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AmeriCorps: Boon or boondogg

$658,000 allotted | , L s
for garden project P e AT Tl ]

in East St. Louis
By George Pawlaczyk

Belleville News-Democrat

EAST ST. LOUIS — Does this
sound like getting things done for
America?
» Community gardens are planted
but become overgrown with weeds.
+ Workers are paid during the
winter to sit around and do nothing.
« The same workers are sent
home at noon during the summer
because it’s too hot.
These and other factors have
turned an ambitious $658,000 fed-
eral jobs program in East St. Louis
into what the director admits has
been a disappointment.
This is AmeriCorps — a program
begun last year by President Clinton
that was supposed fo provide job
training and education benefits for
workers and raise community spirit
in poor neighborhoods.
But after 10 months, the local
program still lacks basic equipment,
and Director Don Wallace plans to
lay off 15 workers early because the
program is nearly out of money.
“I'll take the blame for letting
them sit around all of January”
Wallace said. “I should have given
them the month off. Maybe then we R
would have had enough money to SRR L e _ = : ot 4, _. _ e
pay them.” : : : . 3 :
‘ With the motto “I will get things PARK DUTY: An AmeriCorps worker uses a chain saw to cut down a tree in Kenneth Hall Park in East St. Louis
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» Workers are paid during the
winter to sit around and do nothing.
* The same workers are sent
home at noon during the summer
because it’s too hot.

These and other factors have
turned an ambitious $658,000 fed-
eral jobs program in East St. Louis
into what the director admits has
been a disappointment.

This 18 AmeriCorps — a program
begun last year by President Clinton
that was supposed fo provide job
training and education benefits for
workers and raise community spirit
in poor neighborhoods.

But after 10 months, the local

still lacks basic equipment,
and Director Don Wallace plans to
lay off 15 workers early because the
is nearly out of money.

“T'll take the blame for letting
them sit around all of January,”
Wallace said. “I should have given
them the month off. Maybe then we
would have had enough money to
pay them.”

With the motto “I will get things
done for America,” AmeriCorps
workers set out to work for a year in
their communities while earning
minimum wage and money for edu-
cation.

But the program has since come
under fire nationally from congres-
sional critics who call it an ineffi-
cient, overpriced bureaucracy.

“We’re told we're getting a good
government program,” said U.S.
Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa.
“Instead it appears to be a Great
Society-style boondoggle.”

The program — a domestic ver-
sion of the Peace Corps — current-
ly is budgeted at $376 million for
20,000 workers. Clinton wants it

See AMERICORPS/7A

PARK DUTY: An AmeriCorps worker uses a chain saw to cut down a tree in Kenneth Hall Park in East St. Louis
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29 full-time 4 full-time, 12 part-time
ACCOMPLISHMENTS: - ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
15 gardens begun Computer center renovation
~ 8lots cleared Tutoring of students
Flood control work Rotary Park cleanup
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as tutors,

By Teri Maddox

Belleville News-Democrat

BELLEVILLE - Kim
Dammerich pulled off her brown
work gloves, wiped the sweat from
her brow and broke out in a friendly
— yet tired — smile.

She had spent a hot, humid morn-
ing at Rotary Park, clearing thick
brush, weeds and trash from an
overgrown section. Eventually, a
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PARK DUTY: An AmeriCorps worker uses a chain saw to cut down a tree in Kennet!
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Belleville workers serve
as tutors, day laborers

By Teri Maddox

News-Democrat/).S. Nusshaumer

Belleville News-Democrat

BELLEVILLE — Kim
Dammerich pulled off her brown
work gloves, wiped the sweat from
her brow and broke out in a friendly
— yet tired — smile.

She had spent a hot, humid morn-
ing at Rotary Park, clearing thick
brush, weeds and trash from an
overgrown section. Eventually, a

hiking and biking trail will run
through the park along Richland

Creek.
“When we started, you couldn’t

even see the fence,” said
Dammerich, 41, of Belleville.

The park cleanup is one of the
projects of Bellevilie AmeriCorps, a
local arm of the national service
corps established last year by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton.

See BELLEVILLE/7A
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JNTENDED: Dying okra plants fill a garden behind Lessie Bates

AmeriCorps —

Continued from 1A

expanded to $575 million and
33,000 workers next year, while
Grassley and others in Congress
want it killed. :

Overhead has been estimated as
high as 50 percent, although local
programs claim only 10 percent of
their money goes for administration.

And the cost to field each worker,
originally estimated at $13,000 to
$15,000, has escalated to $27,000,
according to a report by the General
Accounting Office.

“Taxpayers are paying far more
for this program than advertised”
Grassley said.

AmeriCorps officials disagree.

“This is community service,” said
Joel Berg, director of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Ameri-
Corps division. “It’s not just a feel-
good plan to change the world. It’s
sinnosed to chanege the neonle who

else. Kids yanked out most of what
was planted there.

These and 13 other gardens are
the most visible results of the horti-
culture program funded by Ameri-
Corps.

Twenty-nine workers were hired
for the East St. Louis program,
which began Oct. 3. Nine workers
later were shifted to a separate flood
control program.

As the program nears the end of
its first year, the 15 gardens built by
AmeriCorps workers have been
turned over to residents to tend.
Many have been overtaken by
weeds.

Lacking equipment and supplies,
workers now spend much of their
time mowing grass, pruning trees or
picking up trash. They quit at noon
on hot days. During the winter, they
sat in their office at State Communi-

~ " "

Sunday, July 30
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WEEDING: A plot behind State Community College is the only garden cared for by AmCr ;

But some of the lots are over-
grown again, and a second green-
house project in Kenneth Hall Park
has barely been touched.

A plan to sell the vegetables from

the gardens was scuttled when it was
lgamefi that the gardens could not be

Two local programs

Belleville and East St. Louis have
the only AmeriCorps programs in
the metro-east; there are 22 pro-
grams in [llinois.

Cities must apply for AmeriCorps
grants. The applications are evaluat-

which is budgeted to cost $375,(
if all the education grants are us
The program’s 26 workers have [
formed a variety of neighborhe
improvement projects and workec
tutors in Belleville schools.

director, Jody Lauf, earns $23,0C
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WEEDING: A plot behind State Community College is the only garden cared for by AmeriCorps

Two local programs

Belleville and East St. Louis have
the only AmeriCorps programs in
the metro-east; there are 22 pro-
grams in Illinois.

Cities must apply for AmeriCorps
grants. The applications are evaluat-

ad and annrmaed hu cammicgions set

at/Erik Mah
which is budgeted to cost $375,000
if all the education grants are used.
The program’s 26 workers have per-
formed a variety of neighborhood
improvement projects and worked as
tutors in Belleville schools. Its
director, Jody Lauf, earns $23,000 a
year.

Page 7, Section A

DIRECTOR: Don Wallace {

equipment and supplies was spent
on gasoline and other expenses,
Wallace said. Last week, only $500
of that money remained and is
reserved for emergencies.

