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It is evident that as Receiver David Gilmore’s plan to restore the
entire stock of D.C. public housing to quality living standards moves
ahead, many residents are eager to have that process come to their
developments ASAP. At a recent receiver’s meeting, a Hopkins
resident addressed the public notoriety that the new management
and renovations to Highland have been getting. “We want that
kind of help, too,” she said. “We have a good manager but she
needs help.” Receiver Gilmore then acknowledged that his system
wide Occupied Unit Rehabilitation plan will take two years to com-
plete but that “no one will be left out.” For example, currently
underway are full facelifts at Greenleaf and Park Morton, (see
page 1).. ... Popular WRC-TV (Channel 4) anchorwoman Susan
Kidd can claim a few more fans from among youngsters and
mothers at Highland. Kidd has quietly volunteered to read to chil-
dren on Saturday mornings and the response has been very posi-
tive. “She shows up here without fanfare in jeans and a sweatshirt
and stays with us for more than two hours,” said resident and par-
ent Mary Ragsdale. “She even brings the books. It gives the chil-
dren and parents a lot of time to be together. We really appreciate
her giving something back to the community.”. . ... The audience
at the February 15 Receiver’s meeting seemed to enjoy the first-
ever evening Receiver’s Meeting. The next evening session (begin-
ning at 6 pm) for the twice-monthly event is scheduled for May
: | AT Three cheers to AmeriCoxps volunteers for the paint and
plastering job done at the Arthur Capper senior building units,
hallways and common areas. The residents are ecstatic over the
new look and appreciate the lasting friexn<'ships they developed
with the young people from all over the cousi.~y who volunteered
their time five days a week since mid-January. Soon they will turn
their attention to ‘Flower Power’, a joint project between
AmeriCorps and resident volunteers to beautify the surrounding
grounds with colorful flowers and shubbery this spring. . ... Con-
gratulations to aspiring artisi Chris Pierce, Resident of the Month,
who resides at Hopkins. Chris has beer: voluntcering at Resident
Services and helped organize the Black History celebra-
tom. ... Cengratulations to former Section & participant Doreetha
Manor on the purchase of her new home in Bowie, Md. Ms. Manor,
had been in the Section 8 program since 1987. . . .. For the third
time since last fall, DCHA scheduled the kickoff of a mixed-incon:e
renewal project at Ellen Wilson with the April 2 demolition of
the 80-foot smokestack in the cenier of the long vacant Capitol Hill
development. . . .. On March 16, the U.S. Agency for Internation-
al Development had a successful workshop tc develop a work plan
to restore a neighborhood health facility a2t Arthur Capper Senior
building at the Church of the Reformation. . . . . Residents of Val-
ley Green took some of their neighbors at Sky Tower to Boston
recently to view models of mixed-income redevelopment commu-
nities of the variety that DCHA and Valley Green are considering

On April 2, 1996, the smokestack at
Ellen Wilson finaily came down
making way for a new era in mixed
income housing.

1 B T, Ernestine Bush, TAP housing Program Specialist,
is celebrating 25 years of marriage and has become a new grand-
mother.
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How can they be volunteers

l[otl'gay_’\rp? _Pald for their work?
The front-page article, “AmeriCorps
goes to work in service to community”
(Dec. 26), included a despicable misuse of
the English language amid an obvious
“spin” in favor of President Clinton’s social
policy. The writer apparently was in-
spired by the “volunteers with President
Clinton's new community service army.”
Volunteers? What volunteers? They’re
not working for free. The are paid for
their time. While most people's labor
serves the community at large, “volun-
teer” is a term seldom used to describe
the rest of us. They are not volunteers;
they are capitalizing on a good offer.
While there is a debate over the value
of this or any national service program,
the front page is for news. Such blatant
“spins” belong on the Opinion page.
DAN LITWIN
San Diego
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GREENVILLE ~ Ten AmeriCorps volun-
‘teers [n the Delta will spend the year trying to
improve bridges. sewer systems and reeyeling
programs in an ¢ffort 1o improve the general
quallty of life among residents.

+AmegiCorps:is President Clinton's new na-
lional serviee program, invelving 20 000 Am-
ericans, 17 and older.

Volunteers reccive money at Lhe end of the
year of service, which began in September.
They.can use the money to (urther their edu-
canm or.pay back:student loans.

The 10 volunteers are stationed throughout
the Delta, In Greenville, (."fretzm.mor.l.l Belzoni,
Clovelnnd and Stoneville, aecordlng to team
larder Cagsandra McClure,

- “Each member has dil‘terent objectives,"
Mc(ﬂure sald. .

-In Grecnvtlle for lnstnnce. Wandra Ar-
rlngton and Jethro Henderson hope to ohtain
‘grants:to helpifund local recyeling programs
already in place in Washington, Issaquenn
and SHarkey counties,

“We're warking with local |eaders and pub-
llc officials in the area toiexpand, evaluate
‘and work with existing projects, % Amngu:n
-explained. -,

Another. volunlecr is an ass(stant forester;

——

two in Cleveland arc working on (ha gewoer
systems; and the Belzoni team is evalaating
the safety of timber bridges to find out which
ones need {o be ixed, MeClure said.

The Northwest Resource Couscryition sned
Development Area in Stonevilla iicls as (he
gponsar for the progranm. Part of the fudeiil
S0il Conservation and Developmaent Scvvie:
the pon-profit agency works o rural deve -
opment programs in the Mississippi Della,

Throughout the year, volunteers also bujwe
to Initiate other projects reloted 1o cducalion,
public safety and human and environmental
needs.



AmeriCorps
worker calls
program a
‘good deal’

3y LISA YORKGITIS
News Tribune

Earlier this year, Ed Gillmore of Jefferson City
vas exploring ways to continue working with the U.S.
Yepartment of Agriculture when he found out about
umeriCorps, the new national service program.

The nation:' program enables him to earn a living
tipend for about 10 months’ work as well as $4,725
or tuition or loan payments. Plus, he said, it will give
im an edge in case a full-time job becomes avail-
ble,

“Il's a good deal,” said Gillmore, 31, a father of two
;irls who became an AmeriCorps worker in October.

As an animal sciences graduate from the Univer-
ity of Missouri-Columbia, Gillmore said the educa-
ion award will help repay his loans. He also is
-onsidering graduate school.

Gillmore works in Cole, Callaway and Osage coun-
tes with the Natural Resovrces Conservation Ser-
ice, formerly called the Soil Conservation Service.

More than a dozen AmeriCorps members work

]

AmeriCorps worker Ed Gillmore, left, examines a possible wetlands area on the property of Cletus ““Jake Schellman,
center, at Cole Junction. With them is wildlife biologist Reggie Bennett. Julie Smith/Naws Tribune

‘cAmeriCorps o

From page one - Although the office didn't have
with the service throughout Mis- much time to prepare for having

souri. Other AmeriCorps members
scheduled tv work in Mid-Mis,ouri
include two people who will con-
duct pesticide safely training
through Rural Missouri Inc.,
based in Jefferson City.

As an AmeriCorps worker, Gill-
more helps farmers develop ways
to reduce soil and land erosion,
increase crop yields and protect
waler supplies.

“Our ma:n goal is lo conserve
our natural resources,” he said.

On a given day, he may help a

producer develop a crop rotation
nlan  teach ahnnt gnil aracian ‘5

an AmeriCorps member, the staff
quickly found a place for the new
worker, ;

“It wasn't like we had to scram-
ble,” Van De Velde said.

Gillmore's , position . with Ameri-
Corps enables him to work with
producers across a variety of land-
scapes in his three-county area..

Earlier this ‘week, he visited.
farmer Cletus “Jake” Schellman

in the Cole Junction bottom along
with a wildlife biologist. and an-
other worker at the district office.

™ volyy't Mala T, ' 1

NEWS TRIBUNE
JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI
NOVEMBER 31, 1995
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AmeriCorps is launched nat1onw1de

Nebraskastudents
will participate in
service program

By Angie Goettsch
Siafl Reporier

President Clinton’s scrvice comps of -

college students soon will be marching
- cam a living stipend of $7.660, dnd

into Ncbraska.

InNcbraska, 20 collcge students will
serve in AmeriCorps, said Craig
Derickson, Nebraska's dircctor ol
AmeriComs.

Amcrigzrps. which kicks ofT (oday
nationwide, is President Clinton’s na-
tional service program that will offer
students academic scholarships in ex-

change forcommunity service. Through
the program, students can help solve
local problems while gcmngleadcmh:p
and service opportunitics.”

Nebraska’s Soil Conservation Ser-
vice will work with the U.S. Depart-

mentol Agricultufe to fill the Nebraska -

positions. Five people will be Working®
al ofTices in Norlolk, meoln Omaha
and Tecumsch. -
Derickson said parllcmanh would

supervisors wouldreceive $12,000. They
alsowould receiveancducational vbuch-3-
hoursofservice. The educational vouch-
cr may be used to pay for cullcgc luam
or luition.

This summer, organizers havc bccn :
gearing up for the project around the

Page6

Ncbraska- Llncoh_lsludcnlshad senthim

“said, other thanastrohig intefest fo work :
. -macommuml}g
“enviromnenta

~ couldn’t allor

< country. Students had to#pply topartic-
“ipate in the AmeriComs program by
-Sept. 2.

Derickson said many University of

applications. . -
% No specific qualifictions v.rcn: re-
quired (0-apply foréAmeriCofps,. he

serviee programandon’
projeéls.s Site! Supcrw-,
sofs are réquired 10°bé-colidge gradu-
ales. Otherservice participants must be

--_collcgc bound:
crof$4,725 whenthey completed 1 812 ¢

«. John Beacon; UNLdiféclor of schol-
arships and fj naticial aid; said the | pro- .
gram would gi Je peoplé who normally

it the; ‘charite 10 go o
college. © -
* But, he said, il will beat Icas{ one

ycar bcfom anyonc will be able lo gcl a
voucher

" Beacon 'imd “Under this scenario,
you arc a servant for some years before
you can usc thal mioney loward collcge,

* but siudcnl% wnll not have loan dcpcn-

dencics.” =
Dcficks‘on uard the C orporahon for

“National Scrvice adminisicred (he na-

tional program..Slalc commissions
sponsor 300 programs across the coun-
try, and federal agencics also sponsor
some projecls.

Derickson said Amchorp': pro-.
grams that were linked with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, like Ne-
braska’s program, would help solve
cnvironmental problems.

See AMERICORPS on 6

Amerl(:orps
Continued from Page 1 J

“They will be working as a tcam to
provide local colnmunitics support for
flood relicl, water quality protection,
natural resource protection; complete
rehabilitation and maintenance on rec-
realion arcas, and environmental and
ccosyslem management educalion,”
Derickson said.

“We want to work with the commu-
nity and provide infor mation on how (o
pro(icn the cnvironment,” Derickson
sai

rd

Derickson said he cxpcclcd 20,000

students to participale in AmeriCorps; |

nationwide by the year's end.

He also cxpecled lhc pm;__ram lobe |

a lasting one: i

“Because l}m nauona] service pro-
gram gives studenls opportunitics (o
help meel cducational needs, 1 have

speculation that this program will con=:

tinue,” Derickson said,
‘Beaconsaid AmeriCorps wasa good
npporlumly for college students, but it

would be bétter il more students could |

gel involve d,

i
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SPRING CLEAN-UP - West Virginia AmeriCorps members, along with the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service, joined forces Wednesday to clean debris left by the winter flood at the Point Pleasant boat
launch area. Assisting with the special project were Leah Ceperley of Hurricane, Tim Craddock of Hunt-
ington, Marie Maivro of Beckley, and Susan Henthorn and Allan Skidmore of Middlebourne. Pictured above
are a few of the members as they clean a hillside.
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after cease-fire
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“We aren’t exactly rejoicing in

the halls,” Staton said, “but I think

Evasssta g & assasas il DDAV ALGS L8M.,

a Sebring, Fla.-based health man-
agement company that is overseeing

those numbers speak for them-

selves.” Please see GCH Page 2A
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Members of the Eaﬁt Fairmont High School Band display their patriotic pride during Saturday’s Loyalty Day Parade.

Bob Gay/Staff
While his owner, Dr. David Leveaux, studies infoxmation on pro-
lecting the world’s rain forests, “Major” keeps an eye on other
activities at Saturday’s Environmental Awareness Day at Camp
Mar Mac.

By Jenni Vincent
STAFF WRITER

BRUCETON MILLS —
Hundreds of abandoned mine sites
have already been reclaimed by the
state Division of Environmental
Protection’s Office of Abandoned

- Locally, slightly more than $6
million has been spent on AML the
projects in Preston County within
the lower Chzat River Watershed.

Consequently, acid mine
drainage — which otherwise would
have gone into the Cheat River —
has been reduced.

But that’s not all.

According to Dave Broschart,

district engineer with the state
Division of Environmental
Protection’s AML program,
construction should begin
on four additional sites
here this spring. ;
Although many
people don’t realize
.. Mine Lands and Reclamation. o« ....how much work has . U5
: already been done in w
lower
Broschart is proud of
the AML’s track record
and how much has already
been done to improve water qual-
ity problems — especially those
related to acid mine drainage.
“One type of environmental ben-
efit surrounds improving water

Cheat,

projects.

quality within the state’s water-
ways. This can occur not only
by direct treatment of acid
-mine drainage that often
discharges from old
deep mines, but also
through reclaiming
coal refuse piles,
- _backfilling high- ..
walls, or regrading
and covering old
mine spoil
Broschart said, explain-
ing that environmental
problems other than acidity such
as erosion and sedimentation have
also been reduced by the AML’s

__Funding for AML remedial work

AML’s projects improving water

is obtained from the coal industry
through a tax based on coal produc-
tion, Broschart said.

"AML work first began here in
1982, Broschart said, explaining
that approximately $20,588 was
spent reclaiming the
Demoss/Goines Project.

;Klngwood this project centered on
the reclamation of a small refuse
pile and sealing four open mine
entries, Broschart said.

Overall, these AML projects have
ranged from simple backfilling of
highwalls to the construction of pas-
sive water treatment systems,

area,”

Please see WATER

Page 2A

Envaronmental Awareness: Simple Iessons

By Jenni Vincent
STAFF WRITER

FARMINGTON — Just an ordinary bowl
of water.

Why did it attract so much aitention at the
Environmental Awareness Day?

Because it didn’t stay clear or clean for
long, thanks to Leah Ceperley, an
Americorps representative who staffed the
Natural Resources Conservation Service's
booth at Saturday’s event.

While Ceperley and another staffer, Marie
Maiuro spent a good deal of time explaining
erosion and sedimentation, it was their
demonstration which really helped illustrate
these soil-related problems.

After seeing Ceperley pour water onto the
bare dirt above the bowl, youngsters were
surprised to see the water become a murky
brown — right before their eyes.

“See how the soil actually washes down
into the water? But in this other bowl,
there’s much less because there was grass

e g

growing in the soil. The roots help hold the
soil, so not as much will wash away,”
Ceperley said, smiling as a youngster moved
closer for a better look at the discolored
water.

From composting and rain forests to recy-
cling and clean drinking water, participants
were treated to more than a dozen environ-
mental booths and presentations.

Organizer Mike Montgomery, who esti-
mated that approximately 100 individuals
participated in this event (including presen-
ters and visitors), praised the displays and
information which was available.

“The displays are just the best...everyone
has something incredible to offer. For exam-
ple, the Fairmont State College Costa Rica
Association just finished a slide show on
rain forests and why they're important,”
Montgomery said, explaining that participat-
ing organizations included state and federal
agencies, private non-profit organizations
and community groups.

Annie, a red-tailed hawk, also drew a

““ Your Sunday Mor‘nlng Newspaper

large crowd at a dlsplay presented by the
West Virginia Raptor Rehabilitation Center.

Morgantown resident Kim Roff, an educa-
tional volunteer with the group, explained
that Annie is an educational bird who can
never be released into the wild.

“Since she was illegally taken when she
was young, Annie never learned to fear
humans,” said Roff, explaining that the cen-
ter cares for injured birds of prey until they
can once again be released.

At another cabin, members of the
Barrackville Busy Bisons 4-H Club were
fashioning bird feeders out of used milk jugs
and flowers from old plastic six-pack rings.

In between activities, leader Tonya Daft
administered an environmental pledge to
wide-eyed youngsters who — with their
right hands raised — solemnly vowed to
help make the world a better place.

“This is what it’s all about. I know from
watching these kids that they have gotten a
lot out of the demonstrations and learned a
lot,” Daft said.
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Henthorn Says Americorp
Is Project Worih Keeping

Iy RAY SWEENEY
Staff Writer

While support for the President Bili Clinton-imple-
mented Americorp program is w aning, a Paden City

woman is a firm baliever in the venture,

Susan Henthorn of Paden City finished her tour in
the Americorp on Saturday and would gladly rejoin
the program. On that day, Henthorn had finished
1,700 hours of community service, working as a
rural community a-sistant under John Carr  tie
Service in

Natural Resource
Middlebourne,

Conservation

"I would like to stay but my tour is up,” Henthorn
said. * I like getting cut helping people. T was sched-
uled to stay in the program until July 1 but I have

been getting a lot of hours here lately.”

She has been all over Weizel County
I 1-month tour. She Fas helped with stream bank sta-
bilization at Tyler Consolidated High School and at
Fisher Creek at Pine Grove. Also, she helped prepare

correspondence and maps for the Pine Grove water
survey and has worked with many aquaculture
groups in the area. She has been in contact with Tyler
Consolidated about the possibility of conducting out-
door classrooms and has done funding searches for

the Tyler County Senior Center.

At Hundred, she located a computer for town
recorder Judy McNeely 1o aid in garbage and police
fee billings. She locaied the compulter on the other

side of the state around Beckley, W.va.

Over the past few. months. she has been helping

ing the pool. Hent

during her

LIE 5 TN

; A'meric.or =

Suszii Henthorn, an Americorp vo

with her high school hel

! ity Park :
| gleanen Faden L“{mrn is one of only two

McNeely become computer literate. She has heen

spending nine (o 10 hours a day helping McNeely

learn the computer.

Caoilepe.
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for college tuition or to pay of college debt by work-
ing for various governmental departments. Henthorn
will receive $4.785 for her work.

The money will come in handy because she intends
to-attend either West Liberty State College or
lo get a bachelor's degrees
in business administration and accounting. Henthorn
currently holds associates degrees in applied science
and accounting and business administration and cer-
lificates in small business management and PC spe-
cialist all from West Virginia Northern Community

Wheeling lesuit College

On her last day of work on Saturday, Henthorn
along with high school students cleaned the Paden |
City »ark grounds. The group had intended to Jaint ['
the swimming pool also but inclement weathe - kept
thin from this job. This Sunday, the group will be |
back at the park finishing the inb. l

Hentnorn said although she won't be in the
Americorp program anvmore, she will still be help-
ing out in the cominunity. She said she will sti]
make trips to Hundred to help McNeely because she
doesn’t want to leave her “cold turkey.”

A state project she will also be instrumenta; in
will be the Ohio River Sweep.

In the Americorp program, a person earns money

Henthorn became acquainted with the program

(Continued on Page SAY

i ¥y

from her busy schedule to

e aden City resident, in
lunteer and Padu:}((;se%r a picture

the hackground takes tlmeers ol Saturday. Henthorn and her group

kept them from
yut inclement weitnhlg-icoll?l’ volunteers in the

aint-

(Continued from: Page 1A)

r seeing an article in this paper

?r?i\useuslglg94. Al first, it didn’t
seem like she would be able to fit
the work into her schedule. By May,
her schedule cleared so she applied
for the position. She was hired the
next month. ) )
- “The point of this program is get-
ting things done,” r:ﬂlhom said.
“That-is the main thing. .

Henthorn-and Becky Shilling

ocker of Wheceling, who works
l\i?ﬁ\ Multiple Sclerosis sufferers,
are the only two Americorp volun-
teers in the panhandle but there are
188 statewide. Henthorn said
nobody will know until August
whether the Resource Conservation
Service Americorp Program will be
approved for another year. If it is,

she many reapply. There are ten ,

people who currently serve as
Americorp volunteers in the RCS.
Some Americorp programs have

been cut suck as the one to aid the
Department of Forestry.

' EJha{ would she say to someone
who is thinking of joining
Americorp? w4,

“Go f:E it,” she said. “It is very
interesting work and 1 have learned
a lot and met a lot of nice people. It
also provides you with college
money. It is terrific.
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“Clinton’s Dorhestic
Peace Corps Is Hard

At Work in Vermont &

By KRISTIN BLOOMER

P Herald BtafT-

One young person is helping Vermonters
fight hunger. Another is teaching visually
impaired people to cope with their vision
loss. Another is working to cgntrol ercsion
along the Winooski River..,

They are three Yermont members of Amer-
iCorps, otherwise known s the Clinton ad-
ministration's domestic Peace Corpe. The na-
tional service program has more members
per capita in Vermont than in any other
stats, according to the Corporstion for Na-
tional Service in Washington, D.C.

With 130 members serving a population of
562,768 (1990 census), Vermont's Amer-
iCorpe has one member for every 4,328 resi-
dents. Rick Allen, the corporation’s deputy
assistant to President Clinton, said only
Montans rivals thoss numbers. Montana's
AmeriCorps has 179 members serving a pop-
ulation of 799,065, has one member per every
4,464 residents. d

There are six AmeriCorps programs in
Vermont:

> Tha Northeast Kingdom Initiative, run
out of Lyndon State College, offers services
ranging from tutoring to economic davelop-
ment xiam

> Independent Living Project, based
in Brattleboro, assists the ¢ and Ver-

homes and stay connected with their com-
munities around the stats.

» USDA Rural Development Teams are
working on #0il conservation projects — such
as one along the Winooski River — and on
helping rural communities like Mendon get
fire protection.

> USDA Public Lands Teams ard working
with the Green Mountain Natiodal Forest
:.:d tl:n ‘:;or:oat Y?ulh Conservation Corpe

re ng-neglected parks, recrea

. areas and miles of v trails! e
> The USDA Anti-Hunger Corps is work-
ing to help communities locate thair own
hunger needs and realize or improve projects
they deem important, such as food co-ops,
community gardens, and school lunch pro-
ll";;ll- of these had alread
any programa ox-
isted through USDA funding. But they ':nn
able to extend their sarvices on the strength
of their applications, Allen said. .

“They were very clear about the bensficial
change they were going to make for their
communities,” Allen said. *Vermont pro-
grams proved they were going to get things
done in Vermont.”

“Getting things dons® Is the motto for
AmeriCorps. Members are selected from ap-
glic-nm and receive a small living stipend,

ealth care benefits and, If necessary, child

sl Phate by Poter Carve

Zebediah Kellogg-Roe is serving as an AmeriCorps volu
teer in the Rutland area with the Vermont Anti-Hung«

monters with disabilities to remain in their (See Page 18: AmeriCorps) Corps.

Continued from Page 156 B

care. Vermont's AmeriCorps mem: population helped groups cooperate stamps, for example, when in fact  So Kellogg-Roe is meating with
' ’ groups such as the Rutland-Area

bers range in age from 19 to 67.

At least three programs — the
Public Lands Team, the Anti-
Hunger Corps and the Independent
Living Project — are still accepting
applications.

For 1,700 documented hours of
service and training, “full-time
members” receive about $600 a
month and a $4,725 voucher that
can be used for college, graduate
school or vocational training, or to
pay back college loans. “Part-time
members” receive travel allowance,
no stipend and an education vouch-
erof $2,363. -

Kathleen Furgeson, executive di-
rector of Vermont's Commission on
National and Community Service,
is in charge of the six programs. She
said Vermont's relatively amall

during the grant-writing process in
a way that made Vermont's propos-
als especially powerful. |

“l don't think the decision (to
fund Vermont's programs) was
based on our being any more or less
needy than any other state,” Furge-
son said. “It was based on whether
we were able to bést meet the needs
of our particular state.”

And the needs are thers. Bari
Gladstone, program director of the
Vermont Anti-Hunger Corps, said
the Vermont Food Bank served
100,000 people last year — a fifth of
the state's population and a signift
cant increass over last year, ;

“There's a growing population of
working ‘people living right on the
edge,” she said. "Many don't con-
sider themselves eligible for food

they may be.” _ ,

Zebediah Kellogg-Roe is a 'mem-
ber of the Vermont Anti-Hunger
Corps southwest team, whose six
members live together in Sudbury
and whose current work is to take
“climate surveys” of the region.

The work has nothing to do with
weather. The purpose is to collect
information about the community’s
food and nutritional needs before
moving into actual “project work,”
Kellogg-Roe said.

“We don't want to come in as Ver-
mont Anti-Hunger Corps or some
outside group and tell Rutland,
“This is what you should do,'” he
said. *That's not going to fly. It has
to be grass roots. It has to come
from people who are affected by the
problem.”

Co-Op, a group that has 77 mem-
bers and needs 300 in order to get
started, he said. He plans to help
them with grant-writing and mem-
bership drives, and hopes to help
revitalize a community garden in
Bennington, he said.

The idea is to empower local com-
munities, he said,

“Ill leave eventually,” he said.
“At the end of September our term
will roll over. It's important that
what we do has the potential to
carry past us. We don't want to
come in and fill a gap as a volun-
teer, and when we leave have it
open again. We want to create a
system, so that when we leave, the
system is still there.”
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pinion

Saving funding, food

espectful, open-mindeéd; community based, worthy.
- No, this is not the new creed of the Boy Scouts. These
are some of the values embodied by the Vermont Anti-
unger Corps, a program to [eed dtsadvmuged Vermont- :
-ers that is worth watcbing.

The year-old effort is part of President Clinton's AmenOorp-s
services program, his domestic version of the Peace Corps. In
exchange for a small wage and later money for college, volunteers
work in community service projects. ln this casc. the winners are
hungry Vermonters.

Though the program is now a target for Washington's budget
cutters, including the $850,000 that goes to Vermont's effort, its

THE BURLINGON FREE PRESS
attributes are precisely what government should be doing for
disadvantaged people. . BURLINGTON, VERMONT
B Respectful. The corps does not just give food away. Respect JUNE 27, 1995

ing the people it serves, the anti-hunger effort joins with city
recreation in St. Albans, for example, and then pfovndu lunch for
the kids who come to swim.

8 Open-minded. The corps has tapped mto whatever resources
will feed whoever needs 1o be fed. The inmates’ garden at the |
Northwest State Correctional Center in St. Albans — already a
provider of 30,000 pounds of food to hungry Vermonten each ycar
— has been a focus for one cofps volunteer, -

. @ Community based. Far from using a federal how-ll-dl
approach, the corps devises local solutions to local problems.
Many of the workers are volunteers, and the food is often grown at
community zardem.

The merit of this strategy is that the program's beneficiaries —
often the rural poor — learn skills and develop systems that they
can susunn themselves, without outside help. it also means the
corps’ work fits the community's needs.

¥ Worthy, Some of the program’s local ideas may be duph
cated statewide, for example teaching proper nutrition to fur-
loughed prison inmates. The anti-hunger effort has also won
Vermont recognition and a chance to serve as a national model —
“‘not by giving more handouts but by building opportunity and
responsibility among the people they are working with,” said Joel
Berg, Agriculture Department director of national service.

These goals replicate those of many of Washington's fiscal
conservatives, yet they do not place the corps above budget cuits.
The federal government's debt is more than $4.5 trillion, and
growing. AmeriCorps' status as a pet Clinton initiative makes it
‘particularly vuloerable.

. So are the people it serves. The program's values are so Boy
Scout-laudable, it deserves better. Its return on federal investment
1s high, too, for the hungry and for the participants.

The state's Congressional delegation should help it survive.
Meanwhile Vermonters should continue to expand the program’s

volunteer supporters. Good ideas should survive no matter who is
paying for them.
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Riverwalk planner coordinating grand vision

Service program
will benefit
conservancy

By DON SIMMON§ {R 5ta_h‘ o

A downtown focal point where fam-
ilie~ can enjoy the beauty of Marion's
own river and an educational and
therapeutic tool that can be used by
s houls, civie groups and health facil-
ities in the community—this is Mindy
Clark’s vision for the Grassroots Con-
servancy's Riverwalk.

I'he three-mile riverwalk path,
which extends from beyond the old
ice plant in South Marion, past the
town swimming pool and along
Campbell Avenue almost to the
Southwest Virginia Mental Health
Institute, is one of the first recipients
of the benefits of Bill Clinton's Ameri-
Curps service.

Clark is part of a four-member
AneriCorps team headquartered in
Wytheville, The team is assisting a
variety of projects, but Clark's work
will be concentrated on the riverwalk.
Waorking out of office space donated
by Bill Huber of Echols-Sparger,
Clark’s job is to manage the overall
riverwalk project, design features for
the project and to assist in negotiat-
ing easements to connect the river-
walk's three phases. She has nine-12
months to do this.

Originally from a rural community
in New Hampshire, Clark holds a
bachelor's degree in horticulture

from Montana State University with a
focus in landscape design.

With only six weeks on the job, Clark
has spent most of her time familiarizing

Don Simmons Jr.
Mindy Clark works on preliminary sketches for the Wilderness Road Park
sectlon of Marlon's three-mile riverwalk.

herself with the existing features of the
riverwalk.

“It's already a beautiful trail,” she
says. “My job will be to see exactly
what people are looking for in the river-

walk. A lot of times people have as-
sumptions that they don’t communi-
cate. I'll try to coordinate everyone's
ideas and present a plan which meets
their needs as closely as possible.”

Soon Clark will distribute a survey
to members of the Grassroots Con-
servancy, but she says she welcomes
other input as well. There are numer-
ous possibilities, maybe even includ-
ing space for a community theater
near Riverbend Park. There have also
been discussions about re-stocking
the river with trout.

“The goal of the trail is to serve the
community as a whole,” she noted.

Concurrently with her work on the
riverwalk, Clark is also helping her
AmeriCorps team members in a tree
identification project along the river-
walk. The information gathered will
be used on educational tours by Mari-
on Middle School students and other
schools in the county.

The riverwalk is divided into three
parts. Phase one runs from Riverbend
Park near the old ice plant to the rail-
road trestle at Church Street. One of
the most scenic parts of the walk, this
phase features the old dam and ice
plant, a variety of trees and wildflow-
ers and a quiet, removed atmosphere
in the middle of downtown Marion.
Clark is suggesting the addition of
markers with information about the
various vegetation and wildlife along
the trail. Benches for quiet repose are
also being considered.

Once at the trestle, walkers must
now take to the street until they reach
the town swimming pool, but one of
Clark's tasks is to attempt to negotiate
easements (or rights-ofway) so that

B See CLARK, Page A8

AmeriCorps team begins its service in region

By ANDY KEGLEYKSlaﬂ'

Take four individuals with diverse
backgrounds, add their strong interest
in conservation and public service, and
then meld them into members of the
new rural development and conserva-
tion leam in Southwest Virginia.

e result: one of the newest Amer-
iCorps teams—the new national ser-
vice initiative pushed by President Bill
Clintontotackle awide range of critical
needsacrossthe nation. Asenvisioned,
over 100,000 people will eventually be
put towork solving a multitude of prob-
lems. and in return, receiving living
<lipends, healih insurance. child care
aned an educational allowance for their

one or two year service.

This particular four memberteamhead-
quartered in Wytheville (a fifth member
has yet to be brought on board), falls
under the United States Department of
Agriculture's Rural Development wing,
and will be specifically answerable to the
New River/Highlands Resource Conser-
vation and Development district.

As explained by Gary Boring, director
of the NR/H RC&D, when the presi-
dent's program was announced earlier
this year, the local forestry committee
applied for agrant to staff five positions to
assist in the overall marketing of timber,
but with the goal of enhancing the exist-
ing soil erosion and conservation pro-
grams.

And now, since this team was sworn in
aNashville ceremony Sept. 18 along with
approximately 2,000 other AmeriCorps
volunteers from a five-state area, the
members are busily defining their tasks,
and becoming familiar with new termi-
nology and bureaucracy.

Audrey Biggs, Adrienne Perkins,
Mindy Clark and Delton Alderman bring
diverse backgroundsof communications,
forestry and horticulture to their newly
created positions. Three of the four hold
degrees from Virginia Tech, while Clark
completed a horticulture program at
Montana State University in Bozeman.

Asthe team, they will be spend one day
a week working out of Clark's Marion
office, where their focus will be on a tree

identification program along the town's
three-mile long Riverwalk and Green-
way project. That project has received
two other state grants, one of $100,000
from the state Commonwealth Trans-
portation Board's ISTEA program; and
another from the Division of Forestry's
Urban Forestry program. With lark's
expertise in landscape architecture, the
project can move forward.

Clark may also be available to local
ties in the service region, to assist with
park planning, Boring noted.

Separately, the team members have
their own responsibilities throughout
the NR/HRC&D to implement aspects
of conservation.

M See AMERICORPS, Page A1l
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Team begins service

B AMERICORPS, from Page A1

Biggs, forexample, will serve as
outreach coordinator, predomi-
nanlly working in the 11 county
region of the NR/HRC&D, devel-
oping quarterly newsletiers and
press releases. “Basically, | will be
' working to improve the communi-
ty’s knowledge of the programs
available,” and more specifically,
“whatever affects soil conservation
or forestry in the area,”

She earned an English degree
from Tech, plus a master’s in com-
munications from Radford, and had
been working in a management
positionin Harrisonburg when she
learmed of the AmeriCorps pro-
gram. "The initial attraction? This
allows me to utilize my degree toits
best potential. Plus, it allows me to
give back some of what we've got-
ten. If Uncle Sam helped us out (in
student loans), | have no problem
giving back to him.”

Biggs will alsodevelop four news-
letters specifically targeling waler-
shed groups in the region, includ-
ing the Middle Fork of the Holston
in Smyth County, Little Reed Is-
land Creek in Wythe and Pulaski
counties, Little River in Floyd, and
Chestnut Creek in the Galax area.

Also bringing acommunications
background and degreetothe team,
Perkins will be serving as forest
economics specialist. “No,” she
says, "1 don't have any background
in forest economics, but that's why
they hired me. They told me when
they hired me they would train me
in forestry, but they wanted my
expertise in communications,” said
the 1992 Tech graduate.

Perkins will serve as a liaison
between the forest industry, pro-
ducers, and local governments,and
how local forest resources can most
efficiently be marketed. “I've been
going to planning meetings of the
Appalachian Hardwood Expo in
Princeton,” she noted, “and will be
working on publicity.”

Alderman brings over a dozen
years of practical private forestry
consulting to his job as Forest En-
gineer. After working out of his
home in Mt Airy, N.C., he says he
had gotten of that aspect of the
industry, and was interested in

“learning something new.”
« His task Is¥ssisting with
the d and ¢bnstruction of low

cost, low value timber bridges, *to
take advantage of whatthere'salot
of in this area.” The main benefit
for timber bridges will be to log-
gers, whowon'thave to worry about
stream crossings when bringing
logsoutofthe forest. Inturn, stream
conservation and 8oil erosion will
be protected, and loggers won't be
in violation of state mandated Best
Management Practices. -

There are no timber bridges in
thisareayet, Alderman said, buthe
hopes to find some sultable coop-
erators to build demonstration
projects on soon. The bridges are
constructed by laminating timbers

together, and are capable of hold-
ing a tractor-trailer load, 80,000.-
pounds, across spans of 20 to 40 |
feel. He will also be working on the
dry hydrant program offered by
the RC&D, and is encouraging fire
chiefs to apply for grants before a

"Dec. 1 deadline.

" Alderman is also the tree expert
on the Greenway project, and will
be contributing more technical
work on growth rates potential
along the trail. “There is some old
growth along the river, and some
huge red and white oaksdead from

recent droughts,” he observed.

