivar County
Board of Supervisers to ascertain
maney for a tural sewer yyz'e,

i

but the job of determining which
area will be designated to receive
the system will be left up to super-

. VisOrs. : |
Arca evaluation surveys have

" already been eonduéted In the

aforementjoned ° areas,  said
Richard, adding that he expects to
meet with supervisors “in the nex(
“couple of weeks” to see if they
have seitled on 8 target area in the

 county for the scwer system.
-Clarence Finley. 'of -Greeaville;

coordinator with the Northwest
Mississippi -’ Resource

Conservation and Development
Area (RCD) in Swneville, eon-

firmed that the AmeriComs pro-
gram will focus on rural sewer sys-
tems, :
“We are 2 nonprofit organization
in the Mississippi Delta,”
cxplained Finley, who supervises
Richard and Clark. “Ws are partic-
ipating in the AmeriCarps program
with the US. Forest Service,
which. is funding the program
_through RCD.™

~

-
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Also provides
college money

By PAUL FATTIG
of the Mail Tribune

APPLEGATE — Eagle Point
resident Melissa Powers, 20,
gave up her job at a local pizza
restaurant to join AmeriCorps.

"I want to earn some money to
help me with college.,” she ex-
plained. “I want to get a degree
in forestry and work outside.”

Seattle resident Lynne Pe-
tersen, 21, who had been work-
ing as a nanny while going to
college, was also looking to earn
money to further her education.

“1 wanted the discipline and.
the college education,” she said.
“Also. I wanted to learn a lot
about the environment.” :

But there was another reason
Petersen, who sports a thin sil-
ver nose ring, had for joining.

“I think it will be fun,” she said
with a grin.

The two were among the 38
young adults standing in the rain
near the Star Gulch barracks in
the Applegate Ranger District
that will serve as their home
base for the next 11 months.

The camp, which began Tues-
day, will be administered by the
Northwest Youth Corps in a
partnership with the [Rogue Ri\}
er National Forest. It is one o .
eight AmeriCorps camps that KNOTTY — Members of Americorps

AmeriCorps stresses work ethic

_ . practice a team-building technique, untying a human
have been established in the na- knot without letting go of each other's hands.
tion. !

Under the national service perience, enthusiasm and career alumni) was hopi h i i 1
proRram created By Prasdent- b oping that Bill grees in resource management

! at L Clinton would do. something for and public policy “Th;
Clinton, participants receive up ~ “A youth program such as this you kids.” he said. g gl\'esp uzlanp:g;yo}tgazltiﬂ?‘gj?n?
to $7,500 per year in pay plus an is exactly what the forest is look- In addition to working on For- onstrate that 1S not true.” l
educational award of $4,725 at ing for,” Rogue River Forest est Service and Bureau of Land The Star Gulch faci]it}: whict
the end of the year to go toward Supervisor Jim Gladen told the Management projects. the is still being spruced up for the
college or trade school expenses. group. “This is just the thing we  AmeriCorps crew will assist crew, includes separate bunk
During their tour, the coed need to help our spirit." communities such as Butte Falls houses for men and women. &
group, ages 17 to 24, will learn Carl Lierman, 76, of Tigard, and Prospect in a variety of civic dining hall, a recreation meetfn;
career skills while doing tasks = who worked for two yearsin the chores. The communities have hall and a stafT trailer. No drugs
ranging rrorp trail maintenance Civilian Conservation Corps that  each received $100,000 federal or alcohol will be alld\;'ed -
to construction projects. ran from 1933 to 1942, told the grants 2warded through the A husband and wife will cook
The 38 participants come from young crew that it is also what Northwest Economic Adjust- dinner for the crew and help the
as far as North Carolina and the nation needs.

ment Initiative aimed at provid- crew prepare breakfas
Minnesota, but most — nearly 30 In addition to teaching young ing economic stability to North- lunch. P S ISGE
— are from Oregon. They were people a good work ethic and west timber-based communities. "We're stressing real health.
among thousands of applicants providing training, it would also

) _ i : “Our age group kind of gets & riented food.” Mille

who applied for AmeriCorps provide community service, he bad rap for being apathetic and “They are 201ng 1o need Le:?llr?-.
jobs across the country. and said. L4 lazy.” said Dan Miller.23. acrew  meals because we're going o be
were selected based on their ex- “This is what our group (CCC leader who has bachelor's de. orking them hard.”
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HELPING HAND — Joel Berg, national director of the AmeriCorps program,
helps Rogue Valley AmeriCorps members create fich habitat at Applegate
Lake Thursday. Berg visited southern Oregon as part of a tour of Northwest

programs.

By PAUL FATTIG
of the Mail Tribune

APPLEGATE — The mud-spaltered
young man wearing the yellow hard hat
grinned into the cold wind blowing across
Applegate Lake.

“It's really exciting to move from the
theory phase to making this a reality,”
Joel Berg said. " To work alongside Lthese
people is really something.”

Berg was among a dozen AmeriCorps

_members Thursday who dragged
manzanita brush down into the muddy
basin of the lake's Squaw arm, where the
brush was attached to a cable. Come

strongly is that it's kind of a GI bill
without the GI,” he added. “This is an
alternative way for young Americans to
do service for their country without
joining the military.™ '

Nationwide, there are about 20,000
members, but he expects the ranks to
Krow.

“[think i1t's working even better than
expected,” he said. “'This is work that
either wouldn’t get done or work that the
taxpayers would have to pay about five
times as much if private contractors were
todoit.”

In addition to learning good work ethics
and gaining experience, many
participants will go

- is national director of the pProgram,

appointed by President Clinton in early
1993.

He stopped by the Rogue River
Natlonal Forest program, one'of nearly 40
nationwide, as part of a tour of Northwest
projects. [n the program that began this
fall, people in their late teens and early
208 earn at least $7,500 and an .

—educatonal voucher of $4.725 for 10
months o!’work

In addition to a variety of
environmental tasks, they ore also doing
rural development work, including
projects expected to start soon in
Prospect and Butte Falls.

A longtime supporter of the program,

. Berg noted that it has components similar
to that of the Civilian Conservation Corps

.ofthe Greatl Depression.

“But there is the educational benefit
that didn't exist before,” Berg said. “Not
only is the government nskmg something
of young people, but we're ;,w:mz
1ometh1ng back.

“The reason Clinton beheves in itso

spring when the
lake is full, the to college and
prushwill serveas € {|t's really exciting to move from  fentnueto addto
But Berg, 30 the theory phase to making this @3  said.
wasn'tamemberof  reality. To work alongside these p‘::'?m
pa] (heyowngrational people is really someting.”?  Jioeasormee
‘1.4! at the old Star — Joel Berg,  Without the
R MEIERL  Guich facility of the AmeriCorps director ~ ProsTam.besaid.
sk "" Applegate Ranger “They sredoing
ol District. Rather, he things government

couldn’t do, or dolnu it better fora lot
cheaper.” he said. "The president hopes
this goes beyond party politics. A lot of
Republicans supported this.” o

Because of that blparti.unnppnrt.
Berg expects AmeriCorps to survive
future political battles.

“We need members of Congress to come
up and se¢ what Lhese people are doing,™
he sgid. “Ifthey think they are young, lazy
peopte being overpaid, then they ean kill
the program.”

But he ligures that most observers will
come 10 the conclusion the work is
important, along with the training. .

“These people are working derm hard,
and the money they are getting iz actually
pretty measly,” he said.

The program offers a future for many
young people, he said.

“They are doing things that need to be
done,” he sald. " This s not make-work.
The president’s goal is to get up to 100,000
members by the end of four years.”

T
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By Rob Oimstead
Stef Writer

Chris Travis was not amused

when a little British history was

alipped in on him
of gardening as
AmeriCorpe.

A community volunteer told
Travis about the
Anne's Lace, have
sprung f:nofm tg:;{ blood vﬁ? Anne
Boleyn, wife o enry , after
she was beheaded.