“We never anticipated being short
of equipment this late into the pro-
ject,” he said. “We have had to fight
for everything we get.”

Wallace said that despite the fail-
ures, he is proud of the way the pro-
gram’s workers have adapted.

“They have worked hard and have
been willing to learn,” he said.

James Pace, 40, of East St. Louis
said he is proud of the master gar-
dener’s certificate he earned in the
program after attending a 12-week
course at Southern Illinois Universi-
ty at Edwardsville.

“It’s hard making ends meet on
minimum wage, but it’s been worth
it,” said Pace, who plans to start a
landscaping business.

Mike Smith, 48, of East St. Louis’
said criticism of the program’s
$27,000 per worker estimated cost is
unwarranted.
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Besides building the gardens,
AmeriCorps workers cleared eight
vacant lots and cleaned out a small
greenhouse at East St. Louis Senior
High School.

his home.
Davis, 63, said that while A meri-
Corps workers cleared the ground,
he planted the garden himself,
“They gave me some seeds. I
haven’t seen them since,” he said.

about $1,200. Those who stjck with
the program for a full year algo gEt a
$4,725 grant for college tition.
Belleville Area College and the
Franklin Neighborhood Association
administer the Belleville program,

PARK CLEANUP: Kim Dammerich, an AmeriCorps worker, cleans up brush in Rotary Park in Belleville
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“We thought the city and state
would help us out with things, but
we found the opposite to be true,” he
said.

Much of the $30,000 allocated for
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he planted the garden himself.
“They gave me some seeds. I
haven’t seen them since,” he said.

Belleville Area College and the
Franklin Neighborhood Association
administer the Belleville program,

we found the opposite to be true,” he
said.
Much of the $30,000 allocated for

Jim Williams, 19, of Belleville,
tutored students at West Junior High
School.

“Out of 56 kids, 36 improved
their grades,” said Williams, a BAC
student. “Our goal for the whole
(program) was 50 percent, so in our
group we did better, and that meant
a lot to us”

Williams is working this summer
at the Abraham Lincoln day camp,
helping with activities and play-
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ground supervision. For him, Ameri- _ _ﬁpn'

Corps provided an opportunity to do
community service and earn money
for college.

“It really helps a lot,)” said
Williams, who plans to major in
business at Southeast Missouri
State. “I wouldn’t be able to afford
to go away to school without that.”
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grown again, and a second green-
house project in Kenneth Hall Park
has barely been touched.

A plan to sell the vegetables from
the gardens was scuttled when it was
learned that the gardens could not be
placed on public land.

Homeowners who later agreed to
have gardens planted on their lots
said they were unwilling to tend the
plots, only to sec the produce
trucked off for sale.

“I'm not selling this stuff)” said
the Rev. Johnny Davis, who said he
daily weeds a 50- by-20-foot garden
on 8th Street around the corner from
his home.

Davis, 63, said that while Ameri-
Corps workers cleared the ground,
he planted the garden himself,

“They gave me some seeds. |
haven’t seen them since,” he said.

Belleville and East St. Louis have
the only AmeriCorps programs in
the metro-east; there are 22 pro-
grams in Illinois.

Cities must apply for AmeriCorps
grants. The applications are evaluat-
ed and approved by commissions set
up by the government. The amount
of money cities receive is deter-
mined by how much they ask for in
their applications, and how well they
make their cases.

Full-time workers are paid mini-
mum wage of $4.25 an hour or
slightly higher and receive health
insurance coverage for a year worth
about $1,200. Those who stick with
the program for a full year also get a
$4,725 grant for college tuition.

Belleville Area College and the
Franklin Neighborhood Association
administer the Belleville program,

if all the education grants are used.
The program’s 26 workers have per-
formed a variety of neighborhood
improvement projects and worked as
tutors in Belleville schools. Its
director, Jody Lauf, earns $23,000 a
year.

“Obviously this is taxpayer mon-
ey that is going into the project, but
it's a program in which taxpayers
can actually see things that are being
accomplished,” Lauf said.

Wallace said he didn’t plan how
to obtain equipment — such as gar-
den tractors and back hoes — when
he wrote the project’s grant applica-
tion.

“We thought the city and state
would help us out with things, but
we found the opposite to be true,” he
said.

Much of the $30,000 allocated for
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expanded to $575 million and
33,000 workers next year, while
Grassley and others in Congress
want it killed.

Overhead has been estimated as
high as 50 percent, although local
programs claim only 10 percent of
their money goes for administration.

And the cost to field each worker,
originally estimated at $13,000 to
$15,000, has escalated to $27,000,
according to a report by the General
Accounting Office.

“Taxpayers are paying far more
for this program than advertised”
Grassley said.

AmeriCorps officials disagree.

“This is community service,” said
Joel Berg, director of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Ameri-
Corps division. “It’s not just a feel-
good plan to change the world. It’s
supposed to change the people who
participate, and not all of them are
poor.”’

Community gardens

A small garden in Rush City that
was supposed to provide fresh veg-
etables for neighborhood residents
has been abandoned and is over-
grown with weeds. A “no trespass-
ing” sign was posted after it was
learned the garden mistakenly was
placed on public land.

Behind the Lessie Bates Davis
Neighborhood House, another gar-
dening effort has failed. A few cab-
bages can be seen in it, but little

Belleville

Continued from 1A

The program has been criticized
by some as an expensive govern-
ment make-work project with few
accomplishments, but others defend
it.

“We've increased our park
acreage by over 66 percent in the
past two years, but our manpower
has not increased, so we've been
stretched,” Parks Director Gary
Hopfinger said. “The AmeriCorps
people have helped us keep the rub-
ber band from breaking.”

Working along with Dammerich
were Chris Meyer and Becky Soppe,
both 18 of Belleville. They did the
work by hand — with clippers and
saws — to keep from damaging
heavy equipment and to allow recy-
cling of concrete, conduit and steel
beams left by a construction compa-
ny years ago.

About 20,000 people nationwide
work in the AmeriCorps program,
including 14 full-timers and 12 part-
timers in Belleville. They’re paid
minimum wage of $4.25 an hour or
clioghthr hinhar _ Rallaswrilla wrnrlrarn

was planted there.

These and 13 other gardens are
the most visible results of the horti-
culture program funded by Ameri-
Corps.

Twenty-nine workers were hired
for the East St. Louis program,
which began Oct. 3. Nine workers
later were shifted to a separate flood
control program.

As the program nears the end of
its first year, the 15 gardens built by
AmeriCorps workers have been
turned over to residents to tend.
Many have been overtaken by
weeds.

Lacking equipment and supplies,
workers now spend much of their
time mowing grass, pruning trees or
picking up trash. They quit at noon
on hot days. During the winter, they
sat in their office at State Communi-
ty College with little to do.