" Becuse the local AmeriCorps
team has strong a forestry empha-
sif the Jeflerson National Forestis
cooperating in support of the team
as well. The public relations office
of JNF is providing video equip-
ment for the team to film various
forest facilities and recreational
areas, which will then be edited
into a promotional video. The equip-
ment will also be used for assisting
with the Marion Greenway project
and the tree idenlification educa-
tional program. Q

Grand vision
M CLARK, from Page Al
walkers will be able to continue
along the riverbank.

Much of the construction is al-
ready completed at phase two—
the walking park in the vicinity of
the pool. Plans for future construc-
tion include picnic lables, lighting
and an information kiosk which
will note community evenls and
club meetings. »

To get Lo phase three, walkers
musl now cross the old bridge be-
side Happy's Restaurant, thencross
Masn Street to Campbell Avenue.
This phase of the riverwalk uses
the old Wildemess Road Garden
Club park. Although the park has
suffered some over the years, it
will be redeveloped as funds be--
come available.

Clark is already working on pre-,
liminary drawings for developmeéht !
of allthree phases of the riverwalk.
She says Marion Senior High
School has expressed interest in
using the Wilderness Road section
for ils cross counlry runners to

practice on. And, with supervision,

palients at Southwest Virginia "

Mental Health Institute may bene-
fit from the therapeutic value of
quiet strolls along the river.

In addition to coordinating the
planning and design of the river-
walk, Clark will also be in charge of
organizing the various volunteer
groups who have helped so far in
its construction. She must also stay
in communication with the Middle
Fork Holston River Water Quality
Commission and the Tennessee
Valley Authority as well. The Grass-
roots Conservancy recently was
awarded one of the Commonwealth
Transportation Board’s ISTEA
grants for $115,000. In helping ad-
ministerthe grant, Clark saysthere
are many struggles ahead in keep-
ing within the grant's guidelines.
Local contractors must be used for
some ofthe work and there are also
rules governing materials used.
The stack of paper with informa-
tion regarding the grant and its
usage stands at over an inch high,

so there's definitely some reading
in Clark’s immediate future.

But Clark remains undaunted.
“There are so many interesting
people here who are excited about
the riverwalk, that I don't think I'll
have too many problems that can't
be solved.”

As its part in the annual Smyth
County Trash-Off, a county-wide
clean-up day, the Grassroots Con-
servancy will host a river clean-up
this Saturday from 9a.m. untilnoon.
Anyone wishing to participate
should meet at the riverwalk near
the swimming pool. Clark says she
will also be using the occasion to
get more community input on the
riverwalk. Q



Sam Sellers.

AmeriCorps volunteers (I-r) Henry Silentman, Andrea Dyer, and
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AmeriCorps program benefits area

Three college graduates
are hard at work in San
Juan County as part of the
new domestic Peace Corps,
the AmeriCorps National
Service Program.

Although they are work-
ing on projects throughout
southeastern Utah, the three
are headquartered at the
Monticello City Offices.

In exchange for their hard
work, the AmeriCorps pro-
gram provides a modest
monthly stipend, health
care, and an educational
benefit. The $4,725 annual
benefit can be used to fi-
nance tuition or pay back
student loans.

All three AmeriCorps
workers are college gradu-
ates. They say the program
bridges the gap between col-
lege and graduate school or
work.

“We have the chance to
develop work experience,
serve communities,
pay off student loans,” said
Sam Sellers.

Sellers graduated from

Northwest Missouri State |
with a geology degree. He |
plans to further his educa- |

tifm by studying city plan-
ning or economic plan-
ning,

and |

Sellers is seeking fund-
ing for a Blue Mountain
ski-area feasibility study.
He also is developing a cor-
ridor management pro-
gram for the Trail of the
Ancients Scenic Byway. A
third project is developing
and marketing mountain

bike trails on the Abajos.
Sellers had never been in
the Four Corners area be-
fore arriving for his
AmeriCorps assignment.
Henry Silentman, a
Navajo from Twin Lakes,
New Mexico, is working on
a number of projects in the
Montezuma Creek area.
The 24-year-old graduate
of Grand Canyon Univer-
sity has bachelor’s degrees
in French and Internation-
al Business.
He recently returned
from studies in France. Si-

—
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lentman pians to further his
education with graduate |
work in economic develop-
ment or sociology. ,

He is establishing a
county-wide food bank to
serve individuals who are
not adequately served by ex-
isting social programs.
The goal is to improve the
nutritional content of diets
in low-income families.

Silentman encourages
participation in this grass-
roots organization. Volun-
teers can donate time to
serve on an advisory board|
or donate storage space forl
the food bank. Call 801-587-|
2271 for more information.

In addition, Silentman is
working on a McElImo
Creek irrigation project
and development of the pro-
posed sheep dairy.

Andrea Dyer is working
on projects in Moab and the
La Sal Mountains. The bi-
ology graduate from Mesa
State College is completing
a tree inventory of Moab. In
addition, she is working

| with the Grand Water Con-

servancy District to develop
guidelines for recreational
use of Ken’s Lake.

Dyer will further her edu-
cation with studies in
botany or counseling.



HOUSTON CHRONICLE

HOUSTON,
DATLY

TX
419,760

TUESDAY

]UH 21 1934
f?@f!lfﬂf

C UQC

AmerlCorps to fund

‘Galveston Bay work

“ Environmental restoration planned

*

' "Ams;l_.zgs

By BILL DAWSON
Houston Chronicle Environment Writer

£7977A1
the Clinton adminis-
-tration’s new national service pro-
- gram, will fund environmental res-
+ toration work around Galveston Bay

" as one of its inaugural efforts.

"' The US. Department of Agricul-
ture announced Monday that 18 to 20
jobs will be funded for the bay

* project for about nine months start-

_ ing this fall.

. 'The work will be directed by the
department’s Soil Conservation Ser-

, vice, which has been involved for

"+ several years in a widely praised

‘program to plant marsh grass
und the bay.

* i That effort is .aimed at fighting
. ; -ghoreline erosion and restoring wet-
«_lands.

Eddie Seidensticker, a resource
-conservationist for the service who

manages the local planunf program,
- said the oyees will
, - work on proJects dy proceeding

* - with volunteer labor.
-~ +” Possible work sites include Clear

Creek, the Anahuac National Wild-
life Refuge and the mouth of the

- Trinity River, he said.

" In April, the state-federal Galves-
 ton Bay Program proposed a com-
garehenswe conservation plan for the

y that identified the loss of wet-

+ lands and other wildlife habitat as its

top priority.

-*+ That document, the Galveston Bay
"~ Plan, proposes creation or restora-
 tion of 15,000 acres of vegetated

* wetlands in the next 10 years, ac-

*_'companied by public acquisition of

50,000 acres of wetlands and flood-

‘plain habitat over a 20-year period.

Linda Shead, executive director of
the Galveston Bay Foundation, a
private conservation group, ap-
Eiauded the decision to target the

y for inclusion in the AmeriCorps
program.

“Anything that can help stem the
loss of valuable bay habitat is excit-
ing,” she said. .

Jim Lyons, assistant agriculture
secretary for natural resources and
the environment, said his depart-
ment will administer 1,200 Ameri-
Corps positions, about half the total,
in the national service program'’s
first year.

“We have a host of projects across
the country to focus on opportunities
to improve the environment and
improve public lands,” Lyons said.

Other USDA-directed AmeriCorps
projects will focus on hunger and
rural development.

In Texas, for instance, people will
also be hired to help secure water
and sewage services for people liv-
ing in South Texas colonias, Lyons
said.

AmeriCorps lets participants earn
college or vocational school scholar-
ships while performing government
service jobs in areas that also in-
clude education and public safety.

They will receive yearly stipends
of at least $7,500 and educational
vouchers worth $4,725.

People who are 17 and older can
apply for the Agriculture Depart-
ment positions by calling 800-880-
4183.
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AmemCorps succeeds in S.D.

BY RORBERT PORE
THE PLAINSMAN

Desplta attacks House
8peaker Newt Gingri
e ey oo et
nton's Am am
has been a success in South Da-
kota, gaid an oﬂ‘tcml of the Natu-

ral and Conservation

Service
“It has made a difference with
the communities that have been
working with the environment
here in South Dakota,” said
Joyce Watkins of Huron, who is
_ ﬂn dirocbor for the Natursl Re-
servation Service

MnerlCorpl team.

Last September, nine Huron
residents were sworn in as mem-
bers of AmeriCorps, a national
service organfzation.

Among the members of the
Huron team are: Brad Bader,

Dronen, Jim Hansen,
Nenl , Jason Kleinsasser,
Michael ue. Shelli Meehan.

Kmdrl Sargent and Kerry Zihl-

alluctb? for NRCS I South Da-
kota, Watking said, Currently
thers are 18 mem-
bers, nine in Huron, four in

B and five in Mitchell.
In Clinton's bu he'’s pro-
to increase ng to the

program, He would
boost the number of
from 20,000 eurren 47000

nu parent agency by
$290 millio

S:xum of the 18 Ameri
workers receive $7,760 for 1,7
hours of commumity service,
Watkine said. The other twop

members will receive $12,000 for
their supervi bility.
The workers also receive free
health care and a ‘4 725 educe-
1 voucher year of
wrk.ﬂm“.?!ﬁunbeundhr
college, vocational education ar

m in the
Timber Lake area, Watkina said.
*The AmeﬁCo;pl members
working outside of Huron have
been involved in conservation
;-: designing and buﬂi‘lgmc -
an areas plan trees
and l:elping in stream bank sta-
bilization,” Watkins said.

She said AmeriCorps members
have also been collecting infor-
mation for the USDA's Natural

AMERICORPS/ page 3

Resources Inventory and doing -
conservation mf‘h f:

on windbreaks and
South Dakota youth,
*AmeriCorps members will be
with the Beadle Conser-
uhm strict on tharhvine

project this
kinl laid. “They hm%‘

bringnhtd‘mmmﬂt.ylm
ﬁwhonitmhcam

programs.”

While Watking said their
wages amount to enough to
buy groceries Iucp s roof
over their heads,” AmeriCorps
members are keeping busy,

8he said the AmeriCorps pro-
gram is a “valuable aid” to con-
servation work in South Dakota,

"It gives the Natural Ih-
sources and Conservation BSer-

vice another tool to halp prmou
environmental awareness
what it means to Bouth Dﬂwta.
she said.

Along with AmeriCorps help-

-

ers, NRCS also has an Earth
Team Pmcram, with members
m more than 10,000
of volunteer service to the

field of conservation work.
Watkinl said the NRCS will

““ﬁ%m;?’:&?*?
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50 cents

Students join
Americorps
workers in
tree planting

By Brian Hickey

Moming News staff writer

FLORENCE — About 20 Americorps workers
with St. John's Epi School students here
esday to plant 100 s at Freedom Florence,
including one flowering do, in memory of the
Oklahoma Ci Vi :

They joined 2 on other children and young
adults in National Youth Service across the coun-
U?.ntdAnnBamglmthSdeﬁ eeAmegi:a. With
oo endorsements from non-
prgf urgnmliam, said about 3,000 youth pro-
Jects were undertaken Tuesday. -

To observe the of service, the young people
gatlmudm"imﬁrwe quality of life of the commu-
nity,” said Chris Bever, member of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s rural development

national youth service organization.

“Each member out here today has a different rea-
son for being here, but we have the same goal: to get
things done in South Carolina and in the country,”
Bever said. “I'm at. with myself because I know
what I'm doing with my life. It's not corny. I believe in
it and the program has given me a lo.”

é about Americorps, Bever said
the nationwi _nrmtl:m focuses on community
service projects to the country. Those involved
receive a stipend and an i

education allowance which
can go toward tuition or reconciling college loan

“T'm really proud of Florence to have this concern
about other areas. It mrmahstﬁou{eelgooi' Sale
said. “Nineteen kids were lost in the bombing, and to
see kids out here participating in this is very signifi-

The commemaorative tree —adm'madl d \gg.zz a pla?hue
signifying its purpose — was plante ween the
::'lgtl;a?artl:neglo thl; s?.fh:all field area and g lots.

Sale said the tree not only honors the but also
mee‘*hmdred% who were injured and thousands who

affected.
“ﬁt‘smwmmewmumur
viee to our community,” Sale said in a statement
echoed by the Americorps members.

Ly Krie Trshrstrom | sta¥
Americorps worker Wilbert Kennedy helps Anna
Huntley and Gerard Jebaily, students from Trinity
Collegiate School in Florence, plant a Ball
Cypress at Freedom Florence Tuesday after-
noon. The students and Americorps workers
planted over 100 trees at the park.
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RICH BANICK / THE SUNDAY TIMES

Kevin Braniff and Doris Ignatow hit the streets in Tunkhannock Wpyoming County residents. The pair belong to the President’s
0 deiiver flyers and information about flood relief assistance to

BY GINA THACKARA
THE SUNDAY TIMES

Thirty years ago Peace Corps
volunteers lived in foreign lands
and helped people develop a new
way of life.

Today, Americorps workers
build, teach and provide help to
Americans who need help.

Feams of Aimericorps workers
wre canvassing neighborhoods in
lLackawanna, Luzerne, Wyoming
and C olumbla cmlntles Thelr

one

has intormation d.L)UuI sources ot

help following recent flooding.
“*We might be here as long as

four weeks,"” said Doris Ignatow,

stay on until the inb is done.”

A team of th from a New
Jersey chapter vt Americorps
met with workers from the Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency to begin their work in
Tunkhannock Saturday.

Their first job was a door-to-
door canvass of the downtown,
distributing flyers listing serv-
ices and help agencies available
and asking if flood victims have
‘\lﬁnc‘d up for ald
xun a l L‘\l Lﬂprewm itive,

“We're not offering to do any-
thing. We don't ask for money,”

sald volunteer Adam Payne, of

of North Brunswick, N.J. “We'll Glen Ridge, N.J. ““We're just
Sl o Lo LAVAESNEY] F T Kl 3. ’MI'“:V
| b el o il bmsil G diman -
| | ASTRO-GRAPH F2
| F!RIDES - __F8
i @ i sl)’s.ﬁés’s - — c7
y CLA
- b B \_...,_-4,'- i | .,-,,SASJFFD —————e -ﬂ
LIVELY ARTS I
CLOUDY, COLD  ars &

Mational Community Service organization. or Americorps.

Americorps Teams Helping Out

distributing information.”

They are among more than
25,000 young Americans earning
dollars to spend on education
under President Clinton's Na-
tional Community Service pro-
gram.

Payne said he holds a bache-
lor's degree in English from
Boston University and is work-
ing with Americorps to earn
money to begin a master's degree
in social work.

“Tt's understandable if peonle
are leery about strangers Knock-
ing on their door right now,"” he
said. “So we just give them the
information and move on.”
Americorps workers are famil-
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iar with post-disaster work, said
Janet Lowe, FEMA disaster as-
sistance operations coordinator.

“But these young people don't
just help in emergencies,” Lowe
said, “They also work on hous-
ing projects, in schools, wher-
ever they can perform public
service.”

FFor example, Lowe said, Igna-
tow also developed a school
garden 1n an elementary school
near her home and teaches
vounegsters the basics of non-
; nvironmentally
sponsible gardening.

“This work helped me under-
stand what I like to do best,”
Ignatow said.
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STATES
DEPARTMENT

OF AGRICULTURE
January 16, 1995
To: Tom Amontree, Martha Phipps, Billy Cox
From: Joel Berg ‘ s
Subject: Article from Oregon About Shut-Down of Forest Service Project

For your information, attached is a clip from the Medford, Oregon Mail-Tribune, a
paper which has previously praised our local Forest Service project in two separate
editorials. Although | was unaware that the Forest Service had provided comments
for such a story, it turned out to be relatively positive for us. While | am not thrilled
to read an article indicating that some of our projects aren’t running, this does
squarely place the blame on Congress.

Focusing on hundreds of lives placed on hold, the article provides yet another
concrete example of the devastating impacts caused by the refusal of Congress to
pass an acceptable Interior Appropriations Bill.

You may want to share it with the White House; | have already forwarded a copy
to Wofford’s Office at the Corporation for National Service.
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Budget battle halts funds
for AmeruCorps program

Forest Service awaits &
action by lawmakers

By PAUL FATTIG
of t!j_q Mail Tribune

A pile of applications for the AmeriCorps
program in the Rogue River National Forest
is gathering dust.

Funding for the U.S. Forest Service's part
of the program, which was slated to begin its
second year last fall, has not yet been ap-
froved because of the budget battle in Wash-

gton, D.C., said Mindy Martin, forest coor-
dinator for the program.

“I have so many people calling me, some on
a weekly basis, to find out what's going on,”
she said, no that about 150 applications
have been received. “It's really frustrating,”
. she added.
. After 31 AmeriCorps members based in
' the Rogue River forest finished a 10-month
tour late last summer, applications were ta-

| . ken for another group slated to begin work

early last November.

cipation in the national service program,

ch depends on passage of an Interior De-
partment appropriations bill, was never ap-
proved. Instead, the Forest Service is de-
pending on a contin resolution passed
last week by Congress. That temporary fund-
ing expires Jan. 26.

lgrassional leaders, vowing to reduce
feder nding, have questioned the merits
of the $580 million In funding for the 20,000- °
member national service corps during its first
year. President Clinton has supported ex-
panding the program.

Yet there is still time for a six-month pro-
gram this year, Martin said.

“Right now, we're looking at converting
from full time,” she said. “We're still waiting
for the go-ahead to start in mid-March or
early April."

Because of the shortened work perlod the
expected $7,500 pay and educational voucher
of $4,725 for college or trade school would be
reduced accordingly, she said.

AmeriCorps participants must be 17 to 23
years old. Last year they worked out of the
old Star Gulch facility of the Applegate Rang-

F.83783

But funding for the Forest Service’s par-

* )

AmeriCorps

from Page 1A

er District.

Forest officials credited last
year’s group with completing
more than 280 miles of trail main-
tenance, more than 2,000 acres of
forestry work as well .as building
erosion control projects, cleaning
up after forest fires and working
. onvarious construction projects.

They also participated in com-
munity projects in Butte Falls and
Prospect renovating community

-l
"

see AMERICORPS, Page 2A

buildings, installing sidewalks
and building an arboretum.

“We want the program but time
is slipping away,” said Drinda
Lombardi,  program coordinator
for the Forest Service program in
the Pacific Northwest.

“We're still caught in budget
uncertainty,” she said. “I don't
know what's going to happen at
this point.”

The Rogue River forest pro-
gram represents nearly half the

agency's AmeriCorps TO-mem_ber
program in Oregon and Washing-
ton, she said.

In addition to the program
based in the Rogue River forest,
there is one in the Olympic Na-
tional Forest in Washington state,
and a smaller one in the Columbia
River gorge.
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- TEX AS—Paris native Mar<ha Martin will probably thair the Farm Credit ;
Administration in October, [ollowing Senate confirtnation hearings, She is-
senior vice president of public affairs wi Farm Credit Battk of " ++{ &
Texas. . . . The state Coastal Coordiriation Council has added Goliad %'
rancher C.F. “Dick” Schendel to tepreseni ay interests. « : . The Texas 7.+
AgriFood Master program grows as T.A. Vestal, ite San Antonio diréctor, . ¢
assumes an Extension specialist post in ag ecucat) kas A&M. '~ i
AgriFood teaches honag audiences the fatts of dgric: - O’Samia Ed ©
Lissy is the new progran| manager for thé Texas Boll radication © -
Foundation, Inc., in Abilene. He will manage activities of the nine .
eradication zones established in Texas. . : « Iinported fire .5 attacked and -
destroyed corn seed and seedlirigs up to 2 inches tall on a farm north of *
D'Hanis this year. That's good reason for planting-time insecticide, say
entomologists. . . . Texas Wildlife Expo takes place 20-Oct. 2 in
Austin. Call 1-800-792-1112 or 512-389-44 R e

@oo1

)

OKLAHOMA —94% of conservation plans on the state's most highly
erodible cropland are being carried nut on schedule, according to a status
review by SCS. Almost half have been mplemented. : v The Oklahoma
SCS has been selected to run ore of the 42 differentddSDAZANISACOrPS
projects. TTHese mvoIve windbreak restoration in 22 western counties, .
Participants will work for 4 year, earning a stipend of at least $7,500 and - -
then receiving an educational voucher wotth $4,725. Ameritans 17 years of
age ot ol : L ammé by calling 1-800-880- .
183./\ Mike Mahoney, exectitive Vicé president of Wheélet Brothers
" Grain Co. in Watonga, has been elected ptesidefit of the Oklahoma Grain,«
.and Feed Association. : : . Kenneth Rose, a sorghund producer from Keyes, is
the new head of the Oklahoma Ghain Sorghum Prodiicers Assoclation.! V'

ANencorps 7

'KANSAS — Kansans plarited 1,300 acres t6 windbreaks last sprig. ..
Kansas State University supplied trees and how offers containénzed plants 3 = 25
for October delivery. Order from forester Bill Loucks at 918-537-7050 of - .ip
from your county agent. . i . The updated 1994 Kansas Swirie Nutrition Guide' 7,
is available from Extension agents or Produttion Service, 11 Umberger Hall;
KSU 60506; j hone 913-532-5816. . . . Extension offices in Liricoln and
Mitchell counties merged into a single district in July, the first meérger undet

" the 1991 Kansas Extension District Lav toagh 4 R0 Pheligiier

oy
R RAT R O

ARJIZONA —The Supima Association of Adierica has sigried its first [+,
licensing agreement with 4 textile till ini South Korea, PangRim Co., Ltd. -/
The mill can use the Supima name and logo to promote products made of
100% American Pima cotton. . he lightet soils ardund Coolidge, . (it
: : s grower Noah Hiscox has seen ¢ ds intfease by 48 mtich as 50+ 1) 11
; S R b "' - pounds per acre after treatment with mictonutriénts, The treatments dre . >

L : based on tissue tests! . : « Whiteflies are the biggest late-36ason threat to
cotton yields in Arizona, says staté cotton specialist Jeffrey Silvertooth.

v T OIS L R A |

INEW MEXICO - rhe staté ag department will sponsor 4 country store *
at *h4 =tnta fair amain The shop features products raised or made in the -
stz _ c

pr  Postlt™ brand fax transmittal memo 7671 [otpeges s 7 (oo

; To e bosiieny g

o .
w1 Lps- . { A new

[Fax # :
:}’ L 202- 220t/ A 029/ :‘i:tyd‘

premiums for groweis.
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AmeriCorps to help restore
some of Columbia Slough |

M Workers in the new program
will receive a small monthly
wage and college tuition credits
for their part in the project

By JOE FITZGIBBON (52 4) KT
Correspondent, The Oregonian

At least two dozen of President
Clinton’s newly created AmeriCorps
workers will be helping restore por-
tions of the Columbia Slough before
the end of summer.

On Monday, President Clinton an-
nounced the creation of Ameri-
Corps, a cadre of 20,000 young men
and women to work on soil conser-
vation projects in return for college
tuition waivers and monthly living
expenses.

In a program patterned after
lPeace Corps and Vista, college-aged
young people will work for a year
restoring wildlife habitats, farm-
lands and urban greenspaces. In ad-
dition to a stipend of about $700 a
month, AmeriCorps volunteers will
earn a $4,725 tuition credit to be ap-
plied to a college of their choice.

The Corporation for National and
Community Service (CNCS), under
the guidance of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, selected a Portland

N

project to restore portions of the Co-
lumbia Slough and Whitaker Pond
as a model for the national service
program.

“This sends out an important mes-
sage to the entire region, but espe-
cially the African-American commu-
nity that we are going to do
something about environmental
damage,” said Metro Councilor Ed
Washington, who co-sponsored the
project proposal with Portland State
Professor Barry Messer. Washing-
ton grew up in North Portland near
the ‘Columbia Slough and said that
he has made its restoration a per-
sonal goal.

“People of color have been fishing
and using the slough for recreation
and it's long past time we make it
the jewel it's always had the poten-
tial to be.”

According to Messer, the program
will hire 20 youths full-time to work
on restoration projects along the
slough over the next two years. An-
other doxen part-time college stu-
dents will act as mentors for high
school students from Roosevelt,
Grant, Jefferson and Marshall high
schools studying natural resource
management along the 18-mile wa-
terway.

Messer said that he and Washing-

B WHAT:The new1y created AmeriCorps
to help solve environmental problems.

M WHO'S IN [T: High school and college
students.

M WHAT DO THEY DO: In Portland, the
job will be work along the Columbia
Slough and Whitaker Pond

W WHAT DO THET GET: A $700 monthly
stipend and up to $4,725 in tuition cred-
its.

B WHERE T0 CALL:Contact Ed Wash-
ington at Metro, 797-1546 or call 1-800-
94ACORPS.

ton spent more than a year drafting
the slough proposal and expected
work to get under way around
Labor Day.

“The actual amount of money we
will have to spend has not been de-
termined vet, but it might be close to
$1 million,” said Messer.

For its initial year, CNCS will
fund 42 different AmeriCorps proj-
ects operating in 32 states. Portland
and five other urban sites were se-
lected for funding, including Atlan-
ta, Chicago, East St. Louis, Boston
and Washington, D.C.



AmeriCorps program may bring
sewer improvements to Bolivar

e

‘Balivar County ‘may soon be
seeing ngeded developments and

imptrovements in rural sewer sys-
tems, thanks to the efforts of these
behind ' the  new
AmeriCorps program.

Lebrunski . Richard, Bolivar,

“Counly~dren . ‘member of the
AtneriCorps program, explained
that ‘the program will be used to
help, pinpoint funds for and assist

in: the development of a rural

sewer.system in the county.

The program, which is President
Clinton’s ‘nationa] 'service initia-
tive' intended 1o address the

nations education, human-service,

public safety and.environmental

needs at the Toca) level, also calls

~ for the improvement of living con-
“ditioys thravgh urban forestey,
according to information given by
Ri‘chprd.j :

‘However, Richard noted, the

program will ‘initially focus only
on -obtatfing technical assistance

" with) fural sewage systems in the
. county.’ ' '

.-“Right;'nuw; u?o'lj just be work-

" ing “on the sewer systems,”

Richerd ssid.. “We'ré looking at

Pt L o
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federal

Stanton subdivision (northwest of
Cleveland), Hills and East Boyle
subdivisions in Boyle, Shelby
Farms, Isaac Danicls subdivision
of Mound Bayou and Hogan sub-
division of Mound Bayou.”
Richard explained that he and
Andrea Clark of Cleveland, the
other tearrt member of the county
AmeriCorps program, will be
working with the_Bolivar County
Board of Supervisers lo ascerfain
maney for a rural sewer uy:'r™,

but the job of determining which
area will be designaled (o receive
the system will be left up to super-

. ViSOrS.

Area evaluation surveys have
already been conducted in' the
aforementioned ' areas, said
Ric¢hard, adding that he expects to
meet with supervisors “in the nex(
couple of weeks” to see if they
have scitfed on 8 target area in the

county for the scwer system.

Clarence Finley. 'of Greenville,
coordinator with the Northwest
Mississippi °, Resouree
Conservation and Development
Area (RCD) in Stoneville, con-
firmed that the AmeriComs pro-
gram will fecus on rural sewer sys»
tems,

“We are a nonprofit organization
based in the Mississippi Delta,”
explained Finley, who supervises

.Richard and Clark. “We are partic-

ipating in the AmeriCarps program
with the U.S. Forest Service,
which. is funding the program

through RCD.”

€
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'USDA to run AmeriCorps national service program

Secretary of Agriculture Mike

* Espyanncuncedrecentlythatthe U.S,

Department of Agriculture will run

42different AmeriCorps projects that

are designed to fight hunger and im-

prove nutrition. preserve national

. forests and improve community en-

vironmental quality, promote rural

. development and increase rural wa-

¢ terdelivery, and boost ongoing flood-
" relief efforts In the Midwest,

The USDA program, funded in
part by a grant from the Corporation
for National and Community Service

. {CNCS). will be the largest single
, federal agency component of the
" President's national service initiative,

"President Clinton has made it
clear to members of his Cabinet that
national service {s one of his lop
priorities, and Tam especially pleased
that USDA will be playing akey role
in the AmeriCorps program.* said
Espy. "The USDA projects will ful-
fill the President's vision (hat na-
tional service bring together citizens
of varied backgrounds to perform
gervices vital to their communities.”

Espyanncuncedthatbeginning
this September, USDA will place
1,200 AmeriCerps national service
participants (hroughout urban and
rural America. The participants in
these projects will be placed in 32
stales, representing every regicn of
the country. The Anti-Hunger and
Rural Development campaigns will
also begin in Mississippi Delta in
September.

AmeriCorps is President
Clinton's national service initiative
that allows diverse groups of Ameri-
cans lo earn college or vecational
school scholarships while perform-
ing crilical service to meet human,
environmental, public safety, and
educational needs. Participantsin the
program will werk for a year earning
a stipend of at least $7,500 and then
receivean educational voucher worth
§4,725. —

Americans |7 years of age or
older may apply for the USDA pro-
grams by calling 1-800-880-4183.

"Grounded in the mainstream
values of community, respohsibility,
and opportunity, national service
makes sense because it meets mul-
tiple ends,” Bspy said. "It is good for
the particigants who benefit from

their increased abilily fo altend col-
lege or vocational school, goed for
the communities which benefit from
thelr service and good for the country
which benefits from a renewed civic
spirit. Moreover, (he programn is good
for USDA because it pives us new
ways to boost our mission areas of
fighting hunger, protecting the envi-
ronment and rebuilding rural
America,"

CNCS is an independent fed-
eral corporation crealed by the Na-
tional and Community Service Trust
Act of 1993, Its purpose is to admin-
Ister national service programs and
provide funding on a competitive
basis for nalional service programs
that address the nation's educatlon,
human, public safety and enviren-
mental necds.

Under provisions that are
unique to that Act, federal agencies

are empowered to compete against -

each other in a compelitive grant
process lo oblain funds frem CNCS.
The White House announcedrecently
that, asaresult of the first year ofthis
process, CNCS had awarded USDA
1,200 AmeriCorps slots and $S2.6
millien in operating funds. Funds for
the Depariment's program will also
be provided from existing USDA
programs and from non-profit orga-
nizations that serve as parmners at
individual siles.

The USDA AmeriCorps
projects reflect a new emphasis on
cooperation amaeng USDA agencies.
USDA's Agricultural Research Ser-
vice, Agricultural Stabilization and
Conszrvation Service, Farmers Homne
Administration, Food and Nutrilion
Service, Forest Service, Rural De-
velopment Administration, Rural
Electrification Administration, and
Soil Conservation Servica will play
significant roles in managing this
program.

The Anti-Hunger projects will
be at five sites -- two rural and three
urban ~ with high levels of hunger
and poverty. The projects will work
to reduce the pumber of citizens suf-
fering from hunger and Improve the
nutritiohal confent of family diets,
This program has been designed, and
is lo rum, as a unique parinership
between USDA, youth service corps
and lecal anti-hunger groups.

The environmental projects
will oceur at 32 rural and urban sites
in 21 siates, The goals of the projects
are 1o help solve local environmenial
prohlems, protect local walersheds,
repair and upgrade community fa-
cilities. promote suslainable agricul-
ture. conduet environmental semi-
nars, and preserve and reslore na-
tional forests.

The ruraldevziopiment projects
will engage generally older partici-
pants, who are college graduales and

professianal school graduates. in wor
in 10 pilot regions throughot
America. Paricipanis are {o he
communities prolect watershed
imprave llousing, proinote econom
develdpment, boost suslainable agr
culture. and aid the Clinlo
Administration’s Einpowerment Zo
and Enterprise Communily Initialiv
Special disaster-relief projects wi
also be run in the elght Midwe
states most impacted by last suunmer
recerd floeding.

DOE Salmon Corps chosen
for AmeriCorps grant

President Clinton announced
that the Department ofEnergy (DOE)
Salmon Corps project will receive an
AmeriCorps National Direct Grant
from the Corporation for National
Service. DOE's Office of Science
Education and Technical Infonna-
tion along withthedepartiment's Offic
of Environmental Management, the
Earth Conservation Corps(ECC) and
the Columbia River Initer-Tribal Fish
Commission developed the Salmon
Corps' proposal.

The Eanth Conservation Corps
works with community leaders build-
ing the nalural partnership between
youth and the environment. The Co-
lumbia River Inler-Tribal Fish Com-
mission represents the Nez Perce,
Yakama, Warm Springsand Umatilla
Indian Nations governing the (ishing
practicesofthe Columbia River Area.
The commission also works with the
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes who will
participate in the Salmon Corps
project.

"We are proud to be part of
President Clinton's AmericCorps
{eam. The Salmon Corps will reslore
not only salmon habitats, but will
contribute tothe personal and profes-
sional development of AmeriCoprs
members," said Secretary Hazel R,
O'Leary about the award announce-
ment. -

"The Salmon Corps projectisa
step in building a true working rela-
tionshlp berween the federal govern-
ment, Native American govemments

and other public and private partne
inthe CelumbiaRiverregion. Wen
pleased thar the departiment and |
partners, Earth Conservation Cor
and the Columbia River Inter-Trit
Fish Commission, are working !
gether for the betterment of lhe r
gion and fts residents," Secretn
O'Leary ndded.

Participants will work "hanc
on’ to reslore histeric saimon bree
ing grounds cof the Columbia Ri:
Basin in the stales of Washinglc
Oregon and Idaho. The 72 meinb
of the Salmon Corps will restare i
stream struclures and riparian ve
elation, erect pole fences to restri
livestock access and remove debr

In addition tn their field wor
team members will receive trainir
attend seminars at DOE sites, a
receive mentoring frem scientisisa
technicians at local DOE facilit:
and environmental agencies. T
department's Richland Operatic
Office, Bonneville Power Adinin
tralfon and the Paciflc Northw
Laboratory will parjcipate in
Salmon Corps Project.

Salmon Corps members ©
be selected from Nalive Americ
tribes in the regicn and the natio
AmeriCorps pool. The project.v
be funded for one year and may
renewed for an additienal two ye:
Start up date is September 1994
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Feds study Michigan food banks’ success

Summit held to help
forge alliance between
government and firms.

By Anjali J. Sekhar
The Detroit News

Michigan is one of the most
effective states in helping the hun-
gry with food that otherwise would
be thrown away, experts say.

And US. Secretary
Dan Glickman came to Detroit on
Monday to see how it’s done.

Glickman visited the Gleaners
Community Food Bank of Greater
Detroit to lead a discussion on how
to save food, as well as pack crates
of beans for needy families.

The discussion, part of Food
Recovery Leadership Summit
1996, was the first of seven to be

. held around the country to build
-alliances between government
and businesses to feed the hun-

gry.

“Between 10 to 12 percent of all
food prepared every day is not eat-
en,” Glickman said. “It ends up in
the Dumpster rather than in some-
- body’s stomach.”

Alan Lessig / The Detroit News

Rodney Tucker, 17, helps U.S.
Glickman load bags for needy.

gathered and distributed 3 million
pounds of surplus food.

Gleaners President Gene Gonya
said state support for programs that
save leftover food will be increased
to $720,000 in the next budget. “We
want to encourage the feds to give
matching grants to the states who
are doing these kinds of projects,”
Gonya said.

Gordon E. Guyer, director of the
state Department of Agriculture,
said he needs more money for stor-
of that money could come from eoop-
eration between government and
business. “If the partnership is
between private, public and feder-
al, it’s win-win for everyone, Gu,y-
er said.

Glickman said he hapes to get
tion from the 1996 Farm Bill Com-
munity Food Security Act, which
offers grants to hunger projects.

One concern that could lead
restaurants to hold back on donat-
ing food is the question of legal lia-
bility, said Williams Ridella, direc-
tor of food sanitation for the state
health department
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. AmeriCorps director says the program

does what government should be doing

By NICOLE DURAN
Chronicle staff writer

One of the heads of President
Clinton’s controversial

AmeriCorps project came to West
Michigan:Friday to check up on
volunteers who are working with
area farmers to help keep their
groundwater clean.