But mini-history lesson aside,
'!w\'lgs,hl& a resédent of the Ida 3

e ousing ment, said,
out here—in the

% rpe iabProeident I(.','lin-
ton’s effort to bring people to
public service while helpi
earn ntxgney for educaﬁou.m SE
cago, the program is at i-
cago High 1 for Agricultural
Science. Fifty young people will
be employed for 10 weeks, each
earning a tax-free $147 stipend

on his first day
a member of

per week.
Year start in Au-
gust, but the summer run is being

called “Summer of Safety” be-
vause part of its focus is to curb
violence and crime.

mombmoumorlcwp".l!nm
White Century Garden st 111th and

Diverse AmeriCo

Y ‘g T b

* “The carrot at end of the

* Ustick is ... a $1,000 scholarship,”

said leader Paul O'Grady, an
oﬁinm with the US. De-
iculture taking a
from Wnomﬂ duties to
rvise 10 participants.
workers are recent or
soon-to-be high school gradnates

from “all different educational

backgrounds, economic back-
ground—some of them went to Ag

, some are from Ida B.
Wells,” said Elizabeth er of
the Botanic Garden in Glencoe.
Tyler has been helping eommuni-
ty volunteers establish the Cg:rden,
called the Edna White Century
Garden, at 111th and Homewood,

for more than a year.
the scholarship

The diversity,
and the chance to be a part of a

(-[99]aY

-

iUy

19

°¥

Youth at Work

aimed at curbing vio-
» drew Brigid M !
di;frm mkh;, :l'i“tio completely
erent people time, ithat
Lg'onl l.it': ;{ i i
a uate of Mother McAu-
ley High. School

O'Grady said workers start at
7:30 a.m. and loafing isn't allowed.
“That's part of the project also:
teaching a work ethic,” he said.
“K'l:his 18] a job and it's not a ‘do-

what-you-want’ type of thing.”
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Woolsey praises

local work site

-Congressional representative

Lvnn Woolsey, who plaved an
instrumental role in shaping
AmeriCorps as a member of
the House Education and
Labor Committee, praised
local AmeriCorps members
who began performing com-
munity service this week in
exchange for educational
grants.

“Not only has AmeriCorps
opened the door to higher edu-
cauon for Sonoma County res-
idents, 1t has given new life to
meaningful new programs in
our communities that have
been neglected for too
long,” said Woolsey.

Several AmeriCorps mem-
bers working with the local
branch of the Soil Conserva-
tion Service (SCS) met with
Woolsey earlier in the month
and toured a work site at the
Atwood Ranch in Glen Ellen.
The members will be working
on a variety of water quality
improvement projects through-
out Sonoma County. Members

mestng with Woolsey includ-
ed Nancy Scolari, Mike
Jensen. Julie Maggi and Colin
Close.

“We'll get a lot of conserva-
ticn work done 1n'Sonoma
County thanks to the Ameri-
Corps members who will be
working with us.” said Lisa
Woo Shanks of the Soil Con-
servation Service in Petaluma.

Fiftezn thousand Americans
were sworn into the Ameri-
Corps recently in ceremonies
across the nation. The year-
long. full-time program will
provide the local participants
with a supend of $12,000 and
an educational award of
$4,725.

Woolsey also noted that a
coahuon of 18 nonprofit agen-
cies in Sonoma County, known
as the Sonoma Project, will be
bringing on 27 AmeriCorps
members who will work in a
variety of fields such as educa-
tion. public safety. the environ-
ment. and health and human
services,




e:
dbreaks

is issu

A facelift for w

=
Q
3
m
S




-Jobh program mvestmg in conservation

Patterned after the CCC of the 1930s, AmeriCorps workers
take their turn on the windbreaks of western Oklahoma

BY CAN CRUMMETT

ton Vaughn. 77. has farmed

the light sous of Greer County

since 1942 when he retumed
from the Seabees to farm with his
father. The windbreak that extends
westward from his current home
was alreadyv there. beginnung to con-
trol what had been a farmer’s might-
mare only several years befors.

“We bought our first tractor in
1936 or '37. and you could hardly
drive it over the dunes in thus fleld.”
Vaughn pointed. notng today's fleld
as it gently rolls. neady surrounded
bv windbreaks on three sides.

The windbreaks planted by mem-
bers of the Civillan Conservation
Corps (CCC), the federally-spon-
sored work program bomn of the
drought and depression of the
1930s.' have served well. Vaughn
will tell you they've stopped a lot of
sand and have allowed him to farm
wheat. cotton and alfalfa since he
came home to help his dad. whose
fatling eyesight was ending his ca-
reer.

But, windbreaks are living crea-
tures. and like all other creatures
thev age. More than a half-century
of standing up to the hot summer
winds of southwest Oklahoma has
killed some of the trees in the 1940
vintage planting. On two occasions

Vaughn “posted™ the planting. se- ’
lectively cutting some trees for fence

AmenCorps program.

_ brea.k. and . manv ot.hers in

.Removaio!deadmdomahnomdu\oﬁrslstepslnwnmﬁonoiwhd

breaks that date back to the 1930s and '40s.

posts to make room for new growth.
Still. without additional periodic
maintenance the winbreak's Sibe-

irian elms. desert willow and

mulberrys ultimately wall give up.
That's where the modem-day
counterpart of the CCC entered the
picture this fall. A team of 11 young
people employed under the USDA's
new Soil Conservation Service
AmeriCorps program provided the

labor to upgrade Vaughn's -wpd i

Pro\ndmga ha!f-century of protectlon to the fraglle soils of Greer Gounty this
aging windbreak receives a face lift from young people employed in the USDA

~to filll some of the holes

county area of western Oklahoma.
Overall. 20 members of the Okla-
homa Public Lands and Environment
Team currently are employed in west-
erm counties to renovate windbreaks.
They are organized into three teams
based at Sentinel. Mangum and
Woodward.

Using chainsaws, axes and gloved
hands. the teams follow directions
provided by state foresters and SCS

-personne] to scour out the um
u23- growth -of old 'windbreaks, mnove
L }__ﬂead and fallen Umbs and. in gen-

j - eral, prepare the old plantngs for
- planting season.

During cold weather, team mem-
bers will be back planting modem
windbreak varieties, such as pecan,

age and
decay left in the windbreaks over the
years. In addition. the clearing of
undergrowth and brush will allow
existing trees to be invigorated and
will provide for natural regeneration.

Tearmn members also will be in-
volved in constructing fences on
windbreaks exposed to cattle, fo pre-
vent trampling of young trees be-
fore they can become established.

In all cases, the AmeriCorps team

! works hand-in-hand with the land-

owner, SCS and state nann'almm
personnel

For their efforts the workers re-
cetve roughly a minimum wage pay-
check. health Insurance coverage and

6/0Oklahoma Farmer-Stockman B Novemnber 1994
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the neht ta a 54725 educayonal
voucher at the end of 10 months. said
Tom Wison. Senanel. district conser-
\adorust of the North Fork of the Red
Rover Consenvanon Distnet. "They have
1o work the enure 10 months. but the
voucher they recerve is Zood for books
and tuiuon at any coliege or techrucal
school. or it can be used (o pay exasung
hugher education loans.”

Other benefits of the program wn-
clude a new public awareness ol wand-
breaks and their need for maintenance.
Wilson explained.

“In many cases. people around

here have taken windbreaks for
sranted...thev've aiwavs heen there.
Now, with the teams workang updating
the older waindbreaks. we have produc-
ers realizing the need (0 protect them
trom catte and keep them \1gorous.
“We've gotten 2 good benetit from

this awareness already. and we havent
planted a tree vet.” he explained. noting
planung will be done during the dormant
season of winter.

The renewed awareness ol the need to
protect windbreaks 1s even mare critical
now. Wilson savs. because many of the
older windbreaks were made of eight to

10 rows of trees. Newer plantings are

usually designed with only three rows.

“Sqa. we have 1o be very careful about

protecting them from grazng cartte. or
well lose them early on.”

~ARter watching the team in action on’

his place in late September. Vaughn. a

conservation district board memi:-er is

convinced.

“Theyre workin' little dudcs he

smiled. “We interviewed these people be-
tore they came to work. They are all rving
to get an educauon. And. [ believe most
will make 1" 3

ers interested In hnvlng new
windbreaks built “or -existing
windbreaks renovated._mn; ap-

ply for the by contact-
ing the district co ts
at the nearest SCS field office.
Parti¢ipa will be
part ‘of the Oklahom Forest
Stewardship Prognm which

makes cost-share o?portumma
available. ¥ I

Why AmeriCorps?

B Dunng a break from cutung,
stacking and raking. the Senunel
AmenCorps crew took time to dis-
cuss their motives and feelings wath
the Farmer-Stockman.

The educational voucher was
the primary goal. of course, with
five members of the team planning
to use it to go to school for the first
time. The rest planned to pay off
existing college loans once they
complete their ten-month sunt with
“the corps.”

