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MARION, VIRGINIA

Riverwalk planner coordinating grand vision

Service program
will benefit
conservancy

By DON SIMMONS JR./Staff_

A downtown focal point where fam-
ilies can enjoy the beauty of Marion's
own river and an educational and
therapeutic tool that can be used by
schonls, civie groups and health facil-
ities in the community—this is Mindy
Clark’s vision for the Grassroots Con-
servancy's Riverwalk.

Ihe three-mile riverwalk path,
which extends from beyond the old
ice plant in South Marion, past the
town swimming pool and along
Campbell Avenue almost to the
Southwest Virginia Mental Health
Institute, is one of the first recipients
of the benefits of Bill Clinton’s Ameri-
Corps service.

Clark is part of a four-member
AmeriCorps team headquartered in
Wyiheville. The team is assisting a
variety of projects, but Clark’s work
will be concentrated on the riverwalk.
Working out of office space donated
by Bill Huber of Echols-Sparger,
Clark’s job is to manage the overall
riverwalk project, design features for
the project and to assist in negotiat-
ing easements to connect the river-
walk's three phases. She has nine-12
months to do this.

Onginally from a rural community
in New Hampshire, Clark holds a
bachelor’s degree in horticulture

Don Simmons Jr.

Mindy Clark works on preliminary sketches for the Wilderness Road Park
section of Marion's three-mile riverwalk.

from Montana State University with a
focus in landscape design.

With only six weeks on the job, Clark
has spent most of her time familiarizing

herself with the existing features of the
riverwalk.

“It's already a beautiful trail,” she
says. “My job will be to see exactly
what people are looking for in the river-

walk. A lot of times people have as-
sumptions that they don’t communi-
cate. I'll try to coordinate everyone's
ideas and present a plan which meets
their needs as closely as possible.”

Soon Clark will distribute a survey
to members of the Grassroots Con-
servancy, but she says she welcomes
other input as well. There are numer-
ous possibilities, maybe even includ-
ing space for a community theater
near Riverbend Park. There have also
been discussions about re-stocking
the river with trout.

“The goal of the trail is to serve the
community as a whole,” she noted.

Concurrently with her work on the
riverwalk, Clark is also helping her
AmeriCorps team members in a tree
identification project along the river-
walk. The information gathered will
be used on educational tours by Mari-
on Middle School students and other
schools in the county.

The riverwalk is divided into three
parts. Phase one runs from Riverbend
Park near the old ice plant to the rail-
road trestle at Church Street. One of
the most scenic parts of the walk, this
phase features the old dam and ice
plant, a variety of trees and wildflow-
ers and a quiet, removed atmosphere
in the middle of downtown Marion.
Clark is suggesting the addition of
markers with information about the
various vegetation and wildlife along
the trail. Benches for quiet repose are
also being considered.

Once at the trestle, walkers must
St:ew take to the street until they reach

town swimming pool, but one of
Clari’s tasks is to attempt to negotiate
easements (or rights-of-way) so that

B See CLARK, Page A8

AmeriCorps team begins its service in region

By ANDY KEGLEY/Staff

Take four individuals with diverse
backgrounds, add their strong interest
in vonservation and public service, and
then meld them into members of the
new rural development and conserva-
tion leam in Southwest Virginia.

T result: one of the newest Amer-
iLComp~ teams—the new national ser-
vice initiative pushed by President Bill
Clintmtotackle awide range of critical
needsacrossthe nation. Asenvisioned,
over 10000 people will eventually be
put owork solving a multitude of prob-
leins. and in return, receiving living
~tipends, healih insurance. child care
ared an educational allowance for their

one or two year service.

This particular four member teamhead-
quartered in Wytheville (a fifth member
has yet to be brought on board), falls
under the United States Department of
Agriculture’s Rural Development wing,
and will be specifically answerable to the

New River/Highlands Resource Conser-

vation and Development district.

As explained by Gary Boring, director
of the NR/H RC&D, when the presi-
dent’s program was announced earlier
this year, the local forestry committee
applied foragrant to staff five positions to
assist in the overall marketing of timber,
but with the goal of enhancing the exist-
ing soil erosion and conservation pro-
grams.

And now, since this team was sworn in
aNashville ceremony Sept. 18 along with
approximately 2,000 other AmeriCorps
volunteers from a five-state area, the
members are busily defining their tasks,
and becoming familiar with new termi-
nology and bureaucracy.

Audrey Biggs, Adrienne Perkins,
Mindy Clark and Delton Alderman bring
diverse backgrounds of communications,
forestry and horticulture to their newly
created positions. Three of the four hold
degrees from Virginia Tech, while Clark
completed a horticulture program at
Montana State University in Bozeman.

Asthe team. they will be spend one day
a week working out of Clark's Marion
office, where their focus will be on a tree

identification programalongthetown's
three-mile long Riverwalk and Green-
way project. That project has received
two other state grants, one of $100,000
from the state Commonwealth Trans-
portation Board's ISTEA program; and
another from the Division of Forestry's
Urban Forestry program. With Clark’s
expertise in landscape architecture, the
project can move forward.

Clark may also be available to local-
ties in the service region, to assist with
park planning, Boring noted.

Separately, the team members have
their own responsibilities throughout
the NR/HRC&D to implement aspects
of conservation.

8 See AMERICORPS. Page Al11
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Team begins service

B AMERICORPS, from Page A1

Biggs, for example, will serve as
outreach coordinator, predomi-
nantly working in the 11 county
region of the NR/HRC&D, devel
oping quarterly newsletters and
press releases. “Basically, | will be
' working lo improve the communi-
ty’s knowledge of the programs
available,” and more specifically,
“whatever affects soil conservation
or forestry in the area.”

She earned an English degree
from Tech, plus a master’s in com-
munications from Radford, and had
been working in a management
position in Harrisonburg when she
learned of the AmeriCorps pro-
gram. “The initial attraction? This
allows me to utilize my degreetoits
best potential. Plus, it allows me to
give back some of what we've got-
ten. If Uncle Sam helped us out (in
student loans), | have no problem
giving back to him.”

Biggs will also develop four news-
letters specifically targeling waler-
shed groups in the region, includ-
ing the Middle Fork of the Holston
in Smyth County, Little Reed Is-
land Creek in Wythe and Pulaski
counties, Little River in Floyd, and
Chestnut Creek in the Galax area.

Also bringing acommunications
background and degreetotheteam,
Perkins will be serving as forest
economics specialist “No,” she
says, “1don't have any background
in forest economics, but that's why
they hired me. They told me when
they hired me they would train me
in forestry, but they wanted my
expertise in communications,” said
the 1992 Tech graduate.

Perkins will serve as a liaison
between the forest industry, pro-
ducers, and Jocal governments, and
how local forest resources can most
efficiently be marketed. “T've been
going to planning meetings of the
Appalachian Hardwood Expo in
Princeton,” she noted, “and will be
working on publicity.”

Alderman brings over a dozen
years of practical private forestry
consulting to his job as Forest En-
gineer. After working out of his
home in Mt. Airy, N.C., he says he
had gotten of that aspect of the
industry, and was interested in
“learning something new.”
it task Isdssisting with
thed and éonstruction of low
cost, low value timber bridges, "to
lake advantage of whatthere'salot
of in this area.” The main benefit
for timber bridges will be to log-
gers, whowon'thave to worry about
stream crossings when bringing
logsoutofthe forest. Inturn, stream
conservation and $oil erosion will
be protected, and loggers won't be
in violation of state mandated Best
Management Practices.

There are no timber bridges in
thisareayet, Alderman said, buthe
hopes to find some suitable coop-
erators to build demonstration
projects on soon. The bridges are
constructed by laminating timbers

together, and are capable of hold-
ing a tractor-trailer load, 80,000.
pounds, across spans of 20 to 40
feel. He will also be working on the
dry hydrant program offered by
the RC&D, and is encouraging fire
chiefs to apply for grants before a
Dec. 1 deadline.

" Alderman is also the tree expert
on the Greenway project, and will
be contributing more technical
work on growth rates potential
along the trail. “There is some old
growth along the river, and some
huge red and white oaks dead from

recent droughts,” he observed.
* Becude the local AmeriCorps

* team has strong a foresiry empha-

sif_ the Jefferson National Forestis
cooperating in support of the team
as well. The public relations office
of JNF is providing video equip-
ment for the team to film various
forest facilities and recreational
areas, which will then be edited
into a promotional video. The equip-
ment will also be used for assisting
with the Marion Greenway project
and the tree identification educa-
tional program. Q

Grand vision
W CLARK, from Page Al
walkers will be able to continue
along the riverbank.

Much of the construction is ak
ready completed at phase two—
the walking park in the vicinity of
the pool. Plans for future construc-
tion include picnic Lables, lighting
and an information kiosk which
will note coinmunity events and
club meetings. »

To get to phase three, walkers
must now cross the old bridge be-
side Happy's Restaurant, thencross
Main Street o Campbell Avenue.
This phase of the riverwalk uses
the old Wilderness Road Garden
Club park. Although the park has
suffered some over the years, it
will be redeveloped as funds be--
come available.

Clark is already working on pre- .
liminary drawings for developméht *
ofall three phases of the riverwalk.
She says Marion Senior High
School has expressed interest in
using the Wilderness Road section
for ils cross counlry runners to

practice on. And, with supervision,

palients at Southwest Virginia~

Mental Health Institute may bene-
fit from the therapeutic value of
quiet strolls along the river.

In addition to coordinating the
planning and design of the river-
wlk, Clark will also beincharge of
organizing the various volunteer
groups who have helped so far in
its construction. She must also stay
in communication with the Middle
Fork Holston River Water Quality
Commission and the Tennessee
Valley Authority as well. The Grass-
roots Conservancy recently was
swarded one of the Commonwealth
Transportation Board's ISTEA
grants for $115,000. In helping ad-
minister the grant, Clark saysthere
are many struggles ahead in keep-
ing within the grant's guidelines.
Local contractors must be used for
some of the workand there are also
rules governing materials used.
The stack of paper with informa-
tion regarding the grant and its
usage stands at over an inch high,

30 there's definitely some reading
in Clark's immediate future.

But Clark remains undaunted.
“There are so many interesting
people here who are excited about
the riverwalk, that [ don't think I'll
have too many problems that can't
be solved.” -

As its part in the annual Smyth
County Trash-Off, a county-wide
clean-up day, the Grassroots Con-
servancy will host a river clean-up
this Saturday from9a.m. until noon.
Anyone wishing to participate
should meet at the riverwalk near
the swimming pool. Clark says she
will also be using the occasion to
get more community input on the
riverwalk. O
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education
AmeriCorps offers
chance to learn

By DAVID CLOUSTON
The Salina Journal

Sweating over a brush fire or
building nesting boxes for birds
aren't typical jobs thought of as
a way to pay for college.

Kurt Grimm and Troy Hurl-
burt are hoping their work leads
to more than just a paycheck.

“I've been working for them
for three years. I'd like to get on
full time,” said Hurlburt, speak-
ing of Kansas Department of
Wildlife and Parks, with whom
he, Grimm and other partici-
pants in the AmeriCorps Pro-
gram are working.

AmeriCorps is a federal pro-
gram designed to help students
pay for college by completing a set
number of hours of public service
work. For 1,700 hours of service —
about nine months — workers re-
ceive a $7,660 stipend for living ex-
penses and $4,725 for college.

Both undergraduate and gradu-
ate students are eligible. Money
can pay for accumulated college
debts for those already graduated,
or help pay tuition for those just
entering college or going on to pur-
sue a master’s or doctoral degree.

AmeriCorps workers are as-
signed to different federal agen-
cies. Hurlburt and his co-workers
are assigned to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, but being di-
rectly supervised by Wildlife and
Parks officials, with ‘whom
they're working at state parks.

During February, the four
members of the AmeriCorps/US-
DA team at Kanopolis Reservoir,
Hurlburt, Grimm, Chris Newton
and Scott Morris, developed fish

P See AMERICORPS, Page 9
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Todd Lovin, Lindsborg, a participant in AmeriCorps, starts a head fire for a controlled burn in the
Langley Point area of Kanopolis Reservoir.
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“Clinton’s Dorhestic
Peace Corps Is Hard
At Work in Vermont

By KRISTIN BLOOMER

: Herald Staf?

One young person is halping Vermonters
fight hunger. Another is teaching visually
impaired people to cope with their vision
loss. Another is working to control erceion
along the Winooski River..

They are three Vermont members of Amer-
iCorps, otherwise known as the Clinton ad-
ministration's domestic Peace Corpe. The na-
tional servics program has mors members
per capita in Vermont than in any other
state, according to the Corporation for Na-
tional Service in Washington, D.C.

With 130 members serving a population of
562,768 (1990 census), Vermont's Amer-
iCorpe has one member for every 4,328 resi-
dents. Rick Allen, the corporation’s deputy
assistant to President Clinton, said oaly
:‘:‘nuaz rivh.ls those numbers. Montana's

eriCorps has 179 membaers serving a
ulation of 799,065, has ooe member per tr:l?;
4,464 residents. Al

There are six AmeriCorps programs in
Vermont:

> The Northeast Kingdom Initiative, run
out of Lyndon State College, offers sarvices
ranging from tutoring to economic davelop-

homes and stay connected with their com-
munities around the stats.

> USDA Rural Development Teams are
working on soil consarvation projects — such
as one along the Winooski River — and on
halping rural communities like Mendon get
fire protection.

» USDA Public Lands Teamas aré working
with the Green Mountain Natiodal Forest
and the Vermont Youth Conservation Corpe
to rebuild long-neglected parks, recreation
areas and miles of hiking trails:

.> The USDA Anti-Hunger Corps is work-
ing to help communities locate their own
hunger needs and realize or improve projects
they deem important, such as food co-ops,
community gardens, and school lunch pro-
gramas.

Many of these programs had already ex-
isted through USDA funding. But they were
able to extend their services on the strength
of their applications, Allen said. .

“They wers very clear about the benaeficial
changs they were going to make for thaeir
wmmuni&io:.d" ‘hA.Ihn said “Vermont pro-
grams prov were going to get things
domianL'r ¢

ment assistance.
» The Independent Li
in Brattleboro, assists the

AmeriCorps

and Var-
monters with disabilities to remain in their

“Getting things done® is the motto for
AmariCorps. Members are selected from ap-
Project, based wmmwnamummpm

th care benefits and, if necessary, child

(See Page 18: AmeriCorpe) Corpe.

Bealf Phate by Potor Cars

Zebediah Kellogg-Roe is serving as an AmeriCorps volu
teer in the Rutland area with the Vermont Anti-Hung

Continued from Page 16

care. Vermont's AmeriCorps mem-
bers range in age from 19 to 67.

At least three programs — the
Public Lands Team, the Anti-
Hunger Corps and the Independent
Living Project — are still accepting
applications.

For 1,700 documented hours of
service and training, “full-time
members” receive about $600 a
month and a $4,725 voucher that
can be used for college, graduate
school or vocational training, or to
pay back college loans. “Part-time
members” receive travel allowance,
no stipend and an education vouch-
erof $2,363.

Kathleen Furgeson, executive di-
rector of Vermont’s Commission on
National and Community Servics,
is in charge of the six programs. She
said Vermont's relatively amall

population helped groups cooperate
during the grant-writing process in’
a way that made Vermont's propos-
als especially powerful. '}

“I don't think the dicision (to
fund Vermont's programs) was
based on our being any more or less
needy than any other stats,” Furge-
son said. “It was based on whether
we were able to bést meet the needs
of our particular state.”

And the needs are thers. Bari
Gladstone, program director of the
Vermont Anti-Hunger Corps, said
the Vermont Food Bank served
100,000 people last year — a fifth of
the state’s population and a signi
cant increase over last year.

“There's a growing population of
working people living right on the
edge,” she said. “Many don't con-
sider themselves sligible for food

stamps, for example, when in fact
they may be.” o .

Zebediah Kellogg-Roe is a 'mem-
ber of the Vermont Anti-Hunger
Corps southwest team, whose six
members live together in Sudbury
and whose current work is to take
“climate surveys” of the region.

The work has nothing to do with
weather. The purposs is to collect
information about the community’s
food and nutritional needs before
moving into actual “profect work,”
Kallogg-Roe said.

“We don't want to come in as Ver-
mont Anti-Hunger Corps or some

gnift outside group and tell Rutland,

“This is what you should do,'” he
said. “That's not going to fly. It has
to be grass roots. It has to come
from po-o?lu who are affected by the
problem.

So Kellogg-Roe is mesting with
groups such as the Rutland-Area
Co-Op, a group that has 77 mem-
bers and needs 300 in order to get
started, he said. He plans to helr
them with grant-writing and men
bership drives, and hopes to hel
revitalize a community garden i
Bennington, he said.

The idea is to empower local con
munities, he said.

“Il leave eventually,” he saic
“At the end of September our ten
will roll over. It's important the
what we do has the potential t
carry past us. We don't want !
come in and fill a gap as a volur
teer, and when we leave have
open again. We want to create
system, so that when we leave, th
system is still there.”
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Students part of Clinton’s pilot program

AmeriCorps
lends funds
for services

By Craig McEwen
The Forum

TWIN VALLEY. Minn Fargoan
Jelf York was preparing to enroll
for lasses at Moorhead State Uni
versity when a
brochure
caught his eye

It was seek
ing applicants
B i Amerl
Corps, the
national com
munity service
program that
President Clin
ton calls the
most prized
achievement of his administra
hon

A key incentive 1s the $4,725 in
cullege tution that the six month
uld program offers its workers

Parucipanis, 17 years and older,
commit to 11 months of commu
nity service - 40 hours per week -
tor which they earn near mini-

Clinton

mum wage salaries in add o
the tuinon allowance

Already. the US House of Repre
sentatives wants 1o cul the $500
million AmeriCorps budger by
two thirds Five workers stationed
at Twin Valley have mixed feel
ings about that

They are among 20.000 nation-
wide and 20 in Minnesota who
joined AmenCorps when It began
last September

York, a 26 year old MSU junior
majoring in  political science,
admius that the tultion prod
hooked him

But he also wanted the job
ecaperience that the program
would provide =1 thought it would
lve really beneficial 10 do some
thang like this,” York says, "as far
as other opportuniues that would
b creared -

I's the college stipend that
Kathy Musch, a North Dakota State
University zoology graduate, also
found atiractive

But Musch, 22, also wanted 1o
do conservation oulreach work
since her college emphasis was in
wildlife and tisheries biology

“I've gained a lot of experience

AmeriCorps workers (from left) Jeff York, Holly Sirjord, Kelly Engen, Aaron Neubert and Kathy Musch

ational Trail near Twin Valley, Minn.

through it,” she says

Much of the Twin Valley roup's
effort involves promoting the 32
mile, Agassiz Recreational Trail
that Is being built on an anban
doned railroad bed beiween Ulen
and Fertile, Minn.

The multi-use trail will have two
levels: the upper tier for snowmo
biling. hiking. biking and bird
waiching and the lower for snow
shoeing, skiing, dog sledding and
horseback riding

Other projects include promot
ing area tourism, seeking grants
for a city park and planning a
walking trail in Ada, Minn . help-
Ing with a water screening project
in Halstad, Minn, promoting the
planting of trees along siate high
ways lo eliminate snow drifts and
soll erosion.

Holly Sirjord, 20, Gary, Minn,,
attended North Dakola State Uni
versity for one year and hopes 10
go back after a stint with Ameri
Corps.

“I just hope that this experlence
will help me with other jobs in the
future,” she says

Sirjord Is working with the Mah-
nomen, Minn , Chamber of Com:
merce and Mahnomen County to
promote lourism

Among her projects is the devel-
opment of a map that will high-
light the Agassiz Trail as well as
area resorts, the Shooting Star
Casino in Mahnomen and other
tourist spots The map, she says,
will be distributed by area busi-
nesses.

Aaron Neubert, a 22-year-old
Bemidji State University graduate
from Mahnomen, is using his
mass communications skills to
promote the trail

Neubert, whose college concen:
tration was in broadcasting, is
helping produce a promotional
video for the Agassiz Trail. “That
will be a preny big project. We
want it to be pretty professional,”
he says

A

He is also helping Ada commu
nity leaders update a city develop:
ment video.

AmeriCorps is a good program
for more than one reason, he says

*“We're trying to bring economic
development to small communi
ties around here,” Neubert says
*If we weren't here, nobody would
be doing it

Gary native Kelly Engen, 23, was
previously in charge of the Nor-
man County Soil and Water Con-
servation District’s tree program.

Now an AmeriCorps worker,
Engen Is asking local landowners
to set aside land for planting trees
- or what he calls a “living snow
fence” - along Highway 200, west
of Ada.

The Norman County Soil and
Water Conservation District, he
says, will begin planting about
1,500 trees in May along the first
three-mile sireich of the project

Engen, who had completed 1'2
years al Northland Community

Y -

CRAIG MCEWEN /The Forum
stand along the Agassiz Recre-

College in Thief River Falls, Minn ,
majoring In conservation law,
says the grant will help pay the
remainder of his education costs
when he returns 1o school.

Musch says she thinks the
AmeriCorps program should be
continued a second year because
it provides a benefit 10 small com
munities

“1 think It's a good program
especially for people who have to
take out loans for college,” says
Sirjord

York, from a political science
standpoini, agrees that federal
budget cuts should be considered

“I can see the concern in budget
increases because this could
potentially be another billion dol
lar program,” he says

But those who want to cut
AmeriCorps funding, he says.
shouldn't go in there “hacking
away” without 1aking a close look
at what the program has accom
plished.




A program that works

As head of a division of AmeriCorps, a Spring Valley native
segs. its mémbers making a difference in communities around the nation

[y Jt.r‘ Kempton |

Staff W .
HEN President Clin-
ton introduced his
plan for a national and
community
program three years
ago, Joel B:‘rg k:;:r

the project’s concept of a

mes%r: Peace Corps” would

catch fire.

Berg, a former Spring Valley
resident, believed fervently
enough in the Ame pro-
gram to devote a of his life
to it. Andudirec&al.?ﬂweu.s.
Department of Agriculture's
component of AmeriCorps, Berg

|is witness to the program's
sgrassroots success in commu-
nities across the country.

“I can attest that it's working
well," says Berg, who's 30 and a
1982 Spring Valley High School
graduate. “I've met with bun-
dreds of members around the
country, and I like to work
alongside the members. They're
getting as much out of the pro-
gram as they're putting in."”

recently took a 1,400-
mile field trip from his Washing-
ton, D.C,, office to Tennessee,

Louisiana, Arkansas and Missis-

sippi. In December, he swung

through Oregon, Washington
state and northern California.

Along the way he made stops at

AmeriCorps projects and pitched

in with constructing fishery habi-

tats, pruning trees and building
trails

In Nebraska he helped cart
away debris from a stream bed
for a flood cleanup project. In
local programs that emphasize
education, he has entered class-
rooms to weigh in on environ-
mental and nutritional themes.

“Communities throughout the
country are benefiting from Joel
Berg's tireless efforts on behalf
of National Service,” says Eli
Segal, the president of Ameri-
Corps, formally known as the
Corporation for National Serv-

Ice.

College down payment

The USDA has more Ameri-
Corps members — 1,200 — than
any other federal agency. The
program enrolls 20,000 people
age 17 or older, primarily young
adults, in 350 nonprofit pro-
grams.

Corps members run child-
hood immunization programs;
build inner-city gardens; fix di-
lapidated homes; restore wildlife
habitats; tutor students in Head
Start and early childhood educa-
tion programs; escort the elderly
through high-crime areas and
perform other activities, all the
while earning money that will
help pay their college bill.

If workers can make it
through one year's work, they
will bave put in trust a $4,725
grant they can draw on to pay
for college or vocational train-
ing. The commitment can last
one or two years. Those hired
also get a §$7 600 annual stipend
— about minimum wage — plus
health care and child care if

SERVING THE COMMUNITY: Samona Wilson, Mark Bey. Vaughn Howard and Joel Berg, in black shirt, sort

clothes for the needy last week at Bread for the City in Washington, D.C. Berg, Jormerly of Spring Valley, is the
director of the Department of Agriculture’s component of AmenCorps, which sponsors the anti-hunger team.

AmeriCorps

How to join

Call: 1-800-94-CORP

What you'll get: An
information package on how
the program works, a listing
describing all the programs
in the country, and an
application form to fill out
and return to AmernCorps
national headquarters in
Washington, D.C.

needed.

AmeriCorps cost $376 million
to administer last year, the pro-
gram started in September. Berg
says it costs about $20,000 per
participant. This year the pro-
gram is budgeted for $580 mul-

lion, in anticipation of a growing
membership. The project’s goal
is 100,000 members by late 1996,
at a three-year cost of $1.5 bil-
lion.

At 20,000 members, the pro-
gram enrolls 4,500 more than the
Peace Corps at its 1966 peak.

AmeriCorps is run by state
organizations and financed in
part by local contributions. Com-
munities decide what kinds of
service are in their best interest.
Programs that qualify must
meet the educational, human,
environmental or public safety
needs of the communities.

Berg defines the USDA com-
ponent’s role in AmeriCorps as
threefold: fighting hunger, which
encompasses 150 members; pro-
tecting the environment and ru-
ral development, which occupy
about 500 members each. Most
of those involved in rural devel-

opment are college graduates
and receive a $12,000 stipend.

“For regular folks, it's very
popular,” Berg says. “It cuts
across all ages and ideologies.
Most of the members are in their
early to mid-20s, but a fair
number are in middle age and a
bunch are senior citizens.”

Full-time work

Berg notes the program re-
ceived bipartisan support in Con-
gress. When AmeriCorps
legislation passed in 1993, 26
House Republicans and seven
aate Republicans voted for it.

kland’s congressman, Rep.
Benjamin Gilman, R-Middle-
town, co-sponsored the original
legislation for the program. .

“He's been an enthusiastic
supporter since President Clin-
ton first proposed it,” says

presiden

1992, director of public
affairs, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, 1992; USDA
director of public liaison,
1993; USDA director of
national service, 1994 to
present.

Interests: Writing poetry.

anticipates sup-
porting its continuation if and
m&m up for a vo:;dlk
3a program be
dostcare who prpons .
ﬂu'Iooe is
satisfied with AmeriCarps, how-
ever. Some Republicans on Capi-
tol Hill want to abolish the
program; others consider the
corps members volunteers who
should not be paid. Berg scoffs
at that notion: members work
full time, putting in 1,700 hours
per year, he says.

“The day you can find people
who sérve in the military and the
Congress for free is the day you
can find someone to work -
round for free,” he says. *
of our members are from the
middle class. If they didn't get
paid a small living wage, they
couldn’t afford to do it. |

“No one is doing it just for
the mooey, but you need money
to eat for a year. [ challenge
critics to go out and see a site,
see the work being done. This is
a full-time commitment to serv-

Berg says no Rocklanders are
members of the USDA compo-
nent of AmeriCorps, and that the
closest project to Rockland is in
Middlesex County, N.J. In the
overall AmeriCorps program,
the closest projects are in New
York City.

Because members usually are
recruited by local community
service groups and no national
clearinghouse yet exists, Ameri-
Corps officials could not say if
any Rocklanders participate in
the overall program, says Ame-
riCorps spokesman Bill Barrett.

Budding politician

Berg's involvement in com-
munity service stems from his
longtime interest in politics. At

AMERICORPS continues C2
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MORE THAN
JUST A JOB

While eamin.g college money,
AmeriCorps crew provides a
service, leams about hard work

Doug O'L in
gym Oquw:erwh

APPLEGATE — AmeriCorps
members who spert Tharsday
digging out a pile of dirt alter a
Jandslide weren't just carning
mopey lor college and provi
a scrvice for neighbors of
Thompson Creek, thewr supervi-
sor says. They wers also cleaning
up after therr parenl agency

Bill Fleeger, supervi=ng the
cight-member AmenCorps crew,
said the landglice was probably
ecaused by a clearcut done at
least 10 ycars ago in the hills
above 2 drainagc ditch. The ditch
taes water from Stiur Creek
o Thompson Creek, but the land-
slide bad blocked it

“That was probably a (U.S.)
Forest Service cut' said
F.eeger. He works out of the
Applcgate Ranger District of the
Rogue River National Forest,
part of the Forest Scrvice.

**That makes this kind of irog-
je,” Fleeger conunued. His crew
spent mast of this week working
ea trails, bul had a [ree day
Thursday. So he scnl Lbe (roops
oul after receiving a call from
ke neighborhood diteh assocla-
lion.

AmeriCorps is a federally
funded public-service program
established by Congress a year
ago under the advice of President
Clinton.

The Qregon part of the pro-
gram started up in Seplember,
and an cstimated 300 aspiring
students across the state are Lak-
ing part.

Enterprinng workers between
the ages of 13 and 25 can help
their community and sarn money
for school through the program.

The Southern Oregon leam
works out of the Roguc River
Nalonal Farest, and falis under
the public land asd environment
part of AmeriCorps. Recent pro-
jects included surfacing a trail
around Upper Table Rock in Feb-
ruary

Participants, aboat 315 total,
worl ov 2 10 menth long pro

cuts loom

Some fundirg for the
AmeriCorps program could
be cut tnder part of a series
of rescissions gomng through

Julie McGregor, press
secretary for Sen. Mark
Hatfiald, R.Ore., said
ameng spencing reductions
the Senate is coosidering, ,
the AmeriCorps program
could be cut back to the lev-
als of the 1994 lscal year

" That means $210 million out
of the $378 m:llien budget
could disa :

Local AmeriCorps

- administralors said it was
too early to say how the cuts
-would affect the program.

gram, During that time they live
at the Star Rarger Stalion of the
Applegate district.

They receive a stipend of
$7.660 and, at the end of their sore
vice, 2 $4,725 “scholarship” slat-
ed to pay {or futura education of
pay off a student loan.

For 20-year-nld Amethyst
Black of Mcdford the program
means she can go to coliege,
which she hcpas to do in Texas
somcliime alter completing her
stml.

“] wasa't going to be able lo
get a job that would pay for
school,”’ Black said, “I didn't
bave any mooey at all W pay lor
school. 1 warked at IHOP and
I;?lm wasn't going anywhere at

"Now I can go to school.”

Another team member gaid ba
enjoyed finding out how to belp
the envirommenl Taking a break
from clearing oul the drainage
ditch, John Maguire, 3 24-year-
old AmariCorps member from
Morth Caralina, caid ke war glad

ot
g

DU CLOU LM ey '
AmeriCorps worker Robin Reed, 19, of Ashiend, helps clear m landsiide Thursday.

to provide water passage to kevp said. “I dida'l koow about that Maguire added. “I think this pro-
fisa alive, : stuff befcre, so I'm gram gives you a lot of disci-

““This is going to bring cocler “I'm learning how tv work pline. It also gives you a real
water te lower areas,” Msgnire  hard toe T know that for mrn”  good work ethic.”
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Applegate release boosted

Water will cover
some bridges by
this afternoon

By BILL KETTLER
of the Mall Tribune
)

" A rainstorm expected tonight
could swell Rogue Valley rivers
and c.. -ams, but forecasters said
they expected less rain than the
deluge earlier this week.
Several days of heavy rains
prompted the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers to release extra water
from Applegate Lake today, as
residents of the Rogue and Apple-
gate valleys braced for more wet
weather. .. - - :
“I du.a't think we're going to
have anythinyg ii..= the rain we had
Monday,"” sald David Spector, of
the National Weather Service.
Since Sunday, a total of 1.26 in-
ches of rain has been recorded at
the Medford-Jackson County Air-
port, and a total of 4.42 inches in
Grants Pass, according to the
Weather Service.
Spector said several storms are
expected to pass through the re-
glon by the weekend, bringing

Fire and flood emergencies
are exhausting resources at the
local American Red Cross chap-
ter.

In addition to opening two
evacuation shelters in Jose-
phine County for flood victims
this week, the organization has
provided shelter, food, clothing

. and emergency medical assis-
tance to six local families who
have lost their homes to fires in
the past 30 days, officials re-
port. °

Two local Red Cross volun-
teers were to leave late this

Disasters drain Red Cross

morning for the San Francisco
area in an emergency resource
vehicle to help flood victims in
northern California, drawing
further from local resources.

Contributions are urgently
needed to help cover expenses,
said Liz Knips, health director
for the local chapter. .

Contributors should make
checks out to the American Red
Cross Disaster Relief Fund and
send to the American Red Cross
Rogue Valley Chapter, 60 Haw-
thorne St., Medford, OR 97504.

For more information, call
779-3773.

snow to the mountains above
5,000 feet.

Releasing water now from Ap-

plegate Lake will allow the dam to .

continue to control’ potential
flooding during the rest of the
winter, said Ken Olson, project
manager for the Corps’ Lost
Creek and Applegate dams. . "

Olson said flows in the Apple-
gate River would rise to about
3,000 cubic feet per second by this

afternoon, covering some low-
water bridges. He said water re-
leased from the dam may bring
the Applegate near the top of its
banks, but should not cause any
flooding. I

“We will not cause the river to
get bigger than bank-full condi-
tions,” Olson said.

Olson said Applegate Dam con-
trols flooding by collecting water

see RELEASE, Page 4A

Release

from Page 1A

during high streamflows and then
gradually releasing it. He said
flows into Applegate Lake briefly
« rose to 10,000 cubic feet per sec-
ond on Monday, while the river
flowed at just 1,660 cfs near Wild-
erville, downstream of the dam.

Olson said future weather will
determine how long it will take to
draw the lake down to its flood
control height of 1,889 feet above
sea level. The lake was 24 feet
above the desired flood control
level on Tuesday.

Releasing extra water at those
levels probably will not cause
problems for fish, according to
Chuck Fustish. a fisheries biolo-

recalled that high water isolated
his mobile home before the dam
was built.

“The dam saved me,” Christie
said.

Olson said streamflow measure-
ments this week showed far great-
er rainfall in the Applegate basin
than the area drained by the
upstream tributaries of the Rogue
River. Rogue River flows into
Lost Creek Lake increased only
about 1,000 cfs on Monday, while
flows into Applegate Lake were

_rising by up to 10,000 cfs.

Heavy rains in western Jackson
County this week have triggered
some erosion problems in the area

gist with the Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife.

Fustish said eggs of fall chinook

salmon are incubating now in
gravel along the river bottom.
Those eggs could suffer if fine
sediments and silt clog the gravel,
but that would be unlikely unless
streamflows rise to about 8,000
cubic feet per second, he said.
- Several residents of the area
below Applegate Dam said they
preferred the minor inconveni-
ence of high water to a full-blown
flood.

“I would have water around this
mobile home right now,” said
Thomas Christie, who lives on
Lower Applegate Road. Christie

burned by the Hull Mountain fire
last August. A crew from the
newly created AmeriCorps na-
tional service program has been
building erosion control struc
tures in the burned area nea
Ramsey Road, north of Gold Hill
said Mindy Martin, of the Rogu:
River National Forest.

“The whole mountain is comin;
down,” said Martin, who visite
the 10-person work crew Tuesday

Martin said the crew has buil
small “check dams” and othe
erosion control structures, tryin;
to slow runoffon barren hillsides

“It's a 10,000-acre mudhole.
she said.
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AmeriCorps working in county

Making $4.23 an hour plus
$4,700 scholarship bonus

—

AM:ERICORPS wurkennwthruqhahutrunklttbenun&mpbeﬂhrmnmhtm
the protective gear worn by Charl Marshall of Clinton, on the right. Robert Martin of Broken
Bow, on the left, wore the same except he didn't don the jacket for the can'zra.

By CAROL ANGLE

In President Clinton's
State of the Union message, he
said AmeriCorps has many
more participants than the
Peace Corps ever did but most
Americans don't know what
it is

In Alfalfa County, it is the
whine of chainsaws at work
|n & grove of old trees. It is

h"rcp!l working for

h the new na-
mmnl service program, a
domestic Peace Corps. Par-
ticipants are paid $4.23 an
hour for 1,712 hours of work
(10 months) and earn a bonus
of $4,700 in scholarship
money. They can be in the
program for two years; that is,
if Congress continues the pro-
gram fo Fre. second year.

For the last few weeks, an
AmeriCorps unit has been
working through the Okla-
homa Soil Conservation Ser-
vice on ghelterbelts in the Jet

area. The crew is completing
three conservation projects
for Dean Campbell and Kyle
Campbell.

Anthony Lovelace of Alva
supervises a crew of three
men and four women.
Lovelace is a graduate of
Northwestern Oklahoma
State University and has a
master's in agriculturs edu-
cation.

Robert Dotson of the
Natural Resources office
(former SCS) in Cherokes
said he and a state forester lo-
cated the sites, then the
forester wrote the windbreak
restoration plm and forest

stewardship plan
At the Campbell shelterbelt
one mile north and one mile

west of Jet, the crew is rejuve-
nating an old stand of three
rows of trees which had been
plmud to prevent wind ero-
sion of the sandy soil. The
north row of mulberry trees
See WORKING Page 3
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has been trimmed back al-
most to stubs which will grow
back again. Dead limbs were
cut from the other two rows.
Some of the trunks and limbs
were made into firewood
lengths for Campbells. All the
smaller limbs and brush
were arranged in a row down
the length of the shelterbelt for
wildlife habitat. Then a row
of cedars will be planted on
the south side.

The project is cost share
with the landowner paying
one-half the cost of the trees
and a fence which the corps
will build to keep cattle away
from the new seedlings.

The AmeriCorps workers
are paid by the federal gov-
ernment.

The project is headquar-
tered in Woodward although
some of the workers live in
Alva. They have to provide
their own housing. Each day
the crews have been driving
from Woodward and back as

rt of nine-hour days so they

ave short work days in
Alfalfa County. They have
every other Friday off. In bad
weather, they find alternate
~ work to do in the Woodward
area.

After the corps was orga-
nized last fall, these seven
people started working near
Mutual, then on a farm near
Woodward, then they came to
Jet. After they finish here,
they plan to go to Arnett.
Their ten months will be up in
June.

Interviewed individually,
all the participants were en-
thusiastic about the program
and about how it has given

them an incentive to go back
to school.

Robert Martin of Broken
Bow said he wants to become a
state park ranger.

‘I was interested in
AmeriCorps because my mom
told me that my grandpa was
in the CCC in the 1930s. I
wanted to see what kind of
work he did,” Martin said.

The CCC was the Civilian
Conservation Corps of the de-
pression years. In that pro-
gram men traveled to work
camps and lived in barracks
or dormitories while they
worked for a low wage. CCC
veterans have said it kept
their families from starving.

Amanda Squires of
Norman said she learned
about AmeriCorps from the
newspaper. "I applied, inter-
viewed and was accepted. I
want to go into environmen-
tal science," Squires said.

Leslie Woldridge of
Watonga also learned about
the program through the
newspaper. "I plan to go into
wildlife management. I
started to be a vet but I've
changed my mind," she said.

Charl Marshal of Clinton
is hoping the program will be
continued another year. "I
want to go into environmen-
tal studies, teaching, making
people aware about natural
resources. We have seven
years to use the scholarship.
They get you in here and edu-
cate you. It gives you a little
push and some money. We
need some cleanup in
America," she said.

Rick Freeman of
Woodward explained how the
program works and said, "I

plan to do some type of botani-
cal science. I want to make
the world a better place."

Mary Ager of Woodward is
36 and is raising three school
age children as a single par-
ent. She said AmeriCorps is
giving her a chance to switch
her life around.

"With this year's money,
I'll pay off an old federal
loan. It is a good opportunity.
I'm a recovering alcoholic
and I've worked at various
jobs. I'm interested in
wildlife and forestry," Ager
said. She is originally from
North Dakota.

She too hopes the program
can continue a second year.

Bryan Farrell of
Woodward, 18, graduated
from high school last spring.
A friend of his mother heard
about AmeriCorps and told
him. _

"I had quit a job I had with
a freight company. I had been
working for them for three
years but it interfered with
school. I plan to go to Southern
Nazarene College in Bethany
and major in elementary ed-
ucation or environmental
awareness,” Farrell said.

Counseling is available to
the participants to help pre-
pare them for college.

Across the U.S.,
AmeriCorps members are
working on all kinds of pro-
jects, including helping im-
munize infants, tutoring
teenagers, working with the
ill and elderly and restoring
natural resources,

For information about
AmeriCorps National
Service, call 1-800-942-2677 or
TDD 1-800-833-3722.



Americorps leam researches
resource management plans

By SCOTT NIENDORF

Stafl writer

People could say the Ameri-
corps program is President
Bili Clinton’s domestic Peace
Corps.

Taking a page from the
international program, Clin-
ton has geared up the Ameri-
corps program to provide
opportunities to give people a
way to give back to their
communities.

In the four-corners region of
the western United States,
there are approximately 40
Americorps members working
together in different capaci-
ties to efficiently develop or
protect the area'’s resources.

Six individuals in Utah are
under the direction of Kresha
Enstman of Green River, who
oversees the Americorps prog-
ram through her position with
Castleland Resource Conser-
vation & Development in
Price.

Three Americorps members
work out of Monticello and
three work out of Price. They
receive a stipend for living
expenses and a voucher at the
end of their service, good for
continuing higher education
studies or to help pay off stu-
dent loans.

Locally, the three people
working for Americorps are
well-educated in a variety of
backgrounds.

Nancy Steele, Helper, com-
es Lo the Carbon County area
from Florida via Colorado.
She collects economic
development-related informa-
tion and assists the South-
eastern Utah Association of
Local Governments with
information related to com-
munity development block
grants.

Anna Prawl came from Tue-
son, Ariz., and wanted to work
in the Price area for Ameri-
corps after living in Sait Lake
at one time. She works with
economic development prog-
rams to research potential
business expansion and reten-
tion in a rural setting plus
seeks possible training for
entrepreneurs.

Eldon Miller, Helper, is the
only native to the region. He
does research on natural
resources indigeonous to the
area and the local economies
dependent on them, providing
important data in layman's
terms on agriculture, mining
and tourism for potential
decision-making on how to
utilize those resources.

The group is located here to

hopefully enhance and com-
plement existing organiza-
tions to provide valuable
information on resource man-
agement. Miller has a mas-
ter's degree in conservation
and outdoor education. Prawl
has a master’s in social work
and Steele brings a degree in
anthropalogy to the team.

Eastman said their variety
of perspectives will help to add
adifferent, less-technical view
of resources and their impact
on local communities.

The program geared up in
September and the team
members should be working
at full speed in early 1995.

One of the valuable
research goals the Americorps
members would like to accom-
plish is to study resource man-
agement plans of various local
entities, from cities to county
agencies, to understand and
explain their management
plans and how they all
interrelate— seeking to find
common goals.

Eastman said they will also
work with city managers to
help identify issues and pro-
jects which could benefit the
people at large. “This is a won-
derful opportunity for our
communities,” she said.

SUN ADVOCATE, PRICE, UTAH, DECEMBER 27, 1994

From left, Eldon Miller, Nancy Steele, Anna

Prawl and Kresha Eastman (front) comprise a
team of researchers warking locally in the

0
'

'
i

inlerests of the four-corners region.
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Spike Camping & Other Thrills on the Olympic Peninsula

AmeriCorps: Getting Things Done 2

Top: The author (second from left) and team a2 'npiirmnp'n&w}’m#uuh

By Cherie Ude * Photos by Erik Kuilaas

Welcome to the first year of AmeriCorps, a federally-
funded program designed to help our communities and
environment through “national service” (& l the Peace

Corps). This gives a chance for young people to give (and
receive) education and job skills, while developing a sense
of pride in the nation in which we live. For the public, this
means upgraded ,, X -
campgrounds and trails that © J :
conform with the American /
Disabilities Act, an improved '
logging economy through £ " b
pruning trees for selective ~,
lumbering, preservation of ' 4
old growth and endangered I
species with projects like
habitat surveys, and building ¢
and installing bird and bat
boxes. It’s a2 program from
which all of us benefit —
environmentalists and loggers, hikers and fishers, Forest
Service and the volunteers of AmeriCorps. The program is
nationwide; more than 22,000 people are involved in
programs set up across the US, doing work in a variety of
fields: environmental, public safety, education, and human
services. The AmeriCorps motto is “getting things done”
— and that’s exactly what we’re doing!

Pigs in this new program. | first became

aware of AmeriCorps from a newspaper
ad looking for people interested in environ-
mental issues and willing to work out of Port
Townsend. My interest quickly aroused, 1
clled and soon received information and an
application

The Olympic Peninsula program (oper-
ated by the Oregon-based Northwest Youth
umbrella), offered housing at the Fort Worden
State Park, 2 small living stipend, and a college
award of $4,725 after 1,812 hours of service
— about ten months. It all sounded 100 good
10 be true: Port Townsend was dose to my
home on Whidbey Island; I enjoy working
outsideand have always been concerned about
the environment; [ needed 2 job because I'd
been traveling for an extended period, and [
haven't been to college, so the education
award was appealing,

After sending in the extensive application
and enjoying a positive preliminary phone
interview, my next month was spent hovering
expectandy over the phone. As time dragged
on, though, I became convinced | hadn’t
gorten the job; I spent my hours pestering and

Iamoneofd\emnylhamndsofgmm

* complaining incessandy to my parents. Imag-

ine their relief when, two weeks before the
Job's starting date, the call came asking me to
report to Fort Worden on November 1. The
call was followed by a brief note, describing
what tobring and where to go on the first day.
My next two weeks were spent francically
packing, re-packing, and running around
buying new things (2 new job means it's time

to shop, right?).

ISLAND INDEPENDENT, OLYMPIC PENINSULA, WASHINGTON STATE
MARCH 2, 1995

THE

The day finally came when I took the ferr
over o Port Townsend w begin our first tw
weeks of orientation. | sill believe that firs
impressions are important, but I no loage
believe they'realways accurare. The AmeriCorp
volunteers that showed up that day were s
diverse, I had my doubts as to whether anyo
us had anyshingin common. There were huge
intimidating people and petite people wh
looked like 2 gust of wind would blow then
over; there were shaved heads and hair w the
in the comer. How could we redlly expect o
work and live together?

We were taken up to one of Fort Worden's
old houses, where all 40 of us were o live.
Perhaps predictably, some of our first lesson
were in conflict resolution and space manage
ment. We had to figure out special hours fo
the hackey-sack players to do their thin
without disturbing the readers and sleeper
downstairs; quiet hours in the evenings were
and sometimes still are, a major source ¢
conflict. Keeping the kitchen and the com
mon rooms clean, too, was a problem at firs

Orientation was 2 good tme for us «
scope out potential problems and get then
solved. We had many workshops on func
toning together as a team, developing leader
ship skills, and mainuining equality — les
sons that help a diverse group live and wort
together efficiendy. We also played 2 lot ¢
“get to know cach other”™ games; we tool
several field trips — exploring Port Townsen:
and Fort Worden, traveling to nearby range
stations, doing trash dleanups, and taking
couple hikes to learn about old-growth forest
and resident animals. Our first two week
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Jurv to
seek -
hydrant

Jury

Continued from Poge 1A

Conservation and Development
Office in Ruston is in the final
stages of obtaining the federal
funds to install the hydrants
across the state. The contracts
should be signed by the end of
this month and the materials
should be delivered during the
summer.

“Imperial Calcasieu RC&D
Office will overses the distribu-
tion of the dry hydrant mater-
ials,” said Beggan. “Technical
assistance during.dry hydrant
site location will be provided by
the local Natural Resources
Conservation Service office,
based in Jennings.”

Imperial Calcasies RC&D
will provide the following
materials for 35 dry hydrants:

~ 1 dry hydrant head
assembly

- 1 ell

— 2 supports

— 1 blue reflector

— 1 strainer

— 60-feet G-inches of Sche-
dule 40 ch_

—1 quart of paint per parish

— 2 mllons of epoxy per

The jury is being asked to:
- t a resolution stating

they would like to participate in
the statewide hydrant
project;

— Provide a parish-

sppointed coordinator; ;

— Provide the labor and
machinery necessary to install
the dry hydrants;

— de a sign, -ir “Fire
Department Fire ydrant
Number;”

— Maintain the hydrant, Le.
have the local fire artment
backflush the hydrant at least
once & year. o

“This project weald probably
provide a drastic cost savings in
terms of insurance premiums,
becsuse it counts toward
ratings,” said Lake Arthur jurer
Austin “Sonny” Abshire.

Sponsors for the project are
the Allen, Beau! Caleca-
sieu, Cameron and Jeff Davis
Parish police juries and the
Allen, Calcasieu and Gulf Coast
Scil and Water Conservation
Districts.



AmeriCorps program
making a difference

By Mark Watson
Staff reporter

AmeriCorps — a voluntary
service organization that has
been called the domestic version
of the Peace Corps — should not
be a liberal or a conservative
issue, Jool Berg 3aid Friday.