Joel Berg, director of the
USDA's AmeriCorps Program,
said the criticism the program has
drawn is politically motivated and
has nothing to do with the quality
or value of the volunteers’ efforis.

Berg said that if more Ameri-
cans were just familiar with
AmeriCorps, they would have a
positive reaction. “(They would
say) ‘this is great, this is finally
what a government program
should be doing. It gets things
done, it strengthens communities
and expands educational opportu-
nities and says you don’t get a
dime unless you serve’ — the con-
servative idea of personal respon-
sibility,” Berg said.

AmeriCorps is working 1n con-

junction with the Depariment of
Agriculture’s Natural Resource
Conservation Service and the Mus-
kegon County Soil Conservation
District to run Farm-A-Syst
evaluations.

Farm-A-Syst workers check
abandoned well closures, lest wa-
ter for nitrates and herbicides, ex-
amine fertilizer and pesticide stor-
age. They also look at livestock
runoff and evaluate locations of
wells and fuel tanks.

Statewide, the USDA has 16
AmeriCorps volunteers. National-
ly, AmeriCorps has about 25,000
volunteers; 1,300 work under the
USDA'’s guidance.

A Michigan State University ag-
riculture student from Montcalm
County has been working in
Newaygo County to help West
Michigan farmers.

Brett Bartlett, the MSU student
stationed there, said the people he
helps usually take his advice and

THE MUSKEGON CHRONICLE
Muskegon, Michigan
March 16, 1996

the necessary steps, which are of-
ten simple, toward keeping their
groundwater clean.

“A lot of the time the say, ‘Why
didn’t I think of that?,’ * Bartlett
said.

Preventative measures can be
easy, Bartlett said. He also em-
phasized that all AmeriCorps as-
sessments of farmland within the
area are confidential.

Bartlett receives a $12,000 sti-
pend for his service, along with a
$4,725 educational grant that,
without which, he says he probably
could not afford to atiend college.

Berg said in response to criti-
cism of the program, “If Ronald
Regan proposed a program and
said that two-thirds of the money
goes to state commissions appoint-
ed by governors, (that) the projects
are picked by local communities,
not Washington bureaucrats, and
it’s not just for low income people
... oh, and you don't get a cent un-
less you work ... everyone would

say what a grand conservative
idea.”
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A test you can’t fail

Confidential assessments of risks to
your farm’s water quality

BY STEVE FAIRCHILD

voluntary program
called Farm-A-Syst is
bringing rural water
sources and manage-
ment of possible pollutants
into the spothght. The program
critiques how farmstead prac-
tices might affect ground water
and is reminding farmers that
they have some control in the
purity of their water.
Farm-A-Syst, an extended
acronym for Farmstead Assess-
ment System, doesn't scruti-
nize field crop practices. In-
stead, the program concen-

10 Migsouri Ruralist February 1996

trates on potential problems on
the farmstead — pcetroleam
and pesticide storage, manure
management, and others.

A Farm-A-Syst evaluation
1s no more than a series of 10
worksheets. The worksheets
usc a rankimng system for nsks
The pesticide storage and han-
dling worksheet, for example,
caralogs what 15 good and bad
on the farmstead: bow much
pesticide is stored on the farm?
Is downslope from the well?
Are pesticides stored on imper-
meable surfaces? Is there an
anti-backflow device for the
waterline used {0 mix pesti-

David Myers, AmeriCorps volunteer in Boone County,

cides? The hazardous waste
worksheet looks at disposal of
cleaners. solvents and other
possible contaminants

Farm-A-Syst is a national
effort. but cach state has a dif
ferent approach. Missouri’s is
unique becausc it is one of the
few that uses AmeriCorps vol-
unteers to deliver the program
AmeriCorps 1s a program
championed bv President
Clinton that aims to resemble
a Peace Corps here at home
Volunteers in AmeriCorps re
ceive a living allowance and
a stipend to be applied to
ward education

David Myers, the
AmeriCorps Volunieer sta-
tioned 1n Boone County, says
much of what he finds during
his farm asscssments (s easily
correctad.

“After you've been on the
farm a longz tme. working ev
ery day, you get busy and just
don't think of some of these
things. This way. we can leave
it in writing and the farmers
can look at the packuge when-
ever they want (9.

Before going on a farm visit,
Myers docs some background
work. checking the farm’s soil
tvpes al the Natanal Resources
Conservation Scrvice. During
the farm visit, he likes to spend
20 minutes walking the farm-
stead with the owner. Myers and
the farmer [ill out rthe
worksheets together. Myvers ada-
mantly points out that no ane
but he and the farmer see the
finished gssessment,

As farmers show they are
concerned about the environ
ment, well probably sec more
programs like Farm-A-Syst,
Because it's voluntary and con-
fidential, 1t could be a good
way 10 make surc a farm 1s able
to continue 1o mect regulatory
reguirements, '

Farmers interested in par-
ticipating in Farm-A-Syst
should contact their local ex-
tension agent or the State Wa-
ter Quality Extension office at
573-882-0085. <
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In remembrance

A special tree planting cere
mony will be conductedll’v : [-
USDA AmeriCorps at Lhey.ﬂff;:r
?ennett College Belle Hall on

0 a.m, ay, April 23 at in
remembrance ‘of last year's
Oklahomg City bombin , in
&vhlchﬂﬂ irsons died and hun-
'Ir:?]da ‘T;) l iwounded,

€ public is invited to
and to remember thoge inﬁgﬁ?ﬁ
persons who lost their lives in

d-17-94

d R214

D P21B er

Site

one of the

tragedies.

TRAGEDY REMEMBERED - Tuesday's gray, raln-threatening skies '

withheld their morning downpour as students, faculty, communlity
leaders, and citizens gathered at Belle Bennett Hall on Sue Bennett
College campus for a memorial service commemorating the fami-
lies and victims of the Oklahoma City bombing. In attendance were
State Senator Alhert Robinson, State Representative Tom Jensen,
Sue Bennett College President Paul Burnell, and members of
AmeriCorps, along with three family members of Alvin Justes,

nation’s worst

“native Laurel Countlan who was the last victim pulled from the rum-

ble of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building last May. AmeriCorps
members planted two white flowering dogwood trees outside the
Belle Bennett Building, dedicating one of the trees in Justes’ mem-
ory. Pictured at far left are Vicki Feltner and daughter, 4-year-old
Kristen, with Feltner's mother, Viola Ruth Root, sister of Justes.

Robinson, Jensen, and other guest speakers are on the far right.
Photo By Nita Gilley
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Ford gets state to include money in budget

$42,500 for purchase of
school property approved

Ruth Martin, Honsing Program
Director for the Danicl Boone Devel-
opment Council, announced Mon-
day that funds 10 purchase the Liv-
ingston school property havebeen
placed in the state of Kentucky's
budget for next fiscal year.

Mrs. Martin, who has been work-
ing on arevitalization project for the
city of Livingston which includes
complete renovation of the school
property, credited State Representa-
tive Danny Ford with saving the proj-
ect.

"Qur aption to buy the property
had run out and the school board was
considering other alternatives,” she
said.

"Now that we can purchase the
property we ¢an go ahead and work
to complete the funding package
which will be around $3 million,”
Mrs. Martin said.

Ford, who is a member of the

state's budget commitiee, said Tues-  project. “When compieted the entire
day that he was going towork closcly  county will benefit from this proj-
with the council 10 complele the ect,” he said.

oy, TEREE ;
Vandals have been active at the former Livingston Elementary School
ascan be seen in these photos. Many windows are broken out {top photo)
allowing entry by persons and the elements while most have already been
boarded up (bottom photo).
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AmeriCorp workers building
new home for WWII veteran

By Eddie Arnold

Keavy resident Bertress Felt-
ner served his country during
- World War II — now, the govern-
ment is getting a chance to help
him.

Feltner will soon have a new
home thanks to the efforts of
local AmeriCorps workers and
other local community service
agencies.

Local AmeriCorps worker Tina
King, who is assigned to the Lon-
don Rural Economic Community

Development office (formerly the-

Farmers Home Administration),
has been working to make the
Feltner project a reality for more
than seven months.

When King first visited the

Feltner home to do a health and
safety assessment, she found that
the elderly man, who has numer-
ous health problems, was living
in conditions that were less than
adequate. :

Walking through Feltner’s
frame home, King explained that
the house was extremely cold in
the winter. His only source of
heat was a coal-fired stove which
left a layer of coal dust through-
out the house.

King said that she worked with
members of London’s Heavenly
Helpers to get a cook stove for
Feltner to allow him to cook
meals at home.

“I bet I've made 50 trips out
here,” King said, adding that she
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EDITOR’S OPINION

Americorps exists for a reason

Americorps is sometimes maligned
as an example of unnecessary feder-
al spending, of liberal Democratic
policy run amuck.

We wonder if anybody in Hays sees
it that way today.

Americorps is President Clinton’s
national service program for young
adults, a sort of domestic Peace
Corps. They work in exchange for a
small stipend and college tuition.

One group, organized through Fort
Hays State University, assists non-
profit youth organizations. Nearly 30
volunteers are working in Hays and
surrounding cities, helping in
libraries, Head Start classrooms,
counseling programs, and scout
troops.

A second, more visible contingent,
funded through the U.S. Agriculture
Department, has been at work in
Hays since mid-October cleaning up
Big Creek.

Big Creek does not have the
grandeur of, say, the Mississippi
River, nor the power of the Colorado,
but it is vital to Hays. People take
pleasure in its trees and wildlife.
They walk along its dike for exercise.
They celebrate Oktoberfest on its
banks.

Unfortunately, the creek has been
littered with brush and dead trees
since it flooded in 1993. Additional
flooding this spring only made things
WOrse.

Big Creek’s eroded banks were not
just an eyesore, said Ken Urban, an
Ellis County Soil Conservation Ser-

vice official, they were a safety prob-
lem.

Enter a group of about 11 Ameri-
corps volunteers, supervised by
Urban.

They've picked up the brush.
They’ve cleared out dead trees. Big
Creek is looking better already.

And along the way, something won-
derful has happened. A group of
young people from different back-
grounds, with different skills, have
learned to work together. They have
discovered the satisfaction of hard,
physical labor. They have experi-
enced the value of public service, and
they will be better because of it.

To those who regard Americorps as
a waste of tax money, we ask this:
Where have you and your volunteers
beer since 1993, when Big Creek
flooded? Why didn’t you collect the
brush and clear the trees?

What have you done to assist the
children of northwest Kansas? What
have you done to improve its
libraries? What skills have you
shared in its classrooms?

What have you done to bring young
people together? What have you done
to cultivate their work ethic and
make them better citizens?

Americorps exists because too few
of us dd what was needed, and it
should continue to exist until the spir-
it of public service takes hold.

Which, considering how long Big
Creek was neglected, could be a long
time.

— editorial by Gregory Halling

HAYS DAILY NEWS

NOVEMBER 30, 1995
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Trish McCracken, an AmenCorps volunteer, Iookmg at a ruptured Ievee off Dwuggms _Road y

“The Ievee is m the North County Levee District.. "

"'\

A wor rkin "g ' ;éaucatlon P

q ( '-;\i‘- "'"-a
._\ : v

s-'!“-,"': A RE BE oy

i T T

AmerfCorps program repays vo/unteers wn‘h know/edge

By Laura Bradford -. R e ot
Correspondent %' . . O
: ith the hel
tration an
past 10 months have earned Trish
McCracken "money" toward her
education.

The St. Peters woman just completed her
term as an AmeriCorps volunteer. The domestic
Peace Co program — introduced by Presi-
dent Bill l—(E,lmton — rewards its members for
their service with an education.

AmeriCorps volunteers can be found workmg
with various federal agencies, public school dis-
tricts and organizations such as the Multiple
Sclerosis Society. McCracken served her time
with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, work-
“ug out of an office in St. Charles County.

of the Clinton adminis-*
her own hard work, the

Each AmenCorps member embarks on a com-
munity service ‘project for a predetermined
number of hours and is given a small living
allowance. Once a volunteer completes the term
of service, he or she receives an education
voucher, which must be used within seven
years. The voucher, which is not redeemable for
cash, may be apphed toward obtaining a college
education or a master’s degree or paying off
student loans.

McCracken’s 1,700 hours of service earned her
a $4,700 -voucher, which she plans to use to pay
off her student loans. She has a bachelor’s
degree in b:olognfrom Lindenwood College; she
also has a teaching certificate in secondary edu-
cation.

See EDUCATION, Page 2A
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"This allows me to utilize my degree to its best potential. Plus, it allows me
to give back some of what we've gotten. If Uncle Sam helped us out (in student
loans), I have no problem giving back to him."

Audrey Biggs, AmeriCorps/USDA

"The best part is we're doing something that people are going to be able to
notice years from now."

"One criticism of AmeriCorps has been that if you pay a volunteer, you won't be
able to get normal volunteers. In my case, that is not true. . .I enjoyed my
AmeriCorps projects so much that I have chosen to come back as an unpaid
volunteer.

Trish McCracken, AmeriCorps/USDA member

"Not only has AmeriCorps opened the door to higher education for Sonoma County
residents, it has given life to meaningful new programs in our communities that
have been neglected for too long."

A giant step has been taken toward a 911 emergency service system in
Saluda County, now that ¥l the county's roads have been identifi
Recently, a Natural Resources Conservation Servi rps team of volunteers
spent three weeks identifying all of y's named and unnamed roads.

THE STATE
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA

Enter a group of about 11 AmeriCorps volunteers. . . They've picked up the
brush. They've cleared out dead trees. Big Creek is looking better already.

And along the way, something wonderful has happened. A group of young
people from different backgrounds, with different skills, have learned to work
together. They have discovered the satisfaction of hard physical labor. They
have experienced the value of public service, and they will be better because of
i o

HAYS DAILY NEWS
HAYS, KANSAS
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Americorps’ recruits |
sweep into the city

By Ray Quintanilla

TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

.U.S. Department of Agriculture
Secretary Mike Espy swept up
piles of broken glass at the Mad-
den Park housing development
Tuesday to underscore the Clinton
administration’s resolve to im-
prove conditions for America’s
poor.

“The administration is going to
clean up America,” Espy said,
pushing a broom over an asphalt
basketball court in the South Side
development at Ellis Avenue and
Pershing Road.

The agriculture secretary ar-
rived to give a pep talk and pro-
mote Clinton’s Americorps, a do-

mestic national service program.

Some 50 program participants
will clean up and plant upwards
of $60,000 in donated flowers, trees
and vegetables at Madden Park. In
a few weeks, the group will begin
the same work at the Ida B. Wells
development.

The recruits, as part of the agri-
culture department's “Summer of
Safety” program, also will help
residents of both developments
form neigborhood watch groups.

“This is a program where stu-
dents can give something back to
the communities. We cannot do
anything without the participation
and goodwill of the people we are
trying to help,” Espy added.

His visit marks the third time,
since April, that top administra-

tion officials, including the presi-
dent and First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton, have made Chi-
cago Housing Authority develop-
ments the backdrop for social ills
they want to address.

The president pushed for pas-
sage of his crime bill and an as-
sault weapons ban while touring
the Robert Taylor Homes earlier
this month. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development Sec-
retary Henry Cisneros even spent
a few nights at the Taylor project
to see what was needed to im-
prove life in public housing.

Since then, Cisneros has em-
braced CHA Chairman Vincent
Lane’s plan to demolish many of
the high-rise buildings in favor of
scattered-site and smaller develop-
ments.

Now the agriculture department
is getting into the action by put-
ting youth, who will earn $147 a
week and a $1,000 educational
bonus upon completion of the pro-

into some of the toughest
public housing developments to
get residents to spruce up.

Some residents said they're
skeptical of politicians who pro-
mote efforts designed to help
them. “There's been of lot of talk
... and very little done,” said
David Smith, 47, a Madden Park
resident.

Smith said once the students
disperse in August, much of the
garbage, broken glass and other

refuse, will slowly return.

About half of the recruits come
from the Wells development. The
rest come from across the city.

“l don't see how they expect
people to volunteer to do any-
thing. I clean up in front of my
house, that's it,” said Glenda
Watkins, who lives in Madden
Park with her husband and five
children. “I think the work they'll
do is good,” she added.

For the workers themselves,

even small tasks such as sweeping
can improve residents’ lives, they
said.

“I've never seen so much glass
in my life. It's terrible, and to
think kids were playing around
all this stuff isn't very good,” said
Sheena Hodges, 16, who lives in
the 9800 block of South Union Av-
enue.

Madden Park has 487 dwelling
units and is one of the CHA's
smallest developments. It also has

Tribune photo by Eduardo Contreras

Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy (left) helps Terrell Davis, 18, of the Chicago High School of Agricultural
Sciences during Americorps’ cleanup Tuesday at the Ida B. Wells development on South Ellis Avenue.

one of the housing agency's lowest
vacancy rates at 3.1 percent.

Nearly one in four of the 2,788
units at the Wells development is
vacant. That doesn’'t worry the
program’s organizers. “Only one
person has quit because of
questions about safety,” said Bar-
bara Valerious, principal of the
Chicago High School for Agricul-
tural Sciences, who is overseeing
the youths' efforts.

“That's not bad,” she added.



AmeriCorps: B n or boondo

$658,000 allotted
for garden project

in East St. Louis

By George Pawlaczyk

EAS'IIi'hST LOUIS — Does this
sound getting things done for
America?

in poor neighborhoods.

But after 10 months, the local
program still lacks basic equipment,
and Director Don Wallace plans to
lay off 15 workers carly because the

is nearly out of

“I'll take the blame for letting
them sit around all of January,”
Wallace said. “T should have given
them the month off. Maybe then we
would have had enough money to
pay them.”

With the motto “I will get things
done for America,” AmeriCorps
workers set out to work for a year in
their communities while earning
minimum wage and money for edu-
cation.

But the program has since come
under fire nationally from congres-
sional critics who call it an ineffi-
cient, overpriced bureaucracy.

“We're told we're getting a good
government program,” said U.S.
Sen. Charles Grassley, R-lowa.
“Instead it appears to be a Great
Society-style boondoggle.”

The program — a domestic ver-
sion of the Peace Corps — current-
ly is budgeted at $376 million for
20,000 workers. Clinton wants it

See AMERICORPS/7A

L ]
PARK DUTY: An AmeriCorps worker uses a chain saw to cut down a tree in Kenneth Hall Park in East St. Louis

RS SOENEeRO8 Belleville workers serve

EAST ST. LOUIS BELLEVILLE
$658,000 - $375,000
29 full-time 4 full-time, 12 part-time
ACCOMPLISHMENTS: ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
15 gardens begun Computer center renovation
8 lots cleared Tutoring of students
Flood control work Rotary Park cleanup

News-Democrat/J).S. Nussbaumer

News Democrat/Erik Mahr

as tutors, day laborers

By Teri Maddox

Belleville News-Democrat

BELLEVILLE — Kim
Dammerich pulled off her brown
work gloves, wiped the sweat from
her brow and broke out in a friendly
— yet tired — smile.

She had spent a hot, humid mom-
ing at Rotary Park, clearing thick
brush, weeds and trash from an
overgrown section. Eventually, a

hiking and b1kmg trail will run
through the park along Richland
Creek.

“When we started, you couldn’t
even see the fence” said
Dammerich, 41, of Belleville.

The park cleanup is one of the
projects of Belleville AmeriCorps, a
local arm of the national service
corps established last year by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton. :

See BELLEVILLE/7A
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OPINIONS

AmeriCorps waste

Today on the front page we update the Ameri-
Corps projects in the metro-east. Read it and weep.

The stories confirm what many people suspect-
ed: AmeriCorps is a blatant waste of taxpayers’
money, a feel-good social program that doesn’t
even accomplish that. The East St. Louis project
is such a disaster that even its director, Don
Wallace, considers it a disappointment. (Of course
he’s still getting his $45,000 salary and additional
benefits.)

The problems with the East St: Louis program
were obvious from the week the program started
without tools for the workers. “Don’t judge us by
what we are now. Come back’in a year and see,”
Rufus Williams, co-director of the program, told us
in October. After nine months, we’ve seen more
than enough.

The workers sat in a classroom and got paid for
doing nothing in January. Now, when they could be
working, the program is almost out of money and
Wallace is ready to lay off most of them. Not that it
matters. They’ve accomplished virtually nothing in
the time in between. They never did get all the
equipment they needed. (Wallace now admits he
failed to plan for equipment when he wrote the
application for the $658,000 grant.) A few gardens,

most of them overgrown, are the corps’ most visi-
ble legacy.

The Belleville project is better run, and it at least
accomplished some ‘worthwhile things, like tutor-
ing students and renovating a building in the
Franklin Neighborhood. But was it worth
$375,000? Not in our view. This work would have
gotten done, with or without AmeriCorps.

The national picture is equally bleak. Overhead
in some programs is as high as 50 percent. The cost
of each worker, originally estimated at $13,000 to
$15,000, is now set at $27,000 in a report by the
nonpartisan General Accounting Office. :

At this point the best thing Congress can do is cut
the losses and refuse to fund it next year. Ameri-
Corps is budgeted at $376 million this year. Presi-
dent Clinton wants to throw away $575 million on
it next year. Let’s not.

If by some chance AmeriCorps returns for anoth-
er year, the federal government needs to promise it
will not fund the East St. Louis program. Wallace
plans to apply again, this time to plant trees instead’
of gardens. He wants to make East St. Louis a tree
capital of America. After the waste and misman-
agement this year, it would be a travesty to award
him one more dime of the taxpayers’ money.
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Continued from 1A
expanded to $575 million and

33,000 workers mext year, while

Grass]eyandodm;mCongrus

* want it killed.
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| high as 50 percent, although local

. programs claim ¢ 10 percent of
their money goes for administration.
And the cost to field each worker,

o

originally estimated at $13,000 to

| $15,000, has escalated to $27,000,
+ according to a report by the General

. Accounting Office.

“Taxpayers are paying far more

. for this program than advertised”
| Grassley said. .

“This is service,” said

Joel Berg, director of the US.

- Department of Agricul

ture's Ameri-

. Corps division. “It’s not just a feel-
' good plan to change the world. It's
supposed

to change the people who

.participau,andn_ﬂ'_lallofthmm

Community gardens
A small garden in Rush City that

! was supposed to provide fresh veg-

etables for neighborhood residents
has been abandoned and is over-

'_ grown with weeds. A “no trespass-

ing” sign was posted after it was
Icamedd:tegardenm.mkmlym
placed on public land.

Behind the Lessie Bates Davis
Neighborhood House, another gar-

| dening effort has failed. A few cab-

bages can be seen in it, but little

else. Kids yanked out most of what
was planted there.

These and 13 other gardens are
the most visible results of the horti-
culture program funded by Ameri-

5.

Twenty-nine workers were hired
for the East St. Louis program,
which began Oct. 3. Nine workers
later were shifted to a separate flood
control program.

As the program nears the end of
its first year, the 15 gardens built by
AmeriCorps workers have been
turned over to residents to tend.
Many have been overtaken by
weeds.

Lacking equipment and supplies,
workers now spend much of their
time mowing grass, pruning trees or
picking up trash. They quit at noon
on hot days. During the winter, they
sat in their office at State Communi-
ty College with little to do.

“Because of the obstacles, we did
not accomplish what we set out to
do in our first year,” said Wallace,
who earns $45,000 a year.

“People think we got a wheel-bar-
row full of cash down here that we
just frittered away, but it just isn't
true. lthmkwcvedoncprm'ymll

considering the circumstances,” he’

said.

Besides building the gardens,
AmeriCorps workers cleared eight
vacant lots and cleaned out a small
greenhouse at East St. Louis Senior
High School.

Hmuwmwholnter to

have gardens planted on lots
said they were unwilling to the

plots, only to sec the poduce
trucked off for sale.
“I'm not selling this s said

the Rev. Johnny Davis, who faid he
daily weeds a 50- by-20-foot garden
on 8th Street around the comer from
his home.

Davis, 63, said that while Ameri-

- Corps workers cleared the ground,

he planted the garden himself
“They gave me some s¢eds.
haven't seen them since,” he said.

News-Democrat/Erlk
ate Community College is the only garden cared for by AmeriCorps

Two local programs

Belleville and East St. Louis have
the only AmeriCorps programs in
the metro-east; there are 22 pro-
grams in Illinois.

Cities must apply for AmeriCorps
grants, The applications are evaluat-
ed and approved by commissions set
up by the government. The amount
of money cities receive is deter-
mined by how much they ask for in
their applications, and how well they
make their cases.

Full-time workers are paid mini-
mum wage of $4.25 an hour or
slightly higher and receive health
insurance coverage for a year worth
about $1,200. Those who stick with
the program for a full year also geta
$4,725 grant for college tuition.

Belleville Area College and the
Franklin Neighborhood Association
administer the Belleville program,

Sunday, July 30, 1995

which is budgeted to cost $375,000
if all the education grants are used.
The program’s 26 workers have per-
formed a variety of neighborhood
improvement projects and worked as
tutors in Belleville schools. Its
director, Jody Lauf, earns $23,000 a
year.

“Obviously this is taxpayer mon-
ey that is going into the project, but
it's a program in which taxpayers
can actually see things that are being
accomplished,” Lauf said.

Wallace said he didn't plan how
to obtain equipment — such as gar-
den tractors and back hoes — when
he wrote the project’s grant applica-

"We thought the city and state .

would help us out with things, but
we found the opposite to be true,” he
said.

Much of the $30,000 allocated for

Belleville (lll.) News-Democrat

Page 7, Section A

DIRECTOR: Don Wallace

equipment and supplies was spent
on gasoline and other expenses,
Wallace said. Last week, only $500
of that money remained and is
reserved for emergencies.

“We never anticipated being short
of equipment this late into the pro-
Ject,” he said. “We have had to fight
for everything we get.

Wallace said dmt despite the fail-
ures, he is proud of the way the pro-
gram'’s workers have adapted.

“They have worked hard and have
been willing to learn,” he said.

James Pace, 40, of East St. Louis
said he is proud of the master gar-
dener’s certificate he earned in the
program after attending a 12-week
course at Southern Illinois Unwem
ty at Edwardsville.

“It’s hard making ends meet on
minimum wage, but it’s been worth
it,” said Pace, who plans to start a
landscaping business.

Mike Smith, 48, of East St. Louis’
said criticism of the program’s
$27,000 per worker estimated cost is
unwarranted.

“That ain’t no money for what
we're doing,” Smith said last week
while using a chainsaw to cut tree
limbs in Kenneth Hall Park.

Wallace said the program should
not be judged on its accomplish-
ments but on how it has benefited
the participants.

“These people have learned
responsibility. They've learned what
a hard job it is to plant a garden,” he
said. “They are better off for it. It's
better than having them on welfare.
Is it better to be sitting around doing
nothing or picking up trash?”
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Jim Williama, 19, of Belleville,
‘ntored sodents a1 West Junior High
School.

The Rotary Park cleanup was
done by people in the haman peeds
canegory.

Dammerich, s mother of two,
bopes bo use ber educational grant o
tike borticulture and computer

classes. Soppe and ast
mcently  gradusted from  high
school. She plans to become an Eng-

lish teacher. be wasts o be o land-
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AmeriCorp workers prepare the soil for a garden in Rush City.

Renyold Ferguson

Gardens A Matter Of Pride

By Margaret Gillerman
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff

It won't be long before the lot
next to Jesse and Donna Haire's
home in the Rush City neighbor-
hood will be ripe with vellow pep-
pers, plump red tomatoes. tasty
green peas and summer squash.
Mangolds and zinnias will bloom.

The gardeners who are tilling
and planting this week are building
a community garden. And backers
of the project hope this community
garden — and about a dozen like it
around East St. Louis — also will
grow a bumper crop of neighbor-

Gardens

From page one

Florine Johnson, an AmenCorp
worker, coordinates the tilling and
planting and was busy on Sycamore
this week. Johnson, 46, of Centre-
ville, recently completed a master
gardening course offered by the Uni-
versity of Illinois’ Extension Service.

She joined AmeriCorp because she
wanted "'to give a vear of community
March. she and others

service, In la

Crews Are Preparing
Community Project

hood pride.

Crews of workers from Ameni-
Corp and neighbors are helping
prepare the soil, build the wooden
sides and walkway, and plant seeds
and cuttings at the garden at 910
Sycamore.

Other folks also helped get the
community garden project —
called Harvesting Good Neighbor
Relations — this far. MECCO/O-
peration New Spirit, a citywide

experimenting with a raised bed gar-
den, Johnson said.

Sheets of plastic were placed on
top of the original neighborhood soil,
and then covered with clean soil, so
any possible contamination would be
eliminated. The original soil has been
sent to a lab for tests.

James Pace, 40, an AmeriCorp
worker from East St. Louis. helped
install wooden planks around the gar-
den and till the soil. He recently com-
pleted the master gardening course
and joined AmeriCorp “‘to try to
beautify the community” and im-
prove the :aid he

environment He

neighborhood organization, started
the garden program about two
years ago and has been expanding
it since. At least four community
gardens are new this spring. Amer-
iCorp joined as co-sponsor this
season.

“Community gardens serve as a
way of bringing neighbors and
neighborhoods together for a com-
mon purpose . . . and of harvesting
good neighbor relations,” said
Venessa Marion, administrator of
MECCO/Operation New Spirit.

See GARDENS, Page 4

for their community."”

The garden on Sycamore is just
outside the window of the Haire's
house in Rush City, on land donated
by the Haires. Most vears, Donna
Haire, has planted a smaller garden
on the lot. “l love gardens and I like
to see stuff grow,” Donna Haire said.

She already has plans to freeze the
tomatoes and make stew and chili for
her husband and two daughters.

MECCO/New Spirit and Ameni-
Corp are sponsoring 11 gardens in

the Winstanley, Olivette Park, Dav-
v Wadwawend Bl
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Cleanmg up the Meadows
4 takes lots of cooperation

JOHN SELL

Eddor

Turming » dumping area invo 3 plc-
Wi 58 is el an easy endeavor, but &
CoaMinn of foroes is making thas hap-
pen on the property adjicest © the

-Exs Lahe Mcabows Houting Auwrhorl-

ty Cranrmmenivy.

De¥at Clean aml Beautiful ppear-
beaded he effon with belp from 1be
€Eau Lake Moadows Residenis’ Ao
oo, e US Naund Resowstes
Consenation Service, o Americop
Progran) and the Arlants Jossing Aa-
thornay,

The penjochd had throe parts do il
The major porion was the cicaa en ef-
lot. The propenty, which fronts Glen-
wuod Road soud sits nexil 60 e bousing
commueity’s hatlficld, is povasely
wencd by Sang 1o Nu. However, Na
dueniod tha balifieid 10 1he community
smd pan of the apreeinont was o Recp
ap the mfjacend propeny, kxnaling o
Fva Davis, president of the Eaaa Lake
Mu‘b“ nmhm uucuim.

The poperty has traditionally been
sised a4 » place 10 throw imab, Devis
smd Broken ghas, plastic botties, tas-
foosk contalmens and otbet litier cov-
erod mameh of \he area.

‘h'l‘h prownds wece Mo bekopd 1

acconling
DeKalb Clean sad Desutited.

o addition tO the clean wp, the
woaking groug of ahoat 50 people, ie-
chudkng about | § residents, scedod the
oo and wecd swich dopsie d by Goor-
gia Power (0 wuver & tsail Lvough e
aea

Singlcron  sald  somecer  had
dumpod 3 losd nf cow smamucs onto the
proporty, o the crow sperad ¥ o) and
wscd il M fentitiscr for she prass.

Vinceat ton of Americom
in Suyma, & propraes of the Conserv-
1on Service, wsd the projoct was Jange
conugh ia aope fon hes growp LO Pt in-
wirdvod. Fie xaid theve wall be Sollow-up
work days becaase therg was (00 much
work uhhuujnmludn.

The Atlanta Housing Aaihnraty,
which hires many commussty -
denls 0y worken, donsiod & tnck am)
ook more thin throe kadh of resh 10
the dump from the propesy.

Once the pmiocr is compleied,
Davim plans on useng i #3 » recreation

of area 1o Inchide having cookpals, pic-

nics, Al londmisers.

Singieion said cleanng wp the pon-
et o2 just the san. DeKalb Cican and
Beawtifct will bollove wp by ating a
coinnuaily mectnga o Aad ot sty
Ehe sovadosds waal to &) with (he
ony. The cameonmental group will »t
50 coodect workshops for rcaidonds in
fandscape maptenance and beausifica-
tion, arcording w0 Sing keton.

Dyvis w2l ahe v gradefol dhn
DeKalh Clean and Beaudiiid has tsken
an mieread i he area and oqgamand
the pwidost.

VYivias Fichelbrrger, direciw of
Dekuih C‘lua and Beawtiful, oo pits

an the xivivory haerd for Ameacomp
and ok sdvantage of an opponunity
10 find projecrs fow the proup She waid
the work heing done will help (o slep
erosion of the pod) in thas aree. a8 well
28 makiog a wicer acea for the ress
donds. Bitiethorger fad wirked with
Davis on oter gwojecit and knew of
the noed, 20 she put fupether the re-
so810cs 40 roake the cloawop a reafity.

Davis syl the property made a had
imopeerupm Jhoud (e pomrunty be-
vaase | kad bocome i cycanec fonun
Choswond Avenae. She higas that nev
doy husiocsws thong bt comndur wi it
doasie 3 (ence and o0 -
prove the appearanue of the peupeny.

Davwis said she forts the nesidents
anad the Adlaana Mowasang Avthonty will
wivd jopeihcr o becp (he asca pice,
bocsuse lhey have Lept the halitield
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working with the nwmcrs Lo place “No
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By Joel Berg

AmerlCorps coverage u

The rccent article by George
Pawlaczyk — and accompanying
editorial and cartoon — on the
USDA-sponsored AmeriCorps pro-
jects in East St. Louis and Bellcville
contained many serious inaccuracies
and omissions.

Last fall, your paper also ran a
negative article on the project —
also by Pawlaczyk — that inaccu-
rately reported that the program
started without the proper tools and
that misquoted AmeriCorps mem-
bers,

Subsequent to publication of that
original story, my staff and | each
made individual site visits to the
project, We discovered firsthand that
the project is “getting things done”
while strengthening the communi-
tics, expanding cducational opportu-
nity and encouraging personal
responsibility.

When [ learncd a number of
weeks ago that Pawlaczyk was
preparing another story on the pro-
ject, 1 called him immediately, Upon
my requcst, he called me at home
that Sunday and we spoke for over
an hour. In our conversation, he
admitted the bias of both himself
and his editor, saying that neither of
them personally believe that East St.
Louis needs either more gardens or
rore trees.

It seemcd clear he had made up
his mind that the wholc idea was stu-
pid and that his article would say so,
regardless of the facts presented by
myself or anyonc else. Still, at a few
points during our conversation, he
admitted that he had misunderstood
a few things about the program and
that he would correct thosc issucs;
unfortunarely, his final article
included almost all of his original,
mistaken ideas,

For example, during our conver-
sation, Pawlaczyk admitted he knew
that preliminary cost estimalcs
leaked to the media by congression-
al opponents of AmeriCorps were
false, yet he included these numbers
in his article as if they were fact. The
truth is that each USDA AmenCorps
member in Southemn Illinois costs
federal taxpayers a maximum of
$21,000 per year, including a $4.725
cducational award to be used to pay

AMER | CORPS/NRCS

for college or job trammg Tlus per-
member figure is $6,000 less per
year than the figure reported by your
newspaper.

In addition, the article and editor-
1al both:

Exaggerated the cost of the pro-

- ject by at least $48,000.

