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Agriculture chief praises 
AmeriCorps in area visit 
By DAVID WAHLBERG 
Sun St.:ilfWntcr 

L 'r'TU: Clll•;t:K - Dion Tru· 
j illo !('u i\l"lini t:.S . Agricullure: 
S<'c-rel.ir:; R11:h:irci Rominic-r 
.i lon; .i r..i~t1re lrail lhal Tru1 ill o 
.i nd nlhr.r Ainc.riCorps me1111Jtrs 
hilu lrnill. 

"Wc"re lc.irnin~ clUOUl a k,t ur 
nc ..... lhin1.:~. like. rorc~try ;ind bi­
ology." Jn id Trujillo, 2R . or Hi.:iltn. 

"Thal's what (Amcri<:orp~) Is 
al l .ibout." Rl)mini:l•r .s.iid . 
"Learuin~ 11,•h ile you·rc work in~:· 

no111i111:~r vi~iled the l.yt lc 
Creek Rnn~cr ~l.ilio11 on r'riu.1y 
lo lout A111cr iCuq.>~ . lhc rcocr.il 
ir.er.·irc progr,irn erc:i t t-d uy Prcs­
idcn~ Clinl•m th.it h:15 come u11 -

c!c:- 11epublit-:rn cnlici .~m in re • 
cenl 11, cck:.. 

' A lll~riCoqh nlt',!_11 u~rs bu ild 

hiking \r;,11.\. \k-si5:n nature ccn· 
lcrll. re1rnir tirc-r.:i~~r. cl ar(';i~ 
:rnd Jll,"llll v~cl:iliu11 Cur u Yl'.lr . 
In return. they tel S4 .7:l!'t t'd11~:i­
tion &:r.1111s. ,\bout 20.000 i,..-oplc 
o r e p;irticip.itin, uounJ the 
country . 

Ron i in~cr. "'·ho kn! :ll i..-r)y rr,. 
plc1ccci rortntar ,\l!rin1llun: S,:crc­
lary Mil.:c 1-:.,q,y lh1., rnu11lh ;tlh•r 
Espy rl·li il(nl'<i . .irldr~cd .ihnul 
80 Am<' riCorps mernlxm, J:alh· 
crcrl in a circle outside the r.1ni,:cr 
slaliun. 

..l il'l'I like l lcl\ W:i~hillRlnn . 
bul t came hu111c lu lhe ~sl or 
,u\·ernmcnl,'" he i.iid. 

More th.in 4CJtJ ~Pk' .ipp lic u 
ror lhl.! SO AmcriCnrµs jnh~ in I he 
~;in lkrnnrdiiio ~alioflal Furc:.l . 
h\! S.JlU 

"I d111l°1 th ink anl-onc c::111 l"::111 

Ste AMtR ICORPSiA2 

Americorps: Trujillo· offers praise 
Continued from A 1 

U1.JI coc re:i, ~ vo :u11tccns1r.:· he 
s:1id. 

:,.l~wt Gingr ich a1~d othtr R~­
puulican Co111:n:.,., lc~c!crs !1;.:..-c 
cril ir.i1.cc1 the 11ro~:-;:im o n lho5c 
,ru1111ci~ . 

"All n(you h,1\·\! : ,::,~•:-. ~,,,·c~n­
ment an<l m:idc- 1t yo,;, c•.1. ;1. ·· !i..:> ­
-r:ningc1· sa id . ··You ·ve :un:t- d .:i 
<'unccµl into some :K: iid . pr .idi,al 
.a..:t ior1." 

b•.1ilt oubiuc the rn11.;l.!r stat ion 
will <lispl.:iy \·ar ioi;5 pl.:in:s uf the 
no1io nal forl'!-l. from des~rt b:·uc !) 
\o n.ou11l..ii11 wilclnowers. 

"Il's :toin~ lo u~ :i nice littl~ 
p l:il.' t lu visit and lc:irn rror:i ." 
~. iicl Scott Gnrman. 22, a ercw 
member frotn Pomon.i . "W~·rc 
J::l•ini,: lo be- c1b lc tu \.ikc our i,;ilh 
:,;.r'< )wrl! ~u1:H-<l.1y .,.11J :.;1y_ ·we 
J i:i . :~15.· .. 

I. :1u rcn Whil~hu rch . 24 . an 
AmcriCurµs member rrum 5;.:;n 
t;,:::·~;ird . nu . ;;;i id h~ ;oin-:d the 
:.: r •. ,:..;:-~ :!i :.u '. t..•:.::- ~1 .... ~< , r:- :i:;o ·..L : .\ .: r · 

" lt ' ) 11 chanrc lo learn about 
tr.e cnvirontn~nl .ind whal we can 
doto help ." 

Gclh Anglin. who bclongs to 
an ,\mcril'.nrps new iri Palm 
Sprini~. s;il<l she signc<l up be• 
c;:iusc shew;\.~ tired ofl>i!byslttin~ 
a:1tl telcm;irkcl in g. • 

"This gi..,es me a chanc:~ \o 
,.,ork outside," ll.i ici An;l in , l~ . "l 
Juve the nutcloors ." 

l, nr.11no!er s.iid he hr,pes Ame• 
~-~Jrps p in~ Cll Oll\;h biparli ~.-in 
s..i1,•µor t to C'Olllinuc . ~ 

"ll "!- ;:>coplt! pull illl,( lu,clhcf. 
•J ::1c,!c c~1r._:n ~:iil;- problcmsj ' 

~.e sc1 ,u . " 1 hi$ 1s v.·h ;it goven\ 
!T' . .: :1 t should reall y \Je about" • 1 
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AmeriCorps Assists Saluda 
County With 911 Conversion 

By John E. Morgan III 
Have you seen white government 

vehicles traveling all over your 
county? 

Don't be alarmed at their sight. 
They are filled with USDA volun­
teers from the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service's, AmeriCorps. 
The AmeriCorps volunteers, work­
ing with the Saluda County 

• l"' t... 4mber of Commerce, are a part 
1e South Carolina Rural Devel­

.. ,.nent Team. 
The group of individuals on the 

1AmeriCorps team is in Saluda : 
County to start-up the Emergency 
Sll conversion. • 

These rural community service vo­
lunteers will be in Saluda CQunty 

'..until January 19 trying to reduce the 
Emergency Medical Service re­
sponse time throughout the county 
by updating and compiling all road 
locations, names, and numbers, to 
a single reference package, including 
new and nameless avenues. 

This Emergency 911 initiative en­
tails going down every roadway, 
paved or dirt, in the entire county 
to inventory the number of houses. 

I This is a very necessary project for 
: the effort of saving lives in Saluda. 
Sometimes this includes personal 

.,,,., , ·:·:t·,,,~•,t,:,'.'.c'.''·,',:', ·/',:.":,'· , ,:,: .,<.:·,:. ·.c_.-·:· 

--,efA 
~'f~ , ~~ ~ ~~ 
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_:,:~::_·· .. ·•. ••• .• t_: · -~ llli ...... =,.r.:..tiie"'""'u~. • • lt~ 
911 TEAM - USDA volunteers from the Natural Resources Conservatio 
Service's AmeriCorps are in Saluda County assisting with an emergenc 
911 conversion for the county. Members of the team are, L to R, fro r. 
row - Karen Kinard, Abby Gage, Diggs Hill; back row - John Morgan I. 
and Madeline Cislo. 

driveways. Please bear wi~h. us as 
we are volunteers working for you 
and your safety in the event of an 
emergency. 

AmeriCorps will meet at the 

Chamber of Commerce with the Sa­
luda Road Planning Commissio·n on 
·Wednesday, January 25, at 7 p.m., 
about the 911 Project. Pub.lie invited. 
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Woolsey praises 
local work site 

Cun;ress1or..l'. representJLl\'e 
Lynn Woolse: . \\ ho p!J;- ed lfl 

1nstrumentJl role in shJpr,,; 
.AmeriCorps ::is a member 01 
the Hou~e Educ:1t10n an.J 
Lab ur Comrr.ittee . rra:seJ 
local .-\menC0rps memt-er 5 
who beg:in pe:r'orrr.:ng c0rr,­
munlly se:\'l.::e this week in 
exchange for educ:it1 o n:1! 
gr::um 

"\01 only hJS Amer1C:irp 
orened the door to higher eju­
cauon for Sonoma County re s­
ide:HS. ll has giHn new hie lO 

me:iningful new progr:ims in 
our communi11es th:it ha\'e 
been ne2le.::ted for to o 
Jong .-· said -Woolsey. 

Se\'eral AmeriCorps mem­
be:s work.in2 with the local 
branch of the Soil Conserva­
ucn Service tSCS ) met with 
Woolsey e:irlier in the month 
and t0ured a work slle a1 ~e 
Atwood Ran.::h in Glen Ellen. 
The members will be working 
on a variety of water qu:ihty 
improvement projects through­
out Sonoma County. Members 

meeung wnh Wool5ey includ­
ed ~:inn Sc olar1. ~1: ke 
Jensc:1 . Jui'ie ~fa~~1 a.nd C0l10 
Close . - -

"\\'c • 11 ~et a lot oi .::,,fl,er\'a­
t I L' n ·., C' r k d ;,_, n e I n S 0 no ma 
C,1u:: ::: tb.nks to the Amen­
Corp members who .,, ill be 
work1n~ with us.·· said L1s:1 
Woo Shanks of the Soil Con­
sef\·:iuon Sernce m PetJlum;i . 

Fifteen thous:i.nd :\rr,encam 
were sworn into the :\meri­
Corrs recently in ceremonies 
across the nauon . The ye;ir­
long. full-time program will 
pro\'lde the local part1c1p:ints 
with a stipend of S 12 .000 and 
an educational award of 
S4 .i~5 . 

\\'oo lse\· als c noted that a 
coaliuon of 18 nonprofit a~en­
cies in Sonoma Countv. known 
as the Sonoma Projeci. will be 
bringing on 27 :\meriC or;, s 
members who will work in a 
variety of fields such as educa­
tion. public safety. the emuon­
ment , and health a.nd human 
sef\·ices. 
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'SERVICE 'INITH SMILES · • r 

AmeriCorps workers .Wike Jensen and .Yancy Scolari check ammonia /epe/s in a water sample ta~n 
nut to a uzrgt dairy at the head-,.·arers of Stemple Creek. The pair. '14·ho found good readings, ,..,jlJ 
monitor the stream for a year. 

Helping out his hometown 
Corps \vorker 
aids farmers 
Bv :W1''.',;IE COHE'i 
Prns D,mocrat Bureau 

M ike Je~se:i earned twice as 
much :noney before be left his 
Penng:-ove home !or college as 

be does now uiat he 's graduated. 
But the ::5-year-olc Je:isen is :hrilled to 

be he lping ?eta iuma area farmers as a 
member of Amer1Corps. the domestic 
Peace Cor-;s that ·,1,as a centerpiece of 
Bill Cli nton 's presidential campaign. 

~lt 's not the best-paying job." Jensen 
said. ··But I'm learning ;ust an immense 
amount. .\nd the :-eason we ·:-e in the 
. ~mer:Cor,,s :: co se:-ve the community." 

7he ?e!aluma rie !ds in which Jensei,, 
pla yed as a ':loy now are home to of!ice 
build ings. Pie changes sadden Jr~ . . 
Bec3use b-e .loi:es the outdoors .amci7-aniS 
to prese!"li'~ !!Ypf:1 space . he stu.c!:ted 
lancsc3;\llf' arr:-. :1ec:'J re 3nc :a-:;i:-use 

- • - ~.Ii.. - - -

When ~e grad:.:ated ::i June. :he :oo 
market iooked ':l,eak . T~e:1 Je:isen·s 
father . a Penng:-ove conr:ac:o:- . sponed 
an ad :or an ... me~Cor;is job with the Soil 
Conservation Service in Petaluma. 

Jensen was V1si..ing friends in San L.Jis 
Obispo when his :ather called ar::: told 
him about the s1:: .ooo-a-year jot . 
Although he cou id earn twice as :nuch 
working as a C3r,,enter. Jense:1 :'.!Shed 
home to be one of 50 job canc :dates. 

Since last mar. th. as ;:ia;: )f t:ie :::-s t 
group of Amer:Corps wo:- :,e:-s :o ;.,ork for 
the Soil Conserva uon Service. Jensen !las 
been advising area dai:-y ope:-ators and 
other ag:-icultu:-al lancowne:-s on ways :o 
keep manure out of water·4'ays. 

Jensen sees :.!le !ar:ners as heroes. 
~1 con't wan: :o see ?etaluma get 

en g'.llfed in th :s -.::-!:Jan spraw l." ~-e said . 
N.1-11 -he open space you see is far:n13nd . 
It's uie agricu:t~ :-a l ;:ie opl e anc ::-i e 
farming commi;n1ry who have ie~. 1t 
open . 

So Jensen :ee !5 grea t about :1 e:p1:ig 
dai:-y operate:: :-::anage their ·and :n 
" l " ''J •• c •\..-:t .-1 ,-. - • -• . • ;:. l,r- (. " .:i.,,.. c:..c~ ;::_ . : 

Ifs not the 
best-paying job. but 
rm learning an 
immense amo1..:nt. 
The reason \ve·re ir: 
AmeriCorps is to 
serve the 
communnv. 

MIKE .JENS ! 

the:-e are wavs. 
Far:ners c:rn. for exa:-:1p le. car.ti:':. 

spread cow manure 0n :iav :ielcs. :e : 
said . 7'hey just need :o co.:,pute ho"' 
much :nanure :hey C3n ;,:.;t down :ie : 
tac:e:-:a 2.ecS :nto ·,1,a:e:-·.,,·avs . eats ~\ 

- See Heipin~. P.; 
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T~elping • 
Continud from Pat~ Pl 
and fish die. 

For more than nve years, local 
farmers have been ask1ng the:S011 
Conservation Semce for help deal­
ing with animal waste, said Olar­
lette Epifania, a soil conservationist 
who is supervising Jen.sen. In )e:i­
sen and his AmeriCorps c»wol')ter, 
Nancy Scolari, the farmers have 
tound the help. • 

Although some farmers might 
eye the AmerlCorps workers Mth 
suspicion because they are govern­
ment employees, Jensen ,aid: the 
agricultural community has ~el­
comed his expertise. 

He sees his role as a blltfer 
between polluting landowners '.and 
regulatory agencies. He hopes to 
stop the pollution be!ore regu lators 
tine the polluters. • 

J I 
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AmeriCorps stresses work ethic 
Also provides 
college money 
ByPAULFAmG 
of the Mail Tribune 

APPLEGATE - Eagle Point 
resident Melissa Powers, 20, 
gave up her job at a local pizza 
restaurant to join AmeriCorps. 

"I want to earn some money to 
help me with college," she ex­
plained. "I want to get a degree 
m forestry and work outside." 

Seattle resident Lynne Pe­
tersen, 21, who had been work­
,ng as a nanny while going to 
~ollege, was also looking to earn 
noney to further her education. 

"I wanted the discipline and 
.he college education," she said . 
·AI~~ l wanted to learn a lot 
it ~ environment." 

!re was another reason 
=>e.__ _o, who sports a thin sil-
1er nose ring, had for joining. 
"I think it will be fun," she said 

,;ith a grin. 
The two were among the 38 

1oung adults standing in the rain 
1ear the Star Gulch barracks in 
he Applegate Ranger District 
hat will serve as their home 
>ase for the next 11 months. 

The camp, which began Tues­
lay, will be administered by the 
forthwest Youth Corps in a 
>artnership with the Rogue Riv­
:r National Forest. It is one of 
·ight AmeriCorps camps that 
1ave been estabiished in the na­
ion. 

Under the national service 
•rogram created by President 
:linton, participants receive up 
o $7,500 per year in pay plus an 
ducational award of $4,725 at 
he end of the year to go toward 
ollege or trade school expenses. 
During their tour, the coed 

roup, ages 17 to 24. will learn 
areer skills while doing tasks 
anging from trail maintenance 
) CO"'"lruction projects. 

-r uarticipants come from 
s North Carolina and 
iii. , .a. but most - nearly 30 
- are from Oregon. They were 
mong t housands of ap,pJj.can~ 
·ho applied for Ame1ra\'C@Jri1L£ 
)bs across the coura11Jr1· .. ~~ 
·ere selected based rui tth,e;ir. e!~-

Mall Trtbune / Jim CraY< 

KNOTTY - Members of Americorps practice a team-building technique, untying a huma 
knot without letting go of each other 's hands. 

perience, enthusiasm and career 
goals. 

"A youth program such as this 
is exactly what the forest is look­
ing for," Rogue River Forest 
Supervisor Jim Gladen told the 
group. "This is just the thing we 
need to help our spirit." 

Carl Lierman. 76, of Tigard, 
who worked for two years in the 
Civilian Conservation Corps that 
ran from 1933 to 1942. told the 
young crew that it is also what 
the nation needs. 

Jllil :arlditio~ to teaching young 
~o:ple a good "-Or.k e thic and 
p:rov~.ding training, it wou ld also 
prov.ide rommunity service . he 
s.-aid. 

··This, is: what our group tCCC 

alumni) was hoping that Bill 
Clinton would do. something for 
you kids ," he said . 

In addition to working on For­
est Service and Bureau of Land 
·M anagem en t projects . the 
AmeriCorps crew will assist 
communities such as Butte Falls 
and Prospect in a variety of civic 
chores. The communities have 
each received $100.000 federal 
grants awarded through the 
Northwest Economic Adjust ­
ment Initiative aimed at provid­
ing economic stability to :'\orth­
west timber-based communities. 

"Our age group kind of gets a 
bad rap for bem1? apathetic and 
lazv ... said Dan \iiller, 23. a crew 
lea.der who has bachelor·~ ••e-

grees in resource managemer 
and public policy. "This progra1 
gives us an opportunity to den 
onstrate that is not true." 

The Star Gulch facility, whic 
is still being spruced up for th 
crew. includes separate bun 
houses for men and women. 
dining hall. a recreation ·meetin 
hall and a stafT trailer . l'\o drug 
or alcohol will be allowed . 

A husband and wife will coo 
dinner for the crew and help th 
crew prepare breakfas t an 
lunch . 

"We ·re stress ing real healtl 
,riented foo d.' ' ~1iller saH 
·They are going to need health 
meals because we·re going to b 
working them hard ... 
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Soil Conservation Service 
joins in salmon recovery 

The first wave of AmeriCorps 
programs, annonnced by the 
White House this month, includes 
more than $200,000 allocated to 
the Mid-Columbia Salmon 
Restoration Project located in 
KJickitat Connty. 

AmeriCorps, the new national 
service initiative signed into law 
by President Clinton last Septem­
ber, establishes a "domestic Peace 
Corps/ involving thousand s of 
young Americans who will work 
through AmeriCorps programs to 
perform critical service in urban 
and rural commW1ities nati on-
wide. 

In KJ ickitat County, Ameri ­
Corp s participants will work 
under the leadership of the Soil 
Conservation Service (SCS). The 
project involves planning, design­
ing and installing conservation 
practices on private land to 
improve water quality on a sub­
watershed basis. The goal is to 
provide suitable habitat and water 
quality for salmon spawning in 
streams and rivers capable of 
doing so. The SCS, and the Cen­
tral and Eastern Klickitat County 
Conservation Districts, work with 

_landowners on a voluntary basis. 
'"'''-- Local SCS District Conserva-

tionist Dave Kreft put together the 
proposal based on the emerging 
Columbia River salmon issue and 
the need for local employment 
opportunities. 

"lillother important factor was 
the recent ground work laid by the 
Central and Eastern Klickitat 
Conservation District s ," Kreft 
said. '7he districts recently com­
pleted a 2-year grant to create a 
demonstration site along the Little 
KLlck:itat River west of Goldendale. 
The AmeriCorps program will 
basically continue that work, but 
on a broad er scale." 

'This is absolutely a brand new 
program. We will be getting the 
details over the coming weeks on 
when we can stan recruiting peo­
ple for the local team," he said. 

AmeriCorps will be launched in 
September and will eventually 
engage up to 20,000 AmeriCorps 
members. In exchange for one or 
two·years of service, AmeriCorps 
members will receive a living 
expense of about $7,500 per year 
and an educational voucher worth 
$4,725. These educational awards 
can be U.'ied to fir1ance higher edu­
cation or pay back co11ege loans. 
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AmeriCorps no boondoggle in Butte Falls 
By PAUL FATTIG 
ol tho MaM Tribune 

BUTT~ l~AI.I.S - Hilwt H11cl1.t,r h&S 11 

cli&Uc~c for lho~ in Cont~'> conll'm· 
µlali,i.g c11lLiJJJ: Ult! budget ror Amcri­
Corl,lS. 

•·They sho.,.Jd l'JJIIC Ol.ll a.Kt u.·ork u.·ith 
u~ ~• M!C how hard ~ work," said Lhc 
AmcriCor)ls ITk!lllhCI". "Ir lhcy Uunl.: whal 
•n•'re doi~ is ih111id. tht.'fl lhcy d4111't 
know wltut's i:uin,: on." 

Gtmgl"Cl;:.JOOal lcatle.-.s, Wl,.'ing t.o rcdtKc 
fc1l1.!r.:u :spending, h.&\'C questtone,I the 
ml·rtts of the $5llO million in r,mtling fo..­
lbe 20.000-membt.'f" nalional scl'·ice L"Of'I)>'. 
l'n'5i1lc·nl Liinton, u.-tw> tooloo Uit: l)l'll· 
gra• in be:r. stal.c-of-lhc-union addn,ss last 
monlb, "'anlS le, cxpand the pmf!r.rtl. 

t:nder the 1in11,.'Tam, 1 ►1woopa11l~ r~ 
cc1vc S7,660 111 livinJ: uHow1111cc during 
th,,ir 10-monlh lour, 11nd a S4.7Z5 cd1X·a­
honaJ \'OUdK,r to be ailed kw colk.-i:c nr 
lril<k:·bChool tuitiun . 

Sin<'c joinin~ Ameri<:cwps last fall, 
Hucller. 19, of Ashl.Jnd, und Che olhcr 
menilicr.; has(-.! ?.I the Huguc lli\'l" Na­
tionul l,.orcst ha\'" OC't.'ll nittlni: Cr.lils, 
()lanlmg I.J•cc•s. hu1kling cr1151lm t-011tml 
11n1Jecl,;, clcani~ up allcr forest fires 11nd 
v,.•m·l..illl! on l'Miuus con!>lrunion 11rojL-cts. 

In the local CUIJlll>IJllily hall, built t0 
yc-.rs :.u:o. i\1neriCur~ mcrn(.)(:rr. are re­
!i\llrini: the i111.trior ..-Id adt.ling a bit: 
Ol"••ing O\'cr the t.-nCrauce. 

O-.·cr al Ult! counly br~Ki1 library build­
i11g, they hove i;hu-lcd bwldul,: 11 r.lor~c 
:,tll'd. 1 'bl\s 11lso c·,111 lt•r buildin,: Pll c1,;lcn• 
.i;ion oi1 lhc local lire Ji.r.U. And Ill<'}" a.re 
rd,alJililaLin~ n'.S(rot•ffll> ui lhc ncarhy 
)lark. 

Thosi, 11ruj,icb .ore licin~ li11a11t·ccl 1,y a 
$100,000 r.r.1nt J"C('CJ\"cd b~· Huth• Fall.s 
lhrough lhc Northwc.sl. 1-:cono1111c Adjust ­
ment )nlllat1vi, for Li•lK°'r-ftcJ"'ndcnl 
eu1-unit~s. l'rospccl has rc..--ch•oo a.sim­
i l.ir gr.int. 

lludlcr. who wa,- w,H·l.ini; ml a ranch ill 
Co&ora<lo l>elllf"c jurning Amcri<:oqllS, :;ay.s 
lhti prog1·a111 allm1,.s }'OU!lli (H!111.lic Cu learn 
wurk :.kill~ amt ,iarn 1no1itey lor" etlu~ahon. 

"J\•c learned a lot of11;i.Licnt.--c," shli.said, 
noting she intc,Kfs to to to collc,i:c upon 
rucnplctini: Uw. 1nu,:ram. "I plan tu go int.o 
ard1lt.ttt.rc. I Ii~" ,kiiJ'I<( co..~tnu1ion. ll'.s 
i!l't:'lll lAJ learn hU11>' thi1~" arc tHll lo· 

·•-~,:· 
mlecr sup,•11,i~or BIii T11<:kcr. 65, 
.r t.o\1,11 •ar:.hal of Butte i''allii. likes 

-, 
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Mall Trlbww IS.• Jatonson 

Cisco Villastrivo, 19. work~ Oil the Bulle falls comrnunily ce11tcr m all AmeriCorps pro1ect. 

lhc .,..a). the program h,ts eo111t, toi;l'l her. 
"Wc'n• i;t:<li11g rcJ)aJr:. that hav, : l1ccn 

ba,Uy n<!t:dt.'<l fo1· y,,.,rs," Tucke,· .,ai<I . ' ' I 
loonc:.llj· uclic\·l• il"s as 11.0011 a rirnt.ra111 as 
.i,·ou'n, i:omc lo i;ct 111 hcl11 a n)l!ln11111ily 
like lhis. Then, ir. nu ,,thc1· wav I c;,,n think 
of thal lloos kind of ... ork wou.hl .get <lorn,. 

"Ami lhc}' arc i:rc!.it -.·od,cr,.." h•• 
adtlct.l . .. ,\s ,-.non as lhc,y lu111w what y111J 
11,•anl, lh"}' get righl lo it." 

