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VOLUME 1 NO. 3 

On April 2, 1996, the smokestack at 
Ellen Wilson finally came down 
making way for a new era in mixed 
income housing. 

Recovery 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA HOUSING AUTHORITY MAY '91 

ETCETERA!ETCETERA!ETCETERA!ETCETERA1 

It is evident that as Receiver David Gilmore's plan to r estore the 
entire stock ofD.C. public housing to quality living standards moves 
ahead, many residents are eager to have that process come to their 
developments ASAP. At a recent receiver's meeting, a Hopkins 
resident addressed the public notoriety that the new management 
and renovations to Highland have been getting. " We want that 
kind of help, too," she said. "We have a good manager but she 
needs help." Receiver Gilmore then acknowledged that his system 
wide Occupied Unit Rehabilitation plan will take two years to com­
plete but that " no one will be left out." For example, currently 
underway are full facelifts at Greenleaf and Park Morton, (see 
page 1) . .... Popular WRC-TV (Channel 4) anchorwoman Susan 
Kidd can claim a few more fans from among youngsters and 
mothers at Highland. Kidd has quietly volunteered to read to chil­
dren on Saturday mornings and the response has been very posi­
tive. "She shows up here without fanfare in jeans and a sweatshirt 
and stays with us for more than two hours," said resident and par­
ent Mary Ragsdale. "She even brings the books. It gives the chil­
dren and parents a lot of time to be together. We really appreciate 
her giving something back to the community." ..... The audience 
at the February 15 Receiver's meeting seemed to enjoy the first­
ever evening Receiver's Meeting. The next evening session (begin­
ning at 6 pm) for the twice-monthly event is scheduled for May 
16 .. . .. Three cheers to AmeriCm-ps volunteers for the paint and 
plastering job done1 at the Arthur Capper. senior building units, 
hallways and common areas. The residents are ecstatic over the 
new look and appreciate the lasting frierl~3.,:hips they developed 
with the young people from all over the catmi.:y who volunteered 
their time five days a week since mid-January. Soon tl: e_ will turn 
their attention to 'Flower Power', a joint project between 
AmeriCorps and resident volunteers to beautify the surrounding 
grounds with colorful flowers and shubbery t!iis sprin, . . . . . Con­
gratulations to aspiring artist Chris Pierce, Resident of the Month, 
who resfries at Hopkins. Chris has been volunteering at Resident 
Servic;es and helped orga..Tlize the Black History celebra­
tion ... . . Ccngratuiations to former Section 8 participant Doreetha 
Manor on the purchase of her new home in Bowie, Md. Ms. Manor, 
had been in the Section 8 program since 1987 ... . . For the third 
time since last fall, DCHA scheduled the kickoff of a mixed-incorre 
renewal project at Ellen Wilson with the April 2 demolition of 
the BO-foot smokestack in the center of the long vacant Capitol Hill 
development. .... On March 16, the U.S. Agency for Internation­
al Development had a successful workshop to develop a work plan 
to restore a neighborhood health facility at Arthur Capper Senior 
building at the Church of the Reformatlon . . ... Residents of Val­
ley Green took some of their neighbors at Sky Tower to Boston 
recently to view models of mixed-income redevelopment commu­
nities of the variety that DCHA and Valley Green are considering 
in D.C ..... . Ernestine Bush, TAP housing Program Specialist, 
is celebrating 25 years of marriage and haG become a new grand­
mother. 
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• , How can they be volunteers 
t~~r~~id for their work? 

The front-page article, "AmeriCorps 
goes to work in service to community" 
(Dec. 26), included a despicable misuse of 
the English language amid an obvious 
"spin" in favor of President Clinton's social 
policy. The writer apparently was in­
spired by the "volunteers with President 
Clinton's new ~omm_~ty~rvice cl!!!!Y·" 

Volunteers? What volunteers? They're 
not working for free. The are paid for 
their time. While most people's labor 
serves the community at large, "volun­
teer" is a term seldom used to describe 
the rest of us. They are not volunteers; 
they are capitalizing on a good offer. 

While there is a debate over the value 
of this or any national service program, 
the front page is for news. Such blatant 
"spins" belong on the Opinion page. 

DAN LITWIN 
San Diego 
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/ ;��EENVtL£E. � 1.'cn AmariCorps Joturi• 
/teer.s ln: tl:U! be_l�-a wfll spMd Che. year:teying to 
improve.bridge6� sewer systems and rt!cycllng 
pr.oaram•.ln an effort to imtm:1.ve the general 
q_liallti or.ure. ari\'ong rcsid(!nt:s. 
. :AN:n•t,�q,oi:Pi,�·l�-r..��sl�cnt Clinton's. n.ew na­
·lipnal set"V�C(i proeram; lnvo,1-v.\riJ: 20,000 .Am�. 
crfcans,.17 and i0Jder. : . ; 

Volu·nteets receive money at the ei;d of the 
y,ear ofie�l��,:which began In September. 
T;t_tey._-ca.ri-use- �he.mj)ney._to _further �efr cdu­
.caUom .or.p� ba�k;studcnt loans .. : . ••• T.he -10 ·v.ohinteerf are- stationed throughout 
the. Delta; In Gr�enville, Gteenwoodj_'Beltoni, 
Cl�•J•na and StorievJllc, accordl'ng:to tHm 
liAd�r ca·ssandra MciClµre: : • 
: 

1-•�c�.-me.m�13r hu: dJfL'erent obJe.ctlvos," 
McClure. nld .. • : • : . :. 
: : .In Groenvtll�. for J'ns.tance, Wa-nd� Ar­
.Hnet9fr·anc[le.thro Henderson hop� t.o obu.in 
·,r•ri'tc�tb bel.r>i fund local r.ecyclin" programs 
:a�read).' In ·i?,lac� in W�bln,to�. lss:aquena
·.an� ·Sbar�y.cou.ntlea.. . : · . ' 
_. • "W��r.e .working w.ith local lcadetjs and pub­
_ ll.c.omc-111s-'i� th�( area· to,expan.d, :evaluate 
·and -�ark wUh cxls.t1n1 p,:ojc·cts," �rrington
. -cxplal-n.e.ct ·. : · : • • • • 

AnOth�r;vp�unlGl!r is ari assista�ttorcster; 

two in Cleveland ire worlcini� 011 the f:!l\\\'l'I' 
systems; ::ind lha 1lal1.oni lc.1111 i� ,_.v:Jl11:11i11J( 
the safely of tlmbc1· bridges to Ci11d Qlll wl,itl, 
ones need· lo be nxed, McClure suitl. 

The Northwest nesl)1.1rcc Cow;<'1'vat.i,.111 ,111d 
Dcve.Jopinenl Arca in Sf.oncvill<.1 ii<:!.$ as lf11' 
�J>C!OSOI' ror the pl'ogr:mn .. r.i,•t of 1.11c focl1•nd 
Soil Cooscrvalion irncl Dc,.,�lop11H'.11L s,,r\•i,·,·. 
the non-pi-ont agency works 011 rur�I ck\'l'I•
opmcmt pr�grams in the M.issl!ii;ippi Dcll�1.

Throµghout the year, .,,olunt.ccr.� al�o hop<'
to Initiate other projects rclut.ccl 1.0 1..'dut;JI i<in,
p.ublic.sa:raty and human and cnvi1•a11nH•11f;il
no.ads.
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AmeriCorps 
worker calls 
program a 
'good deal' 
Jy LISA YORKGITIS 
~ews Tribune . 

Earlier this year, .Ed Gillmore of Jefferson City 
·;as exploring ways to continue working with the U.S. 
)epartment of Agriculture when he found out about 
uneriCorps, the new national service program. 

The nalion, 1 program enables him to earn a living 
tipend for about 10 months' work as well as $4,725 
'Jr tuition or loan payments. Plus, he said, it will give 
1im an edge in case a full-time job becomes avail­
.ble. 

"It's a good deal," said Gillmore, 31, a father of two 
;iris who became an AmeriCorps worker in October. 

As an animal sciences graduate from the Univer­
.ity of Missouri-Columbia, Gillmore said the educa­
ion award will help repay his loans. He also is 
:onsidering graduate school. 
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Gillmore works in Cole, Callaway and Osage coun­
ies with the Natural Reso1!:'ces Conservation Ser­
ice, formerly called the Soil Conservation Service. 

More than a dozen AmeriCorps members work 

* Amel'iCorps 
AmeriCorps worker Ed Gillmore, left, examines a possible wetlands area on the property of Cletus "Jake" Schellman, 
center, at Cole Junction. With th.em is wildlife biologist Reggie Bennett. . Julie Smith/NeW1 Tribune 

From page one AIU10ugh the office didn't have 
much time to prepare for having 
an AmeriCorps member, the staff 
quickly found a place for lhe new 
worker. 

"It wasn't like we had lo scram­
ble," Van De Velde said. 

with U1e service throughout Mis­
souri . Other AmeriCorps members 
scheduled tv work in Mid-,11:i!- .,ouri 
include two people who will con­
duct pesticide safety training 
through 11.ural Missouri Inc., 
based in Jefferson City. 

As an AmeriCorps worker, Gill- Gillmore's , position . with Ameri-
111ore helps farmers develop ways Corps enables him to_ work with 
lo reduce soil and land erosion, practuc~rs ~cross a vanety of land-. . 
increase crop yields and protect , . _scapes_ m his _th~ee-county ar~~: . . 
water supplies. • Earlier tl\is week, he visited. 

"Our m~:::1 goal is to conserve ~armer Cletus "~ake" Schellman 
our natural resources" he said. m the Cole Junction bottom along 

On a given day, h~ may help a with a wildlife biolo~is~: and an­
producer develop a crop rotati on other worker at the district office. 
nh n lf':i rh :ihnttt s nil ,.,...,.,; ..,., ' -. '1"1• •·01,11:11 ,-, n1 
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JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 
NOVEMBER 31, 1995 



DAILY NEBRASKAN 
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA 
SEPTEMBER 12, 1994 

AmeriCorps is laUnchePMnat1<Jt1wide, 
N ebraskastudents changeforcommunilyscrvicc.Through ·, .. counlry.Sludcnls.hadtollpplylopartic- '. ;~~-~bcfo~ ~;l~ne will be ab)e lo ge_la 

\
'Jo. Till part1·c1·1Jate 1·n !he program, _students can help solve : ipalc in the An:ieriCom_sJ,rogram by vouc~ct.!' >.,_:.,, '.' ,· • . • • : \ ,: .: 
·v local problemswhilegellingleadership .. Sept 2. . . , ··, · Beacon sa1d:·-~!_Under this scenario, 

and service opportunities:· •. . • .. • • • Derickson said' many Ui1iversity of you arc a sciya)tl for some years before 
SCrVlCe pro gra111 Nebra.~ka's Soil Conservalirnt Ser- . Nebraska-Lincolnsli.Jdenlshadscnl hini you can use thatnioney toward college. 

vice will work with the U.S. Depart- , ar,plicalions . • :·; . • . ... ; ·,- . ' ; : ,· but s/udctjls, 'f\1\nol have loan de~n-_ . . 
8 y Angie Goettsch mcnl of Agi'icullufc to fill the Nebl'a~ka ,:,r.-.:No s~ci(ic ·q\,lalifid~liOl\S :were re- · denc1es.1' ,: · ·,:. • . . . , 
Sl aff Repor1er •. positions: ,f::ive pcupic.~iiJ:~\vorkii1{ '.ci~i_r?d 102appl~I fo/.f#c~i<;:orps,: he .. ', I?c!lcksoit'~aid the _C_orporaliort for 

. _ , . al offices 111 Norfo);k,_ 1:,1!\~111
1
, Omtha . ~a1d,olherlh~ti~sl~l1~}n!~rest_lq~otk.:: ~a11011al S~rv1ce adm1111slercd ihc_ na-

Pres1tlcnl Cl 11110n s ~rv1ce corp~ or • _and Te~umsch. . . . r.--.~::' ·• ,.· <,:, • : Ill a~Olhll)~h1ty1i;c.,r.,ac.c P.1'.981'a,!TI81.lli on. l1011al ptogram ... , Slate comm 1ss1ons . 
u>llege sludcnls scxm will be march111g Derickson .said parllc1panls woul<l • cnv1ro111ncnlal, ptqjc<!l~J Si1¢r:supcr:vi- , sponsor 300 programs across the coun-
i1110 Nebra~ka. cam a I iving stipend or $7,660. and - sofs arc rcquir!!d 1c;-t~,c6llrigclgradti- try. and federal agencies also sponsor 

In Nebraska. 20 col lcgc students will supcrvisorswoultl receive$ I 2,000. They ales. Olh\!t service partici~anls 1jtusl be .· some projecL~. . • • 
se rve in AmcriCorps. said Craig alsowouldrcccivcancducational.vbueh-'(:collcgebbui1di .. , .. ~ - •• : ' . Derickson said AmcriCorps pro-.· 
Derickson, Nebraska ·s director of erof$4,725whentheycomplcted l.812 :.: ·· )ohnBeacb11: UNUd1fccfotofschol- •. grams that were linked with the U.S. 
/\ meriCo~. . . hours of service. The educational vouch~ . arships and_ fjnai_ldal-iil~;~~aid ,thc pro- ·. • Deparl!nenl or Agricul lure. like Nc-

AmcriCorps, which kicks olT today er may be used to pay for college loans gram would give people who nonnally braska s program. would help solve 
nationwi<l~. is President Cl inion's na- or luit!on. , . : •• •• . ' ! • couldn '.I a_(!,or~J l~~t~h~n~~:10 go lo · environmental problems. 
l1onal service program that will offer This summer. organizers have been:-· tollegc. ,;: • ... • • . ------------ ­
students academic scholarships in ex- gearing up for the project around the •. Bui, he said, 11Hwill'..be.'al least one : See AMERICOAPS on 6 

• • • "" . • • • • ..... ~ . ' . · · 1 '. 

AmeriCor.ps 
Continued from f'age 1 

" They will ~ w9rking as a team to 
provide local cotnmi.milies support for 

• nood relier. water quality protection, 
natural resource protection; complete 
rehabilitation and maintenance on rec­
reation areas, and environmental a1ld 
ecosystem management education '1. 

Derickson said. ' 
"We want to work with the commu­

nity anti provide information 011 how lo 
protec t lhc environmenl." :·Derickson 
said. • 

Derickson sa1d'tic·~~pccted 20.000 · 
slu~ents_ lo participate in AmcriCorp~i 
nat1011w1de by the year's end. • · •• 
• H~ also exP.Cctcd the pl'Qgram lo be · 
a las1111g one:· · .. ., , · : • 

"B_e~ausc this national service pro­
gram gives stud,erts opportunities to 
help meet educational needs. I have 
speculation that this program will con• · 
linue," Derickson saitl, • ' 

• Bcaco_n said AmcriCorps was a good 
opportunity for college students. but ii 
would be belier irmorc students could i 
gel involv1.J, • •• • 
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SPRING CLEAN-UP- West Virginia AmeriCorps members, along with the Natural Resources Con­

servation Service, joined forces Wednesday to clean debris left by the winter flood at the Point Pleasant boat 
launch area. Assisting with the special project were Leah Ceperley of Hurricane, Tim Craddock of Hunt­
ington, Marie Maivro of Beckley, and Susan Henthorn and Allan Skidmore of Middlebourne. Pictured above 
are a few of the members as they clean a hillside. 
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Re~·gees head home 
after cease-fire 
2D 

SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 1996 

"We iu-~n•t ex;ctly rejoicing 
0

in 
the halls," Staton said, "but I think 
those numbers speak for them­
selves." Please see GCH Page2A 

e·-------
- , ~7 ck. 

Scatterea ~nowers 
HI: 65 LO: 50 

FYI I 
FAIRMONT, WEST VIRGINIA VOL. 96, NO. 119 $1.25 
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• Members of the East Fairmont High School Band display their patriotic pride during Saturday's Loyalty Day Parade. 

AML's projects improving·water 
By Jenni Vincent 
STAFF WRITER 

district engineer with the state 
Di vision of Environmental 

. Protection's AML program, 
BRUCETON MILLS construction should begin 

Hundreds of abandoned mine sites on four additional sites 
have already been reclaimed by the here this spring. 
state Division of Environmental . Although many 

quality within the stat.e's water- is obtained from the coal industry 
ways. This can occur not only through a tax based on coal produc­

by direct treatment of acid tion, Broschart said . 
• mine drainage that often .. -AML work first began here in 

•;t• Protection's Office of Abandoned people don't realize 

discharges from old ,1982, Broschart said, explaining 
deep mines, but also that approximately $20,588 was 
through reclaiming spent reclaiming . the 
coal refuse piles, Demoss/Goines Project. 
backfilling high- ... ~ Located off Route 7 north of ~. ~., . .Mine ~u~d.Reclam~ -- ,:-;- • rv, baw . .mu~h...WQr~~b~_s_ ,...::.-, 

\~ ,, • Locally, shghtly more than $6 already been done m 
' million has been spent on AML the lower Cheat, 

projects in Preston County within Broschart is proud of 
the lower Cheat River Watershed. the AML's track record 

Consequently, acid mine and fiow much has already 
drainage - which otherwise would been done to improve water qual­
have gone into the Cheat River - ity problems - especially those 

7 

wa"ffs, .ru:.regradfog ~.Kfngwooo~ thht project.centered o·n· 
and covering old the reclamation of a small refuse 

mine spoil area," pile and 'Sealing four open mine 
Broschart said, explain- entries, Broschart said. 

ing that environmental Overall, these AML projects have 

has been reduced. related to acid mine drainage. 

problems other than acidity such ranged from simple backfilling of 
as erosfon and sedimentation have highwalls to the construction of pas­
also been reduced by ~he AML's sive water treatment systems, 

But that's not all. "One type of environmental ben- projects. 
According to Dave Broschart, efit surrounds improving water . Funding for AML remedial work Please see WATER . . ... ~ . . ~. Page 2A 

:- . ~ 
"· - --- ---.. ·--

Environmental Awareness: Simple le$sons 
• . .. • . ~ :· 

' 
By Jenni Vincent . 
STAFF WRITER 

FARMINGTON - Just an ordinary bowl 
of water. 

Why did it attract so much attention at the 
Environmental Awareness Day? 

Because it didn't stay clear or clean. for 
long, thanks to Leah Ceperley, ·an 
Americorp, representative who staffed the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service's 
booth at Saturday's event. 

While C~perley and another staffer, Marie 
Maiuro spent a good deal of time explaining 
erosion and sedimentation, it was their 
demonstration which really helped illustrate 
these soil-related problems. 

growing in the s9il. The roots help hold the 
soil, so not as much will wash away," 
Ceperley said, smiling as a youngster moved 
closer for a better look at the discolored 
water. 
- From i;omposting and rain forests to recy­
cling and clean drinking water, participants 
were treated to more than a dozen environ­
mental booths and presentations. 

Organizer Mike Montgomery, who esti­
mated that approximately 100 individuals 
participated in this event (including presen­
ters and visitors), praised the displays and 
information which was available. 

large crowd at a displ'ay presented by the 
West Virginia Raptor Rehabilitation Center. 

Morgantown resident Kim Roff, an educa­
tional volunteer with . the group, explained 
that Annie is an educational bird who can 
never be released into the wild. 

"Since she was illegally taken when she 
was . young , Annie never learned to fear 
humans," said Roff, explaining that the cen­
ter cares for injured birds of prey until they 
can once again be released. 

At another cabin , members of the 
Barrackville Busy Bisons 4-H Club were 
fashioning bird feeders out of used milk jugs 
and flowers from old plastic six-pack rings . 

Bob Gay/Staff 

Whlle his owner, Dr. David Leveaux, studies inf<Xmation on pro-
1ectlng the world's rain forests, "Major" keeps an eye on other 
activities at Saturday's Environmental Awareness Day at Camp 

After seeing Ceperley pour water onto the 
bare dirt above the bowl, youngsters were 
surprised to see the water become a murky 
brown - right before their eyes . 

"See how the soil actually washes down 

"The displays are just the best.. .everyone 
has something incredible to offer. For exam­
ple, the Fairmont State College Costa Rica 
Association just finished a slide sh.ow on 
rain forests and why they ' re important," 
Montgomery said, explaining that participat­
ing organizations included state and federal 
agencies, private non-profit organizations 
and community groups. 

In between activities, leader Tonya Daft 
administered an environmental pledge to 
wide-eyed youngsters who - with their 
right hands raised - solemnly vowed to 
help make the world a better place. 

"This is what it's all about. I know from 
watching these kids that they have gotten a 
lot out of the demonstrations and learned a 
lot," Daft said. 

Mar Mac. • 

Loqal news ......... .. .... ............... .... .. 3A 

Business .. .... .......................... : ...... 1 D 

• into the water? But in this other bowl, 
there's much less because there was grass Annie, a red-tailed hawk , also drew a 

Your Sunday lYf orning Newspaper'' 
'f'_,.: .• ~..,,,:;._. ~;~'l!!!:ill/',,rr,::: ,...,.....,._..,..,. __ ,. 
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ent1orn Says Americorp 
I Is Project Worth Keeping 

!i) RA Y SWEENEY 
Slaff Writer 

While support for the President Bili Clinton-imple­
mented Americorp Frogram is waning, a Paden City 
woman is a firm b liever in the venture. 

Susan Henthorn of Paden City finished her tou r in 
the Americorp on Saturday ancl would gladly rejoin 
the program. On that day, Henthorn hacl finished 
I, 700 hours of community service . working as a 
rura l community .1 -- ~istan t under John Carr 1t rile 
N atural Resou rce Conserv,1tion Service in 
Middlebourne. 

"I would like to st,►y but my tour is up," Henthorn 
said. " I like gett ing out helping people. I was sched­
LJ!ed to stay in the program un til Ju ly I but I have 
been getting a lot of hburs here lately." 

She has been all over Wetzel County during her 
I I -month tour. She bas helped with stream bank sta-

• bilization at Ty ler Consolidated High School and at 
Fisher Creek at Pine Grove. Also, she helped prepare 
correspondence and maps for the Pine Grove water 
survey and has worked with ma ny aquaculture 
groups in the area. She has been in contact wi th Tyler 
Consolidated about th possibility of conducting ou t­
door classrooms and has done fu nding searches for 
the Tyler County Seni r Center. 

At Hu ndred, she located a computer for town 
recorder Judy McNeely to aid in garbage ancl police 
fee billings. She located the computer on the other 
side of the state around Beckley, W. Va. 

Over the pas t few months, she has been helping 

I 
i• 
I' ! . 
l 

Americ.orp 

McNeely become computer l iterate. She has been 
spending nine to IO hours a clay helping Mc Neel} 
learn the computer. 

On h\Or las t clay of work on Saturday, Hen thorn 
along with high school students cleaned the Pad ' n 
Cit y :'ark .~rounds. The group had intended to r·aint 
the swimmint: pool also but inclement weathe · kept 
rh.·.·n from this job. This Sunday, the group will be 
hack at the park finishing the )'1b. 

Henr,,orn said althoug h she won't he in tne 
Americorp program anyniore, she will still be help­
ing out in the com 1nunity . She said she will still 
make trips to Hundred to help McNeely because she 
doesn't want to leave her "cold turkey." 

A state project he will also be instrumen1a; in 
will he the Ohio River Sweep. 

In the Arnericorp program. a person earns money 
for college tuition or lo pay of co llege debt by work­
ing for various governmental departments. Henthorn 
wi ll receive $4,785 for her work . 

The money will come in handy because she in t':'nds 
to attend either West Liberty Sta le College or 
Wheeling Jesuit College to get a bachelor 's degrees 
in business admini~tration and accounting. Hen thorn 
currently holds associates degrees in applied science 
and accounting and business administration and cer­
tificati::s in small business management and PC spe­
cia list all from West Virginia Northern Community 
Cnile;.!e. 

He~llil >rn became acquainted wi th the program 

(Conti11'1ed on Page SAJ 

i 
I. 
I 

) d Paden City resident, in Amerlcorp volunteer an for a picture 
Su~z.11 Henthornkan time from her busy schedule to posed' her group I 

\ \ 

the hackground ta es ers oft Saturday. Henthorn an from aint-
with h t! r high scc·~yo~a~~ltut inclement weatheri~eppt t~:1:nteers fn the 
cleaned Paden 1 1, . of only two Amer cor Ing the pool. Henthorn s one 

(Continued from Page lA) 

after seeing an art icle"_in th_is pap~r 
in August 1994. At mst, it dicln . t 
seem like she would be able to fit 
the work into her schedule. By M ~y, 
her schedule cleared so she _apphed 
for the position. She was hired the 
next month. . . . · 
_ "The point of this program is g~t­
ting things do~e,". H r. ~thorn sa id. 
"That-isJhe mam thm5. . . 

Hent fforn-anf! Becky Sh1ll1ng 

been cut sucli as the one to aid the 
Department of Forestry. 

Rodocker of Wheeling,_ who works 
with Multiple Scleros~s sufferers, 
are the only two Amencorp volun­
teers in the panhandle but there a_re 
188 statewi de. Hent~ orn said 
nobody will know until A ug~st 
whether the Resource Conscrv~t1011 
Service Americorp Program wi_ll ~e 
approved for another year. rf it 15, 
she many re appl y. There are le~ 
peo ple w ho currentl_y se r ve as -
Americorp vo lunteers 111 the RCS . 
Some Ame rico rp programs have 

• What would she say to s_o1:1e?ne 
w ho i s thinking o f J0 1n1ng 
A mericorp? . .. . 

" Go for it," she said. It is very 
interesting work and I _have learned 
a lot and met a lot of m~e people. It 
al so prov ides yo u with .co lle ge 

, money . It is terri fic." 

,. 
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-Clinton's DOil1t$tic 
Peace ~orps Is Hard 
At Work in Vermont 

By KRISTIN BLOOMER homa and atAy COM~t.ed with their com-
HeraU It.ff . mu.n.ltlN around the ltAt.. 

on·• youn1 P411'90n la helpinf Vennonlln ► USDA Run! O.v,lopment Tuma an 
ft&llt h=-•r. Another la t.eachJnc YiauaUy wor~ on toil conMrvation p~ - auch 
impaired. peopl• to cope with their YU.ion u ona alon1 the Winooald River - and on 
loae. An.other it workinc to ·cqotrol troeion helpinJ rural communiliN like Mendon 1•t 
alon1 t4a Winooek.i River. . flre protectJon. . 

Th•y an lhr'ff Vennont'mainbart ol Amer- ► USDA Public Land, Tea.ma ·ar=. worklnc 
iCorp,. o~rwiM known ;.. the CllJlton ad- with the GTNn Mountain 'NttSollal Fo,...t 
~ni1trati~'• dom .. tic Peace Corpe. The oa- and the Vermont Youth Conavvallon Corp. 
tJonal ~rv1~ Procnm hu mon !D•mbart to nbuild lonc-oaclected ~. ncruUOJ\ 
per capita 1n Vermont than 1D any oth•r . .,.... and mlJe, ofhllwia' inu.: • 
•~w. aa:io~~I to tM Corporatioa for Na• ->: Tba USDA Antl-Hun,er Corp. la work• 
tionaJ Suvice in Wuhln,ton, D.C. lnJ to help communitlN locate their own 

With 130 memti.n MrYUII a population of hu.n,er nffde and rulb• or Improve prqjacta 
~2,768 0990 oenaua), Vermont', Amer- tMy deem Important, auch u food co-opa 
1Corp1 hu on, memti.r for every 4,328 Nei• community prdena and· 'IChooJ lunch ·p,O: 
danll. Rick Allen. th• corpontion', deputy ,rame. ' 
U1iatant t:«> Pre1id1nt Clinton, Mid only Many of thue pro,rama had ·aJnady 0 . 

Montana nvala thoea nwnbart. Montana'• lei.cl throu&h USDA f'u.ndi.n,. But they w•n 
Am~nCorpa hu 179 rnamti.n Nrvini a pop-_ abla to uttnd their MrvicN on the atnn,th 
ulat.ion ~7!>9.065, hu on• member par every o(their appllcationa, Allen ,aid. . 
4,464 rea1deota: . -rh.y wan very clear about the ti.oeficial 

Then ue au AmariCorp. proeram, In chanp they were eoinl to make for th.air 
Vermont: communitiu: Allan aaid. -Vermont pro-
► The Northea,t Kincdom Initiative, rwi lf"&ma proved they were eolni to iet thinp 

out of L)"Ddoo Staite qoue,-. off'll"I Mrvicea dona ln VermonL • 
r&rll'DI ~m tutorin, to economic de~p- "GettinJ ~ c1one• 11 tM mouo for 
ment ua11t&Dce. AmeriCorpa. Memhen are Nlected Crom ap-
► The Independent IJvina Project, bued pl.lcationa and ,-lq a anaU Uvinf 1tlpand. 

ln BraU.Jeboro, uaiata the e1darty and Vu- hMlth care ti.neftta and, If MCM&U)' child 
moot.en with diaablUtiea to nm.ain In their (See PaJe 18: AmeriCorpe)' 

Zebediah Kello,i•Roe is aervinr u an AmeriCorp, volu, 
teer in the Rutland area with the Vermont Anti-Hun,, 
Corp,. 

Ameri Corps · 
Continued from Pa,e 16 

care. Vermont'• AmeriCorp, mem• population helped if0Up1 cooperate 
bera ran,e in a,e from 19 to 67. durini the ifant-writini proceaa in · 

At leut three pro,rams - the • way that made Venno t'a propoa• 
Public Landa Team, the Anti- ala especially powerfui. 

• Hun,er Corps and the Independent "I don't think the ~•ion (to 
Livin1 Project - are ■till" acuptin1 fund Vermont'• proirima) wa■ 
epplicatlona. baaed-on our belnr any more or leu 

For 1,700 documented hours of needy than any other state," Furp­
aervice and trainin1, •full-time aon said. "It wu bued on whether 
members• receive about $600 a we were able t.o beat meet the need• 
month and a $4,725 voucher that ofourparticularatate.• 
can be u.-ed for colleie, ,raduate And the need. are there. Bari 
achoo! or vocational trainin1, or t.o Gladat.one, proif&JD director of the 
pay back coll•ie Joana. "Part-time Vermont Anti-Hunpr Corp,, ■aid 
memben• receive travel allowance, the Vermont Food Bank aerved 
no atipend and an education vouch- 100,000 people Ja1t year- a fifth ·or 
er of $2,363. • the 1tate'1 population and a ai~ 

Kathleen Furauon, Ute\ltiVe di• cant increut over wt year, l 

rector of Vermont'• Commiuion on -rhere'a a i")win1 population of 
National and Community Service, workinf ·people livinf rliht on the 
ia in chUi9 of the •ix prop-am,. She edp," ahe ■aid. . "Many don't con• 
■aid Vermont'• relatively ,mall alder themaelvea_ eUJible for food 

1tamp1, for example, when in fact 
they may be.• . • . 

Zebediah Kellog-Roe it a 'mem• 
ber of the Vermont Anti-Hun,er 
Corp, aouthweet team, who11 ■ix 
membeni live to1ether In Sudbury 
and whoae current work la to take 
"climate 1urvey1" of the re(ion. 

The work hu no~~ do with 
weather. The purpoae ia to collect 
lnf'ormation about the community', 
food and nutritional needa before 
mo~ into actual "project work," 
KelloiJ•Roe said. 

"We don't want to come in u Ver, 
mont Anti-Hun,er Corp• or aome 
outaide ifOUP and tell Rutland, 
-rhia ia what you ahciuld do.' • ht 
said. -rhat'a not ,oii:ir to fly. It hu 
to t>. rrua roota. It hu t.o come 
from people who are a.(f'ected by the 
problem." 

So Kellogi-Roe ia mt,tin1 with 
groups auch aa the Rutland-Area 
Co-Op, a ifOUp that has 77 mem• 
ben and needa 300 in order to ,et 
■tarted, he 11id. He plan■ to help 
them with ifant-writin1 and mem• 
benhip drives, and hopes to help 
reviteliu a community garden in 
Benniniton, he said. 

The idea i1 to empower local com­
munities, he uid. 

"111 leave eventually,• he uid. 
• At the end o( September .our term 
will roll over. It's important that 
what we do hu the potential to 
carry paat ua. We don't want to 
come in and fill a ,ap as a volun• 
teer, and when we leave have it 
open qain. We want t.o CTeate a 
■)'Item, ao that when we leave, the 
1y1tem i1 ■till there.• 
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I Amlft~ Going lbong 

A public and private ~partnerlhip which ia 
• providing • needed year-f'OUnd retiabte water 
aource for fire aupprellion Ja c,uae for 
celebration in the town d Woodatoc:k, on 
~ 27. The Amen~ Vermont 
Fira Technical SuDDOrt Tean, in • 
collaborative effort wfth Vermont'• .RC&D 
Council, provided the WOodllCCk Fire 
Departmn with engtneer'..ig lllilfaicl for 
the installation d I «'I h ~• 11; a Q iticlll 
elemll ll in the town'I economio ••lopmlnt 
olan. Govwnor' Howard ~ ~ 
Leahy and Jefbm, and ~•rutM 
Sandin will be~ for ~ 
of the AmertCorpa PtCQ■n.. 
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p1n1on 
Saving fugding, f o()d 

pcctful, opcn~minded; community.based, worthy. 
No, this is not the new creed of the Boy Scouts. These 

are some or the valu~ embodied by th~ Vermon( Anti• . • 
un1er Corps, a proiram to (eed disadvantqed Vermont• . 

•ers that is worth watebi01, • . • 
The year-old efTort is part of Pmident Ointon'a AmeriCorps 

-5ervices provam, bis domestic version of the Peace ·Corps. In 
exchange for a small wa&e and later money for colle&e, volunteen 
work in community acrvice p"rojects. In this case, the ~nners are 
hunJtY Vermonten. , . · · • . 

Though the program is now a target for Washin1ton'1 bud&et 
cutters, includin1 the SSS0,000 that goes to Vermont's effort, it.a 
attributes are precisely what aovemment should be doina for 
·disadvantaged people. . . • . 

■ Respectful. The corps does not just aive food away. Respect• 
fog the people it serves, the anti-hunser effort joins _with city . 
recreation in St. Albl.llS, -Cor example, and then provides lunch "for 
the kids who come to swim. • 

■ Open-mlridecl. The corps has tapped into whatever resources 
will feed whoever needs to be fed. The inmates' p.rden at the . 
Northwest State Correction.-1 Center in St. Albans - already a . 
provider of 30,000 pounds off ood to hungry V ennonten each year 
_;_ has been a focus for·one corps volunteer. . • . • . . 
. ■ ·communlty based. Far from using a federal know-it-all . 
approach, the C<>rps devises local 10lutions to local, Pf'Ol?l~ 
Many of the workers are volunteen, and the food 11 often arown at 
community gardens. . • • 
. The merit of this stratec ls that the program•• beneficiaries -
often the rural poor - learn slcills and develop aystems that they 
can sustain themselves. without outside help. it also·means the 
corps' work fits the community's needs. · 
• ■ Worthy. ·Some of the program's local ideu may be dupli­
cated statewide, roe exampl~ teaching proper nutrition to fur­
loughed prison inmates. The anti-hunser effort has also won 
Vermont recognition and a chance to seo-e as I national model -
"not by Jivina more handouts but by building opportunity and 
responsibility amon1 the people they ue working with," said Joel 
Berg, Agriculture Department director of national seo-ioe. 

These goals replicate those of many of Washington's fiscal 
conservatives, yet they do not place the corps above budget cuts. 
The federal government's debt is more than $4.5 trillion, and 
~owing. AmcriCorps' status as a pet Clinton initiative makes it 
• particularly vulnerable. . 
·: So are the people it serves. The program's values are so Boy 
Scout-laudable, it deserves better. lts return on federal investment 
ls high, too, for the hungry and for the participants. 
. The state's Conifcssional delegation should help it survive. 
Meanwhile Vermonters should continue to expand the program's 
volunteer supporters. Good ideas should survive no matter who is 
J:)ayi ng for them. 

THE BURLINGON FREE PRESS 
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MARION, VIRGINIA 

Riverwalk planner ~oordlaating grand vision 
Sc1Yice program 
,,·ill benefit 
c< )nservancy 
By ~~- SIM~ONS JR./ Staff 

A downtown focal point where fam­
ili,·, ran enjoy the beauty of Marion's 
uwn riH· r and an educational and 
th t'rapeulic tool that can be used by 
~, h1• ,1~. civic groups and health facil­
iti, .. , in 1he community-this is Mindy 
Clark·~ vision for the Grassroots Con· 
ervan,v·s Riverwalk. 
Tlw three-mile rive rwalk path, 

which extends from beyond the old 
ice plant in South Marion, past the 
town swimming pool and along 
Campbdl Avenue almost to the 
Southwe~t Virginia Mental Health 
ln~titute. is one of the first recipients 
of 1h,· ht'nefi ts of Bill Clinton's Ameri­
C11rp~ ~<·rvice. 

Clark is part of a four-member 
Arm·riCurps team headquartered in 
\\' vth, ·ville. The team is assisting a 
varitc1y of projects, but Clark's work 
will be concentrated on the riverwalk. 
Working out of office space donated 
by Bill Huber of Echols-Sparger, 
Clark's job is to manage the overall 
rivcrwalk project, design features for 
tht project and to assist in negotiat­
ing easements to connect the river­
walk 's three phases. She has nine-12 
months to do this. 

Originally from a rural community 
in ew Hampshire, Clark holds a 
bachelor's degree in horticulture 

~.~ .r 

?}. 
• • :0" 4. 

:. , 
_ . ., . 

Don Simmons Jr. 
Mindy Clark works on prellmlnary sketches for the WIiderness Road Park 
section of Marlon's three-mlle merwalk. 

from Montana State University with a 
focus in landscape design. 

With only six weeks on the job, Clark 
has spent most of her time familiarizing 

herself with the existing features of the 
riverwalk. 

"It's already a beautiful trail," she 
says. "My job will be to see exactly 
what people are looking for in the river-

walk. A lot of limes people have as­
sumptions that they don't communi­
cate . I'll try to coordinate everyone's 
ideas and present a plan which meets 
their needs as closely as possible." 

Soon Clark will distribute a survey 
to members of the Grassroots Con· 
servancy, but she says she welcomes 
other input as well. There are numer­
ous possibilities, maybe even includ· 
ing space for a community theater 
near Riverbend Park. There have also 
been discussions about re-stocking 
the river with trout 

"The goal of the trail is to serve the 
community as a whole," she noted. 

Concurrently with her work on the 
riverwalk. Clark is also helping her 
AmeriCorps team members in a tree 
identification project along the river· 
walk. The infonnalion gathered will 
be used on educational tours by Mari· 
on Middle School students and other 
schools in the county . 

The riverwalk is divided into three 
parts. Phase one runs from Riverbend 
Park near the old ice plant to the rail­
road trestle at Church Street One of 
the most scenic parts of the walk, this 
phase features the old dam and ice 
plant, a variety of trees and wildflow­
ers and a quiet, removed atmosphere 
in the middle of downtown Marion. 
Clark is suggesting the addition of 
markers with information about the 
various vegetation and wildlife along 
the trail Benches for quiet repose are 
also being considered. 

Once at the trestle, walkers must 
now take to the street until they reach 
the town swimming pool, but one of 
Clark's tasks is to attempt to negotiate 
easements (or rights-of-way) so that 

• See CLARK, Page A8 

AmeriCorps team begins its service in region 
ey· ANDY KEGLEY / Staff 

Take four individuals with diverse 
backgrounds, add thei r strong interest 
in ,·onservation and public service, and 
tlwn ,m id them into members of the 
m•w rural development and conserva­
ti1111 ll'am in Southwest Virginia. 

' llll' r .. su It: one of the newest Amer­
iC11rp, 1ea111s-1he new national ser· 
vin· iniliative pushed by President Bill 
Cli111, ,n 10 tackle a wid e range of cri ti cal 
111·,·cl, ac ross the nation. As envisioned, 
11,·,· r 1, Kl.000 people will eventually be 
put 111 work solving a mul titude of prol>­
l, ·111-. and in return. receiving living 
,tip,·nd,. health insurance. chi ld care 
:111 •1 :111 .-durational allowance for their 

one or two year service. 
This particu larfour member team head­

quartered in Wytheville (a fifth member 
has yet lo be brought on board) , falls 
under the United States Department of 
Agricultu re's Rural Development wing, 
and will be specifically answerable to the 
New River/ Highlands Resource Conser­
vation and Development district 

As explained by Gary Boring, director 
of the NR/ H RC&D, when the presi­
dent's program was announced earlier 
this year, the local forestry committee 
applied for a grant to staff five positions to 
assist in the overall marketing of limber, 
but with the goal of enhancing the exist· 
ing so il erosion and conservation pro­
grams. 

And now, since this team was sworn in 
a Nashville ceremony Sept. 18 along with 
approximately 2.000 other AmeriCorps 
volunteers from a five-state area. the 
members are busily defining their tasks, 
and becoming familiar with new termi­
nology and bureaucracy. 

Audrey Biggs, Adrienne Perkin s, 
Mindy Clark and Delton Alderman bring 
diverse backgrounds of communications, 
forestry and horticulture to their newly 
created positions. Three of the fou r hold 
degrees from\ 'irginia Tech , while Clark 
completed a horticulture program at 
Montana State University in Bozeman. 

As the team. they will be spend one day 
a week working out of Clark 's Marion 
office, where their forus will be on a tree 

identification program along the town's 
three-mile long Riverwalk and Green­
way project. That project has received 
two other state grants, one of S 100,000 
from the state Commonwealth Trans­
portation Board's IS'rEA program; and 
another from the Division offorestry's 
Urban Forestry program. \\'ith Clark's 
expertise in landscape architecture, the 
project can move forward . 

Clark may also be available to locali­
ties in the service region. to assist with , 
park planning, Boring noted. • 

Separately, the team members have 
their own responsibilities throughou1 
the NR/ HRC&D to implement aspects 
of conservation. 

■ See AMERICORPS. Page All 
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Team begins serv~ce------------
■ AMERICORPS, from P9ie Al 

Biggs, for example, will serve as 
outreach coordinator, predomi­
nanlly working in the 11 county 
region of the NR/HRC&D. devel­
oping quarterly newsletters and 
press releases. "Basically, I wiU be 
working to improve the commuru­
ty's knowledge of the programs 
available." and more specifically, 
"whatever affects soil conservation 
or forestry in the area." 

She earned an English degree 
from Tech, plus a master's in com­
munications from Radford, and had 
been working in a management 
position in Harrisonburgwhen she 
learned of the AmeriCorps pro­
gram. "The initial attraction? This 
allowsmetoutilizemydegreetoits 
best potential. Plus, it allows me to 
give back some of what we've got­
ten. U Unde Sam helped us out (in 
student loans), I have no problem 
giving back to him.• 

Biggs will also develop four news­
letters specifically targeting water­
shed groups in the region, includ­
ing the Middle Fork of the Holston 
in Smyth County, Little Reed ls­
land Creek in Wythe and Pulaski 
counties, Little River in Floyd, and 
Chestnut Creek in the Galax area. 

Also bringing a communications 
background and degree to the team, 
Perkins will be serving as forest 
economics specialist "No,• she 
says. "ldon'thaveanybackground 
in forest economics, but that's why 
they hired me. They told me when 
they hired me they would train me 
in forestry, but they wanted my 
expertise in communications,• said 
the 1992 Tech graduate. 

Perlclns will serve as a liaison 
between the forest industry, pro­
ducers, and local governments, and 
how local forest resources can most 
efficiently be marketed. "I've been 
going to planning meetings of the 
Appalachian Hardwood Expo in 
Princeton." she noted, "and will be 
working on publicity." 

Alderman brings over a dozen 
years of practical private forestry 
consulting lo his job as Forest En­
gineer. After working out of his 
home in ML Airy, N.C., he says he 
had gotten of that aspect of the 
industry, and ~s interested in 
"learning something new.• 
,, JP.s aped.fie task la 'lssisting with 
the d~ and construction oflow 
cost, low value.timber bridges, "to 
take advan~eof wnlltthere·s a lot 
of in this area." _Theln!in benefit 
for timber bridges will be tn log­
gers, whowon'thavetoworryabout 
stream crossings when bringing 
logsouto(theforest.Intum,stream 
conservation and soil erosion will 
be protected, and loggers won't be 
in violation of state mandated Best 
Managemenf Practices. • • • 

There are no timber bridges in 
thisareayet,Aldennan said, but he 
hopes to find some suitable coop­
erator's to build_ ilemonstration 
projects on ~n. The bridges are 

• constructed by laminating timbers 

together, and are capable of hold- recent drought!," he observed. . 
ing a tractor-trailer load, 801000 , ._ ~ ~ 
pounds, across span~ of 20 to 40 , • Bec.Au5' the local AmeriCorps 
feel He will also be working on the l~am has stronR a fo~estry emph~­
dry hydrant program offered by s1( theJ~ffer:50n NaLional Forest is 

the RC&D, and is encouraging fire cooperating in support ~{the team 
chiefs to apply for grants before a as well. The pubhc relations office 

• Dec. 1 deadline. of JNf' is providing video equip­
ment for the team to film various 

Alderman is also the tree expert forest facilities and recreational 
on the Greenway project, and will areas, which will then be edited 
be contributing more technical into a promotional video. The equip­
work on growth rates potential ment will also be used for assisting 
along the trail. "There is some old with the Marion Greenway project 
growth along the river, and some ·. and the tree identification educa­
hugeredandwhiteoaksdeadfrom tionai program. Q 

Grand.vision-----------------
■ CLARK, from Page Al 
walkers will be able to continue 
along the riverbank. 

Much of the construction is al­
rrady completed at phase tw<r­
the walking p~rk in the vicinity of 
the pool. Plans for future construc­
tion include picnic tables, lighting 
and an infonnation kiosk which 
will note corrununity events and 
club meetings. ~ 

To get to phase three, walkers 
must now cross the old bridge be­
side Happy's R~tauranl, then cross 
Main Street to Campbell Avenue. 
This phase or the riverwalk uses 
tl1e..old Wilderness Road Garden ' 
Club park. Although the park has 
suffered somr over the years, it · 
will be redeveloped as funds be-· 
come available. 