» Severely underreported the
amount, the complexity, success,
and the impornance of the communi-
ty service tasks performed.

* Failed to report that food grown
in the community gardens has been
used to help feed hundreds of low-
income families.

* Incorrectly failed to describe the
vital planning, outreach and educa-
tion service provided by the Ameri-

ter.

+ Fabricated untrue stories that
AmeriCorps members were paid for
quitting early on hot days.

* Claimed erroncously that the
project did not have the required
tools and cquipment.

* Confused the reality that the

members arc successfully complet-

ing the program and thus officially
terminating their term of service
during the summer with the false

notion that they are somehow being

laid off. "

The truth is that the AmeriCorps
members worked hard throughout
the year providing vital services 10
the penpr of East St. Louis and
Belleville. The project correctly
spent the budget allotted to it. The
truth is that the people of both
Belleville and East St. Louis are

bencfiting greatly from AmeriCorps.

In our conversation, Pawlaczyk
promised his article would include
full coverage of the flood-rclief
work performed by the USDA
AmeriCorps  crew serving in
Belleville. However, his lengthy arti-
cle only included. one sentence on
flood relief. [ believe his article did
not seriously describe the flood
relief work for two reasons: 1)
describing such obviously worth-
while work would undermine his

P

618 2719737 P.02

- L oft
“'*.u «'4

nfair3

. assignment to prove \AmeriCorps

was 8 “boondoggle,” and 2), focu.sing

on Belleville — where your: paper's’:
readers live ~ would ‘allowsyour:.
readers to leamn.for themsslmmhu
the article was inaccurate, :sr 4

.1...,

Had the article been fair, it wouldi i
have reported that the' USDA Ameri-«,
Corps crew based in Belleville lﬂbl-.{
lized 4,000 feet of stream andland '
adjoining Bluff Road, . which'suf;
fered from' massive: *floc»dmg‘"tnw:'."
1993, ‘Among other: things;" thei-

. AmeriCorps members' sumyed-

- AmeriCorps crew than ifit

area, drew engmeenng:-cham. :
removed trees that would “interfere,,
with the stabilization work,.cut out,,
ditches and removed silt,an

“filter fabric¢™ and “rip.tap' in the °
stream 1o prevent  future ‘flooding,
and crosion. This service’ was.per-+
formed far more cheaply: by»4hes~
been
performed by government _cmploy.-;.

s 0288 ivat T8, g i Hrod &
Corps members throughout the win- , %895, DEIVID COnppas vl it o

Pawlaczyk also failed to report*li '

. very moving story from my site vis- .

"it to the project, which I‘related to
*him. In June, 1 traveled to a'project

" donated

site in Centreville, where the Amm-u
Corps members” were ‘working’ to4
¢reate a park on land that'had been i v
y a mother in.memory of %
her son, who had been recently shot. ,
On that day, a mostly white group,,
of about 15 volunteers from the sev-
enth and eighth ‘graded fromb 8t}
Phillips Church’ 'worked‘alongsidess
the “mostly* Africad<American
AmeriCorps”. members,&Together
they constructed ‘an’ entire’"play-T
ground for that new park. Thls day

provided an mspmng tes

only t6 AmeriCorps »ab it

people together ac:oss raé hne

but to AmeriCorps* succesutboost-,

ing local volunteer efforts and .

empowering local communmes o e ’3 '
The true facts' are’ cleu.l Ameu-

Corps is cost-effective. AmefiCorps '3 '

rewards work: instead of welfa.re

AmeriCorps rénews the spmt of .

ccmmunn‘y mvolvcment !hax made-.
this nation great. _.'-,_ ; i‘_,, ) 3 o

1 simply hope: that when gheg
News-Democrat.covers thisiissue ini=
the future, it rcpg:ts dae facts.— and .
only the facts.-- .- a1 LT

(Joel Berg s dnrcctor of nation: -
al service for the U.S, Department .

\.) -3

orAgrlculture._) T
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m Public service: The thread
uniting nearly 1,000 Southland
volunteers sworn in to '
AmeriCorps is idealism and the
belief they can change things.

By JOCELYN Y. STEWART

TIMES STAFF WRITER

With an economics degree from UCLA
and a resume laced with”honors, 22-
year-old Anna QOuroumian figures she
could easily command a higher salary,
complete with impressive business cards
and a lofty title.

Instead, the young Glendale woman is
content to spend this year working with
a local anti-hunger project, earning a
modest income.

Her co-workers will be people such as
Garland Robinson of South Los Angeles,
who temporarily put off a master's
degree to fulfill a lifelong dream of
“working with the people.”

Along with thousands of others across

JILLUNNELI;Y / For The Times
AmeriCorps volunteers are sworn in by President Clinton Monday via satellite link at the Universal Amphitheatre.

ream lIeam

RICK MEYER / Los Angeles Times
From left, inductees Anna Ouroumian,
Garland Robinsen, Dawn Takeuchi.

the country, Ouroumian ‘and Robinson
have signed up for a “season of service”
in AmeriCorps, President Clinton’s na-
tional service program. On Monday, the
two gathered with nearly 1,000 other
participants at the Universal Amphithe-
atre for the mass swearing-in of the
nation’s first AmeriCorps class.

In Los Angeles, the one thread uniting
an otherwise disparate group of Ameri-
Corps members—young and old, middie-
class and poor—is an idealism reminis-
cent of a bygone era in American
history: the belief that they can be the
agents of change.

Like a domestic Peace Corps, the

-AmeriCorps members will combat prob-

lems ranging from hunger and crime to
illiteracy and pollution.

“I'm interested in community empow -
erment and . .. showing people that
things can be done,” said Ouroumian,
who grew up in Glendale. "I know it
sounds cliche-ish, but I believe anything
is possible.”

At the ceremony, AmeriCorps mem-
bers listened to a-string of speeches—

Please see VOLUNTEERS, B3
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JILL CONNELLY / For The Times

President Clinton, addressing recruits to service program, tells them he knows they are ‘‘a generation of doers.”.

VOLUNTEERS: National Service Program

Continued from B1
laced with words of encouragement and
praise—by Mayor Richard Riordan, Po-
lice Chief Willie L. Williams and Secre-
tary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Henry Cisneros, as well as past
and present members of other service
organizations.

“AmeriCorps will rise or fall with
your success this year,” Cisneros said.

peaking via salellite in a speech that

was simulcast to AmeriCorps mem-
bers nationwide, Clinton applauded
members for their commitment to
changing America and “getting things
done.”

“Every generation in our history has
learned to take responsibility for our
future, and your generation is no excep-
tion,” Clinton said. “We look at you
now, and we know you are no genera-
tion of slackers. Instead, you're a gener-
ation of doers."”

For all its seriousness, the event—
hosted by actor Andrew Shue, a star of
the “Melrose Place” television series—
felt like a pep rally at times, with
members breaking out in impromptu
chants (“We want Bill!") and songs
(“Lean on Me”) while waiting for the
satellite hookup.

Performers Patti LaBelle, who
donned a black AmeriCorps cap, and the
R&B group Immature brought the
crowd to its feet.

“I like what you're doing,” LaBelle
said as the crowd cheered wildly. “Keep
on striving for the positive things in
life.”

The centerpiece of the event was the
pledge that all AmeriCorps members
took.

Standing in front of a screen, right
hands held high, they listened to the
words spoken by Clinton, then repeated
them:

“I will get things donc for America to
make our people safer, smarter and
healthier. I will bring Americans to-
gether, to strengthen our communities.
Faced with apathy, I will take action.
Faced with conflict, I will seek common
ground. Faced with adversity, I will
persevere, . . . " In return for their

pledge, they will receive a living sti-
pend—often minimum wage, though
some team leaders will make up to
$1,200 a month—along with basic health
insurance, a child-care allowance and a
monetary award for college, vocational
training or to pay off a previous educa-
tional loan.

Trial runs of the program this sum-
mer have received mixed reviews, and
participants say they know the work
will be difficult, especially for the pay
they will receive. But for some, at least,
the compensation is secondary to the
life-changing experiences they expect
to have during their year of service.

Robinson, for instance, sees his year

as a way to help and to lay the ,

foundation for a career in social work.

But with a degree in political science
from USC, and no experience, he could
not find anyone to hire him. “I asked,
‘How can I get the training if I'm not
given a chance?” he said. “I just
wanted the chance to prove myself.”

A self-proclaimed “product of the
'60s,” Robinson grew up on 27th Street
between Central’ Avenue and Naomi
Street and remembers “a brighter time
in Los Angeles,” when people knew and
cared for cach other, he said.

Robinson, 44, has reason to believe in
the possibility of change. In May he
became the only one of his parents’
seven children to graduate from college.

“I have a story to tell because I've
been there,” he said.

Like Robinson, who was active in
student government and other organi-
zations, many AmeriCorps members are
no strangers to community work.

Ouroumian, who graduated magna
cum laude from UCLA in June, spent
her extra time outside the classroom
planting trees at the Nickerson Gardens
housing project, promoting environ-
mental awareness, helping with carth-
quake relief aud working with a number
of servicc organizations.

Last year, she spent her summer
break working with residents of the
Pico-Union area, organizing community
members in Summer of Service, the
pilot program for AmeriCorps.

AmeriCorps is open to anyone over

17, including high school dropouts, col-
lege graduates, students and profession-
al school graduates. Thus the program
attracts individuals from varying back-
grounds—some of whom might have(
been overlooked by other employers.

Before coming to this country four
years ago, Mayra Perez volunteered
with the American Red Cross, assisting
the victims of war in her native El
Salvador.

Aclerk at a shoe store, she is study-
ing for her high-school equivalen-
cy degree and will spend her Ameri-
Corps year working with an
anti-hunger project.

David Guizar, 21, was once in a gang
and lost a brother in a gang killing. He
will spend a year working in his neigh-
borhood in South Los Angeles, trying to
help the kinds of young people he once
fought with and against.

“I finally got ray chance,” Guizar said.
“This is my first job. I'm part of staff. It
feels pretty good, you know?”

Guizar will be working in the same
program as Aqeela Sherrills, 25. When a
fire at Jordan Downs housing projects
sparked racial tension three years ago,
Sherrills, a resident of Watts, stepped in
and served as a mediator.

Sherrills will spend a year with
Building Up Los Angeles, where he will
work io estabiish tutoring programs, a
public safety project, gang prevention
and conflict mediation in the schools.

Beginning next week, 40 AmeriCorps
workers—including Ouroumian, Robin-
son and Perez—will be added to the
Interfaith Hunger Coalition, which ad-
ministers anti-hunger programs in the
region. Its annual budget of $320,000
will increase to more than $1 million.

One of the biggest assets AmeriCorps
members ‘will bring with them is famil-
iarity with their communities, organiz-
ers say.

Along those lines, Robinson said he
will offer a basic message to the people
he works with:

“I understand and I am one of you,”
he said. “I'm just a regular person who
cares and wants to help.”
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Photos by SCOTT RATHBURN F Times
Burbank Boulevard Elementary students react with glee to a trick by Dave
Skale, the Nutrition Magician during interfaith Hunger Coalition program. At

right, 7-year-old John Gralyan giggles after apparently breaking the magic fan.

NORTH HOLLYWOOD

Breakfast Gets Top Billing
at School Assembly Show

105t important meal of
Skale, the Nutrition |
ked several hundred
ts in the Burbank Boul-
School auditorium in

he Interfaith Hunger
Start Your Head, Eat
1€ the presentation, the
e urged to eat at home or
ntage of the free breakfast
ool

wportant that kids eat
said Carolyn Olney, associate
r of t C lildren “do
better in class and on tests and they
from headaches,” she said.

The “Start Your Head"” campaign was
aimed nitially at high school students
but has been broadened to include
children, said Frank Tamborello, an
advocate for the coalition. "As kids get
older, they stop eating breakfast,” he
said. “We try to show that eating
breakfast is cool.”

The show was put on by participants
in AmeriCorps, who are from 18 to 53
vears old. A series of videos touting the
coalition’s campaign began with one
featuring a teen-age boy making him-
self a breakfast shake of milk, leftover
pizza, a hot dog and a tomato.

The next one showed a classroom of
students who did not eat breakfast.
Their stomachs growl and contort as the
teacher scowls at them. The third clip
depicted the daydreams of a young
woman who is so hungry that she keeps
imagining breakfast foods popping up
around her.

The next part of the program was a
sing-along. The final act was a magic
show. where a secret recipe transformed
motor oil, a flower and spinach juice into
a healthy breakfast of an apple. a small
box of cereal and a bagel.

—MAKI BECKER
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JULIE MARKES /' For The Times
Jennifer Whitcomb, a graduate of the AmeriCorps service program, hopes to become a team leader if the program is funded.

North Hollywood

AmeriCorps Opens
Doors, Eyes for Grad

She joined on a whim last September,

driven by the “romantic idea” of
helping the less fortunate, Jennifer
Whitcomb said. Last month, the 21-year-
old North Hollywood resident became
part of the first graduating class of
AmeriCorps, President Clinton's national
service program,
It was a long road for the Valley native,
who had never done volunteer work.
Previously she worked as a receptionist
and a customer-service manager for a
furniture company.
“We knew that we had a lot of goals to
cover,” Whitcomb said of the program.

.

‘It breaks down your illusions.
You have to realize that there
are a lot of things that need to
be taken care of. It’s not in
Bosnia, it's outside your front
door.’

JENNIFER WHITCOMB
AmeriCorps graduate

Indeed, during her 10 months as an
outreach team member, she worked with
half a dozen projects all over Los Angeles,
from a farmers’' market to AIDS Project
L.A.

Her longest stint was five months of
advocacy work for clients of the San
Fernando Valley Neighborhood Legal

Services clinic in Pacoima.

“I liked working there a lot,” she said.

For her time in AmeriCorps, Whitcomb
earned $5,000 toward a college educa-
tion—and a sobering understanding of the
homeless and hungry of Los Angeles.

“It breaks down your illusions. You
have to realize that there are a lot of
things that need to be taken care of,” she
said. “It's not in Bosnia, it's outside your
front door.” '

Buoyed by her experience, Whitcomb is
already planning to become a team leader
for the next AmeriCorps project—that is,
if the federal program survives a threat-
ened funding cut. She is also planning to
attend Valley College with an eye to
studying psychology.

After that? “I'm hoping I'll get a clue in
college,” she joked. “I think I'll always
work with the community in some
way. . . .Itreally does feel good.”

—DAVID E. BRADY
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NORTH HOLLYWOOD
Program Brings
Lessons on Diet
to Classroom

After meeting anti-hunger workers in
the Mississippi Delta, seeing neighbor-
hood vegetable gardens in Pico Union
and listening to community members
across the country, federal agriculture
official Joel Berg offered his assessment
of AmeriCorps, the President’s national
service program.

“It’s here, it's real and it's working,”
Berg said, standing in a classroom at
Arminta Street School. “A lot of people
thought it was just another promise, that
it wasn't going to happen.”

Berg, director of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture National Service Pro-
gram, visited the school as part of a
national tour of AmeriCorps projects.
Since the program was launched in
September, AmeriCorps workers have
been placed at community-based proj-
ects throughout the country, wrestling
with a range of problems, from drug
abuse to illiteracy and hunger.

Although organizations are required
to submit quarterly reports detailing
their progress, officials should observe
the projects for themselves, Berg said.

“l don't believe you can learn how
things are going by sitting at your desk
in Washington,” Berg said. “You have to
be out here, talking to the people.”

At Arminta Street School, the last
stop on his two-week tour, Berg
watched as the third- and fourth-grad-
ers in Jan Shaffer’s class participated in
a presentation on nutrition and the
importance of eating breakfast.

On one side of the room, students
gathered around a TV watching several
“Start Your Head” commercials pro-
moting breakfast.

“What happens when you don't eat
breakfast? asked Peter Val Verde, an
AmeriCorps worker assigned to the
Southern California Anti-Hunger Coali-
Lion.

EAST VALLEY FOCUS

o

AmeriCorps co-team
leader Terri Piggee pours
a yogurt shake to
fourth-grader Julian
Arellano, prepared by
children during a
nutrition program at
Arminta Street School.
Right, fourth-grader
Salatiel Gray samples
yogurt shake in the
program offered by
AmeriCorps.

Hands—and bodies—shot up jostling
for a chance to answer.

“You don’t have enough energy to
play,” said Alfonso Garcia, 10.

“You get grouchy,” another student
answered.

Students laughed and howled at the
short, comical commercials.

Across the room, AmeriCorps work-
ers Terri Piggee and Lee Henderson
taught students the five groups and
demonstrated how fruit smoothies are
made—part of an attempt to show that
food that is healthy can also taste good.

“It tastes like candy,” said 9-year-old

Photos by RICARDO deARATANIIA / Laos Angeles imes

Elizabeth Meza, after taking a sip.

For the students at Arminta, which
has a high number of homeless and
low-income students, the nutrition mes-
sage is an important one.

“It's really needed—especially in ar-
eas like this,” said Principal Marcia
Cholodenko.

Elizabeth Riley, executive director of
the Southern California Interfaith Hun-
ger Coalition, said the presentation was
one of many anti-hunger projects con-
ducted by AmeriCorps workers assigned
to the organization.

“AmeriCorps really has enabled us to

impact various communities in a very
sort time,” she said.
For Berg, scenes like those at Armin-
ta are evidence that the program works.
“They say a picture is worth a
thousand words,” he said.
—JOCELYN STEWART
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HUNGER CONFERENCE: The question posed to a
group of 500 high school students Wednesday morning LLOS ANGELES TIMES

resonated of John F. Kennedy's famed 1961 rallying

call to the American public. SO
“What are you going to do to make America make
good on its promises?” asked Joel Berg, director of ) B

national service for the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
Berg was the keynote speaker at an anti-hunger

conference at the Wilshire United Methodist Church in

the Wilshire district, sponsored by the Interfaith THURSDAY

Hunger Council and Americorps, President Clinton’s _
natiopal service program. - MAY 2, 1996
The Youth Anti-Hunger Conference drew students
from across Los Angeles, offering education about
hunger and how they can make a difference by
volunteering through programs like Americorps.
“[The conference] helps young people think they
can do significant things in their community,” said
Carolyn Olney, associate director of the coalition.
After Berg's remarks, the youngsters split into
groups for workshops. Americorps members in the
community gardening program demonstrated how to
grow plants such as Swiss chard and watermelon.
April Drayton, 16, who is a student at Crenshaw
High, said she was especially moved by a discussion
billed as “It Could Happen to You.” April said she has
considered running away in the past, and now knows .
that there are alternatives to “the streets,” such as
teen shelters.



A nonprofit group
combats hunger and
‘teaches children the
joys of growing their
own food. :

By PAUL H.JOHNSON
TIMES STAFF WRITER

rouched over a
small dusty gar-
den beside Ely-
sian Heights El-
ementary School,
two young chil-
dren bring Chris
Braswell a small discovery.

“This right here is a caterpillar,”
Braswell explains to them.

“They eal all the leaves,” he pro-
“claims, noting that the little bug can
wreak havoc on plants. The girls
‘remain fixated on the insect, found
‘crawling in the dirt, and pull and tug

on the future butterfly. One girl
declares that the bug smells.

Like a modern-day Johnny Apple-
seed, Braswell, associate director of
the nonprofit Interfaith Hunger Coa-
lition, works lo get young people
excited about gardening.

He sees vegelables as a weapon in
the battle against childhood hunger,
which afflicts 698,000 California chil-
dren under the age of 12, according to
the Community Childhood Hunger
Identification Project.

As head of the coalition's commu-
nity gardening effort, Braswell trav-
els across Los Angeles County tend-
ing the gardens of 12 elementary

schools, showing youths thal a to- _

_mato comes from a plant, not a can,
and a potato comes fromt the ground
and not a deep fryer. :

- Research has shown that planting a
garden reaps many benefits for urban
areas, beaulifying a neighborhood

. while providing a boost to a family's
food budget.

1993 UCLA study found that a
64-square-foot plotL can save a
family $650 a year in food purchases.
Other studies have shown that a
.community will see a drop in crime
through gardening, as residents be-
friend one another and form civic ties.
The Lilling of a garden can also
serve as job training and helps cleana
-city's grimy air, researchers have
. discovered.
It isn't even necessary to have a
free patch of land to grow a garden,
. Braswell said. Plants can be grown in
‘rooftop gardens or on a patio, in
- containers ranging from a bucket to a
plastic cup.
Braswell works with volunteers
from the Americorps program, who
. visit each school at least once a week
*to help the children grow vegetables
that they can take home or eat at
school.
The students also learn about the
,life cycles of plants and how to
compost and grow food organically,

Kindergartner Gabriella Flores examines caterpillar from school garden.

and discover the impact of weather
on gardens.

During the school year, the stu-
dents keep a journal of their experi-
ences in Lthe garden and are encour-
aged to keep a growth record and
write vegetable-inspired stories and
poetry.

A former landscape engineer from
Houston, Braswell got involved in
gardening through his desire to meld
his interests in community activism,
nature and nutrition.

He started a gardening project in
Houston and was hired by the Inter-

T
“Research has shown that
planting a garden reaps
many benefits for urban
areas, beautifying a
neighborhood while
providing a boost to a
family’s food budget.

faith Hunger Coalition last winter to

start a similar initiative here.

Braswell is working to expand the
garden project to libraries and com-
munity centers around Los Angeles
County.

The program is funded through
grants from food companies and the
state and federal agriculture depart-
ments.

t Elysian Heights Elementary,

where more than 90% of the
students receive free or reduced-
price lunches from the state, students
grow lettuce, endive, spinach and
radishes, as well as flowers, which
repel harmful insects and attract
beneficial ones.

The plot is littered with.mulberries,
which fall from a native tree that
shades parts of the garden. Students
tug at weeds and nurture seedlings

that will blossom in the.summer,
bringing a near-dead patch of soil
back to life.

Elysian Heights Principal Judy
Moe said the free program'has ex-
panded the school’s curriculum with-
out breaking its budget, giving chil-
dren the opportunity -to learn
hands-on how lo eal -and grow a
healthful meal.

“These are the kinds of programs
we need,” said Susan Lustke, a coun-
selor at the school who works with
at-risk youth.

Providing young people with les-
sons that don't come from books
increases the chance that students
will find a subject that interests them
and stay in school, she said.

Children who participate in the
program say Lhe garden has changed
their views about vegetables.

Fifth-grader Vanessa Barraza, 11,
said she eals more vegetables now
and has even started growing her
own flowers at home after working in
the school's garden.

Alex Cortez, 11, said he is growing
watermelons that he can't wait to eat
this summer.

“It's fun,” Vanessa said of her
work. The reason is simple, she said:
“Because we gel lo gel our hands
dirty!”

Gardening is one of many efforts
pursued by the coalition Lo com-
bat hunger in children.

The group also supports the “Start
Your Head" public information pro-
gram, which encourages young peo-
ple to eat breakfast. It staffs a hotline,
(800) EAT-N-GRO, to direct young
people to places where they can get
free food in the summer after school
cafeterias close.

Carolyn Olney, who also works for
the hunger coalition, said the group
has one main purpose. !

“IU's all done with the goal that
kids, even if they're poor, have
enough Lo eat.”
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CC It's all done with the goal that kids, even 99
if they're poor, have enough to eat.

CAROLYN OLNEY
Interfaith Hunger Coalition
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Chris Braswell describes insects found on garden plants to students Vanessa Barraza, center, and Alex Cortez.

Garden of Learning

L T T T T

The Beat

Today's centerpiece focuses on the Com-
munity Gardens Project, which teaches
children in urban areas how to grow
vegetables and encourages better nutri-
tion. The project is run by Chris Braswell
of the Interfaith Hunger Coalition. For
more information, call (213) 637-1600,
Ext. 23.
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NORYH HOLLYWOOD
Program Brings
Lessons on Diet
to Classroom

Aller meetling anti-hunger workers in
the Mississippl Della, seeing neighbor-
hocd vegelable gardens in Pico Union
and listening Lo communily members
across the country, federal agriculture
official Joel Berg offered his assessment
of AmeriCorps, the President’s national
service program.

“It’s here, it's real and it's working,”
Berg said, standing in a classroom at
Aiminta Street School. “A lot of people
thought it was just another promise, that
it wasn'l going lo happen.”

Berg. director of the US. Department
of Agriculture National Service Pro-
gram, visited the school as part of a
rational tour of AmeriCorps projecls
Since Lhe program was launched in
Scptember, AmeriCorps workers have
pecn placed at community-based proj-
ecls throughoul the counlry, wrestling
wilth a range «f problems, from drug
abuse Lo illiteracy and hunger.

Although organizations are required
to submil quarterly reports delailing
their progress, officials should obscrve
the projects for themselves, Berg said.

“] don't believe you can learn how
things are going by silting al your desk
in Washinglon,” Berg said. “You have Lo
be out here, Lalking to the people.”

At Arminta Street School, the last
slop on his two-week Llour, Berg
walched as the third- ind fourth-grad-
ers in Jan Shaffer's class participated in
a presentation on nutrition and the
importaice of ealing breakfasL

On one side of the room, students

gathered around a TY waiching several
“Start Your Head” commercials pro-
moting breakfast

“What happens when you don’t eal
breakfast?” asked Peter Va! Verde, an
AmeriCorps worker assigned to the
Southern California Anti-Hunger Coali-
lion.

AmeriCorps co-leam
leader Terri Piggee pours
a yogurt shake to
fourth-grader Julian
Arellano, prepared by
children during a
nutritlon program at
Arminta Street School.
Right, fourth-grader
Salatie! Gray samples
yogurt shake in the
program offered by
AmeriCorps.

Hands—and bodies—shot up jostling
for a chance Lo answer.

“You don't have enough cnergy o
play,” said Alfonso Garcia, 10.

“You get grouchy,” another student
answered.

Students laughed and howled at the
short, comical commercials.

Across the room, AmeriCorps work-
ers Terrl Piggee and Lee Henderson
taught students the five groups and
demonstrated how fruil smoothies are
made—part of an atlempt to show that
food that is healthy can also taste good.

“It Lasles like candy,” said 9- year-old

Elizabeth Meza, after Laking a sip.

For the studenls at Arminta, which
has a high number of homeless and
low -income students, the nutrition mes-
sage is animportant one.

“IU's really needed —cespecially in ar-

“eas like this,” said Principal Marcia
Cholodenko.

Elizabeth Riley, execulive direclor of
the Southern California Interfaith Hun-
ger Coalition, said the presenlation was
one ol many anti-hunger projects con-
ducted by AmeriCorps workers assigned
Lo Lhe organization.

“AmeriCorps really has cnabled us Lo

Impact various communiles in a very
sort Ume,” she said.
For Berg, scenes like those sl Armin-
ta are evidence thal the program works.
“They say a picture is worth a
thousand words,” he said.
—~JOCELYNSTEWART

VAN NUYS

Masters Greeted
by Noisy Protesters

A Sun Yalley man who shat and killed
a tagger and wounded another was
grected Tuesday morning by a small but
loud greup of prolesters as he entered
Yan Nuys Municipal Court.

But after his hearing on gun posscs-
slon charges was continued Lo next
month, William Andrew Masters Il was
whisked through a courthouse back
door to avoid the prolesters and report -
ers.

Masters Is charged wilth misdemcanor
counls of carrying a concealed weapon
and carrying a loaded weapon. He faces
a maximum sentence of 18 months in jail
if convicted.

The charges stem from a Jan. 31

incident in which Masters, while taking
his usual late night walk, confronted
two men scrawling graffid beneath a
freeway overpass in Sun Valley. Mas-
ters Lold police thal he pulled out a gun
he was carrying in a fanny pack and
shot ‘the two men when one ol them
tried to rob him with a screwdriver.
- Cesar Rene Arce, 18, was killed and
David Hillo, 20, was shot in Lhe butlocks.
Hillo recovered from his wound and was
charged with vandalism.

The prolesters, a group calling itsell
Four Winds Student Student Move-
ment, staged a mock funeral and candle-
light vigil Monday night. Tucsday
morning, Lhe prolesters exchanged
words wilh people entering the courton
other business.

The prolesiers said Masters should be
tried for murder for killing Arce. The
district attorney's office declined 1o file
felony charges against Masters, calling
the shooting sell-defense.

—JULIO MORAN

LOS ANGELES T
LOS ANGELES,
JUNE 21, 1995

IMES
CALIFORNIA



VALLEY EDITION |

Local Service Corps Takes
Pledge of Action, Altruism

By JOCELYN Y. STEWART

TIMES STATF WRITER

UNIVERSAL CITY—With an
economics degree from UCLA, and
a resume laced with honors and
awards, 22-year-old Anna Our-
oumian figures she could easily
command a higher salary, com-
plete with impressive business
cards and a lofty title—but Qur-

NATIONAL SWEARING-IN: A23

oumian has her sights on a differ-
ent goal.

The recent UCLA graduale from
Glendale is content to spend this
year working with a local anti-
hunger project, earning a modest
income.

Her co-workers wijll be pcople
like Garland Robinson of South Los
Angeles, who temporarily put off

Please see CORPS, A3

JILLCONNELLY / For The Times

An AmeriCorps representative
holds torch during swearing-in.




CORPS: Group Sworn In With Pledge of Action

Conlinued from Al
oblaining a y
dream of “wo

Like thousan

's degrec to fulfill a lifelong
g with the pcople.”
Americans across the country,

O\,m‘ nian a sinson have signed up for a
“season of se "in Ameri s, the President’s

national service program. the two gathered
at the Universal Amphitheatre with necarly 1,000
other participa the mass swearing-in of the
nation’s first clas meriCorps workers.

In Los Angeles, the thread uniting an otherwise
disparate group of AmeriCorps members—young
and old, middle class and poor—is an idca
reminiscent of a bygone era in American history:
the belicef that they can be the agents of chdnrc

Like a domestic Peace Corps, the AmeriCorps

1bers will combal prol ging from hun-

and crime toilliteracy and p'ul ition.

m interested in community empowerment and
. st nf_: people that things can be done,” said

Ouroumian, who grew up in Glendale. “I know it

sounds cliche-ish, but I belicve anything is possi-

ble."”

Al the ceremony, AmeriCorps members listened
to a string of spceches laced with words of
encouragement and praise by Mayor Richard Rior-
dan, Police Chief ! Williams and U.S.

Hccrclar) cf ]!00<'

“AmeriCorps wi
this year,” Cisncros s
floor of someth

Speaking via satellite
nationwide, President C
for their commitment
“goLL"m,LHim;sq’r

take 'cc‘m <‘b1.'1.\ fo" ot
tion is no exception,’'

L
s. Instead, you're a generat :
For u.i |h ser n.uu..cu the event, hosted by actor

i —n..ri su‘.gs—“l,mn On
waiting for the satellite hookup.

1Belle, who donned a black Ameri
the R & B group Immature brougl

Corps cap, and
th octou.\l toils 'rf‘(‘l

1 will get
people safer,
Amc

ans 1«
with
1, 1 will seek common

¢ stipend, basic
a child-care allowa: .u‘ (

for college, vocat
rd a previous educ

e applied

Trial runs of th
nation have rcceived
that the work is difficult, especial
will receive. But for some, at |
lion is secondary to the life
they expect to

Garland Robinson sces
and Lo lay the foundation fora
social work.

Please see CORP'S, A25
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CORPS:
Activists
Have Wlde
Interests

Continued from A3 '

While working on a political
science 'degree at USC, Robinson
became convinced that his calling
is social work. But with a degree in
political science and no experience,
he could not find anyone to hire
him.

“l asked, ‘How can I get the
training if I'm not given a
chance? " he said. “I just wanted
the chance to prove myself.”

AmeriCorps, he said, will give
him that chance and an opportuni-
ty to put to use the experiences
that have shaped his life.

‘A’ self-proclaimed “product of -

the '60s,” Robinson, 44, grew up on
27th Street between Central Ave-
nue and Naomi Street. He remem-
bers a different Los Angeles, one
"filled with communities where
people knew and cared for each
other.

“There was a brighter time in
Los Angeles, and I was part of that
time,” he said.

And Robinson has reason to
believe in the possibility of change.
In May he became the only one of
his parents’ seven children to
graduate from college, realizing a
decades-old dream.

“I have a story to tell because
I've been there,” he said.

Like Robinson, who was active
in student government and other
organizations, many AmeriCorps
members are no strangers to com-
munity work.

Ouroumian, who graduated
magna cum laude in June, spent
her extra time outside the class-
room planting trees at Nickerson
Garden housing projects, promot-
ing. environmental awareness,
helping with earthquake relief and
working with a number of service
organizations at UCLA.

And last year, she spent her
summer break working with resi-
dents of the Pico-Union area near
downtown Los Angeles, organizing
community members in Summer of
Service,

the pilot program for -

AmeriCorps.

“We reached so many people
that I was really inspired, and that
reinforced my belief in community
service,” Quroumian said.

AmeriCorps is open to anyone
over the age of 17, including high
school dropouts, college graduates,
students and professional school

-graduates. With these require-

ments, the program attracts indi-
viduals from varying back-
grounds—some of whom might

have been overlooked by other'

employers.

Before coming to this country
four years ago, Mayra Perez volun-
teered with the American Red
Cross, assisting the victims of war
in her native El Salvador.

A clerk at a shoe store, she is
studying for her high school equiv-

alency degree and will spend her-

AmeriCorps year working with an
anti-hunger project.

David Guizar, 21, was once in a
gang and his brother was killed by
gang members, He will spend a
year working in his neighborhood
in South Los Angeles, trying to
help the same kinds of young
people he once fought with and
against.

“I finally got my chance,” Guizar
said as he waited for the ceremony
to begin. “This is my first job. I'm
part of staff. It feels pretty good,
you know?"”

Guizar will be working in the
same program with Ageela Sher-
rills, 25. When a fire at Jordan

" JILLCONNELLYI For The Times
Anna Ouroumian and Garland Robinson are sworn in as AmeriCorps
workers Monday during ceremony at the Universal Amphitheatre.

Downs housing project sparked ra-
cial tension three years ago, Sher-
rills, a resident of Watts, stepped in
and served as a mediator.

Sherrills will spend a year with
Building Up Los Angeles, where he
will work on establishing tutoring
programs, a public safety project,
gang prevention and conflict medi-
ation in the schools.

Beginning next week, 40 Ameri-
Corps workers, including Quroum-
ian, Robinson and Perez, will be
added to the Interfaith Hunger
Coalition’s permanent staff of four
full-time and four part-time work-
ers, who administer anti-hunger
programs in the region. Its annual
budget of $320,000 will increase to
more than $1 million.

“This is going to enhance what
we've been able to do, yet it's part
of something that's brand new for
us,” said Carolyn Olney of the
Southern California Interfaith
Hunger Coalition.

* Perhaps one of the biggest con-
tributions AmeriCorps members
will bring to community service is
their familiarity with their com-
munity and its problems, organiz-
ers say.

Along with his life experiences,
Robinson will bring a very basic
message to the people he works
with: .

“I understand, and I am one of
you,” he said. “I'm just a regular
person who cares and wants to
help.”
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Jennifer Whitcomb, & graduate of the AmeriCorps service program, hopes to become a team leader If the program is funded.

North Hollywood

AmeriCorps Opens
Doors, Eyes for Grad

S he joined on a whim last September,

driven .by the “romantic idea” of
helping the less [ortunale, Jennifer
Whitcomb said. Last month, the 21-year-

old North Hellywood resident becaine °

part of the [irst gradualing class of
AmeriCorps, President Clinton's national
scrvice program. .

It was a long road for the Valley native,
who had never done volunteer work,

Previously she worked as a receptionist
and a cuslomer-service manager for a
furniture company.

“"We knew that we had a lol of goals o
cover,"” Whitcomb said of the program.

: L B
‘It breaks down your illusions,
You have to realize that there
are a lot of things that need to
be taken care of. It's not in
Bosnia, It's outside your front
door.’