“Is it liberal or conservative to
improve rural fire protection?”
asked Berg, the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s National Service
director. “Is it Jeft wing or right
wing to improve the water sup-
ply for farmers?”

One USDA AmeriCorps pro-
gram is designed to build 35 dry
fire hydrants in each parish of
Louisiana. A dry fire hydrant

Alexandria Baily Toton Talk

makes it easier for fire engines to
pump water out of surface ponds.

Another program actively pur-
sued in central Louisiana is
Farm-A-Syst, in which farmers
learn how to avoid risks to well
water caused by various agricul-
tural practices.

In exchange for providing this
service, each AmeriCorps volun-
teer receives about $12,000 a
year, plus about $4,700 toward

college tuition — or has that

much lopped off his student
loans.

Berg delivered a pep talk to
Louisiana AmeriCorps members
Friday at the federal depart-
ment’s state headquarters in
Alexandria.

“This is not just another big
government giveaway,” he said.
“This is part of a big movement.
You are proving the doubters
wrong.

“The Washington press corps
is used to the old ways of pork,
large governrment programs, and
not expecting much from citi-
zens, and this is a program that
only works with citizen involve-
ment.

“People don't trust govern-
ment, and because people are so
cynical, that is precisely why
you are so important. You are
the link to bring government
back to the people.”

The program is fighting for its
fiscal life, as Republican con-
gressmen call for cuts in various
domestic programs.

“ AmeriCorps is going to live or

die, not based on lofty speeches In

from people like me from

Washington, or really because of

anything we really do in

Joel Berg: AmeriCorps is not
“another big government give-
away. This is part of a big
movement.”

Washington,” Berg told the
AmeriCorps members. “It’s
going to live or die based on what
you do.”

AmeriCorps has made a differ-
ence in Louisiana and the South,
said Don Gohmert, the USDA's
state conservationist for
Louisiana.

“They’ve brought a different
dimension than we were able to
provide through our ongoing
programs,” Gohmert said.

“For instance, we are assisting
with the statewide dry hydrant
project. We can provide the tech-
nical engineering support, but
we don’'t have the resources to
work directly with all the police
juries, volunteer fire depart-
ments and local people to tell
them about what they need to do
to bring dry hydrants to their
communities.

“It’s a real assistance to a state
like Louisiana, where we have
high fire insurance costs,
because we don’'t have fire
hydrants.”

Reducing the sprerad of fire fur-
thers Gohmert's mission to con-
serve soil. Burned forests result
in more soil erosion.
another program,
AmeriCorps member Aminul
Mahfuz, based in Pineville, helps
communities build timber
P Please see PROGRAM, D-2

Saturday
April 1, 1995
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Rural areas may get fire hydrants

gﬂmm

reporter
A Rapides Parish Police Jury
committee !o;tj;;eltmlnary
stepe Tuesday A program
dul:udtnmﬁnhydrmhw
raral areas.

Through the program, materi-
als for 35 dry hydraats would be
zrvvlded at no cost to the parish

Twin Valley Resource
Consernuon and Development
tchitoches.’

District in Na
The roug'.lury would be

ment and labor the
hydrants.
Tressa K. Lantz, an

AmeriCorps partlclpmt repre-

o

senting the district, lold jurors
that a dry hydrant is a non-pres-
surized pipe system which is per-
manently installed in a lake,
pond or stream in areas not ser-
viced by other

These hydrants can be used as

alternate water sources for vo)-
unleer fire departments in rural
areas and also for road mainte-
nance work, she said.

If the jury agrees to take part
in the program, Twin Valley
would provide pipes, hydrant
beads and strainers for 36 sites
around the parish, Ms. Lants

Momey for the materials is to
be provided by a grant from the

state Department of Natural
she although the

Once finalized, however, the
money would be allocated to
Trailblazer Conservation and
Development District in Ilnsl:on.
whjci is coordinating the project

Twln Valley is handling the

in 2§ parishes, inclod-
Ms. Lantz said.

e jury's Fire, Rural
Development and Agricultural
Affairs Committes

passed a reso-
lation in support of the project
and named Juror Richard

Billings, committee chairman, as-

coordinator of the project for the

parish.

putting tepetber @ commitice of
a ee

rural and fire chiefs In the

pl.rhhlnmupwlhﬂanl’or

the program.
He also said that the parish has
been pursuing a system of dry
hydrants for rural areas since

1992 when a map of potential
locations was put

Ms. Lants explained tht the
1993 program was contracted
;am t.he has

t program wow been
dnnpd to Trallblaser.

‘ In other matters, the Federal
Progruu Committee heard a
proposal from jury President
Myron Lawsoa for a grass-roots,
letter-writing campaign in oppo-
sithon to cuts in H-'u.'l
fanding t»A Job 'rnh::gl
Partnership Act programs
food and nutrition programe.

Lawson sald these proposed
cuts in soclal programs would
most hurt “the young, the poor
and the needy.”

Terry Bounds, parish director
of JTPA programs, said the
newly elected Congress hn
i g e M

mmmmma'aun-
mer program cotlld lose 500 to 689
jobcmm people, Bounds

mmmumum
funding for JTPA programs 15
years ago was 96 million. That

In light of the detrimental
impact the cuts could have to the
parish, Lawson urged other
jarors and the puhiic to take part

different coordinator and.

hthw-wrl
ulvirmtnl matters, th
Grant Coordinating, Personme
and Civil Service Commitle
heard a repoct on parish
cll:ng&n coordinator

Iu Moore said the city ¢
Pineville is in its fourth week ¢
a new curbside recycling pre
gram and is averaging 11 ten
per week. This amount coul
double once commercial bus
Desses begia adding their recy
clable materials to the program
she said.

In snother envirenmestal con
cern, Albertia Roshto of th
Tioga Environmental Actio
Committee read a tio
from her tion before th
Public Health and Lialso
Committee.

The proclamation stated ths
organization is not anti-bus

slale Department (]
Eavironmental Quality fro:
Jocating in =
In other matters, the commi
tees discussed creating a ne
I’uum.)unr logo, giving the pres
dent authority #o issue proclam;
tions for historical evemts and 1
recognize owtstanding citizens.
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ter Belt Honored
e AR YA
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recently unveiled at the nation's oldest shelterbelt
site in Greer County. Pictured, from left: Leonard
Graumann, director’ ©f the Greer County Conserva-
tion District; Buddy Cranford, president of the
Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts;
Nancy Deaver, director of the Oklahoma Community
Services Commission; State Rep. Jack Bonny; U.S. Rep.
Frank Lucas; and landowner Pat Curtis.

More than 200 people attended
a celebration in Greer County on
March 17 marking the 60th
anniversary of the first
shelterbelt planted in the nation.

US. Rep. Frank Lucas, many
state senators and rep-
resentatives, conservation
agency leaders, Civilian Conser-
vation Corps alumni, AmeriCorps
members and area residents took
part in the ceremony.

The shelterbelt was planted on
March 18, 1935 by CCC alumni
and others. Louise Phillips of
Chevy Chase, Maryland, wife of
the late George R. Phillips, was
on hand at the anniversary
celebration to recognize the con-
tributions of her husband and
the continuation of that work by
local members of AmeriCorps.
George Phillips planted the first
Australian pine in the shelterbelt
and was also the first state
forester in Oklahoma. ?

.............................

M e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e N e N N

Twenty USDA-Natural
Resources Conservation Service
AmeriCorps members are
currently working to renovate
and restore shelterbelts and
windbreaks in western Oklaho-
ma by removing dead and
diseased trees, clearing out
debris, piling brush foe wildlife
habitats and replanting more
desirable tree species in selected
areas. Three teams comprise the
20-member corps, with eight
members housed at the Wood-
ward office, six at Mangum and
six at Sentinel

Project partners include NRCS,
Oklahoma Conservation Commis-
sion, Oklahoma Association of
Conservation Districts, Oklahoma
Department of Agriculture-
Forestry Services, and the
Oklahoma Department of
Wildlife Conservation. Each
agency was recognized at
banquet ceremonies in Elk City
on March 16 for its contributions.

..................................................
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AmeriCorps:
will help at
Winter Shows

- AmeriCorps National Services
Organization enrollees will work
with the Red River Valley Winter
Shows at Crookston during the
Winter Shows February 17 - 20,
AmeriCorps members, wearing var-
ious symbals of their national ser-
vice program, hope 10 provide ne=d-
ed help 1o ensure that events run
smoothly. : s

In addirion to helping out the Red
River Valley Shows organization,
AmeriCorps will have booth space
exhibiting AmeriCorps mformation
and descnptions of the projects cur-
rently in proglgess in northwest
Minnesota. T[hese include the
Conservation Outreach project sta-
tioned out of Warren, Crookston.
Red Lake Falls, McIntosh and Twin
Valley: the .:tganiz Recreation Trail
project out of Thief River Falls and
?\3{: Valley: and the Ag-Wasic
project out of Thief River Falls. -

AmeriCorps will give a short pre-
sentntion at the Education (Emu)
Seminar located in the educational
Area on Sunday, February 19 at
11:30 a.m. doring the Winter
Shows, © " .- v wT S0

If interested in leaming more
about AmeriCorps and what mem-
bers are doing in this area or find
out how to help out with one of the
projects, stop by the AmeriCorps
booth at the Winter Shows, contact:
the local Natural Resonrces Con-
servation Service (formerly SQil
Conservation Service) office-to get
further infarmation.
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Fuel load project to begin in
Traverse Creek Watershed

A team of Americorp members have
been assigned to the United States Depart-
mentof Agriculture, Natural Resource Con-
servation Service, formerly the Soil Con-
servation Service. Their mission: to reduce
fuel loads in potentially critical forest lands.

The local team covers the area encom-
passing El Dorado, Nevada, Placer, and
Amador counties. The program is part of
President Clinton’s pilot Americorp legis-
lation, with projects of community service
and a motto of “getting things done.” The
program has been called the Domestic Peace
Corps.

The team members, headquartered in
Placerville, are working on the Traverse
Creek Watershed located inthe Georgetown
area. The participants will identify land-
owners and then set-up community meet-
ings and workshops. They will assist in
formulating individual plans according to
the various desires and needs of land use
from limited timber harvestto wildlife habi-
tat. They will also help develop incentive
programs and assistance funding.

District Conservationist Jim Kimmel has
two Americorp members 0 assist work
through his office: Aleta Apgar, a conser-
vation educator, certified teacher and former
viticulturist, and Jesse Haramati, a civil
engineering candidate in a joint University
of California Santa Cruz-Berkeley Program.
They work cooperatively with El Dorado
County's Georgetown Divide Resource
Conservation District and Soil Conserva-

tion Service.

As a team they unite their efforts with
Cliff Heitz, Auburn’s District Conserva-
tionist, and his representatives: Geologist
Carol Rutenberg and James Newman, a
wildlife management Humboldt State Uni-
versity graduate. Two other team members,
Christi Lyn-Maison, an agronomist, and
AltheaBrusin, an agriculture science gradu-
ate from Cal Poly, work under the tutelage
of Grass Valley's District Conservationist,
Ron Zinke. The project coordinator is Bob
Roan of High Sierra Resource Conserva-
tion and Development Area.

The anticipated success of this project
will minimize the impactof inevitable wild-
fires. Successful implementation of this
program will generate more Ameficorp
volunteers and inclusion of more water-
sheds in the fuel load reduction program.

The aim of this rural land development
project is to demonstrate a model of com-
munity interaction, cooperation between
federal and state and local agencies and
private landowners. Fhe reduction of fuel
loads and fuel ladders to reduce possibility
of catastrophic wildfires is one of the most
critical environmental issues currently be-
ing addressed in the foothills.
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Pittsfield survey findings ‘significant’

By Deborah Gertz
Herald-Whig Staff Writer

PITTSFIELD, Ill. — Look at

downtown Pittsfield as an em-
loyer, and it’s the largest one in
ike County.

The downtown area has 122
businesses, churches and fraternal
organizations and 674 employees,
based on findings from a recent
central business district survey.

“That’s significant,” said Robin
Hendley, the city’'s economic de-
velopment director.

“I had no idea there were that
many businesses in that small of
an area and that many employ-

The survey, done by Hendley’s
office and two rural development
team members from the Ame-
riCorps program through Two
Rivers Resource Conservation and

* Development, looked at a nine-
block area bordered by Memorial,

Jackson, Jefferson and Fayette °

streets. Interviews were done with
111 — 909 percent — of the
establishments.

“] don’t see how you can de-
velop any kind of strategy without
data and information to base it
on,” Hendley said. “It's a good

. AT A GLANCE |,

district survey include:
192 part-time.

spaces in parking lots.

The findings of a ;acent Pittsfield central business
B The district had 674 employees — 482 full-time and

B Employers classified the workforce as 54.9 percent
white collar and 45.1 percent blue collar.

W Seventy-one of the 111 establishments surveyed are
owner-occupied. Forty rent or lease the property.

B Retailers represented the largest group of employers
with 26 — or 23.4 percent of the total.

B Five commercial establishments — Kientzle Shoe
Store, the Pike Press, First Bank, Farmers State Bank and
Alexander Lumber — were established prior to 1900.

B Forty-nine of the businesses surveyed were established
since 1981, with 26 coming after 1990.

B Fifty-nine percent of the non-residential structures were
rated in good to very good condition. Forty-nine of the
buildings had the original facade.

B The district has 602 on-street parking spaces and 629

N

baseline, something good to start
with.” .
Business owners/managers
were asked about the product or
service offered, the year es-
tablished, employment levels,
classification of employees and

use of upper floors. The survey
also looked at structural roof and
facade condition and use of
basements. )

“It gives you a lot of informa-
tion,” said Mayor Rick Conner.
“Who knows what some of this

data will be useful for at a later
date?”

The survey, for example, could
help the city look at parking
needs, Conner said. “If the traffic
patterns continue, the city could
look at public/private partner-
ships ... leasing parking for cer-
tain hours.” .

Conner also pointed to the
number of businesses established
since 1990. '

“Eight or 10 years ago there
was a downswing in the core area
of the community and the council
became aggressive in promoting
the downtown area. Now it's
showing its full effects,” he said.
“] think we have an extremely
solid downtown area compared to
most communities our size.”

Business owners and managers
also take pride in their buildings.
“Over 50 percent of the buildings
are in good to very good (condi-
tion),” Hendley said. “They do
take care of them.”

Many business owners and
managers offered comments and
suggestions about the downtown.
“Thirty people were very happy”
with the area, Hendley said.
“That’s a real good sign.”



Of the 46 teams as-
signed to the U.8. De-
partment of Agriculture
(USDA) under the
AmeriCorps program,
South Carolina is host-
ing three.

AmeriCorps is the
new service initiative
described by President
Clinton in his inaugural
address and put into
operationshortly there-
after.. -, . o :
Sponsored by gova |
ernment agencies, | 4
AmeriCorps- provides

Amerlorps. makmg a difference

opportunities for-a di-
verse group of members
from varied ages and
backgrounds to serve
their country while receiving educational
awards and vocatipnal training in return.

In exchange for their year of service, the :
participants receive a living stipend, educa- ,
tional awards for college or vocational train- !

ing, basic health insurance, and, in some
cases, child-care allowances. The program

also benefits the participants by giving them |
lasting skills, experiences and training in a |

diversity of subjects.

Of the three teams serving in South Caro-
lina, the Rural Economic and Community
Development Service (RECD) was granted

15 members to concentrate on the south-
western Lowcountry of the state. U.S. Forest |

Service (USFS) received five and Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
received 20.

Based in Greenwood and Newberry, the |

NRCS put its first group to work on public

safety and community development. They '

spent six weeks on a road inventory in |

Edgefield County, creating a spreadsheet
database of data that supplemented an up-
dated road map of the county.

The second Greenwood group spent four
weeks on a stream coding project to upgrade
the state’s ability to gatherinformation about
the quality of streams, rivers and lakes.

Another group conducted a grassland sur-
vey in Abbeville County, while a final group
visited 16 farms to conduct water-quality
surveys in Newberry County.

The RECD teams are concentrating their
services on the southwestern Lowcountry,
while the USFS members are centering on
Williamsburg County.

Qualifications

Education backgrounds vary for the
AmeriCorps team members who are either

22

AmeriCorps volunteers John E. Morgan, ll, and Karen Kinard
test livestock lagoon waste water.

from the project areas or nearby countjes.
Mostly college and professional. school
graduates, the members’ expertise is
matched with theneeds of the rural commu-
nity they serve. .

The teams work to empower communi-
ties to help themselves by developing local
leadership needed to. assure community
planning activities that help-them reach
their goals.

These volunteers learn skills in commu-

nity and coalition building, strategic plan-

ning, environmental protection strategies

and communication enhancement.

USDA

Overall, there are more than 20,000
AmeriCorps volunteers in this service initia-
tive designed to address the.nptigR’s: m“‘
in_the areas.of education; hufian service, .
public safety and environmental needs from

~a community perspective.

The United States Department .of Agri-
culture recerved almost half of the 2 500"
AmeriCorps slots awarded to federal agen-

' cies, Of these, the 40 members assigned to

South Carolina are carrying out their as-
signed task.
USDA was set up by Congress as a
“people’s department to acquire among the
people of the United States useful informa-
tion on subjects connected with agricultyre.

. and to procure, propagate and distribute
among the people new: am! \rnﬁmblc secd&_
ang plants.” |

Ruralelectrification was mmally setupas
apartofthe USDA, andconnnues un.dgr{m: }
a

“I‘he USDA df today is Icadmglmeﬁbﬁ
to bring the AmetiCorps service program to
success, " said Mark Berkland, South Caro—
lina State Conservationist with the US

“The. USDA-AmeriCorps members ox
heipto geeds throughiqut America fora .
future built npen: mlnmmummd dommu-
nity service,” Mg ¢ontiued. / From material
gathered by Apgi Paulus. JA4 -
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School program features fuel reduction

As part of the community Communica-
tion Program for Fuel Reduction, the Edu-
cation Coordinator for Americorps, Natu-
ral Resource Conservation Service, Aleta
Apgar, has presented a series of ecosystem-
themed workshops to explain to students
grades 5-12 in El Dorado County the basics
of fire safety in our wild land-urban inter-
face.

The presentations are aimed at helping to
reduce catastrophic wildfires in our county
through community education. The public
school system currently endorses bothcross-
curriculum leaming and community aware-
ness. The education program emphasizes
things each student can do now to be aware
and help address this critical issue in the
Sierra Nevada foothills. Sharing with peers,
adults, and teachers the components of fire
safety at home and in our forests an impor-
tant facet of the series of presentations.

Reducing catastrophic fire is a goal with
which all of us can agree. The problem is
being addressed by agencies on the federal,
state, and local level, one of the issues
where we are seeing cooperation between
private landowners and government agen-
cies. .

Fl Dorado Unified High School was the
first school to be involved in this program.
Camino Opportunity School, Ponderado. is
lining upaschedule for March. SierraRidge
has expressed an interest in scheduling pre-
sentations. The Pollock Pines area was tar-
geted first to coincide with a community

action project co-sponsored by the KCD's
Mark Hicks, U.C. Cooperative Extension’s
Bill Frost, and the District 2 Supervisor,
Ray Nutting.

On Saturday, Feb. 11 there was a coop-
erative effort to make two lots in Sly Park
Hills a fire safe demonstration model.

Later in the Spring, Forest Service Rep-
resentatives are willing to do a school pre-
sentation to coincide with the Mormon
Emigrant Trail Fuel Break Burn as part of
the series’ thrust to expose students to the
high risks and prevention measures in our
region.

An outdoor environmental education
component, a casual vegetation survey of
the sites is also offered as part of the pro-
gram. By law, schools have fire defensible
space, but students do not necessarily un-
derstand what this entails. Theirownschools
are a good starting place.

In conjunction with the goal of making
the Traverse Creek Watershed fire safe it is
hoped the program will expand to the Black
Oak Mine Unified School District Schools.

Auny interested teachers in El Dorado
County wanting to schedule presentations
or desiring more information should con-
tact Aleta Apgar, Americorps, NRCS, 415
Placerville Dr., Suite M, Placerville, CA
95667, phone 632-‘I4 10.

-

It in hetter to have
old, necondhand din-
monda than none at all.

—Mark T'wain
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l AmeriCorps in

AZTEC - Four AmeriCorps work-
ers have set up shop in the Natural
Resources Conservation and Develop-
ment office in Aztec, N.M., while nine
more are working with the Council of
the San Juan Resource Conservation
and Development in Southwest Colo-
rado.

AmeriCorps engages diverse
groups of Americans in performing
service to meet human, environmen-
tal, public safety, and educational
needs in return for vouchers for edu-
cation, vocational training, or loan re-
payment.

The Department of Agriculture is
running three types of meriCorFs
teams — an anti-hunger team, a public
lands and environmental team , and a
rural development team. There are
1200 workers in the various programs
at 42 urban and rural sites nationwide.

The Aztec contingent is made up
of Ana Gomes, a natural resource spe-
cialist from central valley California
specializing in environmental anthro-
pology; Erick Aune, a natural resource
specialist from Detroit specializing in
natural resource development; Laura
Horochowski, an education informa-
tion specialist from Missouri special-
izing in fine arts.They will be focusing
on San Juan, McKinley and Cibola
counties. Anothe Americorp member,

Four Corners

Shantel Farnsworth, is working for
Rural Economic and Community De-
velopment, formerly known as the
Farmers Home Administration.

Nine AmeriCorps members are
working with the San Juan Resource
Conservation and Development, the
USDA Forest Service, Region 9 Eco-
nomic Development District of South-
west Colorado, the Southern Ute Tribe,
the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe and the
San Juan Forum.

Region 9 is up-dating its Overall |
Economic Development Plan. One
worker, Amy Callard, a graduate of
Colorado State University with a mas-
ters degree in business administration
and an undergraduate degree from
Fort Lewis Co ege, is up-dating data
through information gathered from the
Colorado Census Bureau, the National
Census Bureau, the state office of the
Division of Local Governments,
County Clerks and Chamber of
Commerces.

The information will be offered to
the public in written form, and through
the San Juan Basin’s new telecommu-
nications information system, SCAN,
the Southwest Colorado Access Net-
work, 259-9350. The information is
accessed by a computer with modem
and a telephone line. -
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'Participants from the Greater Jackson Youth Service Corps inspect a
horse trail they cleared in the Bienville National Forest near Hillsboro.

[

Learning to make it i life

room

l.sdof
The youths provided the labor needed for the national forest including
trail clearing and other maintenance.

Service corps helps at-risk young people

By Mary Jefferson
Clarion-Ledger Statf Writer —

It's far from a dream workweek:
25 hours at minimum wage and 15
hours of volunteer duty, much of it
heavy labor.

But for about 50 young people
like Eric Jackson, their toil is noth-

TODAY'S EXTRA

" Jackson, 20, is a member of the
Greater Jackson Youth Service
Corps program. In its fifth year,
the corps is an educational pro-
gram for at-risk males and females
16-23. While earning their high
school equivalency diplomas,
young people acquire self-esteem,
pride in their community and good
work and study habits.

“The whole program is such a

learning experience,” Jackson
said. “Itis not like anything I have
ever been involved in. It is wonder-
ful. The people over the corps real-
ly make sure you understand what
you need to in order to make it in
ufa.'.

The service program has three
facets:

B The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s Anti-Hunger Corps.

B The agriculture department's
AmeriCorps Public Lands Corps,
part of .the initiative signed into

law last September by President
Clinton.

B The Urban Corps.

Jackson, a participant in the
Public Lands Corps, said the pro-
gram not only provides him a
chance to improve his character,
but gives him support he needs to
continue his education.

“We work the young people for
one year on various copmmunity
service projects,” said Alfred Mar-
tin, Greater Jackson Youth Ser-

See YOUTHS, 10A
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i‘rom1A

rice Corps executive director. “Al-
 hough each site has different pro-
iects, our mission is all the same.
'Ne want these young people to be
: he best they can be.”

Members of the Urban Corps
i raveled Monday from Jackson to
iForest to work with the Public
‘Lands Corps at Bienville National
Forest. The workers are improving
23-mile Shockaloe Trail for the
spring arrival of horseback riders.

The two groups went to south
Jackson Wednesday and will be
there again today to work on demol-
ishing a vacant building and clean-
ing the lot at 5020 Gertrude Drive.

Public Lands Corps program co-
ordinator Richard Dolan said corps
members always make him proud.

“The attitude is always real
good,” he said. “They are all hard
workers, and one day they will be
able to bring their children to some
of the sites they have improved and
say, ‘See, Junior, I did that."”

He said one of the more impor-
tant projects his land corps com-
pleted was restoring an abandoned
building marred by graffiti and va-
grants.

“They got in there, cleaned it up
and painted it,” Dolan said. “The
Scott County Board of Supervisors
was 8o pleased with the initiative
and the work that they donated the
building to us for the next five years.
The young people deserved that.”

Dolan said before any work pro-
ject, students are briefed on the goal
and method of accomplishment. He

said when tools are to be used, class-
es are held to teach safety and prop-
er use.

“They have worked very well
here,” said Laura Garrison of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture's
Forest Service/Bienville National
Forest. “We have even pulled them
off this to do other projects.”

Garrison said Monday’s work
moved slower than usual because
urban students weren't familiar
with the terrain. She said the stu-
dents adjusted well and the groups
together did an exceptional job.

“The object is to develop team-
work as well as social interaction
among the rural and urban corps
members,” Martin said. “I think
there is nothing they cannot do. If it
addresses the mission, we will go for

it. They have probably done about
100 projects each year, everything
from planting plants to helping se-
nior citizens with maintenance on
their homes.

“The Urban Corps members even
helped the Jackson Police Depart-
ment stencil addresses on houses in
the Georgetown area.”

The students, who are paid bi-
monthly, will have completed 1,700
hours of work at the close of their
program term. Each student will re-
ceive $4,700 to go toward college or
to pay back a student loan.

Jackson said the program offers
many intentives, in addition to
helping members receive their Gen-
eral Education Development certif-
icates.

“They have taught me to respect

myself and others as well, and | am
thankful for that. Being a part of it
gave me a chance to redeem myself,"”
said Kenneth Walker, 19, who was
the first Urban Corps member to re-
ceive his high school equivalency
diploma this school year.

Members attend classes each
weekday morning before doing com-
munity service projects in the after-
noon. “They are being taught things
from life skills and parenting skills
to how to work well with others,”
Martin said.

. Mark Evans, 19, in the Public
Lands Corps for about six months,
said the program has “given me the
confidence I needed to do better.

“The program has really turned
me around. | am headed in a much
better direction now.”
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~ that there are four full-time AmeriCorps members here at Cal

| national service, you can help lift up America. There is so much
' to be done today, including teaching children to read, caring

.¢ ““The pro

COVER STORY

POLY POST, CAL POLY POMONA, POMONA, CALIFORNIA

AmeriCorps: Volunteers for America

By Mara Caitlin Roche
Poly Post Reporter

AineriCorps, the “brain child” of President Clinton, has
been in the news lately. Republican members in Congress,
notably Newt Gingrich, have recently mentioned it as a possi-
ble target for funding cuts. But, what you might not know is

Poly.
In the AmeriCorps application, Clinton states, “Through

for the sick, and keeping our streets safe and our parks clean.
Through AmeriCorps, you can help make America everything
it ought to be—a nation where all our citizens, whatever their
backgrounds, can live up to the fullest of their potential.”

The four students interviewed have had positive experi-
ences with working for AmeriCorps, though they are con-
cerned about possible cutbacks to the organization, due to the
congressional opposition. B

“There is funding for the first two years [for AmeriCorps]. (8
We are trying to establish a tradition of excellence so
AmeriCorps can continue,” said Jami Fisher, a senior in
Landscape Irrigation Science. “Because this is the first year—
we do need publicity. We're a lot like the Peace Corps—but we
deal more with the community.”

The group is currently working on a project for the Morongo Indian
Rescrvation, helping that community with a flood-water control project.
“We are able to provide the additional labor and technical assistance
needed on projects like this,” said Fisher. Fisher said that projects such as
this would normally have to wait months to get off the ground if the extra
assistance was not available through AmeriCorps.

Additional projects this past year have included developing waste-
management plans for dairies and environmental improvements for area
high schools. s

“We are working with pne high school, developing.a ‘demonstration
garden’ of native plants 6fi steep, rocky soil,” said Fisher.. ... .. ..
in Civil Engineer major. When asked to explain the difference between
Poly Corps and AmeriCorps Diep said, “They are both developed to help
the community. But the focus is different for AmeriCorps groups; Poly
Corps deals mainly with community service.”

In the application, Clinton continues, “. . . through national service
you will learn things that money can never buy. You'll join America’s

4 &

Mara Roche/ Poly Post

long tradition of great citizens—men and women of every race and reli-
gion who come together to build up our communities and our country.”

_W'hen asked hm.fxl.F he felt about the diversity of AmeriCorps, Kevin
Nguyen, a junior in civil engineering, said that he thinks it is important
because, “It’s not only friendship that we exchange, but we exchange our
cultural backgrounds as well.”

“Communication is a key to everything. Well, we’ve managed to work
in groups, and handle problems—we manage to achieve power in a
group,” said Adrian Gonzalez, a senior in Agricultural engineering.

Last week, the group had a surprise visit by Richard Rominger, acting
secretary of Agriculture. He fielded questions from the students, includ-

. e oy e ‘fhie questioniabl i 20,00 -
it is good for community service,” said Tai Diep, a junior Ing some abay( ftfe questionable suppost in Cangress for the 20,000 mem

“ her workforce.

“There are people who think it costs too much money, but it has bipar-
tisan support in Congress and it’s a high priority for the president,”
Rominger said.

Hopefully, students such as Fisher, Diep, Nguyen and Gonzalez can
show those in Congress that the work they do does make a difference.
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Group tracing pioneer paths

By Wiliam Saunders
Staff Writer

Several groups are working to make U.S. 25E and

U.S. 11W into a loorist ateaction for Tennessee.
TthmecWildumRoadwmmW
pioncer paths that follow the corrend routes, as well as
lfushllgllung area food, lodging and entertainment sites.
“We have a Jot of familics that came through here
years 8go when the area was being founded, and now
people come through bere looking to trace (beir roots,”
said Mary Rassell

., Clinch-Powc]l—Resour
Conservation and Development (RCAIY - Americorps.
The road begins at ElizabethtownSung through

Rogersville and ends at Cumberland Gap. “We're plan-
ning a map of the Wildemess Road with historical sites
on i, as well as food, lodging and a range of other
ilems,” she added. The map is scheduled to go o print
June 1.

The goal of the road, she said, is to highlight the his-
torical significance of the area, as well as 1o bring in

tourism.
“Our main goal is historical on,” she said.
“We've been writing granis (o preserve differeat sites

along the road. Also, the road will bring visitors to the
area with appreciation of the bistorical areas of
Teanessee, including but not limited to Daniel Boone.”
“The main trail will aftract visitors bere initially, and
offshoots from the trail will get them inlo surrounding
counties,” said Lindy Turner, Clinch-Powed RC&D.

“Our maln goal Is historical .
- preservation. We've been writing
grants to preserve different sites
afong the road. Also; the road will
bring visitors to the area with
appreclation of the historical areas

of Tennesses, including but not lim-
ited to Dandel Boone. ”

—Mary Russell

Area countics that would be directly affected by the
Tennessee Wilderness Road will be Claiborne,

The road program came abowt the combined
cfforts of Clinch-Powell RC&D, Northeast Tennessee
Tourism Council, First Tennessee Development District
and Middle East Tennessee Tourism Council

Russcll said the program was based on similar roads
in Virginia and Keatucky, such as the Danicl Boone
Heritage Trail in Kentucky. Such roads have been
proven 10 help boost economies in the communilies
through which they pass.

Road signs marking the trail are not in place, but
Ruossell sald they will be posied at a later date.



AmeriGorps assists Northeast Tennessee

AmeriCurpsis“gettingthings
done” in Northeast Tennessee.
Seven members of this new do-
mestic peace corps have taken
on the challenge to address hu-
man and environmental needs
in Northeast Tennessee commu-
nities.

AmeriCorps members re-
cently helped serve meals at the
Haven of Mercy in Johnson City.
This was one of many commu-
nity service projects they will
undertake this year.

Amy Crumley and Billie
Barlow are two AmeriCorps
members based in Johnson City.
They arepartofthe U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’'s (USDA)
Rural Development Team. Di-
rected by the USDA-Forest Ser-
vice, they are working in the six-
county Appalachian-Northeast
Tennessee Resource Conserva-
tion & Development (RC&D)
Area, which includes Carter,
Greene, Johnson, Sullivan,
Unicoi, and Washington coun-
ties. The Rural Development

Team’s objectivesinclude assist- -

ing rural communities with eco-
nomic development and natural
resources conservation.
Crumley and Barlow are as-
sisting the RC&D Council with
new and ongoing projects. They
are coordinating conservation
education programs for elemen-
tary and high school students
and organizing and promoting
recycling and hazardous waste
collection programs. They are

also developing promotional
materials for a local tourism
council. In addition, they will
assist the RC&D Forestry Com-
mittee with a wood waste as-
sessment.

The other five AmeriCorps
members in Northeast Tennes-’
see are also part of the USDA
Rural DevelopmentTeam. Their
projectsaredirectedby the Farm-
ers Home Administration in
Greeneville, Mountain City, and
Sneedville, and the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service
(formerly Soil Conservation Ser-
vice) in Morristown.

In addition to their assigned
projects, the seven AmeriCorps
members in Northeast Tennes-
see work as a “cluster” on com-
munity service projects of their
choice. Several membersrecently
helped serve meals at the Haven
of Mercy in Johnson City. The
cluster also plans to work on a
streambank protection project
andwould like to help with hous-
ingconstruction forthose in need.

The AmeriCorps National Ser-
vice Program is a grassroots ef-
fort to solve the problems facing
communities across the nation.
The AmeriCorps ethic is embod-
iedinfour phrases:gettingthings
done, strengthening communi-
ties, encouraging responsibility,
and expanding opportunity. The
program offers Americans of all
ages and backgrounds the op-
portunity to serve their country
and earn education awards in

return: Members serve a limited
term of nine months to a year.
They receive a living stipend,
and at the completion of service,
they are awarded an education
voucher for payment of tuition or
outstanding student loans.

The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) pro-
hibits discrimination in its pro-
grams on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, relifion.
disability, political beliefs an
marital or familial status. (Not
all prohibited bases apply to all
programs.) Persons with disabili-

HERALD & TRIBUNE Wednesday, December 21, 1994

rural communities

ties who require alternative
means for communication of pro-
gram information (Braille, large
print, audiotape, etc.)should con-
tact the USDA Office of Commu-

nications at (202) 720-5881.

(voice) or (202) 720-7808 (TDD).

To file a complaint, write the
Secretary of Agriculture, U.S.
Department of Agricuitura,
Washington, D.C., 20250, or call
(202) 720-7327 (voice) or (202)
720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an
equal employment opportunity
employer,

PAGE 5B

AmeriCorps member Amy Crumley, sponsored by the U.S.
Forest Service, has been assisting in the preparation of
mealstothoseinneed atthe Haven of Mercy in Johnson City.
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Clinch Powell Development Council
employing AmeriCorps participants

RUTLEDGE — The Clinch-
Powell Resource Conservation
and Devclopment Councll has
employed six AmeriCorps Par-
ticipants.

AmeriCorps Is President Clin-
ton's national service initiative
that allows young people to
earn money for school and loan
repayments while serving
critical needs in their commu-
nities. The Clinch-Powell RC&D
AmeriCorps are sponsored by
the United Stlates Forest Service
and Nalural Resource Conser-
valion Service to ald the rural
community.

The positions they are filling
arc Environmental Educalion,

Solid Wasle and Recycling Spe-
clalist, Recycling Specialist and
a Specially Recreation and
Tourism leam. Particlpants will
be working in the five counties
served by Lhe Council. Those
counties include Claiborne,
Grainger. Hancock, Hawkins
and Union,

Sarah Buchanan Is serving as
the Environmental Education
coordinator. Buchanan will
work in the schools conducting
various programs and aclivities
which incltude solid waste edu-
cation, a clean waler program,
Conscrvalion Camp.
Eunvirothon and Teacher
Inservice Workshops. Other
aclivities will include
ncwsletlers Lo area schools,
publicity of the environmental
education program and the
environmental resource library
maintained by the council.
Buchanan holds a BS degree in
Agriculture Communications.

Liz Upchurch is serving as the
Solid Waste and Recycling Spe-
clalist. Dutles will include devel-
oping exhibits and displays.
assisting solid waste boards,
education and a promotion
campaign to Increase recycling
and waste reduction, develop-
ment of a Buy Recycled cam-
paign and inlegration with the
Keep America Beautiful coordi-
nator and environmental edu-
cation activities. Upchurch is a
recent University of Tennessee
graduate in Geography.

Mikhail Delong, Mary Russell
and Jeremy Willlams are
serving as L(he Specially
Recreation and Tourism Teamn.
While serving these individuals
will be evaluating and

establishing a tourisin base for
the five counties served by the
council. The formation of a
regional advisory commitlee for
the projcct and working with
established tourism
commiltees will be the basis of
developing a long range tourism
development plan. Russell and
Willlams hold MS degrees in
Geography from UT and Delong
is a gcography graduale from
UT.

Steve Karnitz will be serving
as Recycling Specialist for the
Recycling Marketing Coopera-
tive for East Tennessce. RMCET,
located in Knoxville serves
thirty-four Easl Tenncssee
counties. Karnitz will be work-
ing on Lhe invenlory and
database management of recy-
cling programs, program design
and materials management.

Recruitment of members and
cducation of the public con-
cerning market and promotions
of recycling in terms of solid
wasle management will also be
addressed by the participant.
Karnilz is a Tennessee Techno-
logical Universily graduate in
chemical engineering.

AmeriCorps participants are
assigned to work 1812 hours
and are eligible to serve for two
years. Call the RC&D oflice at
828-5927 or 828-8354 lo find
out more about the AmeriCorps
program.

“The AmeriCorps program Is
helping RC&D to meel impor-
tant needs in the communities
we serve. The talents of the
AmeriCorps workers and their
dedication (o communily
service is an exciting addition to
our programs,” reports Lindy
Turner, RC&D Coordinator.
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AmenCorps succeeds in S.D.

HYHOBERTPUE
THE PLAINEMAN

(g i T
r Ne ngrich as “co-

erced volunteerism,” President
Clinten's Ameri program
hasburl a success in South Da-

said an official of the Natu-
'rul and Conservation
Service

“It has made a difference with
the communities that have been
working with the environment
here in South Dakota,” sald
Joycs Watking of Humn. who 1s
the director for the Natural Re-

. sources Conservation Service

- AmeriCorps team.

Last September, nine Huron
residents were sworn in as mem-
bers of AmeriCorps, a national
service organfization.

Among the members of the
Huron team are: Brad Bader,

AMERICORPS/srom page 1

:p. Shelli Meahnn,
Kmdn Sargent and Kerry Zihl-

Tm
allonated for NRGS 1o
kota, Watking said, Currently
mem-
in Huron, four in

and five in Nitchell.
In Clinton's by

tl-nnmls

] Mﬁ"‘ the fundn
tyl.;:r s parent mlmgy by

Sixteen of the 18 Ameri

of commumity service,

Watkine zaid. The other twop

members will receive 31':,‘0“‘ for

The wwkeum,a’]':mmdn Fren

hn!th care and a 34,728 oduu-
tional voucher for one

mmummuundh
college, vocational sducation or
to pay off college loans,

in Bouth Dakota, there
are AmeriCorps members work-
ing on the Rosebud Reservation
and on a YMCA m in the
Timberhkeml. atkina said.

MCO;)- members
m-kinc outgide of Huron have
been involved in conservation
::11: design mpsl. buﬁi'l’:xm -
an Areas m
and halnlng in stream bank sta-
bilization,” Watkins said.

She said Ameri AmeriCorps members
have also been collecting infor-
mation for the USDA's Natural

AMERICORPS / page 3

Resources Inmhry and doing '

conservation
on windhreaks and

South anouyauth.

*AmeriCorps members
wmm
vation than.uvinc
Lake project this
kins said. “They have
bring a lot of community aware-
mwmnmbm

tion

AmeriCorps
gram is a “valuable aid” to con-
servation work in South Dakota,

“1t ﬁm the Natural Re-
and Conservation Ser-

BOUrces

vice another tool to pmrm
environmental lﬂh:&-
what it means to Bouth Dlhott.

she said.

Along with AmeriCorps help-

. 55?2

programs.”
While Watking nid th-lr
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Colin Close of NRCS, knecling, shows Doug Buttke and his son Danny how (o use the
ammonia test kil

March 30 cut-off date for first-time assistance

Dairy Owners Check Out 'Ammonia Test Kits

As the water from the relentless January
storms draincd ofTthe land, AmeriCorps mem-
bers Colin Close and Julic Maggi donned
rubber boots and headed out 1o visit three of
Sonoma County's dairies. Working out of the
Natural Resources Conservation Service in
Santa Rosa, the two AmeriCorps members
have made themselves available to train dairy
farmers on how to use ammonia test kits,

The CHEMetrics kit, which produces test
results on location in just a couple of minutes,
is used 10°analyze the amount of ammonia
contained in a water sample. The derived
results enable dairy operators to locate any
potential problems. As dairymen Doug
Buttke, Jim Kehoe and Jack Dei, Jr., werc the
first to ask for assistance in learning how to
use the ammonia test kits, they were among
the first to receive one of the ten test kits that
were gencrously donated by the Gold Ridge

So far, all of the dairy farmers that have
been introduced to the ammonia test kit were
happily surprised to find the kit quick and
easy to use. It was also viewed by each dairy
operator (o be a valuable ool to help better
manage their dairy.

The test results may be a rewarding testi-
mony to the time, moncy and energy invested
in improving water quality upon a dairy.

Dairy owner Jack Dei, Jr., has made yearly
changes in management practices to better
improve his operation. Says Dei, “Using the
test kit is very valuable because now when 1
make changes I can monitor the improve-
ment of the water quality.”

Jim Kehoe, the dairy manager of Saint
Anthony's Dairy, says of the water quality
issue, “It's a tough subject that necds to be
addressed, but it all can't be done ovemight,

Kits
lems and do what we need to do to avoid
future problems.”

Appointments are still being made for any
dairy farmer interested in leaming to use the
ammonia test kit. Telephone calls to arrange
for first time appointments will be taken until
March 30, although follow-up appointments
will be accepted at any time.

Visits made, come rain or shine, are free
and confidential. For more information call
Colin Close or Julie Maggi at the Natural
Resources Conservation Service's Santa Rosa
field office, (707) 575-1409.

The AmeriCorps members wish o ex-
press their gratitude to Doug Buttke, Jim
Kehoe and Jack Dei, Jr. for their active com-
mitment 1o the water quality issue and for

their consent to use their names for this
article.

from page 1
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— Siafl Photo by LESe-Bath Sanger
AmeriCorps volunteer Brent Smith, 24, of Sentinel
packs dirt around a red cedar seedling as that will
be part of a windbreak.

From Page 1
ter belts on all sides. It also shelters wildlife,
from deer to turkeys.

Pat Curtis owns shelter belt No. 1 and re-
members her husband, the late Horace Curtis,
telling stories about helping plant the wind-
break to stop the blowing sand, which they
called “sugar sand” because of the way it
moved. _

Curtis’ father opened his land to the radical
shelter belt idea amid skepticism from other
farmers, Pat Curtis said.

“We were in a drought. There was no rain
coming in,” and farmers didn’t think the trees
would live, she remembered. “Some of the
farmers didn’t want to give up their land.”

But Horace Curtis didn't take his shelter
belts for granted, said Pat Curtis, noting her
husband’s protective attitude in taking care of
the nation’s first one.

“The years have taken some of them, but
those that are left are those that were planted
" 60 years ago,” Pat Curtis said. “That's some-
thing. For that, he just didn't want it de-
stroyed.” _

The windbreaks aren’t hard to spot on Okla-
homa’s landscape. Trees are planted in rows
and line edges of fields. Smaller trees are plant-
ed on the outside, the larger ones closer to the
field to provide the greatest protection. Fuller
trees, like cedars, often fill in gaps.

And if you stand inside one on a windy day,
you can hardly feel the breeze.

Sixty years after “No. 1,” a new group of
workers is renovating shelter belts in western
Oklahoma as members of AmeriCorps, the na-

tinonal cervire nroeram imnplementad lact vear
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Mangum Shelter Beh

Was America’s First

By Lillie-Beth Sanger
- Lawton Bureau

Col. Frank H. Shepard remembers
well the blowing sand and dirt that
gave Oklahoma a place among the Dust
Bowl states in the 1930s.

Shepard, 75, of Midwest City also re-
members the efforts in which he partic-
ipated to conserve the soil for Oklaho-
ma farmers by planting trees and
reshaping farml inds.

“The sand hal blown so hard it had
covered up all the fences,” Shepard
said. “You couldn't find the fences. You
couldn’t find the farm implements. ...
You could actually see the soil mov-
mg.”' \

At the time, he became part of the
Civilian Conservation Corps’ move-
ment to plant rows of trees — called

shelter belts — to serve as windbreaks:

for the farms losing soil to erosion.
CCC volunteers planted 2,000 miles

of shelter belts in Oklahoma alone, as
well as others from Texas to the Dako-
tas, said Dwain Phillips, a public af-
fairs specialist with the National Re-
sources Conservation Service in
Stillwater.

Their efforts he
Dust Bowl, he said.

The first shelter belt in the nation,
located near Mangum, was planted
March 18, 1935. It still has the same
trees, along with a few new ones.

On Friday, Shepard and other for-
mer CCC volunteers, state conserva-
tion officials and members of the
AmeriCorps volunteer service program
will celebrate the 60th anniversary at
the shelter belt.

The Mangum shelter belt, one of the
larger ones planted, is about 12 rows of
trees thick and provides the windbreak
on an isolated field surrounded by shel-

See TREES, Page 2

put an end to the

student loans and to learn more about the soil
conservation side of agronomy, his major at
Cameron University iy Lawton. ~

Since. September," he has cleared  debris,
chopped down;dead trees’ and ‘prepared the

The sHelterbelt where Smith works at Moon-
light Farm near"Sentinel, owned by Rusty Rig-
gin, now has just one row of tall trees because
high winds last summer destroyed many of the
others. :

Smith and his work crew began planting two
more rows of red cedar seedlings last week.

“It feels good to actually see what we've ac-
complished,” Smith said. Newer windbreaks
contain three to five rows of trees, unlike the
first one’s 12 or so.

Many farmers take the windbreaks for grant-
ed because they were planted so long ago, said
Linden Haygood, district conservationist for
the Conservation Service in Mangum.

“They’ve been here forever, and a lot of times
they (farmers) don't care for them the way they
should,” Haygood said.

He said that since the AmeriCorps program
began last fall, more have asked for their
names to be added to the waiting list.

The shelter belt celebration will begin at 10
a.m. Friday. The 20 AmeriCorps program mem-
bers in southwest Oklahoma, all, working
through the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
will be recognized, and U.S. Rep. Frank Lucas,
R-Cheyenne, and Paul Johnson, chief of the
Conservation Service, will be among the speak-
ers.

A Tineh will fallau
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PARTICIPATE IN COMMUNITY MEETING: Residents concemned about the future of Holly Grove
attended a Monday night meeting to discuss community issues. Mayor Lula Tyler and Americorps
Coordinator Renee Spurlock spearheaded the program. Parficipants listened to the concems of the
new mayor and then signed up to work on committees in various areas. Committees will be focusing
on the issues of health care, crime and drugs, city beautification, education development, economic
development, and recreation and tourism. The individual committees will meet on February 13
starting at 6:00 p.m. at the Holly Grove City Hall. For more information about servingona commitiee
contact Lula Tyler or Renee Spurlock.



AmeriCorps team works
to complete campsite

Tweaty AmeriCorps members . laHowe,accordingtoan AmeriCorps” ,* The Wilderness Programiis a
have been working hard for the past ¢ newsrelease. Thecampsite willhouse 23 successful part of the John d:alz
two weeks to complete a Wilderness a group, of students participating in. Howe curriculum. The school has
campsite for the children at John de the wildemess Programat de la Howe. Lidgaveral wildemness campsites avail-
o | "~ ' ablefortheir program. Ten students -
o “occupy each campsits. with-at les . -
@l - *wo counselors present at all times.*
The campsites are very basic, with
simple structures Nﬂ'ﬂtm
weded for. survival. The ‘spudents
participate voluntarily ‘in’ the " four-'
communication \with the soutside
g :ave the program with a better un-
" “carth around them. * 7 o5
- 7" AmeriCorps is a new national ser-
. vice initiative designed to help the
_+ rural communities of America in the
S - arcas of ‘education, human service,
A% . public safety, and eavironmental
‘ ‘needs from a community ‘perspec-'
S . tive, They targeta nine county project”
- area in South Carolina consisting of .

