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City of Cairo

City of Gairo

To: Joel Berg, AmcriCorps

@Fax: 202720 4611

From: City of Cairo

Date:  Tuesday, August 27, 1996 @ 5:57 PM

Re: Lorraine Johnson
FPages 4, Including this

Juel, 1 arn faxing @ one page description of Lorrainc’s accomplishments as an AmeriCorps
Member, Also two relevent news articlcs.
Lorrie Hesselrode will be ynur rantact at City Hall tomorrow. 618 734-4127.

Donna Raynalds




USDA AMERICORPS PROJECTS BENEFITTING CAIRO, ILLINOIS

On Friday, August 30, President Clinton is scheduled to make a speech in front of the public
library in Cairo, Illinois. He should be aware that USDA has sponsored two AmeriCorps
projects that have significantly benefitted Cairo: a year-long literacy and youth activities project
and summer food recovery project.

USDA has specifically placed emphasis on providing AmeriCorps support to the City of Cairo
because it was an unsuccessful applicant for an Enterprise Community designation and thus has
been designated by USDA as a rural “Champion Community.”

In the year-long program, Ms. Lorraine Johnson served full-time as an AmeriCorps Member
from October 1995 through August 23, 1996 for both Alexander County and the City of Cairo.
Serving at the Regional Adult Education Center, she provided one-on-one reading instruction to
between four to 25 adult students per academic quarter; students tutored by this AmeriCorps
Member improved their reading skills by up to four and a half years’ grade levels.

For example, when Lorraine started tutoring Suvera Lee, a 57 year-old woman, Suvera read at
about the fourth grade level. One of ten children of an Arkansas sharecropper, Suvera attended a
segregated county school when she was not forced to work in the fields. Despite her poor
education, Suvera worked to raise four children, all of whom attended college. Lorraine tutored
Suvera for a year and Suvera then scored “10.9 years” in reading comprehension, “9.0 years” in
grammar, and “8.0 years” in math on standardized tests. Suvera is now working towards her
GED.

Lorraine also recruited and supervised 167 local youths who volunteered to perform a wide
variety of services, including planting 60 trees in two city parks, collecting food for a women’s
shelter, and helping the Alexander-Pulaski Chapter of the NAACP clean up Martin Luther King
Jr. Boulevard in Cairo. Lorraine also coordinated tutoring and story-telling projects whereby
older youth worked with younger children.

Lorraine is now using her AmeriCorps educational award to attend South Illinois University in
Carbondale to complete her bachelor’s degree. The Mayor of Cairo, James E. Wilson, who is
now scheduled to introduce the First Lady on Friday, has been extremely supportive of this
USDA AmeriCorps project.

USDA also sponsored a special “Summer of Gleaning” AmeriCorps project in other parts of
Southern Illinois, in which AmeriCorps Members recovered excess food, which would normally
have been discarded, from area farmers. Working with Sister Joan Tripple of the Day Star
Food Pantry in Cairo, USDA AmeriCorps Members from the “Summer of Gleaning”
project recently delivered over 13 tons of recovered food to feed 2,891 people in need in the
Cairo area.

Nationally, USDA AmeriCorps “Summer of Gleaning” projects have recovered over 1,000 tons
of food, which will provide about 1.5 million meals.



From: Joel Berg

To: SIESNET.OSEC.GFRAZIER, SIESNET.OSEC.MSCHULTHEIS,CM...
Date: 8/27/96 2:57pm

Subject: Update on President's Trip to Southern lllinois j
The President will be speaking in front of the public library in Cairo, lllinois on Friday.

Coincidentally, the USDA AmeriCorps program sponsored a highly succesful program in Cairo
this year that improved adult literacy and recruited youth volunteers for community service. IN
ADDITION, USDA AMERICORPS SUMMER OF GLEANING MEMBERS RECENTLY ol
DELIVERED 26,484 POUNDS OF RECOVERED FOOD TO FEED 2,891 NEEDY FAi=#ES IN
THE CAIRO AREA, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH SISTER JOAN TRIPPLE OF THE DAY STAR
FOOD PANTRY IN CAIRO.

The Mayor of Cairo, who is is extremely supportive of our project, will be introducing the First
Lady at the event; he will try to mention our AmeriCorps project.

| will also provide Billy with a briefing materials as soon as possible that we can forward to the
White House briefing and speechwriting offices.