JEMI.R_w;RTcm
AmeriCorps graduale

Indeed, during her 10 months as an
outreach team member, she worked with
half a dozen projects all over Los Angeles,
from a farmers’ market to AIDS Project
LA,

Her longest stint was five months of
advocacy work for clients of the San
Fernando Valley Neighborhood Legal

Services clinle in Pacolma.

"I liked working there a loL," she said,

For her tUme in AmeriCorps, Whitcomb
carncd $5,000 toward a college cduca-
tion—and a sobering understanding of the
homeless and hungry of Los Angeles.

“It breaks down your illusions. You
have (o recalize that there are a lol of
things thal nced Lo be_ laken care of,” she
said. “I\’s not in Bosnla, il's outside your
front door.”

Buoyed by her expericnce, Whitcomb is
already planning to become a team leader
for the next AmeriCorps project—that is,
If the federal program survives a threat.
ened funding cul. She is also planning Lo
attend Valley College with an eyp to
studying psychology.

Afller that? “I'm hoping I'll get a cluc in
college,” she joked. “I think I'll always
work with the cominunily in gome
way. . . .Itreally does feel good.™

—DAVIDE. BRADY
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ﬁarvell receives
Americorps Grant

Marvel, in partnership with the
East Arkansag Resource Conser-
vation and Development (RC&D)
Council, has reccived funding
through the Rural Forestry Assis-
tance (Rural Development) .
_Amcho:ps Program. =" *:
’ 'I‘I:cmumnohhchmmCorps
Program is 1o engsge 3 diverse
group of Americans in working

‘patinerships withcommunities to-
provide real and measurable ser-
vicés 1o méet environmental and
hufain needs while building’ an

~etlnc' of :emcb, rapbut'n'ﬁln

The City of Martnll Enbane-
ment Project is designed to im-
prove the social, economic, and
natj‘m:l eavitc?mhint ofg;: tow:;.‘

;part. of the project,"tras
bins'dnd hﬁ.m will be lnstalled

.y’l

Arkansas RC&D Council will
begin revisions on an Arca Plan.
In the plan revisions, commit-
tees will be selected and public
meeting held for each county in
the district. The following con-
cems havebeenidentifiedin Phill-
ips County: soil conscrvation
and land treatment; infrastruc-
_ ture; use, quality, and quantity in
" itrigdtion water; flood protection
and drainage of agricultural and
‘urban land; recreation and tour-
ism; rural fire protection; and
ing and waste management.
- The City of Marvell Enbance-
‘ment Project will address waste
management, infrastructure,
flood protection md drainage
conccml. :
‘Besides the City of Marvell
"and thé East Arkansas RC&D

;aﬁmhu&ﬁnmum&em . Council, additional partners in-
‘town Area. Atceksible 1 rmps will - clude the USDA Forest Service,
Ibebuﬂtinghhca;utmgndewalh Phillips County Conservation

y wdlﬁémad:mmible. New cul-
ve:ri"nllbe initalled inresidential -
sreas where they are virtually non-
Iexuttnt ornon«cr\nceable * stated

: "Wt m%ﬁthe
.mm wci :i -~
At pan of the pro;ect. ‘the Elst

District, and the Natural Re-
sourtcs Conscrvation Service.

- *Getting Things Done” is the
matto of the AmeriCorps Pro.
m%v&h anhuncé from this
grant and the partnefs involved,
Muvell is dumg just that.
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AmenCorps Puﬂmpunis Meet in

i«'

Holly Grové wﬂh Dlrector Berg

“~, b :4'\ b
Eight AmeriCorp3 pammpanfs

along with other officials met Iasf

"%Ii

ment to brmg the department up
‘to standards, worked in brin ging

Wednesday with U.'S. Depart ﬁvtogether local churches for com-

ment of Agriculture Amer:Corps
Director Joel Berg. The meetmg
was held in the Holly Grove Clty
Hall. FL

Area Ameri Corpsworkers were

joined by Berg, Allen Pigg of the i

U.S.Forestry Servicein Georgta

Cedric Bradford, state conserva-=

tionist with Natural Resources
Conservation Serv:ce Don

. Jernigan, publicist with USDA
NRCS; Monroe County Judge
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Clmton ‘Berg stated that
AmenCorps is the way to change
" America through “local residents
a.nd empowering local communi-
“ties to change themselves.” Ap-
‘pro:umately 20,000 AmeriCorps
workers are at work across the
““nation. The program provides for
~cost of living expenses and pro-
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AMERICORPS MEETING IN HOLLY GROV& Eight. Amanorps parhmpunts and o?her oﬂ'c:als mei
Holly Grove last Wednesdcy with U. S. DepaﬂmequiAgnculture AmeriCorps Director Joel Ben
Each of the participants told of specific areas of woﬁ_:;n, h they were involved. In some way, the
have all been involved in the work at Holly Grove AmenCorps participants include from left: Vivic
Jones of North Little Rock; Loyda Stith of Batesville; Audnu Coleman of Holly Grove; Debra Carme
of Little Rock; Joel Berg, AmeriCorps director of Wosh:ngion, D.C.; Renee Spurlock of Holly Grow:

Jana Coleman of Holly Grove, Lnsu Cobb of Jonesboro and Humson Locke of Fargo.

.



AmeriCorps Participants Meet in
Holly Grove with Director Berg

Eight AmeriCorps participants
along with other officials met last
Wednesday with U. S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture AmeriCorps
Director Joel Berg. The meeting
was held in the Holly Grove City
Hall.

Area AmeriCorpsworkerswere
joined by Berg, Allen Pigg of the
U.S. Forestry Service in Georgia;
Cedric Bradford, state conserva-
tionist with Natural Resources
Conservation Service; Don
Jernigan, publicist with USDA-
NRCS; Monroe County Judge
Tom Catlett; and Holly Grove
Mayor Lula Tyler.

The Arkansas AmeriCorpspar-
ticipants have been working on
rural development projects in
eastern Arkansas. In Holly Grove,
the work has focused on apprais-
als of homes located in the 100
vear floodplain. At a fair market
value, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), is
buyving up the properties fre-
quently flooded by the overflow
waters of Dial Creek. Omnce the
buy-out js completed, residents
may relocate to a new, yet to be
built, housing complex at the in-
tarsection of Highways 17 and 86.
Scme relocated residents will be
allowed to build houses on two or
three nearby areas. Property
ciearance fromnthe floodplain will
begin when other factors are in
place. Individua] home apprais-
alswill movethe relocation project
along.

Lisa Cobb of the Eastern Ar-
kansas RC and D Council has
been instrumental in helping with
appraisals. Audria Coleman,
Renee Spurlock, and Jana
Coleman have been involved sur-
veying residents in the floodplain
and offering practical assistance
about relocation.

In addition to the work of the
buyout, AmeriCorpg is involved
in many other projects. In Holly
Grove, AmeriCorps workers have
assisted local plannig commit-
tees, worked with the fire depart-

ment to bring the department up
to standards, worked in bringing
together local churches for com-
munity functions, and have
worked towards securing fund-
ing for projects. Jana Coleman
related that she had worked with
Fargo for the city to install street
lights and in securing regular
garbage pickup.

In other areas, the work of
AmeriCorps varies greatly. Debra
Carmen of the Central Arkansas
RCand D Council has been work-
ing with a pellet stove project
which involves cooking with pel-
lets made from compacted saw-
dust. She has also worked with
finding markets for poultry lit-
ter, and installing dry hydrants
in rural areas. Loyda,Stith of
Batesville has been working on
recycling projects and educating
land owners about the value of
wetlands. Harrison Locke of
Fargo has been working with
marketing of alternative crops
and supervising ASU students
learning about vegetable crops.
Vivian Jones of North Little Rock
has been working with an adoles-
cent development program tar-
geted towardsthe African-Ameri-
can male.

Director Joel Berg commented
that the various works of
AmeriCorps model the “national
service” priority of President Bill

Clinton. Berg stated that
AmeriCorps is the way to change
America through “local residents
and empowering local communi-
ties to change themselves.” Ap-
proximately 20,000 AmeriCorps
workers are at work across the
nation. The program provides for
cost of living expenses and pro-
vides payment for higher educa-
tion. Berg calls the program the
“G. I. bill without the G.-I." Berg
commended the work of the
AmeriCorps members present.
Following the meeting, the
AmeriCorps members hosted a
reception for all in attendance.
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Central Los Angeles

HUNGER CONFERENCE: The question posed to a
group of 500 high school students Wednesday morning [LOS ANGELES TIMES

resonated of John F. Kennedy's famed 1961 rallying

call to the American public.
“What are you going to do to make America make
good on its promises?” asked Joel Berg, director of B B

SECTION

national service for the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
Berg was the keynote speaker at an anti-hunger

conference at the Wilshire United Methodist Church in

the Wilishire district, sponsored by the Interfaith

Hunger Council and Americorps, President Clinton’s _THURSDAY
national service program. - MAY 2, 199%
The Youth Anti-Hunger Conference drew students
from across Los Angeles, offering education about
hunger and how they can make a difference by
volunteering through programs like Americorps.
“[The conference] helps young people think they
can do significant things in their community,” said
Carolyn Olney, associate director of the coalition.
After Berg's remarks, the youngsters split into
groups for workshops. Americorps members in the
community gardening program demonstrated how to
grow plants such as Swiss chard and watermelon.
April Drayton, 16, who is a student at Crenshaw
High, said she was especially moved by a discussion
billed as “It Could Happen to You.” April said she has
considered running away in the past, and now knows
that there are alternatives to “the streets,” such as
teen shelters.
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Soil Conservation
Service Seeks Local
Applicants for Jobs

A unique one-year educa-
tional opportunity, doubling
as a resumé-friendly, high-
profile work experience, is
being offered by the Marin
and Sonoma Branch of the
Soil Conservation Service
(SCS), but interested appli-

cants will have to act fast.

The deadline for applica-
tions is August 5.

As a part of President Clin-
ton’s national service pro-
gram, called AmeriCorps, five
local conservationist positions
have opened up, each offering
a one-year stipend of $12,000,
plus an additional $4,725 to
assist in paying off of any stu-
dent loans recently incurred
or about to incur.

“AmeriCorps has been de-
scribed as the domestic equiv-
alent to the Peace Corps,” said
Richard King, District Conser-
vationist at the Santa Rosa of-
fice of the Soil Conservation
Service.

Working out of SCS’ Santa
Rosa and Petaluma offices, se-
lected participants will assist
with such projects as salmon
and fisheries recovery and wa-
tershed renewal.

A major project for the
Petaluma office is to assist
local dairies in manure man-
agement to protect water
sources from contamination
and to help farmers determine
the proper amounts of fertil-
ization required to avoid cont-
aminating the ground water.

“l see it as a potential
win/win situation for folks
who may be coming out of
school and don’t really have a

firm job opportunity right off
the graduation track,” said
King. “It provides an opportu-
nity to gain experience and
contacts, as well as pay off
some loans.” .
For more information or to
receive an application, call
Lisa Woo Shanks at 794-1242
or Richard King at 575-1409
or call the toll free national
USDA AmeriCorps hotline at
1-800-880-4183.
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Farm agency
seeks participants

The Marin and Sonoma branch
of the Soil Conservation Service is
secking North Bay residents who
are interested in performing volun-
teer work in exchange for pay-
ments toward higher education.

The opportunity is the result of
the agency being chosen to par-
ticipate in AmeriCorps, President
Clinton’s national service
program.

“The program will not only set

up the doors to further education
“for local residents, it will give new
life to the important and useful
‘work that the Soil Conservation
Service provides here in the North
Bay,” said Rep. Lynn Woolsey,
D-Petaluma. “I encourage inter-
ested residents to take advantage
of this educational opportunity.”

i quality improvement, saimon ana

SCS is seeking five participants
to work out of the Petaluma and
Santa Rosa field offices. They will
assist with on-site technical assis-
tance to land users and complete
resource inventories for water

fisheries recovery, conservation
and similar work. Applicants
should have a background in
agricu'ltural engineering, soil con-
servation, range conservation or
biology. They must be United
States citizens, age 17 or older.

The year-long, full-time
program will pay participants a
stipend of $12,000 and an educa-
tional award of $4,725.

To apply or obtain more infor-
mation, call Lisa Woo Shanks at
794-1242 or Richard King at
575-1409 or USDA AmeriCorps at
1-800-880-4183. Applications are
due by Aug. 5
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SCS Seeks Locals for Paid Neitional

Service Positions

Representative Lynn Woolsey announced
txlay that the Marin and Sonoma branch of the
Soil Conservation Service (SCS) is seeking
North Bay residents who are interested in
performing volunteer work for SCS in ex-
change for payments towards higher educa-
tion. The unique educational opportunity is
the result of SCS being chosen to participate
in AmeriCorps - President Clinton’s national
service program.

“This program will not only open the doors
to further education for local residents, it will
give new lile to the important and useful work
that the Soil Conservation Service provides
here in the North Bay,” said Woolsey, who
played an instrumental role in shaping the na-
tional service program as a member of the
House Education and Labor Committee. I
encourage interested residents to take advan-
tage of this exciting educational opportunity.”

SCS is secking five participants to work out

of the Petaluma and Santa Rosa field offices.
They will assist with onsite technical assistance
to landowners and complete resource inven-
tories for water quality improvement, salmon
and fisheries recovery, conservation, and
similar work. Applicants should have a back-
ground in Agricultural Engineering, Soil
Conservation, Range Conservation, or Biol-
ogy. They must be U.S. citizens age 19 or
older. There is no maximum or minimum
family income required to apply.

The year-long, full-time program will pro-
vide participants with a stipend of $12,000, an
educational award of $4,725, health insurance
and child care.

To apply or obtain more information, call
Lisa Woo Shanks at (707) 794-1242 or Rich-
ard King at (707) 575-1409 or the toll-free
national USDA AmeriCorps hot line at 1-
800-880-4183. Applications will be ac-
cepted until August 5th. a




Phyllis Hartley
Fxecutive Director

The Farm Bureau Board of Directors voted
to do a Resolution of Commendation for Char-
lie Barboni for his outstanding exhibits at the

Marin County Fair this year. A copy of that .

Resolution is published in this newsletter. .. A"

copy was hand delivered to the Board of Super-

visors and one mailed to the Parks, Open Spaoe
& Cultural Events Department.

We received a job announcement that may
be of interest to young people. AMER-
ICORPS has 5 positions available, 2 in
Petaluma, 2 in Santa Rosa and 1 in Ukiah.
The position eams a $12,000 stipend for 1700
hours of service, $4,725 education award,
health insurance and child care. Term of em-
ployment is one year, full-time, Monday
through Friday. You must be a U.S. citizen and
age 17 or older. Professional disciplines
needed: Soil Conservationist, Resource Con-
servationist, Range Conservationist, Biologist,

Agronomist, Geologist, Forestry, Environmen-
tal Studies, or Agricultural Engineer. Educa-
tion and/or experience will be looked at. Good
Lochmcal and communication skills needed.

< Participants’ will be working field positions

.:0 _provide onsite technical assistance to land

users or completing resource inventories for
water quality improvement, salmon and fisher-
ies recovery, conservation, and similar work.
Call 1-800-880-4183 for application. Return
completed application to: Lisa Woo Shanks,
Soil Conservation Service, 1301 Redwood
Way, Suite 170, Petaluma, CA 94954 or call
(707) 794-1242.

Good News, Marin County Farm Bureau
voting members, the Sonoma County Grange
Credit Union has received permission from the
Department of Corporations to open up their
field of membership to you. Watch for more
information soon.
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215 EMPLOYMENT
OFFERS

consarvation workers

AmeriCorps
Natural Resources, Ag Engineer-
ing, Biology, or Environmental
Studles college grads. Positions
with AmeriCorps - Prasidant Clin-
ton's MNational Service Program,
In Petaluma, Santa Rosa & Uklah
to Improve watersheds through
conservatlon practices.
$12,000 for 1700 hours of ser-
vice, plus $4750 educational
award, health ins. & child care.
F/T, M-F. Must ba US citizen.
Call for AmeriCorps application &
send wjresume due B/3 to: US
Dapt. of Agriculture, Soll Conser-
vation Service, 1301 Redwood
Way, Ste. 170, Petaluma, CA
044954, (707)794-1242, EOE

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT, mg
‘H

NDAY, AUGUST 1, 1904

conservation workars

AmeriCo

L]
Natural Resources, ﬂ% Engineer-
ng, Blolo?ly. of Environmental
Studies college grads. Positions
AmeriCorps - Prasident Clin-
ton's MNational Service Program,
In Petaluma, Santa Aosa & Ukiah
to Improve watersheds through

conaservation practices.
$12,000 for 1700 hours of ser-
vice, plus $4750 sducational
award, health ins. & child care.
E/T. M-F. Must bs US citizen.
all for AmeriCorps application &
sand wiresume due 8/3 to: US
Dept. of Agriculture, Soll Conser-
vat Service, 1301 Redwood
W?, Ste. 170, Petaluma, CA
84954, (707)704-1242. EOE
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NEWS FROM

Congresswoman

California, 6th District
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE; FOR RMATION CONTACT:
September 15, 1994 Patrick Kowalczyk 202/225-5161

LOCAL AMERICORPS MEMBERS START WORK

GLEN ELLEN -- Representative Lynn Woolsey (D-Petaluma), who played an instrumental
role in shaping AmeriCorps as a member of the House Education and Labor Committee,
praised local AmeriCorps members who began performing community service this week in
exchange for educational grants.

"Not only has AmeriCorps opened the door to higher education for Sonoma County
residents, it has given new life to meaningful new programs in our communities that have
been neglected for too long,” said Woolsey. :

Sevcral AmeriCorps members working with the local branch of the Soil Conservation Service
(SCS) met with Woolsey today and toured a work site at the Atwood Ranch in Glen Ellen.
The members will be working on a variety of water quality improvement projects throughout
Sonoma County. Members meeting with Woolsey today included Nancy Scolari, Mike
Jensen, Julie Maggi, and Colin Close.

"We'll get a lot of conservation work done in Sonoma County thanks to the AmeriCorps
members who will be working with us," said Lisa Woo Shanks of the Soil Conservation
Service in Petaluma.

15,000 Americans were sworn into the AmeriCorps on Monday in ceremonies across the
nation. The year-long, full-time program will provide the local participants with a stipend of
$12,000 and an educational award of $4725.

Woolsey also noted that a coalition of 18 non-profit agencies in Sonoma County, known as
the Sonoma Project, will be bringing on 27 AmeriCorps members who will work in a variety
of fields such as education, public safety, the environment, and health and human services.

#iti
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Ready

to help

uUsDa

drvecior Paula Jone s shovels jaboyve| much

hours of cormnity se=Ace aver E1e naxT yoer,

30 take oath to become first AmeriCorps volunteers

. Story and Photas
By NAT WILLIAMS

EAS‘I‘S’T wms. 1, - Am!rlCan:.l.
Fresideat Clinton's e

rillan veluntaer corps to make a difference
In rural and metropclifan areas acrcsa Lhe
Uniled Stales.

Pluln Jones, who heads up the
AmeriCorps pogram natiocally for the 2all

Peace , Ls uﬂ and running In mmt&
And the U, Dopn(.marl of Agrlmlun Ise
big partof i,

Thirty volunteers wero sworn n here re-
cenlly during a kickoff ceremony held at
State Community College. They wers am-
ong:-l&wbo applied to be In the first group.

In September 1893 Clinton signed into Jaw
|____the bill sulkerizing the enactment of = f-

C vallon Jervice, lold ofiicialas galh-
erad here that they were witnessing a hls-
larie occasion.

*"Here we are, oniy one year later, and the
dream has became a realicy,” Jones sald,
“*AmeriCorps has baen & very special proj-
ect for a lot af us. This s a very hislorical
momeat."'

The 30 volunteers will comprise lweo

. leama warkiog In St Clalr Madlson__

counties. One team will conalst of 3¢ work-
era who will help restors natural aress
damaged by 1598 and 1984 ficoding. The
other 20 will wark on projects in the East St.

Louls/Metro areas mo-um vacant and
Jota and planting
vepetation to beputify the areas.

Sm.«wmqummm
and

vegelable gardens community parks,
acoording to Don Wallace, projl'c! director.
Tha East 8. Louls p m is being oper-
ated by USDA In conjunction with State
Communlity College.

Jonnson said that the real work will 'bogh

onctl X e —— e -

very comniilted to their success,'” Jone:
said.

Sla added that U.3. Secrsiury of

'Anu-mm Mike Espy s @ slrong

sap-
porter of AmeriCorps. Also baeking ihe
program Is SCS ehlef Paul Johnson. Joha-
som and his wife are veleran Prace Corps

ud'ﬂmdlbmhtnﬁl
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‘AmeriCorps begins projects in Erie County

' By BOB BUYER
‘News Staff Reporter

i A resident of the Allegany Indi-
an . Reservation and four Erie
County residents today will begin
work in the East Aurora office of
the Erie County Soil & Water
Conservation District as Ameri-
Corps volunteers assigned to pro-
vide service to the nation,

All five are among the 800
sworn into service Monday by
President Clinton, who appeared
via a satellite hook-up in a cere-

N Tﬂ_-'.'“.?*#\l@"-- .;

mony, The five will work under
the direction of John R. Whitney,
the U.S. Soll Conservation' Ser-
vice's district conservationist.

Their task will be to assemble
and make avallable for easy use by
contractors and local government
agencies information about the
soils and other environmental con-
ditions around Erie County,

“They also will assist in other

conservation projects,” Whitney

said. “This {s not a make work or
a job training project. It's a pro-
gram to provide service to local

AE

| formation systems.

‘science from

Al

communities. Our East Aurora

‘based lErojet:.t is one of a half-doz-

en in New York, but the only arie-
ing from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.” ’

The five, selected from 56 ap-
plicants, are:

Denise John, 37, Steamburg,
currently a student at Haskell Col-
lege in Kansas, a college for Na-
tive Americans.

Melissa Brice, 22, Williamsville,
who holds a science degree from .
the state College of Environmental
Science at Syracuse.

Lisa Matthies, 22, Alden, who :

has a degree in environmental ge-
ology from Alfred University.

Michael Gangemi, 25, Ham-
burg, who is completing studies at
the University at Bulfalo for a
master’s. degree in geographical In-

Betsy Vazquez, 30, Lancilter.
who has a de in environmental
utgers University.

The volunteers will be paid
$12,000 for work performed over
1,700 hours and on completion
will receive a $4,725 federal educa-
tion voucher. The East Aurora
AmeriCorps project is funded by
the federal Corporation for Na-
tional Conservation Service,

Another: state backed Ameri-
Corps program 'has begun func-
tioning in West Seneca, but its
function is aimed at assisting &
dozen young people.
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AmenCm‘ps program zs eﬁectwe

e O T
fier reading Senator Charlcs
Grassley's essay, “Why Amer-
. Program- [s l"hwed"

Co
* (Nov. 4).T.u an AmeriCorps VISTA,

v-uﬂdhknmmpmdwiﬂxwhy(hm
kvie flawed . .,

! cailod Gn.meys office to discusd
his eseay and to mvite him to spend a
day with me and see what AmeriCorps

VISTAs do. H== said he .
only stops | his Des office to
say hi, but she promised to relay the
INcssage

Grassiey argues that AmeriCorps is
o coatly, inefficient and burcancrat-
ic. He says that it is political, noting 2n
AmeriCorps praject in Los Angeles
that rallied against a piece of legisia-
tion. He then brought his argumer! wo-
mwm“nﬁndmgshnm

Stome magazine.
Lsuggest Grassley do his homewori
2 lintie better, How oostly are the pov-
erty, £angs;teeny pregnancy, battered
muﬂ&dmmmﬂvﬂmw
Grassley thinks

A00¢ yeer living allowanoe (I're
nngnlu-‘uﬂ .t have 2 job outgida

o e e e 7 I g~ P ——— - —e i
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Am.eri(‘mm bmm I'm oo duty 24
hours a day, seven days 8 week), and
my $726 educational award are too

Uuhlu: many other expensive, bu-
resucratic 'government programs,
AmeriCorps will have an unpact on

much for the 40-50 hours a week [ ded- - many lowa communitics. For example,

icate to elinainating these societal ills. .

- one of lowu's AmenCorpa projecisis a

As for being inefficient, you can't. joint effort among 16 of lowa's col-
quote Rolimg Stone magazine's look at . }eges and universities. Students will

+ ané praject, in one state and think it is
« accurate and the norm.

. And sa for being bureaucratic, it is
no raore 20 than any other

goveronent
job or progrem. The palitical nﬂylng_
s disturbing. At ovientation it was.

drilled into our heads thal wader no
circumastunces wers wa (o be political
35 members of AmeriCorps. One proj-
ect, located 10 states away, broke a
rule. Why condemn the thousands of
others that dedicate their lives so that
others may live a little heties?

The bottam line = this: [ now, re-
gardlrss of what Grassley thinks, that
becalse of AmeriCorpe, our country is
2 better place.

~ Rached K. Srandy,
2300 Flewr, Building I Apt 215,
mytm

i e A .

. assist rurgl and urban areas by provid-
: ing respite care for families with disa-

bled children, after-school interven-

- tion programs und a2 mentor program

for sentor citizens and youth. Those
progrums are just 2 smalf part of what
AmenCorps will provide o lowa com-
rmunities

Financial aid for college 1s becoming
nuge of 2 loan system than grant fund
ng.

College students are lezving higher
education with more debt than any
other generation. This prugram pro-
vides funding for college studentsas -
well as work on many needed commy-
nity programs.

-~ et fas, .
3608 [Wx:lm,b‘m&: (ily.
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In the Fields,
City Dwellers Farm
for Neighbors

Vegetables Raised by Homeless
Sold at Prices the Poor Can Afford

By Pat Durkin
Special to The Washington Post

George's County might seem like an unlikely
gathering place for homeless people from the
District.

Yet every Wednesday and Saturday since early summer,
a van has dropped off about a dozen shelter residents to
work among the rows of lush tomato plants, tall corn,
green beans and summer squash in Upper Marlboro.

“It helps my spirit. When I'm not looking for a job, I'm
out here,” said Leon Quenn, 26, hoe in hand one recent
Saturday. Only weeks beforehand, Quenn, now a robust,
clean-shaven regular on the van, had been plucked off a
downtown street, too sick and dehydrated to walk.

But there's more going on in this four-acre field than
the escape of a few men from a hard life on the pavement.

This is the production end of From the Ground Up, an

A hilly field in a rural stretch of eastern Prince

elaborate new enterprise aimed at helping the area’s
hungry get off the dole—and eat more nutritious food.

The harvest from this donated plot will wind up at four
fresh produce stands set up by From the Ground Up, and
the vegetables will be sold at discount prices in several
poor neighborhoods in the District and Capitol Heights.

When okra was selling for $2.99 a pound and yellow
squash for 99 cents a pound at Safeway two weeks ago,
the stands were selling both for 50 cents a pound.

The farm operation is run by volunteers who go to the
Central Mission and Martin Luther King Jr. shelters
asking for help and then work beside the recruits in the
organic fields.

™ stands are staffed by neighborhood residents, who
m.xe all the decisions about where the produce outlets are
located, when they will be open and how much they will
charge. The idea is eventually to turn the project into a
self-sustaining fresh food business that will provide
expanded outlets for local farmers; training in organic
gardening for homeless people; and jobs, healthy food and
a sense of purpose for some of the area’s neediest
residents.

Behind it all is a powerful alliance of church and relief

See PRODUCE, Page 5, Col. 1
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PHOTOS BY DAYN

osalind Green, left, and Elaine Bush set up a vegetable stand in the Carver Terrace housing complex In Northeast. The produce Is from a farm in Upper Marlboro that is tended by homeless peonle *



Lower Prices for Vegetables
Can Mean Better Diet for Poor |

PRODUCE, From Page 1

groups, Georgetown University
students and the Capital Area Com-
munity Food Bank, which formed a
year ago in search of new ways to
help the area’s hungry.

High retail prices put fresh veg-
etables beyond the means of many
low-income seniors and single par-
ents. Food bank officials said that
more than 18 percent of D.C. fam-
ilies with children under age 12 fall
into this category. A diet low in the
vitamins contained in fresh vege-
tables is considered a leading cause
of anemia, frequent headaches, un-
wanted weight loss and colds.

“Most of us can’t afford what
Safeway charges for vegetables.
Some of the people can't even af-
ford the bus fare to get” to the su-
permarket, said Mary Brown, a pro-
duce stand clerk who lives in Carv-
er Terrace, a sprawling low-income
housing complex in Northeast.

“The key word is affordable,” said
Greg Sandor, the project’s coordi-
nator from the Capital Area Com-
munity Food Bank. With donated

land and labor to grow the vegeta- -

bles, the stands are able to charge
at least 10 percent to 40 percent
below market prices.

In general, Sandor and others
looked to community group leaders
to staff the stands. Brown, working
with three other neighborhood wo-
men, decided to position her stand
on a grassy patch near the bus stop,
where Carver Terrace residents
couldn’t miss it. On opening day a
few weeks ago, the women got up
before dawn to set up the bright
blue and white canopy, make signs,
stack the corn and fill the display
boxes with okra, string beans and
tomatoes. )

Not much happened until the
noon bus arrived and discharged
several dozen people. Several wan-
dered over and realized what bar-
gains lay before them, and business
took off. In a matter of hours, the
stand polished off $150 in sales.

“Not bad for a start,” Sandor said.

A man in a green uniform bought
a box of string beans. A gray-haired
woman reached for a bundle of

FARM STAND
LOCATIONS

"m Carver Terrace
1112 21st St. NE
Hours: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday; 8 am. to 1 p.m.
Saturday

m Ward 8 Youth Stand
1008 Varney St. SE
Hours: 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday

m Edgewood Terrace
2432 Fourth St. NE
Hours: 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday

s Walker Mill Community
6974 Walker Mill Rd.
Capitol Heights

‘Hours: 8a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wednesday; 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. Saturday

okra. Two mothers pushing stroll-
ers bought squash and tomatoes.

Eldred Dacus, a painter, selected
one of the fat watermelons spread
out on the grass. “I'd pay twice this
at the market,” he said, a smile con-
suming his face.

From the Ground Up is the most
complex project the food bank has
taken on, said associate director
Brian Smith. In the past, the group
primarily has been involved in
warehousing excess food for distri-
bution to nonprofit groups that fun-
nel it to the hungry.

“This goes way beyond nutri-
tion,” Smith said. “This is about get-
ting back to the earth, environment,
bringing together rich and poor.”

The project has a few role mod-
els. Similar projects have sprung up
in San Francisco, Los Angeles and
Philadelphia; the most successful is
a five-year-old program in Boston
that recently purchased a 60-acre
farm to supply its 15 produce
stands.

The short history of From the
Ground Up illustrates that a good
idea will attract eager participants.
Already it has drawn help and fund-
ing from businesses, student volun-
teers, the federal government and
even conservation groups, who
pulled together in time for a sum-
mer launch.

“Everybody loves the idea and
wants to help. It's the most exciting
thing I've ever done,” Sandor said.

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation
lent the four-acre field, part of its
experimental farm in Upper Marl-
boro, and the expertise of its mas-
ter farmer. Citibank ran accounting
classes for farm stand managers.
Giant Food donated display boxes
and grocery bags. Student volun-
teers from Georgetown University
helped with a myriad of non-tech-
nical tasks.

The Department of Agriculture
expedited the project’s application
to accept food stamps at the pro-
duce stands. “It’s the kind of thing
we encourage,” said John Wingo, an
official at the regional office in Al-
exandria. -

The Maryland Food Committee
supplied $15,000 to pay field work-
ers and farm stand helpers until the
program becomes self-supporting.
Homeless and low-income workers
earn $3.50 an hour for half of their
hours. For the other half, they are
paid in vegetables.

Countless other organizations
and individuals have donated the
money needed to buy tools, seed
and organic fertilizers. Several
downtown restaurants have in-
quired about buying leftovers and
featuring the project’s organically
grown food on their menus. Several
city eateries already have pur-
chased potatoes from the project.

On days when the fieldwork is
being done, almost anyone, from
business executives to retired farm-
ers who have heard about the pro-
ject, is likely to show up to work
alongside the homeless people. Fre-
quently, more than 30 people work
together in the hot sun, mulching,
harvesting or hacking weeds.




James McKnight, pastor of Chil-
dren of Light Christian Church in
Landover, comes twice a week, on
Wednesdays with his three young
sons and on Saturdays with his
church’s youth group.

The lesson is community service,
he said. “The boys need a role mod-
el, and I'm that.”-

Junior Freeman-Williams, a for-
mer farm worker from North Car-
olina turned hotel housekeeper, said
that the work helps him reconnect
with his lifestyle as a child and that
he enjoys bringing city youngsters
with him to the field.

“A little work in the field is much

better for them than playing in the
street,” said Freeman-Williams,
who was homeless himself for a
while eight months ago after he lost
his job.

Perhaps the most popular time in
the field is the 10 a.m. break. Ev-
eryone gathers around a picnic ta-
ble under the trees to have a snack
and talk about themselves. The life
stories have included heartbreaking
accounts of layoffs, drug addictions
and life in the gutter.

“The land breaks down barriers,”
Sandor said. “Around this table,
people who live in the city’s war
zones come alive for people from
the suburbs.”




From the Ground Up

continued from page |

"These guys. who don't know where
their next meal 1s coming from. are out
here volunteering because they want to
give something back to the community. It
gives them new access 1o the community
and a chance 1o contribute. For some. it's
the only positive thing they have in their
lives. Lawyers would never ordinarily
mingle with homeless men. but that's what
happens here in the fields.” said Muldin.

Involving Entire Communities
in Solutions to Hunger

On a hot summer morning, on the
outskirts of Washington. community
activist Mrs. Elaine Bush arranged rows of
cucumbers between bags of green beans

Healthy Changes in
Low-Income Diets

Mrs. Bush said many of her original
customers are senior citizens, but as the
community became more aware of the farm
stand and saw how reasonable the prices
are, they “really came around.”™ At her
Langston/Carver community farm stand and
others selling From the Ground Up produce,
food stamps are accepted and customers are
informed that “most of the food is locally
grown, contains no chemicals, and is below
super market prices.”

After hearing about From the Ground Up
through USDA officials. Mrs. Bush has
really gotien behind it. She sees it as not
only a source of affordable produce for low-
income people but a way to bring communi-
ties together and show

With support from volunieers like Willie Hill, Fronit

people the possibilities
of getting involved.
Willie Hill is an

example of what Mrs,
Bush means. Hill, was
recently laid-off and
waiting for a call back to
his job when he saw
people working at the
| farm stand from his
apartment window. He
came oul to investigate
and has been involved as
a volunteer for about a
month and a half,
making signs, unloading
produce. and doing
whatever else he can to
help

Mrs. Bush not only
sells low-cost produce,
she dispenses a wealth of
mformation about

he Ground Up healthy eating. Custom-

brings nutritious. low-cost produce 1o low-income urban neighborhoods. €S TECCIVE literature on

and containers of sliced watermelon while
chatting with two senior citizens. Sammie
Hairston and John A, Hall. Ir.. regulars at
her From the Ground Up farm stand.
Hairston and Hall appreciate the fresh
produce and low prices and the conve-
nience. Thev can get fresh produce in the
area, but only after a halt-mile walk and
two bus transfers. then a return trip laden
with produce. For senior citizens during
the height of summier. it’s not only
inconvenient, it’s a potential health risk,
Now they get nutrittous produce right in
their neighborhooxd.

nutrition and health with
every purchase.

“We want 1o change the eating habits of
this community. We’ve got people dying of
heart attacks and strokes at age 40 because
thev don’t cat healthy foods. and mothers
and babies who need 1o start eating them
now. Now we've got healthy food right

“ here that people can afford.”