3T X PRSP Abbeville, Lauftns, "Greenwood, |
AMERICORPS DOES PROJECT ATDE LA HOWE~ e Lok, fed Al

program is sponsored in these areas -

AnAmaiCorpsteam,partofanatiomlwvieeiniﬁaﬁve,has .. by the Natural Resoyrce Conservay
been involved in a project at John de la Howe School in tion Service (NRCS) to represent t+
McCormick County. (AmeriCorps photo) ;s . “state and they will be duplicat in
. ' na ' other areas in the future.? Y1637 5 i
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Crews
working
it out

AmeriCorps gives
job experience

By Lee Peterson
Daily Bulletin

LYTLE CREEK — They wanted to
work, and they got what they asked for.

After a few months of chopping,
clearing, shoveling and sculpting, the
parcel behind the Lytle Creek Ranger
Station is more than halfway toward
becoming a multihabitat nature trail,
thanks to a team of AmeriCorps
workers.

The trail is just one of several
projects assigned to the AmeriCorps
workers hired by the San Bernardino
National Forest last October. In addi-
tion to the trail, tasks performed by the

various crews have included restoration
of fire-scarred wild lands, hiking trail
maintenance and graffiti removal from
picnic tables. ‘

“It’s hard work and it's somethjng I
enjoy,” said Barbara Hicks, a 26-
year-old Bloomington resident, who is
part of the nature trail crew.

Hicks, like many AmeriCorps work-
ers, joined the federally funded “domes-
tic Peace Corps” in its inaugural year in
order to gain work experience and earn
money toward education. The minimum
age for AmeriCorps members is 18, and
there is no maximum. The enlistees
serve for one year, with an option of
Joining for one more year. The National
Forest’s crews average age is 26.

In return for a $4,725 educational
grant and $4.23 per hour, the workers
are required to put in 40 hours per
week, show up on time and put in a full
day’s labor, said Jessie McIntire, a For-
est Service AmeriCorps team
supervisor,

Lazar Jackson of Rialto said he joined
the National Forest’s AmeriCorps
because he wanted to get more experi-
ence in forestry, as a possible career.
After almost three months in the corps,
the 22-year-old said he’s getting the
variety of experience that will help him
decide exactly what career to pursue.

Shannon McCallum of San Bernar-
dino is also part of the nature trail

See AMERICORPS/B2

AmeriCorpsiiom s

crew. "IT'm looking forward to
seeing it in five to six years
down the road when everything
grows in.”
" McCallum is also thinking
about “re-enlisting” in Ameri-
Corps next year, after this pro-
gram is completed in
September.
. But members of the Republi-
can majority in Congress have
mentioned AmeriCorps as a pos-
sible target of funding cuts.
* On a visit to Lytle Creek Fri-
day, Richard Rominger, the act-
ing secretary of Agriculture,
was optimistic about the con-
tinuing federal support for Ame-
riCorps, which employs about
20,000 people nationwide.
“There are people who think
it costs too much money, but it
has bipartisan support in

Congress and it's a high priority
for the president,” Rominger
said.

While there's plenty of sweaty
heavy labor to do in the
National Forest, AmeriCorps
workers have been assigned to a
variety of federal agencies and
do a wide variety of work.

The Inland Empire West
Resource Conservation District
has four AmeriCorps workers,
who are serving in a variety of
consulting, surveying and edu-
cational roles.

Administered through the
U.S. Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service, the workers are
helping dairies create manure
management plans, educating
the public on resource conserva-
tion and consulting on various
environmental projects,

Jami Fisher, a Cal Poly
Pomona landscape irrigation sci-
ence major, is going to school on
a limited basis this academic
year in order to make time for
AmeﬁCurE.)

By working for the Resource
Conservation District, she said
she'’s getting real-world experi-
ence in designing irrigation and
consulting on other projects.
That experience will help when
she starts looking for a job upon
graduation in 1996.

“It's not just going out carry-
ing tools and doing the hard
grunt work,” Fisher said.

The district's other Ameri-
Corps members include two Cal
Poly civil engineering students
and a Cal State San Bernardino
environmental studies and geog-
raphy major.
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i GREENV!LLE Ten AmeriCorps vulun-
teecrs (n the Delta will spend the year trying (o
improve bridges, sewer systems and recycling
programs in an efTort Lo improve the general
quallw of life among residents.

AmeriCorgs:is President Clinton's new na-
liomﬂ service program, involving 20,000 Am-
ericans, 17 and older.

Volunteers receive money at the cnd of the
year of service, which began in September.
They can use the money.to (urther their edu-
.cations or.pay back: student loans.

The 10 volunteers are stationed throughout
the Delts, In Greenville, Greenwood; Belzoni,
Clwollnd and Stoneville, accordlns to team
leadar Cassandra McClure,

* “Each membar hu dit‘l‘erent objectlvns,"
McClure s3ld. . .

~1n Grccnvllln for lnsunne. Wandra Ar-
rlnmn and Jethro Hendarson hope to obtain
‘grants:to help fund local recyeling programs
already In place in Washington, Issaquenn
and ‘Sharkeay counties. -
. “We're warking with local leaders and puh-
lic.oMclals in the area to:expand, ‘evaluate
and work with cxisung projects, i Amngmn
-explained. -

Another. volunloer isan asslstant forester;

MID DELTA _BRIEFS
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two in Cleveland gre working on Lthe sewer
systems; and the Belzoni team is evalaalingt
the safely of timber bridges to find out wlich
ones need {0 be [xed, McClure saitdl.

The Northwest Resource Couscrvation sl
Development Area in Staneville ucts as the
sponsar for the program. Part of the fuederul
Soil Conservation and Developmoent Sceivied:,
the non-profit agency works on 1rural devet-
opment programs in the Mississippi Della.

Throughout the year, volunteers alzo hupe
(o Inltiate other projects related 1o education,
public safety and human and environmental
neceds.
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~ "We've gof people in
the aregw that %e no well
water. They're stll havirg
fo haul water.”
~— Richard Colemen

Americorps sees
progress on plans

THE BOLIVAR COMMERCIAL
BOLIVAR COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

JANUARY 28, 1995

for wéter system

R

Local membess of the Americorps program aee progressing
with plam 1o help establish ¢ watcr system in the northwestorn
part of Beliver County,

Lebrunski Richatd and Andres Clask, Bolivar County mem.
bers of the Clintm Administration's Americsms program,
txpiained that they have been going door to dor in the north-
western rucal arcan of the county to eolicet infarmation fram res.
idents in their efforts to get the North Botivar Coonty Rural
Water Associstion system jomp-slarted.

"We've talked fo more Than 1S people living in the aren just
north of Merigotd te just south of Maund Bayow,” Richard <aid.
“Sp far, h.:he beent preﬂiy suceesstul. Frople scem to be inferested

- 2 t “

, Richurd explained that resideald living in thix arca must
© presently go through a difficult, lime consuming amt expensive
procedust % nipply themselves with o safc water supply.

“Most rural humeowares must have additives — mastly sall
~— added 1o theit walet 10 putily it,* he said, “These wckiitives
‘cont? i 20 or 25 pound bags, and that is ton much for oider
vues] homevwners (o haodle theraselves every fow weekn,”

Richard Coloman, District 3 Supervisor of Bolivar County,
el.fl.nmd that the work Chark and Richard are perfurming is ma
only valuable to the water association area, but to Ui county as
well ' :

“Oh, I think fhat this is un txcellent deal for the the area in

. thiel we're not having to pay somebody isc to comduct this
imuch-veeded survey,” Coleman said, “And it's n way to give
Labtunski and Andree sume on-the-job expericnce.”

*" The surveys being conducted by the Americoms mtmbers s
vitdl to the application fur grant moniea for and axtablishment o]
‘the Norh Bolivar Comty ﬁm’al Water Association, Colomar,

‘% had some areas that were nat well convinced that they
wantcd o join (he water association,” he said. “Somchow, they
had been missed in carfier sarveys, Bet Andrea and T chrunski
e AW cenvasting the arca smd updating e rosker of folks (o
be inclgded in the association.

“Many of the members frave been g bit disgrunticd hecyuse we
lmven’t gotten aor application to the Rural Bconomic and
Community Devel t folks yet, hut oar problem has been
that one of the R ctiterinn i¢ that we Bave four to five uscrs
per mite signed up. That's wiet Lebrunski and Andres wre doing
now —— mmakiitg sure that we meet these requitements ™

& Americorps, S¢e Page 12

§

Americorps
B From Page 1

Membership into the water
asmociation ic §23 and the cop
necting fee is $15, Coleman xaid,
adding that monthly water bills in
lshcs association shoutd run around

15

“Thats a  resl bargain,*
Coleman said. “when you consid.
er that you're not coly getting safe
drinking water, hut consistent
walcr picssare, (0,

“We've got people in the area
that have no well water. Theyre
shill having 1o hsul water,”

Coleman noted that Richard and
Clstk shoald he resdy to present
the door-to-door data they've cal-
lected Thursduy evenmg during
the Nomb Bolivar Cobrty Rursd

Water Acsociation.
Ry
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AmeriCorps

Continued from 1-B

know there are good people who
live in this state. There are a lot
of positive things going on here.”
Reaching young women with
a positive message is one of
Shelly's goals in Natchez.

“I want to tell young women in
high school that it is nice to have
a boyfriend, but they need to get
an education and think of them-
selves, think about their future
and go for it. If he loves you, he'll
stay with you. Don't rush your
life. Do something for your com-
munity. If you do it, will come
back to you.

* My philosophy is if everyone
Would do one act of volunteer
work for his community, this
world would be a lot better place
to live. We won't have to worry
about violence or drug problems
or teenage pregnancy. We have to
live in this world together, we
might as well work together.”

Shelly credits her parents,
Andy and Mary Ellen Foutz, for
ra.tsing her in a Christian home

iving her a solid foundation
on w ich to grow and mature.

“My dad taught me how to be
assertive and not just lay back.
He taught me not to hurt people
but to go for what I wanted. My

mom taught me to reach for the
 stars. She raised me to be myself
and to never lose sight of my
identity. I love my mother and
have to give her all the praise.
She’s the best thing that ever
happened to me. She's my bes.rr
friend.”

Shelly said changing the world
negds to start with cbangmg atn»
tudes

~ “We have become a me
nation. If people would stop their
selfish attitudes, reexamine their
lives and think about someone
else for a change, then they could
lift their neighbors up instead of
kmkmg them when they are_
down.”

She added, “It only takes one
person to get 'the spark going; it
takes one person to get the ball
rolling. I used to be a pessimistic
person, but pessimism doesn’t

*hange anything. Optimism does.
1 know things can happen if peq
ple want them to happen. If I mﬁ
make a difference in just one per-
son's life because of my work
with AmeriCorps, then all the
work has truly been worth it.”

For more information on the
AmeriCorps program, ¢all 1-800-
880-4183.
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"A Celebration of the Land," held recently at the Blue Creek Nature Center In
Waverly,Includedabout 1 000 Humphreys County third-sixth graders wholearned
about such things as farming and water conservation. Shown above, front row,
fromleft are Ryan Stewart and Jessica Patterson. Middle: Justin Lambsitting on
'Precious’ the cow, and Jessica Moore. Back: Jerry Lamb, Darrell Duncan and

Odell Poyner.

Celebration of the Land

About 1,000 Humphreys
County third-sixth graders
were guests at Blue Creek Na-
ture Center April 20-21.

The two-day event was held
in conjunction with the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation
Service month long obser-
vance, “A Celebration of the
Land.”

Hosted by the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service,
AmeriCorps and the
Humphreys Soil Conservation

District, “Celebrate the Earth”
gave students the opportunity
toleamn abouttopics from farm-
ing to water conservation.
Over 15 agencies and busl-
nesses that deal with the con-
servation of natural resources
and the environment were
present with educational dis-
plays and activities. Likewise,
the students were treated to a
livestock show by local 4-Hers
and a nature walk on the trails
of Blue Creek Nature Center

by volunteers.

Humphreys Conty School
Superintendent Enid Barber
said, “Celebrate the Earth was
an outstanding day for the stu-
dents of Humphreys County.
The students wese exposed to
experiences thal they would
normally not encounter in the
classroom. It washeartwarm-
ing to see the community vol-
unteers and varkas agencies
jointogethertoedrate the stu-
dents of our coumy,”
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AMERICORPS RALLY: Charleston, S.C., Police Chief Reuben Greenberg talks to a group of teeng = » 2

after speaking at the Americorps Rally on Saturday. 2] g
=
.-

Teens hear messages about 2

keeping community values

By MICHAELA GIBSON
The Natchez Democrat

A nationally known author and
police chief urged people attending
a Americorps Teen Rally to no
longer accept excuses for crime.

Charleston, S.C., Police Chief
Reuben Greenberg stressed the
importance of a community-value
system and accountability for
criminals, instead of blaming soci-
ety for creating criminals.

“Values are something all of us
need to pay a little more attention
to,” Greenberg said. ""We've creat-
ed a system of no fault crime.”

Greenberg, who wrote “Taking
Back the Streets, said that commu-
nities, told the teens and adults
attending the Americorps rally that
the community was vital to
reestablishing values and taking
away excuses such as lack of edu-
cation from criminals.

“If we exempt (the criminal), we

become a society of endless excus-
es,” Greenberg said.

Greenberg and the other speak-

ers talked to teens about the prob-
lems off violence, drug use and
teen pregnancy at Saturday Ameri-
corps Teen Rally. Americorps vol-
unteer Shelly Foutz-Lowe, the
rally organizer, said she was
pleased with the audience’s
response 1o the rally.
“The people here have been
dynamic in their respofise,” Foutz-
Lowe said. She estimated about
120 teens and adults were on hand
for the rally put together by Ameni-
corps volunteers from around Mis-
sissippi. .

“The crowd may be small, but
the results can be big,” Mayor
Larry L. “Butch™ Brown told the
audience gathered at the Natchez
Convention Center.

“It was worth coming out for,”
said Katrina Harmmis, a student at

Natchez Middle School.
people should have come."”

The organizers brought in speak-
ers from different disciplines o
give the rally participants their
viewpoint on the problems facing
teens.

“As long as we've helped one
individual, we're pleasec,” Betty
Oliver, state coordinator for U.S.
Department of Agriculture Ameri-
corps volunteers.

Foutz-Lowe said she hopes the
teens who attended the rally will
continue the dialogue begun at the
rally. “It's important for them to go
home and talk to their parents.”

In addition to Greenberg, Ameri-
corps rally participants heard from
WLBT anchor Maggie Wade, who
talked about the importance of
self-esteem.

Americorps volunteers from
Louvisiana and Arkansas also
helped to put oh the rally.

“More
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: GREENVILLE Ten AmeriCorps vnlun-
‘teers n the Delta wijl spend the year trying to
improve bridges, sewer systems and recycling
programs in an effort to improve the general
qunlity of life arhong residents. :

AmeriCorps:is President Clinton's new na-
l.ion al servica program, :nvolv{nz 20 000 Am-
ericans, 17 and older.

Volunteers receive money at tha cnd of the
year of service, which began in September.
They can use the money. to (urther their edu-
-éntions or.pay back: student loans.

The 10 volunteers are stationed throughout
the Delta, in Greenville, Greenwood; Belzoni,
Cloveland and Stoneville, accord!ng to team
leader Cassandra MeClure.

- “FEach membar hc.s diﬁ'ﬂrent objectivas,"
MeClure. uld

~In Groe.nvtlla, for Instance. Wandm Ar-
fington-and Jethro Hendersen hope to obtain
grants:to help fund local recyeling programs
already in place in Washington, Issaquena
and SHarkey counties, :
. “We're warking with local !cadem and puh-
Ilc officials in the area to.expand, evaluate
and work with existing pro;ects.“ Arnngtan
explained, -

Another. volum.ecr is an assistant forester;

T
’Exu TG

two in C[cve]and gre working on (he gewer
systems; and the Belzoni team is evaluialing
the safely of timber bridges to find out which
ones need Lo be fixed, MeClure said.

The Northwest Resource Conservation and
Development Area in Stoneville icts as the
gponsar for the program. Part of the fuderal
Soil Conservation and Developmoent Sevviee,
the pon-profit agency works on rurg] devet-
opment programs in the Mississippi Delta

Throughout the year, volunteers also hope
{0 initiate other projects related 1o education,
publie safety and human and envirenmental
needs.



By Mary Jefferson

B The program allows
enrollees to eamn a diploma
while learning to work.

Clarion-Ledger Statf Writer

heavy labor.

It's far from a dream workweek:
25 hours at minimum wage and 15
hours of volunteer duty, much of it

But for about 50 young people
like Eric Jackson, their toil is noth-
' ing compared with their reward.

horse trail they cleared in the Bienville National Forest near Hillsboro.

Service corps helps at-risk young people

TODAY’'S EXTRA

Jackson, 20, is a member of the
Greater Jackson Youth Service
Corps program. In its fifth year,
the corps is an educational pro-
gram for at-risk males and females
16-23. While earning their high
school equivalency diplomas,
young people acquire self-esteem,
pride in their community and good
work and study habits.

“The whole program is such a

-Panicipan!s from the Greater Jackson Youth Service Corps inspect a The youths provided the labor needed for the national forest including

trail clearing and other maintenance.

learning experience,"” Jackson
said. “Itis not like anything I have
ever been involved in. It is wonder-
ful. The people over the corps real-
ly make sure you understand what
you need to in order to make it in
life.”

The service program has three
facets:

M The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s Anti-Hunger Corps.

M The agriculture department’s
AmeriCorps Public Lands Corps,
part of the initiative signed into

law last September by President
Clinton.

M The Urban Corps.

Jackson, a participant in the
Public Lands Corps, said the pro-
gram not only provides him a
chance to improve his character,
but gives him support he needs to
continue his education.

“We work the young people for
one year on various community
service projects,” said Alfred Mar-
tin, Greater Jackson Youth Ser-

See YOUTHS, 10A
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sice Corps executive director. “Al-
 hough each site has different pro-
iects, our mission is all the same.
‘Ne want these young people to be
: he best they can be.”

Members of the Urban Corps
i raveled Monday from Jackson to
Forest to work with the Public
'lLands Corps at Bienville National
Forest. The workers are improving
23-mile Shockaloe Trail for the
spring arrival of horseback riders.

The two groups went to south
Jackson Wednesday and will be
there again today to work on demol-
ishing a vacant building and clean-
ing the lot at 5020 Gertrude Drive.

Public Lands Corps program co-
ordinator Richard Dolan said comps
members always make him proud.

“The attitude is always real
good,” he said. “They are all hard
workers, and one day they will be
able to bring their children to some
of the sites they have improved and
say, ‘See, Junior, I did that." ”

He said one of the more impor-
tant projects his land corps com-
pleted was restoring an abandoned
building marred by graffiti and va-
grants.

“They got in there, cleaned it up
and painted it,” Dolan said. “The
Scott County Board of Supervisors
was so pleased with the initiative
and the work that they donated the
building to us for the next five years.
The young people deserved that.”

Dolan said before any work pro-
ject, students are briefed on the goal
and method of accomplishment. He

said when tools are to be used, class-
es are held to teach safety and prop-
er use.

“They have worked very well
here,” said Laura Garrison of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture's
Forest Service/Bienville National
Forest. “We have even pulled them
off this to do other projects.”

Garrison said Monday's work
moved slower than usual because
urban students weren’t familiar
with the terrain. She said the stu-
dents adjusted well and the groups
together did an exceptional job.

“The object is to develop team-
work as well as social interaction
among the rural and urban corps
members,” Martin said. “I think
there is nothing they cannot do. If it
addresses the mission, we will go for

it. They have probably done about
100 projects each year, everything
from planting plants to helping se-
nior citizens with maintenance on
their homes.

“The Urban Corps members even
helped the Jackson Police Depart-
ment stencil addresses on houses in
the Georgetown area.”

The students, who are paid bi-
monthly, will have completed 1,700
hours of work at the close of their
program term. Each student will re-
ceive $4,700 to go toward college or
to pay back a student loan. .

Jackson said the program offers
many intentives, in addition to
helping members receive their Gen-
eral Education Development certif-
icates.

“They have taught me to respect

myself and others as well, and I am
thankful for that. Being a part of it
gave me a chance to redeem myself,”
said Kenneth Walker, 19, who was
the first Urban Corps member to re-
ceive his high school equivalency
diploma this school year.

Members attend classes each
weekday morning before doing com-
munity service projects in the after-.
noon. “They are being taught things
from life skills and parenting skills
to how to work well with others,”
Martin said.

. Mark Evans, 19, in the Public
Lands Corps for about six months,
said the program has “given me the
confidence I needed to do better.

“The program has really turned
me around. ] am headed in a much
better direction now.”
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A test you can’t fail

Confidential assessments of risks to
your farm’s water quality

BY STEVE FAIRCHILD

voluntary program
called Farm-A-Syst is
bringing rural water
sources and manage-
ment of possible pollutants
into the spotlight. The program
critiques how farmstead prac-
tices might affect ground water
and is reminding farmers that
they have some control in the
purity of their water.
Farm-A-Syst, an extended
acronym for Farmstead Assess-
ment System, doesn’t scruti-
nize field crop practices. In-
stead, the program concen-
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trates on potential problems on
the farmstead — petroleum
and pesticide storage, manure
management, and others.

A Farm-A-Syst evaluation
is no more than a series of 10
worksheets. The worksheets
use a ranking system for risks.
The pesticide storage and han-
dling worksheet, for example,
catalogs what is good and bad
on the farmstead: how much
pesticide is stored on the farm?
Is downslope from the well?
Are pesticides stored on imper-
meable surfaces? Is there an
anti-backflow device for the
waterline used to mix pesti-

cides? The hazardous waste
worksheet looks at disposal of
cleaners, solvents and other
possible contaminants.

Farm-A-Syst is a national
effort, but each state has a dif-
ferent approach. Missouri’s is
unique because it is one of the
few that uses AmeriCorps vol-
unteers to deliver the program.
AmeriCorps is a program
championed by President
Clinton that aims to resemble
a Peace Corps here at home.
Volunteers in AmeriCorps re-
ceive a living allowance and
a stipend to be applied to-
ward education.

David Myers, the
AmeriCorps Volunteer sta-
tioned in Boone County, says
much of what he finds during
his farm assessments is easily
corrected.

“After you've been on the
farm a long time, working ev-
ery day, you get busy and just
don’t think of some of these
things. This way, we can leave
it in writing and the farmers
can look at the package when-
ever they want to.”

Before going on a farm visit,
Myers does some background
work, checking the farm’s soil
types at the National Resources
Conservation Service. During
the farm visit, he likes to spend
20 minutes walking the farm-
stead with the owner. Myers and
the farmer fill out the
worksheets together. Myers ada-
mantly points out that no one
but he and the farmer see the
finished assessment.

As farmers show they are
concerned about the environ-
ment. we'll probably see more
programs like Farm-A-Syst.
Because it’s voluntary and con-
fidential, it could be a good
way to make sure a farm is able
to continue to meet regulatory
requirements.

Farmers interested in par-
ticipating in Farm-A-Syst
Shmtld contact lhu'r [ocnl ex-
e Wa-
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By Tsmmy Tucker
Staft wiiter

After the Moodwalers recede, SL Charles County farmers will con-
centrate on pulling their lives back Lo%culcr. And they may gel some
help with assessing damage and completing paperwork.

Trish McCracken, an AmeriCorps volunleer in St. Charles County,
will be available o help flood-stricken farmers oomplcte those Lasks.

AmeriCorps is the national version of the Peace Corps under Presi-
dent Clinton’s domestic plan. 2

blcCracken, who works oul of the Soil and Water Conservation
District office in St. Charles County, ks vne of many volunteers
around the counlry setting up programs and performing community

NEWS

VOludnteer offers to assist farmers after the flood

service. She is onc of 12 AmeriCorps volunteers In Missouri who arc
doing work for the V.S, Department of Agriculture.

MeCrackeu said that once the floodwaters recede, she would be
busy helping farmers so thal lhey can salvage what they can from
this year's crops.

“I'm going to be helping themn past the red tape," she said. “I'll do
their paperwork, visual exams, and anything else that is required.
I's my job to help the public.”

But, silc said, "We can’t do anything unti) the water goes down. |
don’t know yel what kind of assistance would be avallable.”

McCracken said no speclal crileria exist for the farnters to seek
her assislance.

“Hopefully, they can try and get their cropa out al the last minute
or worry aboul other farm land they mighl have," McCracken said.

$t. Charles Journal
St. Charles, Missouri
June 14, 1995

Fege 2A Sundey, June 11, 1995—JOURNAL
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flood

S Man wortying about the

| U.S. Ag secretary assures farmers of flood assistance

County Executive Joe Ortwerth (lef0) accumpanies U.S. Secretary
‘of Agriculture Dan Glickman on a visil to Defiance Friday to
discuss federal assistance flor flood-weary farmers.

By Tammy Tucker
Staff writer

US. Secretary of Agricullure
Dan Glickman visited Defiance
Friday lo assure llood viclims
that lhe federal government has

. nul forgolien aboul them.

Glickman discussed the recent
flooding situation with local
farmers, AmeriCorps volunteers
from arvund the state and Coun-
ty Execulive Joe Ortwerth.

Ortwerth told Glickman Lhat
aboul 43 percent of SL. Charles
County hes in a (loodplain. Much
of tho land in the floodplain Is
farined.

Two of the pasl three rcm
have been ones for farm-
ers because of (looding,.

Glickman sald the Girsl goal of
the tederal govert menl must be
to helq_h(armcrs gel through this
year. The second, long-term goal
would be o raise levees in flood-
plain arcas.

However, Glickman cautioned
that achlevement of -thal goal
depends on varlous factes.

“Some lhings get dm ' more
easily than others,” C...kman
satd. “One problem '« that
nobody Ia truly in charge, thoupgh
the Corps (of Engineers) Is prob-
;Il;ly more in charge than anyone

e.l|
* Glickman said the Department
of Agricultuee needs lo fook al
the value of the Jand and lts
duction before committing to
any kind of financing for the

raising of levees.
“l don'l know enough about
levees Lo know whal exaclly
oes into U, Glickman said, 1
know that taxpayers' dollars
are geing oul to pay for assis-
lance. There's a lol of revenue
used lo pay for disaslers when

they eccur.”™
Ortwerth sald he was
“‘exlremely impressed' by

Glickman's commitment lo help
farmers slricken by the food.
“We have conlinued Lo be dis-
mayed by the elforls of lhe fed-
eral 5ovemmenl W help the
fluoded areas," Ortwerth said.
“Bul It's clear that he (Glick-
man) ls aculely aware of the
here in the ovunty."
Ortwerth said he hoped Glick-

man's visil would result In het-
ter prolection for the county's
flocdplains,

“We can only hope for a more
cohierent plan to raise the levees
to allow {or prolection where (he
bottomlands are  heavily
facmned,” Ortwerth said. “Even
a moderatle raise in the fevel of
the levecs would be better.”

As Glickman looked al the
floadwalers surrounding the
Kaly Trail, he expressed amaze-
menl.

“This vast area of water
shocks me,” Glickman gaid.
“The soope of the waler brings
home the scope of this disaster.
Butl we will do our best lo get
the farmers through this flood.”
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Program can help rural residents
determine: Is your drinking water safe?

A voluntary and confidential
program called the Farmstead
Assessment 'System can help

farmers and rural residents de--

termine how safe their drinking
water is. The Farm *A* Syst, as
it is more commonly known, is a
tool that can be used to assess
the possibility of groundwater
contamination.

The Farm *A* Syst is made
up of seven worksheets that look
at drinking water well condition;

pesticide, fertilizer and petro- °
leum storage; household waste- °

water management; hazardous
waste management; and animal
manure management. It also
looks at the soil type present at
the farmstead.

After the worksheets are com-

pleted, recommendations are
made for any activity that
showed a high-risk potential for
groundwater contamination. The
assessment only takes one hour
and can be beneficial even to
those who no longer use well
water.

Here in Missouri we have five

_AmeriCorps members who are

assisting rural residents in com-
pleting the Farm *A* Systs. Tara

Richardson has been assigned to
the Callaway County Extension
office to work in Callaway,
Audrain and Osage counties. So
far, Tara has worked with 35 ru-
ral residents in performing
Farm *A* Systs. She is hoping
to do a total of 80 Farm *A*
Systs before the end of August.
For more information, contact
the Callaway County extension
office at 573-642-0755.



AmeriCorps
worker calls
program a
‘good deal’

ly LISA YORKGITIS
Jews Tribune

Earlier this year, Ed Gillmore of Jefferson City
-as exploring ways to continue working with the U.S.
‘epartment of Agriculture when he found out about
:menCorps, the new national service program.

The nation: ! program enables him to earn a living
tipend for about 10 months’ work as well as $4,725
i tuition or loan payments. Plus, he said, it will give
dm-oan edge in case a full-tme job becomes avail-
Lle,

“It's a good deal,” said Gillmore, 31, a father of two
wls who became an AmeriCorps worker in October.

As an animal sciences graduate from the Univer-
ity of Missouri-Columbia, Gillmore said the educa-
on award will help repay his loans. He also is
onsidering graduate school.

Gillmore works in Cole, Callaway and Osage coun-
es with the Natural Resoirces Conservation Ser-

ice, formerly called the Soil Conservation Service. : : 5 2 2 i asilisiads Gres on I propbits-of IeIus ““Joke” Schellmo;
More than a dozen AmeriCorps members work ~MeriCorps worker Ed Gillmore, left, examines a possible wetlan p rty

. s center, ot Cole Junction. With them is wildlife biologist Reggie Bennett. Suie Seith/Naws 11
N : i
’tAmeriCorps

From page one Although the office didn't have
with the service throughout Mis- much time to prepare for having
sourt. Other AmeriCorps members  an AmeriCorps member, the staff
~cheduled (v work in Mid is.ouri  quickly found a place for the new
include two people who will con-  worker.

duct  pesticide safety training “It wasn't like we had to scram- NEWS TRIBUNE

through Rural Missouri Inc., ble,” Van De V. 2 RI
based in Jefferson City. ¢ Van De Velde said. JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOU

. , Gillmore’s, position with Ameri- ' CMBER 31, 1995
As an AmeriCorps worker, Gill- . . ) NOVEM ’
more helps farmers develop ways CO'PS enables him to work with

to reduce soil and land erosion, groduct;rshgcr&ss a variety of land-

wicrease crop yields and protect  SC2P€S In hus three-county aeca.

water supplies. Earlier thqs week, he visited.
“Our ma goal is to conserve farmer Cletds “Jake” Schellman

our natural re es,” he said. in the Cole Junction bottom along
On a give e may help a With a wildlife biologist and an-
producer de crop rotation other worker at the district office.

Shan Heach ahant cnil e el LR L
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Trish McCracken, an AmeriCorps volunteer, looking at a ruptured Ié\fge dff_ Dyﬁiggiﬁs Rdad._
“The levee is in the North County Levee District.-.~ ' . " Flpgdi RO R e S0 DV

A working education

AmeriCorps program repays volunteers with knowledge

By Laura Bradford :
Correspondent s

ith the help of
tration and her own hard work, the
past 10 months have earned Trish
McCracken ‘‘money’’ toward her
education.

The St. Peters woman just completed her
term as an AmeriCorps volunteer. The domestic
Peace Corps program — introduced by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton — rewards its members for
their service with an education.

AmeriCorps volunteers can be found working
with various federal agencies, public school dis-
tricts and organizations such as the Multiple
Sclerosis Society. McCracken served her time
with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, work-
‘ng out of an office in St. Charles County.

t

the Clinton adminis- "

Each AmeriCorps member embarks on a com-
munity service project for a predetermined
number of hours and is given a small living
allowance. Once a volunteer completes the term
of service, he or she receives an education
voucher, which must be used within seven
years. The voucher, which is not redeemable for
cash, may be applied toward obtaining a college
education or a master’s degree or paying off
student loans.

MecCracken’s 1,700 hours of service earned her
a $4,700 voucher, which she plans to use to pay
off her student loans. She has a bachelor’s
degree in biology from Lindenwood College; she
also has a teaching certificate in secondary edu-
cation.

- " Roy Syxee; oo

T

See EDUCATION, Page 2A




Program offers ground

Boonville Daily News
Boonville, Missouri

November 2, 1995

water checks - an

By Tiffany Eckert
Staff Writer

It is supposed to be clear and
refreshing as it pours into the glass,
but in some cases, it is full of
harmful bacteria. What is this sub-

stance? It is the walter in your cup.

But thanks to a former Tipton res-
ident and a national community
service program initiated under
President Bill Clinton, landowners
in Cooper County now have a way
to test their ground water in search
of dangerous microbes and haz-

ardous pollutants.

Jeane Engelmeyer, a fourth year
agri-business student at State Fair
Community College, has begun her
first stint as an AmeriCorp member
by setting up a water quality
assessment program called FARM-
A-SYST. Engelmeyer will be
working out of the University
Extension office in the Cooper

County Courthouse.

The primary function of FARM-
A-SYST is to make sure drinking
water is safe and clean by testing
ground water for bacteria, micro-
pollution,

organisms  and
Engelmeyer said.

And educational presentations
and water quality publications from
the University of Missouri will
make information on water quality
and conservation more understand-
able.

"I've lived on an 80-acre farm all
my life," Engelmeyer said. "I love
farming and I love working with
farmers."

Engelmeyer said she hopes farm-
ers and landowners will utilize the
services made available through
this program.

"AmeriCorp is here to bring com-
munities together,” Engelmeyer
said. "The goal is to make every
rural community a little stronger.”

It was during her last year at col-
lege in Sedalia that Engelmeyer
made two important discoveries.
Through her studies, she learned
how many environmental and edu-
cational needs rural communities
have. At the same time, she real-
ized her tuition costs were starting
to bear down on her.

There was one clear solution as
she saw it: join the Americorp
Program.

She did, and now the people of

d community service

Cooper County will be the benefi-
ciaries.

Engelmeyer was just one of thou-
sands of people who have joined
AmeriCorp. It all began in
September 1993, when  Bill
Clinton signed the National
Community Service Trust Act.
This initiative was designed in the
spirit Franklin Roosevelt's 1930's
social programs which provided
jobs for displaced Americans dur-
ing the Depression.

Today, AmeriCorp seeks 10 bene-
fit young Americans who might not
otherwise: find a productive way to
serve their community.

Participants give their ime and
resources in exchange for a limited
wage, then receive a post service
educational award of $4,725 after a
full year of service.

A meeting to discuss what ser-
vices are available through
AmeriCorp will be held at 7:30
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 16, on the first
floor of the Cooper County courlt-
house. Engelmeyer will discuss the
benefits of FARM-A-SYST as well
as how a water quality assessment
can be arranged.




AREA

By LARA HEARNBURG
Staff writer

People know contaminated water
can make you sick. But what most
people don't know is how safe their
water is. And what some don’t
know, too, is that if you have a well,
you are responsible for your own
drinking-water quality.

At a recent meeting at the Boone
County University Extension Cen-
ter, David Meyers of the Americo
Rural Development Team for mid-
Missouri presented the Americorp
Farm-A-Syst action program for
safe drinking water in mid-Mis-
souri. Between now and September
1996, Meyers will help more than
100 Boone County landowners
assess the qualily of their drinking
water.

“The program provides accurate .

first-hand information about how
your farmstead buildings and activ-
ities, such as pesticide storage, fuel
storage and livestock activities,
might affect your drinking water,”
Meyers said.

The federal program provides
individual site evaluations to help
landowners identify potential pol-

Missiourian Weekly

Boone County, Missouri

lution risks and plan how to deal
with them. The site evaluation is
confidential, voluntary and free if it
is completed by Meyers or another
member of the Americorp Rural
Development Team for mid-Mis-
souri. . '
Team member Tara Richardson
said the land and water evaluation
can help landowners protect their
family's health, the groundwater
quality and the value of the land.
The evaluation also can help
landowners learn about state laws
and regulations governing chemi-

cal and fuel storage, waste manage- °

ment and well maintenance. Mey-
ers said that often during
assessments, landowners will see
laws they didn't even know existed.

“If there's a problem,” Meyers
said,'“nobody s going to run and
tell teacher. Instead, you have a
chance to fix it.,” '

All evaluations include sugges-
tions for both immediate action and

December 6, 1995

Program assesses water quality

future plans. The assessments also -

let landowners know of any cost-
share programs that might be avail-
able to help them.

Another team member, Audrey
Harmon, said, “The biggest goal of

the program is just to get informa-
tion out to people.”

All of the Americorp team mem-
bers stressed that'the information
they gather is given to the
landowner to keep. ‘

Meyers said the services are
available ‘to all farmers and
landowners who have their own
drinking-water source. He also said
landowners who have old well
facilities on their property might
not be aware of how it can-affect
their drinking water.

Any landowner who is interested
in an evaluation or has any ques-
tions about the program can con-
tact Meyers at the Boone County
University Extension Center at
(314) 445-9792.
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Agriculture

Secretary Backs |
Flood Control

Glickman Tours River Bottoms,
Promises U.S. Help For Farmers

By Tim O'Neil
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff

U.S. Agriculture Secretary Dan
Glickman toured flooded Missouri
River bottoms Friday, promised fed-
eral help for farmers and said he'd
like to see more flood control for the
fertile flatlands.

“I'm not one of those people who
want this land to go back to nature,”
said Glickman, as he visited Defiance
in St. Charles County.

"“This is some of the best agricul-
tural land in the country. The govern-

_ment will pay out way more in disas-
ter [payments] than the cost of fixing
levees.”

Glickman said he didn't know
enough about the federal levee pro-
gram to say whether farm levees

-

wmemm“k

built higher. But he said government
agencies, including his own, should
talk about revising the Army Corpa of
Engineers’ way of calculating how
much money should be spent on
levees.

The corps bases the amounts it will
spend on a levee according to the
value it assigns to the properties be-
ing protected. Generally, the higher’
the value, the higher the levee. Agri-
cultural levee districts must pay a
share of construction and repair
costs.

The big Corps of Engineers levees
along the Mississippi River below St.
Louis are higher than the agricultural
levees along the Missouri. The Mis-
gissippi levees held this year, but the

SATURDAY, JUNE 10, 1995
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Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman (comﬂj talks Friday with Joe Simpson while touring a flooded farm near Defiance, Ma.
Simpson is a member of the Clinton administration’s public-service program called Americorps.

Missouri topped or broke most of the
levees along its banks.

Glickman's main job Friday was to
tell Missouri farmers that the U.S.
Department of Agriculture is offer-
ing special assistance and financial

treaks to farmers whose operations
were damaged by floods and flash
floods this spring. He met with farin-
efs in Montgomery City and then
went to Defiance, where he walked

on both sides to repeat the news 1o ® More time for farmers 1o b
about 10 St. Charles County farmers.  potice of crop loss for msurang
“I can’t prommse the moon, but
we'll make things as flexible as we
can,” he sand.
His announcement includes:

clianms,
& Price-suppont loans for foodod
See GLICKMAN, Page 4

down a gravel road with floodwater

Glickman

From page one

crops that weren't planted in that
program.

® $25 million for flood repairs in
seven states, with most of that going
to people in Missouri and Louisiana.

At Defiance, the flood broke
through the Darst Bottom levee
three weeks ago and covered the
fields almost to the Katy Trail. By
Friday, with the Missouri down 6%
feet since the crest May 21, water
still covered most of the bottoms.
Where the water had recedg e
soil was thick gumbo mud.

Don Howell, president of
Bottom Levee Board, said nd

several other farmers there had
planted their corn before the flood
came. The crop was ruined. If the
river drops and the weather gets dri-
er, they still have time to plant soy-
beans this summer, he said.

Layton Rehmeier, another farmer
near Defiance, told Glickman that
this flood probably didn’t damage the
land like the 1993 {lood did. “‘But vou
don't look for this mess two years
after '93,” Rehmeier said.

Glickman also used the wvisit as an
opportunity to promote Americorps,
the public-service program dear to
President Bill Clinton that many Re-
publicans on Capitol Hill want to kill.
Glickman posed in the road for pic-
tures with about 15 Americorps
workers, including a group from East
St. Louis.
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AmeriCorps members
help make life easier

 ST. LOUIS (AP) — Amy Gron-

quist was so intent on hanging up a.

kindergartner’s hand-drawn poster
declaring the neighborhood “‘drug
free’ that she didn’t even notice the
symbolism at first.

At the left was a picture of Martin
Luther King Jr.; at the right was a
framed copy of his famous “I Have
a Dream™ speech.

Gronquist, too, has a dream. She

longs for the day when children like
those at Hamilton Elementary
School in St. Louis don't have to
make posters to warn drug-peddling
thugs to stay away.
- Gronquist, 23, is working to make
that dream a reality as a member of
President Clinton’s national service
program, AmeriCorps.

AmeriCorps pays its 20,000 mem-
bers — including more than 400 in
Missouri — a $7,945 stipend and a
$4,725 education award in return for
a year's service in one of four areas:
education, health and human needs,
the environment and public safety.

There are 15 AmeriCorps projects
under way in Missouri. Members do
everything from tutor at-risk youths
in Cape Girardeau to pick up trash in
St. Joseph neighborhoods to test
water quality in Columbia.

“I wanted to do something for
other people,” Gronquist said. “The
program is based on the idea that if
you have a common goal and work
together, you can make a difference.
I like dia™

Gronquist, who is  from
Jamestown. N.Y.; is assigned to the

ly, we are in times of very tight
money. We have higher priorities
than funding volunteers.”

Clinton — who set up AmeriCorps
in 1993 — stood firm, saying he
wouldn't back a budget that didn't
include money for his pet program.

A number of corporate chiefs,
including Anheuser-Busch's August
A. Busch III, also wrote to lawmak-
ers in hopes of saving AmeriCorps
from the GOP budget scalpel. By
law, nongovernment sources, usual-
ly businesses, must pay at least 25
percent of operational costs and 15
percent of each member’s stipend.

“AmeriCorps plays a key role in
developing our nation’s future work
force, providing practical skills and
educational opportunities that will
be essential to America’s competi-
tiveness in the marketplace,” Busch
wrote.

Marilyn Hoffman, director of Suc-
cess Centers at Lincoln University,
which has established tutoring cen-
ters in three low-income neighbor-
hoods in Jefferson City through an
AmeriCorps grant, waves off com-
plaints about the costs.

“Our program is funded through a
$110,000 grant and will impact sev-
eral hundred students,” she said. “If
we can keep five kids from going to
prison, than we've more than earned
our keep.”

Indeed, state prison officials esti-
mate it costs $10,285 a year to house
une innate.

AmeriCorps member Debbie
Burke said she often supplies mate-

American Youth Foundation in St.
Louis. She spends five days a week
mentoring elementary students and,
among other things, teaching them
to steer clear of drugs.

The foundation has two federal
grants totaling more than $1 million.
In 18 months, members have per-
formed 230,000 hours of service that
otherwise might not have been done,
said Bruce Bailey, a program direc-
tor.

“To us, this is very much like a
war," he said. ‘“We believe that what
we are doing in inner cities is every
bit as valuable as the work the sol-
diers involved in the peacekeeping
mission in Bosnia are doing.”

Bailey said members have taught
conflict-resolution to 1,600 middle
school youths. They have walked
beats with police to make 700 senior
citizens feel safer in their neighbor-
hoods. They spent more than 1,800
hours sandbagging when the Missis-
sippi River flooded last year.

After the April 1995 bombing of
the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Build-

ing, and before the Federal Emer--

gency Management Agency request-
ed their help, AmeriCorps members
from St. Louis arrived in Oklahoma.
They helped distribute donated
clothing and food pouring in from
across the country.

“The team effort truly showed
what young Americans can do when
given the chance to participate in a
meaningful way,” FEMA Director
James Lee Witt said in a letter to
members.

But not everyone praises the pro-
gram. It has run into trouble on
Capitol Hill, where some Republi-
cans complain about its $470 mil-
lion price tag. At one point, both the
GOP-led House and Senate had
sliced it out of next year’s budget.

' “Undoubtedly, there are some
areas where it has done some good,"
said Sen. Christopher S. Bond, R-
Mo., chairman of a Senate Appropri-
ations subcommittee. “‘Unfortunate-

rials to help students complete
homework. For instance, one hoy
needed to keep a journal on a pet for
science class. His apartment com-
plex didn’t allow animals, so for two
weeks Burke carried her son’s white
mouse to the center for the boy to
observe.

Kris Frank of Holts Summit said
her 14-year-old son, Joseph, has
improved his reading and math
grades since going to the centers.

“He was falling behind to the point
where he was going o have to
repeat this year," she said. “Now
he’s up to where he should be.”

Burke, 36, said she considered
dropping out of Lincoln University,
where she’s majoring in education,
because of money. AmeriCorps
allowed her to continue her studies,
she said.

“In my mind, it's the perfect solt:
tion," Burke said. I get to continue
my education, I get to help others
and I get experience in my fieid.”

Michelle Johnson Harvey, a 35-
year-old single mother of two who is
studying education at Penn Valley
Community College, credits Amen-
Corps with turning around her life
and her Blue Hills neighborhood in
Kansas City.

Harvey works hand in hand with
police and other community workers
to fight crime and drugs, tutor stu-
dents and other things. AmeriCorps
members have given police informa-
tion that has led to the closing of 25
crack houses, Officer John Wilson
said.

Harvey goes door to door, encour-
aging residents to take back their
neighborhood.

“I was tired of seeing all the crime
that was going on in our neighbor-
hood,” Harvey said. As for how
AmeriCorps has changed her life,
she said: “I wanted to set an exam-

ple fo- -+ daughters. To show them
that an believe in their com-
mun.  .d that they can make a

difference.”
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Course of molecules

Jeanne Engelmeyer helps some fifth and sixth gr
Elementary School gym last Thursday
David Myers

T

aders trace the route of a water molecule in a game at the Tipton
Engelmeyer, who represents Cooper County

rs, Boone County, and Tara Richardson, Callaway County,
can better understand the importance of water quality

. and other AmeriCorp members
presented the program to the students so they
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. Pulcher, a gtduale student at the Unl- tional service program. The convention will
versity of Mluouri Columbia in the lgricul— :
tural economics department is an expert on';
Information Systems. Fulcher
Mployed GIS, a tool for conducﬂng spatial’
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the financial end of it, but themoneyis com-

ing back to the communities,” Schad said.

“For every dollar invested, they seea $1 60-

.$2.60 return.”

- The program’s fumre looks less bright in
Washington. ASenatesubcommittee headed

by Christopher Bond, R-Mo., voted last week .
to defund the program. Bond's press secre--

tary, Catherine Kaliniak, defended the
senator’s position on AmeriCorps. -

“Senator Bond had to make a series of‘
tough choices on program funding.: .Com-
munity development block grants were a
higher prioriry than AmeriCorps. Kallnink.--

said.
The program has now become a slgn of

‘year:

‘of service

't l.he struggle far power between Clinton .

Sprint. Businesses nationwide view the pro- - the Republican Congress. Bond has su

. gested he might supportAmeriCorpe asp:

of a deal to get a bill signed. -
- “It seems AmeriCorps is bcmg used as

. bargaining chip for Republicans to gain |

verage in budget negotiations,” said M

College Democrat< adviser Vale:

Heitshusen." .
RepublicanssupponedAmeriCorpum

.on, but that changed. .

“I agree that public service is an impc

- tantvalue toinstillin ouryoungpeople, (b1

1 do not believe this program represents 1/

" "type of program the federal government c.

afford to continue,” Congressman Jam

Talent, R-Chesterfield, said in a press :
"lease. “Although the initial concept

AmeriCorps may have been noble, this p:

: 'gram has become .a system of pa

‘volunteerism’ for political causes.”
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AmeriCorp workers prepare the soil for a garden in Rush City.

Renyold Ferguson

Gardens A Matter Of Pride

By Margaret Gillerman
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff

It won't be long before the lot
next to Jesse and Donna Haire's
home in the Rush City neighbor-
hood will be ripe with yellow pep-
pers, plump red tomatoes, tasty
green peas and summer squash.
Marigolds and zinnias will bloom.