Tim Dodi:c, 21. 1,f {:01tag,· Gro\'C, ~)'cnl 
lhrcc ~·-,ars sluclyi11r, cnvironml•11lal 
iciencc ;et On:~m• Stale Univ,ir->11}' hc:lorc 
jo,niug Arnc.-iC.Or1~-

"l'rol>al,l.i- one or l111 · l•mi:hl•.,t I hml!-, w 
do 11owaclays 1s to r.;ct 11 1uh .,lr,ught om ,,f 

collq;~. ·• he sa id. ··1 wanlo,I to 1:t:1 wmi, 
\,rn·I-. CKpr.ricm:,~ bcfo.-c ,·,,m11lcti11i: Ill)· 
degrcl•." 

Oorlf!t' abo w.1111, doubler:, 111 \' i.,il an 
AmcriCorps Witrll site.' 

" l'h,: b(•.s( ... a) lu know wfi.,('s ~omi: ou 
is to i:cL om 111:n·:· lw :;aid. " ll"s 11.onl 111 
lllll clown •111 p,1pcr wh.il w1•1·c 1:i,ltm1i 
h-11111 lhis 1•rn~ram. We' re o:arniui: wlo«l 
wr·rc ~dLini:.'' 

C1s.·11 Vill:o ... tnvo, t!J, of \\'<1u<lbun1. 
a~n~t.l. 

"II k1.-c1>s nw ou1 or lroublc," lw :;ai(I ,,r 
Lloc prnt:ram. "And I '111 lcnrnin1: 11cw stuff 

·· ,i hm,i." 
.ll"e JOuu:,~ Aml'r,Coq,~. ht• worla'il 

i II a i;I :s'is lac1.,,-y. 
"I \~:111I 111 !!O u:od, lo ~hoot," ht~ s;1iLI. 

.. Tlic only rc,L~on I'm nul goiu~ to ~ :hool 
now '""s th.it I tlidn'I ha"" llll, 111uncv 
Tlus 1m1,;ram is rc,,lly hdpinr: me uuL; , 

l.;,un,I Ak:xa11ia11. 20, or ~puk.am•. who 
was painti111: ,L room inside lhc hall, wa:; 
'A'orkw~ i11 fo.~l -food rcstauraub ,;ix 
months ago. 

"I wanl.cd lo do ~o,m:tlling Llrnt h,11I 
more uf a puq,os,.,," she s.ii,I, a<l,lini: lh:,t 
shf' is i11ti:re~l.1•d in 1nrrsui11J: a Cilrt!ll' .. in 
-..·ildl1fi: hi<1lol!)' ur co11.•,N1•a(io11 . 

"I li~c lt,arnini: ll:11, dilT,~rcnl t:VIM!s or 
\\'Ork;· ~hi: saitl, ackliug, "It'll 1011.k good 011 
my U!SlllllC, loo." 
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:AmeriCorps volunteer program 

draws a 'mature' group of Jerseyans 

Volunteers with Amer 1Corps place stones in Peter 's Brook in Somerv ill e to he lp improve fi sh habitat 
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Local AmeriCorps members from L-R: Julie '1aggi. Colin Close. \anq Scolari 
and .\.like Jensen. 

Four Local AmeriCorps Members 
-What does 81 11 Clmton·s commun i.t-· ser­

vite'program look like on a local le vel'' Four 
AmenCorps membe rs with the Soil Conser­
vation Service (SCS I will work on a variety 
of pollution reduct ion proJe::s in \larin and 
Sonoma countie s. 

AmeriCorps is Presi dent Clinton ·s national 
ser,·1ce initiati\'e co mposed of di ve:-se groups 
of . .\me ric::ins who "'ill begin performing crit­
ical se:-·ice to meet human . environmental. 
public safety. and duc::itionJ l needs in return 
for a SI 2.000 st ipend and a s.:. .725 educ::i­
tion ::i l voucher. 

In the Petal um::i SCS fie !d office. Nancv 
Scolari and \'like Jensen will IA-Ork with land­
owners in \'larin anJ southern Sonoma coun­
ties. Their goal is to improve .,.. :iter qu;il ity and 
nparian habiut throug h man:igement me:isures 
on d:iiries. livesrock oper:itions. :ind vineyards. 

;--;:incy Scol:iri - a native of the SJlinJS Valley. 
\:anc y w:is r:iised in ::i predominantly agricu l­
turu l :ireJ in which her family previou,ly owned 
:i d:iin. NJ nc v is concurrentlv :ittendin!! 
Sonom

0

J St::ite 't.:niversit y studyi~g Environ: 
ment::i l Te:.:hnolog :,, with a concentrJtion in 
IA-J te r qu:i li t~ . She hope.s to contin ue her edu­
CJtion in ,he ::irea of ,oil irience once thr .-\mer­
iCorps ;p;rr~:g,.um is compile,d. 

).-.l.1,l.:-e Je m:1.crn - (D, f Pf'm g~o, e. J Sonoma 
Cuu ,U:\ l'!Qtti·, -c for::_;; :.ie:.u'> . wil I be worki ng fo r 
~~ Sv-,11 Con--t"r, ;irion Sef' ic~ tie Id otfo.:e in 

Petaluma. Mi,Ke is a re:.:ent graduate from Cal 
Poly. San Luis Obispo. with a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in L:mdsc:ipe Architecture. He 
is excited to be work ing in the agricultura l 
community where he was in volved in a local 
4-H program. 

In the Santa Rosa Field Offic e. Julie \'lagg i 
and Colin Close will be ass isting indiv idual 
landowners with reduc ing stre:im pollut ion 
from animaJ waste and eros ion problems. 

The y will also help landowners who want 
to form sma ll watershed enhancement 
groups to restore and improv e salmon and 
stee lhe:id habitat. 

Colin Close - is a lo ng- time Sonoma County 
res ident. She received he~ bache!or·s degree 
from Sonoma S,:ite Cni vers ity where she stud­
ied the environmental issues fac ing landown­
ers . She realizes the tremendous contribution 
the a2ricultural industr✓ makes to Sonoma 
Coun;·s economic and ~ultural well-be ing. 

Jul ie ~!aggi - a Sonoma County resident, 
recently graduated from SS Li with a bachelor 's 
de2re: in 2eolo2 v. She was raised in the Santa 
R;sa area-on :h-e· small farm her fam ily owns. 
.. Thou2h I've lived in :s-;e w York. I frequently 
visited-mv fami lv in Sonoma Countv and was 
saddened.bv the ·continued loss of o~r a!ITicul­
turJ l land ~nd open space . It's the primary 
re:ison I le it Nc:w York to pursue a natural 
sc ience degree .·· A 



Tina Wright-Swinton committed 
to serve Marion County community 
through AmeriCorps pilot program 
By TOOO SHIFFLET 
Sr.- • E,-pri,1 

Tina Wriiht-Swinton is young, 
eneI'it!tiC and ahe wants to 
help. Even more, ahe has 
promaed to get things done. 

AmeriCorpa, • pilot program 
initiated by the Clinton 
Adminiatration, is allowing 
Mn. Wri&bt-Swinton the 
opportunity to serve her 
community. She can aerve a 
ODe-7UJ' term of community 
11mce and for her 
commitment., receive money to 
pay olf a oolleee loan or tuition. 

! 

She ii the AmeriCorps 
repreNntat.ive for Marion 
C.UOQ- and will be uailtini 
low-to-moderate income 
indmdua.la in the county to 
U111Pac1e their hou,ini. She will 
a1ao be Ulislini achool-age 
chi1drtn in ~achoo! 
PftllJ'UII. 

•rn be aoin, door-to-door 
findinc out aadly what's 
happeninf in Marion County. 
lt'a u Cllltreach program to 
tazpt low and moderate 
income hominc reaidents. And 
I will be workinc 1\ the Marion 
Stndent Enrichment Center 
with ltudesita in grades one to 
eicbt • to do well in school • u 
mentor and bit.or," aaid Mn. 
Wriebt-Swintm. 26. 

A CIODN1'vatm estimate 
ideoti6ea cmr three percent of 
tM ~lda in Marion 
County 1ritb no plumbing. Thia 
ia thJ'N tiJDN the national 
ff8l'aP. Marian County hu 
oae at the hJpest levela m aulr 
andard~in~uth 
Carolina, acc:ordini to her 
project and miaioo atatement 
for Marion County. 

Mra. Wright-Swinton aaid she 
will be working with the 
Farmen' Home Adminiltration 
u an outreach peraon. She will 
be identifyini those reaideo tial 
homea which are in financial 
need and oocmecting them with 
Pl"OIJ'Ullt ,riiich can help. She 
aho plaNM> initiate an 
eduCDlllrllll !lel!Wioe far i.lw 

·,ooito.Epnp,\e. . rwaJ M&rion 
Coonty 11re not apt for chan;;e," 

ahe aaid. "The challenge is 
going to be finding and 
connecting with the people out 
there who need resources ... 
helping people find out what 
programs are out there." 

She aaid she will primarily be 
woning with ideo tifying 
reaidenta and connecting them 
with loans and other usistance 
programs provided by FmHA, 
but will also be working with 
the United States Department 
of Agriculture's Rural 
Development Administration, 
Marion County guvemment, 
Marioo County community 
semce and the Pee Dee 
Jleeional Council of 
Governments. Agenciet which 
will be helping with adiltance 
include the FmHA, Habitat for 
Humanity and varioua other 
bouaini and urban 
development procramL Some 
o(her raourcH include the 
C1em,oo E:r:tenlioo Service, the 
Marion County Piannini 
Department and Marion School 
Diltrict 1, ahe aaid. 

-i have a lot ofideu, but it's 
eoinc to be difficult for one 
penoc to t.ake on the whole 
community. Once I find out 
what specific problema there 
are and identify the people, I 
know rm aoing to need the 
aupport of othen. It'a roini to 
be I lot thrork and I lot m 
chelhnpa,• lln. Wriabt· 
Swintao Mid. -

She ii ucited and determined 
by the caallenp. She bu rone 
throuch • number aftninilli 
coar111 with the FmHA and 
AmeriCorpe ud plana to be 
.«ectm in bs aemc:e. 

-i think it'a an acellent 
proe,am • community lffvice to 
pay for Ml education. I know I 
am • people-penoo, and having 
an opportunity to int.eTact and 
help 10mebody makea me feel 
rea11y bleued," she said. 

Mn. Wright-Swinton aaid her 
AmeriCorpa colleagues in 
different counties lll the 
country are mm:atnting on 
a&ment ·eaa. Each county 
bu ifa awn apecific priori ty. 
Counties in South Carolina 
whith have the advant.age of an 
Americorp representative 
include Allendale, Denmark, 
Orangebul1(, Santeeil.NnchPA 

and the Williamsburg:/Lake 
City area, she said. 

Mrs. Wright-SwintA:>n is also 
excited about working v.ith 
students out of the Marion 
Student Enrichment Center. 
The center is a local non-profit 
agency made up of retired 
educators and high school 
volunteers. She will be working 

.... 
to~ the tide afhieh lchool 
• drop-out, in Marion County, 
aod nurturini their desire for 
an edaeation. 

A Marian utin, Mra. Wri&bt-
- Swinton will receive a livilli 

allowance for her one year ri 
Nnice. pl1.11 an educational 
award. She i1 • e,aduate of 
Couta1 Carolina University 
with a degree in Business 
Administration. She has 
worked with the Department of 
Social Services, the Sou th 
Carolina Employment 
Commission and Fleet 
Funding, all of which re late w 
her Americorp service pos1 u on . 

Marion County Administrator 
Pete Rogera will act aa her 
supervisor. 

Anyone seeking more 
information about Am eriCorps 
can call 1 -MO-AAi'W 1 R.1 

" ,, 
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ANTI-HUNGER PROGRAM 

United Way given $25,000 
United Way of Greater Milwaukee baa received a 

$25,000 gnnt from the General EJectrlt F\aod to 
suppbrt a local inltiadve to hire and train 38 young 
people to work with u anti-hunger program. 

The grant will be used to support the Department 
of Agriculture's AmeriCorps ~nU-
Huoger, Nutrition and EJDpowennent • 
Project ooorcloated by the Hunier 
Task Force of Milwaukee ·and the l' 
Milwaukee . Com~ulllty . ~nice 
Corps. -· · 

The two coord1nating organµatio~ 
1 wiU recruit, hire, train -aD4~ .educate 38 people 

between the ages of 18 aqd 23 f9' the progran,. 
AmeriCorps teama tbeQ will.-)mpkmlent actfviltes 

in four focus areas: ,.·Qpuauruttwtr~ch; construct­
ing and renovating ~ldloas r« f~ .sites and or 
meal progralllJJ; helping ~ fanners;wtth ·neigll­
borhood farmers markets; lP,d worklqg will food 
pantries, meal program u4 -'food:drt,. to ~lect, 
sort and assist at the Huager Tuk force ware· 
house. • 



AmeriCorps Program Will 
Benet it Western Oklahoma 
• 1 / , F / Cf 4 - r<. ; o v-.J " '--· C o u. ('\ +"'\ ()(, m C-L v- t). ,4:-:-: 

Leaders of natural resource self-improvement. increasing the older are eligible to apply. There is 
agencies signed an agreement public 's awareness oi ecosystems, no maximum or minimum family 
Monda y to cooperate on and providing protection for income required to apply. For more 
AmeriCorps. a nati on al service Oklahoma's natural reso urces by information. contact LeRoy Tull at 
program th:ll will employ youth creating and restoring windbrc.:iks. (405) 742-1207, Amy Sanders at 
and help conserve naturJJ resources Jones said, "Following the 'Dust (405) 742-1246 or (405) 742-1007 
inOkJahoma. Bowl' of the 1930 ' s, (TDD), or the toll-free national 

AmeriCorp s is President conservationists planted the bare l.JSDA AmeriCorps hot line at 
Clinton·s nation:tl service initiative land with trees . forming miles of (800) 880-4183. 
that allows diverse groups of young li ving windbreaks . These The United States Department of 
people to cam college or vocational windbreaks have protected the soil Agriculture (USDA ) prohibits 
school scholarsh ips while from wind, acted as snow fence s discrimination in its programs on 
performing service to meet human. along highways, provided habil.'.lt the basis of race, color, national 
environmental, public s:ifcty and for wildlife, protected crops. and origin, sex. religion , age, 
educat ional needs. The U. S. added ~ry to the l..'.lndscapc. disability, political beliefs and 
Department of Agriculture, Soil Unfortunatel y, many of the marital or familial status. (NOL all 
Cons ervation Service; the windbreaks are deteriorating and in prohibited bases apply to all 

~J_~,ll_o ma Conse r v a 1.iu.n. need of restoration. Through the programs .) Persons with disabilities 
Commi ssio n; the -O-klahoma AmeriCorp~ program. the who require alternative means for 
Association of Conservation windbreaks will be rest0red. and the communication of prgram 
Distri c ts: the Ok l:ihoma land will remain protected from information . (braille, large print, 
Department of Agriculture:~ wind eriosion." audiotape, etc .) should contaet the 
Oklahoma Dcpanme_n.toTWildlife The participants will work in L'SDA Office of Communications 
Conservation will implement the western Oklahoma for at (202) 720-5881 (voice) or (202) 
AmeriCorps progr:im in Oklahoma. approximately one ye:u-, beginning 720-7808 (TDD). 

"Through this program, we can in September. The program is To file a complaint, write the 
offer our young people an offered on a nondiscriminatory Secretary of Agriculture, U. S. 
opponunity to e:im an education. basis. Acceptance of applications Department of Agriculture, 
and we can provide protection for has been extended until August J 9. Washington, D. C., 20250 or call 
our soil. water. air , animal and Twenty participants will be chosen (202) 720-7327 (voice) or (202) 
plant resources. " said Bobbye Jack to renovate the windbreaks. 720-1127 (TDD) . USDA is an I 
Jones . SCS State Conservationist Panicipants in the program will equal employment opportunity/ 
for Oklahoma. work for approximately one ye:u-. employer. 

The primary objec tives of the earning a stipend of at least 57,500 
program include providing and an educational award worth 
panicipanL~ with opponunities for 54,725. Any citizens age 17 or 

' 

./ 
/ 
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Clean and sober, ·woman:looks to help others 
~ •!!~~•!!•••!• !• "-'"----~':::,,_::::Mt=J~ Next month~ Adama la ,oin1 to work eft'ec:t ahe can. have on people~ sharinl ager• know there are adult.I that • 
- ; for the Vermont Anti-Hunger Corpe her trial,, 81 well 81 her triumph,. have been there, that we know wha t 
IW.TON U 2 '1~ ft T u part of Ameri~. President •If I can help eomeone· not go kind of harm (drug and alcohol 

Clinton'• nalionaleerYlC8 program. . throu~h the pain ·and 11uffering and abuse) could do: she 1aid. "It'• eo 
Todq, V-lclty Adam. watches~ · For 10 moat.ha, Mama will work in turmoil that I've gone through, I've important that we catch them before 
c,ple --to tbemMh'N what abe soup kitchena, edueate people about. accomplished my goal," •he aaid. •No they get there.• • . 
ii to ta..wlr oalt!::" ,-n ago. the importance of nutrition, and mab die_loma could tab the j>lace of that.• Hamilton will have a las tine effect 
1t ...._ to the • abe Nici. "'It break.lam for NDior dtiune. • One of the benefits of AineriCorpe ii on her. She'• er\joyed a lot of •ucceu. 
N ....._ ..... to-,-. mm and . "'It'• ~= t'ob.t yean,• 1he an education award for tollege or She's also eatjoyed the 1upport of peo-
-- lltnwinc their U.. away.• eaid. "E y it'• been rough. ' vocational training totali~ $4,725. • pie who cared for her u ahe diecov-
1eur ,-. ap. I.be .,_,.~Id But God bu Nen~to put the right Adama doesn't know what 1he want.I ered a different way of livin,. 
wil&IDII woman _.._"l ping any- people in my life. othing ha• been u to do followinr her 10..month commit- •rm feeling all kinda ofthinga,• ahe 
_..: aft.a- man than a decade of bad u my daya drinking and drug•. ment to the program, whether aha eaid about leaving Hamilton. °'I came 
IC and aJcobol Abu., abe wound up I know I have a future without drink- might •ign up for another •tint. • • here without no family. But people 
• hoepkaJ bed with a f'ailinc liYer. i.ojf and drop. And I-lmow I don't - College ii a goal. One day she'd like have taken me in, tough-loved me, 
Youw heard about beilac scared have• future with them." r.o wurit...:: ca <lcug and alcohol preven• and loved me until I could love myaelf. 
aichtr abe uk.ed. •u. acared the SJ. cbuw-1 "'1l of high echool in lion •pecialiat and expand on the "I've had a lot of natural highs," 
I out el me."' 1979. Lut month, aha took her graduate work she has done as a volunteer to ehe said. "Sometimes people will 
be'• beaa dean aod __. ever eince. equivalency eum. She feela pretty good •ub&tance abuse prevention e;~nciea aak me if I'm on (drugs or alcohol) 
1 neult. ~ keep «1 romin1 about her chaooeaoCpasBing. But w1'4t.'• in Butler and Hamilton counties. and I ■ay, 'No, I don't go t.~at way 
~ .. . , .. _ _ 1 •••¥•P•H111~~'\."' •1 think it.'• important ~t .. ~en- aro'~ore.'" . . . 



AmeriCorps program 
helps farmers , wildlife 

A nationa l youth service prograr.: 
:s underwav m western Oklahom :; 
that wiil b~nefit not onlv wil d life 
but a lso many s tate fa~ers . 

AmenCl)rps is a nationa i se rv ice 
1n 1tiat1ve created by Pres id e r.: 
Clinton that allows young pe oo1e: • 
e3m money fo r coll ege or vl)c3:10r: J . 
;;ch1Jol by wor king to m eet envir -1 r.­
:-n e:1La l. human . puo li c satety a :-::: 
eciucat10na l neecis . In Ok la hom ... 
20 ArnenCorps partic ipants wil '. :.o, 

rest1J nng windbreaks a t 30 tn .; : 
s ;tes - windb reaks tha t p r l) v1::.,; 
wil dli ie habitat , protect cr0ps 3;;: 
red '.l ce soil erosi on. 

Follo wing t he 'Dust 8 ,) wi' ,1 1· ::-­

:930s. th.,se ;1ving tence line5 we :· ~ 
:J :anted mos t ly to protec: 1°3!"711 la:-:: 
:"rom Ok lahoma 's gus:y w1;icis . ; . 
-.,· a s th es e s am e w 1 n ci o re .:i ;.,; ' 
·. :, -,ugh. th at he lpeci bol5te?· oe~· 
-:, u a 11 a nd t urke y p n p u i 3 ti n:-., 
T :1 rou gn the Ame n C01·ps µrogra - · 
~=: enorat :n~ windbre.1;.,;s w;ii :: ~ 
•·eo, nreci an ci w1i ci liie h .1 01t.:i t 1:· 
:: 1--n ed . 

ln1t1ated ; n Septem6 er. t l~e ~1--­
..:•·3r.~ 1s sc:1e ,i uleci t c las~ ,1 r.e \":;"...: · 

l-i r. we,·er. o:fic ia ls a t t he c.s·. o~­
:::, r ;_ n1 en t r, 1 Ag n cu i t t : re . : :· • 
j-:~::cy :icim1n1ste r:ng : :~ ~ t.:·· ... _1-::- · 
n · :.:e t n 1·~new the pr 0_1 e--:: :·-"' , l. ! ~ • • 

: ,:r a::icia: onai yea rs . 
:\ ational ly. a n esu m:i :e-: ~0 .':•: • 

;::inici pants are work ;n ; : ,- : :-: :­
;: rwe the environment :, ;-;o er:;-;· -
;::- :'.':e m3 ny oth er pr,-,Je c:s :n t:·.e 
:,:·e:i s of public satety . e:::u c:i t : •• . 
. n ci com muni ty service . F 'r ,r ••• -

:::Jn s,1n . the Ame nCon:s orr,L'. r::-· 
· ;: ·•\'~?- th ree times b1gg-~r ;_:a,1; : ·-; 
:'~ .:. ~e Cor;;s. wh1cn n:is J,er :i~ - : 
,::~ r.; :: '5 .•)00 pa nic:p3n,s :i:--. :i ; : :, .. , 

·: 1 =i ,:-e~t years. 

-30-
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Klickitat project funded 
I 

. .\ Klickitat County salmon habitat restoration project has beeq 
named one of 57 recipients nationwide for federal funds throug.hi 
President Clinton's Americorps program. I 

Known as the "domestic Peace Corps ."' Clinton signed the Ameril 
corps national service program into law last Sep·cember. The pro1 
g!'am will employ about 20,000 people nationwide by the end oft 
th is year. I 

Dave Krell. a Klickitat County district conservationist with the! 
C. S. Soi l Conservation Service, said the :Mid-Columbia Salmon 
Restoration Project will receive about $225.000 through Ameri ..i 
corps. The money will be used to hire 10 people and a supervisor. 
whose main goal will be to work with private landowners to!, 
restore and maintain streams for spawning salmon. 

Kre11 said the project will last one year. People hired for the 
project will be paid S'i ,500 for the year. They also will receive a; 
5'l .725 education voucher that can be used to pay off college loans. 
or future tuition expenses. . . 

The salmon habitat project also is supported by the Yakama. 
Indian Nation, the Klickitat County Board of Commissioners, the · 
state Department of Fisheries and Wildlife and the Central and 
Eastern Klickitat Conservation Districts. 



AmeriCorps national service organization alive, 
well and serving others in the White Mountains 
Carolyn Dryer ·. 
The Independent • 

SHOW LOW - Memben of 
AmcriCoq,s, a national service orga­
nization working i ■ communities 
lhrougb-,ut the Four Corners area, i:r 
oa the move in lhe Whito Mountain&. 
Somo of the AmeriCOf])I member, 
have already knocked on some While 
Mountain doors. 11icy've unded out 
forms they'd like residen~ 1111d busi­
ness owners to look over and fill out, 
then mail i ■. 

Created by federal legislatio■ Sept. 
21. 1993, USDAJAmeriCorps is the 
domestic equivalent of the Peace 
Corps. 'Iwcnty thousand stro■g. the 
pi.-posc of the program ia, os every 
volunlccr wlll tell you, "to get things 
done." Locnl Amerieor'p$ volu1uuc 
Tom Sepulveda said the program is 
involved in rural community devel­
opment. "laclping peoplo puU thcm­
,elvcs togcthtt by the bootstraps. 

"It has to be people empowering 
themsclve,. Otherwise, you get lh:it 
same old depe11dcncc on government 
which doean't help anybody." 

,t's ths essence of the now 
covenant and W8 shouldn't 

stop 1t.· , 

Prcsidenl Bill Clinton, In his State 
or the Union address Jan. 24, said or 
lhc AmcriCorps: "h's lhe essence of 
Che new covcnan, and we shouldn't 
Slop it." Describing lhe volun1een 
who serve in AmcriCo~. President 
Clinton said 1hcy arc .. solving prob­
lems and earning money for college." 

what they need to do to develop pro- Pl'C$idcnt Cli■Con, a Democrat, and 
jects. Sepulveda said nobody from Scnalor Jon Kyl of Arizona, a Rcpub­
AmcriCorps will be analyzing the lican, do share tile same ,en1imen1 
data, bul it will be available 10 com- about A1acriCoq,s. Kyl, in a ,pe«.h 
municy planncn. oa the floor or the 1C1U1te Jan. 20, said, 

Thaa ~rves 11s an accurate descrip­
tion of Sepulveda who 111 • college 
graduiite, married, hoping to earn 
enough money this year to gee a good 
61lilt on paying for his mancr'a 
degree. Sepulveda ond the 47 other 
AmerlCorpa volunccen working on 
lhe Four Corners Regional Rural 
Development Project arc focusing on 
two main projeccs for thia region. 