Clark is already working on pre-. 
liminarydrawingsfordeveloptnenl l 
of all three plrnscs of the riverwalk. 
She says Marion Senior High · 
School has expressed interest in 
using the Wilderness Road section 
for its cross country runners to 

practice on.And, wiU1 supervision, so there's definitely some reading 
• patients at Southwest Virginia • in Clark's immediate future. , 
Mental Health Institute may bene- But Clark remlins undaunted. 
fit Crom the therapeutic value of "There are so many interesting 
quiet strolls along the river. people here who are excited about 

In addition to coordinating the the riverwalk, that I don't think 111 
planning and design of the river- havetoomanyproblemsthatcan't 
walk,Clarkwillalso be in charge of . be solved." 
organizing the various volunteer ~ its part in the annual Smyth 
groups who have helped so far in County Trash-Off, a county-wide 
it:sconstruction.Shemustalsostay clean-up day, the Grassroots Con­
in communication with the Middle servancy will host a river clean-up 
Fork Holston River Water Quality thisSaturdayfrom9Lm. until noon. 
Commission and the Tennessee Anyone wishing to participate 
Valley Authority as well. TheGra~ should meet at the riverwalk near 
roots Conservancy recently was the swimming pool. Clark says she 
awardedoneoftheCommonwealth wiU also be uslnir the occasion to 
Transportation Board's (STEA get more community input on the 
grants for $115,000. In helping ad- riverwalk. Q 
mlnisterthe grant. Clark says there 
are many struggles ahead in keep-
ing within the grant's guidelines. 
Local contractors must be used for 
some of the work and there are also 
rules govenilng materials used. 
The stack of paper with informa-
tion regarding the grant and its 
usage stands at over an inch high, 



AmerlCorps volunteers (1-r) Henry Sllentman, Andrea Dyer, and 
Sam Sellers. Slall phom 

AmerlCorps program benefits area 
Three college graduates 

are hard at work in San 
Juan County as part of the 
new domestic Peace Corps, 
the AmeriCorps National 
Service Program. 

Although they are work­
ing on projects throughout 
southeastern Utah, the three 
are headquartered at the 
Monticello City Offices. 

In exchange for their hard 
work, the AmeriCorps pro­
gram provides a modest 
monthly stipend, health 
care, and an educational 
benefit. The $4,725 annual 
benefit can be used to fl. I 
nance tuition or pay back 
student loans. 1 

All three AmeriCorps 
workers are college gradu­
ates. They say the program 
bridges the gap between col­
lege and graduate school or 
work. 

"We have the chance to 
develop work experience, 
serve communities, and 
pay off student loans," said 
Sam Sellers. 

I 

Sellers is seeking fund- \ 
ing for a Blue Mountain 
ski-area feasibility study. 
He also is developing a cor­
ridor management pro­
gram for the Trail of the 
Ancients Scenic Byway. A 
third project is developing 
and marketing mountain 

bike trails on the Abajos. 
Sellers had never been in 

the Four Corners area be­
fore arrivmg for his 
ArneriCorps assignment. 

Henry Silentman, a 
Navajo from Twin Lakes, 
New Mexico, is working on 
a number of projects in the 
Montezuma Creek area. 

The 24-year-old graduate 
of Grand Canyon Univer­
sity has bachelor's degrees 
in French and Internation­
al Business. 

He recently returned 
from studies in France. Si-

entman plans t.o further his 
education with graduate j 
work in economic develop-
ment or sociology. l 

He is establishing a 
1 

county-wide food bank to 
serve individuals who are I 
not adequately served by ex-

I 

isting social programs. 
The goal is to improve the 1 

nutritional content of diets 
in low-income families. 

Silentman encourages 
participation in this grass­
roots organization. Volun­
teers can donate time to 
serve on an advisory board 
or donate storage space for 
the food bank. Call 801-587-
2271 for more information. 

In addition, Silentrnan is 
working on a McElmo j 
Creek irrigation project 
and development of the pro­
posed sheep dairy. 

Andrea Dyer is working \ 
on projects in Moab and the ' 
La Sal Mountains. The bi­
ology graduate from Mesa 
State College is completing 
a tree inventory of Moab. In 

j addition, she is working 

I 
with the Grand Water Con­
servancy District to develop 
guidelines for recreational 
use of Ken's Lake. 

Dyer will further her edu­
cation with studies in 
botany or counseling. 

Sellers graduated from 
Northwest Missouri State 
with a geology degree. He 
plans to further his educa­
tion by studying city plan­
ning or economic plan­
ning. 
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?AmeriCorps to fund 
}~alveston Bay work 
::.:·.Environmental restoration planned 
. "j1y BILL DAWSON 
·• • Houston Chronicle Environment Writer 

.•~ . b 7 VI A1 
, , . - Q _A_me_riCorps, the Clinton adminis­
• · tration's new national service pro­
. , ,gram, will fund environmental res­
. , • :toration work around Galveston Bay 

. as one of its inaugural efforts. 
' • 1 The U.S. Department of Agricul­

ture announced Monday that 18 to 20 
jobs will be funded for the bay 

• project for about nine months start-
ing this fall. ' 

. , . . The work will be directed by the 
• department's Soil Conservation Ser­
. vice, which has been involved for 

• : ~veral years in a widely praised 
·program to plant marsh grass 
around the bay. 

: ~ ::~: That effort is ,aimed at fighting 
, J ,,fhoreline erosion and restoring wet­
. ,, ~liiµlds. 

Eddie Seidensticker, a resource 
• conservationist for the service who 
manages the local planting program, 

, _, , said the ,\meriCo!lie!mployees will 
, • work on projects dy proceeding 
• ~ !Vith volunteer labor. • 

· • , ' Possible work sites include Clear 
Creek, the Anahuac National Wild­
life Refuge and the mouth of the 

_ . Trinity River, he said. 
· • In April, the state-federal Galves­
ton Bay Program proposed a com­
prehensive conservation plan for the 
bay that identified the loss of wet-

• lands and other wildlife habitat as its 
top priority. 

· • : That document, the Galveston Bay 
• - Plan, proposes creation or restora­
• tion of 15,000 acres of vegetated 

. • '. wetlands in the next 10 years, ac­
. ··-. l:<>mpanied by public acquisition of 

50,000 acres of wetlands and flood­
·plain habitat over a 20-year period. 

Linda Shead, executive director of 
the Galveston Bay Foundation, a 
private conservation group, ap­
plauded the decision to target the 
bay for inclusion in the AmeriCorps 
program. 

"Anything that can help stem the 
loss ol valuable bay habitat is excit­
ing," she said. 

Jim Lyons, assistant agriculture 
secretary for natural resources and 
the environment, said his depart­
ment will administer 1,200 Ameri­
Corps positions, about half the total, 
in the national service program's 
first year. 

"We have a host of projects across 
the country to focus on opportunities 
to improve the environment and , 
improve public lands," Lyons said . 

Other USDA-directed AmeriCorps 
projects will focus on hunger and 
rural development 

In Texas, for instance, people will 
also be hired to help secure water 
and sewage services for people liv­
ing in South Texas colonias, Lyons 
said. 

AmeriCorps lets participants earn 
college or vocational school scholar­
ships while performing government 
service jobs in areas that also in­
clude education and public safety. 

They will receive yearly stipends 
of at least $7,500 and educational 
vouchers worth $4,725. 

People who are 17 and older can 
apply for the Agriculture Depart­
ment positions by calling 800-880-
4183. 
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AmeriCorps succeeds in S.D. 
av R08ERT PORE 
OfbC~ 

Despite attack.II by House 
8Ptalttr Newt Gin@ich u neo. 
erced volunteertam,• President 
Clinton's AmeriCorpt program 
has been • &UCCHa in South Da­
kota, uid an official of the Natu­
ral Resourcetl and. Conaervation 
Service. 

Jeffrey Dronen, .llm Han.en, 
NeaJ Herr, Juen KJeinaauet, 
Michael Kniece, Shelli Meehan, 
Kendra Sarpnt and Kercy Zihl­
man. 
~nty Ameri~ ,Iott were 

alloctted ror NRCS m South Da­
lmta, Watkina •cl. Currently 
U.. are 18 ~ mem­
ben, ntne tn Huron, bar in 
Bl'OOldnp and flw in Mitchell. 

men,btrl will receive $12,000 for 
their mperrieory l'MP()Mibllity. 

'nM workers alao receive rr. 
health can, and a $4,7ia& educa­
tional ~ for one ,-,. d 
wvrk. The $4, '725 can be UNd h' 
collep. 'foe&tional aducation er 
to pay off cone~ 1oane. 

AJao in South Dakota, there 
are AmtriCors,t memben wan­
inc an the Roeebud Retetvatioe 
and on a YMCA p-oram in tht 
Timber t.ke area, Watkins •td. 

•1t 'haa made a diO'ei-ence with 
the communities that have been 
working wit.h the environment 
here in South Dakota," said 
Joya, Watlctna of Huron, who i1 
Uiit director for the Natural Re­
lOUn:el Qmaervatk)n Service 
AmeriCorps team. 

I.alt Septembar, nine Hgron 
rttidtnta were swvrn ln u ml!ffl4 
hen or Ameri~ a national 
l81'Vic:e Ol"l&nizalion. 

Amons \he membtn « the 
Huron te.m '1't! Brad Btder, 

In Clinton', budalet. ht'• Pt'O­
l>Olrinr to lnaeaae fundinc to the 
AmerTCGl'J)II ~ Ht v,ould 
booet the number oCpart1c:tpanta 
rrcm 20,000 eurrently to ,.1,000 
by the end ot the 1996 budpt 
year, boattin, tht fundina 1ot 
the procram'• parent qency by 
$290 million. 

Sixteen of the 18 AaneriCo'rJ)S 
worken receive $7, '760 for I. 700 
houn or connmmib tervic:e, 
Watkins ntd. The othw hfo 

AMERICORPS/tram page 1 

-J1,e ArneriCorpe menlbera 
wortdnf out.Ide rA HUTOn haye 
been involved in contenatlon 
won: deal,nlnJ and buildin, ri­
parian areas b)' plantfnc t:rell 
and helpins in .tr.am banlc sta­
biHzadon." Watkins &aid. 

She said AmeriCorpe mernbtrt 
have aho been c:ollecti~ fnfor. 
maticn for the USDA'• Natural 

AMBRJCORP8 / pare a 

~ Irwetory and doinr • .._ NRCS uo hq an Earih 
contervation pt'Oltama IUCh u Team Plqrtana, with memb.n 
on wind.bl'eau and ~a., for mwldinr l'DCmt &hui 10,000 
Sout"h Dakota youth. houn or voluntNr l8l"Yice t.o the 

"AmmCorp& mernbc:n will be fteJd of c:onaervation work. 
workfna? with the Beadle Comer- Watkin, laid the NRCS wOl 
vation Dilltrict on ;the ,.-&vine be~~ IWHl1P(_\t.4 ~.j,Jtb 
Lake ~ .th11 'WJWi..na:. w,~ t'be • ~)lilcaclUilnia- . . 
kins said. -rhey have nelped to tena the.MWriCorp& proeram. 
brinr • lat tL ac>mmunit,- awan- AmeriCoros teams acrou the 
nes1 when it COm8I to conserva- eo1111gy wvrlc in a variety Af pro­
tton J)r'OrramS." p-ams includln, antt~unaer. 

While Watkin, wd th.Ir public landa and en\lU"Oftft')el'lt 
waps AmOUnt to '"Just enoueh to and nira1 dewlopmant. 
buy grooeriea end keep • 1'llOl Watkins aaid her ~ wm 
over thllr headl, • AmmCarpl be warkinc with the ConlOli• 
membera are keep(nc ~. dat.ed Fann Scmw apncy and 

She aaid the AmeriCorJ)I pro- the Rural Economic and Com­
~ i, a "valuable ~d" to cor,. munit;y Development lfif\Cy on 
servation work in South Dakota. future AmeriCorpg prqj~. 

·it Jives the NatunJ .. "'Whar11 import.ant ii that the 
i;ources and Cmaervation Ser-~ iila 1Mnc the Amen· 
vice another tool to help promote ~• mamNl"I a 1Bn1e oC ~ 
enviTonmentaJ awarenea and acmal aattstaction tn the work 
wha.t tt me&l'll 10 South Dakote..~ they are doin,,• she Mid. "'The)' 
she aid. • also leam the value oC c:ummu-

Aloq with AtneriCotpt helJ>- nity IMll'Vioe. • 
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Students join 
Americorps 
workers in 
tree planting 
By Brian Hickey 
Morning News "1Joff wntor 

FLORENCE - About 20 Americorps workers 
joined with St. John's Episcopal School students here 
Tuesday to plant 100 trees at Freedom Florence, 
including one flowering dogwood in memory of the 
Oklahoma City bombin\J victims. 

They joined 2 millmn other children and young 
adults in National Youth Service Day across the coun­
try, said Ann Barre of Youth Service America. With 
corporate spon orship and endorsements from non­
profit orgaruzation , Barre said about 3,000 youth pro­
Jects were undertaken Tuesday. 

To ob erve the day of service, the young people 
gathered to "improve the quality of life of the commu­
ni ty," aid Chris Bever, member of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture's rural development 
branch of the national youth service organization. 

"Each member out here today has a different rea­
son for being here, but we have the same goal: to get 
things done in South Carolina and in the country," 
Bever said. "I'm at peace with myself because I know 
what I'm doing with my life. It's not corny. I believe in 
it and U1e program bas given me a lot." 

Speakini: generally about Americorps, Bever said 
the nationwide organitation focuses on community 
service projects to better the country. Those involved 
receive a stipend and an education allowance which 
can go toward tuition or reconciling college loan 
debts. 

While members and students spent several hours 
at the recreation 1 facility. the focus rested on remem­
beriai: the 168 victim of last year's Oklahoma City 
bombmg. 

Chaplain Richard Sale, who just returned from the 
bombing site, said it i~ hf>.artwa g to see the Pee 
Dee cares about "' and rtivors. 

"I'm re Iv proud o orence to have this concern 
about othe areas. It really make you feel ~ood," Sale 
said. "Nineteen kids were lost in the bombmg, and to 
see kids out here participating in this is very signifi­
cant" 

The commemorative tree - adorned with a plaque 
signifying its purpose - was planted betw_een the 
entrance to the softball field area an9 )?arking lots. 
Sale said the tree not only honors the victims, but also 
the "hundreds who were injured and thousands who 
were affected" 

"It's very importan~ to realize w!! s_hould be of ser­
vice to our commumty," Sale said 1n a statement 
echoed by the Americof1.)s members. 

Kris Tt'IMltrom, atafl 

Americorps worker Wilbert Kennedy helps A,nna 
Huntley and Gerard Jebaily, students from Tnnity 
Collegiate School in Florence, plant a Ball 
Cypress at Freedom Florence Tuesday after­
noon. The students and Americorps workers 
planted over 100 trees at the park. 



Kevin Braniff and Doris lgnatow hit t r e streets in Tunkhannock 
o deiiver flyers and information about flood relief assis.tance to 

RICH BANICK / THE SUNDAY TIMES 

Wyoming County residents. The pair belong to the President's 
National Community Service organizat ion . or Americorps. 

Americorps Teams Helping Out 
BY GINA THACKARA 
THE SUNDAY TIMES 

Thirty years ago Peace Corps 
volunteers lived in foreign lands 
and helped people develop a new 
way of life. 

Today, Americorps workers 
build, teach and provide help to 
_\mericans who need help. 

Teams of Amer icorps workers 
o.re canvassing neighborhoods in 
Lackawanna. Luzerne, Wyoming 
and Columbia counties . Their 

D ;_, J ~'1.::u re t:::t t evervo n e 
has mtormauon about sources of 
help following recent flooding. 

"We might be here as long as 
four weeks," said Doris Ignatow, 
of North Brunswick, N.J. "We'll 

CLOUDY,COLD 

stay on until the _iob is done." 
A team of th· from a New 

Jer sey chapter ur Amer icorps 
met with workers from the Fed­
eral Emergen cy Man agement 
Agency to begin their work in 
Tunkhannock Saturday . 

Their first job was a door-to­
door canvass of the downtown, 
distributing flyers listing serv­
ices and help agencies available 
and asking if flood victims have 
signed up for aid . 

-:::.ch .'.mericorps worke, -,.:ent 
with a FEMA representative. 

"We're not offering to do any­
thing. We don 't ask for money," 
said volunteer Adam Payne, of 
Glen Rid ge, N.J. " We're just 

ASTRO-GRAPH 
BRIDES 

BUSINESS 
CLASSIFIED 
--,r~~'" ' 
LIVELY ARTS 
LOTTERY 

F2 
FB 

C7 
E1 

G4 
A2 

distributing information." 
They are among more than 

25,000 young Americans earning 
dollars to spend on education 
under President Clinton's Na­
tional Community Service pro­
gram. 

Payne said he holds a bache­
lor's degree in English from 
Boston University and is work­
ing with Americorps to earn 
money to begin a master's degree 
in social work. 

" T ' <; unders andable if P<'OOIE' 

are leery about strangers knocK­
ing on their door right now," he 
said. "So we just give them the 
information and move on. " 

Americorps workers are famil-
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Simpson claimed in deposnion 
test1monv that his slain v1fe 

nal entries about spousal abuse 
" " n "rt nf" <:rhPmP. to vnirl thP.ir 

iar with post-disaster work, said 
Janet Lowe, FEMA disaster as­
sistance operations coordinator. 

"But these young people don't 
just help in emergencies," Lowe 
said. "They also work on hous­
ing projects , in schools , wher­
ever they can perform public 
service.'' 

For example, Lowe said. Igna­
to w a lso developed a school 
garden m an elementary school 
near her h ome an d teaches 
voungsters the basics of non­
;Jouu cca. env ironmentally r e­
sponsible gardening. 

"This work helped me under­
stand what I like to do best," 
Ignatow said. 
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Under five days of questioning 

!or Go aman s father m a wrong­
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To: 

From: 

Subject: 

UNITED 
STAT£S 
DEPARTMENT 
Of AGRICULTURE 

January 16, 1995 

Tom Amontree, Martha Phipps, Billy Cox 

Joel Berg ) ~ 

Article from Oregon About Shut-Down of Forest Service Project 

For your information, attached is a clip from the Medford, Oregon Mail-Tribune, a 
paper which has previously praised our local Forest Service project in two separate 
ed itorials . Although I was unaware that the Forest Service had provided comments 
for such a story, it turned out to be relatively positive for us. While I am not thrilled 
to read an article indicating that some of our projects aren't running, this does 
squarely place the blame on Congress. 

Focusing on hundreds of lives placed on hold, the article provides yet another 
concrete example of the devastating impacts caused by the refusal of Congress to 
pass an acceptable Interior Appropriations Bill. 

You may want to share it with the White House; I have already forwarded a copy 
to Wofford's Office at the Corporation for National Service. 



'Bi1dQet b&ttre&Dhalts tU'lldS P.eJ/eJ 

for AmeriCorps program 
F9rest Service awaits 
action by lawmakers 
llyPAULFAmG 
of the Mail Tribune 

A pile of applications for the AmeriCorps 
pro~am in the Ro,ue River National Forest 
ls gatherifii dust. 

Funding for tlle U.S. Forest Service's part 
of the pro&ram, which was slated to begin its 
5ee9nd year last ran.. has not yet been ap­
proved b~use of the budget battle in Wash• 
ington, D.C., sa1d Mindy Martin, fores t coor­
din~tor for the proi['am. 

"I have so many people calllna me, some on 
a weekly basis, to ftnd out what's going on," 
she said, noting that about 1~ applications 

• have been received. "It's really fhlstrating," 
; she added. 
: Aft~ 31 AmeriCorps mem~rs based in 
• the Rogue River forest tlnished a 10-month 
tour. late last sum.mer, applications were ta­

i ken for another group slated to begin work 
• early -last November. 

ticlpation in the national service program, 
which depends on passage of an Interior De­
partment appropriations bill. was never ap. 
proved Instead, the Forest Service is de­
pendina on a continuina resolution passed 
~t week by Conaress. That temporary fund• 
mg expires Jan. 26. 

Co11i1"e.ssl~nal leaders, vowing to reduce 
federal. ~nding, have q:uestioned the merits 
of the $580 milllon lri f\mdlng for the 20 00(). •• 
member national service corps during tts' flrst • 
year. President Clinton hiu supported ex-· 
pancting the proif am. ., 

Yet there ls still time for a six-month pro-
il'&m this year, Martin said. • 

"Right now, we're looking at convertln& 
from full time,U she said. "We're still waiting 
for the go-ahead to start in mid-Marth or 
early April." • . 

Because or the· shortened work period, the 
expected $7,500 pay and educational voucher 
of$4, 725 for colle&e or trade school would be 
reduced accordingly, she said. 

AmeriCorps participants must be 17 to 23 
years old. Last year they worked out of the 
old Star Gulch ractllty of the Applegate Rang-

But funding for the Forest Service's par-
•• \ # '!I• ~ 

see AMERICORPS, f age 2A 

AmeriCorps 
from Page 1A 

er District. . 
Forest officials credited last 

year's group with completing 
more than 280 miles oftrailmain• 
tenance, more than 2,000 acres of 
forestry work as well .as bulldini 
erosion control projects, cleaning 
up after forest fires and working 
on various construction projects. 

They also participated in com­
munity projects in Butte Falls and 
Prospect renovating community 

.. . .. . 

buildings, installing sidewalks 
and building an arboretum. 

11We want the program but time 
is slipping away," said Orinda 
Lombardi,· program coordinator 
for the For~st Service program in 
the Paciflc Northwest. 

"We're still caught in budget 
uncertainty," she said. "I don't 
know what's going to happen at 
this point." 

The Rogue River forest pro­
gram represents nearly half the 

agency's AmeriCorps 70-member 
program in Oregon and Washing­
ton, she said. 

In addition to the program 
based in the Rogue River forest, 
there is one in the Olympic Na­
tional Forest in Washington state, 
and a smaller one in the Columbia 
River gorge. 
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'TEX -Paris native M ha ·M~~--p~ob~bly t:h°ait\h1·F~~m:tre.dit-':; . 
·Administratiorl in October, followi g en ate tbhfir~atiott hearings, She is .·-1 
senior vice p_resident of public affair ·ith the Partn .Credit llattk ot.:·--r_,;.(';:. •t 
Texas .. • .. The state Coastal Cootdirl tioh Council has added Goliad , ·,_:.;:1' . 
rancher C.F, "Dick" Schehdd t6 tt!pre en ag inl~restsi ·.- ; rTlit! 'I'e:iuuf ,ki';:,•.1'.-1 
AgtiFood Master program grows as T.A. t I l _ Antonio dire~tot, ~-i ,., : 1 

assumes an Extension specialist pas~ in ag d 1~atin.n xas A&M, ,· -. ·' .-, _ 
AgriFood teaches ho • i nces the fat,ts oUgn I I ,· ·: o_•Siutta Ed ._._ 
Lissy is the new prograrr man r £ r th~ .Texas Bol rad' atidri 1' • 

Foundation, Inc., in Abilene. H wiU matiage atth s 1 1 1 o the nine ,, : 
eradication zones established in exas . . ; 'i_ litiported fire attacked and •, 
'destroyed com seed and seedlin~s up to 2 inches tall on a farm north of .' · ,_. , 
D'Hanis thi$ year. That's good reasoh for planting-ti in~ecticide, say ·, • . 

-. entomologists .. 1 • Texas Wildlife Expo pt c 0-0cl, 2 ih , , , 1 .• • 

Austin. Call 1-800-792-1112 or 512-389-44 , • i ., • , • • ,. • ; 
. ., •. r • . , , 1 • , • : • • • . . I 

OKLAHOMA-94% of conservation plans on c state1s most highly•,! 
erodible ctop1and are being carried out on ·chedule, according to a statu~ 
review by SCS. Almost half have b.e n fully implement_ed, •• i ' 1 The Oklahotnll· 
SCS has been selected to run orte of e • different. ,; 
projects. ese v e wm rea.k restoration in 22 .~estern c.01:1nties. -. -
Participants will work for a year1 eathing a stipe.t1d of at least $7j500 and <·· 

• then receiving ah educational voucher wot-th 4,725: Ameritatis 17 years ot 
• age ot ol • • ' • • ' • ' . l 

• 183. . • Milt~ Mahoney, ~xettitlve \rice pte idetU _t>(Wheelet Btolhets • :; 1 

.,_: Grain Co. in Watortga, has beerl el~Hed pt¢sl~eft(~, the Oklahoma Grain •:·i: 
-:J1nd Feed Assotiation, 1 ; • keliiletli ~ o~t\ 11 ·sorgh~ .f:>'~ducet ~o~ Keyes,:is1 

. the new head of the Oklahoma Ci:ftiti rgliurtt Rtoducets Associatibn. ,, -1 \ ' 
1 1 
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• SAS.:... Karts~-pian~d i ,~o cte~ ) i(~Jbteaks last s~rirlg. ' ; ; >: 

Kansas State Uhivel:sity stippHetl Ltee and hdW offefs contaitt~tized plants '· l . ,,,;".i: 
• for Octob r delivery. Ordet' froirt rester Bl11 Ll;ut k1!'at 913-537-7050 or ,; ;l·: -}~i 

from your county agen t. L_The tipdat~d-199-4-Kdri.fos Swi~ Nutritimi ·Gi.titfe_: • ,::,~; 
. is available from Exte~lsioh agents or Pt6duttldn Sb;vice, 11 Umberger Ha.JI .- ::f 
. ~ u 60506; phone 9l~M2-58lo. , 1 • Extensld~ offi~es ii:i Llncoln ~nd -, ·; • ·, · • 
_ Mitchell counties merged ihfo a single i 'ct irljllly1 ·the first hlefgel' ·tthdet' 
.. the-1991 Kartsas Extension District Law,, •1 :1-, ,.;'., :,'!') ,d i :·r, .. , ,.,. ·: ',r/ . ,11 , :r i· 

AIUzoN1r: ·The Suplma ~-c~~ti nor ~:~~~-h~\~~~~d: ;~-~~~:) ,:'.;~ 
licensing agreement with at 'le tnill irt South Korea, Pang-Rim Co., Ltd, ,·_,1 • 
The mill can use· the Supima'mi.rn ahd logo to f>t'otnote products made ot• • _ 
100% Americah .Pitrla cotton, ,. tn the ligbttir so~ aidund C~olidge, , ,·, j° .'1, :; i· 
grower Noah HiscoJt has seeh·cott }1elds ihtt'ease by as .rriU_tH as 50 hi {i ,\! 
pounds per atte after tr_eattnent 'th mktbntitriertts, the treatments ate -'1 .-, .?. 

based on tissue tests! .• ,-Whiteflies are the blggest illte-seasori thteat to' ":_ ... 
cotton yields in Arizona; says state cbttcrn • spetialist J effrcy Silv~l'tdbth. • : , ·,,; (, 
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(L AmeriCorps to help restore 
U some of Columbia Slough 

■Workers in the new program 
will receive a small monthly 
wage and college tuition credits 
for their part in the project 

By JOE FITZGIBBON (1 )__ 9 ; ~y 
Correspondent, The Oregonian 

At least two dozen of President 
Clinton's newly created AmeriCOtllS 
workers will be helping restore por­
tions of the Columbia Slough before 
the end of summer. 

On Monday, President Clinton an­
nounced the creation of Ameri­
Corps, a cadre of 20,000 young men 
and women to work on soil conser­
vation projects in return for college 
tuition waivers and monthly living 
expenses. 

';\ In a program patterned after 
1>eace Corps and Vista, college-aged 
young people will work for a year 
restoring wildlife habitats, farm­
lands and urban greenspaces. In ad­
dition to a stipend of about $700 a 
month, AmeriCorps volunteers will 
~ a $4,725 tuition credit to be ap­
plied to a college of their choice. 

The Corporation for National and 
Community Service (CNCS), under 
the guidance of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, selected a Portland 

"'\ 

project to restore portions of the Co­
lumbia Slough and Whitaker Pond 
as a model for the national service 
program. 

"This sends out an important mes­
sage to the entire region, but espe­
cially the African-American commu­
nity that we are going to do 
something about environmental 
damage," said Metro Councilor Ed 
Washington, who co-sponsoted the 
project proposal with Portlaµd State 
Professor Barry Messer. Washing­
ton grew up in North Portland near 
the 'Columbia Slough and said that 
he has made its restoration a per­
sonal goal. 

"People of color have been fishing 
and using the slough for' recreation 
and it's long past time we make it 
the jewel it's always had the poten­
tial to be." 

According to Messer, the program 
will hire 20 youths full-time to work 
on restoration projects along the 
slough over the next two years. An­
other doten part-time college stu­
dents will act as mentors for high 
school students from Roosevelt, 
Grant, Jefferson and Marshall high 
schools studying natural resource 
management along the 18-mile wa­
terway. 

Messer said that he and Washing-

■ WHAT:The newly created ArneriCorps 
to help solve environmental problems. 

■ WHO'S IN IT: High school and college 
students. 

■ WHAT DO TH EY DO: In Portland, the 
job will be work along the Columbia 
Slough and Whitaker Pond 

■ WHAT DO THET GET: A $700 monthly 
stipend and up to $4,725 in tuition cred­
its. 

■ WHERETO CALL:Contact Ed Wash­
ington at ~etro, 797-1546 or call 1-8d0-
94ACORPS. 

ton spent more than a year drafting 
the slough proposal and expected 
work to get under way around 
Labor Day. 

"The actual amount of money we 
will have to spend has not been de­
termined yet, but it might be close to 
$1 million," said Messer. 

For its initial year, CNCS will 
fund 42 different AmeriCorps proj­
ects operating in 32 states. Portland 
and five other urban sites were se­
lected for funding, including Atlan­
ta, Chicago, East St. Louis, Boston 
and Washington, D.C. 
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AmeriiCorps :Program may bring 
sf3WeJ!improvements to Bolivar 
av. r-,~rg~,y Smith • Stanton subdivision (northwest of but the job of determining which 
ac·staff'Wt.iter: • . • . • Cl,veland) ·Hills -and East Boyte area will be dcsignllted to receive 

. . •. ;:·, , • : . sub~ivi,ici~s in Boyle, Sl1elby the system will be left up to super-
Bolivu County • rt1,~y soon he· Farms lsaae Daniels .subdi'-'.lsion . visors. 

s~cing -n~dcd developments. and ' of Mo'unf Baycw and Hogan sub• . Ares evaluation surveys have 
impr,o~crnents in ·r~ral sewci: sy,. division of'Mound Bayou." already bees, cor,due1cd in· the 
tems; thilnks· to ·thc, ~ffort.s of.those Richard . explained I.hat he and a~oremenLio~ed • areas, said 
boh;n~ . , the ·· new federal Andrea Cla·rk of Cleveland, the R1ehard, adding that he. expects to 

·Am•~ICorps program. . other teatn member of the· count.y meet witJ1 supervisors "in the nexl 
IA>ru.r,ski •. Ricba~d. Bolivar, ArrieriCorps program, wili be eouplc_ of weeks" to see if: they 

.. ·-~unty°~if~ •. -~~mb"er -: : ot_,!he· working y1.ith . 1:h~_B,o}iVl\r County have settled on a target. ar~ In the 

• • AfflerJCorps pr/Jgr.am, explained. Board of Supervisors lO ascertain . county for lhe sewer system. . 
that !~c program wilJ be used .to money (¢r a rural sewer :iy:'.r."", . aarencc Finlcy .'of -Greenville; . 
~elpJ ~inp(?int ·tµnd~ ~r and :essrst ~oordinator wi1J1 the Northwest 

:in '. tpe c!ev.elopment . of a • rural , Mississippi • .... • Resource 
scwer'.,sr,stcm'in the. c~~nty. _ Conservation 'end .Developmc~ll ~ 

.Tl1d.~rogram, wh1eh ,s President A'rea (RCD) in Stoneville, e.on• ·i: 

·OJnion•s ·.naU0n·i1 
1 service initi11- firmed that the AmcriCofl)S pro• 

• tivc 1 'intended .to address the ,gram will foeus on rural sewer sys• 
naUon's education; human-service, · tems. 
pubjjc. ,~fety .and·, environmental "'We are a nonprofit organizatjol"! 
_necdt ~t,~he'l~l -ltv~l. ;al_so· calls. based in the Mississippi Delta," 
for ·U:i.e ·1mprove"tnent ~f hv,~g. con~· explained Finley, who supervises 

'.'dftf~~:-~htriugh ur.ban forestry, .Richard and Clark. "We are partier 
according_ to lhfOrlT!atfon given by ipaling in' theAmeriC.Orps ~rcig'ram 
Rich~rd_. : • . • • with the U.S. Forest Service, ' 

:H,owcvcr, Richard noted, •the. which . is funding the program 
prog~~m :will ',/~itially focus ohly . lhrough RCO ... 
on ·cbtaffJ1n,& technical wlstance 

• wilh1mral· ,~w.ag~ )y~tcms i,n the. 
•. • c:outity.·: ' :' •. . : . 

. ~Right:now,, we'll just be work• 
J • ina.:; ;~I') '.. t~e:. sewct syst.~ms," 

Richilrd ll'id: .. ·«we~re looking at 

. " ..• . : ~ .' : ' . 

I 

• ·,:,:: :~._r:'.L :··· :·· :-. 
,. ' : ~ ... . . 

I . 
i . ' . 
' : . I : •. 
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:Business 
SDA to run AmeriCorps national service program 
Secretary or Agrlculhlre Mike 

: Espy announced recently that !he U.S. 
Depanment or Agriculture 111111 run 
42different AmeriCorps projects thllt 
are designed lo t1ght hunger 11nd im­
prove nutrltlon, preserve natioMI 
forests and improve community en­
vironmental qu:illry, promote rural 

. development and increase rurn.l wa­
: ter delivery, a11d boo-st ongoing nood­
• relief e!Torts In the Midwest. 

The USDA program, f\Jnd~d in 
part by a grruit from the Corporation 
forNarlon11I and Community Service 
(CNCS). will be the la.rsest si11gle 
feder:11 11ge11cy component of the 

! President's national service initiative. 
"President Clinton has made it 

clear to members of his Cabinet that 
nation:d service ls one of his lop 
priorities, and Tam especially pleased 
that USDA will be pl~ylng a key role 
In !he AmeriCorps pro'1fam," said 
Espy. ''TI1e USDA projects will ful­
fill the President's vision lh~t na­
tional ser,,ice bring together drizens 
or varl ed b3ckgrounds to perform 
ser,.,ices vital lo their communities." 

Espy announced that beiinnlng 
this September, USDA will place 
1,200 AmeriCorps natlon1I service 
participMts throughout urban and 
rural America. The participants in 
these projects wlll be placed in 3 2 
states, repre&enllng every region of 
the country. The Anti-Hunger and 
Rural Development cAmpaigns wilt 
also begin In Mississippi Delta in 
September. 

AmeriCorps is President 
Clinton's national service initiallve 
that 11ll ows diverse gToups of Ameri­
cans to earn college or vocational 
school schol~shlps while perform. 
ing crilical service to meet human, 
envlronme11tal. public safety, and 
educ;,.tional needs. PartlcipMts in the 
program will work for a yeRt ea.ming 
a stipend ora1 \ea.st S7,500 and then 
receive an educational voucher worth 
$4,725. 

Americans 17 years of age or 
older may apply for the USDA pro­
grams by calling 1-800-880-4183. 

"Grounded in lhc m;,.instreltl\ 
v;\lues of community, respohsibility, 
and opportunity, nitlional service 
milkes sense because it meets mul­
tiple ends,• Espy said. "It I~ good for 
the r,art ici~MIS who benefit from 

their incrtased ability lo altend col­
lege or voclttional school, good for 
the communities which benefit from 
their service and good for the country 
which benefits from a renewed civic 
spirit. Moreover, !he progr;\m Is good 
for USDA because it gives us new 
ways to boost our mission .tre~s of 
fighting hunger, protecting the envi­
ronment and rebuilding rum! 
America.• 

CNCS is :ui independent fed­
er~I corpor~lion Cf"c:l!led by the Na­
tional and Commun11y Service Trust 
Act of 1993. Its purpose is to admin­
ister n.:itlonal serv Ice programs and 
provide funding on a competitive 
basis fur nalionill servlce progrnms 
that address the nation's education, 
hum:ui, public safety nnd environ• 
mental needs. 

Under prov!slons thot 11re 

unique to that Act, federal agcncie~ 
arc empowered to compete ag:tinst . 
each other in a competitive grant 
process lo ob111i11 funds rrom CNCS. 
The White House Mnounced recently 
that, as a result ofthe first yearoflhls 
process, CNCS hn.d awnrded USDA 
1,200 A.merlCorps slots and S2.6 
million ln oper11ting funds. Funds for 
the Deparlment's program wilt also 
be provided from e~isting USDA 
programs and ftom non-profit orga­
nizations th:1t serve as pA.Mners at 
individual siles. 

The USDA AmeriCorps 
projects reflect it new emphasis on 
cooperation nmong USDA agencies. 
USDA's Agricultur31 Research Ser• 
vice, Agrkulluml SlAblllz11tion Rnd 
Conservallon Service, F=ers Haine 
Administration, Food ru,d Nutrition 
Service, Forest Service, Rural De­
velopment Administr.1lioh, Rural 
Electrincation Administration, 3fld 
Soil Conservation Service will play 
significant roles In managing this 
program. 

The Anti-Hunger projects will 
be at Ave sires - two rural and three 
urbM - with high levels of hunger 
and poverty. The projects will work 
lo reduce the number of citizens suf­
ferln~ from hunger and Improve 1he 
nutritional content of family diets. 
This pro grain h;,.s been designed. and 
is to run, as a unique pannership 
between USDA, youth service COfllS 

and local 1U1ti-hun 11er grouc,s. 

The environmental projects 
will occur ;,.t 32 rur11l and nrbM sites 
in 21 slates. TI1e goals of !he projects 
are to help solve locnl envlronme111::1l 
problems, prolecl locl\l watersheds, 
rep:tir and upgrade community fa­
cilities. promote suslaln:tble agricul­
ture. conduct environment:1I semi­
nars, Md preserve and restore na­
l!onal forests. 

The rural de \·efop111e111 projects 
will eng:1ge generally older p:u1lcl­
pants. who Rre college gr:idu;iles .vid 

profosslonal school gracl11;11es. in war 
In 1 O pilot regions throughOl 
Amer1cit. Par1icip;mts Are lo Im 
communities prolect w;itersheci 
improve housing, promote eco11om1 
development. boost sustainable agr 
culture. 11nd Aid the Clinto 
Adrnlnlstr:trfon's Empowerrncnl Zar 
and EnlerprlseC01nm11nily lnltiativ 
Spec1:1I disaster-relief projects wi 
11lso be run in the el~hr Midwc 
srates most imp;icted byl:iSt s1.11nmer 
record flooding . 

DOE Salmon Corps chosen 
for AmeriCorps grant 

President Cllnlon Mnounced 
thar the Depar1ment ofEnergy (OOE) 
Salmon Corps project will receive :in 

AmeriCorps NM Ion al . Direct Grant 
fi'om the Corporation for NRtion;il 
Service. DOE's Office of Science 
Education and Technical Infonna­
tion along with the department's omc 
of Environmental Manageinent, lhe 
Earth Conservation Corps(ECC)Md 
the Columbia River triter-Tribal Fish 
Commission ~eveloped the S11lmon 
Corps' proposal. 

The Eanh Conserva1ion Corps 
\l.'Orks with community lenders bulld­
lng the nalural p!\I1nership between 
youth and the environment. The Co­
lumbii\ River lnler-Trlbal Fish Com­
mis,!on represents the Nez Perce, 
Yaka.ma. Warm SpringsandUm:llilla 
Ind inn Nations governing the fi shing 
pr.ictices of the Columbi~ River Are.t. 
The commission also works with the 
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes who will 
participate in the Salmon Corps 
project. 

"We arc proud to be pan of 
President Clinlon's AmericCorps 
terim. The Salmon Corps will restore 
not only snlmon habitats, but will 
contribute to the persol\al Md profes­
sional development of AmeriCoprs 
members," said Secretnry Hue! R. 
O'Le11ry about the awMd 1111nounce­
mcnt. 

"The Salmon Corps project i! a 
step in building a true working rel11-
tlot1shlp between the federal govern­
ment, NAlive American governmen ts 

11nd other public a11d priv~le p:irtne 
in tl1e Columbi,, Rivcrrc~ lon. We a 
ple~sed lhar 1hc dep;u11nc111 nnci i 
p.1rtners, Earth Conservalion Cor_ 
a.nd lhe C"oh1mbil'l Ri\'er Jnler-Tri'c 
Fish Co1nmission, ;1re work ing I 

ie1her for Ifie be11crinent of lhe r 
gion and Its residents. '' Secret R 
O'le:1ry :iclded. 

Par1icipi1l1IS will work "h:inc 
on" to re,lore historic salmon bree 
ing grounds of the Columbia Ri , 
B~s1n in lhe st;iles of Washin1?lc 
Ore go') and ld;iho. n,e 72 meinb 
cf lhe S.1!1non Corps wi ll restore i 
~!ream slmclures l'lnd ri()Rrian ve 
elation, erect pole fences to restri 
livestock access :u1d remove debr 

In addition tr. their field wm 
team members .... ~11 receive train ir 
1111end semi11:irs Ill DOE sites. ~ 

receive mentorin[t l'l'om scient is ls n 
technici;ins ,1.t locnl DOE facili r: 
Md environment~! ;igencies. T 
deparrment's Rkhland Operatic 
Office, Bonneville Po .... ·er Admi n 
trnl !on 11nd the Pacillc 'orlhw 
L~boratory will p.1r1fcip?.te in 
S;ilmon Corps Projecl. 

S;ilmon Corps members r 
be selected from Nalive Aineric 
tribes In the region nnd the nnt io 
AmeriCorps pool. 1l1e project . Y 

be funded for 011e yefl! nnd mny 
re newed for 11n Rdd i1ion:il lwo ye, 
St~ n up date is Se pte mber 1994 
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+ Feds study Michigan food banks' success 
Summit held to help 
forge alliance between 
government and firms. 

By Anjali J. Sek:har 
The Detroit News 

Michigan is one of the most 
effective states in helping the hun­
gry with food that otherwise would 
be thrown away, experts say. 

And U.S. Agriculture Secretary• 
Dan Glickman came to Detroit on 
Monday to see how it's done. 

Glickman visited the Gleaners 
• Community Food Bank of Greater 

Detroit to lead a discussion on how 
to save food, as well as pack crates 
ofbeans for needy families. 

The discussion, part of Food 
Recovery Leadership Summit 
1996, was the first of seven to be 
held around the country to build 
alliances between government 
and businesses to feed the hun­
gry. 

"Between 10 t.o 12 percent of all 
food prepared every day is not eat­
en," Glickman said. "It ends up in 
the Dumpster rather than in some­
body's stomach.,. 

gathered and distributed 3 million 
pounds of surplus food. 

Gleaners President Gene Gonya 
said state support for programs that 
save leftover food will be increased 
to $720,000 in the next budget. "We 
want t.o encourage the feds to give 
matching grants t.o the stat.es who 

, are doing these kinds of projects," 
Gonya said. 

Alan Lessig I The Detroit News 

Rodney Tucker, 17, helps U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture Dan 
Glickman load bags for needy. 

Gleaners Food Bank is a part of 
the MichiganAgricultural Surplus. 
System (MASS), a partnership 
between .Michigan's food producers 
and food banks. Last year, MASS 

Gordon E. Guyer, director of the 
state Department of Agriculture, 
said he needs more money for stor­
ing and transporting food, and some 
of that money could come from coop­
eration between government and 
business. "If the partnership is 
between private, public and feder­
al, it's win-win for everyone," Guy­
er said. 

Glickman said he hopes to get 
money for storage and transporta-
tion from the 1996 Farm Bill Com­
munity Food Security Act, which 
offers grants to hunger projects. 

One concern that could lead 
restaurants to hold back on donat­
ing food is the question oflegal lia­
bility, said Williams Ridella, direc­
tor of food sanitation for the state 
h~lth department 

I 
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AmeriCorps director says the program 
does what government should be doing 
By NICOLE DURAN 
Chronicle staff writer 

One of the heads of President 
Clinton's controversial 
AmeriCorps project came t:O West 
Michigan i Friday to check up on 
volunteers who are working with 
area farmers to help keep their 
groundwater cJean. 

Joel Berg, director of the 
USDA's AmeriCorps Program, 
said the criticism the program bas 
drawn is politically motivated and 
has nothing to do with the quality 
or value of the volunteers' efforts. 

Berg said that Jf more Ameri­
cans were just familiar with 
AmeriCorps, they would have a 
positive reaction. "(They would 
say) 'this is great, this is finally 
what a government program 
should be doing. It gets things 
done, it strengthens communities 
and expands educational opportu­
nities and says you don't get a 
dime unless you serve' - the con­
servative idea of personal respon­
sibility. " Berg said. 

AmeriCorps is working 10 con-

MUSKJ:QON 

junction with the Department of 
Agriculture's Natural Resource 
Conservation Service and the Mus­
kegon County Soil Conservation 
District to run Farm-A-Syst 
evaluations. 

Farm-A-Syst workers check 
abandoned well closures, test wa­
ter for nitrates and herbicides, ex­
amine fertilizer and pesticide stor­
age. They also look at livestock 
runoff and evaluate locations of 
we1ls and fuel tanks. 

Statewide, the USDA has 16 
AmeriCorps volunteers. National­
ly, AmeriCorps has about 25,000 
volunteers; 1,300 work under the 
USDA 's guidance. 

A Michigan State University ag­
riculture student from Montcalm 
County has been working in 
Newaygo County to help West 
Michigan farmers_ 

Brett Bartlett, the MSU student 
stationed there, said the people he 
helps usually take bis advice and 

THE MUSKEGON CHRONICLE 
Muskegon, Michigan 
March 16, 1996 

the necessary steps, which are of­
ten simple, toward keeping their 
groundwater clean. 

"A Jot of the time the say, 'Why 
didn't I think of that?,' " Bartlett 
said. 

Preventative measures can be 
easy, Bartlett said. He also em­
phasized that all Amer1Corps as­
sessments of farmland within the 
area are confidential. 

Bartlett receives a $12,000 sti­
pend for his service, along with a 
$4,725 educational grant that, 
without which, he says he probably 
could not afford to attend college. 

Berg said in response to criti­
cism of the program, "If Ronald 
Regan proposed a program and 
said that two-thirds of the money 
goes to state commissions appoint ­
ed by governors, (Uiat) the projects 
are picked by local communities, 
not Washington bureaucrats, and 
it's not just for low income people 
... ob, and you don't get a cent un­
less you work .. . everyone would 
say what a grand conservative 
idea." 



Clinton Presidential Records 
Digital Records Marker 

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff. 

This marker identifies the place of a tabbed divider. Given our 
digitization capabilities, we are sometimes unable to adequately 

scan such dividers. The title from the original document is 
indicated below. 

MO 

Divider Title : 



A test you can't fail 
Confidential assessments of risks to 
your farm s water quality 

BY STEVE FAIRCHILD 

A volun tary program 
called Farm-A-Syst is 
bringing rural wa ter 
sources and manage­

ment of possible polluta~ts 
into the spotlight. TI,e program 
critiqu es how farmstead prac­
tices might affect ground water 
and is remi11ding farmers that 
thev have some control in the 
pur-ity of their water. 