We might want to check with WH Cabinet Affairs as to whetner the Secretary should be at the
event and/or whether the AmeriCorps project should somehow be featured at the event.

Perhaps the President would want to introduce the former AmeriCorps Member at the event or
mention it as an concrete example of what the Administration has done for Cairo.
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Rod Atterberry
< Project Director
Mason County FBA

To: Joel Berg

Harvesting Hope of Southern Illinois

The AmeriCorps team located in southern Illinois had the
opportunity to supply vegetables to the needy families of Cairo,
Illinois. The AmeriCorps team worked closely with Sister Joan’
Tripple, director of the Day Star Food Pantry in Cairo, to locate
the recipients in the area. The following 1is a list of totals

from the AmeriCorps gleaning effort:

Recipients~- 2,891
Sweet Corn—- 18,125 1lbs
Cabbage— 1,359 1lbs

Cucumbers-— 7,000 1bs
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To: Sandy
From: Joel Berg, 202-720-5746

Please give to Martha Phipps

2 pages, including this cover



From: Miguel Gonzalez

To: OCNET.OC-POST.TAMONTREE
Date: « 8/23/96 4:00pm
Subject: Pagers

While in Chicago, Martha and Tom can be reached at the following numbers:

Operator-Assisted Page p' mﬂ ;-’ ' '

Martha: 800-800-9725, PIN # 312-333-1832

Tom:  800-800-9725, PIN %-333-1843 1“\:‘-} }e, (!
The above numbers are for use'ONLY with the operator-assisted paging system. When you dial 800-800-9725, an

operator will ask for the PIN number and a detailed message.

Numeric Page
Martha: 312-333-1832
Tom:  312-333-1843

These numbers can ONLY be used to send NUMERIC pages. When you dial either number, simply type in a
number and Martha or Tom will be paged.

Finally, Martha can also be reached via cell phone. This number is 312-898-7402.
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AmeriCorp‘s Program
Kicked Off In Cairo

An AmeriCorps Program, awarded
as a result of a grant application sub-
mitted by the Enterprise Zonc/Enter-
prise Community Application Com-
mittee, has resulted in a position be-
ing filled that involves half ime tu-
toring in remedial reading and teach-
ing parenting skills at the Regional
Adult Education Center and the other
half devoted to recruiting, training,
coordinating and supcrvising youth
in volunteer activitics benefiting Cairo
and other communities in Alexander - WY MEIES
County. , Lorraine Johnson

Lorraine Brown Johnson, 43 of Cairo, has filled the position since Oct. 16.

Johnston may be known for her work with the Headstartprogram, which she
was involved in for (wenty years.

Johnson is a lifelong resident of Cairo: she is now marmicd to Dexter
Johnson, and has four children and grandchildren, .

Johnson was hired for the position through the Iltinois Department of
Employment, _ )

She will be working with adults in the Regional Adult Education Center,
and with youth ages 12 through 20 years old in voluntcer programs for Cairo
and other areas. T

Her momings will be spent tutoring in reading and parcating skills, her
afternoon and evening hours will be spent with youth activilics.

The youth program involves young people who have agreed Lo work eight
hours per month doing some type of community aclivity.

"Wherever we see a need for some help,” said Johnson.

"We want the children to have a pride in their community,” she said.

So far Johnson said she has had a good response 1o her recruiting e(forts for

* young people.

“The children I am recruiting for the program are children [ taught in Head
Start,” said Johnson.

Johnson said she also goes into the home of children who sign up for the
program and explains the activitics 1o parents. : :

Some of the volunteer wark could be raking leaves at the library, 10 helping
fill bags with sand for the luminary walk.

"} am enjoying what | am doing now," said Johnson.

The program is for any children in the community who would like 0
perform volunteer work for the area.