From the Ground Up has set off a chain
reaction of community involvement
reaching well bevond the fields of Prince
Georges County. Bush has worked with

Carl Tyler of the National Association of
Neighborhoods who wants 1o get more
young people involved with From the
Ground Up in different neighborhoods.
They are interested in building a more
permanent stand in the Langston/Carver
community and have looked into farming
unused lot down the street from the farm
stand.

"These guys, who
don't know where thei
next meal is coming
from, are volunteerin
because they want tc
give something back t

the community."

“If people like Mrs. Bush get the
resources,” said Tyler, “they’ll change the
community. That’s the beauty of From th
Ground Up. it gets people involved in
creating their own initiatives.”

One of the most striking aspects of Fro
the Ground Up is the way that very differe
people and organizations have contributed
to its success. When USDA learned aboul
the program they expedited the process
enabling the farm stands to accept food
stamps. Now, according to Sandor. more
people need to come forward so From the
Ground Up can really grow. especially
people with business and marketing skills.

"I wish we had 100 people like Mrs.
Bush. She really knows how to involve
people and the effort is more sustainable
when it's managed locally." said Sandor.

A Program to Grow
Across the State

While the Maryland Food Committee’s
self-sufficiency grants program identifies
grant recipients based on what they can do
to alleviate hunger in Maryland. evaluatior
are also based on whether elements of thei
programs can be replicated in different
areas of the state.

“From the Ground Up is an exciting
program because it gets so many different
people involved in creating their own
solutions 10 hunger. It involves entire
communities. literally from the ground up.
And. best of all. it’s a self-sustaining
business that can be replicated all across 1l
state.” said Daphne Herling, self-sufficien
grants coordinator for the Maryland Food
Committee.

From the Ground Up is one of five progran

funded by Marvland Food Commuttee self-

sufficiency grants this vear
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A Maryland Food Committee self-sufficiency grant supports From the Ground Up. a community-

based farming project that relies on support from diverse volunteer groups to alleviate lunger in

several different ways.,

Maryland Food Committee
Funds Effort to Fight Hunger
'From the Ground Up’

ith funding from a Maryland Food

Committee self-sufficiency grant and

land in Prince Georges County
donated by the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.
the Capital Area Food Bank and a broad
coalition of volunteers are helping to
alleviate hunger in the Washington, DC-
melro area.

From the Ground Up. a community-based
farming project led by Greg Sandor and Lee
Muldin of the Capital Area Food Bank.
alleviates hunger in several different wayvs:
by providing nutritious produce 10 partici-
pants in exchange for work in the fields and
at neighborhood produce stands: by making
low-cost produce available in neighborhoods
where it otherwise would not be readily
available: and by providing employment and
practical business training for participants in
this self-sustaining business,

Sandor credits Marviand Food Commit-
tee support for helping the program succeed
so rapidly. "There's no question. we
wouldn't be where we are today without the
support of the Marviand Food Commiittee.”
he said.

On a typical day at the four-acre farm
site a mix of field workers including
individual volunteers from affluent suburbs.
congregants from local churches and
homeless men recruited from area shelters
hoe. till. weed. water. and harvest a variety
of produce. Volunteers from churches and
other groups record their hours and their
organizations are reimbursed with produce.
Many of the churches will serve the
produce their volunteers earn at their soup
kitchens,

According to Muldin, who was himself
living in a shelter when he volunteered to
work on the project. the chance 1o volunteer
means a great deal 1o the homeless men.
Based on his leadership and commitment to
From the Ground Up. Muldin has been
named assistant director of the program.
Since becoming imvolved with the program
Muldin has moved out of the shelter and in
January he will begin studving agronomy it
the University of Maryland
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Reklndllng the Spmt of Democracy

ty service. AmeﬂQO(p: pmmpup mu be
[y o T paid minimum wage, health care benefits,
. RIS — Ay Lhaldunandaneduulwmlawudlofup
fo $4725 per year and up to two yqu to
finance higher, education or. to: pay.
existing mdmlm "
Like the Peace nCorps oi ihe 1960.
g AmeriCorps, (which focuses on domuuc
service) will allow recruits to cpncentrate
their service in the areas of educatign, pub-
lic safety, hu.rmn_mds and the environs’ 2
¥ ment. A.I:mnCorpl has priorities in, com-
munity secvice, in these areas: eqpcmon,
working in ld\ooh ‘with high, congentra-
tions of low-income students; public safety,
i.rnpmvmg services available for victims of
crime and strengthening innovative crimi-
nal justice programs such as neighborhood
courts and community restitution; human
needs, helping people who are homeless by
§ providing shelter, -.support, . assisting , in
_; moving into permanent housing, and relat-
_ed services; environment, eliminating envi-
ronmental risks through education,lesting
and cleanup. However, the duties of the
new recruits are not lumted to only these ser-
LA oment at the Inaugural ceremony as Clinlun inducts the fist AmeniCorps teciulls .' ikes.
"By John Paci On Seplember 12, 1994,thcmaugunlunmo-
i wm ny was telecast ilrougliout the nation via satellite.! Cli.nton mducltd
his [irst recruits mio AmeriCorps: iy AR L TR
News Service “Service i 1wver a simple act, it's about sacrifice tot Nhﬂt.lpd
“The new National Program for Yauths dubbed AmenCorp"». goes about accomplistunent for curselves, Iboutmw out, one person to
hhd!m with the induction of its first recruits, and the concept of the ""'UU“-‘;H““"" il” :;'" ‘{“ ‘M: Sl:-hl"d together as a countrytto reach
across vur divides, It's abouy)
m&" d" b CI.[ Polz_l_.aomnum\ml ‘0 mm\lt}’ who we aie ag mvidﬂﬂl& .
Service iy 3 spar Ltomklndhlhuph-itofdenmacyk\m
Ape ol ungectainty.” A tab) ine o el

fust recently, Cal Poly Po:gona was awarded a

ey n |
Paato coutory WHle Houss

WMIYH\S theme in President Bill
‘Clinton's campaign for presidency. In his 1992 cam- . .
.I': WR: ﬂ\u;rwm:l(ly for m(:rm in "SOWICG IS R ruehly s ‘("“'Cn.lpl’o.l.
‘vice. Huu:m mogu.udm - Uwair:\;lctc:{n;?::;lyc:: never a Punona wag nlmd’»one of California’ n'p{!mlcyr
in higher education. During the 1992 presidential si mp'e act programs,” said “Gail Di Sabauno,’&nﬂ\uﬂ‘ym)’ s
campaign, Clinton challenged “young Americans a3 ) tector of student Mp. 7Our students will work on
t0 & season of service,” saying he would guarantee it’s about
sacrifice. . .

Prujests thalwdihdpmﬂt the needs o L‘?. com-
every American “who wa.nu a college education muiilies”  The, Qal Poly ., program,7-dubbed .
the means to obtain one.” LIn an effort to bring reso-

I'elyCorps, is an extension of AmarlCorpi that:will be
lution to both demands—dire urgency for comninnity rovidng surrounding communities the necessary ser-
service and budget-affected education with soaring

vices from Cal Poly students. r! . o o om 8y Sagin

tuitivn—President Clinton introduced his National Program PolyCarps will allow young people to pc.riom"comunity
Sos Youthe service inoetnn for an educational award at the conclusion’ ol their
According to the LA Times, “the program, dubbed AmeriCurps, was  MIVice priind. Students commit to 900 hours of service over 'a two-
approved by Congress last year to allow youths v earn college tuition  ¥¢ar peiiod. Tn return they will receive a mm‘“"l&m *living’
or to pay off tuition loans by performing cummunity scrvice.” anbat the end of their service 2 $2633 !'dw:lllon,l\'\'l-fd Tht
Congress has approved $360 million to finance the initiative and to first reviiitsan PolyCorps will be inducted in Japuary,, g7,

pay 20,000 Americans in their efforts to devote their time to communi- Please’see:’ AMERICORP%N ,
e

AMERICORPs: Clinton's Plan for The final component s the Human Gorps, <
the Future

allowai e,

media campaign, and computer mull amedia
programs will be developed by the

IV IS

!Ml:ueﬂ e ﬂq"’.‘t W r* a."' .

Volunteer Center, The center will encourage
' Al volunteerism throughout the cpp.mtuuty
s Cal Poly Pomiona siudents, faculty af‘?w

PolyC has th ents that
e o o ot will be placed with'e utablulud ‘agencies,nd

will concentrate on crime prevenlion, com-
_munity re-development, and the Human
Corps Yolunteer Center.

A conflict medialion component will itation and construction of atfuondable hous- mieermgmmo!ﬂwmofmﬂgm pn- ,5.. Wi
- : : ing. Members will be placed i several orpa-  ority—public safety,  education R
address the issue of cnime prevention by ‘B 2 : P : y=—p Y:. educa ’—ﬂ-l}
work with at-risk youth and providing them nizations in Los Angeles amd thonge needs, and environment. 1}“”!‘ T v,

with ekills, resources and activities to help
redirect their tendencivs to use violence and
other anti-social actions. Workshops, a

rﬂtk R

OOin Ler (-

AmeriCorps members who will alsi
mentors to community youth.

A second component involves commiuii-
ty redevelopment and will seck b improve
low-mcome neighborhoods through rehatul-

Counties engaged u neighborhowd chean up
days, fund-raisers, assist with child care, job
training, and other un-going programs

i

1

comumunity p:o]ecu. AmenCpq?. W‘f' “'

will be assigned. to coordinate campug vol-’,
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more information, you can call the- Office of ;.
Student Life atx2341 W
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Youth Service Corps
Officials Prepare
Ftor Recruiting Blits

By Mary Jordan

Wor gt Post Seatl Wintey

Former mner-city gangsters and Stanford Uni-
versity honor students are among those expected to
sign up in the new year for one of President Clin-
ton’s new programs: youths performing community
service to pay for college tuition. -

In January, radio and television advertisements
arc to begin telling thousands of students how they
can enroll in AmeriCorps and get paid for work
ranging from comforting AIDS patients to tutoring
preschoolers,

In interviews last week with AmeriCorps leaders,
detals of one of Clinton's most visible campaign
promises emerged for the first time. All 20,000 of
the students to be selected next year will earn an
$8,000 wage (roughly $4.25 an hour), plus health '
and child care benefits. If they successfully com-
plete the 12-month program, the youths also will
get $4.725 in college or vocational school tuition or
loan forgiveness. The government will write a
check to the school of their choice.

Program officials expect a blizzard of applications
from students, even though the compensation will
b considerably lower than proposals floated during
Climton’s campingn

Fhe first step s next month's media campagn,
which will mclude spots on MTV, an effort that pro-
gram officials hope will help make AmeriCorps as
well known as the Peace Corps. In April and May,
nonprofit service groups such as Teach for Amer-
ica, which brings recent college graduates into |
needy elementary school classrooms, will be select- |
ed to participate. |

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1993

The winning service groups will then pick the
students who will work for them. Some students
will go to work next summer, with the big kickoff in
September.

“One of our objectives is to create a national ethic
of service,” said Eli Segal, president of the Corpo-
ration for National and Community Service that
oversees AmeriCorps.

Congress approved $300 million for national ser-
vice in 1994. The White House hopes funding will
escalate, and that likely will depend on whether the
program’s initial reviews are good.

According to Clinton, youths who “look like |
America” will be selected. Most are expected to be l

between the ages of 17 and 25. Some will get in-

volved in environmental work, others in public safe- |

ty, education or health programs.

In addition to AmeriCorps, two smaller service
programs are part of the national service corpora-
tion. One is the Civilian Community Corps (CCQC),

[ modeled after the popular 1930s program that gave

people jobs on public works projects, such as plant-
ing trees and fixing parks.

The CCC will involve 800 students, and all will be
housed on military bases. Former military person-
nel will work as instructors. Youths participating in
this program do not have to have a high school de-
gree and will be selected as early as February.

“The focus will be on civilian needs.” said CCC
director Donald Scott. Students will work at “cre-
ating green space in parks, tree-planting projects
and erosion control,” among other projects, Scott
said.

The other part of the service corporation is
VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) formed
in 1964 and located a few blocks from the White
House at 1100 Vermont Ave. NW. VISTA's 3,400
volunteers will earn the same as AmenCorps stu-
dents, and will do much the same kind of community
work.

By the end of this month, a toll-tree hot hne (1-
800-94-ACORPS) will begin giving potential appli-
cants basic information about the AmeriCorps pro-
gram and help link students to specific programs in
particular cities.

Each Cabinet-level agency also will be eligible to
apply for AmeriCorps funds.

All states have or will set up a community service
commission to help select and monitor the Ameri-
Corps programs. The commissions also will help

" distribute the federal funds. About $11 million in

federal money has been set aside for the state com-
missions, and they are expected to get some local
funding too.

The national office will cost an additional $14
million a year to operate. How it fares in its first
year is considered crucial for the eventual success
of AmeriCorps.

Some critics of the program say they worry it will
not attract middle- and upper-class students be-
cause the pay is so low. Others are concerned about
/just the opposite, that only well-off students will be
able to join. And many are waiting to see if worth-
while work will get done.
|
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Rappers, TV, Ads
Are Enlisted to Sell
Service Program

White House has launched
huge campaign to get young
people interested in the new
AmeriCorps effort.

By ELIZABETH SHOGREN

TIMES STAFF WRITER

ASHINGTON — A beaming Presi-

dent Clinton, flanked by young
people, is shown striding across the
White House South Lawn. Everyone is
clapping.

“AmeriCorps—Coming Soon To Com-
munities Everywhere,"” says the adver-
tisement, which White House officials
hope will be as effective at getting par-
ticipants for national service as Smokey
Bear has been at reducing forest fires.

AmeriCorps is the President's signa-
ture domestic “peace corps” program.
Starting in September, it will send
young Americans into communities to |
“get things done” —like immunizing in-
fants, tutoring teen-agers and making
schools and neighborhoods safe.

In return, workers—expected to num-
ber 20,000 the first year—will receive a
low wage, health benefits and stipends
of $4,725 for each year of service that
they can use for education or training.

Even though 60,000 people have
called to inquire about signing up for the
program, Eli Segal, the President’s na-
tional service czar, says he is a little ner-
vous.

“If we throw a party and no one
comes, then we haven't thrown a party,”
he said.

To make sure that does not happen,
the Corporation for National Service, the
independent agency Segal heads, has
begun a sales campaign.

he first step was coming up with a
logo, and that meant the “30-some-
thing" agency officials had to design a
logo cool enough to appeal to those in
their teens and 20s. .
The corporation chose a design fea-
turing a letter *A" swimming in a gold
sun, encircled with the words: “Ameri-
Corps National Service” in blue block
print.
After emblazoning the logo on
T-shirts, badges, patches and bumper

President Clinton figures prominently in many of the new AmeriCorps ads.

stickers, it was time to take the cam-
paign on the road to college campuses.
To promote the visits, the corporation
enlisted rap artist LL Cool J. In a public-
service announcement recorded for col-
lege radio stations, he urges students:
“Find out how you can be one of the
20,000 young people committed to re-
building our communities. AmeriCorps,

the new national service movement that -

will get things done.”

Then Administration officials, accom-
panied by rock or rap groups, hit the
campuses of UCLA, Harvard University,
the University of Minnesota and More-
house College in Atlanta last month.
Smaller events announcing AmeriCorps
took place at 50 other campuses.

Segal also gave his pitch to national

"magazines from Elle to Rolling Stone to
" Money, hoping they would help launch

national service by running articles in
their September editions.

Negotiations are under way with Ogil-
vy & Mather Worldwide to have the ad-
vertising agency design public-service
announcements for radio and TV. Popu-
lar bands are being asked to talk up the
program at concerts through the sum-
mer.

And the Administration is trying to
set up partnerships between local TV
stations and AmeriCorps projects in their

area, so they can keep viewers informed
of what workers are accomplishing.

This emphasis on accomplishment is
important because for the program to
expand—or continue to exist after the
first few years—Segal will have to be
able to show Congress that it is having a
real impact.

Segal said he has some concern that
the campaign will create such demand
that many interested young people will
be turned away from the program. On
the other hand, he said, he does enjoy
entertaining the thought that his “prod-
uct” could end up being as popular as the
“Caljbage Patch Kids"” doll craze.

Advertising campaigns for federal
programs serve dual goals. One is to
stimulate people to do what the govern-
ment wants. The other is to sell the im-
pression to the public that the govern-
ment is doing what it promised.

* For that reason, it is perhaps more
than coincidence that Clinton figures so
largely in the public-service ads being
distributed to magazines and newspa-
pers across the country.

“We always start with the assumption
that this would not happen if Bill Clinton
was not the President of the United
States,"” Segal said. “What is unique
about this is that the President of the
United States is so committed to it.”
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Launching national service policy

Uiy Dennmis Keily
UsA TODAY

WASHINGTON — They
aren’t officially taking applica-
nons yet for President Chinton’s
natonal service plan — bul
they're already getting thou-
<ands of lenters ol interest

The people running the Cor-
poration for National and Com-
munity Service — just a few
blocks from the White House
— say that's an indication of
high interest the program has
penerated But 1t also leaves
them nervous aboul expecla-
nons the program has created

“There are moments of real
anxiety about all that i1s expecl-
ed We [eel a real need lo gel
this done quickly,” says Eli Se-
pal, president of the corpora-
uon, the newly christened um-
brella group overseeing
Clinton’s national service plan
and a host of exisung commu-
nity service agencies “We've
Bol 10 go back to Congress and
ask for appropriations (again)
next year The fear is how
much needs (o be done and
how much we need the local
commuhites 1o buy into this ™~

Bul the vision for Clinton's
national service ptogram s
ceftamnly heady stulf

Ajmamisiralors see vounp

SEGAL: Feels pressure to get
service program working soon

workers fixing up dilapidated
homes or escoruing the elderly
lo grocery slores in crime-in-
fested neighborhoods. They
see college students working in
Head Start and early childhood
education programs, all the
time earnming money that will
help pay their college bill.

Those daydreams have been
there ever since Clinton touted
national service as one way (o
help young people earn money
for college.

But the daydreaming has

stonred  and the nraoram e

now gearing up the process of
making it work.

Regulations for the program
will be published in January.
Local and national groups then
will compete for grants begin-
ring in the spring and learn
who gets funded between May
and August. By the end of 1994,
the Clinton administration ex-
pects to have 20,000 working in
community se€rvice jobs &nd
earning awards of $4,725 per
year in‘the program toward a
college education or vocational
training

The $1.5 billion program in-
tends to have 100,000 partici-
pants over three years.

The part of the national and
community service corpora-
tion devoted to Clinton's plan is
called AmeriCorps. Anyone 17
or over will be able to earn the
$4,725 award toward college or
vocational training by working
with the non-profit groups that
are awarded grants in the ap-
plication process, or by work-
ing with one of two existing ser-
vice agencies, the Civilian
Community Corps or Volun-
teers in Service to America,
better known as VISTA.

Those hired get a §7,400 per
year stipend — aboul mini-
mum wage — plus health care
and child care if nesrded alone

with the education award.

Programs that qualify will
have to meel the educational,
human, environmental or pub-
lic safety needs of their com-
munities. What those are will
be up to commissions forming
in each state — a “bottom-up”
approach that Segal says will
let communities decide what
kinds of service are in their
best interest.

Still, Shirley Sagawa, nomi-
nated as managing director of
the corporation, says the corpo-
ration will help provide the
program a “national identity.”
That will include a common
oath taken by participants, a
logo, as well as training and
monitoring of program quality.
The corporation even plans to
hire some investigative-jour-
nalist types as “circuit riders”
to help ensure programs are
delivering on promises.

She says the program will
also work hard to ensure that
program participants “look
like America.” Thal's meant to
allay concerns that Ameri-
Corps would be dominated ei-
ther by low-income groups
forced into national service as
the only way to pay for college
or by students from high-in-
come families getting subsidies
from the federal povernment

How to get
information

Peuple who think they’d
like to apply for one of the
20,000 natonal service slots
available next year can get
information now, but appll-
cations won't be officially
taken for a while.

To Information on

rps, call the Corpo-
ration for National and
Community Service at 202-

606-3000 and then, If you.

have ‘a touch-tone phone,
dial 4 at the list of menu op-
tons. You can leave your
name-and address and
you'll be sent a brochure.

This month, the corpora-
tion will announce a tol-
fres 800 number. Then In
May and August when 300
o 400 non-profit groups are
selected to offer the nation-
al service , the toll-free
nurnber will get you to an
operator who can tell you
about programs in your
area. and natonal
agencies that win grants will
do the hiring

Those interested also dan
write the corporation at
1100 Vermont Ave. NW.,
Washingtohi, D.C. 20515,
Attn: AmieriCorps.
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Hunger Task Force turns 20

Group has grown strong but hop

By AMY RINARD
Sentinel staff writer

In marking its 20th anniversa-
ry, the Hunger Task Force of
Milwaukee is reaffirming its
commitment to go out of busi-
ne“. *

For 20 years the organization
has beeo a key force in organiz-
ing and leading the community’s
response to help those in need of
food.

But task force officials contin-
ue to hold out the hope that one
day no one in the community will
have to worry about lToln hun-
gry and their work will no loager
be necessary. :

“I have to hold that as a long-
term vision," said Michele Gold-
steln, Hunger Task Force execu-
tive director.

“Certainly in 1974 no one
thought Hunger Task Force
would be here today and be doing
;wh{n we do today at the level we

oit.”

The task force had its origins
in a up called Central City
Churches for School Breakfast
Pros:m organized In the late
1960s by a coalition of church
Eeople determined to see Milwau-

ee Public Schools start school
breakfast programs.

Two of the prime movers be-
hind that group were the Rewv.
Joseph Ellwanger of Cross Lu-
theran Churc
Joyce.

Many central city churches, In-
cluding Cross Lutheran, already
had food pantries to offer emer-
g:n:gy food assistance to those in
need. :

and his wife,

But church officials realized
the problem was & chronic one
for many families and that many
children were going to school
hungry, Mrs. Ellwanger said.

The church group organized its

own breakfast program for
schoolchildren funded by dona-
tions and fund-raising activities
like Hunger Hikes.

Eventually three Milwaukee
public schools agreed to launch
experimental school breakfast
yrosnm and later, after more
ederal funds became available
for the Fm 16 schools be-
gan to offer gm.kmt programs.

“At the time we were really
advocating with the School Board
to ex the school breakfast
?ro%n. Central City Churches
or School Breakfast became the
Hunger Task Force,” Mrs. Ell-
wanger said.

The year was 1974 and the
fledgling task force, with head-
quarters at Cross Lutheran, had a
small staff that included a young
community advocate named Bar-
bara Notestein, who would later
be elected to the State Assembly.

“From the beginning the Hun-
ger Task Force had a strong ad-
vocacy arm,” sald Mrs. Ellwan-
ger, who lauds Notestein for her
skill at community organizing
and advocacy.

The task force organized an
Emergency Food Pantry Network
that began with about 35 neigh-
borhood food pantries. That num-
ber grew quickly to 50, then 75.

The task force launched com-
munitywide food drives to hel
sgggly the pantries with enou

f to meet a demand for emer-
gency food assistance that did not
stop growing.

“During the early '80s. with
the recession and cuts in social
programs, lots of pantries saw
enormous jncreases in demand,”
Goldstein said.

“By 1985 we had donated
warehouse space and we already
were running major food drives.

Today, from its offices and
warehouse at 811 E. Vienna Ave.,
the task force distributes 3 mil-
lion pounds of food a year and
spends about $750,000 buying
food to keep up with an ever-
growing demand for its services.

“The needs of people are great-
er now. Poverty is much more
severe than it was 10 years ago.”
Goldstein said. “More and more
families need pantries on an oo-
going basis. It's a chronic need."

Today the task force depends
on funding from food drives and
fund-raising events sponsored by
corporations and church and
community groups.

The task force also sells holi-
day cards as a way to raise mon-
ey, and this year expanded its line
of cards to include Mother's Day
and Father's D‘f cards featurin
drawings by Milwaukee Sentine
cartoo tuart Carlson.

In addition to its emergency
food assistance work, the advoca-
cy work of the task force contin-
ues and Goldstein believes it will
become more and more important
as federal funds for food pro-
grams shrink.

“Qur goal for the future is to
rromor.e services that allow fami-
les to meet their food needs the
same way we do," she sald.

The task force continues to
urge full funding of federal food

es it won't always be needed

rograms such as the Women,
nfants and Children and food
stamp programs and to work 10
see that many ple who are
eligible and n such programs
participate in them.

“Our godl is to help reduce the
need for emergency food resourc-
es,” Goldstein said.

Ironically, the task force has
come full circle in one aspect of
its advocacy work. This year the
organization is again working
with MPS to increase student
participation in school breakfast
programs.

“It's where we started, but
here we are 20 years later and
there's still work to be done”
Goldstein said.

So, the task force does not plan
to celebrate its anniversary in the
traditional sense.

But it is marking its 20th year
with a public education campaign
%lnclﬁ: bus signs an:h a

ng versary poster that
shows a cake plate with 20 light-
ed candles above It but no cake in
between.

The task force also is working
on a curriculum for schools to
educate young people about hun-
ger and poverty and to get them
thinking about what they can do
to help.

The closest thing to a birthday
Party lanned is an event June 3
rom 2 to 5 p.m. at the Miller
Pavilion at O'Donnell Park. The
gro ram, called Sundae in the
, will honor the thousands of
people, businesses and organiza-
tions that have supported Hunger
Task Force for the last 20 years.

“We can't celebrate our anni-
versary the way other people cel-
ebrate, but we can celebrate this
community’s capacity to meet a
need and to thank people,”" Gold-
stein said.
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AmeriCorps to

Help Kansans

L2497 AT

“Renovating windbreaks and
repairing flood-damaged areas will
bring AmericCorps members to
Kansas,” said Jim Habiger, state
conservationist for the U.S.D.A, Soil
Conservation Service in Kansas.

AmeriCorps is the new national
Service-

- am), signed into law by
Prdsident l?i:%’n eptember 1993

This will establish a “domestic Peace’
Corps,” involving thousands of Young
Americans who will work in
AmeriCorp's projects to perform
critical service in urban and rural
communities nationwide. Participants
will receive a stipend plus a
scholarship towards their education or
a reduction in their school loans.

“Kansas has been approved as a
finalist for three pilot projects,”
Habiger said. In the initial phase of
this service program, USDA will have
42 different projects in 32 states.

“One of the projects will be
renovating windbreaks in western
Kansas and that needs to be done,” said
Habiger. According to the SCS 1992
National Resource Inventory, 43
percent of the windbreaks in Kansas are
over 40 years old and 49 percent are in
fair to poor condition. Two
AmeriCorps teams will work in Scott,
Greeley, Gove, Logan and Sheridan
counties on this project under the
leadership of the SCS._.and local
conservation districts.
= The two other projects will-focus-.
on the Emergency Watershed Program,
administered by . EWP provided
assistance to flood-damaged areas
following the Flood of ‘93 and

* continues to help with flood-recovery

efforts. In one area AmeriCorps
members will work at state and
federal lakes.

=

- N

In another area AmeriCorps
members will design and lay out
a_mm_al and Ag-waste systems, map
riparian and wetland areas and enter
map information for watershed areas
into the computer, ;

.. According to Habiger, Kansas
will have jobs for AmericCorps
participants interested in getting work
expenence or internships in their field
of study, such as biology, forestry or
natural resources, Or, there will be
work for those who need a job and can
pmwﬁhthehﬂxrituknsu:doigsuch
as renovating a windbreak or lake

Americorps members are
expected to begin working on these
projects this fall, said Habiger.

_ American citizens or legal
residents 17 years of age or older
interested n  serving in the
AmeriCorps may call 1-800-880-4183
to receive a packet of information and
an application.

B
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Seinfeld

GREEMWOOD
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JE“RY SEINFELD hos one wvung w
say to all the stupid people out there:
Don't ¢all him “smart.” “That’s a stupid
person’s term for intelligent,” the televi-
sion comedian says in Sepiember's Es-
quire magazine. “Who would say that
but a jerk, a stupid person?’ That
doasn't stop Seinfeld from naming the
staartest imaginary, superhero. “Well,
that has to be Bualioh,” he concludes,

A porcelain statuemaker is suing JERMAINE JACK.
SON, claiming he and a defunct organization ewe $12,000
for trophiep made for the television spacial “Jackson Fam-
ily Honors," lawyers said Wednesday. The lawsuit says
Juckson and Jackson Communications Ine. made a $6,250
deposit for two diamond-studded trophics but never paid
the $12,000 balanca to Bochm Studics.

COMMOMNMMWMEASL TH
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Delta program to offer

Fhe U.S. Department of Agri-
culture is seeking rocruits for the
Americorps national service pro-
jeet, which will run in the Mis-
\.sissippi Delta beginning in

September,

Americorps is President Clin.
ton's national-service initiative
that allows diverse groups of
young people to carn colloge or
vocational school scholarships
while performing services to
meet human, environmental,
public safety and educational
needs,

Participants in tho program
will work for a year eaming a
stipend of at least $12,000, then
receive an educational awerd
worth $4,725.

The 10 participants in the
Mississippi Deolta program will
“be involved with projects that
" emphasize Jeadership training,
recycling wood waste, communi-
ty economic development assis-

scholarships for work

tance and timber-bridge technol-
ogy transfer,

Partlicipants will be mostly col-
lege g'ratﬁmtcs and professional
school graduates whose expertise
will be matched with nceds of
rural communities, Applications
will be accepted until Friday.

Te apply for the program or
obtain more information, call the
toll-free national USDA Ameri-
corps hotline at 1.800-880-4183.

seretary of Agriculture Mike
Espy, a formor Mississippi con-
gressman, said Americorps “is
grounded in the mainatream val
ues of community, responsibility
and opportunity, It is for
he participants, who benefit
their Increased ability to
attend college or vocational

school, good for communities,
which benefit from their service,
and good r the country, which
benefits from renewed civie
gpirit.”

ki Police/Fire. it

The following complaints
were filed with the Greenwood
Police Department Wednesday
or today:

Lillio Jackson, 604 Cypress
Ave,, reported that hor son was
leaving the MceLaurin Street

larized his houge taking a fele-
vision sct and a microwave.
Ruby Moore, 201 Moore St.,
roported that someone stole the
radio and speakers from her
car while it was parked at the
corner of George and Johnson

lion, a 1[‘(}I1llu'ﬂ" B Muau, an ame --—l.-t\n
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I Sanwcoy. August 20, 'Iﬂi-

Clinton’s AmeriCorps

B New service corps .
to aid in mediation
aimed at stopping
youth violence.

By Alisun Watking

Modill News Sarvieg

WASHING' ~ President John
F. Kenned shed the Peace
Corps 34 ¢ esident Clinten is
following ple with Ameri-
Corps, the '« Peace Corps.

The | »iU recruit people to
engage o couungnity service proj-
ects in ™ for repayment of
educationa! ‘sans or debts or to pro-
vide savings for their education It
will begin nationwide on Sept. 12

By the end of 1994, 20,000 pedple will

be participating in 300 programs

A e —

- -“T have deep and strong notioms

' about the important role that public

service plays in our professional and
personal lives. [ want very much for
this to be an important experience for
these volunteers .... I want them to
come away with a strong feeling of
what their role is in our community
and the service we can give to one an-
other,” she said,

Those who are interested in apply-
ing should contact Laurie Benson, 531
S0, 14th St., Suite §, Lincoln, NE 63508,
The phone number is 471-3741,

Agricuiture and rural development
projects will also be on the Amerr

agenda. :
cnord::u abou e oot

inate t 15 AmenCorps
roembers in Nebraska

‘The purpose of the program is to

which adminsters the national pro-

gram. Some projects will be spon-
mdhy!edera!“:jgeneia.mehume

Department of Agriculture. Both.

types of programs will be offered in
Nebraska.

One Nebraska program will be
aimed at helping youths solve prob-
lemns through mediation

Cencern in Nebraska about youth
viclance prompted the state to focus

on how to prevent trouble, said Kath~

leen Severens, director of the Ne-
braska Office of Conflict Resolution.
Her office tries to give youths prob-
lem-solving skills to resolve difficul
tiez withont resarting W viclence.
They

P

Yeoa

work with more. Mediation centers in
Lincoln, Walthill, Beatrice, S¢otts-
bluff and Omaba serve multi-county
regioms.

AmeriCorps members will go
through many hows of training,
Severens said About half of the
volunteers will work primarily with
mediation centers and schools, first
as assistants to @ mediation trainer,
then belping design programs for
schools and recruiting students.

The Office of Conflict Resolution,
along with two other organizations,
will choose 28 AmeriCorps partick
pants. The program is “looking for
people who are particularly inter-
ested in developing their mediation
skills and working with youth” Sever-
ens said.

began mediating in seven or
eight schools this year and hope to

She is a former Peace Corps volun-
teer with a Jot of expectations for the

AT T e

e oy et b e B AT

“build on grass roots efforts to solve

problems that are facing communi-
ties across the nation and in Nebras-.
ka,” zaid Craig Derickson, Nebraska
sA&eﬂCmp project director with

During the initia] stage of the pro-
gram, according to Derickson, pare
ticipants will work in communities in
the eastern part of the state like Lin-
coln, Beatrice, Wahoo, Omaha, Nor
folk and Tecumseh that were se-
verely affected by last summer's

The specific projects that partici-
pants will work on have not been
detarmmed yet But Derickson sug-
gested that AmeriCorps members
could work with local communitieg to
help protect sources of water that
were affected by last. summer’s -

N

i L,

e

tional materials, or help farm fami
lies reduce water pollutionrisks. !

All AmeriCorps participants . will
receive a living allowance and health
benefits. People under the USDA pros
gram must work 1,812 bours in & nipe
to 12-month period to receive a $4,728
voucher for education expenses. g

College students are not the only
people eligible. There are a limited
number of positions open to rurak
development specialists, Dericksor
said.

The USEA projects a;.rg'lhud to
start in beginning of Seplember,
so people who are interested should
contact the USDA Soil Conservation
Service, Ameri project director;
Room 343, Federal Building, 100 Cen~
tennial Mall North, Lineoln, NE 68508
3866, : »

_'.
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USDA to run AmeriCorps
National Service Program

WASHINGTON — Secretary of
Agriculture Mike Espy has an-
nounced that the U.S. Department
of Agriculture will run 42 different
AmeriCorps projects that are de-
signed to fight hunger and improve
nutrition, preserve national
forests and improve community
environmental quality, promote
rural development and increase
rural water delivery, and boost
ongoing flood-relief efforts in the
Midwest.

The USDA program, funded in
part by a grant from the Corpora-
tion for National and Community
Service (CNCS), will be the largest
single federal agency component of
the President’s national service
initiative.

“President Clinton has made it
clear to members of his Cabinet
that national service is one of his
top priorities, and I am especially
pleased that USDA will be playing
a key role in the AmeriCorps pro-
gram,” said Espy. “The USDA
projects will fulfill the President’s
vision that national service bring
together citizens of varied back-
grounds to perform services vital
to their communities.”

Espy announced that beginning
this September, USDA will pace
1,200 AmeriCorps national service
participants throughout urban
and rural America. The partici-
pants in these projects will be
placed in 32 states, representing
every region of the country.

AmeriCorps is President Clin-
ton’s national service initiative
that allows diverse groups of

Americans to earn college or voca-
tional school scholarships while
performing critical service to meet
human, environmental, public
safety, and educational needs.
Participants in the program will
work for a year earning a stipend
of at least $7,500, and then receive
an educational voucher worth
$4,725.

Americans 17 years of age or
older may apply for the USDA pro-
grams by calling 1-800-880-4183.

