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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE  

Natural Resources 
Conservation 
Service 

Room 5404 Federal Building 
700 West Capitol Avenue 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201-3225 

May 20, 1996 

Mr. Joel Berg 
Director of National Service 
USDA AmeriCorps 
14th & Independence SW, Room 538A 
Washington, DC 20250 

Dear Joel, 

This is to inform you that eighteen members of the USDA Rural Development (RD) and the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) AmeriCorps teams, recently responded to the tornado disaster in 
Van Buren, Arkansas, during the week of April 21, 1996. AmeriCorps team members aided the city of Van 
Buren with clearing of channels, roadways, and public areas. AmeriCorps members worked 837 hours 
aiding in the clean-up effort. I want to personally issue my thanks to you and Dee Difiore in securing travel 
funds to make this effort possible. 

Even though motel space was not available, my staff was able to secure lodging at Fort Chaffee in Ft. 
Smith, Arkansas. AmeriCorps team members awoke each moming at 4:30 a.m. and were at the work site 
by 6:30 a.m. Their work day concluded at 6:30 p.m. Even though members put in long hours, their spirit 
never wavered. This speaks highly of the quality of members we have in the program. I continue to hear of 
the positive effort of our members from city officials. I am enclosing an article from the Fort Smith paper 
which recognized the efforts of our AmeriCorps teams. 

RD and NRCS in Arkansas plan to recognize AmeriCorps members by having a cook out and presenting 
each with tokens of our appreciation. It is hoped that you and Dee will be able to attend. You will be 
notified as soon as a date is scheduled. 

Thanks again Joel to you and Dee in making this effort possible. 

Sincerely, 

iiotL) 
THOMAS H. WEHRI 
State Conservationist 

Enclosure 

cc: w/encl. 
Judith K. Johnson, Regional Conservationist, South Central Region, NRCS, Ft. Worth, TX 
Dee Difiore, USDA AmeriCorps, 14th & Independence SW, Room 538A, Washington, DC 20250 
Michael Dunaway, State Executive Director, RD, Little Rock, AR 

The Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, formerly the Soil Conservation 
Service, works hand-in-hand with the 
American people to conserve the natural 
resources on private lands. 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER  AII programs and services of the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service are offered 
on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard 
to race, color, national origin, religion, 
sex, marital status, age, or handicap. 
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• Sixteen Arkansas Ameri­
Corps members are assisting in 
Yan Buren's tornado cleanup 
'.effort. Led by Bruce Leggitt, 
USDA Natural Resources Con­
·s_e,:vation Service program man­
(�ger for Arkansas, Americorps
'members have been working side­
qy-side with NRCS engineers and
·regional staff from the Fort Smith
'�ffice, and city of Van Buren per­
's'onnel.
;l,._Lodging overnight at Fort Chaf­
Jee, AmeriCorps members have
'been removing limbs from
irimmed trees, raking areas. close
·:1:b roadways, and shoveling, piling
1�Dd loading debris into dump
t·iJ i trycks. Much of their work has
��en in Van Buren's Cedar Creek
·residential area.
t:�1 Leggitt said AmeriCorps was
t�ked to participate by NRCS
�?,te Conservationist Tom
:Wehri. AmericaCorps is Presi­
dent Clinton's domestic peace
�orp�, a natio_nal service program.
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AMERICORPS AJDS TORNADO VICTIMS ... The house pictured 
above was just one of manythot received damage from a torMdo that 
hit the Foti Smith\Van Buren Communities recently. The local 
Americorps team recently traveled to the communites to aid the 
tornado victims. The tornado did massive damage that cauHd four 
deaths and destroyed over 200 homes. The Americorps team from 
Holly C,ov� !eft en Tue�do� .. April n ond worked through Friday, 
April 26. The team ;node a vitol lmpoct to the vidim$ by providing 
community service to over 2Q0 fomilies. They worked to�ether ond 
gave major leadership by moving debri$ from domoged house� ond 
streets. Members of the.local Aniericorps'fer:im ore Lindo D. Knox, 
Glorio Wiley, Leroy Foster, Jomes Stewoti, George Phipps, Jr., Woyne 
Beadles, Aerie Cole, Willie Clayborn and Jana Colemo,,. 
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Northec1st Nebraska RC&D 
RR 2 Box.67 
Plainview, NE 68769-9504 
PH 402/582-4866 - FX 402/582-3799 

To: Joel Berg, AmeriCorps/USDA Program Director 

From: Nadene Chavct and Carmen Shaffer, AmeriCorps/Team USDA 

Date: May 20, 1996 

RE: Homestead National Monument of America tornado dehris clean-up 

In response to your request for assistance from AmeriCorps/Team USDA, Mary Rose 
Backhaus, Nadene Chavet, Stephen Cook, Travis Dunekackc, and Carmen Shaffer worked at 
the park May 15 through May 17. While the tornado missed the park buildings, it did 
significant diunagc to the nearby homes in Pioneer Acres. Team members cleaned debris out 
of the tall grass prairie, park fem.:e lines, and ruadsidc ditches resulting from these damaged 
homes. Debris was then hauled to the Beatrice city dump. Mcmhers also replaced the park's 
damaged cast entrance sign temporarily with an old sign until a new one arrives. 

The group worked approximately 18 volunteer hours. By Friday, May 17, eight loads of 
debris had been taken to the dump, totaling about two tons. This debris consisted mostly of 
larger pieces, such as lengths of lumher, plywood with shingles, shcetrock, some tree 
branches, and other miscellaneous items. Members were instructed to save any personal items 
such as photographs so that owners could he located at a later date. 

One member who was unable to do the physical work outdoors assisted in the visitors' center. 
She cataloged slides. did some data entry, handled sales, and operated the video equipment for 
the auditorium. 

Team members appreciated the opportunity to assist in this endeavor. We were proud to be 
ahle to help preserve our national heritage. 

1 he Natural Re!:-011,r,.<·s Cl'nsorvation Service. 
formerly tho Soil Conservi,tion Service, works 
h11nd-in-h1;nd with tho Arni,rir.11n peor,le to 
conserve n11t11ri,I reso\1rcos on privatf! lands. 
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