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Agriculture chief praises
AmeriCorps in area visit

By DAVID WAHLBERG
Sun StafWnicr

LYTLE CREEK — Dion Tru-
jiilo led acting U.S. Agriculture
Secrelary Richard Rominger
alonz a nature trail thatl Trujille
and other AmeriCorps members
had builL

“We're learning aboul a ot of
new Lhings, like forestry and bi-
ology."” said Trujillo, 28, of Rialta.

“Thal's what (AmeriCorps) is
all about."” Rominger said.
“Learning while you're working.”

Rominger visited the lLylie
Creck Ranger Station on Friday
to tout AmeriCorps, the federal
scrvice program ereated by Prus-
ident Clinlon that has come un-
der Republican cnilicism in re.
renl weeks.

. AmeriCorps members build

hiking tralls, design nalure cen-
lers. repair firc-ravaged arcas
andd plant vegelation for u year.
In return, they gel $4.725 eduea-
tion grants. About 20.000 people
are participating around the
country.

Rominger, who tentatively re.
placed lormer Agricullure Scere-
lary Mike Fspy this month afler
Espy resigned, addressed ahout
80 AmeriCorps members guth-
ered in a circle outside the ranger
slation,

“1 feel like 1 lelt Washingion,
but T came humie o the best of
governmenl,” he said.

Morce than 400 peeple applicd
for the 80 AmeriCamps johs in the
San Bernardine Nalional Forest,
hesaid

“1 dan’l think anyene van call

See AMERICORPS/A2
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Americorps: Trujillo offers praise

Continued from A1

that cocrcive voiunteerisin,” he
said.

Newt Gingrich and other Re-
publican Congress leaders have
criticized the program on those
grounds.

Al afvou dave faken ¥avern-
ment and made 1L your ew i’ Ko
minger said. “You've furted 2
concepl into some seiid, practical
action.”

The tras 1At T unos eoow

butlt outside the ranger station
will display various plants of the
natianal forest, rom deser! biush
to mountain wildNowers.

“IU's goning lo Le a nice little
place Lo visit and lcarn from.”
caid Scott Gorman, 22, a ecrew
member {roin Pomona. “We're
going to be able to lake aur Rids
Dok here somegay and say, ‘We

HEA R 1T

Lauren Whilchurch, 24, an
AmeriCorps member (rom Szn
Bevnard.no, said nhe joined the

rudsE o Jenrn RIord Asoul fers

esiry.

“1U's u chance to learn about
the environinent and whal we can
dolo help.”

Belh Anglin, who belongs to
an AmeriCorps crew in Palm
Springs, sald she signed up be-
cause she was tired ol babysitting
and telemarkeling.

"This gives me a chance o
work outside,” said Anglin, 14. “]
love the autdoors.™

Rominger said he hopes Ame-
r.Corps gains enough bipartisan
supporl to contitue t

“IU's pcople pulling Lugc’thv‘r
9 tac<'e communily problems’
=2 sa.d. "This is what govens(
ment shouid really be abouot
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AmeriCorps Assists Saluda
County Wlth 911 Conversmn

By John E. Morgan III

Have you seen white government
vehicles traveling all over your
county?

Don’t be alarmed at their sight.
They are filled with USDA volun-
teers from the Natural Resources
Conservation Service's, AmeriCorps.
The AmeriCorps volunteers, work-
ing with the Saluda County
~-amber of Commerce, are a part

1e South Carolina Rural Devel-
«..nent Team.

The group of individuals on the
‘AmeriCorps team is in Saluda
County to start-up the Emergency
¢11 conversion.

These rural community service vo-

Junteers will be in Saluda County
\until January 19 trying to reduce the
Emergency Medical Service re-
sponse time throughout the county
by updating and compiling all road
locations, names, and numbers, to
a single reference package, including
new and nameless avenues.

This Emergency 911 initiative en-
tails going down every roadway,
paved or dirt, in the entire county
to inventory the number of houses.

| This is a very necessary project for
‘the effort of saving lives in Saluda.
Sometimes this includes personal

911 TEAM - USDA volunteers from the Natural Resources Conservatio
Service's AmeriCorps are in Saluda County assisting with an emergenc
911 conversion for the county. Members of the team are, L to R, fror
row - Karen Kinard, Abby Gage, Diggs Hill; back row - John Morgan |.
and Madeline Cislo.

driveways. Please bear with us as
we are volunteers working for you
and your safety in the event of an
emergency.

AmeriCorps will meet at the

Chamber of Commerce with the Sa-
luda Road Planning Commission on
‘Wednesday, January 25, at 7 p.m.,
about the 911 Project. Pubhc invited.
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Woolsey praises
local work site

Congressioni! representauve
Lyvnn Woolsey. who plaved an
instrumental rele in shaping
AmenCorps as a member of
the House Education and
Labor Committee. pratsed
local AmenCorps membears
who begun pariorming com-
munity service this wezk in
exchange for educaucnal
arants

“Not only has AmenCorps
opened the door to higher edu-
cauon for Sonoma County reas-
1d=ats. 1t has given new life 10
meaningful 2w programs in
our communities that have
been neglected for 100
long.” said Woolsey.

Several AmeriCorps mem-
bars working with the local
branch of the Soil Conserva-
ucn Service (SCS) met with
Woolsev earher 1n the month
and toursd a work site at the
Amvood Ranch in Glen Ellen.
The members will be working
on a vanety of water qualiy
improvement projects through-
out Sonoma County. Members

meeting with Woolsey includ-
ed Nancy Scolari. Mike
Jensen. Juhe Maggr and Colin
Close

“We'll 2et 3 lot of conserva-
tien work done 1n Sonoma
County thunks o the Amen-
Corps mambers who will be
working with us.” said Lisa
Woo Shanks of the Sol Con-
servauon Service 1n Petaluma.

Fiftzen thousand Americans
were sworn 1nto the Amer:-
Corps recenuy 1n ceremonies
across the nauon. The year-
long. full-time program will
provide the local participants
with a supend of $12.00C and
an educational award of
$4.725

Woolsey alse noted that a
coalinon of 18 nonprofit agen-
cies in Sonoma County, known
as the Sonoma Project. will be
bringing on 27 AmenCorps
members who will work 1n a
vanety of fields such as educa-
uon. public safety. the environ-
ment. and health and human
services.
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The Press Democrat

AmeriCorps workers Mike Jensen and Nancy Scolari check ammonia levels in a water sample taken

JOrh BUAGESS PAESS TE4D]

next to a large dairy at the headwaters of Siemple Creek. The pair. who found good readings, will

monitor the stream for a year.

Helping out his hometown

Corps worker
aids farmers

Bv RONNIE COHEN

Press Democrat Bureau

ike Jensen earned twice as
much moneyv before he left his
Penngrove home for college as

he does now that he's zraduatec.

But the 25-vear-old Jensen is thrilled to
be helping Petaiuma area farmersasa
member of AmeriCorps. the domestc
Peace Corps that was a centerpiece of
Bill Clinton’s presicential campaign.

“It's not the best-paving 'ob,” Jensen
said. “But I'm learning just an immense
amount. And the reason we'"e in the
Amer:Corps s (0 serve the community.”

The Petajuma fields in which Jensen
played as a boy now are nome to office
buildings. The changes sadden Jensen
Because he jpves the ouldoors and +anis
10 preserve open space, he stutied
landscape arraiteciure and lanc-use

When he graduated :n June. the iob
market iooked bieak. Then Jensen's
father. a Penngrove contracior. spoted
an ad for an AmenCorps iob with the Soil
Conservation Service in Petaluma.

Jensen was visiung friends in San Luis
Obispo when his {ather called ar 2 told
him about the $§12.000-a-vear jot
Although he couid earn twice as much
working as a carpenter, Jensen rushed
home to be one of 50 10b cancicates.

Since last month. as par: ¥ the Iirst
group of AmeriCorps woriers o work for
the Soil Conservation Service. Jensen has
been advising area dairy operators and
other agricultural lancdowners on wavs :0
keep manure out of waterways.

Jensen sees the farmers as heroes.

“1 con't wani 10 see Petaluma get
engulfed in th:s urban sprawl.,” he said.
“All the open stace vou see 1s farmiand.
it's the agricuitural people anc the
farming commuznity who have ieftit
open.

So Jensen {eeis great about 1e:ping
dairy operaters managze their iand :n

sprarg that dpem ¢ - = Angd "awepr z=.d

It's not the
best-paving job. but
I'm learning an
Immense amoun
The reason we're in
AmenCorps s 1o
serve the
COmMMuUNItY.

MIKE JENS!

| |

there are ways.

Farmers can, for exampie, conun.
spreac cOw manure on aayv ‘ields. '
said. Thev just neec o0 compute h
much manure they can put cown
bacteria gels (nto walerwyavs, eals 2\

See Helping, P:

0%
J2.
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Continued from Page Pl
and fish die.

For more than five years, local
farmers have been asking the-Soll
Conservation Service for help deal-
ing with animal waste, said Char-
lette Epifanio, a soil conservationist
who is supervising Jensen. In Jen-
sen and his AmeriCorps co-worker,
Nancy Scolari, the farmers bave
found the help. -

Although some farmers might
eye the AmeriCorps workers #ith
suspicion because they are govern-
ment employees, Jensen said.the
agricultural community has Wwel-
comed his expertise. -

He sees his role as a buffer
berween polluting landowners -and
regulatory agencies. He hopes to
stop the pollution before regm.lators
fine the polluters.

& -
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AmeriCorps stresses rk ethic

Also provides
>ollege money

)y PAUL FATTIG
fthe Mail Tribune

APPLEGATE — Eagle Point
esident Melissa Powers, 20,
ave up her job at a local pizza
estaurant to join AmeriCorps.

“I want to earn some money to
ielp me with college,” she ex-
lained. “I want to get a degree
n forestry and work outside.”

Seattle resident Lynne Pe-
ersen, 21, who had been work-
ng as a nanny while going to
ollege, was also looking to earn
noney to further her education.

“I wanted the discipline and
he college education,” she said.
‘Als~ T wanted to learn a lot
b 2 environment."”

:re was another reason
*ev. _a, who sports a thin sil-
‘er nose ring, had for joining.

“I think it will be fun,” she said
vith a grin.

The two were among the 38
roung adults standing in the rain
1ear the Star Gulch barracks in
he Applegate Ranger District
hat will serve as their home
rase for the next 11 months.

The camp, which began Tues-
lay, will be administered by the
vorthwest Youth Corps in a
rartnership with the Rogue Riv-
'r National Forest. It is one of
‘ight AmeriCorps camps that
1ave been established in the na-
ion.

Under the national service
rogram created by President
‘linton, participants receive up
0 $7,500 per year in pay plus an
ducational award of $4,725 at
he end of the year to go toward
ollege or trade school expenses.

During their tour, the coed
roup, ages 17 to 24, will learn
areer skills while doing tasks
anging from trail maintenance
> corstruction projects.

i varticipants come from
s North Carolina and
fi1. «a, but most — nearly 30
- are from Oregon. They were
mong thousands of applicamis
ho applied for AmeriCorps
»bs across the country. amd
ere selected based on their ex-

.

s

Mail Tribune / Jim nw

KNOTTY — Members of Americorps practice a team-building technique, untying a huma
knot without letting go of each other's hands.

perience, enthusiasm and career
goals.

*“A youth program such as this
is exactly what the forest is look-
ing for,” Rogue River Forest
Supervisor Jim Gladen told the
group. “This is just the thing we
need to help our spirit.”

Carl Lierman, 76, of Tigard,
who worked for two years in the
Civilian Conservation Corps that
ran from 1933 to 1942, told the
young crew that it is also what
the nation needs.

In addition to teaching young
peopie a good work ethic and
providing traimming, it would also
provide community service, he
said.

“This is what our group (CCC

alumni) was hoping that Bill
Clinton would do. something for
you kids,"” he said.

In addition to working on For-
est Service and Bureau of Land

Management projects, the

AmeriCorps crew will assist
communities such as Butte Falls
and Prospect in a variety of civic
chores. The communities have
each received $100,000 federal
grants awarded through the
Northwest Economic Adjust-
ment Initiative aimed at provid-
ing economic stability to North-
west timber-based communities.

“QOur age group kind of gels a
bad rap for being apathetic and
lazy,” said Dan Miller, 23, a crew
leader who has bachelors de-

grees in resource managemer
and public policy. " This progra:
gives us an opportunity to den
onstrate that is not true.”

The Star Gulch facility, whic
is still being spruced up for th
crew, includes separate bun
houses for men and women.
dining hall, a recreation meetin
hall and a staff trailer. No drug
or alcohol will be allowed.

A husband and wife will coo
dinner for the crew and help th
crew prepare breakfast an
lunch.

“We're stressing real healt}
riented food.” Miller saic
“"Theyv are going to need health
meals because we're coing to b
working them hard.”
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THE GOLDENDALE SENTINEL

Soil Conservation Service
joins in salmon recovery

The first wave of AmeriCorps
programs, announced by the
White House this month, includes
more than $200,000 allocated to
the Mid-Columbia Salmon
Restoration Project located in
Klickitat County.

AmeriCorps, the new national
service initiative signed into law
by President Clinton last Septem-
ber, establishes a “domestic Peace
Corps,” involving thousands of
voung Americans who will work
through AmeriCorps programs to
perform critical service in urban
and rural communities nation-
wide.

In Klickitat County, Ameri-
Corps participants will work
under the leadership of the Soil
Conservation Service (SCS). The
project involves planning, design-
ing and installing conservation
practices on private land to
improve water quality on a sub-
watershed basis. The goal is to
provide suitable habitat and water
quality for salmon spawning in
streams and rivers capable of
doing so. The SCS, and the Cen-
tral and Eastern Klickitat County
Conservation Districts, work with

__landowners on a voluntary basis.
T - -
" Local SCS District Conserva-

tionist Dave Kreft put together the
proposal based on the emerging
Columbia River salmon issue and
the need for local employment
opportunities.

“Another important factor was
the recent ground work laid by the
Central and Eastern Klickitat
Conservation Districts,” Kreft
said. “The districts recently com-
pleted a 2-vear grant to create a
demonstration site along the Little
Klickitat River west of Goldendale.
The AmeriCorps program will
basically continue that work, but
on a broader scale.”

“This is absolutely a brand new
program. We will be getting the
details over the coming weeks on
when we can start recruiting pec-
ple for the local team,” he said.

AmeriCorps will be launched in
September and will eventually
engage up to 20,000 AmeriCorps
members. In exchange for one or
two years of service, AmeriCorps
members will receive a living
expense of about $7,500 per year
and an educational voucher worth
$4,725. These educational awards
can be used to finance higher ecu-
cation or pay back college loans.

Your Hometown Newspaper
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AmenCorps no boondoggle In Butte Falls

of tho Mal Tribune

BUTTE FALLS — Hisa Huctler has a
challenge for those in Congress contem-
plating cullng the budgel for Ameri-
Corps.

“They should comne owt and work with
us and see how hand we work,” said Lhe
AmenCocrps member, I Lhey Uunk whal
we'ne daing is stapid, then Lthey don't
know what's going on.”

Cungressional leaders, vowing o reduce
fedecal spending, have questioned the
merds of the $580 milldoa in funding for
the 20,000-member nalsonal survice corps.
President Clinkon, who touled the pro-
gram i has slale-ol-the-unson address last
monib, wanls o expand the program.

U'nder the program, parbeipants re-
cewve $7,6060 i hving allowance during
their 10-month tour, snd a $4.725 educa-
tonal voudwr (0 be used for college w
Lrikke-school laiivn.

Since joimng AmeriCorps last (all,
Hueller, 19, of Ashland, und the olher
members based 21 the Rogue River Na-
tionul Forest have been culling (cails,
planting, Lrees. hulding erosson control
poujects, eleaning up after forest fires and
wurking on varivus consiruction projects.

In the lucal comeunity hall, built 40
years ago, AwmersCorps members are re-
storing the inkerior and adding a Jong
wwnmg over Lhe enlrance.

tver at the county branch bibrary buikd-
ing, they hove sturted building o slorage
shued. 'lans also call lor bailding sn exlen-
sion on Lthe local fire hall. And they are
rehobilitabng restroums in Lhe neachy
park.

Thost projects are heing fimanced Ty
$100000 grant received by Bulte Falls
through the Northwest Fconomie Adjust-
ment Initlative for Limber-dependent
cumnmunddics, 'rospect has reccived a sim-
1lar grant,

Huetter, who was wiwking on o ranch in
Colorado bekore juning AmeriCoups, siys
the program allows young (w:ople v Jearn
work skills and carn inaney Jor education.

“I've learnedd a lot ol patience,” she said,
noling she mteixds (o go 1o college upon
completing Lhe program. L plan tv go inlo
archilectere. | like dowg consiruction. I1's
greal o Jearn how things ave put Lo-

‘!f_’.
mleer supeavisor 1) Tucker, 63,
r town marshal of Bulte Falls, likes

Cisco Villastrivo, 19, works
the way Lhe program has conwe Logather

“We'ne goetling repairs thal have: heen
bailly necded for years,™ T'acker sal. ©1
lonestly believe il's as pood i program as
you're gowng Lo get o help a communily
like this. There 15 no ather way 1 can think
ol thal tlus kind of wark would gel doe.

"And they are great workers," he
afdded. “As soon as Lhey know whal yuu
want, they et righl 1o it™

Tim Dodge, 21, of Cottagy: Grove, spent
Lhree years studying environmenlal
saenoe al Oregon Stale Universy bejore
Josning AmenCorps.

“I"'robahily one of Ui tonghest Things w
do nowadays 1s 1o 2e1 o jeb steaght out of

Mall Trlbune ¢ Steve Johnson

on the Bulle Falls communily center in an AmeriCorps project.

"1 wantenl 1o et some
Iedore compleuing my

collepe,” hie said.
wirh experience
degree.”

Dodge also wants <lgublers i visit an
AmeriCorps wink site

“The: best way Lo know what's powg on
i1s 1o gel out here,” hie sasd. “1Cs hard i
put down on paper whal we've geltuy?
trom Uns progriun. We're carning what
wete petung”

Cisen Villialnve, 19,
aprecd,

"I keeps me out of trouble,” he sand of
e progeam. “And Um leacuing new stull

e lune””
e Jownnig, AmenCorps, he workel

of Walburn,

i a phiss lactary.

“1 winl 10 go back o sehool,” he sind
“I'he only reason I'm nol going (o school
now was 1hat 1 dide'l have the woney
This pragram s really helping me oul”

Laurel Alexanian, 20, of Spukane, who
wis patnting a room inside the hall, was
workung i fast-lood rveslauranls six
months ago.

“I wanled to do somncthing Lhat had
mare ol a purpose,” she saul, acdiling Uit
she s interested an pursuing a carees in
wildlile hiology we conservalion

I like learnmg the different tvpes of
work,"” she said, ackding, "11°1l louk goud on
my resuine, oo
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‘AmeriCorps volunteer program

draws a ‘mature’ group of Jerseyans

JEFholo Oy Jof Qi

Volunteers with AmeriCorps place stones in Peter‘s Brook in Somerville to help improve fish habitat
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Local AmeriCorps members from L-R: Julie Maggi. Colin Close. Nancy Scolari

and Vlike Jensen.

Four Local AmeriCorps Members

What does Bill Clinton’s community ser-
vice'program look like on alocal level? Four
AmenCorps members with the Soil Conser-
vation Service (SCS) will work on a variety
of pollution reduction projects in Marin and
Sonoma counties.

AmeriCorps is President Clinton’s national
service initiative composed of diverse groups
of Americans who will begin performing crit-
ical service to meet human. environmental.
public safetv. and educational needs in return
for a $12.000 stipend and a S<.725 educa-
tional voucher.