Vb ineaba amasaria db.i.itia altn and maens
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COUNCIL MEMBLEKS:" QA Cipy. JAMES A. FLUMMER
& . 3 Cly Anomey &
CIBERT "BO" PURCHASE Q ) 0 Corpordtion Counsel
BOBHRY WHITAKIR % : s J. D. RUSSELL
EARIL. 1. WALE b\ i) ‘Ireasurer
NANCY WRIGHT B~ =/ N8 BRENDA J. MILLER
CAROLYN FONTING ‘a5 Chy Clerk
STEVE R. WIESENMAYI:I?
CITY OIF CAIRO
MAYOI

JAMES E. WILSON
1501 washingron Aavenue = 120, Box 393 « CAIRO, ILLINOIS G2914-0393

Ms. Lorraine Johnson was a fulltime an AmeriCorps Member for Alexander County/City of
Cairo from October 1995 to August 23, 1996. Torrainc’s time was divided between tutoring
adults in basic literacy at the Regional Adult Fducation Center and helping youth plan and carry
out projects to benefit the community.

I.orraine recruited and supervised local youth on a wide variety of community scrvice projects
including planting 60 trees in two city parks and helping the Alexander-Pulaski Chapter of the
NAACP clean up Martin Tuther King JIr. Boulevard in Cairo. Youth collected food for a
women's shelter, delivered food to 100 tcnants in @ public hiousing project at Christmas and
helped set ont over 4000 luminary candles for the Christnas Stroll, an annual community
cclebration enjoyed by over 700 community members.

Lorraine anordinated wtoring and story-telling projects whereby older youth worked with
younger children. Older youth also superviscd childien in clean-ups and organized recreational
evenis at a public housing complex. Other projects included recruiting and supervising youth in
dtributing seeds 1o community members from an America The Deautifu) Fund grant. In her
year's service, Lorraine recruited and supet vised 167 youth volunteers who gave 780 hours of
cervice 10 the community. Adults also voluntecred to help with projeets coordinated by Lorraine.

Al the Regional Adult Education Center, Lorraine provided one-to-one tutoring to adults to help
them increasc their reading skills. Student’s tutored by T.orraine gained up to four and a half
year's grade level in reading, She tutored from 4 to 25 students per quarier.

For example, Losraine tutored Suvera Lec, a 57 year-old woman working at about 4th grade
level. One of 10 children of an Arkansas sharccropper, Suvera attended a scgregated county
school when she wasn't foreed to work in the fields. Despite her poor education, Suvera worked
( raise bet 4 children, all of whom have attended some college.

Suvera came to the Regional Adult Lducation Center to learn to type so she could assist her
chiurcli. She needed to read better to enter typing class. After one year of tutoring, Suvera scored
10.9 ycars in reading comprehension, 9.0 in grammar and 8.0 in math. Suvera enrolled in typing;
she is now determined to get her GED.  Lorraine’s tutoring helped Suvera achieve her success.

J.orrainc is using her AmeriCorps educational award to attend Southern 1Hinois University in
Carbondalc 1o complete her bachelor’s degree.
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On Suturday, March 2, retumed
Peace Coms Volunteers will gather
in Cairo 1o cclebrate the 35th Anni-
versary of the tounding of the Peace
Corps.

‘Ihe City ol Cawro and the Feace
Corps Fellows Program in Washing-
ton. D.C. arc sponsoring the evenl.

The celebration in Cuiro is one of
the miny ¢vents Laking place around
the country to commemorate Presi-
dent Tohn F Kennady's March 1. 1961
signing of an executive order that
crealed the Peace Coms.

Former Teace Corps Yolunteers,
Iames Kinder and Donna Raynalds
of Cairo and Margarct Zuniga of
Wicklilfe, Ky., areon the local orga-
Hizing committee.

Representutives from the Peace
Corps Fellows Progunu in Washing-

Faten rITY Hall

Luvitations have e
Peace Corps' 35th Anniversary Celebrat

members thraughou!

on. D.C. and the Peuce Coms Re-
cruiting Office in Chicago are ex-
pocted 1o be on hand lor he ¢vent.

Tuvitations have been scnt 1o more
than 115 ramrncd Peace Coms Vol-
unteer s insouthern Minois, Kentucky
and Miceonri,

At this point, we don'tknow how
many people will atend.” said
Rayiilds, "but we have already re-
ceived reservations from as [ar away
as St Louis and Martinsville, Ind."

As part of the Anniverary Cel-
cbration, reiurned Peace Corps Yol-
unteers are volunteering o help on
local community bmprovement
projects. They will help paint down-
town buildings. clean up tie Quin
Theater, plant trees provided by the
Natonal ‘tree Trust and help the
NAACDP with a clean up along Mar-

CALLe cIMZEN 2 03]i6
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'iox:1 Will Be In Cairo

tin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.