Some community action learns do "-· ii provide• meaningful work: fix 
1noro than collect data. They build young people addresaing real prob­
~ils, such as the Hericage 'lrail from lema withoUI federal micromani..gc- • 
St. Johns lo Lyman Lake, pointing out mcl\l ... In the proceliS, nadooal acr­
historicai siles along the trail. "A big vice instilla i• young people tho 
history trail," said Sepulveda. "that • strong lraditional value& of hard work 
show£ all aspec1s of a given area's and rcsponsibilily. They learn lhO£C 
historical heritage." values because. they ere serving. It ia 

One is the Crofford Demonstration 
farm in Woodruff, 15 - 20 miks 
southeast of Holbrook. Through the 

"It Is a grassroots effort to 
so/V6 tho prob/oms tacJng 
cominunltlss across tho 

Nation." 

construction of a 17' X 24' green- The ADleriCorps Ethic includes chc 
ho11sc built from easily ob111incd goal of "getting lhings done," 
materials at minimal expense. volun- •sU'engthenlng communities." cncour­
tcera ■ope to .. show the advantages aging responsibility," and "expanding 
and profitability of such grecnhou.,. opportunity." At its mission state­
es." The farm is also aiming to mel\l says, '11 ls a grassroo(s effort to 
dcmonsua1c alternative hi&h rct-.n& solve the problems fa.cing cooummi-
crops, including hcrba. • tic1 across the Nation." 

The other project ia creating u Sepulveda believe, In II and hopes 
economic data base. Calltd Econ dB, 1M W01mlli011 p\hcring procesa will 
1hc volunteer community action team bear rn,i1 aoc1 the Waite Mmmtain 
ii workin1 o• collcain1 infonu1io11 cornmunitlea will be able co deter­
from lout COl1Ull11nhles. The tear■ mine ii.cir owa desllay. He'll be 
will aoc bo 1elllna tlO coauaHitica boclu111 oa YOW: door. 

not a program 10 teach chose values. 
It is a program where the val11ea are 
l~ed because of service rc11dercJ." 

In the process, national SB(w 

vico instills In young peop/6 
the strong traditional values of 
: hard work and respons/bilJly. . 

It is not a program to teach ' 
thosa values. It Js a program 
where the valuos ars learned 
because of sarvica f6nderecJ.• 

For moro information about AIOeri­
Corpa. call Sepulveda in Holbrook at 
524-1305, or the Holbrook headquar­
k:1' al 524-1442. 
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HELP1NG HANO - Joel Berg. national director of the AmeriCorps program. 
helps Rogue Valley AmeriCorps members create llr.h habitat at Applegate 
Lake Thursday Berg 11,s,ted southern Oregon as part of a tour or Northwest 
programs 

By PAUL FA TT1Q 
ol the Ma,1 Tribune 

ArPLEGATE - The mud -sp.itt ered 
younc man w~arini the yt>llow hard hat 
grinned Into the <"old wm,I hlowm,i: across 
Applecate Lake . 

"It's really exc1tinc to move from the 
theory phase to makin& th1:i II rc:11hly," 
JOt'I ~rg ~••d . .. To work 1111111,c:iuk 1he1e 
people 11 really M>methlnl( ." 

• lkr« was •mon,c a dozen Aml•riCorps 
members Thursday who dra,c,ccd 
m1n1.anata bru1h down into the mud◄ l y 
hum of the lake'• Squ11w arm. where the 
brush was attached to 11 ,·al,le. Come 
sprint when the 

stron,i:ly is th111 i t's kind of a GI bill 
without the GI ," he added. "Thia la an 
alternative way for youn1 Americana to 
do serv1cr for thrar rountry witbolat 
Joinlna thr mil1t11ry ... 
Nationw1 ◄ l1· , there are about %0.000 

member,, hut he ex~ta the rana. to 
,crow. 

" I think 11 ·, work1n11 even bell.er~ 
ex~tf'cl ." h1, s111d . " Thl1 l1 work that 
either wouliln 'I ,c.-1 done or work that tbe 
t.axpayers would have to pay about nve 
times as mu<'h 1f private contractora were 
todoil ." 

In addition to lcarnlna 1ood worfl ethka 
and 1aananl( c•~rience, many 

pan1npanu will ,o 
lab Is lull . I~ 
bna1h wlll Mf'\le u 
fllh habit.at. 

But &ra. 30. 
wun ·1 a member o( 
the younc national 
aervlcec~wb&led 
at the old St.ar 

' 'It's really exciting to move from 
the theory phase to making this a 
reality. To work alongside these 
people is really something. ' ' 

to collc1e and 
conUnue lo add to 
theeconoay, be 
said. ~,._. 
people would "-" 
ab'-akf\lwre 
wllhoutlhe 
procrua.-aaict. Gukh fac-ahty of the 

Applecate Ran,i:er 
OlalrkL Rather, he 

-Joel Berg, 
AmerlCorp1 director 

• ......,._dot"' 

LI nalJonal dirN:tor of the pro,i:ram. 
appofntc-d hy 1•re1idcn1 Clinton In euly 
1993. 

He ,topped by the Rogue River 
National Fore1t program, one of nearly 40 
n.ationwlde, u part of a c.ouro(Northwesl 
projecta. In the procram that beaan th11 
fall, J»N>ple In th~r late te~ns and early 
20■ earn at lca■ t $7.~ an,I ;in . 

_..cducaUona.l vow.:.b.u wS4.7:!.:> fur 10 
monlhs of work . 

In addit ion 10 a varle tv o f 
envi ronmental la~ks. th.,y u«• also tJ01 n1e 
rural d,tvelopm .. nt work, inl'. h.whni: 
projecu u.pccted to 1tart SOQn In 
Proepect and Butte f'alls . 

A loRC1lme 11apporter oft he proicram. 
....... noted that It hai component• ■lm i lar 
Clo that oftheClvilian Consenra11on Corps 
orthe Cttal ~preuion. 

·But lhctt is the educational benent 
that didn't exist before." Ber it u1d. " Not 
only I ■ the 1overnmen1 • ~kin,: somethln~ 
ofyounl( Pf'011lc. but we·re i:1v1nl( 
somrth•"K huck . 

" The reuon Clinton lwli1·vl', ,n II~, 

_ thine- ,owenunenl 
couldn ' t do, or doln,i: it better llw ■ k>t 
cheaper," he uld. "Tbe praAdenl lli,opee 
th.ls 1oa beyond party poUUc:a. A lot of 
RepublJcans 1uppori.d Liu&." 

e.cau•ofthat b.lpartiaan-..,.rt_ 
Bers expe,t"ta AmerlCorp. to ■um" 
futu.-. polltlc:111 battles. 

" We nN'd m~mb«no(Con.,.... tocoae 
up and see wh•I U\ese peof>le~ ~­
he said. ''If they 1hlnk I hey att ~. laq 
peop~ ~'"I overpaid, thftl they can kill 
the proa,:r■m ... 

But hf' nl(urf'S 1ha1 fflOllt ot.en..r. wiU 
comet◄> th., condu■lon I.he work I ■ ' 
imponant. aJontt wiUl the traiai.ftC. 

"'IbeNs-,plean..ottiJicdalllwlrd. 
and the money t~y - ll'MU■C • adu.ally 
pretly-uly," he- ■aid . 

The pro1ram otren a ftature lbr aeny 
youn« people. M Mid. 

"They a~ dolnc thinp tflat ne.d Co be 
don~ ... he said " Thh IS noc ....... ■ CN k . 
The prt>,111'-'m·~ 1:11•111 to l(f't upto lOO,oioo . 
me!"~r\ II~ 1 h~ end off our yf'ars." 

3A 
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• AfAil1·iCorps/Workers help communities and themselves 
Continued from page 1 

dredge away. The intsior-paint was 
damaged when the roof leaked. Heat 

1 and humidity caused more damage. 
The crew will scrape and then re­

paint the ceiling and walls for the 
nonprofit Meriwether Lewis Founda-

1 tion. A private contractor installed a 
new roor this swnmer. 

Yearly, who bas a master's degree 
in rural and community planning, was 
a community planner in Carroll, 
Iowa, before his job was phased out. 
He had been out of work for months. 
AmeriCorps will help him pay orr his 
graduate school debt and gain experi­
ence as a supervisor. 

Eric Bartela of T~h. a con­
struction worker and the father of 
two children. said he wanta to iO to a 
two-year college wt~~. 
money. 

Theresa and Emily Sbennan, two 
sisters from Tecumseh, said they will 
pay off student loans they incurred 
while -·attenrlinll' Pl11tlf' C'nmmunitv 

College in Columbua and Peru State 
College. 1 

"It takes care of all of mine, thank 
God," Emily Sherman said, scraping 
paint from the ceiling of the old river 
dredge. 

The sisters, 20-year-old identical 
twins. plan to go back to school arter 
a year. 

AmeriCorps, a $360 million pro­
gram, pays 20,000 Americans to work 
in four areas : education. health and 
human needs, the environment ,and 
public safety. If extencf Pd by ~n­
gress, the program could spend $1.5 
h111ion over three years to pay for 
100,000 workers. 

Anyone older than 17, including 
high achoo! dropouts and people with 
graduate degrees, can apply for the 
program. 

AmeriCorps supervisors make 
$6.35 an hour pl• 1it toward 
money for educal rkers earn 
$4.35 an hour plus sc,. .,oney. 

WhPn thf' ,.,1.,,..,,., ,.,.., , , .. 

added in, workers earn about $12,000 a 
year plus paid medical benefits. 
AmeriCorps workers are not consid­
ered federal workers and are not eli­
gible for unemployment. They must 
work the entire year to receive 
educational benefits, and are limited 
to two years in the program. 

Yearly said the Tecumseh crew 
and crews in Lincoln, Omaha and 
Norfolk soon will each add another 
worker. 

In Lincoln, recruiting is under way 
for 23 volunteers to work with nine 
community action agencies in Ne­
braska, said Lorrie Benson, director 
or Community Action or Nebraska 
Inc. - • 

Benson will oversee a program 
aimed at reducing violence among 
youths 10 to 15 years old. For infonna· 
tion, call Benson at ( 402) 471-3714. 

For information about other 
AmeriCorps opportunities, call HIO(}-
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first AmeriCorps worker to focus on water,:·sewage·.::plans 
8)' ....... Hllhn 

. dtwOalyC...-, 
~ -

CAVE JUNC'rJOJ\ -- J!w-al • 
dp.,~ia,..at io • -" ..._ in 
lheLlonuaicu,~-•W 
.. ~ .ta nw&l ..., • ..,_ 
lami Ill. -U "'-111. -.At, ... 
--o.ec-. 

Nan:•• K..tl••n. U.. •­
c.i1rmanity de, ◄ i,pn ~ _.._. 
tor b- Ille lllinou v.i~. linn,1 
ille suailaritin wdl. A.■ .... _ 
C,wps veiu.-, be be.-1 a • 
'Wal.ff celMld• aad..,.. ~ 
lem, . 111 wdl u c...n-uct • 
Wrw iD a Daaninic:M R«pnNc.., 
<-munity wilh 1- -:ti facili­
hcs 

In kis rww post ia tbe llliaoia 
·Vall .. y • -· tlw, tir.sl AmrriCOf'ps 
poalboa In ltll! nlwy - hc'W ~ 
1'-e Comnwnlt.y ltnfl(laSC Team 
meet~ nwktwd in Ille ttJPOG'• 
strategic plan. And one ol the 11.g 
goal s .uU:ioed in ti.e plau ls te 
;ntpn:,ire a1NI CX!Nlnd ••I« -1 
-~~ • 

S.- l.llmj{, blgea' xale. 
~ fw Kauf(mu , 26, I.lie u~ 

l'lf llO' ol i.e1pin1 • com•un,t;, 
tiOlve ili ~ all4 acumph$l!J 
~I:< has a per-.! l•ut. 'I1l,u is 
Wshomelowtl . 

1(3uJfcn111 cr~w up iii lk JUI· 
n,uii; v~ a,,J rNlrfllly ~ 
aON" i..."-« r.. ...ma !>A~'• 
dc,:r~., i11 intrra.atiONJI studies. 
With ao rmpha:su ., 'nird W.W 

Illinois Valley native returns after a stint in th~ Pe~ce Corps 
~c.-.k ~ {rem &ha 
u.nnt.c, of Ore,on. Tllieft. be 
;oiM4 tlooot Puce Cari-. 1...-.c , 
runl 0.-uuca• a.p.Wk a.,,; 
---~iDf~IIDWdaN. 

Traiaed • a rwal ,_., ...._. , 
&cu, due to llis e=• •ith : 
>--...-e .-anncn el aJld + 
H 1U a ,-ncsttt, 1w was 1ent lo 
u. nar1hwe.llt c«nw « -&be__. 
~ al-i natiao. 

"l •IArted .ir In rural y..ui 
prej,ecl'," he say,. That H, be 
man.11pd • ba~Jl tHm com­
~ al IJemWt'vi Reput,lc cbil­
chm. 

"There arc- hundrrds of kids 
tlwre and~ wao1ts to play 
ba.~U." hr o~•~-

With sports a IIU1Nb.y ol C'Onl · 
munily partic ipa,,tloa, luo4lf(M.a11 
.,-f1,,Uliz,!d • program that brn1AJChl 
nnded -,.ns «papmffll lo rwal 
aimmunities 1'hr-.ugh ~ al 
111..ois Valley lllgh Scheol and 
.tt-H Khools , un1o1~ alblet1c­
equ 1rmrnl WilS !Jltpped lo the 
saal couatr7 . ~ ~ «ooil, 
-.·er«" lt>t"II di!>trit>uted t• tbok' 
cor..-nily groups wiU111g t. put 
lbrir labor tn-.·ard • CO,-)munity 
p.-.jocl, lie says 

• •ne suc:cri;:, ~lury 111a, a CAKI\ · 

mu,uty Jatrinr 
" Moist of th<- ~lo 111 ~ CO.· 

MARCUS l<AUFRIAN 
Dr- to NHI communlliea 

munily didn't h.:, ~r lat.rmrs ," he 
_,.,.ys So, KauHman organized a 
proJt"<:1 U...t 1.utlt a .simple lalnllc 
nc:;i r a community building th.al 
~c.-ved .n u cc:111.t.'f' (or soc~ !WlC­
liuni . 

Then Ouirc wa s a project lo 
11rovidc ,JriJ1l11ng w;ilt•r 

'' ALoul lw o-lhir ,I~ of lhr vii 
1 ... y, n.s di dn ' l havl' II CCeS!> lo 
pnh, ulc walrr ," he :'iays lMleud, 
th,• r,· ,-.,~ a l.,rgc, con.:rrle cislem 
w1lb111 the comnrnnily that wa.s 
1....,. ,.,.1,c,lly hll«I by th,:, 11:0\'Cm· 
m rnl lo provide for ba:.k aceds. 

~ idea wu Nmplc ~h: releanl the commulllily." 
Capture ,aift wllW ti.at (all& mia Aad, Ute · community bas 
.N.., c It« Chr~ Maret. Tia~ . dla .. ed Iii receftt yeara. More 
&en ~ to nMIU, llw:o .s1llnl people have -cd Ill, and tbom 
U., water in c:iaerns fu, use latiu 111-,olffd In pr-otlng projects 
iD u. ..... , • have, dl&n&ed face.s_ 

• ' ·Usutg •Yll1rm de,igne, Ka..a- . 
man wrote gr■ nl req-sls U.at 
ll!a?Gerff funds f l"Olll public ..ct . 
priyate agencirs.. The mNey • 
came through, but within days of 
th«" proj,11:1 ·~ implemrnlatwn, 
Kauffman seyercly Nl,Jured hiii leg, 
aa>ding Iii• bacll i. ll~ IJ.S. for 
rec-.,fruc:lin _.ge1·y Another 
YOluntcer u.w 1hr proje:ct tlv-ough . 

1'h«lgll now out of th«' Peace 
C...-p', Kauffman 1w1w a need to . 
cOAtinue belping rural cemmuai­
lJeii. "J"lwi bme, ~ident Clini..n's 
A-riCorps program provided a 
way Co employ hirn at a local 
w,vel . 

''T!Ms is an oppertunity to do 
great o-g., ," Kauffman say.s. of 
the program. Not only Tt'itb tbe 
comRIIJftily benefit from the help, 
bul he'll all;o ba\'c $~. 700 a yu.r in , 
studetll )oan,s pa id off fur hi.s 
effort. 

The e.pcrience also is giving 
ham IUl llf'IU'IWlM}' In rdurn lo hts. 
root., . 

"I l>.P")l my form-live yt:.tu in 
college," he i;ays . "I'm ll.ni11g tu 

" i 'm •'Ol'tia« oa outreach now 
trying to get m ore rroplt 
invoh,ed," he 5ays. Most 1mpor 
!ant Is &o 1et IJIHc 111·illeng to cnri, 
mil for at kul a y,u cl servic( 
J.moolvled in •·orkul: a.ward meet 
Ing Iha CGmmUDit )' 'a IOII 1-. 

The Comm•nlly Rcspons, 
Ttana will IDMt al 7 p m Thur.s 
day at lllinoia Vallt.,y Hlab Sci-I 



. RAH~1-.-,..11~ 

8ofM of the 50 ~ ... m.mw. of ~. the new clomMUe ~ orpnlutioQ, ~ 
Tuet,da-y at tM Edna Whft.t Century GercMn at 111 th and Home wood. . . 

Diverse Ame,!!9?~nd y~uth at WorJ( 
By Rob Otmatead • • lt.kk i. ... a $1,000 tchol&nrup," ~ aim~. at ~inf.~ 

SW! Wntec- • Mio crew \Mder Paul O'Grady, an , dttw Bripi McDonak1, 17. 
office ~ with the U.S. De- .. I'm workin, with compieuly 

Chril Travi.a WM not amuaed partme.nt ol Acriculture ta.kin& a dilfe!'ffll people all the timt, !that 
when a little Briti.ah history 'ft! · brw from h1a oormal dutiee \o I don't li•-e around." Mid Mct>on, 
alipped in on him OD hit ru,t day 1uperviae 10 participant.a. ald, a rrarluau or Mothu McAu-
or prdening u a member of The Y?'-1nJ _worken an recent or Sey High 5chool I 
AmeriCorps. IOOO•to-be biih ~ p•rl•-atee O'Grady l&id worken st.ah at 

A community TOlunt.eer told 7:30 a.m. and loe.flni i.&n't all_c_iwed. 
Travi.a aboot the Leeeod ol Queen ----------- wrbat'• part or the project alao: 
Anne'• Lace, a nower IA.id to have from .. all diffeffllt educational tea~ • work ethic," be IA.id. 
~rung from the blood or Anne background1, economic back- .. (Thia 181 • job and it'• not• 'do­
Boleyn, wife or Henry VIll, after pound~me oC them went to Ai what-vou-want' type of ~ -" 
a.he wu beheaded. tchool, ~me are from Id.a B. 

But mini-hiat.ory les&on uide, Well.a," ea.id Eliubeth Tyler o{ 
Travia, 18, a reaident or the Ida B. the Botanic Garden iD Glencoe . 
Wells bouaing development. laid, Tyler ha.t been helping eommuni• 
.. 1t•, the beat job out her&-in the ty volunt.eeni eat.abliBh the _Jarden, 
world." called the Edna Whiu Century 

AmeriCorpe ia Pr-eeident Clin- Garden, at 111th and Homewood, 
ton'a effort to brini people to for more than a yur. 
public aervice while helping them The divenity, the eeholArahlp 
earn money for education. In Chi- and the chAnce to be a put of a 
c:ago, the program ia at &he Chi-
cago High School for A,ricultw-al 
Science. Fifty young people will 
be emplo~ for 10 week.a, each 
earning a tu-me S147 1tipend 
per week. 

Yearlon« pr~ start in Au-

l 
ruat. but the 1ummer run ii beinc 
called "Summer or Sa!ety" be­
.:a U&e pa.rt G! it.a r OC\11 a to curb 
riole~ and crime. 
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_ Aip.eriC~~ps·· 
: •• ; Assists 

.. ' , . 

. ·' ·School 
District 

'Have you ever wondered how 
much work goes into producing the 
food we eat everyday? • 

. Most of us know where these 
products come from but h·ave no 
idea how· the process works. HavE 
you ever seen how a gallon of milk 
or a · dozen eggs get from . the 
animals to the store and to your 
table? • 

The local AmeriCorps volunteers 
nre working with the Newberry 
School District and the Natura} 
Resources Conservation·Service on 
an agricultural curriculum for 
teachers. • • , • i • • 

This project is centP.red around 
the agricultural activities 'of 
Newberry County: The AmeriCorps 
volunteers are taking inventory at 
participating farms in the county to 
identify aspects that could be used 
as educRtionnl teaching materials 
in environmental and agricultural 
education. . • 

The USDA volunteers are laying 
the foundation for teachers to learn 
ab~ut the workings ·or. an 
a~cultur~l setting. The purpose of 
this pro;ect is to find what 
activi~es and practices found on a 
farm · are ·worth the leaders of 
tomorrow learning • and 
understanding. . 

The v~lunteers are .headed by 
Karen _ Kinard, the AmeriCorps 
leader for the farm • teacher 
curriculum. The idea · is to set up a 
program for select teachers to go 
through an agricultural training 
period to better understand the 
farming process and establish a 
working curriculum fo r -ot her 
teachers to uti lize. 

• . lhe AmenCorps team is taking , 
inventory, at participating farms in 
the county.-to.'identify· aspects that 
could be :use<i as teaching materials 
in agricul_tural ·.and environmental . 
education. ,The -'.volunteers 'are :•also 

. . . t • - ., ' • · ·• l l " • • • •• 
settm~.- ,:u~ :-a 1 ~or.ki~g -~gricult~ral : 
resource ''. li~rary• o.f, . available· 
materials from ' numerous sources 
for future utHization by teachers. . 

The field data compiled by the 
volunteers fr<>m Newberry County 
farms .will .be : used .by . the sc~ool 
district ,,:: to :<create ,i 1the . . rtew 
curriculum.· A-handful : of te~chers . 
will take the raw data ·and organize • 
an agric~ttur~rpr!?grarl); for other 
teac hers ,,·,;to ·-~go .. , , through to 
adequately / ~teach , -,the _,; farm'· 
curriculum.; :. f.•··· ·. /·', :·-·. ,, •. , • .·,:. :: 

·-After 'en~ugl/ tea~hers .- have ; 
completed . the program· and begin 
. to incorporate some ·or the material • 
into 'their classes,'fiela'.trips to the : 
~rea farm~ .will give the. students a 
chance · to •.see ;first-hand ·how :. the ·: 

: .food,·.we ,so ,often _·take:,foi: granted, i 

gets to our table:; !;,,_. :u •:~· .\·: : i •. • ·• • 
•• : .The -.. ~eaching . curricul~m-: will 
include ' ''. ma

0

nY, '.'. ;: ·aspects •• • of' 
. environmental • education • and 
conservati~n /techniques used to 
protect the quality. of .our existing 
·environment° '\: ·. for t -: future 
gen_erations;"1,'he. import~nce ·of 

• en':ron~ent~l. edu~ation is being 
rea)1z~d 1throughoµt , the .·world and • 
can be' seen,' in_e:,:eryday:life.That's , 
why we all, .especially our children ., 
·need. toJearn 'and understand· ho~ 
processes ·, •that <: .· affect ·,_ ·our :' 
environment work and what can be •:: 
done • to ;.protect ·'and I hopefully·:,'' 
rebuild what we 'still have: ,.- . • .. •. • 

• • , • . • r ' . • '. ' . I ' • I I " ; • '. ~ 
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AmeriCorps Continues Work With Watershed , 
BY KIMBERLY M. JOHNSON 

YOUR COMMUNITY AT WORK 
Ar,uriCorp• confinllu it, 

COMMittnu11t to rllrol South 
Carolina. 

The Newberry ~am II members 
(Amy Overstreet, Jame■ Holland, 
Jay Hendeuon, Mary Roe and 
Angela Brinldey) uae • computer 
program to Identify non-point 
10urce pollution in the Bush River 
Camping Creek watff'ahtd. 

1o identify potential aolutiona far 
the problem areaa, team membera 
place data auch u 8011 type, land 
slope and land uu into the AGNPS 
(Agricultural Non•point Sourc:e) 
computer model. 

The model 1imulate1 condition, 
at all points within the watershed. 

The AGNPS program _ac:tually 
runa a watenhed model and 
■potially interpret.a the r.1ults. 

The Natural Resources 
Conaervntion Service will use the 
model of the two ,ubwnter eheda to 
pinpoint problem, within the 
overall Bu,h River Camping Creek 
watershed. 