But there was more. There was
a link to the past and a desire to
build links to 1994 for the future.

"It would be nice in 50 vears 10
see this, and say ‘1 did that'.,”
plained one member. Another
chimed in ~it's good to do some-
thing for the environment and our
communities...to put something
back.” Also. the team was quite
interested in meeting members of
the original CCC crews who planted
the windbreaks they are now reno-
vaung.

Dill City's Cindy Marquez was
quite vocal about wanting to make
the team successful.

“We want to do a good job, since
this (the team work project) is a
first.” she explained. “It's up to us

to work together as a team. We have to
make it work or they'll (the govern-
ment) drop it.”

Landowner Milton Vaughn seemed
to think the team would have no prob-

lem "making it worl"®

. “They've worked together
qustc well for just getting to know
one another. I've been amazed at
how mcy've pltched ln."

One of sevefa! groups of Oklahoma young people hlmd In USDA's NnedComs
program to work on conservation related projects, these workers are based in

Sentinel and cover part of a 23-county area. Those pictured include, from left,
backrow: Lynden Haygood, District Conservationist, Greer County Canserva-
tion District; landowner Milton Vaughn; Christopher James, Mangum; Cindy
Marquez, Dill City; Dustin Carmip, Hobart; Grant Griffith, Sentinel; James Buchner,
Lawton, and Tom Wilson, District Conservationist, Sentinel, North Fork of the
Red River Conservation District. Front row, from left: Jesse Carter, Sentinel;
Sam Rice, Warren; Chris Shield, Sentinel; Tomrrry Koons, Colony, and Brent

Smith, Sentinel.

-
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Clean

ourrust-Plevws

Today, Vicky Adams watches young
eople mrw themselves what she
id to

four years ago.
"lthwutolil{mm.'lhau:f‘lt
urts to the bone to see young men and
omen throwing their lives away.”
Four years ago, the 32-year-o
woman wasn't going any-
here: after more than a decade of
rug and alcohol abuse, she wound up
 a hospital bed with a failing liver.
“You've heard about being scared
raight?” she asked. “It acared the
oll out of me* .
She's been clean and sober ever since.
8 & result, victories keep on coming

J AR 1

Clinton's na

* said. “Emotio:

.t wostimportans §o e

Next month, Adams is going to work
for the Vermont Anti-Hunger Corps
as part of Ameri President
service program.
For 10 months, Adams will work in
soup kitchens, educate people about
the importance of nutrition, and make
brea.k.gts for senior citizens.
“It’s been a long four years,” she
y it’s been rough. '
But God has seen fi¥#to put the right
g:oplg in m lifo;flothing has been as
dumga!yn drinking and drugs.
I know I have a future without drink-
ing and drugs. And I know I don't
hng!?e a future with !t‘.lb;ié’m."
dropped out of high school in
1979. Last month, &mher graduate
equivalency exam. pretty
about her chances of passing. But ﬁgl
T, -1

effect she can have on people by sharing
her trials, as well as her triumphs.

“If I can help someone not go
through the gai.n‘and suffering and
turmoil that I've gone through, I've
accomplished my goal,” she said. “No
diploma could take the place of that.”

e of the benefits of AmeriCorps is
an education award for college or
vocational training totaling $4,725.
Adams doesn’t know what she wants
to do following her 10-month commit-
ment to the program, whether she
might sign up for another stint. i

ollege is a goal. One daFvwshe'd like
Lo wurk a2 a drug and alcohol preven-
tion specialist and expand on the
work she has done as a volunteer to
substance abuse prevention agencies
in Butler and Hamilton counties.

“I think it's important, that teen-

allg sober, woman looks to help others

agers know there are adults that
have been there, that we know what
kind of harm (drug and alcohal
abuse) could do,” she said. “It's so
important that we catch them before
they get there.” i
amilton will have a lasting effect

gn her. She's enjo :hd a lot of nucl{:esa.

he’s also enjo e support of peo-
ple who cared for her as she discov-
ered a different way of living.

“I'm feeling all kinds of things,” she
said about leaving Hamilton. “I came
here without no family. But people
have taken me in, tough-loved me,
and loved me until I could love myself.

“I’ve had a lot of natural highs,”
she said. “Sometimes people will
ask me if I'm on (drugs or alcohol)
and I say, ‘No, I don’t go that way
apymore.'”
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Saluda County clears 911 hurdle

Identifying roads
first step Lo service

By KAY GORDON
Stoff Witker

A giant step has been taken lo-
ward a 911 emergency service sys-
tem in Saluda County, now that all
the county's roads have been
identified.

But the service is at least 18
months away.

That's how long it will be before
the county is in a position to ask
telephone companies to begin work
on the system, said Paul Potls,
chairman of the couaty Planning

But the counly is on the right
track.

Recently, a Natoral Resources
Conservation Service AmeriCorps
leam of volunteers spent three
weeks identifying all of Lhe county’s
named and ennamed roads. They
developed cross references by
names and numbers. Then, they
made copies of the tax maps and
identified road names on the maps
and the properly numbers.

The live-member team also noted
new 1oads that were nol marked on
the 1968 highway maps they used.

The end product was an updated
map of the counly in four sections.

Accucale and updated road maps
mre critical to eslablishing a 911 sys-
tem, Potts sald. To qualify for 911,
al least 80 percent of {he roads must
be mamed.

A counly commitiee s naming
the roads, bul hundreds stil have
no names, team members said.

“We doa’l even come close o 80
percent being named,” Polls said.
“We're working toward that,
There's a major push to get that
completed. Then, roads have to be
numbered."”

The seven-member, all-volunteer

planning commission asked the
AmeriCorps team to inventory the
roads.

AmeriCorps s funded through
the Corporation for National and
Community Service and the Natural
Resources Conservation Service.
Projects are based on community-
Identified needs.

“They had the time and vehicles
and computers,” Potts said. “We're
getting ready to msk them to help
with indexing — numbering of
streels and roads, which will lead to
anumbered address as opposedtc a
rouie and box number.”

AmeriCorps is President Clin-
ton's national service mitistive to

address critical education, human’

service and environmental needs in
communities. .

Te qualify for 911, at least
80 percent of the reads
must be named.

underway in South Carolina. The
one for rural development in South
Carolina is sponsored by the
USDA/Natural Resources Conser-

vation Service.

Project area counties include
Abbeville, Laurens, Greenwood,
Newberry, McCormick, Lexington,
Saluda, Edgefield snd Alken. The
teams, which began in September,
will work on various projects in ru-
ral counties for the rest of the year.

The South Carclina Rural Devel
opment AmeriCorps ' project has
Four five-member teams, with 10 in
Greenwood County and 10 in New-
berry County.

A Newberry team conducted Lhe
recent project in Satuda County. It
also has done projecis in other
arens, including building ouldoor
learning centers, developing related
lesson plans, and water quality
sampling,

I
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First AmenCorps worker to focus on water,. sewage plans
" linois Valley native returns after a siint in the Peace Corps

?umc;::m

CAVE JUNC‘I‘ION —, llnral

goals in the plan is te
improve and expand water and
Same thing, bigger scale.
But for Kaulfman, 26, Iieﬂlr

rience of belping a communit
solve its preblems and accempl:

Kauffman grﬂr up in the Il
nois V. and recently returned
afler lea to earn a bacheler's
degree in intermalional stodies,
wilh a0 emphasis en Third

“1 started off in rural youlh
prejects " he says. That is, be
managed a ba Il team com-
mpuudd Deominiczn Republic chil-

““There are hundreds of kids
there and everyone wanls 10 play
baseball,” be explains.

With sports a manstay of com-
munily participation, Kasf{iman
erganired a program that brought
needed sports equipment lo rural
cogumumties. contacts atl
Ilimois Valley High Scheol and
other schools, unused athlelic
equipmenl was shipped to the
small country. The sporting goods
were then distributed te those
communily groups willing le put
their labor toward a commumly
preject, he says

Oipe success slury was a com-
munity Jatrine

“"Mest of the people in the com-

Mmmﬂm

munily didn’l have Jatrines,"” he
says. So, Kaulfman organized a
project that built a sn‘n{)le lalnnt
near a comumunitly buildin

served as a center for Iunc
lions.

Then therc was a project lo
provide drinking water.

