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PA8l0 MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS S......Til.ie, 
Michael Hallmon (from left), Veriee Herbert and LaTonya Williams are trying to give something back to 
their community. "The more people see positive, the more they do positive," Hallmon says. 

Making a difference
■ Life at Robert Taylor Homes can be
bleak. But some dedicated young people
are doing their best to turn it around
and restore self-esteem and hope.

By Cindy Richards 

Q 
uick: What comes first to mind when \-OU hea.r , $2t.000 to Qarcel vut and 42 groups seeking fundin:.:. 
the words Robert Taylor Homes and ;-iiuths? YAR-Chicago hllli to raise" the *�-" .,-.u-:} q"� 

C.:.n�? Guns? Drugs? The limited funds this time meant thev h:.ic - ;i.:--------:-
If a group of dedicated young ;,eople were downsize. The grantmakers looked for proje.cts aimeti 

asked that question, they would answer: A computer at youths and led by young people. 
lab. A youth-run food pantry. A peer tutoring pro- Williams· group, Greater Harvest Youth Conne,-
gram. tion. got $1.500 for its tutoring program and $3.000 

They·re not the kids who make the evening news. for its computer lab. Wallace·� .-\dopt-a-Grandparent 
but LaTonva Williams and Jelahn Wallace want _program got i1.009. :Vlother·s Cu,rbo�rd. a youth·rl.Ul 
people to knC>w that everything that happens in the 12.,od pantc::,

�
o!_,l;[.OOQ_!__o pronde�etg__enc_y_foo�

tough Grand Boulevard neighborhood isn·t bad. TKO Youth ommittee got $3.000 for an after-school 
··People say, 'Here comes [someone from] Robert homework program. Tis the Season got $2.075 to visit

Taylor. Here comes trouble. Call 911.' It makes us feel nursing homes and pass out toys to terminally ill 
bad;' said Wallace, a 12-year-old who volunteers with patients at Provident Hospital. 
the Adopt-a-Grandparent program. Hallmon believes the impact of the grants will go 

''It's a self-fulfilling prophecy," said Williams. 19. far beyond the.small community service projects they 
who helps run a tutoring program. "�hist ·•f che fund. 
children are innocent. but people think you·re bad if "The more people see posirive. the more chey Ju
yuu li\·e in this :1eighborhood.'' which is rough[\· po$itive:· he said. 
bordered by 39th Street. 51st Street. Cottage Gro\'e Leslie Welch. 22. a member of the national board of 
dnd the Dar. Ryan Expy. Y,>Uth as Resources. agrees. 

W:lliams and Wallace got some help with their ··Once ,·ou take awa\' the bare necessities from 1 

projects on Thursday when they were awarded grants community. people sta�r behaving in a way that isn ·: 
from Youttf'as Resources. The program was �tarted normal. (Youth as Resources] can't put all that back. 
:rntionallv i:, 1986 bv the �ational Crime Pre\·ention but it restores some self-esteem. some hope.'' 
Council ·ant 1·ame · to Chicago in 1993 µnd'er the And it has one other benefit that can't be measured 
Juspices of �he Chicago Area Project. YAR seeks "to • in dollars: It keeps good people in the community . 
..-!Jim your:g people, not merely to fix them ... It a$kS Hallmon had already left the neighborhood. Welch 
·:1,uths to identify problems and craft solutions. was on her wav out. After joining up with Youth as 

T,J date. Y .-\R-Chicago has funded 102 service Resources. Hallmon has mo\·ed back. Welch decided 
;-r,1jects invr,lving more than 1.300 young people from not to leave. 
1; -;i�d 8011le\'nrd. On Thursday. the group handed "Making a difference here makes a difference in 
-�t J t gr:in::\ ro l ;o ynung people. me:· said Welch. 