“Because of the obstacles, we did
not accomplish what we set out to
do in our first year,” said Wallace,
who earns $45,000 a year.

“People think we got a wheel-bar-
row full of cash down here that we
just frittered away, but it just isn’t
true. I think we've done pretty well
considering the circumstances,” he
said.

Besides building the gardens,
AmeriCorps workers cleared eight
vacant lots and cleaned out a small
greenhouse at East St. Louis Senior
High School.

But some of the lots are over-
grown again, and a second green-
house project in Kenneth Hall Park
has barely been touched.

A plan to sell the vegetables from
the gardens was scuttled when it was
learned that the gardens could not be
placed on public land.

Homeowners who later agreed to
have gardens planted on their lots
said they were unwilling to tend the
plots, only to sec the produce
trucked off for sale.

“I’'m not selling this stuff” said
the Rev. Johnny Davis, who said he
daily weeds a 50- by-20-foot garden
on 8th Street around the corner from
his home.

Davis, 63, said that while Ameri-
Corps workers cleared the ground,
he planted the garden himself,

“They gave me some seeds. I
haven’t seen them since,” he said.
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Two local programs

Belleville and East St. Louis have
the only AmeriCorps programs in
the metro-east; there are 22 pro-
grams in [llinois.

Cities must apply for AmeriCorps
grants. The applications are evaluat-
ed and approved by commissions set
up by the government. The amount
of money cities receive is deter-
mined by how much they ask for in
their applications, and how well they
make their cases.

Full-time workers are paid mini-
mum wage of $4.25 an hour or
slightly higher and receive health
insurance coverage for a year worth
about $1,200. Those who stick with
the program for a full year also get a
$4,725 grant for college tuition.

Belleville Area College and the
Franklin Neighborhood Association
administer the Belleville program,

which is budgeted to cost $375,000
if all the education grants are used.
The program’s 26 workers have per-
formed a variety of neighborhood
improvement projects and worked as
tutors in Belleville schools: Its
director, Jody Lauf, earns $23,000 a
year.

“Obviously this is taxpayer mon-
ey that is going into the project, but
it's a program in which taxpayers
can actually see things that are being
accomplished,” Lauf said.

Wallace said he didn’t plan how
to obtain equipment — such as gar-
den tractors and back hoes — when
he wrote the project’s grant applica-
tion.

“We thought the city and state
would help us out with things, but
we found the opposite to be true,” he
said.

Much of the $30,000 allocated for

course at Southern Illinois Universi-
ty at Edwardsville.

“It's hard making ends meet on
minimum wage, but it’s been worth
it,” said Pace, who plans to start a
landscaping business.

Mike Smith, 48, of East St. Louis’
said criticism of the program’s
$27,000 per worker estimated cost is
unwarranted.

“That ain’t no money for what
we're doing,” Smith said last week
while using a chainsaw to cut tree
limbs in Kenneth Hall Park.

Wallace said the program should
not be judged on its accomplish-
ments but on how it has benefited
the participants.

“These people have learned
responsibility. They’ve learned what
a hard job it is to plant a garden,” he
said. “They are better off for it. It’s
better than having them on welfare.
Is it better to be sitting around doing
nothing or picking up trash?”

rps worker, cleans up brush in Rotary Park in Belleville

“It's Peace Corps work,
but we're doing it in our
own communities, which
makes a lot of sense to
me. It’s not just another
handout program.”

— Corky Smith, Belleville
AmeriCorps worker

scaper.

“This is the best job I've ever
had” Dammerich said, who also has
worked in a dental lab, floral shop
and fast-food restaurant. “I’m help-
ing my community. I'm helping my
country. It’s really raised my self-
esteem. It’s really raised my con-
sciousness about the community.”

Another effort was renovating a
dilapidated building near Franklin
School and turning it into a public
computer center. Private contractors
and neighborhood residents volun-
teered on weekends, but Ameri-
Corps served as the daily work
force.

“They did all the tear-out,” said
Mark Eckert, executive director of
the Franklin Neighborhood Commu-
nity Association. “They did all the
dry-walling. They did all the paint-
ing. They did all the insulating. They
did a lot of work there.”

The center is set to open in
August with 30 computers donated
by Anheuser-Busch,

A block away, an AmeriCorps
crew worked with neighborhood

familiee ta canvert a vacant lat



About 20,000 people nationwide
work in the AmeriCorps program,
including 14 full-timers and 12 part-
timers in Belleville. They’re paid
minimum wage of $4.25 an hour or
slightly higher — Belleville workers
get $4.38 an hour — and earn edu-
cational grants of $4,725 for a year
of full-time service.

Most of the Belleville workers are
local residents, ranging from recent
high school graduates to middle-age
changing careers. Nearly 80 people
applied, filling out a lengthy appli-
cation that included essay questions
on why they wanted to serve.

“We were looking for people who
had some interest in the community,
people who we thought were com-
mitted to service,” said Director
Jody Lauf of Belleville Area Col-

ege. ;

BAC is administering a $269,000
federal grant for Belleville’s Ameri-
Corps pr which could
increase to $375,000 if all the work-
ers use their education money.

The grant was obtained after a
joint application was submitted by
BAC, Belleville School District 118
and the Franklin and Abraham Lin-
coln neighborhood associations.
About $35,000 in matching funds
was provided by the city, state and
private donors.

“It’s Peace Corps work, but we’re
doing it in our own communities,
which makes a lot of sense to me,”
said Corky Smith, 46, of Belleville,
an AmeriCorps worker. “It’s not just
another handout program.”

Smith, a former property manager
who wants to go into a field of com-
munity service, said it’s difficult to
make ends meet on the AmeriCorps
stipend, but the work is rewarding.

“I’m recapturing some of the ide-
alism I had as a young man,” he said.
Recently, Smith and Patricia Had-
den, 42, of Shiloh, an Air Force

“We were looking for peo-
ple who had some interest
in the community, people
who we thought were
committed to service.”

— Director Jody Lauf
Belleville AmeriCorps

retiree, were making home visits to
elderly people in Belleville to identi-
fy those with safety concerns or spe-
cial needs. The survey results will be
passed on to BAC’s Programs and
Services for Older Persons.

“Every once in a while, you come
in contact with ... a senior citizen
who needs help — a lot of help —
and they don’t know what services
are available. That’s what this pro-
gram is all about,” said Smith, who

- works in the public safety category.

Another safety project was help-
ing to enforce a city requirement
that all residences have address
numbers so emergency vehicles can
find them.

AmeriCorps workers went door-
to-door on 156 streets in the target

RENOVATED: Director Jody Lauf in new computer center

neighborhoods, bringing 121 homes
and apartments into compliance.

Public safety is one of four cate-
gories in the AmeriCorps program,
along with education, human needs
and environment (Belleville has the
first three).