“Grounded in the mainstream

values of community, responsibil-
ity, and opportunity, national ser-
vice makes sense because it meets
multiple ends,” Espy said. “It is
good for the participants who
benefit from their increased ability
to attend college or vocational
school, good for the communities
which benefit from their service
and good for the country which
benefits from a renewed -civic
spirit. Moreover, the program is
good for USDA because it gives us
new ways to boost our mission
areas of fighting hunger, protect-
ing the environment and rebuild-
ing rural America.”

CNCS is an independent federal
corporation created by the
national and Community Service
Trust Act of 1993. Its purpose is to
administer national service pro-
grams and provide funding on a
competitive basis for national ser-
vice programs that address the na-
tion's education, human, public
safety and environmental needs.

Under provisions that are
unique to that Act, federal agen-

cies are empowered to compete
against each other in a competitive
grant process to obtain funds from
CNCS. The White House announ-
ced that, as a result of the first
year of this process, CNCS had
awarded USDA 1,200 AmeriCorps
slots and $2.6 million in operating
funds. Funds for the Department’s
program will also be provided from
existing USDA programs and from
non-profit organizations that serve
as partners at individual sites.

The USDA AmeriCorps projects’

reflect a new emphasis on coo-
peration among USDA agencies.
USDA’s Agricultural Research
Service, Agricultural Stak:ilization
and Conservation Service, Farm-
ers Home Administration, Food
and Nutrition Service, Forest Ser-
vice, Rural Development Adminis-
tration, Rural Electrification Ad-
minie: :icion, and soil Conserva-
tion Service will play significant
roles in managing this program.

The Anti-Hunger projects will be
at five sites -- two rural and three
urban -- with high levels of hunger
and poverty. The projects will
work to reduce the number of citi-
zens suffering from hunger and
improve the nutritional content of
family diets. This program has
been designed, and is to run, as a
unique partnership between
USDA, youth service corps and
local anti-hunger groups.

The environmeiital projects will
occur at 32 rural and urban sites in
21 states.
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U.S. mobilizes
a youth corps ,

7,000 students to be hired by Sept.

(32974
SUN STAFF AND wm HEPOR'rs

WASHINGTON - Last sum-
mer Congress gave President

inton $300 million for his new
“AmeriCorps,” a domestic

rps that trades college tu-
ition for community service. This
summer he must start proving
it will work.

Eli Segal, the national service
czar, said Monday that 57 groups
have been awarded money to get
ready to hire 7,000 students as
of September. A year from now,
20,000 minimum-wage workers
are to be at work in
education, public safety, health
and environmental cleanup.

They’ll do a range of work,
from cleaning up the shoreline
of Galveston Bay to providing
clean tap water for Indian
reservations toinstallingenergy-
efficient lighting in Orego
schools.

The idea is that high |

the ages of 17 and about
work for $4.25 an hour/or an
average of about $8, for a
year of work, with 80 pércent of
their salaries coming from the
federal government.

After 12 months of work, at
least 1,700 hours, they’ll also
get $4,725 for ege tuition
or to help pay off a college
le to earn
two years’ worth/of tuition. The

average student of a year
institution graduates with a debt

Recruiters have
college campuses/touting the
program, and national ads will
run this summey urging anyone

ist of projects
y Segal, 15 Cabinet

get th help of students either
publicor private groups.
vada is one of three
es not involved in this
wave of national service
ants. It should learn by
uly 15 whether it is awarded
funds to hire 65 young people
to perform projects involving
the environment, education and
health care, said Tracy Cotton,
UNLV’s assistant director of
academic advancement.

Examples of the projects
mno%mdngmonday f Health

M The to
and Human Services will hire
70 students to work with the
disabled in Alabama.

B The Enﬁmﬁntalgpro-
tection ill hire 15 stu-
deﬂr iﬁ% to conduct
solid waste education programs
in Indian

HIn Arkansas, 145 students
will be hired to help low-income

CLINTON: AmeriCorps jobs.

residents find affordable hous-
ing, to tutor children and to
improve state parks, and 67 will
“promote economicdevelopment
and boost sustainable agricul-
ture and respond to disasters.”

B California will have at
least 1,046 work slots, ranging
from performmg radon testin 00%
to teaching junior high sch
students to opening child-care
centers to building awareness
‘about multiple sclerosis.

If the first year of the
program works well, Congress
has provided $500 million for
1995 and $700 million in
1996. By then, Segal said
100,000 students would have|
been involved. Then Congress!
would have to reauthorize it.| J
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By MIKE HALL
The Capital-Journal

number of northeast Kansans
Awill be 'sworn in as

Americorps members this
morning by President Clinton in a
pationwide televised cerefmony.

Americorps has been described as
a domestic Peace Corps. Peaple
between the ages of 16 and 25 have
been selected to do work projects in
communities and rural areas of the
United States,

Barney-Allis Plaza in Kansas City
will be one of & number of sites
around the country hooked up by
talevision to the White House for the
Swearing-in cercniony.

Among those taking the oath will
be members of an Americorps pro-
gram sponsored by the Topeka Youth
projeet. Director Darryln Johnson
said Friday he expects most of the 30
participants in Topeka's program to

! tend the Kansas City event.
He said the Topeka program actu-
SLW 1 lavolve sev;rag projects

Kansans to join &~
Americorps

team will tutor students in three ele-
mentary schools where move than 60
percent of the students are on free or
reduced cost lunch programs.

Another team will'work in three
community policing substations
doing such things as researching
solutions to neighborhood problems
and providing training to young peo-
ple in impulse resolution and anger
management.

Jolinson said local participants
represent the diversity of the commu-
nity not only in racial and gender
terms, but even in education. There
are young people working toward
GED degrees as well as high schoal
students, college students and even
college graduates.

The Kickapoo Nation in Lorton
also is sponsoring a program for 25
participants called the Kickapoo
Youth Conservation Corps. They will
do work to improve wildlife habitats,
provide flood relief, build roads,
revitalize cultural traditions with
elders and provide training in agri-
culture and ranching

statewide Americorps-VISTA
Wi 53 il
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THE UNION LEADER, Manchester, NH - Tuesday - Sentember 13, 1994

U.S. Forest Service Seeks AmeriCorps Recruits

LACONIA — The U.S. Forest Service announced
yesterday it will begin recruiting for the Ameri-
Corps program.

As part of a year-long national service program
for young people to earn college or vocational schol-
arships, 32 AmeriCorps members will work on trail
construction and maintenance, fish and wildlife
meonitoring, environmental education, interpreta-
tion, facility construction, community service and
more on the White Mountain National Forest.

Participants will begin in January, 1895, and earn
a $7,600 living allowance. At the completion of 1,700
hours of service, participants will also receive a
$4.725 educational award good for costs of vocation-

al or academic training.

“This is an exciting chance for the White Moun-
tain National Forest to get & whole lot of meaning-
ful work done on trails, in public information and
safety and in other areas as well," said Rick Cables,
White Mountain National Forest Supervisor. "Just
as important, it is a positive way for young people
10 earn money for college or vocational training
while they contribute to their communities. The
possibilities seem endless.”

Those interested in the White Mountain Ameri-
Corps Program should contact Rebecca Oreskes,
White Mountain National Forest, 33 Kancamagus
Highway, Conway, N.H. 03818 or call 447-5448.

NH’s First AmeriCorps Volunteers
Are Sworn in for Domestic Projects

By DONN TIBBETTS
State House Bureau Chief

CONCORD — The first score of New Hampshire
AmeriCorps volunteers were sworn in yesterday by
the state’s first lady, Heather Merrill, in a ceremony
attended by U.S. Rep. Dick Swett and held on the
State House Plaza.

Volunteers were told that their efforts in the
next year will follow in the footsteps of former New
Hampshire governors Hugh Gallen and John King
in the old Civilian Conservation Corps and those of
the current state Deputy Attorney General Dana
Bisbee, who served in the Peace Corps.

A total of about 140 Granite Staters, ages 17 and
older, are being recruited for AmeriCorps. which is
President Clinton’s domestic version of the Peace
Corps. They must demonstrate a willingness 10 im-
prove the lives of others and an interest in learning
new skills.

Corps members agreeing to a full-time, one-year
commitment receive a stipend and a post-service
benefit of $4.725 a vear which can be used to pay
college tuition or education loans.

Aldedge Turgeon yesterday recalled his service
in the White Mountains with the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps in 1939, and how people today still use
the many facilities built by the CCC.

Bisbee told of his service 20 years ago with the
Peace Corps in Gabon, Central Africa.

There are 20 AmeriCorps-N.H. volunteer posi-
tions open for a Monadnock State Park project unit
in Jaffrey, and 32 positions for a unit based in
White Mountain National Forest in Gilead, Maine

Another 16 positions will work under a Public
Service Compact in Bedford, with volunteers be-
ing placed at various college campuses to develop
learning projects to meet needs of local communi-
ties, The emphasis will be on education partner-
ships and having campuses link with K-12 schools
to develop mentoring and tutoring programs.

Another 30 volunteers will work with the state
Domestic and Sexual Violence Victim Assistance
Program, based in Concord

Prospective volunteers for any of the assign-
ments can get full details at 800-772-700:.

@oo2/002
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U.S. Forest Service Seeks AmeriCorps Recruits

LACONIA — The U.S. Forest Service announced
yesterday it will begin recruiting for the Ameri-
Corps program.

As part of a year-long national service program
for young people to earn college or vocaticnal schol-
arships, 32 AmeriCorps members will work on trail
construction and maintenance, fish and wildlife
monitoring, environmental education, interpreta-
tion, facility construction, community service and
more on the White Mountain National Forest.

Participants will begin in January. 1995, and earn

i f 1.700
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$4.725 educational award good for costs of vocation-

al or academic training.

“This is an exciting chance for the White Moun-
tain National Forest to get a whole lot of meaning-
ful work done on trails, in public information and
safety and in other areas as well," said Rick Cables,
White Mountain National Forest Supervisor. “Just
as important, it is a positive way for young people
to earn money for college or vocational training
while they contribute to their communities. The
possibilities seem endless.” '

Those interested in the White Mountain Ameri-
GRS Erogram spovid contact Reheqea OISfs
Highway. Conway, N.H. 03818 or call 447-5448.

NH’s First AmeriCorps Volunteers
Are Sworn in for Domestic Projects

By DONN TIBBETTS
State House Bureau Chief

CONCORD — The first score of New Hampshire
AmeriCorps volunteers were sworn in yesterday by
the state’s first lady, Heather Merrill, in a ceremony
attended by U.S. Rep. Dick Swett and held on the
State House Plaza,

Volunteers were told that their efforts in the
next year will follow in the footsteps of former New
Hampshire governors Hugh Gallen and John King
in the old Civilian Conservation Corps and those of
the current state Deputy Attorney General Dana
Bisbee, who served in the Peace Corps.

A total of about 140 Granite Staters, ages 17 and
older, are being recruited for AmeriCorps, which is
President Clinton's domestic version of the Peace
Corps. They must demonstrate a willingness to im-
prove the lives of others and an interest in learning
new skills.

Corps members agreeing to a full-time, one-year
commitment receive a stipend and a post-service
benefit of $4.725 a vear which can be used to pay
college tuition or education loans.

Aldedge Turgeon yesterday recalled his service
in the White Mountains with the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps in 1939, and how people today still use
the many facilities built by the CCC.

Bisbee told of his service 20 years ago with the
Peace Corps in Gabon, Central Africa.

There are 20 AmeriCorps-N.H. volunteer posi-
tions open for a Monadnock State Park project unit
in Jaffrey, and 32 positions for a unit based in
White Mountain National Forest in Gilead, Maine.

Another 16 positions will work under a Public
Service Compact in Bedford, with volunteers be-
ing placed at various college campuses to develop
learning projects to meet needs of local communi-
ties. The emphasis will be on education partner-
ships and having campuses link with K-12 schools
to develop mentoring and tutoring programs.

Another 30 volunteers will work with the state
Domestic and Sexual Violence Victim Assistance
Program, based in Concord.

Prospective volunteers for any of the assign-
ments can get full details at B00-772-700:.
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The Buffalo News/Tuesday, September 13, 1994

Service program recrults swori in

WASHINGTON (AP) — Surrounded by
hundreds of youths on the front steps of the
White House, President Clinton swore in the
first recruits to his national service program
Monday and urged all young Americans to join

the'cause.

AmeriCorps is a $360 million program pay-
ing 20,000 Americans minimum wage to work
in education, heelth and human needs, the en-

, vironment and public safety. They also get free
- health care and a $4,725 educational voucher
for one yedr ‘of work. L taly
"The White’ House had: planned to give the
oath_of service to 15,000 recruits simultaneous-
, But Monday morning's plane crash at the
ite House prompted Clinton to, move, the
event from the South Lawn to the front steps.




SER=27=1534

18: 8%

SCS/SW ORE

N\ec;‘@ . Ma | "1 bune

—

/

I RC&D

5@3 855 9574

-.-C\’j) ‘8]38!94‘

existing neighborhooc v-
ernmental entities, most,
proven records. :

about 4,000 mo: people Lhaq
Peace Corps enmlled at its Heis

Sa much social programmin
around a: false dic’ stomy -tial has
either the governm: (t solving pr
lems or the ple - usually vo
teers — sol the problems the
selves. But it is one of the premu
tasks of government to strengt!
rather than weaken the healit
pulse of citizens to tak yroblemn

THE OTHER potential advantage
the program is that it does not seek (o
impose the federal government’s own
theories about community action on
Weifhborhoods. Rather, volunteers

Jo to wark for existing neighbor-

hood and . ;overnmental entities,
mostly with proven records. The pro-

-grams will fall into four broad areas:

Bdu’mhon, crime prevention, the en-
vironment and social programs help-

- ing young mothers, the homebound el-
- derly, the homeless and residents of.

pub ¢ housing projects, .

Segal says he wants programs to be
;udzedby Very pr. measures: the
number of crack-houses closed, block
associations created, kids immunized,
urban gardens p]antod, escorts for the
elderly provided, ‘fences in housing
pro ects fixed. “Getting done”

new program 3 cheerfully non-

-mwm_

ers will go fo work o

P.GB

TOTAL P.28
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] Work-for-school
program begins
in SW Oregon

r

!

:

I The US. Department of Agri-
| culture aunounced it has begun
i recruitment for the AmenCorps
I national service project that the
) Depnrtment will run in south-
t west Oregon in September.

: AmeriCorpsis President Bill .
t Clinton’s national service ins-
: tintive that allows diverse
' groups of young people to earn
i college or voeational school
! scholarships while performing
! critical service to meet human,
' environmental, public fafety
' and educational neads.

' Participants in this program
1 will work for & year eamning a

~“stipend of $12,000 and then re-
~tceive an educational award |

- worth $4,725. * . - :
i Any citizen age 17 ar olderis *
 eligiblle to apply for the program.
! There is a0 Maximum oF mini-
» mum family income required Lo

* apply.

2 arplicatim -willbea'_cbeptad
£ yin _

Aug. 5. ‘- _
For information phone the
. Southwest Oregon Resource’
. Conservation and Development
t{ment in Grants Pass at |

FOR SALE]

. Sandy Loam - -
Chemical-Fres

TOP SOIL

{Not from hly fields)

Phone for Prices :_
(503) 4694120 §

. Postit™ brand fax iranswtial memo 7671 [notpges >/

" Pp-elene  nics Fi’ﬁsfcc. Gl
e 30 CF ey (om
. Phons ¥
Gss- P57 |- 247 D3
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5032472718
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Southwestern Oregon
crew sought for project

GRANTS P,%.'St — A national service
project is recruiting participants for a one-
year prograim that provides young people
scholarship money for college or voca-
tional training.

AmeriCorps, an organization founded
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture
under President Clinion's national service
initiative, is secking applicants for its
southwestern Oregon project, which be-
gins in Seplember.

Five people will be needed to work in
rural communities on development and
improvement projects.

ici will receive a stipend of
$12,000 and an educational award worth
$4,725.

Applicants must be at least 17 years old
and should meet the following qualifica-
Lons:

M Must be a college graduate, profes-
sional school graduate or current college
or technical school student.

W Want o work on natoral and buman
resources for rural communities.

‘M Have good writing and speaking
skills.

M Should be able to run group discus-
sians and help settle differences of opin-
ion.

For application information, call 476-
5906 or the AmediCorps national toll-free
live at (800) 8804183,

Page 4

7)24) 94

The Oregon Rural Development
AmeriCorps National Service Program is
recruiting thcough August 5, 1994 for:
AMERICORPS
RURAL PEVELOPMENT
PARTICIPANTS

Participant will perform duties, including
facilitating public involvement in the devel-
opment of project development, grat writing
and researching funding for rural develop-
ment activities.

» College graduate or successfully
enrotled in a college or technical
college.

« Community service oriented with
desire to work to improve natural
and human resources in a rural set-
lng. -

» Demonstrated skill in wrilten and
oral communication,

« Demonstrated ability to facilitate
group discussion and mediate dif-
fercoces of opinion.

Participants working on a full-time basis for a
year will receive a living allowance of
$12,000 and then receive an cducational
award worth. $4,725.
For referral form contact:
USDA
Soil Conservation Service

503-476-5906
An Equal Opportunity Employer

Page 13
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Service applications available

Agplications for the AmeriCorps nation-
al se-vice program i scuthwestern Oregon
will be accepted unti] Aug. 3.

Thre program, part of Presideni Clinton’s
aational service projecl. allows dwerse
groups of young people 10 earn coliege or
vecational-school scholarships while per-
forming wark 1o meet humar, environmen-
tal, sublic safety and educationz] needs.

Participants work for a year. carning a
supend 0¥ 512.000. and then rece:ve an edu-

cational voucker worlh $£323

The five participanis in the soulhwestern
Oregon program will work with rural com-
munilies, providing assistance related o
natural-resource enkancement, and eco-
nomic and community developmenl, The
work begins in Seplember.

Any American eitizen 17 years or oider is
eligible 10 apply for the program. For more
information, call 4768-5806, or, toil free
1800 B8O-4183.

hlrm *romn : ‘he iss«e put fcr 1994 Tre net Jengrance ¢° compact
A - -ﬂ-‘.m“ T e —————

INSIDE - AIR CONDITIONED
LargeHouseful of Furniture & Misc.

Saturday July 23" * Sunday, july 2¢4*

18 an-4 pm ¢ No Early Sales

"If's Time T Expeil More From A Truck * And Nisszn is efteing more.
for lesh. Emn{m 1nck is

~ MOVING SALE (Mediorss |

wughest jabs u:ih

JUL-2B-1994 14:48
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Service program
begins recruiting
for local projects

Regional focus will be on
watershed improvement

By Barbara Hahn
ol thy Dardy Courier

Locals will be able to help their
communities as well as pa
for their education throug. th{
new AmeriCorps National Service
Program.

The program is part of Presi-
gent C‘.icgcr:.‘s national service ini-

ative that puts young peopie to
work in local communilm help-
ing to solve problems within those
commiinilios,

HRecruitment for the Southwust
Oregon program is now under
way, says , SeCTe-
tary for the Southwest Oregon
Resource Conscrvation and Devel-
upiment program in Gronts Pass,
which is overseeing the local pro-
Ject.
‘‘We have already gotten
inquiries from people who have
been waiting for this Lo start,”
Daniels says.

Five pcople will be hired for the
Im.‘:é‘rr m, with two to be sta-
Livned in s County, one cach
in Curry and Coos counties while
one will serve the Josephine and
Jackson county areas, Daniels

“They'll be facilitating commu-
nity involvement in the various
arcas,’ Daniels says.

Locally,
waterghed improvement while m
jects in other countics will inel
enhancing natural resources, or
ai cconomic- and community-
development projects to improve
livability in the area.

“This will be a real boon for the
counties once we get people in,”
she said.

In exchange for one-year of ser-
vice, participants receive a
stipend as as an educa
award.

In the Southwest Oregon rural
development project, the five par-
ticipants will earn a sti of
$12,000 — that's about §5.76 an
hour — along with a $4,725 educa-
tional award that can be used for

college tuition or to pay off student
Im.me bl

“This is not a Job,

but look at the experience they're
R / (s

ercf

Additionally, the workers will
be federal employees and receive
health benofits,”

the program is open to

age 17 and older, the local

ject is seeking applicants with

specifie qualificalions.

applying should be a col-

lege graduale, professiohal school

grad ar anrolled in college. Also,

they should be community-service

oriented and want to work to

improve natural and human
reamirees in a rural selling.

¢ £ We have already got-
ten inquiries from
people who have
been waiting for this
to start.”?

Mariene Daniels,
of the local program

Specific skills include having
demonstrated ubilities in wrillen
and oral communication and the
ability to facilitate group discus-
sion and mediate differences in

To apply, call the office at 476

They'll be sent an application
package to be returned to the local
office by Aug. 5. Workers will be
hired lnd':; the job by the end

September.

“We get to select from appli-
cants from all over the cuuntry
but would tend to lean toward
those from here,” Danicls said.

Though the individuals will be
hired for a one-year stint, the pro-
gram is ongoing, she added.

i;:. & nntio?nlri:lvel. d::i[erc?:
projucts are plan according
the needs of Lhe communilios the
participants will serve, and locals
also can apply for Lhose programs.

To learn t AmeriCorps pro-
grams, call 1-600-880-41K3,

el

S@3 855 9574
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National service aids
- S. Oregon counties

President Clinton's domestic version of the Peace
Corra will show up in Josephine and Jackson counties in
September.

The neighboring counties will share one AmeriCorps
volunteer, said Curry County Commissioner Terry Han-
il scam. "

AmeriCorps is Clinton’s '30s twist on the Peace
CorYs started by President Kennedy in the '60s. But
while the Peace Corps focuses overseas, this new
national service program concentrates on helping com-
munities at home,

Volunteers will spend one year in the program,
receiving about minimum wage for the work and health

- benefits. After a year, volunteers will get $4,725 to pay
. _Tain off a student loan or further their education, said Robin
Sutherland, director of the Oregon office of the Corpora-
tion for National Service. The corporation oversees
AmeriCorps.

The Southwest Oregon Resource Conservation and
Development Council, part of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, rec:n;lg received word five AmeriCorps
spots were approved, Hanscam said. Curry and Coos
counties will have one person each, Douglas County will
have twa.

The volunteer in Josephine and Jackson counties will
w]ork with watershed councils, according to current
plans,

For information, call 476-5906 or 1-800-826-4865.
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Americorp seeking
sites for spruce-up

By Mike Viola
Staff writer

Weed-infested lots throughout
East St. Louis and neighboring
communitics will be receiving a
facelift from participants in a
new work program,

Organizers of Lthe AmeriCorps
Project are 'aslun§ members of
the community to let them know
of lots that can be transformed
from eyesores to bright spots in
the communilir,

“We are looking to create
urban gardens, clean up play-
grounds and add mini-parl?.s in
the community,” said Arthur
Johnson, speaking for the local

AmeriCorps Project.

7

 The garden park project is a
joint effort between AmeriCorps
and Make East St. Louis Beauti-
ful. While the project concen-
trales in East St. Louis, vacant
lots can also be transformed in
neighboring  communitiies
through AmeriCorps.

_Anyone with suggestions on a
site that could be turned into a
community gﬁrden or mini-park
should call Rufus Williams or
Don Wallace at 583-2519,

AmeriCorps was formed in
East St, Louis this summer as a
domestic form of the Peace
Corps. It is being administered

(See GARDEN, Page 4A)
e

iGarden -
eLuadraen
Slcontinued from Page 1A)
through State Community Col-

Participants in the year-lo
program are paid $147 per wee
ggs receive up to $4,275 at the
id of the year to advance their
cation.
ver the next year, Ameri-

Ggrps participants are ted
to. accomplish the foliowing

:;w To restore .20 neglected or
abandoned lots in residential set-
mto state and federal stan-
Lirds

e

T10D KKOD 3LYIS

»~ To clean up and beautify
vacant acreage at Statc Commu-
nity College and to renovate the
mhouse at East St. Louis

ior High School.

+» To restore athletic fields,
several floral gardens, a lagoon,
a stream channel and renovate a
eenhouse in the East St. Louis
ark District.

AmeriCorps workers also will
be involved in clean-up work
from last year's flood along the
Mississippi River throughout the
Metro t. 3
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Americorp seeking
sites for spruce-up

By Mike Viola
Staff writer

Weed-infested lots throughout
East St. Louis and neighboring
communjtics will be receiving a
facelift from participants in a
new work program,

Organizers of the AmeriCorps
Project are asking members of
the community to let them know
of lots that can be transformed
from cyesores to bright spots in
the communiti.r.

“We are looking to create
urban gardens, clean up play-
grounds and add mini-parks in
the community,” said Arthur
Johnson, speaking for the local
AmeriCorps Project

T

The garden park project is a
joint effort between AmeriCorps
and Make East St. Louis Beauti-
ful. While the project concen-
trales in East St. Louis, vacant
lots can also be transformed in
neighboring  communities
through AmeriCorps.

Anyone with suggestions on a
site that could be turned into a
community garden or mini-park
should call Rufus Williams or
Don Wallace at 583-2519,

AmeriCorps was formed in
East St. Louis this summer as a
domestic form of the Peace
Corps. It is being administered

(See GARDEN, Page 4A)

-

«Garden

?Canlinued from Page 1A)
thirough State Community Col-
lege. _

Participants in the year-lonﬁ
program are paid $147 per wee
and receive up to $4,275 at the
end of the year to advance their

%cation.

ver the next year, Ameri-
s participants are expec

to. accomplish the following

£0hls:

2; To restore 20 neglected or
abandoned lots in residential set-
%to state and federal stan-

=Y
v

»~ To -clean up and beautify
vacant acreage at Statc Commu-
nity College and to renovate the

reenhouse at East St. Louis
Eenio:- High School.

»~ To restore athletic fields,
several floral gardens, a lagoon,
a stream channel and renovate a
greenhouse in the East St. Louis
Park District.

AmeriCorps workers also will
be involved in clean-up work
from last year's flood along the
Mississéppi River throughout the
Metro East .
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Beady to help

30 take oath

and Photas
By NAT WILLIAMS

EAST ST. LOUIS, JII, — AmeriCorgs,
Fresideat Clinton's domestic version of the
Peace Corps, L3 off and running in Minols.
And the U_S. Department of Agricullure lsa
big part of It

Thirty volunteers wero sworn in here re-
cenily during a kickoff ceremony held at
State Community College, They were Rm-
ong 745 who applled 1o be In the flrst group.

In September 1693 Clinton signed Into Jaw
the bill auikorizing the enactmenl of n ci-

S

USDA AmedCorps drecior Paula Jones shovels jabcve|
on & Wae planied pe pert of aclivilies seroLndag e kicwol of
volunieer projects In Madison and SI. Clar counlies, Thaty

hours of comanmity se-ACe ove e naxt yoes

to become first AmeriCorps volunteers

villan velunteer corps to make a iference
In rural and melropolitan areas across Lhe
Uniled Stales.

Plu:l Jonce, who heads up the
AmeriCorps program natlooaliy for Lhe 8all
Conservallon Secvics, lold ofiiclnla galh-
ered here thal they were witnessing a his-
taric occasion

“Jere we are, oniy one year later, and the
dream has becarre a reality,”” Jones sald.
**AmeriCorps has been & very special proj-
ect for a Jot of uz. This la a very historical
moment."*

The 30 volunteers will comprise lweo
leams warklng In SL

Clalr and Madlson _

countlas. One team will conslst of 3¢ work-
ers who will help restore natural areas
damaged by 1503 and 1884 flooding. Tae
ather 20 will wark on projeeis in the East St.
Louls/Melro areas renovating vacanl and
abaondonied residential Jots and planting
vegetation to benutify the areas.

Somz aof the lols will become urban
vegelable gardens and communily parks,
according to Don Wallace, project director.
Tha East 8L. Louls program is being oper-
ated by USDA In conjunction with Slate
Commually College. ~

Johnson satd that the real work will begn
ondict A .

very comnilted to Lhelr success.' Jonres
said.

Sho added that U.3. Secretary of

porter of AmeriCorps. Also backing Uhe
program ls SCS chief Paul Johnson Jeha-
som and his wife are veleran Prace Corps
valunteers.

AmneriCarpa 13 deaigred o make a di.
ference n (hree aress: aall-hunger, roral
development, and public hn:k and en-
viroument, Jones explained. The program
has the potential Lo Impact thase Ir. rural as
well as mel ropolitan areas.

P
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Pictured are 12 staff members of the Antl-Hunger

seated: (. to r.) Project Coordinator Sarsh Hood: Team
Bankhead; First row, from left, Evica B i
Ray, Hazel Rush, Marcus Hood and Carlton Hall; Second row, from left,

Charles Morgan, Carolyn Tart, Toussaint Griffin, and Rico Harrington,

AMERICORPS®

ANTI-HUNGER CORPS

On September 12, 1994, a new na-
tional service program was launched
by the President - Americorps, As a
result of the National Community
Service Trust Act signed into law in
September, 1993, Americorps will
encoursge and reward
diﬂmlback?nnnd: or service. In
the tradition of service projects like
the Peace Corps,
fourfold mission: 1. Getting things
done, 2. strengthening communities,

* 3. encouraging responsibility, and 4,

B

e b moet crisel
COIps programs meet cri
needs in four areas: Education,
licS , Environmental Needs, and
Human Needs. Participants serve 9-
12 months, receive training, skills,
and knowledge to perform project
tasks, and become eligible 1o receive
an educational award after success-
fully completing service. Participants
without 8 hi;h'achool d&loma are
assisted to receive the G M
An Americorps program to
serve Hi ys-Sunflower Coun-
ties is the USDA Anti-Hunger Corps,
located at 202 N, Hayden Street,
Belzoni, MS. The Anti-Hunger Corps
secks to belp low-income families
reach self-sufficlency and benefit
from existing anti-hunger programs
such as food , summer feed-

Nati ndConmunlryServiu.ﬂ;:
highlight of the workshop was
luncheon keynote address of First

| Lady Pat Fordice, an advocate of

volunteerism.

As getunderway, members
of the USDA Anti-Hunger Corps will
be visiting your communities soon.
For more information about this

Americo , contact Sarzh
Hood &t 247479, "

Ao ot
——
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i Amerlcorps program kicked

'Eid

off Wednesday'at Kanopolls

By CHARLA GATZ
Qutdoors Editor

KANOPOLIS LAKE — The Civil-
ian Conservation Corps program of
more than 50 years ago has been
dusted off and renamed Americorps
but conceptually it is based on essen-
ually the same premise — sweat ¢g-
uity.

The Americorps pmgram a mod-
ern day version of the CCC, was offi-
cially kicked off Wednesday at the
Corral Sheiter.

Doing the honors was Jim Meisen-
heimer, regional facilitator for the
United States Dcpm:nan of Agricul-
ture Americorps program in Kansas.

Among those attending were Larry
Miles, project director from the Soil
Conservation Service in Salina;

Robert Barbee, section leader for’

public lands for the Kansas Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Parks in Pratt;
Rick Martin, Kanopolis State Park
manager; Mike Nyhoff, Glen Elder
State Park manager; Virgil Beougher,
Ellsworth County SCS district con-
scrvalionis; and Ant Kohls, a mem-
ber of the Ellsworth County Agricul-
tural Stabilization and Conservation

Service Exccutive Committee. - - 1o
The 12 designated Amcncorps

workers also were present.

The Americorps slogan is Getung '

thmgs done." The program is rooted
in community service and involve-
ment, and promotes personal respon-
sibilily, according to Meisenheimer,

"It's a way to give something back

to the community,” he said. ,

It is commonly thought that
democracy protects citizens, Meisen-
beimer said, but citizens should also
protect dcnmcucy e

"Americorps is Dot a voluntee.r
program or a jobs program,” he
stressed. "It is a service program.”

After contributing 1,700 hours of
labor the workers will receive a $4,-
725 educational award. The award is

not available in cuh form but may be
used (0 pay Mition at an institution of
higher education ar to pay off student
loans. i -5

sought to become involved in the
program. Four sronps of five workers
each will work i wildlife areas at
Wildlife and Parks state lakes at Ka-
nopolis, Glen Elder, Milford and
Webster. oot

Each worker will receive a basic
living stipend of $7,660 each for liv-
ing expenses during the period of
time he is pamcspatmg in the Ameri-

¢ program,
% bas:c rﬁmcs will involve

restoration of ﬂood damaged areas
that were hard hit by the 1993 flood,

", Meisenheimer said. d They will remove
ﬂood debris, re-vegetate with native
- - grass, develop wﬁ%h.fe habitat, repair
 trails lnd. recrca

fm‘lmes ofall

typeo

Al pui: uscrs w:]l bmeﬁt. md
'Mewcnhe:mcr ;

A facelift of musystemu
planned at K IAke.acccrdmg
to Martin.

'Wcra;omgwuymdgptu
readyfor !henchremm

. mdhhmkthnzsgomgtogweusthe
perfect cpponmity lodofhlt, Mar-

tin said.

' When ukcd why shz :pphed for
the program one female worker said
she had a great interest in wildlife
and in the state parks, and she wished
to continue her education. A second

female said the educational awud al-

so attracted her.
. "Our lake got hardest hit by the
flood,” she added. "Maybe we can get
it looking good again."

One male worker who has done
seasonal work at Milford said, "Now

.. it's time for us to help and get some-

thing done around here."
Besidcs, ne said, if a sludedt jeaves
college for a year to work he does not

Outdoor briefs '~

o RPED o B R ---.-.J

Eight more ﬁém are being:

the benefits of an additional $7,-
tow:rd school ex;

Herb Queen of Grainﬁcld a CCC
alumnus, also addressed those gath-
ered. CCC was a federal program im-
plemented from 103342 for unem-

~ ployed 18- to 25.ycar-old bays.

"Anybody who hasn't lived in the
"30s can't l.lndersund how it was,"
Queen said. "There was 4 10t of work
f.obednneanduomomytodou.

The boys labored on vafious pro-
jects. They built such things as shel-
ter houses at state lakes and commu-
nity buildings.

"We cleaned up Scou City Stare
Lake,” Quecen said. "We helped re-

.build the dam where it was washed

out and we designed the spiilway.™

The boys were required to pass
physical exams and resided in catmps
under army rule. Clothing and hous-
ing were provided md med:cai ex-
penses were covered.

* They received $30 per month —
they were allowed to keep $5 while
the other $25 was sent home to their
parents, Those who were natural
leaders cma'ged and werg. promoted

1o section leader. Thoy received $36 a

month, $6 of which they Wwere ‘al-
Iowed tokeep. . i

Que.en was ducharged when he hit
his 25th birthday. .

"I had gtmzd enough sxpenencc 1
could go into civil service,” he said.

He spent the next 30 years working
for SCS ae an engincering techmician.

Gordon Swan and Nanci Ridge
McPherson County Extension safct:
extension agents, provided the CPF
and first aid classes for the Ameri

- corps workers, Meisenheirfier said.

“They’ve dome a great job,” h
said. ' #

To apply for the program cpll
8U0-880-4183 or conlact a local SC

“ office.

Sportsman’ s
Iake report
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“AmenCorps prOJec’rs set~
to combat hunger in U.5.

Secretary of Agriculture Mxﬁ? gspy
announced that the U.S. Department of
Agriculture will administer 42 different
AmeriCorps projects this year.

Ohio’s Darby Creek Watershed is
one of the 42 AmeriCorp’s projects
selected for fundimgTHIS year.

The programs are designed to fight
Inmger and improve nutrition, preserve
national forests and improve commun-
ity environmental quality, promote rural
development and increase rural water
delivery, and boost ongoing flood-relief
efforts in the Midwest.

“President Clinton has made it clear
to members of his Cabinet that national
service is one of his top priorities, and I
am expecially pleased that USDA will
beplaymgakcymlcmﬂcherups
Pro, said.