�lic.:hael Hailmon. 20. is a former gr.inc ret·ip1ent
-_,.-:.._,_, now �.-rves on the board and helps decide whu 
ei�� will get money. This grant period. they h.Jd just

Cinch- Rirlwrds i.� u m,•111/:a of ihtt Chi('lr:;o :5· 
Times �diton·ut honrrl. E-mnil: crichanl@!WntimP 

Nigel Wa<M ,. .•• Larry Green ·• • · Mict-
- - - .::

1 Execut:·:e E·:Mor E·• 
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God's Gang Is Sponsoring A... 

BO0KS T0 AFRICA!!!  

Book Drive 

SEPTEMBER 14 AND 15, 1996 

We Need Your.... 

Textbooks 
Reference Books 

Novels 
Etc. 

Call: 312-264-2652 or 312-548-2100 for pick up.... 

St. Mary A.M.E. Church 
5251 South Dearborn 

- Chicago, Illinois 60609 

Our children in Africa need your books! 

Our drive will continue through the end of 1996. Please call at 

anytime for a pickup. Any excess book donations will be donated 

to the Green-Cheeks Cultural Library at 5266 South Dearborn. 

or drop off between 12:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.: 
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. 4 • Reading Dynamics 

with 

Mother Evelyn Martin 

St. Mary African Methodist Episcopal Church 
5251 South Dearborn Street 

Chicago, Illinois 60609 

Every Second and Fourth Saturday. 
- All Are Welcome 

Especially designed for ages 4- 10 

Come And Enjoy A Grand Cultural Experience 
and Learn The Dynamics of Reading 

I 



God's Gang 
GRADUATION CAMPOUT 

of-
FoulGod's Gang's members are graduating and we're celebrating!!! 

Boots and Saddle Ranch 
St. Ann, Illinois 

Weekend of May 23, 24, 25, 1997 

Price $20.00 

(includes food and camping Friday Nite and Saturday Nite only) 

Black Rodeo* 
Gospel Fest * 
Hayriding* 

* Entrance fee is not included in $20.00 cost 

Leave: St. Mary A.M.E. Church 
5251 South Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60609 
5:00 p.m., Friday May 23 

Return: St. Mary A.M.E. Church 
Approximately • ., Sunday March 25 

, /97 

Contact: Carolyn Thomas -- 773-548-2100 or 773-264-2652 

To: God's Gang -- Carolyn Thomas, Director 

I give permission for my son/daughter, 1 ci/ -.2UA47 ,to attend the 

Graduation Campout at Boots & Saddle Ranch ' St. •, Illinois on Friday, May 23, 1997 through 

Sunday, May 25, 1997. I will see that my child is picked up promptly at the church by p.m., 

Sunday, May 25, 1997. 

I take full responsibility for my child's behavior during this outing and will not hold God's Gang 

responsible for any accidental injury that may occur while my child is in God's Gang's care. 

Guardian 

1 

P_ 
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GOD'S GANG BOARD & STAFF 

BOARD 

CAROLYN THOMAS DIRECTOR, GOD'S GANG 

DeROSA HARDIN  YOUTH DIRECTOR, GOD's GANG 

REV. WILLIAM L. TOWNSEND, JR PASTOR, CHAIRMAN 

BARBARA MOORE DIRECTOR, MOTHERS CUPBOARD 

ALEXIS FAIRFAX YOUTH DIRECTOR, MOTHERS CUPBOARD 

RONNETIA THOMAS PROJECT COORDINATOR, NUTRITION OUTREACH 

MICHAEL THOMAS PROfECT COORDINATOR, WATER WORKS 

EVONA Hru, PROJECT COORDINATOR, GOSPEL DANCERS 

MARJORIE CHEEKS PROJECT COORDINATOR, GREEN/CHEEKS LIBRARY 
GREEN/CHEEKS LIBRARY 

LUCILLE WALTON CHAIRMAN, COMMUNICATIONS NETWORKING-(PR) 

MAXINE WATKINS FINANCE AND EQIUPMENT MANAGER 

JUANITA AusTuv TREASURER 

CANNIE MIDDLETON MEMBER (GOOD SHEPARD CHURCH) 