Members of the education team
have spent most of their time in
schools tutoring students, helping in
libraries and working at summer day
camps. In some cases, this fills gaps
left by state cuts in education fund-
ing.

Jim Williams, 19, of ]
tutored students at West Ju
School.

“Out of 56 kids, 36
their grades,” said Willian
student. “Our goal for t
(program) was 50 percent
group we did better, and
a lot to us”

Williams is working th
at the Abraham Lincoln
helping with activities
ground supervision. For hi
Corps provided an opport
community service and e
for college.

“It .really helps a
Williams, who plans to
business at Southeast
State. “I wouldn’t be abl
to go away to school with

The Rotary Park cle
done by people in the hu
category.

Dammerich, a mothe
hopes to use her educatio
take horticulture and
classes. Soppe and M
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{ANUP: Kim Dammerich, an AmeriCorps worker, cleans up brush in Rotary Park in Belleville
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neighborhoods, bringing 121 homes
and apartments into compliance.

Public safety is one of four cate-
gories in the AmeriCorps program,
along with education, human needs
and environment (Belleville has the
first three).

Members of the education team
have spent most of their time in
schools tutoring students, helping in
libraries and working at summer day
camps. In some cases, this fills gaps
left by state cuts in education fund-
ing.

Jim Williams, 19, of Belleville,
tutored students at West Junior High
School. ;

“Out of 56 kids, 36 improved
their grades,” said Williams, a BAC
student. “Our goal for the whole
(program) was 50 percent, so in our
group we did better, and that meant
a lot to us.”

Williams is working this summer
at the Abraham Lincoln day camp,
helping with activities and play-
ground supervision. For him, Ameri-
Corps provided an opportunity to do
community service and earn money
for college.

“It really helps a lot,” said
Williams, who plans to major in
business at Southeast Missouri
State. “I wouldn’t be able to afford
to go away to school without that.”

The Rotary Park cleanup was
done by people in the human needs
category.

Dammerich, a mother of two,
hopes to use her educational grant to
take horticulture and computer
classes. Soppe and Meyer just
recently graduated from high
school. She plans to become an Eng-
lish teacher; he wants to be a land-
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dilapidated building near Franklin
School and furning it into a public
computer center. Private contractors
and neighborhood residents volun-
teered on weekends, but Ameri-
Corps served as the daily work
force.

“They did all the tear-out,” said
Mark Eckert, executive director of
the Franklin Neighborhood Commu-
nity Association. “They did all the
dry-walling. They did all the paint-
ing. They did all the insulating. They
did a lot of work there.” -

The center is set to open in
August with 30 computers donated
by Anheuser-Busch.

A block away, an AmeriCorps
crew worked with neighborhood
families to convert a vacant lot
owned by St. Paul United Church of
Christ into a community garden.

The garden teaches children how
to grow vegetables, encourages resi-
dents to function as a team and pro-
vides a symbol of hope in a neigh-
borhood that once was deteriorating,
Eckert said.

“There’s a great educational mes-
sage coming from that garden,” he
said. “It may not have a huge impact,
but it has a very positive impact.”

Lauf, the program supervisor,
predicted that most participants will
continue their educations once
they’re through in the program
because of the “blood, sweat and
tears” involved in earning the grants.

“After working for a year to get
their grants, I think these people are
far more likely to make better use of
the education money than someone
who just gets a handout,” she said. |

Several workers said they: will
continue to do community service as
well. 3 _

“I think working for AmeriCorps
will make us more likely to work as
volunteers in the future,” Soppe
said. “We see how much you can get
done by volunteering. We see how
good it makes you feel.”
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Editorial-Page Editor r & p O
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To the Editor: e =

The recent article by George Pawlaczyk --- and accompanying editorial and
cartoon --- on the USDA-sponsored AmeriCorps project in East St. Louis and Belleville
contained many serious inaccuracies and omissions.

Last Fall, your paper also ran a negative article on the project --- also by Mr.
Pawlaczyk --- that inaccurately reported that the program started without the proper
tools and that severely misquoted AmeriCorps Members. Subsequent to publication
of that original story, my staff and | each made individual site visits to the project.
We discovered first-hand th%%‘roject is "getting things done" while strengthening the
community, expanding educational opportunity, and encouraging personal
responsibility.

~——— When | learned a number of weeks ago that Mr. Pawlaczyk was preparing

anotmairly “and inaccurately attacking the programy | called him

immediately. Upon my request, he called me at home that Sunday and we spoke for
over an hour. In our conversation, he admitted the bias of both himself and his editor,
saying that neither of them personally believe that East St.Louis needs either more
gardens or more trees.

It seemed clear in our conservation that he had made his mind up that the
whole idea for the program was stupid and that his article would say so, regardless
of the facts presented by myself or anyone else. Still, at a few points during our
conservation, he admitted that he had misunderstood a few things about the program
before speaking to me and that he would correct those issues in his article;
unfortunately, his final article mclud%d ﬁslmost all of those mistaken ideas m

L W GtV T g

For example, during olr conversatlon, Mr. Pawlaczyk admitted to me that he
knew that preliminary cost estimates leaked to the media by Congressional opponents
of AmeriCorps were false, nyt he included these numbers in his article as if they were
fact. The truth is that each AmeriCorps Members ¢osts at most $21,000 per year,
including a $4,725 educationalgyvard to be used for further college or job training.
This per-member figure is $6,000 less per year than the figure reported by your
newspaper.



In addition, the article and editorial both:
* Exaggerated the cost of the project by at least $48,000.

* Severely undereported the amount, the complexity, success, and the importance of

the community service performed.
oV

Wil

* Failed to report that the food(gow_m”in the community gardens has been used to help
feed hundreds of low-income families.

* Incorrectly failed to describe the vital planting, outreach, and education service
provided by the AmeriCorps Members throughout the winter.

* Fabricated untrue stories that AmeriCorps Members were paid for quitting early on
hot days.

¥ Claimed erroneously that the project did not have the required tools and equipment.
*&.onfused the reality that the Members are successfully completing the program
N@ ing the Summer with the false notion that they are somehow being laid-off. ;
\ e L i)—’)ﬁ{—{_&WL/Q M,W._,-_:-/\_Aiﬁ,#\w ol iRy O B
The truth is that the AmejriCorps Members worked hard throughout the Winter
and Summer providing vital services to the people of East St. Louis and Belleville. The
truth is the project correctly spen'udget d to it. The truth is that Belleville
and East St. Louis have both significantly—benefited \from the service of the
AmeriCorps Members.

In our conversation, Mr. Pawlaczyk promised his article would include full
’2 coverage of the flood-relief work performed by the USDA AmeriCorps crew serving
“in Belleville. However, his lengthy article only included one eleven-word sentence on
} «-fﬁot)' that his article did not seriously describe the flood relief work
for two reasons: 1) describing such obviously worthwhile work would undermine his
assignment to prove AmeriCorps was a "boondoggle,"” and 2) focusing on Belleville
--- where the your paper’s readers live --- would hold your paper much greater
reader scrutiny over the accuracy of your claims.