“*Aboul two-thirds of the vil-
lagers didn’l have access to
potable waler,” he says. Instead,
there was a hrgc concrete cistern
within the communitly that was
periedically filled by the govern-
menl to provide for basic needs.

The idea was simple mh
rain waier that (alls from
November throagh March via gut- .
‘lers attached (o reofs, then store
the waler in cntansfwuehhr
wtl-m
Using system deszgm,m
m wrote grant requests that
funds from public and .

relearn the communily.
And, | communll.y has
changed in recent years, More
le have moved in, and those
avolved in pnnotlng projects

hnvechln‘adaeea

prlute agencies. The money -

through, but within days of

]Q(I s implemenlation,”
hu!g;-nmelrlﬂw his leg,

sending him back te the U8, for

recenstructive surgery. Another '

voluntcer saw the project through.
Theugh now out of the Peace

Corps, Kauffman saw a nced to

continue belping rural cemmuni-
ties. This time, ident Clinton’s
AmetiCorps program provided a
way to employ him at a local
lovel,

"*This is an oppertunity to do
greal things,'”

auffman says of -

the program. Net only with the .

communily benefit from the help,
but he’ll also bave $4,700 a year in
studeat loans paid off for his
effort.

The expericnce also is giving
him an opportumty to relurm to his
Toots.

[ spenl my formative years in
college,” he says. "'1'm having tu

"I'm working on outreach now
Lrylng te get more  peopls
velved,” he says. Most impor
tn.nl is to get these to com
mit for at least a year of servicc
invelved in working toward mcct
ing the community's goals.
The Community Responst
Team will meet at 7 pm. Thurs
day at Illinois Valley High Scheol



BY LARRY PEIRCE
Lo Jounal

BROWNVILLE — Anyone -joining
AmeniCorps, President Clinton's “do-
mestic Peace Corps,” must have com-
munity spirit and be willing to forgo
higher wages they might earn at an-
other job.

In return for their sacrifices, work-
ers can wipe out college debt or gain
money to return o college by helping
out nonprofit agencies and local gov-
ernments.

Workers must look beyond the lim-
ited financial benefits of AmeriCorps,
said Chuck Yearly of Lincoln, super-
visor of a crew working out of Tecum-
seh.

“We're here for the community, to
getinvolved,” Yearly said.

Workers wear black baseball caps
and gray T-shirts with a white A on a
black circle. The AmeriCorps motto
is “Getting things done.”

The Tecumsch crew will spend
most of its 1,800 working hours clear-

i
H
«
«

ing 1993 flood debris érom food con
trol dams in Johnson, Otoe, Nemaha, ]
Richardson and Pawnee counties. ' ¥4 o
Work is directed out of the Soil Con; - g
servation Service office in Tecumeeh }
and is part of the US. Department of "y
Agriculture's ryral development pro-# Ty
gram. wr "
AmeriCorps also has crews work- AH
ing in an anti-hunger, nutribon and \,

empowerment program.

Clinton announced AmeriCorps on
Sept. 12, and crews went to work a
week later. Yearly is accepting proj-
ect propasals for nonprofit and public
projects,in villages, cities and coun-
ties.

“A lot of these places don't have
much money (for public work proj-
ects),” he said.

Last week, the Tecwnseh crew
began scraping damaged paint from

the interior of the floating Meri- : s . R .
. Eric Bartels of Tecumseh scrapés pe the
wether Lewis Museum. Last year's
floods nearly swept the old river Wether Lewis Museum in, Brownville, Bartels and three other Ameri- ¢
» Corps workers are damage done to the okd dredging boat by

Please see AMERICORPS on page 5 & leaky roof and flooding'in 1_9_03.»’ frre o TR SR T

i

" Al lCorps/Workers help communities and themselves

Cantewed from pagn 1

College in Columbus and Peru State added in, workers earn about Sﬂ&*

dredge away. The interior paint was
damaged when the roof leaked. Heat
i and humidity caused more damage.

The crew will scrape and then re-
paint the ceilling and walls for the
nonprofit Meriwether Lewis Founda-
tion. A private contractor installed a
new roof this summer.

Yearly, who has a master's degree
in rural and commur.ity planning, was
a community planner in Carroll,
lowa, hefore his job was phased out
Il had been out of work for months.
AmeriCorps will help him pay off his
graduate schoot debt and gain experi-
€NCe as 4 Supervisor.

Eine Bartels of Tecumseh. a con-
struction worker and the father of
two cluldren. said he wants to go to a
two vear college without borrowing
money

Theresa and Emily Sherman, two
sisters from Tecumseh, said they will
pay olf student loans they incurred

| while attending Platte Community

College.

“It takes care of all of mine, thank
God,” Emily Sherman said, scraping
paint from the ceiling of the old river
dredge.

The sisters, 20-year-old identical
twins, plan to go back to school after
avear.

AmeriCorps, a $360 million pro-
gram, pays 20,000 Americans to work
in four areas: education, health and
human needs, the environment and
public safety. If extended by Con-
gress, the program could spend $15
billion over three years to pay for
100.000 workers.

Anyone older than 17, including
high school dropouts and people with
graduate degrees, can apply for the
program.

AmeriCorps supervisors make
$6.35 an hour plus credit toward
money for education; workers earn
$4.35 an hour plus school money.

When the educational voucher is

year plus paid medical, bepeiits,:
AmeriCorps workers are not-cousid—
ered federal workers and are not eli-
gible for unemployment. They must
work the entire year to receive
educational benefits, and are limited
to two years in the program.

Yearly said the Tecumseh crew
and crews in Lincoln, Omaha and
Norfolk soon will each add another
worker.

In Lincoln, recruiting is under way
for 23 volunteers to work with nine
community action agencies in Ne-
braska, said Lorrie Benson, director
of Community Action of Nebraska
Inc.

Benson will oversee a program
aimed at reducing violence among
vouths 10 to 15 years old. For informa-
tion, call Benson at (402) 471-3714.

For information about other
AmeriCorps opportunities, call 1-800-
880-4183.
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Help With Park Gleanup

BY JANET ECKMANN
Special to the Press & Dakotan

PLAINVIEW, Neb. — Aluminum rain
gutters wraj)ped around trees. A 2-by-
6 driven 4 feet into’ the ground.
Electrical wire with outlets and light
sockets still attached draped in tree
branches. These were just a few of
the, sights that greeted AmeriCorps
workers in Beatrice, Neb. last week.

Local AmeriCorps members,
Nadene Chavet, Mary Rose Backhaus,
Stephen Wilson Cook and Carmen
Shaffer, were called on to help clean
up Homestead National Monument of
America Park near Beatrice following
the devastating tornadoes May 8.

While the tornadoes missed the
park buildings, significant damage
was done to homes in nearby Pioneer
Acres. Team members removed
debris from the damaged homes and
replaced the park's east entrance
sign.

The group worked approximately
105 volunteer hours. By May 17 eight
load of debris, totaling two tons, had
been taken to the Beatrice city dump.
Members were instructed to save any

personal items such as photographs
so owners could be located later.

One member assisted in the visi-
tors center, so park personnel were
free to continue their programs.

Chavet said that their group was
thankful they were not looking for
bodies. There were no casualties in
Beatrice. ;

“There were seven homes near the
park which received extensive! dam-
age ... We found such things as tricy- -
cles, gas grills, shoes, tires and parts
which appeared to be a triple garage .
belonging to an apartment building,”
she said. !

Chavet said she had read what
strange and weird things tornado
winds would do. “Now I believe it. We
have seen some unbelievable sights,”
she said.

Other AmeriCorps workers from
Omaha and Lincoln and other volun-
teers will continue clearing debris as
they try to return the park to its orig-
inal natural beauty.
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AmeriCorps will hire
students to glean fields
for area food banks

By LAURIE LEMMERMAN
staff Wnter

* While most college students
spend their summers looking
for jobs or working on their
tans, two students may decide
to enjoy their school breaks by
picking through rows of lettuce.

And rows of com, strawber-
ries, onions or any other crop
that has alreadg been picked
over for market but still has ed-
ible fruit and vegetables left in
the field.

This year has been named the
'suymmer of Gleaning” by

£, California

Program shares

AmeriCorps and the United
States Department of Agricul-
ture. A local 12-week gleaning
project, during which ~ volun-
teers go through local fields
after rvest to salvage any
crops, was announced Wednes-
day by Joel Berg, director of na-
tional services for the USDA.