Local organizations and individu-
als arc invited 10 sign up to work
alongside the out-ol-lOWR Visilors.
Onc Boy Scout Troop has already
signed up to help plant trees.
AmcriComs Youth Yolunicer Coor-

dinator Lorraine Johnson s helping

{o_identify other youths and youth
groups who would like 10 voluntezr

Call Donna at the Cairo City Hall
(618) 7344127 if you would like more
information or would like to volun-
teer to help,

4



From: Joel Berg

To: SIESNET.OSEC.GFRAZIER, SIESNET.OSEC.MSCHULTHEIS,CM...
Date: 8/27/96 2:57pm
Subject: Update on President's Trip to Southern lllinois

The President will be speaking in front of the public library in Cairo, lllinois on Friday.
Coincidentally, the USDA AmeriCorps program sponsored a highly succesful program in Cairo
this year that improved adult literacy and recruited youth volunteers for community service. IN
ADDITION, USDA AMERICORPS SUMMER OF GLEANING MEMBERS RECENTLY  qtoylt
DELIVERED 26,484 POUNDS OF RECOVERED FOOD TO FEED 2,891 NEEDY FANti=#ES IN
THE CAIRO AREA, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH SISTER JOAN TRIPPLE OF THE DAY STAR
FOOD PANTRY IN CAIRO.

The Mayor of Cairo, who is is extremely supportive of our project, will be introducing the First
Lady at the event; he will try to mention our AmeriCorps project.

| will also provide Billy with a briefing materials as soon as possible that we can forward to the
White House briefing and speechwriting offices.

We might want to check with WH Cabinet Affairs as to whether the Secretary should be at the
event and/or whether the AmeriCorps project should somehow be featured at the event.
Perhaps the President would want to introduce the former AmeriCorps Member at the event or
mention it as an concrete example of what the Administration has done for Cairo.
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TO: DIANA ZICKLIN, Presidential Advance

FROM: Joel Berg, Director of National Service,
USDA

2 pages, including this cover

Attached is some information about our highly successful AmeriCorps
projects in Cairo, Illinois --- which you might want to highlight at the
event there Friday. Our AmeriCorps projects are excellent, concrete,
examples of how the Clinton Administration has directly aided Cairo.

We could probably get the former AmeriCorps Member and/or community
residents who benefited from the services of the AmeriCorps to attend the
event. One of them could introduce the President or be recognized by him
at the event. As you will read, they have a great story to tell'

Additionally, the Mayor --- s esandsistand e et

--- could highlight AmeriCorps’ posmve 1mpact on Ca1ro

Please call me at (202) 720-5746 if you are interested in doing anything on
this or have more questions.



USDA AMERICORPS PROJECTS BENEFITTING CAIRO, ILLINOIS

On Friday, August 30, President Clinton is scheduled to make a speech in front of the public
library in Cairo, Illinois. He should be aware that USDA has sponsored two AmeriCorps
projects that have significantly benefitted Cairo: a year-long literacy and youth activities project
and summer food recovery project.

USDA has specifically placed emphasis on providing AmeriCorps support to the City of Cairo
because it was an unsuccessful applicant for an Enterprise Community designation and thus has
been designated by USDA as a rural “Champion Community.”

In the year-long program, Ms. Lorraine Johnson served full-time as an AmeriCorps Member
from October 1995 through August 23, 1996 for both Alexander County and the City of Cairo.
Serving at the Regional Adult Education Center, she provided one-on-one reading instruction to
between four to 25 adult students per academic quarter; students tutored by this AmeriCorps
Member improved their reading skills by up to four and a half years’ grade levels.

For example, when Lorraine started tutoring Suvera Lee, a 57 year-old woman, Suvera read at
about the fourth grade level. One of ten children of an Arkansas sharecropper, Suvera attended a
segregated county school when she was not working in the fields. Despite her poor education,
Suvera worked to raise four children, all of whom attended college. Lorraine tutored Suvera for
a year and Suvera then scored “10.9 years” in reading comprehension, “9.0 years” in grammar,
and “8.0 years” in math on standardized tests. Suvera is now working towards her GED.