N Had the article been fair, it would have reported that the USDA AmeriCorps
L ' crew based in Bellevill\4,000 feet of stream and land adjoining Bluff Road, which
suffered from massive flooding in 1993. Among other things, the AmeriCorps
Members surveyed the area, drew survey_charty removed trees that would interfere

with the stabilization work, cut out dkches and removed silt, and placed "filter fabric"

and rip—reeks-in the stream to prevent\future flooding and erosion. This service was
performed far more cheaply by the AmeriCorps crew than had it been performed by

government employees or private contractors. V\\
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Mr. Pawlaczyk also failed to report a very moving story from my site visit to the
project, which | related to him in our conversation. In June, | travelled to a project
sifefCenterville, where the AmeriCorps Members were working to create a park on
land that had been donated by a mother in memory of her son that had been recently
shot. On that day, a mostly white group of about 15 7th-and 8th-grade volunteers
from St. Phillips Church in Belleville worked alongside the mostly African-American
AmeriCorps Members from E. St. Louis building a playground in that new park. This
day provided a inspiring testament not only to AmeriCorps’ ability to bring people
together across racial lines, but how AmeriCorps boosts local volunteer efforts and
and empowers local communities.

The true facts are clear. AmeriCorps is cost-effective. AmeriCorps rewards
work instead of welfare. AmeriCorps renews the spirit of community involvement
that made Amer€orps great.

| simply hope that when the News-Democrat covers this issue in the futureq,
it reports the facts -- and only the facts.

Sincerely,
Joel Berg

Director of National Service
United States Department of Service
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From: 1 National Service

Toz jberg
Date: 8/8/95 12:45pm
Subject: meeting with Congressional Hunger Ctr

Do you want me to invite the DC Service Corps (Carolyn/Robin) to
Thursday’s meeting with Max et al from the Congressional Hunger
Center? I think it would probably be a good idea.

Please advise so I can call DCSC this afternoon.

Donna



Phone 618-271-9540

Fa 271-2937
Agust 1, 1995
To: Jay Toscano, CNS
From: Joel Berg, USDA
Subject: Newspaper in St. Louis Suburb Does Hatchet Job on E. St. Louis Project

Background:

Yesterday, the Belleville News-Democrat, a newsppaer based in an lllinois
suburb of St. Louis, ran a highly negative artcile on the USDA East Louis project, a
mixed artcile on a state-commission funded project in Belleville, a negative editorial
on AmeriCoprs in general, and a negative cartoon about AmeriCorpss.

This same paper ran a highly innacurate articile last Fall claiming by George
Pawlacyz that the East. St. Louis project started without the proper tools and
misquoting many members of the program. At the time, the project responded with
a strongly worded letter-to-the-editor correcting the facts.

Subsequent to publication of this original story, my staff and | each made
individual site visits to the project. We discoverd first-hand that --- although the
project is not one of our strongest and is inlikely to be renewed by us --- it is following
the basic legal and programatic requirments of AmeriCorps.

The latest stories, editorial, and cartoon prove that News-Democrat is enaged
in a unfair campaign to smear both AmeriCorps and the people of East St. Louis,
building upon the long-standing racial and political rivalries between East St. Louis and
Belleville. The paper has been clear to me that there is no clear division between their
news department and their editorial department; therefore, it is no coincidence that
the articles, the editorial, and the cartoon appearded on the same day.

When | found out from your staff three weeks ago on a Friday aftternoon that
the same reporter who did the first piece (George Pawlaczyk) was doing a story on
the GAO report, | was suspicious and called the Pawlaczyk immeidately and left him
a message to call me at home on the weekned before he filed his story.

He called me at home that Sunday and we spoke for over an hour. In our
conversation, the reporter admitted the bias of both him and his editooer, tyelli gme
that neither of them believe that East St Louis needed either more gardens or more



trees. He also implied that neither he nor his editor believes that East St. Louis could
governitself and that any government agencies or community groups in East St. Louis
were inherantly corrupt. (It took his comments to be patronizing at best, racist at
worst). Throughout our conversation, he took the role of giving me his opinions rather
than actively requesting facts.

Facts the Reporter Knew But Refused to Include:

Even though the reporter spoke to your staff, he apparantly used no information
from CNS. Even though | spoke with him for over an hour --- carefully correcting
many of his untrue stateemnts to me --- he included only a one line quote from me
taken out of context.

During our cobnversation, he even agreed to and acceopted my corrections, but
his final artcile did not include them.

| read him the entire third quarter report for the site, outling all our projects.
First, he disputedx the acuuracy of the reports. After | insisted that | discovered on
my site visits that the accomplsihments were real, he simply siad he would have to
re-visit the sitesx to determine the accuracy of the accomplishments. Refused to
belive that used for food

When | pointed out that he was ignoring the nine-person crew focusing on
flood-relief, he admitted that this crew was doiung better work that than the
gardening crews and soon he would visit the flood relief sites. Even though fully one-
third of the members and the service at the site focused on vital flood-relief projects,
the extesnive final artcile only included a one sentance, ellven word, reference to flood
relief. It is clear that his article did not seriously describe the flood relif work simply
because such work might put the program in a positive light. Bluff road in Belleveville
hit by flodding of 1933; to prevent furure floding and stabiluize streambank and
raodban; surveyed broh sides of streemabk, draw out surevey xwork, removed trees
that woukld interfee with stabilization work, with backhoe cutting dicthes out and
removing silt, ames steam run faster, run filter fabric on base of stream, place rocks
on top of this, also did this in the fall. Gbaian baiskets galvenized aluminium sveral
thouand feet, 4,000 feet

I made it clear to him repeatedly that AmeriCoprs was not a "jobs." program,
yet his artcile repeatedly refers to it as such.

During our convseration, the reporter claimed he he has "spied" on our
members during trhe day and that they were loafing, | challenged him to provide

names or photos so that we could take action. He backed-off this challenge.

| repeatedly urged him to interview local elected officials or community leaders



who supported our project. He refsued, essentially claiming that any leader in east.
St. Louis would obviously lie to protecxt any program in East St. Louis.