In the Petaluma SCS field office. Nancy
Scolari and Mike Jeénsen will work with land-
owners in Manin and southemn Sonoma coun-
ties. Their goal is to improve water quality and
nparian habitat through managzment measures
on daines. livestock operations. and vineyards.

Nancy Scolani - a native of the Salinas Valley,
Nancy was raised in a predominantly agricul-
tural area in which her family previously owned
a dairy. Nancy is concurrently attending
Sonoma State University studving Environ-
mental Technologv with a concentration in
water qualits. She hopes to continue her edu-
cation in the area of soil science once the Amer-
iCorps program is completad.

Mikz Jenmsen - of rove. a Sonoma
Co i e ¥ wears, wiil be working for
tion Senvice field office in

Petaluma. Mike is a recent graduate from Cal
Poly, San Luis Obispo. with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Landscape Architecture. He
is excited to be working in the agricultural
community where he was involved in a local
4-H program.

In the Santa Rosa Field Office, Julie Maggi
and Colin Close will be assisting individual
landowners with reducing stream pollution
from animal waste and 2rosion problems.

They will also help landowners who want
to form small watershed enhancement
groups to restore and improve salmon and
steelhead habuat

Colin Close - is a long-time Sonoma County
resident. She recesived her bachelor’s degree
from Sonoma Siate Universitv where she stud-
ied the environmental issues facing landown-
ers. She realizes the tremendous contribution
the agricultural industry makes to Sonoma
County's economic and cultural well-being.

Julie Magg - 2 Sonoma County resident,
recently graduated from SSU with a bachelor’s
degres in geologv. She was raised in the Santa
Rosa area on the small farm her family owns.
“Though ['ve lived in New York, I frequently
visited my familv in Sonoma County and was
saddened by the conunued loss of our agricul-
tural land and open space. [t's the pnimary
reason | left New York to pursue a natural
science degree.” &



Tina Wright-Swinton committed
to serve Marion County community
through AmeriCorps pilot program

By TODD SHIFFLET
S & Erverprine

Tina Wright-Swinton is young,
energetic and she wants to
help. Even more, she has
promised to get things done.

AmeriCorps, a pilot program
initiated by the Clinton
Administration, is allowing
Mrs. Wright-Swinton the
opportunity to serve her
community. She can serve a
one-year term of community
service and for her
commitment, receive money to
pay off a eollege loan or tuition.

She is tht. Alne;'iCorps
representative for Marion
County and will be assisting
low-to-moderate income
individuals in the county to
their housing. She will

be assisting school-age
children in after-school
programs.

“I'll be going door-to-door
finding out exactly what's
happening in Marion County.
1t's an outreach program to
target low and moderate
income housing residents. And
I will be working at the Marion
Stadent Enrichment Center
with students in grades one to
eight - to do well in school - as
mentor and tutor,” said Mrs.
Wright-Swintan, 26.

A conservative estimate
identifies over three percent of
the households in Marion
County with no plumbing. This
is three times the national
Marion County has
:ﬂu highest levels of sub-
standard bousing in South
Carolina, according to her
project and mission statement
for Marion County.
Mrs. Wright-Swinton said she
will be working with the
Farmers' Home Administration
28 an outreach person. She will
be identifying those residential
bomes which are in financial
need and connecting them with
programs which can help. She
also plans 40 initiate an
educstinzall serwice fov the
program s el housing
improvemends will be dong-

term

“Alot of pecple in rursl Merion

Casntve are niot ant for cha

she said. “The challenge is
going to be finding and
connecting with the people out
there who need resources...
helping people find out what
programs are out there.”

She said she will primarily be
working with identifying
residents and connecting them
with loans and other assistance
programs provided by FmHA,
but will also be working with
the United States Department
of Agriculture’s Rural
Development Administration,
Marion County government,
Marion County community
service and the Pee Dee
Regional Council of
Governments. Agencies which
will be helping with assistance
include the FmHA, Habitat for
Humanity and various other
housing and urban
development programs. Some
of her resources include the
Clemson Extension Service, the
Marion County Planning
Department and Marion School
District 1, she gaid.

“I have a lot of ideas, but it's
going to be difficult for one
person to take on the whole
community. Once I find out
what specific problems there
are and identify the people, I
know I'm going to need the
support of others. It’s going to
be a lot of work and a lot of
challenges,” Mrs. Wright-
Swinton said.

She is excited and determined
by the challenge. She has gone
through a number of training
courses with the FmHA and
AmeriCorps and plans to be
effective in her service.

“I think it's an excellent
program - community service to
pay for an education. | know |
am a people-person, and having
an opportunity to interact and
belp somebody makes me feel
really blessed,” she said.

Mrs. Wright-Swinton said her
AmeriCorps colleagues in
different counties in the
country are concentrating on
d&rm:.pmm Each county
has it's own specific priority.
Counties in South Carolina
which have the advantage of an
Amencorp representative
include Allendale, Denmark,
Drancebure SantesTanehes

and the Williamsburg/Lake
City area, she said.

Mrs. Wright-Swinton is also
excited about working with
students out of the Marion
Student Enrichment Center.
The center is a local non-profit
agency made up of retired
educators and high school
volunteers. She will be working

Yo,
- 2 ] .

to stem the tide of high school

in Marion :
and nurturing their desire for
an education.

A Marion native, Mrs. Wright-

- Swinton will receive a living

allowance for her one year of
service, plus an educational
award. She is a graduate of
Coaastal Carolina University
with a degree in Business
Administration. She has

worked with the Department of

Social Services, the South
Carolina Employment
Commission and Fleet
Funding, all of which relate to
her Americorp service position

Marion County Administretor
Pete Rogers will act as her
SUpervisor.

Anyone seeking more
information about AmeriCorps
cran rall 1.RN-RRMN-41R3

661 ‘Z 19QIGAON ‘Aepseupem
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ANTI-HUNGER PROGRAM

United Way given $25,000

United Way of Greater Milwaukee has received a
$25,000 grant from the General Electric Fund to
suppbrt a local initiative to hire and train 38 young
people to work with an anti-hunger program.

The grant will be used to suppori the Department
of Agriculture's AmeriCorps Anti-
Hunger, Nutrition and Empowerment
Project coordinated by the Hunger
Task Force of Milwaukee and the
Milwaukee Communlty Service
Corps.

The two cnordinatlng organizations :
will recruit, hire, train and- educate 38 people
between the ages of 18 and 23 for the program.

AmeriCorps teams then will mplement activitjes
in four focus areas: commmitymtrquh construct-
ing and renovating bulldings for féod sites and or
meal programs; helping local farmers: with- peigh-
borhood farmers markets; apd working with food
pantries, meal programs and food drives to collect,
sort and assist at the Humger Task Force ware-
house.




AmeriCorps Program Will
Beneflt Western Oklahoma

1/18[34- -Kiouua. Courﬁfu\ Cematrad—.

Leaders of natural resource
agencies signed an agreement
Monday to cooperate on
AmeriCorps. a national scrvice
program that will employ youth
and help conserve natural resource
in Oklahoma.

AmeriCorps is President
Clinton’s nauonal scrvice initiauve
that allows diverse groups of young
people to camn college or vocational
school scholarships while
performing service to meet human,
environmental, public safety and
educational necds. The U. S.
Department of Agriculture, Soil
Conservation Service; the

Qklahoma Conscrvatian
Commission: the Oklahoma
Association of Conservation
Districts; the Oklahoma

Department of Agniculture: and the

oma Dcpartment of Wildlife
Conservation will implement the
AmeriCorps program in Oklahoma.
"Through this program, we can
offer our young people an
opportunity to eam an education,
and we can provide protection for
our soil, water. air, animal and
plant resources,” said Bobbye Jack
Jones. SCS State Conservationist
for Oklahoma.
The primary obicctives of the
program include providing
parucipants with opportunities for

self- 1mpr0vement increasing the
public's awareness of ecosystems,
and providing protection for
Oklahoma’s natural resources by
creating and restoning windbreaks.

Jones said, "Following the 'Dust
Bowl'" of the 1930's,
conservationists planted the bare
land with trees, forming miles of
living windbreaks. These
windbreaks have protected the soil
from wind, acted as snow fences
along highways, provided habitat
for wildlife, protected crops, and
added beauty 1o the landscape.

Unforwnately, many of the
windbreaks are deteriorating and in
need of restoraton. Through the
AmeriCorps program, the
windbreaks will be restored. and the
land will remain protected from
wind eriosion.”

The parucipants will work in
western Oklahoma for
approximately one vear, beginning
in September. The program 1is
offered on a nondiscriminatory
basis. Acceplance of applications
has been extended until August 19.
Twenty participants will be chosen
to renovate the windbreaks.

Participants in the program will
work for approximately one year,
eamning a stipend of at least $7,500
and an educational award worth
$4,725. Any citizens age 17 or

older are eligible 1o apply. There is
no maximum or minimum family
income required to apply. For more
information, contact LeRoy Tull at
(405) 742-1207, Amy Sanders at
(405) 742-1246 or (405) 742-1007
(TDD), or the toll-free nauonal
USDA AmeriCorps hot line at
(800) 880-4183.

The United States Deparument of
Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in its programs on
the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, religion, age,
disability, political beliefs and
mantal or familial status. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all
programs.) Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means for
communication of prgram
information (braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact the
USDA Office of Communications
at (202) 720-5881 (voice) or (202)
720-7808 (TDD).

To file a complaint, write the
Scecretary of Agriculture, U. S.
Department of Agriculture,
Washington, D. C., 20250 or call
(202) "0 7327 (voice) or (202)
720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an |
equal c'nplcaymem opportunity }
employer.
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r“‘lean and sober, woman looks to help others

 Jofi Henpos
vt e

MELTON

LeTAHT

loday, Vicky Adams watches young
;pul: ing to themselves what she

only four years ?
It hurte to the 'dnn..is‘.,'lt
men and

woman wasn't going any-
wre: after more than h decade of
lgnndnlenbolabnm.-howound up
bed with a failing liver.
You"v.bolxd about being scared
litht?"nhankad.'ltmmdtho
Ioutd'me
's been clean and sober ever since.
nrmh.,mhtponmmng

\PORR, .

—

Next month, Adams is going to work
for the Vermont Anti-Hunger Corps
as part of Ame President
Clinton's na S8Orvice program.
For 10 months, Adams will work in
soup kitchens, educate people about

the im of nutrition, and make
for sanior citizens.

“It's been a four years,” she
said. “E y it's been rough.
But God has nan to put the right
g:oplo in nz ot.hmg has been as

d and drugs.
Ihnwl vanf’umrew ut dri

ing and drugs. Andlknowldont
have a future with them.”
She out of high school in
1979. Last month, she took her graduate
equivalency exam. She feels pretty
nhouthardmnouofpammg But w

| mnm

~diploma could take the

effoct she can have on people by sharing
her trials, as well as her triumphs.

“If I can help someone not go
through the pain 'and suffering and
turmoul that I've gone t.hmugh, I've .
accomplished my goal,” she said. “No
lace of that.”

ne of the benefits of AmeriCorpa is
an education award for college or
vocational training totaling $4,725.
Adams doesn’t know what she wants
to do following her 10-month commit-
ment to the program, whether she
might sign up for another stint.

ollege is a gwoal One day she'd like

t0 wurk &2 a drug and alcohol preven-
tion specialist and expand on the
work she has done as a volunteer to
substance abuse prevention ag=uncies
in Butler and Hamilton counties.

“I think it's important that teen-

agers know there are adults that
have been there, that we know what
kind of harm (drug and alcohal
abuse) could do,” she said. “It's so
important that we catch them before
they get there.”

amilton will have a lutmg effect
on her. She's enjoyed a lot of success.
She’s also enjoyed the support of peo-
ple who cared for her as she discov-
ered a different way of living.

“I'm feeling all kinds of things,” she
said about leaving Hamilton. “I came
here without no family. But people
have taken me in, tough-loved me,
and loved me until I could love myself.

“I've had a lot of natural highs,”
she said. “Sometimes people will
ask me if I'm on (drugs or alecchol)
and I say, 'No I don’t go that way

anymore.
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AmeriCorps program
helps farmers, wildlife

Anauonal youth service program
1s underway in western Oklahoma
that wiil benefit not only wildiife
but also many state farmers.

AmeriCorps is a nationai service
initiative created by Presicer:
Chinton that allows voung penpie
sarnmoney [orcoilege or vocatinna
sznhool by working to meet enviran-
mental, human, ',:...,..\. salety an:z
educational neeas. In Oklahomu
20 AmeriCorps participants wili &=
restoring windbreaks at 30 to 2
sites - windbreaks that provics
wiidiife habitat, protect crops an:
recuce soil erosion.

Following the ‘Dust Bowi ot tr-
1930s, these uving fence lines we:=
sianted mostly to protect {arm :

u

was these same win
sugh. that helpeda bo
uail and turkey pn

T. rough the Arr.e'"k,a'

srerioratin

windbreaxs wiil o=

wiidlife haoitat

ering tie
e pt < 1
2ars

! "IG.'.L.T‘( nal vea

. an estimatec 207

the environment

C:.'.‘.'.‘-ﬁ'.: are warking wr im-
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FEDERAL DOLLARS AT WORK — An AmeriCorps group was busy last
week clearing down and dying timber on Observatory Hill. The logs were cut
into firewood for distribution in the Goldendaie area. People in need of fire-
wood must be referred through Klickitat County Senior Services, the Interfaith
Fellowship or the Klickitat'Skamania Development Project.

= .Thursday ; November 24; 1934 - Goldendale; W ashingion 88620-9526 - -/
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Thurscay, June 23, 1994 — BA

Klickitat project funded

|

A Klickitat County salmon habitat restoration project has beeq
named one of 37 recipients nationwide for federal funds through
President Clinton’s Americorps program.

Known as the “domestic Peace Corps,” Clinton signed the Amen~1
corps national service program into law last Sepiember. The pro4
gram will employ about 20,000 people nationwide by the end of
this year.

Dave Kreft. a Klickitat County district conservationist with thel
U.S. Soil Conservation Service, said the Mid-Columbia Salmon
Restoration Project will receive about $225.000 through Ameri-
corps. The money will be used to hire 10 people and a supervisor
whose main goal will be to work with private landowners t.oe
restore and maintain streams for spawning salmon.

Kreft said the project will last one year. People hired for the
pro;ect will be paid $7,500 for the year. They also will receive a’
$4.725 education voucher that can be used to pay off college loans
or future tuition expenses.

The salmon habitat project also is supported by the Yakama‘
Indian Nation, the Klickitat County Board of Commissioners, the
state Department of Fisheries and Wildlife and the Central and
Eastern Klickitat Conservation Districts.
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AmeriCorps national service organization alive,
well and serving others in the White Mountains

Carolyn Dryer °,
Tha Indepandent -

SHOW LOW — Members of
AmeriCorps, a national service orga-
nization working im communitics

thcoughdut the Four Cormers area, is’

oa the move in the White Mountains.
Some of the AmeriCorps members
have already knocked on some White
Mountain doors. They’ve handed out
forms they'd like residents and busi-
ncss owners 10 look over and fill oul,
then mail in.

Created by federal legistation Sept
21, 1993, USDA/AmeciCorps is the
domestic equivalent of the Peace
Corps. Twenly thousand strong, the
purpose of the program is, as every
volunteer will tell you, “to get things
done.” Loca) AmeriCorps volunieer
Tom Scpulveda said the program is:
involved in rural community devel-
opment, “helping people pull them-
selves wgether by the bootstraps.

“It has 10 be people empowering
themselves. Otherwise, you get that
same old dependence on governiment
which docan’t help anybody.”

*it's the essence of the new
covenant and we shouldn't
stop K° |

President Bill Clinton, In his State
of the Union address Jan. 24, said of
the AmeriCorps: "It’s the essence of
the new covenant and we shouldn't
stop il.” Describing the volunteers
who serve in AmeriCorps, President
Clinton sald they are “solving prob-
lems and earming money for college.”

That scrves as an accurate descrip-
tion of Sepulveda who is a college
graduate, married, hoping to earn
enough moncy this ycar to get a good
start on paying for his master’s
degree. Sepulveda and the 47 other
AmeciCorps voluntecrs warking on
the Four Corners Regional Rural
Development Project are focusing on
two main projects for this region.

Ongc is the Crofford Demonstration
Farm in Woodruff, 15 - 20 milcs
southeast of Holbrook. Through the
construction of a 17" X 24" green-
house built from easily obtained
materials at minimal expense, volun-
tcers hope o “show the advantages
and profitability of such greenhous-
¢s.” The farm is also aiming to
demonsurate alternative high retum
crops, including herbs.

The other project is creating an
economic data base. Called Econ dB,
the volunteer communily action team
is working oa collecting information
from local communliies. The team
will not be Klling the communities

whal they need 10 do to develop pro-
jects. Sepulveda said nobody from
AmeriCorps will be analyzing the
data, but it will be available 10 com-
munity planners.

Some community action teams do
more than collect data. They build
trzils, sach as the Heritage Trail from
St. Johns (o Lyman Lake, pointing out
historical sites along the trail. “A big

history trail,” said Scpulveda, “that -

shows all aspects of a given arca’s
historical heritage.”

" “tIs a grassroots effort to
solve the problams facing
communities across the
Nation”

The AmediCorps Ethic includes the
goal of "getting things done,”
“strengthening communitics,” encour-
aging responsibility,” and “expanding
opportunity™ As its mission state-
menl says, "It is a grassroots effort to

_solve the problems facing cooununi-

ties across the Nation.”

Sepulveda believes in [t and hopes
the information gathering process will
bear fiuit aad the White Mountain
comnunities will be able 1o deter-
mine thicir own destiny, He'll be
knocking on your door.

President Clinton, @ Democrat, and
Senator Jon Kyl of Arizona, a Repub-
lican, do share the same senliment
about AmeriCorps. Kyl, in a speech
on the floor of the senate Jan. 20, said,
“... it provides meaningful work for
young people addressing real prob-
lems without federal micromanwuge- -
mcnt ... In the process, national ser-
vice instills im young pcople the
strong traditional values of hard work
and responsibility. They learn those
values becaase they arc serving. It is
not a program (o teach those values.
It is a program where the values are
lcamed because of service readered.”

In the process, natlonal ser-
vice instills in young people
the strong traditional values of
. hard work and responsibility. .
it is not a program to teach
those values. It is a program
where the values are learned
because of service rendered.”

For more information about Ameri-
Corps, call Sepulveda in Holbrook at
524-1305, or the Holbrook headquar-
lers at 524-1442.
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HELPING HAND — Joel Berg. national director of the AmeriCorps program,
helps Rogue Valley AmeriCorps members create lich habitat at Applegate
Lake Thursday Berg visiled southern Oregon as part of a tour ol Northwest

programs

program

8y PAUL FATTIG
of tha Mail Tribune

APPLEGATE — The mud-spaltered
young man wearing the yellow hard hat
grinned into the cold wind blowing across
Applegate Lake

“It's really exciting to move from the
theory phase to making thix a reality,”
Joel Berg said. "To work slongside these
people s really something.”

Berg was smony a dozen AmeriCorps
members Thursday who draggced
manzanita brush down into the muddy
hasin of the lake’'s Squaw arm, where the
brush was attached Lo u cable. Come

Director lauds AmeriCorps

strongly is thatit’s kind of a GI bill
without the G1,” he added. “This ls an
alternative way for young Americans to
do service for their country without
Joining the military.™

Nauonwule, there are about 20,000
members, but he expects the ranks Lo
Rrow.

“1think il's wuorking evan bellsr Lthan
expected.” he smid “"This is work that
elther wouldn't ket done or work that the
taxpayers would have to pay about five
times as much iIf private conlractors were
todoit.”

in addition to learning good work ethics

and gaining experience, many
participants will go

spring when the

to college and

lake is (ull, the
brush will serve . it contlinue to add Lo
oot ¢ €It's really exciting to move from o8 g
But Berg. 30, the theory phase to making this a .

wasn'l a member of rea!ity. To work ajonqside these u:l;'wm

. . e would have
e e People is really something.?? SRSEaR Purece
atthe old Star — Joel Berg, wl.(l‘mlll:ewd
Gulch facihity of the program,

AmeriCorps director : sl

Applegate Ranger

District. Rather, he

is natonal director of the program,
appointed by President Clinton in early
1993.