The team hae created a Lot\11 
1preod1hut for inputting data 
from SC Dept . of Heal th and 
Environmental Co_ntrol (DHEC) 
water monitoring station. Th@ 
information ha.a been a.ecumulating 
over the yeor, and hu not boon 
analyzed. 
~ a re,u1t or the 1preadsheet, 

Newberry Team II, AmeriCorpa, member1 reeelve technleal 
training from aupemsor Jim Wllson, center. Pictured, from left, 
are: Jay Henderaon, James Holland, Jim Wllaon and Mary Roe. 

the data can be graphed and Holland enjoy, the phyeical 
compari'°n &tucuea can be made in landscape such a1 the hilleides, the 
order to illuetrate trend, and change of ■euone and the well­
patterns oveT the years. managed farm,. 7or fannen, the 

Aerial photos, topography map,, work ia right there ... they live 
ea wel l as a clinometer which • within the workplnce,~ he 1aid. 
measures the land elope • Roe fee11 a rrea~r 11ppreci11tion 
percentage are 1ome of the for the environment. 
instrument, .and equipment used She recalls watc:hlnir a PBS 
by the team. program about mammoth, . Roe 

A• Holland and Roe uae the marveled how ■he could relate to 
equipment in the field, · they have variou1 aubjecta in the program to 
placed a premium on their outdoor hu AmeriCorp, work. 
experiences. Devising a plan to cross a creek 

and trying to pry a canoe out or · 
mud an eome memorable talea ror 
Amy Overstreet. OveratrMt wor\c:1 
primarily with computer data 
entry. She look ■ forward to 
increasing her field time. 

Coll 321-6222, to learn more 
about the team'• current project. 
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Americorps visits camp, 
planting the seeds of hope 
By Stephen Delaney Hale 
Soulh Carolina Bureau 

AIKEN - Aiken resident James Holland has long 
been a believer in national service . 

He is now putting his beliefs into action as a member 
of AmeriCorps. 

Often dubbed the domestic Peace Corps, AmeriCorps 
was created last year by President Clinton as the answer 
to his promise for a national service organization. 

Wednesday, the retired veteran and fonner school 
teacher joined a team of volunteers who planted pine 
seedlings at Camp Long in eastern Aiken County. The 
half-<lozen AmeriCorps members were creating an out­
door environmental education plot at the popular sum­
mer camp. 

When the kids return in the summer of 1995, they will 
st11rlv the effects of man on the environment through the 
'! 1lots being prepared by the team. 

.elt I could make a contribution here and at the 
same time enjoy it," sa id Mr. Holland , 54. "I am retired 
and not ready to sit on the porch yet. " 

Thousands have already volunteered for service na-

Please see AMERICORPS 011 13A 

RCN COCKERIU.EISTAFF 
Americorps members Angela Brinkley 
(left) and Amy Overstreet plant long leaf 
pines at Camp Long Wednesday . 

' !tionwidc. The reason why. accord-
ing to other members of the tea m 
Jt Camp Long , is they feel the 
fleed . 
~- "I've always had a strong be­
'.lief in community service ," sa id 
'j.my Overstreet, a 22-ycar-o ld 
-Wofford College graduate . 
: In August, Ms . Overstreet. a 
:Columbia resident, is leaving for 
'. two years in the Peace Corps in 
:the Ivory Coast. She thinks this 
experience may be good prepara ­
;tion . 

A compatriot, Angela Brinkley. 
said watching her many nieces 
·and nei:-hews grow up in the inner 
:city inspired her to work with ru ­
_ral children . Ms. Brinkley, also 22 , 
'has an associate's degree and is 
;studying engineering at the Uni­
versity of South Carolina . 

Both women plan to take ad ­
.vantage of education credits they 
,are earning for their volunteer 
:work. Volunteers get a nom inal 
living stipend . credit toward col­
lege tuition loans , work experi­
!ence and training and , in some 
.cases, lodging. 
' All of that is important, but 
:most say they get much more . 
: Jay Henderson , 24 , of Colum­
;bia , said he joined because he 
:likes working outdoors and want­
:ed ''to do my part and help the en­
:vironment any way I can ." 
I 

: All of them professed a deep 
:1ove and concern for the environ­
:ment and a compulsion to do 
•something to benefit it. 
! Team leader Mary Roe of 
iPowdersville, S.C., near Green­
'. ville , described herself as the 
:"mid-life, career change , go-back­
:to-get-your-masters-degree type." 
' She said the common denom i­
• nator for the group is the desire 
: for community service. 

"A need to help people ," Ms . 
Roe sa id. 

. Other AmeriCorps volunteers 
• have completed a six-week map­
. ping of Edgefi eld County to help 
sel up a 911 survey. They ha ve 

. also done a fa rm survey in Abbe­

. ville and a water quality survcv in 
: Sa luda County • • 

Ms. Brinklev ·s summed up 
. the ir purpose. ;ayi ng simp ly she 

,, . .... .... , ...,. J' . J 
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AmeriCorps update 

rr he last time we wrote defending President 
Clinton's national service program, Amer­

I iCorps volunteers were up in Butte Falls, 
liammering away on improvements to the Butte 
Falls community hall. 
: They're still in Butte Falls, working at the 

oounty library branch building, the flre hall and 
~strooms at the park. Earlier, they maintained 
national forest trails, planted trees, and worked 
on erosion-control projects. 
i T~E NATIONAL SERVICE program pro­

"iides young workC:.:rs with a living stipend and 
rponey for college. But the GOP Congress is still 
~er to make AmeriCorps an example of its 
willingness to spare no "liberal" program 
(alt.hough it wants to spend more money for 
y.oung soldiers to do make-work on obsolete mili:· 
tary bases) - especially a program that Presi­
dent Clinton can properly be proud of. 
; An~ay, since that last editorial AmeriCorps 

crews are now helping improve the popular but 
tteavily worn trail on Upper Table Rock .. Liter­
ally, your tax dollars at work . • i 

_. - ,- ~ C ,- . ~ 
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Their job 
• • 
1s 1n gutter 
By MIKE HALL 
The Cap,ta l-Journa l 

Those people painting words on 
curbs and in gutters in Tope­
ka aren't graffiti vandals . 

They are painting an important 
anti-pollution reminder, "No Dump· 
ing - Drains to River." 

l\orman L. Sawyer, non- poin t 
source coordinator for the Sha wnce 
County Conservation District , said 
the message was being painted adja ­
cent -to storm sewer inlets in the 
Shunganunga Drainage area. 

The painting is being done by four 
Americorps / USDA members. 

Sawyer estimates 8,000 storm 
drains need to be stenciled. He said 
many members of the public don 't 
real ize the storm drains empty direct­
ly into Shunganunga Creek or the 
Kansas River without going through 
any kind of treatment process. 

Examples of the kinds of things 
people shouldn't put into storm dra ins 
are: used motor oil, antifreeze, ferti)­
izer. pesticides, paint residues, leaves , 
Styrofoam and cans. 

The Americorps members began 
stenciling this week, but Sawyer said 
the majori ty of the work will be 
done next March through June. The 
program also is looking for more 
volunteers to help with the work . 

As the stencilers move through an 
area painting the message on the 
curbs. they also distribute an infor­
ma lion al brochure. Potential volun­
tee rs ma y contact the Shawnee 
Coun ty Conservation District Office 
at 3231 S W. Van Buren. The district 
abo will ha ve a booth at the Topeka 
Lawn, Flower and Garden Show, 
Feb. 17-19, 1995 , where volunteers 
may sign up. 
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Clinton project benefits college 
■ The AmeriCorps 
project leaves its 
mark in The Dalles 

By TOM STEVENSON 
Managing Edilor 

There is much work to be done 
on the grounds of the new 
Columbia Gorge Community 
College campus. 

Projects arc backed up, waiting 
for the time, money and man­
power to become available to gel 
them done. 

One of those projects - a new 
retaining wall that holds back a 
bank along the main driveway -
has been done thanks to a 
cooperative agreement between 
the college and the new 
ArneriCorps Program. 

The AmcriCorps Program was 
designed and implement.cd by 
President ClinLOn as an oppor­
tunity for those who want LO go 
to college - but for financial 
reasons cannot afford IO. Under 
the program's rules, participants 
sign up for a year. work on a 
number of different projects for a 
minimal weekly salary, and at the 
end of the year get a $5,000 
education voucher. 

For many ·the commitment is 
one year, for others it can be two. 

ll takes quite a commitment 
for someone LO step outside each 
day LO work in all kinds of condi­
tions, doing work LO benefit the 
environment, all for only $156 a 
week. There is a carrot dangling 
al the end, however, and it is that, 
along with an opponunity to 
learn many skills, that has at­
tracted a wide assortment of 
people IO the program, according 
to Jerry Gabay. 

Gabay is the dircclOr of the 
Mt. Adams Ccn1cr of the 
Northwest Scn·,ce Academy, 
which is a pan of the 
ArneriCorps program. Jk was oo 
hand lasl week LO watclln m 
members of one d !his ~ 
nine-people crews wm:t on the 

' ' 
•. ·. 1,,-

, •-:-' , .• 
i . 

. \ 
... 

- ' ;s t 

~ . -. .f :: :,; ~ -. -~ 

.~': • ' - . · . 
,'·:~~~,~~· ; : . - -

-. ~ ~· . , ~,. •·'"' 
. .or-.,.,. -- • 

. ... 
~ ' 

··- ·• .--~ . 
, ..... 

• .. 

AMERlCORPS IN ACTION - Brent Fore{! (left) and Carl Lampman were two team members from the 
AmeriCorps Program who were working recently on a new retaining wall at Columbia Gorge Com­
munity College. Both work through the Northwest Service Academy's Mt. Adams Center. (Staff photo 
by Tom Stevenson) 

new retaining wall at Columbia 
Gorge Community College. 

" 1L is .a diverse group," said 
Gabay . " We have three 
grandmothers in I.he program, 
and we have people right out of 
high school." 

Under the guidelines of the 
AmeriCorps program, all of the 
projects the teams work on have 
10 be cnvironment:llly related. 
TI1e team thal was working at 
CGCC had earlier been building 
a fence around a water project in 

Washingion before being snowed 
OUL Near Estacada, they built 
about five miles of trail in the ML 
Hood National ForcsL At the 
same lime I.he crew was working 
in The Dalles, another group was 

See AmeriCorps, page 7 
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THE WHOLE CREW - Crew members from the AmeriCorps Program who took part in building a new 
retaining wall at Columbia Gorge Community College include (from left) Christina Wellman, Jennifer 
Glowacki, Brent Force, Kim Pope, Carl Lampman, and John Duff, the Team Steward. (Staff photo by 
Tom Stevenson) 

Amer i Co r P 5going to affect future gencra-
Continued frorp page I Lions." 
enhancing habitat for wale.fowl 
on Wells Island al Hood Ri ver. 

Ye1 another team recently 
finished working lhrcc weeks dis­
m an tl in g Hope's Place , a 
women's shelter in White Sal­
mon lhal bwned. The environ­
mental connection there, Gabay 
noted, is that the new Hope's 
Place will be a solar building and 
will have a stale-of-the-art rrxy­
cling program. 

The work is not easy, as Jen­
nifer Glowacki, a rec.en! high 
graduat.c from Timber noted . 

"The work is hard," said 
Glowacki . ''The first project we 
did was trail building and ii took 
a 101 out of you. But we got used 
to il, and we have a good Lime 
working together, so that helps." 

Glowacki joked that the team 
had recently took a week off for 
training, and then moved to 
Columbia Gorge Community 
College to begin the lat.est project 
and the sore muscles quickl y 
returned. But to her, it is certainly 
worthiL 

'The scholarship at the end 
makes ii aJI worth while," she 
said. "Bui I jusl graduated and 
this is giving me a chance to 
figure oul whal I wanl to do." 

Carl Lampman, a 23-ycar-old 
from White Salmon, had worked 
conslnlclion since he graduated 
from high school , but has wanted 
to go to college to study en­
gineering. It was his mother who 
handed him the applicalior1 for 
the AmcriCorps program. 

"If you're looking lo further 
your educalioo .and lookmg fCM a 
ch.allcn_gc .i: yow- J.ilc.. n I 

52y • yes. do this ;~ 
Lmnptmm s:aillL ~It's al.so nice to 

• • llk:,~. wm• rt"'rc doing is 

John Duff, a 26.-ycar-old 
fonncr resident of the cast coast 
who came to the program via 
Scaulc. was the "team steward" 
on duly al the college. He was 
quick to note lhal the program 
was off to a good start. 

'"Things arc going well," he 
said. 'There have been a lol of 
things we had not anticipated, but 
that is pan of it being the first 
year. What I'm enjoying seeing is 
the success people arc having. 
They arc sticking with the 
program, selling goals and reach­
ing them." 

Because he is a member of the 
actual "management staff," Duff 
will not gel the S5 ,000 education 
voucher at the end of the year. He 
said he chose to become a part of 
the AmcriCorps tcarn because he 
"wanted lO do something for the 
environment, something out.doors 
and to work with people." 

"It's been a grc.it experience 
so far ." said Duff, who has his 
Bachelor's Degree in English and 
plans on furthering his education. 
'The dynamics of working in a 
group like this arc really interest­
ing." 

Since the program began late 
la.st summer, only four people 
have dropped oul, Gabay said. 
One was asked to lc.ivc, while 
the other three chose to depart for 
personal reasons. 

The Northwest Service 
Academy is one of similar 
programs i;rcated as part _of 
AmeriCorp~. Some of those rn ­
volvc<l live on site al Trout Lake, 
and theiT room and board is 
deducted 1rom their S 156 per 
week. Others live at home or in 
other private residences. 

Those from the ML Adams 

Center work throughout the 
Mid-Columbia region. and Gabay 
said he is hearing from a number 
of groups and agencies who arc 
in1crcs1cd in having groups do 
work . 

"We met (last week) with some 
people who want us to do some 
riparian work on FifLecn Mile 
Crcclc," Gabay said. "The BPA 
also wants iu to do riparian work 
on other creeks. The Dufur His­
torical Society has talked to us. 
All of those arc in the conceptual 
stage. We would also real ly like 
to do some work on the 
Riverfront Trail in The Dalles. 

The projects being ac ­
complished by those in 
AmeriCorps arc quite likely 
projects thal would not get done 
otherwise - at least not as 
quickly, Gabay noted. 

"We arc going out and working 
in the communities," said Gabay. 
"We hope people will see what 
can get done." 

Those who have work done by 
AmcriCorps workers pay for it in 
varioiu ways. In the case of the 
college, CGCC officials agreed 
to give tuition grants for par­
ticipants of $200 per day !hat the 
crew is working on Lhc campus. 

Gabay said that he is uncertain 
how the grants will be used. bul 
diffc.cnt options are being ex­
plored, ranging from a class 
being taught to all in the ML 
Adams Center, to individuals get­
ting further training. 

"It is a cooperative effon that 
works," Gabay said. 

The Northwest Service 
Academy is currently recruiting 
for new crew members to begin 
working in January. fur addition­
al information about the program 
contact Leigh Hancock at (509) 
395-3467 . 
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• Ameri~qls offering 
openings in the 
Four Coi-ners area 

Tbe U. S .. t>epanmctt of 
AirJculture is m11chio1 me 
~ prop-am m Uiah et, 
monlh 'by otr~ opport:Ditios to 
lboot 40 college ~ aJ lazD 
•erk experie11oee and Cllitioo retm­
burscnau while bclpmg ~lop N­
ral aRaS of ltlC Folr Com:n ~ 
Amerlcoxps is Presidcul Bill 
OID10C.•1 aew natiooal SCMOe tm­
lialive ~ a.taNis.bc:& a "dom~ 

.Pc:a.::c Ccrp&. •• 
Jo]) ~s are aVlilallle i:D 

Ucab. New Me11co. Colorado and 
Am.cm m cbe ~ or ecbcl.­
tloo.. i.n£armaDali. small«ak agri, 
cullare develo~ n.a:uraJ re.. 
SOUJtel invcntmy and ~J 
ind'1Sll'y~. 

• Americorps is s.cd.:.ios co Ueie 
Jr.id~ ~ an int:rut in rural 
development. To1'CQoestan applka­
\jg:n and 1eam abooc ~rps m 
lbe Four CaDCn regioa, call l~ 
7S,4-1445. Applic::ariom will be ac­
~ fhrougb Sept. 30. 

Pfflkipants "'ill c:aru a.ltipcnOof 
$12,0C'O ror "'on:iQJ 1.800 h~W"I 
duriog a I 0- 10 12-moadi period. 
They ....m al!o ftl0d..-c. bcahh w~ 
a.oae and rc:mtiun.e:me:nr. foe child 
care, t! ~. Upon c:ompl.etioa 
of lhc 1,800 houn. u eduauion 
vou~ d $4,725 will be av..a-dcd 
The vouc:ba ~ be used to repay 

AlCbtbm IJ>d/ork applied u,,; 
lr'llrdlaioaof<rm~dejft:e.. 

Tbc Fout Comm tnitiati~ wlD 
toca.s oo c«Gamk: devekpnem and 
nviroume~lal co1uervalioi.. 
Spcdfk.aDy, A.mericcrps members 
will ti:!- 0>""4netillJ 1.0 aoal)'ii5 Of me 
po=tial fxr QaQl:ral ~ bucd. 
valnc-edcSe4 ~ in tbe ream; 
a,nd1Kn121 ~ hltO Cbe role of 
natmal resoarce based iDdmttic.s ill 
)ocal eooACZrucs; and wistin: lim­
iled resoaro: tarm.c:. In dcve.Joplng a 
4&~ of rcgiOtlal ~ 
md as.skriDg ..-ith t0Qrism industry 
~ 
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Creek project introduces AmeriCorps 
By DAN SWANSON 
News-Pren manag ing editor 

1"a11 ona l office rs grcc 1ed an 
AmcnCorps :SJ1Jonal Scr" cc crew 
"' "rk:r.g Monda- 10 clear South 
T,~k Cree• 

P,u! Jot:nson. ch1<f of the Soll 
Consen at1on ScP 1cc. and Joel 
Berger of the L' S. De partment of 
Agriculture v1s,tcd the crc"' to he lp 
launch the program 1n Nebraska and 
nauon., ,dc .-\mcnCorps. which go1 
o ff the pour.d on Scp1 12 . ,s 
co ns,dc rcJ 10 be the domcs11c 
-. ers1on of the PeJ:c C ~"Irr, 

Berge r J01nd the iour 
AmcnCorrs "orl.crs remo\lng lo0 
Jams and debris ircm 1hc creek bed 
on SJIJOnal i\ :bc r Da) Founda:,on 
~r .:- :-,-:rt :, ne .!r S1einhart Pa:-k Rc:d 
·•Tr.i:r: ·s no t-euer \A. a~ 10 leJrr .. 
1han to wor ~ along~1.:!e your 
members . You don't rcallv learn b) 

s1t11ng 10 your olf1c e in 

Washin g1on." he said. 
The Scbraska CH) prcjcct is one 

of the firs1 ,n the Mid"-CSI and JS 

part of the Secrc130 of i\gncul1ure 
'.\! ,kc Esp) ·s r'o.:us on hclpin0 10 

n:pJ.Jr damage fr om 1hc 1993 floods 
"\\ "her. we , ,sued 1he flood damaged 
sites. \olo C prvmis ed not to i o until 
the ,ob \A,, J !, don e v.·e· rc here 
bcc,~sc the JOb ,sn·t done ." Berge, 
""d 

AmcriCorps has fo ur branches in 
S ebra;kJ •· Te ~umseh. Omaha, 
L. ncoln and Norfolk The Omaha 
and Tecumseh branches.,., a!rcad) 
in operJt1on and 1he Sorfolk branch 
1s re crunrng for "4 0rkcn. \\"orkcrs 
are paid a minimum of S 7 .600 anc 
receive health be neiits The) are 
also elig ible for an educa11on al 
voucher worth S4 .725 to pay for 
1ui1Jon or school debls 

Work in g ,n Se braska C11y 
"1onday were Cre" Leader Chuck 
Ycarsly of Lincoln. Eric Bartels of 
fecumse h and Theresa and Emily 
Shem1an of Tecumseh Barte ls said 
,c Joi ned Amer iCorps because of 
.he education benefi1 and the chance 
.o hel p lhe commun ,t) Bancl,. 
Nho 1s marncd "" 1th 11,,1, 0 \.'.h1ldrcn . 
,opes 10 go bJ:k 10 col lege 
Years!~ s~ud the program 1s a \lr,J~ 

o scnc the ~ountr) and g,, cs 
.;1t1z cn s an c·, ampl c of nauona\ 
..t n1r..·c . 

I 
I 

t. . ~ -
I • _., • · •• 
I 

Theresa and Emily Sherman , lelt, USDA director Joel Berger, Eric Bartel• and Chuck Ye ■r1ley take a break from work 
Monday. Berge r end th• AmerlCorp, crew worked one day clearing debrl1 In South Table Creek that had been lei ' 
behind by the 1993 !lood1. 

Johnso n 1old 1he workers 1hat 1he 
Soll Con~cn auon Scrv1 ..:c 1n1cnds 
to bu ild , n what Iha, do "You ' re 
1h e fir s1 generation of th ,s 
progr am ... he sa id. "This ,s a 
program 1ha1 " 111 <•nl) rneng1hen 
in future )Cars ." He sa,d up to 
20.000 people "1 11 be "- Ork,ng in 
AmmCorps by 1he =nd of 1hc firs1 

year 
Bill Cald v.c ll. a Uni vers ity of 

Sebraska h tension specialist. "as 
also on hand \1ond&)' to in spect 1he 
program He said he ,s stud) ,ni; 
the program 10 use it with other 
SCT \.'1C c proJCClS " The servic e 
componen t ,s the lasllng bencf11." 
he sa,d "The sp1r11 of •olunteensm 

and natio,al ser, 1cc are the things I 
will look for ,n buildin g 
components . We are looking for 
somethin~ that adds meanin g 10 the 
lives o,' th e youn g pe opl e 
involved" 

Johnson said AmencCorp, g;-e< 
people the oppori nit, 10 "- Ori. on 
the land t nd be c,:· sen 1cc "Youni: 

Pho lo by Dan Swari so~ 

people a grea1 deal 10 cun:r,bu1e and 
the~ want to contribute ," ~c sa id 

SADF ernplo) ees are c. pecicd to 
"-Ori. 1hroug~ ou1 1he _,. ,n1 e: 
c lear n,n t 1he creek bed 
AmcnCori--(, crews mc,,. ed on 1oda :, 
to othc:-- a: c~ of the d1str1..:t affc~:c; 
b, 1he I 99~ f:oods 

, 
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)ne of llr5t states to benefit from national service initiative 

Vermont Anti-Hunger Corps 
to be located in Bellows Falls 

by Robert F. Smit h 

BELLOWS FALLS - !'resi ­
t C linlon signed inlo law• bill 
u ing AmeriCorps o n Seplcm-
21, 1993, a domestic version o r 
Peace Corps. This prog ram wi ll 
a broad spcclrum or cilizen 

un lccrs 10 wOl'lt in lhc arCL~ or 
ca lion , public sarety, cnviron-
11 al programs and meeting hu• 
, needs. Vermont, lhrough the 
,rts or Senator Patrick Leahy, 

l>c one or the first states lo 
efil from this national service 
iative in • program lilied the 
·mont Anti -Hunger Corps. 
Jed hy a grant from the United 
cs Dcpartmcnl or Agriculture. 
lows Falls has been chosen as 
ccnler from wh ic h the local 

nbers or the program will work 
/indham and Windsor counties. 
Holly Hammond . the Team 
dcr or the Ant i-llungcr Corps 
,outhcastem Vcrmonl, held a 
,ling on November 16 at 1he 
·kingham Memor ial Lihrory lo 
lain the local program lo any 
rrstcd parties . 
In five geographic rcginn• or 
slalc, groups or eighl intlivi,lu -

Rebtrt F. Sffllt• 

Holly Hammond. Tum Leader or the Anti-Hunger Corps In ~oulhustern Vermont, 
the domHtlc version o r l'ucr Corps 

al, will live and work logclhcr in• 
vnrie1y nr programs 10 help rrtluce 

the problem or hun)!er in Vermont. 
Vnlun1ccr, mu,1 he age I Hor older. 

ancl make a cnmmi1mcnl to work 
for one year full -time io lhc pro-

gram. In rclurn they will t,c pro­
vided wi lh a S7 ,660 an nual living 
a llowance, hcallh insurance . work 
relaled lransporlalioo ancl a chi ld 
care allowance, if needed . Al the 
end of lhc year of service lhcy wi ll 
receive aS4,725 educa1ion or I rain ­
ing voucher thal can be used for 
vocalional , co llege and university 
courses, or towards paying off stu ­
dcnl loans. 

Hammond said 1ha11hc program, 
which began lhis month. is in ils 
recrui ting and !raining stage. Suil ­
ahle housing for lhe eighl local learn 
members is being sough! in Bel­
lows Falls, which is cenlrally lo­
caled for their assigned area . 

"During lhi s first year we wanl 
lo work oul programs 1hat will nol 
be jusl Band -Aids 10 the problem 
of hunger in I his parl of Vcrmonl , 
but some real solutions," said 
Hammond. "We'd like 10 work wilh 
advisory groups from 1hc local com­
munilics made up of parcnls, edu­
cators, clergy, 1he homelc.ss and 
01hcrs . We need the ir help in decid ­
ing what lhe priorily areas are 1ha1 
we should conccnlralc on." 

Pan of lhc purpose of 1hc Anli • 
Hunger Corps is 10 collahoralc wilh 
already cxis1 ing groups and pro· 
grams. providing ulra hands and 
lcchnical assistance as needed. wilh 
lhe long-lcrm purpose or makinl! 

!hose grou ps and proj!rams more 
effec tive on their own . For inslam.·c, 
ll ammond cxplai nccl 1ha1 !he y 
woulll he working wilh Soulhcas• ­
crn Vcrmonl Communi1y Aclion in 
ils fond di slrihulion program . help ­
ing SE VCA creale a heller program 
with more communily dis1ribu1ion 
cc nlers and more regular volun­
lccrs. O1hcr areas thal the local 
grL•up may hccome involved wilh 
arc nulrilional educalion programs 
in lhc schools and elderly housing 
projccls, school lunch programs, 
communily meals projecls, sum­
mer reeding programs, food shelve , 
and food banh. 