ICAREN PIPENT 
ALTON HOWELL CHAIRMAN, TUTOR/MENTOR PROGRAM 

MARCUS THOMAS PROJECT COORDINATOR, SPORTS NETWORK 

SPENCER MOORE YOUTH DIRECTOR, SPORTS NETWORK 

MARCUS THOMAS PROJECT COORDINATOR, PLANTING DREAMS 

SPENCER MOORE YOUTH DIRECTOR, PLANTING DREAMS 
CHAIRMAN, FUT•IDRAISING COMMITEE LENA MAE JONES 

YOUTH STAFF STAFF 

SHERRY BAKER TEACHERS AIDE 

VALERIE BIJRNETTE COACH 

MARCUS GOSHA COACH 

CORBIN GRAD . .EQUIPMENT/NETWORKING 
SHIRLEY HARDIN COOK 

ANDRE HARRIS TRANSPORTATION 
JEANETTA INGRAM ..YOUNG ADULT DIRECTOR 

BIUAN JONES TRANSPORTATION 

MAURICE JONES . . . .FLAGG/DRIILL COACH 

EVELYN MARTIN STORY TELLER 

KAREN PIPPEN TUTOR/ MENTOR 

GLORIA PRYOR . . C OACH / MENTOR/ TRANS. 

EMERY ROBINSON TRANSPORTATION 

OLYMPIA SANDERSON MENTOR 

GWENDOLYN THOMAS ..SIGN LANGUAGE AID 

ISSA UMI DRAMA COACH 

BRIDGE= FAIRFAX 
SONNETIA FAIRFAX 

JONNIE JONES 
LAWANDA LYNCH COLETTE MOORE 

BRIAN LYNCH 

MICHAEL LYNCH  

CHRISTOPHER BURNETTE . . . .DANCER/DRUMS 
CYNTHIA BURNETTE . . . .BASKET BALL COACH 
JOYCE BURNETTE C HEERLEADER/ COACH 
DARIOUS MOORE YOUTH DIRECTOR 
DARRELL MURRAY BOWLING COACH 
KEOSHA PRYOR . .VOLLEYBALL/TRACK COACH 
RAPHAEL PRYOR TRACK COACH 

ANTOINETTE ADKINS 
JERMONE BAKER 

VEVILA COOK 
ANDY ELLIS 

CHRISTINE GATEWOOD 
DEJESUS HARDIN 

SHENICE HERRION 
DAVID LYNCH 

DWAYNE LYNCH 
DEONTA MooRE 
TIMOTHY PAGE 

GENESE RYCRAW 
LENORA SCOTT 

ANJONETTA SIMPSON 
HILLARY WOODS 

ERic BROWN 
CARRIE FAIRFAX 

- 
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PRESENTS: 

GOD'S GANG 
OF 

ST. MARY'S AME 

THE LIFE OF CHRIST 
DINNER / PLAY 

PALM SUNDAY ST. MARY'S A.M.E. 
MARCH 23, 1997 5251 S. DEARBORN 
DINNER 2:00 P.M. PLAY 3:00 P.M. 

(REFLECTIVE OF LENTEN SEASON) 

DONATION $7.00 

REV. WILLIAM TOWNSEND, PASTOR 
CYNTHIA BURNETTE, PROGRAM CHAIR PERSON 

DE ROSA HARDIN, YOUTH DIRECTOR 
ALEXIS FAIRFAX, MEAL CO-ORDINATOR 
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A )IESSAGE FROM GOD'S GANG' 

THE TRAGEDY OF LITTLE GIRL X COULD HAVE BEEN ANY 

LITTLE GIRL, ONE OF OUR LITTLE GIRLS... 