He again challnegd the need for gardens or tree planting in East St. Louis. |
responded that AmeriCoprs-created community gardens often aslo reduce crime --- as
ours did in Chicago --- and that a USDA study in Chicago proved both the
environmental and economic benefits of urban tree-planting. He also chose not to use
any of this information.

| also urged him to report on one of the sites best projects, a highly moving
service which | witnessed first-hand. In a small-town visaiting Centerville, Bluff Road,
McNeil park, to AmeriCopprsp, playground St. Phillips Church Bellevue, 15 7th and
8th graders, '

29 Team - Beelvelii Team is none

22 gardens --
Only one ro two ouit of 22 no one using

Many of gradens in one prdocuring

All but one hasbeen turned ovwer

One 1/2 acree --
Tomoayso, cabbage, collared greens, squash, green beans, peppers, ockra, eggplant,
cabbage, luettuce, turnups, tomatoes, spinach
Two rothree whellborows -thhe or four food apanties
Lesslie Bates Center 130 peoople fed
Spring, summert fall,
through Fall

Ran ad in East St. Louis Monitor --- papper out of $75,000 --- citziens apllication 30
Or 35 people applied a-- people who have garden requestdec byt Rev Davis

Selecte 15 - sent letter out

Reverand davis just wnated garden tilled-- just wanted seeds -- ddin’t eant help
Had to public land --- church groups, boy scouts, menatl group



Secured rightsx to mainatin and take care of it
We never agreed we would maintyain the lots

Wet spring and early, hot JUlyu, residents not do this
12-15 gardens out of 21 - harvesting

Lovejoy is biggest gardem - an acre -- feeding 150 tO 200 people --- well over 100
people --- tilled gardem twice, leped them lay it out, priovdued with seeds, plantsm,
mulcj, and insectcide, fertilziers, kept grasdx down, createc mulch maintainance,
trained by hortioculture council

AM Jackson Grade School - 1/3 acre -- from plans, Winter group of stdeunts -- 20-30
kids learned AmeriCioprs Members, stduents cma eover at your greenhouse, same
stuff at college, distributed to ciztyiens around school

4-H Garden - 1/4 acre- manged by 4-H club, tilled, plan, weeded, played-out that
garden

4-H club, public grade schools, high scvhool, three gardesn for ESL Menatl health,
granite senior senior cirzien center used greenhouse for stuff
Not opickuing yup

10- Half are in Jones Park - Cutting trees, cutti htmr up a,nf removing, dead and
dengerous , 30 treees, if park had to apy for it $700 dollars a tree

removing 30-r 40 trees, chainsawa

removed small tree from 1,000 feet of lake for scvenci puroposes and fgishing
3-4 work on gharden on campus

1-3 keeping flowe beds, pruning, some mowung

Rest to assigned to gardens, to campus,, park, ots, AmerioCoprs Members teachimg
mental health apteintsd how to work in garden

Cleaned-up 12 lots, not 8 ; 20 was gaol



Put ad in paper, 50 request, publiclly-owned, or for publuc use
juknk, dead trees, garbage, removed trees

area area on some places, flowersd, trres

Planted 64 trees on campus,
50 shrubs, Campus used to community

5 flowe beeds, 6,000 folwers

Assiuited 15-20 acres

False Claim:

a
The Truth:
a
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a
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a
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a
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Ignored church group
Money - Total cost?
$75,000

45,000 salary, no one else hired
rest to equipment or supplies

283,000 in-kind
29 Members, started with 30
Started with 20, flood reaM

Flodd -relif work.

Weeds
Weeds in garden ireelavnt - nothiong

Okra lants placed late--- did not die

How much food grown and given out?




Ignored church group

Money - Total cost?

$75,000

39,000 from Nov. 15- End 95

45,000 salary, no one else hired
rest to equipment or supplies

283,000 in-kind
29 Members, started with 30

Started with 20, flood reaM

Weeds
Weeds in garden ireelavnt - nothiong

Okra lants placed late--- did not die

How much food grown and given out?

130 people benefists from food or produce

Have all absic equipmenty

Workers were in training during winter -- If they don;t show up, they don’t get

Got plants started on campus and Jones Parks -- Grew thousands of 3,000 -4,000,
timatioes peepers, cabbage, colards, watermellons, cucumber

Worked with school -

Worked with agrdeners and met with lots - Met with over 150 people
Low plans dr and garden plans

TRansfferdc ollege blueprontsa and aldbscpae onto compyer disks -suing CAD
compuer-assites drafted; profrssional drawinbg to scale, mod4rnizing energeering
updte by campus, tens of thoiusands to have



Planted tress in January 64 most in late Wiunter -- fed. <March
8 went on site investigations, measure dsites, ti prepare site plans for agrdens in sun
a rain rain

Drew up lanscaping

How many times sent home?

Sent home during summert because its too hot --- During "heat alerts"
Sent home early -dsiciplined abnd snet ho,me earyly, not paid wehen sent
8-4 normals hours

7-2 instead - no one left off at noon

Equipment Now: Pushcased, borrowed, of received in contributiosn

Equipoment: Tractor with bush hog, tarctor with a ytiller, or bobcat,--- have borrowed
15 days worth and rented 17 fyas

Not paid for hours

102 and 103

What equipment is lacking?

No Lay-off: 15 Members rweached their 1,812 hours will reach in Agust.
and of September
Curewent 9 are part-time

Rush: Paertnership Newspirit - Not mistakingly learned it was placed in public land;
No tresspassing sig there; not part of objectives

Lessie Bates; Kids puilled-up some plants, re-planted



Continuing to work on gardens because they lack equipment or sipplies

How many days in the winter were in training or service?

15 gardens was objectives = really 21 gardens

More than eight - 20 lots, not including agrdens

Clearned out a small green hourse - 30 x 60 = 1,800 ft

No in operation, removed a dumptrcuk load of debris, remoived brick floor up, raplced
all the bricks, raplced all the becn work and rpalced beneches, removed rusated water
syetm, new plastci, replaced cvooliong system, t\repaired furnaces

Functing schoolhouse- use uit for claases - hotriculturem--- all done during winter
cooloing sytem is done -- all done

Kenneth Hallpark (Jones Park) - 24x96 = 2,300 sq feet= cleaned up completely,
took roof off, -repainted wood supports, painted those new studs along the side; in
process in re-panleing ; prdouce stuff rather than but them

Small greenhourse of Community collegeu sed to start - cleaned-up and gre plant
a,meerasil

Never had to sell vegatbales -- Told them they could esll them to Wic program -
Reverand Davis giving it to Parishionmers ---

Did palnm for it that tracots and backhoes not a ptoeblm -- not state on property
No mey spent on gasoline

Of 30,000 of operations equipement

Frustraitions, noty "failures"

Directror says he consider sit a disappoint ment, all the equipmewnt

How We Intend to Respond

a

Qouted taken Jnauary physical work outside, to December
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August 4, 1995

To: Jeane Bradner

From: Joel Berg

22 pages, including this cover

| thought you might want to see this information about the
USDA AmeriCorps project in East St. Louis and Belleville




UNITED
STATES
DEPARTMENT

OF AGRICULTURE

August 4, 1995

Letter to the Editor

The Belleville News-Democrat
P.O. Box 427

Belleville, lllinois 62222

To the Editor:

The recent article by George Pawlaczyk --- and accompanying editorial and
cartoon --- on the USDA-sponsored AmeriCorps project in East St. Louis and Belleville
contained many serious inaccuracies and omissions.