Lorraine also recruited and supervised 167 local youths who volunteered to perform a wide
variety of services, including planting 60 trees in two city parks, collecting food for a women’s
shelter, and helping the Alexander-Pulaski Chapter of the NAACP clean up Martin Luther King
Jr. Boulevard in Cairo. Lorraine also coordinated tutoring and story-telling projects whereby
older youth worked with younger children.

Lorraine is now using her AmeriCorps educational award to attend South Illinois University in
Carbondale to complete her bachelor’s degree. The Mayor of Cairo, James E. Wilson, who is
now scheduled to introduce the First Lady on Friday, has been extremely supportive of this
USDA AmeriCorps project.

USDA also sponsored a special “Summer of Gleaning” AmeriCorps project in other parts of
Southern Illinois, in which AmeriCorps Members recovered excess food, which would normally
have been discarded, from area farmers. Working with Sister Joan Tripple of the Day Star
Food Pantry in Cairo, USDA AmeriCorps Members from the “Summer of Gleaning”
project recently delivered over 13 tons of recovered food to feed 2,891 people in need in the
Cairo area.

Nationally, USDA AmeriCorps “Summer of Gleaning” projects have recovered over 1,000 tons
of food, which will provide about 1.5 million meals.
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USDA AMERICORPS PROJECTS BENEFITTING CAIRO, ILLINOIS

On Friday, August 30, President Clinton is scheduled to make a speech in front of the public
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Carbondale to complete her bachelor S degree The Mayor of Cairo, James E. Wilson, vive-is-
B . AR r, has been extremely supportive of this

USDA Amer:Corps pro_lect

USDA also sponsored a special “Summer of Gleaning” AmeriCorps project in other parts of
Southern Illinois, in which AmeriCorps Members recovered excess food, which would normally
have been discarded, from area farmers. Working with Sister Joan Tripple of the Day Star
Food Pantry in Cairo, USDA AmeriCorps Members from the “Summer of Gleaning”
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Nationally, USDA AmeriCorps “Summer of Gleaning" projects have recovered over 1,000 tons
of food, which will provide about 1.5 million meals.
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Date: 9/03/96_05:28 Page: |
Guest Folio: 18548-000 Group:
Name: BERG, JOEL (202)387-8221 Arrival: 08/30/96
Firm: Departure: 09/03/96
Address: 1829 S ST.,NW #2
Room #: 302 Rate: 89.00

WASHINGTON DC USA Adults: 1 Children: 0

DATE DESCRIPTION REFERENCE CHARGE CREDIT BALANCE
08/30/96 KEY CHARGE KEY DEPOSIT 35.00 35.00 B
08/30/96 LOCAL PHONE 0.50 L 35.50 B
08/30/96 _ PHONE SALES TAX 0.0¢ Rlowt ‘] 3 35.5 B
08/30/96  LONG DISTANCE 10T. FOR DATE 16.42 51.96 8
08/30/96  PHONE SALES TAX T0T. FOR DATE 1.20 (,.«}N\VM\ 53.16 B
08/30/96 ROOM CHARGE - 302 89.00 142.16 f
08/30/96 SALES TAX - 302 10.24 152,40 -
08/31/96 LOCAL PHONE 1.50 153.90 B
08/31/96 PHONE SALES TAX 0.11 154.01 B
08/31/96 LONG DISTANCE 11.04 165.05 B
08/31/96 PHONE SALES TAX 0.81 165.86 8
08/31/96 ROOM CHARGE - 302 89.00 254,86 A
08/31/96 SALES TAX - 302 10,24 265.10 A
09/01/96 LOCAL PHONE 0.50 265,60 B
09/01/96 PHONE SALES TAX 0.04 265.64 8
09/01/96 LONG DISTANCE 4.50 270.14 B
09/01/96 PHONE SALES TAX 033 270.47 8
09/01/96 ROOM CHARGE - 302 89.00 359.47 A
09/01/96 SALES TAX - 302 10.24 369.71 A
09/02/96 LOCAL PHONE 2.50 3712.21 B
09/02/96 PHONE SALES TAX 0.18 372.39 B
09/02/96 ROOM CHARGE - 302 89.00 461.39 A
09/02/96 SALES TAX - 302 10.24 471,63 A
09/03/9 KEY CHARGE RETURNED 35.00 436.63 B

Guest Signatur
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To: Sean O’Neil

From: Joel Berg, 202-720-5746

2 pages, including this cover
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