ON WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 5TH GOD'S GANG WILL MEET IN FRONT 

a 

OF THE CHURCH AT 5:00 P.M. TO TAKE OUR DONATION . WE WILL 
• 

• 

GO TO THE HOSPITAL GIVE THE DONATION AND EVERY ONE WILL BE DRO.PPED 

OFF AT HOME. PLEASE WEAR YOUR GOD'S GANGSHIRTS IF YOU COME BE 

PREPARED TO WALK FROM PARKING TO THE HOSPITAL NOMATTER WHAT THE 

WHFATHER. 

ALL PROCEDES FROM OUR BLACK HISTORY BAZZAR TABEL TODAY 

WILL BE ADDED TO THAT DONATION . IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEND 

A DONATION BY US, MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO LITTLE GIRL X. 

OUR MOTTO READS, " RAISING VILLAGE CHILDREN HIGHER", WE AS . 

MEMBERS OF THE VILLAGE SHOULD EMBRACE THIS CHILD AS WHAT SHE IS... 

ONE OF OUR OWN.  

• 



• 

!) 

) 

- .

Cl - COHHERCIAL. 2ND HARV. NATION 
C2 - COHHERCIAL. 2ND HARV. LOCAL 
Cl COHHERCIAL. NOT 2ND HARVEST 
FB - rooo BANKS. Gero AFFILIATES
FD - FOOD �IVES
rs rooo SHows 
Gl - GOVT rooo IEFP/USDA 
Gl - GOVT rooo PURCH, fEHA
ID - INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS 
NP - NON-PROFIT DONATIONS 
Pl - PURCHASE. G.C.F.D. 
SA - STRATEGIC ALLIANCE 

WAREHOUSE TOTALS, 

WAREHOUSE, BNK

1 - DAIRY
2 - GRAIN
3 - HEAT
4 - PRODUCE
5 - HEALS
' - F/S/S/C

1 - INEDIBLE

WAREHOUSE TOTALS, 

--
I .00 

! �--;IQ 
0:00 
0.00 
0;_00 
0.00 
0·:00 
0.00

9.579:_30 
5,737;10

0.00 
0.00

264.00 
0.00 

----------

----------

tNIJIU!'I 
t .00 

843.30 
3,468.30 
5,091.10 
5.705.20 

472.50 
0.00 
0.00 

f 

' 

WEIGHT 
@ .03 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00
0.00
0.00 
0.00 
0.00
0.00 
0.00
0.00 
0.00 

·---------

0.00 
----------

WEIGHT 
I .03 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

0.00 

- • .. - . ··-

Dnlt!I 
I .04 

BlfflDIII 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00
0.00
0.00
3.00
'9.00
,,.00

------··---

·-______ .. ___

Ulmi'I\ 
I .04 

IIDllll .. 

WEIGHT 
I -.�5,·'· 

l 

• 0.00
0.00 

•
1·0.00

! • 0.00
0.00 
0.00 
0.00
0.00
0.00 
0.00
0.00 
0.00

----------

0.00 
----------

WEIGHT 
I .05 

f.�
i

�,iri�T?fi!.� w&IGH�
" ... ·(,I-+ ., : �.' : \:_·' I,, -.�7 ;•1,,;- 11 OTHER •• ' �...... ,1.:' 
q 6'/�'20: ;�� .. ,'. . 340.00 
, ., 4.217.40,;·, 0.00 

. .. .,,14.167.50 0.00 
492.60 0.00 

1.222.20 0.00
855.70 0.00

0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00

36.00 0.00 
190.30 0.00 

0.00 0.00 
541.00 0.00 �---------

28.343.40 

WEIGHT 
I .07 

340.00 

WEIGHT 
I OTHER 

TOTAL 
WEIGHT 

6,960.70 
4,217.40

14,167.50
492.60 

1,222.20
855.70

9,579.30
5,737.10 

36.00
190.30 
264.00 
541. 00 

44,263.80 

TOTAL 
WEIGHT 

ESTI'IATED 
• REVEtlUE

727.? '· 
295.QIB
�- )I . (. 

34.4'/
85.5 
59.8<1

0.0()
0.0('1
2. 5 :' 

13. 31 
0.0,.