AmeriCorps is a national ser-
vice program created by Presi-
dent Clinton. It allows any cit-
zen or anent resident age
17 or older to serve their com-
munities in exchange for educa-
tional grants.

Through the gleaning pro-
gram, San Benito County will
participate with the Second Har-
vest Food Bank in Watsonville

Please turh to CROPS, A8

fruit of the fields

Crops
« Continued from page Al

and F.0.0.D. CROPS in Castro-

ville to provide 500 pounds of

produce to people in surround-
ing counties.

‘We need to do everything
ve can to use youth power to
community prob-
lems,” said Berg at a news con-
ference in Hollister. “We are
helping them get an education
in the process. I'm very excited
to be a part of this.”

Two AmeriCorps volunteer
positions in the local gleaning
program arc open to interested
students. Selected members will
receive a $2,242 living allow-
ance for 12 weeks of work plus
a $1,000 educational award

which can be used as college
tuition, graduate school fees,
job training fees or to pay off
existing school loans.

Work in the summer project
locally will be split into two
areas, one staying in Watson-
ville doing office work at Sec-
ond Harvest and the other actu-
ally out in the fields picking
CIops.

_ Although Community Pantry,

the food bank in Hollister, is

not currently in need of extra

produce, Berg said there is

plenty of other tgecrple: out there
e

who can use help Ameri-
Corps offers. '
“We are very concerned

about the food this country
wastes, and here we are in the
middle of a great agricultural
area,” he said. “This is like the
fruit and vegetable basket of
America. We know there are al-

ready a2 number of farmers
working with food bank, we
want to help create a pe:
nence to the program.”
During his one-hour visi
Hollister, Berg also toured
demolition of the city’s old
lice building, which is b
renovated in hopes of its
coming a youth center.

Bryan Briggs, an AmeriC
volunteer currently assignec
Hollister, .showed Berg
progress made at the cer
They were accompanied
Councilman Ken Duran
City Manager Barry Johnson

Other AmeriCorps progr

within the city include
ainting of 15 low-inc
omes in downtown Hollist:
well as a downtown mural
signed and painted by !
youth.
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U.S.D.A. AMERICORPS

MEMBERS ARE MAKING

IT HAPPEN AT MONTE
ALTO

As part of the U.S.D.A's op. °

going commitmentto gleaning
and food rescue Agriculture
Secretary Dan Glickman has
designated Texas as one of

séventeen states where §

AmeriCorps members will
work to glean food primarily
for persons in colonia areas of
Hidalgo, Starr, and Webb
County. _

AmeriCorps is Prsident
Clinton's naional service pro-
gram that allows Americans of
all backgrounds to serve their
communities in exchange for
educational awards that can be
used to pay for college, grad-
uate school, job training, or
payback existing student loans
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Service Corps granted funding

Gleaning program aids food pantries

By KAREN ROACH
Gazelte Reporter

"ALBANY — Four local residents
will help recover surplus food from
around the region to supply food pan-
tries over the next few months as part
-of a federal program called the Sum-
mer ofGIeanlng

The program, part of President
Clinton's AmeriCorps national sery-
ice Initiative, has ewarded the Albany
Service Corps a grant of $22,500 to pay
for the four warkers for the summer,

The workers will be deployed
around a six-county area al farms, res-
taurants and -other instilutions to
gather extra food that cnuld otherwise
go to waste.

In retnm, the workers will get a
weekly stipend of epproximalely $170,
and if they stlek with the program,
they will earn a $1,000 education
award at the end of the summer.

“In these days of dwindling re-
sources, and dwindling commitments
from state and federal agencies, we
have Lo be creative,” said Mayor Jerty
Jennings, in helping to annoiince the
grant, “This is an honor for us (o be
chosen."

Albany's program was the only one
in New York, and one of only 20
around the country to be chosen for
grants under Lhe Summer of Gleaning
program, according to Paul Winkeller,
director of the Albany Service Corps.

The idea of gleaning is based upon
the practice in'biblical times, where
farmers would leave the edges of their
fields unharvested so lhe poor could
gather food there,

In the book of Leviticus, God com-
mands Moses lo leave the gleanings of
the harvest for the “poor and the so-
journer.”

In more recent times, the practice is
calching on across the country and in
this area.

The Hunger Action Network of New
York, a statewide aati-hunger group,
encourages gardeners to plant an ex-
tra row of vegelables and donale Lhe
proceeds to a food pantry.

Also, the Regional Farm & Food
Project, formed this yesr, serves as a
clearinghouse for volunteers interest-
ed.in helping pick surplus fruits or
vegelables, and ‘a contact for fariners
who have extra food to give.

Anyone Interested in volunteering
or learning more about thal organiza-
tion can write for more information to
27 Elm St,, Albany, N.Y.12202.

One of (be major problems with the
idea of gleaning, is that wheno a farmer
offers a field, volunteers and vehicles
must mobilize quickly. The Ameri-

Corps program will provide a steady
team of people ready to gather the
available food, program leaders sald.

Winkeller estimates the team of
gleaners could result in another 10
tons of food belng distributed to food
pantries in the area.

He said the program will help feed
the 20,000 low-income people each
month who depend on food pantries it
Albany, Schenectady, Rensselaery
Schoharie, Greene and Culumbm
counties,

Marc Smith, the stale executive di-
rector for Lhe U S. Department of Ag-
ricuiture's Farm Service Agency,
which Is admlnistering the program;
said the program will not only- help:
feed the hungry, bul will provide %
learning experience for the Amerl-

" Corps workers,

“We're pleased Lo be a part if it,"}
Smith said. “I think we've gol a system
that can help, and we're looking Ior-
ward tothis.” ;

THE DAILY GAZETTE
ALBANY, NEW YORK

JUNE 18,

1996



1 Ljatmd AmeriCorps because |
wmted to repay the people that have helped me. ¥9

SERVICE TO

Camp coordinator
acquires discipline,
dispenses tr a}r’[
through AmeriCorps

By JODI RAVE
of The Oregonian stall

ARM SPRINGS — In
‘ N ; the distance, Hehe
_ through the hot,

chinook salmon, ap!ltand-to-end
andskewerednnwoodenstakes
hiwandspnmrovsraﬂnpitdus
next to the W

_-"ooolconh'_olhmong'harmupofzs N

~ Campkids. ]
Edmo, a Shoshone-Bannock, coor-

_dimtestneSalmonCempunthe

uﬂﬂg . rearlonsmcom

Tuesday during his appearance
!  at Portland’s Pacific Rim Economic
Conference.

When a Portland State University
student, Velaida “Cricket” Shepard,
-appeared on one of the conference
Corps experience, her account
‘marked one of the conference's
emotional highlights. “Do you think

Please turn to
AMERICORPS, Page A13
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AmeriCorps update

he last time we wrote defending President

l Clinton’s national service program, Amer-

iCorps volunteers were up in Butte Falls,

Hammering away on improvements to the Butte
Falls community hall,

They're stll in Butte Falls, working at the
county library branch building, the fire hall and
restrooms at the park. Earlier, they maintained
riational forest trails, planted trees, and worked
an erosion-control projects.

THE NATIONAL SERVICE program pro-
- vides young workcrs with a living stipend and
money for college. But the GOP Congress is still
eager to make AmeriCorps an example of its
willingness to spare no “liberal” program
(although it wants to spend more money for
young soldiers to do make-work on obsolete mili-
tary bases) — especially a program that Presi-
dent Clinton can properly be proud of.
Anyway, since that last editorial AmeriCorps
crews are now helping improve the popular but
eavily worn trail on Upper Table Rock. Liter-
ally, your tax dollars at work.



ARIZONA DAILY NEWS

FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA

AUGUST 26, 1995

2—ARIZONA DAILY SUN, Flagstaff, Arizona, Saturday, August 26, 1995

AmeriCorps volunteers
can only help: official

By BLAKE MORLOCK
Sun Suaff Reporner

The director f AmeriCorps’
largest component visited Flagstaff
Friday, defending the embattled
program from criticisms raised by
congressional Republicans.

“Some of the complaints are from
Pluto,” said Joel Berg, who runs the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
National Service program. He said
Republicans are attacking the
program because it displaces volun-
teers from other organirations, it
pays them minimum wage and it
costs 100 much to run.

Berg on Friday attacked the com-
plaints during a meeting with com-
munity leaders at the Greater
Flagstaff Economic Council.