Last Fall, your paper also ran a negative article on the project --- also by Mr.
Pawlaczyk --- that inaccurately reported that the program started without the proper
tools and that misquoted AmeriCorps Members. Subsequent to publication of that
original story, my staff and | each made individual site visits to the project. We
discovered first-hand that the project is "getting things done" while strengthening the
communities, expanding educational opportunity, and encouraging personal
responsibility.

When | learned a number of weeks ago that Mr. Pawlaczyk was preparing
another story on the project, | called him immediately. Upon my request, he called me
at home that Sunday and we spoke for over an hour. In our conversation, he
admitted the bias of both himself and his editor, saying that neither of them personally
believe that East St.Louis needs either more gardens or more trees.

It seemed clear in our conservation that he had made his mind up that the
whole idea for the program was stupid and that his article would say so, regardless
of the facts presented by myself or anyone else. Still, at a few points during our
conservation, he admitted that he had misunderstood a few things about the program
before speaking to me and that he would correct those issues in his article;
unfortunately, his final article included almost all of his original, mistaken ideas.

For example, during our conversation, Mr. Pawlaczyk admitted to me that he
knew that preliminary cost estimates leaked to the media by Congressional opponents
of AmeriCorps were false, yet he included these numbers in his article as if they were
fact. The truth is that each USDA AmeriCorps Member in Southern lllinois costs
Federal taxpayers a maximum of $21,000 per year, including a $4,725 educational
award to be used to pay for college or job training. This per member figure is $6,000
less per year than the figure reported by your newspaper.



In addition, the article and editorial both:
* Exaggerated the cost of the project by at least $48,000.

* Severely underreported the amount, the complexity, success, and the importance
of the community service tasks performed.

* Failed to report that food grown in the community gardens has been used to help
feed hundreds of low-income families.

* Incorrectly failed to describe the vital planting, outreach, and education service
provided by the AmeriCorps Members throughout the winter.

* Fabricated untrue stories that AmeriCorps Members were paid for quitting early on
hot days.

* Claimed erroneously that the project did not have the required tools and equipment.

* Confused the reality that the Members are successfully completing the program and
thus officially terminating their term of service during the Summer with the false
notion that they are somehow being laid-off.

The truth is that the AmeriCorps Members worked hard throughout the year
providing vital services to the people of East St. Louis and Belleville. The truth is the
project correctly spent the budget allotted to it. The truth is that the people of both
Belleville and East St. Louis are benefitting greatly from AmeriCorps.

In our conversation, Mr. Pawlaczyk promised his article would include full
coverage of the flood-relief work performed by the USDA AmeriCorps crew serving
in Belleville. However, his lengthy article only included one sentence on flood relief.
| believe that his article did not seriously describe the flood relief work for two
reasons: 1) describing such obviously worthwhile work would undermine his
assignment to prove AmeriCorps was a "boondoggle," and 2) focusing on Belleville
--- where your paper’s readers live --- would allow your readers to learn for themselves
that the article was inaccurate.

Had the article been fair, it would have reported that the USDA AmeriCorps
crew based in Belleville stabilized 4,000 feet of stream and land adjoining Bluff Road,
which suffered from massive flooding in 1993. Among other things, the AmeriCorps
Members surveyed the area, drew engineering charts, removed trees that would
interfere with the stabilization work, cut out ditches and removed silt, and placed
"filter fabric" and "riprap"” in the stream to prevent future flooding and erosion. This
service was performed far more cheaply by the AmeriCorps crew than if it had been
performed by government employees or private contractors.



Y

Mr. Pawlaczyk also failed to report a very moving story from my site visit to the
project, which | related to him in our conversation. In June, | travelled to a project
site Centreville, where the AmeriCorps Members were working to create a park on
land that had been donated by a mother in memory of her son that had been recently
shot. On that day, a mostly white group of about 15 volunteers from the 7th and 8th
grades from St. Phillips Church in Belleville worked alongside the mostly African-
American AmeriCorps Members from East St. Louis. Together, they constructed an
entire playground for that new park. This day provided a inspiring testament not only
to AmeriCorps’ ability to bring people together across racial lines, but to AmeriCorps’
success as boosting local volunteer efforts and empowering local communities.

The true facts are clear. AmeriCorps is cost-effective. AmeriCorps rewards
work instead of welfare. AmeriCorps renews the spirit of community involvement
that made this nation great.

I simply hope that when the News-Democrat covers this issue in the future, it
reports the facts --- and only the facts.

Sincerely,
el Berg

irector of Natibnal Service
United States Departmentof Agriculture



08/04/85 13:30 202 702 4614 USDA NAT SER OFF @oo1

ACTIVITY REPORT

TRANSMISSION OK

TX/RX NO. 5047
CONNECTION TEL 916182349597
CONNECTION ID G3
START TIME 0804 13:28
LSAGE TIME 02°09

PAGES 3




AMERICORPS /USDA FAX

TO: Belleville News-Democrat
Letters to the Editor

From: Joel Berg, Director of National Service W\
U.S. Department of Agriculture

4 pages, including this cover

Hard copy to follow in mail



UNITED
STATES
DEPARTMENT

OF AGRICULTURE

August 4, 1995

Letter to the Editor

The Belleville News-Democrat
P.O. Box 427

Belleville, lllinois 62222

To the Editor:

The recent article by George Pawlaczyk --- and accompanying editorial and
cartoon --- on the USDA-sponsored AmeriCorps project in East St. Louis and Belleville
contained many serious inaccuracies and omissions.

Last Fall, your paper also ran a negative article on the project --- also by Mr.
Pawlaczyk --- that inaccurately reported that the program started without the proper
tools and that misquoted AmeriCorps Members. Subsequent to publication of that
original story, my staff and | each made individual site visits to the project. We
discovered first-hand that the project is "getting things done" while strengthening the
communities, expanding educational opportunity, and encouraging personal
responsibility.

When | learned a number of weeks ago that Mr. Pawlaczyk was preparing
another story on the project, | called him immediately. Upon my request, he called me
at home that Sunday and we spoke for over an hour. In our conversation, he
admitted the bias of both himself and his editor, saying that neither of them personally
believe that East St.Louis needs either more gardens or more trees.

It seemed clear in our conservation that he had made his mind up that the
whole idea for the program was stupid and that his article would say so, regardless
of the facts presented by myself or anyone else. Still, at a few points during our
conservation, he admitted that he had misunderstood a few things about the program
before speaking to me and that he would correct those issues in his article;
unfortunately, his final article included almost all of his original, mistaken ideas.

For example, during our conversation, Mr. Pawlaczyk admitted to me that he
knew that preliminary cost estimates leaked to the media by Congressional opponents
of AmeriCorps were false, yet he included these numbers in his article as if they were
fact. The truth is that each USDA AmeriCorps Member in Southern lllinois costs
Federal taxpayers a maximum of $21,000 per year, including a $4,725 educational
award to be used to pay for college or job training. This per member figure is $6,000
less per year than the figure reported by your newspaper.