“The USDA projects will fulfill the
President’s vision that national service
brings together citizens of varied back-
grounds to perform services vtial to
their communities.”

. AmeriCorps is President Chnmu s
national service initiative that allows di-
verse groups of Americans to eam col-
lege or vocational school scholarships
while performing critical service to
meet human, environmental, public
safety and educational needs.

Participants in the program will work
for a year earning a stipend of at least
$7,500, and then receive an educational
voucher worth $4,725.

—

The Darby Creek proposal puts parti-
cipants at field level involvement on
both public and private lands. This is the
real job area, Espy said. As watershed
management projects become more ac-
cepted, the experience these particip-
ants obtain will be of real value and give
them a chance to be more accepted in
the private sector.

Participants will be involved in carry-
ing out components of the USDA Darby
Creek Hydrologic Unit Proposal and
The Nature Conservancy’s Darby Bio-
reserve plan.

Six positions are needed to work ex-
clusively in the Darby Watershed.
These include two individuals to work
on field maps and inventories for Big
and Little Darby Creek.

‘Two people will assist soil and water
experts to do survey and design work in
both rural and urbanizing areas. One
person will assist with the Tree Re-
source Establishment and Enhancement
Service Turn Key program and work
with vendors in establishing riparian
corridor buffer strips. :

One individual will assist the Darby
Creek Ohio Department of Natural Re-
source’s Scenic River Coordinator at
the field level in coordination with the
Ohio Youth Conservation Corps.

Americans 17 years of age or older
may apply for the USDA programs by
calling 1-800-880-4183.

|
{

]
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Amerlco rps almed at youth, conservation

} LPAGL
k Leaders %? naturr]aﬁesource agencies

igned an agreement this month to cooperate
on AmeriCorps, a national service program
that will employ youth and help conserve
natural resources in Oklahoma.

The participants will work in western

Oklahoma for approximately one year, be-
ginning in September.

- Applications must be submitted by Friday. '

For more information, contact LeRoy Tull at
742-1207, Amy Sanders at 742-1246 or 742-
1007 (TDD), or the toll-free national USDA
AmeriCorps hot line at (800) 880-4183.
AmeriCorps is President Clinton’s national -

service initiative that allows diverse groups of
young people to earn college or vocational
school scholarships while performing service
to meet human, environmental, public safety
and educational needs.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture, Soil
Conservation Service, the Oklahoma Conser-
vation Commission, the Oklahoma Associa-
tion of Conservation Districts, the Oklahoma
Department of Agriculture, and the Oklahoma
Department of Wildlife Conservation will
implement the AmeriCorps program in Okla-
homa.

“Through this program W we can offer our

young people an opportunity to earn an edu-

cation, and we can provide protection for our
soil, water, air, animal and plant resources,”
said Bobbye Jack Jones, SCS state conserva-
tionist for Oklahoma.

“Following the Dust Bowl of the 1930s,
conservationists planted the bare land with
trees, forming miles of living windbreaks,”
Jones said.

“Those windbreaks have protected the soil
from wind, acted as.snow fences along high--
ways, provided habitat for wildlife, protected
crops, and added beauty to the landscape.”
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Voice of the people

A positive program for the city’s kids

CHICAGO—In the first two weeks of
December, organizers and corps members of
City Year, a Boston-based national service
program, met with community organizers and
city personnel, boys and girls clubs, business
leaders, politicians and ethnic and civic
organizations across Chicago.

Their message was straightforward but
unassuming: “We want to come here if you will
have us. We think we can help you make a
difference.” The response was understandably
enthusiastic. Chicagoans are hungry for
programs that work and we think City Year has
real potential for Chicago. Mayor Daley and
Gov. Edgar should voice their support for City
Year and encourage corporate leaders to invest
in the work force of their future.

City Year employs teens and young adults
from all racial, ethnic and socioeconomic
backgrounds to perform one year of community
service for which they are paid $100 a week and
$5,000 upon completion. It currently employs 300
kids a year and the mix is demographically
representative. Organizers stress that employing
kids with family incomes above $60,000—those
with an inside track on future leadership and
policy-making—is just as crucial to City Year's
goals of effecting lasting change.

Under a fairly rigid discipline structure that
enforces a code of conduct stressing personal
and civic responsibility, kids learn the value of
community and in the process discover their
own personal worth and the power to change
their own lives and make a difference in others.
By City Year's accounts, 85 percent of the kids

stay with the program and those that graduate
have a powerful tool on their resume.
Organizers say that many Boston-based
corporations who support the pilot program
give priority to hiring City Year graduates.

The Boston program has expanded into four
other cities. Chicago, the largest of any
proposed City Year site thus far, represents the
most significant challenge. Although funded in
part by the federal government under the
National Service Act, City Year relies primarily
on private dollars.

City Year is not a panacea for the complex
issues confronting our cities and our youth, nor
is it a replacement for strong family and
institutional structures that define healthy
communities. But it is an important step toward
giving many kids something that they crave,
need and may not get elsewhere: support,
discipline, positive role models and exposure to
life beyond their often insular worlds.

We welcome City Year kids—our own kids—
as teachers’ aides in schools, in homeless
shelters feeding the hungry, helping the
mentally and physically challenged, building
parks and playgrounds, cleaning up
neighborhoods and working with and for
community. We need to show them that they
are necessary and prized partners in crafting
the vision of what Chicago can be.

Ross Harano
PRESIDENT

Jeryl Levin

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ILrinois ETHnie COALITION
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City to get youth corps project next summer |

Plan detailed to central Ohio students

By Brent Lalonde
Dispatch Siaff Reporter

A youth corps that plans to
begin providing community service
in Columbus next summer received a
warm reception yesterday from cen-
tral Ohio high school students.

Organizers of City Year — a
Boston-based youth corpe that is to
expand into six cities next year —
presented the facts of the program
to about %0 high school students at
an assembly at the Fort Hayes Met-
ropolitan Education Center.

After learning that City Year
members work on community pro-
Jjects and receive a sala-

Alan Khazei, who help found the
program in Boston in 1988, said he
expects to receive about 200 applica-
tions for an estimated 50 corps jobs
in Columbus next summer.

Those who are accepted will
spend the summer working on var-
ious service projects, which in DBos.
ton have included cleaning vacant
Iots, working in homeless shelters,
renovating homes and working as
teachers’ aides in elementary class-
rooms.

Fach participant will receive o
grant of about $2,000 to use for
cullege tuition or job sining.

“What I've seen is

ry of $100 a week and
an additional grant at
the end of the program,
Rea Woods said the
corps has potential to
succeed in Columbus.

“It's interesting.
I've never heard of
anything like this be-
fore,” said Rea, a sen-
ior at Bexley High
School. “I wasn't en-
thused about communi-
ty service when | came
here today, but they managed to
make it seem very interesting.”

She said she would be interest-
ed in working with the corps when it
begins a three-month summer pro-
gram in June.

If all gnes well, a nine-month
program will begin in September
1995,

“It's a Jot of work, and it's kind
of overwhelming," said Lena Welch,
a junior at Bishop Watterson High
School. “A ot of it sounded good. 1
think some special people my age
would volunteer.

“I think it can work because
there's a lot of energy with today's
youth, and if you get them together
and organized, a lot of amazing
things can be done.”

that young people get 2
‘life education,’ " Kha-
zei said. "“They learn
things you can't learn
in books and you can'l
learn in school.”

City Year is de-
signed for people 17 to
23 to spend either
three months or nine
months working on
community service pim-
jects and learning
about life with others
from different backgrounds, Khazxi
said.

“Students have a junior year
and a senior year in a high school,”
he said. “I challenge (the students)
to take a ‘city year' where the city
becomes their classroom.”

Persuading  Columbus-area cor
porations to help pay for the -
gram is one of the challenges facing
organizers, Khazei said.

“Fund raising is always a chal-
lenge. For this to work, it has to he
locally funded,” he said. “There is no
money for it if it isn't funded.

“It won't work if local corpora-
tions, foundations and citizens don’t
invest, and not only with their mon-
ey, but with their time, too.”

Jof? Hinckbey/ [hipaich |
for about 90 students. The corps will have a
summer program in Columbus next year.

Members of City Year youth corps perform at
Fort Hayes Metropolitan Education Center
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AmeriCorps

State groups
winners of

I

|

| President Clinton’s program that

federal grants

By JO SANDIN
of The Joumnal staff

Building food pantries, feed-
ing the homeless, planting urban
gardens, coordinating park
cleanups, finding ways to fight.
urban violence in Milwaukee,
and restoring’ wetlands through-
out Wisconsin will engage the
energies of the first wave of
AmeriCorps volunteers here.

Wisconsin organizations dl-:
recting those projects were,
among 58 groups named Mon-
day as winners of the first $47
million in federal grants from

allows young ?mcn“ae: 10 :—
.change service for co gran
Grants announced in Wash-
ington on Monda by Eli Segal,
chief executive of the Corpora-
tion for National Service, will
pay for about 7,000 corps mem-
bers who will begin work in Sep- !
tember. By the end of the year,
up to 20,000 Americans are €x-
pected to be engaged in as many
as 200 AmeriCorps projects.
Workers will be paid $7,500 a
year, plus health insurance. At
the end of two years of service,
volunteers will receive $9,450
(34,725 for each year) for college
tuition or to repay a college loan.
The Hunger Task Force of
Milwaukee and the Milwaukee
Community Service Corps won
what appears to be the largest
grant specifically for use in Wis-
consin. AmeriCorps will pay for
$675,000 of the $900,000 proj-
ect, which will be overseen by
the US Department of Agricul-
ture. i
The two agencies will recruit
40 young adults to implement
anti-hunger activities ranging
from renovating and building '
food pantries to doing nutntion
outreach. .
The goal is to increase by 10%
the number of people served by
the Summer Food Service Pro-
gram, according to officials of

the two agencies.

ASK FORCE OF MILWAUKEE, INC.

Here are the other Wisconsin
Drtimm to win funding:

One AmeriCorps volunteer

at the YMCA will participate in

the Y's Earth Service Corps Fel- |
lowship program, coordinating

as park cdeanups, urban gardens
and environmental education
p in and after school.

Milwaukee will be one of
10 cities to be visited by Ameri-
Corps volunteers working with
the Congress of National Black
Churches in ing successful
strategies to combat urban vio-
lence.

Sullivan Robinson, director of
development for the Congress,
said volunteers would be in-
volved in a planning study to
“test the feasibility of putting
into operation a church-based
program in conflict resolution.
We want to pull togeiiier the best
of the methods [to fight crime
and violence] and replicate those
elsewhere.”

B The US Department of Ag-
riculture Public Lands and Enwvi-
ronment Team will assign 151
AmeriCorps volunteers to work
on flood-control projects in Wis-
consin and eight other Midwest-
ern states.

To apply for one of the 40
AmeriCorps positions with Mil-
waukee’s anti-hunger program,
call Michele Golstein (414)
962-3111 or Tony Perez (414)
276-6272. To be put on the na-
tional list of potential volunteers,
call (800) 880-4183.

To get on the mailing list for
the state program, call (608)
266-8569. The national number
for AmeriCorps information is
(800) 94A-CORPS.

811 East Vienna Ave. Milwaukee, WI 53212

lssue/Date t'22.1 |94 _ Page(s) \ ﬁhé‘r&_&:&\)“
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“hadnt planned on going to
e bl vight away, hut |
prehiabibs wll vens, sinee (e ey
will i thiere, said Glopin | nake, 22,
o duckson State University senior
who il e e Amiegi€ s lender.

Edidn’t know ahont the pay or
stipend when they nsked me (o 13l
sut an npplication,” Drke sunitl, 1
ust thought it wonlid he o priviloge,
twonld he neat, 1o be g part of
hat.”

Denke will work with Aineri€Corpa
hrongh the Greater tackson Youth
service Carpw, which will oversee
he USDA Pablie Lands i Bovi-
onoent Feanrnd the USDA Andti-
langer Tenm

“We're in the process of recruit-
yenow,” said Alfred Marlin, execn-
iwve director of the Youth Service
'(|r||n,

1 yont"re lonking or o job just to
el paidd, this is ol for you,” Murtin
el I you're interested in the en-
fronment, the commmnity weound
o, then this neipht be for you "

Martin snid he hing been in con-
ek with several Dreltn bonsed orga-
izutions, letting them know people
il he availalile (o belp.

He said the th workera will he
anbing neighborboods Lo identily
cople in need nnd onsure Uhey
now whil services are ovailahle,

“Ihe ngencies ure going Lo know
e nooks nnd cronnies of their
sighborhoods, bt the apenes are
Ten understolled,” Naetin sand.
Jurgoal is to et theword out, sign
sythe people,”

“We hiave the necd, " snid Barlsrea
lays, socinl service worker with

umphreys County Uinen for Pro-
ess in Holaani “We have 123,000
sople on food stmmps in this coun.
s plus we linve o lot ol elderly.

“Phey're in aeed heconse they're
1o supplemental fixed income,"”
Inys said. She soid o Meals-on-
Higels program now serves 300-400
sopde, bt coulid expand,

Clint Floyd of Forest, district
mger for the Bienville National
orest, snid he 20 people working
were will clenn and tmprove o horseo

ail and o walking teadd wid clear
wuy hrush that hsinpers move-
ent of the endangered red cocknd-
 wonlpockor

Mississippi is home to about 200
el cockmlind waondpecker colonies,

hieh generally range from one o

it hinels, snied Bob Glangow, biolo-
istwith the LS. Forest Serviee in
nekson, Hesubd about halfof those

win the Bienville National Forest,

Arvouned the tum of the centory,

wiipch ol pine trees were in the

ate Lo have sp o 30,00 eolonies in
ie stofe, althouph that namber is

b eortiain, hesaid

Uhew're b bt byt a0

slates and in Washington.

calional materials for teachers.

pecker habitat,

WHAT'S OFFERED

AmeriCorps Nalional Service Programs in Mississippi

B Teach for America: Begin in 1989, this national teachers coips
has pul 2,300 teachers into inner-cily and rur al areas. Mississippi's Del-
la will get some of the 1,000 members wio will be spread over 13

B Delta Service Corps: Covering 45 Misslssippl counties and parts
of Louisiana and Arkansas, 145 volunteers in each state will whp::ith
community organizations on local needs. Examples include improving
Children’s literacy, helping the elderly remain independent, and improv-
ing state parks. This will be the program's third year.

B USDA Rural Development Team: In the Delta region of Arkan-
sas, Louisiana and Mississippi, 67 mermbers will work on econormic and
environmental projects, including improving livestock waste lrealinent
in 13 southwest Mississippi counties and producing environmental edu-

W USDA Public Lands and Environment Team: This team of 20
npembors will work in the Bienville National Forest improving the Scenic
Pine Trail and Shockaloe Trait and enhancing Ned-Cockaded Wood-

W USDA Anti-Hunger Team: Run in parinership with the Grealer
Jackson Youth Service Corps and local anti-hunger groups, 15 mem-
bers will go to Humphrays and Sunflower counligs. They'll help increase
the number of senior cilizens recelving meals and increase school
based summer food service programs.

mixture of persons — city and local,
male and ferale, minority and non-
minorily,” Floyd snid. “I'm expect-
ing some good things will come out
ofil.”

Tench for America is a bit different
than othier tenms, because it is o pro-
fessional corpy whose college-grodu-
e members will Leach in the Delta
with local schoaol boards providing
the pay, said Elizabeth Lach, a
spokeswomnn for Teach for Americn.

‘I'he number of 'P'each for Ameri-
ca workers for Mississippl isn't
known yet, but their past work has
heen appreciated,

“IVs definitely heen an asset (o
thedistrict,” said Booker Anderson,
assistant superintendent of Lhe
Hollandale School District in
Washinglon County.

“Fven thaugh they don't stay but
for a year or two, it gives us lime lo
find people in key arcas, for exam-
ple, math and foreign languages,”
he said, “And these kids get some
good teaching experience,”

Clarence Lovelady, director of
community services in the state [e-
partiment of Education, said the
Delta Servive Corps’ 145 members
will work in numerous arcas such as
driving health center outreach vans,
tuloring students and helping Hab-
itat for Humanity in Jackson anl
Conhoma County.

Tle suid it's the programn's third
year, andl it attracts people from in-
sidle and outside the state. “We al.
wiys liave many, many more appli-

catiens froim polentinl carpe mem-

bers than we can fill,” Loveluly
said,

Fred Singleton, 39, of Jackson,
said the Delta Service Corps has
given him a pumpose. A game war-
den who had to goon disability from
un on-the-job injury, Singleton said
he storted drifling vntil a woman he
met gnve him anapplication.

“It's been a wonderful experience
ever since then, Pve learned a lol,
I've done a lot for mysell”" he snid.
“Delta Service Corpa has really
opened up a new pathway for me.”

Singleton sets up group nclivities
al Daybreak, 441 W. Paacagouln St
Jackson's only daylime homeless
shelter. With theee years of collogo
at Delta State University in Cleve-
lancl, Singlelon now hopes Lo finish
schoal al Jackson State Universily,

Among the things he learned ot
the Delto Service Corps Leaining,
Singleton snid, was the similarity of
races, ''Belore then, you know,
sumelimes you think white people
don't care,”" he said. "I'here |
leurned, for the first Lime in mylife, |
woawrong.”

IKelly, with the Mississippi Com-
mission on National and Copnnn-
nily Service, said individuals and
communilies benelit from thix
work,

“It's like the Peace Corps, a do-
meslic Peace Corps. You're going
into a communily to help them
solve their prohlems,” she anid.

wantl S impoct their communilies
themenns todoil”

- ---xﬁ“‘g

'“l'l'l_l.li, we're giving people who
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sivnos saicl, T8 Ehe tonghest |

Bt while the IPC says il b
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W Sold 1.0 aeres in Arizo
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Clinton brogram

State groups
among first
to get grants

Youths seeking college grants
will volunteer for organizations

By JO SANDIN
of The Journal staff

Wisconsin organizations fighting urban violence
and hunger are among 58 groups named Monday as
winners of the first federal grants from Ameri-
Corps, President Clinton's program for voung
Americans exchanging volunteer service for college
grants.

US Department of Agriculture attempts to re-
store Wisconsin wetlands and a YMCA initiative to
develop environmental service projects also were
among the first to win funding. .

All projects are expected to begin in September.
Eventually, AmeriCorps volunteers are expected to
operate 200 service projects throughout the nation.

The Hunger Task Force of Milwaukee and the
YMCA were the only organizations named specifi-
cally in a news release from Eli Segal, chief execu-
tive officer of the Corporation for National Service,
which oversees AmeriCorps. )

According to the news release, AmeriCorps will

.provide extra help for the Hunger Task Force in

renovating, constructing, and operating food pan-
tries here. The goal is to increase by 10% the
number of people served by the Summer Food
Service Program, the news release said.

One AmeriCorps volunteer at the YMCA will
participate in the Y’s Earth Service Corps Fellow-
ship program coordinating school-based communi-
ty service clubs running such projects as park
cleanups, urban gardens and environmental educa-
tion programs in and after school.

According to the release, an unnamed Milwau-
kee congregation affiliated with the Congress of
National Black Churches will develop a program in
which young volunteers instruct people on how to
protect themselves and their property from crime
and violence.

Under supervision of the USDA’s Public Lands
and Environment Team, AmeriCorps volunteers
will conduct such flood control and water quality
projects as identifying and restoring wetlands, in-
specting river systems to prepare damage assess-
ment plans and improving animal waste disposal
systems to reduce ground water pollution.
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U.é.'anti-hungef effort slated here

Members of Clin

By MARY BETH MURPHY
Sentinel staff writer

Milwaukee is one of flve na-
tlonal sites selected by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture to
participate in an anti-hunger and
nutritional program under Presi-
dent Clinton’s new national ser-
vice Initiative, AmeriCorps, It
was announced Monday.

Two other service projects ad-
dressing concerns in Milwaukee
and another USDA project aimed
at rcglons of the state damaged
by flooding were among 58 pro-
igrm-ns nationwide to win fund-
ng.

Referred to as a “domestic
Peace Corps,” Clinton's national
service initiative, to be launched
in September, will involve 7,000
AmeriCorps members working in
urban and rural communities in
47 states and the District of Co-
lumbla.

In return for their service, inl-
tiative participants will earn col-
lege or vocational scholarships or
vouchers to pay back college
loans.

The anti-hunger program for

ST,

Goldstein

Milwaukee County Is a collabora-
tive effort between the Hunger
Task Force of Milwaukee and the
Milwaukee Community Service
Corps, Rep. Thomas M. Barrett
(D-Milwaukee) announced at the
task force offices, 811 E. Vienna
Ave. '

The project will recrult 40 lo-
cal young people — ages 18 to 23
— to work for a year in commu-
nity outreach for anti-hunger
?rograma, renovate and construct
ood pantries, establish additional
farmers markets and community

gardens and increase the capacity
of emergency food programs.

In return for thelr setvice, the
AmeriCorps particlpants will
earn $4.75 pér hour. Upon com-
pletion of service, they will re-
celve an educational scholarship
worth $4,725.

“This Is a program that's going
to glve young people an opportu-
nity to contribute spmething back
to the people in Mllwaukee. More
importantly, It's also going to
deal with the hunger problems
and the nutritional problems that
we face In our community,” Bar-
rett sald at a news conference.

Milwaukee was chosen for this
first wave of Initiative grants due
to the strong track record of the
Hunger Task Force and MCSC,
Barrett said.

The task force feeds more than
39,000 people each month. More
than 25,000 of them are children.

“We're very excited about this
project because It's truly going to
just Increase the capacity of this
community to address a very crit-

.

ton’s AmeriCorps will take part in program

ical need,” said Michele Gold-
stein, Hunger Task Force execu-
tive director. “For us, It repre-
sents the best of what needs to
happen in a community.”

Among other projects:

M The Milwaukee Metropoli-
tan YMCA will recruit one young
person to organize high school
students to form YMCA Earth
Service Corps Clubs to work

with the enylronment.
'y ’ P

W.The Congress of National

" Black Churches will use Its grant

to eﬂgn programs to reduce vio-
lence In 10 target cities, including
Milwaukee. X

_ W USDA :Soll Conservation
Service and Agriculture Stablliza-
tion Service will have 151 people
assigned to nine Midwest flood
states, including Wisconsin.

The majority of people work-
ing in Wisconsin will be local
recruits who will work with the
state's cooperative extension ser-
vice.

N — - —
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chance to answer
call for service

Volunteers at least 17 years
old can apply to work for a
variety of projects and eamn
moncy tor college tuitiori.

By KAREN HSU

Rll INTEK b'f u'!'“ Hl'ﬂ it

Wanted: Collegc students who
need money and want to make a dif-
ference in the community.

The federal government will pay
volunteers $4,725 a year in tuition
or up 1o two years in exchange for
ommunity service around the ns-
ion.

In September 1993. President Clin-
on signed legisiation for Ameri-
orps, a program that pays tuition
oney for publi¢ service. The pro-
ram, a cross between Franklin Roo-
gvelt’s Civilian Conse: vativn Corps

istr,  Jums ZI,I‘I‘H- - |

s ¢

and John F. Kennedy's Peace Corps.

will begin this September,

Students at Jeast 17 years old can
apply to work for a vanety ol proj-
ects sponsored by the “domestic
Peace Corps.”

On Monday, AmeriCorps awarded

two national service grants in [owa.
The Des Moines “] Have A Dream”
program, a dropout prevention pro-
gram, was awarded $700,000, and
the Association of Farmworker Op-
portunity Program was awarded
" 81.2,uillion to train migrant and sea-
sonal farm workers in pesticide
safety in the Midwest flood states,
including lowa The association also
. Will work to improve farm workers'
access to health, education and sup-
port services.
Adopted Class

The “I Have A Dream” program
adopted a Moulton Flementary
School fifth-grade class in 1980.

v\';
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AmeriCorps members will be tuturs
and mentors to the students, who are
now ninth graders in the Des Moines
area. Each student in the class will
receive $1,700 for education at a
post-secondary school upon high
school

In addition, the U.S. De¢partment
of Agricuiture will have two projects
in Jowa. The pilot Rural Develop-
ment Team is assigned to flood relief,
econuiuic development and environ-
mental protection projects, while the
Public Lands and Environment Team
will focus on flood relief work.

Paul Johnson, chief of the Seil
Conservation Service in Washington,
D.C., said his agency has asked for
570 VOluntee rs acruss the nagon.

~AmeriCorps is an opportunity for
young people to serve a vear of serv-
ice, get their feet on the ground and
learn new skills,” said Johnson, &
former Peace Corps volunteer in Af-
rica. "We feel very strongly the pro-
gram will benefit not only those who
are served but those who are serv-

Expenses Subsidy

Johnson said the Soil Conserva-
tion Service will provide a living ex-
penses subsidy of $7,600 a vear for
non-college graduates and $12,000
for college graduates, in addition to
the tuition credit.

Particlpants in programs not ad-
ministered by the conservation serv-
ice will receive at least $7,400 for
living expenses, plus health-care and
child-care benefits. The tuition
awards in all of the programs will be
paid to the school or lender, and
must be used within seven years
after service is completed.

AmeriCorps participants must be
U.S. citizens or permanent residents
and have at least a high school diplo-
ma or agree to earn one. Graduate
students zalso are eligible.

Call 1-800-94-ACORPS for an ap-
plication. AmeriCorps hopes to have
up to 20.000 volunteers by Septem-
ber.

~—mwradAdALL

PAasses 1
stream n

By PERRY BEEM

ReGIsTEX STAFF WR!

The lIowa Environmer
tion Commissivn appro
rule on straightenin
Monday, possibly ending
among farmers who sav
proposal as an affront t
rights.

The rule adds a sectic
allow farmers to straigh:
if they can show that the
verse effect on the pubi
The original version wou
lowed the work only for
or tosave a building,

The new version also
appeal process alrcady in
it makes it clear that th
not apply to streams co
rivers designated as prot
the rule, and that protect
do not need to be fenced.

The lowa Farm Bureau
supported the new vers
will go into effect in Ay
the Legislative Rules (
rejects it at its August me
recent sessiuil, members ¢
el said they support the
which was revised after
public hearings around the

However, Jowa Depa
Natural Resources lawyt
Murphy said the state sti
prevent straightenings on
nated stretches, Action e
vear added 131 stream s
the 115 already protected.

Allan Stokes, chief of t
environmental-protectior
said the new rule is more
explanation of farmers’ rj;
peal permit denials thanit
ening of their ability to ¢
streams. Formers can apy
ministrative law judges,
Environmental Protectior
sion and to district courts.

In cases where straighte
lowed, the landowner m
quired to make up for it by
another scgment (u it
course, or by planting gr
creeks to reduce runoff, ¢
cials have said.

The [owa Natural Resou
mission eriginally asked fo
bling of the number of ;
streams. Biulugists say tha
drainage ditches and str:
creeks have dried up wet!
harmed wildlife.
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ministered by the conservation serv-
ice will receive at least $7,400 for «
living ‘phmhealﬂx-camand
child-care benefits,- The tuition
awardsma!lofthepmgrmwﬂlbe
paid to the school or lender, and
must be used within seven years 4
after serviceis

AmeriCorps parucupants mustbe
U.S. citizens or permanent residents
and have at least a high school diplo- 4, -
ma or agree to earn one. Gradum '
students also are eligible.

Call 1-800-94-ACORPS for an ap-
plication. AmeriCorps hopes to have |
up to 20000 volunteers by Septem- g
ber.

The 58 Amertcorps program

portunity R ; w:nnere:j ?Eipnwide re%resewilﬁ
Slznﬂlhontntmmmmm . B g one-third o programs that will
sonal farm workers in pesticide | | be operating by the end of the year.
safety in the Midwest flood states, || The remaining two-thirds will be se-
including lowa. The association 3180 1S lected through a competitive process
will work to improve farm g"?‘;’; on a state-by-state basis.
access to health, education — e
port services. b2
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Ist Wave of Service Corps
Starts S. Side Duty Today

By Basil Talbott

Sun-Times Woshington Buroou

WASHINGTON-—Wearing gray
uniforms with starbursts, the first
Chicogo contingent of AmeriCorps—
the new domestic 'eace Corps—will
invade o ficld of weeds today on the
South Side.

They ure in the advance guard of
20,000 Americans to be enrolied by
fall in President Clinton's initintive to
engagoe people in public service and
hf:ﬁ) them with their education.

Eli Scgal, assistant to the president
for national and community scrvice,
launched the program officially at a
"White House Eriefing Monday.

AnicriCorps differs {rom the sinaller
and well-established Peace Corps, Se-

al soid, because it will be assembled

rom a variely of progrums proposced
end run by nonprofit organizations
and federal agencies ond not operated
by a single Washington-based agency.

A gmﬁ example of the way it will
work is found in the 60 recruits who
slart weed training today under a
summer program devieed by the U.S.
Agriculture Department, the Chicogo
High School for Agricultural Science
nnﬁ the Chicogo Housing Authority.
After training at a garden at I111th
and Hale, the recruits will epend eight
weeks ot the Ida B, Wells public

housing project.

Teams of 11 people each will recon-
dition a field at Madden Pork across
fron Wells and then move into the
CHA low-rises, pointing, planting and
pruning trees, putting in walks, build-
fng berms, and covering areas with
grass,

“It's a massive job but we want to
make it an atlractive place,” suid Bar-
bura Valerious, principal of the high
school, who is duing the training for
her group.

The program drew recruits from
different races and income levels—a
mix of people from all over the metro-
politan area. Each recruit earns a little
more than the minimum wage, and
any corps member who [finishes the
program also gets a $1,000 education
credit to be used for eollege, vocation-
al tralning or to repay a student loan,

“The ethic is different fromn other
job progrems,” eaid Joel Berg, who
oversces Agriculture Departinent col-
leboration with AmeriCorps. “The
work performed will mostly benefit
the disadvantaged, but the pcople in
the program will not eolely be the
dismlvantnged.“

Full-year programs start in Septem-
ber. Aslmut 20 members, including
some from the Ida B. Wells summer
fm ram, will be enrolled for o year.
cach will receive $7,500 for a yeor of

gervice and, if they linish, an addition-
al $1,725 education grant.

In the first yeur, AmeriCorps will
opcrate in 47 states with $31 million
digpersed to nonprofit urganizations
nntj $16 million to federul wgencies.
Most organizations are still interview-
ing applicants for the ycarlong pro-
grams.

Other Chicago area programs in-
clude:

B Fifty-five recruits entolled by City
Ycar, 8 Boston-based organization,
who will start each duy doing precision
calisthenics at 8:15 am. in the Daley
Center plaza before spreading out
acruss the cily in teams of 11 for a
variety of activities. Included will be
volunteer work at elementary schools,
senior citizen homes, parks and low-
income neighborhoods,

W One person working out of the High
Ridge YMCA, organizing the city's
first Eurth Service Corps in Fust Rog-
crs Purk. The staffer will organize
teenagers to p]nnl trees, clean up grafl-
fiti, and develop trash recycling pro-
granis.

R Seven full-time and nine part-time
recrults working with the [ Have a
Dream Foundation. The recruits will
work with the 350 students already In
the foundation program aimed at
helping disad\'unlageg youngsters get
a college cducation.

€6 The work performed will mostly benefit the disadvantaged, but the
people in the program will not solely be the disadvantaged. 99

—Joel Berg of the U.S. Agriculture Departmeant

. . & .
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AmeriCorps working in county

Making $4.23 an hour plus
$4,700 scholarship bonus

AMERICORPS wwiennwthm@ammku the Dean Campbell farm near Jet. Notice
the protective gear worn by Charl Marshall of Clinton, on the right. Robert Martin of Broken
Bow, on the left, wore the same except he didn't don the jacket for the can zra.

\

By CAROL ANGLE

In President Clinton's
State of the Union message, he
said AmeriCorps has many
more participants than the
Peace Corps ever did but most
iAuinrin:m'u don't know what
tis

In Alfalfa County, it is the
whine of chainsaws at work
in a grove o{ old trr;u llfll
young ple working for
lchnhnr; money.

AmeriCorps is the new na-
tional service program, a
domestic Peacs Corps. Par-
ticipants are paid $4.23 an
hour for 1,712 hours of work
(10 months) and earn a bonus
of $4,700 in scholarship
money. They can be in the
program for two years; that is,
if Congress continues the pro-
gram for a second year.

For the last few weeks, an
AmeriCorps unit has been
working through the Okla-
homa Soil Conservation Ser-
vice on ghelterbelts in the Jet

area. The crew is completing
three conservation projects
for Dean Campbell and Kyle
Campbell.

Anthony Lovelace of Alva
supervises a crew of three
men and four women,
Lovelace is a graduate of
Northwestern Oklahoma
State University and has a
master's in agriculturs edu-
cation.

Robert Dotson of the
Natural Resources office
(former SC8) in Cherckes
said he and a state forester lo-
cated the sites, then the
forester wrote the windbreak
restoration plan and forest
stewardship plan.

At the Campbell shelterbelt
one mile north and one mile
west of Jet, the crew is rejuve-
nating an old stand of three
rows of trees which had been
planted to prevent wind ero-
sion of the sandy soil. The
north row of mulberry trees

See WORKING Page 3
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Farm*A*Syst program to aid
"~ testing drinking water

How safe is your drinking water?
If you're like most rural homeown-
ers, farmers or ranchers, you're con-
cerned about protecting your own
drinking water. Did you know that
your farmstead, depending on your
management, can be a major source
of groundwater contamination? This
means that your family, livestock
and neighbors could be at risk.

How can you find out if tjere is a
~danger or if you have 4 problem?
. Glad you asked! Currently there is

only one major program available wo
assist private well owners in protect-
ing groundwater. The Parm*A*Syst
program uscs easy, step-by-step
worksheets that rank each farmstead
activity or structure that could cause
groundwater contamination.

After going through the easy

workshects, you will use these rank-
ings and the additiona! information-
al brochures to develop an overall

action for protecting your drinking '
=r. Farm*A*Syst is a confiden-

ssessment that you can use on

, -+f own, or by talking with local |

experts. You decide what to do with
tho results of your assessment of
your farmstead and keep yous action
plan in your private records, It's like

having a detailed envigonmental ..

assessmerit of your farmstead and

““Hitat-rosider
and best of all, you are in control
because the intent of this program is
educational.

Today Louisiana is pisying an
important part jn the Farm* A*8yst
program by being a pilot study pro-
gram state for the Unwemty of Wis-
consin, Louisiapa is 'the very first
state to help conduct a cost/benefit
analysis of Farm*A* Syst. With the
combined efforts of AmeriCorps

members assigned to the Na.turul.
Resources Consar\ratmn Service,

Louisiana can be a plonner in this
progressive program.

AmeriCorps s Pmndent Clin-
ton's mnationsl service program,
nassed with bipartisan support from

gress, that engages 20,000
sricans of diverse backgrounds

in performing Service that meets
critical comnunlty needs in refurn
for an educational award, which
may be used to pay for college, job
training, or graduate school, or to
pay back student lonns. The majori-

- Wb s ~ea

¢ ee-or - e

organizations. - -

. The U.S. De‘lzanmcntof Agricul-
ture is running three types of Ameri-
Corps teams in 38 states, composed
of approximately 1,200 members:
an Anti-Hunger Team, a Public
Lands and Environmental Team,
and a Rural Development Team.

‘Many of the AmeriCorps projects

are sponsored by communily-based
organizations ~and all projects
designed to get things done, while
boosting community, opportunity,

- and responsibility,. _
If you would like to partici patc aor

find out more about the
Farm*A*Syst program, plcase con-
tact your local district conservation-
ist. In Unicn Parish, please contact
Jerry Shows in our Farmerville Nat-
ural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice field office, at (318)368-8021
or call Steve Nipper in Monroe at
(318)387-8683. :
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