The gardeners who are tilling
and planting this week are building
a community garden. And backers
of the project hope this community
garden — and about a dozen like it
around East St. Louis — also will
grow a bumper crop of neighbor-

Gardens

From page one

Florine Johnson, an AmeriCorp
worker, coordinates the tilling and
planting and was busy on Sycamore
this week. Johnson, 46, of Centre-
ville, recently completed a master
gardening course offered by the Uni-
versity of Illinois’ Extension Service.

She joined AmeriCorp because she
wanted ‘‘to give a year of community
service."” In March, she and others

Crews Are Preparing

Community Project

hood pride.

Crews of workers from Ameri-
Corp and neighbors are helping
prepare the soil, build the wooden
sides and walkway, and plant seeds
and cuttings at the garden at 910
Sycamore.

Other folks also helped get the
community garden project —
called Harvesting Good Neighbor
Relations — this far. MECCO/O-
peration New Spirit, a citywide

experimenting with a raised bed gar-
den, Johnson said.

Sheets of plastic were placed on
top of the original neighborhood soil,
and then covered with clean soil, so
any possible contamination would be
eliminated. The original soil has been
sent to a lab for tests.

James Pace, 40, an AmeriCorp
worker from East St. Louis, helped
install wooden planks around the gar-
den and till the soil. He recently com-
pleted the master gardening course
and joined AmeriCorp ‘“to try to
beautify the community’’ and im-
prove the environment. He said he

neighborhood organization, started
the garden program about two
years ago and has been expanding
it since. At least four community
gardens are new this spring. Amer-
iCorp joined as co-sponsor this
season.

“Community gardens serve as a
way of bringing neighbors and
neighborhoods together for a com-
mon purpose . . . and of harvesting
good neighbor relations,” said
Venessa Marion, administrator of
MECCO/Operation New Spirit.

See GARDENS, Page 4

for their community.”

The garden on Sycamore is just
outside the window of the Haire's
house in Rush City, on land donated
by the Haires. Most years, Donna
Haire, has planted a smaller garden
on the lot. “I love gardens and I like
to see stuff grow,” Donna Haire said.

She already has plans to freeze the
tomatoes and make stew and chili for
her husband and two daughters.

MECCO/New Spirit and Ameri-
Corp are sponsoring 11 gardens in
the Winstanley, Olivette Park, Day-

tarn Wadaawnnd Fairlawn and T anc-
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S'l'._ CHARLES COUNTY

Sth-Graders To Join Natural ReSourée‘s Festival‘-”

More than 450 fifth-graders from
St. Charles County will participate in
a Natural Resources Festival May 3
at the Busch Memorial Conservation
Area,

The festival will teach pupils about
conservation of natural resources.
Students will touch and compare ani-
mal coverings, such as skin, scales
and feathers. They'll learn how ter-
races and waterways keep soil in
place as they become make-believe
raindrops and travel down a slope.
They'll walk through a prairie to see
how prairie restoration can help
wildlile. .

They’ll take part in such activities
as “Soil Spies,” “Aniinal Wrappers”
and '‘Speed Bumps.”

The St, Charles Soil & Water Con-
servalion District and the Missouri
Department of Conservation ave
sponsoring the event.

Dan Crigler, a wildlife manage-
menl biologist for the Conservation
Department, said, “The Busch Area
is the ideal place to hold this type of
event because we've set up exanples
of land-management techniques that
conserve our patural resources. We
are anxious 10 share our knowledge
and foster proper land stewardship
for future generations.”

Sessions will be led by profession-

als from such agencies as the Soil and
Water District, the Missouri Depart-
menl of Conservation, the National
Weather Service, the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service, St,
Louis Science Center, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service, University Exten-
sion and other conservation partners,

Other presenters include students
from Francis Howell High Schoo!'s
slream team and SAFE (Students
Acting (or the Environment), Recy-
cle Round-Up, Wild Canid Survival
and Research Center and the World

Bird Sanctuary,

“This is a wonder{ul opportunity
for students in our community to
spend a day outside, get their hands
dirty and expand their knowledge of
natural resources,” said Coordinator
Trish McCraken. She added, ‘“We
have 400 students on a waiting list
now, so I hope the success of this
festival will lead to many more festi-
vals in the years to come.”’

The [estival is a pilot event and
communily service project coordinat-

ed by McCracken, an AmeriCorps

member,
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By DAN SWANSON
News-Press managing editor

National officers greeted an
AmeriCorps National Scrvice crew
working Monday to clear South
Table Creek.

Paul Johnson, chief of the Soil
Conservation Service, and Joel
Berger of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture visited the crew to help
launch the program in Nebraska and
nationwide. AmeriCorps, which got
off the ground on Sept. 12, is
considered to be the domestic
version of the Peace Corps.

rger joined the four
rps workers removing log
d debris from the creek bed
1onal Arbor Day Foundation
property near Steinhart Park Road.
“There's no better way to learn,
than to work alongside your
members. You don’t really learn by
sitting in  your office in
Washington," he said.

The Nebraska City project is one
of the first in the Midwest and is
part of the Secretary of Agriculture
Mike Espy's focus on helping to
repair damage from the 1993 floods.
“When we visited the flood damaged
sites, we promised not to go until
the iob was done. We're here
because the job isn’t done,” Berger
said.

AmeriCorps has four branches in
Nebraska -- Tecumseh, Omaha,
Lincoln and Norfolk. The Omaha
and Tecumseh branches are already
in operation and the Norfolk branch
is recruiting for workers. Workers
are paid a minimum of $7,600 and
receive health benefits. They are
also eligible for an educational
voucher worth $4,725 to pay for
tuition or school debts.

Working in Nebraska City
Monday were Crew Leader Chuck
Yearsly of Lincoln, Eric Bartels of
Tecumseh and Theresa and Emily
Sherman of Tecumseh. Bartels said
ne joined AmeriCorps because of
Lation benefit and the chance
the community. Bartels,
rarried with two children,
10 jlo go back to college.
Yearsly said the program is a way
0 serve the country and gives
citizens an example of national
service.

21 3

U Rhea

Theresa and Emily Sherman
Monday. Berger and the
behind by the 1993 floods.

Johnson told the workers that the
Soil Conservation Service intends
to build on what thzy do. "You're
the first generation of this
program,” he said. “This is a
program that will ¢nly strengthen
in future years." He said up to
20,000 people will be working in
AmeriCorps by the 2nd of the first

AmeriCorps
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, left, USDA director Joel Berger,
crew worked one day ¢

~

year.

Bill Caldwell, a University of
Nebraska Extension specialist, was
also on hand Monday to inspect the
program. He said he is studying
the program to use il with other
service projects. “The service
component is the lasting benefit,”
he said. “The spirit of volunteerism

and national service are the things I
will look for in building
components. We are looking for
something that adds meaning to the
lives o7 the young people
involved."

Johnson said AmericCorps gives
people the opport .nity to work on
the land znd be of service. “Young

ect introduces AmeriCor

PS

Erlc Bartels and Chuck Ye arsley take a break from work
learing debris In South Table Creek that had been let:

Photo by Dan Swanscr

people a great deal 1o contribute and
they want to contribute,” he said

NADF employees are expected ::
work throughout the winte-
clearning the creek be:
AmeriCorps crews moved on todzs
to other areas of the district affec:zc
by the 1993 floods.
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USDA/Americorps

Team in Brownville

From Oct. 11-14, the Tecumsch
USDA/Americorps team will do
restoration work on the Meriwether
Lewis at Brownville.

The restoration involves paint-
ing inside areas that were damaged
as a result of last year's floods. The
high waters of lg‘)l nearly swept
downstream the former paddlewheel
dredge now turned into Museum of
Missouri River History.

Another dredge of a similar type
that was located near Kansas City
last summer wasn't so lucky. It was
swepl downstream and destroyed.

The Meriwether Lewis received
the National Hlistoric Landmark des-
ignation ia 1989.



eriCorps workers lend

BY LARRY PEIRCE
Lincoin Journal

BROWNVILLE — Anyone joining
AmeriCorps, President Clinton's “do-
mestic Peace Corps,” must have com-
munity spirit and be willing to forgo
higher wages they might earn at an-
other job.

In return for their sacrifices, work-
ers can wipe out college debt or gain
money to return to college by helping

_out nonprofit agencies and local gov-
ernments.

Workers must look beyond the lim-
ited financial benefits of AmeriCorps,
said Chuck Yearly of Lincoln, super-
visor of a crew working out of Tecum-
seh

“We're here for the community, to
get involved,” Yearly said.

Workers wear black baseball caps
and gray T-shirts with a white Aona
black circle. The AmeriCorps motto
is “Getting things done.”

The Tecumseh crew will spend
most of its 1,800 working hours clear-

ing 1993 flood debris from flood con-
trol dams in Johnson, Otoe, Nemaha,
Richardson and Pawnee counties.
Work is directed out of the Soil Con-
servation Service office in Tecumseh
and is part of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s rural development pro-

A.meriCm'psahohumwork-'

ing in an anti-hunger, nutrition and
empowermentpmgmn.

Clinton announced AmeriCorps on
Sept. 12, and crews went to work a
week later. Yearly is accepting proj-
ect proposals for nonprofit and public
gmjectsi.nvﬂ.lnses,ciﬁesandm

es.

“A lot of these places don't have
much money (for public work proj-
ects),” he said.

Last week, the Tecumseh crew
began scraping damaged paint from
the interior of the floating Meri-
wether Lewis Museum. Last year’s
floods nearly swept the old river

®hand to flood recovery e

‘Workers help communities and themselves

Contnued from page 1

dredge away. The interior | was
damaged when the roof leaked. Heat
and humidity caused more damage.

The crew will scrape and then re-
paint the ceiling and walls for the
nonprofit Meriwether Lewis Founda-
tion. A private contractor installed a
new roof this summer.

Yearly, who has a master’s degree
in rural and community planning, was
a community planner in Carroll,
Towa, before his job was phased out.
He had been out of work for months.
AmeriCorps will help him pay off his
graduate school debt and gain experi-
ence as a supervisor.

Eric Bartels of Tecumseh, a con-
struction worker and the father of
two children, said he wants to go to a

two-year college without borrowing. p

money.

Theresa and Emily Sherman, two
sisters from Tecumseh, said they will
pay off student loans they incurred
while attending Platte Community

College in Columbus and Peru State
.College. -

“It takes care of all of mine, thank
God,” Emily Sherman said, scraping
paint from the ceiling of the old river
dredge.

The sisters, 20-year-old .dentical
twins, plan to go back to school after
ayear.

AmeriCorps, a $360 million pro-
gram, pays 20,000 Americans to work
in four areas: education, health and
human needs, the environment and
public safety. If extended by Con-
gress, the program could spend $1.5
billion over three years to pay for
100,000 workers.

Anyone older than 17, including
high school dropouts and people with
graduate degrees, can apply for the

rogram.

AmeriCorps supervisors make
$6.35 an hour plus credit toward
money for education; workers earn
$4.35 an hour plus school A
When the educational voucher is

added in, workers earn about $12,000 a
year plus paid medical benefits,
AmeriCorps workers are not consid-
ered federal workers and are not eli-
gible for unemployment. They must
work the entire year to receive
educational benefits, and are limited
to two years in the program.

Yearly said the Tecumseh crew
and crews in Lincoln, Omaha and
Norfolk soon will each add another
worker.

In Lincoln, recruiting is under way
for 23 volunteers to work with nine
community action agencies in Ne-
braska, said Lorrie Benson, director
of Community Action of Nebraska
Inc.

Benson will oversee a program
aimed at reducing violence among
youths 10 to 15 years old. For informa-
tion, call Benson at (402) 471-3714.

For information about other
AmeriCorps opportunities, call 1-800-
880-4183.

Corpswo«kersamrepavrhgdamgedoneto olddmdghgboalby
Please see AMERICORPS onpage 5 2 leakv roof and fiooding in 1993.
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AmeriCorps eovironmental program.

Serving Their Country

Youths Earn, Learnin AmeriCorps National Service Program

- BY RHONDA STANSBERRY human needs and the environment, drplom.:
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WAITER degree,

Or agree 1o earn a high school equivalency

USDA hm*wihatmwhxn?
AmeriCorps- vironmental team. i isi tanl

mhn(hadﬂehnk:humkgdwuf_mn ; Gttt Crug ‘s:ﬂtlmel‘l_hmswlpomtym applies

in natural resources. And o gain experience,  five-member teams will work in the Omaha wres g ﬂmmmmpshmmwwsma
be is turning 1o AmeriCorps. . wedl as three others — Lincoin, Norfolk and well-established anu-poventy
Helmke. 21, ooked for work with the U S. Park Tecumseh, Snmty-fn-cvdmlﬁxlﬂgtmdf«ﬂwm
Service but was unsuccessful He said he considers Also under the AmeriCorps umbredla is the Nebraska programs, AmenCorps spokesmen said.
hmsclﬂufky.thw[hwhawwrh\ifwﬁpt--‘i_ NebrmCmssonfoanuomlmtmummu lowawill have 158 positions, said Jody Heuberger,
Sl and Conservauon Service. the Papio-Missouri Servace, which wall employ 23 e Lo work with state program coordinator,
River Natural Resources Distnct and now youngsters between ages 10 and 15 in schools Helmke. a part-ume student at the University of
. . . throughout the state. Nebraska-Lincoln ma in natural resources, said
Volunteers in the new national service progra Those who wish 10 apply may cootact coc of nine be wasied no ume applying when he beard about the
receive fickdwork experience in additon 1o a comanurnity action agencies, the Office of Dispute program.
su tm]lbmbtmﬁumd.upm mﬁmnunmﬁ,
completion of 1,812 hours of work. 2 $4,725

al o;do;nofﬁxnndauonccnm AmCapap'mmh:wmmpof
) throughout the state, sai, ayetie Carpenter, intenm readiness, progect ors said Marnilyn Anderson,
educational award. The award may be applied 1o direcior. the Omaha AmeriC - rrant
student loans or college tuition. ; i

. Thcwtym«cmmmimrmm Helmke's immediate supervisor, said she had one
Am_:nCapamhundsed_wiammthby youths, Ms. Carpenter said. but “there wall be no more position 1o fill as late as last week
the Qlinton admumstration. Nauonwide, the age himit™ for the volunteers. ¢ 32id he believes hus 10- 10 12-month
domestic service corps expects Lo enroll 20,000

: mlkuthml?mdmahntdjm AmenCorps sunt “will be a great resume builder and
in programs geared toward education. public safety, out of high school. They also must have a ugh Please tum 1o Page 31, Col. |
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AmeriCorps is launched nationwide

Nebraskastudents
will participate in
SCIVICC Program
By Angie Goettsch

1ali |ir-|n'_1|ln|

Presudent Climton’s service corps of
collepe students soon will e marching
i Nebraska

InNchraska, 20 collepe students will
cerve in AmenCorps, sad Craig
Denickson, Nebraska's ducctor of

AmenComs.

Amcn(E:uw, which kicks ofT loday
nationwide, is President Clhinton's na-
tional service program that will ofTer
students academe scholarships in ex-

change forcommunity serviee, Through ¢
the progrant, students can help solve
local problems while getting leadership -
and service opportunitics.’

Nebraska's Soil Conservation Ser- |
vice will work with the U.S. Depart- |

mentol Agricultufe to fill the Nebraska - ~ No speci

positions. Five people will be working

at ofTices in Norfolk, Lincoln, Qmaha

‘f‘-'__

and Tecumseh, 7 77
Derickson said participants would
cam a living stipend of $7.660, dnd
supervisorswouldreceive $12,000. They
alsowould receiveaneducational vouch-¢-
crof$4,725 whenthey completed 1,812
hoursofservice. The educational vouch-
cr may be used o pay for college loans
or tuition, W
This summer, organizers have been
gearing up for the project around the

S

Papge6

' maco:mnunitﬁ;’aemitc pro

country. Students had toapply topartic-
ipate in the AmeriComs program by
Sepl. 2. :

Derickson said many University ol
Ncbraska-Lincolnstudents had sent him
applicatons. - i
lic qualifications were re-
qdired to-apply* far*AmeriCotps.. he
said, other (hanastrohg intefest (o work:
_ _ mandon®
cnvironmental- projeéls.t.Sile supervi-
sors arc required 10-be-collége gradu-
ales. Other service participants must be
college bound: Fat

- John Beacon; UNLdifeclorolschol-

arships and financial ald,'said the pro-
gram would giye pcoplé who norinally
couldn’t afTord It the; charice 1o o to
college. © | N .

But, he said, il will bé at least onc -

AmeriCorps
Continued from Page 1 -

“They will bg working as a tcam 1o
provide local calnmunitics support for
flood relief, water quality protection,
natural resource protection, complele
rchabilitation and maintenance on rec-
reation arcas, and environmenial and
ccosysicm management education,”
Derickson said.

“We want to work with the commu-
nity and provide information on how to
protea the environment,” ‘Derickson
said.

Ld

Derickson said he expected 20,000
students to participate in AmeriComps
nalionwide by the year's end.,

He also expecled the program (o be
alastingone: . . .

“Because this national service pro-
Emm gives students opportunitics (o

clp »eel educational needs. 1 have

speculation that this program will con=:

tinue,” Derickson said,

“Beaconsaid AmeriCorps wasa pood
opportunily for coilege students, but it
would be better if more students could
gel involve J,

ycar before anyone will be able to gela
voucher.™ " 5

Beacon said:**Under this scenario,
you are a servant [or some ycars before
youcanuse that money toward college,

e

" but students will not have loan depen-

dencies.” -

Derickson said the {‘nrmmlinn-l'ur

-National Scrvice adininisicred the na-

tional program. .Slalc commissions
sponsor 300 programs across the coun-
try. and federal agencics also sponsor
some projecls.

Derickson said AmernCorps pro-
grams that were linked with the U.S.
Dcpartinent of Agriculture, like Ne-
braska's program. would help solve
cnvironmenlal problems,

See AMERICORPS on 6

|
‘
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AmeriCorp personnel tour colonias

By Steve Ramirez
Las Cruces Sun-News

The national director for
AmeriCorps toured throughout
Dona Ana County, including
the area’s colonias, Thursday.

“Don’t judge us by our words,
judge us by our deeds,” said
Joel Berg, AmeriCorps national
director of services within the
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture. “This is a program that’s
become enormously successful
throughout the country. Not
only do our members want to
get involved in the communi-
ties they work in, they want to
find ways to improve them, too.
This program is a good way to
bridge the gap between
government and its people.”

Berg is in the midst of con-
ducting a whirlwind tour

through the Southwest. Wed-
nesday afternoon, he toured the
Sparks Colonia east of El Paso.
“That was something to see,”
Berg said.- “I got to meet a
95-year-" old woman who had
just gotten -running water in
her home for the first time.
Getting ta see the look on her
face and her reactions are some
of the rewards of this job.”
Thursday, Berg, AmeriCorp
volunteers Anna Rodriguez and

Lourdes Vigueria, and John
de--

Thomas, state rural
velopment director, toured the
Gospel Rescue Mission in Las
Cruces, a water improvement
plant in Mesquite and a waste-
water treatment plant in An-
thony. Later, Berg traveled to
Tucson, Ariz., before ending the
day in Flagstaff, Ariz.

“It was partly through the
help of AmeriCorps volunteers
that the wastewater treatment
plant in Anthony was able to
get a ($750,000) grant to im-
prove the treatment plant,”
said Ernie Watson, spokesman
for Rural Economic Community
Development, the agency which
provided funding. “AmeriCorp
volunteers were able to help
them fill out the necessary ap-
plications to get the funds.”

AmeriCorps is a national
service program created by
President Clinton. About
20,000 citizens, who perform
services that meet critical
community needs receive
money from AmeriCorps that
can only be used for college, job
training or paying back student
loans.
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AmeriCorps in Four Corners

AZTEC - Four AmeriCorps work-
ers have set up shop in the Natural
Resources Conservation and Develop-
ment office in Aztec, N.M., while nine
more are working with the Council of
the San Juan Resource Conservation
and Development in Southwest Colo-
rado.

AmeriCorps engages diverse
groups of Americans in performing
service to meet human, environmen-
tal, public safety, and educational
needs in return for vouchers for edu-
cation, vocational training, or loan re-
payment.

The Department of Agriculture is
running three types of meriCorFs
teams - an anti-hunger team, a public
lands and environmental team , and a
rural development team. There are
1200 workers in the various programs
at 42 urban and rural sites nationwide.

The Aztec contingent is made up
' of Ana Gomes, a natural resource spe-
cialist from central valley California
specializing in environmental anthro-
pology; Erick Aune, a natural resource
specialist from Detroit specializing in
natural resource development; Laura
Horochowski, an education informa-
tion specialist from Missouri special-
izing in fine arts.They will be focusing
on San Juan, McKinley and Cibola
counties. Anothe Americorp member,

Shantel Farnsworth, is working for
Rural Economic and Community De-
velopment, formerly known as the
Farmers Home Administration.

Nine AmeriCorps members are
working with the San Juan Resource
Conservation and Development, the
USDA Forest Service, Region 9 Eco-
nomic Development District of South-
west Colorado, the Southern Ute Tribe,
the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe and the
San Juan Forum.

Region 9 is up-dating its Overall
Economic Development Plan. One
worker, Amy Callard, a graduate of
Colorado State University with a mas-
ters degree in business administration
and an undergraduate degree from
Fort Lewis College, is up-dating data
through information gathered from the
Colorado Census Bureau, the National
Census Bureau, the state office of the
Division of Local Governments,
County Clerks and Chamber of
Commerces.

The information will be offered to
the public in written form, and through
the San Juan Basin’s new telecommu-
nications information system, SCAN,
the Southwest Colorado Access Net-
work, 259-9350. The information is
accessed by a computer with modem
and a telephone line. PR
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AmeriCorps volunteers (I-r) Henry Sil

Sam Sellers.

AmeriCorps program benefits area

Three college graduates
are hard at work in San
Juan County as part of the
new domestic Peace Corps,
the AmeriCorps National
Service Program.

Although they are work-
ing on projects throughout
southeastern Utah, the three
are headquartered at the
Monticello City Offices.

In exchange for their hard
work, the AmeriCorps pro-
gram provides a modest
monthly stipend, health
care, and an educational
benefit. The $4,725 annual
benefit can be used to fi-
nance tuition or pay back
student loans.

All three AmeriCorps
workers are college gradu-
ates. They say the program
bridges the gap between col-
lege and graduate school or
work,

“We have the chance to
develop work experience,
serve communities, and
pay off student loans,” said
Sam Sellers.

Sellers graduated from
Northwest Missouri State
with a geology degree. He
plans to further his educa-
tion by studying city plan-

Sellers is seeking fund-
ing for a Blue Mountain
ski-area feasibility study.
He also is developing a cor-
ridor management pro-
gram for the Trail of the
Ancients Scenic Byway. A
third project is developing
and marketing mountain
bike trails on the Abajos.

Sellers had never been in
the Four Corners area be-
fore arriving for his
AmeriCorps assignment.

Henry Silentman, a
Navajo from Twin Lakes,
New Mexico, is working on
a number of projects in the

Montezuma Creek area.

The 24-year-old graduate
f Grand Canyon Univer-
ity has bachelor’s degrees
in French and Internation-
al Business.

He recently returned
from studies in France. Si-

: 7 e : iy
entman, Andrea Dyer, and
Staff photo

lentman plans to further his
education with graduate
work in economic develop-
ment or sociology.

He is establishing a
county-wide food bank to
serve individuals who are
not adequately served by ex-
isting social programs.
The goal is to improve the
nutritional content of diets
in low-income families.

Silentman encourages
participation in this grass-
roots organization. Volun-
teers can donate time to
serve on an advisory board
or donate storage space for
the food bank. Call 801-587-
2271 for more information.

In addition, Silentman is
working on a McElmo
Creek irrigation project
and development of the pro-
posed sheep dairy.

Andrea Dyer is working
on projects in Moab and the
La Sal Mountains. The bi-
ology graduate from Mesa
State College is completing
a tree inventory of Moab. In
addition, she is working
with the Grand Water Con-
servancy District to develop
guidelines for recreational
use of Ken's Lake.

Dyer will further her edu-
cation with studies in
botany or counseling.

SAN JUAN RECORD
AZTEC, NEW MEXICO
MARCH 22, 199§
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The Daily Times Farmington, New Mexico

SPECIAL TO THE DAILY TIMES

About 20 AmeriCorps
members, most of whom are
based in Durango, Aztec and
Shiprock, and other communi-
ty members gathered at Bob
Browning’s ranch on National
Service Day to help prepare
for the young visitors expect-
ed soon. ‘

The idea for Our Ranch San
Juan Inc. was developed by
Browning and supported by
the AmericCorps’ local mem-
bers, who work together to
create a safer and stronger liv-
ing environment for their
community. AmeriCorps
members Erick Aune with the
Natural Resource Conserva-
tion Service and Shantel
Farnsworth with the Rural
Economic Development Dis-
trict, both of which are locat-
ed in Aztec, organized the
| event and solicited donations
of supplies from 21 local busi-
nesses.

Our Ranch is a 45-acrg
ranch, which is called home
by horses, one Texas long-
horned bull and other farm
animals.

Browning has offered the
use of his ranch to local disad-
vantaged youth who would
like to learn horsemanship
skills and enjoy being around
farm animals.

The ranch offers a safe
environment for youth to
establish relationships with
their peers, as well as with the
animals at the ranch. Provid-
ing a positive experience at
the ranch, where the youths
input is valued and rewarded
by the animals, is one of the
goals of Our Ranch, said orga-
nizers.

The long range mission of

AmeriCorps

Our Ranch San Juan Inc. benefits from volunteers

Ranch San Juan Inc.

Photo courtesy AmeriCorps
Shantel Farnsworth sits on a Texas long-horn bull at Our

he idea for Our Ranch San Juan
Inc. was developed by Browning
and supported by the Americ-
Corps’ local members, who work
together to create a safer and
stronger living environment for

their community.

Our Ranch is to provide a pro-
ject on which the entire com-
munity works together to
enhance the enjoyment of life
for all residents of the com-
munity, organizers said.
Projects completed by the
AmeriCorps members, com-
munity volunteers, sixth grade
students from Nenahnezad

Boarding School in Fruitland,
and by volunteers from the
Farmington DWI treatment
facility include surveying the
location for the new petting
zoo, repainting picnic tables
and a large awning above the
tables, pulling weeds, laying
irrigation pipe and painting
the entrance way.
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Fl‘he Aztec Local News
KmeriCorps in San Juan County

Since early 1989, the Aztec Theater has been the home of the San Juan Chapter 9 of the
Disabled American Veterans (DAV). The building was a shambles when it was donated to
the DAV. Since then, with patience, their own and donated funds, and lots of ingenuity,
DAV members have been renovating the building, The goal is to create a com fortable space
for their own meetings and an entertainment and meeting space for the community.

So far, the members of the DAV estimate they have volunteered 36,000 hours and spent
$18,939 on repairing the building, With youthful vigor and dedication, the volunteers have
achieved some amazing results. Trash was cleared, walls were stabilized, a kitchen was
instatled, and energy conservation measures were implemented. A thrift store was also
established to raise funds. _

Recently the DAV received a boost in their efforts when AmeriCorps offered their ser-
vices. AmeriCorps members were referred to the Aztec Theater Project by Aztec City
Manager Debi Lee. The DAV, AmeriCorps, and Lee worked together on a grant proposai to
replace the deteriorating roof, to upholster the theater seats, and to re-stucco the front of
the building. The grant was mailed on Feb. 7, and all involved eagerly await the outcome,
which will be announced after Feb. 27.

AmeriCorps is a program that engages diverse groups of Americans in performing criti-
cal service to meet human environmental, public safety, and educational needs in return
for vouchers for education, vocational training, or loan repayment. The Jocal team mem-
bers, Ana Gomes, Laura Horochowski, and Erick Aune, are working in the Natural
Resources Conservation Service office in Aztec. %
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Food bank in Blanding gets new coat

The Americorps team
painted the town of Blan-
ding — at least that is how
the team members felt as
they painted the inside
walls and ceiling of the
newly acquired San Juan
County Food Bank build-
ing.

The new food distribution
center will open later this
month, primarily through
the efforts of Americorps
team member Henry Silent-
man. Silentman wrote the
proposal to establish a food
bank to serve San Juan
County’s needy population.

Food will come from do-
nations and purchased from
the Utah Food Bank and lo-

cal food stores. Needy fam-
ilies will be given a nutri-
tionally balanced seven-
day food supply.

Henry Silentman coordi-
nated the inside paint party.
Fellow Americorps team
members Andrea Dyar,
Sam Sellers, Eldon Miller,
Anna Prawl, and Nancy
Steele; their Americorps su-
pervisor, Kresha Eastman
and her son, Klint; and
Allison Williams, a local
VISTA volunteer working
with students at Albert R.
Lyman Middle School, all
participated in the project. _

Local Boy Scouts may
clean the grounds as a pos-
sible Eagle Scout project.
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study region’s population growth

the Four Comers regioa in
“Basin Bulletin” last Fcbruary.
Growth in any onc communily will have
implications for others.
The San Juan Forum will undertake a
projec. the next several months that
looks ai growth in a regional sensc. Ana

I discussed population growth in

Gomes, Erick Aune, Laura
Horochowski, and Shante! Farnsworth,
who are Ameri-Corps workers out of the
Aztec office, have become partners in
this project. They will collect data on
growth throughout the Four Corners
region, and they’ll use it in a survey of
citizens in the region.

By David Eppich,

We will compile the results into a
report that will show directions of
growth in communities of the San Juan
Basin and how these directions might
affect cach of the other communilies.

I have described im an earlier
colummn the importance of forests to
the entire Four Corners region. Many

FOUR CORNERS BUSINESS WEEKLY
AZTEC, NEW MEXICO
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AmeriCorps in
San Juan County

Team USDA/AmenCorps nwmbers
arc all abroad at the Naturai Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) office mn
Arwc. NM. They wil be assisung the
HUB Resource. Conservation and
Development (RC&D) program. a rursl
devclopment initiative with the mission
of identifying and malching focal -
zens' needs with opponunities and sofu.
tions to problems. By accelerating con-
servation, development and utilization of
natural resouces. RC&D serves 1o
improve the general level of economic
activity and to enhance the environment
and standard of living of local communi-
ties. RC&D is a USDA program admun-

istered by the NRCS. The AmeriCorps
team will focus theu efforts in the
SanJuan. McKinley and Cibola counties
of New Mexico,

The team has been contacting local
governments and communily groups 10
offer their services and identfy necds.
Alrcady, they are participating in three
projects inthe tri-city area. They are cur-
remly looking for projects. with un
emphasis on industries bascd on natural
resources. in which they can be 1nvolved.
They are open (o suggestions and able t©
do the research and the granl wnlng
necessary (o gel things done. Feel free 10
contact Ana Gomes. Erick Anne or
Laura Hotochowski at the NRCS office
at 505-334-6X2K. 1)

The San Juan Forum will host a
conference on October 11-12 that will
build from the forest association meeting
and concentrate on improving rural
economies and forest health by promot-
ing new and more etficient uses of forest
products.

As Kirk Johnson also states, “A
growing number of participants in forest
policy deliberations have come to
believe that economic and environmental
goals must be joined, or both will
ultimately suffer,”

If you have comments or questions,
please write to Dave Eppich, San Juan
Forum, ¢/o Fort Lewis College, Du-
rango, CO 81301-3999, or call 970-247-
7328.

(David Eppich, a Farmingion native,
is the executive director of the San Juan
Forum and assisiant to the president of
Fort Lewis College.}

catilies in our area are now coming
together to work through the issues
concerning healthy forests.

Kirk Johnson, a research analyst with
the Northwest Policy Center at the
University of Washington, states, "The
time is right to expand incentives for
promoting environmental stewardship
and !ong-term economic productivity on
forest lands. After years of debate, a
growing number of on-the-ground
partnerships are forming, involving large
and small landowners, tribes, environ-
mentalists, public agencies, universities,
and others. These partnerships are
helping to pioneer the concepts of
walershed and ecosystem management,
and to develop new, environmentally
sound strategies for revitalizing re-
source-based economics.”

A conference held on May 4 by the
San Juan National Forest Association
was a good start in this new approach.
Laurie Gruel, director of the forest
association, facilitated this excellent
meeting. Presenters included Dr. Bill
Romme of Fort Lewis College, Mike
Znerold and Jim Powers of San Juan
National Forest Service, and Mike
Preston of Fort Lewis College, who is
the project coordinator for the Pine Zone
Project.



Bird Condo

Volunteers from Americorps hoist one of two new purple martin houses installed Monday at the Robert
Stahl Natural Area off River Road in Bedminster Township. From left are Doris Ignatow, Wendy Aresge
and Chris Marahan. The deluxe bird houses, donated by the Garden Club of the Somerset Hills, are de-
signed to attract colonies of purple martins, which feed on mosquitos and other flying insects.
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Job program boon to area nature sites

m Workers in President Clinton’s Americorps college assis-
tance program help the southern New Jersey environment
while gaining valuable job experience.

By RICHARD DEGENER
Staff Writer

CAPE MAY COURT HOUSE —
The rare winter tourist who
stumbles into Cape May County’s
welcome center on a cold Feb-
ruary day normally would be

lucky to get somebody to point
them in the direction of the
beach.

But this February, thanks to
President Clinton’s Americorps
program, that tourist will meet
Linda Gray and get the complete
scoop on all of the resort penin-

sula’s ecological gems.

They may end up heading over
to the Wetlands Institute or
Leamings Run Gardens. Soon,
they will even be carrying a bro-
chure of environmental “dos and
don’ts” that Americorps worker
Russell Holst is preparing.

“It's been nice to have people
to assist the tourists. Normally in
winter we don’t have anybody,”
said Robert Patterson Jr., who
directs the Cape May County
Chamber of Commerce.

Promoting “ecotourism,’
teaching Atlantic County school
children how recycling helps the
environment, planting dune
grass in Ocean City, and design
ing a program to protect wells
from pollution.

These are just a few of the
things Americorps workers are¢
doing in the Cape-Atlantic re.
gion, and doing it at no charge tc
the organizations they assist.

[]See Program, Page A4
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AmeriCorps team in EA
finishes map transfers

The USDA/AmeriCorps team
based in Easl Aurora has com-
pleted transferring the 32 Erie
County Fish and Wildlife Service
National Wetlands Inventory
maps [rom paper to computer
formal. The data were joined by
compuler lo create a complete
Erie County wetlands map. The
five-member Leam began this
work when their service term
started in September.

The wetlands data, when
overlayed on other computer
maps, will provide an efficient
and accurate means of identifying
wetlands locations, boundaries
and classifications to agencies
and municipalities with
Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) capabilities. The
AmeriCorps team will make the
data available al no cost to local
communities in their effort to
promote the use of GIS in West-
ern New York, according to a
recent press release.

“Getting things done for
America is the AmeriCorps mot-
to,” said John Whitney, USDA

NRCS District Conservationist
and program director. “T'he five
members of the East Aurora
bas>d AmeriCorps team have cer-
tainly lived up to that motto. In
the last few months, they have
developed and assembled many
data layers that will help with
efforts to implement geographic
information systems throughout
Eric County. Benefits of the
AmeriCorps teain’s efforts are be-
ing realized as communities start
using GIS to more elfectively and
efTiciently protect environmental
resources and direct future devel-
opment with grealer sensitivity to
environmental constrainls, eco-
nomic impacts, communily needs
and individual land rights.”

In addition to the wetlands in-
venlory mapping, ongoing US-
DA/AmeriCorps projects include
creating a GIS tax parcel base
map for rural areas of Erie
Counly in conjunction with In-
teligis Corporation, producing a
series of forest management
maps with the Seneca National of
Indians, and generating original
maps with the WNY Land Con-
servancy, American Chestnut
Foundation, West Seneca
AmeriCorps, Governor’s Office of
Voluntary Service and a number
of other agencies and community
organizations.

Of the 42 USDA sponsored
AmeriCorps sites nationwide, the
East Aurora based program is the
only one in New York State.
Members are Melissa Brice of
Clarence, Michael Gangemi of
Hamburg, Lisa Matthies of Al-
den, Jeffrey Rosier of Arcade and
Betsy Vazquez of Lancaster.
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Alden Resident Participates
in AmeriCorps Project

Alden, first to receive Wetland data from study

Lisa Matthies

Lisa Matthies, a 1990 Alden High
School graduate and a 1994 graduate
of Alfred University, recently helped
complete transferring 32 Erie Coun-
ty Fish and Wildlife Service Nation-
al Wetlands Inventory maps from
paper lo computer format. Matthies,
23, is part of a five member
USDA/AmeriCorps team based in
East Aurora.

As an example of how the work
AmeriCorps does aids communities,
Lisa explains, “By request, we have
plotled two maps of the Town of

Alden - one displaying NYS DEC
Wetland delineations, and one show-
ing US Fish and Wildlife Service
Wetlands. These maps will provide
an accurate and efficient means of
locating wetlands in the Town of
Alden. Alden is the first town in
Erie County lo receive Wetland dala
from AmeriCorps.”

The wetlands data, when over-
laid on other computer maps, will
provide an elficient and accurate
means of identifying wetland loca-
tions, boundaries, and classifications
to agencies and municipalities with
Geographic Information System
(GIS) capabilities. The AmeriCorps
team will make the data available at
no cost to local communities in their
effort to promote the use of GIS in
Weslern New York.

In addition to the wetland inven-
tory mapping, ongoing
USDA/AmeriCorp projects include
creating a GIS tax parcel base map
for rural areas of Erie Counly in
conjunction with Inteligis Corpora-
tion, producing a series of forest
management maps with the Seneca
Nation of Indians, and generating
original maps with the WNY Land
Conservancy, American Chestnut
Foundation, West Seneca Ameri-
Corps, Governor's Office of Volun-
tary Service and a number of other
agencies and communily organiza-
tions.

Of the 42 USDA sponsored Ameri-
Corps sites nationwide, the East
Aurora based program is the only
one in New York State.



AmeriCorps program contributing much to nation’s future

If the focus of the current (and un-
timely) political debate over the 5-
month-old AmeriCorps national service
program were directed toward the re-
sults of full-time service instead of
AmeriCorps “volunteer” status, critics
threatening to eliminate the program
would note:

AmeriCorps programs are devoted
to increasing the quality and volume
of community service by taking advan-
tage of America’s resource of youth.
By working directly with the communi-
tv on a full-time basis, AmeriCorps
members enhance their communication
and teamwork skills, gain a strong
wense of personal achievement and re-
sponsibility, and, most importantly, in-
crease their awareness of and commit-
ment to community needs.

Two AmeriCorps programs exist in

Western New York — a NYS Corps -

Collaboration site in West Seneca and
a National Direct program sponsored
by the United States Department of
Agriculture in East Aurora. As one of
the five members of the Ameri-
Corps/USDA team based at the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service in
East Aurora, I see the benefits of
AmeriCorps firsthand.

The goal of our AmeriCorps pro-

‘gram is to support resource manage-

ment and protection in Western New
York in part using Geographic Infor-
mation Systems. Our focus has been
on digitizing data (converting maps
from paper to computer format) for
efficient, accurate analysis and man-
agement. In the short time Ameri-
Corps has been in existence, we have
worked on GIS projects in cooperation

BUFFALO NEWS
BUFFALO, NEW YORK
FEBRUARY 25, 1995

with numerous local agencies and mu-.
nicipalities, assisted in soil and water
conservation practices, and trained and
worked alongside eight Earth Team
volunteers.

The need for quality production of
digitized data and instruction in GIS
will become essential as increased
members of organizations store and
manage cartographic data by comput-
er. The East Aurora Ameri-
Corps/USDA team has incredible po-
tential to facilitate GIS data
production and education in Western
New York — but only if AmeriCorps
survives the war of words in Washing-
ton.

LISA A. MATTHIES

AmeriCorps/USDA
Alden
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EA USDA/AmeriCorps offers geographic, map resources

The USDA/AmeriCorps Team
based at the East Aurora district
office of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service has
geographic and natural resource
data available for Western New
York community organizations
and agencies at no cost. Through
the' use of Geographic Informa-
tion System (GIS) technology,
AmeriCorps has created or ac-

quired the following computer
data:

® Wetlands in Erie and Niaga-
ra Counties delineated by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
National Wetlands Inventory.

® Wetlands in Erie and Niaga-
ra Counties delineated by the
NYS Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation.
. ® A School District map of Erie

County that follows parcel lines.

@® Tax Parcel boundaries and’

Real Property Information
System parcel labels for the
Towns of Wales, Holland, Sardi-
nia, North Collins and Collins (so
far). Included are fire, water and
sewer districts, political boundar-
ies and rights-of-way,

® Roads, waterways, political
boundaries in Western New York

from the U.S. Census Bureau
TIGER files.

All data can be plotted at scales
most effective for the user’s needs
as paper maps or exported- by
computer to organizations having
GIS capabilities. Using GIS,
AmeriCorps members can also
create maps displaying more than
one of the listed data coverages to
customize maps based on the us-
er's needs. For example, a map

.showing parcel lines overlaid with

wetlands has been created of the
Town of Wales. This type of map
is especially important and effec-
tive in resource management and
land use planning. Members of
the AmeriCorps/USDA program
can also provide initial instruc-
tion in GIS and are available for
demonstrations of GIS technology
and its applications in community
planning and resource manage-
ment.

Activities are underway to com-
puterize soil maps from the pub-
lished “Soil Survey of Erie
County, New York.” This data
should be available for northern
Erie County by next fall.



AmeriCorps unit completes

mapping chore for county

The five-member Ameri-
Corps technical unit based in
East Aurora has completed its
lirst task, computerizing paper
maps of Erie County’s wetlands
so that as map overlays they
are readily available for devel-
opers and municipal planners.
~ The unit, guided by District
Conservationist John Whitney
of the U.S. Soil Conservation
Service, began work last Sep-
tember. The computerized data
when overlayed on other com-

puterized maps will provide an
efficient and accurate means of,
identifying wetlands for agencies
with Geographic Information
Systems. The East Aurora
AmeriCorps unit is one of 42
tied to a U.S. Department of
Agriculture agency and the only
one of its kind in New York.

Other tasks awaiting the-.
team during its service period
are crealing a computerized itax
parcel map, forest management
map and other maps. The; East.
Aurora AmeriCorps team will
be working with the Seneca In-
dian Nation, Western New
York Land Conservancy, Amer-
ican Chestnut Foundation, the
Governor's Office of Rural Ser-
vice and West Seneca Ameris
Corps unit and other agehcies.

Technical AmeriCorps mem
bers who work 1,700 hours are
yaid $6.62 per hours up to 1

12.000 and are given a $4,700
tuition voucher,

THE BUFFALO NEWS
BUFFALO, NEW YORK
FEBRUARY 21, 1995



A program that works
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catch fire. 3 v
Berg, a formerBpring Valley
resident, believed f y

enough in the pro-
gram to devote a pati of his life
‘0 it. And as director.of the US.

Jepartment of Agriculture's

APRIL 17

alties across the country.’ -

well,” says Berg, who's 30 and a
£ 1982 Spring Valley High School
aduvate. “T've met with hun-
2 of members around the 7
toount. , and I like to work' ¥
uou;d'du.bememmmy

g the way he made at
riCorps projects and pitched
in with constructing fishery habi-
. pruning trees and building
ls.

In Nebraska he helped cart
away debris from a stream bed
for a Mood cleanup project. In
local programs that emphasize
education, he has entered class-
rooms to weigh in on environ-
mental and nutritional themes.

“Communities throughout the
country are benefiting from Joel
Berg's tireless efforts on behalf
of National Service,” says Eli
Segal, the president of Ameri-
Corps, formally known as the
Corporation for National Serv-
ice.

SEE>
EGg3

College down payment

The USDA has more Ameri-

Corps members — 1,200 — than
‘any other federal agency. The
program enrolls 20,000 people
age 17 or older, primarily young
adults, in 350 nonprofit pro-
grams.

Corps members run child-
hood immunization programs;
build inner-city gardens; fix di-
lapidated homes; restore wildlife
habitats; tutor students in Head
Start and early childhood educa-

tion programs; escort the elderly
ugh high-crime areas and
orm other activities, all the
e earning money that will
p pay their college bill.

If workers can make it
through one year's work, they
will have put in trust a $4,725
grant they can draw on to pay
for college or vocational train-
ing. The commitment can last
one or two years. Those hired
also get a $7.600 annual stipend

~ ahent minirmoae wase — nloe
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“I can attest that it's working

SERVING THE COMMUNITY: Samona Wilson,
clothes for the needy last week ar Bread for the
director of the Department of Agriculture’s com

AmeriCorps

How to join

Call: 1-800-94-CORP

What you'll get: An
information package on how
the program works, a listing
describing all the programs
in the country, and an
application form to fill out
and return to AmeriCogps
natonal headquarters in
Washington, D.C.

needed.

AmeriCorps cost $376 million
to administer last year, the pro-
gram started in September. Berg
says it costs about $20.000 per

martirinant Thic vaar tha ne-

lion, in anticipation of a growing
membership. The project’s goal
is 100,000 members by late 1996,
at a three-year cost of $1.5 bil-
lion.

At 20,000 members, the pro-
gram enrolls 4,500 more than the
Peace Corps at its 1966 peak.

AmeriCorps is run by state
organizations and financed in
part by local contributions. Com-
munities decide what kinds of
service are in their best interest.
Programs that qualify must
meet the educational, human,
environmental or public safety
needs of the communities.

Berg defines the USDA com-
ponent’s role in AmeriCorps as
threefold: fighting hunger, which
encompasses 150 members; pro-
tecting the environment and ru-
ral development, which occupy

Mark Bey. Vaughn Howard and Joel Berg, in black shin, sort
City in Washingion. D.C. Berg, formerly of Spring Valley. 15 the
ponent of AmeriCorps, which sponsors the anti-hunger team.

o1l News Servica/B P

opment are college graduates
and receive a $12,000 stipend.

“For regular folks, it’s very
popular,” Berg says. “It cuts
across all ages and ideologies.
Most of the members are in their
early to mid-20s, but a fair
number are in middle age and a
bunch are senior citizens.”

Full-time work

Berg notes the program re-
ceived bipartisan support in Con-
gress. When AmeriCorps
legislation passed in 1993, 26
House Republicans and seven
Senate Republicans voted for it.
Rockland's congressman, Rep.
Benjamin Gilman, R-Middle-
town, co-sponsored the original
legislation for the program.

"“He’s been an enthusiastic

As head of a division of AmeriCorps, a Spring Valley native
members:making a difference jn-communities around the nation

'

Council
5 on
national mm. 1988-1991;
member, BA Clinton's

team, .

presidential

1992; director of public 2
affairs, U.S. Department of
Agricutture, 1992; USDA
director of public liaison,
1893; USDA director of
national service, 1994 o
present.

mwmmwy 1

Andrew Zarutskie, a Gilman
spokesman. “He anticipates sup-
porting its continuation if and
when it comes up for a vote. He
feels it's a good program and he
doesa't care who i

Not everyone m is
satisfied with AmeriCorps, how-
ever. Some Republicans on Capi-
tol Hill want to abolish the
program,; others consider the
corps members volunteers who
should not be paid. Berg scoffs
at that notion: members work
full time, putting in 1,700 hours
per year, he says.

“The day you can find people
who serve in the military and the
Congress for free is the day you
can find someone to work year-
round for free,” he says. “Most
of our members are from the
middle class. If they didn't get
paid a small living wage, they
couldn’t afford to do it.

“No one is doing it just for
the money, but you need money
to eat for a year. I challenge
critics to go out and see a site,
see the work being done. This is
a full-time commitment to serv-
ice”

Berg says no Rocklanders are
members of the USDA compo-
nent of AmeriCorps, and that the
closest project to Rockland is in
Middlesex County, N.J. In the
overall AmeriCorps program,
the closest projects are in New
York City.

Because members usually are
recruited by local community
service groups and no national
clearinghouse yet exists, Ameri-
Corps officials could not say if
any Rocklanders participate in
the overall program, says Ame-
riCorps spokesman Bill Barrett

Budding politician

Berg's involvement in com-
munity service stems from his
longtime interest in politics At



AMERICORPS
continued from C1

age 14, he wrote an article in the
Kakiat Junior High school
newspaper on what he viewed as
drug abuse among his fellow stud-
ents.

When the school board moved
to squelch the article, Berg sought
local newspaper and radio cover-
age to publicize his position.

“I felt it was a greater First
Amendment issue,” he says. “That
started me in politics. I saw how a
person in office could affect public
policy.”

At age 18, he ran for a position
on the East Ramapo district’s
school board. While a student at
Columbia University, he worked
on Democrat Gary Hart’s presi-
dential campaign, and on Bruce
Levine’s first campaign for the
Rockland County Legislature in
1985.