He stopped by the Rogue River
National FForest program, one of nearly 40
nationwide, as part of a tour of Northwest
F:-v}ecu. Inthe program that began this

Il, people in their late teens and early
20s earn at least $7.300 and an .

educavonal voucher of 34.725 (ur 10

months of work.

In addition to a variety of
environmental tasks, they urc also doing
rural development work, including
projecla expecied Lo start 3090 in
Prospect and Butte Falls.

A longtime supporter of the program,
Berg noled that it has components similar
to that of the Clvilian Conservation Corpa
ofthe Greal Depression.

“But there is the educational beneflt
thatdidn't exist before.” Berg said. “Not
only Is the government asking something
of young peoplc, bul we re giving
something buck.

“The reason Clinton hehieves in it so

things governmen |
couldn’t do, or doing it better for a lot
cheaper,” he said. "The president hopes
this goes beyond party politics. A lot of
Republicans supported this.™

Because of that bipartisan suppert,
Berg expects AmeriCorps Lo survive
future political battles.

"We need members of Congreas Lo come
up and se¢ whal Lhese people are doing ™
he said. “Ifthey think they are young, laxy
people being overpaid, then they can kulj
the program_ ™’

But he figures that most observers will
come 10 the conclusion the work s 3
important, along with the training.

“These people are working derm bard,
and the money they are getling ks actually
preily measly,” he said.

The program ofTers a future for many
young people, he sald.

“They are doing things that need to be
done.” he sald “This s not make-work
The president’s goal 13 to get up Lo 100,000
members by the end of four years.”
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AmenCorps workers Jend a a hand to ﬂood very

+ BY LARRY PERCE
BROWNVILLE — Anyone joining g mwhlwr;m
s = Work is /
AmeriCorps, President Clinton's “do-  gervation Service office in Tecumseh
unity mmmxlorgo mﬁmh pa.rt"uon.hellms lopme: s
m ] ¥ 1 nt
higher wages they might earn at an- gram. D g
other job. AmeriCorps also has crews work- -
In return for their sacrifices, work- ing in an anti-hunger, utrition and ¢
ers can wipe out college debt or gain empowerment program.
money to return to college by helping Clinton announced AmeriCorps on

t local gow-,
2“ nonprofit agencies and Bov:,

Workers must look beyond the lim-
ited financial benefits of AmeriCorps,
said Chuck Yearly of Lincoln, super-
visor of a crew working out of Tecum-
seh.

“We're here for the community, to

get involved,” Yearly said.
.. Workerx:waar black baseball caps
: lndmyTilﬂdtwithl'hiterna
black circle. The AmeriCorps motto
is “Getting things done.”

The Tecumseh crew will spend
most of its 1,800 working hours clear-

ties. i |,

‘&Moltheuphca donl,pve ;

much money (for public work proj-
ects),” he said.

Last week, the Tecumseh crew
began scraping damaged paint from
the interior of the floating Meri-
wether Lewis Museumn. Last year's
floods nearly swept the old river

Please see AMERICORPS on page 5

o o .. l mvﬁmm
Eric Bartels of Tecumseh scrapes paint from the ceiling of the Meri-
wether Lewis Museum in Brownville. Bartels and three other Ameri-
. Corps workers are repairing damage done to the old dredging boat by
a leaky roof and flooding in 1993. -

A!.anlCOl’pS/Workers help communities and themselves

Continued from page 1

i

dredge away. The interfor paint was
damaged when the roof leaked. Heat
and humidity caused more damage.

The crew will scrape and then re-
paint the ceiling and walls for the
nonprofit Meriwether Lewis Founda-
tion. A private contractor installed a
new roof Lhis summer.

Yearly, who has a master’s degree
in rural and community planning, was
a community planner in Carroll,
Iowa, before his job was phased out.
He had been out of work for months.
AmeriCorps will help him pay off his
graduate school debt and gain experi-
ence as a supervisor.

Eric Bartels of Tecumseh, a con-
struction worker and the father of
two children, said he wants to go to a
two-year college withott b
money.

Theresa and Emily Sherman, two
sisters from Tecumseh, said they will
pay off student loans they incurred
whila . atteanding Platta Coarmoinnito

College in Columbus and Peru Slate
College. :

“It takes care of all of mine, thank
God,” Emily Sherman said, scraping
paint from the ceiling of the old river
dredge.

The sisters, 20-year-old identical
twins, plan to go back to school after
ayear.

AmeriCorps, a $360 million pro-
gram, pays 20,000 Americans to work
in four areas: education, health and
human needs, the environment and
public safety. If extended by Con-
gress, the program could spend $1.5
billion over three years to pay for
100,000 workers.

Anyone older than 17, including
high school dropouts and people with
graduate degrees, can apply for the

. program.

AmeriCorps  supervisors make
$6.35 an hour pb 1it toward
money for educat rkers earn
$4.35anhour plussc..  .ioney.

Whan tha advvantinem=1 .. \

added in, workers earn about $12,000 a
year plus paid medical benefits.
AmeriCorps workers are not consid-
ered federal workers and are not eli-
gible for unemployment. They must
work the entire year to receive
educational benefits, and are limited
to two years in the program.

Yearly said the Tecumseh crew
and crews in Lincoln, Omaha and
Norfolk soon will each add another
worker.

In Lincoln, recruiting is under way
for 23 volunteers to work with nine
community action agencies in Ne-
braska, said Lorrie Benson, director
of Community Action of Nebraska
Inc.

Benson will oversce a program
aimed at reducing violence among
youths 10 to 15 years old. For informa-
tion, call Benson at (402) 471-3714.

For information about other
AmeriCorps opportunities, call 1-800-
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First AmeriCorps worker to focus on water, .sewage plans

Dy Barbasa Heoht
o e Dy Canrer

LJ\VE JUNCI“IO!\ - Hurzl

developmenl i 8 small lsww in
Ihe Domamcan has 2 ot
a commaen with rural develep-
inenl m 2 small lowe = ssullrewst
oru Oregon.
* Marces Kawf{imen, the aew
ceninranity dovelopmen( ceendine-
lor for the Illinois Valley, knows
ihe sumalarilies well As 3 Peace
Corps volunteer, he helped sal up
waler celleciim and sterage sys-
lems, os well as ceastrucl »
mmamw
commumily wilh few sech lacih-
lecs

In his new post im the [llmos
Valley - - the first AmeriCorps
posibon in the valley - he'B help
the Co ity ® Team

llinois VaJIey native returns after a stint in the Peace Corps

(rom the
on. Then, be

ecenamic
Undveraity of Or
joioed e Peace

Tramed as a rural youlh volum-
Leer, due Lo bis ex
Fulwre hﬂnmdh and &
Hasa sler, be was sent Lo
the num cornar of the small

*] started off in rursl youlh
prejects,” he says. That us, be
managed a baseball team com-
posed of Dominican Repubkc chal-
dren

““There urce hundreds of kids

there and everyome waals 1o play
baseball,” be explaing.

mect goals outhned in in the region's
strategic plan. And one ol the big
goals suthived in the plan is te
improve and expand waler sad
sewa e Systens.

Same tng, bigger scale.

Bul for Kaulfman, 26, the expe-
rience of belping a comuum
solve ils preblems and mpll&

k< has a persanal lwist, This is
is home town

Kaulfinan grew up m the 1i-
nuis Valley and recently retarned
aller leavmg o ewn a bachaler's
degree im intermational studies,

wilh a0 emphasis en Thard Werld

With sports a mmnstay of com
munily participution, Kawliman
erganmred a program thal brought
needed sports oqupment lo rwral
communities Thesugh contacts atl
IHimois Valley High Scheol and
ether schools, unused alblelic
equipment was shipped to the
small country The sportung gooils
were themn distributed te those
communily groups willmg te put
their labor toward a communily
prejoct, he says

e success slury was a cam
mumty Jatrine

""Mosl of the peaple i the com-

e ‘iﬁ o et

MARCUS KAUFFMAN
Deswn 1o nual communilies

munily dsdn’t have lalrines." he
says So, Kaulfman organized a
project teal built a sm;[;le lalruu
near a commumty bwld
scrved as u cenler for soci
Lons

Then there was a preject lo
provide druking waler

“Abgul two-thirits of the val
lagers didn’t have access lo
polable waler,” he says Instead,
there was a Lirge, concrele cistern
within the community that was
perishically lidled by the govern-
menl Lo provide for basic needs.

The sdea was sample ensugh:
Capturc rain waler that (slls from
Nevember through March via gut-
lers attached Lo roofs, then store
Use waler in cislerns for use later
m Lhe srasen.

*Using system deugnl Kawdl- .

man wrole grant reyuests that

garoered funds from public and .
private agencies. The meney -

came through, but within days of
the project’'s implemenlation,
Kauffman severcly mjured his Jeg,
sendenpg him back te lhe .S, for
recenstruclive swrgery Anolher
voluntcer saw the project through.

Theugh now out of the Peace

Corps, Kaulfman saw a nced te .

continue helping rural cemmuni-
Les. This bme, President Chiinten’s
AmeriCorps program provided a
way lo employ him at a local
level.

*“Thus is an opperiunity lo do

greal Uumgs,' Kauffman says of -

Ihe program. Nel only with the

communlly benefit from the help,

but he'll also have $4,700 a year in
studenat loans paid eff for his
effort.

The expericnce also is giving
ham an oppuriunsty to retum to his
rools.

"I spenl my formalve years in
college,” he says “I''n having W

relearn the commusuly.”
And, (he -communily has
changed In recent years. More
Je bave moved in, and those
avolved in pr-uing projects
bave changed {aces.

“I'm working om oulreach nuw
lryilng te get more peapls
invelved,” he says Most impor
tant Is o gel theac wi tu com
mit for at beast o year of servicc
invelved in working toward mcct
ing the communily's goals.

The Communitly Responss
Tearm will moet at 7 pm Thwrs
day at lllinois Vallcy High Scheel



\.

Tuesdsy st the Edna White

By Rob Oimstead
Siaf! Writer

Chris Travis was not amused
when a little British history was
alipped in on him on his first day
of gardening as a member of
AmeriCorps.

A community volunteer told

Sonnofmwmcmmmmbmofmm.ﬂw“wmmurﬁamw',m
Century Garden st 111th Homewood. il

Diverse AmeriCorps Youth at Work

end of the

“stick is ... a $1,000 scholarship,”

said crew leader Paul O'Grady, an

office m.l.nyt-r with the US. De-

ent of Agriculture taking a

from his pormal duties to
supervise 10 participants.

%:e workers are recent or

soon-to-be high school grad ates

rogram aimed at curbing vio-
e, drew Enri:id M 17.
“I'm working with comple
different people all the t.imf. tely‘
I don't lie around,” said n-
ald, a graduate of Mother McAu-
ley High School.
O'Grady said workers start at
7:30 a.m. and loafing isn't allowed.

Travis about the legend of Queen
Anne's Lace, a flower said to have
sprung from the blood of Anne
Boleyn, wife of Henry VIII, after
she was beheaded

But mini-history lesson aside,
Travis, 18, a resident of the Ida B.
Wells bousing dmlogment. said,
“It's the best job out here—in the
world.”

AmeriCorpe is President Clin-
ton's effort to bring people to
public service while helping them
earn money for education. In Chi-
cago, the prcf:;m is at the Chi-
cago High School for Agricultural
Science. Fifty young people will
be employed for 10 weeks, each
earning a tax-free $147 stipend
per week

leon‘ghprm start in Au-
gust, but the summer run is being
| called “Summer of Safety”™ be-

cause part of its focus is to curb |
violence and crime. |

from
backgrounds, economic back-
ground —some of them went to Ag
school, some are from Ida B.
Wells,” said Elizabeth Tyler of
the Botanic Garden in Glencoe.
Tyler has been helping eommuni-
ty volunteers establish the garden,
called the Edna White Century
Garden, at 111th and Homewood,
for more than a year.

~ The diversity, the scholarship
and the chance to be a part of a

“all different oduut.ioa.d.

“That's part of the project also:
teaching a work ethic,” be said.
“[This 18] a job and it’s not a ‘do-
what-vou-want' type of thing "

TACDIET

I

-
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“Newberry, S. C. Fridaly, Dec.16, 1994

AmenCorps
. Assists
“School

District

‘Have you ever wondered how
much work goes into producing the
food we eat everyday?

Most of us know where these
products come from but have no
idea how the process works. Have
you ever seen how a gallon of milk
or a dozen eggs get from the
animals to the store and to your
table?

The local AmenCorps volunteers
are working with the Newberry
School District and the Natural
Resources Conservation'Service on
an agricultural curr:culum for
teachers. :

This project is centered ﬂ.round
the agricultural activities ‘of
Newberry County. The AmeriCorps
volunteers are taking inventory at
participating farms in the county to
identify aspects that could be used
as educational teaching materials

+ in environmental and agncultural

education.

The USDA volunteers are laying
the foundation for teachers to learn
about the workings ‘of an
agricultural settmg The purpose of
this project is to find what
activities and practices found on a
farmare ‘worth the leaders of
tomorrow . learning
understanding. -

The volunteers are headed by
Karen Kinard, the AmeriCorps
leader for the farm " teacher
curriculum. The idea is to set up a
program for select teachers to go
through an agricultural training
period to better understand the
farming process and establish a
working curriculum for-other
teachers to utilize.

‘environment :*

andll

+ T'ne AmeriCorps team is taking
inventory:at participating farms in
the county.to'identify: aspects that
could be used as teaching materials
in agricultural and environmental
educafaon The; volnnteers are ‘also
setting up: al work.mg agncultural
resource 'library. of .available’
materials from numerous sources
for future utilization by teachers.
The field data compiled by the
volunteers from Newberry County
farms will be‘used by.the school
district. toircreate-:'the .new
curriculum.”A handful-of teachers-
will take the raw data and organize
an agricultural ‘program, for other
teachers.-to -:go..through to
adequately. i .teach .the .farm
curriculum.’ - iy oo
‘After enoughteachers have
completed the program and begin

G R mE iy :
Shad i

to mcorporate some of the material

intotheir classes, field trips to the
area farms will give the students a
chance- to see:first-hand ‘how:the

food,-we s0:0ften take for granted,

'J!I’ .-f

gets to our table!

{The* teachlng curnculum w:]I
include ' “many '“"aspects ~ of
environmental education "and

'conservatnon techmques used to

protect the quahty of our existing
+» for~-’ future

generations.' The importance ‘of

.

en\nronmental ‘education is being '

realized throughout the world and

can be seen in everyday life. That's !

why we all, especially our children, -

'need.to learn and understand how

processes " ‘that- affect ' our’
environment work and what can be "
done to"protect-and' hopefullyi
rebuild what we shll have. ...
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AmeriCorps Continues Work With Watershed

BY KIMBERLY M. JOHNSON
YOUR COMMUNITY AT WORK

AmeriCorps continues its
committment to rural South
Carolina.

The Newberry Team Il members
(Amy Overstreet, James Holland,
Jay Henderson, Mary Roe and
Angela Brinkley) use a computer
program to identify non-point
source pollution in the Bush River
Camping Creek watershed.

To identify potential solutions for
the problem areas, team members
place data such as soil type, land
slope and land use into the AGNPS
(Agricultural Non-point Sourcs)
computer model.

The model simulates conditions
at all points within the watershed.

The AGNPS program actually
runs a watershed model and
spatially interprets the results.

The Natural Resources
Conservation Service will uss the
model of the two subwater sheds to
pinpoint problems within the
oversll Bush River Camping Creek
watarshed.

The team has created a Lotus
spreadsheet for inputting data
from SC Dept. of Health and
Environmental Control (DHEC)
water monitoring station. The
information has been accumulating
over the years and has not been
analyzed.

As a result of the spreadsheet,

}‘fx

the data can be graphed and
comparison studies can be made in
order to jlluetrate trends and
patterns over the years.

Aeriel photos, topography maps,

‘as well as a clinometer which
slope

measures the land
percentage sre some of the
instrumenta and equipment used
by the team.

As Holland and Roe use the
equipment in the field, they have
placed & premium on their outdoar
experiences.

E } 5
T R

Newberry Team I, AmeriCorps, mamben receive technical
tralning from supervisor Jim Wiison, center. Pictured, from left,
are: Jay Henderson, James Halland, Jim Wilson and Mary Roe.

Holland enjoys the physical
landscape such as the hillsides, the
change of seasons and the well-
managed farms. “For farmers, the
work is right there...they live

- within the workplace,” he said.

Roe feels & greater appreciation
for the environment.

She recalls watching & PBS
program about mammoths. Roe
marveled how she could relate to
various subjects in the program to
her AmeriCorps work.

Devising a plan to croas a creek
and trying to pry a canoe out of
mud are some memorable tales for
Amy Overstreet. Overstreet works
primearily with computer data
entry. She looks forward to
increasing her field time.

Call 321.6222, to learn more
about the team’s current project.



Au«)us—i'n- Chronicle 1[s/gs: :Americorps:

:Many want
to help out

"

WContinued from 1A
l

. P stionwide. The reason why, accord-
Americorps visits camp, s
feed.

l t th d f h » *“I've always had a strong be-
p an lng e See S O Ope dief in community service,” said
‘Amy Overstreet, a 22-yecar-old
P 7 Y —) Wofford College graduate.
B3 ik - . In August, Ms. Overstreet, a
:Columbia resident, is leaving for
‘two years in the Peace Corps in
‘the Ivory Coast. She thinks this
experience may be good prepara-
‘tion.

A compatriot, Angela Brinkley,
said watching her many nieces
 ‘and nephews grow up in the inner
«city inspired her to work with ru-
ral children. Ms. Brinkley, also 22,
‘has an associate’s degree and is
'studying engineering at the Uni-
versity of South Carolina.

. Both women plan to take ad-
.vantage of education credits they
.are earning for their volunteer
.work. Volunteers get a nominal

.elt I could make a contribution here and at the living stipend. credit toward col-
same time enjoy it,” said Mr. Holland, 54. “I am retired - lege tuition loans, work experi-
and not ready to sit on the porch yet.” RONCOCKERLESTAFF ience and training and, in some

; Americorps members Angela Brinkley .cases, lodgin
Thousands have already volunteered for service na- (left) and Amy Overstreet plant long leaf - pII’ of gthgt i liinoitat, i
Please sec AMERICORPS on 13A pines at Camp Long Wednesday. ‘most say they get much more.

, Jay Henderson, 24, of Colum-
-bia, said he joined because he
l:kes working outdoors and want-
ed ‘to do my part and help the en-
twronment any way I can.”

i All of them professed a deep
'love and concern for the environ-
Irnent and a compulsion to do
|somethmg to benefit it.

i Team leader Mary Roe of
;Powderswlle S.C., near Green-
wville, described herseif as the
i*“‘mid-life, career change, go-back-
‘to-get-your-masters-degree type.”

' She said the commion denomi-
nator for the group is the desire
.for community service.

“A necd to help people,” Ms.
Roe said.
. Other AmeriCorps volunteers
‘have completed a six-week map-
-ping of Edgeficld County to help
set up a 911 survey. They have
.also done a farm survey in Abbe-
-ville and a water quality survey in
+Saluda County.

By Stephen Delaney Hale
South Carolina Bureau

AIKEN — Aiken resident James Holland has long
been a believer in national service.

He is now putting his beliefs into action as a member
of AmeriCorps. ;

Often dubbed the domestic Peace Corps, AmeriCorps
was created last year by President Clinton as the answer
to his promise for a national service organization.