He said unlike Republican claims,
he has never heard of an
AmeriCorps program taking over
the work of other agencies.
Republicans say this has prevented
concemed citizens from volunteer-

ing.

“They act like volunteers are trip-
ping over themselves 1o help the
community and they have all day to
work,” Berg said.

On the assertion that it pays its
members, Berg said, “When con-
gresspeople work for free, then
we'll stop paying AmeriCorps mem-
bers minimum wage.”

Berg also said that of his depant-
ment's $2.6 million budget. This
year, he will spend $30,000 on ad-
ministrative costs, including his trip
to Flagstaff.

Berg was flanked by two volun-
teers, Jerry Chavez and Usha Little.

As a member of the rural
development wing of AmeriCorps,
Chavez put together a deal to
guarantee fire and emergency medi-
cal service for the Bellemont area.
This was instrumental in landing a
Wisconsin Tissue plant in the
Flagstaff area, expected to bring in
75 to 100 new jobs. He also brought
emcrgency medical services to
Parks.

In addition, Chavez put together a
cooperative agreement among 19
local, state and government agencies
in northern Arizona that will stream-
line the process of sharing resources
in emergencies.

Little said her AmeriCorps efforts
in the Navajo Reservation town of
Camero have improved the quality
of life there. She said she set up a
cultural preservation organization
and has promoted tourism 1o im-
prove the economy.

GFEC President Dave Spaur said
Chavez helped in attracting Wiscon-
sin Tissue to Flagstaff because
Chavez had more staff power and a
better budget.

Flagstaff Mayor Chris Bavasi said
the city’s faith in AmeriCorps is il-
lustrated in the city budget.

“The proof in the city of
Flagstaff’s interest in this program is
that we have invested heavily in this
program,” Bavasi said. “We think
this program is very important,”
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Young AmeriCorps volunteers
WNMINF projects

are tackling

e
"
o

32-member
crew plans
to spend a year
working on
conservation
tasks -- unless
their new
program
1s Newtered

By WENDY HANSCOM

They're young, enthusiastic, vi-
sionary they want to inspire a
generation of Americans to take up
national community service.

Thirty-two AmeriCorps members
are now cnmmlpcd at the Bog
Brook Training facility in Gilead.
They range in.age from 18 to 26,
and have; signed up foria year of
-wark “in_ nhc"’.-BOO;SOOJag;c, White
*Motntain National Forest, ©~  »

AmeriCorps was a cornerstone of
President Clinton's campaign plat.
form. He likened it to a domestic

Johnson help ‘clear ‘out a spot
AmeriCorps members will be:wo

service program.”

e

‘We'fe:not high:schaol dropouts

DAN MARTEL
AmeriCorps member

Peace Corps. The six-month-old
program currently employs,20 000
young people in 300 programs: L ¢ ¢ ' : o e
AmeriCorps ‘members have been  § The _rant may be used to pay pff
charged .- withiy. cenvironmgntal  callege loans, or for further schodl-
q;@gypf;gquqna.ﬁon_,work.‘jg?q};' Ang.af it's not used for either pur-
bating s hwnger* andi- poverty, cand “posent’s forfeited. -
Thelping rural communities plan for *¥Crw members ~at *Bog ~ Brook
the Ipture®” TR havuenlisted for a variety of rea-
*'Workers'in the program receive'a ’Song-- some say-it's the’ money,
weekly” living stipend, room and ;otheys were intrigued by the expen-
board, limited health and medical :'a.-;:f, i I :
care and a $4,725 tuition grant after P4 heré because I want to ex-

they En-e completed 1,700 hqurs of

plore opportunities in environmen-

tal studies,” said Jessa Eisenwinter- -

Lake, a biology major who recently
graduated :from : Mt.. Holyoke. Col-

lege in South-Hadley, Mass. *It's a.

good way 10 Jook at options in en-
vironmentalcareers, 'study and pay
back those loans.” *

Jeff Foumnier of Partocke, NH.
said he necds the money 100,

"I came here for the experience of
living up here,” he said, "and the

AmeriCorps members ‘Sara Cory (left), Clalre Darling and Stina
along the Kancamagus highway to Improve animal and bird habitat.
. rking In the White Mountaln National Forest until December, unless the
program ly ,pgt_gggn, House and Senate Republicans haye been critical of President Clinton’s national

- . .

(Photo by Bryan Yeaion)
reason is for the mone} for

* bi
_’gcﬁpol.- It’s not a ton of money, but
it's enough to get me going.”. - -

- Erik Hamilton, a 20-year-old whc
hasn't-been to-college yet. said h
Just’ wanted to" do something ™ dif
ferent.

i ) .
Hami lagglcf:.‘:‘l.? "T :’;onitr ps;g p."If:
ther my education in phys. ed. It's
nice being around a Jot of people
and I'cari use the money for collcze.
I love the outdoors, and I like what
we're doing right now. I could do it
for the rest of my life, , .

Susan Chynt of New York City is

- hoping, the "program ‘wili improve

hcir construction skills,
"I want to leam the construction
side because 1 want to- join the

Ses AMERICORPS, page 2
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JOE KIERNAN of the Bog Brook AmeriCorps encampment uses a

bow saw to help clear out a bird habitat area in the White Mountain

National Forest.

Peace Cor[ps.” said Chunt, who
graduated from Wesleyan Univer-
sity in 1993 with a bachelor’s de-
ree in economics. "I put the Peace
orps off a year so [ could do this.”

AmeriCorps arrived at Bog Brouk
on Jan. 14, The crew spent the first
few days lcaming about each other
and the program. Last Wednesday
was their first full-day working in
the national forest.

Their work in the forest will be
demanding and labor-intensive, ac-
cording to Rebecca Oreskes of the
U.S. Forest Service.

Corps members will create wild-
life habitat, clear for scenic vistas,
paint and do maintenance work at
forest recreation sites, and build and
maintain trails.

"It lets us get a whole lot of
projects up off the ground that we
otherwise wouldn't be able to do,"
Oreskes said. "We're really im-
pressed with the quality of pecople
who've come. They're not getting
lots of money ansd we're recally
pleased with their skills, dedication
and determination. They really want
to work and do a service."

The Forest Service manpower has
bezn hurt by federal cutbacks the
past few years.

At times during the year, corps
members will share Bog Brook
faciliies with the National Guard.
For most of the summer, the crire
AmeriCorps crew will be cam: ad

(Photo by Brian Yeaton)

"In the summer, we'll focus
primarily on trail work and environ-
mental education,” said project
director Bryan Yeaton. "We'll learn
more about the Forest Service and
what they do. We'll be teaching
people to leave the forest as good
as, or better than, they found it.”

- Searching for more projects

During  their  year  with
AmeriCorps, crew members are
also encouraged to take up a per-
sonal volunteer project in the sur-
rounding community.

Those projects can be anything
from volunteering at the local li-
brary or school to helping environ-
mental groups with concems like
water quality, erosion control or
community education.

They're willing to listen to about
any pitch, Yeaton said, and he'd
welcome project ideas from local
non-profit civic, educational and
governmental groups.

"We want to get into the schools.”
said corps-member Dan Martel, an
electrical  engineering  graduate.
“We're anxious to tell people about
what we're doing.”

AmeriCorps members are also
looking for recreational ideas. Some
crew members have cars and travel
home for the weekend, but others
do not and won't get home too
often,

Cathy Newell, SAD44 Adult EC
director, is trying to help organizc‘

o astivitiae o enrd and e
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AmeriCorps provides opportunity to help

By Kristen Hebestreet
Press Staft Writer
As the httle girl handed

Samuei Shore a homemade get
well card made from a folded
paper plate, she asked, “Could

you please give this to my -

papaw?”

Shore immediately took the
card to her grandfather, a patient
in the critical care ward at the
Veterans Affairs Medical Center,
Mountain Home.

Shore is one of the 300 Ameri-
Corps volunteers working in Ten-
nessee's urban and rural commu-
nities. As a 47-yearold man
preparing to study for the min-
istry, Shore is almost twice as old
as the average AmeriCorp partici-

pant.

Half of the AmeriCorps work-
ers are 21 to 29 years old, with
one quarter 20 years and under
and the remainder 30 and over.
Most have had some college or a
bachelor'’s degree and more than
half — 64 percent — are women.

“The only requirement for
AmeriCorps is that they be at
least 17 years old and an Ameri-
can citizen,” said Carol White,
Tennessee  Commission on
National and Community Service
executive director.