Farm-A-Sys t, an extended 
acronym for Farmstead Assess­
men t Sys tern. doesn ' t scrut i­
nize field crop practices. Iu­
stea d, the prog ram concen-

trates on potential prohlems on 
the farmstead - pc:.troleum 
and pesticide storage, manure 
m.:1n3gement. ::rnd others. 

A --Farm-A-Syst c\'aluation 
is no 01ore than a serie~ of 10 
worlsheet:;. The ,vorkshcets 
use a ranking SV5tern for nsks. 
l b e pesticide· sror:1ge and han­
dling ,.,orksheet , for example, 
caralogs what i:,; good and bad 
on the farmstead : how much 
pesticide is storeli on the farm ? 
ls dowm,1ope from the well? 
Are p1: '., ticidc:;; stored on imper­
mea ble surfaces? Is there an 
anti-backflow device for the 
waterline used to mix pcsti-

David Myers, AmeriCorps volunteer in Boone County. 

10 Missouri, Auralist February 1996 

cides? 'I'h e haz;,rdou s wa5te 
w0rkshett looks 3t d ispos,11 of 
cleaners. solven ts and othe.r 
possible contaminants. 

farm -A-Svs t is a .national 
effort. but u~h state has a dif­
ferent approach . :\·[i s5ouri 's is 
unique btcaus...: it is one. of the 
few thac uses Amc:riCorps vol ­
unteers to ddivtr the program . 
A meriCorps is a program 
c:hampioned by Pres idc·nt 
Clinton thac aims to rese mble 
a Peace Corps, here at home. 
Volunteers inAnitriCorps re­
ce.ive a living allowance. aod 
a stipend t0 he applied to ­
wa rd education . 

David \ ,fyers. the 
AmeriCorps Volunteer sta ­
iioocd in Boo ne Countv. says 
much of what he finds durin!! 
his farrn a::.~c.ssments is easily. 
correct."d. 

"A.fte1 vu u·v;: 1:--~en on the 
farm a long tirne . workin1c ev­
ery dav, )'0°U get lrnsy anS jmt 
don ·c think uf ;,,ime of these 
thin2:s. This \\a ,. wc cnn leave 
it i1~- wririn2 ai1d th <.; fariuers 
can look ac the pad.age when­
t: , ·cr the y ,v;un ro. " 

Befo~c going on a farm ,·1sit. 
!Vfyers doc~ some backgro und 
worL c:hccking the farm ·s soil 
type~ at Lh L, J\".i't: o n:il Resuurc~-.. 
C\,115er ,lt1un SLrv1ce. DurinY 
the farm visit, he likc.s to spend 
20 minure5 wal!:in~. t h e farm­
stead,~ ith the O\\'Her. !vi yen; and 
t hL· farmer fi ll out the 
worksheets W1<t:thcr. Mvers ada­
m.rnrly point;· 0ui. thai nu one 
but he and the fam1cr ~ee !he 
fin ishcJ :;,ssessm ent. 

As farmers show thev are 
con cerned ,1b(,Ul the en,/iron­
ment, wc"II prohably sec: more 
progran1:; like F;um-A-Syst. 
Bec,n1se it's, otuntary ancJ c:.on­
iilkntial, it could bt! a good 
wav to rnak::.- sure a farm is able 
to ~on tinue ro mc.:t regulatory 
rc., 4uirements. 

Farmcr~ inrerested in oar­
ticipatin g in farm-A -Syst 
should co m:ict their loc3J ex­
ten sion .\gent or th e State Wa­
ter (Jualit v Extension office a t 
573-882-(.)085 . ❖ 

T17TOI P 1"7,-c 



in remembrance 
A spe~ial tree planting cere­

mony will be conducted by th 
USDA AmeriCorps at the Su! 
Bennett ,College Belle Hall on . I -17 . o l. 
10 a,\Jl• .Tuesday ~ril 23 t . '-1 -i Y' 
rememb , ' a m 
Okla.i" ' .r~9:c~ of ast year's 

h.,. .... JJ':l \pity · bombing, in 
w 1

~ 00 P.!,flOtui died and hun­
dred~we~~~cjed. 
The ,public Ia . invited t.o attend 

and t.o remember those innocent 
persons who lost their liv.es in 
ot ne d~f the nation's wors t 
rnge 1es. 

TRAGEDY REMEMBERED - Tuesday's gray, rain-threatening aides ~:-'native Laurel Countlan who was the last victim pulled from the rum­
wlthheld their morning downpour as students, faculty, community • ble of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Bulldlng last May. AmerlCorps 
leaders, and citizens gathered at Belle Bennett Hall on Sue Bennett • members planted two white flowerlng dogwood trees outside the 
College campus for a memorial service commemorating the faml- Belle Bennett Building, dedicating one of the trees In Justes' mem­
lies and victims of the Oklahoma City bombing. In attendance were ory. Pictured at far left are Vicki Feltner and daughter, 4-year-old 
State Senator Albert Robinson, State Representative Tom Jensen, Kristen, with Feltner's mother, Viola Ruth Root, sister_ of Justes. 
Sue Bennett College President Paul Burnell , and members of Robinson, Jensen. and other guest speakers are on the far right. 
Amer iCorps , along with three family memhers of Alvin Justes, Photo By Nita Gilley 
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• Ford gets state to include rnonev in _b.u(iget 

$42,500 for pu1·cl1ase of 
school property approved 

Rulh Manin. Housing Program 
Din:c:to£ for the Daniel Boone Devel­
opment Council, announced Mon­
day that funds lO purch~ the Liv­
ingsron scbool property havebccn 
placed in th¢ state of Kentucky's 
budget for next fiscul year. 

Mrs. Martin, who has been work­
ing oo a revitalization project fO{ the 
city of LivingStOn which includes 
complete l'CflOYation of che school 
propeny, c~ State Representa• 
tive Danny Ford with saving the proj­
ect. 

"Our option to buy the property 
h.:I nm out and the school board was 
co,,.sidering other alternatives,~ she 
said. 

"Now that we can purchase the 
pzq,cny we can go ahead and work 

~·s budget committee, said Tues­
day that he was going to work closely 
with the council to complece Lhc 

project. "When completed Lhc entire 
county will benefit from this pro} 
ect," he said. 

'° complere the funding poc:!Qge Vandals have been active at the former Livingston Elementar-y School 
which will be around $3 million," as can be.seea in these photos. Many windowsare broken out(top photo) 
Mrs. Martin said. allowing entry byper5QIIS and the elements wtile most have allready been 

Ford, who is a member of &he boarded up (bottom photo). 

p _ 14 
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AmeriCorp workers building 
new home for WWII veteran 

By Eddie Arnold 
Keavy resident Bert_ress Felt­

ner served his country during 
· World War-II - now, the govern­

ment is getting a chance to help 
him. 

Feltner will soon have a new 
home thanks to the efforts of 
local AmeriCorps workers and 
other local community service 
agencies. 

Local AmeriCorps worker Tina 
King, who is assigned to the Lon­
don Rural Economic Community 
Development office (formerly the ­
Farmers Home Administration), 
has been working to make the 
Feltner project a reality for more 
than seven months. 

When King first vis_ited the 

Feltner home to do a health and 
safety assessment, she found that 
the e1derly man, who has numer­
ous health problems, was living 
in conditions that were less than 
adequate. -

Walking through Feltner's 
frame home. King explained that 
the house was extremely cold in 
the winter. His only source of 
heat was a coal-fired stove which 
left a layer of coal dust through­
out the house. 

King said that she worked with 
members of London's Heavenly 
Helpers to get a cook stove for 
Feltner to allow him to cook 
meals at home. 

•1 bet I've made 50 trips out 
here," King said, adding that she 
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EDITOR'S OPINION 

Americorps exists for a reason 
Americorps is sometimes maligned 

as an example of wmecessary feder­
al spending, of liberal Democratic 
policy run amuck. 

We wonder if anybody in Hays sees 
it that way today. 

Americorps is President Clinton's 
national service program for young 
adults, a sort of domestic Peace 
Corps. They work in exchange for a 
small stipend and college tuition. 

One group, organized through Fort 
Hays State University, assists non­
profit youth organizations. Nearly 30 
volunteers are working in Hays and 
surrounding cities, helping in 
libraries, Head Start classrooms, 
counseling programs, and scout 
troops. 

A second, more visible contingent, 
funded through the U.S. Agriculture 
Department, has been at work in 
Hays since mid-October cleaning up 
Big Creek. 

Big Creek does not have the 
grandeur of, say, the Mississippi 
River, nor the power of the Colorado, 
but it is vital to Hays. People take 
pleasure in its trees and wildlife. 
They walk along its dike for exercise. 
They celebrate Oktoberfest on its 
banks. 

Unfortunately, the creek has been 
littered with brush and dead trees 
since it flooded in 1993. Additional 
flooding this _spring only made things 
worse. 

Big Creek's eroded banks were not 
just an eyesore, said Ken Urban, an 
Ellis County • Soil Conservation Ser-

vice official, they were a safety prob­
lem. 

Enter a group of about 11 Ameri­
corps volunteers, supervised by 
Urban. 

They've picked up the brush. 
They've cleared out dead trees. Big 
Creek is looking better already. 

And along the way, something won­
derful has happened. A group of 
young people from different back­
growxis, with G.iff erent skills, have 
learned to work together. They have 
discovered the satisfaction of hard, 
physical labor. They have experi­
enced the value of public service, and 
they will be better because of it. 

'lb those who regard Americorps as 
a waste of tax money, we ask this: 
Where have you and your volunteers 
beev since 1993, when Big Creek 
flooded? Why didn't you collect the 
brush and clear the trees? 

What have you done to assist the 
children of northwest Kansas? What 
have you done to improve its 
libraries? What skills have you 
shared in its classrooms? 

What have you done to bring young 
people together? What have you done 
to cultivate their work ethic and 
make them better citizens? 

Americorps exists because too few 
of us d~d what was needed, and it 
should continue to exist until the spir­
it of public service takes hold. 

Which, considering how long Big 
Creek was neglected, could be a long 
time. 

- editorial by Gregory Halling 
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Trish McCracken, an AmeriCorps voJunteer,Jooking at'~ ruptured,.levee off D~iggi_ns ,Road:• 
-The levee ' is. iri the ;North County ;·tevee~pi~ri<;t.~ ~;'-:.;/ ·-_' \:_l ; • . •• \; • .. :?,~ __ ........ •:::, :~::: ,:-/~/ .: . ~:'. ' ,"' 
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A: WorKlni;·etf11f a't;OJi ----
1\me,ico,ps program repa_ys i:olunteers (,y_ith knowledge 
By La.:fra Bradford - : . • • a - • 

_Correspondent • • • __ . ' ·_ • . . • ', :.~ . . ·. Each AmeriCorps member embarks on a com-

w ith the help of the Clintori adminis._., munity service ·project for a predetermined 
tration and her own hard work, the • number of hours and is given a small living 
past 10 months have earned Trish allowance. Once a volunteer completes the term 
McCr3:cken "money" toward her of service, ~e or s_he receives a~ e_ducation 

. education. • . voucher, which must be used w1thm seven 
, The St. Peters woman just completed her years. The voucher, which is not redeemable for 
term as an AmeriCorps volunteer. The domestic cash, may be applied toward obtaining a college 
Peace Corps program - introduced· by Presi- education or a master's degree or paying off 
dent Bill Clinton - rewards its members for student loans. 
their service with an education. McCracken's 1,700 hours of service earned her 

AmeriCorps volunteers can be found working • a $4,700 :voucher, which she plans to use to pay 
with various federal agencies, public school dis- off her student loans. She has a bachelor's 
tricts and organizations such as the Multiple degree in biology from Lindenwood College; she 
Sclerosis Society. McCracken served her time also has a teaching certificate in secondary edu­
with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, work- cation. 
'llg out of an office in St. Charles County. See EDUCATION, Page 2A 
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"This allows me to utilize my degree to its best potential. Plus, it allows me 
to give back some of what we ' ve gotten. If Uncle Sam helped us out (in student 
loans), I have no problem giving back to him. " 

Audrey Biggs, AmeriCorps/USDA 

"The best part is we're doing something that people are going to be able to 
notice years from now." 

"One criticism of AmeriCorps has been that if you pay a volunteer, you won't be 
able to get normal volunteers. In my case, that is not true. .I enjoyed my 
AmeriCorps projects so much that I have chosen to come back as an unpaid 
volunteer. 
Trish McCracken, AmeriCorps/USDA member 

"Not only has AmeriCorps opened the door to higher education for Sonoma County 
residents, it has given life to meaningful new programs in our communities that 
have been neglected for too long. " 

A giant step has been taken to~ard a 911 emergency service system in 
Saluda County, now that !".l:l · tne- county's roads have been identifie 
Recently, a Natural Resources Conservation Servic rps team of volunteers 
s~ent three weeks identifying all of y's named and unnamed roads. 
THE STATE 
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 

Enter a group of about 11 AmeriCorps volunteers. . They've picked up the 
brush . They've cleared out dead trees. Big Creek is looking better already. 

And along the way, something wonderful has happened. A group of young 
people from different backgrounds, with different skills, have learned to work 
together. They have discovered the satisfaction of hard physical labor. They 
have experienced the value of public service, and they will be better because of 
it. 

HAYS DAILY NEWS 
HAYS, KANSAS 
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Americorps' recruits 
sweep into the city 
By Ray Quintanilla 
TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER 

, U.S. Department of Agriculture 
~~cretary Mike Espy swept up 
piles of broken glass at the Mad­
d.en Park housing development 
Tuesday to underscore the Clinton 
administration 's resolve to im­
P,'rove conditions · for America's 
poor. 
. ,','The administration is going to 

clean up America," Espy said, 
p!15hing a broom over an asphalt 
basketball court in the South Side 
development at Ellis A venue and 
Pershing Road. 

.. The agriculture secretary ar­
rived to give a pep talk and pro­
mote Clinton's Arnericorps, a do­
mestic national service program. 

Some SO program participants 
~ clean up and plant upwards 
of $60,000 in donated flowers, trees 
and vegetables at Madden Park. In 
a Jew weeks, the group will begin 
the same work at the Ida B. Wells 
development. 

The recruits, as part of the agri­
culture department's "Summer of 
Safety" program, also will help 
residents of both developments 
form neigborhood watch groups. 

''This is a program where stu­
dents can give something back to 
tl}!! communities. We cannot do 
anything without the participation 
aiid goodwill of the people we are 
trying to help," Espy added. 

His visit marks the third time, 
since April, that top administra-

lion officials, including the presi­
dent and First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, have made Chi­
cago Housing Authority develop­
ments the backdrop for social ills 
they want to address. 

The president pushed for pas­
sage of his crime bill and an as­
sault weapons ban while touring 
the Robert Taylor Homes earlier 
this month. Department of Hous­
ing and Urban Development Sec­
retary Henry Cisneros even spent 
a few nights at the Taylor project 
to see what was needed to im­
prove life in public housing. 

Since then, Cisneros has em­
braced CHA Chairman Vincent 
Lane's plan to demolish many of 
the high-rise buildings in favor of 
scattered-site and smaller develop­
ments. 

Now the agriculture department 
is getting into the action by put­
ting youth, who will earn $147 a 
week and a $1,000 educational 
bonus upon completion of the pro­
gram, into some of the toughest 
public housing developments to 
get residents to spruce up. 

Some residents said they 're 
skeptical of politicians who pro­
mote efforts designed to help 
them. ''There's been of lot of talk 
... and very little done," said 
David Smith, 47, a Madden Park 
resident. 

Smith said once the students 
disperse in August, much of the 
garbage, broken glass and other 

Tr1bune photo by Eduardo Contreras 

Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy (left) helps Terrell Davis, 18, of the Chicago High School of Agricultural 
Sciences during Am:ricorps' cleanup Tuesday at the Ida B. Wells development on South Ellis Avenue. 

refuse, will slowly return. 
About half of the recruits come 

from the Wells development. The 
rest come from across the city. 

"I don't see how they expect 
people to volunteer to do any­
thing. I clean up in front of my 
house, that's it," said Glenda 
Watkins, who lives in Madden 
Park with her husband and five 
children. "I think the work they'll 
do is good," she added. 

For the workers themselves, 

even small tasks such as sweeping 
can improve residents ' lives, they 
said. 

"I've never seen so much glass 
in my life. It's terrible, and to 
think kids were playing around 
all this stuff isn't very good," said 
Sheena Hodges, 16, who lives in 
the 9800 block of South Union Av­
enue. 

Madden Park has 487 dwelling 
units and is one of the CHA's 
smallest developments. It also has 

one of the housing agency's lowest 
vacancy rates at 3.1 percent. 

Nearly one in four of the 2,788 
units at the Well~ development is 
vacant. That doesn't worry the 
program's organizers. "Only one 
person has quit because of 
questions about safety," said Bar­
bara Valerious, principal of the 
Chicago High School for Agricul­
tural Sciences, who is overseeing 
the youths' efforts. . 

"That's not bad," she added. 
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AmeriCorps: Boon or tioonclogg e? 
$658,000 allotted 
for garden project 
in East St. Louis 
By George Pawlaczyk 
Be//eviHe Mtws-Democrat 

EAST ST. LOUIS - Does this 
sound like getting things done for 
America? 

• Community gardens are planted 
but become avcrgrawn with weeds. 

• Worla:n are paid during the 
winter to lit arouhd and do nothing. 

• The same workers are sent 
home at noon during the summer 
because it's too hot. 

These and other factors hsve 
turned an ambitious $658,000 fed­
eral jobs program in East St. Louis 
into what the director admits hss 
been a disappointment . 

This is AmeriCorps- a program 
begun last year by President Clinton 
that was supposed to provide job 

• training and education benefits for 
workers and raise community spirit 
in poor neighborhoods. 

But after IO months, the local 
program still lacks basic equipment, 
and Director Don Wallace plans to 

. lay off 15 workers early because the 
program is nearly out of money. 

"I'll take the blame for letting 
them sit around all of January," 
Wallace said. "I should have given 
them the month off. Maybe then we 
would have had enough money to 
pay them." 

With the motto "I will get things 
done for America," AmcriCorps · 

, workers set out to work for a year in 
their communities while earning 
minimum wage and money for edu­
cation. 

But the program has since come 
under fire nationally from congres­
sional critics who call it an ineffi­
cient, overpriced bureaucracy. 

"We're told we're getting a good 
government program," said U.S. 
Sen. Charles Grassley, R-lowa. 
''Instead it appears to be a Great 
Society-style boondoggle." 

The program - a domestic ver­
sion of the Peace Corps - current­
ly is budgeted at $376 million for 
20,000 workers. Clinton wants it 

See AMERICORPS/7A 

.• 
PARK DUTY: An AmeriCorps worker uses a chain saw to cut down a tree in Kenneth. Hall Par~ in East St. Louis 

News OemocraVErik Mahl 

An,eriCorps in the metro-east 

COST, 
$658,000 

P-ARTIClt?ANTS: 
29 full-time 

ActoMPUSHMENTS: 
15 gardens begun 

8 lots cleared 
Flood control work 

COST: 
$375,000 

PARTICIPANTS: 
4 full-time, 12 part-time 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

Computer center renovation 
Tutoring of students 
Rotary Park cleanup 

News-Democrat/J.S. Nussbaumer 

Belleville workers serve 
as tutors, day labo~ers 
By Teri Maddox 
Belleville News-Democrat' 

BELLEVILLE Kim 
Dammehch pulled off her brown 
work gloves, wiped the sweat from 
her brow and broke out in a friendly 
- yet tired - smile. 

She had spent a hot, humid morn­
ing at Rotary Park, clearing thick 
brush, weeds and trash from an 
overgrown section. Eventually, a 

hiking and biking trail will run .1 

through the parlc along Richland 
Creek. 

"When we started, you couldn't 
even sec the fence," said 
Dammerich, 41, ofBclleville. 

The park cleanup is one of the 
projects of Belleville AmcriCorps, a 
local arm of the national service 
corps established last year by Presi­
dent Bill Clinton. 

See BEU.EVILLE/7A 
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··AmeriC0rps waste 
Today on the front page we update the Ameri­

Corps projects in the metro-east. Read it and weep. 
The stories confirm what many people suspect­

ed: AmeriCorps is a blatant waste of taxpayers' 
money, a feel~good social program that doesn't 
even accomplish that. The East St._ Louis project 
is such a disaster that even its director, Don 
Wallace, considers it a disappointment. . (Of course 
he's still getting his $45,000 salary and additional 
benefits.) 

• The problems with the East St Louis program 
were obvious from the week the program started 
without tools for the workers. "Don't judge us by 
what we are now. Come back•in a year and see," 
Rufus Williams, co-director of the program, told us 
in October. After nine months, we've seen more 
than enough. 
• The workers sat in a classroom and got paid for 
doing nothing in January. Now, when they could be 
working, the program is almost out of money and 
Wallace is ready to lay off most of them. Not that it 
matters. They've accomplished virtually nothing in 
the time in between. They never did get all the 
equipment they • needed. (Wallace now admits he 
failed to plan for equipment when he wrote the 
application for the $658,000 grant.) A few gardens, 

most of them overgrown, are thy corps' most visi­
ble legacy. 

• The Belleville project is better run, and it at least 
accomplished some 'worthwhile things, like tutor­
ing students and renovating a building . in the_ 
Franklin Neighborhood. BQt was it w9rth 
$375,000? Not in our view. This work would have 
gotten done, with or without AmeriCorps. 

The national picture is equally bleak. Overhead 
iri some programs is as high as 50 percent. The cost 
of each worker, originally estimated at $13,000 to 
$15,000, is now set at $27,000 in a report by the 
nonpartisan General Accounting Office. 

At this point the best thing Congress can do is cut 
the losses and refuse to fund it next year. Ameri­
Corps is budgeted at $376 million this year. Presi­
dent Clinton wants to throw away $575 million on 
it next year. Let's not. 

Ifby some chance AmeriCorps returns for anoth­
er year, the federal government needs to promise it 
will not fund tl\e East St. Louis progtam. Wallace 
plans to apply again1 this time to plant n:ees instead 
. of gardens. He wants to make East St. Louis a tree 
capital of America. After the waste and misman­
agement this year, it would be a travesty to award 
him one m?re dime of the taxpayers' money. 
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UNTENDED: Dying okra plants fill a garden behind ~essie Bates 

A:meri Corps -
Continued from 1A 
expanded to $575 million and 
33,000 workers next year, while 
Grassley and others in Congress 
want it killed. 

Overhead has been estimated as 
high as 50 percent, although local 
programs claim only 10 percent of 
their money goes for administration. 

, And the cost to field each worker, 
originally estimated at $13,000 to 
$15,000, has escalated to $27,000, 
according to a report by the General 
Accounting Office. 

~'Taxpayers are paying far more 
for this program than advertised," 
Grassley said. . 

AmeriCorps officials disagree. 
"This is community service," said 

Joel Berg, director of the U.S. 
Department of Agri.culture's Ameri­
Corps division. "It's not just a feel­
good plan to change the world. It's 
supposed to change the people who 
participate, and not all of them are 
poor." 

Community gardens 
A small garden in Rush City that 

was supposed to provide fresh veg­
etables , for neighborhood residents 
has peen abj111doned and is over­
grown with weeds. A "no trespass­
ing" sign was posted after it was 
learned the garden mistakenly was 
placed on public land. 

Behind the Lessie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House, another gar• 
dening effort has failed. A few cab­
bages can be seen in it, but little 
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PARK CLEANUP: Kim Dammerlch, an AmoriCo<po - -.,_ up bruah In Rota,y P"1< '1 -

'We were looking for peo­
ple who had some Interest 
In the community. people 
who we thought were 
committed to service.• 

- Director Jody Lauf 
Belleville Amer1Corps 
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RENOVATED: Olr8CIOf Jody l.au1 In new oomput• cent1r 
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Public Jafety ia otac of four cate• 
ronea m tht ArDmCorps proaram, 
a1on, .. 1th~ bumu Deeds 
and C11\.1l'Ollmt.Qt (Bc:Ucville Im the 
fint~l 

Meenbc:t1 of the ccb:aboo tum 
haw 1pm1 fflOll of lbetr rune ll'l 
achoob twotu1i; an.idntt. hc:lruia m 
hbnnc:t md wotbni II ltlllttller day 
ClmJl',.ln,cmc:caa..UWfillagai­
ldl: by awe cma t.n ~on ~ .... 

Jim W1!.1.wnt, 19, of Belle\-'1Uc, 
tut"Rd srudentl II We$l Jumor lb&h 
S..hool 

"Oul of 56 ladt, 36 unproved 
their padc:s.., aid Wtllwns, a RAC 
ltUdcnt. "Our pl ror tbe whole 
(J,rocBm) 11,'U $0 f'CJCdll. IO I.Cl Oltt 
poop we did betlcr, end that meant 
alol:10111.. .. 

Willwm 11 MnlZll dut IWMIG 

11 the Abrahlm L1DOOID day ci.rop, 
llclpiD& 11,·1th activilict and play• 
lfOU!ld IUJ)CMIIOIL for him. Amen• 
Corp9 provided M opportunity 10 do 
oommumty KJVtCc and nm ~ 
for~lqc 

W\l::an:~:¼ioh~l!. 
1 
u, l~Jor~~ 

t-iu.11ne11 at S<1utbc11t M1""'1n 
Stale "I 9-Wldn'I be able: to afford 
lo 111 avny to -.:hool w,thOut thal"' 

The: Rowy Park cleanup .,,..., 
done. by people m the human necJa 
CIU:&O')'. 

Ounmench, a mother of two, 
hopes 10 UN her educanonal 1r.mt m 
take hort1cultutt arid compu1cr 
d UM-8 Soppe md Meyer JUII 
rc:ccatly aredu.atc:d from h11b 
acbooL. Shc p{am to become Ill fDJ• 
hsb teacher. be wants iolx I land· 

"It's Peace Corps wcrl<, 
but we're doing n In our 
own communities, which 
makes a lot ol sense to 
me. n's not just anolher 
handout program .• 

- Corley Smith, Belleville 
AmerlCorps worker 

.._. 
1'b • tbc lal.J(lb I~ c:va: 

i..(· ----'­
'Mltb:dm•ibr..ilal:i.Rw.i.,, 
and r..-rood rut.mr'm. .. r. bdp­
llll ID)' C<lnmllmlty. I'm be:Jrma my' 
COIWl)'. lt'J ra.Uy mtc:I my ldf 
eslcalL lllreal!y~myco.­
~aboul:thtC'Omll!Ulllly.'" 

Aaotbc::r effort ...... rmoollllDI • 
dtl-bwdDoa-­
Scbool and tunlJn& ft IDlO a public 
computer calla. PnYlle oontnet.on 
imd DCipbarbuod Rllidana Yl)Jun-­

tec:mt GIi wcd:mds, bw .\men-, 
COl'pl krVOd u Ute daily wort 
r..« 

'"TheydiJall!Mtc:a1~" -lbd 
ti.hit Eckut. dC:CU~ d.im:1or of 
... fnn>Jm N<.abbo,hood Coman,.. 
aaiy~"11m.-rt.yd>dall tbe 
..,,_,,,.,, .. d.Utb, ...... .... ""'""''" ... __ ,,,.,, 
dwh lot afwork theft'" 

The i:eotc:, u IICI w open IA 
Auau,t With JO compncn dooalc:d 
by....,,.__._ 

A block away, m AlncnCarpl 
CIT:W "''tlil:k.c:d 'ft'ltb nc1plborhood 
famihu to COffl"Ut a vacant lot 
011,nod by St. Paul UDJ!cd Church of 
Chiilt iaito • C-Ol:l'.lnJl!niry prdcL 

The p,deo leaches childm, bow 
to pow vc:ic:t8bb., c:ncourqes Jffl• 
~1ofuoctionua1£amandpn,,­
Vldcl a symbol oflxipc tn a nc:ip­
borbood tlw oaa W'll dctc:nora.tmt. 
&k.crtJliJ. 

"Tbt:te'lri a JRl1 educational ~ 
-iecomi.ncfrlft>tbatp,dc:n,Mbc: 
~ "It my Mt have • bup amplCI, 
but It bu a Wt)' poaitivc: impKL'" 

Lauf, the Prosr■m ,upcrvtsor, 
predicted that most patiCJpinl& will 
conll.Due. tbc11 cdLK:atlont onr;a 
they're- tbroush m die PfOJlazz( 
becal1Ca£tbc"blood.rwa1an<1 
tcan" mvoh-ed lD CU1lltll the iJ'Ulll, 

"Afte:r~l'orayeartoFf 
thc:lr lfUll:I, I cJnok. these people 1n1 
far-more likcly 1o make bcttff Uk cJ 
tbCI cducati<Jri mooc:y IJwl IIUrDc:l"M 

who just 1ei. a baudout. .. Jhc m d. 
Sn-cnJ wonm Mid they wid 

rom:iimeto docommuntty acniccai! 

-"· ~1 dunk wor\.1fli for An1cnCorpll 
will mau 111 more llildy w wori,;-. 
volu.ntecn ui the: futi.lrt," Soppe 
said. .. We. ,cc lK,w much yuu CM&~ 
doa,c by ~ - We - bow 
~ttmu.c& YQll fec:1 " 
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AmeriCorp workers prepare the soil for a garden in Ru~h City. 
Reny old Ferguson 

Gardens A Matter Of Pride 
By Margaret Gillerman 
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff 

It won't be long before the lot 
next to Jesse and Donna Haire's 
home in the Rush City neighbor­
hcxxl will be ripe with yellow pep­
pers. plump red tomatoes. tasty 
green peas and summer squash. 
Marigolds and zinnias v.ill bloom. 

The gardeners who are tilling 
and planting this week are building 
a community garden. And backers 
of the project hope this community 
garden - and about a dozen like it 
around East St. Louis - also will 
grow a bumper crop of neighbor-

bardens 
From page one 

Florine Johnson. an AmeriCorp 
worker, coordinates the tilling and 
planting and was busy on Sycamore 
this week. Johnson , 46 . of Centre­
ville. recently completed a master 
gardening course offered by the Cni­
versity of Ill inoi s' Extension Senice. 

She joined AmeriCorp because she 
wanted "to gi,·e a year of community 
-se rYKe ... In \ l:i rch . ~he :ind others 

Crews Are Preparing 
Community Project 
hcxxl pride. 

Crews of workers from Ameri­
Corp and neighbors are helping 
prepare the soil, build the wooden 
sides and walkway, and plant seeds 
and cuttings at the garden at 910 
Sycamore. 

Other folks also helped get the 
community garden project -
called Harvesting Gcxxl Neighbor 
Relations - this far. MECC0/0-
peration New Spirit, a citywide 

experimenting with a raised bed gar­
den , Johnson said. 

Sheets of plastic were placed on 
top of the original neighborhood soil, 
and then coYered with clean soil, so 
any possible contamination would be 
eliminated. The original soil has been 
sent to a lab fo r tests. 

James Pace. 40, an AmeriCorp 
worker from East St. L0uis. helped 
install wooden planks around the gar­
den and till the soil. He recently com­
pleted the master gardening course 
and joined AmeriCorp "to try to 
b~utify the community" and im­
oro,·e '.he tnYirnnrr:c·n:. Ht> :-aid he 

neighborhood organization, started 
the garden program about two 
years ago and has been expanding 
it since. At least four community 
gardens are new this spring. Amer· 
iCorp joined as co-sponsor thi~ 
season. 

"Communi ty gardens serve as a 
way of bringing neighbors and 
neighborhoods together for a com­
mon purpose .. . and of harvesting 
good neighbor relations." said 
Venessa Marion, administrator of 
MECCO/Operation New Spirit. 

See GARDENS, Page 4 

for their community." 
The garden on Sycamore 1s iust 

outside the window of the Haire 's 
house in Rush City, on land donated 
by the Haires. Most years, Donna 
Haire, has planted a smaller garden 
on the lot. "I love gardens and I like 
to see stuff grow," Donna Haire said. 

She already has plans to freeze the 
tomatoes and make stew and chili fo r 
her husband and two daughters. 

MECCO/New Spirit and Ameri­
Corp are sponsoring 11 gardens in 
the Winstanley , Olivet e Park . Day-
, ,., ~ \\' prln p ..-""" i:- ~; ~1~ ., . .., ~., i" l ~~--



) 
I 
) 

r 

fHf OlCAlUll-OflltALB N£WS/EAA 12/8/M 

• • • ·-··- -· • r"'~. . • Cleaning up the Meadows 
) 
1, .. 
>· . • 

takes lots of cooperation 
1~:/.1: 
.,.Jr;'~ '-
· .•, • . . ! . 

,·<'.-: ~-'· 
~ -·:., ~ .- . 

i'L' .:; .-' •• : 
) 

1 IIRNfh-'W,~• J 
) 

. tumirc • ._rail •a wo • p,1c. 
Ilic tilt_ ia 1111 • c.l6Y endelltW, ball I 
cMil-. ~ -fo,ut ii !Nki .. t~ lllp­
pm • IN p,UflMY -.ljftc■c to dit 
-~ 1• ~ H0111m, A~horl· 
tJCNI~,. 

llfft•,. ,.,_AffifflcNJI P~AtMllN lt...,.~r.DIIKalll 
..... _, l~if1,, 11.- t.ne Mud- R_.11\"w A......_.._, th 
... ,., •-m .. c_,..., .. "'"'in .. ,...11. a..,..,_...,""-., 
-•rv.rlrlt, and,., ..trti • na. ••• ~Nl:II deeA • tk iv-,eflt 

~•Oea ud a-til'11I ..-,. 
~ ,., cllt,n '"'11 llltlf (Nini 1111& 
Eu, &..a.~ ltaidale&' A.-. 
C111ipQ, .. U.S. ,-an, K-,c,a 
c--- s.rwi. ... -'-.-P 
""'P• _. me At!Mi.t ,,__, ,.._ 
111on1,. 

TM pllljltt hi!"· pa,11 ID it . 
nc 11a;a, '°"'°" .... 11111 dc.w 911 er. ,. ...... '-•il'C ~,rn-. ._ ... l,td. 

- lo,t. n.c ,-opat)·, ~ Id! ''°"" Gita· 
IIIICNl ll-'a<ILl-.11 lleal • eic -..UIIC 
conimu•iiy•• Nlllield, is f"W-,ll 
-•d 11-, S.■1 IJ11> :,t._ ~ . Wa ...__,,his tqlt(ic,ld •ol.lle _,....1 
-■t ran"' 11oe as,"'"""" was ID a-, 
-, lbc a1jx,r111 ,,..ny, IIOCMl.ill& IO 
l•• O..la, pr:elidc111 of•he £1111 Lab 
111,.-,,. .. 1tlideNI' NIOCillioQ. 

TIit ,n,,ttl)' Ml t'9dili0111Uy botn 
NCd • • pleric i. I~ t!Uli, O,,.-f1 
ui4 .,.,._ ..... pl,stlc llocllc .. f»t-
6M.a CIOlll:IIIM:ft end G1'1tt lil&r a,.,. 
fflill ... b flf ltlt wa.1. • 

..... ..... ...ctla,.nlllit"llfM 
-~-•-i.lalllflllltbMlill 
- ptloD Md Offll.,... ill odlen. 
---.IOJI011Wt.. ....... ol 
Oi:K■• cae .. .., o~iftl. 

.. llllilllbt IO lflR Cl.-n 1i!p. tflc 
-~ lltlUI' er•'-' 50 ,ca,rae. .­
c....,. .-bolll U sai~ _.., ,_ 
- Md vd 9!1111U .-...ell.., ,-_,. 
a,a ~IO..,..,- a ..ii Ulf1IUgll l(,e --.s.n,tc:,c,o 1.W - lud 
ailll{edaload-'°""...,....,;'p., 
l'Nf'Cl'I~----...... ---·"" 
-.ed ii u ti:l\ili&cr fa. 11w .,.._ 

y-,. ~- el Almricar,t 
In Snt~ a~- 111w C-rv• 
lion Serliclt. ui1J die p,vj■cl - l~'C 
t~iat1topelOlllil.,...,IOlf1W1• 
witwxt. ltr DillllrfR ... k Wll'>w"ict 
well\ 11:1,,becaa11tllltte-l001'11d 
.,en IOk .... iejua Gne ~ 

The A\I...C. Ho1uin& A.1tw11i'ly, 
llfw.h hira mlll)' eafflll'I~· • IUi­
.. , 11 ~a,ws, ~ I !Ml_, 
1111111 "'°" lflu tbree lnad• et u. » 
!be !MIS, (n,ni the p!lflClty. 

Once GIC pr'fltOCI .s .....,re...-. 
O.Vil r,4■111 on ftirc ii " a Ntmidon 
uu IO •ni:Juo6e ....,IIC c-..,. pie,. 
• .. 81111 f_.,.illl1. 

S!,ctaon Aid ca-,.--, wp Ille ,,.. 
j«111,,;,111 ft 1118'\. De~ Cn11 enJ 
.. .... "' •ill aan-."f'., ... ,in, • 
ciotMllalrJ--..-.» AINI au! ~ 
IIIC~IIIMl 1D61w~11&,. 
My. Tk --.Rt■1at lfOUII will ... 
ID ONMi ~ for ,aidr.1111 ill 
~ ~ 1"4 tin.r,ca­
rio, lltCIOf~ to SinalnDII. 

o.w;, uW 1M it l:Ttifl.. 11111 
DeK.ih Cll:all fflll k1t111il'.O u, Ullln 
... --•llw•rt~ ""4CMI,~ ... ,_~.,.,. 

, ...... f'.ic~G'. clil'K'ltw fl 
Del(., Cteae ■ad lc•lifl,I. aho 1.1M 

• ·Iv•,, oe e1te ;J,,,,-r;,,, :i + ►ee .. ... ' . . . . : . . ... .. , ·fee . • • . • o • • ·r , · ,. 
. . . . . ·~ ·- · . .,. . . .. ' 

ill\ Ille aivi111r7 ~ iaf Araericn,p 
anJ lrol IUVNII. of M ClflflGIMlily 
IO '"'J pn,jccu W die C,1111(1. She !laid 
Ille~ tlei ...... llrilt lltlp lo 11.-p 
cmi411 ef \lie toil intNI ••· M well 
H ffilkiq a WCII IC'III r« 1111: 1t, i, 
dolllL Bi~ 111111 •111bJ a•itlt 
Dl,\·il 4lfl Cl4kf jNjtrH :vii! bww u/ 
die: -4.»lhrpolll~thc ~ · 
-•• .-..C Ille Cl-· a l'C.llil)'. 

Pawi, - * PfC)ptftr 91,llk,. a., 
_,.....,..,,.... \lie '-"-ftl, k · 
,._ ii hd liocDftle .. q,e- ,.._ 
Ofl:M_,.,A•-· Slli:h.-111»....., 
dlytwiea.• •!Nw ... ~ .,,, 
._ a r-•~iea~•., 
,._ , .. a,rc,,_ • ·the~•-

o.-il aid Ille te,16 Ille midl:1111 
lftlhN: Atl111u llllllli-t Alll""nfy will 
Mlft. le~litt CD _, llw ~ ftior, 
llec•,_ l iq hll'C W,W ,~ hllllidif 
•nl 1111 IM: f""'f'C'I', .:~n. Sloe ii ;it,oo 

..,IJltillC 11,ilb tllr ,.._,,, lo pla:t "Nu J. 
lilltrVIS or du"'Pi■< 1i1na Oft W 
P"Of'C'\Y, I 

t:i 
m n 
I .... 

(JJ 
I .... 

ill 
ill 
A 

.... 
(J) 

C 
U) 
t:i 
l) 
I 

U) 
0 

r 
n 
0 

ui 
m 
;o 

£ 
-i .... 
0 z 

A 
ISi 
A 

~ 
OJ 

I\J 
I\J .... 
I\J 

.... 
(JJ 



AUG- 09- 1995 10: 15 AMERI CORPS/ RCS 618 2719737 P. 02 
.. ,, . ·-•--• ..,, • ••..,·•r-•w•~ .. A ... ·.~ -.. 

-- •. - ·;t : ..... \ 
• •• ·, • . •· ,~ ·-• •r,. J.J.JCI · •. 

~~eriCorps COV~(~QfJ ·~"o!jffif 
!Y o• erg . • , . · . assfgnment to .prove iAmeriCorps ·, 

• ·,, . .i~J~~i' • • was a "boondoggle,!~ and 2)>fo<rusioj _: • . 
The recent art icle by George '•f;~J':i ~Tf ' on Bellmll~- where your,paper•s(~ .. 

Pawlaczyk - and accompanying ·ir.'·i' i·t. • '~'~Hit1 . ~ readers live :.-: would •Allow~!)'QUtl1: :· . 
editorial and cartoon - on · the for college or job training. This per• readers to !cam-for thcn;u~l¥eattba1.;· 
USDA-sponsored ArneriCorps pro- member figure is $6,000 less per the article was inaccumte. ::-::-~-i,·:. i.: 2 
jects in East St. Louis and Rellcvil\e year than the figure reported by your Had the article been -fair/ it wouldi • • ·, 
contained many S¢nous inaccuracies newsp11per. • : have reported that tbe•USDA Anieri~ • 
and omissions . 1 d · Corp• c-~ b•"ed 1'n Bell.....:lle ...... '-1• .. ~

1 .. n a d1tion, the article and editor• .. '"" ..., "'u 11~ ,. 

Last fall. your paper also ran a ial both: ' li7..ed 4,000 feet of stream an<Hand i • 

negative article on the project - adjoinini · Bluff Road, ·. which;'suf~- • 
I b p I k h Exaggerated the cost of the pro- • " d f • ~1-

a so y aw aczy - t at inaccu- . ject by at least S4S,000. 1erc . rorrf · massive ?flo_o,dinfi 'in,_: •. ·_: 
rately rcponed that the program 1993. • Among ·other: · th!llgs;-::·thc·.t 
started without the proper tools and • Severely underreported the : AineriCorps-.members'surveyed;.thc:;. 
that misquoted AmcriCorps mcm- amount, the complexity, success, , area, drew • engineering.i ·~cbart1, ·-'; 
bers. and the importance of the communi- removed trees that wol,l.ld ·intmferc~ 

Subsequent to publication of that ty ~ervice tasks performed. with the stabilization WQrk, :cut .out-,. 
original story; my staff and J eacb • Failed to report that food grown ditches and n;movcd silt.,and,p11'Q~ 
made individual site visi1s to the in the community gardens has been "filter fabric" and .. rip --rap'h in, the i 
project, We discovered firsthand that used to help feed hundreds of low- stream to prevent , future ·· flQOdins•: 
the project is "getting thinis done" income families . and erosion. This ,service'• \\'H~per•~ 
while strenathening the commul'li· • Incorrectly failed to describe the . formc_d far · more cbe~p_ly,-'by,,~~ • •• 
tics, expanding educational opponu- vital planning. outreach and educa- , AmenCorps.crew tlw11f;lt bad. been • 
nity and encouraging pcr~onal tion service provided by the Amen- . peri'orme_d by ~ove~eot •. ~~plor:, :.­
rcspon~ibility, Corps members throu.:hout the win- • , ees or pnvate_ contracton_.,·.~,~ ~r!\:i 

When I learned a number of tc:r. . Pawlaczyk also faile.d ·to -report~-~ 
weeks ago that Pawlaczyk was Fabricated untrue stories that ; very moving story frorn lll)'. site ·vts-·: 
preparini another story on the pro- AmeriCofllS members were paid for it to the project, which I ,related to ' 
ject, 1 called him immediately. Upon quitting early on hot days. ' him. In June, I traveled to a-:proj~t 
my request, he called me at home I site in Centreville; where the Am~ 
that Sunday and we ~roke for over • Claimed erroneously that the • Corps membc~·· we~ ·\llr'Orking' ,.t0:j' 
an hour. ln our i.;onversation, he project did not have thc requirod create a park on land that'had·been-•.•1 
admitted the bias of both himself tools 0nd equipment. • donated by a mother in -memory -0f;.) 
and his editor, saying that neither of • Confused the reality that the her son, who had becn·recently shot. • 
them personally believe that East St. ~,embers arc ~ucccssfully complct- • On that day, a, mostly.white group,~ 
Loui_s needs either more garden!! or rng the progrnm and thus officially of about IS ·volunteers from th~ sev- .. 
more trees. terminatini their term of service enth and eighth' :gradel' '>fromhrSt,''.~ 

lt seemed clear he had ma<lc up during the summer with the false Phillips ·church ' ·worked:,talotigsiadi> • 
hi!i mind that the whole idea was stu- notion that they are somehow bein2 the • mostly r; Afric:~ericaa~ 
pid an<l that his article would say so, laid off. • . ArneriCorps". mem6i!n,~o&etbe,~· 
regardless of the facts presented by The tnith is that the AmeriCorps they constr\lcteci''1an; entl~:•pl.:y.:'t· • 
my!ielf or anyone else. Still, al a few memhers worked hard throughout groll:1d for that new ,park. This day./ 
points during our conversation, he the year providing vital services to provided an inspirini tc~ien; ¼t• .. 
admitted that he had misunderstood tne people of East St. Louis and only to AmeriCorps'(a~ijit • tq_ bri':W ·;· 
a few things about the program and Uellevillc. The project correctly people together acr6ss raC af Hnts~· ~ 
that he would correct those issues; spent the budget allotted to it. The but to AmeriCorp1I su~esa-at boo~-~ 
unfortunately, his final article truth is that the people of both ing local volunteer efforts and~­
included almost all of his oriiinal, Belleville and East St. Louis are empowering local communities:1;n e'~ ... 
mistaken ideas. benefiting greatly frornAmeriCorps. . The"_true .Cact'J- -~~rcl:~~~~t/ . 

For example, during our convcr- ln our . conversation, Pawlaczyk Corps IS .cost~efreC?JiYe. ~eriCorps'~ • 
sation, Pawlaczyk admitted he knew promi~ed his article would include rewards wock ; i.Q.Stead c,f. wclfii.reJii 
that preliminary cost estimates full coverage of the f1ood-relief AmeriCorps 'renews · th~ '~spirj\_'.·_ p{'; 
leaked to the media by congres~ion- work performed • by the USDA community invo~vem~nt th.at '·made\,; 
al opponents of ArneriCorps were A ·c · · this nation crreaC ' • :. ·' ••. \•~"'•'11

•; •~·:. ~-··.t rnen orpi; . crew serving in o• . , ,., • . ,·:. ' ':· -~· ;·• • .. 
false, yet he included thc:se numbers Belleville. I lowever, his lengthy arti- I simply hope- . \hat wh,~n i w~i • 
in his article as if they were fact. The cle only included. one sentence on News-Democrat-c_overs this/is~~ iD~-:-: 
trnth is that each USIJA AmeriCorps llood relief. I believe his article did the future, it repw-ts.the:facts~-:- ~4 .. : 
member in Southern lllinois costs not seriously desc~ibe the flood only the facts .• :;.{-, ,:, 1. ·.- '.;:;;%· t.,,•V::1 
federal taxpayers a maximum of relief work for two rea~ons : 1) (Joel Ber~ ls director- ofl'lado· n~ :: .. 
S21 ,000 per year, inclu<linn a $4. 725 descn'b1·110 such b ·o I rth • ~ "' 0 vi us Y wo - al service for the U.S. ·oepa'rtment . 
educational award to be used to pay while work would undermin~ his fA .. , o grlc..,..,tur~) ,. , : . : .. , .. , . • . . f· 

,- - ..... ~ C 1-• -
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AmeriCorps volunteers are sworn in by President Clinton Monday via satellite link at the Universal Amphitheatre. 