Wednesday, the retired veteran and former school
teacher joined a team of volunteers who planted pine
seedlings at Camp Long in eastern Aiken County. The
half-dozen AmeriCorps members were creating an out-
door environmental education plot at the popular sum-
mer camp.

When the kids return in the summer of 1995, they will
studv the effects of man on the environment through the
£ vlots being prepared by the team.

Ms. Brinkley's summed up
their erpﬂcL sa_\'in;_:- simply she

e



Medford Mail Tribune
2/15/98
Medford, OR

. AmeriCorps update

he last time we wrote defending President

i § Clinton’s national service program, Amer-

| iCorps volunteers were up in Butte Falls,
Hammering away on improvements to the Butte
Falls community hall.

i They're still in Butte Falls, working at the
county library branch building, the fire hall and
restrooms at the park. Earlier, they maintained
rational forest trails, planted trees, and worked
an erosion-control projects.

i THE NATIONAL SERVICE program pro-
" vides young workcrs with a living stipend and

ﬁney for college. But the GOP Congress is still

-ager to make AmeriCorps an example of its
willingness to spare no “liberal” program
(Although it wants to spend more money for
young soldiers to do make-work on obsolete mili-
thry bases) — especially a program that Presi-
dent Clinton can properly be proud of.

: Anyway, since that last editorial AmeriCorps
crews are now helping improve the popular but

eavily worn trail on Upper Table Rock. Liter-

g.\y, your tax dollars at work.
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"Their job
1S In gutter

By MIKE HALL
The Capntal-Journal

hose people painting words on
T curbs and in gutters in Tope-
ka aren't graffiti vandals.

They are painting an important
anti-pollution reminder, “No Dump-
ing — Drains to River."”

Norman L. Sawyer, non-point
source coordinator for the Shawnee
County Conservation District, said
the message was being painted ad)a-
cent {0 storm sewer inlets in the
Shunganunga Drainage area.

The painting is being done by four
Americorps/USDA members.

Sawyer estimates 8,000 storm
drains need to be stenciled. He said
many members of the public don't
realize the stormdrains empty direct-
ly into Shunganunga Creek or the
. Kansas River without going through
any kind of treatment process.

Examples of the kinds of things
people shouldn't put into storm drains
are: used motor oil, antifreeze, ferti]-
izer, pesticides, paint residues, leaves,
Styrofoam and cans. .

The Americorps members began
stenciling this week, but Sawyer said
the majority of the work will be
done next March through June. The
program also is looking for more
volunteers to help with the work.

As the stencilers move through an
area painting the message on the
curbs. they also distribute an infor-
mational brochure. Potential volun-
teers may contact the Shawnee
County Conservation District Office
at 3231 SW. Van Buren. The district
also will have a booth at the Topeka
Lawn, Flower and Garden Show,
Feb. 17-19, 1995, where volunteers
may sign up.
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W The AmeriCorps
project leaves its
‘mark in The Dalles

By TOM STEVENSON
Managing Edilor

There is much work to be done
on the grounds of the ncw
Columbia Gorge Community
College campus.

Projects arc backed up, wailing
for thc tmec, moncy and man-
power 1o become available to get
them done.

One of thosc projects — a new
retaining wall that holds back a
bank along the main driveway —
has been donc thanks to a
cooperative agreement between
the college and the necw
AmcnCorps Program.

The AmeriCorps Program was
designed and implemenied by
President Clinton as an oppor-
tunity for those who want o go
to college — but for financial
rcasons cannot afford to. Under
the program'’s rules, participants
sign up for a yecar, work on a
number of different projects for a
minimal weekly salary, and at the
end of the year get a $5,000
education voucher.

For many ‘thc commitment is
one year, for others it can be two.

It takes quitc a commitment
for someone 1o step outside cach
day to work in all kinds of condi-
tions, doing work 1o benefit the
environment, all for only $156 a
week. There is a carrot dangling
at the end, however, and it is that,
along with an opportunity 1o
lcam many skills, that has ar-
tracted a wide assortment of
people to the program, according
to Jerry Gabay.

Gabay is the director of the
Mt. Adams Cenicer of the
Northwest Scrvice Academy,
which is a part of the
AmeniCorps program. He was om
hand last weck 1o watch six
mcmbers of onc of his thee
ninc-people crews work on the

Daily

Serving Oregon’'s Wasco, Sherman,

Chio

ESTABLISHED 1890
Gilliam and Hood River counties and Ki

Clinton prOJect benefits college

AMERICORPS IN ACTION — Brant Force (Ieh) and Carl Lampman were two team rnembars from the
AmeriCorps Program who were working recenlly on a new retaining wall at Columbia Gorge Com-
munity College. Both work through the Northwest Service Academy's M. Adams Center. (Staff photo
by Tom Stevenson)

new retaining wall at Columbia
Gorge Community College.

“It 1s a diverse group,” said
Gabay. “Wc¢ have threce
grandmothers in the program,
and we have people right out of
high school.”

Under the guidclines of the
AmcriCorps program, all of the
projects the tcams work on have
to bc cnvironmentally related.
The tcam that was working at
CGCC had carlicr been building
a fence around a water project in

Washington before being snowed
ouL Ncar Estacada, they built
about five miles of trail in the ML
Hood National Forest. Al the
same Lme the crew was working
in The Dalles, another group was

See AmeriCorps, page 7

r——
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THE WHOLE CREW — Crew members from the AmeriCorps Program who took part in building a new
retaining wall at Columbia Gorge Community College include (from left) Christina Wellman, Jennifer
Glowacki, Brent Force, Kim Pope, Carl Lampman, and John Duff, the Team Steward. (Staff photo by

Tom Stevenson)

AmeriCorps

Continued from page 1
enhancing habitat for walcrfowl
on Wells Island at Hood River.

Yet another tcam recently
finished working three weeks dis-
mantling Hope's Place, a
women's shelicr in White Sal-
mon that bumcd. The environ-
mental connecuon there, Gabay
noted, is that the new Hope's
Place will be a solar building and
will have a statc-of-the-an recy-
cling program.

The work is not casy, as Jen-
nifer Glowacki, a recent high
graduate from Timber noted.

“The work is hard,” said
Glowacki. “The first project we
did was trail building and it ok
a lot out of you. But we got used
to it, and we have a good Lmc
working together, so that helps.”

Glowacki joked that the team
had recently ook a week off for
training, and then moved 1o
Columbia Gorge Community
College 1o begin the latest project
and the sorc muscles quickly
returned. But o her, it is ceruunly
worth iL

“The scholarship at the end
makes it all worth while,” she
said. “But 1 just graduated and
this is giving me a chance w
figurc out what [ want o do.”

Carl Lampman, a 23-ycar-old
from White Salmon, had worked
construction since he graduated
from high school, but has wanted
1o go to college 1o stwdy cn-
gincering. It was his mother who
handed him the applicaton for
the AmcnCorps program.

“If you'rc looking to further
your education and looking for a
challenge in your life, then |
wowld say ‘yes, do this,””
Lampmam szd “I's also mice 0
kmow ol what we're doing is

oing to affect future genera-
Lions.”

John Duff, a 26-ycar-old
former resident of the east coast
who came W the program via
Scattle, was the “wam steward”
on duty at the college. He was
quick to note that thc program
was off 10 a good start.

“Things arc going well,” he
said. “There have been a lot of
things we had not anticipaled, but
that is part of it being the first
year, What I'm enjoying seeing is
the success people arc having.
They arc sticking with the
program, sclting goals and reach-
ing them.”

Because he is a member of the
actual “management staff,” Dufl
will not get the $5,000 educauon
voucher at the end of the year. He
said he chose o become a part of
the AmeriCorps team because he
“wanted to do something for the
environment, something outdoors
and to work with people.”

“It's been a great cxperience
so far,” said Duff, who has his
Bachclor's Degree in English and
plans on furthering his education.
“The dynamics of working in a
group like this are rcally inlerest-
ing."

Since the program began late
last summer, only four people
have dropped out, Gabay said.
Onc was asked 10 lcave, while
the other three chose to depart for
personal reasons.

The Northwest Service
Academy is one of similar
programs crcated as part of
AmecnCorps, Some of those in-
volved live on site at Trout Lake,
and thcir room and board is
deducicd trom their $156 per
weck. Others live at home or in
other private residences.

Those from the Mt Adams

Center work throughout the
Mid-Columbia region, and Gabay
said he is hearing from a number
of groups and agencics who arc
interesicd in having groups do
work.

“We met (last weck) with some
people who want us o do some
riparian work on Fifieen Mile
Creek,” Gabay said. “The BPA
also wants us o do riparian work
on other crecks. The Dufur His-
torical Sociely has talked to us.
All of those are in the conceptual
stage. We would also really like
to do some work on the
Riverfront Trail in The Dalles.

The projects being ac-
complished by those in
AmeriCorps arc quite likely
projects that would not get done
otherwise — at least not as
quickly, Gabay noted.

“We arc going out and working
in the communities,” said Gabay.
“We hope people will see what
can get done.”

Those who have work done by
AmcriCorps workers pay for it in
various ways. In the case of the
college, CGCC officials agreed
lo give tuition grants for par-
ticipants of $200 per day that the
crew is working on the campus.

Gabay said that he is uncenain
how the grants will be used, but
diffcrent options are being ex-
plored, ranging from a class
being taught o all in the ML
Adams Center, o individuals get-
ting further training.

“It is a cooperative effont that
works,” Gabay said.

The Northwest Service
Academy is currenty recruiting
for new crew members 10 begin
working in January. For addition-
al information about the program
contact Leigh Hancock at (509)
395-3467.
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Americorps offering

openings in the
Four Corners area

The U. §. Deparumeat of
Agriculture is lamnching the
Amencorps program io Unh this
month by offering oppartuzities
about 40 college gradoates o gan
wark experience and titicd reim-
bursement while belping develop ru-
ral areas of the Four Corners region.
Americorps is President Bill
Clinion's new natiooal service ins-
galive (at establishes a “domestic
Peace Capa™ «

Jed opportunities are availabls in
Uwb, New Mezxico, Colorado and
Arizona i the disaplings of ednca-
tion, information, wmall-scale agni-
cultare development, patural re-
sources inventory and determining
mdusuypcu:nt:al. "

Americorps is secking college
graduates with an interest in rural
development. To reqoest an applica-
ton and karn abowt Americomps in
the Four Corpers regioa, call 1-800-
784.1845. Applications will be &
copred trough Sept 30.

Pardcipants will earn 2 stpend of
$12,000 for working 1,800 dours
duriog 2 10- © 12-moodh period
They will also receive. beabih insun
care, {f pecessary. complesion
of the 1,800 bours, ap educition
voucher of $4,725 will be awarded.
The voucher may be used (o repay

L]

swdent loans and/or be applied -
ward tzidaD for s advanceed degree.

The Four Comers tnitiative will
focas oo econamic development and
coviroomental conservation.
Specifically, Americarps members
will be confncting an sxalyss of te
poteatial for azmmal resource based,
valoc-added fpdastriss in the regics:
cooducting research ino the roke of
oarural resource besed indusries in
Jocal economics; and assisting Lim.
ited resource farmers in developing a
dawabase of regional demographics
apd asstiog with togrism indosery
management
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Creek project introduces AmeriCorps

By DAN SWANSON G ) == ET) * e g
News-Press managing editor 2 . = N8

Nauional officers greeted an = \ ; 53
AmenCorps Natonal Service crew
work:ng Monday to clear South
Table Creek

Pau! Joknson, chief of the Soil
Consersation Service. and Joel
Berger of the U'S. Depaniment of
Agriculture visited the crew to help
launch the program in Nebraska and
nauonwide AmenCorps. which got

September 27, 1994
Volume 139 * No. 268
402/873-3334

© Nebraska City News-Press

off the ground on Sept 12, 1s
considered to be the domesnc
version of the Peace Corps

Berger jouned the fou
AmenCorps work £

Jams and debnis
on National Arber Day Fou
near Steinhart Par

T no be
than 10 WOIrk
members. You
siting 1N
Washington.” he said

The Nebraska City project is one
of the first in the Midwest and 15
pant of the Se
Mike Espy's

vour

AmeriCorps has four branches 1n
Nebraska -- Tecumseh, Omaha,
Lincoln and Norfolk. The Omaha
and Tecumseh branches are already
in operation and the Norfol f
IS recruiting
are paid a u
receive health benefits. They are
also eligible for an educauional
voucher worth $4,725 to pay for
twition or school debts

Working n Nebraska City
Monday were Crew Leader Chuck

worke

nimum of $7.600 anc

Theresa and Emily Sherman, left, USDA director Joel| Berger, Eric Bartels and Chuck Ye ey take a break from work

Yearsly of Lincoln, Eric Bartels of
Tecumseh and Therese and Emily
Sherman of Tecumseh Bartels said
2¢ joined AmeriCorps because of
he education ben and the chance

~ho 15 mamcd with 1wo Of
opes o go bhatk I
Yearsly said the program is @ way
o serve the tou and gives
aitizens an example of nauonal
e

college

Monday. Berger and the AmeriCorps crew worked one day clearing debris in South Table Creek that had been lef*

behind by the 1993 floods.

Johnson told the workers that the
Soil Conservauon Service intends
to build cn what the
the first

y do "You're
generation of this
he said. "This 15 a
hat will ¢nly strengthen
vears” He said up 1o
) people will be working 1n
AmeriCorps by the :nd of the first

-

year

Bill Caldwell, a Umiversity of
Nebraska Extension specialist. was
also on hand Monday to inspect the
program He said he 15 studving
the program 1o use it with other
service projects. “The service
component is the lasting benefit,”
he said “The spirit of volunteerism

and national service are the things |
will look for in building
componenis. We are looking for
something that adds meaning to the
lives o° the young people
involved '

Johnson said AmencCorps gives
people the oppor! o work on

the land tnd be of service

Young

Photo by Dan Swansor

people a great deal 10 con
they want (o contribute

NADF employecs are expected ic
wWOrk '..'."-E"“,,' the
clearning 1t creek  bed
AmenCorps crews moved on 1oda

winte:

£




)ine of first states to benefit from national service initiative

Vermont Anti-Hunger Corps
ows Falls

0 be located in Bell

BerLows i ’

by Robert F. Smith

BELLOWS FALLS -— Presi-
t Clinton signed into law a hill
ating AmeriCorps on Septem-
21, 1993, adomestic version of
Peace Corps. This program will
a broad spectrum of citizen
anteers to work in the areas of
cation, public safety, environ-
iial programs and meeting hu-
1 needs. Vermont, through the
wts of Senator Patrick Leahy,
be one of the first states to
efit from this national service
iative in a program titled the
‘mont Anti-Hunger Corps,
ied by a grant from the United
es Department of Agriculture.
lows Falls has been chosen as
center from which the local
nbers of the program will work
Jindham and Windsor counties.
Holly Hammond, the Team
der of the Anti-Hunger Corps
ioutheastern Vermont, held a
ding on November 16 at the
‘kingham Memonial Library 1o
lain the local program to any
rested parties.
In five geographic regions of
state, groups of eight individu-

Robert F. Smith

Holly Hammond, Team Leader of the Anti-Hunger Corps in southeastern Vermont,
the domestic version of Peace Corps

als will live and work together in a
variety of programs to help reduce

the problem of hunger in Vermont
Volunteers must be age 1R or older,

and make a commitment to work
for one year full-time in the pro-

gram. In return they will be pro-
vided with a $7,660 annual living
allowance, health insurance, work
related transportation and a child
care allowance, il needed. Al the
end of the year of service they will
receive a $4,725 education or train-
ing voucher that can be used for
vocational, college and university
courses, or towards paying off stu-
dent loans.

Hammond said that the program,
which began this month, is in its
recruiling and training stage. Suil-
able housing for the eight local tcam
members is being sought in Bel-
lows Falls, which is centrally lo-
cated for their assigned arca

“During this first year we want
to work out programs that will not
be just Band-Aids to the problem
of hunger in this part of Vermont,
but some real solutions,” said
Hammond. “We'd like to work with
advisory groups from the local com-
munities made up of parents, edu-
calors, clergy, the homeless and
others. We need their help in decid-
ing what the priority areas are that
we should concentrate on.”

Part of the purpose of the Anti-
Hunger Corps is to collaborate with
already existing groups and pro-
grams, providing extra hands and
lechnical assistance as needed, with
the long-term purpose of making

those groups and programs more
effective ontheirown For instance,
Hammaond explained that they
would be working with Southeast

ern Vermont Community Achion in
its food distribution program, help-
ing SEVCA create a better program
with more community distribution
centers and more regular volun

teers. Other areas that the local
group may hecome involved with
are nutritional education programs
in the schools and elderly housing
projects, school lunch programs,
community meals projects, sum-
mer feeding programs, food shelves
and food banks.

“There are a lot of possibili-
ties,” explained Hammond. “Be-
cause we're in the slart-up phase
right now, it's impossible to say
exactly what we'll be doing and
what programs we'’ll become in-
volved in. But this is a tremendous
assct for the communitics in this
arca lo take advantage of.”

Those interested in working in
this program can write o the Ver-
mont Anti-Hunger Corps, c/o Of-
fice of Economic Opportunity, 103
South Main Street, Waterbury, VT
05671-1801, or call 1-800-160)-
2577. While applications are being
reccived to fill the 40 positions open
throughout the state, more volun-
teers are necded
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Community service is their mission

By Stephanie Spear
Speca to the Heras

Presiden: Clinton's AmenCorps
national semvice program s alise
and well 1n the Southwest — for
ncw

Forne AmenCorps members in
the Four Corners regicr. — 11
headquartered locallv — are set-
thiryg nto their positons of semace
1o communites. though the new
program s threatened by the cur-
rent budgeicuiting Republican
congress

The presicent's prized national
service itatine was signed into law
with: the National and Commurin
Service Trust Act in September
1993, creaung 20.000 nauocnal
AmenCorps posivons and conscl:-
daung a number of other nauonal
service programs. AmenCorps. the
centerpiece program under the
act. gves Amencans 17 and olcer
Iming  supends.  educational
munes heaith insurance and child
care aliowances 1n exchange for
one 1o three vears of work in none
profit segmenis of communities

AmenCorps seeks to teach an
ethic of avic responsibility and
communin-buiiding while provid-
ing job expenence in educauon
pubiic safers. environment and
humarn services

“It's serace work, basicalh, w0
help communities  revitalize
AmenCorps 18 not out to bnng the
federal governments guidelines
and rulings down upon the people
- rather that communities have
scmething to sav and programs are
descloped through the wishes of
the people ™ said Liovd Withelm
facihutor for the Four Corners
AmenCorps members

Nine men and women with the
AmeriCorps rural development
program and three with Celorade-
Corps — 2 sate-designed, Amer:-
corprfunded serice learming pro-
gram for studenws on college cam-
puses — started work this fall and
winter. Three federal agencies and
Fort Lews College are sponsors for
the project in the Durango area

San Juan Resource Conservation
and Development. which provides
natural resource development assis-
wnce in rural areas. made one-vear
grant apphicauons which created
W Amencorps posivons.
= One was filled by environmenial
biclogst Agnes Suazo who provides
experuse to the Southern Lte In-
dian Tnbe. Her sk — Amencorps
language doesn’t include the word
Job since members don't recewe
pay from the community — 15 Lo in-
ventorv stock ranges on the South-
emn Lte Indian Resernvauon and
recommend repair and improve-
ment of fences, stock ponds, dams
and roads. Suazo, 35, represents
Americorps’ ideal of recruiting
qualfied people who want to re-
tum o areas hke those they grew
UP IN N an attempt to reverse whai
the government calls "brag dramn”
or exodus of creauve minds frem
rural areas. Suazo graduated from
Fort Lewws College in 1990 and per-
furmed seasona’ and other weri
for a nauonal forest in ldaho
bejore taking the Amenzorps pose
bon

By Stephanie Spear

Specal 10 the Herac I

ColoradoCorps tries w0 keep
higher educauon from getung s
head too far in the clouds

The program on Colorado'’s
college campuses which is a pan
of President Chinton's AmeriCorps
national service program seeks to
mave students from the heights of
academia and ground them in the
ver real work of community sen-
Ice

Fort Lewis College 1s one of 16
Colorado colleges or universiues
with ColoradoCorps

bers

wafori

time

tons with FLC'y Center”
% vice Leamning ‘he’:ﬂng’_
*director Kalin Grigg eversee about
B0, “megLo ",—rf.‘i_: wdent who
vo ‘4rea. &chools—and
sudet ol in intérhahips’
and other projecus that attempt to”
integrale ic serifce with stw-
dents’ educations.