Berg continued to forge his
imprint in the political arena after
graduating from Columbia in 1986.
That year, he accepted the Demo-
cratic mantle in the race for state
senator against popular incumbent
Eugene Levy, who won easily.

Thereafter followed a stint

working in New York on Bruce
Babbitt’s presidential campaign.
After the election in 1988, Berg
came to Washington and landed a
job as a policy analyst for the
Democratic Leadership Council’s
Progressive Policy Institute. His
primary issue was national serv-
ice.

The council, chaired by Sen.
Sam Nunn, introduced a project
called City Year in Boston that
attracted Clinton’s attention, Berg
says.

“In the past, programs like the
Peace Corps and VISTA (Volun-
teers in Service to America) were
mainly for upper middle class
people. And there were other pro-
grams for kids from lower eco-
nomic levels. But City Year
connected all kinds of kids. Clinton
saw this and he went from enthusi-
astic to evangelical. He made na-
tional service one of the
centerpieces of his campaign.”

‘Getting things done’

Berg worked on Clinton’s cam-
paign for a year and was a memb-
er of his transition team. For three
months, he held the position of
U.S. Department of Agriculture
director of public affairs, report-
ing to then Secretary of Agricul-
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A program makes a difference

ture Mike Espy.

For the next year, he served as
USDA director of public liaison,
which entailed dealing with special
interest groups.

“People have to remember
that the USDA is not just involved
with farming,” Berg says. “It's
also nutrition, inspecting meat,
world development, research, na-
tional forests.”

A year ago, Berg secured his
current position, USDA director of
national service, in which he
strives toward four general goals:
“getting things done, promoting
community, building responsibility
and expanding opportunity.”

Berg works with community-
based agencies such as youth serv-
ice corps, soil conservation dis-
tricts and county governments. He
reports to Segal, the AmeriCorps
president, and Dan Glickman, the
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture.

“The leadership and spirit of
Joel and his colleagues at the
Department of Agriculture,” says
Segal, “have inspired creation of
service programs that make a
difference to thousands of fami-
lies, and give hundreds of Ameri-
Corps participants a chance to
give something back to their coun-

tl'y."
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AmeriCorps' James Bradley To Assist
With Home Loans On Reservation

The United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) announces
that AmenCorps member James
Bradley will be working- in an
outreach program on the Cherokee
Indian Reservation through the
Rural Economic and Community
Deveiopment Serviee (RECD). Mr
Bradley is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Red Bradley of the Soco
communty. -

AmeriCorps is 2 program that
engages diverse groups of
Americans in performing critical
services 1o meet human,
environmental, public safety, and
educational needs in return for
vouchers for education, vocational
training, or loan repayment after
1,700 hours of service.

USDA is running three types of
AmeriCorps teams at urban and
rural siics nationwide: an Anti-
Hunger Team, a Public Lands and
Environment Team, and a Rural
Development Team. ’

Bradley will be working with
the RECD Guarameed Housing
Loans Program which assists
moderate-income Americans who do
not have a down payment when
qualifying for a mongage, The
USDA/AmeriCorps member's main
goal during this time of service is
1o build an cffoctive outreach
program between RECD and the
Eastern Cherokee Tribe. He will

also be working in Jackson, Swain,
and Haywood Countics.

Many lending institutions are
hesitant o make housing loans ©
members of the Tnbe residing on
the Qualla Boundary due to the
Possessory Land Holding situation.
Bradley will be warking through the
RECD Guaranteed Loan Program 0
encourage banks to make housing
loans to Tnbal members.

The RECD also makes low
interest home repair loans and
granis, which may only be used for
needed structural repair of to remove
health or safety hazards. Applicants
must be over 62 years of age to
qualify for a grant.

Anyone with questions about
the RECD Guaranteed Housing
Loan Program or home repair loans
and grants, call Bradley at (704) 586-
5549. You may also call your local
lending insowion for information
on the Guaranieed Housing Loans

" program.

The AmeriCorps member will
also be compiling a directory of
available local resources for use on
the Reservation. Anyone with
information about other sources of
funding for housing, about any
possible housing grants, or about
any Indian-owned businesses such
as contractors, surveyors, plumbers,
electricians, that could be in¢cluded
in the directory may call Bradley at
the same number.
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AmeriCorps volunteers to tackle Asheville parks

By Clarke Morrison
STAFF WRITLR

Teams of volunteers will
spend the next year beautifying
and improving accesy to some of
Asheville's parks as part of Presi-
dent Clinton’s AmeriCorps nation-
al service program.

The program is providing
$12,000 to hire recent UNCA
graduate Diane Ducharme, who
also will receive a $4,725 stipend to
be applied toward graduate school
or student loans, said J.C. Smith of
the U.S. Forest Service, the agen-
cy supervising the effort.

Ducharme will recruit volun-

teers and coordinate the work on
Martin Luther King Park, Weaver
Park, Walton Street Park, the
Montford Center and Reid Center.

“We are excited to be working
with the city of Asheville to make
our local parks more accessible to
all members of the community,”
said Fred Foster, rural develop-

ment coordinator in the Forest
Service's Asheville office. “The
Asheville Parks and Recreation
Department has offered money,
materials and expertise to make
this joint project succeed.”

The city and the Forest Ser-
vice will hold a iickofT ceremony at
Weaver Park at 11 a.m. Thursday.

Smith said many of the city’s
park facilities aren't accessible by
the handicapped. For example,
gates to tennis courts and basket-
ball courts are too narrow to get
through, water fountains are too
tall, and bathrooms aren't accessi-
ble, he said. :

- And yes, the wheelchair-
bound do play tennis and basket-
ball, Smith said.

“We also hope to plant trees,
shrubs and flowers to make our
parks more attractive,” said Ray
Kisiah, city parks director. “Based
on the response we have received
s0 far, we are optimistic that there

will literally be a flood of local vol-
unteers to help ensure the success
of this community project.
Through the help of community
groups we will be able to accom-
plish a great deal more.”

To volunteer, call 257-4215.

Clinton signed the legislation
creating the national service pro-
gram last year. The goal is to give
Americans opportunities to serve
their country in organized efforts,
fostering citizen responsibility and
building their communities.
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AMERICORP VOLUNTEER: CHEROKEE ~ Robert Hawk II, an AmeriCorp
volunteer, will begin working in Cherokee on parks and recreation plans as well as
cleaning up and developing new parks, said Susie Arkansas, of the Tribal Planning
Office. AmeriCorp is a national service program where volunteers are paid a $12,000
stipend and a $4,725 stipend toward their education or student loans. Hawk, who will
be working with Arkansas, will be doing a reservation-wide survey to pinpoint needs
In the community and then develop a priority list based on the survey. An overall
parks and recreation plan will be put in place and then volunteers will be signed up
and donations and grants sought, Arkansas said.




— Slafl Photo by Lillie-Beth Sanger
AmeriCorps volunteer Brent Smith, 24, of Sentinel
packs dirt around a red cedar seedling as that will
be part of a windbreak.

From Page 1

ter belts on all sides. It also shelters wildlife,
from deer to turkeys.

Pat Curtis owns shelter belt No. 1 and re-
members her husband, the late Horace Curtis,
telling stories about helping plant the wind-
break to stop the blowing sand, which they
called “sugar sand” because of the way it
moved. _

Curtis’ father opened his land to the radical
shelter belt idea amid skepticism from other
farmers, Pat Curtis said.

“We were in a drought. There was no rain
coming in,” and farmers didn’t think the trees
would live, she remembered. “Some of the
farmers didn’t want to give up their land.”

But Horace Curtis didn’t take his shelter
belts for granted, said Pat Curtis, noting her
husband’s protective attitude in taking care of
the nation’s first one.

“The years have taken some of them, but
those that are left are those that were planted
60 years ago,” Pat Curtis said. “That’s some-
thing. For that, he just didn’t want it de-
stroyed.” .

The windbreaks aren’t hard to spot on OKla-
homa’s landscape. Trees are planted in rows

and line edges of fields. Smaller trees are plant--

ed on the outside, the larger ones closer to the
field to provide the greatest protection. Fuller
trees, like cedars, often fill in gaps.

And if you stand inside one on a windy day,
you can hardly feel the breeze.

Sixty years after “No. 1,” a new group of
workers is renovating shelter belts in western
Oklahoma as members of AmeriCorps, the na-
tional service program implemented last year.

Brent Smith, 24, joined theé program to pay off

"Mdng
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um Shelter Belt

Was America’s First

By Lillie-Beth Sanger
< Lawton Bureau

Col. Frank H. Shepard remembers
well the blowing sand and dirt that
gave Oklahoma a place among the Dust
Bowl states in the 1930s.

‘Shepard, 75, of Midwest City also re-
members the efforts in which he partic-
ipated to conserve the soil for Oklaho-
ma farmers by planting trees and
reshaping farmlands.

“The sand had blown so hard it had

: ‘covered up all the fences,” Shepard

said. “You couldn’t find the fences. You
couldn’t find the farm implements. ...
You could actually see the soil mov-
mg_". \

At the time, he became part of the
Civilian Conservation Corps’ move-
ment to plant rows of trees — called
shelter belts — to serve as windbreaks
for the farms losing soil to erosion.

CCC volunteers planted 2,000 miles

of shelter belts in Oklahoma alone, as
well as others from Texas to the Dako-
tas, said Dwain Phillips, a public af-
fairs specialist with the National Re-
sources Conservation Service in
Stillwater.

Their efforts helped put an end to the
Dust Bowl, he said.

The first shelter belt in the nation,
located near Mangum, was planted
March 18, 1935. It still has the same
trees, along with a few new ones.

On Friday, Shepard and other for-
mer CCC volunteers, state conserva-
tion officials and members of the
AmeriCorps volunteer service program
will celebrate the 60th anniversary at
the shelter belt. -

The Mangum shelter belt, one of the
larger ones planted, is about 12 rows of
trees thick and provides the windbreak
on an isolated field surrounded by shel-

See TREES, Page 2

student loans and to learn more about the soil
conservation side of agronomy, his major at
Cameron University in Lawton.

Since- September,”he has cleared debris,
chopped down:dead trees and prepared the
ground for planting ngw ones. =~ - :

The shielter'belt where Smith works at Moon-
light Farm near Sentinel, owned by Rusty Rig-
gin, now has just one row of tall trees because
high winds last summer destroyed many of the
others. :

Smith and his work crew began planting two
more rows of red cedar seedlings last week.

“It feels good to actually see what we've ac-
complished,” Smith said. Newer windbreaks
contain three to five rows of trees, unlike the
first one’s 12 or so.

Many farmers take the windbreaks for grant-
ed because they were planted so long ago, said
Linden Haygood, district conservationist for
the Conservation Service in Mangum.

“They’ve been here forever, and a lot of times
they (farmers) don’t care for them the way they
shouid,” Haygood said.

He said that since the AmeriCorps program
began last fall, more have asked for their
names to be added to the waiting list.

The shelter belt celebration will begin at 10
a.m. Friday. The 20 AmeriCorps program mem-
bers in southwest Oklahoma, all, working
through the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
will be recognized, and U.S. Rep. Frank Lucas,
R-Cheyenne, and Paul Johnson, chief of the
Conservation Service, will be among the speak-
ers.

A lunch will follow.
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Sentinel AmeriCorps members are busy with the will be honorrd on its 60'!h anniversary next week.,
help of Kevin Rozell and his Sentinel technology March 18. Working on the sign are Michael Smith,
students making signs to put in the windbreak that Matthew Callahan, Chad Gross, AmeriCorpg, and

Chris Keen., TSI students.

Ceremony to honor oldest
living shelterbelt in nation

The oldest living shelterbelt in
the nation, located in the north
part of Greer County, will be 60
years old on March 18. A spe-
cial program has been planned
at the site of the shelierbelt lo-
cated on the Pat Curtis farm, 10
miles north and five miles east
of Mangum. The program will
also recognize the National
AmeriCorps Service. The event
will begin at 10 a.m.

Guest speakers will be U.S.
Representative Frank Lucas and
NRCS Chief, Paul Johnson.

For more information on the
arogram. contact the Great Plains

esource Conservation and De-
velopment office in Sentinel at
405-393-4319. The AmeriCorps
Service Program, one of three in
Oklahoma involved in environ-
mental service, is housed at the
RC&D office also. Tom Wilson
is Project Director for the
AmeriCorps team which is work-
ing to renovate the windbreaks.

Shelterbelts were planted as
part of the Prairie States Forestry
Project in the late 1930s and
early 1940s to help control wind
erosion during the “Dust Bowl.”
Over 2,000 miles of windbreaks
were planted in Oklahoma under
this project which was originally
managed by the USDA Forest
Service and transferred to the
NRCS in 1942. Civilian Conser-
vation Corps (CCC) members
helped plant many of the first
windbreaks.

The 20 persons working for
the AmenriCorps, six of them out
of the Sentinel office, are remov-
ing dead trees and replanting ar-
eas that have been lost over the

ears.

“These shelterbelts have pro-
tected cropland and pastures for
more than 50 years. As these
AmeriCorps crew-members reno-
vate and make new plantings,
ranchers in western Oklahoma
can continue to have windbreak
protection for many more years,”
says A.E. "Buddy" Cranford,
Sentinel, president of the Okla-
homa Association of Conserva-
tion Districts (OACD) and board
member of the North Fork of Red
River Conservation District.
Cranford says, "These National
Service Initiative AmeriCorps
members are providing a valu-
able public and community ser-
vice to landowners in western
Oklahoma and gaining valuable
job skills while eaming educa-
tion awards.”
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SHELTERBELT - This Forest Stewardship sign was

e
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recently unveiled at the nation's oldest sheltecbelt
site in Greer County. Pictured, from left: Leonard
Graumann, director’of the Greer County Conserva-
tion District; Buddy Cranford, president of the
Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts;
Nancy Deaver, director of the Oklahoma Community
Services Commission; State Rep. Jack Bonny; U.S. Rep.
Frank Lucas; and landowner Pat Curtis.

More than 200 people attended
a celebration in Greer County on
March 17 marking the 60th
anniversary of the first
shelterbelt planted in the nation

US Rep. Frank Lucas, many
state senators and rep-
resentatives, conservation
agency leaders, Civilian Conser-
vation Corps alumni, AmeriCorps
members and area residents took
part in the ceremony.

The shelterbelt was planted on
March 18, 1935, by CCC alumni
and others. Louise Phillips of
Chevy Chase, Maryland, wife of
the late George R Phillips, was
on hand at the anniversary
celebration to recognize the con-
tributions of her husband and
the continuation of that work by
local members of AmeriCorps.
George Phillips planted the first
Australian pine in the shelterbelt
and was also the first sta
forester in Oklahoma. $

............

Twenty USDA-Natural
Resources Conservation Service
AmeriCorps members are
currently working to renovate
and restore shelterbelts and
windbreaks in western Oklaho-
ma by removing dead and
diseased trees, clearing out
debris, piling brush foe wildlife
habitats and replanting more
desirable tree species in selected
areas. Three teams comprise the
20-member corps, with eight
members housed at the Wood-
ward office, six at Mangum and
six at Sentinel

Project partners include NRCS,
Oklahoma Conservation Commis-
sion, Oklahoma Association of
Conservation Districts, Oklahoma
Department of Agriculture-
Forestry Services, and the
Oklahoma Department of
Wildlife Conservation. Each
agency was recognized at
banquet ceremonies in Elk City
on March 16 for its contributions.



Program Employs Youths
To Clean Up Windbreaks

Western Oklahoma will be
the focus of a program to
preserve and renovate existing
windbreaks in a program
through AmenCorps, a nation-
al service program employing
youth and helping conserve
national resources across the
country.

An agreement has been
signed with the Oklahoma De-
partment of Agriculture, the
State Soil Conservation Servic-
es, the State Conservauon Com-
mission and the Association for
Conservation districts to em-
ploy 20 youth, 17 years of age
and older, to work on preserv-
ing the windbreaks most of

which were planted during the .

Dustbowl| era of the 1930s.

Area coordinator of this pro-
gram will be Mark Rose, with
Great Plains Resource Conser-
vation and Development Asso-
ciation (405) 562-4882.

His office currently is locat-
ed at Burns Flat but will be
moved to Sentinel by Oct. L

Young men and women de-
siring to apply should contact
him in the near future. Forms
are available.

One of the focuses of the

© program will be the first such

windbreak in the county
which was located in Greer

. County.

A special ceremony involv-
ing this site is scheduled for
Friday, Oct 2l. Congressman

t Frank Lucas has been invited

to participate in the program.
The program is funded with
both public and private sup-

|- port.
(.. Rose notes that not all wind-
L.

_ELK CITY NEWS
ELK CITY, OKLAHOMA
AUGUST 21, 1994

PRESERVING WINDBREAKS — Commissioner of

Agriculture Gary Sherrer, SCS State Conservationist
Jack Jones, Oklahoma Conservation Commission
Director Mason Mungle, and Vice President of Okla-
homa Association of Conservation Districts A.E.
Cranford of Sentinel sign an agreement to cooperate
on AmeriCorps. AmeriCorps is an environmental
program that will provide jobs and help conserve
natural resources in western Oklahoma.

breaks will be able to have
work done on them in the one-
year life of this specific pro-
gram.

Any landowner who desires
work on a windbreak on his or
her property is urged to con-
tact Rose in the near future.

Rose notes that the interest
evidenced in this program will
determine whether this kind of
effort will continue in the fu-
ture.

The agreement was signed in
Oklahoma City on August 3 by
Commissioner of Agriculture
Gary Sherrer; SCS State Conser-
vationist Jack Jones; Oklahoma
Conservation Commission Di-
rector Mason Mungle; and Vice
President of Oklahoma Associ-
ation of Conservation Districts
AE Cranford of Sentinel
Cranford is also district direc-
tor of the Northfork Conserva-
tion District, headquartered in
both Sayre and Sentinel
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O/dest .S‘he/ter Belt Honored |

SHELTERBELT - This Forest Stewardship sign was
recently unveiled at the nation’s oldest shelterbelt
site in Greer Count;r Pictured, from left: Leonard

Graumann, director

of the Greer County Conserva-

tion District; Buddy Cranford, president of the
Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts;
Nancy Deaver, director of the Oklahoma Community
Services Commission; State Rep. Jack Bonny; U.S. Rep.
Frank Lucas; and landowner Pat Curtis.

More than 200 people attended
a celebration in Greer County on
March 17 marking the 60th
anniversary of the first
shelterbelt planted in the nation.

US. Rep. Frank Lucas, many
state senators and rep-
resentatives, conservation
agency leaders, Civilian Conser-
vation Corps alumni, AmeriCorps
members and area residents took
part in the ceremony.

The shelterbelt was planted on
March 18, 1935, by CCC alumni
and others. Louise Phillips of
Chevy Chase, Maryland, wife of
the late George R. Phillips, was
on hand at the anniversary
celebration to recognize the con-
tributions of her husband and
the continuation of that work by
local members of AmeriCorps.
George Phillips planted the first
Australian pine in the shelterbelt
and was also the first st.ate
forester in Oklahoma.

Twenty USDA-Natural
Resources Conservation Service
AmeriCorps members are
currently working to renovate
and restore shelterbelts and
windbreaks in western Oklaho-
ma by removing dead and
diseased trees, clearing out
debris, piling brush foe wildlife
habitats and replanting more
desirable tree species in selected
areas. Three teams comprise the
20-member corps, with eight
members housed at the Wood-
ward office, six at Mangum and
six at Sentinel

Project partners include NRCS,
Oklahoma Conservation Commis-
sion, Oklahoma Association of
Conservation Districts, Oklahoma
Department of Agriculture-
Forestry Services, and the
Oklahoma Department of
Wildlife Conservation. Each
agency was recognized at
banquet ceremonies in Elk City
on March 16 for its contributions.
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Job program investing in conservation

Patterned after the CCC of the 1930s, AmeriCorps workers
take their turn on the windbreaks of western Oklahoma

8Y DAN CRUMMETT

lton Vaughn. 77. has farmed
the light soils of Greer County
since 1942 when he retumed
from the Seabees to farm wath his
father. The windbreak that extends
westwdrd from his current home
was already there, beginmng :o con-
trol what had been a farmer's night-
mare only several years before.
“We bought our first tractor in
1936 or '37. and you could
drive it over the dunes in this fleld.”
Vaughn pointed. noting today's field
as it gently rolls. neatly surrounded
by windbreaks on three sides.
The windbreaks planted by mem-
bers of the Civillan Conservation
Corps (CCC), the federally-spon-
sored work program born of the
|drought and depression of the
1930s. have served well. Vaughn
Iwﬂ] tell you they've stopped a lot of
| sand and have allowed him to farm
wheat, cotton and alfalfa since he
l came home to help his dad. whose
| fatling eyesight was ending his ca-
reer.
’ But, windbreaks are ltving crea-
tures, and like all other creatures
' they age. More than a half-century
of standing up to the hot summer
winds of southwest Oklahoma has
k.llledsomeolmegneealnme 1940
vin plan two occasions
Vu:x'l 'pc:;:" the planting, se-
lectively cutting some trees for fence

vaidhdf-ouﬂurywtomloﬂtol

Removal of dead underbrush
breaks that date back to the 1930s and "40s.

ts to make room for new growth.
till. without additional periodic
maintenance the winbreak's Sibe-
rian eims. desert willaw and
mulberrys ultimately will give up.
That's where the modern-day
counterpart of the CCC entered the
picture this fail. A team of 11 young
people empioved under the USDA's
new Soil Conservation Service

AmeriCorps provided the
hbortoupm‘#:u;hn':m-
break. and many others in a 23-

Guoru-u'a
oyed in

aging windbreak receives a face lift from young peopie employ the USDA

AmenComps program.

one of the first

munrymdwestunomalg&:
Overall. 20 members of the -

homa Public Lands and Environment
Team currently are employed in west-
erm counties to renovate windbreaks.
They are organized into three teams
based at Sentinel. Mangum and
Woodward.

Using chainsaws, axes and gloved
hands. the teams follow directions
provided by state foresters and SCS
personnel to scour out the under-
growth of old windbreaks. remove
dead and fallen limbs and. in gen-
eral. prepare the old;plantings for
planting season. -

During coid weather, team mem-
bers will be back planting modermn
windbreak vaneues, such as pecan.
to fill some of the holes age and
decay left in the windbreaks over the
years. In addition. the clearing of
undergrowth and brush will allow
existng trees to be tnvigorated and
will provide for natural regeneration.

Team members also will be in-
volved in constructing fences on
windbreaks exposed to cattle, to pre-
vent trampling of young trees be-
fore they can become established.

In all cases. the AmeriCorps team
works hand-in-hand with the land-
owner, SCS and state natural resources

For their efforts the workers re-
cetve roughly a minimum wage pay-
check. heaith insurance coverage and
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AmeriCorps working in county

Making $4.23 an hour plus
$4,700 scholarship bonus

mmmmnuwmmm;mmkltthemCampbeﬂfnrmnwdet.Nohoe
the protective gear worn by Charl Marshall of Clinton, on the right. Robert Martin of Broken
Bow, on the left, wore the same except he didn't don the jacket for the camera.

By CAROL ANGLE

In President Clinton's
State of the Union message, he
said AmeriCorps has many
more participants than the
Peace Corps ever did but most
Americans don't know what
it is.

In Alfalfa County, it is the
whine of chainsaws at work
in a grove oll'old trees. It is
young ple working for
nchohnr; monq

AmeriCorps is the new na-
tional service program, a
domestic Peace Corps. Par-
ticipants are paid $4.23 an
hour for 1,712 hours of work
(10 months) and earn a bonus
of $4,700 in scholarship
money. They can be in the
program for two years; that is,
if Confnu continues the pro-
gram for a second year,

For the last few weeks, an
AmeriCorps unit has been
working through the Okla-
homa Soeil Conservation Ser-
vice on shelterbelts in the Jet

area. The crew is completing
three conservation projects
for Dean Campbell and Kyle
Campbell.

Anthony Lovelace of Alva
supervises a crew of three
men and four women,
Lovelace is a graduate of
Northwestern Oklahoma
State University and has a
master's in agriculture edu-
cation.

Robert Dotson of the
Natural Resources office
(former SC8) in Cherokee
said he and a state forester lo-
cated the sites, then the
forester wrote the windbreak
restoration plan and forest
stewardship p

At the Carnpbell shelterbelt
one mile north and one mile
west of Jet, the crew is rejuve-
nating an old stand of three
rows of trees which had been
planted to prevent wind ero-
sion of the sandy soil. The
north row of mulberry trees

See WORKING Page 3
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Continued from Page 1
has been trimmed back al-
most to stubs which will grow
back again. Dead limbs were
cut from the other two rows.
Some of the trunks and limbs
were made into firewood
lengths for Campbells. All the
smaller limbs and brush
were arranged in a row down
the length of the shelterbelt for
wildlife habitat. Then a row
of cedars will be planted on
the south side.

The project is cost share
with the landowner paying
one-half the cost of the trees
and a fence which the corps
will build to keep cattle away
from the new seedlings.

The AmeriCorps workers.
are paid by the federal gov-
ernment.

The project is headquar-
tered in Woodward although
dome of the workers live in
Alva. They have to provide
their own housing. Each day
the crews have been driving
from Woodward and back as
Kart of nine-hour days so they

ave short work days in
Alfalfa County. They have
every other Friday off. In bad
weather, they find alternate

~ work to do in the Woodward

area.

After the corps was orga-
nized last fall, these seven
people started working near
Mutual, then on a farm near
Woodward, then they came to
Jet. After they finish here,
they plan to go to Arnett.
Their ten months will be up in
June.

Interviewed individually,
all the participants were en-
thusiastic about the program
and about how it has given

them an incentive to go back
to school.

Robert Martin of Broken
Bow said he wants to become a
state park ranger.

"I was interested in
AmeriCorps because my mom
told me that my grandpa was
in the CCC in the 1930s. I
wanted to see what kind of
work he did," Martin said.

The CCC was the Civilian
Conservation Corps of the de-
pression years. In that pro-
gram men traveled to work
camps and lived in barracks
or dormitories while they
worked for a low wage. CCC
veterans have said it kept
their families from starving.

Amanda Squires of
Norman said she learned
about AmeriCorps from the
newspaper. "I applied, inter-
viewed and was accepted. I
want to go into environmen-
tal science,” Squires said.

Leslie Woldridge of
Watonga also learned about
the program through the
newspaper. "I plan to go into
wildlife management. I
started to be a vet but I've
changed my mind," she said.

Charl Marshal of Clinton
is hoping the program will be
continued another year. "I
want to go into environmen-
tal studies, teaching, making
people aware about natural
resources. We have seven
years to use the scholarship.
They get you in here and edu-
cate you. It gives you a little
push and some money. We

need some cleanup in
America," she said.
Rick Freeman of

Woodward explained how the
program works and said, "I

plan to do some type of botani-
cal science. I want to make
the world a better place.”

Mary Ager of Woodward is
36 and is raising three school
age children as a single par-
ent. She said AmeriCorps is
giving her a chance to switch
her life around.

"With this year's money,
I'll pay off an old federal
loan. It is a good opportunity.
I'm a recovering alcoholic
and I've worked at various
jobs. I'm interested in
wildlife and forestry,” Ager
said. She is originally from
North Dakota.

She too hopes the program
can continue a second year.

Bryan Farrell of
Woodward, 18, graduated
from high school last spring.
A friend of his mother heard
about AmeriCorps and told
him. .

"I had quit a job I had with
a freight company. I had been
working for them for three
years but it interfered with
school. I plan to go to Southern
Nazarene College in Bethany
and major in elementary ed-
ucation or environmental
awareness,” Farrell said.

Counseling is available to
the participants to help pre-
pare them for college.

Across the U.S.,
AmeriCorps members are
working on all kinds of pro-
jects, including helping im-
munize infants, tutoring
teenagers, working with the
ill and elderly and restoring
natural resources.

For information about
AmeriCorps National
Service, call 1-800-942-2677 or
TDD 1-800-833-3722.
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First AmeriCorps worker to focus on water, sewage plans

By Barbara Hehn
. cfthe Daly Couner

CAVE JUNCTION -- Rural
development in a small town in
Ihe Dlominican Republic has a lot
in common with rural develop-
ment in a small town in southwest:
ern Oregon.

Marcus Kauffman, the new
community develnpment coordina
lor for the Illinois Valley, knows
the similarilies well. As a Peoace
- Cnrps valunteer, he helped set up

waler collection and storage sys
{fems, as well as construct o
latrine in a Dominican Hepublican
communily with few such facili
lies,
© In his new post in the Ilinnis
Valley - - the first AmeriCorps
position in the vatley — he’ll help
1he Community Hesponse Team
mect goals outlined in the region’s
strategic plan. And one of the big
. #oals outlived in thr plan is to
improve and expand water and
‘sewage systems. )

Same thing, bigger scale

Bul for Kauffman, 26, the expe-
rience of helping a community
solve its problems and accomplish
goals has a personal lwist. This is
his home town.

Kauffman grew up in the 1l
nots Valley and recently relurmsd
after leaving to earn a bachelor's
degree in international studies,
with ao empbasis on Third World

¢conomic development, from the
University of Oregon. Then, he
joined the Pcace Corps, helping
rural Dominican Hepublic com-
munities improve infrastructure,

Trained as a rural youth volun-
teer, due le his experience with
Future Farmers of America and 4-
H as a youngster, he was sent to
the northwest corner of the small
Caribbean island nation.

“1 started off in rural youlh
projects,” he says. That is, he
managed a baseball {eam com-
posed of Dormninican Republic chil-
dren.

““There arc bundreds of kids
there and everyone wants 1o play
hasehall," he explains.

With sports a mawnstay of com-
munily participation, Kaufiman
organized a program that brought
nevded sports equipment lo rural
commumnities. Through contacts at
Hlinois Valley High School and
other schools, unused athletic
equipmen!l was shipped to the
small country. The sporting goods
were then distributed to those
community groups willing to put
their labor toward a communily
project. he says

fine suecess slory was a com

nty latrine

LI v people in the com

MARCUS KAUFFMAN
Drawn (o rurel communiles

munity didn’t have latrines,"” he
says Seo, Kauffman organized a
project that built a simple latrine
near a community building that
served as a center for social func
tions.

Then there was a project lo
provide drinking water

'‘Aboutl bwo-thirds of the vil
lapers didn’l have access lo
potable water,” he says Instead,
there was a large, concrele cistern
withir the community that was
perisdicaily filled by the gevern-
ment Lo provide for basic needs.

The idea was simple enough:
Capturc rain water that falls from
November through March via gut-
lers attached to rouls, then store
the water in cislerns fur use later
in the season.

Using system designs, Kaufl-
man wrote grant requests that

garnered funds from public and .
private agencies. The money .

came Hirough, but within days of
the project's implementation,
Kauffman severcly injured his leg,
sending him back te the 1.8, for
reconstructive surgery. Another
velunteer saw the project through

Though now out of the Peace
Corps, Kaulfman saw a need to
continue belping rural cotnmani
Lies. This tinie, President C! 1ton’s
AmeriCorps program pro «led a
way to employ him at a lecal
level.

“This is an oppertunity to do

preat things,”” Kauffman savs of -

the program. Not only with the
communily benefit from the help
but he’ll also have $4,700 & year in
student loans paid off for his
elfort,

The ¢xperience alsa is piving
Iy o opgorlunty to retor to s
roals

I spenl my formative yuar:
eollepe,” b says "Fm having

linois Valley native returns after a stint in the Peace Corps

relearn the community."”

And, the -community has
changed in recent years. More
people have mnoved in, and those
involve promoting projects
have changed faces.

"I'm weorking on outreach now
lrying to get more peapls
invelved,” he says. Most impor
tant is te get these willing to com
mit for at least a year of service
Involved in working toward mect
ing the community's goals

The Community Resp
Tearmn will meet at 7 pm  Thurs
day at ltlinois Valley High Schoo
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AmeriCorps rebuilds
trails, park shelters

By Patrick J. Sullivan
Leader Staff Writer

While President Clinton con-
tinues to defend his AmeriCorps
youth service program in the

face of a looming Republiean.

budget-cutting ax, the federal
program is getting things done
on the Olympi¢c Penineuls.
A 35-member AmeriCorps
rew of young men and women
‘-o three months inte & 10-
onth program to improve’pub-
lic recreation facilities in Jof-
ferson and Clallam counties.
The work includes Olympic

Neational Park and Quilcense
Ranger District trails and camp-

grounds, county parks and pic-

nic shelters and a city park.
“When we look back over what
wa've done o far, {t's been huge
in just a quarter of the time we'll
be here,” said Joff Parker, &rojoct
coordinator employed by North-

west Youth Camp (NYC), an Or- -

egon-based company contracted
to manage the Olympic Penin-
suls program.

*The crews have developed a
Jot of new skills and we're doing
projects that probably wouldn't
get done otherwise,” Parker
said. '

That'strue, accordingto Dave

ohnson of the Quilcene Ranger
‘im'ict'l operations staff.
“The Forest Servicenolonger
has a budget for extensive trail
or campground or picnic area
maintenance,” Johnson admit-
ted. “AmeriCorps i{s getting
more donedn one year than we

“We're doing
projects that
probably
wouldn't get
done : -
otherwise.”
- Jeff Parker,

project coordinator,

Northwest Youth Camp

An unscheduled project
earned ¢crew membersimmense
praise, Twenty-nine volun.
teered to help with flood control
in Decemberalong the Quilcene
River. Some worked a full shift
on AmeriCorps projects and
then spent eight more hours in
rain and mud hoisting sand.
bags.

Campaign promise
President Clinton cam-
paigned for the AmeriCerps pro-
am, ‘initiated through the
nited States Department of
Agriculture (USDA).
AmeriCorps was funded for
1995-96, slthough Republican
eritics have 8lready threatéened

tuition and fees at any college,
university or trade school, Each
person has seven years toussor
Jose the grant, which may also
be ussd to pay off an existing
federal student loan. Interest
on a student loan s deferred
during a person's program par.
ticipation.

orkers are alsopaid $7,680,
which works out to about $4 an
hour for the 1,700 net hours
assigned to tasks.

Jefferson and Clallem
county's respective park and
recreation departments each
pravide atleast $25,000 (in-kind
services, materials, equipment

_ ormoney)while private sources

are funding $100,000 for work
done in each county. :

. Fort Worden 8tate Park per.
sonnel support the programs by
makingliving quartera available.
The National Forest Foundation
(NFF) allocated $560,000 to im-
prove the barracks with new wir-
in(. paint and carpet. Whidbey
Island Naval Air Station donated
surplus beds, dressers and other
furnishings, .

Barracks life

Some AmeriCorps members
are moving into rental housing
— which is allowed — so those
remaining at the Fort Worden
barracks have more space.
Learning to live with people
from different ethnic and per-
sonal backgroundshasbeenone
of the program's good experi-
ences, said Kevin Brockway, 30,
acrewleader émployed by NYC.
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CHALLENGING PEOPLE TO SHAPE A BETTER FUuTURE NOw

FUOITO AT MLIFE KERYY

Working
from the
Ground Up

Amber Porter-Perifory, a first
grader al Vernon Elementary,
lends a hand ta Robert Smith, 8
volunteer with AmeriCorps’
EnviroCorps.

The two were part of a group of
volunteers and Vernon students
planting shrubs in Alberta Park
recently.
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W The AmeriCorps
project leaves its
‘mark in The Dalles

By TOM STEVENSON
Managing Editor

There is much work 1o be done
on the grounds of thc ncw
Columbia Gorgc Community
Collcge campus.

Projects arc backed up, wailing
for thc umec, moncy and man-
power to become available to gel
them donc.

One of thosc projects — a new
retaining wall that holds back a
bank along thc main driveway —
has becen donc thanks to a
y ~ative agreement between
llege and the ncw
orps Program.
¢ AmcriCorps Program was
designed and implemented by
President Clinton as an oppor-
tunity for thosc who want 10 go
1o college — but for financial
rcasons cannot afford to. Under
the program’s rules, participants
sign up for a ycar, work on a
number of different projects for a
minimal weekly salary, and at the
end of the year get a $5,000
education voucher.

For many ‘the commitment is
one year, for others it can be two.

It takes quitc a commitment
for someone 1o siep outside cach
day 1o work in all kinds of condi-
tions, doing work o bencfit the
environment, all for only $156 a
week. There is a carrot dangling
at the end, however, and it is that,
along with an opportunity Lo
lcam many skills, that has at-
tracted a wide assortment of
people w0 the program, according
1o Jerry Gabay.

Gabay is the dircctor of the

Adams Cecnicr of the

west Scrvice Academy,
,ﬁ is a part of the
eriCorps program. He was on

hand last weck 10 wach six
mcmbers of onc of hs threc
ninc-pcople crews wok on the

THE DALLES DAILY CHRONICLE
THE DALLES, OREGON

Serving Oregon's Wasco, Sherman, Gilliam and Hood River counties and Kl

Fopar

AMEBICORPS IN ACTION — Brenl Force (left) and Carl Lampman were two team members from th
AmeriCorps Program who were working recently on a new refaining wall at Columbia Gorge Com-
munity College. Both work through the Northwest Service Academy’s Mi. Adams Center. (Staff photo

by Tom Stevenson)

new retaining wall at Columbia
Gorge Community College.

“It is a diversc group,” said
Gabay. “Wc havc three
grandmothers in the program,
and we have people right out of
high school.”

Under the guidclines of the
AmcriCorps program, all of the
projects the tcams work on have
lo be cnvironmentally related.
The 1cam that was working at
CGCC had carlicr been building
a fence around a waler project in

Washington before being snowed
ouL Ncar Estacada, they built
about five miles of trail in the ML
Hood National Forest At the
samc Ume the crew was working
in The Dallcs, another group was

See AmeriCorps, page 7

B
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THE WHOLE CREW — Crew members from the AmenCorps
retaining wall at Columbia Gorge Community
Glowacki, Brent Force, Kim Pope, Carl Lampman, and John D

S

Tom Stevenson)

AmeriCorp

Continued from page 1
enhancing habitat for walcrfowl
on Wells Island at Hood River.

Yet another team recently
finished working three weeks dis-
mantling Hope's Place, 2
women's shelicr in While Sal-
mon that bumncd. The environ-
mental conncction there, Gabay
noted, is that the ncw Hope's
Place will be a solar building and
will have a statc-of-thc-an recy-
cling program.

The work is not easy, as Jen-
nifer Glowacki, a recent high
graduate from Timber noted.

“The work is hard,” said
Glowacki. “The first project we
did was trail building and il ook
2 lot out of you. But we got used
w it, and we have a good tme
working together, so that helps.”

Glowacki joked that the leam
had recently ook a week off for
raining, and then moved 10
Columbia Gorge Community
College to begin the latest project
and the sore muscles quickly
returned. But 10 her, it is cenainly
worth it

“The scholarship at the cnd
makes it all worth while,” she
said. “But 1 just graduated and
this is giving me a chance 0
figure out what I want 1o do.”

Carl Lampman, a 23-ycar-old
from White Salmon, had worked
construction since he graduated
from high school, but has wanted
1o go to collcge 1o study cn-
gincering. It was his mother who
handed him the applicaton for
the AmenCorps program.

“If you're looking to further

ur education and looking for a
challenge in your life, then |
would say ‘yes. do this,'”
Lampman said. “li"s also nice o
kmow that what we're dong 1S

, MUrinwest Service
Academy .., — |

WELCOME Y ———{

Pwmwmhmna
College inciude (from left) Christina Wellman, Jennifer
uff, the Team Sleward. (Staft pholo by

going to affect future genera-
uons.”

John Duff, a 26:ycar-old
former resident of the cast coast
who camc w0 the program via
Scattle, was the “ieam steward™
on duty at the college. He was
quick 10 note that the program
was of[ 10 a good start.

“Things arc going well," he
said. “There have been a lot of
things we had not anticipated, but
that is part of it being the first
ycar. What I'm enjoying sceing is
the success people are having.
They are sticking with the
program, seiing goals and reach-
ing them.”

Becausé he is a member of the
actual “management staff,” Dufl

will not get the $5,000 cducation

voucher at the end of the year. He
said he chose 1o become a part of
the AmeriCorps leam because be
“wanlcd 1o do something for the
environment, something outdoors
and 1o work with people.”

“It's been a greal expericnce
so far,” said Duff, who has his
Bachelor's Degree in English and
plans on furthering his cducation.
“The dynamics of working in a
group like this arc really inicrest-
ing."

Since the program began late
last summer, only four people
have dropped out, Gabay said.
Onc was asked 1o lcave, while
the other three chose 1o depart for
personal reasons.

The Northwest Service
Academy is one of similar
programs crcated as parnt of
AmcriCorps, Some of those in-
volved live on site at Trout Lake,
and their room and board is
deducied trom their $156 per
week. Others live at home or in
other privale residences.

Those from the ML Adams

Center work throughout the
Mid-Columbia region, and Gabay
said he is hearing [rom a number
of groups and agencics who arc
inicrested in having groups do
work.

“We met (last week) with some
people who want us 1o do some
riparian work on Fifteen Mile
Creek,” Gabay said. “The BPA
also wants us 0 do riparian work
on other crecks. The Dufur His-
torical Sociely has talked 1o us.
All of those ase in the conceplual
stage. We would also really like
to do some work on the
Riverfront Trail in The Dalles.

The projects being ac-
complished by those in

_AmeriCorps arc quite likely
projects that would not get done -

otherwise — at least nol as
quickly, Gabay notcd.

*“We are going out and working
in the communities,” said Gabay.
“We hope people will see what
can get done.”

Those who have work donc by
AmeriCorps workers pay for it in
various ways. In the case of the
college, CGCC officials agreed
0 give lition grants for par-
ticipants of $200 per day that the
crew is working on the campus.

Gabay said that he is uncertain
how the grants will be used, but
different options are being ex-
plored, ranging from_a class
being taught 1o all in the ML
Adams Center, w individuals get-
ting further Lraining.

“It is a cooperative effort that
works,” Gabay said.

The Northwest Scrvice
Academy is currenlly recruiling
for new crew members 10 begin
working in January. For addition-
al information about the program
contact Leigh Hancock at (509)
395-3467.
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Also provides
college money

By PAUL FATTIG
of the Mail Tribune

APPLEGATE — Eagle Point
resident Melissa Powers, 20,
gave up her job at a local pizza
restaurant to join AmeriCorps.

“I want to earn some money to
help me with college,” she ex-
plained. “I want to get a degree
in forestry and work outside.”

Seattle resident Lynne Pe-
tersen, 21, who had been work-
ing as a nanny while going to
college, was also looking to earn
money to further her education.

“I wanted the discipline and
the college education,” she said.
“Also, I wanted to learn a lot
aeout the environment.”

i it there was another reason
rsen, who sports a thin sil-
nose ring, had for joining.

“I think it will be fun,” she said
with a grin.

The two were among the 38
young adults standing in the rain
near the Star Gulch barracks in
the Applegate Ranger District
that will serve as their home
base for the next 11 months.

The camp, which began Tues-
day, will be administered by the
Northwest Youth Corps in a
partnership with the Rogue Riv-
er National Forest. It is one of
eight AmeriCorps camps that
have been established in the na-
tion.

Under the national service
program created by President
Clinton, participants receive up
to $7,500 per year in pay plus an
educational award of $4,725 at
the end of the year to go toward
college or trade school expenses.

During their tour, the coed
group, ages 17 to 24, will learn
career skills while doing tasks
ranging from trail maintenance
to construction projects.

The 38 participants come from
as far as North Carolina and
Minnesota, but most — nearly 30

re from Oregon. They were
ng thousands of applicants
» applied for AmeriCorps
SUus across the country, and
were selected based on their ex-

AmeriCorps stresses work ethic

KNOTTY — Members of Americorps practice a team-building technique, untying a human
knot without letting go of each other's hands.

perience, enthusiasm and career
goals.

“A youth program such as this
is exactly what the forest is look-
ing for,” Rogue River Forest
Supervisor Jim Gladen told the
group. “This is just the thing we
need to help our spirit.”

Carl Lierman, 76, of Tigard,
who worked for two years in the
Civilian Conservation Corps that
ran from 1933 to 1942, told the
young crew that it is also what
the nation needs.

In addition to teaching young
people a good work ethic and
providing training, it would also
provide community service, he
said.

“This is what our group (CCC

alumni) was hoping that Bill
Clinton would do, something for
you kids,” he said.

In addition to working on For-
est Service and Bureau of Land
Management projects, the
AmeriCorps crew will assist
communities such as Butte Falls
and Prospect in a variety of civic
chores. The communities have
each received $100,000 federal
grants awarded through the
Northwest Economic Adjust-
ment Initiative aimed at provid-
ing economic stability to North-
west timber-based communities.

“Our age group kind of gets a
bad rap for being apathetic and
lazy,"” said Dan Miller, 23, a crew
leader who has bachelor’'s de-

grees in resource management
and public policy. “This program
gives us an oppartunity to dem-
onstrate that is not true.”

The Star Gulch facility, which
is still being spruced up for the
crew, includes separate bunk
houses for men and women, a
dining hall, a recreation/meeting
hall and a staff trailer. No drugs
or alcohol will be allowed.

A husband and wife will cook
dinner for the crew and help the
crew prepare bhreakfast and
lunch.

“We're stressing real health-
oriented food.” Miller said.
“They are going to need healthy
meals because we're going to he
working them hard.”




AmeﬂCorps no boodcﬁgle in

By PAUL FATTIG
ot the Mail Tribune

BUTTE FALLS — Hisa Huelter has a
challenge for those in Congress contem-
plating cutting the budget for Ameri-

*They should come out and work with
us and sce how hard we work.” said the
AmeriCorps member. “If they think what
we're doing is stupid, then they don’t
know what's going on."”

Congressional leaders, vowing to reduce
federal spending, have questioned the
merits of the $580 million in funding for
the 20,000-mcmber national service €orps.
President Clinton, who touted the pro-
gram in his state-of-the-union address last
month, wants Lo expand the program.

Under the program, participantis re-
ceive $7,660 in living allowance during
their 10-month Lour, and a $4.725 educa-
tional voucher to be used for college or
trade-school tuition.

Since joining AmeriCorps last [all,
Huetter, 18, of Ashland, and the olher
members based 2t the Rogue River Na-
tional Forest have been cutling trails,
planting (rees, Luilding cresion control
projects. cleaning up after forest fires and
wurking on various construction projects.

In the local community hall, built 40
years ago, AmeriCorps members are re-
storing the interior and adding a long
awning over the entrance.

Over at the county branch library build-
ing, they have started building a storage
shied. Plans also call for building an exten-
sion on Lhe local fire hall. And they are
rehabilitating restrooms in the nearby
park.

Those projects are being financed by a
§$110,000 grant reccived by Butle Falls
through the Northwest Economic Adjust-
ment Initiative for timber-dependent
communities. Prospect has received a sim-
ilar grant.

Huetter, who was working on a ranch in
Codorado before joining AmeniCorps, says
the program allows young people to learn
work skills and earn money (or education.

“T've learncd a lot of patience,” she saiud,
noting she intends 1o go to college upon
completing the program. “1 plan Lo go into
architecture. I like doing canstruction. It's
preat to dearn how things are put to-
sether.”

Y edunteer supervisor Bill Tucker. 55,
formeer town marshial ol Batte Falls, likes

e, TG
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Cisco Villastrivo, 19, works on the Butte Falls community center in an AmeriCorps project.

the way ““ie program has come together

“We't: welting repairs that have been
badly 1 - ded for years,” Tucker said. “I
honest!. helie ~it’s as good a program as
you're «nin, ‘~t 1o help a community
like thi.. Th e, other wav ] can think
of that this Ki ' of work wous) get done.

“And they .su great workers,’ he
added. “As soon .s they know whal you
want, Lhey get right to it."

Tim Dodge, 21, of Cottage Grove, spent
three years studying environmental
science at Oregon State Universily betore
joining AmeriCorps.

“Probably one of the toughest things 10
do now:days is Lo et a joh strisght out of

college,” he said. "'l wanted to get some
work cxperience before completing my
degree.”

Dodge nlso wants doubters Lo visit an
AmeriCorps work sile.

“The best way Lo know what’s going on
is 10 get outl here,” he said. “IUs hard to
put down on paper what we're getting
from Lhis program. We're earning what
we're getting.”

Cisco Villastrive, 19, of Woodburn,
agreed.

“J{ Jeeps me out of trouble.” hve said of
the propram. “And ['/m leacning new stuff
all the ume.”

Befare jomnmz AmeriCorps. hie worked

in a glass lactory.

“1 want 1o go buck 1o school.” he said,
“The only reason I'm not going o school
now was that I didn't have the inoney.
This program is really helping me ou.”