37. 8.

$2,248.2!\ 

ESTIMATED 
REVENUE 

0.00 0.00 1,818.00 0.00 2,661.30 1�7 .. j 
0.00 0.00 3,714.30 0.00 7,182.60 259.89 
0.00 0.00 740.50 340.00 6,171.60 316.52 
0.00 0.00 2,335.10 0.00 8,040.30 163.42 
0 00 0.00 9,179.80 0.00 9,652.30 642.52 
0.00 0.00 7,855.40 0.00 7,855.40 549.71 
0.00 0.00 2,700.30 0.00 ..--J.1 . 188.99 -----mii ------;�;; -;;:;;;�== ----;;;���-==�;;;�;;!�I���;; :·····� ·········�··"6�,�-jll6t!Y�

f/.rfJII 11"1· :pa.;;p t.. 
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FESTIVAL OF MASKS 
Saturday, September 21, 1996 

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

HAVE YOUR FACE PAINTED! MAKE 17IFFERENIT 
KINDS OF MASKS TO TAKE HOME! SEE BEAUTIFUL 
MASK PERFORMANCES! COME...HELP US 
CELEBRATE THE DIVERSE CULTURES OF CNICAGO 
THROUGH THE COMMON THEME OF THE MASK. 

, 

~~{ 
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I 

1 

MCDONALD'S AND PICNIC IN THE FIELD WILL 
BE OPEN FOR LUNCH PURCHASES. 

Need more information? Call (312) 922-9410 ext. 363 or 478 

The Field Museum 
Roosevelt Road at Lake Shore Drive (near Grant Park) 

Chicago, Illinois 60605-2496 

/ 



OPEN BOATS 
LINCOLN PARK 883MtNfN'BoAT1NG AssocIA noN

St. Mary A M E 5251 South 0� 
·
b

· Church 
Chicago Ill�

r �rn Street , inois 60649<312) 548-2100 

Tom Hall: 3-12/883-5230 

Proposal 
GOD'S GANG COLABERATION WITH L.P.C.B.A.

OPEN Boi\TS ts a nonprofit community outreech program of the Lincoln Park 
Boat Club (LPBC). The club mikes lta f1cllftt11, equipment, end services, 
available to groups, org1nlzatlon1, and lnttltutlon1 th1t work with Chicago­
area children and wish to Involve children In bottlng. 

LPBC facllltles are the boathouse and Its direct 1cce11 to the 1-kllometer 
lagoon between Cennon·0r1ve and the Outer Drive. Equipment Includes 90 ce· 
noes end kayaks: also peddles, training and conditioning aids, and other ac· 
cessorles.· Services Include Instruction, bo1ttng 1,cptrtl11, end llfeguardlng 

Participants 

LPBC/OPEN Bai\TS Wltl provide.two Plddlln§ COICMI, both expert et handllr 
all paddle craft. They wt II teach p1ddllng and overatt all activities on tt 
water� ·They wll I be In charge both on th• water and on shore. 

Children who participate must be 10-1 e yw1 old and must be able to swlr 
They must have llablllty_ waivers signed by thtfr parents.· They may partlc 
pete In groups of •• many""•• 15 at • time. 

Each group of chfldren must be accompanied by two or more adults who pr 
vlde transportation to the boat clllb·end help tuPtrVlse the children wri 
boating Is underway. These adults must sign waivers of lllblllty. They . 
encouraged to paddle with the children but are not rtQUlrtd to; they can 
equally helpful on shore. The e111nt11I requlrtmtfttt are that they know 
children end provide active support to tht ,eddllftt co1cht1.

CHILDREN TO BE RECRUITED BY GOD'S GANO NAD G. G. ALSO TC 

PROVIDE STAFFING IN CONJUNCTION WITH AMERICORPS. 

2360 N. Lincoln Ave .• Chicago, IL • 60614 • (312) 549-8 

Paddling • Rowing • Sailing 
• 

---
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