Grau, 2 21 year-old senior, is°
also working on 4 project to
involve more students in service

2%

learning. Anderson 1s helping

organuze a conference to bring
together FLC socology graduates
W assess their educaton’s rele
vance o their expenence follow-

who started work this fall. Jennifer
Grau and Nicole Anderson will
continue their pari-ume posinons
in FLC's service learning program
through next vear. Beyvond that,
however. ColoradoCorps’ future is
uncertain. House speaker Newn
Gingrich as been quoted as saying
the AmeriCorps program is
“coerced voluntansm” and “gpim-
mickry.”

ate of FLC said one of Colerado-
Corps’ and service leaming's goals
is to “create a kind of experience
that 1s real to our dailv lives. The
idea is to stant teachung through
the expenence of learning hands-
on. Suddenly you have a relaton-
ship with the world.”

Anderson and Grau fill half-

Anderson, a 28year-old gradu-.

National and Communi

fy Service
Trust Act ‘which created 20,000° can *Git
5 and she is

AmeriCorps positions nationwide, -
where metribers work with ‘copr
_munity nonprofit entides in ex-

Going from the classroom to the town

receives its funding through the
Colorado Governor's Commission
on National and Community Ser-
vice, an entity created by Amen-
pe legislation 1o generate state

. Grigg is a mem-

cof that commussion which
gwarded the ColoradoCorps pro-
‘éﬁnﬂb Colorado Campus Com-
pact, a coalition of Colorado col-
leges and universities who sponsor
commuruty senice learning pro-

grams. :

“AmeriCorps 15 2 war (0 ke
your frstrations (with the educa-
tional system) and act,” said Jen-
nifer Grau, 21, who will graduate
'ﬁ_p;lnﬂ&lhhlpring. She recents

Ine mﬂg: college students
,inthe LULAC—Duran-
jue of United Latin Amer-
zeps—iuloring program

ified by the mutual
reaction of, €ollege students and

‘thange for a living stipend, educa"% 4" *There is ‘excitement on both

tional award money and olhcr:
benefis. Anderson and Grau will:-
receive a $4,050 supend for

hours over a

3 peried;
$2,375 10 apply toward education. |-

“What Clinton was wrying to do’

1ides” she said.

SAmeriCorps and therefore Col

éradoCorps faces challenges

- Grigg said federal guidelines tend
ﬁ!\?’ projects that tackle urgent

‘wban problems that have a duirect

was inspireian ethic of service and - physical impact, and human ser-
get people jnvolved in serving' wice results are often hard w quan-
communities,” Grigg said. + | s-gfgf - 3

Some AmeriCo jects re~, 52Ny guess is that (the program
ceive direct federal funding, as do : B)’ to be neutered,” Gngg

_nine other positions in the San®

lamented,~though Clinton has
yb!_'!&m Bght'for his program

You know what® It feels hke
home.” said Durango-rased Suazo
of working on the resenvauon
wheze her mother and other rela-
uves are buned

According to Ollie Powers
Americorps information and edu-
cauon specialst at San Juan RCAD
Suatu’s work will help bring the
tribe Cluser w seli-management of
their own land Their new conser-
vauen corps will implement the
upgrades this summer

Powers 15 another AmenCorps
member, prepar-

Juan  Basin. ColoradoCorpl_,’}
sible future logging
AmeriCorps member Dale

White walks the nearly 300 square
miles of Ute Mountain Ute Indian
Reservauon doing a natural re-
source inventory so the tibe can
develop a grazing management
plan. His educational award monev
1s earmarked to repav his student
loar from a recent masters pro-
gram where he earned a degree is

natural resources management
Shannon Manfredi and Amy
Callard were placed in the Region
Nine Economic

ing media reieas-
es about the pro-
gram. and San
Juan RC&D pre
jects Powers hasa
communications
degree but did
not work in her

éAmeriCorps has
given to me what
Durango has-not.? .
ke AR el
Tim Richard~ “Manfreai 21,

Development of-
fice and are deal-
ing with regional
transportatio-
aand

volunteer grew up in Igna-

field for 10 vears
while raising her
children

“This just has been reallv fun
I'm doing San Juan RC&D a service
and thev're doing me an even big-
ger one.” said Powers, 40. She and
the other AmenCorps members get
$6 65 an hour for working 1,700
hours dunng one vear and §4,725
to apph toward their educauon

Like Powers Mark Appleguust 15
an AmenCorps member in a ume
of transiuon  Applequist, 46. a
longume consirucuon worker with
a degree in forestrv was looking for
a change of career when his las
child wen te zollege He s sumen
ang 200000 ares of praate wood-
the Saz luan Bamn 1o
crewermme umbe: gquanuty for pos

¢io and graduat
ed from FLC in
1990 with a humaniues degree. She
is helping organize a spnng area
growth conference and recendy
wrote a grant for a Four Corners
sustainable foresury conference.
Her AmeriCorps position has
been an eye-opener, showing her
that “region nine has us hand in
evenvthing”™ and that she wants to
be in a community serice-onented
Job 1 think it fis,” she said
Callard moved back to Durango
after finshing her MBA degree in
May One of her projects is to help
update the Overall Economic De-
velopment Plan, an exhausuve
complilauon of data on the imme-
diate fivecounty region. Recently
she accompanied another Forest

growth

Serace-sponsored
member 1o that agenc’s region
meeung. an event she and Man-
fredi descnbe as brealung down
walls berween agencies

*I'm not sure the Forest Senice
would have done that before” sud
Callard

Todd Tucker. alung with Carla
Gamison and Tum Ruchard are For-
est Senicesponsored AmenCorps
members. Tucker is trhing to help
communities along the San Juan
Skvway develop a land manage-
ment plan along the 236-mile sce-
nic loop. Tucker, 28, returned 1
his home town of Durango in De-
cember after receiving a landscape
architecture degree ouwside the
area

Gammson and Richard are work-
ing with Forest Serace officials and
other groups on the revised San
Juan Nauonal Forest Plan Revision
argeted for compleuon in 199%

Garrison is gathenng economic
data that will impact decisions on
forest use, and Richard a sociolog:-
cal profile of communiues and
their values

“We act as a hiason berween com-
muniues and agencies,” said Garr-
son. who is working on a masters
degree in nawral resource man-
agement

Enthusiasm is a common theme
among the AmenCorps members

"AmenCorps has gnen 1o me
what Durango has not.” said Ruchi-
ard. who has struggled 1o Ine
Durange for 15 vears "l tru
lieve i an authenu: @
provide a ruh benelinin ses
communiues.”




Lcw..au'..\(c

T&,u»‘ul -

Program glves graduates experience

® AmeriCorps, a natlonal service
project launched by President
Clinton in September, has splashed
down in Douglas County’s wetlands.

By Iuc ANDLIBON
JoukNAL-WoRri D Whitie

As time was running out on
his seasonal job last summer,
Craig Johnson's next career
move was a frustrating uncer-
tainty.

“In our ficld, you've got to
have a job to get experience and
experience to get a job,” said
Johnson, a 24-ycar-old biologist
who graduated from Emporia
State University in 1993,

And although he was working
in his ficld at the Kansas Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Parks’
Melvern Wildlite Area, he said,
“What | was hearing was that
summer work didn’t really count
as experience.”

Today, he's getting that expe-
rience [ AmeriCorps, the $360
million national service program
launched by President Clinton
in September. Johnson is one of
four volunteers working in Dou-
plas County on a five- year pro-
ject to inventory the state’s wet-
lands and riparian areas, or
bhanks of waterways.

The volunteers, recent college

Cody Lind, Arlen Flax,

Rl Knon st v/ Jounna-Waori b Proro

Discussing aerial photos of the Douglas Counly terrain are, from left,

Kevin Feleay and Craig Johnson. The four, who work

out of the Natural Resources Conservation Service office in Lawrence, are
members of AmeriCorps, a federal program that allows students to work in
community service 1o repay college loans.

graduates with degrees in biolo-
gy and park resource manage-
ment, are charting county wel-
lands by studying au'rial(phu—
tographs and maps, plus making
on-site visits.

Kevin Feleay, a 25-year-old
Kansas State University graduate
in biology, was the first Ameri-
Corps volunteer to arrive in
Douglas County. Feleay, who
started working on the project in

October, has been joined by
Johnson, Arlen Flax, 24, and
Cody Lind, 30.

Each volunteer made a one-
year commitment to AmeriCorps
and has the option of serving a
seccond term. In return, each
receives a $12,000 stipend for
living expenses and a $4,275
educational award that can be
used for college, job training or
repayment of student loans.

The four, who are among
20,000 |J.lIllLI[)dlll'§ in Ameri-
Corps, are working in the federal
agriculture department’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service
office, 3010 Four Wheel Drive.

Douglas Gahn, NRCS district
conservationist, and project
members said the goal was not
to snatch productive land away
from farmers.

“The rule of thumb is that if
you can drive a tractor through
it, you can farm it,” Johnson
said. “You just can’t drain it.”

The riparian study, Gahn said,
will help local conservationists
protect and enhance banks of
walcrways.

Feleay said that in addition to
working on the inventory, vol-
unteers were involved in training
and community service work
like environmental education
programs for youths.

All the while, volunteers will
be gaining career footholds and
the opportunity to work on a
meaninglul project.

“Most of Kansas’ wetlands
have been drained,” Johnson
said. “It"d be nice to look back
and say you helped protect
what’s left. It'd also be nice to be
sitting in a big, cushy job and
look back and say this helped
you get there.”
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STARR McDANILES AND CHAD DENISON are working with Pittsfield Economic Developer
Robin Hendley to gather information on Pittsfield's downtown area. McDaniles is from Pearl
and Denison from Pittsfield.

They're parts of Americorps team

By DAN LONG

"Hopefully some of the things
I'll be learning I can take back to
Pearl and use it to stop the de-
cline there,” Starr McDaniles said
about her working as an Ameri-
corps volunteer,

McDaniles and Chad Denison
are two members of Americorps,
a group of volunteers employed

by the US Department of Agri-
culture.

Denison, from Pittsfield, and
McDaniles are working through
the Pittsfield economic develop-

ment office to collect data on

Pitisfield's downtown area.
Theyll collect information on
businesses, buildings, residences,
parking and other factors, accord-
ing to Robin Hendley, Pittsficld

economic developer.

The information will be used
to meet ADA requirements, ful-
fill Main Street designations for
application and other possible
projects.

"We need to know what the
data says and see what direction
it's pointing,” Hendley said.

It could point to a certain mar-
ket area not being met by current
businesses or a need for more
parking, or it might not, Hendley
said.

Denison and McDaniles will
work for 9-10 months on the data
-ollection project. They've al-
eady undergone some Lraining in-
Juding CPR and first aid {from
the Red Cross and team building
at WIU, according to Denison. :

At the end of the project, both
volunteers will receive scholar-
ships toward additional education
as well as experience.

"It's a volunteer position with a
living expense,” McDaniles said.

"You eam money and there's a
$4,725 scholarship toward (educa-
tion),"” Denison said. "It's a chance
to make contacts and gain experi-
ence.”

Both volunteers applied for the
program through Two Rivers
RC&D, the local sponsor of the
program.
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Hill getting benefits from AmenCorps program

By Pbilip Michacls
Staff Reporter

Iv wos anather 10-hour workday for crews along
Double Yiew Drive in Jdyllwild last week. Crews cut
down tees and clewed away hrush ta build a Juel break
prokecting nearby houses from any fire hazard. And
thongh thc work was tising, none of the young pcople
voluniecring their Wme wese complamning.

“A lot of them have meavoncd what 8 greal fechng
i 19 looksng at a compleled project aud saying “Hey, |
did this,"" said Aane Hoichkiss, a public affairs special-
ist with the San Bermasdino National Forest “it's really
a sowce of prde for them.”

The dozen or so young pouple wockiag an the fucl
bicak were part of the AnenCorps prograin, a natnal
service group geared oward wwcetimg unfuifilied necds in
COINMUAMLCS 2CT0SS the Coundry.

THE. NATIONAL AMERICORPS program was
wecated by the Nauonal and Community Service Trust
Act signed into law by President Byl Clinton in Scpiem-
bes 1993.

According lo Ms. Hotchkiss, the local AmenCorps
prograin, which works with the U.S. Forest Service oo
the San Bemardino National Forest, has 87 members

While differemt AmeniCorps programs across she
country scrve diticrent noeds, the bocal group is dedi-
cated 1oward performing environsnental projedts on pub-
lic lands, Ms. Hochkiss said.

For their year of service, AmeriCorps volunteers
receive a 34,725 educational award to further thew edu-
catan. And for those looking 10 pursuc a carcer in for-
cstry, Ms. MHoxchkiss sadd, the program prowvades them
with job-relaled saining and experience.

“JT'S NEAT FO see people omt here doing siuff for
the environmesl,” said Jackie O’ Brica, a supervisor for
AmenCorps’ Yucaipa crew.

Tim Paye, an AmeriCorps volunices from Beawnont,

Tim Pays. a volunieer with the AmeriCorps pro-
gram, thins some rees near Douhte View Drive to
bulida juel break. The national service program will
bae performing environmental and rehabliilation
projects on public iands In the San Bernaming
National Forest.

{Phoio by Philip Michaels)

sad he was drawn 10 the program because of the edu-
catianal award and the chance 1o work outdoors.

"It’s good exposure 10 forestry,” he said. “It’s a good
jub opponunity,”

Ms. O'Bnea said she found the AmenCorps volun
Lecrs 10 be expemely cithusiastc aboul their work

“HEY'RE JUST ALL willing 10 Icamn,” she added
“They're excited aboal being outside and working 1
ward their education.”

Lau week's work on the el hreak was one of i
first projects pedormed Jocally by AmenCorps crews
Howevcer, Ms. Howchkiss said, crews bave been busy
working on public lands throughout Scuthern Calitorma,
compleung post-fire rehabilitaion of the 12,000-acre
Devil Fire, renovating trails in the San Bemnarding and
Clcveland National Forests and rehabiliabug averused
recreation areas in the Foshua Tree Natiosal Park.

The work donc by Dosble View Dnve lasi weeh
strved a duet purposc tor the AmenCorps volunicens.
Ms. Hotchkiss said. In adduion 10 gelung wark dose on
the fucl beeak, the project also gave the valumilcers an
opportunily 10 receive Liaining oa how 10 Opelc saws

“We've been really kind of hampered on projects so
hrwu!ulanysawuamm, This will really open M up
for us,” Ms Hoichkiss sad.

LOCAL FOREST SERVICE of/icials arc entbus)
astic about the polemial of the AmenCorps program
Kathy Valeazuela, districi resoasce officer for the fosesi
sexvice's San Jacimo Ranger Diswicy, sawd she has al-
veady placed a number of requests for AmenCorps csews
1o work on local projects throughout the coming year

“My hope is they'tl be doing lots of work for us,”
Mas. Valcnzuela said,

For AmenCorps volumicess 10 work on a project, u
musl meel certain crileria, according 1o Ms. Hoichkiss.
The projoct shoutd have long-lerm benefits, demanstrate
cleay resolts and suengthen the susrounding community.

Mrs. Valenzucla said projecis she wontd like o sec
AmeriCorps volunicers work on locally include wee
thirning, some trec planting, clearing vegetation from
around trecs, irail :tbb-hunnn and restonng oearby
picnic areas.
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Service with a smile

AmeriCorps does survey in county

By Heary E. Green

(The following article is the first
in a series.) ) .

I's been callcd the domestic Peace
Corps.

It's a national service program fos-
tered by President Bill Chinton,and
it's called AmeriCorps.

And AmeriCorps has cowe lo
Abbeville County.

A Ncwberry-based team of this
new scrvice organization has been -

doing agrassland survey of Abbeville
County. _ o

Around the nation, AmcriCorps
has about 20,000 voluntcers, accord-
ing to team member Amy Ovarstreet

Members receive a living stipend
of $12,000, and they get an oduca-
tonal sipend of $4,500 afler com-
pleting 1700 hourts. '

This South Carolina rural devel-
opment ieam has a Larget area of nine
counties--Aiken, Edgefield,
Abbeville, McConnick, Saluda,
Newberry, Greenwood, Lexingion
and Lavrens.

The rural development team in-
cludes 10 members in Greenwood

and 10 in Newbcrry. i

The Newbcerry squad has received
some training from Mike Hall of the
Soil Conservation Service in 10 help
the members with (e grassland sur-
vey.
James Holland, the team leader,
notes thal although the main focus of
the survey is on grassland, it looks at
other things, too.

Another team member, Amy
Overstreet of Columbia, studied art
history and English at Wofford, where
she gradusted with a bachclor of arts.

* "I have a strong beliefin the value
of community service,” she said. "1

" hope this will prepare mc for two

years of service in the Peace Corps in
Alrica, where she plans to help out in
health and nutrition in the [vory Coast.

She's planning to leave for Africa
in the late summer of 1995.

James Holland, from Aiken, is
retired from the mililary and is the
team leader.

He likes the outdoors, and he
thought it was a good opportunity for
community service.

"Tve seen what the Peace Corps

has done,” he said.
And to Holland, AmcriCorps is
something of adomestic Peace Corps.
Other members of the team in-
clude Mary Roc, who is from

. Powdersville in Andecrson County.,

Roc lauds AmcniCorps as a good
cxercise in leadership training.

Angela Brinkley, mcanwhile, lives
in Columbia, and has a degree in
computer science from Shaw Uni-
versily, and is working now on a
degrec in aerospace engincering from
the Universtty of South Carolina.

She enjoys being outdoors, as does
Jay Henderson, who lives in Colum-
bia and worked with the Soil Conser-
vatian Service m Richland County
before joining the AmeriCorps tcam.

Thc reaction from Abbeville
County residents, Overstreetsaid, has
been mixed.

“Generally people welcomed us
here,” she said  "Mostly it's just
curiosity. Overall it's been a positive
expericnce.”

A city girl, she has leamed much
about life on the farm, and she has
been particularly impressed by the
self-sufficiency of farmcrs, and by
how hard they work.
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Program Employs Youths”
To Clean Up Wmdbreaks

Western Oklahoma will
the focus of a program to
preserve and renovate exisung
windbreaks in a program
through AmenCorps a nauon-
al service program employing
youth and helping conserve
nauonal resources across the
country.

An agreement has been
signed with the Oklahoma De
partment of Agnculture, the
State 301l Conservation Servic-
es, the State Conservauon Com-
mission and the Associauon for
Conservauon distncts to em-
ploy 20 vouth, 17 years of age
and older. 1o work on preserv-
ing the windbreaks most of
which were planted during the
Dustbow| era of the 1930s

Area coordinator of this pro-
gram will be Mark Rose, with
Great Plains Resource Conser-
vation and Deveiopment Asso-
ciauon (405) 5624882

His office currently is locat-
ed at Burns Flat but will be
moved to Sentinel by Oct L

Young men and women de-
siring to apply should contact
him 1n the near future. Forms
are available.

One or the focuses of the
program will be the first such
windbreak in the county
which was located in Greer
County.