Dream Team 
■ Public service: The thread 
uniting nearl y l,(XX) Southland 
volunteers sworn in to 
AmeriCorps is idealism and the 
belief they can change things. 

By JOCELYN Y. STEWART 
TIM[S STAFF W~ITF~ • ' 

With an economics degree from UCI.;A 
, and a resume laced \.;,rth''·h6ncirs:· '22 -' 
year-old Anna Ouroumian figures she 
could easily command a higher sa lary, 
complete with impressive business cards 
and a lofty title. 

Instead, the young Glendale woman is 
content to spend this year working with 
a local anti-hunger project, earning a 
modest income. 

Her co-workers will be people such as 
Garland Robinson of South Los Angeles, 
who temporarily put off a master's 
degree to fulfill a lifelong dream of 
"working with the people." 

Along with thousands of others across 

RICK MF.YER / Los Angeles Times 

From left, inductees Anna Ouroumian, 
Garland Robinson, Dawn Takeuchi. 

the country, Ouroumian ·and Robinson 
have signed up for a "season of service" 
in AmeriCorps, President Clinton's na­
tional service program. On Monday, the 
two gathered with nearly 1,000 other 
participants at the Universa l Amphi the­
atre for the mass swearing-in of the 
nation 's first AmeriCorps class. 

In Los Angeles, the one thread uni ting 
an otherwise disparate group of Ameri­
Corps rneml.Jers-young and old, middle ­
class and poor-is an idealism reminis­
cent of a bygone era in American 
history, the belief that they can be the 
agents of change. 

Like a domestic Peace Corps, the 
·AmeriCorps members wi ll combat prob­
lems ranging from hunger and crime to 
illiteracy and pollution. 

'Tm interested in community empow­
erment and .. . showing people that 
things can be done," said Ouroumian, 
who grew up in Glendale. " I know it 
sounds cliche-ish, but I believe anything 
is possible." 

At the ceremony, AmeriCorps mem­
bers listened to a · string of speeches­

Please see VOLUNTEERS, B3 
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President Clinton, addressing recruits to service program, tells them he knows they are "a generation of doers.". 

VOLUNTEERS: National Service Program 
Continued from B-1 
laced with words of encouragement and 
praise~by Mayor Richard Riordan, Po­
lice Chief Willie L. Williams and Secre­
tary of _Housing and Urban Develop­
ment Henry Cisneros, as well as past 
and present members of other service 
organizations. 

"AmeriCorps will rise or fall with 
your success this year," Cisneros said. 

Speaking via satellite in a speech that 
was simulcast to AmeriCorps mem­

bers nationwide, Clinton applauded 
members for their commitment to 
changing America and "getting things 
done." 

"Every generation in our history has 
i learned to take responsibility for our 
future, and your generation is no excep­
tion," Clinton said. "We look at you 
now, and we know you are no genera­
tion of slackers. Instead, you're a gener­
ation of doers." 

For all its seriousness, the event­
hosted by actor Andrew Shue, a star of 
the "Melrose Place" television series­
felt like a pep rally at times, with 
members breaking out in impromptu 
chants ("We want Bill!") and songs 
("Lean on Me") while waiting for the 
satellite hookup. 

Performers Patti LaBelle , who 
donned a black AmeriCorps cap, and the 
R&B group Immature brought the 
crowd to its feet. . 

"I like what you're doing," LaBelle 
said as the crowd cheered wildly. "Keep 
on striving for the positive things in 
life." 

The centerpiece of the event was the 
pledge that all AmeriCorps members 

1 took. 
Standing in front of a screen, right 

hands held high, they listened to the 
words spoken by Clinton, then repeated 
them: 

"I will gel things done: for America to 
make our people safer, smarter and 
healthier. I will bring Americans to­
gether, to 'strengthen our communities . . 
Faced with apathy, I will take action. 
Faced with conflict, I will seek common 
ground. Faced with adversity, I will 
persevere. . . . " In return for their 

pledge, they will receive a living sti­
pend-often minimum wage, though 
some team leaders will make up to 
$1,200 a month-along with basic health 
insurance, a child-care allowance and a 
monetary award for college, vocational 
training or to pay off a previous educa­
tional loan. 

Trial runs of the program this sum­
mer have received mixed reviews., and 
participants say they know the work 
will be difficult, especially for the pay 
they will receive. But for some, at least, 
the compensation is secondary to the 
life-changing experiences they expect 
to have during their year of service. 

Robinson, for instance, sees his year 
as a way to help and to lay the . 
foundation for a career in social work. 

But with a degree in political science 
from USC, and no experience, he could 
not find anyone to hire him. "1 asked, 
'How can I get the training if I'm not 
given a chance?' " he said. "I just , 
wanted the chance to prove myself." 

A self-proclaimed "product of the 
'60s," Robinson grew up on 27th Street 
between Central· Avenue and Naomi 
Street and remembers "a brighter time 
in Los Angeles," when people knew and 
cared for each other, he said. 

Robinson, 44, has reason to believe in 
the possibility of change. In May he 
became the only one of his parents' 
seven children to graduate from college. 

"I itave a story to tell because I've 
been there," he said. 

Like Robinson, who was active in 
student government and other organi­
zations, many AmeriCorps members are 
no strangers to community work. 

Ouroumian, who graduated magna 
cum laude from UCLA in June, spent 
her extra time outside .the classroom 
planting trees at the Nickerson Gardens 
housing project, promoting environ- . 
mental awareness, helping with earth­
quake relief ~t ud working with a number 
of servict! organizations. 

Last year, she spent her summer 
break working with residents of the 
Pico- Union area, organizing community 
members in Summer of Service, the 
pilot program for AmeriCorps. 

AmeriCorps is open to anyone over 

17, including high school dropouts, col­
lege graduates, students and profession­
al school graduates. Thus the program 
attracts individuals from varying back­
grounds-some of whom might have ( 
been overlooked by other employers. 

Before coming to this country four 
years ago, Mayra: Perez volunteered 
with the American Red Cross, assisting 
the victims of war in her native El 
Salvador. 

A clerk at a shoe store, she is study­
ing for her high-school equivalen­

cy degree and will spend her Ameri­
Corps year • working with an 
anti- hunger. project. 

David Guizar, 21, was once in a gang 
and lost a brother in a gang killing. He 
will spend a year working in his neigh­
borhood in South Los Angeles, trying to 
help the kinds of young .people he once 
fought with and against. 

"I finally got my chance," Guizar said. 
"This is my first job. I'm part of staff. It 
feels pretty good, you know?" 

Guizar will be working in the same 
program as Aqeela Sherrills, 25. When a 
fire at Jordan Downs housing projects 
sparked racial tension three years ago, 
Sherrills, a resident of Watts, stepped in 
and served as a mediator. • 

Sherrills mill spend a year with 
Building Up Los Angeles, where he will 
work to establish tutoring programs, a 
public safety project, gang prevention 
and conflict mediation in the schools. 

Beginning next week, 40 AmeriCorps 
workers-including Ouroumian, Robin­
son and Perez'-will be added to the 
Interfaith Hunger Coalition, which ad­
ministers anti-hunger programs in the 
region . . Its annual budget of $320,000 
will increase to more than $1 million. 

One of the biggest assets AmeriCorps 
members -will bring with them is famil­
iarity with their communities, organiz­
ers say. 

Along those lines, Robinson said he 
will offer a basic message to the people 
he works with: 

"I understand and I am one of you," 
he said. 'Tm just a regular person who 
cares and wants to help." 

\ 
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Burbank Boulevard Elementary students react with glee to a trick by Dave 
Skale. the Nutrition Magician during Interfaith Hunger Coalition program. At 
right. 7-year-old John Gralyan giggles after apparently breaking the magic fan . 

NORTH HOLLYWOOD 

Breakfast Gets Top Billing 
at School Assembly Show 

"What's the most important meal of 
the day?" Dave Skale. the Nutrition . 
~lag1cian. asked several hundred 
squealing students in the Burbank Boul­
eva rd Elementary Schoel auditorium in 
:-;onh Hollywood. 

"Breakfast'." they yelled in unison. 
Friday·s assembly stressing the im­

portance of break fast was part of a 
campaign by the Interfaith Hunger 
Coahllon called "Start Your Head. Eat 
Breakfast. .. During the presentation . the 
children were urged lo eat at home or 
take advantage of the free breakfast 
program at sc hool. 

"It's very important that kids eat 
breakfast," said Carolyn Olney. associate 
di rector of the coalition. Children "do 
much better in class and on tests and they 
suffer less from headaches," she said. 

The "Start Your Head" campaign was 
aimed initially at high school students 
but has been broadened to include 
children. said Frank Tamborello. an 
advocate for the coalition. "As kids get 
older. they stop eating breakfast," he 
said. "We try to show that eating 
breakfast is cool." 

The show was put on by participants 
in AmeriCorps, who are from 18 to 53 
years old. A series of videos touting the 
coalition 's campaign began with one 
featuring a teen-age boy making him­
self a breakfast shake of milk, leftover 
pizza. a hot dog and a tomato. 

The next one showed a classroom of 
students who did not eat breakfast. 
Their stomachs growl and contort as ihe 
teacher scowls at them. The_ third clip 
depicted the daydreams of a young 
woman who is so hungry that she keeps 
imagining breakfast foods popping up 
around her. 

The next part of the program was a 
sing -along. The final act was a magic 
show . where a secret recipe transformed 
motor 011, a flower and spinach juice into 
a healthy breakfast of an apple. a small 
box of cereal and a bagel. 

- MAKI BECKER 

• San Fernando • Sunland-Tujunga 
• Sherman Oaks • Sun Valley 
• Studio City • Sylmar 

LOS ANGELES 1 l~IE '-

• Universal City 
• Valley Village 
• Van Nuys 



Uos Angeles mimes 
F/CCt MONDAY, AUGUST 21, 1995 

, JULIE MARKES / ' For The Times 

Jennifer Whitcomb, · a graduate of the Americorps service program, hopes to become a team leader if the program is funded. 
I. 

' 

. North: Hollywood 
A~eriCorps Opens 
Doors, Eyes for.Grfid 

S·he joined,on a whim last September, 
driven . by the "romantic idea" of 
pelping the less fortunate, Jennifer 

Whitcomb said. Last month, the 21-year­
old North Hollywood resident became 
part of the first graduating class of 
AmeriCorps, President Clinton's national 
service program. • 

It was a long road for the Valley native, 
who had never done volunteer work. 

Previously she worked as a receptionist 
and a customer-service manag~r for a 
furniture company. 

"We knew that we had a lot of goals to 
cover," Whitcomb.said of the pr'ogram. 

'It breaks down your illusions. 
You have to realize that there 
are a lot of things that need to 

be taken care of. It's not in 
Bosnia, _it's outside your front 

door~' 
JENNIFER WHITCOMB 
AmeriCorps graduate 

Indeed, during her 10 months as an 
outreach team member, she worked with 
half a dozen projects all over Los Angeles, 
from a far.mers' market to AIDS Project 
L.A. 

Her longest stint was five months of 
advocacy work for clients of the San 
Fernando Valley Neighborhood Legal 

Services clinic in Pacoima . 
"I liked working there a lot," she said. 

• For her time. in AmeriCorps, _Whitcomb 
earned $5,000 toward a college educa­
tion-and a sobering understanding of the 
homeless and hungry of Los Angeles. 

"It breaks down your illusions. You 
have to realize that there are a lot of 
things that need to be,_t~ken care of," she 
said. "It's not in Bosnia, it's outside your . 
front door." 

Buoyed by her experience, Whitcomb is 
already planning to become a team leader 
for the next AmeriCorps project-that is, 
if the federal program survives a threat­
ened funding cut. She is also planning to 
attend Valley College with an eye to 
studying psychology. 

After that? 'Tm hoping I'll get a clue in 
college," she joked. "I think I'll always 
work with the community in some 
way . . .. It really does feel good." 

-DA YID E. BRADY 
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Program Brings 
Lessons on Diet 
to Classroom 

After meeting anti-hunger workers in 
the Mississippi Delta. seeii1g neighbor­
hood vegetable gardens in Pico Union 
and listening to community members 
across the country. federal agriculture 
official Joel Berg offered his assessment 
of AmeriCorps, (he President's national 
service program. 

"It's here, it 's real and it's working," 
Berg said, standing in a classroom al 
Armin la Street School. "A lot of people 
thought it was just another promise, that 
it wasn't going to happen." 

Berg, director of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture National Service Pro­
gram, visited the school as part of a 
national tour of AmeriCorps projects. 
Since the program was launched in 
September, AmeriCorps workers have 
been placed at community-based proj­
ects throughout the country, wrestling 
with a range of problems, from drug 
abuse to illiteracy and hunger. 

Although organizations are required 
to submit quarterly reports detailing 
their progress. officials should observe 
the projects for themselves. Berg said. 

" I don't believe you can learn how 
things are going by sitting at your desk 
in Washington ," Berg said. "You have to 
be out here, ta lking to the people." 

Al Arminta Street School, the last 
stop on his two-week tour. Berg 
watched as the third - and fourth-grad­
ers in Jan Shaffer 's class participated in 
a presentation on nutrition and the 
importa nce of ea ting breakfast. 

On one side of the room, students 
ga thered around a TV watching several 
"Start Your Head" commercials pro­
moting breakfast. 

"What happens when you don't eat 
breakfast?" asked Peter Val Verde. an 
AmeriCorps worker assigned to the 
Southern Ca li fornia Anti-Hunger Coali­
tion. 

EAST VALLEY FOCUS 

AmeriCorps co-team 
leader Terri Piggee pours 

a yogurt shake to 
fourth-grader Julian 

Arellano, prepared by 
children during a 

nutrition program at 
Arminta Street School. 

Right, fourth-grader 
Salatiel Gray samples 

yogurt shake in the 
program offered by 

AmeriCorps. 

Hands-and bodies-shot up jostling 
for a chance to answer. 

"You don't have enough energy to 
play," said Alfonso Garcia, 10. 

"You get grouchy," another student 
answered. 

Students laughed and howled at the 
short, comical commercials. 

Across the room, AmeriCorps work­
ers Terri Piggee and Lee Henderson 
taught students the five groups and 
demonstrated how fruit smoothies are 
made-part of an attempt to show that 
food that is healthy can also taste good. 

"It tastes like candy," said 9-year-old 

Photo.,hy HICAllDO dcAllATANIIA / I A'I Angclc~T1mc~ 

Elizabeth Meza. after taking a sip. 
For the students at Arminta. which 

has a high number of homeless and 
low-income students. the nutrition mes­
sage is an important one. 

"It's really needed-especially in ar­
eas like this," said Principal Marcia 
Cholodenko. 

Elizabeth Riley , executive director of 
the Southern California Interfaith Hun­
ger Coalition, said the presentation was 
one of many anti-hunger projects con­
ducted by AmeriCorps workers assigned 
to the organization. 

"AmeriCorps really has enabled us to 
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impact various communities in a very 
sort lime," she said. 

For Berg, scenes like those at Armin ­
ta are evidence that the program works. 

"They say a picture is worth a 
thousand words ," he said. 

-JOCELYN STEW ART 
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HUNGER CONFERENCE: The question posed lo a 
group of 500 high school students Wednesday morn ing 
resonated of John F . Kennedy's famed 1961 rallying 

call to the American public. 
"What are you going to do to make America make 

good on its promises?" asked Joel Berg, director of 
national servic~ for the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

Berg was the keynote speaker at an anti-hunger 
conference at the Wilshire United Methodist Church in 
the Wllshlre district, sponsored by the Interfaith 
Hunger Council and Americorps, President Clinton's • 
natio1;1al service program. 

The Youth Anti-Hunger Conference drew students 
from across Los Angeles, offering education about 
hunger and how they can make a difference by 
volunteering through programs like Americorps. 

"[The conference] helps young people think they 
can do significant things in their community," :;a id 
Carolyn Olney, associate director of the coalition. 

After Berg's remarks, the youngsters split into 
groups for workshops. Americorps members in the 
community gardening program demonstrated how to 
gray,' plants such as Swiss chard and watermelon. 

April Drayton, 16, who is a student at Crensl'.aw 
High, said she was especially moved by a discussion 
billed as "It Could Happen to You." April said she has 
considered running away in the past, and now knows 
that there are alternatives to "the streets," such as 
teen shelters. 
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A nonprofit group 
combats hunger and 

. teaches children the 
joys of growing their 
own food. 
By PAUL H. JOHNSON 
.TIMES STAFF WRITER 

rouched over a 
small dusty gar­
den beside Ely­
sian Heights El­
ementary School, 
two young chil­
dren bring Chris 

Braswell a small discovery. 

"This right here is a caterpillar," 
Braswell explains to them. 

"They eat all the leaves," he pro-
• claims, noting that the little bug can 
wreak havoc on plants. The gi rls 

• remain fixated on the insect, found 
:.crawling in the dirt, and pull and tug 
on the future butterfly. One girl 
declares that the bug smells. 

Like a modern-day Johnny Apple­
seed, Braswell, associate director of 
the nonprofit Interfaith Hunger Coa­
lition, works lo gel young people 
excited about gardening. 

He sees vegetables as a weapon in 
the battle against childhood hunger, 
which afflicts 698,000 California chil­
dren under the age of 12, according to 
the Community Childhood Hunger 
Identification Project. 

As head of the coalition's commu­
nity gardening effort, Braswell trav­
els acrciss Los Angeles County tend­
ing the gardens of 12 elementary 
schools, showing youths that a to­
mato comes from a plant, not a can, 
and a potato comes from- the ground 
and not a deep fryer. 

- - Research has shown that planting a 
garden reaps many benefits for urban 
areas, beautifying a neighborMod 

. while providing a .boost lo a family's 
food budget. 

A 1993 UCLA study found that a 
64-square-foot plot can save a 

family $650 a year in food purchases. 
Other studies have shown that a 

. community will see a drop in crime 
through gardening, as residents be­

. friend one another and form civic lies. 
The tilling of a garden can also 

serve as job training and helps clean a 
· city's · grimy air, researchers have 
, discovered. 

It isn't even necessary to have a 
free patch of land to grow a garden, 

, Braswell said. Plants can be grown in 
: rooftop gardens or on a patio, in 
• containers ranging from a bucket to ·a 
plastic cup. 

Braswell works with volunteers 
from the Americorps program, who 

. visit each school al least once a week 
• to help the children grow vegetables 
that they can take home or eat at 
school. 

The students also learn about the 
, life cycles of plants and how lo 

compost and grow food organically, 

Kindergartner Gabriella Flores examines caterpillar from school garden. 

and discover the impact of weather 
on gardens. 

During the school year, the stu­
dents keep a journal of their experi­
ences in the garden and are encour­
aged lo keep a growth record and 
write vegetable-inspired stories and 
poetry. 

A former landscape engineer from 
Houston, Braswell got involved in 
gardening through his desire to meld 
his interests in community activism, 
nature and nutrition. 

He started a gardening project in 
Houston and was hired by the Inter-

-"Research has shown that 
planting a garden reaps 
many benefits for urban 

areas, beautifying a 
neighborhood while 

providing a boost to a 
family's food budget. 

faith Hunger Coalition 1ast winter to 
start a similar initiative here. 

Braswell is working to expand the 
garden project to libraries and com­
munity centers around Los Angeles 

. County. 
The program is funded through 

grants from food companies and the 
state and federal agriculture depart­
ments. 

·At Elysian Heights Elementary, 
where more thari 90% of the 

students receive .free or · reduced­
price lunches from the slate, students 
grow lettuce, endive, spinach and 
radishes, as well as flowers, which 
repel harmful insects and attract 
beneficial ones. 

The plot is littered with.mulberries, 
which fall from a native tree that 
shades parts of the garden. Students 
tug at weeds ar,d nurture seedlings 

that will blossom in the • summer.­
bringing a near-dead patch of soil 
back to life. 

Elysian Heights Principal Judy 
Moe said the free program · has ex­
panded the school's curriculum with­
out breaking its budget, giving chil­
dren the opportunity · to learn 
hands-on how to · eat ·and grow a 
healthful meal. 

"These are the kinds of programs 
we need," said Susan Lustke, a coun­
selor al the school who works with 
at-risk youth. 

Providing young people with les­
sons that don't come from books 
increases the chance that students 
will find a subject that interests them 
and stay in school. she said. 

Children who participate in the 
program say the garden has changed 
their views about vegetables. 

Fifth-grader ' Vanessa Barraza, 11, 
said she eats more vegetables now 
and has even started growing . her 
own flowers at home after working in 
the school's garden. 

Alex Cortez, 11, said he is growing 
watermelons that he can't wait lo eat 
this summer. , 

"It's fun," Vanessa · said of her 
work. The reason is simple, she said: 
"Because we get to gel our hands 
dirty! " 

Gardening is one of many efforts 
pursued by the coalition to com­

bat hunger in children. 
The group also supports the "Start 

Your Head" public information pro­
gram, which encourages young peo­
ple lo eat breakfast. It staffs a hotline, 
(800) EAT-N-GRO, to direct young 
people to places where they can get 
free food in the summer after school 
cafeterias close. 

Carolyn Olney, who also works for 
the hunger coalition, said the grbup 
has one main purpose. ! 

"It's . all done with the goal that 
kids , even if they're poor, ,have 
enough to eat." ; 
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It's all done with the goal that kids, even ,, 
if they're poor, have enough to eat. •• 1/ 

CAROLYN OLNEY 
Interfaith Hunger Coalition 

Exploring 

attitudes and 

issues behind 

the news. 
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Chris Braswell describes insects found on garden plants to students Vanessa Barraza, center, and Alex Cortez. 

Garden of Learning 

LOS ANG ELES TIMES 

The Beat 
Today's centerpiece focuses on the Com­
munity Gardens Projed, which teaches 
children in urban areas how to grow 
vegetables and encourages better nutri­
tion. The project is run by Chris Braswell 
of the Interfaith Hunger Coalition. For 
more information, call (213) 637-1600, 
Ext. 23. 
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Program Brings 
-Lessons on Diet 
to Classroom 

After rnttlinl anti-hunier worken in 
Ole !,lisslaippl Delli, tttlill nelghbol'­
hoc,1 vegclable 1ardcn, In Pkc Union 
and llalcning Lo communlly memben 
acrr:,a the counlty, federal agriculture 
oCOclal Joel Berg orrettd hl• a.sses.smenl 
ol A.~riCotps, lhe Prcsldenl'1 nation.al 
service prorram. 

'1l'• hett, ll'1 rul and il'1 work ing," 
8Er1 said. 1landlni In • classroom al 
Al'mlnll Slreel School "A lol or people 
ll!ou1hl ll wuju,l anolher promlac, lhal 
It wasn'l goin1 lo happen." 

Berg, dircclof o( lhe U.S. Oeparlmenl 
or Agriculture Nallonal Service Pro­
gram, viail«I lhe achool u parl of a 
ri.alional Lou r of AmeriCorp1 pro)e<:t.s. 
fjince the p.-ogram was launched ln 
!5cplcmber, AmeriCorps worken have 
~n placed a communlly-based proj­
ect.I lhroughoul lhe counlty, wreslllng 
wilh I range t'{ problems, from drug 
abuse lO lllilUolC,Y and hunger. 

Allhouih org~nlzaUons arc required 
Lo submit quartt•rly report.I dclalling 
their progress, ofl1cia11 ahould observe 
lM project.I for lhemselvcs, Berg u id. 

"I don'l believe you an lurn how 
lhin~"S are going by silting al your desk 
in W,1Shlngl0n," Serf, said ... You have lo 
be oul here. lalk ing to lhe people." 

Al rmlnla Slreel School, lhe lul 
slop ,,n hh two - w?ek tour , Berg 
watched u lhe third- ,md rourlh-grad­
en In J.an Sharrer·• cl:us participated In 
1 prclf.nlllion on nulrllion and lhe 
lmportar.cc or eating breakfuL 

On OM aide or lhe room, students 
galhettd around I TV wa ching several 
.. Start Y,iur Head" commerclalJ pro­
molln, bn~krast. 

.. Whal happen! when )'llU don'l eal 
brc.ikfut!" ulted Peter Val Verde, an 
AmeriCorpt worker assigned to lhe 
SoulMrn Cal ifornia Anli • Hunger ~11-
lion. 

Amer!Corps co-team 
leader T errl Piggee pours 

a yogurt shake to 
fourth-grader Julian 

Arenano, prepared by 
• chlldten during a 

nuttiUon program at 
Armlnta Street School. 

Right. fourth-grader 
SalatleJ Gray samples 

yotu,t shake In the 
program offered by 

AmerlCorps. 

Hands-and bodies-shot up joslling 
for a chance lo aNwer. 

"You don't have enough energy lo 
play," aald Alfonso Garcia, 10. 

"You gel grouchy: another atu<lcnt 
aNwercd. 

Student., laughed and howled al the 
ahorl. comical commercialL 

Acrosa lhe room, AmeriCorpa work• 
en Terri Piggee and Ltt Hendenon 
laught aludenLa the five groups and 
demol'l!lratcd how fruit amoolhlc-a are 
made-part of an attempt to show lhal 
food thal !1 healthy can also t.aslc good. 

.. ll wtc-a like candy," uid 9-year-old 

Eliz.abelh Mei.a, a!ler tak ing a sip. 
For the 1tudenla al Arminla, which 

hu a high number 'or homeless and 
low-income aludents, lhe nulrllion mes . 
uge ii an lmporunt one. 

"ll'1 really needed-especially in .ir -
, ea.a like lhla," sa id Pr incipal M;irci;i 
Cholodenko. 

Eliubcth Riley, cxccuUve director or 
lhe Southern California Interfaith Hun ­
ger ~IIUon, said lhc pre~• ·nlation was 
one or many anti -hunger proj«La con ­
dueled by AmeriCorp$ worken assigned 
lo lhe org;inlzation . 

"AmeriCorpc really has enabled us lo 

LOS ANGELES TIMES 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
JUNE 21, 1995 

WEDNESDAY. JUNE 21, 199, e: 

Impact varioul communlUet In a v~y 
10rt time," 1he 11ld. 

For Ber1. 1eene1 like lhoae al Armin ­
la art evidence lhat lhe prorram workl. 

"They 11y I picture la worth a 
thousand words," he said. 

-JOCELYN STEWART 

VAN NUYS 

Masters Greeted 
by Noisy Protesters 

A Sun Valley man who ah?t and killed 
1 lagger and wou~ another was 
rreclcd Tuclday momln1 by .a ,mall but 
loud fNMJP ol protcalcn u he entered 
Van Nuyt Municipal Court,. 

Bul arter hil hearin, on gun possct· 
1lon chargca wu conllnued to nexl 
monlh, Will~m Andrew Ma.ster1 II WU 

whl1ked lhrough a courthouse back 
door to avoid lhc protesters and report· 
tl'L 

Mastera la charged with mlsdemcanor 
counts of carrying a concealed weapon 
and urryin, a l~dcd weapon. He faces 
a maximum senlencc o( 18 rnoolha in )a il 
lfconvict.td. 

The c~r1e1 atcm rrom • Jan. 31 
Incident In which Mutera. while laking 
hlJ usual I.ale night walk, confronted 
two men ,crawli ng graffiti bcnc.ith a 
freeway overpass in Sun Valley. Mas ­
ten told police lhal he pulled oul a gun 
he was carrying In I fanny pack and 
1hot •~ lwo men when one of them 
lr ied lo rob him wilh a acrcwdrlver. 
• Cesar Rene Arce, 18, wu killed and 
David Hillo, 20, wu 1h0l ln lhe bullocks. 
Hlllo rerovercd from hil wound and was 
charged wllh va~IIJm. 

The proleStera, a group calling Itself 
Four Winds Sludenl Studenl Move­
menl, at.aged a mock funerai and candle• 
llghl vlgtl Monday nlghL Tuesday 
morning , the prolealera exchanged 
words wilh people enlcring lhe courlon 
other businea. 

The protestcra said Masten should be 
lried for murder for killing Arce. The 
dlalri<:t atlomcy'1 office declined to me 
felony c~rgca againal Maater1, calling 
lhc shooting self -dcfenae. 

-JULIO MORAN 
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Local Service Corps Takes 
Pledge of Action, Altruism 
By JOCELYN Y. STEWART 
TIMES STAfF WRITER 

UNIVERSAL CITY - With an 
economics degree from UCLA , and 
a resume laced wi th honors and 
awards, 22-year-old Anna Our­
oumian figures she could easily 
command a higher salary, com­
plete with impressive business 
cards and a lofty title-but Our-

I NATIONAL SWEARING-IN: A23 

oumian has her sights on a differ­
ent goal. 

The recent UCLA graduate from 
Glendale is content to spend this 
year working with a local anti­
hunger project, earning a modest 
income. 

Her co-workers w_ill be people 
like Garland Robir.son of South Los 
Angeles, who temporarily put off 

Please sec CORPS, A3 

JILL CONNELLY / ror T ho Times 

An AmeriCorps representative 
. holds torch during swearing-in. 



AmeriCorps members at the Universal Amphitheatre listen to President Clinton speak about tile goals of the national service program via sntellite. 

CORPS: Group Sworn In With Pledge of Action 
Conti n ued from Al 
obtaining a master's degree to fulfill a li felong 
dream of "working with the people." 

Like thousands of Americans across the country, 
Ouroumian and Robinson have signed up for a 
"season of service" in AmeriCorps, the President's 
national service program. Monday, the two gathered 
at the Universa l Amphitheatre wi th nearly 1,000 
other participants for the mass swearing - in of the 
nation's first class of AmeriCorps workers. 

In Los Angeles, the thread uniting an otherwise 
disparate group of AmcriCorps members - young 
and old, middle class and poor-is an idealism 
reminiscent of a bygone era in American history, 
the belief that they can be the agents of change. 
L ike a domestic Peace Corps, the AmcriCorps 
members will combat problems ranging from hun­
ger and cri me lo illiteracy and pol lution. 

'Tm interested in community empowerment and 
... showing people that things can be done," said 
Ouroumian, who grew up in Glendale. "I know it 
sounds clichc-ish, but I believe anything is possi­
ble." 

At the ceremony, AmeriCorps members listened 
to a string of speeches laced with words of 
encouragement and praise by !llayor Richa rd Rior­
dan, Police Chief Willie L. Williams and U.S. 

Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
Henry Cisneros, as well as past and present 
members of other service organizations. 

"AmcriCorps will rise or fall with your success 
this year," Cisneros said. "You·rc on the ground 
floor of something really big. ,:oday is an historic 
event." 

Speaking via satellite to AmeriCorps members 
nationwide, President Clinton applauded members 
for their commitment tu changing America and 
"getting things done." 

"Every generation in our history has learned to 
lake responsibility for our future, and you r genera­
tion is no exception," Clinton said. "We look at you 
now, and we know you arc no generation of 
slackers. Instead, you're a generation of doers." 

For all its seriousness, the event, hosted by actor 
Andrew Shue of the television show "Melrose 
Place," seemed like a pep rally at times, with 
members breaking out in impromptu chants-"Wc 
want Bill!"-and songs-" L ean On Me"-while 
waiting for the satelli te hookup. 

Singer Patti LaBelle, who donned a black Amcri­
Corps cap, and the R & B group Immature brought 
the crowd to its feet. 

" I like what you're doing," LaBelle said as the 
crowd cheered wildly. "Keep on striving for the 

positive things in life." 
The centerpiece of the event was the pledge, 

taken by all new AmcriCorps members. 
Standing before a screen, their righ t hands held 

high, the group at the amphitheater listened to 
Clinton's words and repeated them: 

"I will get things done for America to make our 
people safer, smarter and hcnlthier. I will bring 
Americans together, to strengthen our communi ties. 
Faced with apathy, I will lake action. Faced with 
conflict, I will seek common ground. Faced with 
adversi ty, I will persevere . . . . " 

In return for their pledge, they, like members 
nationwide, will receive a living stipend. basic 
health insurance, a child-care allowance and a 
monetary award for college, vocational training or 
to be applied toward a previous educationa l loan. 

Tria l runs of the program this summer across the 
nation have received mixed reviews. Many know 
that the work is difficult, especially for the pay they 
will receive. But for some, at least. the compensa­
tion is secondary to the lifc-ch;inging experiences 
they expect to have during their year of service. 

Garland Hobinson secs his year as a way to help 
and to lay the foundation for a lifelong career in 
socia I work. 

I'lcnsc sec COHPS, A2:; 



:~~aGELES TIMES 

e .RPS: 
Activists 
Have Wide 
Interests 
Contin~ed from A3 

While working on a politi,cal 
science ; degree at USC, Robinson 
became convinced that his calling 
is social work. But with a degree in 
po_ljtical science and no experie~ce, 
he could not find anyone to hire 
him. 

"I asked, 'How can I get the 
training if I'm not given a 
chance?' " he said. "I just warited 
the chance to prove myself." 

AmeriCorps, he said, will give 
him that chance and an opportuni­
ty to put to use the experiences 
th;i't have shaped his life. 

A self-proclaimed "product of · 
the '60s," Robinson, 44, grew up on 
27th Street between Central Ave­
nue and Naomi Street. He remem­
bers a different Los Angeles, one 

• filled with communities where 
people knew and ,'ared for each 
other. 

"There was a brighter time in 
Los Angeles, and I was part of that 
time," he said. . 

And , Robinson has reason to 
believe in the possibility of change. 
In May he became the only one of 
his parents' seven children to 
graduate from college, realizing a 
decades-old dream. 

"I have a story to tell because 
I've been there," he said. 

Like Robinson, who was active 
in student government and other 
organizations, many AmeriCorps 
members are no strangers to com­
munity·work. 

Ouroumian, who graduated 
magna cum laude in June, spent 
her extra time outside the class­
room planting trees at Nickerson 
Garden housing projects, promot-

. i_ng_ environmental awareness, 
helping with earthquake relief and 
working with a number of service 
organizations at UCLA. 

And last year, she spent her 
summer break working with resi­
dents of the Pico- Union area near 
downtown Los Angeles, organizing 
community members in Summer of 
Service, the pilot program for 

JJLLCONNELLY / ForTheTimes 

Anna Ouroumian and Garland Robinson are sworn in as AmeriCorps 
workers Monday during ceremOf')Y at the Universal Amphitheatre. 

AmeriCorps. 
"We reached so many people 

that I was really inspired, and that 
reinforced my belief in community 
service," Ouroumian said. 

AmeriCorps is open to anyone , 
over the age of 17, including high ' 
school dropouts, college graduates, 
students and professional school • 

· graduates. With these require-
ments, the program attracts indi- I 
victuals from varying back­
grounds-some of whom might 
have been overlooked QY other I 
employers. 

Before coming to this country 
four years ago, Mayra Perez volun­
teered with the American Red 
Cross, assisting the victims of war 
in her native El Salvador. 

A clerk at a shoe store, she is 
studying for her high school equiv­
alency degree and will spend her• 
AmeriCorps year working with an 
anti-hunger project. 

David Guizar, 21, was once in a 
gang ana his brother was killed by 
gang members. He will spend a 
year working in his neighborhood 
in South Los Angeles, trying to 
help the same kinds of young 
people he once fought with and 
against. 

"I finally got my chance," Guizar 
said as he waited for the ceremony 
to begin. "This is my first job. I'm 
part of staff. It feels pretty good, 
you know?" 

Guizar will be working in the 
same program with Aqeela Sher­
rills, 25. When a fire at Jordan 

Downs housing project sparked ra­
cial tension three years ago, Sher­
rills, a resident of Watts, stepped in 
and served as a mediator. . 

Sherrills will spend a year with 
Building Up Los Angeles, where he 
will work on ,establishing tutoring 
programs, a ~ublic safety project, 
gang prevention and conflict medi­
ation in the schools. 

Beginning !)ext week, 40 Ameri­
Corps workers, including Ouroum-
ian, Robinson and Perez, will be 
added to th+ Interfaith Hunger 
Coalition 's permanent staff of four 
full-time and four part-time work-
ers, who administer anti-hunger 
programs in the region. Its annual 
budget of $320,000 will increase to i ' 
more than $1 million. 

"This is going to enhance what 
we've been able to do, yet it's part 
of something that's brand new for 
us," said Carolyn Olney of the 
Southern California Interfaith 
Hunger Coalition. 
• Perhaps one of the biggest con­
tributions AmeriCorps members 
will bring to community service is 
their familiarity with their com­
munity and its problems, organiz- . 
ers say. 

Along with his life experiences, 
Robinson will bring a very basic 
message to the people he works_ 
with: 

"I understand, and I am one of 
you," he said. "I~m just a regular 
person who cares and wants to 
help." 
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Jennifer Whitcomb, a graduate or tha AmeriCorps service pro2ram, hopes to become II learn leader Ir the prog,em Is funded. 

. N_orth: Hollywood 
AmeriCorps Opens 
Doors, Eyes for Grad 

She Joined ,on a whim la&l September. 
driven . by lhe "romanUc idea'' or 
'1elpl1:11 lhe leS/1 fortunate, Jennl!cr 

Whitcomb ,aid. Lasl month. the 21-year• 
old North Hollywood rttldcnl btcainC! ' 
p;rt of the first sradualtn, clu. or 
AmcrlC.Orp,, Prcaldcnt Clinton', nallonal 
service program, • . · 

Jt was a long road for lbt Villey native, 
who had never done volunteer worl(. 

Prevlouety ,he worked as a rectpllonisL 
and a cust.omer-"rvicc manager tor •. 
furniture company. 

"WC! kt1Cw that we h•d a lot or goole to 
cover," Whltcomb·uid of the p(ogram. 

'It breaks down your lllualon&. 
You have to realize that there 
are a lot of things that nee.d to 

be taken care of. It's not In 
Bosnia, lt'a outside your front 

• door.' 
JENNlllA WHITCOMB 
AtMrlColps ffldu&I• 

Indeed, d1,1rln1 htt 10 month• as .an 
outreach team member, &he worked wllh 
half a dozen proJecta all over Los An1elc.s, 
Crom a farmer~• markcl u, AIDS Project 
L ,,A, 

Her loniest ~llnl was Cive month& of 
advocacy work for clients or the San 
Fernando Valley Neighborhood Legal 

Services clinic In Pacolma . 
"I liked workin1 there• lot," aha said. 
For her time in AmcrlCorp•. Whitcomb 

urned $5,000 toward a college cduca­
llon-and a sobering undcralatldlng of lhc 
homeless and hun1ry of Los An11clcs,• 

"ll breaks down your Illusions. You 
have lo rcaliie lhaL lhcre arc a lot of 
lhings that need lo bt.lll,ken caro of," she 
u id. ''IL'• not in Bosnia, ll'a out.Ide your 
fronl door." 

Buoyed by her eicpcrlcnco, Whitcomb Is 
alrl!ady planning LO become a tt1m leader 
!or Lhe next AmerJCorp, projocl-thal 1,, 
If the federal program ,urvlve, • threat• 
cncd funding cuL She Is also planning Lo 
attend Valley Collcae wllh an ey9 to 
etudylnf psychology. 

Aller lhat? "I'm hopln1 t'JI gel a clue In 
college,·• she joked. "I think I'll alway, 
work with lhe com1nunUy In &ome 
way . . , . It really docs reel good." 

-DAVIDE. BRADY 
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Marvell receives 
:Americorps Grant 

· Marni in panncrsh.ip with the Arkansas RC&D Council v.·ill 
East Arunsai Resource Coruer- ·begin revisions on an Arca Pla11. 
v,itionandDcvclopment (RC&:D) ln the pbn· revisions, commit­
Co\ln~, has received funding . tee, will be sclectcJ and pulili,· 
through the Runt For~try Aui.s- mctung held for each count>' in 

:A~~i~~~}~~~en!)_ •• ~ti;~::W!:!~j~ ~:~~~ 
j • 'Thefuijtiort.<>f lM AnicriCbtps .• ip, County: soil COOS<.'n'Jti<1n 
J>rocta:,(ii'.,:t.o erigtgc ,a .diveri~ • and .l;nd trcatmt'itt; infrastrth.:•• 
group 'tif~~cani U1 '.-orking ·. turc; ~sc~ qlUlity, and quantity in 
ip~f•nth (ODlmuniti~ to , - • irri~tion wattt; flood protection 
' prc:Mde.rcal bid mtu~le ,er-· • ind drainacc or agricultural and 
·~ -fo di~·~woritCerital and •. wl>.an land; r«reation and tour-
huiu~ ~ : .bll{huildirigl £n : Uatj' run! fire pr6tcction; and 
;ethic( of ~; ici~llity. • :·: ~liricand wutcmanagement . 

.-~J'~~~~a:~iJrt .. •• ,,/z~:::,io1 :irr:;!:/::: 
mmt .1'1r>j«I. is ciuign~ ,t;;: ~~ .' management, inf ru,ruc,urc:, 
p,o.~,IM ~ · ~QriQlilic, jQd ·. •,flood prottction nad drainage 
nit~ @vlioristtfuitif the to~ .r\ ~,bu,. . • 
f::•~/Jf p~i~f. '.tlifpt6j~ . .:~;._.H \: : Bciides the City of M:arvdl 
:~~find p,l#~c:r'i ~11 ~)tutitted ~cf thi East Arkansas RC& D 
)it,~ A.ri~~\Jtesmtb~do,ini- . Council, additional partners in­

i-t.~~J~:"1~N~'ble'~bs1rill . cludc.the USDA Forest Service. 
~~\ij!~.~ ,~~ting;'-14~ . ~~ips . County Consel'\·.ttiCln 
~~ Mf.pt~~~•~l~ •. ~~.~~- ~~net, and ~hc .. Natura~ Rc­
.,~~~~~~dm,.rffldcntial : · ,ourccs Conservation Scmce . 
• areeuwherithcytftvirtliallynon-·. "G~tting Thing, Done• is thC' 
existent ornoriJervicc~k,-statcd .motto of the AmcriC◊rrs p,., 

:BatfM~U~-W.tht··'·~tVlth 'an~u·ftotn·this . 
)d~~<;;~~llill ·<•·> ··•·r r -~ C ' '. · • ;;;.11\·d the p~ftnth involved, 
• • As·~~ ~f the j,rojc~~ the East Marvell is doing jwt that. 

; -·• :-) . . . . • ••::" . 

I • 
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AmeriCOtlJS':pOrtiCipants M~;, in l t 
. \ , "' ... fi . ·-- ~. ," ~\ ""fr '·~t ."K · . ·'. , . '·, ·.:. ., I 

Holly Gr0~1W.il~ Pf ~e,C:.tOr Berg .. : •f -
', .. •:•. -~•.\ . , c: .. .r .. ) • ~•A •.,_, •' • . 

. . , . ,: r '-' ~ \ . ~ . . I ., .,~ . • • .• • • 

Eight Amen Corf; p~i-ti~i~~nfu,:~~m~nf to bring the department up 
along with other officials metJas(".;to. standards, worked in bringing 
Wednesday with U. • S. Depart: '¾ together local churches for com­
ment of Agriculture .AmeriCorpb; J, ?niunity • f1;1~cti6ns, and have 
Director Joel Berg. The ~~#ng •. -\~?rked tov.:ar~s securing fund­
was held in the Holly G~oye _City _\mg for proJects. Jan11 Coleman 
Hall. · -., ) -l' • ~, , . . :related that she had worked with . ... ... , 1 "· ;• . 

AreaA.meriCorpswo~lcers~~fe (:ftFargo for the city to install street 
joined by Berg, Allen Pigg ~f thi1'.lights and _ in securing . regular 

. U.S. _Forestry Service i_~ (?eo~gia.; \ ·l ~rba~e pickup. • ' · • . 
Cedric Bradford, state conserya- ·.::- .. J~ other areas, the work of 
tionist with Natural Resources · >,,Amer~Corpsvariesgreatly.Debra 
Conservation Service<:notiT, _ParID:en of the Central Arkansas ___ ;..,.,---
Jernigan, publicist with ·usi>A-·'< RC,~d D Council has been work-
NRCS; Mo.nroe County · Judge • '}_ng with a pellet stove project 
Tom Catlett; and _,Holly · Grove · '.. ~~ic~_inx9lves coo~ng with pel-
Mayor Lula Tyler _'. ; ~•-/ ) __ -~ -~..,.,;~~nets,·~~.~ from· co;mpacted saw-

TheArkansasAniei-iCorpspar.: ;~ust: 811:e has also worked with 
ticipants have been:~~rking. ~itt ~nqing"'markets for poultry lit­
rural development '.P..~C?ject~,)H'JJ;er1~~~~ h_istalling dry hy~rants 
eastern Arkansas. In Holly Grove· /~~n , f.ural . areas. Loyda Stith of 
the work has focus~ ofappi!)i;~y. ~te~ille. _h~ bee1,1_ worki:rig on 
als of homes located in' lhe ·100· :_r~ydmg proJects and educating 
year floodplain . At a fair. ina:rket~~.:lilpd owners about the value of ,~ 
value, the Federal Emerge~cy ~:\ve}lan_ds . . Harrison , ~~eke of 
Ma~agement Agenc,:}F,~~_), is~~if~rg~•-·~as been wor~ng with t' 
buymg up the properties freF:•;;~k#~nJ1 of al_ternative crops I 
quently flooded b/t~e '_b~eii).a.o/t~1;11· ~pervisin'g ASU ,_ ~dents • 
waters of Dial Creek. Once ·the ,- .l~~~g ab.out vegetabl_e_ crops. 
buy-out is completed,' ·residen~, Jiv,ian Jo_nes ofNorthLittle Rock 
may relocate to ·a hew; yet io·Q -":_=:,h~ ~~n:workingwi~h an adoles- f;. 
built, housing complex at the hi~/ ~cent . development program tar- f 
tersection of Highways 17 and 86~;- "gete:d to'!ardsthe African-Ameri­
Some relocated residents will ~ -.. :can ~e.· .. • < • . . ·, · .: .·._ ·· 
allowed to build houses' on twl'ot· -. Pit~r ·Joel Berg commented 
three nearby areas. )'rop.ertY. ••. tli~t ) he various works . of 
clearance from the floodplain -~i ·~~er! Corps model the "national 
begin when other factbrs-are fii ·{~~-ryice': priority of President Bill 
place. Individual horn~ appri:d~~ ·::t\if t'Lt'.'·· >-~; ;· ·: . , • • 
alswill movetherelocationproject_i::clintoii : .:.Berg stated that 
along. • .. • .- . ;_.'.'. :AmeriCorpsisthewaytochange 

Lisa Cobb of the Eastern-,/>:.r- ;c· America through "local residents 1 

kansas RC and D Council }las : and empowering local communi- \· : • • 
beeninstrumentalinhelpingwith -~: ties to change themselves." Ap­
appraisals. Audria. Coleman,:1:/proximately 20,000 AmeriCorps •\· 
Renee Spurlock, ·'and . Jana • workers are at work across the 
Coleman have been involved ·sui-- .:.,riation. The program provides for \ 
veying residents in the floodplain -~-~st o( liv~ng expenses and pro-
and offering practical assi~ce '·;vides payment for higher educa-
about relocation. ::C .- tion. Berg calls the program the 

In addition _to the work of the,, :-"G. I. bill without the G. I." Berg 
buyout, AmeriCorps is involved • commended•. the work of the 
in many other prpjects. Iµ Holly . AmeriCorps members present. 
Grove, AmeriCorps workers have : : Following t_he • meeting, the 
a -;si .•te::'. hc;1 i oia r!P'". • ·.:.,_ .. 1mit. • f .m Pr~<:'-o-rps m0 1111 ,, ·r' -· l, ·•st<·• l ; 
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AMERICORPS MEETING IN HOLLY GROXE,:. Eight.Ain~r:iC9rps p<ir~icipants and other officials met ' 
Holly Grove lost Wednesd~y with~-- S.,.Q~pci~~i?!]t~~fYlture Am:riCorps Director Joel Be_~ 
Each of the participants told _of s~c1~c areJJS of."!'qV,SJ0.t~ic:.lj,Jryey we.re involved. In some way, th« 
have all been involved in the work at Holly Grove.\~n;ieri,.f~,rps participants include from left: Vivie 
Jones of North Little Rock; L~yda Sti_th of .Bates'IH(e; ,.~-~d,99,<:9lemon of Holly Grove; Debra Corme 
of Little Rock; Joel Berg, Am'eriCorps director of)V~~ry~ngt,9ri, D.C.; Renee Spurlock of Holly Grov, 
Jana Coleman of Holly Grove; Lisa Cobb of Jonesboro; and Harrison Locke of Fargo. . . . .- . . . ~ . . - • - .. . • . . . . . . . .: . . . . ·. . . 