Laurel Alexanian, 20, of Spokane, who
was painting a reom inside the hall, was
working in fast-food restaurants 51X
months ago.

“I wanted to do sometiung that bad
more of a purpose,” she said, adding that
she is interested in pursuing a carcer in
wildlife biology or conservation.

I like learning the different types of
work.” she sid. adding, “TU1 luok good on
my resiune. oo

Butte Falls .
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First AmenCorps worker to focus on water, sewage

mem
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CAVE JUNCTION -- Rural

the Response Team
meet poals in the region’s
strategic plan And one of the big

Zeals eullived in the plan is te
improve and expand waler and

rience of belpin s communit
solve its pﬂiﬂna‘a mph‘

Iz has a perseoal twist. This is

home tewa.

Kauffman grew up im (he JLi-
Bods V and recently returmed
after lea te earn a bacheler's
degree a intermational stodies,

wilh a0 emaphasis en Third Werld

ecenami¢ developmend, [rem the
Univeraity of Oregon. Then, be
ph-dh?uuﬁamhdﬂ

vural Dominican Republic comy-;:

munsbes inprevs uxirastrectere.
Tromad as a rural yeulh volue-
Leer, due Lo bis experionce with
Putwre Fasmers of and 4
Hasa , be was sent bo

prejects ** he says. That is, be
managed a ba {eam com-
posed of Deminican Republic chal-

**“There arc hundreds of kids
there and everyome wanls 10 play
baseball,” he

With aports & mumnstay of com-
munily participation, Kasdfman
» program that brought
needod sports cqupment lo raral
osguTraniies. contacts at
limois Yalley High Scheol and
other schools, unwsed atblelic
equipment was shipped to the
small country The sporting goodls
were them distributed te those
commaunily groups willimg te put
their labor toward a communily
preject, he says

e success slury was a com-
musity Jatrine

“"Mesl of the pesplo in the com-

MARCUS KAUFFMAN
&m:omm

munily dida’t have lalrines," be
says. So, Kawl(man organized a
project that huilt a .um‘[ie latrine
near o commumty bmidin
served as o center for

1oms.

Then therc was a projcct lo
provide dnnking water.

“*Aboul two-thirds of the vil-
lagers didn’l have access lo
potable waler,” hc says. Instead,
there was a large, concrete cistern
within the community that was
periodically filled by the govern-
menl to provide for basic moeds.

The idea =
Capture raia water sl s

‘Nevember Guoagh March via gut-

lers attached (o veofs, then store
tiee waler in cislerns for uee laber
inlhm - .
Using system designs, Kawufl-
mn wrote grant reyoests that
' garnered funds from public sad
private agencies. The meney
came through, but within days of
ojecl’'s implemenlation,
severcly injured hix leg,
sending him back te the US. for
receastruclive surgery. Anether
voluntoer saw the project threugh.
Theugh now out of the Poace
Corps, Kauffman saw a noed to
comlinve belping rural cemmuni-
ties. This time, tdent Clinton’s
AmeriCorps program provided a
l:::.l to employ him at a local

“This is an oppertunity to do
preal thimgs,' Euﬂmn says of
the program. Net only with the
communily benefit from the help,
but be' also bave $4,700 a year in
student loans paid eff for his
effort.

The experience also s giving
hisny an opporiumty to retum to his
Toots.’

"I spepl my {ormative years in
college,” he says. “I'm having

rejearn the commumity.”
And, lhe -community has
chamged in recent years, More
bave moved in, and those
avolved in premoting projects
bave changed {aces.

"I'm working om owbreach now
trying te get more peapls

invelved,” he says. Most impor
tant Is to get these fo com
mit for at beast a year of servicc
invelved in working teward mect
ing the commamily’s goals.

The Community Responst
Tearm will meet al 7 pm. Thurs
day at Illinois Valicy High Scheol

llinois VaJIey native returns after a stint in the Peace Corps
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Forest work camp to open in June|

Youths get chance
at jobs in the woods

By PAUL FATTIG
of the Mail Tribune

PROSPECT — A forest work camp for
teenagers from timber-dependent com-
munities in Oregon and northern Califor-
nia is set to open June 26. .

The eight-week camp for 33 yout
ages 16 to 19 will be the only one of its
kind in Oregon, and officials say they're
optimistic federal funding will be ap-
proved in June to expand it to year-round
use.

It will be operated by the nonprofit
Northwest Youth Corps at Camp Katydid,
a former nursery owned by Boise Cascade
Corp.

Patterned after the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps camps of the Great Depres-
sion, the camp is a partnership project
between the Eugene-based Youth Corps,

i

~ 6 6A lot of the work they’ll be doing
are projects we've wanted to do for
a long time but haven't had the
work force or the funding.??

- — Tom Dew,
forest employee

Boise Cascade and the Rogue River Na-
tional Forest.

“The program focuses on developing
job skills,” said Bill Murphy, a Northwest
Youth Corps official who will serve as
camp coordinator. “It's kind of a first step
for many in that it gets them out into the
real world.”

Participants will be paid $4.75 an hour,
working 38 hours a week on forest pro-
jects that will include everything from
developing recreation sites to improving
wildlife habitat and clearing trails.

In addition to creating employment for
youth, the camp will provide education
while promoting teamwork, discipline,
responsibility and self-confidence, he
said. The youth crew will be divided into
three teams of 11 workers.

. - A special effort is being made to recruit
youth from communities hard-hit by the
depressed timber industry, he added.

“Everyone who applies will be asked to
fill out an application,” Murphy said. '
“They will be judged solely on how much -
effort they put into the application.” i

After the work week, camp participants .
will spend weekends in recreational ac-.
tivities, including everything from fishing:
and hiking to playing volleyball and
whitewater rafting. ;

Anyone interested in applying should
call the Youth Corps at (503) 998-4830.

The eight-week camp will be funded by
the Forest Service as part of a $225,000
package that also includes the cost of the,
projects, said Tom Dew, a Rogue River

see CAMP, Page 4A
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forest employee spearheading the
effort.

“A lot of the work they’ll be
doing are projects we've wanted
to do for a long time but haven’t
had the work force or the fund-
ing,” Dew said.

Although the summer camp will
end Aug. 20, Forest Service offi-
cials hope to turn it into a year-
round facility as part of President
Clinton’s AmeriCorps program.

Under that program through

the federal Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service,
youth working 1,700 hours —
about 10 months — would be
eligible for a $5,000 college schol-
arship.

Some $200,000 is expected to be
available for the AmeriCorps pro-
ject through President Clinton’s
economic adjustment initiative,
Dew said, adding that a decision
on the year-round camp is ex-
pected by June 1.

The facility is situated about 12
miles west of Prospect.
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Chetco watershed qualifies for grants

By TRACY REED
Pilot Staff Writer . 4
The Chetco River Watershed

Council received the stamp of
approval and qualified to apply
for watershed money recently.
ou've jumped through all
the hoops,” said Lucie Gi-
ampaoli, president of the South-
coast Coordinating Watershed
Coundl. :

“You are now officially recog-
nized.” T L P e

She said the council was qual-
ified to submit pre for fund-
ing. Projects will be considerer]
on Jan. 5 and April 6, she s2id.
Proposals must reach the coor-
dinating council by those dates
to be considered for fundiug, she
said. , '

Other discussions at the
meeting were: . \

*Dave Morris explained his-'
st s g ey
tive, and des the the
Fishermen Program..

He said the program is in-
tended to provide work to un.
employed commercial salmon
fishermen for conducting water-
shed restoration projects. |

Funds available in Oregon
total $2.2 million. These will be
used towards administrative
‘costs (15 percent_),.z equip-
ment tosts, materials any train-
ing, and mileage reimbursement.

Salaries for fishermen are a
minimum of $12 per hour, he
said, oo

*Gauging stations, assess-
ment and action plans, and the
teckinical advisory committee
available to the watershed coun-
cils was discussed by Derek God-
win, watershed health extension

agent. :

Godwin said he recommends
the council write a letter sup-
porting restoration of the Chet-
co River gauging station, and
others. Measuring stream flow is
essential to data gathering, so
gauging stations are critical to
every watershed council, he said.

*Mike Cosgrove reviewed
some of the past projects com-
pleted by the Oregon South
Coast Fishermen, Inc. over the
past several years,

Volunteers have worked on
habitat construction in Jack
Creek, Hamilton Creek, and Joe
Hall Creek, and operated stream
side hatch sites at Hamilton and
Joe Hall creeks. They have
hauled in hatchery fry for seed-
ing of West Coon Creek, Upper
Quail Prairie, Boulder Creek

and upper North Fork of Chetco.

The group has also assisted
the Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife in several different
programs, improved angler ac-
cess roads, and placed aquari-
ums in the local elementary
school for education of children.

*Since this was the first
meeting of the council with its
official membership, it took care
of the business of ratifying the
membership categories, the mis-
sion statement and the by-laws,
and elected officers.

The officers and their posi-
tions are: Steven Nicholson,
president; Pat McVay, vice pres-
ident; Mike Frazier, secretary;
and Richard Calkins, treasurer.

Meeting times were changed
to the first Wednesday of the
month at 7 p.m.
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AmenCorps recruits youth for
employment program.in RRNF

The United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) has begun
recruitment for the AmeriCorps
national service projects that the
Department will run on the Olym-
pic National Forest near Por
Townsend Washington and on the
Rogue River National Forest near
Medford Oregon stamng in Octo-
ber, 1994.

AmeriCorps is Pres:dcnt
Clinton’s national service initia-
tive that allows diverse groups of
young people to “eam college or
vocational school scholarships
while performing critical service to
meet buman, environmental, pub-
lic safety, and educational needs.
Participants in the program will
work for approximately 10 moaths
eaming a stipend of at least $7,500
and ‘then receive an educanonal
award worth $4,725.

- The 32 participauts in the

Olymp!c National Foresipmgmm‘

and 35 pamcrpan:s in the Rogue
River National Forest program will
restore watersheds, restore stréams
to enhance fisheries habitat, com-
plete habitat surveys, renovate de-
veloped recreation sites, construct
and maintain trails and a host of

other natural resource projects.

Any citizen age 17 or olderis
eligible to apply for the program

however it is anticipated that most

participants will be between 18 and

23. There is no mMaximum or mini-
mum family income required to
apply. Applications will be accepted
until September 16. '
“To apply for the program or
obtain more information, call Dave

-Johnson at (206) 765-3368 (Olym-

pic National Forest), Mindy Martin
at (503) 560-3404 (Rogue River
National Forest) or the toll-free

“national USDA Amchorps hot

fine at 1-800-880-4183.
Secremry of Agnculmrc Mike
Espy urges all interested Ameri-
c:ms to apply. Espy said
Amcn(‘orps is grounded in the
mamstmam values of community,
mspons:b:hty. and opportunity. It
is good for the participants, who
_benefit from mcrmsod ability to
atend college or vocauonal school-
-good for the communities, which
benefit: from their services--and
good for the country, which ben-
efits from a renewed civic pride.



Serving Southern Oregon & Northern California
MAIL TRIBUNE, MEDFORD, OREGON, JANUARY 11, 1995

Applegate release boosted

Water will cover
some bridges by
this afternoon

By BILL KETTLER
o’llhe Mail Tribune

" A rainstorm expected tonight
could swell Rogue Valley rivers
and ¢.. :ams, but forecasters said
they expected less rain than the
deluge earlier this week. ’

Several days of heavy rains
prompted the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers to release extra water
from Applegate Lake today, as
residents of the Rogue and Apple-
gate valleys braced for more wet
weather. .. -+ -

“l dui't:think we're going to
have anything ii..= the rain we had
Monday,” said David Spector, of
the National Weather Service.

Since Sunday, a total of 1.26 in-
ches of rain has been recorded at
the Medford-Jackson County Air-
port, and a total of 4.42 inches in
Grants Pass, according to the
Weather Service. '

Spector said several storms are
expected to pass through the re-
glon by_ the weekend, bringing

———

Fire and flood emergencies
are exhausting resources at the
local American Red Cross chap-
ter.

In addition to opening two
evacuation shelters in Jose-
phine County for flood victims
this week, the organization has
provided shelter, food, clothing

. and emergency medical assis-
tance to six local families who
have lost their homes to fires in
the past 30 days, officials re-
port. ° ) )

Two local Red Cross volun-
teers were to leave late this

Disasters drain Red Cross

morning for the San Francisco
area in an emergency resource
vehicle to help flood victims in
northern California, drawing
further from local resources.

Contributions are urgently
needed to help cover expenses,
said Liz Knips, health director
for the local chapter. .

Contributors should make
checks out to the American Red
Cross Disaster Relief Fund and
send to the American Red Cross
Rogue Valley Chapter, 60 Haw-
thorne St., Medford, OR 97504,

For more information, call
T79-3773.

snow to the mountains above
5,000 feet.

Releasing water now from Ap-

plegate Lake will allow the dam to

continue to control ' potential
flooding during the rest of the
winter, said Ken Olson, project
manager for the Corps’ Lost
Creek and Applegate dams. . -

Olson said flows in the Apple-
gate River would rise to about
3,000 cubic feet per second by this

afternoon, covering some low-
water bridges. He said water re-
leased from the dam may bring
the Applegate near the top of its
banks, but should not cause any
flooding. ‘ .

“We will not cause the river to
get bigger than bank-full condi-
tions,” Olson said.

Olson said Applegate Dam con-
trols flooding by collecting water

see RELEASE, Page 4A
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during high streamflows and then
gradually releasing it. He said
flows into Applegate Lake briefly
- rose to 10,000 cubic feet per sec-
ond on Monday, while the river
flowed at just 1,660 cfs near Wild-
erville, downstream of the dam.

Olson said futare weather will
de ine how long it will take to
d lake down to its flood

eight of 1,889 feet above
sea el. The lake was 24 feet
above the desired flood control
level on Tuesday.

Releasing extra water at those
levels probably will not cause
problems for fish, according to
Chuck Fustish. a fisheries biolo-

recalled that high water isolated
his mobile home before the dam
was built.

“The dam saved me," Christie
said.

Olson said streamflow measure-
ments this week showed far great-
er rainfall in the Applegate basin
than the area drained by the
upstream tributaries of the Rogue
River. Rogue River flows into
Lost Creek Lake increased only
about 1,000 cfs on Monday, while
flows into Applegate Lake were
rising by up to 10,000 cfs.

Heavy rains in western Jackson

County this week have triggered
some eronsion problems in the area

gist with the Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife.

Fustish said eggs of fall chinook
salmon are incubating now in
gravel along the river bottom.
Those eggs could suffer if fine
sediments and silt clog the gravel,
but that would be unlikely unless
streamflows rise to about 8,000
cubic feet per second, he said.

Several residents of the area
below Applegate Dam said they
preferred the minor inconveni-
ence of high water to a full-blown
flood.

“I would have water around this
mobile home right now,” said
Thomas Christie, who lives on
Lower Applegate Road. Christie

burned by the Hull Mountain fire
last August. A crew from the
newly created AmeriCorps na-
tional service program has been
building erosion control struc-
tures in the burned area near
Ramsey Road, north of Gold Hill,
said Mindy Martin, of the Rogue
River National Forest.

“The whole mountain is coming
down,” said Martin, who visited
the 10-person work crew Tuesday.

Martin said the crew has built
small “check dams" and other
erosion control structures, trying
to slow runoffon barren hillsides

“It's a 10,000-acre mudhole.”
she said.



Clinton’s Forest Plan
aids local tlmber towns

Prospect, Butte Falls will get money for CIVIC prOjeCts

By PAULFATTIG - . : ‘(they) intend to contrlbute t.helr time labor ef-
ofthe Mail Tribune 5 i -+ fort and materials to bring this about.”

: : : In Prospect, the money will be used to install

Butte Falls and Prospect are about to get ma-  yiohtins and covered bleachers at the high school
jor facelifts, thanks to two $100,000 grants and community field, renovate Lions Park, com-
awarded }hrgugh the Northwest Economic Ad- ‘plete the arboretum and.construct and install
justment Initiative. ;

The money, part of President Clinton’s Forest visitor servlcea mnf_ along Highway 62.
Plan to help provide economic stability to north- ~ Most'of the labor °l'1§19)’mleﬂ-" will be sup-
west timber-based communities, will enable the Plied by the Rogue:River National Forest's
communities to launch projects identified by AmeriCorps workers, who begin training Tues-
community-originatéd strategic plans. | ‘day, accordmg to Ibre.st spokesman Tom Dew

“We will be able to upgrade the existing facili-
ties that are badly in need of repair, and to build ° loch:?srfa?.lg:h; éomp:em?gmat; s tih!e}‘ ID-mon[}]h
a much needed addition to our fire hall,” ex- ern Oregon: Partici an?srgrceiveum ti g;“s?}%u 1_
plained Tacey Hoban, a member of the Butte year in pay- plus anpeducahonal- agard o’f$4'l;§5
Falls town council and the Butte Falls Economic at the end of the year to-go' toward coIle o o
Development Comnussmn i B ! _penses or to pay gff school loans. g

Other projects include commumty hall renova- i*.During their tour, the coed group, ages 17 to
tion, restoration of park rest rooms, reroofing - 24, will be housed in separate barracks in the old
the library and making it handicapped accessi- - Star Gulch facility in the Applegate Ranger Dis-
ble, bulldmgaa library/museum_ storage room,.,.- trict.. In-pagt years, Jackson County had leased
sidqwaltksa repairing fences around-the town - the site to ®se as a juvenile offender facility.
perimeter. -

“The _townsbeople are very enthusiastic about* “ MOSt of thaes prm_ects are labor intensive,”
the projects planned,” Hoban said, adding, “and . . " * " see GHANTS Page 3A

Grants

from Page 1A have those who haven’t completed

: idea to mi
Dew said of the Butte Falls and ?ﬁgh eschggl S"' S S
Prospect projects. “They’ll start DEE GOt z
doing those this winter.” The young people will learn
’ career skills while doing tasks

This marks the ©-* time the ranging from trail maintenance to
Forest Service has melded the construction projects.

new AmeriCorps program withits  gegjdes the Forest Service, en-
rural community assistance Pro- jties helping in Butte Falls and
gram, Dew observed. Prospect include Pacific Power,

“We're real excited about it,”he Burrill Lumber Co., Prospect
said. “We're getting a real wide schools, Lions and [_.ioness Clubs,
range of kids in the program. Prospect Community Improve-
Some have had some college or ment Association, Boise Cascade
are college graduates. But we also  Corp. and Jackson County.
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JUST A JOB

While eaming college money,
AmeriCorps crew provides a
service, leams about hard work

0 In
T T

APPLEGATE — AmeriCorps
members who sperl Tharsday
digging out a plle of dirt alter a
lancslide weren't just carning
mopey for college and providing
a service !or neighbors of
Thompson Creek, thewr gupervi-
sor says. They were also cleanirg
wp after thewr parenl agency
Fleeger, supervisng the

ber AmenCorpe

y 3 elearcut done at
.en 0 ycars ago in the hulls
above a drzinage dich. The ditch
takes wates ‘rom Sturges Creek
10 Thompson Creek, but the land-
slide bad blocked it.

“That was peobably a (U.S.)
Forest Service ¢yt’’ sawd
F.eeger. He works out of the
Applcgate Ranger District of the
Rogue River Naliona! Forest,
par: f the Forest Sarvice.

*Tha!l makes this kand 2f i-oo-
ic,” Fleager conunued His crew
spent mast of this week working
ea trails, bul had a free¢ day
Thursday. Se he scol the roops
oul alter receiving a call from
ke neigbborhood ditch assocla-
Lon.

AmeriCorps is a federally
funded public-service program
eslatlished oy Congress a year

o undcr the acvice of President

“linton

The Qregon parl of the pro-
gram started up ir Seplcmber,
and ap cstimated 500 aspiring
students across the state are tak-
ing part

Enterprizng warkers between
the ages of 18 and 25 can help
their commLn Ty and earn mooey
for school through the program.

The Southern Oregoo lcam
works out of the Roguc River
Na'ona) Forest, and fals under
the public land aad en
pa AmeriCorps. Receat pro-
Juded surfacing a trail
poer Table Rock in Feb-

BFGicipants, abomt 3§ total,
work er. = 10 menth lang pro

¥

‘Budget
cuts loom

- Some fundicg for the
“AmeriCorps m&?‘;m could
" be cut under part of o scries

of reaclasions gomg through

Julie MeGregor, hr:u
. secretary for Sen. Mark
Hatfield, R.Ore., said
among zpencing reductions -
e Senate is considering, .
tbe AmeriCorps program
could be cut back to the lev-
els of the 199¢ Hscal year
That means $210 million out
of the §37 million budget
could disappear.

Local AmeriCorps
administralors saic it was
too early to say how the cuts

-would affect the program.

gram. During that ume they live
ot the Star Ranger Stalioa of tha
Applegate distric:

They receive a stipend of
$7,660 and, at the end of their ser-
vice, a $4,725 “scholarshp” slat-
od wvgay {or futurs educatior. of
pay off & stadent loan.

For 20-year-nld Amelhyst
Black cf Mediord the program
means she can go 1o col.ege,
which ghe hopas to do in Texas
somclime alter eompleting ner
stml,

“1 wasn't going to be able W
get a job that would pay for
schoo.,”’ Black said, “I didn't
Bave any mooey at all L pay for
school. 1 warked at IHOP ard
31 wasn't geing anywhere at

*'Now | ean go to schou!.”

Another team momber said be
ecjoyed finding out how to belp
the exviromrent Taking a break
from clearing oul the drainage
ditch, John Maguire, 2 4-year-
old AmeriCorps member from
Mopth Corelina, caid be war glad

o provide water passage to kewp

fiss alive, stuff befcre. so I'm kearning.
"This it goiag to bring cocler “I'm learning how tu work

watcr te lower areas” Mugnira  hard tee T kmow that ‘or am”

said. "I dida'l kpow abeut that

D0U0 CLOVH LM Lo

AmeriCorps worker Robin Reed, 19, of Ashland, helps clear n landslide Thursday.

Maguire gdded *I think this pro
gram gives you 3 lot of disc:
pline. It aiso givis you a rea
yood work ethic.”
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A Sullivan Central team tests soll at the Envirothon at Sycamore Shoals State Park.

Envirothon tests nature knowledge

By LISA ELDRETH
Times-News Staff Writer

ELIZABETHTON — Sullivan Central senior
Sara Everett examined a handful of soil at
Wednesday's Envirothon competition before
she helped her team come up with an answer.

The hands-on outdoor competition involved
15 teams from area high schools.

“I've just always liked nature and the envi-
ronment,” said Everett, a member of Central's
ESP (Environmental Student Protectors) Club.

Envirothon tests students' knowledge in five
areas: forestry, soils, wildlife, aquatics and a
current environmental issue. This year's issue
was groundwater.

Students spend 25 minutes in each area, an-
swering written multiple choice questions and
identifying plants, trees and other objects.
Each team fills out one answer sheet.

The team from South Greene High School
won first place and will compete in the state
contest in May. Second place went to one of the
two teams competing from Hampton High
School. And the FFA Club team from Cloud-
land High School took third place.

“It's peaceful to be outside, and I'm con-
cerned about the environment,” said Jessica
Stowell, a sophomore on Sullivan South's team.
The team was made up of members of the
school's Environmental Awareness Club.

The aquatics' questions were the toughest,
rompetitors agreed. Sponsored by the Tennes-
see Valley Authority's Clean Water Initiative,
the questions included mapping a watershed.

The Tennessee Djvision of Forestry spon-
sored the forestry questions, which included
the identification of five different tree varie-

ties.

For the wildlife questions, the Tennessee
Wildlife Resources Agency had various items
on display — such as traps, pelts, skulls and
feathers — that students had to answer ques-
tions about.

“I think there is a problem with the envi-
ronment, and people don't realize that," said
Heather Seay, a junior at South. “I want to try
to help rather than sit around and do nothing.”

As a project, the club tests the water quality
of streams near the school. Also, a recycling
day is planned Saturday at South for area resi-
dents to bring paper and aluminum to the

"school between noon and 4 p.m.

“The club’s purpose is to make people more
aware of environmental issues,” said senior Ja-
son Phipps.

South’s team also included Spicey Gould, a
senior, and Amy Haase, a junior. Club adviser
is biology teacher Dee Eiklor.

Recycling has been promoted by the ESP
Club at Central for about five years — so much
so that even the cafeteria grease is recycled,
said English teacher Nancy Shackelford, club
adviser.

Team members Tina Kyte, Sara Weaver, Jef-
frey Kiser, Gabe Anderson and Everett, all sen-
iors, spent time reviewing sample questions
sent to schools about the Envirothon to help
prepare them for the contest.

Billie Barlow, Americorps National Service
member, helped recruit Envirothon teams.
Barlow works with the Appalachian-Northeast
Tennessee Resource Conservation and Devel-
opment (RC&D) Council, which has coordi-
nated the local Envirothon for the past two
years.
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AmeriCorps provides opportunity to help

By Kristen Hebestreet
Press Stafl Writer
As the little girl handed

Samuel Shore a homemade get
well card made from a folded
paper plate, she asked, “Could
you please give this to my
papaw?" ~

Shore immediately took the
card to her grandfather, a patient
in the critical care ward at the
Veterans Affairs Medical Center,
Mountain Home.

Shore is one of the 300 Ameri-
Corps volunteers working in Ten-
nessee’s urban and rural commu-
nities. As a dz-yr.}ar-oid man
preparing to study for the min-
istry, Shore is almost twice as old
as the average AmeriCorp partici-

pant.

Half of the AmeriCorps work-
ers are 21 to 29 years old, with
one quarter 20 years and under
and the remainder 30 and over.
Most have had some college or a
bachelor's degree and more than
half — 64 percent — are women.

“The only requirement for
AmeriCorps is that they be at
least 17 years old and an Ameri-
can citizen,” said Carol White,
Tennessee  Commission on
National and Commuinity Service
executive director.

What the AmeriCorps workers
do depends on what the leader-
ship of the community considers a
priority, Ms. White said. This
includes = promoting  tourism,
attracting industry, improving
housing or working in existing

rograms.

¥ In Knoxville, AmeriCorpe is
reducing violence in inner cities
by working with Head Start stu-
dents who display violent tenden-
cies at an early age. AmeriCorps
workers in Nashville are develop-
ing health care programs for at-
risk families and senior citizens.

“And in Memphis, AmeriCorps
workers are working to break the
cycle of child abuse,” Ms. White
said. "AmeriCorps workers all
across the state are working in
environmental education and eco-
nomic development.”

Like AmeriCorps members in
other communities, Shore wears
more than one hat. In addition to
his work with families of critically
ill patients at Mountain Home, he
is updating the community ser-
vices directory at the First Ten-
nessee Development District
Area Agency on Aging.

Shore is partnered with Robert
Hamm, an AmeriCorps volunteer
based in Johnson County. Hamm,
53, who also works at the VA
intensive care unit waiting room,
does some work for Habitat for
Humanity and the Haven of
Mercy

Hamm became an AmeriCorps
worker after his small business
shut down and his 20-vear job at
Burlington Industries ended. He
wanted to graduate frem college,
but said he also wanied to serve
the community.

“I understood I could help oth-
ers by helping myself,” Hamm

said. “This has been the mosf
rewarding and fulfilling thing I've
done since | was in the military.”

Nationwide, Americorps'
20,000 participants work in com-
munities for $6,200 in salary and
living expenses and, if they com-
plete a nine-month tour, are
awarded $4,725 for college.

The Corporation for National
and Community Service, which
oversees AmeriCorps, received
$575 million in funding this year.
Like many other job training and
education programs, AmeriCorps
may be eliminated in the efforts
to balance the federal budget by
the year 2002.

There are seven AmeriCorps
workers with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture's Rural Eco-
nomic and Community Develop-
ment Council, all of whom are
stationed in Upper East Ten-
nessee, said Jefl Powell, council
spokesman.

Powell, who is based in
Nashville, said the workers are in
this region because so many of
the counties here are below the
poverty level.

The USDA Rural Development

Team is recruited from people
who grew up in this area. Accord-
ing to an eriCorps brochure,
planners hope this will empower
communities to develop local
leadership and to reverse the
“rural brain drain.”

Amy Crumley, a 22-year-old
Jonesborough resident, says she'd
been a 4-H volunteer and Future
Farmers of America member
since she was in fourth grade. As
an AmeriCorp worker, she was a
primary organizer of the recent
Envirothon for high school stu-
dents and the Conservation Field
Day for elementary school stu-
dents.

“T really enjoy doing things for
other people,” she said.

AmeriCorps volunteers like
Ms. Crumley are required to work
a total of 1,812 hours in order to
receive the educational assistant-
ship. This must take at least nine
months but no more than one
year,

Paperwork within the agency
is kept to a minimum. Each
AmeriCorps member is required

Staff Photo by Eddie LeSueur
Samuel Shore, left, helps hiary Miller at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center

to submit a quarterly report stat-
ing the goals of each project and
what is being done to meet those
goals.

A service learning grant pro-
vided by the National Service
Corp. allowed East Tennessee
State University, Milligan Col-
lege and Northeast State Com-
munity College to each offer a
three-credit class called “Intro-
duction to Community Service.”

Billie Barlow, a former journal-
ist from Charlottesville, Va., is
working on a “Hidden Heroines”
project for the ETSU Center for
Appalachian Studies.

The project involves collecting
oral histories from Upper East
Tennessee women who somehow
changed their communities for
the better, Ms. Barlow said, and
has also written a grant proposal
for the cranberry project in Shady
Valley.

I was attracted to the national
service movement,” Ms. Barlow
said. "I felt that a number of peo-
ple could really make a differ-
ence
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Recyling program
airs here Tuesday

The annual meeting of the
Cookeville-Putnam County Clean
Commission will feature a program
by AmeriCorps on recycling and sol-
id waste management.

The meeting will be held Tuesday,
Nov. 15,at 5:15 p.m. at the new recy-
cling center on E. 21st Street.

AmeriCorps is a volunteer organi-
zation similar to the Peace Corpsona
domestic level. It is administered
through the US Soil Conservation
Service,

Americorps will present hands-on
activities for kids and their parents,
demonstrations, displays and liters-
ture on recycling and composting.

For more information, call
526-8434,
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Clinch Powell Development Council
employing AmeriCorps participants -

RUTLEDGE — The Clinch-
Powell Resource Conservatlon
and Devclopment Council has
employcd six AmeriCorps Par-
ticipants.

AmeriCorps Is President Clin-
ton’s national service Initialive
that allows young people to
earn money for school and loan
repayments  while serving
critical needs in their commu-
nities. The Clinch-Powell RC&D
AmcriCorps are sponsored by
the United Stales Forest Scrvice
and Natural Resource Conser-
vallon Service to ald the rural
community.

‘The positions they are filling
arc Environmental Education,

Solld Wasle and Recycling Spe-
clalist, Recycling Specialist and
a Specially Recrcation and
Tourism (eam. Particlpants will
Le working in the live counties
served by the Council. Those
counties include Clalborne,
Gralnger, Hancock, Hawkins
and Union.

Sarah Buchanan Is serving as
the Environmental Educalion
cvordinator. Buchanan will
work In (he schools conducting
various programs and aclivitles
which Inclade solid waste edu-
catlon, a clean waler program,
Conscrvallon Camp.
Eunvirothon and Teacher
Inservice Workshops. Other
aclivities  will  iInclude
newslellers o area schools,
publicity of the environmental
education program and Lhe
environmental resource library
maintained by the council.
Buchanan holds a BS degree In
Agriculture Communications.

Uz Upchurch Is serving as the
Solld Waste and Recycling Spe-
clalist. Duties will include devel-
oping exhibits and displays.
assisling solid waste boards,
education and a promolion
campaign to Incrcase recycling
and waste reduction, develop-
ment of a Buy Recycled cam-
paign and inlegration with the
Keep America Beautiful coordi-
nator and environmental edu-
callion aclivities. Upchurch is a
recent University of Tennessee
graduate in Geography.

Mikhail Delong, Mary Russell
and Jeremy Willlams are
serving as (he Specially
Recreation and Tourisin Teain.
While serving these individuals
will  be evaluating and

establishing a tourisin hase for
the Nive counties scrved by the
council. The forination of a
reglonal advisory commiltee for
the project and working with
established tourism
commillees will be the basis of
developing a long range lourism
development plan. Russell and
Willlams hold MS degrees in
Geography from UT and Delong
Is a gcography graduale from
UT.

Steve Karnitz will be serving
as Recycling Specialist for the
Recycling Markeling Coopera-
tive for Easl Tennessce. RMCET,
located in Knoxville scrves
thirty-four Easl Tenncssee
counlies. Karnitz will be work-
Ing on the Inventlory and
database management of recy-
cling programs, program design
and materials management.

Recruitment of members and
cducation of thie public con-
cerning market and promoltions
of recycling In terms of solid
wasle management will also be
addressed by the participant.
Karnilz Is a Tennessee Techno-
logical Universily graduale in
chemical engineering.

AmeriCorps parliclpants are
assigned to work 1812 hours
and are eligible to serve for two
years. Call the RC&D office at
828-5927 or 828-8354 lo find
oul more about the AmeriCorps
prograin.

“The AmeriCorps program s
helping RC&D to meet impor-
tant needs In the communitics
we scrve. The talents of the
AmcriCorps workers and thelr
dedication (o communily
service Is an exciting addition to
our programs.” reporls Lindy
Turner, RC&I) Coordinator.
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Service program
will benefit
conservancy

By DON SIMMONS JR. Staff

A downtown focal point where fam-
ilies can enjoy the beauty of Marion’s
vwn nver and an educational and
therapeutic tool that can be used by
s sl civic groups and health facil
ites i the community—this is Mindy
Clark's vision for the Grassroots Con-
servancy's Riverwalk.

Ihe three-mile Averwalk path,
which extends from beyond the old
ice plant in South Marion, past the
tomn swimming pool and along
Campbell Avenue almost to the
Southwest Virginia Mental Health
Institute, 15 one of the first recipients
of the henefits of Bill Clinton’s Amen-

Corps ~senvice.

Clark is part of a four-member
AmenCorps team headquartered in
Watheville. The team is assisting a
variely of projects, but Clark's work
will be concentrated on the riverwalk.
Warking out of office space donated
by Bill Huber of Echols-Sparger,
Clark’s job is to manage the overall
riverwalk project, design features for
the pruject and to assisl in negotiat-
ing easements to connect the river-
walk’s three phases. She has nine-12
months to do this.

Originally from a rural community
in New Hampshire, Clark holds a
bachelor's degree in horticulture

By ANDY KEGLEY/Staff

Take four individuals with diverse
backgrounds, add their strong interest
in vonservation and public service, and
then meld them into members of the
new rural development and conserva-
tinn leam in Southwest Virginia.

I result: one of the newest Amer-
iCamp~ teims—the new national ser-
vive initiative pushed by President Bill
Clintintotlackle awide range of cnitical
nevdsacrossthe nation. Asenvisioned,
over 10000 people will eventually be
put towork solving a multitude of prob-
=, and in return. receiving living
i~. healih insurance. child care
arefaneducational allowance for their

~ter

Don Summons Jr.

Mindy Clark works on preliminary sketches for the Wilderness Road Park
sectlon of Marion's three-mile riverwalk.

from Montana State University with a
focus in landscape design.

With only six weeks on the job, Clark
has spent most of her time familiarizing

one or two year service.

This particular four member team head-
quartered in Wytheville (a fifth member
has yet to be brought on board). falls
under the United States Department of
Agriculture’s Rural Development wing,
and will be specifically answerable to the
New River/Highlands Resource Conser-
vation and Development district.

As explained by Gary Boring, director
of the NR/H RC&D, when the presi-
dent's program was announced earlier
this year, the local forestry committee
applied foragrant to staff five positions to
assist in the overall marketing of timber,
but with the goal of enhancing the exist-
ing soil erosion and conservation pro-
grams

herself with the existing features of the
riverwalk.

“It's already a beautiful trail.” she
says. “My job will be to see exactly
what people are looking for in the river-

And now, since this team was sworn in
aNashville ceremony Sept. 18 along with
approximately 2,000 other AmeriCorps
volunteers from a five-state area. the
members are busily defining their tasks,
and becoming familiar with new termi-
nology and bureaucracy.

Audrey Biggs, Adrienne Perkins,
Mindy Clark and Delton Alderman bring
diverse backgrounds of communications,
forestry and horticulture 1o their newly
crealed positions. Three of the four hold
degrees from \irginia Tech, while Clark
completed a horticulture program at
Montana State University in Bozeman.

Asthe team. they will be spend one day
a week working out of Clark’s Marion
office, where their fucus will be on atree

PRiverwaIk planner coordinating grand vision

walk. A lot of times people have as-
sumptions that they dun’t communi-
cate. |'ll try to coordinate everyone's
ideas and present a plan which meets
their needs as closely as possible.”

Soon Clark will distribute a survey
to members of the Grassroots Con-
servancy, but she says she welcomes
other input as well. There are numer-
ous possibilities, maybe even includ-
ing space for a community theater
near Riverbend Park. There have also
been discussions about re-stocking
the river with trout.

“The goal of the trail is to serve the
community as a whole,” she noted.

Concurrently with her work oo the
riverwalk, Clark is also helping her
AmeriCorps team members in a tree
identification project along the river-
walk. The information gathered will
be used on educational tours by Mari
on Middle School students and other
schools in the county.

The riverwalk is divided into three
parts. Phase one runs from Riverbend
Park near the old ice plant to the rail-
road trestle at Church Street. One of
the most scenic parts of the walk, this
phase features the old dam and ice
plant, a variety of trees and wildflow-
ers and a quiet, removed atmosphere
in the middle of downtown Marion.
Clark is suggesting the addition of
markers with information about the
various vegetation and wildlife along
the trail. Benches for quiet repose are
also being considered.

Once at the treste, walkers mus!
now take to the street until they reach
the town swimming pool, but one of
Clark’s tasks is to attempt to negotiate
easements (or rightsof-way) so that

B See CLARK, Page A8

AmeriCorps team begins its service in region

identification programalong the town's
three-mile long Riverwalk and Green-
way project. That project has received
two other state grants, one of $100.000
from the state Commonwealth Trans
portation Board's ISTEA program; and
another from the Division of Forestry's
Urban Forestry program. With Clark's
expertise inlandscape architecture, the
project can move forward.

Clark may also be available to localr
ties in the service region, to assist with
park planning, Boring noted.

Separately, the team members have
their own responsibilities throughou:
the NR/HRC&D 1o implement aspects
of conservation.

W See AMERICORPS, Page A11
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Rlverwalk provndes class W|thout blackboards

Trail merged
with science

ﬁnm&nmotuaﬁouprhﬂnm
paving, the removed gravel was recycled
and used to create a walkway in the
Riverbend Park portion of the riverwalk.

H recreation area and

Curri UlumS in the Riverbend Park area located in the

rr C wicinity of the old waste storage trest-

r mentplant. Tons of trash and debris were

By GLENNA ELLEDGE/Staft removed. Boy Scout Troops and youths

involved in the Jobs Training

Marion's Rivermalk is goingtoschool  Program Act JTPA) worked hundreds of
Literally. On April 20, as partofatraining  hours oa the project. g
session, the principal and teachers of In an efiort o expand the program, oo

Marion Primary School walked the River
walk that has been tumned into an outdoor
classroom. .

The idea for a Riverwalk began on a
Sunday afternoon three years ago when
Shirley Blackwell, Martha Copenhaver,
Jimmy Blackwell and Dal Brown walked
the bank along the Middle Fork of the
Holston River. The four were walking on
apaththathad been created by sewer line
Installation to the old waste water treat-
ment plant. In the spring, when native
trees and plants are in full bloom, the

scenery in this areais beautiful, the water
Indmuilmshunjmmdtherehm
audible roar as the river water spills over
the works. The magical enviroo-
m, in one of the four suggest-
uld be wonderful to have a
the river all the way

Toward this goal the Grassroots Con-
servancy was formed. The group took
their idea to the Marion Town Council
and gained support.

A drive to clean up the river bed was
Initiated, Boy Scout Troops, area busi-
nemmdlnumutcdumusrespond-
ed. When layersof asphalt were removed

August 1, 1993 the Conservancy group
applied for a matching grant under the
Fedu-lllnterrnnd.l.l&uﬁeTr:nm
They

citizen pledgwd $10,000 and lhe town
another 510,000 toward the required
§20,000 in matching funds. With this
funding, Mindy Clark of Adwolfe was

Conservancy
mnlunderﬂnl.lrbmmdtommum '

istance Act. This fi
inp "lﬂ'lu'l!::

made a tie-
id "lend

The availability of this funding provid-
ed the services of Audrey Biggs, James
Pratt, Adrienne Perkins and Delton A}

and opportuni-

ties for Public Service Act, AmeriCorp is
mﬂmwm:d' es invaluable services
community development projects.
Graduating college students may sign up

g et LBl
* wimed F i rae,

Gienna Enedge

TRAIL BLAZERS: AmeriCorps workers discuss a plan of action. From left are Mind Ciark, Delton Alderman, James
Pratt, Adrienne Perkins and Audrey Bliggs. . g

iCorp. A.meriCapndmapmahomon
specific projects. These positions are
time-limited and require completion of
1,812 hours in community service. The
time it takes to complets the required
man hours may not exceed 12 months,
nor involve less than nine months of
m.mwhlomam
position is paid a living stipend. Upoa
completion of the contract, AmeriCorp
pays $4,725 toward an existing education-
al loan, Under existing regulations, this

sum may be paid directly to the college or
to the loan authority. -

Clark, Biggs, Pratt, Perkins and Alder-

man developed the idea of turning the
Marion Riverwalk into an outdoor class-
room. Conservancy members approved
and School Superintendent Marvin Win-
ters was contacted. Winters not only
endorsed the idea, he offered to put the
AmeriCorp group in touch with the peo-
plethqneededlnwkmmwmmedu
up and going.

Eighteen species of trees native to the
area were identified along the riverwalk.
Information, pictures, graphs, identifics-
tion marks and patterns related to each
species was keyed into a computer syy
tem. Aninstruction booklet slowly devel
oped. This booklet includes instructions
for the teacher, definitions of the differ-
ent lerms used, pictures of each tree
identified on the trail, a key to identifying
the different types of trees, and a comr

B See TRAIL, Page B12

Teaching class outdoors

M TRAIL, from Page B1
plete description with additional
information on each ldenﬁ.ﬁed

..The book!elwaslhen submlt-
ted to an AmeriCorp supervisor
for editing of the technical infor-
mation. AmeriCorp members
talked with local business and
government leaders to explain
‘what they were doing and the

progress being made. The book-

let was submitted to the printer.
Students at the Smyth County
Vocational School cutand shaped
posts. Students at Marion Pri-
mary and Elemenfary Schools
stained the posts and painted in
orange an identifying number
on each. Youth with the JTPA
planted the posts along the river-
walk trail. AmeriCorp members
affixed atop each post the appro-
priate tree identifying plaque and
_-a stripe of blue paint was plzned

at the base of the tree being
Identified. Each post identifies
the blue marked tree thatisclose
to it. The plaques also provide
additional information about that
particular species.

According to Clark, the tree
identification classes will not be
taught as an individual course.

Teachers at Marion Primary, °

Elementary, Middle School and
High School will be incorporat-
ing, on a volunteer basis, the ma-
terial in such subjects as English,
art, biology, botany, science and
other related subjects.

“In addition,” Clark explained,

“the teachers will be able to bring
the students to the riverwalk and
the outdoor classroom so the stu-
dents may experience first-hand
the :Paterial they have been study-

As they worked on the Marion
Riverwalk project, AmeriCorp

members were also working on
projects involving up to 17 other
counties. Audrey Biggsexplained
that the group was required to
select one of these projects as a
core project on which all of them
would be irivolved together, The.
Marion Riverwalk was their con:
pmiect. she sald.

* Other members of the group’
explained that as the core pro-
gram, they were required to work
as a group at least one full day
each week on the project. Pratt
explained that they did this and
more. Often, he said, as they
worked on other community en-
hancement projects they would
be composing the graphics {or
the Marion Riverwalk.

The riverwalk that began as an
idea, has grown to become an
outdoor classroom, and now has,
the potential for expanding to in-
clude all of Smyth County. Q
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AmeriCorps works for people and commumtle

By BRIAN SEALS/Staff

Audrey Biggs says thatat one time the
thought of sitting down and talking to a
government official intimidated her. Al
though she earned a master's degree in
comununication from Radford Universi-
ty, dealing with governmentagencies was
not one of her strong points.

That was before her experience as an
AmeriCorps worker began about eight
months ago.

“I'm a lot less intimidated in dealing
with a municipal structure,” Biggs said.

Part of her service has been to help
organize meetings and events for agen-
cies such as the Resource Conservation
and Development, the Grassroots Con-
servancy and the Middle Fork of the
Holston River Water Committee. She has
also aided those organizations in writing
press releases and speeches. This has
not only given ber practical experience in
her field, # has allowed her to help com-
munities such as Marion and Wytheville.

That's the goal of the AmeriCorps pro-
gram — allowing individuals to perform
nublic service while gaining experience
and money o pay for college.

Joel Berg, AmeriCorps program man-
ager from Washington, was in Manon

Thursday to see what the program has
meanttothe town. “You can’tunderstand
what's going on in the country sitting
behind a desk.” Berg said.

So he has been on a nineday jaunt
through Appalachia inspecting projects
the program’s members have been in-
volved with.

Locally, AmenCorps members work
out of the New River-Highlands Resource
Conservation and Development office in
Wytheville. Biggs is one of five Ameri-
Corps members in that office. These
mermbers have worked on projects bene-
fiting Jocal communities. [n Marion, the
group has spent numerous hours helping
the Grassroots Conservancy develop the
Riverwalk along the Middle Fork of the
Holston River. Mindy Clark, who serves
in the program, drew plans for the walk
and worked to involve local schools with
the walk through an outdoor ctassroom
project along the trail.

This is one of the needs the program
addresses. “Everywhere ['ve gone, the
program is working very well,” Berg told
about 2 dozen people gathered at the
Riverwalk. “It's not make-work. It'sdoing
the things the community needs.”

[t's a program that wiil likely need
B See CORPS. Page A12

ATl
(i

Adrienne Perkins, Joel Berg, James Pratt, Audrey Biggs, Mindy Clz
Delton Alderman review the Riverwalk plan.




AmeriCorp team takes to ficld

® FIELD, from A1
from Radford, and had heen work-

ing in a management position in
Harrisonburg when she learned of
the AmeriCorps program. “Ihe
initial attraction? This allows me (o
utilize my degree to its hest poten-
tial. Plus, it allows me to give back
someofwhatwe've gollen. IfUncle
Sam helped us out (in student
loans), 1 have no problem giving
“back to him."

Biggswillalsodevelop four news-
letters specifically targeling waler-
shed groups in the region, includ-
ing the Middle Fork of the Holston
in Smyth Counly, Little Reed Is-
land Creek in Wythe and Pulaski
counlies, Little River in Floyd, and
Chestnut Creek in the Galax area.

Alsobringing acommunications
backgroundand degreelotheleam,
Perkins will be serving as Forest
Economics Specialist. “No,” she
says, “Idon’thave any background
in forest economics, butthat's why
they hired me. They told me when
they hired me they would train me
in forestry, bul they wanted my
experliseincommunicalions,” said
‘the 1992 Tech graduate.

Perkins will seive as a liaison
between (he forest industry, pro-
ducers, and local governments, and
howlocal forest resources can most
efficiently be marketed. “I've been
going to planning meelings of the
Appalachian Hardwood Expo in
Princeton,” she noted, “and will be
working on publicity.”

Alderman brings over a dozen
years of practical privale forestry
consulting to his job as Foresl in-
gineer. Afler working out of his
home in M(. Airy, N.C., he says he
had gollen of that aspect of the
industry, and was inferested in
“learning something new.”

Hisspecific lask is assisting with

the design and construction of low
cost, low value timber bridges, “ta
take advantage of what there's alot
ol in this area.” The main henefit
for timber bridges will be to log-
gers,whowon'thave loworry about
stream crossings when bringing
logsoutolthe forest. Intum, stream
conservation and soil erosion will
be protected, and loggers won't he
inviolation of state mandated Best
Management Practices.

There are no timber bridges in
thisareayel, Alderman said, but he
hopes lo find some suitable coop-
eralors to build demonstration
projects on soon. The bridges are
constricled by laminating timbers
logether, and are capable of hold-
ing a tractor-trailer load, 80,000
pounds, across spans of 20 (o 40
feel. He will also be working on the
dry hydrant program offered by
the RC&D, and isenconraging fire
chiefs 1o apply for grants before a
December 1 deadline.