"There are a fol of possihili ­
lics," explained Hammond . "Be­
cause we ' re in 1hc Slart-up phase 
righl now, il's impossihk 10 sny 
cxaclly whal we'll he doin g and 
whal programs we'll become in ­
volved in. Bui lhis is a tremendous 
asscl for lhe communilics in 1his 
area lo lake advanlagc of." 

Those intereslcd in working in 
lhis program can wrilc 10 1hc Vcr­
monl Anli -Hungcr Corps, c/o Of­
fi cc of Economic Oppor1Uni1y , 103 
Soulh Main Slrecl, Walerhury , VT 
0567 I• I 801, or call 1-R00 -360-
2577 . While applicalions arc being 
received lo fill 1hc40posi1ions open 
lhroughoul lhe slalc , more volun­
lccrs arc needed. 

-



Community service is their mission 
By Stephanie Spear 
SP«4 10 tN i.t,ra:::: 

Pru,den : Chn:on ', Ame nCorps 
n;u1on~ Rr"\1Ct program ts a.l1" e 
~nd ,,..., II m tht South .... ·est - for 

nc" 
Forr. AmenCorp, member1 in 

thr Four Corner, reg,cr. - I I 
he>dqu•nered Jocalh - ar, set· 
tlir.~ into t.he 1r pos1t1ons of ser.1,e 
to commun1ues thoug h thr ne..., 
pr0'f."Jm 1s threatened b, the cur­
, c :'lt bud ~t t-cuaang RepL:b iic a.n 
conves> 

The prcs1c.c:r.~ s pnud nauc:i.:.: 
St l'"\1C C' lnlllltl\t' "'"J.\ Sl2'fl C'd into !J..., 
._.,th t.he ~auonl! and Co mmur. 1~ 
S,n,ce Trust .-\ct an September 
1;,3 , cre•ung 20 .000 nau onal 
AmenCorps po11uon, >.nd consol:­
d•ung • number of other nauonal 
sen ,ce progr.ims . AmenCorp, . th e 
ce~terp1t ce program unde r the 
~, t g,, es .~'Tl t ncanl 17 and olCc 
linng supends . educau o~a! 
mune·, helhh insurance and child 
care 1.lio,,,3nccs in t ).change for 
one to thret vears of ...,·or \.. in non­
profit segme~u of communn:e\ 

AmenCorp, seel..5 to teach an 
et l-.i.. of 0, 1, respo ns1b1ht, and 
communt[\•bu1:ding .... h i:e pro,,d­
ing Jub e~ pe:ience in educJuo n 
p i.:b'.1c safe r,. environment a r: d 
h \;1;,Jr, scr.·.L cs 

·1t > ser.,.:c ~·ork , ba.sicalh to 
he :F commu nnies re \'1ta i1 2e 
AmenCorp1 11 not out to bnng the 
ft dcra! go, ern mc nt s gu id elines 
,nd rulings do ,_,, upon the people 
- r.t.hcr that commun mes h;l\e 
, c,me thrng to ,a, ,nd programs a:e 
dCI eloped through the -.,shes ,f 
the people· s.ud Uo,d w ,:he!m 
fa CJ hutor for the Four Corners 
.-\menCc,rps members . 

:--rne men ,nd -.·omen ""t the 
AmenCorps rural dC\e lopment 
pr ogram and three -.ith Colorado­
Corps - a suie-<irngned, .-\men­
corp>-funded sen,ce learning pro­
gram for stude nts on college cam­
pwes - swtec -.·ork thlS fall ar.d 
,.,nier Three federal agenc,c, and 
Fort Le",s College are ,ponsors for 
the prOJCCl rn the Durango area 

San Juan Resource Conscrvauon 
2nd De>elopmen t " hlCh proside1 
natun l resou rce dc, elopmcnt a.ss 1s• 
u :ice m rural area.s . made one-,. ear 
grant apphcauons -.·h1Ch created 
w. .-\mencorp, pomion>. . 
_ One ~ filled by ensironmer.ta l 
biologm Agn es Suazo ,,,ho pros,des 
expemse to the Southern l te ln­
dran Tnbe He r wL - Amencorps 
language doesn ·, include the word 

JOb since members don "t re ce1-.t 
pa~ fr om th e communit') - is to in ­

,·,n ton stock ranges on the Sou th­
ern L' ie lnd12n Resen.uon >.nd 
recommend repa..ir and impro,e• 
ment of fen ces, stock ponds , dams 
2nd roads . Suazo, !&, represe nts 
Am er,corps' ideal of re cru1t1ng 
qu,hfied people wh o "•nl to re• 
turn to area, hke those thes gr•" 
up m m an attempt to re,.e ne ~·hat 
the go"ernment cal l, "bra111 dram· 
or exodw of creau,e minds from 
rurJ.i area, . Suazo grad uated fr om 
fort Le .. ,, College rn 1990 and per­
funn ed se.so na1 and al.her ....,erk 
fur a nau on,'. fo re st rn Idah o 
bc1 ore taL ,n~ the .-vne n:orps pru1-
ll v~ 

Going from th~ .classrooqi to the t9\\n 
By Stephanie Spear . •. time. ~tions wilh FLC'~ CcIJ~r: receives its fun din& through the 

• :Acw~~ce Lcam!ng ' lielping_ ColoDdo Governor', Commru,on 
_5-__ ' 10_1n_,_Ho_ ~ _______ -~~~in Grigg ovcncc a.bout on Njllional and Community Ser-

. liO' ~ ~.i9.~ ~-FLyfruden11 'who "ice, '3fl co tity created by Ameri-
. ColoradOU>rps tnc, to . krep vo~~ ~ : ~hcp~ _d _ . , -~ ~i~on to generate suie 

higher ed uauon from getung ID nudeiii['~&e~ ' IJ'! mi('71'_\upi_~, ~ - Grigg i, a mem­
head too far in the cloudJ. , 1.nd other Jl!:Dj~ __ Lqat att.cmpt to.;-. .,.,".f . UW commis>,on wh ich 

Th t program on C~Jorado s integrate public te1·· ce with nu- . ~&,d µie Color.adoCorps pro­
coU•~• ~ampwes ~ICh I.S _a pan dents ' NIU?tions. • ·• • ~ -IQ Colorado Campw Com­
of Pre,ioent Clinton' AmenCorps Grau, a ·21 year-<>ld tenior, i, • ~"a-ci:>aliiion oi Colorado cc, l­
nauor. 31 sen,ce prc,gram teeu lO al,o working on ~ proj ect lo legcs and W!Mrsitk, "'ho ,pomcr 
mme studtnu from the heigh LS .of IO\'oh·c more srude-nu in ~ rvic~ ~mmWUr:y aenicc lel;-nm;: pro• 
lCJdtm1J J.nd gr~und th em m Ult learning. Ander.on u he lping . gnm,. . 
\ ·tr- rel! "" ork 01 commum~ .sef' - orpru.z.c a confrrence to bring · • •AmcriCorps is a ""'.i ~ tu tJ.l c­
lCe together F1.C 1000!0!;}· gnduates your frustnti on.s ,.,,th L~c educa-

Fon 11",s College "one of 16 to asses, thr:i r education's relc- tional ,ntcm) 1.nd act ," said Jen• 
Colorado colleges or uni\·emtie, ,=ce to their experience follow- nifcr Grau, 21 , who will gr.iduate 
"-1th ColoradoCorps members ing graduation . ~ -- :· ·fr. 9111_11,C_t,liisspring. She recentl , 
who ,uned -.·ork thi, f.JI. Jennifer •1t·, • ,a fa.scinatiqg ·i ~ • •• 'rwCQ> • college srudenu 
Gra u and N1Colc An derson -.i ll legialalion." said Grigg o/_i ~~ ,,;:~ -~ -if!ihe U •LAC-Duran-
continue their part-ti me positions National_ ~f ~~ry _~i=4ce ; :.~~;(lfJl~~ d_ Latin Amen­
m FLC', ,mice learning program Trust Act \i-h1ch crµted _ 20,000 . ~ -_<;:i~utonng prog-:-2n1 
through next ,·ear. Beyond that, AmcriCorj>S'positioru n ationwide,:., lfld il)e ~ gnlif\e~ by the mutual 
however. ColoradoCorps fuwre is where mem'bcn wqs'k .wit!i' 'coJll::1 ·ttactlon" i:,f.coDegt ,iudenL< and 
uncert.un . House , peaker Newt . muniry noii:profit cjitlti~• in. a J -''kids~ ' ~ "::' •• 
Gingrich a.s been quoted a.s sa)ing 'change fo r i living stipend, edua,J·1'!''!"Jlicrc is excitement on both 
the AmeriCorps program i, tion al award money and other !·. ~-- 1be said. 
·coerced , oluntarum" •nd •gim- bcnefiu. Andenon ~d C,i:au · ·· ~ ._eriG9rps >.nd thertfore Coi­
mickf) ." receh'C a $4,050 sti~n4-1!lf . ~~oCorp., faces challenges 

Ande™Jn , a 2S-yc:u-old gradu-. hours o.-er • two-yea, .~iiQd· ·- •~ -~df ederal guideli ne! tend 
ate of FLC ,aid one of Colondo- $2,3; 5 to apply toward cducation:;• ~favor prajccts tha t u ckle urgen[ 
Corps' •nd ,emcc luming's goal, "Wha. Qio[on wat uying to do ' -~ ~pro~le,m that have a du-m 
is to "cre•te a k.ind of experience was inspire:_~ ethic ofservice and

1 
-· pb,-.ical impact, 2nd hum>.n ser­

th at " real to our dailv Jives. ~ get people ;it]~fy_e~ ... in ~g- ~c" Fu are.often hard to qw.n-
1dea i, to start teacl,,,'..g through communities," Grigg Ila.id .. L .. ':i. ~..; ~ >- ;_.Y ·: . 
th e experience of learning n>.ndi- Some AmcnCorps proJeCU ~ ; -~ ·guess IS tlw (the program 
on. Suddenly )slU ha\C a relation-- cei,·e djrect federal funding. a., ,;lo •·a )".'~ IC> l!c n eutered." Gng0 
,h ip "ith the ., orJd." . nine othc:r positions in llie Sanl , ~cntt4."'ihougb Clinton ha, 

Anderson and Grau fill half- Ju>.n Basin, Colorad0Corp1~; _-ni:-e(!" fighf fo r his progr..in 

"You lno"· -.·hat ' h fee l, hke 
home • md Durango-raued Saazo 
01 "" od..ing: on the rese rvacon 
" here her mother and other rela­
U\es lre buned 

According to O llie Po"·ers , 
Ame ncorp, in for mauon an d edu­
ClllOn speC1alis: a: Sa n Jua RClo.: D 
Suaz-,, --·ork .. , 11 he lp bnng th, 
tnbt c.lu>l!I lO st lf-mar..s ~emem of 
Lhe1r O¼TI land Their n;\o\ conser­
,-.uon co rps .. , 11 implement tht 
u~grades th11 summer 

Po-. ers II anothe: .-vne nCorp, 

,ib!e future logging 
Ame riCorps member Da le 

Wh ile ,..Jk.s the nearly !00 ,quare 
miles of L:te Mounl4in L' te Jnd1>.n 
Res en auon doing a natural re­
source mvenlof'\ so the oi~ can 
de"elop a gnzmg management 
plan H11 educational a.,-:ud monev 
IS earmarled to repa\' h11 student 
loan from a recent m..sters pr~ 
gram where he earned a degree " 
natural resources management 

Shannon Ma nfred , and Amy 
Callard "·ere placed rn the Region 

mem ber, prep .. r· 
mg media re lta..!-· -------------
es about the pr "AmeriCorps has 

:-.;me Econ om ic 
DC\·elopmen t of­
f,ce and are deal-

grarr. and Jn • h mg -.,th regional 
J uln RC6.:D pre, given to mew at tran sp o rta llo· 

JCCU Po"m ha, l Durango has..notJJ --- Qilnd gro,-·th .. 
commun1cat1ons ~-~ -""""-· 
degree bu t d id Tim Richard:· "Ma.n1m!i. 21 ,r: 
not " orL in her volunteer gre-.· up in lgna-
field for 10 , ears - ------------ c,o and graduat-
"'h1Je ra11ing he r ed from FLC m 
ch ildre n 1990 "ith a hum2n1uu degree. She 

0 Th 11 JUll ha, bee n reallv fun 
I'm domg San Juan RC&D a semce 
and thC\ ' re doing me an C\e n big­
ger one ," said Po--e rs. 40. She and 
the other .-\me nCorps members ge t 
$6 65 an hour for " orking 1,700 
hou r1 dunng one -.ar 2nd S~.i25 
to ap ph ,o-.-. rd their ed ucauon 

Like Po" e:s ~lark Applequm IS 

an AmenCorps member m a ume 
of iranrn ,on .~pplequ11t , 46 • 
longume conslrucuon -...·erk.er \o.1V'l 

a degree in iorest.n "'"' look,r.g for 
a change: of ca, et:- "" hen h!s l.a.!1 
ch1lo .... e,u 11 . .:.c.1:l.e.-t' Ht 1s .Sln't'-· 
IIrl{ ,!1~~1~1~1:•iJ :it.t.!'T-.. U. pr.ro.t.e 1it,,,ood• 

14..-:1:t•• 1!t 'lhe -:-. ~!.Un B35tn to 
d-ttvcn:~ ~ · .um.b-e: qCanun fo r pas.-

is helping org.n ize a spring area 
gro.,1h conferen ce and recently 
"Tote a grant for a Four Corners 
sustainable foreSLry conference. 

He r Am eriCorps posiuon ha.s 
been 2n eye-opene r, sho-.ing her 
that ·region mne ha, ,u hand in 
eser;-th1nf and that she "•nu to 
bt- ma com mumt, ser.,ce.-onented 
JOb "I thrnk ll fiu '." she ,.ud . 

Cal!ard mO\'Cd back to Durango 
after fintshing her MBA degree in 
~l a1 One of her projecu i, to help 
upda.t the 0-erall Economic De­
,..,lopmen[ Plan . an exhawuve 
complilation of dau on the imme­
diate five-<ount) region . Recentl) 
she accomp>.nied another Forest 

Ser,.ice-sponsored Amenc orps 
member to that ager.C\ ·s re~10:1.1l 
meeung , an e,·ent she and .\ll ri ­
fred i describe a, breal.11,.: er,,.-,, 
.. • .11, ber,,'Cen agenC1e, -

·rm not sure the Forest Sen ,re 
would ha,, done that befor e." slid 
Callard 

Todd Tucker. a:vng "ith Carla 
Garruon and T,m Richard are for­
.,, Scn ict-1pon,ored AmenCorps 
membe rs. Tucke r II tn,ng to help 
communiues along the S2n Juan 
Skvway develop a land ma nage­
ment pl>.n along the ~3&-m:le sce­
nic loop Tucke r, 2S retu rned w 
h11 home l0"-11 of Durango rn De­
cember afte r recei\1nb l la:1dscat•C 
archnc cture deg ree outs ide L!1t" 

area 
Garruon and Richard are worL­

ing with Forest Scn,ce offic,a!s and 
other group, on the re, 11ed Sa:-. 
Ju>.n J\auona.l Fore st Plan Res,,wc, 
targeted for compleuon rn 1999 

Garruon h gat.henng econom ic 
da u that " ill impa et dem,o ns on 
for est w e, 2nd Ri chard a soC1olog.· 
cal profile of comm un1t1 ,i and 
their ,-a.Juts . 

''Vfe act ;u a hason bef"'·cen com­
munities and agen ci es ,"' said Ga rri­
son , who ts "·orkmg on a m:u ten 
degree in natural re~ourc t' ma r.• 
agement. 

Enthwia..sm is ii comrr.on theme 
among the AmenCorpi membe cs 

"AmenCorps ha.1 gl\en to me 
"'hat Durango ha, not ." ,,,d Rich­
ard . .,-ho ha, strugfled tt• II\, :11 
Durang o for 15 ve J.r~ M l t :-1..1 h bt.· 
hen~ tu an au the:iu ~ a ttt"mpt t (, 

pro\1dt a ITT.J I~ bc-1:c..f:::~i H·:•~Ct' 10 

commun1ues. 
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Program gives graduates ·experience 
• AmerlCorps, a national service 
project launche<i IJy President 
Clinton in September, has splashed 
down in Douglas County's wetlands. 

Hv 1{1c /\NIIUl'ION 

jt lllHNAl.• WIIHI ll \VHI 1111 

As lime was running out 011 
his seasonal joh last surn111er, 
Craig Johnson's 11e x t (·areer 
move was a frustrating unu·r­
tainty. 

"In our fil'ld, you'vt· got to 
have a joh to gl'I t•xperience and 
experience to get a joh," said 
Johnson, a 24-year-uld hiologist 
who graduated from Emporia 
State University in 199]. 

And although he was working 
in his fit'ld at the K;1mas I >qi;irt­
ment of Wildlife and l'arks' 
Melvern Wildlill' Area, lie said, 
"What I wa,; lw.iring .was that 
sununcr work ditln't rt•ally count 
as ex1X!rl l'1Ke." 

Today, he's gelling that expe­
rience 111 /\meriCorps, tlw S]<,t) 
million 11atio11al service program 
laund w d hy President Clinton 
in Sepk111ber. Johnson is one of 
fou r volunteers working in Dou-

r
las County on a five -year pro-
1..- t to Inventory the stalt''s wet ­

iHllh 1111d riparian areas, or 
hilll k. of watL·rways. 

The volunteers, recent college 

111 NI, KN011111t/JouMNAt,•WORI 1, 1'11010 

Discussing aerial photos of the Douglas County terrain are, from left, 
Cody Lind, Arlen Flax, Kevin Feleay and Craig Johnson. The four, who work 
out of the Natural Resources Conservation Service office in Lawrence, are 
members of AmeriCorps, a federal program that allows students to work in 
community service to repay college loans. 

graduates with dl'grees in biolo­
gy and park rt'\llllrCL' 111a11agl'· 
lllL'llt, are charting co1111ty wet ­
l;111ds by st11dyi1 !g aerial pho­
tograpl1~ anti 111aps, plus 111aki11g 
011-site vbits. 

Kl'vi11 Feleay, a 25 -year-old 
Ka11sas State U11ivl'rsity gr;1duate 
i11 biology, was the fir s t J\111eri ­
Corps vol1111ll'l'r to arrive in 
Douglas Count)•. Feleay, who 
started working 011 tl1e project in 

(h'toht·r, llas hl'l'll joi11l'd by 
Joh11~011, J\rll'n Flax, 24, and 
Cody I.ind, :m. 

Eacll voiuntt'L' r madl' a one­
yl'ar co111111itme11t to AmeriCorps 
and has the option of scrvi11g a 
seco11d term . 111 return, each 
receivl'.~ a $12,000 stipend for 
livi11g expensl's and a $4 ,275 
educational award that c.111 UL' 
llSL'tl for college, joh trai11i11g or 
repayment of studl.'nt loans. 

The four, who are among 
20,000 participants in J\meri­
Corps, ilfe working in the fedl'ral 
agriculture depart1m·11t's Natural 
Resources Conservation SL•rvice 
office, JOJO Four Whel'I Urive. 

Douglas Gahn, NHCS district 
conservationist, anti project 
members said the goal was not 
to snatch productive land away 
from farmers. 

"The rule of thumb is that if 
you can drive a tractor through 
it , you can farm it," Johnson 
said . "You just can't tlrain it." 

The riparian study, Gahn said, 
will help local conservationists 
protect and enhance banks of 
waterways. 

Fl'IL·ay saitl that ill additio11 to 
working 011 the inve11tory, vol­
unteers were involved ill training 
a11d community service work 
like t•11vironmental education 
progra1m for youths. 

All thl' while, volunteers will 
he gaining career footholds and 
the opportunity to work on a 
meaninglul project. 

"Must of Kansas' wetlands 
have been drained ," Johnson 
said . "It'll be nice to look back 
and say you helped protect 
what 's left. It'd also be nice to be 
silting i11 a big, cushy job and 
look back and say this helped 
you get there." 
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STARR McDANILES AND CHAD DEJ',;lSON are working with Pittsfield Economic Developer 
Robin Hendley to gather infonnation on Pittsfield's downtown area. McDaniles is from Pearl 
and Denison from Pittsfield. 

·They're parts of Americorps team 
By DAN LONG 

"Hopefully some of the things 
I'll be learning I can take back to 
Pearl and use it to stop the de­
cline there," Starr McDaniles said 
about her working as an Ameri­
coq,s volu11teer. 

McDaniles and Oiad Denison 
are two members of Americorps, 
a group of volunteers employed 

by the US Department of Agri­
culture. 

Denison, from Pittsfield, and 
McDaniles are working through 
the Pittsfield economic develop­
.ment office lo collect data on. 
Pittsfield's downtown area. 

They11 collect infonnation on 
businesses, buildings, residences, 
parking and other factors, accord­
ing to Robin }-f Pnciley, Pittsfield 

economic developer. 
The information will be used 

to meet ADA requirements, ful­
fill Main Street designations for 
application and other possible 
projects. 

"We need to know what the 
data says and see what direction 
it's pointing," Hendley said. 

It could point to a certain mar­
ket area not being met by current 
businesses or a need for more 
parking, or it might not, Hendley 
said. 

Denison and McDaniles will 
work for 9-10 months on the data 
:ollection project. They've al­
-eady undergone some training in­
:luding CPR and first aid from 
the Red Cross and team building 
at WlU, accorwng to Denison. 

At the end of the project, both 
volunteers will receive scholar­
ships toward additional education 
as well as experience. 

"Ifs a volunteer position with a 
living expense." McDaniles said. 

"You earn money and there's a 
$4,725 scholarship toward (educa­
tion)," Denison said. "It's a chance 
to make contacts and gain experi­
ence." 

Both volunteers applied for the 
program through Two Rivers 
RC&D, the local sponsor of the 
program. 
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Hill getting benefits from AmeriCorps program 
fly fbi&ip Mi.:bacl\ 
Staff Reporter 

h WilS Jl!Olhec JO-hour wo,kday klr c,c-.vs along 
Double View Drive in JdyUwi.ld Jasa week. Crews cut 
down bees and clultd »~·ay hnasla la build a .fuel hfe:ik 
proaccting DCMby houses fr<l,. any fue hazard. Aid 
!lottgJI lhc wo,lt was lia11g, none ol the )'OIMg people 
volun1ccriag thc.ir lime 11o1ue compJuoi■g. 

.. A Ina of them llave racationc:d whal a grtal fcclinz 
i.1 j9 lookq at a co.npletc4111roj0ct Slld say~ "Hey, I- ' 
did this, ... wtl Aaue Holchlis.s, a public affaizs special.­
isl w~ lllc Sa Bem.u-dioo Nati~ Forest. .. k's really 
a soorce of pcidc for thc:a.• 

1llC dozen o, so }'OUIII people wocbtg OU Ole (ISd 
blc.u 111crc part ol uic AnteriCorps prograsa, a natiooal 
suvicc group &cared IIOWWd anceu., unMfilk:4 needs in 
commwllilies across lbe COMnlf)'. 

nu: NATIONAL AMERICORPS pi'Ol,'J",tffi was 
created by the Naiional and Coraaunity Senice Tn,sa 
Act si~ into law by Prc:udcnl Bdl CJillLOn iJI Scpem­
bcl 1993. 

AccOl"diog lo Ms.. Hoschk.iJ..-., ~ local Ainc1iC0tps 
prograin. wh.cll worts wllh lite u.s_ ~ .. Service OD 

the Sai. BemarJino Nation..& fores\,, h.u 87 111Cfflbcrs.. 
While differeut AmcriCOIJ)S progrum aaoss Ilic 

COllllb)' SCTYC ditlClUlt nced.1,. ck &oc.tl g,Ul4) is dedi­
cated IO\Yard pufonaittg environincotal projc(U on pub­
lic lamls, Ms. Hokllkiss Sillid. 

For Otc:ir :,car of i;ervice, AaeriCorps volui1tucs 
rocci,e _. $4,12.5 cdataliolw award lO fnnhc:r thcif cdu­
C61ion. And for those .lookog IO pusuc: a c.vccr ill fo,-­
cstry, Ms. Ho1t:hkis! saill. 11\e program prov,dcs cllua 
wilh p>•fclatcd arainiag and uperience. 

•IJT'S NEAT TO 5ec pcoplt: 011t here doing :1t11ff fOI 
the cnviromnc111. • said Jackie o·~. a SllpClVWJ for 
AmeriCoips' Yucaipa crew_ 

Tim Paye, aa AnecriCorps volllllliCCI fm111 Jlca111•olll. 

T1m Paye, a 11osun1eer wllh aa.e AmerlCorps pro­
gram, thins some 1rees near Double View Dr11'e to 
bu Ilda tuel break. The nauonal service p,ograrw wilt 
bo performing envlromnental and rehablUlaUon 
projects on publlc lallds In Ille San Bernansioo 
»atlonal Fo,est. 

(Photo by Philip Michaels) 

said he was tln1w11 to the program oo;;,usc or the c:du­
catiooal ;:iwatd an<.! the chance 10 work outdoors. 