• ! . . . 



AmeriCorps Participants Meet in 
Holly Grove with Director Berg 

Eight AmeriCorps participants 
along with other officials met last 
Wednesday with U. S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture AmeriCorps 
Director Joel Berg. The meeting 
was held in the Holly Grove City 
Hall. 

Area Ameri Corps workers were 
joined by Berg, Allen Pigg of the 
U.S. Forestry Service in Georgia; 
Cedric Bradford, state conserva­
tionist with Natural Resources 
Conservation Service; Don 
,Jernigan, publicist with USDA­
NRCS; Monroe County Judge 
Tom Catlett; and Holly Grove 
Mayor Lula Tyler. 

The Arkansas AmeriCorps par­
ticipants have been working on 
rural development projects in 
eastern Arkansas. In Holly Grove, 
the work has focused on apprais­
als of homes located in the 100 
year floodplain . At a fair market 
value, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), is 
buying up the properties fre­
quently flooded by the overflow 
waters of Dial Creek. Once the 
buy-out js completed, residents 
may relocate to a new, yet to b.e 
built, housing complex at the in­
t "rsection of Highways 17 and 86. 
&,me relocated re~idents will be 
allowed to build houses on two or 
three nearby areas. Pr·operty 
ciearance from the floodplain will 
begin when other fa,ctors are in 
place. lndividuaJ home appraia­
als will move the relocatio·n projec.t 
along. 

Lisa Cobb of the Eastern Ar­
kansas RC and D Council has 
been instrumental in helpingwith 
appraisals. Audria Coleman 
Renee Spurlock, and Jan~ 
Coleman have been inv6lved sur­
veying residents in the floodplain 
and offering practical assistance 
about relocation. 

In addition to the work ofthe 
buyout, AmeriCorp~ is involved 
in many other projects. In Holly 
Grove, AmeriCorps workers have 
assisted local plannirig . commit­
tees. worked with the fire depart-

ment to bring the department up 
to standards, worked in bringing" 
together local churches for com­
munity functions, and have 
worked towards securing fund­
ing for projects. Jana Coleman 
related that she had worked with 
Fargo for the city to install street 
lights and in securing regular 
garbage pickup. 

In other areas, the work of 
AmeriCorps varies greatly. Debra 
Carmen of the Central Arkansas 
RC and D Council has been work­
ing with a pellet stove project 
which involves cooking with pel­
lets mad_e from compacted saw­
dust. She has also worked with 
finding markets for poultry lit­
ter, and installing dry hydrants 
in rural areas. Loyda . Stith of 
Batesville has been working on 
recycling projects-and educating 
land owners about the value of 
wetlands. Harrison Locke of 
Fargo has been working with . 
marketing of alternative crops 
and supervising ASU students 
learning about vegetable· crops. 
Vivian Jones of North Little Rock 
has been working with an adoles­
cent development program tar­
geted towards the Af rican-Ameri -
can male. • 

Director Joel Berg commented 
that the various works of 
AmeriCorps model the ;'national 
service" priority of President Bill 

Clinton. Berg stated that 
AmeriCorps is the way to change • 
America through "local residents 
and empowering local communi­
ties to change themselves." Ap­
proximately 20,000 A:meriCorps 
workers are at work across the 
nation. The program provides for 
cost of living expensea·.and pro­
vides payment for higher educa­
tion. Berg calla the program the · 
"G. I. biH without the GA.'I Berg 
commended the work of the 
AmeriCorps members present. 

Following the meeting, the 
AmeriCorps members hosted . a 
reception for all in attend~nce. 

The Brinkley Argus 
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LOCAL NEWS/ WEATHER/ ED ITO RIAL PAGES 

Central Los Angeles 

HUNGER CONFERENCE: The question posed to a 
group of 500 high school students Wednesday morning 
resonated of John F. Kennedy's famed 1961 rallying 

call to lhe American public. 
"What are you going to do to make America make 

good on its promises?" asked Joel Berg, director of 
national servic~ for the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

Berg was the keynote speaker at an anti-hunger 
conference at the Wilshire United Methodist Church in 
the Wllst,lre district, sponsored by the Interfaith . 
Hunger Council and Americorps, President Clinton's 
natio~al service program. 

The Youth Anti-Hunger Conference drew students 
from across Los Angeles, offering education about 
hunger and how they can make a difference by 
volunteering through programs like Americorps. 

"[The conference] helps young people think they 
can do significant things in their community," .;aid 
Carolyn Olney, associate director of the coalition. 

After Berg's remarks, the youngsters split into 
groups for workshops. Americorps members in the 
community gardening program demonstrated how to 
gro:,v plants such as Swiss chard and watermelon. 

April Drayton, 16, who is a student at Crenshaw 
High, said she was especially moved by a discussion 
billed as "It Could Happen to You." April said she has 
considered running away in the past, and now knows 
that there are alternatives to "the streets," such as 
teen shelters. 

LOS ANGELES TIMES 

SECTION 

[ID 
' ' 
THURSDAY 

"MAY 2, 1996 



PAGE 18 PETALUMA WEEKLY NEWS JULY 27, 1994 

Soil Conservation 
Service Seeks Local 
Applicants for Jobs 

A unique one-year educa­
tional opportunity, doubling 
as a resume-friendly, high­
profile work experience, is 
being offered by the Marin 
and Sonoma Branch of the 
Soil Conservation Service 
(SCS), but interested appli-

cants will have to act fast. 
The deadline for applica­

tions is August 5. 
As a part of President Clin­

ton's national service pro­
gram, called AmeriCorps, five 
local conservationist positions 
have opened t1p, each offering 
a one-year stipend of $12,000, 
plus an additional $4,725 to 
assist in paying off of any stu­
dent loans recently incurred 
or about to incur. 

"AmeriCorps has been de­
scribed as the domestic equiv­
alent to the Peace Corps," said 
Richard King, District Conser­
vationist at the Santa Rosa of­
fice of the Soil Conservation 
Service. 

Working out of SCS' Santa 
Rosa and Petaluma offices, se­
lected participants will assist 
with such projects as salmon 
and fisheries recovery and wa­
tershed renewal. 

A major project for the 
Petaluma office is to assist 
local dairies in manure man­
agement to protect water 
sources from contamination 
and to help farmers determine 
the proper amounts of fertil­
ization required to avoid cont­
aminating the ground water. 

"I see it as a potential 
win/win situation for folks 
who tnay be coming out of 
school and don't really have a 

firm job opportunity right off 
the graduation track," said 
King. "It provides an opportu­
nity to gain experience· and 
contacts, as well ·as pay off 
some loans." • 

For more information or to 
receive ~n application, call 
Lisa Woo Shanks at 794-1242 
or Richard King at 575-1409 
or call the toll free national 
USDA AmeriCorps hotline at 
1-800-880-4183. 



PETALUMA ARGUS-COURIER, Petaluma CA, Tuesday, July 12, 1994 

Farm agency ·-.scs is seeking five participants 
to work out of the Petaluma and 

seeks participants Santa R?sa fiel~ offices. _They w_ill 
assist with on-site technical assis­
tance to land users and complete 
resource inventories for water 

The Marin and Sonoma branch 
of the Soil Conservation Service is 
seeking North Bay residents who 
are interested in performing volun- quality improvement, saunon ana 
teer work in exchange for pay- fisheries recovery, conservation 
ments toward higher education. and similar work. Applicants 

The opportunity is the result . of should have a background in 
the agency being chosen to par- agricultural engineering, soil con­
ticipate in AmeriCorps, President servation, range conservation or 
Clinton• s national service . biology. They must be United 
program. • States citi.::ens, age 17 or older. 

"The program will not only _set I The year-long, full-time 
up the doors to further education program will pay participants a 

• for local residents, it will give new stipend of $12,000 and an educa­
life to the important and useful tional award of $4,725. 

1 work that the Soil Conservation To apply . or obtain more infor-
Service provides here in the North mation, calf Lisa V{oo Sharlks at 
Bay," said Rep. ·Lynn W~lsey, 794-1242 or Richard King at 
D-Petaluma. "I encourage mter- 575-1409 or USDA AmeriCorps at 
ested residents to take advantage 1-800-880-4183. Applications -are 
of this educational opportunity." due by Aug. 5 



~Y\ c;yr\_C\.. t-1\.~ fu m kJ ~ 

August 1994 
SCS Seeks Locals for Paid National 
Service Positions 

Representative Lynn Woolsey announced 
tod ay that the Marin and Sonoma branch of the 
Soil Conservation Service (SCS) is seeking 
North Bay res idents who are interested in 
performing vo luntee r work for SCS in ex­
change for payments towards higher educa­
ti on. The unique educational opportun ity is 
th e result o f SCS being chosen to participate 
in A 111 eriCorps - Pres ident Clinton 's national 
se rvice progra m. 

"This program will not only open the doors 
rn further cdu ca rion for local residents, it will 
give new life to the important and useful work 
that the Soil Conservation Service provides 
here in the North Bay," said Woolsey, who 
played an instrumental role in shaping the na­
ti onal service program as a member of the 
I louse Education and Labor Committee. "I 
encourage interested residents to take advan­
tage of thi s exciting educational opportunity." 

SCS is seeking five participants to work out 

of the Petaluma and Santa Rosa field offices. 
They will assist with onsite technical assistance 
to landowners and complete resource inven­
tories for water quality improvement, salmon 
and fisheries recovery, conservation, and 
similar work. Applicants should have a back­
ground in Agricultural Engineering, Soil 
Conservation, Range Conservation, or Biol­
ogy. They must be U.S . citizens age 19 or 
older. There is no maximum or minimum 
family income required to apply. 

The year-long, full-time program will pro-· 
vide participants with a stipend of $12,000, an 
educational award of $4,725, health insurance 
and child care . 

To apply or obtain more information, call 
Lisa Woo Shanks at (707) 794-1242 or Rich­
ard King at (707) 575-1409 or the toll-free 
national USDA AmeriCorps hot line at 1-
800-880-4183. Applications will be ac­
cepted until August 5th. • 
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Phyllis Bartley 
Executive Director 

The Farm Bureau Board of Directors voted Agronomist, Geologist, Forestry, Environmen­
to do a Resolution of Commendation for Char- tal Studies, or Agricultural Engineer. Educa­
lie Barboni for his outstanding exhibits at the lion and/or experience will be looked at. Good 
Marin County Fau:, this _year. , A_ copy ,of.that ... . ;echaj~~-~d.comrn~~ication skills nC!!ded. 
Resolution is published in this ilewsletter;,(·A''.-~:f:(P¥ti~ip!l:Dti yiilll>e:.w~g field positions 
copy was hand delivered to the Board of Super- • ,to__provi4e .6nsite tei,:hriical assistance· to land 
visors and one mailed to the Parks, Open Space users . or co'mpleting resource inventories for 
& Cultural Events Department. water quality improvement, salmon and fisher-

We received a job announcement that may ies recovery, conservation, and similar work. 
be of interest to young people. AMER- Call l-800-880-4183 for application. Return 
IC')RPS has 5 positions available, 2 in completed application to: Lisa Woo Shanks, 
Petaluma, 2 in Santa Rosa and I in Ukiah. Soil Conservation Service, 1301 Redwood 
The position earns a $12,000 stipend for 1700 Way, Suite 170, Petaluma, CA 94954 or call 
hours of service, $4,725 education award, (707) 794-1242. 
health insurance and child care. Tenn of em- Good News, Marin County Fann Bureau 
ployment is one year, full-time, Monday voting members, the Sonoma County Grange 
through Friday. You must be a U.S. citizen and Credit Union has received permission from the 
age 17 or older. Professional disciplines Department of C.orporations to open up their 
needed: Soil Conservationist, Resource Con- field of membership to you. Watch for more 
servationist, Range Conservationist, Biologist. information soon. • 
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215 EMPLOYMENT 
OFFERS 

conservation workers 

AmeriCorns 
Natural Resources, ifg Engineer• 
Ing, Bio logy, or Environmental 
Studies college grads. Position■ 
with AmerlCorps - President Clln• 

:~i:t~i~~~~-~rt~"o9.:a.CW~::'ti 
lo Improve weleraheda through 
conserv•tlon practices. 
S12,000 for 1700 hours of aer• 
vice, plus $4 750 educational 
award, h&Allh Ins. & child care. 
F[T, M-F. Must be US citizen. 
Call for AmerlCorps application & 
send w/resume due 8/3 to: US 
Dept. ol Agriculture. Soff ConHr• 
vatlon Service. 1301 Redwood 
Way, Ste. 170, Petaluma. CA 
94954. (707)79~ -1242. EOE 

TH~ PIIISS DEMOCRAT, MOfiDAY,AUGUIT 1, 1894 

oonI-,vat1on _;,;;rker■ ' . 

AmeriCorns • 
Natural Reoourcea, ifg Engineer• 
~- Blolooy, or Environmental 
StudlH college grad■. PoIltton1 
with AmerlCorp■ • Pre■ldent Clln­
ton ' ■ National Service Program, 
In Petaluma, Santa Rosa & Ukiah 
to Improve watershed■ lhrouoh 
conservation practices. 
$12,000 for 1700 houra of ser­
vice, plus $4750 educational 
award. health Ina. & child care. 
F/T, M-F. Must be US cttlzen. 
Call for AmerlCorps application & 
■end w/resume due 8/3 to: US 
Dept. of Agriculture. SoH Conser­
vation Service, 1301 RadwOOd 
Way, Sta. 170, Petaluma, CA 
94954. (707)794-1242. EOE 
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NEWS FROM 
Congresswoman 

LYNN WOOLSEY 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASEi 
September 15, 1994 

California, 6th District 

FOR INFORMATION CO~"TACT: 
Patrick Kowalczyk 202/225-5161 

LOCAL AMERICORPS l\1EMBERS START WORK 

GLEN ELLEN - Representative Lynn Woolsey CD-Petaluma), who played an instrumental 
role in shaping AmeriCorps as a member of the House Education and I..a.bor Committee. 
praised local AmeriCorps members who began performing community service this week in 
exchange for educational grants . 

"Not only bas AmeriCorps opened the door to higher education for Sonoma County 
residents, it has given new life to meaningful new programs in our communities that ha.Ye 
been neglected for too long,'' said Woolsey. 

Several AmeriCorps members working with the local branch of the Soil Conservation Service 
(SCS) met with Woolsey today and toured a work site at the Atwood Ranch in Glen Ellen. 
The members will be working on a variety of water quality improvement projects throughout 
Sonoma County. Members meeting with Woolsey today included Nancy Scolari, Mike 
Jensen, Julie Maggi, and Colin Close. 

"We 'll get a lot of conservation work done in Sonoma County thanks to the AmeriCorps 
members who will be working with us ," said Lisa Woo Shanks of the Soil Conservation 
Service in Petaluma. 

15,000 Americans were sworn into the AmeriCorps on Monday in ceremonies across the 
nation. The year-long, full-time program will provide the local participants with a stipend of 
$12_,000 and an educational award of $4725 . 

Woolsey also noted that a coalition of 18 non-profit agencies in Sonoma County, known as 
the Sonoma Project, will be bringing on 27 AmeriCorps members who will work in a variety 
of fields such as education, public safety, the environment, and health and human services. 

### 
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Ready to help 
.. .. . 

USMMetlCarpsdir■eic.-Pa.MJone3allcwlaia,c,,.1_,.,., 
an a - pa:■d n pwtoladl-,ill■s~ 11'• Wc-.OWol 
...,_ pqoda lo """'9or1 - SL Clar coi.nlle-.. Ttut, 
........ fel) COllpriSing ...... , AnleotCorP$ dasl ....... 
aalllol ........ a.1-.,a-ac.-..i!MMsea.ato l ,7CO 
h0ursol 001t111•...,-.ic...-t,1 Mll': yem. 

30 tak~ oath to become.first_ AmetiCorps volunteers 
SU,ry and Photo• 
If NAT WILLIAMS 

vlllan velunleer cocp& to make & dill•rence co1U1tl<ls. One tu.:ra will cona■t ot 10 WOl'II· Yery COlftJllil1ed to U..lr IIKOUS." Joau 
.ta ru.ral and n-.etropo!Jtan area, au-c...• I.he or■ wllo wW kelp restc>re natural &NU ■aid. • 
UAlledSlaleo . dunaged by lffl and 1191 floodln.C- Tiu s · 
P . oth&t:IO•..-illworkonproJectlllntllei:anSt. ke adlkd that U.S. S..c:relary or 

E · e.ula Joa.e•. who llead ■ up l!le Law/J.ldro &nes ..,_&till& 'lr&calll and .AI<k11llure ~ 11:11~ la • lltrool' _. 
AST ST. LOUIS. ru. - Am•riCoq:., AmertC«iJ4 p -og:-am natloAally tor the Son .ibaondo:lod rutdenU&I loCa &lid s,lantlDi' ~ ot ~ A.laD b&dJIII' UN 

PraldeZll ~ ·• dome■tk -.er.non at. I.be Ccasen<auon su,,l<:e, lokl ofNcl■ll galh- ""l'•l&tlon tobu.utlb'tll&&n&L progmm la SCS dtW Paul .,.,..._,_ J91ul. 
Pea~ COClU, Lt oft and tullfllnl' In IDJnols. e.,-.,.f hen, that they WON wJ[J;e,smg • Ills- s - a.ad hi.II "1le &re , ·eleran Paac• Corpt 
And the O.S. Department ol Ag:rlcallun LI a lark oa:u,oo. am I ot th<! lots will bac«M llrban ... .1w11 ..... 
b li; part ol It. "line .. .., .are, on!J Oll<! year later, ar.d Ute .-eg.table gar~ and communloty parb. AJ1MrlCe?pa Ill dalaned to malle • dlt-

Tl.1 rty volm>Ceers wero s,.om In II.ore re- dr<o&m ha.J b,eame a rea!l<.y," Jonu ..ald. aca>c'dlnf toOon Wallace, proJect dlrec1«. - teruu III tJone AftU: aJLlt.l'xmaoer, nan) 
cen\ly dur-lrls a. kk:koff ceremor,y hold at "A1nu!Coq,., bas been Ii Ytr)' "peclal proJ- 1'.ha ~• 81. Lout■ Proe-r&• 11 ltetnc ep9r. dnekpmat. &nil pabllc lan:ls Uld ea. 
Stal<! Comm1111Uy Colle~. They were am- ect tor a Jot of us. nus lo a ver; ltl&lorkal aled by USO.A In can~• w11h Slate yJroJLmeDt. Jooet ex,uJned. Tbe prograa 
oog'.14$ who a,pUed lo be to u.e !lest E'J"'ICIP- mornel!ll.'' Comnwttlty Colle~e. hu the )IOtential lo b:11paet UloR 1r. nnJ u 

ln Sept.elllber 1193 CU..lon ■Jped Into la"' 'l'be 30 volu1llen• wlU comprise Lwo SollA■on •Jd ltu.l lhe real wort "1!1 beg1ll wllll&a ...tropo-.., &ff&■ . 
-~,_....:::the bl.I aull:orlallll{ the et1&ctmenl o< a !',,_ . teUlll w<1Tltlnlr 1n .SI. Clair and . :.\Cadlson._,orulcLS.. ____ __ ___ ---- .. . - ·• - --•-
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AmeriCorps begins· projects in Erie County 
By BOB BUYER 
,Nm Sta/I R~port,r 

i A resident of the Allegany Indi­
an .: Reaervatlon and four Erie 
Coul'lty re1ldent1 today will begin 
work in the East Aurora office of 
the.. E.rie County Soll & Water 
Conservation District as Ameri­
Corps volunteers assigned to pro­
~idc service to the nation. 

rnony. The five will work under communities. Our Baat Aurora 
the direotion of John R. Whitney, based project is one of a half-doz• 
the U.S. Soll Conservation· Ser· ·en in New York, but the only arls­
vice't district conservationist. ina from the U.S. Department of 

Their task will be to auemble Agriculture." 
and make available tor euy use by The five, selected from 56 ap• 
contractors and local government plicants, are: 
agencies information about the O • J h 37 s b 
soils •nd other environmental con~ emae O n, • team ura, 

currently a student at Hukell Col· 
ditlona around Erie County. lege in Xa,isat, a colleae for Na· 

"They also will uslst In other tive Americans. 
All five are arnon1 the 800 conservation projects," Whitney Mellssa Brice, 22

1
, Willlamsvllle, • 

sworn into service Monday by saict. "Tbll ls not a make work or who holds a science degrte .from 
President Clinton, who appeared a job training project. It's a pro- the state Colleae of Environmental l 
via a satellite hook-up in a cere- • &ram to provide service_to_ loca_l__ Science at Syracuac. 

c.Od 

Uta Matth!ea, 22, Alden, who : 
ha1 a degree in environmental ge• 
ology from Alfred Unlveralty. • 

Michael Oansemi, 25, Ham• 
bura, who i• complating 1tudles at 
the Univcr1ity at Buffalo for a 
muter'&: degree in aeosraphlcal In-
formation syatems. , 
. • Bet1y Vuquei, 30, Lancaater; • 
who . hu a degree in environmental 
·sc1~ncc • from l{.utaera University, 
' The volunteers wlll be paid 

• $12,000 for work performed OYer 
1,700 • boun an~ on completion 
will receive a $4, 725 federal educa­
tion voucher. The East Aurora 
AmeriCorpa project la funded by 
the federal Corporation for Na· 
tlonal Conservation Service. 

Another · 1tate backed Amer!• 
Col'{'• program ·has begun func­
tioning In West Seneca, but its 
function Is' aimed at assist\ng a 
dozen young people, 

B-9i -5o 
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Arn'CTiCarps program is effective 
~ : • :- t r , . ; • • , , - • ~ - • ~ - : ·•• 

A tter rudtng Senator Charles .Am.erl(',011)6 because rm~ duty 24 ·: Unlike rruu,y other expenstv .... bu­
Gras&ley's essy, "Why Amtrl- hooN a'ctay, seven din• week). anrl reaucratic 'government programs., 
Corpt . Prognun - ls Flawed" my $725 tduC3tion&l award are too · : AmeriCorpe wil! ~ve an impact on 

(Nov. -4), l. as an AmeriCorpe VlST~ machfm:~M>--60houna1mek1~:,.,. numylowamnum.mltle:5.. F'orex.ample. 
woold lib to respond with why Gras&-- . ~to~~ societal~ • .. one of Iowa's AulcriCorp11 pr-Qlect.5 i8 a 
lcyifl fla~ -. :, .·• . . . . ·.·, Ju ror.bein& int.flldent, yoo.-can't:, .... joint eff.ort among 16 of Iowz':11 col• 

I cal~ Gnssley'11 office tn ruoctlS3 quote Rolllng St.me mag.wne's look at . Ieces and wnverslti-. Studenus will 
his ~ and to invite him to spen,t _a • <lN prQfect, in oot Stale and think it is ~ llS8l5t rural 100 urban arem by provld­
day with ma and tee what AmerlCorpe , 1IC:C!Jtat.c and the nonn.. , tng ~ care for famill.e9 with dba­
VIST Aa do. Kia ~pti~ said he • ., And u far bein& bureeucratic. It is bltd chi1dreli, aftH--school int.erven­
oo.ly stops m hM Des _KorniN ~ to no IDDff so U\4ll anyothff-~nent. . 'tion projvuns amJ a. mP.nf.or program 
say N. but she pnDliaed to ~ the job or progrtllL The political rallying . for senior_ d.then11 and youth. Tb~ 
ltle"A8,te • . 1... . As _disturbing. A&. orieuta~(QI it wu. prognt..lQI are just a smatr part of what 

Grme:r ~ that AmeriC',Ol'fl' u drilled •1nt.o OW' ~ that · 1t.l11r no ~ will provide to Iowa coro­
too _ COldY, ~:ieilllt and~ ~ Wffls ~ ta be poUtfcal muruties.. 
ic. He says that it b poliUcal, noting &n u members o! AmenCotpa. 'Orie prQj- - -
AmerlCotpl prqject tn Los AIIKelets ect. looted 10 state, away; broke a Fmanci.al aid fo COl.lcge IS bccof"'Jng 
that rallied.,c&nst. a pieoi, ot leabla- rul4f.. Why rondemn the~ or ~111:.Jreof a loan system than gr.wt fund 
t10ll. ~ then brought hi, ~st to- others that ~ tbelr lives :'m that Ing. 
~ b,- quotin& ~ fin.dinS5 from ~~live a litde ~ C'-0lli-g,: students ;u-e leaving hlg,hcr 
HoUingStane mag&zlnfl .,,___ botto "-- . •L-- I .......__ educati.u11 with more debt than any l ••- "----'~ do his llOIDewnric .HII!' Ill uuo:- IS uua; .,...,.., ' ~ Th 
a ~;J'a.Lly ~ the po-.- ~ ol w_:tuat_~ th.ina, ~ other generation. l'\ progn.m pro-
- .. ·---·, -..__. ~ ot ,\ineriCorpe., our country 15 Yl'-'m fundiugfor col.le# srudents:'~ 
~ ~, _... - .---.,. ~~ place. 'W'lPlJ as woric on many needed oomrnu-
1"Jfflf!ll .and ~ mar&1 values t.O a bener nity programs. 

!;~~~~~ tt)(J Fletlr, ;;:I ~""::'i 
ooe. ·aJloliret~ to have a job outsidr. Da Mobta. 
···, , , •, 'A, 
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In the Fields, 
City Dwellers Farm 

for Neighbors 

Vegetables Raised by Homeless 
Sold at Prices the Poor· Can Afford 

By Pat Durkin 
Special to The Washington Post 

hilly field in a rural stretch of eastern Prince 
George's County might seem like an unlikely 
gathering place for homeless people from the 

District. 
• Yet every Wednesday and Saturday since early summer, 

a van has dropped off about a dozen shelter residents to 
work among the rows of lush tomato plants, tall corn, 
green beans and summer squash in Upper Marlboro. 

"It helps my spirit. When I'm not looking for a job, I'm 
out here," said Leon Quenn, 26, hoe in hand one recent 
Saturday. Only weeks beforehand, Quenn, now a robust, 
clean-shaven regular on the van, had been plucked off a 
downtown street, too sick and dehydrated to walk. 

But there's more going on in this four-acre field than 
the escape of a few men from a hard life on the pavement. 

This is the production end of From the Ground Up, an 

elaborate new enterprise aimed at helping the area's 
hungry get off the dole-and eat more nutritious food. 

The harvest from this donated plot will wind up at four 
fresh produce stands set up by From the Ground Up, and 
the vegetables will be sold at discount prices in several 
poor neighborhoods in the District and Capitol Heights. 

When okra was selling for $2.99 a pound and yellow 
squash for 99 cents a pound at Safeway two weeks ago, 
the stands were selling both for 50 cents a pound. 

The farm operation is run by volunteers who go to the 
Central Mission and Martin Luther King Jr. shelters 
asking for help and then work beside the recruits in the 
organic fields . 

~, stands are staffed by neighborhood residents, who 
IOu Ke all the decisions about where the produce outlets are 
located, when they will be open and ho_w much they will 
charge . The idea is eventually to turn the project into a 
self-sustaining fresh food business that will provide 
expanded outlets for local farmers; training in organic 
gardening for homeless people; and jobs, healthy food and 
a sense of purpose for some of the area's neediest 
residents. 

Behind it all is a powerful alliance of church and relief 
See PRODUCE, Page 5, Col 1 



losallnd Green, left, and Elaln ush set up a vegetable stand In the Carver Terrace housing complex In Northeast. The produce Is from a farm in Upper Marlb rn t hat i tend 
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Lower Prices for Vegetables 

Can Mean Better Diet for Poor 
PRODUCE, From Page I 

groups, Georgetown University 
students and the Capital Area Com­
munity Food Bank, which formed a 
year ago in search of new ways to 
help the area's hungry. 

High retail prices put fresh veg­
etables beyond the means of many 
low-income seniors and single par­
ents. Food bank officials said that 
more than 18 percent of D.C. fam­
ilies with children under age 12 fall 
into this category. A diet low in the 
vitamins contained in fresh vege­
tables is considered a leading cause 
of anemia, frequent headaches, un­
wanted weight loss and colds. 

"Most of us can't afford what 
Safeway charges for vegetables. 
Some of the people can't even af­
ford the bus fare to get" to the su­
permarket, said Mary Brown, a pro­
duce stand clerk who lives in Carv­
er Terrace, a sprawling low-income 
housing complex in Northeast. 

"The key word is affordable," said 
Greg · Sandor, the project's coordi­
nator from the Capital Area Com­
munfu Food Bank. With donated · 
land and labor to grow the vegeta- • 
hies, the stands are able to charge 
at least 10 percent to 40 percent 
belo'Y market prices. 

In general, Sandor and others 
looked to community group leaders 
to staff the stands. Brown, working 
with three other neighborhood wo­
men, decided to position her stand 
on a grassy patch near the bus stop, 
where Carver Terrace residents 
couldn't miss it. On opening day a 
few weeks ago, the women got up 
before dawn to set up the bright 
blue and white canopy, make signs, 
stack the corn and fill the display 
boxes "'ith okra, string beans and 
tomatoes. 

Not much happened until the 
noon bus arrived and discharged 
several dozen people. Several wan­
dered over and realized what bar­
gains lay before them, and business 
took off. In a matter of hours, the 
stand polished off $150 in sales. 

"Not bad for a start," Sandor said. 
A man in a green uniform bought 

a box of string beans. A gray-haired 
woman reached for a bundle of 

FARM STAND 
. LOCATIONS 

• ■ Carver Terrace 
1112 21st St. NE 
Hours: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday; 8 a.m. to 1 p.m . 
Saturday 

■ Ward 8 Youth Stand 
1008 Varney St. SE 
Hours: 8 a.m . to 1 p.m. 
Saturday 

■ Edgewood Terrace 
24~2 Fourth St. NE 
Hours: 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday 

■ Walker Mill Community 
6974 Walker Mill Rd. 
Capitol Heights 

, Hours: 8 a.m. to 1 p.m . 
Wednesday; 8 a.m . to 1 
p.m. Saturday 

okr_a. Two mothers pushing stroll­
ers bought squash and tomatoes. 

Eldred Dacus, a painter, selected 
one of the fat watermelons spread 
out on the grass. 'Td pay twice this 
at the market," he said, a smile con-
suming his face. • 

From the Ground Up is the most 
complex project the food bank has 
taken on, said associate director 
Brian Smith. In the past, the group 
primarily has been involved in 
warehousing excess food for distri­
bution to nonprofit groups that fun­
nel it to the hungry. 

"This goes way beyond nutri­
tion," Smith said. "This is about get­
ting back to the earth, environment, 
bringing together rich and poor." 

The project has a few role mod­
els. Similar projects have sprung up 
in San Francisco, Los Angeles and 
Philadelphia; the most successful is 
a five-year-old program in Boston 
that recently purchased a 60-acre 
farm to supply its 15 produce 
stands. 

..... t· -·:• - 1 1 
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The short history of From the 
Ground Up illustrates that a good 
idea will attract eager participants. 
Already it has drawn help and fund­
ing from businesses, student volun­
teers, the federal government an·d 
even conservation groups, who 
pulled together in time for a s1,1I11-
mer launch. 

"Everybody loves the idea an..d 
wants to help. It 's the most exciting 
thing I've ever done," Sandor said. 

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
lent the four-acre field, part of its 
experimental farm in Upper Marl­
boro, and the expertise of its mas­
ter farmer. Citibank ran accounting 
classes for farm starid managers. 
Giant Food donated display boxes 
and grocery bags. Student volun­
teers from Georgetown University 
helped with a myriad of non-tech­
nical tasks. 

The Department of Agriculture 
expedited the project's application 
to accept food stamps at the pro­
duce stands. "It's the kind of thing 
we encourage," said John Wingo, an ' 
official at the regional office in Al­
exandria. · • 

The Maryland Food Committee 
supplied $15,000 to pay field work­
ers and farm stand helpers until the 
program becomes self-supporting. 
Homeless and low-income workers 
earn $3.50 an hour for half of their 
hours. For the other half, they are 
paid in vegetables. 

Countless other organizations 
and individuals have donated the 
money needed to buy tools, seed 
and organic fertilizers. Several 
downtown restaurants have in­
quired about buying leftovers and 
featuring the project's organically 
grown food on their menus. Several 
city eateries already have pur­
chased potatoes from the project. 

On days when the fieldwork is 
being done, almost anyone, from 
business executives to retired farm­
ers who have heard· about the pro­
ject, is likely to show up to work 
alongside the homeless people. Fre­
quently, more than 30 people work 
together in the hot sun, mulching, 
harvesting or hacking weeds. 

I . 



James McKnight, pastor of Chil­
dren of Light Christian Church in 
Landover, comes twice a week, on 
Wednesdays with his three young 
sons and on Saturdays with his 
church's youth group. 

The lesson is community service, 
he said. "The boys need a role mod­
el, and I'm that." · 

Junior Freeman-Williams, a for­
mer farm worker from North Car­
olina turned hotel housekeeper, said 
that the work helps him reconnect 
with his lifestyle as a child and that 
he enjoys bringing city youngsters 
with him to the field. 

"A little work in the field is much 

better _for thein than playing in the 
street," said . Freeman-Williams, 
who was homeless himself for a 
while eight months ago after he lost 
his job. 

Perhaps the most popular time in 
the field is the 10 a.m. break. Ev­
eryone· gathers'. around a picnic ta­
ble under the trees to have a snack 
and talk about themselves. The life 
stories have included heartbreaking 
accounts of layoffs, drug addictions 
and life in the gutter. 

"The land breaks down barriers," 
Sandor said. "Around this table, 
people who live in the city's war 
zones come alive for people from 
the suburbs." 

Worker Wayne WIiliams, left, and Greg Sandor, project coordinator, pause at their labors. 



From the Ground Up 
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"These guys. who don' t know 11·here 
their nex t mea l is coming from. arc out 
here volunteering because they want to 
give somethin g back to the community. It 
gives them new :icccss 10 the communit y 
and a chance 10 contribu te. For some. it 's 
the on ly po itivc thing they have in their 
lives. Lawyers would ncl'cr ord inari l y 
mingle with homelc ·s men. bu t that's what 
happens here in the fi elds." said Mu ldin. 

Involving Entire Communities 
in Soluti ons to Hunger 

On a hot summer morning . on the 
outskirts of Wa shing ton. community 
activist Mrs. EI:i ine Bush arranged rows of 
cucumbers bet wee n ba gs o f gree n beans 

Healthy Changes in 
Low-Income Diets 

Mrs. Bush sa id many of her orig inal 
customers arc senior citi zens. bu t as the 
commun it y became more aw:ire o f the farm 
stand and saw how reason:iblc the prices 
arc. they "rea ll y c:1me around ... A t her 
Lrngston/Carl'cr community f:irm stand and 
others se ll ing From the Ground Up produce. 
food stamps a.re :icccptcd and customers :ire 
informed th :11 ··mo t of the food is locally 
grown. cont ains no chemica ls. and is below 
super m:irket prices .·· 

After hearing abou t From the Ground Up 
th rough SDA offi cial · . Mrs. Bush has 
rea ll y go11 cn behind it. She sees i t as not 
only :i source of affordable produce for low­
income peopl e but a way to brin g communi ­

ties together and show -------------::-----;,::----..---, 
people the poss ibilities 

.. 
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of gelling involved. 
Willie Hill is an 

example of what Mrs. 
r---...,;,~ Bush means. Hill. w:i 

recently laid-off and 
wa iting for a cal l back to 
his j ob when he saw 
people working at the 
farm stand from his 
apartm ent window. He 
came out to investi gaie 
and has been involved as 
a volun teer for about a 
month and a half. 
making igns. unloading 
produce. and doing 
11·ha1ever else he can to 
help 

lv1r . Bush not onl y 
se lls low-cost produce. 
he dispe nses a wealth of 

informati on about 
hea lthy eating . Custom­With support from ,·o /11111cns liJ.c \\'illic H ill. F ro/// the Cro1111d Up 

i ers rccei ve Ii terat ure on brings n111rifi() 11.,. Im,·- , 0.,1 Jl r od11 r e In /()1 ,·-incnmc 11rha11 ncighhnrhoo, s. 

and con tainers of sliced 11·:11cnnclon whi le 
chatting with 111·0 senior c iti zens. Sam mie 
Hairston and John A. Hall . Jr.. regu lars at 
her From the Ground l 'p farm st:111 cl. 
Hair. ton and Hall arpI\'L i:llc the fresh 
produce and 1011 rr i,-L'' :111d the co 111·c­
nic11 ce. The~· can ~L' I frc,h produc..: in the 
arc-a. but on!~- :11'1n :1 h:ilf-mik 11·alk :me! 
two bus transfer~. ihL' ll :1 rc 1urn 1rip laden 
with produce. For ~L·n i,,r ci 1i 1..:1i-; during 
the height of ,umml' r. 11·, 11 01 only 
inco11vcnirn 1. it', :1 p, 11c111i:tl hc:tlt h risk. 
Now they !:!Cl nt11rit1 ('ll' J'Hlducc ri gh t in 
their ncighhorh ll()d . 

nutri ti on and health with 
c1·ery purchase. 

"\\'c 11·a111 to change the ea tin g habits of 
thi s comm unit y. \\ 'c\·c got people dying of 
hcan a11acks and strokes JI age 40 because 
they do11·1 ca t hc~1l1hy f ct · . and mothers 
:ind babi..:s ,, ho need to s1ar1 ea tin g 1hem 
now. ;-s:011· 11-e·,·c got hc~1lthy food ri ght 

• here 111 :t t people c:111 :ifford ... 
From Ihc Ground Up has se t off a chain 

r..::1cti o11 or commu11i 1y i111·olvc111c11 1 
re:Khing well beyond the f'ic lds o f Prince 
,cmgc, CPunt y. Bu h h:is \\'01'kcd with 

G 

Carl T yler of the ational A soc iation of 
eighborhoods who wan ts to get more 

young people involved wi1h From the 
Ground Up in different neighborhoods. 
They are in terested in building a more 
perm anen t stand in the Langston/Carver 
community and have looked into farmin g 
unused lot down the stree t from the farm 
stand . 

"These guys, who 
don't know where the, 

next meal is coming 
from, are volunteerinf 
because they want to 

give something back t 
the community." 

.. If people like Mrs. Bush get the 
re ource : · aid T yler. ··1hcy" ll change the 
community. That's the beaut y of From th( 
Ground Up. i t gets people involved in 
creating their own initiati ve _-· 

One of the mos t strikin g aspec ts of Fro1 
the Ground Up is the way that very differe 
people and organiza tions have contributed 
to it s succe s. When U SDA learned about 
the program they exped ited the process 
enabling the fam1 stands to accept food 
stamps. Now. accord ing to Sandor. more 
people need to come forward so From the 
Ground Up can really grow. espec iall y 
people wi th business and marketing skills. 

" I wish we had I 00 people like Mrs. 
Bush. She really knows how to in volve 
people and the effort is more sustain:ible 
when it 's managed locall y." said Sandor. 

A Program to Grow 
Across the State 

While the Mary land Food Comminee· s 
se l f-sufficiency grants program identifies 
grant rec ipient s based on what they can do 
to al lev iate hunger in M aryland . evaluatio1 
a.re also b:iscd on whether clements of thei 
progr:ims can be rcpli c::i tcd in different 
area · o f 1he ·1a1e. 

··From 1he Ground Up is ::in exc iting 
program becau se it ge ts so man y different 
people in voll'ed in crea ting 1hcir own 
solutions to hun ger. It in vo lves entire 
communities . lit erall y from the ground up. 
And. best or al l. it ·s :i se lf-sustaining 
bu siness that c:in be repli ca ted all across 11 
. tate:· s:i id Daphne Herlin g. self-s ufficient 
grant s coordinator for 1hc Maryland Food 
Commillcc. ■ 

F rom the Cr/111nd UJl i~ one <if Ji,·£' p rogram 

f unded b_,· Monlu11d Food Co111mi11ee ~l'if­
s11fficicnc_Y ir11111~ 1hi.1 n•,,r. 
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A Maryland Food Commil/ce self-sufficiency grant supports From the Ground Up . a community• 
based farming project that relics on support from dii ·erse ,·o!tmrcer groups to al/e, ·imc hunger in 
several different ll'G_YS. 

Maryland Food Committee 
Funds Effort to Fight Hunger 

'From the Ground Up' 

W
ith funding from a Maryland Food 
Committee ·elf-suffic iency grant and 

. land in Prince George: County 

donated by the Che apeake Ba y Foundation. 
the Capital Area Food Bank and a broad 
coalition of volunteer are hclpin!! to 
alleviate hunger in the Wa: hington. DC­
metro area. 

From the Ground U p. a community-based 
farming project led by Grc!! Sandor and Lee 
Muldin of the Capital Arca Food Bank. 
alleviate hunger in se \·eral different wa ys: 
by providing nutritious product.: to parti i ­
pants in exchange for work in the fie lds and 
at neighborhood produce s1:1nds: by making 
low-cost produce J\'Jilablt.: in neighborhoods 
where it otherwise wou ld 1101 Ix: read i ly 
available: and by pro\ iding employment ;rnd 
practical bu ine. training for p:1rticip:1nt s in 
this self-su tainin g bu · incss. 

Sandor credit l:1ryl ;111d Fo()d Commit-
tee support for heir ing the prngr:I111 succeed 
o rapidly . "There's no 411c,IInn. \\e 

wou ldn 't be where\\ t' :I rt' Ind:1~ \11tlm ut the 
support of the M aryl :md F()(1d (\1111mi tt cc." 
he said. 

On a typ ical day at the four-acre farm 
ite a mix of fi eld \l:orkers including 

individual volunteers from arnuent suburbs. 
congregants from lo al churches and 
homeless men recruited from area shelter. 
hoe. till. weed. water. and harve. t a variety 
of produce. Volunteers from chw·c he. and 
other groups record their hours and thei r 
organi z:11ions are reimbursed with produce. 
M any of the churchc • will scr\'e the 
produce their \'Olunteer earn at thei r soup 
kit chens. 

According to t-.luldin. ll'h0 wa: him se lf 
living in a shelter\\ hen he \'Oluntccrcd to 
work on the projec t. the chance 10 \'OlunIee r 
means :.i urea t deal 10 Ihe homeless men. 
B:ised on his lc.-idcr:hip and commitment to 
From the Ground lp. 1uldin has been 
named as: istan t director of the progr:Im. 

ince becoming ill\ olved with the rrogram 
l\luldin has 1110\·cd ouI of the ,helter and in 
January he wil l begi n studying :Igronomy al 
the L'11i\·cr,11y of \l:lryland . 
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p roviding .,halter, .. . support, . ilNllting , in 
moving Into permanent housing; anil rclat• 

_ eJ E-ecvices; environment,-~liminating envi• 
;onmental risks through educaUon,!9sting 

,,.,,.0 co,,,,,.,.1 ""•••- Md clunup. However, the .du tie, of the 
new teeNils are not limit.ed to only theM 1er• 

f ,..,romeot at~ lnaugvlol ceremony OS CUnlon Inducts tho fi1s l Arne1IC01p$ wc:,ulls. • vices. . .•.• ~r i;": ·_;\ • . ( . 
'- ~ John Pacis O., Seplcmber 12, 1994, the inaugural cere~o-
1,ltaff ~ ny w;a.s tck,:n,t 1l11n11);hout the 11ation via Mtellit..1 Clinton inducted 

' . . • • ' his first ri.'\" ruits 1111u 1\:neriC.orp.,_· .·,~j-. · '.. • ·/:: .:,, .. •. \ 
~ .Sef\'lce • · : • . , • ''.Service b _.,.,,.,., a \imple act.'il's .abo~.t. MCrilic:e f~~:~ : 'f'd. 