Aldermanisalso the (ree expert
on the Greenway projecl, and will
be contribuling more technical
work on growth rales potential
along the trail. “Ihere is some old
growth along the river, and some
huge red and white oaks dead from
recenl droughts,” he observed.

Because the local AmeriCorps
team has strong a foresiry empha-
sis, the Jefferson Nalional Forestis
cooperaling in support of the feam
as well. ‘The public relations office
of INI is providing video equip
ment for the team to film various
forest facilities and recreational
arcas, which will then be edited
intoapromotional video. [he equip-
ment will also he used for assisling
with the Marion Greenway project
and the tree identification educa-
tional program. 10



AmeriCorps team takes to the field and w

8y ANDY KEGLEY/Staff

This is the firs: of a senes of articles on
new programs, personnel and changes
coming to the local field offices and
orograms affiliated with the Unites Siates
Jepartment of Agriculture, as a resul: of
‘he fegeral genariment’s recently ao-
Jroved reorganization.

Take fourindividuals with diverse back-
srounds. add their sorong interes: in con-
servation anc public service, and then
meld them into members ofthe new rural
development and conservation team in
Southwes: Virginia.

The gesult one of the newest Ameri-
Corps team—the new national service
‘nidadve pushed by President Bill Clinton
{0 tackle a wide range of critical needs
across the pation. As envisioned, over
00,000 people will eventually be put to
work solving a multitude of problems,
and in return, receiving living stipends,
aealth insurance, child care and an edu-
cational allowance for their one or two
vear servics.

This particular four member team head-
Juartered in Wytheville (a fifth member
fas yet 1o de brought on board), falls
under the United States Department of
Agriculture’s Rural Development wing,
and will be specifically answerable to the
New River/Highlands Resource Conser-
vaton and Developmeant district.

As explained by Gary Boring, Director
otthe NR/HRC&D, when the president’s

SOUTHEAST VIRGINIA ENTERPRISE
WYTHEVILLE, VIRGINIA
OCTOBER 22, 1994

programwasannounced eariierthis vear,
the local foresty committee appiied iora
grant to staff five positions to assis: in the
overall marketing of imber, but with the
goai of «nhancing the existng soi! ero-
$ion anc conservation programs.

And now-. since this team was sworn in
2 Nasnvile ceremony Sept 18 aiong with
approxima:ely 2,000 other AmeriCorps
volunteers from a fve-state arsa. the
memoers are dusiiv defining their tasis,
and becoming iamiliar with new termi-
nology anc bureaucracy.

Aucrey Biggs. Adrienne Perkins.
Mindy Ciark and Delton Alderman bring
diverse dackgrounds of communications,
forestry and horzculture to their newiy
createc positions. Tnree of the four hold
degrees om Virginia Tech. while Clark
completed a hortculture program at
Montana State University in Bozeman.

As theteam. they will e spend one day
a week working out of Ciark’s Marion
office, where their focus will be on the
team program of a tree identification pro-
gram along the town's three-mile long
Riverwalk and Greenway project. That
project has received two other state
grants. one of $100.000 rom the state
Commonwealth Transportation Board's
ISTEA program; and another from the
Division of Forestry’'s Urban Forestry
program. With Clark's expertise in land-
scape architecture, the project can move
forward.

Clark mayalso be available tolocalities

Don Simmeons

TEAMWORK: The four new AmeriCorps service volunteers working out of the
Wytheville office of the New River/Highlands Resource Conservation and Development
district. From left, Audrey Biggs, Mindy Clark, Defton Alderman and Adrienne Perkins,
stand in front of a section of the Riverwalk project they will be collaborating on in

Marion.

in the service region, to assist with park
planning, Boring noted.

Separately, the team members have
their own responsibilities throughoutthe
NR/HRC&D to implement aspects of
conservation.

Biggs, for example, will serve as Qut-
reach Coordinator, predominantly work-
ing in the 11 county region of the NR/

HRC&D, developing quarterly newslet-
ters and press releases. “Basically, [ will
be working to improve the community’s
knowledge of the programs available,”
and more specifically, “whatever affects
soil conservation or forestry in the area.”

She earned an English degree from
Tech, plus a Master’s in communications
M See FIELD, A2



Are you interested in financial assistance
toward a college education in exchange for
community service? If so, then working in
the AmenCorps National Service project
may be just what you're looking for. The
United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) announced July 13, that recruiting
has begun in Virginia for six positions that
will start in September.

AmeriCorps is President Clinton's na-
tional service initiative that allows diverse
groups of young people to earn college or
vocational school scholarships while per-
forming critical service to meet human,
environmental, public safety, and educa-
tional needs. Participants in the program
will work for a year eaming a stipend of
$12,000 and then receive an educational
award worth $4,725.

Two positions are open in each location of
Keysville, Tappahannock, and Wytheville.
USDA’s Soil Conservation Servi~e will
administer the program though its Resource
Conservation and Development Councils
in these areas. Work in landscape architec-
ture, public relations, and outdoor recre-
ation are just some of the opportunities
available.

College level experience is required—a

college degree is preferred. There is no
maximum or minimum family income re-
quired to apply. Applications will be ac-
cepted until Aug. 5, 1994.

To apply for the program or for more
information, call the program coordinator
in your area or the toll-free national USDA
AmeriCorps hot line at 1-800-880-4183.

Secretary of Agriculture Mike Espy urged
all interested to apply.

Recruitment for AmeriCorps National Service

opportunity. It is.good for the participants,
who benefit from their increased ability to
attend college or vocational school—good
for communities, which benefit from their
service—and good for the country, which
benefits from a renewed civic spirit.”

THE VOICE
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA
JULY 20, 1994
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ALAN KIM/Staft

AmeriCorps volunteer Kristl Grass: “I'm doing something good, which makes me
feel good,” says the Radford University graduate student, 21, about her service on behalf

of people with multiple sclerosis.

It pays to volunteer

By CRYSTAL CHAPPELL

. Kristi Grass has volunteered before, but her
work in AmeriCorps is different. She is workin
for a cause that hits close to home — and pays o
her college loan. '

Grass, of Blacksburg, is volunteering with
the Blue Ridge Chapter of the National Multiple
Sclerosis Sociely, helping people who have a
discase that has affected her own friends and
family. In return, she will receive $2,363 for her
education.

- Five Southwest Virginians are enlisted in
AmeriCorps, part of the Clinton administration's
national service initiative aimed primarily at the
nation’s young people. About 15,000 people
nationwide have been working in 330 programs
since the national kickofF Sept. 12.

In Virginia, 132 members ranging in age'

from 17 to 36 are tutoring, rebuilding public
housing, working with runaway and homeless
youth and coordinating projects. Virginia has
seven state-operated grants and is involved in at

PLEASE SEE SERVICE/7
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COMPLETE BRIDGE . _.
WORK— From left, Brian ;
Bates, Americorp historian,
Kathryn St. John, chairman
of the Historical Staunton
River Foundation, park man-
ager Jim Zanarini and Doug
Spencer, Americorp land-
scape architect,look over the

work on the new pedestrian & T ] . +
deck at the Staunton River & : gei - : N <\ | 3
railroad bridge at the Fort [&§ Y B : 00N l _
Hill Battlefield. The park, a 3 ARy il
joint private, public venture

between Virginia, Virginia
Power, ODEC and the His-
torical Staunton River Foun-
dation. The park will grow
by 80 acres when it officially
opens June 10 and Virginia
Power and ODEC turn over
e additional acreage. The
‘nrk will include an eight
nths of a mile walking trail
across theriver to Randolph.
The new pedestrian platform
the bridge was built by park
service personnel. (David
Conner 11 photos)




Riverwalk festivities set
to mark tree i.d. program

By BRIAN SEALS/Staff

For the past few months vol-
unteers have been sprucing up
an area around the Middle Fork
of the Holston River in Marion.

They’ve been identifying spe-
cies of trees along the river and
setting up posts identifying and
giving information about those
trees.

? On April 22, the Grassroots
Conservancy will unveil the fruits
of labor completed thus far in
establishing the Riverwalk.

The event will be part of a
ceremony at Riverbend Park to

\ present this completed portion
. of the project to the community.
Guided tours of the .6-mile sec-

tion of the trail will be conduct-
ed, information booths will be
setupand the "Impact Monster"
will be attending. The portion is
one of three sections of trail that
will eventually be connected.

Parking forthe event is available

at the Ma.ion town pool on

Chilhowie Street and shuttle ser-

vice will be provided to the festi-

val from there. Activities begin

at 11 a.m.

“This event is designed to in-
troduce people to the Riverwalk,
to show themthe progress we've
made and to celebrate our com-
pletion of the Tree Identification
lab,” said Grassroots Conservan-

cy President Shirley Blackwell.
“More than 40 trees have been
identified and cataloged by mark-
ers along the trail. It's a great op-
portunity to come out and enjoy the
day enjoying nature at its finest.”

A Day on
the trail ...

WHEN: Saturday,

April 22.

WHAT: Riverwalk Tree
Identification Ceremony
and Field Day.

TIME: 1| AM.
WHERE: Riverbend Park;
parking and shuttle service
available at town pool.
ADMISSION: Free

Activities will include conserva-
tion and information booths, spe-
cial programs with historian Mack
Sturgill and Conservancy member
Lawrence Richardson and a photo-
graphic interpretation of the trail.

Tree identification signs mark
the various species of trees and
foliage found along the river, ac-
cording to Mindy Clark, an Amer-
iCorps member assisting the Con-
servancy with the project. Conser-
vancy members placed the mark-
ers with the assistance of several

community agencies such as
scout troops and youth groups.
AmeriCorps members assisted
by workers with the Federal
Emergency Management Agen-
cy (FEMA) and the Virginia De-
partment of Forestry have
worked past Saturdays to help
place the markers. Incorporat-
edintothe trail willbeaprogram
for public schools to use the
identifications as part of an “out-
door classroom.” Teachers
helped the Conservancy in de-
veloping a Tree Identification
Guide which will be used in the
program.

Also, an informational kiosk
was recently raised near the
town swimming pool. This kiosk
will serve as a sort of center-
piece of the trail and offer infor-
mation about the walk and com-
munity events.

Funding forthe tree identifica-
tion portion of the trail was fund-
ed by a grant from the Virginia
Department of Forestry. Imple-
mentation of the plans will be
aided by a $115,000 grant
through the Intermodal Surface
Transportation Enhancement
Act (ISTEA). This money will be
used to upgrade the trail and
g;ake the trail handicap accessi-

e.

The Conservancy formed in
1992, was charted in May 1993.

SMYTH COUNTY NEWS
MARION, VIRGINIA
APRIL 14, 1995
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AmeriCorps volunteers
lend a hand in Midlands

By MICHELLE R. DAVIS
and KAY GORDON
Staff Writers

Amy Overstreet, 22, graduated from
college and had no idea what to do with
her life. James Holland, 54, a retired U.S.
Army meajor, was teaching life science at
an alternative school until it closed.

Both opted 1o join the ranks of Ameri-
Corps — President Clinton's pet project
that he has dubbed the domestic Peace

Corps.

1S PROGRAM WORTH PRICET B6

Overstreet and Holland are part of a

five-member team working in South Camg'-

lind on rural development projects unde!

AmeriCorps. This weel, two teams spent
time in Richland and Lexington countles
|rnpmvmg dry fire hydrants and inspeci-
ing dams.

Several South Carolina grmxps fall un-
der the AmeriCorps umbrella, including
City Year and the National Civilian Con-
servation Corps. In return for & living sti-

‘pend and an eduocational grant, Ameri-

Corps members work om community
projects. The 11-month program began in
September.

“Our efforl is to reach out to rural
communities where county governments
do not have staff for some projects,” said
Jim Wilson, AmeriCorps coordinator and
district conservationist in Columbia.

Among other tasks, groups have analyzed
water samples, done grassland surveys™™

hydrant in rural Richland County.

and mapped roads for 311 systems.
The rural-development AmeriCor
project is sponsored by the Natural R
sources Conservation Service under t
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Stai
wide, four five-member teams are bas

mssemwpﬁ!
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Sherell Stev—ens, leit, and Susan Milter, both AmeriCorps volunteers, brave the rain to check out a dam i rural Lexington County. They're taking part in a three-week program to inspact
THE STATE, COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, FEBRUARY 15, 1995

more than 8 © dams In the county.

AMER ICORPS

FROM PAGE E31

in Greenwoc—o>d and Newberry coun-
ties.

Somelime=s Sherell Stevens has
to scramble cover fences to get 1o the
water's edge= and the dam she is
inspecting irm rural Lexington Coun-
y. She che=cks her map, makes
notes and lav_ighs at quacking ducks
as Ihey wadwdile away.

In all Kine_ds of weather, driving
down dirl and farm-to-market
oads, Stevewrns and four others con-
inue their Ilmmree-week project to in-
spect B3 low—hazard dams — slruc-
ures located® where a failure could
“ause minimemal damage.

Low-haze==ard dam inspections

take place every three years.

Information lhe team gathers
will be passed to the Department of
Health and Environmental Con-
trol's Dam and Reservoir Safety
Section, said AmeriCorps project
leader Susan Miller.

The teams inspect the dams for
signs of erosion to make sure water
is flowing properly and the spill-
ways aren't clogged. Stevens,
Miller, Angi Paulus, Chris Bever
and team leader Chad Weston in-
spect six to eight dams a day.

The dala are used to update
dam-ownership records and 1o de-
termine which dams need te be up-
graded. The information alse will
help communities around dams,
should the structures break.

For their 11 months of worlk,
these AmeriCorps members receive
$12,000 a year in living expenses
and a scholarship of $4,765.

But what they take away from
the experience goes far beyond
money, said Overstreet, who will be
sent to the Ivory Coast in Africaas a
Peace Corps volunteer in August.

“AmeriCorps has given me a
smooth transition into the real
world,” said Overstreet, who was an
English major at Wofford College.
"I was really scared when I graduat-
ed. | wasn’t ready to find a career
because there wasn't anything 1
loved.”

The program taught Overstreet
that with some basic tralning she
can lackle jus t anything —

including computer research, scien-
tific testing and carpentry.

I1 also put her in touch with peo-
ple who have varied backgrounds
and experiences.

"“We purposely chose some older
people to give us diversity, maturity
and leadership,"” Wilson said. “We
feel like the balance of diversity has
sirengthened our team.”

Holand, the retived Army major,
read about the AmeriCorps pro-
gram in a retiree magazine.

Al first 1 said, 'I"ve had a career;
| don’t need one anymore,’ "' Hol-

land said. "But I'm not ready to sit

on the front porch.”

Holland is manager for the
group’s dry fire hydrant project.
The hydrants are actually pipes

near ponds and lakes in rural areas
that allow emergency vehicles to
pump water and lransport it to fire
scencs.

The state's goal is to have a dry
fire hydranl every three miles in
rural areas. To do that, 2,500 hy-
drants are needed and 700 have al-
ready been purchased.

AmeriCorps volunieers are
painting the hydrants bright red to
be seen easily and posting signs
around them, When work on the
hydrants is finished, homeowners
nearby will have their insurance
premiums lowered.

*“This has given me hope for my-
self," Overstreet said. “] have seena
kind of beauty in people working
together and gaing things done.”
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Volunteers Lend Hand In Aiken Spruce-Up

By BRIAN NEILL

Parts of Aiken will get a spruc-

o up over the next week thanks

joint, volunteer effort be-

n Americorps and the Aiken

partment of Public Safety’s
IMPACT program.

Volunteers were busy Friday
clearing overgrown shrubs and
raking leaves around Schofield
Middle School. Additional Amer-
icorps volunteers from Columbia
are expected to arrive in the ear-
ly part of next week to begin
work on an octagonal-shaped

butterfly garden at Gyles Park.

Most of the those taking part in
Friday's cleanup were enrolled
in the ADPS IMPACT program,
which provides community in-
volvement opportunities for stu-
dents considered at risk.

Despite the intense heat, the
students worked diligently car-
rying wheelbarrows full of shrub
trimmings and leaves to a pile
near the front of the school.

“I like helping out and it's
fun,” said 14-year-old Anthony
Rouse, a student at Schofield
Middle School.

Travis Williams, 14, said he
volunteered his time ‘just to
have something to do.”

James H. Holland, an Ameri-
corps team leader and Aiken
resident, was helping to oversee
the effort.

“We have specialized in con-
servation projects,” Holland
said. ‘‘This is sort of a pet
project.”

David Holcomb, an Ameri-
corps horticulturalist, proudly
displayed a diagram of the Gyles
Park project. The new butterfly
park will be divided into sections

by railroad ties and will contain
various bushes known to attract
butterflies, as well as a variety
of perennials, Hoicomb said.

The Americorps project was
initiated by President Bill Clin-
ton in the fall of 1993 and is ad-
ministered under the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture.

In exchange for 1,800 hours of
community service, participants
receive a $12,000 living stipend
for an 11-month period and also
receive $4,725 for student loans
or tuition, Holcomb said.
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AmeriCorps
Assists
School
District

‘Have you ever wondered how
much work goes into producing the
food we eat everyday?

Most of us know where these
products come from but have no
idea how the process works. Have
you ever seen how a gallon of milk
or a dozen eggs get from the
animals to the store and to your
table?

The local AmenCorps volunteers
are working with the Newberry
School District and the Naturai
Resources Conservation'Service on
an agricultural currlculum for
teachers.

This project is centered around
the agricultural activities ‘of
Newberry County. The AmeriCorps
volunteers are taking inventory at
participating farms in the county to
identify aspects that could be used
as educational teaching materials

in environmental and ag‘ncultural

education.

The USDA volunteers are laying
the foundation for teachers to learn
about the workings of an
agricultural setting. The purpose of
this project is to find what
activities and practices found on a
farm are ‘worth the leaders of

tomorrow . learning ° and’

understanding.

The volunteers are.headed by
Karen Kinard, the AmeriCorps
leader for the farm teacher
curriculum. The idea is to set up a
program for select teachers to go
through an agricultural training
period to better understand the
farming process and establish a
working curriculum for. other
teachers to utilize.

‘I'he AmenCorps team is taking
inventory:at participating farms in
the county to'identi{y aspects that
could be used as teaching materials
in agricultural and environmental
educat:on The. vo]unteers are also
setting’ up- a workmg agncultural
resource 'library: of available’
materials from numerous sources
for future utilization by teachers. |

The field data compiled by the
volunteers from Newberry County
farms will be'used by .the school
district. toi-create:'the new
curriculum.” A handful-of teachers-
will take the raw data and organize
an agricultural 'program, for other
teachers.-to :go -.through to
adequately., .teach .tthe .farm
curriculum

After enough teachers have
completed the program and begin
to incorporate some of the material
into'their classes, field trips to the
area farms will give the students a
chance: to :see :first-hand ‘how:the-
food,-we 80:often take for granted,
gets to our table.; ‘it [

‘The' teachmg currlculum will
include " many “agpects  of
environmental ‘educatién "and

'conservatlon techniques used to

protect the quahty of our existing
environment - for--" future
generations.' The 1mportance of
environmental. education is being
realized, throughout the world and
can be seen in everyday life. That's
why we all, .especially our children,

‘'need.to learn and understand how
processes  ‘that ' -affect \ our

environment work and what cén be
done to  protect-and: hopefully.
rebuild what we ‘still have.
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AmeriCorps Continues Work With Watershed

BY KIMBERLY M. JOENSON
YOUR COMMUNITY AT WORK

AmeriCorps continues its
committment to rural South
Caroling.

The Newberry Team I members
(Amy Overstreet, James Holland,
Jay Henderson, Mary Roe and
Angela Brinkley) use a ecomputar
program to {dentify non-point
source pollution in the Bush River
Camping Creek watershed.

To identify potential solutions for
the problem areas, team members
place data such az scil type, land
slope and land usa into the AGNPS
(Agricultural Non-pcint Sourca)
computar model.

The model simulates conditions
at all points within the watershed.

The AGNPS program actually
runs a8 watershed model and
spatially interprets the results.

The  Natural Resources
Conservation Service will use the
model of the two subwater sheds to
pinpoint problems within the
oversll Bush River Camping Creek
watarshed.

The team has created a Lotus
spreadsheet for inputting data
from SC Dept. of Health and
Environmental Control (DHEC)
water monitoring station. The
information has been accumulating
over the years and has not been
analyzed.

As a result of the spreadsheet,

rain -‘Jm:! f: -‘* (X

)
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Newberry Team Il, AmeriCorps, members recelve technleal
tralning from supervisor Jim Wlison, center. Plctured, from left,
are: Jay Henderson, James Halland, Jim Wilson and Mary Roe.

the data can be graphed and
comparison studies can be made in
order to jlluetrate trends and
patterns over the years.

Aeria] photos, topography maps,

‘as well as a ¢clinometer which
slope

measures the land
percentage are some of the
instruments and equipment used
by the team.

As Holland and Roe use the
equipment in the field, they have
placed a premium on their outdoar
experiences.

Helland enjoys the physical
landscape such as the hillsides, the
change of seasons and the well.
managed farms. “For farmers, the
work is right there...they live
within the workplace,” he said.

Roe feels & greater appreciation
for the environmaent.

She recalls watching s PBS
program about mammoths. Roe
marveled how she could relate to
various subjects in the program to
her AmeriCorps work.

Devising a plan to cross a creek

and trying to pry a canoce out of -

mud are some memorable tales for
Amy Overstraet. Overstreet works
primarily with computer data
entry. She looks forward te
increasing her field tima.

Call 321.6222, to learn more
about the team's current project.
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A JOINT EFFORT enabled Willlamsburg Academy to
receiva some new plants for the school campus.
Williamsburg First National Bank donated the plants,

. Williamseurg Soil and Water Conservation District pro-

vided technical assistance, and local Americorps mem-

. bers supplied labor. Pictured from left to right are
_ Americerps member Michael Busby, WA Headmaster
' Larry Berry, Alan Chandler of Williamsburg First

Nationa! Bank, Americorps member Kendra Williams.

' June Helliday of Williamsburg First National Bank, and

Willie Humphrey of the U.S. Forest Service.
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Santee is scene
Jor Americorps

By Barry Wood
Editor

Volunteers from across the state met
in Santee yesterday for a two-day con-
ference of Amenicorps workers and ad-
ministrators. This was not a sit-down
meeting. While service projects went
on throughout the little town on Lake
Marion, National USDA Americorps
Director Joel Bery took a break from
cutting the grass around Town Hall to
speak to this reporter.

"This program.” said Berg of
Amencorps. "meets the Jesse test. From
Helms to Jackson. politicians approve
of what's being done.

"These folks are doing great stuff.
They help with 911 implementation,
housing improvement, enterprise com-
munities and a host of other projects.”

Americorps is a federal program
begun by President Clinton in which
people volunteer their services for up
to two years. They work at community
projects, and in exchange receive a
monthly stipend, as well as up to
$9.400 for college tuition. Locally,
Gloria Richardson is working, as an
Americorps volunteer, with the Eastern
Orangeburg County Enterprise Com-
munity (EOCEC).

"This program.” said Berp, "is about
getting things done. It produces con-
crete results for the community. It
brings together all aspects of the com-
munity and bridges divisions. It teaches
personal responsibility and provides
people with an opportunity. It's a com-
mon sense program that works."

Of South Carolina's Americorps pro-
erem Berge was enthusiastic.

"Yours is among the best-function-
ing programs in the country. | urge you
to look into it - see for yourself that it
works.”

Berg addeq a persopal note on the
late Josephine High. who was an
Americorps worker with the EOCEC.

"l offer my deep regrets,” he said,
"for the passing of Josephine High.
While I didn't know her personally. 1
understand that her work with
Americorps was simply a continuation
of her life's work." _

Jim Wilson, project coordinator in
South Carolina for the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service, told the
Observer that Americorps is "a domes-
tic peace corps.” In fact, the program's
$500 million budget and 18.000 volun-
teers make it bigger than the Peace
Corps ever was.

"Local counties come up with pro-
posals,” said Wilson, "for community
improvement. Some 90 percent of it is
physical work, and around 80 percent
of our volunteers have college educa-
tions. They provide hands-on labor. as
well as assessments, like grasslands in-
ventories or stream coding. In return,
these folks are able to work with pro-
fessionals, to get exposure in a number
of career possibilities. We rotate team
leaders so that all are able 10 plan, or-
ganize and delegate.

"Workers learn to complete a
project. They plan, and then produce
tangible results. But most of all, tey
have developed a sincere desir2 for
community service. All of them have
their hearts in the right place.”

The USDA Americorps mecting
CORtinues today at Santee State Park
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Rural Development Team, said

Team focuses ¢ on curriculum

By KRISTY EPPLEY
Staff Writer

John Morgan feels like he's

“getling » new job every couple
of weeks” working with

membrs, Newberry- -based team
has boen in Columbia evaluating
an environmenial curriculum,
Action for a Cleaner Tomorrow,
creatnd by the S.C. Department
of Haalth and Environmental
Contrul,

The team’s purpose was 1o
provide a cost analysis of materi-
als and ideas for paralle) re-
sources. They also critiqued the
lessons and suggested changes
to mak' them (low more
smoothly.

The curriculum is designed to
emphasize sll aspects of recy-
cling and its importance to future
generations. Teachers who want
to use the 120-lesson curriculum
must complete a training session.
So far, 2,750 teachers in 75
school districts have been
trained.

Every few weeks, the Ameri-
Corps team completes a project
and is assigned o new one. In
addition to the cwrriculum analy-
sis, they have done grassland
Jurveys, consiructed nature
trails, beautified parks, Initiated
911 conversions, tutored and
taught.

An upcoming project includes

building a barn that will become
a peiting zoo at Camp Spear-
head, a Greenville-area camp (or
handicapped children,

AmeriCorps, a national pro-
gram implemented by President
Bill Clinton, has 20,000 members
nationwide and offers a variety
ol programs, mcludmg educa-
tion, conservation, drug preven-
tion and law enfon:emcm It has
been referred to as a “domestic
Peace Corps.”

The South Carolina Ameri-

FRIETY DFPLULY/THE STATE
AmeriCorps members, from left, Johin Morgan, Madeline Cislo and
Diggs HEl ir., with coples of environmental curricidum. They worked
with a class that made mural bohind them with recycled products,

Corps, dubbed the Rural Devel-
opment Team and sponsored by
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, is dedicated to designing
and implementing programs that
will improve the quality of rural
life in the state. The 20 members
of the S.C. team are divided into
four groups, with five members
each. Two of the teams are Jocal-
ed in Newberry, and two in
Greenwood.

“1learned a lot about conser-
valion practices” as a part of the

Diggs Hill Jr., a student at South
Carolina Slale University. “It's a
lot of tun,” he said.

The main goal of the overall
program Is personal develop.
ment. Madeline Cislo, a Mid-
lands Technical College student
and a team member, said the pro-
gram is designed 10 "build us as
people.” She said the program
not only taught her how to be a
leader, but how (o be a follower
as well.

Members are selected
through an application snd inter-
view process. Any legal U.S. citi-
zen 17 years of age or older who
has successfully completed two
or more years of college may ap-
ply. This year's team members
ranged in age from 20 to GO.

Participants receive a living,

allowance of $12,000 a yesr,
health and child care benefits if
nceded and an educatfon award
of $4,725 for each term of service
up to two terms. The education
award may be used to pay back
student Joans or to continue
education.

Members work 40 or more
hours a week for nine months to
a year to complete a minimum of
1,812 hours of community ser-
vice.

To apply for AmeriCorps or
for more information, call 253-
3977. The application deadline
for the 1995-96 term of service is
July 7.
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' A JOINT EFFORT enabled Wililamsburg Academy to

. receive some new plants for the school campus.
Williamsburg First National Bank donated the plants,

. Williamsburg Scil and Water Conservation District pro-
vided technical assistance, and local Americorps mem-

. bers supplied labor. Pictured from left to right are

 Americorps member Michael Busby, WA Headmaster |

' Larry Berry, Alan Chandler of Williamsburg First

. National Bank, Americorps member Kendra Williams.

' June Holliday of Williamsburg First National Bank, and

. Willie Humphrey of the U.S. Forest Service.
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STUDENTS WORK WITH
- AMERICORPS VOLUNTEERS
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Americorps Visits Ga'llmah_f .

To Assist Stude

By Sohn E.MorpanTr

The Americorps volunteers of the
Newberry Water Quality team spent
Thursday, Nov. 3, at Gallman
Elementary. :

The Americorps representatives
were working with Ms. Billie
Burton, the 4th and 5th grade
science teacher for the past six
years, on an outdoor garden for her
s~ience class. The outdoor garden
was constructed with donated
crossties from CSX and topsoil
purchased from Willingham and
Son's Building Supply with money
provisioned from The Peak Institute
LAWN (Learning Agriculture Within
Nature) Project.

This money was given because of

a grant written by four Gallman
teachers: Ms. Billie Burton, Mrs.

the 4-H Coordinator Mrs. Marie
Bussey.

The Americorps volunteers will
be conducting on-going
environmental education programs
with the students in the coming
year, including the construction of an
on-site nature trail, beautifying the
school grounds by planting donated
perennials and flowering shrubs,
and assisting with environmental
training in the classroom. = -

The school would like to thank
CSX for the crossties, Georgia Pacific
for landscaping wood chips, Wicker's
Greenhouse and Nursery for
bedding plants, and Leavell Azalea
Farm for donating 100 azaleas. The
Americorps group will be helping the

nts' Project

Anne Folk, Mrs. Jane Bagwell, and "

children do-the work, promote
teamwork, and hopefully increase
their desire to learn new things.

The Americorps volunteers would
like to thank the following Gallman

fiffh grade students for their
participation in building the outdoor
gardening beds on Thursday:
Preston Bates, Zachary Pitts, Bruce
McClurkin, Lyndell Jackson, Bryant

. Jeffrey, Calvin Dewalt, Mariel Clark,
Stuart Turner, Johnathon. Crumton,
Ashley Brooks, David Bailey, Martin
Sims, Sloan Garrison, Kenzie Hill,
Rebecca Hamilton, B. J. Bennett,
Lashawnda Deshields, Trevor
Gibson, and Ruth Parr. :

Abby Gage, an Amerigorps
volunteer, said, "The degree of
enthusiasm from the students was
inspiring.”



Tina Wright-Swinton committed
to serve Marion County community
through AmeriCorps pilot program

MARION COUNTY, SOUTH CA ROLINA

By TODD SHIFFLET
Star 4 Ervarprise

Tina Wright-Swinton is young,
energetic and she wants to
help. Even more, she has
promised to get things done.

AmeriCorps, a pilot

initiated by the Clinton
Administration, is allowing
Mrs. Wright-Swinton the
opportunity to serve her
community, She can serve a
one-year term of community
service and for her
commitment, receive money to
pay off a college loan or tuition.

She is the AmeriCorps
representative for Marion
County and will be assisting
low-to-moderate income
individuals in the county to
upgrade their housing. She will
also be assisting school-age
children in after-school
programs.

“I'll be going door-to-door
finding out exactly what’s
happening in Marion County.
It's an outreach program to
target low and moderate
income housing residents. And
I will be working at the Marion
Student Enrichment Center
with students in grades one to
eight - to do well in school - as
mentor and tutor,” said Mrs.
Wright-Swinton, 28,

A conservative estimate
identifies over three percent of
the households in Marion
County with no plumbing. This
is three times the national
average. Marion County has
one of the highest levels of sub-
standard housing in South
Carolina, according to her
project and mission statement
for Marion County.

Mrs. Wright-Swinton said she
will be working with the
Farmers’' Home Administration
as an outreach person, She will
be identifying those residential
homes which are in financial
need and connecting them with
progrargg which can help. She
also plans to initiate an
educational service for the
program so that housing
improvements will be long-
term.

“Alot of people in rural Marion
County are not apt for change,”

she said. “The challenge is
going to be finding and
connecting with the people out
there who need resources...
helping people find out what
programs are out there.”

8he said she will primarily be
working with identifying
residents and connecting them
with loans and other assistance
programs provided by PmHA,
but will also be working with
the United States Department
of Agriculture's Rural
Development Administration,
Marion County government,
Marion County community
service and the Pee Dee
Regional Council of
Governments. Agencies which
will be helping with asgistance
include the FmHA, Habitat for
Humanity and various other
housing and urban
development programs. Some
of her resources include the
Clemson Extension Service, the
Marion County Planning
Department and Marion School
District 1, she said.

“I'have a lot of ideas, but it’s
going to be difficult for one
person to take on the whole
community. Once I find out
what specific problems there
are and identify the people, I
know I'm going to need the
support of others. It's going to
be a lot of work and a lot of
challenges,” Mrs, Wright-
Swinton said.

She is excited and determined
by the challenge. Sh¢ has gone
through a number of training
courses with the FmHA and
AmeriCorps and plans to be
effective in her service,

“I think it’s an excellent
program - community service to
pay for an education. I know 1
am a people-person, and having
an opportunity to interact and
help somebody makes me feel
really blessed,” she said.

Mrs. Wright-Swinton said her
AmeriCorps colleagues in
different counties in the
country are concentrating on
different projects. Each county
has it's own specific priority.
Counties in South Carolina
which have the advantage of an
Americorp representative
include Allendale, Denmark,
Orangebure, SanteeTvnches

and the i
City area, she said.

Mrs. Wri winton is also
excited working with
students out of the Marion
Student Bnrichment Center.
The center is a local non-profit
agency made up of retired
educators and high school
volunteers. She will be working

& :
 take action, Faced with £
f conflict, { will seek com- |
mon grouhd, Faced with” ;-
_ adwr.ﬁp, 1 will persevere.

 I'will carry this commis- .
_mwmm:ﬁb,y_mr :
 and beyond. - 1 .

SR e T

. I am an AmeriCorps i
" member. And I'm going to i
" get things done. . -

PR AT CTORES TW)
to stem the tide of high school
drop-outs in Marion County,

and nurturing their desire for
an education.

A Marion native, Mrs. Wright-
Swinton will receive a living
allowance for her one year of
service, plus an educational
award. She is a graduate of
Coastal Carolina University
with a degree in Business
Administration. She has
worked with the Department of
Social Services, the South
Carolina Employment
Commission and Fleet
Funding, all of which relate to
her Americorp service position.

Marion County Administrator
Pete Rogers will act as her
supervisor,

Anyone seeking more
information about AmeriCorps
can call 1.R00.RRN-4183
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Saluda County clears 911 hurdle

ldentifying roads
Jirst step to service

By KAY GORDON
Safl Writer

A giant step has been mhen -
ward @ 911 eswrgency sarvice sys-
tem in Salude County, now that all
the cownty’'s roads have been
identified.

But the service is of least 18
monihs away,

Thet's how long & will be before
the county is in a position to ask

But the county is oo the right
track.
Recently, a Nutural Resources

teem of volunteers spen! three
weeks ident fying all of the county’s
samed snd unnamed romds. They
developed cross references by
names and mumbers. Then, they
mude copies of the lax maps and
Wdentified road names on the meps
and the properly numbers.

The lrve-memaber team also noted
new 1 oads that were nol marked on

Ihe 1968 highway maps they used.

The end prodoct was an updated Maﬂhldua&n,hmn' vatlon Service.

map of the counly in four sections.  service and eavironmental needs in

Accurale and updsted road meps communities, ;
are criticsl %o a¥llsys
lem, Potts sadd. To qualify for 91),
at least 80 percent of the roads must
be samed.

A counly commities js naming tlm,ﬂ"ll,‘m
the roeda, bu! handreds stil have oot e
no namen, team mvembary sabd 80 of the

“We doa'l even come closs to 30 mrust be samed.

percent beiog named,” Poils sald.
“We're working toward that,
There's & major push to get that
compieted. Then, roads have to be
owmbered.’”

The seven-members, sl-volunteer
plamning commission ssked the
AmoriCorps leaen to inventory the
roeds.

underway in South Carolina. The
one for rural in South
Carolina is sponsored by the
USDA/Nstural Resources Conser-

. berry County

Project ares counties lnclude
Abbeville, Laurens, Greenwood,

Saluda, Edgelleld sad Aiksn. The
tearns, which began in September,
will work on various projects in ra-
ral counties for the rest of the year.

The South Carclisa Rural Devel-
opment AmeriCorps project hes
four five-rmemnber temama, with 10 in
Greennwood County and 10 in New-

A Newberry (eam conducted the
recent project in Saluda County. It
also has done prujecis In other
srens, including building outdoor
learning centers, developing related
lesson plans, and weter quality
sampling.

AmeriCorps s funded through
the Corporation for Nations! and
Comenunity Service and the Natural
Resources Conservation Service.
Projects are based on commwnity-
Identified needs.

“They had the time and vehicles
and computers,” Potts said. “We're
getting ready 1o ssk them to help
with indexing — numbering of
streets and roads, which will lead to
a numbered address as opposed o a
route and box number.”

AmeriCorps is Presidet Clin-
ton’s national service initistive to
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Water Quality Becomes Americorps
Priority In Newberry County

Once again, Newberry County is
on the cutting edge of conservaton
techniques and efTorts because of
the Soil Conservation Sarvice (SCS)
and the new Amenicorps volurtesr
water quality team.

Americorps is President Clinton's
National Service Initiative that
launched September 12, with 20,000
young men and womnen being sworn
in nationwide. The Americorps
watar quality taam consists of five
men and women dedicated to
community service with an
emphasis on conservation ideals.

This team, based in Nawberry at
1114 Caldwaell Street, will be
worlking closaly with the SCS during
the next year.

The watsr quality project will be
aimed at non-point sourcs pollution
in Newberry County. This project is
the first of its kind in the Unitad
States and will be used as & model
for the rest of the country.

The Americorps team will be
working in conjunction with the
SCS, Soil and Water Conservation
Districts, and the Departmant of
Health and Environmental Control.

The project concentratss on 16
Newberry County farms that are
participating. Soil sampling of
DHEC approved fields, and
wastawatar sampling of livestock
lagoons from each farm will be the
initial steps of this conservation
action.

From these soil and water tests,
the Americorps team will derive a
rate for wastawater application as
organic fertilizer on the DHEC
approved fields. The SCS will
overses application processes using
the Soil and Water Conservatino
District's state-of-the-art spreader,
to be rotatsd between participating
farms for application purposes.
Demonstration of this new process
and machinery will be held at a.
designated farm in mid-November.

Team Mambers: John Mo'rgnn. Madueiine
Gage and Diggs HilL,

wants ths “opportunity o make a
difference in our surrounding
communities” while serving in
Americorps.

*Team Administrator Madeline

S. Cislo resides in Hopkins. She
presently attends the Airpoert
Campus of Midlands Technical
“College and {s wpecializing in
Medical Laboratory Technologies.
For Madeline, Amaericorps is her
way to “learn more about Scuth
Carolina’s environmental status
and to become more involved with
community service.” :

*Transportation Captain Diggs
Hill Jr. comas {rom Greenville. He is
currently attending South Carclina
Stats University and majoring in
Marketing. For Diggs, Americorps is
his chance to “learn more about
Rural America and to help
communities” in South Carolina.

*Public relations coordinator
John E. Morgan 111 hails from
Society Hill. He recently received a
Ba.  :lor of Science degres in
Aquacu!tures Fisheries Wildlife
Biology from Clemson Univesrity.
Morgan. while working for from
Clamson University. Merzan, while
working for Americorgs, zlans to
“diversifly his envireamental
knowledge and skills, promote
conservatio efforts, improve
community iving, en incTease
community involvemen: and
awareness in developmen: projects”:
in Tura! South Carolina.

Cislo, Karen Kinard, Abby

‘Ihe ninalresults of this project
are aimed ot providing s valuable
service that will have a positive
impact on the snvironment as well
a3 the county involved. ‘

Through sampling and spplying
this efluent as organic fertilizer, the
team hopes to drastically gut the
farmers’ cost and reduce the threat
of non-point source pollution caused
by improper waste management

-and chemical fertilizer residue to

the {ragile watershed areas of
Nawbarry County. From this
project, the team hopes to educats
and incresase the awareness of
Newbarry County residents on the

_aspects of non-point sourcs pollution

and conssrvation practices to
prevent such environmantal

The Newberry Americorps water
quality team is dedicated to
community service and doing the
finest conservation work possible to
snhance the quality of Neberry
County and the reputation of the
Nationel Americorps voluntesr

o .

? mm interestad in’ this
program and would like more
information, call the Americorps
ofSce (3216226 or 321-6222) or the
Newberry County SCS office (276
0032). Membaers of the team
working in Newberry are:

" *Team leader Abigail Ann (Abby)
Coge of Claveland, S.C. She has a
‘bachalor's degree in political sciance
and a masters in environmental
management. For Abby, Americorps
is & chance "to develop her
leadership ability and gain new
skills to help in the environmental
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AmeriCorps doing road inventory
in preparation for E-911 set-u

By Heary E. Green
rAmeriCorps is launching this week
a project which is expocied to help
pave the way for the establishment of

orp will be working on a project o
complcie the first phase of 91 | implo-
mcnlation.

"We will ride every road in the
county, taking road inveatory—

signage, road type, landmarks, fire
etrh .'."d' iC :
leader Angi Paulus.
AmeriCorps will be looking 10 sce
whether there is more than one resi-
dend 0n a road, the said

If there is more than one resident
on a road or driveway, it has 1o be
named.

AMERICORPS DOING ROAD INVENTORY-An
Awmkmmum&m-m
inventory in Abbeville County, as a step toward the
uubidmmuﬂheullmbuthMCu-q.
Tmnubu:mmmum&nm&um
(AmeriCorps photo)

“lsunching an E-911
mn responso sys-

hist.
caled form of the 911 sysiem, by
which people can more easily gain
#cooss 0 emergency services through
calling, by telephone, a central dis-
puich center.

The county mapping which
:\miCupuinbeddn.wilbuln
micgral sicp loward bringing the sy3-
fem o the county, since the eficient
pr vision of services through E-911
“whoeventofan

on the sysiem's sbility to pinpoint the
.emergency’s location.

Road inventory will be extensive

scheduled 1o start a road iavendory in

' Abbeville ,, 88 & sicp loward
establishine & 911 syitem here

Fora91 | sysiem, each structure in
*he o _nty must have a distinct street
address, not 8 rural route number or a
box mamber.

* The roed inventory is just the first

example,
The911 addressing team will leave

If you have any questions con-
ceming 911 addressing, call 459-



AmeriCorps team works
to complete campsne

Twenty A:mnCorps members |
bavebeenwabngha:dl‘uthepm'%
two weeks to complete a Wilderness
wmwford:cduidmnu John de-

a group, of students participating in_ anudmn.'l'hccdnolhn.
d'newddu'ml’mgnmatdclaﬂowe. Nscvml wilderness campsites avail
whfamr'fproslm Ten students
A mlpjl' les i
Mam‘ﬂn'm‘
!hcumwtcsmvaybam.mlh
simple structures and, the, essentials
mdedfor survival Thc q»dents
participate ‘voluntarily ‘in’ the" four-'
mmdxpmgam.dmg%nhm
communication \with the \outside
vorld is moaitored.. The studeats
:qvcd:epmgramwﬂabeuum—
© derstanding Yot themselves “and - the
unhuwndthan : “p?‘é‘-
*" AmeriCorpg is a new national ser- |
mmmauvedwgnedtohclpdn
- rural communities of America in the'”
SR - arcas of ‘education, ‘human service, °
FORS  public safety, and eavionmental|
‘needs from a community penpec-
... tive, They targeta nine county project
area in South Carolina consisting of
_Abbeville, “Lauftns, "Greenwood,

: e LE el R FiG * Newberry, McCormick, Saluda, Lex-
: AMERIOORPS DOES PROJECT AT-DE LAHOWE—- mmﬁigm:f mﬂmg
AnAmthorpawam,panohnat:omlsemcemname,lm :

byﬂwNmnﬂRmCDtmvﬁ,

. been involved in a project at John de la Howe School in - uonServmfhﬂlCS)loqucsmlt"- '
McCormzick County. (AmeriCorps photo) — ‘state and they will be duplica®tin’~

odu-arusmd\cﬁm:re.’l‘ AR
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AmeriCorps Completes
County 911 '"Phase One"

By John E. Morgan, ITI

The white, semi-muddy, govern-
ment vehicle sightings are sure to
diminish as the USDA volurnteers
from the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service's, AmeriCorps
bave fizished Phase Oue of the Sa-
luda County 911 conversion!

The volunteers from the NRCS's
Rural Development Team completed
the road inventory of Saluda County
as of Jan. 19th and concentrated
their efforts to transferring the road
data to a comprehensive mapping
system. This mapping system and
accompanying spreadshest data
will help the Saluda Road Naming
committee completa their task more
efficiently. Once every road has a
name, it will be much simpler for
Saluda County Emergency persca-
nel to find any lecation ia the event
of an emergency.

The AmeriCorps voluntaers now
know your couaty as well, if not bet-
ter,_tban their own. Each member
of the Newberry #1 AmeriCorps
Team traveled about one hundred
miles a day, give or take twenty,
while working on the road inventocy
project in Saluda Couaty.

Many obstacles arose during the
road survey project. The most color-
ful, no pun intended, were ths “or-
ange” mud hazards scattered
throughout the maze of Saluda
County roads. The vehicles d-iven
by several voluntsers became mobile
impaired by the finest mixture of
clay and water that Mother Nature
and Saiuda County zould offer.

Special thanks go to Mr. and Mrs.
Coleman of Melldoro Dairy on Hol-
lywood Road and Minick'a towing for
fresing sur "newly-colored” govern-
mert vehicles from the mucky grasp
of the back-oads,

Other obstacles overcoms by

AmeriCorps’ determinatioan, in-
cluded washed out bridges, fallen
limbe, numerous new and namsless
roads, countless dead ends, ener-
getic canines, protective neighbors
demanding explanations, lack of
mud tires, mud, lots of mud, mud
hazards, missing road signs, and
reoccurting disorientation.

The second part of the
AmeriCorps volunteers' responsi-
bilities to Saluda County was to
make copies of all area tax mapas,
about 300, for the Saluda County
Planning Commission. The ultravio-
let map copier in the courthouse
scemed, at fryt, to be too copious for
comprehension but was easily oper-
ated once Deborah Vancs, of the Sa-
luda County Tax Office, gave de-
tailed instruction on its use.

The members of the AmeriCorps
team would like to acknowledgze the
Saluda County Sheriff's Office for
their diligent search and assistance

/in the location of a pair of volunteers

that had become immobilized “in” a
severely moistened clay road and
missed their midday rendezvous.
Special thanks go to Officer Collard
for ectually contacting the "mud-ol-
ored” government vehicle and its
slightly muddy passengers to ensure
their safety.

The AmeriCorps team concluded
their involvement with the Saluda
County Emergency - 911 project by
"handing off" the results of their
study to the Saluda County Road
Plancing Commission last Wednes-
day, the 25th. If have any questions
about the Saluda 911 preject, please
contact the Saluda County Chamber
of Commerce (803) 445-3055. If vou
have any qusstions about the
AmeriCorps program please call
(803) 321-6226.



_M'zmhers of the new Americorps national communlty service

Tuesday’s kicko(T celebration at Greenwood State Park. Guest and vis
volunteers for excepting the call for 2 **season of service.’ Americo

program take their places during

iting dignitaries congratulated the 40
rps has 20,000 members nationally. The

40 volunteers will'ald rural development In a nine-county area. (Sta(f photo by Jim Long)

Americorps members ready to |
forge ahead in new program

By JIM LONG
- Staff writer .
South Carolina and the American
spirit experieaced a shared rebirth
Tuesday at Greeowood State Park
duning a kickoff celebradod for the
Americorps rural development

t was a2 rebirth of 2 grassroots
‘*geuing things done' attitude that,
thanks © 40 Americorps members,
will resurface in the neighborhoods
of pine counties in the sate,

**It is like 2 domestic peace
corps and It also old
Civilian Conservation Corps or
CCC,"* said Jim Wilson,
Amernicorps coordinator under the
Deparument of Agriculture and the
Soil Conservation Servics,

In fact, Tuesday's kickofT, which
was attended by more than 100,
was centered around park shelter
no. 1 which is dedicated wo the
CCC's earty work.

* The Americorps program is a

part of President Clinton's call for a

national community service

‘organi which ivi
oy

.- Nauooally, there arg 20,000

mericorps volunteers warcking
mer'lﬁ?u.s. Department o‘f N

Agriculture’ who receive 2 sd

and an educational credit for a
year's worth of community
devodon.

Locally, the volunteers are split
three ways between the Soil
Conservation Service, the Farmer's
Home Administration (FnHA) and
the US. Forestry Service. -

.- Twenty of the Americorps
volunteers will be based in
Newberry and 20 in Greeawood.