In addition, the article and editorial both:
* Exaggerated the cost of the project by at least $48,000.

* Severely underreported the amount, the complexity, success, and the importance
of the community service tasks performed.

* Failed to report that food grown in the community gardens has been used to help
feed hundreds of low-income families.

* Incorrectly failed to describe the vital planting, outreach, and education service
provided by the AmeriCorps Members throughout the winter.

* Fabricated untrue stories that AmeriCorps Members were paid for quitting early on
hot days.

* Claimed erroneously that the project did not have the required tools and equipment.

* Confused the reality that the Members are successfully completing the program and
thus officially terminating their term of service during the Summer with the false
notion that they are somehow being laid-off.

The truth is that the AmeriCorps Members worked hard throughout the year
providing vital services to the people of East St. Louis and Belleville. The truth is the
project correctly spent the budget allotted to it. The truth is that the people of both
Belleville and East St. Louis are benefitting greatly from AmeriCorps.

In our conversation, Mr. Pawlaczyk promised his article would include full
coverage of the flood-relief work performed by the USDA AmeriCorps crew serving
in Belleville. However, his lengthy article only included one sentence on flood relief.
| believe that his article did not seriously describe the flood relief work for two
reasons: 1) describing such obviously worthwhile work would undermine his
assignment to prove AmeriCorps was a "boondoggle," and 2) focusing on Belleville
--- where your paper’s readers live --- would allow your readers to learn for themselves
that the article was inaccurate.

Had the article been fair, it would have reported that the USDA AmeriCorps
crew based in Belleville stabilized 4,000 feet of stream and land adjoining Bluff Road,
which suffered from massive flooding in 1993. Among other things, the AmeriCorps
Members surveyed the area, drew engineering charts, removed trees that would
interfere with the stabilization work, cut out ditches and removed silt, and placed
"filter fabric" and "riprap” in the stream to prevent future flooding and erosion. This
service was performed far more cheaply by the AmeriCorps crew than if it had been
performed by government employees or private contractors.



Mr. Pawlaczyk also failed to report a very moving story from my site visit to the
project, which | related to him in our conversation. In June, | travelled to a project
site Centreville, where the AmeriCorps Members were working to create a park on
land that had been donated by a mother in memory of her son that had been recently
shot. On that day, a mostly white group of about 15 volunteers from the 7th and 8th
grades from St. Phillips Church in Belleville worked alongside the mostly African-
American AmeriCorps Members from East St. Louis. Together, they constructed an
entire playground for that new park. This day provided a inspiring testament not only
to AmeriCorps’ ability to bring people together across racial lines, but to AmeriCorps’
success as boosting local volunteer efforts and empowering local communities.

The true facts are clear. AmeriCorps is cost-effective. AmeriCorps rewards
work instead of welfare. AmeriCorps renews the spirit of community involvement
that made this nation great.

| simply hope that when the News-Democrat covers this issue in the future, it
reports the facts --- and only the facts.

Sincerely,
el Berg

irector of National Service
United States Departmentof Agriculture



Dear Neighbor:

The East St. Louis Horticulture Council, a consortium of community
groups, agencies, and educational institutions, will be working to
improve at least twenty vacant lots and to establish at least
fifteen community gardens throughout the city, over the next year.
These projects will be completed through the Americorps National
Service Program.

If you are interested in improving vacant property on your block or
in your neighborhood, please complete the attached forms. The
purpose of the program is to involve residents in activities which
will enhance the physical condition of the community. Although
Americorps has provided funds for staff to help with the program,
the Horticulture Council would like to challenge residents to
signup a minimum of four neighbors to participate in the
improvement projects. So, each project which is completed will
involve at least five community residents.

In addition to establishing community gardens, residents may choose
to build a simple vest pocket playground for kids, a grass covered
open field, or some other modest improvement. Whatever your
preference, please note it on the appropriate form along with the
names, addresses, and telephone numbers of neighbors who wish to
participate. You must also get permission from the owner of a
property before any work is done. You may call 874-0312, the
Operation New Spirit Office, to determine who owns the property in
question. Once you know who the owner is, they must give written
permission using the second form enclosed.

Please return this information as soon as possible. If you have

any questions, please contact Rufus Williams or Don wWallace at 583-
2514.

Sincerely,

Rufus Williams
Americorps Co-Director
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Mission Statements

AmeriCorps/USDA

The Mission of the USDA AmeriCorps program is to engage a diverse group
of Americans in working partnerships with communities to provide real and
measurable service to meet environmental and human needs, while earning
education benefits and building an ethic of service, responsibility, and citizenship.

East St. Louis - Lovejoy Environmental Program

The Mission of the East St. Louis - Lovejoy Environmental Program is to be
the national model urban environmental program committed to service, community
development, environmental awareness, education, and excellence through the
building of a network of local, regional, and national partners dedicated to the
rebirth of the East St. Louis - Lovejoy Metro area.

Madison - St. Clair County Flood Restoration

The Mission of the Madison - St. Clair County Flood Restoration Program is
to be the national model flood restoration program committed to improving life
along the counties creeks, streams, and other waterways through physical
improvements, community understanding, and citizen participation with project
members and our team of public and private partners.

YOUR MISSION

Each of us has a mission in life. Often we don't know what it is or have been
told it is not something we can attain. As you begin today, your personal
AmeriCorps mission may not be apparent. But in the days ahead you will find it
and define it. It will be placed here and will replace these words. Because it each
members mission and journey of fulfillment that gives us our essence, our soul.



Vacant Lot Improvement / Community Garden Sign-Up
Sponsored by: The East St. Louis Horticulture Council

Please fill in the following information if you are interested in improving
overgrown vacant lots in your area.

Your Name and Phone Number

Address
1. What would you like to do with the vacant land in your area?
2. If you are interested in developing a garden, is the land suitable for

that purpose?

3. What is the address of the property?

4, Do you have permission to use the land?
(see attached form)

5. what is the name and address of the property owner?
6. How large is the piece of land?
7. Please describe the condition of the property? Was it ever used for

commercial or industrial purposes? explain.

8. How many neighbors are interested in helping with this project?

9. Give the name, address, and telephone number of your neighbors who have
agreed to help with this project. Try to list four.




Letter of Understanding

I (we) as owners of

a certain property located at , East

St. Louis, Illinois do hereby permit the use of this property at no

cost by for the purpose

of developing a (an) . The

use of this property is conditioned on returning this property at
the conclusion of use in an orderly manner. It is further
understood that I (we) shall be held harmless of any actions or
mishaps which may result from use of this property. I understand
that this approval is preliminary and that my (our) final approval

will be sought after a formal plan is proposed.

Agreed to this day of : 19 by

Oowner(s) User(s)
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