" It's iood exposure to forc.wy," he said. "It's a good 
jub <.o11pom1oi&}' .-

M'I. 0' .thiea sul s'he found the AIDCriCorpi volu11 
l«l'3 lO be 01rt1Rtl)' c:Jllhusiaslic ilboul their worl 

.. ,'HEY'REJUST ALL wiUiag to Ic.un,- she added 
Jl\ey're eJ1Cited aboll being oolSidc and wo,)Jog 10 

ward tkcir education." 
Lasi wca:'s wock an tae foci hn:ak was oue ot 1lw 

f>at projecu l)Cd'ormcd JocaJ)y by haeJiCorps crew) 
Howe.er. Ms. lfoichkiss said, CTCWS •.-ve been busy 

• workilf: on public lands lhrougho•I Soodlern CaLfomia . 
coa1pkung post-fire n:h.lbiliaaoon of lhe l2,000-8Clt' 
Devil N1C., reac>vating uails in lhc San Banard.illO and 
Oewcbncl National fOlcsu ·and rdaabdiOIM&g ovCJulil:d 
rr.aucioa areas in die 1o6llmt Tree Natioul P.uk . 

1'he wow-k 0000 by Do.h!e View Drive las& wr:d, 
suvcd a dltal purpose for the Amt.'fieorps vONJllCc:r:. . 
Ms. Hok:hkiss said. I• additioa 10 gelling ~le d11111C 011 * fuel bleak, the p,ojcc1 also gave ~ ~:. u 
CIW'Jl1UOl(y IO rcc.ci-,e llai■iug Oil how lO opcGIIC saw~ 

.. We'w. ~ rea)ly hud ofbmpcrcd M pnjccb so 
bl- wilhoul any saw uaillilig. This will rc-.. ly opc11 it up 
flV us,'" 1h. Hotchl.m sad. 

LOCAL FOREST SERVICE o1fx:i.lls are embvr.i 
anic abol.ll the poac11tial of Ille A.eriCocps JJC08J8'0 
Xathy Vakllzucla, ctasoict rcsocucc officer b the .CO.,s, 
sen-ice's San Jaciata Ranger Dislric1, saNI she llas aJ. 
rady placed a number of rcqyc.s&s for AacriCorps crews 
IO work oo 1oc.il projccu lbfoughoul the coaing yea,. 

.. My llope is dlcy'II le doiag loo of work for us,~ 
Mrs. Valc1azt1cla said. 

For A111eriCorps voh,1111ceu to work 011 a project, ii 
m\Cil inc,et cert.iin criteria, accordi11g IO Ms. Hoachk.iss. 
TIie project shooti:J have loog-tcnn benefits, dcmanstraie 
cle.lr results :Ind s~glkll I.he SUJJOoodi■g COIDMUnity. 

Mu. V alcAZucla said projecu 1hc would like co .sec 
AmcriCorps vohllltcer.s werk on loully ilaclude 11cc 
thi1111ing, some tree ~tiag. r.k:ariiig vcgetnioa fllOIII 
around uecs, nil rclaabililalion Md iaaoring nearby 
picnic .vcas.. 
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Service with a smile 
AmeriCorps does survey in county 

By Henry E. Gn::cn 
(The following article is the fim 

in a series.) 
ll's been callai the domestic Peace 

Corps. 
It's a national service prog.ram f os­

tc:n:d by President Bill Clinton,and 
it's called AmeriC".orps. 

And ArneriCorps has cotne lo 
Abbc,.iUe County. 

A N~-berry-based team of this, 
neYt-. service organization has ~ · 
doin.gagrasslandsurveyof Abbeville · 

and IO in Newberry. 
The Newberry squad has rccci vcd 

some training from Mike mil of the 
Soil Cooser.-,1tion Service in to help 
the members with the i;rassland .sw-­
vcy. 

James Holland. the team leader, 
notes that although the main focus of 
the survey is on gra.ssland, it looks at 
other things, loo. 

Anothcr team member, Amy 
Ovcrstrecl. of Colwnbia. studied art 
·historyandE.nglishatWofford, where 
she graduated with 3 bachelor of arts. 

County. • • "Ih beli r· .L-val Around the n.1tion, • AmciCaps . . ave a_ strong . : in w,; . ~ 
has about 20,000 volun~. accord- of ~1~ sen1c.c, she s&.1d. I 
ing to telun member Amy Ov~ • hop: t.lus ~ Fpare me for tV.:O 

Membas rccei-vc a livi.og stipend years of Sav1CC in the Peace C-orps ~ 
rs 12,000 and they get an a:hx:a- Afric:i, ~netc she pt.ins to help out m 

~on:il sti~ of $4,500 afta- cam- healthandmm~tioointhelvory~t 
pleting 1700 hours. • . She's plaMing to le.ave for Africa 

11us South Carolina rural dcvel- tn the I~ summa- of 1995. . . 
opment team has 8 target area of nine _James Holland,_ ~m Aik:n, 1S 

counties--Aiken, Edgefield, retired= the military and 15 the 
Abbeville, McCormick, Saluda, tcamH l lik • th d d h 
Newberry Greenwood, ~:on c . es c out oors, ai:1 c 
and Laur~. thought 1l w35 a good opportunity for 

The rural development team in- c.ommunity service. 
~ludes 10 members in Greenwood "rve seen what the Peace Corps 

has donc.w he said. 
And to Holl.and, AmoiCorps is 

something of a domestic Peace Corps. 
. Other meml:icts of the learn in­

clude Mary Roe, who is from 
Powdc:rsvillc in Anderson County. 

Roe lauds AmcriCorps as a iood 
cxucise in leadership training. 

Angela Brinkley. meanwhile.. I ives 
in Columbia., and has c1 degree in 
computer sci~ from Shaw Uni­
ve:-sity, and is working now on a 
degree in aerospace eng.inccring from 
the Univ~ity of South Carolina. 

She enjoy~ being outdoors, as does 
Jay He:ndc~on, who li~ in C.Olum­
bia and worked with the Soil Cooser­
vation SerYicc in R.ichl3.nd County 
before joining the AmcriCorps tcam. 

The reaction from Abbeville 
County residents. Overstreet said, has 
been mixed. 

·ccna.:Uy people welcomed us 
hen;" she S3id. "Mostly it's ju.rt 
curiosity. Ovc:r.lll it's been a positive 
experience." 

A city girl, she has learned much 
about life on the farm. and she has 
been particul:i.rly impressed by lhe 
self-sufficiency of fanllm, and by 
how hard they work. 



I Program Empr;ys YOut'h~4 

To Clean Up Windbreaks 
Western Oklahoma will be 

the focus of a program to 
preserve and renovate eXJsting 
windbreaks in a program 
through AmenCorps. a nauon-
al service program employing 
youth and helping conserve 
nauonal resources acros.s the 
country. 

An agreement has been 
signed with the Oklahoma De­
partme n t of Agnc~lture, the 
State Soll Conservation SerVlc· 
es. the State Conservauon Com­
mission and the Assoc1auon for 
Conservauon distnct.s to em­
ploy 20 youth . 17 years of age 
and older. to work on preserv• 
ing the wmdbrea.ics most of 
which were planted during the . 
Dustbow l era oi the 1930s.. 

Area coordinator of this pro­
gram \,\,711 be Mark Rose. '111,"Jth 
Great P lains Resource Conser­
vation and Development As.so­
ciauon (405) 562-4882. 

His of fi ce current ly is locat­
ed at Burns Fl.at but will be 
moved to Sentinel by Oct. L 

Young men and women de­
siring to apply should contact 
him in the near future. Forms 
are avai l.able. 

One oi the focuses of the 
program will be the first such 
windbreak in the county 
which was located in Gr~r 
County. 

A special ceremony involv• 
ing this site is scheduled for 
Friday, Oct. 21. Congressman 
Frank Lucas has been invited 
to participate in the program. 

The program is funded with 
both public and private sup­

. • port. 
Rose notes that not all wind· 

PRESERVING W~"DBREA.KS-Commissioner of 
Agriculture Gary Sherrer, SCS State C-Onservationist 
Jack Jones. Oklahoma Conservation Commission 
Director :\1ason ~ungle, and Vice President of Okla­
homa Association of Conservation Districts A.E. 
Cranford of Sentinel sign an agreement to cooperate 
on ArneriCo:-ps. ArneriCorps is an environmental 
program that will provide jobs and help conserve 
natural resources in western Oklahoma. 

breaks v., il b€ able to have 
work done on them in the or.~ 
year life oi th is specific pro­
gram. 

Any landowner who desires 
work on a windbreak on h.!s or 
her prope~y is urged to con· 
tact Rose in the near future. 

Rose not.es that the interest 
evidenced in this program Wlli 
determine whether this kmd of 
effort will continue in the fu • 
ture. 

The agreement was signed in 
Olclahoma City on August 3 by 
Commis.sioner of Agriculture 
Gary Sherrer; SC5 State Conser· 
vationist Jack Jones; Oklahoma 
Conservation C.Ommission Di­
rector Ma.son Mungle; and Vice 
President of Oklahoma Associ­
ation of C.On.servation Districts 
A..E. Cranford of Sentinel 
Cran! ord ~ also district direc· 
tor of the Northfork Conserva­
tion District, headquartered in 
both Sayre a..,d Sentinel 



~AmetiCorps workers lend a hand U> flood recovery 
BY LARRY PEIICI 
UlO()WI Journal 

BROWNVll.Ll4 ,.,.... Anyooe joining 
AmeriCorpa, ~ Clinton's "do­
mesUc Peace Corps,• muat have com­
munity spirit and be willing to forgo 
higher wagea they ought earn at an­
other job. 

In return for their sacrifices, work­
ers can wipe out college debt or gain 
money to return to college by helping 
out nonprofit ~ea and local gov-
ernments. • • 

Workers muat look beyond the lim­
ited fiNncial henefita of AmeriCorps, 
said Cbuct Yearly of Lincoln, super­
visor of a crew wonin& out of Tecwn­
aeh. 

"We're here for the community, to 
get involved." Yearly said. 

Work.en .,._ &,lack baseball caps 
and gray T-.blrta with a white A on a 
black circle. The AmeriCorps motto 
is MGetting tbinis done." 

The Tecwnaeb crew will spend 
IDOll of lta 1,800 working boura clear-

inc 1983 flood debris •from flood con­
trol dams ln Johnson, Otoe, Nemaha, 
Richardson and Pawnee COMU... 

Work is directed out of the ~Con­
servation Service office in Tecurnaeb 
aQd ii part of tbe U.S. l)eparUJM,nt of 
~·· rural development pro­
l?IM-' 

AmerlCorps alao haa crews work-
inc ln an anti-hunger, outriUoo and 
empowennent program. 

Clinton announced Ame~ on 
Sept. 12, and crews went to work a 
week later. Yearly la accepting proj­
ect ~ fO{ ~profit and pu~lig ;. 
projects in Yil1lpa, citiel and CiQUI)!' 
ties. .:I;.' 

.. A .lot of UM.e places don't ;talve 
much money (for public work proj­
ect.)," be said. 

~ 1.ARRY PEIRCEJ\.HX)U,I JOURNAL 

Eric Bartels of Tecumseh scrapes paint from the celling of the ~- -
wether Lewis Museum in Brownville. Bartels and three other Amen-

Last week. the Tecumseh crew 
began scraping damaged paint from 
the interior of the floating Meri­
wether Lewis Museum. Last year's 
floods nearly awept the old river 

Please see AMEAICORPS on page 5 
• Corps workers are repairing damage done to the old dredging boat by 

a leaky roof and flooding in 1993. -

At~~ l 1 ·i COrpS/W or kerS help commu~ities and themselves 
Contlnuld from page 1 

dredge away. The interior paint was 
damaged when the roof leaked. Heat 

1 and humidity caused more damage. 
The crew will scrape and then re­

paint the ceiling and walls for the 
! nonprofit Meriwether Lewis Founda­

tion. A private contractor installed a 
new roof this summer. 

Yearly, who baa a master's degree 
in rural and community planning, was 
a community planner in Carroll, 
Iowa, before his job was phased out. 
He had been out of work for months. 
AmeriCorps will help him pay off his 
graduate school debt and gain experi­
ence as a supervisor. 

Eric Bartels of Tecumseh, a con­
struction worker and the lather of 
two children, said he wants to go to a 
two-year college without borrowing . 
money. 

Theresa and Emily Shennan, two 
sisters from Tecumseh, said they will 
pay off student loans they incurred 
while attend""' Platte Communitv 

College in Colwnbua and Peru State 
College. 

"It takes care of all of mine, thank 
God," Emily Sherman said, scraping 
paint f~~-the ce~ of the old over 
dredge. 

The sisters, 20-year-old identical 
twins, plan to go back to school after 
a year. 

AmeriCorps, a $360 million pro­
gram, pays 20,000 Americans to work 
in four areas : education, health and 
human needs, the environment and 
public safety. If extended by Con­
gress, the program could spend $1.5 
biition over three years to pay for 
100,000 workers. 

Anyone older than 17, including 
high school dropouts and people with 
graduate degrees, can apply for the 
program. 

AmeriCorps . supervisors make 
$6.35 an hour pt,· '<lit toward 
money for educat rkers earn 
$4.35 an hour plus S<. . .ioney. 

When t!wl .-.f11rAtlnn <> I " "''~ ,, •• : . 

added in, workers earn about $12,000 a 
year plus paid medical benefits. 
AmeriCorps workers arc not consid­
ernd federal workers and are not eli­
gible for unemployment. They must 
work the entire year to receive 
educational benefits, and are limited 
to two years in the program. 

Yearly said the Tecumseh crew 
and crews in Lincoln, Omaha and 
Norfolk soon will each add another 
worker. 

In Lincoln. recruiting is under way 
for 23 volunteers to work with nine 
community action agencies in Ne­
braska, said Lorrie Benson, director 
of Community Action of Nebraska 
Inc. 

Benson will oversee a program 
aimed at reducing violence among 
youths 10 to 15 years old. For informa­
tion, call Benson at ( 402) 471-3714. 

For information about other 
AmeriCorps opportunitks, call HIOO-
nn n , tn'l 
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AmeriCorps volunteers 
lend a hand in Midlands 

Ry MlCHELLE R. DAVlS 
and KAY GORDON 

5Ul#Wrller• 

Amy Overstreet, 22, gradualed from 
college and had no idea whal to tJo wilh 
her life. James Holland, 54, a rcllred U.S. 
Army major, was teaching lite science at 
an akernatlve school until it closed. 

Both opfed to join the ranks of Amerl­
Corps - President Clinton's pet project 
lhar he has dubbed the domestic Peiice 
Corps. 

IS PROCRAM WOllllt PRICE? B6 

Ovenlrcel and Holland are part o( a 
five--membertewn working in Souch C11ro, -
1inif on rural development proje<.1s uade.r/ 

AmeriCorps. This wedl. two team! spent 
time tn Richland and Lexington counties 
iraproving dry fin: hydrants and iaspei:f. 
ingdams. . 

~al Sooth Carolina groups fall un­
der the AmeriCorps umbrella, inchJding 
City Year and tl1e National Civilian Con­
servation Corps. In return for a living sti-

• pend and an educational grant, Ameri­
Corps meinbers work o■ commuo.ity 
projects. The I I-month program began in 

111111~­

AnleriCorpe w.lualllere Jamea HollMd Mid 
AlayehentNel co-, I ete work en a llrylre 
llydr-Nllaflll'al ..,_d Co...ty. 

September. and mapped rouds for 91 I' systems. 
~0ur c(lort is lo reach out to rural The rural-development AmerlCorp~ 

communilies where county governments project is sponsored by the Natural Re­
do~ have staff for soane projects," said sources Conservalion Service under the 
Jim Wilson, AmMCorps coordinator and U.S. Oepartmenl of Agricukure. Slate­
dlslrict conservationist in Columbia. wide, four five-meinber teams are bRSed 
Among other luks, groups have analyzed 1---- - --- - - ---- -
water samples, done grassland surveys ... ( f'lfAS£ SEE AMERl-:OAPS P,•,JE B6 



lJJ\lLY NEWS 
MlODLESBORO KENT UCKY · 
NOVE MBER 11: 1994 

AIDericorp 
volunteer 
COIIleS to 
Bell County 

Nine Americorp members 
recen1ly began their service in 
Kenluclcy's Appalachian Region 
llfler being sworn in al the 
Farmer's Home Administration 
(FmHA) stale office in Lexington. 

Thomas G. Fern, s1a1e FmHA 
dircclor, conduclcd lhe ceremony 
and challenged the members lo 
"become leaders in lhe community 

- which lhey will be working." 
. The nine members auended a 
lwo day orientation/training ses­
sion in London, and have now 
reported lo their respective com­
munil.ies lo begin work. 

The participants in lhe 
Kentucky Appalachian Region will 
facilitate community strategic plan­
ning and assisl in implemen1ing 
programs lo improve or develop 
needed communi1y facilities . Team 

Americorp volunteeer Laura Duncan will be working in Mlddlesboro. Pictured are FmHa Stale Director 
Thomas G. Fern, Duncan, Bell County Chamber of Commerce Director Gale Edwards, and Americorp 
Coordinator Louis Elliott. 

members will also engage in oul­
reach activities 10 assist ernnomi-' 
Cally and socially diSallV ,llltaged 
citizens in rural areas in accessing 
Fml IA grant and loan progr.uns. 

Site locations for the Kcnlucky 
Appalachian Region include 
Middlesboro, Darhourville (2). 
Hazard, Prestonsburg (2), London 
(2), and Somerset. The Amcricorp 

team mcmhcr working in 
Middlcsboru will be Laura 
Duncan. who will he working out 
of the Dell County Chamber of 
Co1runercc. 
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AmeriCotps is1aUrich¢:~~:fiii10nwide 
Nchraskastudcnts ~ha11gcr~rwm111unityscrvicc.Through ,. cou11try.Studcnt:h~~~?~;·~iy1opartic- ·_ ;~~-rbcforcanyonc will be able lo gel a 

· 11 · · • the program, students can help solve : ipalc inlhc AmcriCorP,s. program by voucher.!' ·• : ,,. • . • • '. ' •. -·-
W 1 partlClpatC 111 localproblemswhile~ellinglcadcrship ·Sept. 2.' ·. :. • ·":=•·-~.-:: l'<•i-, : • • • . • Beacon said: ·! '~mlcr this scenario, 

. and service opportu111ties. • •. . • Oer.ickson said many University or you arc a servant for some years bcrorc 
SCrVICe progral11 _ Ncl~ra.l;ka's Soil Conscrvatio1i Ser- . Ncbrask_a-Lincol~stu<lcntshadsi::nthim _ youcanusethainioney_10'7anJ college. 

vKe will work w11h the U.S. Ocpart-, appl1cat1011s. • _ • •·.; ·, - , : • but studc•~L~ ~1_1lnol have loan dep(:11_·-
By Angle Goettsch 
SiaifRep0<1er 

!'resident Cl inion's st:rvin: rnrps of 
1 •• nlltgc students soon will he marching 
11110 Nebraska. 

In Nebraska. 20collcgcstudc11ls will 
,crve in AmcriCorrs. said Craig 
Derickson, Nebraska ·s director of 
/\.meriCorps. 

AmeriCorps. which kicks ofTloday 
nationwide, is President Clinton's na­
tional ~rvicc program that will oiler 
<;(udents academic scholarships in ex-

menl of Agi'icullulc to(illll\c ~ebl'li.~_ka ,:-,s No srx;ci(ic ·_q.1,1alifi~_liOl\!l\vcre _re- : <lencics." :· < ' • • ; • : 
positions. _Five people ~ili:t>e workii1g ' _qd,ircd to • ar,ply~_r~~cri<;orp~.-he -'?ctlckson ~ai<l the _C_orporallon for 
at offices III Norfol,k,_ L111~~1n., Qm~ha . ~aid, other than ~!ilrt>hg 1.n!ercsl_l~\\'ork'.: , ~atmnal Service atlm1111stercd ~he_ na­
and Te~umsch. . .. (~-_.,:- , ,··C.! • maf01h1n,~11ity

1
!,C __ ajtcpr;ogra.~na1u.lon· 1,onal ptogram: -Stalc eomm1ss1ons _ 

Denc_k~>n sa_ul par11c1panls would • envtro111nc,1laF pttjje(L1.i,.SU~.- supcrvi- _ sponsor 300 programs _across the coun­
cam a livmg stipend of $7,660. nn<l sol's. arc tcqui~d to·bc·collcgclgrndu- try. and federal agencies also sponsor 
sur,crvisor.; w~ld rcceiveS 1_2,000. They . ,ales. Otlu;r ;;erviec p~idP,ants _IJlust_bc, some P!ojccL,;. . _ . _ 
alsowouldrcce1veanc<lucat1onalvoueh-'~ -college boun<l:·-/~)..~;}'r,"·\t,~;1;1~ •. Derickson sa,~ ArncriCorps rro- . 
crof$4,725 when they completed l.812 : ·, •. John Bcaco11;UNUd1fi:clot.ofschol- • grams that were lm~ed with t_he U.S. 
hoursofservice. Thcctlucational vouch~ . arships and (jna~cllil aldt:~aid the 'pm- · Deparlfnent of Agriculture. like Ne­
er m~r be used lo pay for college loans gram would giye pcop1_¢ .wb.o .nonnally bra~ka s program. would help solve 
or tu,t!on. . . ; • . 'I · coul<ln '_I afford ll: l~~<ctilli1c¢)o go 10 - env1mmnental problems. 

gca~i
1
,'.
1
; ~pmf~

1
~~it~:}:~ra~i~~~~~ • c_ol~~~-- h~-:~:~.Jt· Jh{&¥;t~kt Ol~e ' · See AMERICORPS on 6 

• I ' • • ~• ~•; ,"',.; t:' .. ~ --i•£·;\;_~•i '/ •! .• 

-Atneri(:orp~ :-
~~!lttouea.tmo.1.e• 1.-- . • 
• ,- "They wilt' Ix; w9rking as a team to 

provide local colnmi.mities !mpfl(>rt for 
llood relief, water quality protection, 
natu~I . rc~ource protection; complete 
rehab1litatm11 and maintenance on rec­
reation areas, and environmental and 
ecosystem management education," . 
Derickson said. 

"We want lo work with the commu­
nity and provide information on how to 
protect lhe environment,'' ·· ocrickson 
said. 

,, .. , .. f ·: , 
Derickson 'said he expected 20.000 . 

students_ to .participate _in AmeriCorps, 1 

nat1011w1tlc by the years end. · • 
H~ also exr.cclcd the tJrQgram lo be ' 

a lastmg one:· . . ., : . • 
"Because this national service pro­

gram · gives studcnLi; opportunities to 
help meet educational needs. I have 
speculation lhat thisrrugratn will con•· 
tinuc," Derickson sa1tl, - . ·' 

• Beacon said AmeriCorps was Ii good 
opportunity tor college sludcnts. bul ii 
would be belier if more sludcnls coul<f 
gel involved, -, :., ' . . . - . ,:: . . 
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boondoggle in Butte Falls 
By PAUL FATTIG 
otthlll Mai1Tr1bune 

BUT-Tt~ 1''ALLS - Hisa HucUt..'f' ba-; a 
challence for tho5e in Congress contem­
plating cutting the budget for Ameri­
Corps. 

-rticy should came out and work with 
I.IS and liCC how hard we work,,. wd the 
AmeriCoc-ps member. -art.hey think wbat 
we're doing is lltupid. then they don't 
know what's going oo." 
Co~ leader&. vowing to reduce . 

federal spcndinc, have questioned the 
merits of lhc $58() oullion io funding for 
the 20.000-fllcmber natioRal service eorpi;. 
President Clinton. who louted the pro­
gram in his litate-ol-the-unioo addrea 1-t 
month, wants tD expand the program. 

Under the program, pm-Ucipants re- · 
c:ei\-e $1,000 in living aUowaflcc during 
their 10-tnonth lour, and a S4.725 edlJ(!a­
tiof1al voucher Co be med [or college or 
trade-school tuition. 

Since joining AmcriCorp.s last fall, 
Huetter, ID, of ,\ahland. and the other 
members based P.l the Rogue lli\-er Na­
ti111w Forest have been cutting trails, 
pl~nting tn.-es, bulkling erosion rootrol 
P('Ojects, cleaning up aller lorest lires and 
wuridng on \'arioua construction project&. 
• In the local community hall, built 40 
)'Car.5 ago, AIDcriCocps members are re- • 
storing the interior and adding a lone 
a~-ning O\·er the entrance. 

O\•er at U1C county branch library build­
ing_ they have started buildin& a i;t.orage 
shed. Plans also call for building an exten­
.sion on the local nre hall. And they are 
rehabilitatinti .-est.rooms in lhc nearby 
park. 

Those projects am hein~ llnaoccd by a 
$1(1(1,000 grant rec,:ived by Iltitlc Falls 
through the Northwest t::conomic Anjusl-
11wnL initiative for timber-dependent 
t'Ommunitics. Prospect lw.s received a sim­
ilar gra111. 

l luettcr, who was workin~ on n rnrich in 
Colorndo hcforejoiriing ArneriCorps, s.iys 
lhe progni1m nllow~ yoong a,cople to learn 
work skills and 1iarn money rcw- edut:ntion. 

'T.,·c learned a lot ofpatiL't1L-e,~ she said, 
0<>4Ul~ ::;he intends to go to colJeJ.:t? upon 
con1plctir~ the prot,'ram. "I plan lo go into 
an:hilecturc. I like doing construciion. Ifs 
1-1-cat lo learn no," I hings nre put to­
~l•l her." 