What the AmeriCorps workers
do depends on what the leader-
ship of the community considers a
priority, Ms. White said. This
includes ~ promoting  tourism,
attracting industry, improving
housing or working in existing

programs.

In Knoxville, AmeriCorps is
reducing violence in inner cities
by working with Head Start stu-
dents who display violent tenden-
cies at an early age. AmeriCorps
workers in Nashville are develop-
ing health care programs for at-
risk families and senior citizens.

“And in Memphis, AmeriCorps
workers are working to break
cycle of child abuse,” Ms. White
said. "AmeriCorps workers all
across the state are working in
environmental education and eco-
nomic development.”

Like AmeriCorps members in
other communities, Shore wears
more than one hat. In addition to
his work with families of critically
ill patients at Mountain Home, he
is updating the community ser-
vices directory at the First Ten-
nessee Development District
Area Agency on Aging.

Shore is partnered with Robert
Hamm, an AmeriCorps volunteer
based in Johnson County. Hamm,

53, who also works at the VA:

intensive care unit waiting room,
does some work for Habitat for
Humanity and the Haven of
Mercy.

Hamm became an AmeriCorps
worker after his small business
shut down and his 20-vear job at
Burlington Industries ended. He
wanted to graduate frem college,
but said he also waniel to serve
the community.

“I understood I could help oth-
ers by helping myself” Hamm

said. “This has been the mosf
rewarding and fulfilling thing I've
done since I was in the military.”

Nationwide, Americorps
20,000 participants work in com-
munities for $6,200 in salary and
living expenses and, if they com-
plete a nine-month tour, are
awarded $4,725 for college.

The Corporation for National
and Community Service, which
oversees AmeriCorps, received
$575 million in funding this year.
Like many other job training and
education programs, AmeriCorps
may be eliminated in the efforts
to balance the federal budget by
the year 2002.

There are seven AmeriCorps
workers with the US. Depart-
ment of Agriculture's Rural Eco-
nomic and Community Develop-
ment Council, all of whom are
stationed in Upper East Ten-
nessee, said Jefl Powell, council
spokesman.

Powell, who is based in
Nashville, said the workers are in
this region because so many of
the counties here are below the
poverty level.

The USDA Rural Development

Team is recruited from people
who grew up in this area. Accord-
ing to an AmeriCorps brochure,
planners hope this will empower
communities to develop local
leadership and to reverse the
“rural brain drain.”

Amy Crumley, a 22-year-old
Jonesborough resident, says she'd
been a 4-H volunteer and Future
Farmers of America member
since she was in fourth grade. As
an AmeriCorp worker, she was a
primary organizer of the recent
Envirothon for high school stu-
dents and the Conservation Field
Day for elementary school stu-
dents.

“T really enjoy doing things for
other people,” she said.

AmeriCorps volunteers like
Ms. Crumley are required to work
a total of 1,812 hours in order to
receive the educational assistant-
ship. This must take at least nine
months but no more than one
year.

Paperwork within the agency
is kept to a minimum. Each
AmeriCorps member ii required

Staff Photo by Eddie LeSueur
Samuel Shore, left, helps Mary Miller at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center

to submit a quarterly report stat-
ing the goals of each project and
what is being done to meet those
goals.
A service learning grant pro-
vided by the National Service
Corp. allowed East Tennessee
State University, Milligan Col-
lege and Northeast State Com-
munity College to each offer a
three-credit class called “Intro-
duction to Community Service."
Billie Barlow, & former journal-
ist from Charlottesville, Va., is
working on a “Hidden Heroines”
project for the ETSU Center for
Appalachian Studies.

The project involves collecting
oral histories from Upper East
Tennessee women who somehow
changed their communities for
the better, Ms. Barlow said, and
has also written a grant proposal
for the cranberry project in Shady
Valley.

I was attracted to the national
service movement,” Ms. Barlow
said. "I felt that a number of peo-
ple could really make a differ-
ence



Clearing a path to success

1THE

SAN BERNARDINO, CALIFORNIA
FEBRUARY 18, 1995 .

DESERT SUN

R v e V3.
PRty S

John Soto (foreground) of Indio and Patrina Olvera of
Desert Hot Springs cut and clear a portion of the
Pacific Crest Trail recently as part of an AmeriCorps

Desert Sun photo by Andy Gomperz

project. The workers provide community service in

exchange for minimum wage and funds to apply
toward their education.

AmeriCorps provides paychecks, pride

By PAUL R. HUARD
The Desert Sun

Karen Perry stretched her
arms wide, gesturing at the
mountains around her as she
stood on the wilderness trail she
helped repair.

“This is my office,” the 26-
year-old Riverside woman said.
“I can’t tell you how proud I am
of the work I do.”

Perry was one of 18 crew
members in the regional Ameri-
Corps program who recently
helped clear and repair a section

BACKGROUND: When, why
AmeriCorps was started/AS5

of the Pacific Crest Trail in the
San Bernardino Mountains above
Whitewater.

AmeriCorps, a national service
program, was signed into law by
President Clinton in 1993. As a
trade-off for a year’s worth of
labor, participants receive mon-
ey for college.

Clinton said the program, with
20,000 people ‘enrolled nation-

wide, is his proudest achieve-
ment. But it has come under fire
from a Republican-controlled
Congress looking for ways to trim
federal spending.

Last month, House Speaker
Newt Gingrich called the pro-
gram ‘“‘coerced volunteerism,”
“gimmickry” and waste of
money. _

Republican Congressman Son-
ny Bono said he didn't know
enough about AmeriCorps to ad-
vocate it being cut, but he said the

See CORPS/A5
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Gontinued from A1l

§1.5 billion allocated over three
years would make many of his
colleagues take a hard look at the
program.

~It's apparent there will be a lot
of sacrifices required in the future.
Then the question becomes. ‘Where
are the priorities?’ " he said. "If it's
just giving away a billion-and-a-
half, then I think it's going to be a
big problem from the get-go.”

To many people enrolled in
AmeriCorps of the San Bernardino
National Forest — a regional pro-
gram for Riverside, San Bernardi-
no and Los Angeles counties — the
program has become a means to a
better life.

Angie Savio of Palm Springs
worked alongside Perry, hauling
rocks into a drainage ditch they
built to keep the trail from eroding.

A few months ago, friends ques-
tioned Savio's sanity when she told
themn she would be working in the
wilderness.

“Now I can use a chainsaw,” said
the 20-year-old member of Crew
13, based at the Palm Springs
Bureau of Land Management of-
fice. “Nobody tells me I can'’t do or
learn anything.”

Although many might consider this
opportunity for public service the
equivalent of hard labor, the Ameri-
Lorps members said the program is
doing more for young people than the
jobs they probably otherwise would

t in fast-food restaurants.

‘= “] could be clearing tables,” said
27-year-old Eve Komenchuck of
indio. “Instead, I'll be clearing
brush. Which job do you think is
going to teach me more?”

. Called “the domestic Peace
Corps” by its supporters, Ameri-
Corps employs 86 people from Riv-
frside and San Bernardino counties
~— including five from the Coachel-
Ia Valley. Participants repair hik-
ing trails, remove graffiti from
picnic sites in the San Bernardino
National Forest and plant trees on
fire-scarred mountains.

In return, they receive minimum
wage and a $4,725 award that can
be used for college tuition or to
repay an existing student loan.

They can work in the program a
maximum of two years.

Clinton has vowed to fight the
Republicans if they attempt to cut
the $500 million budgeted for
AmeriCorps in 1995.

“We need to keep talking about
how good the program is and get

Saturday. February 18, 1995—THE DESERT sw/As

ROAD TO SUCCESS: AmeriCorps workers earn
money for school by clearing a narrow, winding

For Information

AmeriCorps of the San Ber-
nardino National Forest
(909) 794-6198.

Corporation for National and
Community Service: 1100 Ver-
mont Ave. N.W., Washington
D.C. 20525, (202) 606-5000.

Recrultment This spring, Ameri-
Corps will recruit in high schools
and community colleges through-
out Riverside, San Bemardino
and Los Angeles counties.

Applications: Accepted begin-
ning in June. Next service year
begins in August.

To particlpate: Candidates
must complete an application,
orientation and interview. Mem-
bers are chosen based on "‘a
true desire to go on to school,”
Director Randy Scurry said.

people to help us get the message
out,” Clinton said before leaving
Palm Springs this week.