" . new _Nadoaal Pro~ram for Youths, dubb('i.l AmeriCorP1', goc" alxiut accomphshmenl fot. ,urMlve,. about ruchJni ~ut.. ,on. -~ to 
lalo~ W1th the inductwa of ii. flnt recNits, nnJ the concept.,, 1111· :,-,oU,er, ,i l><•ut ,,n ""' cho,ces gllthered '°''ther u a·coun~to.-ruch 

j,MW ~ llive, ri,e ~o Cal Poly'• ·coaiunitment to coaunupity . a~ro~~ .ill"'" Jivi.1-,,., l\"_4. abo'4l,)'O~~~~} • • • •· • 
~ :· ~•~·-- ··· - ·· • . ... . ,. __ ... ,, •• _... - __ ........ , •• ~ Wi h, \\ f ' t1n: a"· i..n.cilvidualfP'~~~• ,· • 

• ::,.;• 'Change' wu ~derfying.lheme in l'residenl Uill S. ,, vi, ,. 1, ,1 sp~rk to relwldle'the tplril'of·dt.'ffloetacy in an 
f0inlon'1 c:u11palgn for presidency .. 1n hi$ 1!192 cam- •I!',<' ,,1 ww.,rlaLl\ty,w . ,. ·,:~(-" • :;. • , :;;.1,J~-
,p&lcn. he· ~ the .--61ty for n:form in "Service is '""' rc.:cntly, Cal Poly Po~ WU aw~t4 .. &rant 
hlgtler educa&a and in the area of c:oaunw,ity su- r 11•m !he newly . fonned'll'AmerlCorps.'(''::',c;,all Poly 

• Yb. He a18o ~ Lhe impact of budget cuts 08V8f a l'union.i waa 1tlected1a,'one of-Cali.lonil,.a,'.a'p,P.ffii•r 
In higher educ.ation. Duri.ilg the 1992 presidential s1·mple act, r•n•;;tarns," said •' Gail'Dl°Sabatino?'thc~vmity'a 
campaign, Clinton challenged "young Allleric= , H<'<:tor of student ~f!>h~~ -,t~~~ . ~o~lt on 

i 1t1' · 1111,• ~tt',11'-1.~~ 

'°. NUOll-of 1ervict-/ saying he would guarnntee it's about I ln>j~~ts that will help¥' th!.P~~f.:~ '.com-
ewry American #who wants a college e.iucuti,," 111 u n1lics." Th' , .c:;a.l nPoly;-, pro~~~~bbed . 
dwll'lll!aN to obt&in one.• ln .an effort to bri.ilg reso- $0CrifiC8. . . l'< ,lyCorp:., is,an extcnajon o! AmerlCorps ~!:Will be 
lu,tlon to borh demands-<lize urgency for cumnu111ity 1•1 nviding surrounding commwuti., the nac.eu&fY ser• 
eervice and budget-affected education wilh soaring ,,,. ,-~ frurnCalPolystudent:1:· ,., , ··_ , •. , ,,,~-~- ~~,; <\ 
luilwn--Praidei,t Clinton Introduced hie N~ti<•nal l' rogram 1·, ,111 ' ' 'I'' will allow yow,g people to perform;·c;orrunw,lty 
for Youths. "'' rvu,· i11 1.-111111 i.,, an education&! awa.td at the condualon'of thei.r 
• According to the LA Times, ·the program. dul>hcd AmeriCurps, w;,s s.•rv .,.,. J "'' rud . St uJcnt1 commit . to 900 houn °of serv~ over lia' two­
approved by Congras lut year to allow youths to earn COlll.'gc tuition y,•M l"-' 11 ' .. , . 111 rduin they will rece1~,_,i ~uin~~-s,.:::-_,living" 
ot to pay off tuition loans by performing wmmunily ,..., vi.:I!." ,,Uow.11" •·. ,,,,., ,,t 1!11• end of their service&$~ ¢uc~.li~.award. The 
r-- hu approved S360 mil.lion to finance thi, initiative nn<l to lirM n., ·, 11 11s ' " 1·11lyCurps will be inducJ!IQ.,ln J•nuarv :·' '•.~ -t ~: . • --e,-- , , J• ' •. · , . ~ :-• • •.,1 tt.. ,.J'--' · ··• • lt1 ,, , · 

pay 20.000 AlllenclN in their eUorts to devote their ti.me to comm uni• ' Pl • ' • • • • • '· • 

AMERICORPs: Cllnton·s Plan for 
the Future 

• : continued from A 1 
• PolyCorp, hu thrl'I! components that 

.wiU concentrate on crime prevention, com· 
. munity re-developmcl\t, and the Hwn.in 
Corps Volw,teer Center. 

/\ conflict mediation component will 
addrns the lnuc of '1ime prevel\tion by 
work with at-r.i,,;k yout.h and providing lh.!111 
with skills, resources and activities to help 
Ndircct their tendencil'S to use violmce and 
other anti-social actions. .Workshops, a 

media campaign, and ..:omputcr mu ll, n><•dm 
prugrams will b~ developed 1> 1• llw 
AmeriCorps members who wlil ,,Is<, ,.,•rn· .,s 
mentors to community yO\.lth. 

A second component involve~,·'""""""" 
ty redevelopment i'.lfld will Sl'i.•k t" iJ1 1prov 1• 

low·ini:ome neighb,>rhoods thruu i;h r,•h,1bil­
itation and construction of affurd,,1, J,, hous• 
ing. Memben will be placed ,n ~•v,-, .,1 "' f .,\­
nizat ions in Los Angeles :i ncl t ,, ,11 ,v.p 
Coun1ies engaged u 1 neighborlw,• I ,·l,·.111 up 
days, fund-ra iser., assist wilh diild r .u-1•. j<>I., 
training. and olher un-going proi; r,1111•;. 

eo~~~ .~:. A~~~S,~~~f3 ._ 

(,,7 

p.001 



louih Service Corps 
Officials Prepare 
For Recruiting Blitz 
- - - ---- ------- ----------

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1993 

. -
The winning service groups will then pick the 

students who will work for them. Some students 
will go to work next swnmer, with the big kickoff in 
September. 

"One of our objectives is to create a national ethic 
of service," said Eli Segal, president of the Corpo-

Uy Mary ,Jordan ration for National and Community Service that 
W ,1,11111).!l •m 1'11._ I :-.1.111 \V11 l1 ·1 Co _ ____ _________________ _ oversees Ameri rps. 

Former 111ncr-ri ty gangsters ;rnd St;inford Uni - Congress approved $300 million for national ser-
vnsit y hunor students ;ire ;imong those expected to vice in 1994. The White House hopes funding will 
sign up in the 11ew ye;-ir for one of President Clin- escalate, and that likely will depend on whether the 
tl)n's rww progr;-irns: youths performing communi ty program's initial reviews are good. 
service to pay for college tuition. • According to Clinton, youths who "look like 

In Janu;-iry, radio and television advertisements America" will be selected. Most are expected to be 
arc to begin telling thous;inds of students how they between the ages of 17 and 25. Some will get in­
can enroll in AmeriCorps and get paid for work volved in environmental work, others in public safe­
r;inging from comfort ing AIDS patients to tutoring ty, education or health programs. 
prC'sr.hoolers. In addition to AmeriCorps, two smaller service 

In interviPws last week with AmeriCorps IP;idcrs, programs are part of the national se rvice corpora­
det ;,ils of one of Clinton's most vi sible c;impaign tion. One is the Civilian Community Corps (CCC). 
promises emerged for the first time All 20 000 of 
the students to be se lected next y~~r w·ll c· [ modeled after the popular 1930s program that gave 1 ;irn an f' I • bs bli k • h I $8,000 wage (roughly $4.25 • an hour), plus health ~ope JO on p~ c wor s proJects, sue as pant-
and child c;-i re benefits. If they successfully com- , mg trees and ~~g parks. . 
plc le the 12-month program the youth . 1•. -11 The CCC will mvolve 800 students, and all will be 

, s a so w1 h ed mili' ba F .1. get $-1. 72 5 in college or vocational scho I t •t· ous on tary ses. ormer ITU 1tary person-o ut 1011 or 1 .11 k . y h . . . . 
lo;in forgiveness. The government will write a ne. WI wor as mstructors. out s p~ttctpatmg m 
d1Pck to the school of their choice. this progra~ do not have to have a high school de-

Progrnm officials expert a blizza rd of applications gr~'Thandfwtll bewillselbeected a~ ~al_rly as Fdeb~uaryd. CCC 
fro111 studr-nts. Pven though the compensation will . e ocus on c1vt tan nee s. at .. 
1,,. 1·o 11 s1dPr;ihly Jowi·r I hc1ri proposa ls flo;itecl duriuo director Donald Scott. Students will work at cre­
Clin t1111 ·s ra inp:iigll . ·' ating green space in parks, tree-planting projects 

Till' rir~I ~tt·p 1~ 11 ex t munth 's media ra rnp;r ign, and erosion control," among other proJects. Scott 
wl11 ch will r11 clud1 • spot s on MTV. ;in effor t that pro- said. 
_l(r;rr11 officr;ils hope will help m;ikc /\meriCorps as The other part of the service corporation is 

II k VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) formed we 'now11 as tlw Peare Corps. In /\pri l and Ma y, 
nonprofit service groups such as Te;-idi for Amer- in 1964 and located a few blocks from the White 
ica. which brings recent college graduates intu House at 1100 Vermont Ave. NW. VlSTA's 3,400 
needy elcmc 11 t;-iry school cl;issrooms, will be selec t- volunteers will earn the same as AmeriCorps stu­
cd to participate. dents, and will do much the same kind of community 

work. 

ost 
By the end of this 111011 th , a toll-I ree hot I me (1 -

800-94-ACO RPS) will begin giving potential appli­
cants basic information about the AmeriCorps pro­
gram and help link students to specific programs in 
particular cities. 

Each Cabinet-level agency also will be eligible to 
apply for AmeriCorps funds. 

All states have or will set up a community service 
commission to help select and monitor the Ameri­
Corps programs. The commissions ;-i)so will help 
distribute the federn l funds. About $11 million in 
federal money has been set aside for the state com­
missions, and they are expected to get some local 
funding too. 

The nationa l office will cost an additional $ 14 
million a year to operate. How it fares in ii s first 
year is considered crucial for the eventual success 
of AmeriCorps. 

Some critics of the program say they worry i t will 
1 n9t attract middle- and upper-class students be­

cause the pay is so low. Others are concerned about 
Jjust the opposite, that on ly well-off students will be 
able to join . And many are waiting to see if worth­
while work wi ll get done. 
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Rappers, TV, Ads 
Are Enlisted to Sell 
Service Program 
White House has launched 
huge campaign to get young 
people interested in the new 
AmeriCorps effort. 

By ELIZABErn SHOGREN 
TIMES STAFF WRITER 

WASHINGTON-A beaming Presi­
dent Clinton, flanked by young 

people, is shown striding across the 
White House South Lawn. Everyone is 
clapping. 

"AmeriCorps-Coming Soon To Com­
munities Everywhere," says the adver­
tisement, which White House officials 
hope will be as effective at getting par­
ticipants for national service as Smokey 
Bear has been at reducing forest fires. 

AmeriCorps is the President's signa­
ture domestic "peace corps" program. 
Starting in September, it will send 
young Americans into communities to . 
"get things done" -like immunizing in­
fants , tutoring teen-agers and making 
schools and neighborhoods safe. 

In return, workers-expected to num­
ber 20,000 the first year-will receive a 
low wage, health benefits and stipends 
of $4,725 for each year of service that 
they can use for education or training. 

Even though 60,000 people have 
called to inquire about signing up for the 
program, Eli Segal. the President's na­
tional service czar, says he is a little ner­
vous. 

"If we throw a party and no one 
comes, then we haven't thrown a party," 
he said. 

To make sure that does not happen, 
the Corporation for National Service, the 
independent agency Segal heads, has 
begun a sales campaign. 

The first step was coming up with a 
logo, and that meant the "30-some­

thing" agency officials had to design a 
logo cool enough to appeal to those in 
their teens and 20s. 

The corporation chose a design fea ­
turing a letter "A" swimming in a gold 
sun. encircled with the words: "Ameri­
Corps National Service" in blue block 
print. 

After emblazoning the logo on 
T -shirts . badges, patches and bumper 

hish«educatiaaorrepayinc 
lheir·lll.ldem--. 

Slaninc dlia la8. thousands 
ol ~ memb,n 

... _......,s.wa. 

.......... 
__ .,....._ 

President Clinton figures prominently in many of the new AmeriCorps ads. 

stickers, it was time to take the cam­
paign on the road to college campuses. 

To promote the visits, the corporation 
enlisted rap artist LL Cool J. In a public­
service announcement recorded for col­
lege radio stations, he urges students, 
"Find out how you can be one of the 
20,000 young people committed to re­
building our communities. AmeriCorps, 
the new national service movement that • 
will get things done." 

Then Ad.ministration officials, accom­
panied by rock or rap groups, hit the 
campuses of UCLA, Harvard University, 
the University of Minnesota and More­
house College in Atlanta last month. 
Smaller events announcing AmeriCorps 
took place at 50 other campuses. 

Segal also gave his pitch to national 
• magazines from Elle to Rolling Stone to 
Money, hoping they would help launch 
national service by running articles in 
their September editions. 

Negotiations are under way with Ogil­
vy & Mather Worldwide to have the ad­
vertising agency design public-service 
announcements for radio and TV. Popu­
lar bands are being asked to talk up the 
program at concerts through the sum­
mer. 

And the Administration is trying to 
set up partnerships between local TV 
stations and AmeriCorps projects in their 

area, so they can keep ~ewers informed 
of what workers are accomplishing. 

This emphasis on accomplishment is 
important because for the program to 
expand-or continue to exist after the 
first few years~Segal will have to be 
able to show Congress that it is having a 
real impact 

Segal said he has some concern that . 
the campaign will create such demand 
that many interested young people will 
be turned away from the program. On 
the other hand, he said, he does enjoy 
entertaining the thought that his "prod­
uct'f' ould end up being as popular as the 
"Ca bage Patch Kids" doll craze. 

A vertising campaigns for federal 
programs serve dual goals. One is to 
stimulate people to do what the govern ­
ment wants. The other is to sell the im -
pression to.the public that the govern­
ment is doing what it promised. 
· ·For that reason, it is perhaps more 
than coincidence that Clinton figures so 
largely in the public-service ads being 
distributed to magazines and newspa­
pers across the country. 

"We always start with the assumption 
tha(this would not happen if Bill Clinton 
was not the President of the United 
States," Segal said. "What is unique 
about this is that the President of the 
United States is so committed to it." ' •. 

~ ~ · 
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Launching nation.al service policy 
ll)· Dt'nnis Kelly 
llSA TODAY 

WASHINGTON - They 
;iren l orflc1ally taking applica­
I ions yet !or President Cltnton·s 
national service plan - but 
they're already getting thou­
,ands of leners or interest 

Tht' people running the Cor­
pora11on ror National and Com­
munity Serv,ci- - JUSt a few 
I,Iocks from the White House 
- say that's an ind1ca11on of 
h11!,h m1eres1 the program has 
gent'rati-d Bui 11 also leaves 
lhem nervous about expecta• 
11ons the program has created 

"There are moments of real 
anx,ery aboul all that is expect ­
ed We reel a real need to get 
this done quickly," says Ell Se­
gal . president of the corpora ­
IIon. lhe newly christened um­
brella group oversee i ng 
Clmton·s na1,onal service plan 
and a hosl of ~x1stmg commu­
nI1y service agencies " We 've 
~01 10 go back to Congress and 
ask for appropriations (again ) 
next yea r The fear Is how 
much need~ to be done and 
how much we need the local 
commuh1lle!i to buy into thi!> ... 

Bui the vision tor Clinton·s 
national service ptogram Is 
cettamly heady ~lulf 

·11Jm1n1srra1or; ,Pr vr111np 

SEGAL: Feels pressure to get 
service program worl<ing soon 

workers fixing up dilapidated 
homes or escorting the elderly 
10 grocery stores in crime-in­
f ested neighborhoods. They 
see college students working in 
Head Start and early childhood 
education programs, all lhe 
lime earning money that will 
help pay their college bill. 

Those daydreams have been 
there ever sihce Clinton touted 
national service as one way to 
help young people earn money 
lor college. 

But the daydreaming has 
, lnnn<>rl ;inrl fhP nrn,TT";im i, 

now gearing up the process of 
making it work. 

Regulations for the program 
will ·be published in January. 
Local and national groups then 
will compete for grants begin• 
rting in' the spring and learn 
who gets funded between May 
and August. By the end of 1994, 
the Clinton administration ex­
pects to have 20,000 working in 
community setvi<:..e jobs And 
earning awards of $4,725 per 
year in·'lhe program toward a 
college education or vocational 
training. 

The Sl.5 billion program in­
tends to have 100,000 partici• 
pants over three years. 

The part of the national and 
community service corpora• 
lion devoted to Clinton's plan is 
called AmeriCorps. Anyone 17 
or over will be able to earn the 
S◄ ,725 award toward college or 
vocational training by working 
wilh the non-prollt groups lhat 
are awarded grants in lhe ap­
plication process, or by work­
ing wilh one of two ex.isting ser· 
vice agencies, the Civilian 
Community Corps or Volun• 
leers in Service to America, 
better known as VISTA. 

Those hired get a $7,400 per 
year stipend - about mini· 
mum wage - plus health care 
'1nrl rhilrl r'1rP i f nPPrlP,1 ;i l nnp 

with the education award. 
Programs that qualify will 

have to meet lhe educational. 
human, environmental or pub­
lic safety needs of their com­
munities. What those are will 
be up to commis.gons forming 
in each state - a "bottom-tll)· 
approach that Segal says will 
let communities decide what 
kinds of service are in their 
best interest. 

Still, Shirley Sagawa, nomi­
nated as managing director of 
the corporation, says the corpo­
ration will help provide .the 
program a "national identity." 
That will include a common 
oath taken by participants, a 
logo, as well as training and 
monitoring of program quality. 
The corporation even plan, to 
hire some investigative--jour­
nalist types as "circuit riders" 
to help ensure programs are 
delivering on promises. 

She says the program will 
also work hard to ensure lhat 
program participants "look 
like America." That's meant to 
allay concerns that AIJleri­
Corps would be dominated ei­
ther by low-income groups 
forced into national service as 
the only way to pay ft>r college 
or by students from high-in­
come families getting subsidies 
rrnm lhP rP'1Pr:il pnvPrnmPnl 

How to get 
information 

Pe.,ple wbo lhink they'd 
like to apply for one of the 
20,000 national service slot! 
available next year can get 
lnformatlon now, but appU• 
cations won't be ol!idally 
taken for a while. 

To get information on 
Amer1Corps. call the C.Orpo, 
ration for National and 
CommunJty Service at 202· 
606-MCM> and then, If you . 
have • a toucb-tooe • phone, 
dial • .i the list or menu 01> 
Uom. You • can leave your 
name--and address and 
you'll be sent a brochure. 

Thb month, the corpora­
Uon will announce a toll­
tree 800 number. Tbeo In 
May lind Augiist when 300 
lo 400 non-profit groups are 
selected to offer the natloo­
aJ tervk:e Jobi. the toll-tree 
number will get you to an 
operator who can tel1 you 
about ~ram!I In your 
area. aod naUooal 
agendes that win &rftlllS wUJ 
do the blrtng. , 

Th0111e Interested ~ dim 
write the corporatlqn at 
1100 Vennont Ave. N.w., 
Washlngtoti, O.C. l0!iH, 
Attn: ltnff!rl Cbtp!i:' 
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Hunger Task F~rce turns 20 
Group has grown strong bu~ hopes it won't always be needed 
ly AMY RINARD 
Sentinel staff writer 

In markln& Its 20th annlversa• 
ry, tht Hunfer Tuk Force of 
Milwaukee • reafflrmln& Its 
commitment to 10 out of bllll• 
neu. 

For 20 years the oraanlutlon 
bas been a key force la oraaniz· 
tn1 and ltadlna the communJty's 
responae to help thote In need of 
food. 

But task force officials contln• 
ue to hold out the hope that oat 
day no one In the community Will 
have to worry about aolna hun• 
ary and their work will no I aer 
be neceaary. 

"I .ban to hoidt!lat iJ a Iona• 
term vision," said Michele Gold• 
stein, Hunaer Tuk Force execu• 
t1vedltector. 

"Certainty In 1974 no one 
tbought Hunger Task Fore• 
would be here today and be doln& 
what we do today at the level wt 
do it." 

The wk force had Its orl&iru 
In a aroup called Central City 
Cburches for School Breakfast 
Proara.m oraa.nized In the late 
1960s by a coalition of cburch 
people determined to see Mllwau• 
kte Publlc Scboolt start school 
breakfut proaram,. 

Two of the prime movers be• 
bind that aroup were the Rev. 
Joseph Ellwanaer or Crou Lu­
theran Church and his wife, 
Joyce. 

Many central city churches, In• 
cludlna Croas Lutheran, already 
had food pantries to offer emer• 
aency food uslstance to thoae In 
need. , 

But church officials reallied 
the problem wu a chronic one 
for many families and that many 
children were aolng to school 
hunary, Mrs. Ellwanaer said. 

The church aroup organized Its 

GolcN~n lllwanger 

own breakfast proaram for 
schoolchildren funded by dona• 
lions and fund-raising actMties 
like Hun1er Hikes. 

Eventually three Milwaukee 
public schools agreed to launch 
experimental school breakfast 
proarams and later, after more 
federal funds became available 
for the pro1ram. 16 schools be­
aan to offer brea.kfut proarams. 

"At the time we were nally 
advocating With the Scbool Board 
to expand the school breakfast 
proaram, Central City Cburcbu 
for School Brukfut became tht 
Hunaer Tuk Force," Mrs. Ell• 
wanaer laid. 

The year wu 1974 and the 
nec11lln1 task force, With head­
quarters at Croas Lutheran, had a 
small staff that Included a youna 
community advocate named Bar­
bara Notesteln, who would later 
be elected to the State Aaembly. 

"From the be&innln& the Hun• 
aer Task Force bad a strona ad• 
vocacy arm," laid Mrs. Ellwan• 
ger, who lauds Notesteln for her 
skill at community organlzln& 
and advocacy. 

The task force oraanlzed an 
Emergency Food Pantry Network 
that began wttb about 35 n!!l&h· 
borhood food pantries. That num• 
ber grew quickly to 50, then 75. 

The wk force launched com• 
munltywtde food drives to help 
supply the pantries With enouah 
food to meet a demand for emer• 
aency food uslstance that dld not 
stop 1rowlng. 

"Durina the early '80s, With 
the receaion and cuts In IOCfal 
pro1ram1, lou of pantries saw 
enormous Jnc:reues In demand," 
Gold.stein said. 

"By 1985 we had donated 
warehoute space and we alreadf 
were runnlna major food drives.' 

Today, from Ill offices ud 
warehouse at 811 E. Vienna Ave., 
the task force distributes 3 mil• 
lion pound.I of food a year and 
1pend1 about $750,000 buylna 
food to keep up with an ever• 
aroWlna demand for Its services. 

"The need.I of people are areat• 
er now. Poverty ls much more 
severe than it wu 10 years a.so," 
Goldstein said. "More and more 
families need pantries on an on-
101n1 bull. It's a chronic need." 

Today the wk force depend.I 
on funding from food drivff ud 
fund-raisin& events spoasored by 
corporations and church and 
community lfOUPI· 

The task force also HIii boll• 
day card.I u a way to raise mon­
ey, and this year expanded It.I line 
of card.I to Include Mother's Day 
and Father's Day card.I featurln& 
drawinas by Milwaukee Sentinel 
cartoonist Stuart Carl.son. 

In addition to it.a tmeraency 
food assistance work, the advoca• 
c:y work of the tuk force contln• 
ues and Goldstein believes it Will 
become more and more Important 
as federal fund.I for food pro­
arama shrink. 

"Our 1011 ror the future Is to 
promote services that allow faml• 
Iles to meet their food needs the 
same way we do," she said. 

The task force continues to 
urge run fundlna of federal food 

proarama sueh u the Womeo, 
Infants and Children and fooo 
stamp pro1ram1 and to work to 
see that many people who are 
ellafble and need such proarams 
participate In them. 

"Our &oal is to help reduce the 
need for emeraency food resourc­
es," Goldstein said. 

Ironically. the tuk force bas 
come fiill circle in one upect ol 
Its advocacy wortc. Thia year the 
oraanl.zatlon Is a1ain worldn& 
with MPS to lncreue studeot 
partlclp&tfOD ID school breakfast 
proarams, 

"lt11 where we started, but 
her, we are 20 years later ud 
then'• still work to be done," 
Gold.stein said. 

So, the tuk force does not plan 
to celebrate Its anniversary ln the 
traditional ltllH. 

But It 11 markln& ill 20th year 
with a public education campaicn 
tbat Includes bus 111111 and a 
strtkln& anniversary poster that 
shows a cake plate with 20 ll&ht• 
ed candles above It but no ~e in 
between. 

The task force also 11 work.Ina 
OD a curriculum for ICbOOla to 
educate YOWll people about hun­
aer and poverty and to get them 
think.In& about what they can do 
to help. 

The closest thin& to a birthday 
party planned 11 an event June 5 
from 2 to 5 p.m. at the Miller 
Pavilion at O'Donnell Park. The 
proaram. called Sundae in the 
Park, will honor the thouaands of 
people, buslneues and oraaruu­
ttons that have supponed Hunaer 
Tuk Fore:• for the lut 20 years. 

"Wt can't celebrate our anni· 
versary the way other people eel• 
ebrate, but we can celebrate this 
community's capacity to meet a 
need and to thank people," Gold· 
stein sald. 
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AmeriCorps to 
Help Kansans 

b'c)9, AT 
•Renovating windbreaks and 

repairing flood-damaged areas will 
bring A~ericCorps members to 
Kansas; said Jim Habiger, state 
conservationist for the U.S.D.A, Soil 
Conservation Service in Kansas. 

AmeriCorps is the new national 
servic~pro,grallh.si_g"ed in~ law W, 

t~ fi+J~~"rtt Clint'.6n; Sep~~~-~~~ ' 
This will establish a •domestic'Peace 
Corps; involving thousands of Young 

1 Americans who will work in 
AmeriCorp's projects to perform 
critical service in urban and rural 
communities nationwide. Participants 
will receive a stipend plus a 
scholarship towards their education or 
a reduction in their school loans. 

•Kansas has been approved as a 
finalist for three pilot projects,• 
Habiger said. In ·the initial phase of 
this service program, USDA will have 
42 different projects in 32 states. 

•One of the projects will be 
renovating windbreaks in western 
Kansas and that needs to be done; said 
Habiger. According to the SCS 1992 
National Resource Inventory, 43 
percent of the windbreaks in Kansas are 
over 40 years old and 49 percent are in 
fair to poor condition. Two 
AmeriCorps teams will work in Scott. 
Greeley, Gove, Logan and Sheridan 
counties on this project under the 
leadership of _the SCS .. and local 
conservation districts. , 

, • ·.--: ··. The two. other projects-wiU:.focus.... 
on the Emergency Watershed Program, 
administered by ~ - EWP provided 
assistance to flood'-damaged areas 
following the Flood of '93 and 
continues to help with flood-recovery 
efforts. In one area AmeriCorps 
members will work at state and 
federal lakes. 

" 
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In another area AmeriCorps 
members will design and lay out 
~111:81 and Ag-waste systems, map 
npanan and wetland areas and enter 
map information for watershed areac. 
into the computer. 

. According to Habiger, Kansas 
wdl have jobs for AmericCorps 
partic!pants interested in getting work 
expenence or internships in their field 
of study, such as biology, forestry or 
natural resources. Or, there will be 
work for those who need a job and can 
provide the labor it takes to do it. such 
as renovating a windbreak or Jake 
cleanup. 

Americorps members are 
expected to begin working on these 
projects this fall, said Habiger. 

American citizens or legal 
residents 17 years of age or older 
interested m serving in the 
AmeriCorps may call 1-800-880-4183 
to receive a packet of information and 
an application. \ 

...... - j,.i.-
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Seinfeld 

' 

·' 

'JEltRY SEtNFELD hn~ ono tn111 15 w 

any to all the stupid people out there: 
Don't cnll him "smart." "Thnt's a stupid 
person's term for intelligent," the televi• 
sion comcclinn snys in September's Es­
quire mngazinc. 'Who would say that 
but a jerk, a stupid person?" 'I'hnt 
doesn't stop Soinf'cld froin nnming the 
sr.1artest imnginnry s\1~cl·hcro. "Well, 
thnt has to be Butn1a , ' he concludes. 

A porcelain stutucmnkor is suing JERl\{i\I 'E JACK· 
SON, claiming ha ·p.nd a dcf\mct orgnnbrntion owe $12,000 
for trophic11 mnde for the tclcvi~ion spnciol "Jack!lon Fam• 
ily Honors," lt1wyer$ said Wednesday. '!'he lnws\1it says 
Jnckson ond Jackson Communico.tions Inc. mnde a $6,250 
deposit for two dinmond-studded trophies but never paid 
the $12,000 bo.lo.nco to Boehm Studios. 

I 
I Delta progn1m to offer 

d/,JP scholarships for work 
('I~- .'l'hc U.S. Df.'po1tmcnt of Agti- to.nee and timber-bridge technol-

/
G<e.a- culture is seek.ins recruits for the oroi trumifor. 

$
) Americorps nut'onnl service pro- Participnnts will be mostly col• 

(f"' j~t, which will run in the Mis- 1~,e grad\1ntcs and professionnl 
• i\.-sissippi Delta beginning in school grncluntes whoso axpcrtisc 

,J>, .. \ September. will ha mntched with needs of 

Corn"(/' Amcricorps is President Clin- rui:nl communities. Applico.tions 
ton's nntionnl-scrvice initiative will be accepted until Fi-iday. 

, \-~\.\- tho.t allows diverse groups of To apply for tho progi-nrn or 
~"' \ young people to cam collego or obtain more information, cnll the 

vocntiono.l school scholarships toll-free nfltional USDA Amcri­
while performing services to co1·ps hotline o.t l-800-880-4183. 
meet humnn, environmental, Secretnry of Agriculture Mike 
public sarcty and cducntionnl Espy, a formor Mississippi con­
ne<ids. g,:essmnn, said Americorps ''is 

Po.rticipo.nts in tho progro.m grounded in the mainstreo.m vo.l• 
will work for a yco.r co.ming a uos of community, responsibility 
~tipand of at loo.st $12,000, then a ' opportunily, It is good for 
roceive an educational awr:1·tl c ""nrti :pnnts, who benefit 
wort. $4,725. thoir :nc:rcasod ability ro 

The 10 pnrticfpo.nts in the at .• , college or vocational 
Mississippi Delta progra.m will school, good for communities, 
bG involved with projects thnt which be .·t from their ser.ice, 

1 emphasize lcndorship training, and good f r e country, which 
recycling wood wa.ste, eommuni- benefits i1 m enewed civic 
ty aconomie development a.ssis- spirit.'' 

The following eomplointa 
wore filed with the Greenwood 
Police Dopnrtmcnt Wodnesdny 
or toclny: ' 

Lillie Jnckson, 604 Cypress 
Ave., reported I.hot her son wns 
lcnvina the McLnl11'in Street 

lnrizod his house to.kini; a tele­
vision set o.nd a. microwave. 

Ruby Mooro, 201 Moote St., 
r~ported thnt someone stole tho 
rndio nnd spaakcra f'l·om hor 
car while it wt1s })Cll'ked at the 
corner or Gcoi·se o.nd Johnson 

lion, o. \oop1U'd, " a KUo.u, bt\ ""'" • ..;, •• ,, 
prua and two giucllM. dru1 

Fordice, in remt1rks to The said 

UNCLAIMED 
teamed to 

TRUC 

Serta® 
The world's BISI 

Sorta PERFECT SLEEPER ''K1 
lvxurlou, dor<1c1>~ qulltud covur wilh p1v1h I• 
Pokinl11d D,rolock rt11,>1h lmuk,ror 10 pt~v11nl p 
Sorto 15 yt<or lir,,l1od Non Pru Rarod Worrorif 

SAVI MOil HOW\ $ 3 ~ QUEEN 
SIZE SET 
Compl•t• 

SlVI MORI NOW! $ 4 ~ KING 
SIZE SET 
Compl1t1 

Hurry, Limited Qua~ 
All ,old ht ,eta. 
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Clintof1' s AmeriCorps · 
... ' .. 

' . 

. -
11· New service corps . 
to aid -in mediation 
aimed at stopping 
youth violence. 

By A lison Watkins 
MBt!ill N8 Se 

J acrosa the eountry, spc,mond • by work witb more. Mediation centers ill 
st.a~level c.vmnmaiDm. accordin& to Lincoln. Walthill. Beatrice, ScoU.­
tbe Corporation for Nauoaal Service, . bluff and 0maba sent multk:outf 
wbicb idmillSbln tbe aational ~ regiom, 
gram.. Some proJ~ will • be spoo-- AmeriCorps memben will IO 
mrect by federal a,ent'iel. auo.b. as the tbroulb many houn of trammg. 
Department of Agriculture.. Bo~ . Severens said. About half of the 
tfpet of procrazm will be oUericl in volunteers will work primarily witJI 
Nebruta. mediation cen.ten and achoo~ fint 

WAS 
F: Kenn 
C.orps M 
!ollowin 
Corps. 

Presicleut Johll One Nebraska progmm WUJ be u atsistantS to a mediation trainer. 
lsbed the Peace aimed at helpinc youths solve prot,. then helping design progr:uns far 
a id.em Clinton ia lems tbn,ucb mediatio,:i. schools and recru.iting students. 
·ple with Amen- Concern iD Nebraska about youtb The Office of Conflict Resolutioa. 
P~ce Corps. riolance prompted tbe state to focus· along with two other orgamzatio~ 

The ---ill n,cruit people u, on bow to prevent trouble, said Kath-· will choose ZS AmeriCorps partici­
mnwuty seni= pmj• leen Severens, director of the Ne- pants. The prcgram ii '"looking for 

far Npayn\ent of brasta Office ot Conflict ResolutlolL people who are particularly 1ni.. 
or debts or to pro- Ber office tries to give youths prob- ested in developing their mediatioa 

vide :sa\l • for their education. It lem-solvinl skills to re59lve dWicul• skills and wotkinf with youth." Sev.-
will begin natian'lide on Sept,, 12. tWt without N.10rting to Violence. em said.. 

By the end of 19M, 20,000 people will They began media.~ iA seven or She is a tonner Peace Co!pl YOhm--
be part!cip:.tin& in 300 Pl'OCfamll - eigbt schools this year and bope ta teer with a lot ol expectations for tt;ae 

!~rn' • ·:~ OU put roota tlforts t.o so!ft tiooal matertalr. or help farm fad 
1 • -,MJ: have deep and strong notio.m problems tut are facing commum- lies reduce water i,ollutiosi risk&. : 
about the imponant role tbat publie tiM Uf'OU tbe mdoa at.Id ·m Nebru-- AU AmeriCorps participants .. ..m· 
~c,e plays in our pn>fesaional and ka," said Crail Dericbm. Nebrub receive a living allowaace an.cl bealt.b 
personal lives. I want very mucb for AmeriCorpl project dirNtor with benefits. People unde. tbe USDA i)mlo 
this to be an imp0~t uperieDCe for SCS. • ,ram must work 1,812 haun iD a DiDe 
these volunteem •. .• I want tbem to Dmin1 the lDWal st.ace of the pro- to 12•1?\onth period t.o receive a M,72S 
come • .,.,. Vii-th • strong feetinc of mm. acconling to ~eboa. par,, voucher for education ezpenses. r 

w!lat their' role II in our commumty ticipants will wort in communities in d t th ~ ... 
and tbe service we can give to one an- the eastern part of the state like Lin- CoDeg~ stn ents are no ~ ~~· 
other," tbe said. coln, Beatri• Wahoo, Omaha. Nor-- people •J.i&ible. -~hue are a limited: 

Those w.bo ar. in~ted in apply- folk and Tecumaeh tbat were • • nw:nber of po11tiD!l5. open to ~ 
iDi should contact Laarie Benson. Ill • verel1 affected bJ Last summer• • ::£lopment specialists. Dericboa: 
So, 14th St., Suite !. Lincoln. NE &89CII. floods. 
'!'lie phone number is 41l•J741, Tile specific projects that partici-

Acnculture and rural development pants will work on bave not beea 
project& Will also be OD the Amen- • determined J•t. But Derickson IUI• 
~ agenda. gated that ArneriCorps members 

The Soil Consffl'ation Service \1ri1l could wort with Jaca1 commumties to 
Cl'IO?db1ate about 15 AmeriCorps Mlp protect soarces of water that 
membln In Nebraska.. were affeded bJ Iaat . summer, • 

. Tbe parpaae of the pro,ram is t.o ~ Write eumamemal ecmca. 

The lJSDA projects are •lated to ' 
start in the becinDJ.nl of September-, 
so people wbo ue mterwted R0'1J4 
contact the USDA Soil ~ 
~ AlneriCorps project diRctor, 
Room H3, Federal BuildiDC, 100 Cen­
tennial Mall Nor&A. Liaeobl, NE aGI: ·- ' .•. 
illll'VU, ' • 
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:Us2i~ to rlln AmeriCorpS 
National Service Program 

-r 
WASHINGTON - - Secretary 6f 

Agriculture Mike Espy has an­
nounced that the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture will run 42 different 
AmeriCorps projects that are de­
signed to fight hunger and improve 
nu t r iqon, preserve national 
forests and improve community 
environmental quality, promote 
rural development and increase 
rural water delivery, and boost 
ongoing flood-relief efforts in the 
Midwest. 

The USDA program, funded in 
part by a grant from the Corpora­
tion for National and Community 
Service (CNCS), will be the largest 
single federal agency component of 
the President's national service 
initiative. 

"President Clinton has made it 
clear to members of his Cabinet 
that national service is one of his 
top pr.iorities, and I am especially 
pleased that USDA will be playing 
a key role in the AmeriCorps pro­
gram," said Espy. "The USDA 
projects will fulfill the President's 
vision that national service bring 
together citizens of varied back­
grounds to perform services vital 
to their communities." 

Espy announced that beginning 
this September, USDA will pace 
1,200 AmerjCorps nt1.tional service 
participants throughout urban 
and rural America. The partici­
pants in these projects will be 
placed in 32 states, representing 
every region of the country. 

AmeriCorps is President Clin­
ton's national service initiative 
that allows diverse groups of 

Americans to earn college or voca­
tional school scholarships while 
performing critical service to meet 
human, environmental , public 
safety, and educational needs. 
Participants in the program will 
work for a year earning a stipend 
of at least $7,500, and then receive 
an educational voucher worth 
$4,725. 

Americans 17 years of age or 
older may apply for the USDA pro­
grams by calling 1-800-880-4183. 

"Grounded in the mainstream 
values of community, responsibil­
ity, and opportunity, national ser­
vice makes sense because it meets 
multiple ends," Espy said. "It is 
good for the participants who 
benefit from their increased ability 
to attend college or vocational 
school, good for the communities 
which benefit from their service 
and good for the country which 
benefits from a renewed civic 
spirit. Moreover, the program is 
good for USDA because it gives us 
new ways to boost our mission 
areas of fighting hunger; protect­
ing the environment and rebcild­
ing rural America." 

CNCS is an independent federal 
corporation created by the 
national and Community Service 
Trust Act of 1993. Its purpose is to 
administer national service pro­
grams and provide funding on a 
competitive basis for national ser­
vice programs that address the na• 
tion's education, human, public 
safety and environmental needs. 

Under provisions that are 
unique to that Act, federal agen-

cies are empowered to compete 
against each other in a competitive 
grant process to obtain funds from 
CNCS. The White House announ­
ced that, as a result of the first . 
year of this process, CNCS had 
awarded USDA 1,200 AmeriCorps 
slots and $2.6 million in operating 
funds. Funds for the Department's 
program will also be provided from 
existing USDA programs and from 
non-profit organizations that serve 
as partners at individual sites. 

The USDA AmeriCorps projects•· 
reflect a new emphasis on coo­
peration among USDA agencies. 
USDA's Agricultural Research 
Service, Agricultural Stabilization 
and Conservation Service, Farm­
ers Home Administration, Food 
and Nutrition Service, Forest Ser­
vice, Rural Development Adminis­
tration, Rural Electrification Ad­
minir-~0::1.;ion, and soil Conserva­
tion Service will play significant 
roles in managing this program. 

The Anti-Hunger projects will be 
at five sites •- two rural and three 
urban -· with high levels of hunger 
and poverty. The projects will 
work to reduce the number of citi­
zens suffering from hunger and 
improve the nutritional content of 
family diets. This program has 
been designed, and is to run, as a 
unique partnership between 
USDA, youth service corps and 
local anti-hunger groups. 

The environmeutal projects will 
occur at 32 rural and urban sites in 
21 states. 



U.S. mobilii::es 
a youth corps 
7,000 students to be hired by S 

u~q7v4-·r ,· 
SUN STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS average student of a r-year 

WASIIlNGTON - Last sum- institution graduates th a debt 
mer Congress gave President of $6,500, Segal said 
C.)inton $300 million for his .,.new Recruiters have een out on 
"AmeriCorps," a domestic Peace college campuses touting the 
Corps that trades college tu- program, and n onal ads will 
ition for community service. This run this summe urging anyone 
summer he must start proving interested to call- (800)· 94-
it will work. ACORPS. 

Eli Segal, the national service Of the ist of projects 
czai; said Monday that 57 groups announ y Segal, l 5 Cabinet 
have been awarded money to get departm ts won grants to 
ready to hire 7,000 students as employ dents, and 47 states 
of September. A year from no~ . and the • • ct of Columbia will 
20,000 minimum-wage workers get th help of students either 
are expected to be at work in thro publicorprivategroupe. 
education, public safety, health vada is one of three 
and environmental cleanup. st es not involved in this 

They'll do a range of work, wave of national service 
from cleaning up the shoreline ants. It should learn by 
of Galveston Bay to providing uly 15 whether it is awarded 
clean tap water for Indian funds to hire 65 young people 
reservationstoinstallingenergy- to perform projects involving 
efficient lighting in Orego the environment, education and 
schools. health care, said Tracy Cotton, 

The idea is that high sch · l UNLV's assistant director of 
graduates who are U.S. citi ens academic advancement. 
or permanent residents be een Examples of the projects 
the ages of 17 and about will announced Monday: 
work for $4.25 an hour, or an ■ The Department of Health 
average of about $8, for a and Human- Services will hire 
year of work, with 80 rcent of 70 students to work with the 
their salaries ooming m the disabled in Alabama. 
federal government. ■ The Environmental Pro-

After 12 months f work, at tection Agency will hire 15 stu­
least 1,700 hours, ey'll also dents in Alabama to conduct 
get $4,725 for oo ege tuition solid waste education programs 
or to help pay ff a college · in Indian villages. 
loan. They're • • le to earn ■ In Arkansas, 145 students 
two years' wo of tuition. The will be hired to help low-inoome 

9 

residents find affordable hous­
ing, to tutor children and to 
improve state parks, and 67 will 
"promote economic development 
and 'boost sustainable agricul­
ture anchespond to disasters." 

■ California will have at 
least 1,046 work slots, ranging 
from performing radon testing 
to teaching junior high school 
students to opening child-care 
centers to building awareness 
'about . multiple sclerosis. 

If the first year of the 
program works well, Congress 
has provided $500 million for 
1995 and $700 million in 
1996. By then, Segal said 
100,000 students would have I 
been involved. Then Congress I 
would have to reauthorize it. j J 

... 
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Kansans to join 
Americorps IZ Sep, 

By MIKE HALL 
The Capital-Journal 

team will tutor students in three ele­
mentary schools where more than 60 
percent of the stude,nts are on free or 
reduced cost lunch ~r6krams. • 

A number of northeast 1'.ansans Another team will · work in three 
will be sworn in as community policing substations 
Americorps members th is doing such things as reseal' ching 

morning by President Clinton in a solutions to neiiilborhood problems 
nationwide televised cereihony. . and providing training to young peo­

Americ:orps has been described as pie in impulse resolution and anger 
a do mest ic: Peace Corps , People m1magement. 
between the ages of 16 and 25 have Johnson said local participants 
been selected to do work projects in represent the d iversity of the commu­
communities and rural areas of the 11 ity not only in raci al and g1mder 
United States. terms, but ovet1 in education. There 

B:irne{Allis Plaza in Kansos City are young people working to\iiar.d 
will be one of a numbel' of sites GED degrees as well as high sc hool 
around the country hooked up by students, college ~tudents and even 
television to the White House for tho college graduates. 
swearing-in cel'cmony. Tho Kickapoo Nation in Horton 

Amon1:' those taking the oat11 will also is sponsoring a program for 25 
be members or :in Americorps pro• parti cipants ca lied the Kickapoo 
gram sponsored by the Topeka Youtt1 Youth Conserv~tion Corps. 'fhny _will 
projee-t,.J) lreetor Darrvln Johnson do work to improve wildlife habitats, 
sai<l!:iday h!'l expects nto~t of the 30 provide flood relief, b_uild roads , . 
pa_rt,fClpants 1n Topoka's progr;im to revitall,.e cul tural traditions with 

. -~~:~ -1)-~ ~~e. Kansas Ci ty everlt, elder~ and provide training in agri-
~ _. r:~;i:1:fe .• ¥,ld ~hc,'X:opak11_ ?~Ogram actu- c_ulture_ i\(ld ran~~ in11. -~ ·._ .r A.119!'.w.ll}} Inv~ ~V!! ._save rat proj~~ts. ;', -.~-~, Tlil!,'_sfa\e,wid~.: An-iericorps-'vIS'rA 
., ··~i:·:'. ~-- ·P.~~.\~~i~t~Ht,~~~~!:-f ''"ii ' ·.·:·· · · - . ,- -· ~'.- .,..,,. . -~~;~.,~e·.'.!i:\ 

'r. 
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U.S. Forest Service Seeks AmeriCorps Recruits 
LACONIA -The U.S. Forest Service announced 

yesterday it will begin recruiting for the Ameri­
Corps program. 

al or academic training. 

As part of a year-long national service program 
for young people to earn college or vocational schol­
arships, 32 AmeriCorps members will work on trail 
construction and maintenance, fish and wildlife 
monitoring, environmental education, interpreta­
tion, facility construction, community service and 
more on the White Mountain National Forest. 

"This is an exciting chance for the White Moun­
tain National Forest to get a whole lot of meaning­
ful work done on trails, in public information and 
safety and in other areas as well," said Rick Cables, 
White Mountain National· Forest Supervisor. "Just 
as important, it is a positive way for young people 
to earn money for college or vocational training 
while they contribute to their communities. The 
possibilities seem endless." 

Those interested in the White Mountain Ameri­
Corps Program should contact Rebecca Oreskes, 
White Mountain National Forest, 33 Kancamagus 
Highway, Conway, N.H. 03818 or call 447-5448 . 

Participants will begin in January, 1995. and earn 
a $7,600 living allowance. At the completion of 1,700 
hours of service, participants will also receive a 
$4,726 educauonal award good for costs of vocation-

NH's First AmeriCorps Volunteers 
Are Sworn in for Domestic Projects 
By DONN TIIB!TTS 
State Houae Bureau Chief 

CONCORD -The first score of New Hampshire 
AmeriCof ps volunteers were sworn in yesterday by 
the states first lady, Heather Merrill, in a ceremony 
attended by U.S. Rep. Dick Swett and held on the 
State House Plaza. 