A special ceremony involv-
ing this site is scheduled for
Fnday, Oct 21. Congressman
Frank Lucas has been invited
to parucipate in the program

The program is funded with
both public and pnvate sup-
- port
Rose notes that not all wind-

I

i K=

PRF.SERVP.\G WL\’DBREAKS Commissioner of
Agriculture Gary Sherrer, SCS State Conservationist

Jack Jones,

Oklahoma Conservation Commission

Director Mason Mungle, and Vice President of Okla-
homa Association of Conservation Districts A.E
Cranford of Sentinel sign an agreement to cooperate
on AmeriCorps. AmeriCorps is an environmental
program that will provide jobs and help conserve
natural resources in western Oklahoma.

breaks wiil be able to have
work done on them in the ore-
year life of this specific pro-
gram.

Any landowner who desires
work on a windbreak on his or
her property is urged to con-
tact Rose in the near future.

Rose notes that the interest
evidenced in this program will
determune whether this kand of
effort will contunue in the fu-
ture.

The agreement was signed in
Oklahoma City on August 3 by
Commussioner of Agriculture
Gary Sherrer; SCS State Conser-
vationist Jack Jones; Oklahoma
Conservation Commussion Di-
rector Mason Mungle; and Vice
President of Oklahoma Associ-
ation of Conservaton Districts
AE Cranford of Sentinel
Cranford is also district direc-
tor of the Northfork Conserva-
tion District, headquartered in
both Sayre and Sentinel

ML enmesE




AmeriCorps workers lend a hand to flood recovery

BY LARRY PERCE
Lincoin Journal

BROWNVILLE — Anyone joining
AmeriCorps, President Clinton's “do-
mestic Peace Corps,” must have com-
munity spirit and be willing to forgo
higher wages they might earn at an-
other job.

In return for their sacrifices, work-
ers can wipe out college debt or gain
money to return Lo college by helping
out nonprofit agencies and local gov-
ernments.

Workers must look beyond the lim-
ited financial benefits of AmeriCorps,
said Chuck Yearly of Lincoln, super-
visor of a crew working out of Tecum-
seh.

“We're here for the community, to
get involved,” Yearly said.

Workers wear black baseball caps
and gray T-shirts with a white A on a
black circle. The AmeriCorps motto
is “Getting things done.”

The Tecumseh crew will spend
mutolnsl.moworhng homclur

ing 1983 flood debris from flood con-
trol dams in Johnson, Otoe, Nemaha,
Richardson and Pawnee counties.
Work is directed out of the $oil Con-
servation Service office in Tecumseh
and is part of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s rural development pro-

gram.

AmeriCorps also has crews work-
ing In an anti-hunger, nutrition and
empowerment program.

Clinton announced AmeriCorps on
Sept. 12, and crews went to work a
week later. Yearly is accepting proj-
ect proposals for nonprofit and publi¢

projects in villages, cities and coun-
ties. i

“A Jot of these places don't bave
much money (for public work proj-
ects),” he said.

Last week, the Tecumseh crew
began scraping damaged paint from
the interior of the floating Meri-
wether Lewis Museurn. Last year’s
floods nearly swept the old river

Please see AMERICORPS on page 5

a leaky roof and fiooding in 1993.

LARRY PERCEAUNCOLN JOURNAL
Eric Bartels of Tecumseh scrapes paint from the ceiling of the Meri-

wether Lewis Museum in Brownville. Bartels and three other Ameri-
. Corps workers are repairing damage done to the old dredging boat by

‘. iCorps/Workers help communities and themselves

Continued from page 1

dredge away. The interior paint was
damaged when the roof leaked. Heat
and humidity caused more damage.

The crew will scrape and then re-
paint the ceiling and walls for the
nonprofit Meriwether Lewis Founda-
tion. A private contractor installed a
new roof this summer.

Yearly, who has a master's degree
in rural and community planning, was
a community planner in Carroll,
lowa, before his job was phased out.
He had been out of work for months.
AmeriCorps will help him pay off his
graduate school debt and gain cxperi-
¢nce as a supervisor.

Eric Bartels of Tecumseh, a con-
struction worker and the father of
two children, said he wants to go to a

two-year college without borrowing.

money.

Theresa and Emily Sherman, two
sisters from Tecumseh, said they will
pay off student loans they incurred
while attending Platte Community

College in Columbus and Peru State
College.

“It takes care of all of mine, thank
God,” Emily Sherman said, sc raping
paint from the ceiling of the old river
dredge.

The sisters, 20-year-old identical
twins, plan to go back to school after
a year.

AmeriCorps, a $360 million pro-
gram, pays 20,000 Americans to work
in four areas: education, health and
human needs, the environment and
public safety. If extended by Con-
gress, the program could spend $15
billion over three years to pay for
100,000 workers.

Anyone older than 17, including
high school dropouts and people with
graduate degrees, can apply for the
program.

AmeriCorps _ supervisors make
$6.35 an hour pb dit toward
money for educat rkers earn
$4.35 an hour plus sc. .ioney.

When tha aduratinnal vasiab e ia

added in, workers earn about $12,000 a
year plus paid medical benefits.
AmeriCorps workers are not consid-
ered federal workers and are not eli-
gible for unemployment. They must
work the enure year to receive
educational benefits, and are limited
to two years in the program.

Yearly said the Tecumseh crew
and crews in Lincoln, Omaha and
Norfolk soon will each add another
worker.

In Lincoln, recruiting is under way
for 23 voluntecrs to work with nine
community action agencies in Ne-
braska, said Lorrie Benson, director
of Community Action of Nebraska
Inc.

Benson will oversee a program
aimed at reducing violence among
youths 10 to 15 years old. For informa-
tion, call Benson at (402) 471-3714.

For information about other
AmeriCorps opportunities, call 1-800-
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AmeriCorps volunteers
lend a hand in Midlands

By MICHELLE R. DAVIS
and KAY GORDON
Staff Writers

Amy Oversireet, 22, gradualed from
college and had no idea whal to do wilh
her life. James Holland, 54, a retired U.S.
Army major, was teaching life science at
an alternative school unlil it closed.

Both opted 1o join the ranks of Amerli-
Corps — President Clinton’s pet project
that he has dubbed the domeslic Peace
Corps. '

1S PROGRAM WORTH PRICET B6

Oversireet and Holland are part of a

five-member tenm working in South Caroz

lind on rural development projects unde.v

"pend and an eduocational grant, Ameri-

. This week, two teams spent
time in Richland and Lexington countles
improving dry fire hydrants and inspect-
ing dams,

Several South Carolina groups fall un-
der the AmeriCorps umbrella, including
City Year and the National Civilian Con-
servation Corps. In return for a living sti-

Corps members work om community
projects. The 11-month program began in
September,

“QOur efforl is to reach out to rural
communilies where county governments
do not have staff for some projects,” said
Jim Wilson, AmeriCorps coordinator and
district conservaetionist in Columbia.

Among other tasks, groups have analyzed
water samples, done grassland surveys'™

and mapped roads for 311 systems.

The rural-development AmeriCorps
project is sponsored by the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service under the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. State-
wide, four five-member teams are based

pEnse see AMERICORPS palc B6



DALLY NEWS
MIDDLESBORO,
NOVEMBER 11,

KENTUCKY
1994

Americorp
volunteer
comes to

Bell County

Nine Americorp members
recently began their service in
Kentucky's Appalachian Region
after being sworn in at the
Farmer's Home Administration
(FmHA) swate office in Lexington.

Thomas G. Fern, state FmHA
director, conducted the ceremony
and challenged the members to
“become leaders in the community
which they will be working.”

The nine members attended a
two day orientation/training ses-
sion in London, and have now

' reported o their respective com-
munities o begin work.

The participants in the
Kentucky Appalachian Region will
facilitate community strategic plan-
ning and assist in implementing
programs to improve or develop
nceded community facilities. Team

vt 1 1 ' Wl

~udy

A
;,/

Americorp volunteeer Laura Duncan will be working in Middlesboro. Pictured are FmHa State Director
Thomas G. Fern, Duncan, Bell County Chamber of Commerce Director Gale Edwards, and Americorp

Coordinator Louis Elliott.

members will also engage in out-

reach activilics (o assist economi-

cally and socially disadvantaged
citizens in rural areas in accessing
FmHA grant and loan programs.

Site locations for the Kentucky
Appalachian Region include
Middlesboro, Barbourville (2),
Hazard, Prestonsburg (2), London
(2), and Somersct. The Americorp

team member working in
Middlesboro will be Laura
Duncan, who will be working oul
of the Bell County Chamber of
Commerce.
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AmeriCorps is launched

Nebraskastudents
will participate in
Service program

By Angle Goettsch
Siall Reporier

President Clinton's service corps of
college students soon will be marching
into Nebraska.

In Ncbraska, 20 college students will
serve in AmeniCorps, sand Craig
Derickson, Nebraska’s dircctor of
Amcri(?oas).

AmcriComps, which kicks olT today
nationwide, is President Clinton's na-
tional service program that will offer
students academic scholarships in ex-

change forcommunity service. Through ©

the programi, students can help solve -
local problems while ;.Lllmg Icadcrshlp
and service opportunitics.’

Ncbraska’s Soil Conservation Ser-
vice will work with the U.S. Depant- |
mentofl Agricultute (o fill the Nebreska -
posilions. Ii‘nﬂ: people will be Working’
al ofTices in Norlolk, meln Omaha
and Tecumseh, — * 0 FnkT i

Derickson said parllmpan[‘: wuuld
cam a living stipend of $7,660, dnd
supervisorswouldreceive $12,000. They

crof$4,725 when they completed 1.812 !
hoursofservice. The educational vouch- -
crmay be used (o pay for college loans
or tuilion, N

This summer, organizers havc been
gearing up for the project around the

Page6
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“country. bludumhadlonpplympamc- y

ipale in [hc Amt,nCmpq pmgram by
Sept. 2.

D(.nckwn said many Unwcmly of
. Ncbraska- Luu.ulnsludcuts hadscnthim
applnalmm v, T

'~ No specilic uhhﬁ&uom were re-

qdm:d to-apply” forfAmeriCotps, he

said, ulhcrlhananlmhginlc{cst{uwulk:
macommunillvmmitcpm ramandon’
prajeély . Siie’ 5Upcrv1~.

enviromincnla
SOFS are rcquucd 10°'be- coilcj_.e gradu-

alcs. Olhcrgacmoc pqmclpanls mustbe .
als.ownuldrctcwcalmlucalmnalvbuch-f collt.gc bound:.

}Aﬁp‘kﬂb Es -\ F‘r «
. John Beacon,

gram would giye pcople who normall y
couldn’t alTonI It the; cl]aﬁcc ) go (o
‘college. TG RARY

" Bul, he wd "j'l \:|Ifbcal lcasl oo -

I ki

UNLdlfcclom schol-
a"‘h'ﬂ\ and ﬁnancial ald;"said the pro-

o€ Nebraska

naf10nw1deﬁ

ycar bcfurc anyonc will be able to gcl a
vouchcr g

“Beacon said: *Under (his scenario,
you arc a scrvanl for some ycars before
youcan usc thatmoncy toward college.

* but studcnls wlll nol |ldw.. loan dqn.n—

dencics.”
I)ulck\un \ald the Corporation for

-National Scrvice adminisicred the na-

tional program..Slalc commissions
sponsor 300 programs across the coun-
try, and federal agencics also sponsor
somne projecls,

Derickson said AmeriCorps pro-,
grams that were linked with the U.S.
Dt.parlmenk ol Agricullurc. like Nc-
braska's program, would help solve
cnvironmenlal problems.

- See AMERICORPS on 6

--AmeriCorps :

; vy i

Dcru:k\on said he expected 20 000

_ Gontinued from Page 1.

“Thcir will be working as a lcam o
provide local colnmunities support for
flood relicl, water quality protcclion,
natural resource prolection, complele
rchabilitation and maintenance on rec-
rcation arcas, and cnvironmental and
ccosysicm managemenl cducation,”
Derickson said.

“We want to work with the commu-
nity and provide information on how o
protect the cnvironment,”™ Dcmksun
said.

: kpcculal ion that this program will con::

students to participale in AmeriComs.; |
nationwide by the year's end.

He also expecled thc prugram lobe’
a lasting one: 5

“Because this nahunal service pro-
gram gives students opportunitics (o
help meel cducational needs, | have

tinue,” Derickson said,

‘Beaconsaid AmeriCorps was a pood
opportunity for college students, but it
would be bcucr |l' morc sltuk.nls couldi
getinvolved, v
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AmeriCorps no boondoggle in Be Falls

of the Mail Tribune

BUTTE FALLS — Risa Hueller has a
challenge for those in Congress contem-
plaling cutting the budget for Ameri-
Corps.

“They should come out and work with
us and sce how hard we work,” said Lhe
AmeriCorps member. “If they think what
we're doing is stupid, (hen they dont
know what's going on.”

Congressional leaders, vowing (o reduce
federal spending, have questioned the
merits of the $580 million in funding for
the 20,000-mcmber national service corps.
President Clinton, who louted the pro-
gram in his state-of-the-union address last
month, wants 1o expand the program.

Under the program, participanis re-
ceive $7,660 in living allowance during
their 10-month tour, and a $4.725 educa-
tional voucher to be used for college or
trade-school tuition.

Since joining AmeriCorps last fall,
Huetter, 18, of Ashland, and Lhe other
members based at the Rogue River Na-
tivnal Forest have been cutling trails,
planting (rees, bullding erosion control
projects, cleaning up after forest fires and
wurking on various construction projects.

In the local community hall, built 40

years 8go, AmeniCorps members are re-
storing the interior and adding a long
avwning over the entrance.

Over at the county branch library build-
ing, they have started building a storage
shed. Plans also call for buikling an exten-
sion on Lhe local fire hall. And they are
rehabilitating restrooins in the ncarby
park.

Those projects are heing financed by a
SUEL000 grat received Ly DBwtle 1Palls
through the Northwest Economic Adjust-
ment Initiative for timber-dependent
communities. Prospect has received a sim-
ilar grami.

Hueller, who was working on a ranch in
Colarado before joining AmeniCorps, says
the program allows young people to learn
wurk skills and carn imoney lor educalion.

"I've learncd a lot of patience,” she said,
noting she intends 1o go Lo college upon
vompleting the program. 1 plan Lo go into
architeclure. I ike doing construction. It's
freat (o learm how things are pul to-
ucther.”

Sedunieer supervisor Wil Tucker, 65,
former town maeshal ol Batte Falls, ikes

PrLo

r"fﬁT.' .* ’

the way the prograin hus come together

“We're gelting repairs that have been
badly needed G years,”™ Vucker said. “I
honestly believe its as good a program as
you're pgoing to get to help a communily
like this. ‘I'here is no other way 1 can think
of that this kind of work would get done.

“And they are greal workers,” le
added. “As soon as they know whal you
wanl, Lhey get right to il."

Tim Dodge, 21, of Coltage Grouve, spent
three years studying environmental
science it Oregon State Universily belore
joining AmeniCorps

“*'robably one of the 1#
do nowsindnys 1s Lo et a

st things 1o

sehit out ol

' >

Cisco Villastrivo, 19, works on the Bulte Falls community center

college,” he sand. "'l wanted to gel some
work cxperience before completing my
degree.”

Dodge also wants doubters Lo visit an
AmenCorps work site

“The best way Lo know what's going on
is 10 get oul here,” he said. “IU's hard to
put down on paper what were gelling
from this program. Were earning what
we're getting.”

Cisea Villastrive, 19, ol Woadburn.
agreed.

“11 keeps me out of trouble.” he said of
the program. “"And ['m learning new stuif
al the ume”

Before jonmg AmeniCorps. he workea

Mall Tribune / Steve Jof
in an AmeriCorps project,

in a gluss lactory,

“1 want to o back te sehoul.” he
“U'he only reason I'm not goltig (o s
now was Lhat I didnt have the in
This program is really helping i

Laurel Alexanian, 20, of Spokaii
wits paunting a room onsude i b
working in fast-lood reswaue,nl
months ago.

“I wanted to do sometlung tha
more of a purpose,” she said, addui
she 1s interested in pursuyg a cag
wikllife biology ur conservalion.

=l hke learning the differenl 1
work. " she sawvl adding, *TUH ook 5«
my resiune. b
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Americorp

Pictured from left are FmHA State Director, Thomas G. Fern; Lara May,
Americorp participant; Rebecca Estep, Americorp participant; Kevin
Antle, FmHA County Supevisor; and Louis Elliott, Americorp coordina-
tor. May and Estep willbe working out of the Prestonsburg FmHA county
office. 1

—

o

FMHA/RDA Ameleé_drp members .
startservicein Appalachian Kentucky

Nine Americorp members recently
began their service in Kentucky's
Appalachian Region after being
sworn in at the Farmers Home Ad-
ministrauon (FmHA) State Office in

Lexington.

Thomas G. Fermn, state director,
Farmers Home Administration, con-
ducted the ceremony and challenged
the members to “become leaders in

- -the community in which they would

be working.”

The members attended a two-day
orienlation training meeting in Lon-
don, and now have reported to their
respective communities to begin their
service.

The nine participants in the Ken-
tucky Appalachian Region will fa-
cilitate community strategic planning
and assist in implementing programs
to improve or develop needed com-
munity facilities. Team members will
also engage in outreach activities o
assist economically and socially dis-
advantaged citizens in rural areas in
accessing FmHA grant and loan pro-
grams.

Site locriions for the Kentucky
Appalachian Region will be as fol-
lows: Barbourville, Hazard, Prestons-
burg, Micdiesboro, London and
Somersat,
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London, KY

Local Americorp workers enjoy program

Their work began last October,
Four months later, Laurel Coun-
ty's three AmeriCorps workers
not only are happy to be partici-
pating in President Clinton’s
effort to involve young people in
community service, but are confi-
dent that they’re making signifi-
cant contributions in their com-
munities.

Michelle Humfleet has been
working with the Cumberland
Valley Community Development
District since October in various
cagacit.ies.

he said her experience thus
far in the program has been very
educational. “I've met so many
eople. It’s wonderful...I've
earned so much in just a few
months that I didn’t learn in a
whole year in college.” And what
she learned was not from a book,
said Humfleet, but *hands on.”

One of the projects Humfleet
has been working on is the com-
pletion of a proposal which if suc-
cessful, would provide money for
construction of a woodcrafts
showroom to be located in Lon-
don off of 1.75.

She has contacted over 20
small, wood-related businesses in
the eight county area of the
CVADD, gauging their support.
The showroom, which would
serve as sort of an outlet mall for
local woodcrafts businesses to
rent space to display and sell
their poods, would allow these
businesses to take advantage of
the heavy traffic flow from 1-75
without requiring motorists to
drive several miles out of their
way.

Humfleet has also worked in
address verification for local 911
services and has helped the
Department of Social Services in

Family Preservation research.
Tina King, of East Bernstadt,
says her participation in Ameri-
Corps has not only been an edu-
cational experience, but also a
motivational one as well. iy
King is working with the Rural
Economic Community Develop- |
ment (formerly FmHA), assisting !

low income and elderly residents ‘

with home repairs.

In her four months, King said
she has gained a new under-
standing of poverty in Laurel and .
surrounding counties. She said
she was never aware that there
were so many homes in the area
without proper heating, plumbing
or that were suffering from other
problems.

Her efforts include trying to get
funding and organizing different
agencies to see that people living
in subpar conditions get the help
they need.

“I love what I'm doing,” said
King, who is also a student at
Eastern Kentucky University
where she is pursuing a degree in
education. In fact, King 1s cur-
rently trying to organize local
contractors and church organiza-
tions in an effort to help even
more families in need of home
repair.

John Mills, a graduate of UK,"*
is working with Kentucky High-
lands Corporation in conjunction
with research into alternative
crops. Mills has talked to area
county agriculture extension
agents and faculty at the UK Col-
lege of Agriculture about such
crops.

He said the program has given
him “invaluable experience with
economic and community devel-
opment.”