\ ·oh1111,•1~r su1l<!n·isor Hill Tuciu.•r. ti5, 
fomwr tm, n marshal or I ;.,1 h.• Valls. likl':s 

M•ll Tribune/ Sieve Jot 

Cisco Villastrivo, 19, works on the &itte Falls community center in an AmeriCorps project. 

the way lhe 1•rogr.11n has come together. 
-we're gelling repairs that llavc llcen 

bat.lly needed fhr years,w Tucker said . .. , 
honestly bdievc it's as good a pmg.-am a.,; 
you•re going to 14ct lo help a community 
like this. There is no other way I can think 
of that Ibis kind of work would ~cl done. 

.. Aml they arc grcal workers ," he 
added . .. As soon a.'i the,>· kno\v whal you 
want, they get right to it." 

Tim Dodge, 21. ofColl~e Grove, spent 
three ycnr.s studying c11vironme11l,1l 
scicnt-c al Ore)!on State IJni,·ersily befoni 
;oinini: J\merit:o.-ps. 

··ProlJ.ihly oue of the 1, 
no 11011•,1tf11r.s is 10 cct a 

·sf things 10 
J_~lit out of 

cullcgc," he said . "I wanted to ~el some 
work cxpericrn:e before completing my 
dcg-ree." 

llotJgc al'ill wants <loulltcrs to visit an 
AmeriCorps work site. 

"The best way lo know what's goini-: on 
is lo gP.t out here," he said. " ll's hard lo 
put down on paper what we're gelling 
from l~ program. we·rc l~arning what 
we're gettinJ,:.'' 

Cisco Villastrivo. 19, of Woodburn. 
aj!recd. 

·•11 kc.'4~ps me out ortrnublc." he said of 
th\." proi-:rM1 . "And I'm le.irnin,.; 11ew slUff 
all th1.• time.·· 

He lhrc .11,111in:: .-\mcriCurps. ;1c •,,·(irk1.·,i 

in a glass faclory . 
"I want to J.!O hack to tid ionl." In_• 

"The onzy rc..ison I'm not l:!•111 11 \ \U 1,, 

now was lhat I ditJn'I. lla\·e Uw Ii\• 
This program is ,·cally helr)i!Ht rrrn • 

I .aut't'I Alexanian. :W, of Hpulrn111 • 
wic; µ.ii11(i11~ a room inside iliL f11-1 i! 
working in fasL -food r.-,.1 ;1un, 11 1 
months ago. 

"I wanted lo do somctluug lh;:i 
more of a purµosc." !.he said, adtli Ii 
she is interested in pur..;11i11~ a car­
wiicllife hiolol-!y ur i:on.,;ervalion. 

··1 lik<' lc.irning th1: diflt•rcnl h 
,\·ork_·· ~he ., .111I. :iddini-: . ·•1t'll l11ok ;•1 

,n~ rt:.,1111\t'. I, 
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THE FLOYD COUNTY TI~S 
PRESIONSBURG, KY 
NOVDIBER 23, 1994 

Pictured from left are FmHA State.Director, Thoma, G. Fem; Lara May, 
Americorp participant; Rebecca Estep, Amerlcorp participant; Kevin 
AntJe, FmHA County Supevlaor; and Louil ElUott, Amerlcorp coordina- . 
tor. May and Eatep will be working outotthe Prestonaburg FmHAcounty 
office. ~t_;~ 

FMHA/RDA Ameri1oJ membe~ . 
start service inApp_$lachian Kentucky 

--! 

Nine Americorpmcmbets recently Lexington. 
began their service in Kentucky's . Thomas G. Fem. state director. 
Appalachian Region after being Farmers Home Administration, con­
sworn in at the Farmers Home Ad- ducted the ceremony and challenged 
ministration (FmHA) State Office in the members to "become leaders in 

- - the community in which they would 
be working." 

The members attended a two-day 
orientation training meeting in Lon­
don. and now have reported to their 
respectivecommunities to begin their 
service. 

The nine participants in the Ken­
tucky Appalachian Region will fa­
cilitate community strategic planning 
and assist in implementing programs 
to improve or develop needed com­
munity facilities. Team members will 
also engage in outreach activities to 
assist economically and social I y dis­
advantaged citizens in rural areas in 
accessing FmHA grant and Joan pro­
grams. 

Site locr . .ions for the Kentucky 
Appalachian Region will be as fol­
lows: Barbourville, Hazard, Prestons­
burg, ~-!i.:d: <!sboro, London and 
Somer~?.,. 
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London, KY 

Local Americofp,workers enjoy program 
Their work began last October. 

Four months later, Laurel Coun­
ty's thret AmeriCorps workers 
not only are happy to be partici­
po ting in President Clinton's 
effort to involve young people in 
community service, but are confi­
dent that they're making signifi­
cant contributions in their com­
munities. 

Michelle Humfleet hos been 
working with the Cumberland 
Volley Community Development 
District since October in various 
capacities. 

She said her experience thus 
for in the pro~am has been very 
educational. I've met so many 
people. It's wonderful ... I've 
learned so much in just a few 
months that I didn't learn in n 
whole year in college." And what 
she learned was not from a book, 
::mid Humfleet, but "hands on ." 

One of the projects Humfleet 
has been working on is the com­
pletion of a proposal which if suc­
cessful, would provide money for 
construction of a woodcrafts 
showroom to be located in Lon­
don off of 1-75. 

She has contacted over 20 
small, wood-related businesses in 
the eight county area of the 
CVAD!.:>, gauging their :rnpport. 
The showroom, which would 
serve ns sort of an outlet mall for 
local woodcrafts businesses to 
rent space to displny and se ll 
th ei r goods, would allow these 
businesses to take advantage of 
the heavy tr.iffic Oow from I -7fi 
without requiring motorists to 
drive several miles out of their 
wny. 

Humfleet has nlso worked in 
address verification for local 911 
services and hns helped the 
Department of Social Services in 

Family Preservation research_ have high praise for the program; 
Tinn King, of East Bernstadt, but such praise is not so unani­

says her parti~ipation in Ameri- _mous in Washington D.C. where 
Corps has not only been an edu- .the program has come under 
cationnl exf erience, but also a 110me fire recently. 
motivntionn one as well. f Some members of Congress 

King is working with the Iforal .have criticized the program for 
Economic Community Develop- lbeing too costly and claim that 
ment (formerly FmHA), ~ist.iDg 

1
,aome services are being duplicat­

low income and elderly residents ed. 
with home repairs. 1 r David Gibson, the AmeriCorps 

In her four months, King said ,_Program Director for Rural Eco­
she has gained a new under- nomic Community Development 

defends the program, insisting 
that government agencies are 
getting good, quality labor for rel­
atively cheap wages. 

Under the AmeriCorps pro­
gram, young adults are paid a 
stipend of $12,000 for working 
1800 hours in a twelve month 
period. They can also take advan­
tage of education tuition assis­
tnnce of up to $4,725 per year 
and interest on existing student 

standing of poverty in Laurel and ------------------------,...,...-----, 
llurrounding counties . She said 
she was never nware that there ;,_:_ 
were so many homes in the area 
without proper henting, plumbing 
or that were suffering from other 
problems. 

Her efforts include tryin~ to get 
funding and organizing different 
agencies to see thnt people living 
in suhpar conditions get the help 
they need. 

"I love what I'm doing," said 
King, wh o is alHo a student at 
Enstern Ke ntucky University 
where she iR pursuing a degree in 
education. In fact, King is cur­
rently trying to organize local 
contractors a nd church organiza­
ti ons in an effort to help even 
more families in need of home 
repair. 

John Mills, a graduate of U~·· 
is working with Kentucky High­
lands Corpora tion in conjunction 
with resea rch into alte rnative 
crops. Mills 111.rn talked to area 
county ag riculture extension 
agents and faculty at the UK Col­
lege of Agri culture about such 
crops. 

He said the program has given 
him "invaluable experience wlth 
economic and community devel­
opment." 

Humfleet, KinK and Mills nll 

PROJECT REVIEW - Kenneth Arterburn, Dis. Director of RECD, 
left, Tina King, Amerlcorp worker, and David Gibson, Amerlcorps 
project director for RECD, looks over a project King Is Involved In. 



I Couldn't Ask for More Than This 

WHAT'S AMERICORPS?­
September 6, 1994-1 found out about 
the AmeriCorps position over the 
answering machine. A dear professor 
of mine at my university took the time 
to ca ll me over the summer and inform 
me of pos itions with the Natrual 
Resources Conservation Service . I 
decided to look into the position 
because I had just recently finished a 
class in soil science which I enjoyed 
thorough ly. This seemed like the 
perfect opportunity to explore my 
interest in soil science. 

I first talked to Richard King in 
Santa Rosa, who explained that the 
positions were availab le as a part of a 
nationwide program entitled 
AmeriCorps . Mr. King also explained 
the various pos itions and the ir objec­
tives. The opportunity seemed like a 
perfect step in the right direct ion. I was 
searching for a program within the 
United States that was aimed at 
-:ommunity service through environ-
nenta i action. This job was ideal. 

At this time I left on my vacation 
in Mexico for 'two weeks. Anxious 
about my application, I ca lled my 
mother to check up on my 
status. I was disturbed to 
find that I was never 
ca lled back for an 
interview. When I 
returned to the 
United States, I 
decided to call 
and ask about 
any weak­
nesses that I 
may have had 
on my appl ica­
tion . It was 
explained that 
NRCS was unable 
to contact me because of 
conflicting information on my 
date of arrival. I was ecstatic to find 
~•Jt that they were will ing to take the 

Ie to interview me the very next day. 

I walked into the interview a bi! 
nervous as expected .a.nd hope,rj1 for 

Page 12 

by Nancy Scolari. Americorp Member, P11taluma FO 

the best. I came out of the interview 
feeling I had just accomplished a great 
task. Now I just had to wait one more 
time. 

I received a ca ll the very next 
day! The Petaluma Field Office 
wanted an interview with me once 
again. I went into their office that very 
day and met Lisa Shanks. the District 
Conservationist. After meeting with the 
Petaluma office I decided that this was 
definite ly where I wanted to work. I 
was very pleased with the work 
atmosphere of the whole off ice and 
the employees were very personable. 

A few days later I was informed 
that I was selected as an AmeriCorps 
member. I was overwhe lmed with 
excitement at the chance of finally 
starting my career and at the same 
time functioning as a vital part of my 
community. I couldn't ask for more 
than this. So far the experience has 
been wonderfu l. The people of the 
community have been very kind. I 
have spent all day meeting with 
people of different agencies and the 
experience is overwhelming. I certainly 
hope that other AmeriCorps members 

are as satisfied as I am. 

THE FIRST 

week was 
certainly 

overwhelm­
ing! So far I 

have attended 
two RCD 

meetings. Both 
of them were of 

confusing was on the 
very first day. The 

Southern Sonoma County 
Resource Conservation District held a 
meeting in which a variety of acro­
nyms were present-RCD, SCS, EPA, 
BCDC, etc. lt was very difficult to get 
ti'le gist cf the meeting unless you 
were familiar with the different agen-

cies. The next meeting I attended was 
for the Marin RCD. This meeting made 
a lot more sense. I think it was be­
cause I finally started catching on to 
the terms. 

The most heated topic of interest 
seems to be affiliated with levee 
permits. There are a number of permit 
fees that landowners are required to 
pay to a number of agencies. The cost 
all adds up quickly and landowners 
are quite peeved. It didn't go over too 
well when BCDC proclaimed that there 
was an outstanding fee of S.10 per 
cubic yard (totaling $5200) that was to 
be requ ired. Things heated up fast. 

GRAND TOUR-September 23, 
1994-1 accompanied Charlette 
Epifania when we went to check out 
an As-Built at 'Ts" dairy. The whole 
process was pretty fasc inating. Ifs 
amazing how much more one can see 1 
once you've been enlightened. 
Charlette pointed out many th ings that 
I would have completely passed up 
and would have never seen in my life . 
On the job it seems like one really 
needs to tra in the eye to find what 
you 're looking for. After we went 
through the As-Bu ilt, I was ab le to see 
the dairy in a whole different light. I 
began to see the drainage problems 
.associated with the dairy. It was 
amazing that Mr. "T' went through all 
the trouble of putting in the drainage 
system and didn't rea lly complete it. 
He guttered all of his structures just so 
that ultimately the water would run 
right over manure. 

The next day I went out with Paul 
Sheffer on his grand tour of Petaluma 
and Sonoma Valley. This was a great 
learning experience. He is a very 
knowledgeable person . One day I 
would love to spit out information like 
he does. We were able to see a 
couple of vineyards and levees. On 
th is day I decided that my job wasn 't 
really a job. It seems like I'm on an 
extended vacation touring Sonoma 
and Marin count i es . ♦ 

Current Deve lopments - Novembe~ 199.: 



Phase 
one of the finalists. I was very happy, 
but started to worry as soon as I hung 
up the phone. What does finalist 
mean? Another interview? God, I hope 
not. At this time I wanted to find out 
more of what the job entails . What will 

EPA, ASCS, USDA, AO, MALT, 
CARCO, SFEP, NOAA, LAFCO, 
SFRWOCB, HELPME_, ETC ... Let us 
just say it was a crazy first day for 
memorizing names, agencies, and 
jurisdictions. Though it was a little 
confusing, it was very interesting to sit 
in on the Southern Sonoma Resource 
Conservation District meeting. For the 
first time I was exposed to all the 
issues and key players in the North 
Bay. I met a lot of people, and did my 
best to record as many names as 
possible. I survived THE FIRST DAY, 
YEAH!!! !! And I even had fun . 

I be enlisted for the next year of my 
life? Will I personally get enough out of 
it, to take a pay cut by more then half? 

AMEAICORPS MEMBERSHIP­
-September 29, 1994-Lisa Shanks 
called to let me know I had been 
officially accepted. She also wanted to 
know if I could start on the 6th if she 
got approval. I said, "sure." Now I was 
excited for the job, and began looking 
forward to a new phase in my life. New 
phases are always exciting and they 
don't come all that often. Today, I'm 
fully STOKED!!!! ! 

PIECES MAKING SENSE­
September 8, 1994-Today we drove 
out to Point Reyes Station to attend 
the Marin RCO meeting. The pieces 
really started to fall together today. For 
the first time I really started to under­
stand how the NRCS works with the 
RCD's and the landowners in the 
region. The North Bay Initiat ive started 

THE FIRST DAY-September 6, 
1994-THE FIRST DAY, YEAH!! !! 
SSCRCO, MCRCD,SCS,BCDC, 
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to make sense and I could see how all 
the jurisdiction were trying to open up 
communication with one another. 
There is a great importance for the 
agencies to know what the others are 
up to , if anything good for the reg ion is 
going to happen. 

KICK OFF!!!- September 12, 
1994-Today we went down to San 
Francisco with the other four 
AmeriCorps members from Santa 
Rosa and Ukiah. The AmeriCorps 
program was referred to as tne Peace 
Corps for the United States. The 
Mayor of San Francisco, Frank 
Jordan, spoke along with Dusty Baker, 
Manager of the S.F. Giants and many 
others. I really did not understand the 
full scope of the AmeriCorps program 
before. Today over 20,000 
AmeriCorps volunteers were sworn in 
by President Clinton and in three 
years time there will be over 100,000 
in the U . S . ♦ 
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ClintOn;S For-e.~tPJ-~n 
aidS local :fimber~towns : 

• ' _• I \ _.-, rt: -, :.,_i._ ~~--~~~ :~ ..:.---l. .. ___ • 

Prospe.ct, .BJtt!_e f~I.I? ~.i~I -~~{'!i<in.eyt~,~Ri~ip p~gt~~ts 
By PAUL FATTlG ·· ' (they) intend to contribute their time, labor, ef-

; ' • ; fort and materials -to bring this about." 
of the Mail Tribune • ,-:· •• In Prospect, the money will be used to install 

Butte Falls and Prospect are about to get ma- lighting and covered bleachers at the high school 
jor fare lifts , thanks to two $100,000 ~rants and community fleld; renovate Lions Park_, com­
awarded through the Northwest Economic Ad- , plete the arboretum and.construct and 1DStall 
justment Initiative. , " . . , ' ·"' '- visitor sen-I~~ along. Highway 62. ·· 1. • • 

The money, part of President Clinton s Forest :•,Most'oCPle labor rorlhe_jirojects will be s·up­
Plan to help provide economic stability to north- .-p>lied 11... the llo~e :River _National Forest's 
west timber-based communities, will enable the u, 5 " s...:-:- . . T 
communities to launch projects identified by AmeriCorps wor:4e~t who ~. trlllJUng ues-. 

• • day,- aecording to ·(brest iw"l.esman T_<?m Dew. _ community-originated strategic plans. : , •"'.': f")lr . i . . TI.....,'J 1,>.1..,~-j_.,,,'.:L _. . ,_, . , •._ ·.:·-- , 
"We will be able to upgrade the existing facili- , Mo~:of the 40 participants in' the IO-month 

ties that are badly in need ofrl!pair, and to build local national sen ice program hail from south­
a much needed addition to our fire hall," ex- ern Oregon.: Partidpanta,:-ecelve up to$7,500 per 
plained Tacey Hoban. a member of the Butte year in pay plus an edu~al.liward of$4,725 
Falls town council and the Butte Falls Economic at the end or the year to•¢,toward college ex-
Development Commission. ., _ 1 _ . . :_, . peruies or . to pay off school loans. · , · -, , • · 

Other projects include communityhall renova- • •· 'at:.Dul"Ul€1helr tour, the coe<i group, ages 17 to 
lion, restoration of park rest rooms, reroofmg • 24, will be bowed in separate barracks in the old 
the library and making it handicapped accessi- • Star Gulch facility in the Applegate Ranger Dis­
ble, building_a lib:~ry/mus~Wll.. s~_r~e l'.QQ.~.bict.. In-J)Bft yearsj .Jacboa. Count, bid. ~~ed 
sidewalks llilQ repaml)g fences around-the town '.,i, lhe lite to •e as a juvenile offender f&C1lity . 
perimeter. ~ • _ . • . -"Most or these projects are labor intensive,'' 

"The townspeople are very enthusiastic about' • .. , ; . ., . . . _ . . . 
the projects planned," Hoban_ said, adding, "and :.::.~ .,:. v~.::. , ,see GRANTS, Page 3A 

Grants 
from Page 1A 

Dew said of the Butte Falls and 
Prospect projects. "They'll sta rt 
doing those this winter." 

This marks the " · ·-• time the 
Forest Service has melded the 
new AmeriCorps program with its 
rural community assistance pro­
gram, Dew observed. 

"We're real excited about it," he 
said . "We 're getting a real wide 
range of kids in the program. 
Some have had some college or 
are co llege graduates. But we also 

··~ .,4 ~ ........ 

have tbose who haven't completed 
high school. It's a neat idea to mix 
those groups." 

The young people will learn 
career skills while doing tasks 
ranging from trail maintenance to 
construction projects . _ 

Besides the Forest Service. en- 1 

tities helping in Butte Falls and 
Prospect include Pacific Power, 
Burrill Lumber Co., Prospect 
schools, Lions and Lioness Clubs, 
Prospect Community Improve­
ment Association, Boise Cascade 
Corp. and Jackson County . 



ESTABLISHING TREE WINDBREAKS -
FOR YOUR PROPERTY 

e 
U[SDA 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
AmeriCorps 

January 1995 
In cooperation with the Antelope Valley Resource Conservation District 

AmeriCorps In 
Antelope Acres 

0 
We would like to introduce ourselves as 
AmeriCorps members, Phillip Sam, Sandy 
Haynes. and April Jurgen, working with the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (for­
merly the Soil Conservation Service ) and 

1e Antelope Valley Resource Conservation District. The 
\meriCorps program is President Clinton's program to lift 

up America through national service. This program is simi­
lar to a domestic Peace Corp in which AmeriCorps members 
work closely with the neighborhood and community. 

One of our projects. as AmeriCorps members, is to promote . 
the planting of tree windbreaks for Antelope Acres residents. 
As you are probably aware. in 1992, the Soil Conservation 
Service. with the help of many local agencies, worked to­
gether to revegetate about 2.500 acres of windblown lands 
in and around the Antelope Acres. We feel that for us to stop 
at this point would mean that the residents and their proper­
ties are still at "high risk" . There are still many acres of 
un\'egetated barren lands and the potential for future droughts 
exists, which may create additional dust sources. 

Currently we are puning together a brochure on tree wind­
breaks to inform residents on the benefits of having a wind­
break. The AmeriCorps staff can provide assistance with 
site preparation. tree selection and irrigation design. We 
can also pro\'ide hands on assistance with planting trees and 
setting up the irrigation . One way to reach out to local resi-

·ms is through the Antelope Acres community Center and 
.e Towi1 Council. 

For more infol"J!tl.aJjm., plleaisecootacn Salldy Haynes or Phillip 
Sam Jt the •1:iiima21 u Re-source Conservation Sen ice. 
LancJster Fieilil Otrlfi:ice. (I SO:) 945-:}604 . 

Benefits Of Having _A 
Windbreak 

□ Prevent soil erosion 

□ Reduce noise and dust 

□ Lowers cost of home heating 
and cooling 

□ Moderate summer heat and 
wind 

□ Provide shade 
-~;0 

□ Attract birds and wildlife 

□ Protection of homes, crops, and 
animals 

□ Increases property value 



FATONC\NYON 
REC'OVERY AI.llANCE 

J\D'Wa.ted with CCMMUNTIY PAKINERS 

OES Community Uaison Office 
3746 Foothill Boulevard 
Pasadena, California 91107 

ECRA UPDATE , PAGE B 

PLAN A ''SAFETY WALK" 
I N Youn NEIGHBORHOOD 

On December 3, 1994, AmeriCorps members, Phillip Sam and 
Sandy Haynes~ 'participated In a neighborhood "sandbag walk" 
along with Virg inia Kimball from the OES Community Liaison Office, 
Mike Bohlander from L.A. County Publi c Works, Stephenie 
Frederick from Mount Wilson Toll Road Homeowners' Association, 
and local res idents , Sandy Rice and Shirley White from the 
Woodglen area. 

The areas covered were along Pinecrest, Crescent, Bowring, 
Skyview, Woodglen, and Winterhaven. We visited residents who 

~ived sandbag mitigation measures last year after the Altadena/ 
,1eloa Fire. We informed residents about the potential danger 

of debris and mud flows from the hillsides. We also provided 
information about sandbag distribution locations, pipe and timber 
deflector wall cost estimates, a new county policy to waive build ing 
permit fees on retaining walls, and a standard design specification 
sheet on retaining wa lls. 

The response from most residents was very favorable; people 
seemed to appreciate our visit and the information we made 
available. Many residents have taken measures and installed new 
sandbags, pipe and timber deflectors, or retaining walls. On the 
other hand, some residents did not feel there was much risk since 
the area avoided major prob lems last year. There was 
misinformation about who is responsible for the sandbags, about 
storm drains being able to handle whatever comes down, and 
about K-rails being able to hold everything behind them. Stephenie 
made note of these issues and will bring them up at the next Mt. 
Wilson Toll Road Association meeting Thursday, Jan. 12, 7:00 p.m. 
at the OES Community Liaison Office, to better inform and educate 
the local residents. 

Overall, the neighborhood sancbag walk was quite successful in 
informing local residents about the need to take safety precautions. 
As AmeriCorps members, we would like to contribute our time to 
work closely with the neighborhood and the community. We would 
like to offer our services to other homeowner associations or 
individual residents who would like to arrange similar neighborhood 

1bag walks for their area. 

... rrange a date, please contact Phillip Sarn or Sandy Haynes at 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (formerly So il 
Conservation Service.):,. il.ancaster Field Office, (805) 945-2604; or 
fax {(805) 942-550J T~ obtain a copy of the l 1ormation given to 
resinients, please ta~!! t1he OES Community Uaison Office, (81 8) 
304-7890 .. 

ECRA 
COMMITTEES 

CHAJR ................................... Ursula Hyman 
COMMUNIC.AnONS ................. Frank Griffith 
COMMUNfTY .......................... Larry Winslow 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS ... Dick Baumer 
GOVERNMENT AFFAJRS 
& PERMfT STREAMUNING ...... Nancy Goldsworthy 
INSURANCE_ ......................... Allen Corbett 
............................................. Bert Tibbert 
FINANCE .... _ ......................... Jeff Foster 
SECRETARY ......................... ; Ken Glrvetz 
OES RECOVERY CENTER ........ Virginia Kimball 

Fred Mess/ck 

213/891-7906 
818/798-2281 
818/398-8860 
818/798-7689 

818/355-3750 
213/684-1084 
818/797-0007 
818/798-0512 
818/794-4822 
818/304-7890 
818/304-7890 

You are cordially invited to help with the upcoming newsletter mailing I 
WHAT: Folding, stapling and stamping the ECRA Update 

Newsletter. 
WHEN: Two dates are open: Monday, Jan. 30, 2-5:00 p.m. 

or Tuesday, Jan. 31 , 9 a.m. - 12 noon 
WHERE: OES Community Liaison Office, 3746 Foothill Blvd. , 

Pasadena 
REFRESHMENTS: Provided ! 
Please call the OES office at (81 8) 304-7890 to arrange a time to 
volunteer. Thank you 1 

THANK You So MUCH! 
The Eaton Canyon Recovery Alliance wishes to express its gratitude to: 
• Foothl/J Family Service - for providing a delightful dinner and evening 

of fellowship, ~ mber 3, for fire veterans and volunteers who helped 
the community in the past year; 

• Allen Corbett and Daira Grencions - for organizing and hosting a 
holiday party at the OES Community Liaison Office, December 16, 
for persons who lost their homes in the firestorm; and 

• Ken Anderson of C.G. Anderson and Associates, Inc. - for 
providing space adhjacent to the OES offices for the well-attended 
party. 
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Americorps members help 
soil conservation efforts 

Amenco rps, :l ll :lll n11:il se r'\' ICe 
p rngr::u n st..111 l'd IJ\ l'rl·,1 1k nt Clin ­
l l1 n . 1s up Jll d ru n111ll..'. wllll fuu r 
me mbers wor KJn~ 111 t il l· S,Hl r:· ,rn ­
:-l· r .-all on Se n ll'e Ill ~, lull:1_>;1.-k i11 
:\l 1lln esot..1 

Th e fo ur me mbe rs ar,· w-,rk1ng 
111 th e L S De p art ml'llt ,) t .-\ ;! r i­
c u lture ·s So il Co n~,~" ;,it 1,111 Se r · 
vi c e offi ces Ill Ll·\,·1~l •> ll and 
Rocheste r 

M.J chael Aho of ~1oorhead, Linda 
Dah l of Lewiston and Shelly Eck­
b la d of Red Wing are working in 
lh1: Le wi ston o!Ti ce on 3 proJect 
designed to impro \'e th e water 
quality of th e Wh ite"·ate r R1\'er 
Watershed through public partic­
ipa t ion in the effo rt. 