Volunteers were told that their efforts in the 
'1 ext year will follow in the footsteps of former New 
h ampshire governors Hugh Gallen and John King 
in the old Civilian Conservation Corps and those of 
the current state Deputy Attorney General Dana 
Bisbee, who served in the Peace Corps . 

A total of about 140 Granite Staters, ages 17 and 
older, are being recruited for AmeriCorps. which is 
President Clinton's domestic version of the Peace 
Corps. They must demonstrate a willingness to im­
prove the lives of others and an interest in learning 
new skills. 

Corps members agreeing to a full-time. one-vear 
commitment receive a stipend and a post-service 
benefit of $4.725 a year which can be used to pay 
college tuition or education loans. 

Aldedge Turgeon yesterday recalled his service 
in the White Mountains with the Civilian Conserva­
tion Corps in 1939, and how people today still use 
the many facilities built by the CCC. 

Bisbee told of his service 20 years ago with the 
Peace Corps in Gabon, Central Africa. 
. There are 20 AmeriCorps-N.H . volunteer posi• 

~ions open for a Monadnock State Park project unit 
m Jaffrey , and 32 positions for a unit based in 
White Mountain National Forest in Gilead, Maine. 

Another 16 positions will work under a Public 
Service Compact in Bedford, with volunteers be­
ing placed at various college campuses to develop 
learning projects to meet needs of local communi­
ties . The emphasis will be on education partner­
ships and having campuses link with K-12 schools 
to develop mentoring and tutoring programs. 

Anoth_er 30 volunteers will work with the statr 
Domestic and Sexual Violence Victim Assistance 
Program, based in Concord. 

Prospective volunteers for any of the assign­
ments can get full details at 800-772-700; . 
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U.S. Forest Service Seeks AmeriCorps Recruits 
LACONIA - The U.S. Forest Service announced 

yesterday it will begin recruiting for the Ameri• 
Corps program. 

al or academic training. 

As part of a year-long national service program 
for young people to earn college or vocational schol­
arships, 32 AmeriCorps members will work on trail 
construction and maintenance, fish and wildlife 
mCi>nitoring, environmental education, interpreta­
tion, facility construction, community service and 
more on the White Mountain National Forest. 

"This is an exciting chance for the White Moun­
tain National Forest to get a whole lot of meaning­
ful work done on trails, in public information and 
safety and in other areas as well," said Rick Cables, 
White Mountain National· Forest Supervisor. "Just 
as important, it is a positive way for young people 
to earn money for college or vocational training 
while they contribute to their communities. The 
possibilities seem et:dless." . . . 

Those interested in the White Mountain Amen• 
coros program sho11ld rontact He:becca Orqs:kes: . 
w rnt-c 1viou.nttun • No.t.,.Orid! 1· ore:,{~- :JU l~U\.:tt1ua~u.:::, 

Participants will begin in January, 1995. and P.rirn 
a ~7150011v1n11 al!owanrP. At the comol1etion ~f 11.700 
nOuro ot ocrV,cc. pnrt1c1pant5 w,11 cs :::,v l~l:t! vt: t1 

$4,725 educational award good for \:osts of vocation• Highway. Conway, N.H. 03818 or c1:1ll 447-5448. 

NH,.s First AmeriCorps Volunteers 
Are-Sworn in for Domestic Projects 
By DONN TIBBEns· 
State Houae Bureau Chief 

CONCORD - The first score of New Hampshire 
AmeriCorps volunteers were sworn in yesterday by 
the state's first lady, Heather Merrill, in a ceremony 
attended by U.S. Rep. Dick Swett and held on the 
State House Plaza. 

Volunteers were told that their efforts in the 
next year will follow in the footsteps of former New 
Hampshire governors Hugh Gallen and John King 
in the old Civilian Conservation Corps and those of 
the current state Deputy Attorney General Dana 
Bisbee, who served in the·Peace Corps . 

A total of about 140 Granite Staters, ages 17 and 
older, are being recruited for AmeriCorps, which is 
President Clinton's domestic version of the Peace 
Corps. They must demonstrate a willingness t.o im• 
prove the lives of others and an interest in learning 
new skills. 

Corps members agreeing to a full -time, one-year 
commitment receive a stipend and a post-service 
benefit of' $4.725 a :vear which can be used to pay 
college tuition or education loans. 

Aldedge Turgeon yesterday recalled his seivice 
in the White Mountains with the Civilian Conserva­
tion Corps in 1939, and how people today still use 
the many facilities built by the CCC. 

Bisbee told of his service 20 years ago with the 
Peace Corps in Gabon, Central Africa. 

There are 20 AmeriCorps-N.H . volunteer posi ­
tions open for a Monadnock State Park project unit 
in Jaffrey, and 32 positions for a unit based in 
White Mountain National Forest in Gilead, Maine. 

Another 16 positions will work under a Public 
Service Compact in Bedford, with volunteers be­
ing placed at various college campuses to develop 
learning projects to meet needs of local communi­
ties. The emphasis will be on education partner­
ships and having campuses link with K-12 schools 
to develop mentoring and tutoring programs . 

Another 30 volunteers will work with the statt• 
Domestic and Sexual Violence Victim Assistance 
Program, based in Concord. 

Prospective volunteers for an:v of the assign­
ments can get full details at 800-772•70U L 
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Semce procram recru_lts swom in 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Surrounded by 

hundteds of youths on the · front steps of the 
White House, President Clinton swore in the 
first recruits to his national service program 
Monday, and uricd all young Americans to Join 
t~~ ·1ca.~se,- \ ' •. • 

AmeriCorps. is a $360 million program pay• 
ing • 20,000 1Amerlc11ns minimum wage to wc>rk 
in education,·, health , and. human needs, the en­

' vironment and . public safety. They also aet free 
. health . care and a $4;725 educational voucher 
fo~ one · year ··of work. • • • • • ,1.. •• ~ , . 

'- ri~• Whit~1 Ro~~ 1h~d .' planned to give the 
oath .. of service .to 15,000, re~its simultaneous• 
ly, But Monday morning's ,Plane crash at the 
White House prompted 

1
Chnton toL:.move •. the 

event !ron1 . the South Lawrt' to the rrol\t a~eps. 
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abq_ut:_4 :000• • ~~ p~pl~, than 
Peace Corps ·enrolled at its lie; 
. So much 's9cial programmiI 

around a· false die' ,tomy , ti... t ha 
eitlier- .the governm t solving pr 
lems or ·the people usually. vo 
teers - !&olving the problems th 
seiveS: But. it is one of the pre!D.l 
.tasks of· government . to strengti 
rather than weaken tb.,- t,ealt 
pulse of citizens to ta1. b 
themselves. . _; .; .:: • ..... --~ 

THE OTIIEltpotenti~T~vaiitag 
th program .~s that it .does-not seek " 
impo~. the federal government's own 
theories about community action o~ 
neighborhoods. · Rather, volunteers 

:will_go,,to ~o.rk for existing neighbor.­
_hood ·atl<i'. g~J ernmental enti.tres., 
.lll0$µy. wttq · proven records. The pro­
. gr'am.!• \vill fall into · tour broad areas: 
1e~catioh/ cril'iie .J?revention, the en:­
v.iro~rn,nt 'and,

1
~0-~al programs help-

• Jng.young mothers-~ the hom.ebound el-
• der~; _tlte)}qn.ieles~ at/,d ·resi~nts of. 
•puqiic: bouslig· proJecti ... , 

· • .. ~aj.says'he wants program~ to ~e 
jupg'.e4b:i.1 v,~ry P.rad,i.cal measur':ls: the 
·num~.r .o.f m-a~-hoq~es ,closed, blo~ 
associationilireated:~-kid.ii ..immunized, 
. urQari '. gardeni :Pt#itecl,.~corts.fof t~e 
elderly 'i:rroviaeii,i fen~: 1n heu.,j.ng 
.j;>1:~ttcts. ~~t. ~{~~righ'..~b~~i_-do.~e" 
.1s ·'"'•"' : new. _program. s. c eenw:,y np~· 
UtopiM' slr.w'f;;,.., : • , · .• • · 

• • .. ·~·. i1ie w.•· .. ""- P-cm 
• ,; ~ .. ·· ~ !:~ ' ., 

TOTAL P. 08 
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j Work-for-school 
i program begins 
i in SW Oregon , ~ 

: 'J'hc U.R Depurlmcn& of ~ri-
: culturo oonounced it. hllS begun 
; recruit.tnent for the AmeriCorps 
! national service project. I.hat tl1e 
! D~pnrtmenl will run in 1011th­
! west Oregon in Seprember. 
: AmeriCorps is President B.ill . 
! Clinton's aal.ional senice ini-
: ti11tive that allows diverse 
: groups of young people to enm 
: cotlege or _vi.cational school 

" . : scholard,ips while perforramg 
; critical service to nteot human, 
: ~mvtronmenf.al, public !Jarety 
; aad educat100al nesds. 
i. ParticipaTit.s in thi& progTa• 
: will work foT a )'en eaminf a 

·-', • _ 1tipend of $12,000 arufthen re• 
•- ! cetve an educational award ;. 

· worth $4,725. • , • • '; 
·: - ' Any citizen age 17 -OT old.-r is • ·J ; elgible to apply for the progwain. 

._, , : There is no 11lalrimwn Oft mini-
,. ~ .: 111um famiJy income required to 

.> i '. a 1 • .- ' .... _ , Pll1- .. 
j ( . , , ~plications will be_ aecepud . 
, ::,~ - •. until Aug. 5. • . •.• I 
.. ,,., : FO\' inforraation phoiie .tile 
·:•l , Southwest Oregon Resource • • ht . Conser'l'otiOQ and .Development 

·i:, ~ . Depart'!lent in Grants_ r,ass at. l 
· .;_,t .. -_ {fiD3)~~6.:500{t· · ,. -.= / .. ; ·•.,. , r ~: 1 · . - . . "' . . .. , . . . ,, .. •. i 

• :j _ FOB SILE 
•. :-t . _ Sandy Loam : -: 

:: __ :'.~:•_:_:._:._ --' ffllcsoii. 
(Not from r.ly fields) 

J PhoneforPrlces 
./ l (503) 469-4120 -:,-1.-

Post.IC'" bfand tax !r8flsmitlal memo 7611 

j. 
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ROSEBURG NEWS-~[VIEW 

BRIEFLY 

Southwestern Oregon 
crew sought for prqect 

GRANTS PASS -A national service 
project is recruiting participants ror a one~ 
year program that provides young people 
scbolarsllip mooey for college or voca­
tional training. 

AmeriCorps. a11 organization founded 
by the U.S. Departmenl of A~lture 
under President □inion's national service 
initiative, is seeking applicants for its 
southwestern Oregoo project, which be­
gins in Sep(ember. 

Five people will ·bc oecdcd lO worx in 
rural oommunilies oo devclqnnent and 
improvement projects. 

Participants will rereivc a stipend of 
S 12,000 and an edncaliooal award worth 
$4,725. 

Appticants must be at Jeast 17 ye¥S old 
and should meet lbe foilowing qualifica-
tions: • 
■ Must be a college graduate, profes­

sional school graduate or curreot. college 
or leehnical school student. 
■ Want to wort m 1UllUl'a1 and·hmnan 

resourCCi for rural commuoities. 
·■ Have good writing and speaking 

skills. 
■ Should be able lO run group discus­

sions and help settle differences of opin­
ion. 

For applicatioo infonnalioo, call 476-
5906 or !he AmeriCotps natiooal loll-free 
liDe al (800) 880--4183. 

Page 4 

j 
I 

The Oregon Rural De1'1:lopmelll 
AmeriCOf]JS NationAI ScrTicc Program is 

recruiting tbc:ough August S, 1994 for: 

AMERICORPS 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

PARTICIPANTS 
Participant will perform duties, including 
facilitating public involvement in the dcvel­
opmenl of project dcvelopmeat, grant writing 
and researching funding for rural devclop­
meot activitic.s. 

• College graduate or successfully 
eorolled in a college or technical 
college. 

• Community service oriented with 
desire to worfc lo improve natural 
alld hwnan resources- in a rural set• 
ting. 

• Demonstrated slcill in wri uen and 
oral communicatioo. 

• Demonstrated ability to facilitate 
group <l;jscussioo and mediate dif­
fereoces of opioion. 

Participants working on a full•time basis for a 
year will receive a li ving allowance of 
$12,000 and then receive an educa&ional 
award worth. $4,725. 

For referral form cootat'.t: 
USDA 

Soil Consenation Service 
503-476-5906 

An Ellual Opportrurir, Employer 

Page 13 
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Service applications available 
Applications for the AmeriCorp5 nation­

al se:-vice program i~ 110Uthwes1ero Ort'gon 
,..ill be aceepted until Aug . .i. 

T~e prog,1111, p;irt of President Cliaton·s 
!lalional stt'Vk-e pfoject . allo\o\'.S di,·erse 
iroups or )"OW!f people to earn cl>ilege or 
voeational-school scltolars!Jiip! ,,. .. ile ~r­
rorir,lng v.ork to .,eel •ulft.i~. e!lvif011men­
tal. ;w~lit f.1fety and ed11callon&l need1 . 

P.rticipanls work for a )'ear. c.arnin, a 
$~pettd 01·;12.00()_ and ther, rec-e:\·e an ed•-

cational ~·ourt.er ~·orth ~.725. 
Tl&e five participanl.s in tbe ,oul!uv~sttm 

Ore1a11 11rocrea ";11 wc,rk vitb rlll"al c•n­
rr.unlli~s, Pf'O\'kfulg a.tsnwce rel111ed io 
na111ral-resouree enkaocement. and eoo­
nOJnh: and community defflopnenl. T►.e 
work. ~iM in. September. 

.-\n}' Aiuricu.eiti.ien 17 year~or C>Mlet'is 
eli1ible to apply for t!&e proeram. f"IM" note 
i:,EormaUon, rail 471-5986, or, toU t"liee. 
-:soo:, 88e-.U83. 

ALL NEW '94 CHEVY S-SER!ES PICkUP 

---- --- - - -- .,. 
_.,,,,,. ,, 

Mail Tribtne, Friday. July 22. 1994 

MOVING SALE fMdford) 
IWltDE • Al■ CONDmOIID 

LargeH~l'of fumibttt & Misc. 

Saturcl1J, July 23n1. • Sunday, July 2f111 

ti an-4 pm • No Euly Sales 

3A 

. . .., ... 
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Service program 
begins recruiting 
for local projects 
Regional focus will be on 
watershed improvement 
By Barbara Hahn 
01 1110 O;uty ew,., 

Locals will be able to help ~ir 
communities as well as help pay 
for their education lhrouah th\ 
new AmcriCorps National S.rv i<:o 
Proir11 m. 

The program is: part of Pre~i­
dent Clintor;'s national service ini­
tiati e that puts young peop c to 
work in local communities, help­
ing to solve problems within tho,ie 

l'l1nm,11nil.i1'li , 
kecruitmmt for the SoulJlwL.,;l 

Oregon program is now under 
way, says Mlll'leae Daniels, 1eere­
tary for the Southwest Oregon 
~elj(!Uf(.'tl Con.,crvalion and Devcl­
''i>tncnl proaram In Grunbl Pa:111, 
which ia overaeeln& 1bc local pro­
ject, 

" We have already gotten 
inquiriH from people who tu.ve 
hoen wailinll for thia to start," 
l>uniels says. 

Five poople will be hlrod for the 
locul prngn.m, with twrJ to ht, ~\a ­
Liuncd in Douala• County, ooe each 
in CUrry and Cool! countiell while 
one will serve the J01epbina and 
Jackson county areas, Daniela 
said. 

"'lbey'll be facilitatiq commu­
nity involvement In the various 
aroas," Dnniolll My:.. 

IAcally, ttle tmpbai.ia will be on 
watenhecl Improvement while pro­
jects in other coonUcs will include 
enhancing natural relOUl'cea, or 
aiding economic- and commwlity­
devefopment projects to improv• 
livability in the area. 

"Thill will be a real boon for the 
counties Qnce we l•l people ln," 
she said. 

In e11chanie for one-year of ser• 
vicn , 11nrlicipant11 rf'ceivn n 
•Upend u wvil u 110 educational 
award. 

In tti. Southweat Oreioa rural 
development project, tti. five par­
ticipants will earn a atipena of 
$12,000 - that'll about $11.75 an 
hutn' - altlflg with a $4,135 educa­
tional award that can be used for 
college tuition or to pay off student 
loans. 

"This is not a bigb-payina Job, 
but look at the experience tljey're 

• • I 

Additionally, the wurkcr 11 will 
be federal employees and receivl! 
hnllh hnncftts," 

'lboup the pro,ram ia open to 
anyone age 17 and older, the local 
project Is &aekin, •~licants with 
:q,ccific qualifl<'.,1linnt,. 

t1iose applyinR ilhould he a col­
lege gr-aduat.c, profllSSional lit'hool 
grad or imrolled in colle,e. Also, 
they should be community-service 
oriented and want t11 work to 
improve natural and humwn 
r<.'111'1UrM!II in a nm1I l!('llinR. 

' ' We have already got­
ten inquiries from 
people who have 
been waiting for this 
1o start.'' 

Marlene Daniels, 
of the local program 

Specific skil11 include having 
ootnonslrulod 11bilili~ in wrlllon 
and oral communication and the 
ability to facilitate group discus­
sion and mediate d1£Ccrcnccs In 
opinion. 

To apply, call the office at 47r,. 
119()6, 

Thty'Il be sent an application 
package to bt returned to the local 
oflice by Aua. &. Workers will be 
hir.d and be oo lhe job by the end 
of September. 

"We g<'t to llt'l~t rrnm nppli• 
canta from all over tbu cuuntry, 
but would tend to lean toward 
tlxi.e from bett," Daniels said. 

Thou&h the Individuals will be 
hired for a ·on&-yur atlnt, the pro­
gram Is ongoing, she added. 

On • national level, dirrercnt 
projuclil aru plnnm.>d 111:,~nniin1 In 
the needJI nf lhe comrnunilhiK tho 
participanlll will aerve, and locals 
alao can &l)l)~r tlxi.e pr0Qt11ms. 

To learn I AmeriCtlrpt! pro-
lP'l,ml, call 1~1113. 

503 955 9574 P . 04 
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National service· aids 
·s. Oregon counties 

President Clinton's domestic version of the Peace 
Corps will show up in Josephine and Jackson cowitles in 
September. 

The ncl&hboring coW1ties will share one AmeriCorps 
volunteer, said CUrry County Commissioner Terry Han-
scam. • 

AmeriCorps is Cllolon's •~• twist on the Peace 
Corps started by President Kennedy in the ' 60s . But 
while tbP. Peace Corps focuses -O\'erseas, this new 
national Mll'\'ice proifam concentrates on helpin& com­
munities at home. 

Volunteers will spend one year in the program, 
receiving about minimum waae for the work and health 
benefits. After a year, volunteers will aet $4,725 to pay 
off a student loan or further their education, said Robin 
SUtherland, director of the Oregon office of the Corpora­
tion for National Service. The corporation oversees 
AmeriCorps. 

The Southwest Orejon Resource Coruervation and 
Development Council, part of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, recently received word five AmeriCorps 
spots were approved, Han~cam said. Curry and Coo:; 
counties will have one person each. Doualas County will 
have two. 

The volunteer in Josephine and Jackson counties will 
work wlth watershed councils, according to current 
plans. 

For information, call 47&-5906 or 1-800-S'l&-4865. 

P. 03 
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In the Journ,1I 

•East St. l.oui$ Journal-October 12, 1994 

Americ.orp seeking 
sites for spruce-·u p 
By Mik, Viola 
Staff writer 

Weed-infested lots throughout 
East St. Louis and neighboring 
communities will be receiving a 
facelift from participants in a 
new work program. 

Organizers of lhe AmeriCorps 
Project are asking rnembers f 
the community to let them know 
of lots that can be transformed 
from eyesores to bright spots in 
the community. 

"We are looking to create 
urban gardens, clean up play­
grounds and add mini-parks in 
the comm unity ,'' said Arthur 
Johnson, speakin& for the local 
AmeriCorps Project 

,,,J 

!Garden 
::=:ontinued from l'ag, VJ 
tl1!'ough State Community Col­
lege. 

Toe garden park project is a 
joint e!fort between AmeriCorps 
and Make East St. Louis Beauti­
ful . While the project concen­
trates In East St. Louis, vacant 
lots can also be transformed in 
neighboring communities 
through AmeriCorps. 

Anyone with suggestions on a 
site that could be turned into a 
commwuty garden or mini-park 
should call Rufus Williams or 
Don Wallace at 583--2519. 

AmeriCorps was formed in 
East St. Louie; this summer as a 
domestic fo rm of the Peace 
Corps. It is bein& administered 

(See GARDEN, Page 4A) 

.,. • To · clean up and beautify 
vacant acreage at State Commu­
nity College and to renovate the 
greenhouse at East St. Louis 
Senior High School. 

:farticipants in the year-long 
program are paid $147 per week 
affli receive up to $4,275 at the 
ena of the year to advance their 
~cation. 
;t)ver the next year, Ameri­
<:Qtps participants are expected . 
oo. accomplish the following 
gt.s: 

.,. To restore athletic fields, 
several Doral gardens, a lagoon, 
a atream channel and renovate a 
1reenhouse in the East St. Louis 
Park· District. • 

AmeriCorps workers also will 
be involved in clean-u_p work 
from last year's flood along the 
MiBs.lasippi River throughout the 

...... . 
~ To restore .~ neglected or 
&ndoned lots in residential ~et­
tmgs to state and federal stan­
di'ros. 
...... - Metro East. , 

110::> NWO::> :UV.LS 099i ces et9 XVd eo :t t 1&1 t6 / tt1ot 



\ In the Journal 

-East St. L.ouis }oumal•October 12, 1994 

Americ.orp seeking 
sites for spruce-up 
By Mik~ Viola 
Staff writer 

Weed-infested lots throughout 
East St. Louis and neighboring 
communities will be receiving a 
facelift from participants in a 
new work program . 

Organizers of \he AmeriCorps 
Project are asking members of 
the community to let them know 
of lots that can be transformed 
from eyesores to bright spots in 
the community. 

"We are looking to create 
urban gardens, clean up play­
grounds and add mini-parks in 
the community," said Arthur 
Johnson, speaking for the local 
AmeriCorps Project. 

.. , 

Kiarden -

The garden park project is a 
joint effort between AmeriCorps 
and Make East St. Louis Beauti­
ful. While the project concen­
trates in East St. Louis, vacant 
lots can also be transformed in 
neighboring communilies 
through AmeriCorps. 

Anyone with sugge:itions on a . 
site that could be turned into a 
community garden or mini-park 
should call Rufus Williams or 
Don Wallace at 583-2519. 

AmeriCorps was formed in 
East St. L-Ouis this summer as a 
domestic form of the Peace 
Corps . It is being administered 

(See GARDEN, Page 4A) 

~ontinued from Pag, 1A) 
tbrough State Community Col­
lege. 
~articipants in the year-long 
program are paid $147 per week 
at1'd receive up to $4,275 at the ena of the year to advance their 
e(tlcation. 

,., • To · clean up and beautify 
vacant acreage at State Commu­
nity College and to renovate the 
greenhouse at East St. Louis 
Senior High School . 

;'Over the next year, Ameri­
c:m,,s participants are expected 
to.. accomplish the following 
fflls : ·-~ To restore .20 neglected or 
amindoned lots in residential set­
~/o state and federal stan-

,,,. To restore athletic fields , 
several floral gardens, a lagoon, 
a stream channel and renovate a 
greenhouse in the East St. L-Ouis 
Park District. 

ArneriCorps workers also will 
be tnvolY-ed in clean-u_p work 
from last year's flood along the 
Mississippi River throughout the 
Metro East. , 
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USOA ~dneb'Paula.Jo.-.3_.. llbcWlaudl 
on a - i-,:ed • l)l!ft al a..-Ji.rilias ~ lo'• lo/c-.OW al 
..,..._ prqo,a lo 11'.allbcln Md SL Cla'r cavoll,-1, Thtt-1 
...,_.fell)00llll)risi,,o...,llnl~p,classlalefle 
-., of oe,o,.tce_ T"8\I _.., ~ •.lie,~ 10 1.7CO 
hour•ol oc,r,...aili, H'"._.,_. t,e Ml!':-,-. 

30 take oath to become first AmetiCorps volunteers 
. Story and P'ho,oa 

6y NAT WILLIAMS 

EAST s~. LOUlS, Ill . - AmerlCOl'l,-", 
1-'res.Jrtent CJlnton•s dom~:i.u-c ver.!t~lln ot Uu~ 
PuC<O Corp-', 13 oft and nrnnln,:- In llllnols. 
.And the U.S. Department of Agrl cnl lure 13 B 
big part o{ lt. 

n .. Lrty vohmteeTS wero a:wom tn here re• 
eenlly clurlna- " klckort ceremony held al 
Stale Community CoUe_te. They wen, am­
ong :1:4) "'ho applied to be In lhe flrst gNUp. 

!n September 1&93 Clinton 1ii;:n•d Into law 
I.he bill auU-.orulnK the enactmen l ol a cl---~ • 

vman v<1Jw,teer corp& to make a dl{leceoce 
IA n.,ral and m.,1ropolllan an.u acrc..s• I.he 
Ulll led St.Ille• . 

Paula Jone,, who hend• up l!le 
Am,c1Corp4 proi:,.-,m natlonally lor the Soll 
Con,en ·aUon Strvlce, lold offlc lll11 ga lt,­
ererl hcN that they weN wltr.c,omg a hb­
lortc ocra,ion. 

''l:lere we .a.r-e, oni;- one yea.r tater, Ar.Id Ute 
drea m ha.s becotr..e a. rea!k.y,•• Jone-1 aaJd. 
" AmerlCorp• has been a very s.reetal proj ­
ect for a Jot of us. 'Th.ls lo a very historical 
1nom~nt.1

' 

The 30 volunteu• will com))r>se two 
lt::LJn., w,or~lnR J.n Sl. cialr and . :).fallion __ 

collll\J"". ():,.e t,am w1ll cona1t o( :JO work- very coJnblilc.d to U..Jr .. ,ous." Joftu 
!rl who ,..Ul 11.olp re31ore natural &N~ aak1. • 
damaged by !S9S and II~ lloodlng. Th• s . 
other :20 -...ru work on project,, In U... Ea.t St. Ile added th.at U .S. ~creuo.ry or 
Lcn,13/ LI• 11-o areas """°Yatl.Jt& Y&eaAl and AKricllllUze Kr.. Eal>)· la • &lronJ a.,p­
abaondo:ied ruldenUA! Jou .aod pus,Une- porur at Amel'103l'JI&- Also ba.ddloJ UM! 
veget.aUon tobeaul.lzy the are~ progaun la scs cfttel Paul Joluuoo . .Jootul . 

S 
so• and hUo -.-Ue an, , ·ete.rtn P'aACe Cocps 

om e al the lots will become urban _luAI...,.,_ 
veget.1.blo g.ardeu and commumty r.-ru. Amer1C..-p• ~ dft.J-d to mall• a d!f­
acoordlng to Don Wallace, project d.lrector. rue.au Jo, tllrce aru.o : ll11.l-hwl,er, n>nJ 
T'ha E:a■ t Sl. Leu!• prog-ram 1J1 l>elng oper- devcl•pmeAt, and pub(lc left:is &!Id .,.._ 
ated by {;9DA Ln conJw,cUon with State vtrGiunenl. Jooe1 ex~. 11>e progr.ua 
Community Colle,e. • • ha.I the potenUal to JJ:»pad thos,- tr. nzraJ a., 

Jo!u:.1on :!II.Id I.ho.I lh., rea.l work "'ill beg1n well &:!I ,netropo1"an anea.o . 
o n..nct_.\ __ . _ _ • --- -- ---- •·· - . - ------ -~•·•- ------
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" 

Pk1med .,. 12 ataft lll8lbbal ol lbe ~ °"PL, JlnJat ""'· 
seated: 0. 110 r.) Proj«:t Coontinalor Sarah Hood: Te&m tnder l!wlyn 
Bankhead; P-U'Sl row, from left. Bvica Butlet', Shanita Oardner, Debra 
by, Hazel Ruth,~ Hood and Carftoa Hall; Second row, f\'om left. 
Charle, Mor,an, Camlyu Tart. Touuaint Griffin, mt 1Uco HarriDJtOD. 

AMER IC 0 RP s• c::i,.~·mee,critical 
needl in four anu: Education. Pub­
lic Safety I &vironmcocal Noeda, ud 
Human Needl. Participant, ,orvo 9-
12 months, rei:eive Q'l.inin1, lkilla, 
and lcnowledao co petform projact 
tub, and btcoml elijibla IO 111Ceive 
an educational award &J\&r succeaa­
fully comi,lcan1 IOtVico. Panicipuiu 
without a bitb IChool dj})Joma me 
auiacd u, receive lht OED. 

ANTI-HUNGD CORPS 
0n Sepcembet 12, 1994, a DCW Da• 

tiooa1 aervice propm wu launched 
by the Preaidcnl • Americorpe, ~ 1 
retult of the National Community 
Service Truat Act siped into law in 
Sep(Cmber, 1993, ~ will 
cnc..ourqc and reward panou from 
differntblcbrouftd, forllffl'ic:e. In 
the cnditiOd o1 lm'Yiee projectl like 
the Puce Corp1, ~ 1w a 
fOW'fold miaioa: 1. GeainJ tbm&• 
done. 2. stRnilhenin& communities, 

• 3. encourqin1 reapoaaibHity, and ,4, 

NJ Amcritotpl prop-am funded 110 
servo Hum1)bNyt-Sunllower Couo­
tia it me USDA And-Hun1crCorps, 
located at 202 N. Hayden Street, 
Belzoni,MS. TheAnti-HunaerCQrlll 
accta to help low-income families 
reach aelf-11d'ftcf,eacy and boncftt 

----------• ftvm oxiatiDs lllti-lumpr propms ~h.u ~• summcrf..S. 
IDI lifel. atampl, w:. 
11-USDAAali-HunprCorp .. 11ff 

, an-...,.. • two-day tninin1 wort­
lbop ~ 27-28, 1994, ..­
~ the MS Commiuioll for 
N ' Ind Community~ A 
hipll&ht of the worbhop w .. tbe 
luncheon bynore addreu of Ant 
Lady Pat Pordic:e, an advocata of 
vohmreerism. 

1 ~ projeetl pt UDderfiay, mombal 
oftbe USDA Anti-HunptCorpl will 
be viliting your communities IOOII, 
Por more iafonn.tion about tbil 
Arnorico~ propm. contact Sarah 
Hood ai 247-4727. ·--~---------., -

• 

• 
I 
I 

i 
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Ameri.~C>rP,~.;Pr~:9~@~ kic~~d ::·:; _: 
off Wednesday'}ft K_anopohs 

. t.,... . .· . 
By CHARLA GATZ not available ili. ca~ form but EZJay be 

Outdoor'$ Editor used 10 pay tuiti~ at an inatilution of 
KANOPOLIS LAKE - The Civil- hiJhcr education Q'. ~o pay off student 

ian Conservation Corps program of loans. -···· ·?.~i t ' 
more than SO years ·ago has beai Eight more . ~~Jeers are being · 
dusred off and renamc.d Amc:ricorps sought to beco~ involved in the 
but conceptually it ~ b~ on essen- program. Four grci~s of five workers 
tially the same premise - sweat eq- each will work iii wildlife llt.aS at 
uity. . Wildlife and Puu state lakes at Ka-

The Americorps program, a mod- nopolis'. Glen ,Bider, Milford and 
em day venion of the CCC, was offi- Webster. •• ··J ; ... 
cially kiclce<l off Wednesday at the Each worlcet 'will receive a basic 
Corral Shelter. living stipend or"$7;660 each for liv-

Doing lhe honors was Jim Meiscn- ing expenses dt#ng the period of 
heimer, regional facilitator for the time he iJ participating in the Ameri­

iup the benefits of an ~ tional $7 ,. 
660 toward school exp~. 

Herb Queen of Grainfield, a CCC 
alumnus, also addresied lhose gath­
ered. CCC was a federal program im­
plemented from 1933-42 for uncm-

. ployed 18- to 25-ycar-old l.>Qys. 
"Anybody who hasn't lived in the 

'30s can 'l undersrand how it was," 
Queen said. "There was· i · lot of work 
to be done and no money to do iL" 

The boys labored on vafious pro­
jects. They built such things as shel­
ler houses at state lakes and commu­
ruty buildi,ngs. 

United Stares Department of Agricul- corps program. :i~---
ture Americotps program.in Kamas. • Their basic 4~es · will 'involve "We cleaned up S~~m . City State 

Among those attending were l.alI}' restoration of flood: d,maged areas Lake," Queen sa id. ''We _helped rc -
Milt$, project dircc«r .trom 'the Soil that were ~d hi(l>•/the 1993 flood, :build tho dam when: it was wa,,hi?d 
Conservation Service in . Salina; · ;, ~eisenheimer saiif They will remove out and we de~igned \he spillw-.y. ••• 
Robert Baiboe; section • leader !or ·. 'Jlood debris, rc-~gewe with native • .- The boy, were required ~o pass 
public lands tor the Kansas ~art• • _- grus, develop ~e. habitat, repair physical· ex.ams w:1 re.sided in camps 
ment of Wildlife and Parks in Pratt; · trails md recrea& faclliiies of all uncle. army rule. Clothing and hous-
Rkk Manin, Kanopolis St:ire Park ··types. • ... : ·. 1. • • · ·;;:-:1 .. ' : :. ; : . in& were provided and medical e~-
managcr; Mike Nyhof!, Olen Elder • .. ·AJJ. patk user,IS,will benefit, said pcmes were c:o~ered. • • . · ' 
State Parle man.A,$er: Virgil Beougher, • Mc~. f, · .•• ·. :: : .· ·. They received $30 per month -
Ellsw011h County SCS district con-· • 'A t.acelift oi ipe !rail system· ls they were allowed to keep $5 while 
sc:rvationist; and An. Kohls, a. mcm• planned ai"Kanopo1is Lake, according the other $25 wa.s sent home to their 
ber of the .~s~or1h Coun~ Agri~-. to~ •. . f .·. \·. · . .- \.··.<:.: ; _ parents: :.Those who were . ~ ~ al 
tur&l. Stabili2&1!on and- ~at1on . "'We " &Qlilg ,!O try ~<.L~ .-: 1t Jeadet\\ trnerged and wr;r_,. promoted 
Service_ Exoc~u~ -~tte~ •.:.::: .::~::.: .ready fur the ~exl re~,91Q&SQn .. to section.leadc.r. ThC)' recci".ed-$36 a 

The 12 designated ·Amcricorps ., and I think this is g~m'g" to_ give \l$ 'the mon~ '$6 of ,which .tfte{ 'wer~· ,'aI­
workerulso were present. _. • t ·':· · :: perf cct opportunfty to do that.," Mar- lowed to keep. .. . . . .;.,:: . , . . 

.The Amer.!corps slogaii is ,"Getting •• ~ said. • -/l • · _.- - • i .' . . . Qu~ wa.s ·Jisc~~~-~hen he h.i1 
~ings done::. The P.rogram 1_~ rooted • When_ asked ~hy she applied f?r his 25th birthday. . -· •. • 
in commwuty service _!Jld mvo.Jve: the program one ~cmalc ~orlc~ s~d "I had gained enough experfonce I 
°.1~ and pr~otes ~onal z:espon• she -~ a great ~st m ~dlite could go into civi_l service;·• he said. 
s1b~li~y. according .to Me.iscnl:euncr. and m ~estate parks, ~d she wished He speot the nex t 30 years workin~ 

It s & way to give something back. • to conl.Ulue he~ ,_educatJ.on. A second for SCS I!' an engineering technician. 
to the community," he said. . • female said the education31 :lWard al- • . ; 

It is commonly thouSbt that so attracted he:. Gordon Swan and Nan_c1 Ridge. 
democracy protects citizens, Meisen~ . • "Our lake got lw-deat . bit by the • McPh~oo Coumy ~~ension s:ifct: 
heimer said, but citiz=s should also flood," she added. ''Maybe we can gei • extension ~gents, provided the CP~ 
protect democracy. ., • •. . .. . , . . it looking good again." . . . and first , aid cl~cs !or_ ~e ~er: 

"Amcricorps is not a • volunteer One male worker who has done • corps workers, MeLS~euner sllJ.d. 
• program or a job, program," he .seasonll1 work at MiU'ord 13.id, "Now "They've ·done a ircat job," h 

stressed. ~1, is a service program." . . it', time for us to help and get some- said. • • •. 
After contributing 1,700 b.ours of thing~~ne~oun~.h~" ; , . A To apply fa- the pro~ q,JI : 

labor tb.e workm will receive a S4,- 6eil1oc:1, nc a&.11.1. ii"- _sLu(K)n t i<}.;v .,;. 800-S80-41S3 or- cont.Act a local SC 
725 educational award. The award is college for a yeiu; to work he does nor · • office. 

Outdoor briefs 1:­
t 

... 

' .. , ' 
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-i'rnericOrps 'projecfs set~ 
:to combat hunger in O.S .. 
• Seaetary of Agriculture ~ ~ A j The Darby Creek pr~al puts parti­
annouru:ed that the U.S. Department of cipants at field level involvement m 
Agriculture will administer 42 different both public and private lands. This is the 
AmeriCc.-ps projects this year. real job area, Espy said. As watershed 

Ohio's Darby Creek Watershed is management projects become more ac­
one of the 42 AmeriCap's projects cepted, the experience these particip­
selected for furullrlg7?ttryear. ants obtain will be of real value and give 

The programs are designed to fight them a chance to be more accepted in 
hunger and improve Illltritioo. preserve the private sector. • 
national forests and improve commun- Participants will be involved in carry­
ity euviroomental quality, promote rural ing out compooents of the USDA Darby 
development and increase rural water Creek Hydrologic Unit Proposal and 
delivery, and boost ongoing flood-relief The Nature Conservancy's Darby Bio-
effcxts in the Midwest reserve plan. 

"President Clinton has made it clear Six positions are needed to work ex-
to members of his Cabinet that natiooal elusively in the Darby Watershed. 
~ is one of his top priorities, and I These include two individuals to wen 
am expecially pleased that USDA will on field maps and inventories fOf Big 
be playing a key role in the AmeriCorps and Little Darby Creek. . 
program," Espy said. _ Two people will assist soil and water 

"The USDA projects 'will fulfill the experts to do survey and design wen in 
President's visim that national service both rural and wbanizing areas. One 
brings together citiuns of varied back- person will assist with the Tree Re­
grounds to perform services vtial to source Establishment and Enhancement 
their communities." Service Turn Key program and work 
, AmeriCorps is President Clinton's with vendors in establishing riparian 
national service initiative that allows di- corridor buffer strips. • 
verse groups of Americans to earn col­
lege <r vocatiooal school scholarships 
while performing critical service to . 
meet human, environmental, public 
safety and educational needs. 

One individual will assist the Darby 
Creek Ohio Department of Natural Re­
source's Scenic River Coordinator at 
the field level in coordination with the 
Ohio Youth Conservation Corps, 

. Participants in the program will work 
for a year earning a stipend of at least 
$7,500, and then receive an educational 
voucher worth $4,725. 

Americans 17 years of age or older / 
may apply for the USDA programs by 
calling 1-800-880-4183. ! 

' 
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Am~~iC
1
0~! aimed ~t youth; conservation 

~ Leaders ~ natu?a'ftesource agencies service initiative that allows diverse groups of 
ligned an agreement this month fo cooperate young people to e;.rn college or vocational 
'pn AmeriCorps, a national service program school scholarships while performing, service 
that will employ youth and help conserve • to meet human, environmental, public safety • 
natural resources in Oklahoma. and educational needs. 
• The participants will work in western The U.S. Department of.Agriculture, Soil 

,Oklahoma for approximately one year, be- Conservation Service, the Oklahoma Conser-
ginning in September. vation Commission, the Oklahoina Associa-
• Applications must be submitted by Friday. ' tion of Conservation Districts, the Oklahoma 

f'.or more information, contact LeRoy Tull at Department of Agriculture, and the Oklahoma 
74:Z-1207, Amy Sanders at 742-1246 or 742- Department of Wildlife Conservation will 
1007 (TDD), or the toll-free national USDA implement the ~m~tiC~rogram in Okla-
AmeriCorps hot line at (800) 880-4183. homa. . 

AmeriCorps is President Clinton's national "Through this program we can offer our 
I • -

young people an opportunity to earn an edu­
cation, and we can provide protection for our 
soil, water, air, animal and plant resources," 
said Bobbye Jack· Jones, SCS state conserva­
tionist for Oklahoma. 

"Following the Dust Bowl of the 1930s, 
conservationists planted the bare land with 
trees, forming miles of living windbreaks," . 
Jones said. 

"Those windbreaks have protected the soil 
from wind, acted as.snow fences along high- : 
ways, provided habitat for wildlife, protected 
crops, and added beauty to the landscape." 
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Voice of the people 

A positive program for the city's kids 
CHICAGO- In the first two weeks of 

December, organizers and corps members of 
City Year, a Boston-based national service 
program. met with community organizers and 
city personnel, boys and girls clubs, business 
leaders, politicians and ethnic and civic 
organizations across Chicago. 

Their message was straightforward but 
unassuming: "We want to come here if you will 
have us. We think we can help you make a 
difference.'' The response was understandably 
enthusiastic. Chicagoans are hungry for 
programs that work and we think City Year has 
real potential for Chicago. Mayor Daley and 
Gov. Edgar should voice their support for City 
Year and encourage corporate leaders to invest 
in the work force of their future. 

City Year employs teens and young adults 
from all racial, ethnic and socioeconomic 
backgrounds to perform one year of community 
service for which they are paid $100 a week and 
$5.000 upon completion. It currently employs 300 
kids a year and the mix is demographically 
representative. Organizers stress that employing 
kids with family incomes above $60,000-those 
with an inside track on future leadership and 
policy-making- is just as crucial to City Year's 
goals of effecting lasting change. 

Under a fairly rigid discipline structure that 
enforces a code of conduct stressing personal 
and civic responsibility, kids learn the value of 
community and in the process discover their 
own personal worth and the power to change 
their own lives and make a difference in others. 
By City Year's accounts, 85 percent of the kids 

stay with the program and those that graduate 
have a powerful tool on their resume. 
Organizers say that many Boston-based 
corporations who support the pilot program 
give priority to hiring City Year graduates. 

The Boston program has expanded into four 
other cities. Chicago, the largest of any 
proposed City Year site thus far, represents the 
most significant challenge. Although funded in 
part by the federal government under the 
National Service Act, City Year relies primarily 
on private dollars. 

City Year is not a panacea for the complex 
issues confronting our cities and our youth, nor 
is it a replacement for strong family and 
institutional structures that defme healthy 
communities. But it is an important step toward 
giving many kids something that they crave, 
need and may not get elsewhere: support, 
discipline, positive role models and exposure to 
life beyond their often insular worlds. 

We welcome City Year kids--0ur own kids-­
as teachers' aides in schools. in homeless 
shelters feeding the hungry, helping the 
mentally and physically challenged, building 
parks and playgrounds, cleaning up 
neighborhoods and working with and for 
community. We need to show them that they 
are necessary and prized partners in crafting 
the vision of what Chicago can be. 

Ross Harano 
PRESIDF.NT 

Jeryl Levin 
EXECtmVE DIRECTOR 

[ LlJNOIS ETHNIC CoALmON 



<lhe Qfolumbus Jllispatch 
Wednesday, September 8, 1993 

City to get youth corps project next smnmer 
Plan detailed to central Ohio students 
By Brent Lalonde 
lJi,p,Jch Slaff Rrpcttrr 

A youth corp~ that plans to 
begin providing community ~rvice 
in Columbll• next summer received a 
warm reception yesterday from cen­
tral Ohio high !1Chool studenL•. 

Organi1.e111 of City Year - a 
BO!rt.on-ba.~I youth t'OrJ">R t.lmt Ls to 
expand into six cities next year -
presented the facts of the program 
to about 90 high i,chool stmlenLs at 
an assembly at the Fort Hayes Met­
ropolitan Education Cenl<>r. 

All.er learning that City Year 
membera work on community pro­
jects and receive a Mla­
ry of $100 a week and 
an additional grant at 
the end of the pmgram, 
Rea Woods said the 
corps has potential to 
succeed in Columbus. 

"It's interesting. 
I' ve never heard of 
anything like this be­
fore," said Rea, a !'('n­
ior at Bexley High 
School. "I wa~n·t en­
tlmsed ahout communi- Khazel 
tv service when I came 
here today, but they man~ to 
make it seem very intere;ting.' 

She said she would be interest­
ed in working with the COt'JlR when it 
begins a three-month summer pro­
gram in June. 

If all goes well, a nine-month 
pmgr-.im \\ill hegin in September 
19%. 

"It's a lot of work, and it's kind 
of overwhelming," said Lena Welch, 
a junior at Bishop Watter.,on High 
School. "A lot of it soumle<l good. I 
think some special people my age 
would volunteer. 

"I think it can work because 
there's a lot of energy with today's 
youth, and if you get them together 
and organized, a lot of amazing 
things can be done." 

/\Ian Kha1.ei, who help fnund th, · 
pmi.rram in 80!'ton in 198H, !<.lid ht • 
expect.• to rl.'ceive ahout 2()() applil-a­
tion~ for an estimated 50 coqlS joh~ 
in Columbus next rummer. 

Those who are accepted \\ill 
spend the summer working on val' · 
iou~ ~rvice project.s, which in Bos­
t.on have included cleaninK vamnl 
lols, working in homelIB..s shcih'11-, 
renovating home~ anrl workinJ.'( ;t, 

teachers' aide8 in ell'mentary l'i;t,, ­

moms. 
Each participant will t'!Wiw ;1 

grant of nbout $2,000 to use for 
college tuition or job trnining. 

"What I've !'<'Cll i, 
that young people get a 
'life education,'" Kha-
7A!i said. "They learn 
t.llings you can't learn 
in books and you can 'l 
learn in !lehool." 

City Year i.s rll' ­
signccl for people 17 ln 
28 to spend eith,,,. 
three months or nirn • 
months working 1111 

community senice (11" · 
jects and lcarninJ! 
ahout life with oth1•t'l< 

from different backgrounds, Khan'i 
said. 

"Stuclents ha\'e a junior yeal' 
ancl a senior year in a high !lehnol," 
he !<;Uc! . "I challenp:e (the student.,) 
to take a 'city year' where the city 
becomes their cla ... ~room." 

PPt1-uacling Columbll•-area c,w­
porations to help pay for t.l1e pr,,_ 
gram is one of the challenges fncinir 
organizers, Khazci said. 