Humfleet, King and Mills all

.mous in
the program has come under

t

have high praise for the program,
but suc \Braise, is not so unani-
ashington D.C. where

some fire recently.

Some members of Congress
have criticized the program for
being too costly and claim that
:me services are being duplicat-

"David Gibson, the AmeriCorps
Program Director for Rural Eco-
nomic Community Development

defends the program, insisting
that government agencies are
getting good, quality labor for rel-
atively cheap wages.

Under the AmeriCorps pro-
gram, young adults are paid a
stipend of $12,000 for working
1800 hours in a twelve month
period. They can also take advan-
tage of education tuition assis-
tance of up to $4,725 per year
and interest on existing student

od 1 L R

PROJECT REVIEW — Kenneth Arterburn, Dis. Director of RE
left, Tina King, Americorp worker, and David Gibson, Americorps
project director for RECD, looks over a project King Is Involved in.
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| Couldn’t Ask for More Than Th|s

WHAT'S AMERICORPS?-
September 6, 1994—I found out about
the AmeriCorps pesition over the
answering machine. A dear professor
of mine at my university tock the time
to call me over the summer and inform
me of positions with the Natrual
Resources Conservation Service. |
decided to Icok into the position
because | had just recently finished a
class in soil science which | enjoyed
thoroughly. This seemed like the
perfect opportunity to explore my
interest in soil science.

| first talked to Richard King in
Santa Resa, who explained that the
positions were available as a part of a
nationwide program entitled
AmeriCorps. Mr. King also explained
the various positions and their objec-
tives. The opportunity seemed like a
perfect step in the right direction. | was
searching for a program within the
Unitec States that was aimed at
~ommunity service through envircn-
nenta! acticn. This job was ideal.

t this time | left on my vacation
in Mexico for two weeks. Anxious
about my appiication, | called my
mother to check up on my
status. | was disturbed to
find that | was never
called back for an
interview. When |
returned to the
United States, |
decided tc call
and ask about
any weak-
nesses that |
may have had
on my applica-
tion. It was
explained that
NRCS was unable
to contact me because of
conflicting information on my
date of arrival. | was ecstatic to find
~ut that they were willing to take the

1e to interview me the very next day.

| walked intc the interview 2 bit
nervous as expected and hoped for

by Nancy Scolari, Americorp Member, Petaluma FO

the best. | came out of the interview
feeling | had just accomplished a great
task. Now | just had to wait one more
time.

| received a call the very next
day! The Petaluma Field Office
wanted an interview with me once
again. | went into their office that very
day and met Lisa Shanks, the District
Conservationist. After meeting with the
Petaluma office | decided that this was
definitely where | wanted to work. |
was very pleased with the work
atmcsphere of the whole office and
the employees were very personable.

A few days later | was informed
that | was selected as an AmeriCorps
member. | was overwhelmed with
excitement at the chance of finally
starting my career and at the same
time functioning as a vital part of my
community. | couldn't ask for more
than this. So far the experience has
been wonderful. The people of the
community have been very kind. |
have spent all day meeting with
people of different agencies and the
experience is overwheiming. | certainly

hope that other AmeriCorps members
are as satisfied as | am.

THE FIRST
WEEK—September
9, 1994—This
week was
certainly

overwhelm-

ing! So far |
have attended
=) b two RCD
meetings. Both
of them were of
various confusion
levels. The most
confusing was on the
very first day. The
Southern Sonoma County
Resource Conservation District held a
meeting in which a variety of acro-
nyms were present—RCD, SCS, EPA,
BCDC, etc. It was very difficult to get
{he gist cf the meeting unless you
were familiar with the different agen-

cies. The next meeting | attended was
for the Mann RCD. This meeting made
a lot more sense. | think it was be-
cause | finally started catching on to
the terms.

The most heated topic of interest
seems to be affiliated with levee
permits. There are a number of permit
fees that landowners are required to
pay to a number of agencies. The cost
all adds up quickly and landowners
are quite peeved. It didn't go over too

well when BCDC proclaimed that there

was an outstanding fee of $.10 per
cubic yard (totaling $5200) that was to
be required. Things heated up fast.

GRAND TOUR—September 23,
1994—| accompanied Charlette
Epifanio when we went to check out
an As-Built at “T's" dairy. The whole
process was pretty fascinating. It's
amazing how much more one can see
once you've been enlightened.
Charlette pointed out many things that
| would have completely passec up
and would have never seen in my life.
On the job it seems like one really
needs to train the eye to find what
you're looking fer. After we went
through the As-Built, | was atle to see
the dairy in a whole different light. |
began to see the drainage prcblems
associated with the dairy. It was
amazing that Mr. “T" went thrcugh all
the trouble of putting in the drainage
system and didn't really complete it.
He guttered all of his structures just so
that ultimately the water would run
right over manure.

The next day | went out with Paul
Sheffer on his grand tour of Petaluma
and Sonoma Valley. This was a great
learning experience. He is a very
knowledgeable person. One day |
would love to spit out information like
he does. We were able to see a
couple of vineyards and levees. On
this cay | decided that my job wasn't
really a job. It seems like I'm on an
extended vacation tcuring Sonoma
and Marin counties. 4
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Phase

one of the finalists. | was very happy,
but started to worry as soon as | hung
up the phone. What does finalist
mean? Another interview? God, | hope
not. At this time | wanted to find out
more of what the job entails. What will
| be enlisted for the next year of my
life? Will | personally get enough out of
it, to take a pay cut by more then half?

AMERICORPS MEMBERSHIP-
—September 29, 1994—Lisa Shanks
called to let me know | had been
officially accepted. She also wanted to
know if | could start on the 6th if she
got approval. | said, “sure.” Now | was
excited for the job, and began looking
forward to a new phase in my life. New
phases are always exciting and they
don't come all that often. Today, I'm

THE FIRST DAY—September 6,
1994—THE FIRST DAY, YEAH!!!!
SSCRCD, MCRCD, SCS, BCDC,

- i 1 5 .

A New Phase in My Life

Petaluma FO
THE APPLICATION—August 1,

by Mike Jensen, Americorp Member,
1994—I'm down in San Luis Obispo,

celebrating my 25th birthday with friends
from Cal Poly. | called home to talk to my
family and my father tells me about a
couple of jobs that have just been

|

while working as a carpenter for a couple |
THE INTERVIEW—August 22,

1994—Dressed in a tie, sports coat and

slacks, | arrived to the interview 10

short and drove back up to Petaluma in

job was August 3rd. So | cut my vacaticn |
the morning.

advertised. | had been scoping the
newspaper looking for a job related te
my degree in landscape architecture
of contractors in Soncma County. My
father informs me of the AmeriCorps
position looking for college graduates
with environmental degrees. The dead-
line for applications for the AmeriCorps

EPA, ASCS, USDA, AQ, MALT,
CARCD, SFEP, NOAA, LAFCO,
SFRWQCB, HELPME, ETC... Let us
just say it was a crazy first day for
memorizing names, agencies, and
jurisdictions. Though it was a little
confusing, it was very interesting to sit
in on the Southern Sonoma Resource
Conservation District meeting. For the
first time | was exposed to all the
issues and key players in the North
Bay. | met a lot of people, and did my
best to record as many names as
possible. | survived THE FIRST DAY,
YEAH!!!! And | even had fun.

PIECES MAKING SENSE—
September 8, 1994—Today we drove
out to Point Reyes Station to attend
the Marin RCD meeting. The pieces
really started to fall together tcday. For
the first time | really started to under-
stand how the NRCS works with the
RCD's and the landowners in the
region. The North Bay Initiative started

Well, | guess I'm not getting this
job, | thought. My dad must have taken

ink the interview was sgheduled?” Lisa |
the wreng time down or something. It

that nervous...but | was curicus about

how technical their interview guestions
vould be. “So, Mike? What time did you

knowing that | wouldn't have a chance

kind of relaxed me for the interview
anymore. The ques

right?” | reply. “WRONG!!!" (The inter-

Shanks asked. “I'm ten minutes early,
view was scheduled for 8:15 a.m.)

minutes early at 8:35 a.m. | wasn't all

ions started out

*
[t

to make sense and | could see how all
the jurisdiction were trying to open up
communication with one another.
There is a great importance for the
agencies to know what the others are
up to, if anything good for the region is
going to happen.

KICK OFF!!!—September 12,
1994—Today we went down to San
Francisco with the other four
AmeriCorps members from Santa
Rosa and Ukiah. The AmeriCorps
program was referred to as the Peace
Corps for the United States. The
Mayor of San Francisco, Frank
Jordan, spoke along with Dusty Baker,
Manager of the S.F. Giants and many
others. | really did not understand the
full scope of the AmeriCorps program
betore. Today over 20,000
AmeriCorps volunteers were sworn in
by President Clinton and in three
years time there will be over 100,000
in the U.S.#

survived. No worries anyway. They hate |
me, I'm late. By far not a gcod interview |

talk to an irate farmer?” she asked. Now
)y my standards.

about personal history and did not seem |
that bad. The questicns got harder as
the interview went on because they
would shift gears on you so fast. Next,
the questions got really hard and were
asked by some kind of doctor or shrink
named Charlette Epifanio. | figured she
must have been CIA or something. Well
not quite that extreme. “How would you
these questions were getting very
hypothetical and | figured there must
have teen some kind of grading key. |

A FINALIST—Septemier 26,
1994—To my surprise found out | was

See page 13 Phase
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Clinton’s Forest Plan
aids local tlmberq,towns

Prospect, Butte Falls_ will get money for CIVIC rolects

‘l( - , *l p ‘\‘ E
By PAUL FATTIG '(they) intend to contribute theu' time, labor ef-

* fort and materials-to bring this about.”

In Prospect, the money will be used to install
lighting and covered bleachers at the high school
-and community field, renovate Lions Park, ¢om- :
‘plete the arboretum and. construct and mstall i

v vimwrsétvim:sixns along Highway 62. - -
s Most‘of,the labor for the projects will be sup-
p e:l‘l_1 gg the Rokghe th:e;eg;twna! Fo;esl s
rps workers, w training Tues-
d.a_v M:cordi.ng to forest ipokesman Tom Dev.
. TleMvdaN ian.-'-. i =
. Most’of i.he 40 pu“ticzpants in the Io-monlh
local national service hail from south-
ern Oregon: Participants receive up to $7,500 per
year in pay plus an educational daward of $4,725
at the end of the year to-go towdrd college ex-
.penses or .to pay off school loans, "
+4.During their tour, the coed group, ages 17 to
- 24, will be housed in separate barracks in the old
* Star Gulch facility in the Applegate Ranger Dis-
-pqéyean, Jackson County had leased
. the sife e as a juvenile offender facility.
“Llost of these projects are labor intensive,"

see GHAHTS Page 3A

of the Mail Tribune ’. 4

Butte Falls and Prospect are about to get ma-
jor facelifts, thanks to two $100,000 grants
awarded lhrougb the Northwest Econor:mc Ad-
justment Initiative. .

The money, pdrt of President Clinton's Forest
Plan to help provide economic stability to north-
west timber-based communities, will enable the
communities to launch projects identified by
community-originatéd strategic plans. |

“We will be able to upgrade the existing facili-
ties that are badly in need of repair, and to build
a much needed addition to our fire hall,” ex-
plained Tacey Hoban, a member of the Butte
Falls town council and the Butte Fails Economic
Development Commission. i

Other projects include comrnumty hall renova-
tion, restoration of park rest rooms, reroofing -
the library and making it handlcapped accessi-
ble, buildin
sidewalks
perimeter.

“The townspeople are very enthusiastic about*

repa.lnng fences around the town -

the projects planned,” Hoban said, adding, “and

ga'a library/museum_storage £Qom,: trict..In

L B

ar ¥
;h‘." .

.

]

dam s

Grants

from Page 1A

Dew said of the Butte Falls and
Prospect projects. “They'll start
doing those this winter."”

This marks the --* time the
Forest Service has melded the
new AmeriCorps program with its
rural community assistance pro-
gram, Dew observed.

“We're real excited about it,” he
said. “We're getting a real wide
range of kids in the program.
Some have had some college or
are college graduates. But we also

have those who haven't completed
high school. It's a neat idea to mix
those groups.” i

The young people will learn
career skills while doing tasks
ranging from trail maintenance to '
construction projects. 3

Besides the Forest Service, en- '
tities helping in Butte Falls and
Prospect include Pacific Power,
Burrill Lumber Co., Prospect
schools, Lions and Lioness Clubs,
Prospect Community Improve-
ment Association, Boise Cascade
Corp. and Jackson County



ESTABLISHING TREE WINDBREAKS

FOR YOUR PROPERTY

| 0044000008 © AMAAGAMAAS

Natural Resources Conservation Service
! AmeriCorps

i i Vallev R . o '
Janitiary 1995 In cooperation with the Antelope Valley Resource Conservation District |

AmeriCorps In
Antelope Acres

We would like to introduce ourselves as
AmeriCorps members, Phillip Sam, Sandy
Haynes. and April Jurgen, working with the
Natural Resources Conservation Service (for-
merly the Soil Conservation Service ) and
Ye Antelope Valley Resource Conservation District. The
ameriCorps program is President Clinton's program to lift
up America through national service. This program is simi-
lar to a domestic Peace Corp in which AmeriCorps members
work closely with the neighborhood and community.

One of our projects. as AmeriCorps members, is to promote
the planting of tree windbreaks for Antelope Acres residents.
As vou are probably aware, in 1992, the Soil Conservation
Service, with the help of many local agencies, worked to-
gether to revegetate about 2,500 acres of windblown lands
in and around the Antelope Acres. We feel that for us to stop
at this point would mean that the residents and their proper-
ties are still at "high risk". There are still many acres of
unvegetated barren lands and the potential for future droughts
exists, which may create additional dust sources.

Currently we are putting together a brochure on tree wind-

breaks to inform residents on the benefits of having a wind-

break. The AmeriCorps staff can provide assistance with

site preparation. tree selection and irrigation design. We

can also provide hands on assistance with planting trees and

setting up the irrigation. One way to reach out to local resi-
'nts is through the Antelope Acres community Center and
e Towa Council.

For more information. please contact Sandy Haynes or Phillip
Sam at the Nazwral Resources Conservation Service.
Lancaster Field Qffice. (803) 943-2604.

Benefits Of Having A

Windbreak |
22\

Q

Q

Prevent soil erosion
Reduce noise and dust

Lowers cost of home heating
and cooling

Moderate summer eat and
wind &

Provide shade oy
Attract birds and wildlife

Protection of homes, crops, and
animals

Increases property value



EATON CANYON
RECOVERY ALLIANCE
Affiliated with COMMUNITY PARTNERS

OES Community Liaison Office
3746 Foothill Boulevard
Pasadena, California 91107

ECRA UPDATE PAGE 8

PLAN A “SAFETY WALK"™
IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

On December 3, 1994, AmeriCorps members, Phillip Sam and
Sandy Haynes, participated in a neighborhood “sandbag walk™
along with Virginia Kimball from the OES Community Liaison Office,
Mike Bohlander from L.A. County Public Works, Stephenie
Frederick from Mount Wilson Toll Road Homeowners' Association,
and local residents, Sandy Rice and Shirley White from the
Woodglen area.

The areas covered were along Pinecrest, Crescent, Bowring,
Skyview, Woodglen, and Winterhaven. We visited residents who

eived sandbag mitigation measures last year after the Altadena/

neloa Fire. We informed résidents about the potential danger
of debris and mud flows from the hillsides. We also provided
information about sandbag distribution locations, pipe and timber
deflector wall cost estimates, a new county policy to waive building
permit fees on retaining walls, and a standard design specification
sheet on retaining walls.

The response from most residents was very favorable; people
seemed to appreciate our visit and the information we made
available. Many residents have taken measures and installed new
sandbags, pipe and timber deflectors, or retaining walls. On the
other hand, some residents did not feel there was much risk since
the area avoided major problems last year. There was
misinformation about who is responsible for the sandbags, about
storm drains being able to handle whatever comes down, and
about K-rails being able to hold everything behind them. Stephenie
made note of these issues and will bring them up at the next Mt.
Wilson Toll Road Association meeting Thursday, Jan. 12, 7:00 p.m.
atthe OES Community Liaison Office, to better inform and educate
the local residents.

Overall, the neighborhood sancbag walk was quite successful in

informing local residents about the need to take safety precautions.

As AmeriCorps members, we would like to contribute our time to

work closely with the neighborhood and the community. We would

like to offer our services to other homeowner associations or

individual residents who would like to arrange similar neighborhood
ibag walks for their area.

4rrange a date, please contact Phillip Sarn or Sandy Haynes at
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (formerly Soil
Conservation Service), Lancaster Field Office, (805) 945-2604; or
fax {{B0S) 942-5503. Tw abtain a copy of the information given to

residents, please cail the OES Community Liaison Office, (818)
304-78a0,

ECRA

COMMITTEES
CHAIR.... Ursula Hyman
COMMUNICATIONS .vcvveereserenens Frank Griffith
COMMUNITY <.evecerseesensssnsenss Larry Winslow
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS... Dick Baumer
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
& PERMIT STREAMLINING ...... Nancy Goldsworthy
INSURANCE .......cocrerererernnenesss Allen Corbett
............................................. Bert Tibbett
FINANCE Jeff Foster
SECRETARY ..evsussessansossassasser Ken Girvetz
OES RECOVERY CENTER....0u. Virginia Kimball
Fred Messick

213/891-7906
818/798-2281
818/398-8860
818/798-7689

818/355-3750
213/684-1084
818/797-0007
818/798-0512
818/794-4822
818/304-7890
818/304-7830

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED?!

WHAT:

WHEN:

WHERE:

You are cordially invited to help with the upcoming newsletter mailing!

Folding, stapling and stamping the ECRA Update

Newsletter.

Two dates are open: Monday, Jan. 30, 2-5:00 p.m.
or Tuesday, Jan.31,9a.m.-12noon
OES Community Liaison Office, 3746 Foothill Blvd.,

Pasadena

REFRESHMENTS: Provided!

Please call the OES office at (818) 304-7890 to arrange a time to
volunteer. Thank you!

THANK YOU SO MuUcH!

The Eaton Canyon Recovery Alliance wishes to express its gratitude to:

+ Foothill Family Service - for providing a delightful dinner and evening
of fellowship, December 3, for fire veterans and volunteers who helped
the community in the past year;

+ Allen Corbett and Daira Grencions - for organizing and hosting a
holiday party at the OES Community Liaison Office, December 16,
for persons who lost their homes in the firestorm; and

+ Ken Anderson of C.G. Anderson and Associates, Inc. - for
providing space adhjacent to the OES offices for the well-attended

party.
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Americorps members help
soil conservation efforts

Americorps. a national service
program started in President Chin-
ton. 1s up and runmne with feur
members working in the Soil Con
semation Senace in southeastem
Minnesota

The four members are working
tn the US Department ot Agri-
culture’s Soil Consermvation Ser-
vice offices 1n Lewiston and
Rochester

Michael Aho of Moorhead, Linda
Dahl of Lewiston and Shelly Eck-
blad of Red Wing are working in
the Lewiston ofTice on a project
designed te improve the water
quality of the Whitewater River
Watershed through pubiic partic-
ipation 1n the effort

Tracy Guthmiller of Fairmont 1s
working in Rochester to help
iniprave the forage and grassland
base. improve water quality and
increase profitability of agricul-
ture while enhancing the envi-
ronment

The Soil Conservauon Senace
in Minnesota has 20 students
invalved with it through Amer:-
corps. which has been called a
domestic Peace Corps

The Southeastern Minnesota Ini-
tiative Fund, Mankato State Uni-
versity and Winona State Univer-
sity are administering the program,
and held a céremony today
announcing its start
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tie Acht 0 a 34 7U5 educaueonal
voucher at the end ol 10 months. sa.d
Tom Wison. Senanel. distnct conscs
\mgorust ol the North Fork of the Red
Rner Corsenanon bistnct. “They have
to work the enure 1 months, but the
voucher they recene s dood lor books
and tuiuon at any colege or techrucal
school. or 1t can be used (0 pay ecstng
hugher education loans °

Other benelits ot the program -
clude a new public awarens=ss ol winc-
breaks and their need for mantenance.
Wilson explained

*In many cases peopie around
here have laken wincbreaks lor
sranted...they ve aiwavs been Lnere.
Now. with the teams working upcéacna
the older waindbreaks 'we have procuc-
»rs reihinng the ne=d 10 protect them
‘rom catue and reep them \igorous

“Weve gotien 1 £ood benedt Tom

this awareness alreadv and we haven't
planted a tree ve'.” he explured. nodng
plantng will be done dunng the dormant
season of winter

The renewed awareness of the need o
orotect windbreaks s even more crigcal
now. Wllson says. because many of the
older windbreaks were made of eight
10 rows of trees. Newer plantngs are
usually designed with only three rows.