At least one AmeriCorps

Local projects:

Repairing waiking trails in the Big
Morongo Canyon Preserve; re-
moving brush and trees near
Idyliwild; rebuilding trails to resist
erosion in Joshua Tree National
Park.

BT

member said the program already
helped him choose a career. John

Soto of Indio rose to the position of

crew boss since he joined Ameri-
Corps in October.

section of the Pacific Crest Trail. The program has
enrolled 20,000 since it began in 1994.

Soto, 29, said he wants to be a
firefighter, a job he learned to admire
while working in AmeriCorps.

“When you're young, you don't
look to the future,” Soto said. "1

‘need to provide for my family. I

think I've found a way.”
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at work

By LETA CHILDERS
Capital Journal Staff

Though the program has been
discontinued by Congress, five
Americorps volunteers will be
working in the area for about the
next 10 months.

Pat Buscher, Michele Edelbach,
Joe Nichols, Paula Hoerner and
Matt Blumer enrolled in the federal
program which allowed people to
‘&  perform service to meet communi-
4 tyneeds in return for credits which
can be used to pay for college, job
training or graduate school or may
be used to pay back student loans.

Most of the 20,000 people na-
tionwide who are enrolled in the
Americorps program work in part-
nerships with states, local govern-
ments and nonprofit organizations.

Buscher said he enrolled in
Americorps after his position with
Game, Fish & Parks was cut.

"My job was cut and I got into
this because of my background in
natural science,” said Buscher.

The Americorps team will be
Americorps workers Matt Blumer and Joe Nichols helped working with about 50 farmers and
anerete Clidls decorations at the Capitol. Though prl-\ ranchers along the Bad River to at-
marily assigned to assist with the Bad River water Quality| tempt to improve water quality, re-
Project, the Americorps volunteers are assisting in some duce channel and gully erosion, re-
small jobs throughout the Plerre/Fort Plerre community. duce flood impacts and increase
(Capital Journal photo by Leta Childers) rangeland productivity.

Blumer said he has a biology de-

Americorps
volunteers
_in area

gree and some background with
fresh water projects which will as-
gist the team in working on the
problems of the Bad River.

While the hands-on work with
the project hasn't yet begun, the
team, according to Buscher, has
been looking over the project and
planning for spring work.

"We've been looking at the sites
and getting familiar with the terri-
tory,” said Buscher, who added that
this spring's flooding took out
many of the stock dams in Stanley
County. One of the purposes of the
dams is to lessen erosion flowing
into the Bad River and down-
stream into the Missouri.

In the meantime, the team has
been helping with several other
projects including helping sort
through decorations for the Capitol
Christmas tree display, helping at
the Fish and Wildlife Service's rap-
tor center by building pens and
perches and completing projects at
the South Dakota Cultural Heritage
Center and the South Dakota Dis-
covery Center & Aquarium. ;

The team will also head into lo-
cal schools to talk to students about
the environment and natural re-
sources.

The Pierre/Fort Pierre Ameri-
corps team is scheduled to remain_
in the area through next August.
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"A Celebration of the

fromleft are Ryan Stewart and Jessica Patterson. Middle:

1995

Land," held recently at the Blue Creek Nature Center In
Waverly, Included about 1,000 Humphreys County third-sixth graders wholearned
about such things as farming and water conservation. Shown above, front row,

Justin Lamb sitting on

'Precious’ the cow, and Jessica Moore. Back: Jerry Lamb, Darrell Duncan and

Odell Poyner.

A Celebration of the Land

About 1,000 Humphreys
County third-sixth graders
were guests at Blue Creek Na-
ture Center April 20-21.

The two-day event was held
in conjunction with the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation
Service month long obser-
vance, “A Celebration of the
Land.”

Hosted by the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service,
AmeriCorps and the
Humphreys Soil Conservation

District, “Celebrate the Earth”
gave students the opportunity
tolearn about topics from farm-
ing to water conservation.
Over 15 agencies and busi-
nesses that deal with the con-
servation of natural resources
and the environment were
present with educational dis-
plays and activities. Likewise,
the students were treated to a
livestock show by local 4-Hers
and a nature walk on the trails
of Blue Creek Nature Center

by volunteers.

Humphreys Comnty School
Superintendent Enid Barber
said, “Celebrate the Earth was
an outstanding day for the stu-
dents of Humphrys County.
The students werz exposed to
experiences that they would
normally not encgunter in the
classroom. It washeartwarm-
ing to see the community vol-
unteers and varius agencies
jointogethertoedrate the stu-
dents of our coum.”
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Your
Environment

By Fred Thomas

AmeriCorps
Volunteers

Go to Work

Their uniforms haven't arrived, but

AmeriCorps volunteers have begun tack- |

ling community-improvement projects
in the Omaha area. ;

They have picked up litter along a
highway. cleaned two parks. studied an
outdoor environmental education area
that could become a model for schools,
and volunteered to help resolve a neigh-
borhood erosion problem.

They also have begun planning other
projects. including one that will help
members of the Winnebago Indian Tribe
raise more buffalo to improve tribal
members’ diet.

“Things are starting 1o happen.” said
Marilyn Anderson, AmeriCorps’ Omaha
supervisor.

AmeriCorps is President Clinton’s
new national service initiative for volun-
teers who will work in environmental,
education. social service and anti-crime
programs.

The Omaha AmeriCorps team, work-
ing on environmental and public lands
projects. is based in the U.S. Soil Conser-
vation Service's office at Chalco Hills
Recreation Area overlooking Wehr-
spann Lake.

Mrs. Anderson said she and team
members began work last week. They

icked up litter at Orchard Park and

rinsky Lake Park and removed trash
along Sorensen Parkway near 30th
Street.

-She helped mediate a solution to an
erosion problem in a housing area near
Cunningham Lake and agreed to bring
her team there to clean up litter on
vacant lots.

‘Mrs. Anderson said the team and
cooperating groups. working in eight
counties, have proposed these projects,
with many more to follow:

B Building fences on the Winnebago
Indian Reservation in Thurston County
so the tribe can expand its buffalo herd
and get more meat to feed tribal mem-
bers.

B Removing stumps and trash at the
Heron Haven wetlands near 117th Street
and West Maple Road.

® Working on a recreational trail near
Immanuel Hospital.

8 Spreading wood chips and doing
mulching at Chalco Hills Recreation
Area.

® Creating community gardens in
Omaha.

B Assisting with cultural programs at
Henry Doorly Zoo and the Emmy Gif-
ford Theater.

8 Helping keep sediment and pollu-
tants out of Wehrspann Lake, lengthen-
ing its life.

W Planting trees at the Boyer Chute
wildlife-recreation area east of Fort Cal-
houn.

® Measuring groundwater levels with
SCS personnel.

- B Landscaping at a new fire station.

_ B Identifying native prairies state-
wide.

. M Seeding wildlife areas to increase
their value as habitat.

- @ Distnibuting  leaflets to farmers
about the need to cap abandoned wells.

B Labeling trees in the Chalco Hills
arboretum.

B Recycling Christmas trees.

Team members plan to work with
people throughout the service area —
from scouts to prisoners on work release.

_ Mrs. Anderson’s team has three mem-
bers and will add a fourth soon.

People interested in working with the
Omaha AmeniCorps may contact Mrs.
Anderson at 896-0121 or ‘write her at the
SCS office, 8901 S. 154th St., Omaha
68138.
~ Other teams will work out of Lincoln,
Tecumseh and Norfolk.

AmeriCorps Defended_

From: Ted Arndt, Omaha

I doubt I will see this letter published,
because 1 am leaving for Denver as a
member of the National Civilian Commu-
nity Corps. 1 was one of the few Nebras-
kans chosen to serve in this program.

Hundreds applied for the position I
received. 1 was one of the lucky few who
was selected. I was and still am excited at
the opportunity to serve my country in this
fashion. o

A Sept. 14 World-Herald editorial,
“AmeriCorps, a Program of Service and
Birth of Another Bureaucracy,” really
angered me. It mentioned only the costs,
which are small compared to the total
budget and to the huge, sometimes unwar-
ranted U.S. military spending throughout

the 1980s.

I will do my best to serve my country
and represent Nebraskans. I and the
young people I will meet in Denver are
inspired. Positive people want to make this
country a better place. ) _

I will take a copy of the editorial with me
and read it every morning before a hard
day of work serving my country. It will
motivate me and all others I show it to.
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