"Fund raLsing is alway, a chal­
lenge. For this to work, it ha.s to I,• 
locally funded," he !<;U{l. "There is no 
moncv for it if it isn't fu nded. 

,;It won't work if local rorpo1.i­

tions, foundation..s an<l citizens don't. 
invest, and not only with their mon­
ey, but with their time, too." 

Members of City Year youth rorps perfonn at 
Fort Hayes Metropolitan Education Center 

,.,, HlnckleJ/ 0..'f'CllCh 

for about 90 students. The corps ~II have a 
summer program in Columbus next year. 
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AmeriCorps 

State groups 
winners of 
• federal grants 

By JO SANDIN 
o1 The Journal staff 

Building food pantries, feed­
ing the homeless, planting urban 
gardens, coordinating park 
cleanups, finding ways to . fi&ht , 
urban violence in Milwaukee, 
and restorina: wetlands throu&h- • 
out Wisconsin wm· cnpae the • 
energies of the fint wave of 
AmcriCorps volunteers here. 

Wisconsin • organizations di- , 
recting those projects were 
among 58 groups named Mon­
day as winners of · the first $47 
million in f cderal pants from 
President Ointon•s proctam that 
allows young AmcriC3DS to ex-

. change service for collqc puts. 
Grants announced 1D Wash­

ington on Monday by Eli Segal. 
chief executive of the Corpora­
tion for National Service, will 
pay for about 7,000 corps mem­
bers who will begin work in Sep- I 
tember. By the end of the year, 
up to 20,000 Americans arc ex­
pected to be engaged in as many 
as 200 AmeriCorps projects. 

Workers will be paid $7,500 a 
year, plus health insurance .. At 
the end of two yean of service, 
volunteers will receive $9,450 
($4,725 for each year) for college 
tuition or to repay a college loan. 

The Hunger Task Force of 
Milwaukee and the Milwaukee 

1 Community Service Corps won 
what appears to be the largest 
grant specifically for use in Wis­
consin. AmeriCorps will pay for 

1 $675,000 of the $900,000 proj­
ect. which will be overseen by 
the US Department of Agricul-

1 turc. 
I The two agencies will recruit 

40 young adults to implement 
anti-hunger activities ra_n~ng '. 
from renovating and bulldmg 1 

food pantries to doing nutrition ' 
outreach. l 

The goal is to increase by 10% 
the number of people served by 
the Summer Food Service Pro­
gram, according to officials of 
the two agenc_ies. 

Herc arc lbC other Wisconsin 
prop-ams to win fundina: 
■ One AmcriCorps volunteer 

at the YMCA will participate m 
the rs Earth Service Corps Fd-
lowshl.ta~ coordinatin1 
schoo community service 
clubs and ,unnma such ' projects. 
as part cleanups, urban prd~ 
and environmental education 
programs in and after school. 
■ Milwaukee will be one of 

I 10 cities to be visited ~ Amcri-
• Corps volunteers workin& with 

the Conarcss of National Black 
Churches in studyin& succcssfW 
strategies to combat urban vi~ 
lence. 

Sullivan Robinson. director of 
development for the Congress, 
said volunteen would be in­
volved in a plannina study to 
.. test the feasibility of putting 
into operation a church-based 
program in conflict resolution. 
We want to pull toge".!lc;r the best 
of the methods [to fiaht crime 
and violence] and replicate those 
elsewhere.'" 

■ The US Department of Ag­
riculture Public Lands and Envi­
ronment Team will assign 151 
AmcriCorps volunteers to work 
on flood<ontrol projects in Wis­
consin and eight other Midwest­
ern states. 

To apply for one of the 40 
AmeriCorps positions with Mil­
waukee's anti-hunger program, 
call Michele Golstein ( 414) 
962-3111 or Tony Perez (414) 
276-6272. To be put on the na­
tional list of potential voluntecn. 
call (800) 880-4183. 

To get on the mailing list for 
the state proaram, call (608) 
266-8569. The national number 
for AmeriCorps information 1s 
(800) 94A-CORPS. 

MllwaukN, WI 53212 

\ Flle~Co~~ 
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1,ill l11 •1/11"1, ·,' :;.1i1•<:l11 r i11 I >111k, •,:!~, 
11 ,l111'iow11 Stnl1• I l1tiv1•1~i1v 1w11ior 
wh1111 ill 111• 1111 /\1111 •1 ii ',11 p 1; i.,11 tf,•r. 

."I 1lid11 '1 lrn11w 111111111 1111' pny or 
sll11e11cl wlwu ll11 •y ni;kl,d 111c 111 lilt 
•111l 1111 nppli,·11 11,111," l>ruk .. 1oiid. "I 
1111t lh1111~l tl ii w11rtltl 111• 11 privilt•l(c, 
l wuu/cl 111 , 111·111., 111 lw II purl of 
ltnL" 

I Jrul11: will wmk wil Ir Att>l'fiCorp11 
l1ro111:lt I Ir.- I :r1•11I "' .I 111 :hs1111 Y 011111 

iNvin: ( '1,rp~ . wltid, will 11v,: tt1H11 

lw I IHI),\ I 111l1li1· I .n111 I~ 111111 E11vi ­
u111111 •11l '1'1 ·1 1111111111(h,, l IS i It\ J\11ti ­
l1111c1:r T,·11111 . 
"Wc'rn i11 1111: 1•ton•M11 t11' rc1:r11it­

'I! •tow," linid t\lfn:tl l\forl in , cxcr11 -
r\'c diwl'lm uf the \'0111 11 S1!rVil:e 
'.oq,i;, 

"II yu11 'ru l1"1ki111: l11r 11jul,jw1l. l11 
~, puid, I hi~ is 11111 1'1,r ~·111 1," 1\111rt i11 
,,i,I. ,. If y1111°t\! i11I cr1•11ll:d i II I he Cll ­

lr,m111u;,, , I he 1·111111111111it v 11r<111nc l 
1111 , th, ·11 H, h 11ti1:!1 t Ii(' t<,,"y1111 ." 

Mortin 1111id lr1• l11 1~ 111 '.<~11 in i.:11 n -

1cl wil h 11cv1:t11I I ldl 11 -l1w1cd 11ri:11 -

h:11l io1111, lt•II inl( 1111:111 k 1111w p1,11pl1.4 
Ill l1euv11 il11l,lc tu lidp. 
lhi i;ni,I lh(! tr, w11rkcr11 will be 

m;l ,1111-: lll' il! l1h,,r lt ooi l11 111 i1tc11lify 
cupl,: i11 111·.-1 11111111•11:<1t111 I. hey 
1mw wh 111 :wn i,·1·" 1111: 11v11il11lilc. 
"'l'hc 11,:11111:i,•:1 tin: 1:llilll! 111 ~11 11w 

II! 11ook i; 111,d n111111i1•i< uf I heir 
: i1:hh11rl111111b. 1111 1 1 )11• 111:1·111 i, ., 11 rl' 
·1m, 11111h:rl<l11lli!d ," l\l11rll11 ~11111. 
)ur i:11111 i!d111 :1 ·1 1111' word 0111, 11iJ:11 
1 llw pl•oph•." 
"We hnv1: t h i' 111-t·tl , " 1111i1I lln r/111ri1 

lnys, 1wd11l ~•• rvi ,·i: workl'r w ith 
11111phrcyl< t '01 1111 \' l l 11i1>11 fo r l'ni ­
cs11 i11 11, l, ,,,,I " \Vc 1111\·u 1:t,lhlll 
Jt1plcm1l,~ l!<r11111pi;i11lhii;r,H11t­
• pl11t; Wt · 11111•1· II 1111 nf dd1•rly, 
"'1'111•y'rt• i11 fll'1 ·d l11 ·c111t!'lc they're 
1 n 1111ppl, •1111 •11t11I lix,•d inl'11111 u," 
l11y11 said . t-;fri, :rn id II l\lt:11fi;. 1111-

/fict•ls proi;w111 1111w i;,,rws :1tHt .,HMJ 
lo1,le1, l,111 l'otrld 1•xp11111I. 
C:linl Floyd uf Furi :Hl , tli11tr icl 

111gcr l'ur I he lli1·11v illt• N11lio11nl 
uw11t., 1rnid ll11 • :.!O 1•••11plu worl1i11i; 
niru will 1'11•1 111111HI i 111pr11v1: 11 lwrHO 
11il n11<1 u wulki11,c lrnil 111111 rlt!llr 

wuy hr11t1h I lint h1111q1t·rn 111uv11-
1e11l ol'llll' l!11d1111gl'l'1•d rnd 1:ock11cl­
,1 W1NMlptJ1·k1•r. 

Mi~sh111i1111i b1 ho1111: tu 11l,rn1l WO 
1•1l 1°1N·k111l1:1I w111ul1" :1·lwr cnl1111it:", 
hil'l1 ~••tll'rnlly rn111:1! fr11111 0110 l.o 

,iir l1i11ls, !rni,I llul, I :lu11~uw, l1iolo­
isl wit Ii tlll' 11 .~ . ti'tin•i,;I. Sr!l'Vku in 
11t'b1111. I h· 111111111!.11111 11111 fol' I.hose 
,, i11 I Ill' lli1111villu N11li111111I Forc:4L 
Armr11d 1111! 1111'11 of' I lw rn11t11ry, 

111111:h uld pilll! lr1:1ii1 worn i11 the 
uh• lo h11\·1· hi' 111 :1t1,IIIMl1•ulo11iuK in 
IC !llllft•. 11 111111111:11 111111 11111111,cr iN 
,11 •1•rlai11, 111",aid 
... , l11 •\,.r,• r dl.1111· .ol .. ,111 11.11 in;: :1 

WHAT'S OFFERl!D 
Amer1Corp1 National Service Program, In Mi11l11lppl 
■ THch for America: Begtw, b1 1989, this national teachers c01ps 

has put 2,300 teachers itto il11M1r-dly and ru, al areas. Mississippi's Doi· 
la wtn get some of the 1,000 members who will be spread over 13 
stales and In Wa1hlnglon. 
■ ~~t• Service Corp1: Coverkig 4 5 Maslsalppl counties and parts 

of LOU1t1ana and Arkansas, 145 volunteers in each elate will work wilh 
community organizations on local needs. Examples include improvlno 
children's literacy, helping the efdefly remain independent, and improv· 
Ing slate park1. Tl'ia wl be the program's third year. 
■ USOA Rural Development Teem: In the Delta region of Arkan­

sas, Louisiana and Mississippi, 67 members wil work on economic ancJ 
environmental projects, including Improving Nvestock waste treatmenl 
In 13 southwest Mlaslaalppi counties and producing envlronmental edu• 
calional material& for teachers. 
■ USDA Publlc Landi and Environment Team: Ttla team of 20 

members wiD work In the Bienvlle National For eat Improving the Scenic 
Pine Trall and Shockaloe TraH and enhancing ned-cockaded Wood• 
pecker habitat. 
■ USDA Anti-Hunger Team: Run lo partnership with the Greater 

Jackson Youth Service Corps and local anll·hunger groups, 15 mem• 
bers Will go lo Humphreys and Sooflower counllea. They'll help Increase 
the number ot Mnlor Citizens receiving meets and Increase schooJ­
based sunpier food tef'lice programs. 

/ 

,nixt1m: ofr,eraoull - city aml loc11I, 
mule n111I femnle, minority a11d n1111 -
111i11urily," Floyll anicl. "I'm expecl­
ing t1ome 100d thlnaa will conie out 
ofil." 

' l\ •11d1 for Amorkn i11 n l1il 1li1Tercnl 
I h1111 olhcr lcnm", 111.'<'lllllll' il ii< o I'"'· 
lb t'i111111I co11111 wh1»1c c11lh:,:c-l(t11d11 -
11lc 111cmh1.tn1 will t.cnch 111 the Delta 
with local t1choctl l,onrcls provi<lina 
llic poy, SAicl IWznheth l.nch , a 
!l) H1k1--swomn11 for Tench for Amurku. 

The lllllllhar or'l'each fot Amtiri ­
(' 11 workers for Mi1111luippl iim'l 
k1111w11 yol, hut lheir 1,nst work has 
liccu n1111rcci11u.ul. 

" lt'11 clcfiniloly hcen an nssct to 
the cli:slrict," said Boolu:r t\mlcrson, 
nsttistnnt s1111eri11tcncle11l of the 
IJ11lln11clale Schou! IJislrict in 
Wa11hi11t1lo11 County. 

"gven though they tlon'L stay li11t 
for II Yt!Or or lwn, It gin■ 111 lime lo 
find people in key area11, for exam • 
plo, mat.Ii n111l foreign lonau11gcs," 
"" 11ohl. "Ami these kids gel eotne 
gootl lcuchi111 experiom:e." 

Cluence l.ovelacly, ,llreclor of 
c11111111t111ity aervice11 In the slal.e n~­
t)ll rlmenl of IMucatlon, sohl lhc 
l>11ll11 Sorvlc:o Corps' 146 111emhcr11 
wl II work 111 111111111roua nroas such Oil 
drivinghenlthcc11lor11utrench vnns, 
l11luri111111.uclenll and het,,lng Hub­
ital for Humanity In J1ck1on 1111d 
Coahoma County. 

hera than we can fill ," Lovelmly 
eahl. 

Fred Singleton, 30, of ,lnck111111, 
said the IJelt• Service Corp■ lu111 
liven him • purpoee. A i11me war• 
1lcn who hn<I to (:fl on 11l11nhlllty fnun 
Ull 1111-l.hc-juli injury, Hin1:lulo11 ,111id 
ho 11lnrtorl dtifl.htl{ 11111 ii n w11111u11 he 
mcl gnvc him An 11p1 ,tic11U1111 . 

" ll'11 l1t.-e11 a wornlurfltl c1t1ictlc11rn 
ever Kincc tho11. I've lcnn11'11 11 lol, 
l'vv clo11u o lot fur 111y11d f," he 1111il I. 
" Delle Service r.orpA l1tu1 rcnlly 
opened upo now pothw11y for me." 

Sinf(lcton 88t111111 ,in,1111 nctivi l i1•" 
11L Dttylmiok, '141 W. f>niu.:ngoul11 SI ., 
,l11ck1011's u11ly cluylimu hom,:leMii 
11111:ll.er. With llm.~ yenr11 or coll1•1:u 
nl lloltn SI.Ute University 111 ( :tt?vu-
101111, Si11iclt!l1111 now hop!!~ lo li11i11l1 
echnol at ,Juck11111 Slalc, l J11ivar11ity, 

AmollK the l.hinf(II htt lo11rne<I uL 
the IJ'11Lo Service Cor1u1 lrnh1h111, 
Singlvlon e11i1I, WH the 111 mllnril.y of 
rac1111. ''Before then, you k1111w, 
11omel inu,11 you lhlnk while people 
clo11'l cure,'' he &Rici. "'l'hern I 
lcornetl, for the lirsl linu.t i11 my lifo, I 
Wn!lwrong." 

l<ully, with lhe Ml111i1111i1111I Co111-
tniit11iu11 on Nntio111tl nt11I (:1111111111. 
nlty S11rvlco, 11ni1I i111livlcl11olt1 111111 
commu11lllc1 l,enofil rr11111 t.hi ~ 
work, 

"IL'• Jlko the Peoce Corpe, _. cln­
meatlc Peace Corp11. You're ,c11l111< 
Into a cotnanunlly to hel,, them 
11oln their prohlen111," 111 • tnicl. 
'"l'r11 y, we're givin~ I>eoI1le who 
WUll 

0

1llf10d tlu•ir (.~lllllllll llit.it·il 
tl1 (!1t1 c 1111 to1 lid l." 

Ile 111id IL'• the 11rogram'• thinl 
year, ,met IL allrocta 1>an1>le from In• 
11iclc nml 011lsl1h1 lhe 11lnt.e. 0 We al, 
w11vi1 lmvc inuny, 1111my more appli-
1·111 i11111-1 from 111,l t.'111.inl cnrp11 mum-------------.~-
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RTC rec1 

shows ni 
fhv A11orft1l11el P1t1•• . . 

\\' t\SI II NI :'1'1 IN Tl"' 1: 
l11J111 d1 •111111p u1:1•11n- 111111 i1..-l1 
1111111 l11ih •d 111111 it 11l in11,: l'ur l11r 
1•1,4 oll1·11l11r11111111111.t 11 11,I q11 i 
1·11h•i; li,r li111w 111111il ~. 111n·i1•1• 

'f'l11• ll1 •i,11f111i1111'1'111.41 I '11r,• 

ln1wll 11ll 1tt1•1 fl'1li,·s it i11l11 ·til1 
1111: l !IMlls "ill II llllllll ll' r 1'1111 . 
111i11l11tiZt'K 111~11 ." 

11111 1111 i\ss11d:il1 ·d 1'11 ·,s 11 
p11rl 11, t•J '.t' lh '\' rim 11111 .. 111•; 1111,I 

lo ( '11lil11111i11 ~l1 11w,-. I ltut IC' l 1 

t h1111 r,o 11 .. 11 ·1•111 "' ''"' 111 1,11,,,1, 
'l'ltl• lt'l'I ' hl111111:11 ll11• p11nr 11 

111:1:11cy'i; lor111 1: r 111 n 1l1 ·11,· 111 ,-,•I 
•~I ltulk pnrlmi.:1·s 1111tl 1111· rt·n 

n·,11 l'Hl,.111 v11lui•K 11111111m• llrt'I 
''Wr\•1• ulWil\'11 N11id ,, ;111 1•s 

l,rk1: llw ltii;,:••~I !tit 1111,'' ltTI 
111111111t M11id , " lt'1e 1111' l11111tl tt•sl 1 

lf11l wl1i11• I lw HTC : s11,·s ii I 
11 1111 kl'I v11 l11, 0 , I l,11:;1• wl111 I, 
n1:1•11t',\' 11111•11 ,I iii 11111, I lw i\ I' 
1•rul ,'i l11li •1t li11111<1 . For1•x11111 pl 

• t-;11ld I 7.!, 11\' lt '/l 111 ,\ it 
frrn n C:h11rl1•i1 l{1•ntl111! ' t1 l.111< 
I h tl' l'lllltl'r. Tilt.' !OIIIIU d,,y, 
Fr1111k, 11• ~uld I Ill' purn•I lo ,11 

liu11 . Vm11k '1111111• ,l11y r,rolll w 
■ ll1 j1·l'l1 ·cl 11$!111111illio11 lii1 

m111pll'~ in 81111 Y11i1lni, I 'ulil:, 
S1111 l)i,,1,,., n 111l l"!ll11lo l.n,kcr E 1 

Defense 
F,•11111 I A 
1111• 11 111 •\\I :-, l'l,c11,I in ( '. f1 •v 1 
lmuw11 114 1 ), ,1111 V11lll'\' I lni v, 
l11r 1111 •1 Iv I >1 •11 n St ul ,, 

' 'i\ 1·1·1111lt·111111·il 111 , ,-11 11 i;l11111 
11hl1· tu sp1•11k . It '" ,·,-. ,.y 1101 lu, 
l•rn11ki1· Hl l'J,I" ,,, uwl1·r, • 
llns,•d,tlt •, pn•sitl,·111 I tl11 • ( 'I 
f!l ,1:1. "Thul i,11q:1111tl \ 111t' rit:111 

<1 111111•11I II I. ,, 11,I I'"' H!t ll ll' ii; ( nu 
l\lituiissip pi V 11111•\' Ht 111 u." 

'1'111 : r11l1• of II w111111•11'111•11 ll1•t 

fntlrnl 11v1· 1 li1111 : , ( 'u llt:~c ll 
( !11111111i si11 111 •r 111' I ligl11•1· l•:rlu~ 
lluy I '. lc :1! t1! l,1111 I l'Hl i ll1 •, I. ( 'lt•1·t 
s11111c l>.imd 1111•111l11•1H l1 u\1: 11 1 

111 ltiol tli11t 1111' 111is~i1111 t11' ~ 
wrnild l,1 · lw:-11 1'1 tn i1 ·tl II Ih m 
pri v11l1· n1ll1 ·1:1•. 'l'lwv .,id u 11 
11f'l 'h1• \V 111,tl l\li ~HiHSlftl •i s, ,, 
1:ul 1·osl ~ 1111d 1•11tl w,111· prow 
pli1·111i1111. 

'1'111• l11111l'd °i-1 Jtl1111 111 o; ltn r 
pnin l11 •tw1 :1•111111i\·1•r :;ilr1· :1 
l !k,·rn'11 tN1I i1111111v 111111111 1\111\' 
i111: il11 1:,1•1111 IH ,;111llv11tl 11g 11I 
111111111 i11m1, ~11ppo1·lurs 1111v. 

l.11wl1:r lc :t l II s11n:t•>1sfiil ,lri 



Clinton program 

State groups 
among first 
to get grants 
Youths seeking college grants 
will volunteer for organizations 

By JO SANDIN 
~ The Joumal staff 

Wisconsin organizations fighting urban violence 
and hunger are among 58 groups named Monday as 
winners of the first federal grants from Ameri­
Corps, President Clinton's program for young 
Americans exchanging volunteer service for college 
grants. 

US Department of Agriculture attempts to re­
store: Wisconsin wetlands and a YMCA initiative to 
develop environmental service projects also were 
among the first to win funding. . 

Ail projects are expected to begin in September. 
Eventually, AmeriCorps volunteers are expected to 
operate 200 service projects throughout the nation. 

The Hunger Task Force of Milwaukee and the 
YMCA were the only organizations named specifi­
cally in a news release from Eli Segal, chief execu­
tive officer of the Corporation for National Service, 
which oversees AmeriCorps. • 

According to the news release, AmeriCorps will 
.provide extra .help for the Hunger Task Force in 
renovating, constructing, and operating food pan­
tries here. The goal is to increase by l 0% the 
number of people served by the Summer Food 
Service Program, the news release said. 

One AmeriCorps volunteer at the YMCA will 
participate in the Y's Earth Service Corps Fellow- · 
ship program coordinating school-based communi­
ty . service clubs running such projects as park 
cleanups, urban gardens and environmental educa­
tion programs in and after school. 

According to the r.elease, an unnamed Milwau­
kee congregation affiliated with the Congress of 
National Black Churches will develop a program in 
which young volunteers instruct people on how to 
protect themselves and their property from crime 
and violence. 

Under supervision of the USDA's Public Lands 
and Environment Team, AmeriCorps volunteers 
will conduct such flood control and water quality 
projects as identifying and restoring wetlands, in­
specting river systems to prepare damage assess­
ment plans and improving animal waste disposal 
systems to reduce ground water pollution. 

, ··j 
I 
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U.S. anti-hunge·r effort slatecl here 
Members of Clinton's AmeriCorps will take part in program 
By MARY BETH MURPHY 
Sentinel staff writer 

Milwaukee Is one of five na­
tional sites selected by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture to 
participate In an anti-hunger and 
nutritional program under Presi­
dent Clinton's new national ser­
vice Initiative, AmerlCorps, It 
was announced Monday. 

Two other service projects ad­
dressing concerns In Milwaukee 
and another USDA project aimed 
at r.::glons of the state damaged 
by flooding were among 58 pro­
grams nationwide to win fund­
ing. 

Referred to as a "domestic 
Peace Corps," Clinton'• national 
service Initiative, to be launched 
In September, will Involve 7,000 
AmerlCorps members working In 
urban and rural communities In 
4 7 states and the District or Co­
lumbia. 

In return for their service, Ini­
tiative participants will earn col­
lege or vocational scholarships or 
vouchers to pay back college 
loans. 

The anti-hunger program for 

Ooldtteln Barrett 

MIiwaukee County Is a collabora­
tive effort between the Hunger 
Task Force of Milwaukee and the 
Milwaukee Community Service 
Corps, Rep. Thomas M. Barrett 
(O-Mllwaukee) announced at the 
task force offices, 811 E. Vienna 
Ave. • 

The project wlll recruit 40 lo­
cal young people - ages 18 to 23 
- to work for a year In commu­
nity outreach for anti-hunger 
programs, renovate and construct 
food pantries, establish additional 
farmers markets and community 

gardens and Increase the capacity 
or emergency food p(ograms. 

In return for their setvlce, the 
AmerlCorps participants wlll 
earn $4.75 per hour. Upon com­
pletion of sefvlce, they wlll re­
ceive an educational scholarship 
worth $4,725. 

•This Is a program that's going 
to give young people an opportu­
nity lo contribute something back 
to the peot,le In MIiwaukee. More 
Importantly, It's also going to 
deal with the hunger problems 
and the nutritional problems that 
we face In our community," Bar­
rett said at a news conference. 

MIiwaukee was chosen for this 
first wave of Initiative grants due 
to the strong track record of the 
Hunger Task Force and MCSC, 
Barrett said . 

The task force feeds more than 
39,000 people each month. More 
than 25,000 of them are children. 

"We're very excited about this 
project because It's truly going to 
Just Increase the capacity of this 
community to address a very crlt-

ical need," said Michele Gold• 
stein, Hunget Task Force execu­
tive director. "For us, It repre­
sents the best of what needs to 
happen In a community." 

Among other projects: 

■ The Milwaukee Metropoli­
tan YMCA will recruit one young 
person to organize high school 
students to form YMCA Earth 
Service Corps Clubs to work 
with the enylronment. 

'.)· . , > • '\ 
• ■,1he CongreH of National 
Blac~-'Churches wlll uae Its arant. 
to de11gn ~rograms to reduce vio­
lence In 10 taraet cities, lncludlna 
Milwaukee. .. 

., 
■ USDA ,Soll Conservation 

Service and Agrtc1,1lture Stablllza• 
tlon Service will have 151 people 
assigned to nine Midwest flood 
states, Including Wisconsin. 

The majority of people work-· 
Ing In Wlstonsln will be local 
recruits who wlll work with the 
state's cooperative extension ser­
vice. 

f 
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chance to answer 
call for service 
Volunteers at Jeasc 17 years 
olJ can ..ipph· to work for a 
,•,triccy of projeccs and earn 

:= money for eolJegc tuition. 
er By~ HSU- .. --

N - - ··--- - ··- · ·- ·· - · 
j Wanted: College students who 
~ need money Md want to make a dif­

ference in the community. 
The federal government will pay 

volunteers 54 ,725 a year in tuition 
or up to two years in exchange for 
ornmunity sen.ice around t~ m,­
ion. 

In September 1993. President Clin­
on signed legislation for Ameri­
orps, a program that pays tuition 
oney for public service. The pro. 

ram, a cross between Franklin Roo­
'QV?.lt'f. Ci\· ilian CoClsc1 valivn C.Orps 

and John F. Kennedy's Peace eo­
will begin this September. .....,. 

Students at least 17 )"e2n old C8ll 

apply to worlc for a variety o:- proj­
e-cts sponsored by the "domestic 
~ C,orps.'' 

On Monday, AmeriCorps a."°·arded • 
two national service grants in Iowa. 

The Des Moines "I Have A Dream" 
Provam, ~ dropout prevention pr~ 
gram, was awarded $700,000. and 
the Association of Farmworker OJ>, 
portunity Program was awarded 
S 1.2 million to train mJgrant arid sea­
sonal !arm workers in pestici~ 
safety in the Midwest flood states 
including IowJ1.. The ac:soci4tion ~ 
will work to improve fann workers' 
access to health, education and sup­
IX>rt services. 

Adopted Class 
The "I Have A Dream" program 

~dopted . a Moulton F.le-mentary 
&hool f 1fth-grade class in 1 m. 

I U 1::1..:'.l:::ld f ..:'.l:::l l ::>b'I r', la~ 

PaufJohmon 
'Jin opportunity·• 

A11'14"riCorp1 member:, will be t\lturs 
and mentors to the students. who ~ 
now ninth graders in the Des Moines 
area.. Each student in the class will 
~etve $!,700 for education at a 
post-serondary school upon high 
school y;-adu.ation. 

ln :tddition, the U.S. Department 
?f Agriculture will have two projects 
m Iowa. The pilot Rural Develop­
ment T~ is as.signed to flood relief, 
ecoiw11t1c development Md environ­
men~ protection projects, while the 
Public Lands and Environment Team 
will focus on flood rPliefwork. 

Paul Johnson, chief of the Soil 
C'.onservation Sen.ice in Washil'lgton 
D.C., said his agency has asked fo; 
570 volunteers ~russ the nation. 

··ArneriC.orp6 is an oplX)rtunity for 
young people to serve a year of serv­
ke, get their feet on tht> grnund ~d 
!earn new skills," said Johnson a 
former Peace C.orp5 volunteer in Af­
rica. "~'e feel very strongly the pro­
gram will benefit not v11Jy Lhose woo 
are served but those who are serv­
ing." 

~~ns~ Sub?tldy 
Johnson said the Soil Conserva­

tion Service will provide a living ex­
pt>.n.<;.i>S subsidy of $7,600 a vear for 
non-college graduates and $1 2,000 
for college graduates, in addition to 
the tuition credit. 

Partlctparits m programs not ad­
ministered by the conservation sen,·­
ice will receive at least $7 400 for 
living expP.n~$. plus health-~orc Md 
ch ild-care benefits. The tuition 
awards in aJl of the programs ~i ll be 
pa id to the school or lender. and 
mu ::.t be u~ " ·ith in seven years 
aft€r service is completed. 

AmeriC-0rps participants must be 
L .S. citizens or permanent rcsidr.nt.<. 
and have at lea5t a high school diplo­
ma or agree to earn one . Graduate 
students also are eligible. 

_Cal( l -8QQ.g1./\CORPS for an a_v­
pli(ation. AmeriC,orps hopes to have 
up to 20.000 volunteers by Septem­
ber. 

--•AAA..&~, 

passes n( 
streamn 

IJPEmlEIM 
lb:< a,cmt ST.H r WRr· -----

The Iowa Enviroruner 
tion Co~ivu appro 
rule on straightenin. 
Monday, possibly ending 
among farmers who aav 
proposal as an affront t 
rights. 

The rule adds a sectk 
allow farmers to straigh1 
if they can show that thE 
verse effect on the pub! 
The original -.·ersion woc 
lowed the work only for 
or to save a building. 

The new version also 
1tppeal proo966 3ll"Clldy ill 
it makes it clear that th 
not apply to streams a> 
rivers designated as pn>t£ 
ti,~ ru?e, and that protect 
do not need to be fencoo. 

The Iowa Yarm Bureau 
SUPPOrted thP. new vers 
Will go int.o effect in .Au{ 
the Legislative Rules c 
rejects it at its August Inf 
recent sesiiv11, members o 
el said they support the 
which was revised aft.er 
public hearings arounrl thr 

However, Iowa Depa 
Natural Resources Jawyl 
Murphy said the state sti 
pr-event straightenings on 
nated str€tches. Action e 
year added 131 stream S£ 
the 11 !'i lllready protected. 

Allan Stol<es, chief oft 
en vi ronrnental-protectior. 
said the £1€W rule is more 
explanation of farmers· ~ 
peal permit denials than it 
ening of their ability to ~ 
strea.ms. Formers can ap~ 
m"inistrat ive Jay.· judges, 
Environmental Protecti.or 
sion and to district courts. 

In cases where straighte 
lowed, the landowner m 
quired r..o make up for it by 
another 5egment lo it~ 
course. or by plan ting gr 
creeks to red uce runoff. ~ 
ciah hav-e said. 

The Iowa Natural Resou 
mission originally asked fo 
bling of the number of i 
streams. Biulvgists say tna· 
drainage ditches and str, 
creeks have dried up wet1 

ha.rmed v.:ildlife. 
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'DOMESTIC PEACE CoRPS' 

Clinton 
volunt · 

\ . . 
, .. 

pro 
• 

• Wanted! • College stucte.nts . who 
need money~ wantl.9~ ~di:f:. 
f erence in the communlty. . 

!J'he federal government wur pay 
volunteers $4 726 a yearm tuition _ 

for up to two Y~ in. exchange f~ 
communitv &erv1ce around ~ na-: tion- ;1{: \ •. 

ln~~~;Ptesident~ 
ton signed l~slatiorr for Am~n­
Corp.s, a program that pays tuitio~ 
moMy for public sem~_'m! P!'°" 
gram,-.. cross betWeen rnuuwn Roe,: 
sevelt's Civilian Conseivadob Corps 
and Jobn F. JteMedts~ C.Or"P.6,· 
wilfl>egin this'~mbet- • • • 

Students attejs( 1t,ears ~ld.,can. 
1 

appty-to·work for a variety' of-prof 
ects. sponsored_ by -~he_ .. domestic 
Peace Corps," . .....- , • • -~· 

On Monday, AmeriCorpl awar:ded 
two national sem<:e grants bl Iowa. • 
• TheI)es.MoineS '1,Ha"!' ~ pream~:, 

progtam;•a dropout preve!WOI\ 'P.fO': 
gram, ,was awa:tded $700-;()00, and .. 
the Association of Farmwoi1cel' Op= 
port.unity Program· was ·aw_arded 
$1.-2-rajllion tQ"tra.in ~tan~~~ ~ ;, ; ·: 
sonal farm workers m ~t1c1de· 
safety in the Midw~t flood st.a,~ 
including Iowa. The association ~ 
will work t.o improve ·fann workers 
access t.o health, education and sup-

• 1' ' port services. _ - ..: • 
• • • • l"'.ol - If' 7•, { J •i-r-; ,,. - -

..:::::::-::-=-"::::::::=-4,~::::.::-~-:fd-~::::::::==::::::s:s-=-- - --•---._ 

· ' ,I.... · , ... .. ... 

kcio,' 
'The "I Have A Dream" program 

adopte6' a Moulton· Elementary 
School fU .. h-grade class in 1990. 
AmeriCor} s members will be tutors 
and mentot :1 to the students, who are 
now ninth-gaders in the Les Moines 
area. Each student in the class will 
receive $1,700 for education at a 
post-secondary school upon high 
school graduation. 

In addition, the .U.S. Department 
of Agrico1tOre will have two projects 
n Iowa. ~ Oot Rural Develop-

. · ll t Team is assigned to flood relief, 
--~nornic development and environ­
m otaJ ~~while the 
Public boos and Environment Team 
will f~.QO ~ll~f wopc. -

·Palil''Joh.nson, chief of the 
CQnservation Service in Washingt.on, 
D1C., ,said his agency has asked for 
670 volunteers 8Cl'{m Ute nation. 

~ "AmeriCorp., Is an opportunity for 
young people to serve a year of serv­
ice, get their feet on the ground and 
learn new skills,'' said Johnson, a 
former Peace Corps volunteer in Af­
rica "We feel yery strongly the pro­
gIJUn will benefit not oruyth<iee wno 
are -served but toose who are serv-i4" ~· ..i. ,, •• 

Expenses Subsidy 
Johnson said the Soil Conserva• 

tion Service will provide a living ex­
penses subsidy of $7,600 a year for 
non-college graduates and $12,000 
for college graduates, in addition,t.o 
the tuition credit. • , , , . 

Participants In programs not· ad­
minist.ered by the conservation serv­
ice will -receive at least $7,400 for 
living expenses,-plus ~~ ~ 
chJld-cJre benefits. : 'J'he tuition 
awards.in all of the programs will be 
paid to the school or lender, and 
must be used within .seven years 
aft.er service is completed. : ' .. 

AmeriCorps participants must be 
U.S. citizens or pennanent residents 
and have at least a high school diplo­
m11 or-agree w ~ one.'. Graduat.e 
students also are eligible. 

Call 1-800-94-AOORPS for ·an ap­
plication. AIOOriCorps hopes' to have 
~ ~ 20,0QO vol'1f\teers by ~pt.em- 1 

~he • 58 AmeriCorps program 
winners nationwide represent 
one-third of the J)f'ograms that _will 
be operating by t}:le end of the year. . 
The remaining two-thirds will be se­
lected through a competitive process ' 
on a state-by-state basis. 

·\ 

.... .. 

.. 
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1st Wave of Sei-vice Co1·ps 
St:a1·ts S. Side Duty Today 

By Basil Talbott 
Sun-Tim<- 1 Wo~hlngton B,11001.1 

WASIIINGTON-Weuring grny 
uniforms wilh storbun.1ts, the firt1l 
Chi..:ngo continge:nl or AmcriCorp~-­
lhe: new d ,> lllC:i\ ic I'coce Corp:;-will 
invudc o fie:h) uf weeds toduy on the 
South Side. 

They are in the odvoncc gunrd of 
20,000 Amcrknns to Le enrc.,lkd by 
foll i11 l're:i!clent Clinton's initi11tivc to 
eng9.80 pcoplo in public service nnd 
hr:lp them with their education . 

Eli Sc-gal, assistant to the prcsi<lcnl 
for nnlionol and community se:rvkc, 
lounched the program offidolly ot a 

• White House briefing Mor1<fay. 
AmeriGor ps differs fr om the amoller 

and \\'(: ll -e:stnblishe:d Peace Corps, Sc ­
gnl soi,I, h1.:cn11sc it will be os~embled 
from a voriety of progrums proposed 
and run by nonprofit organizations 
and fodcrol ogendcs ond not operated 
by a f.inGlc Washington-bnjed 11gency. 

A g,)()d exomple of the way it will 
Wt>rk is found in the 60 recrult11 whll 
elBrt weed tru!ning todoy under a 
s11m11,cr progrnlll dc .. ·ieed by the U.S . 
Agriculture IJeparlment, the Chkogo 
llit;h Sd,<lol for Agricultural Science 
011d the Chico150 Hou,.ing Authority. 
Aftu training ol o garden ot 11 llh 
011d ) I.lie, the recruits will spend ei~ht 
\,,.N,ki1 ot the Ida D. Wcll11 public 

hc1uf.ing project. 
T1.:nins of 11 people each will recon­

dition A field at Mnddrn l'urk across 
from Wells and then move int,, lhe 
CHA low-ri~es, point int, planting und 
pruning trus, pullin~ in wulks, build­
Ing be:rms, and covering orens with 
gm~~. 

"ll 's n niossivo job but we want to 
ninke it an atlructlvc plocc," i;ui<l Dar­
buru Vnlcrious, prindpul of the high 
school, who is doing the lroini11g for 
her group. 

The program drew rcnuits from 
different racet1 on<l income 11,vehi-n 
mil( of people from oil over the mctru­
politon ore:o. Eoch r<:crnit enms o. littlc 
more than the 111iui111um woge, ond 
any corps mcrnlier whu finbhc~ the 
pro~rnm also g(:tll a $1,000 cd11cotlon 
cu,dit lo be US(:d for C<Jllcge, vocation• 
al training or lo re:puy o 11tudcnt loon. 

"The ethic is different from other 
job progrorns,'' said Joel Oerg, who 
ovcrse:cs AKricultme Deport11H·nl col­
laborotion with AmeriCorps. "The 
work performed will mostly benefit 
tl1c disodvanlt1i:cd, but the: pe:oplc in 
the firogratn will not solely be the 
disot vantaged." 

Full-;-co r programs start In S<:ple:m­
bcr. About 20 members, including 
some fro1n the ldo U. We:lls summer 
pro&rnm, will be enrolled for a year. 
Each will receive $7,500 for a year 0£ 

setvit-e and, if they finish, on addition­
nl $ -1,7.15 eclucotio11 gnwt. 

In the first ytur, AmcriCorps will 
ope:rnte in 47 states with $:11 million 
dispersed lo nonprofit urKuniintiont:! 
and $le; 111illion lo fcderol ugendes. 
l\fosl organiiutions ore still interview­
ing npplicunl:; for the y(:ntlong pro­
grams. 

Other Chicago ores progrnms in• 
cl11clc: 
■ Fifty-five rccrnits cmollcd by City 
Y1.:nr, a Boslon -bose:d organizution, 
who will storl eod1 duy d oing prccis it>n 
calisthenics ot 8:15 u.in . in the Daley 
Center plaza before ~preoding out 
tJL·ross the city in teams of 11 for a 
vuricty of octivitie:~. llld11dcd will be 
\'l ilunleer work at dcmcnt11r>· schoold, 
se:nior cilL1.c11 homes, porks n11J low ­
income ncighLorhoodl!, 
■ Ont: pcr~on wc,rkini: ()ul of the High 
Ridge Yl\fCA, orgnni1.ing the city's 
first Eurth Scn·icc Corp8 in En !:> t Hog· 
e:rs Purk. The staffer will orgnnizc 
tcenngcre to plnnt trees, clea n up grnf­
fit i. anJ dew,lop trash recycling pro• 
grams. 
■ Senn full.time and nine port -time 
recruits working wit.h the I Ho\·c u 
I>rcum Foundation. The recruits will 
work with the 350 stucle:11l1:1 olrcl1cly In 
the foundation projirom oim(:cl al 
h(,!ping disodvnntagcd young!!tcrs get 
o collc15c (:ducnt ion. 

,, lhe work perforined will ruostly benefit the disadvantaged, but the 
11eo1>le lu the progran1 will not solely be the disadvantaged. ,, 

-Joel Berg of the U.S. Agrlc\Jllure Department 



CHEROKEE 
MESSENGER & REPUBLICAN 

VoL 1M No. 09 (2 Sections) Cherokee, (Alfalfa County) Oklahoma Feb. 18; 1995 

AMERICORPS womn saw throu&h a tree trunk at the Dean Campbell farm near Jet. Notice 
the protecthie ,ear worn by Chari Manhail of Clinton, on the rieht. Robert Martin of Broken 
Bow, on the !ell,~ the ame except he didn't don the jacket b-tlle can,a-a. 

I 

Making $4.23 an hour plus 
$4, 700 scholarship bonus 
B1 CAROL ANOLB 

In Prnident Clinton ' ■ 
St.at.a ol'tht Union meuaee, ht 
uid AmeriCorpt ha■ many 
more particlpanu than the 
Peace Corpa ever did but most 
Americana don't know what 
it iL 

In Alf'alf'a County, it i ■ the 
whina of chalnaawa at work 
in a lfOT• of old tNt■. It i ■ 
younr people workln1 for 
■cholanhlp money. 

AmfflCorpa la tha new oa• 
tlonal 1trvice procnm, a 
domt■tic Peace Corpe. Par• 
ticipaota aN paid $4.23 an 
hour for 1,712 houra of wt>rk 
(10 month■) and earn a bonu■ 
of 14,700 in acholarahip 
money. They can be in the 
procram for two yean; that ia, 
if Conere11 continuea the pro­
rram for a aecond year. 

For the laat few weelta, an 
Amer iCorp ■ unit hu been 
work.inc throuch the Okla­
homa Soil Conaervation Ser­
vice on ahelterbelta in the Jet 

area. The crew i ■ completlnr 
thrtt conaervation project.a 
for Dun Campbell and Kyle 
Campbell. 

Anthony Lovela~ of Alva 
1upervi1ea a crew of thrH 
men and four women . 
Lovelace ia a rnduate or 
Northwutern Oklahoma 
State Univenity and hu a 
ma1ter'1 in a,ricultun edu• 
cation. 

Robert Dot■on of the 
Natural Ruourcu office 
(former SCS) In CherokH 
aaid he and a state forttter lo­
cated the 1ite1, then the 
forester WTI)te the windbreak 
reatoration plan and foreat 
1teward1hip plan. 

At the Campbell ahelterbelt 
one mile north and one mile 
wut of Jet, the CTew it rejuve­
natinr an old ■tand of three 
row• of treea which had been 
planted to prevent wind ero­
aion of the aandy toil. The 
north row of mulberry treea 

See WORKING Pafe S 
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Farm*A*Syst PrOgram to aid 
• testing· drinking water -• --
• How safe is your' dri~king water? organizations. ·, .. . ·, ::_ : .. • 
If you're Ii~~ _rn~t rural hon1e9wn• • . 1:he U.S: Dep~nientof A8ricul­
ers, fanners or ranchers, you're con• lure is runnmg three t)'peS of Ameri­
cemed about protecting· your own • Cory,s teams in 38 states, compose.cl 
drinking water. Did you know that . of approximately 1,200 members: 
your farmstead, depending on your an ,Anti-Hunger Team, a Public 
management, can be a major source Lands and Environmental Team, 
of groundwater contamination? nus ,and a Rural Dovelopmont Team. 

- means that • your family, livestock Many .of the AmeriCorps • projects 
and neighbor$ could be at risk. . are sponsored by- community-based 

How can you find out If ~re isa orsanizatio'1s .. and , all projects 
;danger or if you have a prob~m? designed to · get things done, while 
(' Glad you asked! Currentiy there la . ·boosHng community, opportunity, 

only one major program available to • and responsibility. : .• ' •. . 
.,• assilitprivate well owners in protect- If you would likeµ, participate or 

lng groundwat«. Tbc .Fann•A•Syst • find _out . more about the 
proi:ram uses ·oasy, ~tep-by-,tep Pann•A•Syst pro~ please co~­
workshcets that rank each farmstead tact your local district conservation-

. activity or structure that could cause hit. In Union Parish, please conlacl 
· groundwater cont&mirlatl'on. · \ · : • Jerry Shows in ~ur Farmerville Nat- 1 

· After &oina through the easy • ural Resources C~rvation Ser~ 
worksheets, you will use these nmk- vice field office, at (318)368-80'2 J 

1 

inss nnd the additional tofonnation- or call Steve Nipper in Monroe at 
al brochures to develop~ overall (318)387-8~~3. 
action for protccling yo1.1r ~nking ; 

'"!r. Pann•A•Syst is a confiden.; i 

.sscssment that_ you _can use on 
__ .. r own, or by tafking· wlth local 
experts. You decide what to do with 
the results of your · MSessmcnt of 
your farmstead and keep your action 
plan h'l'your private ~ords. It'$ like 
having a detailed environmental •. 
assessrnerit of your fann&tead 'irtd • 

-~rahe&ideti~·~~~~~~ 
~d best of all, you ·are in CQntrol 
becaus~ the intent _of this P.a:c>.SrAm is 
educational. • .·. : . , , , 

Today Louisiana Is playing an . 
important part _i~ .~ _ 11ann• A*Syst 
program by boing a pilot.study pro· 
gram state for tho Uni~rsity of Wis­
consin. Louisilfl& ls ·'the vory first 
state to help corid~t a ~t/bcnefit 
analysis of Fann• .A• Syst. With the 
combined eff'Qrt1 of AmeriCorpa • 
members asslpe4 to the Natwal 
Resources Conservation Service; ,: 
Louisiana can be •. pioneer In this 
progregslvc proanm. -:~• ... • .. 

AmcriCorps is Prcaident Clin­
ton's national service program, 
nasse.d with bipanisan support from 

gress, that engages 20,000 
.:rican, of dlvenie backgrounds 1 

10 performing ~rvlce that meets 
critical community needs in return I • 
for an educadonAI award, which 
may be used to pay for college, job I 
lraining, or graduate school, or to 
pay bnck student loan$, The majori-

.... • , ,. · - '1-- L ... - ... .,...,a 
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