*So. we have 10 be very carenful about
protecting them tom granng carle. or
well lose them eariy on.”

After watchuing the team 1n action on
his place in late September. Vaughn. a
conservauon distnct board mempoer. is
comvinced

“Thevre workin' litde dudes.” he
smiled. We \nteniewed these people be-
fore thev came to work. Theyv are all hng
to get an educaten And. | beheve most
will make 1t'” 3

If you're
interested,
call...” .

B Western omahom hndm
ers interested In having new
windbreaks bulilt “or exsting
windbreaks renovated, may ap-
ply for the program by contact-
ing the district conservationists
at the nearest SCS fleld office.
Participating landowners will be
part of the Oklahoma Forest
Stewardship Program which

makes cost-share opportunities
avaltlable.

Why AmeriCorps?

B Dunng a break from cutuneg.
stacking and raking. the Senunel
AmenCorps crew took time to cis-
cuss the:r mouves and feelngs wath
the Farmer-Stockman

The educational voucher was
the pnmary goal. of course. with
five members of the team planrung
to use it to go to school for the first
ume. The rest planned to pay off
exisung college loans once they
complete their ten-month sunt wath
“the corps.”

But there was more. There was
a link to the past and a desire to
build links to 1994 for the future.

1t would be nice in S0 years to
see this, and say 1 did that'.” ex-
plained one member. Another
chimed In "it's good to do scme-
thing for the environment and our
commurnutes...to put something
back.” Also. the team was quite
interested in meeting members of
the onginal CCC crews who planted
the windbreaks they are now reno-
vaung.

Dill C.tv's Cindy Marquez was
cuite vecal about wanung to make
the team successful.

“We wani tado a good job. since
this (the ieam work project] is a
firsy ” she explamned “1t's up 10 us

to work together as a team. We have to
make it work or they’ll (the govern-
ment) drop it.”

Landowner Milton Vaughn seemed
to think the team would have no prob-

lem “making it work ®

“They've worked together
quite well for just getting to know
one another. I've been amazed at
how t.hey‘ve pitched !n.

Ono of several groups of Okiahoma young peoptle hired In USDA'a AmoriCorps
program to work on conservation related projects, these workers are based in
Sentinel and cover part of a 23-county area. Those pictured include, from lett,
backrow: Lynden Haygood, District Conservationist, Greer County Conserva-
tion District; landowner Milton Yaughn; Christopher James, Mangum; Cindy
Marquez, Dill City; Dustin Carp, Hobart; Grant Griffith, Sentinel; James Buchner,
Lawton, and Tom Wilson, Distnct Conservationist, Sentinel, North Fork of the
Red River Conservation District. Front row, from left: Jesse Carter, Sentinel;
Sam Rice, Warren; Chns Shield, Sentinel; Tommy Koons, Colony, and Brent

Smith, Sentinel.
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Local Service Co IPS Takes
Pledge of Action, Altruism

By JOCELYN Y. STEWART
TIMCS STATF WRITCR

UNIVERSAL CITY—With an
economics degree from UCLA, and
a resume laced with honors and
awards, 22-year-old Anna OQur-
oumian figures she could easily
command a higher salary, com-
plete with impressive business
cards and a lofty title—but Our-

NATIONAL SWEARING-IN: A23

oumian has her sights on a differ-
ent goal.

The recent UCLA graduate from
Glendale is content to spend this
year working with a local anti-
hunger project, earning a modest
income.

Her co-workers will be pcople
like Garland Robinson of South Los . ;
Angeles, who temporarily put off AN AmeriCorps representative

Pleasc sec CORPS, A3  holds torch during swearing-in.

JILLCONNELLY / For The Times
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AmeriCorps members at the Universal Amphitheatre listen to President Clinton speak about the goals of the national service program via satellite.

CORPS: Group Sworn In With Pledge of Action

Continued from A1l
obtaining a master's degree to fulfill a lifelong
dream of "working with the peeple.”

Like thousands of Americans across the country,

roumian and Robinson have signed up for a

.eason of service” in AmeriCorps, the President's
national service program. Monday, the two gathered
at the Universal Amphithecatre with ncarly 1,000
other participants for the mass swearing-in of the
nation’s first class of AmeriCorps workers.

In Los Angeles, the thread uniling an otherwise
disparate group of AmeriCorps members—young
and old, middle class and poor—is an idealism
reminiscent of a bygone cra in American history:
the belief that they can be the agents of change.
Like a domestic Peace Corps, the AmeriCorps
members will combat problems ranging from hun-
ger and crime toilliteracy and pollution.

“I'm interested in communily empowerment and

. showing pcopic that things can be done,” said
Quroumian, whao grew up in Glendale. I know it
sounds cliche-ish, but 1 believe anything is possi-
ble.”

At the ceremony, AmeriCorps members listened
to a string of spceches laced with words of
encouragement and praisc by Mayor Richard Rior-
dan, Police Chief Willie L. Williams and U.S.

Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
Henry Cisneros, as wcll as past and present
members of other service organizations.

“AmeriCorps will risc or fall with your success
this year,” Cisncros said. “You're on the ground
floor of something really big. Tocay is an historic
event.”

Speaking via satellite to AmeriCorps members
nationwide, President Ciinton applauded members
for their commilment to changing America and
“gelling things done.”

“Every gencration in our history has learned to
Lake responsibility for our fulure, and your genera-
tion is no exception,” Clinton said. "We look at you
row, and we know you are no generation of
slackers. Instead, you're a generation of doers.”

For all its seriousness, the event, hosted by actor
Andrew Shue of the television show “Melrose
Place," scemed like a pep rally at times, with
members Lucaxmg oul in impromptiu c. ants—"We
want Bill'"—and songs—"Lean On Me"—while
waiting for the satellite hookup.

Singer Patti LaBelle, who donnced a black Ameri-
Corps cap, and the R & B group Immature brought
the crowd toits fect.

“1 like what you're doing.” LaB3clle said as the
crowd cheered wildly. "Keep on striving for the

positive things in life.”

The centerpicce of the cvent was the pledge,
taken by all new AmeriCorps members.

Standing before a screen, their right hands held
high, the group at the amphitheater listened to
Clinton’s words and repeated them:

“I will get things done for America to make our
people safer, smarter and healthier. 1 will bring
Americans together, Lo strengthen our communilics.
Faced with apathy, 1 will take action. Faced with
conflict, I will seck common grou‘n; IFaced with

adversity, I will persevere. . .

In return for their pledge, Lbc‘. like members
nationwide, will receive a hving stipend, basic
health insurance, a child-care allowance and a
monetary award for co‘]cgc vocational training or
to be applied toward a previous educational loan.

Trial runs of the program this summer across the
nation have rcceived mixed reviews. Many know
that the work is cifficult, especially for u*c' pay they
will reccive. But for some, at least, the compensa-
tion is sccondary lo the hife-changing expericnces
they expect to have during their year of service.

Garland Robinson sces his year as a way to help
and to lay the foundation for a lifclong carcer in
social work.

Plcase see COILPS, AZ2S
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CORPS:
Activists
Have Wide
Interests

Continued from A3

While working on a political
science degree at USC, Robinson
became convinced that his calling
is social work. But with a degree in
political science and no experience,
he could not find anyone to hire
him.

“I asked, ‘How can I get the
training if I'm not given a
chance? " he said. "I just wanted
the chance to prove myself."”

AmeriCorps, he said, will give
him that chance and an opportuni-
ty to put to use the experiences
that have shaped his life.

‘A self-proclaimed “‘product of -

the '60s,” Robinson, 44, grew up on
27th Street between Central Ave-
nue and Naomi Street. He remem-
bers a different Los Angeles, one
‘filled with communities where
people knew and cared for each
other.

“There was a brighter time in
Los Angeles, and I was part of that
time," he said.

And Robinson has reason to
believe in the possibility of change.
In May he became the only one of
his parents’ seven children to
graduate from college, realizing a
decades-old dream.

“I have a story to tell because
I've been there,"” he said.

Like Robinson, who was active
in student government and other
organizations, many AmeriCorps
members are no strangers to com-
munity work.

Ouroumian, who graduated
magna cum laude in June, spent
her extra time outside the class-
room planting trees at Nickerson
Garden housing projects, promot-
.ing. environmental awareness,
helping with earthquake relief and
working with a number of service
organizations at UCLA.

And last year, she spent her
summer break working with resi-
dents of the Pico-Union area near
downtown Los Angeles, organizing
community members in Summer of
Service, the pilot program for

Anna Ouroumizan and Garland Robinson are sworn in as AmeriCorps
workers Monday during ceremony at the Universal Amphitheatre.

AmeriCorps.

“We reached so many people
that I was really inspired, and that
reinforced my belief in community
service,” Quroumian said.

AmeriCorps is open to anyone
over the age of 17, including high
school dropouts, college graduates,
students and professional school
graduates. With these require-
ments, the program attracts indi-
viduals from varying back-
grounds—some of whom might
have been overlooked by other
employers.

Before coming to this country
four years ago, Mayra Perez volun-
teered with the American Red
Cross, assisting the victims of war
in her native El Salvador.

A clerk at a shoe store, she is
studying for her high school equiv-

alency degree and will spend her.

AmeriCorps year working with an
anti-hunger project.

David Guizar, 21, was once in a

i gang and his brother was killed by
gang members. He will spend a
year working in his neighborhood
in South Los Angeles, trying to
help the same kinds of young
people he once fought with and
against.

“I finally got my chance,” Guizar
said as he waited for the ceremony
to begin. "This is my first job. I'm
part of staff. It feels pretty good,
you know?"

Guizar will be working in the
same program with Ageela Sher-

- rills, 25. When a fire at Jordan

ra”

JILLCONNELLY / For The Times

Downs housing project sparked ra-
cial tension three years ago, Sher-
rills, a resident of Watts, stepped in
and served as a mediator.

Sherrills will spend a year with
Building Up Los Angeles, where he
will work on establishing tutoring
programs, a public safety project,
gang prevention and conflict medi-
ation in the schools.

Beginning next week, 40 Ameri-
Corps workers, including Quroum-
ian, Robinson and Perez, will be
added to the Interfaith Hunger
Coalition's permanent staff of four
full-time and four part-time work-
ers, who administer anti-hunger
programs in the region. Its annual
budget of $320,000 will increase to
more than §1 million.

“This is going to enhance what
we've been able to do, yet it's part
of something that's brand new for
us,” said Carolyn Olney of the
Southern California Interfaith
Hunger Coalition.

Perhaps one of the biggest con-
tributions AmeriCorps members
will bring to community service is
their familiarity with their com-
munity and its problems, organiz-
ers say.

Along with his life experiences,
Robinson will bring a very basic
message to the people he works |
with:

“I understand, and I am one of
you,” he said. “I'm just a regular
person who cares and wants to
help.”




“Job program investing in conservation

Patterned after the CCC of the 1930s, AmeriCorps workers
take their turn on the windbreaks of western Oklahoma

BY CAN CRUMMETT

tIton Vaughn. 77. has farmed
Mthc lght sous of Greer County

since 1942 when he rezumed
from the Seabees to farm aith his
father. The windbreak that exiencs
wespward frem his current home
was alreadv there, beginmung tocon
uol what had been a larmer s night-
mare only several years before.

"We bought our first tractor in
1936 or 37. and you could hardly
dnve it over the dunes in this fleld.”
Vaughn potnted. noung today’s fleld
as it genuy rolls. neady surrounded
by windbreaks on three sides

The windbreaks plantec by mem-
bers of the Civillan Conservaton
Corps I(CCC), the federally-spon-
sored work program born of the
drought and depression of the
1930s. have served well. Vaughn
wll tell you thev've stopped a lot of
sand and have allowed hum to farm
wheat. cotton and alfalfa since he
came home to help his dad. whose
failing eyesight was ending his ca-
reer.

But. windbreaks are living crea-
tures. and like all other creatures
they age. More than a half-century
of standing up to the hot summer
winds of southwest Oklahoma has
killed some of the trees in the 1940
vintage planting. On two occasions

Vaughn “posted” the planting. se-

lectively cutting some trees for fence

Pﬁdmg a hatf-century of to the lgiie soils of Greer County, this
aging windbreak receives a face lift from young people employed in the USDA

Removal of dead underb

rush is one of the first steps in renovation of wing-

breaks that date back to the 1930s and '40s.

posts to make room for new growth.
Sulll. without additonal periodic
maintenance the winbreak's Sibe-

-rian elms. desert willow and

mulberrys ultimately will give up.

That's where the modem-day
counterpart of the CCC entered the
picture this fall. A team of 11 young
people emploved under the USDA's
new Soil Conservation Service
AmenCorps program provided the
labor to upgrade Vaughn's wind-
break. and many others in a.23-

1
1}
1

county area of western Oklahoma.
Overall, 20 members of the Okla-
homa Public Lands and Environment
Team currenuy are emploved in west-
€rm countes to renovate windbreaks.
They are organized into three teams
based at Sentinel. Mangum ard
Woodward.

Using chainsaws. axes and gloved
hands. the teams follow directions
provided by state foresters and SCS
el 10 scour out the under-
h.of old windbreaks. remove
Head and fallen imbs and. in gen-
eral, prepare the old plantngs for
planting season. :

During cold weather, team mem-
bers will be back planung modemn
windbreak varjeties, such as pecan,
1o fill some of the holes age and
decay left in the windbreaks over the
years. In addition. the cleanng of
undergrowth and brush will allow
edsung trees 10 be invigorated and
will provide for natural regeneration.

Team members also will be in-
volved In comstructng fences on
wirdbreaks exposed to cattle. to pre-
vent trampling of young trees be-
fore they can become established.

In all cases, the AmenCorps team
! works hand-in-hand with the land-
owner. SCS and state natural resources
personnel

For their ejorts the workers re-
cerve roughly a minumum wage pav-
check. health Insurance coverage and

&/ Oulanomae Farme: -Stockman 8 November 1994
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AmerlCorps

Keep Clinton crew active

EDITORIAL
he hands-on spirit of President Bill Clinton's -
AmeriCorps enhances the State of the Union as

v.‘ell as mid-Michigan.

1 National service corps workers took their rightful
place in the audience for Qlinton's State of the
Umon address Tuesday night

: Their work clearly demonstrates how state-feder-
al partnerships help revitalize communities. Their
labor helps pays off college loans.

. Last fall, Michigan’s first US. Department of Ag-
riculture AmeriCorps crew began helping farmers
cpntrol runoff to the Grand River. They identify po-
tential sources of groundwater pollutmn —a first
s{ep toward prevention.

*Inall, AmenCorps assigned 15 workers to assist
farmers in six watersheds protect their groundwa-
tqr Each put in 1,700 hours for a $12,000 living su-
pend education awards for college or vocational

ining, health insurance and a child-care

lowance.

» Watershed areas inciude the upper and lower
drand, Kalamazoo River, River Raisin, Black River,
Pme River and an area in Leelanau and Benzie
counues that drains into Lake Michigan.

: AmeriCorps should be protected and preserved
regardles of changes in the Washington power
structure. A national service program connected to
cbllege loans remains a non-partisan priority.
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Give AmeriCorps a chance
Clinton, should fight for national service idea

or fail, the youth corps proud-

ly promoted by President CQlinton is be-
ing measured for the ax by House Speaker
Newt Gingrich of Georgia.

AmeriCorps, as it is called, i “gimmick-
ry” in Gingnich’s view. He bas pronounced
himself “totally, unequivocally opposed™ to
it. Given Gingrich's power and prominence
since the 1994 general elections, those com-
ments wrongly put AmeriCorps in jeopardy
just as it leaves the starting blocks.

It was only last September — the day the
airplane crashed on the White House
grounds — that Clinton held the ceremonies
that started AmeriCorps. The program puts
young people into one- or two-year public
service jobs carrying the minimum wage,
Bealth insurance and a $4,725 educational
voucher for each year in the program. The
voucher can go for college tuition, vocation-
al training or the payment of student loans.
. Surely the program deserves more than
four months’ trial. It has the promise of
providing direction and structure to young
people. It's not a bandout. Clinton’s attrac-
tion to the program was fortified in the
1992 campaign when his proposal repeatedly
drew strong applause from audiences.

The president has seemed ready to com-
promise in the face of the Gingrich vd:url
wind, but on this issue he has a
drawn the line. That’s as it shoul
should fight for the program bccausc 1t |s

EVENbcforclth’&{lchmeewmocud

based on a hopeful concepﬁ o’f‘creanng
stropger, more focused citizens and because
it hasn't had a chance yet.

In this area, the West Seneca Youth Bu-
reau operates an AmeriCorps group of 16
young people engaged in a wide range of
community service tasks, some of them in
Buffalo. The group spends two days a week
at the Food Bank of Western New York in
the city, for instance, and has ties with the
organization restoring St. Mary of Sorrows
Church in Genesee Street. One day a week
is spent in educational activities, including
efforts of the group’s high school dropouts
to attain equivalency diplomas.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture bas
a smaller band doing mapping of Erie
County in copjunction with the county's De-
partment of Environment and Planning.

It might have been more to the point if
the first group in this area bad been based
in Buffalo, but apparently suburban West
Seneca won out because of prior experience
with youth service projects. City Hall is still
in contention for grants later this year.

Nationwide, AmeriCorps includes 20,000
young people in 300 different programs. The
Republican Congress should let it live for a
decent time and judge it on its results in a
fair way, not through the filter of partisan
politics.

America’s young people should be able to
expect at least that much.



COUNTIES WITH USDA AMERICORPS PROJECTS

)

11

||

Wi

L]

s
) e b a iy
. % 5 ; L i AL WA e ) [ T4, o ke £y < . x il
; S - R v X ; The b3 A 12
e v £ 3 ¢ m LRI S PP e it CE 10005 20X 17013
. B L il ¥ : r 1 1Y 3
: 1 w . Ny ..o.u &% . vl W 06Tt B2 Ely
X .3 L Yk Ah f Yiave B ilhwas g RANGE g 60
: : ki i ¥ g Punga OO sy
LT & i -
A_ ¥ e L - | ] LY SR
. & e by v it (IO &t b
H A 1] b J 8. G U Ny,
. - e Py a1 i o
A o 5 3 e Yyt e gy 2
- o . ¥ L] % P ot 5
. o % . - ar,, 4 :
e o, L h iy 5% fo: W : '
- 3 . ¥4 P i e Bk _ !
T & g i
,_-_,,..* b ! e oy
LY g IS " ey .
w ‘ . N,
I .t N . ™
y F
7 ; 3
g i . s
- ;o : w
e, i ¥ - .
M 'y
4 -
md &
- - 3
fw e
o +
Nave oa?
5 f 3 o5
v L ,..J...
n..pw,
-




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50
	Page 51
	Page 52
	Page 53
	Page 54
	Page 55
	Page 56
	Page 57
	Page 58
	Page 59
	Page 60
	Page 61
	Page 62