Tracy Guthmiller of Fa1nnont is 
1,·o rk 1ng in Rochester t o help 
improve the forage and grassl and 
base . impro\'e water qual ity an d 
increase profnab1 li ty o f agricu l­
ture wh 1k e11han c1 ns th l.' env i­
ronment 

The Soil Conser.·au on Se n , ce 
in '.\11nnes o ta ha ~. 20 s tud e n ts 
1nvol\,cd · with it .through Amen ­
corps . wh ich has be e n c·a ll cd a 
domestic Peace Corps 

The Southeastern ~hnnesota lni­
t1at1Ye Fund, Mankato State L1 ni ­
versity and Winona State liniver­
sity are admW~ring the program. 
and held a ceremony toda y 
announcing its stan. 
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Inside tbis issue: 
A facelift ·tor windbreaks 



t! :e ni.:!1t ,,, .1 :;.i 725 edur:iuo:-:.lJ 
\ 'OUC.:ht: r 3 l thC' c:-nd 01 10 months . 5-l..O 
T0m \\'tbon . ~nnnC'i. dlstnct co~«~ 
','"3:lOrJst of the :\n~ Fork of the: S.ed 
Rr-~rCor.!:>e::-.<1D 1'n 1..J1.-,:nct Toey r.:l\'~ 
to -.,;ork t.r.e t-nt:.r•· 111 :7".or.t.r.:, . but t.~c 
\'tJuche~ tllt"V R"'l'~f\·e 1:, .zood !or tx:,c,,-:; 
and trnuon at anv col:~ or tec!-.r.:c.:l.! 
school. or 1t can be used to p.3)' c:o.su.,._; 
hl~her educ;iuon lo.ins· 

Otller benefits 01 the pro'\rar., :...-.• 
d ude :i ne·w public J\1.-are r.t::Ss 01 \1.1!':C· 

breaks and the Lr nl.'e'd fo r m..un ten.:mc't' . 
Wilson cxplamed . 

·in m.rn~ c:ises people around 
h t:re ha\'e t.J ken ·,1,1ndbre:iks tor 
.:rant~ .. . tl"'IC'\· \'e aiwa,·s bcen tr.ere . 
\ow. 1,1,1th the te.J.mS worlc.ne up::1.1-;:n~ 
me older wmdbre:.lks we ha\'e proc"Jc• 
'!~ rr .:!i..."'.I'U? U'lt" n~ to pr::>1ec: :.:-:cm 
:rem (J[tle and i--~p :.hem ,,~r:H.:~ 

·\\'eve ~onrn J cl'Xld bt!~!it :::-:Jrn 

this a~nC!>S alre;:id\· ar.d \l.'t! havt'rft 
planted a tree ye:: he expL.ur.t..~.:! . nOC1ng 
planting will be done d~ the dormant 
!>C.1SOn of wm t e:-

The r't!nN°ed awareness of the r.ttd to 
?rotect "',ndbrcaks LS t"\·en more mocal 
n0\I.'. \\11.son savs. bc:-cau~ nunv of the 
older w\ndbrcak.5 were made of ·e~n to 
10 rows of~- ~~r plan~s an: 
usually dcs~ed 1,1,ith only~ l"OW5. 

·So. we have to be \'CrY ~iul about 
protecong them trom grazing canle. or 
we 1l '°5e them early on: 

Afttr wat~ the team in actlon on 
his place ll1 late Sc!ptember. \'au~. a 
conservauon dJsmct board member. IS 
con\"'lnced . 

Toev re workln· little dudes: he 
sm1lcd . '\Ve mternewe-d these people be· 
for't! they came to work. They are :ill tr:,'U".g 
to 2e~ an ~ucai;on .~d. I tx!Jt"\·e most 
will make 1t'· :::i 

Why AmeriCorps? 
■ Durim:. a break from cutQ1g , 
stack.in~ ·and raking. tlle Sentinel 
AmenCorps crew took Ume to c!is · 
cuss tlleu- mauves and fe-el.J.ngs \\1th 
tlle Farmr:>r ·Stockma.n. 

to work together as a team . We have to 
make It work or they'll (the govern • 
ment) drop It.· 

Lando\\'Tler :vtUton Vaughn seemed 
to think the team would have no prob-

If you're 
interest~d, 

- ~ . •. ca 11 . . -~ ; .. • : .· 
. :- :. . .. -. •,· .. 

■ Western Oklahoma land own· 
ers tntereat.ed ln • havtng new 
wtl'ldbreaks built ·or . wsung 
wtndbrcalu renovated,..may ap · 
ply for the program by·contact · 
tng the dis trlct conse.rvatiorus ts 
at lhe nearest SCS ftcld offi~ . 
PartJclpaUng landowner-a wtil be 
part of lhe Oklahoma · Forest 
Stewardship Program which 
mak~ cost-share_ opportun1Ue$ 
available. • 

1cm ·making It work.• 
. -rhey·ve worked together 

quJtc well for Just getting to know 
one another. rvc been amazed at 
how they've pitched In.• 

The educauonal voucher was 
the pnmary goal . of course . -.a.,th 
five members of the team planr..m'5 
to use it to go to school for the ii.rst 
t.Jme . The rest planned to pay off 
cx:isung colle ge loans once they 
complete the~ ten-month stint ~1th 
·the CO[l)S _-

. •.::.:•: • 

. ·::s, 

But there was more . There was 
a link to the past and a desire to 
build links to 1994 for the future . 

·tt would be nice In 50 yea...--s to 
see th is . and say ·1 did L'.ar.· e.x­
pl aine d one member .. -\r.o t he, 
ch imed In ·1t·s good to do some ­
th:.n g for the enVU'onment and our 
commuruUes ... to put some:..htng 
back.· Also. the team was quite 
interested in meeting membe:""S of 
the ong1.nal CCC crews who pl.anted 
the windbreaks they arc now reno­
vaun12 . 

Dill C,ty·s Cindy Marquez v,as 
qutte vocal about wanung to make 
the learn successful . 

•~ ,i;.;ant eaiioo a good _tob . since 
th:is (fur v.1t2m 1A.'Drk prnJtt.ll ts a 
fl.TS!._ - :!,f.e ~'CpJam cd ~lt • s u? to us 

• ' 

One of several groups of Oklahoma young people hired In USOA'a Amerieorps 
program to work on conservation retated projects, these workers are based in 
Sentinel and cover part of a 23-¢0UOty area Those pictured Include, from left, 
backrow-. Lynden Haygood. District Conservationist, Greer County Conserva­
tion District; landowner Milton Vaughn; Christopher James, Mangum; Qndy 
Marquez. Dill City; Dustn Car.,p, Hobart; Grant Griffith, Sentinel; James Buchner, 
Lawton, and Tom Wilson, District Conservationist, Sentinel, North Fork of the 
Red River Conservation District. Front row, from left Jesse Carter, Sentinel; 
Sam Rica, Warren; Chris Shield, Sentinel; Tommy Koons, Colony, and Brent 
Smith, Sentinel. ,. 
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Local Service Corps Takes 
Pledge of Action, Altruism 
By JOCELYN Y. STEWART 
TIM(S STAfF WRITCI< 

UNIVERSAL CITY- With an 
economics degree from UCLA, and 
a resume laced with honors and 
awards, 22-year-old Anna Our­
oumian figures she could easily 
command a h igher salary, com­
plete with impressive business 
cards and a lofty Lille-but Our-

I NATIONAL SWEARING-IN: A23 

oumian has her sights on a differ­
ent goal. 

The recent UCLA graduate from 
Glenda le is content to spend this 
year work ing with a local anti­
hunger project, earning a modest 
income. 

Her co-workers wjll be people 
like Garland Robir,son of South Los 
Angeles , who temporar ily put off 

Please sec CORPS, A3 

JILL CONNELLY / f'or Tho T,mrs 

An AmeriCorps representative 
. holds torch during swearing-in. 

. 
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AmeriCorps members at the Universal Amphitheatre listen to President Clinton speak about the goals of the national service program via satell ite. 

CORPS: Group Sworn In With Pledge of Action 
Conllnucd from Al 
obt.aining a master's degree to fulfill a lifelong 
dream of "work ing with the people." 

Like thousands of Americans across the country, 
roumian and Robinson ha ve signed up for a 

.eason of service" in AmeriCorps, the President's 
national service program. Monday, the two gathered 
at the Universal Amphitheatre with nearly 1,000 
other partieipar,ts for the mass swearing-in of the 
na tion's first class of AmeriCorps workers. 

In Los Angeles, the thread uniting an otherwise 
d isparate group of Amer iCorps members-young 
and old, middle class and poor-is an idealism 
reminiscent of a bygone era in American history , 
the belief that they cJn be the agents of change. 
Like a domestic Peace Corps, the AmeriCorps 
members w ill combat problems ranging from hu n­
ger and crime to ill iteracy and pollution. 

"I'm interested i;; community empowerment and 
.. . show ing peop!e that thing s can be done," sJid 
Ouroumian, who grew up in Glendale. "I know il 
sounds cliche-ish, but I be lieve anything is possi­
ble." 

At the ceremony, AmeriCorps members listened 
to a string of speeches laced with words of 
encouragement and praise by i\layor Richard Rior­
dan , Pol ice Chid Wi llie L. Williams and U.S. 

Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
Henry Cisneros, as well as PJSl and present 
members of other servi<:e organizat ions. 

"AmeriCorps will rise or fall 11·1th your success 
this year," Cisneros said. "You're on the grou nd 
floor of something rea lly big. -i:ocay is an his toric 
e ven t." 

Speaking via satellite to Amer iCorps members 
nationwide, President Ciinton applauded members 
for their commitment tu changing America and 
"gelling things done." 

"Every generation in our history has learned to 
l.'lkc responsibility for our future, and your genera­
tion is no exception," Clinton said. "We look at you 
now, and we know you are no generation of 
slackers. Instead, you're a generation of doers." 

For all its seriousness. the e vent , hosted by actor 
Andrew Shue or the tclcvi~ion show "Mclro~e 
Place," seemed like a pep rally at times. with 
members breaking out in impromptu chants -"\\'e 
want B1!! !"-and songs-"Lean On ~le" - whi lc 
wa iting fer the sa:e lli te hookup. 

Singer Patti LaBell e, who donned a black Ameri­
Corps cap, and the R & B group Immature brought 
the crowd to its feet. 

" I likr. what you're do ing." L.:rl3e lle sa id as the 
crowd cheered wild ly. "Keep on striving for the 

pos itive things i,1 life." 
The centerpiece or the e\'cnt was the plC'r. ge . 

taken by all new AmcriCorps member,. 
Standi ng before a screen, the ir right hands held 

high, the group at the amp hitheater liste ned to 
Clinton 's words and repeated them , 

"I will gel thmgs done for America to make our 
people safer, smarter and healthier. I will bring 
Americans together. to strengthen our commu:1 ities . 
Faced with apathy, I will Lake act ion. Faced with 
confli ct, I will seek common ground . Faced with 
adversity, I will persel'ere .... " 

In return (or the ir pledge, they. like members 
nationwide, will receil'e a living stipend, bas ic 
health insura nce , a child-care allowa:1cc and a 
monetary award for co llege. vocational training or 
to be applied toward a previous educational lo:in. 

Trial runs or the program th is summer across the 
nation hal'e received mixed reviews. Ma n)' know 
that tr,c work is c 1fficult. especially for the pay they 
will rece ive. But for some, at least. the compe:1~a­
tion is ~econdary to the lifc -ch;inging exper iences 
they expect to ha vc during their year or ser l'icc. 

Garla nd Hob1 nson secs his year as a way to he lp 
and to lay the foundation for a lifel ong career in 
social work . 

Please sec COHPS, A:?:. 



eoRPs: 
Activists 
Have Wide 
Interests 
Continued from A3 

While working on a political 
science degree at USC, Robinson 
became convinced that his calling 
is social work. But with a degree in 
poljtical science and no e::-:perience, 
he could not find anyone to hire 
him. 

"I asked , 'How can I get the 
training if I'm not given a 
chance?'" he said. "I just wanted 
the chance to prove myself." 

AmeriCorps, he said, will give 
him that chance and an opportuni­
ty to put to use the experiences 
th~t have shaped his life. 

A self-proclaimed "product of· 
the '60s," Robinson, 44, grew up on 
27th Street between Central Ave­
nue and Naomi. Street. He remem­
bers a different Los Angeles, one 

• filled with comm unities where 
people knew and ,'ared for each 
other. 

"There was a brighter time in 
Los Angeles, and I was part of that 
time," he said. 

And Robinson has reason to 
believe in the possibility of change. 
In May he became the only one of 
his pare nts' seven children to 
graduate from college, realizing a 
decades-old dream. 

"I have a story to tell because 
I've been there," he said. 

Like Robinson, who was active 
in student government and other 
organizations, many AmeriCorps 
members are no strangers to com­
munity ·work. 

Ouroumian , who graduated 
magna cum laude in June, spent 
her extra time outside the class­
room planting trees at Nickerson 
Garden housing projects, promot-

. ing_ environmental awareness, 
helping with earthquake relief and 
working with a number of service 
organizations at UCLA. 

And last year, she spent her 
summer break working with resi­
dents of the Pico- Union area near 
downtown Los Angeles, organizing 
community members in Summer of 
Service, lhe pilot program for 

J ILLCONNELLY / For TheTimcs 

Anna Ouroumian and Garland Robinson are sworn in as AmeriCorps 
workers Monday during ceremony at the Universal Amphitheatre. 

AmeriCorps. 
"We reached so many people 

that I was really inspired, and that 
reinforced my belief in communi ty 
service," Ouroumian said. 

AmeriCorps is open to anyone 
over the age of 17, including high 
school dropouts, college graduates, 
students and professional school 
gra duates. With these require­
men ts, the program attracts indi­
viduals from varying bac k ­
grou nds - some of whom might 
have been overlooked by other 
employers. 

Before coming to this country 
four years ago , Mayra Perez volun­
teered with the American Red 
Cross, assisting the victims of war 
in her native El Salvador. 

A clerk at a shoe store, she is 
studying for her high school equiv­
alency degree and will spend her • 
AmeriCorps year working with an 
anti-hunger project. 

David Gu izar, 21, was once in a 
gang ana his brother was killed by 
gang members. He will spend a 
year working in his neighborhood 
in South Los Angeles, trying to 
help the same kinds of young 
people he once fought with and 
against. 

"I finally got my chance," Guizar 
said as he waited for the ceremony 
to begin. "This is my first job. I'm 
part of staff. It feels pretty good, 
you know?" 

Guizar will be working in the 
same program with Aqeela Sher­
rills, 25. When .a fire at Jordan 

Downs housing project sparked ra­
cial tension three years ago, Sher­
rills, a resident of Watts, stepped in 
and served as a mediator. . 

Sherril ls will spend a year with 
Building Up Los Angeles, where he 
will work on establishing tutoring 
programs, a public safety project, 
gang prevention and conflict medi­
ation in the schools. 

Beginn ing next week, 40 Ameri­
Corps workers, including Ouroum­
ian, Robi nson and Perez, will be 
added to the Interfa ith Hunger 
Coalition 's permanent staff of four 
full-time and four part-time work­
ers, who administer anti-hunger 
programs in the region. Its annual 
budget of $320,000 will increase to 
more than Sl million. 

"This is going to enhance what 
we've been able to do, yet it 's part 
of something that's brand new for 
us," said Carolyn Olney of the 
Southern Californ ia Interfaith 
Hunger Coalition. 
- Perhaps one of the biggest con­
tributions AmeriCorps members 
will bring to community service is 
their familiarity with their com­
munity and its problems, organiz- . 
ers say. 

Along with his life experiences, 
Robinson will bring a very basic 
message to the people he works • 
with, 

"I understand, and I am one of 
you," he said. 'T.m just a regular 
person who cares and wants to 
help." 



-Job program investi g in conservation 
Patterned after the CCC of the 1930s, AmeriCorps workers 
take their turn on the windbreaks of western Oklahoma 

BY CAN CFHJMME:. 

Milton Vau~hn . 77 . ha., farmed 
th(' Ui?, h t sous of Gree r C u\; n ry 
s ince l 9 ~ 2 when he re:umed 

from the ~:ibees to farr., -~-.L'i h 1~ 
f.1L'": e r . T:: e .....,,ndbr e:ik Lr.,ll c.,-,rnc s­
•.1,:esrward f:- c r., h i~ current home 
\l,' 3..5 al.r e .1c,· :.'.<.>~e . bel.!t nrung to co n · 
u-o l w hat had been a farm ers night ­
mare onJv se..,.e ral vcan ~ fore . 

-We bough t o~r firs t trac tor ln 
1936 or ·37_ and vou cou ld hardlv 
dnvc ll o,·er the d ~nes i.n thi s fldd .·. 
Va ughn po lnted . noun~ today·s fie ld 
as It gen tly ro lls . nea tly su rrounded 
b\' wmdbre3.ks on three sides . 

• The \l.mdb rcak..s planted by mem ­
bers of th e CMllan Conser:auon 
Corps !CC C). the federally ·spon · 
sored \l.'o rk progrJ.ITI born of the 
d ro ught and depres sio n of the 
1930s . have served we U. Vaughn 
will te ll you they've stop~ a lot of 
sand and have allowed h.lm to farm 
wheat . cotton and alfalfa since he 
came home to help h is dad . whose 
failing eyestght was end lng hJs ca · 
rc:1:r . 

But. 'Q:tndb rea.k.s are 11',ng crea­
tures . and Uke all other creatures 
they age . ~ore than a half-<:entury 
of st.anding up to the hot summe r 
wtnds of southwest Oklahoma has 
killed some of the trees In lhe l 940 
vintage planting. On two occasions 
Vaughn ·posted" the planting. se­
l~Uvclr cu tung some trees ~r fence 

• I 

Removal of dead underbrush is one o1 the first steps In renovation of wind· 
breaks that date back to the 1930s and '40s. 

posts to make room for new i!rowth. county area of western Oklahorr.a. 
sun. Wlthout add!Uonal per1odlc Overall . 20 members of the Okla· 

• maintenance the \l,'U)brea}t's Si~ - homa Public Lands and Envu-onmer.t 
'. r1an elms . desert willow and Teamcurrent.lyareemployedlnwest-

mulberrys ulwnately will give up. em counties to reno\'atc windbreaks . 
That's where the modem-dav They are organized lnto three teams 

counterpan of the CCC e!'l tered the based a t Sentinel. Mangu m ar.d 
picture this fal l. A team oi 11 young Woodward. 
people employed u nder the USDA's t.:sing chainsaws. axes and glov-eo 
new Soll Conserva tton Serv ic e hands. the teams fo Uow d i.re{: tions 
ArnenCorps program pro\1ded the Pf'O'\"lded by state foresters and SC S 
labor to upgrade Vaughn's ~ :-i· personnel to scour out the uoder­
break.. and many others In a ,23- ~ . of old wmdbreak.s. remove 

• ~ _«iead· and fallen limbs and . In ge!'l­
eral.. prepare the old plantlngS for 
planting season. . 

Ourtng cold weather. team mem­
~rs will be back planting modem 
:wtndbreak VaJ1etks. such as pttan. 
lo . fill some · df the holes age and 
decay left ln ~ Windbreaks over the 

. years. In ad~tion. the clearing of 
undergrowth and brush '1.ill allow 
c."<isUng trees ~o be invigorated and 
9,il} provide fo ~ natural regeneration. 
• Team members also will be in ­

volved ln COljlStrucUng fen~ on 
WiilObreaks exposed to cattle. ~ pre­
vent trampling of young tr~s be­
fore they can become estabUshed . 

In all cases. the AmenCorps team 
I works hand · ln·hand With the land · 
owner. SCS and state natural re:sourc:cs 
personnel 

P~ a '-c:etrt'.JfY or prc,tec1ion to the fragile soils of Greer County, this 
aging Windbfeak 1!'8Ceiwes a face Uft from young people employed in the USDA 
~ progr.lffl'. 

For thetr e:.tor..s the workers re­
CeM: roughly a mlrurnum ~ pav­
chec:k. health lnswance coverage a.no 
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AmeriCorps 
'Keep Clinton crew active 

• EDITORIA~ 

T
. be hands-on spirit of President Bill Ointon's - • 
. ArneriCoros enhances the State of the Union as 

well as mid-Michigan. 
I National service corps worke~ took their rightful 

place in the audience for Ointon's State of the 
Union address Tuesday night 
; Their work clearly demonstrates bow state-feder­

al partne~hips help revitalize communities. Their 
labor helps pays off college loans. 
: Last fall, Michigan's first U.S. Department of A8-

riculture AmeriCorps crew began helping farmer3 
cpntrol runoff to the Grand River. They identity per 
tential sources of groundwater pollution - a first 
~ep toward prevention. · • 
; In all, AmeriCorps assigned 15 worke~ to 8$ist 

f~rrne~ in six watersheds protect their groundwa­
~r. Each put in 1,700 hou~ for a $12,000 living sti­
pf!nd, education awards for college or vocational 
ttiining. health ~ranee and a child<are 
ap~wance. 
, Wate~bed areas include the upper and lower 

drand, Kalamazoo River, River Raisin, Black -River, 
Pine River and an area in Leelanau and Benzie 
counties that drains into Lake Michigan. 

~ ArneriCorps should be protected and preserved 
regardless of changes in the Washington power 
structure. A national service program connected to 
~llege loans remains a non-partisan priority. 
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Give AmeriCorps a chance 
Clinton, should fight for nationar se~!_~e idea 
... . . . . Ev- .: I I 

EVEN before jfl{as a cha.nee to IUcceed • based on • • hopeful ~n_cep'l ·'o1~reating 
or fail, the youth corps program proud- stronger, more focused citizens and because 
}y promoted by Pres.idcnt Oicton is be- it hasn't bad a chance yet. 

ing measured for the ax by House Speucr In this area. the West Seneca Youth Bu• 
Ne-wt Gingrich of Georgia. reau operates an AmeriCorps group of 16 

AmeriCoa,s, as it is called, is •gimmkk• young people engaged in a wide range of 
ry" in Gingncll's view. He bas pronounced community SCl"\,ice tasks, some of them in 
himself .. totally, unequivocally opposed" to Buffalo. Tbe group spends two da)~ a week 
it. Given Gingrich's power and prominence at the Food &nk o! Western New York in 
since the 1994 general elections, those com- the city, for instance, and has tics with the 
mcnts wrongly put AmcriCorps in jeopardy organization restoring St. Mary of Sorrows 
just as it leaves the starting blocks. Oiurcb in Genesee Street. One day a week 

It was only last September - ~ day the is spent in cduca~ional acti\ities, uiduding 
airplane crashed on tbe White Hou_se efforts of the group's high school dropouts 
grounds - that Ofntoo beld the c:eremorues to attain equivalcncy diplomas. 
that started ~enCorps.. Tbe program pu~ 1be U.S. Department of Agriculture has 
you~g ~pie mto. one- or ~year public a smaller band doing mapping of Erie 
service _Jobs carrymg tbe minimum ~age, County in coojunction with the county's De· 
i.talth msurance and ~ $4,725 educauonal partment of Environment and Planning. 
YOUCher for each year m the. erogram. '!he It might have been more to the point if 
vouch~r. can go for college tu1llon, vocation- the first group in this area had been based 
al _ t.rauung or the payment of srudcnt loans. in Buffalo, but apparently suburban West 
• Surely th~ pr_ogram deserves more_ than Seneca won out because of prior experience 
four . ~ontb~ t:r:ial. It has the promise of with youth service projects. City HaU is still 
provid1.J1g direction and struct~re ~o young in contention for grants later this year. 
people. It's not a handout. Ointoc s attrac- . . . . 
tion to the program was fortified in tbe Nationwide,_ Amen~rps includes 20,00'.) 
1992 campaign when his proposal repeatedly young J:>C-Oplc m 300 different pr~~1:°s. The 
drew strong applause from audiences. Republi~ Congi:css sh?uld l~t It 1.r,e . !~r a 

Toe president has sumed ready to com- ~nt time and Judge ll on ns result~ 1_n a 
promise in the face o! the Gingrich whirl- fair_ ~y, not through the filter of partJ.San 
wind, but on this issue be has apparently politics. 
dra\lr'Tl the line. That's as it lhould be. He America's young people should be able to 
should fight for the program bec.ausc it is e~t at least that much. 
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