**It is an exciting day for our
counuy and our state as another
generation. heeds the call for
natlonal community. service,” said

-+ State conseryationist for the Soil

Conservation Service Mark
‘Berkland noted that the freshmen

volunteers, armed with their
_diverse backgrounds, will attack
enviroamestal issues, help map out
towns for 911 service, provide
improved public access w0 public
lands, belp establish outdoor namure
classrooms for schools and a host

- of other community challeages,

But Berkland echoed Vgil.lon‘s
comment that e Americorps will
"‘not do for e communities but
will belp them do."*

Also on hand was Bemnie Wright,
state director of FmHA, and Skip
Surkey, a representative from the
U.S. Foresury Sesvice.

One of the program’s hial‘:li hts
was a discussion of the 193 (fCC
by Woodrow West, a former
Civilian Corps member,

At (he end of West's walk, he
tossed a football to one of the
Americorps volunteers, signilying
tbe passing of the torch of
COmMunity servics, -

- Talking with members of the
Americorps, under the Soll
Conservaton Service, who have

*already received: two weeks of
training, it's easy 1o see that the
torch has already been passed o
these bright and eager indlviduals,

""" Richard Ealon s a leacher In
Laurens County who decided he
nceded a change from the
classroom seuting.

““I'm ready for work that Is
challenging and Interestng in a

.different manner than the
classroom. I've always been
interested in environmental work,"

says Zaton.

Angi Paulus, another Americerps |
member, is 3 USC studeat from
Abbeville whose eyes dance with
excitement when talking about her
leaure as an Americorps volunieer,

“I'm interested in giving
something back that makes a long
lerm impact on a community not
just one day. This is something I've
always wanied 10 do,”” says Paulus.

Paulus will be stationed in
Greenwood and will work with
Edgefield county in developing a
systematic map foc 911 service,

Chris Bever of Taylors is an
elementary education major in what
he calls “‘the middle™ of college.

**l feel like a pionesr in Whis

gram. We, as the (irst group of
volunteers, are the ones who can
make this program. We will be true
1o the motio of 'Getting things done
in rural $.C.","* says Bever,

Although many of the
Americorps volunteers are college
age, some, llke Eaton, could be
termed a litde older — like Danny
Johnsoa of North Augusta .

Johnson is a veteran of 20 years
In the consuruction indusuy who
answered an inner call 1o
community service and entered the

According to project coordinater
Wilson, the ready-ler-action
Americorps eam already bas a (ull
plate — close 10 60 projects [n the
nine counties are already under
consideration by the Americorps
advisory board,

GREENWOOD INDEX JOURNAL
GREENWOOD, SOUTH CAROLINA
OCTOBER 14, 1994
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AmeriCorps Continues Wor

BY KIMBERLY M. JOHNSON
YOUR COMMUNITY AT WORK

AmeriCorps continues its
commitiment to rural South
Carolina.

The Newberry Team Il members
(Amy Overstreet, James Holland,
Jay Henderson, Mary Roe and
Angela Brinkley) use a computer
program to identify non-point
source pollution in the Bush River
Camping Creek watershed.

To identify potential solutions for
the problem areas, team members
place data such as soil type, land
slope and land use into the AGNPS
(Agricultural Non-point Source)
computer model.

The model simulates conditions
at all pointa within the watershed.

The AGNPS program actually
runs a8 watershed model and
spatally interprets the results.

The  Natural Resources
Conservation Service will use the
model of the two subwater sheds to
pinpoint problems within the
oversll Bush River Camping Creek
watershed.

The team has created a Lotus
spreadsheet for inputting data
from SC Dept. of Health and
Environmental Control (DHEC)
water monitoring station. The
information has been accumulating
over the years and has not been
analyzed.

As & result of the spreadsheet,

.
5

.
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-
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Newberry Team Il, AmeriCorps, members recelve technlcal
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k With Watershed
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tralning from supervisor Jim Wlison, center. Plctured, from left,
are: Jay Henderson, James Halland, Jim Wilson and Mary Ros.

the data can be graphed and
comparison studies can be made in
order to jllustrate trends and
patterns over the years.

Aerial photos, topography maps,

‘as well as a ¢clinometer which
slope

measures the land
percentage are some of the
instruments and equipment used
by the team.

As Holland and Roe use the
equipment in the field, they have
placed & premium on their outdoar
experiences. '

Holland enjoys the physical |
landscape such as the hillsides, the
change of seasons and the well.
managed farms. “For farmers, the
work is right there...they live

-within the workplace,” he said.

Roe feels a greater appreciation
for the environment.

She recalls watching s PBS
program about mammoths. Roe
marveled how she could relate to
various subjects in the program to
her AmeriCorps work.

Devising a plan to cross a creek
and trying to pry a canoe out of
mud are some memorable tales for
Amy Overstreet. Overstreet works
primarily with computer data
entry. She looks forward to
increasing her field tima.

Call 3216222, to learn more
about the team's current project.
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Americorps Takes Young People To County's Farms

Y KIMBERLY M. JOHNSON

YOUR COMMUNITY AT WORK
Americorpa provides services for
vuberry County farmers.

Have you contemplated ways to
«ry, lift or push a canoce over a
nee?

Have you donned a life jacket
d taken water samples from a
ite storage pond?
tlave you walked around a large
.reel of land, taking soil samples
th a piece of equipment that
sembles a pogo stick?

If the word NO entered your
.nd, don’t be ashamed. For Abby
sge, Diggs Hill, Karen Kinard,
adeline Cislo and John E.

rgan, I11, this is a typical day's
lk

\long with Stephen Henry, an
srficulture engineer with the
atural Resources Conservation
~rvices, (formerly the Soil
nservation Service), the team
ikes soil mamples of DHEC
sproved fields and wastewater
unples of livestock lagoons from
- farms in Newberry County.
According to Henry, the team
w8 to provide information such

pollution reduction from non-
aint sources, crop
¢«commendations and nutrient
lentification.

On Tuesday morning at 8 a.m.,
ne team traveled to Lyon's
‘dyssey Farms, in the Silverstreet

area, to conduct samplings.

Three of the members, in this
case: Abby, Diggs and John are
going in the wastewater pond for
samplings. Karen and Madeline
perform soil samplings in another
area of the farm.

Mark Lyon, owner of the dairy
farm, believes the services are
important for farmers.

“[ think this is a very valuable
thing. The short term benefit is a
better knowledge on how to handle
my manure and waste,” he said.

“It's important that the
government takes a role in helping
to handle it the right way, to offer
assistance. The small farmers
can’t do it by themselves,” Lyon
said.

Henry accompanies the five
member team to various farms He
secs many types of waste
treatment practices such as waste
storage ponds or lagoons. They
vary among farmers.

"“The farmers have been very
positive. They understand that
they have a product, usually a
waste, that has nutrient value,”
Henry said.

“The increased nutrient value of
the lagoon may reduce some cost
and the farmer may not have to
buy commercial fertilizers,” he
said.

- (Continued On Page 7)

“Ob rvé:_- p_hq_tt_’:_"by'KimBe'x_-b_r Johnson
Americorps members John E. Moégan, III, (1), Diggs Hill (c); and Abby.Gage (standing) participate
in taking samples from a wastewater storage pond.  They, along withﬁhia%eline Cislo and Karen
Ki'nurd, perform soil and water quality samplings at 16 farms in Newberry County. * . -
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EOCEC; Americorps:

Still Hard At Work And
Making Progress

By E. Marie Jackson

After more than a year, Eastern

Orangeburg  County  Enterprise
Community (EOC!C) and its
Americorps representatives are still hard
at work and making progress in the
eastern part of our county.
. Without fanfare or the spotlight,
EOCEC still holds their monthly
meetings and. along with Gloria
Richardson nd Vernell Smalls
(Americorps representatives), are finding
new and innovative ways to help area
residents with all kinds of problems.

Some of their accomplishments
inciude assisting the elderly with home
improvement grants and low-interest
loans, as well as helping other residents
with home-ownership loans.

They have also worked closely with
small business owners in eastern
Orangeburg County, educating them
about business loan programs.

EOCEC has joined forces with local
police forces, U.S. Marshall's office,
Office of Juvenile Justice, and school
administrators to bring crime and drug
prevention programs to area students.

Educational seminars have been
hosted by the group on topics such as
Wills and Trusts: Home Weatherization;
Business and Industrial Loan Programs;
Emergency Services: Drug and Crime
Prevention; and Steps To Building Your
Credit.

Countless hours of volunteer services
have been provided to Vance Senior
Citizen Centers, as well as Orangeburg
School District Three.

Also to be included in their lists of
accomplishments 15 pertormance of
national service to the community in the
town of Santee with such projects as
Beautification, Daycare, Landscaping,
Santee Town Hall, and Litter Pick Up.

In zddition to overseeing the day to
day operations of the EOCEC office,
Richardson and Smalls host a community
awareness radio broadcast weekly to
inform the public of issues affecting their
everyday lives.

As envisioned by the founders of
EOCEC, the group is well on its way 10
carrying out their mission, which is:

The citizens of the Eastern Orangeburg
County Enterprise Community plan to
increase job opportunities and quality of
life for all eastern Orangeburg County
citizens $o residents can enjoy a standard
of fiving that is above the poverty line
and have the chance to realize their
dreams,

“My term as an Americorps member
has been fulfilling and, rewarding,”
Richardson said., '‘I've had the
opportunity to work in the different
capacities to bring the communities
together. It gives me a great sense of
fulfillment knowing that I've helped
someone who really needed help and
would have otherwise been forgotien."

Smalls also expressed her sincere
appreciation for being able to be there for
so many people in need. *“The EOCEC
has been a fulfilling experience for me.
After coming on board for four months
after the death of Josephine High, 1 have
Jearned a Jot. [ feel that I have helped or
at least tried 10 help my community."



Agriculture director
praises AmeriCorps

By Kristen Hebestreet

Press Stall Writer

during visit to region

People who condemn the
AmeriCorps are speaking from
ideology instead of reality, the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
National Service director said
Tuesday.

“Challenge anyone with ques-

tions to come out and visit a
site,” said Joel Berg, USDA
National Service director, dur-
ing a -discussion with nine
AmeriCorps members at the
USDA office in Jonesborough.

Berg toured AmeriCorps pro-
jects in Upper East Tennessee
Wednesday, all projects cover-
ing anti-hunger, social services,
environmental or rural develop-
ment projects.

Berg, who developed the
basic outline of the AmeriCorps
. program while working on Pres-

ident Clinton’s election cam-
paign, now manages the 1,200
USDA AmeriCorps members
working in 33 states.

The national service initia-
tive is intended to develop com-
munities and protect the envi-
ronment at a local level. Ameri-
Corps workers are provided a
stipend, basic health insurance,
a child care allowance and a
$4,725 education award for col-
lege or vocational training.

“The vast majority of our pro-
jects range from good to excel-
lent,” Berg said. “It’s our first
year, and we're already bigger
than the Peace Corps was at its
height.”

AmeriCorps projects in this
region include putting together
a map of tourist attractions in
Unicoi County, renovating the
Sneedville jail, agricultural
education work, attracting both
industry and tourists to Clai-
borne County and working with
families of critically ill patients
at the Veterans Affairs Medical
Center, Mountain Home.

Because many of the Ameri-

. Corps workers are in financially
strapped rural communities,
most projects require federal
grants, loans or some type of
funding, Berg s« «d.

“We refer to the AmeriCorps

A

Joel Berg

workers as a ‘funded nonman-
date,’ ” Berg said, in reference
to the recent conservative con-
demnation of unfunded federal
mandates.

Berg does not feel Congress
will eliminate AmeriCorps as it
works to balance the budget
because so many things about
AmeriCorps passe what he calls
the “Jesse Test.”

“That means both Jesse
Helms and Jesse Jackson sup-
port it,” Berg said.

Clinton also has said he plans
to veto efforts to severely cut
funding to AmeriCorps and
other job-training programs.

The total budget for Ameri-
Corps is $370 million, Berg said,
which breaks down to a total
cost of $20,000 per volunteer.

“This is the most cost-effec-
tive way for the federal govern-
ment to serve people at the
grass-roots level,” Berg said.

“For every $1 of federal money, .

communities get back at least
$1.50.”

Berg drove himself around in
his Toyota on the tour of Ameri-
Corps projects in North Caroli-
na, West Virginia, Kentucky,
Virginia and Tennessee.

“This is the best part — East
'l'ennessee,” Berg said. “And
den't you helieve I 2aid the same

thing in West Virginia.”

JOHNSON CITY PRESS
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Of the 46 teams as-
ioned to the U.S. De-
meatof Agriculture
DA) under the
AmenCorps program,
South Carolina is host-
ing three.

AmeriCorps is the
new service initiative
described by President
Clinton in his inaugural
address and put into
operation shortly there-
after.

Sponsored by gov-
‘ernoment agencies,
AmeriCorps provides
opportunites for a di-

verse group of members
from varied ages and
backgrounds to serve
their country while receiving educadonal
awards and vocational training in return.

ing, basic health insurance, and. in some
cases, child-care allowances. The program
210 benefits the participants by giving them
g skills. expenences and training in a
rsity of subjects.

Of the three teams serving in South Caro-
lina, the Rural Economic and Community
Development Service (RECD) was granted
15 members to concentrate on the south-
western Lowcountry of the state. U.S. Forest
Service (USFS) reczived five and Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
received 20.

Based in Greenwood and Newberry, the
NRCS put its first group to work on public
safety and community development. They
spent six weeks on a road inveatory in
Edgefield County, creating a spreadsheet
database of data that supplemented an up-
dated road map of the county.

The second Greenwood group spent four
weeks on a stream coding projectto upgrade
the state’s ability to gather information about
the qualiry of streams, rivers andvlakes.

Another group conducted a grassland sur-

vey in Abbeville County, while a final group
visited 16 farms to conduct water-quality
surveys in Newberry County.
The RECD teams are concentrating their
ices on the southwesterm Lowcountry,
e the USFS members are centering on
uliamsburg County.

Qualifications

Education backgrounds vary for the
AmeriCorps team members who are either

22

[n exchange for their year of servics. the :
parucipants receive 4 living stipend, educa- .
uonal awards for college or vocational train-

AmeriCorps voluntesers John E. Morgan, m and Karsn Kinard .
test livestock lagoon wasts water. '

from the project areas or nearby counues. ;
Mostly college and professional school |
graduates, the members’ expertise is i
matched with the needs of the rural commu-
nity they serve.
The teams work to empower communi- |
ties to help themselves by developing local
leadership needed to assure community
planning acdvities that help them reach
their goals. :
These volunteers learn skills in commu- |
nity and coalition building, strategic plan- !
ning, environmental protection strategies |

Amer:Corps* makmg a difference

and communication enhancement.

USDA

Overall, there are more than 20.000
AmenCorps voluntesrsin this service inita-
tive designed to address the nanon's needs
in the areas of education, human service,
public safety and environmental needs from
a community perspective.

The United States Department of Agri-
culture received almost half of the 2,500
AmenCorps slots awarded to federal agen-
cies. Of these, the 40 members assigned to
South Carolina are carrying out their as-
signed task.

USDA was set up by Congress as a
people’s department to acquire among the
people of the United States useful informa-
ton on subjects connected with agriculture

. and to procure, propagate and distribute

_a.mona the pcoplc new and valuablc seeds

and plants.”

Rural electrification was initially setup as
apartofthe USDA, and continues under that
agency.

*“The USDA of today is leading the effort
to oring the AmeriCorps service program to
success,” said Mark Berkland, South Caro-
lina State Conservationist with the USDA.

“The USDA-AmeriCorps members will
help to plant seeds throughout America fora
future built upon volunteerism and commu-
nity service,” he continued. [From materiai
garhered by Angi Paulus.] ®
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By Bernadette Adams
STAFF WRITER

national service program has
three weeks and a mission to
transform three Greenville Coun-
ty commuiwnity parks.

“We want to be able to say in
the future that, no matter what
happens, we did our part,” said
Angi Paulus, a volunteer from
Abbeville and a graduate of Er-
skine College.

Five members of the South
Carolina Rural Development
Team are a part of AmeriCorps,
President Clinton's national serv-
ice program. Men and women
age 18 to 25 are eligible for the
year of service and an educational
award for school or school loans.

The team is sponsored by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture's
Natural Resources Conservation
Service. Its goal is to beautify the

GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA

GREENVILLE NEWS
MAY 7, 1995

Volunteers plan to transform
three community parks

A group of volunteers with a -

back and help our community and
give something back,” 3aid Sher-
ell Stevens, a graduate of Ben-
edict College and a native of
Saluda,

South Carolina has about 400
AmeriCorps volunteers spon-
sored by dilferent state and fed-
eral agencies, said ]J. Davis,
state program director for the
Corporation for National Service.
The program began in Septem-
ber 1993.

Chad Weston, a native of Tay-
lors, said, “It's a good opportuni-
ty to get out in the community
and get my hands a little dirty.”
Weston is a graduate of Furman
Unuversity.

Team members have gotten
more than their hands dirty as
they worked at the Happy Hearts

unity Center.

The work can be draining, but

its purpose offers a special moti-
vation for the volunteers.
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to determine possible flood damage

omes and
usinesses
threatened

By LEANN ECEROTH -
Journal Staff Writer . :
. Devils Leke flooding prevention
efforts received a big boost last
. week from participants of Ameri-
Corps National Service
As part of a gignature p

AmeriCorpe enrollees were anm a
s ) h.k.. 'Wl -1

to survey houses near the
did it to get information on how -

many houses would be affected by

the lakesids,” explained Jessi
Krumwleds, area AmeriCorps par-
-tdpant..*We-were taking
the houses near the lake.™

/ Heisler was pleased

with the results. “We thought it "

would take weeks to complete this

and we got done in one week,” he ‘|

said. “We were doing this to give in-
formation on time and how many
houses were affected by the lake-
side. This was a huge project.” -

That data will now be tallied and
‘submitted to other government
agencies to demonstrate just how
rious the flooding situation is in
vils Lake and how much damage
h lake level will cause to private
property-and businesses. -

Heisler predicts 163 homes and
four businesses are endangered by
the rising waters.

Also assisting with the surveying
were personnel from the Ramsey
County Highway Department, the
North Dakota State \F’:V:ter Depart-
ment, the Natural Resource and
Conservation Agency and Ramsey
County Emergency Management.

Four people are currently en-
rolled in AmeriCorps in North Da-
kota. They are Krumwiede, Joni
Hamilton, Jack Dahl and Creig
Herman. They are all stationed on
the eastern portion of North Dakota
and all undertake projects concern-
ing environment.

umwiede’s experience in

AmeriCorps will buy her some time -

and help her pay off student loans
until she is certain of what major
she wants to pursue. She recently
received an associate of arts degree _
from UND-Lakeregion and plans to
further her education to a four-year
degree. She says the program has

‘]\(\L m \\_\ jou.r ra\
N\ﬁ"&-\-\ G&HU&-VU‘

D'P.Lu\( e ¥

program. .-

~ Ramsey  County Emergency *
M g :

been a big confidence builder for
her. “T've learned to stress what I
mean to say more,” she said. “It
makes you feel good when you get
the job done.”

Organizing local projects has
also boosted Krumwiede’s leader-
ship skills. She was responsible for
organizing the recent group signa-
ture project. Krumwiede met with
the right agencies and set up a time
frame suitable to the others’
schedules.

Hamilton is a single mom pursu-
inga mast;rs ai:; soq;;logy. Shecan'’t
say enoug| ut the L
knew nothing about um’::mm
issues. It opened my eyes,” she said.
“It opened a lot of doors for me. I’sa
big honor to be chosen.”

Dahl however, has the most to
gain from the AmeriCorp in em-

gloymont experience and contacts .

e encounters. He holds an associ-
ate degree in wildlife from NDSU-
Bottineau and a B.S. degree in

. range ment. *T think we did
a job,” i\: b

stated. “Its-trained

me and given me experience in
' commumity level.

what [ went to go into.” -
The pmg;ru.m assists as many as
22,000 individuals nationwide in

30 19495
A D

Corps prog
nal Staff Photo by Shaun Rliffe)

ram Identifled homes that were in danger along Devils Lake. (Jour

+H— .
We thought it would take weeks to complete thi
and we got done in one week. We were doing thi
to give information on time and how many house

were affected by the lakeside. This was

project.

a huge

_ Tim Heisle
Emergency Manage

areas of education, public safety,
human services and environment.
Overseeing the North Dakota prog-
ram is the Natural Resource Con-
servation Service.

The p: was launched by
President Bill Clinton during the

. summer of 1993 and is likened to

the efforts of Peace Corps, only this
program focuses on problems in
America. It is not a charity prog-
ram, but rather the président’s ser-
vice initiative to.achieve direct re-

sultsin addressing the niation’s crit-
. {eal, human service, public safety

and environmental needs at the

North Dakota AmeriCorps parti-
cipants all work in the eastern por-

tion of the state and often on flood
related projects. Their projects be
gan in September of 1994.

Participants of AmeriCorps re.
ceive a living stipened, educatior
awards for college or vocationa
training, basic health insurance
and child care allowance.

The group-anticipates complet
ing 13-18 more signature project:

before their year is-up. .%

;_But_Nam,ﬁchifeyaﬁ}fﬂﬁ:
program agymatheriarea to cut.
- "They should not pull the plug or

' .thi:," stated a concerned Hamilton

“One — this‘improves community
service and two — it helpa those
who cannot afford to obtain a col-
lege education.”::- E
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Americorps Lends a Helping Hand!

Ly Joni Hamilton and Earl
Ericksomn

After cutting down explired
trees from the Community Park
1 Aneta. Merlin Eberhardt and
Todd Whitman recelved a help-
ing hand from the North Dakota
AmeriCorps Team. The five
AmeriCorps members assisted
*  ©berhardt and Mr. Whitman

aning up the trees that have
w.. .1 due to the Dutch Elm dis-
ease. The clean up process was
necessary to control the spread
of this disease to the healthy
American Elm trees. In the
spring. Mr. Eberhardt plans to
replace the trees that were taken
down.

AsneriCorps Is the new national
service movement that Is engag-
ing thousands of Americans In a
domestic Peace Corps to “get
1hings done” throughout our na-
tione urban and rural communi-
Ues.

The U.S. Départment of
Agriculture’'s Soil Conservation
Service (SCS) launched the
AmeriCorps program In North

1995

Dakota In Scptember. The North
Dakota AmeriCorps partcipants
are involved In flood recovery ef-
forts and rural development re-
lated projects.

The five AmeriCorps members
selected are Jessica Rrumwiede
of Crary, Jack Dahl of West Fargo.
Cralg Herman of Towner, Aaron
Abrestad of Cooperstown, and
Joni Hamilton of Grand Forks.

The AmeriCorps members are
assigned to work in the SCS Fleld
ofMces in Devils Lake, Wahpeton,
Jamestown, Valley City, West
Fargo and their surrou nding ar-
eas, respectively. '

The primary goals of the Na-
tonal Community Service Pro-
gram is to improve communities
by meeting their educational,

nutritional, and environmental .

necds. A program such as this
one instills the values of commu-
nity service in the pasticipants of

the £ac
A life of service to thelr commu-"~

nity and counuy Is not only ex-
citing and fulfilling. but neces-

sary.

ram, teaching them that

Organizers for AmeriCorps say |
that the response to the program
has been overwhelming. So far,
about 100.000 people have called
the 800 number to Inquire about
the program. Ell Segal, president
of the Corporation for National
Service, states: “At this point,
there will be more than five people
applying for each one of those
posiUons that we'll be filing for.”

Desplte the demand. organiz-
ers say IU's not too late to apply.
To get more Information and re-
quest an application form, call 1-
800-042-2677. People can also
apply directly to their local pro-
grams listed in the AmeriCorps
Program Directory. which ultl-
mately chooses the volunteers.
Each local program has it's own
selection criteria, based on IU's
own goals. :

Eligible participants must be
17 years of nge or older, a U.S..
¢ltizen or legal resident and In
most cases, a high sch duf
ate:

In exchange for one or two
years of service, members receive
a living allowance averaging
$7.500 to $12,000 per year,
health Insurance, child care when
needed, and an education award
of $4,725 per year to finance a
higher education or (o pay back
student Joans.

The AmeriCorps NaUonal Ser-
vice Corporation and the United
States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) prohibits discrimination
In It's programs on the basis of
race, color, national origin, sex.
religion, nge. disability, poliucal
beliefs and marital of famlly sta-
tus.
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Partmershipto
aid environment,
ovide job skills

By JANE HOWARD

The Baytown Sun

A relatively small group of peo-
ple gathered at Baytown’s Houston
Lighting & Power plant on West
Bay Road Thursday to mark the
beginning of a very significant
event.

During the informal ceremony,
representatives of HL&P. the Port
of Houston and the chief of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
signed an agreement kicking off a
vear-long environmental partner-
ship to restore area wetlands.

The partnership will utilize a
full-time (and long-time) USDA-
Natural Resources Conservation
Service shoreline erosion special-
ist. Eddie Seidensticker, supervis-
ing an AmeriCorps team of 20+ 75
workers, ranging in age from 1710 .. °

e e

-Newman

g e
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Students graduate from DARE

By SCOTT NIENDORF
Siafl writer

Aiming to curtail use
among Carbon County lids,
Drug Abuse Resistance Edu-
cation (DARE) and communi-
ty offTicials congratulated
almost 300 school children
who recently graduated from
the 17-week prevention
course.

DARE graduations in Price
and Helper highlighted activi-
ties for the fith graders and
their proud parents and teach-
ers (rom area elementary
schools.

There were 200 stodents
who received diplomas Wed
nesday evening at special
ceremonies at the Price Civie
Auditorium and another 83
Helper students who were
honored Thursday evening
the Helper Civic Auditorium.

Price police officers were
involved in teaching approxi-
mately one-hour long classes
each week to local fiRh grad-
erslowarn the students about
the dangers and the consequ-
ences of using drugs.

Officer James Cordova
taught clasaes ot Castle

H“‘“&n ht taugh

Dave wright taught stu-
dents st Notre Regional D une
Mathis
gave woekly classes at Creek-
view Elementary, while Offic-
er Ed Tallerico assisted DARE
instructors st all schools when
law enforcement , personnel
needed help or were absent.

Cordova and Mathis were
the DARE officers st Sally
Maoro Elementary for fifh

ARE program is to
help students recognize and
resist many of the pressures
that influence them to experi-
went with mind-altering sub-
stances,” said Price Police
Chief Aleck Shilsos to the
large gathering in Price
We:lnuday.

“Project DARE offers a vari-
ety of activities which are
designed to encourage stu-
dents in problem solving,
especially when making
chowes that conflict with r
pressure thst is nu-uxr':n
them,” pointad out Shilscs.

The Price police chief said
older students from the Car-
bon Schoal County District
w(re also usrd as role models

to the younger DARE particip-
ants mng the course.

Mayor Lou Colosimo spoke
o the Price group and assis-
tant school superintendent
Jim Jensen, who helped to
establish and coordinate
DARE instruction at all dis-
trict schools, also spoke
Wednesday.

Helper Police Chief Jim
Robinson spoke to the Helper
DARE ts Thursday, as
did Mayor Mike Dalpiaz.

The DARE was
the “brain child® of Los
Angeles Police Chief Daryl
Gates in 1983, who contacted
the LA Unified S:hool Dis-
trict to work out a cirficulum
to belp kids learn how to make
choices not to use drugs,

explained Shilacs. .

The DARE program swept
acrosd the country and was
initated in Utah in 1887 in
the Tocele and Ogden areas

Local DARE officers
stiended & two-week training
program in Salt Lake City in
1992 and began the classes in
Carbon County schools, whle
receiving annua! updated
training esch year.
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USDA to launch national
service program in state

- Team USDA will launch the
Americorps program in Utah
this month by offering oppor-
tunities to abont 40 college
graduates to gain work experi-
ence and tuition reimburse-
ment while helping develop
raral areas of the Four Cor
ners region.

Americorps is President
Bill Clinton’s new national
service initiative that esta-
blishes a “domestic Peace
Corps.”

Job opportunities are avail-
able in Utah, New Mexico,
Colorado and Arizona in the
disciplines of edueation, infor-
mation, small-scale agricul-
ture development, natural
resgurees inventory and
determining industry
potentig).

Aroertcorps is sceking col-
lege graduates with an inter-
est in rural devclopment. To
request an application and
learn about Americorps in the
Four Corners region, call toll-
frec at 1-800-784-1445. Applki-
cations will be accepted
through Sept. 30.

Participants will earn &
stipend of $12,000 for working
1.800 hours during a 10- to
12-month period. They will

also receive health insurance
and reimbursement for child
care U necessary. Upan com-
pletion of the 1,800 hours, an
education voucher of $4,725
will be awarded. The voucher
may be used to repay student
loans and/or be applied tow-
ard tuition for an advanced
degree. '

According to Kresha East-
man, Utah's Americorps pre-
Ject manager, the Four Cor-
ners imtiative will focus on
economic development and
environmental canservation.

Specifically, Americorps
members will conduct an
analysis of the potential for
natural resource based, value-
addedindustries in the region;
conduct research into the role
of natural resource based
industries in local economies;
and assist limited rescurce
farmers in developing small-
scale agriculture enterprises.
Members will also develop a
database of regional demo-
graphics and assist with tour-
ism industry management.

Eastman is a resource eon-
servation and development
coordinator for the United
States Soil Conservation Ser-
vice in Price.



Americorps feam researches
resource management plans

By SCOTT NIENDORF
Stafl wriler

People could say the Ameni-
corps program is President
Bill Chinton’s domestic Peace
Corps.

Taking a page from the
international program, Clin-
ton has geared up the Ameri-
corps program tuo provide
opportunities to give people a
way to give back to their
communities.

I the four-corners region of
the western United States,
there are approximately 40
Americorps members working
together in different capaa-
ties to efficicntly develop or
prolect the area’s resources.

Six individuals in Utah are
under the direction of Kresha
Enstman of Green River, who
oversees the Americorps prog-
ram through her position with
Castleland Resource Conser-
vation & Development in
Price.

Three Americorps members
work out of Monticello and
three work out of Price. They
receive a stipend for living
expenses and a voucher at the
end of their service, good for
continuing higher education
studies or to help pay off stu-
dent loans.

Nancy Steele, Helper, com-
es Lo the Carbon County area
from Florida via Colorado.
She collects economic
development-related informa-
tion and assists the South-
eastern Utah Association of
Local Governments with
information related to com-
munity development block

grants.

Anna Prawl came from Tuc-
son, Ariz., and wanted Lo work
in the Price area for Ameri-
corps after living in Salt Lake
at one time. She works with
economic development prog-
rams fo research potential
business expansion and reten-
tion in a rural setting plus
seeks possible training for
entrepreneurs.

Eldon Miller, Helper, is the
only native to the region. He
does research on natural
resources indigeonous to the
area and the local economies
dependent on them, providing
important data in layman's
terms on agriculture, mining
and tourism for potential
decision-making on how to
utilize those resources.

The group is located here to

hopefully enhance and com-
plement existing organiza-
tions to provide valuable
information on resource man-
agement. Miller has a mas-
ter's degree in conservation
and ou r education. Prawl
has a master’s in social work
and Steele brings a degree in
anthropalogy to the team.

Eastman said their variety
of perapectives will help to add
adifferent, less-technical view
of resources and their impact
on local communities.

The program geared up in
September and the team
members should be working
at full speed in early 1995,

One of the valuable
research goals the Americorps
members would like to accom-
plish is Lo study resource man-
agement plans of various local
entities, from cities to county
agencies, to understand and
explain their management
plans and how they all
interrelate— sceking to find
common goals.

Eastman said they will also
work with city managers to
help identify issues and pro-
jects which could benefit the
people at large. “This is a won-
derful opportunity for our
communities,” she said.

SUN ADYOCATE, PRICE, UTAH, DECEMPER 27, 1994

From left, Eldon Miller, Nancy Steele, Anna
Prawl and Kresha Eastman (front) comprise a
team of researchers working locally In the

national Amaricorps program fo promote the
interests of the lourcorners region.
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Americorps offering
openings in the
Four Corners area

Tte ©. S. Depasumeat of
Agriculture is laonching the
Ameritorps ig Unh this
month by offering opportemides o
adout 40 college graduates o gain
wark experience and tuitiod reim-
bursement while belping develop ru-
ral areas of the Four Comers regloa.
Americorps is President Bill
Clinton's new pational service ind-
falive that establishes a “domestic
JPeace Corpa™ .

Job opportunities are available in
Uwb, New Mezico, Colorado and
Arizona in the disciplioes of educa-
tlon, informarion, wmall-scale agn-
cultare development, naroral re.
SOUrces invenlpq and determining
industry potential, .

' Americorps is secking college
graduates with an interest in rural
developmeat, To reqoest sn applica-
ticn 20d karn abowt Americorps in
the Foer Corners regioa, call 1-800-
784.1445. Apptlications will be ac-
cepted thsough Sept 30,

Pardcipants will earg 2 stpend of
$12,000 for working 1,300 dours
duriog 3 10~ © 12-month period
They will also receive bealth insuts
ance and reimbigsement for child
care, {f necessary. Upoan completion
of the 1,200 hours, 2 ¢ducstion
voucder of $4,725 will be awarded.
The voucher may b used (o fepay

student loans end/or be applied w0~
ward tuiticn for sn advanced degree.

The Four Comers initiative will
focas on econamic development and
eovironmesntal conservation.
Specifically, Americarps members
will Be conducting an aaalysis of e
potential for patnral resource based,
valne-added ipdastries in the region:
conducting research into the role of
oanural resource based industries in
focal economics; and assisting lim.
ited resouree farmers in developing a
daubdase of regional demographics
apd assisting with toarism industry
management.
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Volunteers complete landscaping
project at Wellington city building

By SCOTT NIENDORF

Staff writer

Slowly but surely, the Wel-
lington City Hall and Public
Safety building is getting a
much-needed facelift.

Doing extensive surgery
outside the building last week
was a diverse group of volun-
teers who completed a land-
scaping project, planting sod,
trees and shaping up the gen-
eral appearance of the facility.

“I've been dreaming about
this day,” said city recorder
Ken Powell, “and now it’s
finally here.”

Powell, who oversaw the

volunteer group during the
beautification project, said he
was excited to finally see some
outward progress being made
on the renovation project that
has drastically changed and
improved both the interior
and exterior of the building.

Wellington secretary Carol
Sparks said, “I think this is
wonderful. It'll help the image
of our city a lot.”

Wellington Mayor Paul
Childs agreed, saying, “It’s
terrific. The citizens appreci-
ate what the group did and I
hope it encourages (citizens)
to improve their own lots and
vards.”

Volunteers included Boy
Scout Troop 271 from Helper,
Price’s Soil Conservation Ser-
vice employees, Wellington
citizens, Castleland Resource
Conservation and Develop-
ment and Americorp team
members.

Volunteer Betty Anderson
said, “It looks nice. It’s nice for
our city to have a nice looking
city hall— inside and out.”

One of the final steps in the
renovation project will be a
complete parking lot resurfac-
ing, which is reportedly
planned to be completed some-
time soon.
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Saving funding, food

espectful, open-mindéd; community based, worthy.
- No, this is not the new creed of the Boy Scouts. These
are some of the values embodied by the Vermont Anti-
unger Corps, a program to [eed dlsadvantased Vermont- :
-ers that is worth watcbing.

The year-old effort is part of President Clinton's AmenCorps
-services program, his domestic version of the Peace Corps. In
exchange for a small wage and later money for college, volunteers
work in community service projects. In this case, the winners are
hungry Vermonters.

Though the program is now a target for Washington's budget
cutters, including the $850,000 that goes to Vermont's effort, its

THE BURLINGON FREE PRESS
attributes are precisely what government should be doing for
disadvantaged people. BURLINGTON, VERMONT
B Respectful. The corps does not just give food away. Rcspecz JUNE 27, 1995
ing the people it serves, the anti-hunger effort joins with city
recreation in St. Albans. for example, and then provxdu lunch for

the kids who come to swim.

B Open-minded. The corps has tapped mto whatever resources
will feed whoever needs to be fed. The inmates® garden at the
Northwest State Correctional Center in St. Albans — already a
provider of 30,000 pounds of food to hungry Vermontm each year
— has been a focus for one cofps volunteer.

. B Community based. Far from using a federal htcw-lt-all
approach, the corps devises local solutions to local problems.
Many of the workers are volunteers, and the food is often grown at
community gardens.

The merit of this strategy is that the program’s beneficiaries —
often the rural poor — learn skills and develop systems that they
can sustam themselves, without outside help. it also means the
corps’ work fits the community's needs

¥ Worthy. Some of the program’s local ideas may be duph-
cated statewide, for example teaching proper nutrition to fur-
loughed prison inmates. The anti-hunger effort has also won
Vermont rccogmtlon and a chance to serve as a national model —
‘‘not by giving more handouts but by building opportunity and
responsibility among the people they are working with,” said Joel
Berg, Agriculture Department director of national service.

These goals replicate those of many of Washington's fiscal
conservatives, yet they do not place the corps above budget cuits.
The federal government's debt is more than $4.5 trillion, and
growing. AmeriCorps’ status as a pet Clinton initiative makes it

‘particularly vulnerable.
- So are the people it serves. The program’s values are so Boy
Scout-laudablc, it deserves better. Its return on federal investment

is high, too, for the hungry and for the participants.

The state’s Congressional delegation should help it survive.
Meanwhile Yermonters should continue to expand the program’s
volunteer supporters. Good ideas should survive no matter who is
paying for them.
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® Clinton’s DOmaSt’ic
Peace Corps Is Hard
At Work 1in Vermont

By KRISTIN BLOOMER

5 . Herald StafT -

One young person is helping Vermonters
fight hunger. Anothar is teaching visually
impalred people to cope with their vision
loas. Another is working to epntrol erceion
along the Winocoski River..

Thaey are three Vermont members of Amer-
iCorps, othemnkmnpthoctlnm.d-
ministration’s domestic Peace Corps. The na-
tional servics program has more members
per capita in Vermont than in any other
state, according to the Corporatioa for Na-
tional Services in Washington, D.C.

With 130 members sarving a population of
562,768 (1990 census), Vermont's Amer-
iCorps has one member for every 4,328 resi-
dents. Rick Allen, the corporation’s deputy

istant to President Clinton, said only
Montana rivals those numbers. Montana's
AmeriCorps has 179 members serving a pop-
ulation of 799,065, has ons member per .nry
4,464 residents.

There are six AmeriCorps programs in
Vermont:

> Ths Northeast Kingdom Initiative, run
out of Lyndon Stata College, offers services
ranging from tutoring to economic develop-
ment assistance.

> The Independent Living Project, based
in Brattleboro, assists the and Ver-
monters with disabilities to remain in their

AmeriCorps

homes and stay connected with their com-
munities around the state.

» USDA Rural Development Teams are
working on 80il conservation projects — such
as one along the Wincoski River — and on
helping rural communities like Mendon get
fire protection.

» USDA Public Lands Teams ard working
with the Green Mountain Natiodal Forest
and the Vermont Youth Consarvation Corps
to rebuild long-neglectad pu:h, recreation

. areas and miles of

hiking trails.

.» The USDA Anti-Hunger Corps is work-
ing to help communities locats their own
hunger needs and realize or improve projects
they deem important, such as food co-ops,
community gardens, and school lunch pro-
gramas.

Many of these programs had already ex-
isted through USDA funding. But they were
able to extend their services on the strength
of their applications, Allen said.

“They wers very clear about the beneficial
change they were going to make for their
wmumuo:d' ‘:'thn said. "Vermont pro-
grams prov. wers golng to get things
done in Vermont.” ‘

“Getting things done” is the motto for
AmeriCorps. Members are salected from ap-
plications and receive a small living stipend,
health care benefits and, if necessary, child

(See Page 18: AmeriCorps)

Bealf Puss by Poter Carve

Zebediah Kellogg-Roe is serving as an AmeriCorps volu
teer in the Rutland area with the Yermont Anti-Hunge

Continued from Page 156

care. Vermont's AmeriCorps mem:
bers range in age from 19 to 67.

At least three programs — the
Public Lands Team, the Anti-
Hunger Corps and the lndepcndent
Living Project — are still accepting
applications.

For 1,700 documented hours of
service and training, “full-time
members” receive about $600 a
month and a $4,725 voucher that
can be used for college, graduate
school or vocational training, or to
pay back college loans. “Part-time
members” receive travel allowance,
no stipend and an education vouch-
erof $2,363. -~

Kathleen Furgeson, executive di-

rector of Vermont's Commission on

National and Community Service,
is in charge of the six programs. She
said Vermont's relatively amall

population helped groups cooperate
during the grant-writing process in
a way that made Vermont's propos-
als especially powerful.

*1 don't think the decision (to
fund Vermont's programs) was
based on our being any more or less
needy than any other state,” Furge-
son said. “It was based on whether
we were able to bést meet the needs
of our particular state.”

And the needs are there. Bari
Gladstone, program director of the
Vermont Anti-Hunger Corps, said
the Vermont Food Bank served
100,000 people last year — a fifth of
the state’s population and a signi
cant increase over last year.

*There's a growing population of
working ‘people living right on the
edge,” she said. "Many don't con-
sider themselves eligible for food

stamps, for mmple, when in fact
they may be.”

Zebediah Kellogg-Roe is a 'mem-
ber of the Vermont Anti-Hunger
Corps southwest team, whose six
members live together in Sudbury
and whose current work is to take
“climate surveys” of the region.

The work has nothing to do with
weather. The purposs is to collect
information about the community’s
food and nutritional needs before
moving into actual “project work,”
Kellogg-Roe said.

*We don't want to come in as Ver-
mont Anti-Hunger Corps or some

gnif: outside group and tell Rutland,

*This is what you should do,'” he
said. “That's not going to fly. It has
to be grass roots. It has to come
from people who are affected by the
problem.”

So Kellogg-Roe is meeting with
groups such as the Rutland-Area
Co-Op, a group that has 77 mem-
bers and needs 300 in order to get
started, he said. He plans to help
them with grant-writing and mem-
bership drives, and hopes to help
revitalize a community garden in
Bennington, he said.

The idea is to empower local com-
munities, he said.

“I'll leave eventually,” he said.
“At the end of September our term
will roll over. It's important that
what we do has the potential to
carry past us. We don't want to
come in and fill a gap as a volun-
teer, and when we leave have it
open again. We want to create a
system, so that when we leave, the
system is still there.”



The World
Burlington, Vermont
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PRESIDENT BILL:CLINTON SWORE IN Vermont's first AmeriCorps volunteers via
satellite u.rnrt of a ceremony on Sept. 12, in the Vermont College gymnasium.
‘AmeriCorps Is the new effort to mobilize the nation's historic commitment to com-
munity service. On hand to take the oath was the first of 130 recruits in five pro-
grams that have already been funded in Vermont, Volunteers in VISTA, RSVP and
other existing community volunteer programs that will continue under the Ameri-
Corps umbrella will also be sworn in Monday. The five new Vermont programs will
send AmeriCorps members into the homes of blind Vermonters through the Vermont
Association for.the Blind and Visually Impaired; and put members to work with
eight social agencies through the Northeast Kingdom Initiative, a new rogram
funded lhrougll; Lyndon State Collcgo. Three other programs will come to Vermont
through the U.S. Department of griculture to help tackle hunger, improve the
state's environment and work on rural development. WORLD photo by David Heath.




~Fresh perspectives on issuesand events of the region!

One of first states to benefit from national service initiative

VYermont Anti-Hunger Corps
to be located in Bellows Falls

L Briiows Fais

by Robert F. Smith

BELLOWS FALLS —— Presi-
lent Clinton signed into law a hill
reating AmeriCorps on Septem-
rer 21, 1993, a domestic version of
he Peace Corps. This program will
is¢ a broad spectrum of citizen
‘olunteers to work in the areas of
ducation, public safety, envicon-
nental prog and ing hu-
nsn nceds. Vermont, through the
(loris of Senator Pairick Leshy,
vill he one of the first states to
enclit from this national service
mitiative in a program Hitled the
'ermont Anti-Hunger Corps,
unded hy a grant from the United
Antes Depariment of Agriculiure.
lellows Falls has been chosen as
he center from which the local
sembers of the program will work
n Windham and Wind<or counties.

Holly Hammond, the Team
eader of the Anti-llunger Corps
n southeastern Vermont, held a
necting on November 16 at the
tockingham Memorial Library to
aplmin the local program o any
nierested partics

In five geographic regions of
he state, groups of eight individu-

Rabert F. Smith

Holly Hammond, Team Leader of the Antl-1lunger Corps In southeastern Vermont,
the domestic version of Peace Corps

als will live and work together in a
variety of programs to help reduce

the problem of hunger in Vermont.
Volunteers must be age 18 or older,

and make a commitment to work
for onc year full-time in the pro-

gram. In return they will be pro-
vided with a $7.660 annual living
allowance, health insurance, work
related transportation and a chald
care allowance, if needed. Al the
end of the year of service they will
receive a 34,725 education or train-
ing voucher that can be used lor
vocatinnal, college and university
courses, of towards paying off siu-
dent loans.

Hammond said that the program,
which began this month, is in its
recruiting and training stage. Suit-
able housing lor the eight local tcam
members 1s being sought in Bel-
lows Falls, which is centrally lo-
cated for thewr assigned area.

“During this lirst year we wani
to work out programs that will not
be just Band-Aids to the problemn
of hunger in this part of Vermant,
but some real solutions,” said
Hammond. “We'd like to work with
sdvisory groups from the local com-
munities made op of parents, edu-
cators, clergy, the homeless and
others We need their helpin decid-
ing what the priorily areas are that
we should concentrate on.™

Part of the purpose of the Anti-
Hunger Corpsis tocollaborate with
already existing groups and pro-
grams, providing extra hands and
technical assistance as needed, with
the long-term purpose of making

those groups and programs more
cllcciive ontheirown Forinstance,
Hammaond explained that they
would be working with Southeas
crn Vermont Community Achion in
its foodd dhistribution program., help
ing SEVUCA create a hetter program
with more commumity disinbution
centers and more regular volun
teers (Other areas that the local
group may hecome involved with
are nutritional education programs
in the schools and elderly housing
projects, school lunch programs,
communily meals projects, sum-
mer fecding programs, food shelves
and food banks.

“There are a lol of possibili-
ties.” explained Hammond. “He-
cause we're in the siart-up phase
night now, it's impossible 10 say
cxactly what we'll be doing and
what programs we'll become in-
volved in. But this is a tremendous
asset for the communitics in this
arca to take advantage of ™

Those interested in working in
this program can write to the Ver-
mont Anti-Hunger Corps, c/o Of-
fice of Economic Opportunity, 103
South Main Strect, Waterbwy, VT
0S671-1R01, or call 1-R(K-160
2577 While applications are heing
reccived to fill the 40 positions open
throughout the state, more volun-
leers are necded



Post 798

VFW takes over Newport Commumty Meal Site

by Ralph Heymsfeld

NEWPORT — The Newport Community Meal
Site has found a new sponsor in the Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 798 in Newport.
Founded eight years ago at St. Mark's Episcopal
Church, the meal site has operated from the VFW
Hall under the supervision of North East Kingdom
Community Action (NEKCA) since 1990. Now the
post has formally adopted the project, which helps
meet the needs of hungry Vermonters in our area.

The meal site, which served 4,442 meals in
1994, is one of several community service projects
that NEKCA has either privatized or is in the
process of privatizing. Fearful of a substantial loss
of federal funds, NEKCA officials say that they
would like to see as many programs as possible
supported by the communities in which they serve.

The changing of the guard at the meal site
coincides with the first annual National Day of
Service, April 25, which is the highlight of National
Service Week, April 22-29. President Clinton has
designated these dates as a time to honor service
and citizenship, as well as an opportunity to
expand services to the needy. The Northeast
Kingdom Initiative Americorps program is
celebrating National Service Week by participating
in a series of events throughout the week, including
the preparation of a special meal which was served
at the Newport site on Monday. Some other
activities in this area were marigold planting on
Monday at Pine Knoll Nursing Home in
Lyndonville and a canned food drive this past
Friday at Lyndon State College.

Americorps, a newly formed nationwide
program, is described by its members as a
“stateside Peace Corps,” dedicated to public service.
The Northeast Kingdom Initiative is one of five
Vermont teams. It is made up of 21 members who
are focused on improving services in the area of
education, human needs, public safety, and the
environment.

Americorps has been working with the VFW

At the Nowporl Communlty Meal sno on April 24 Betty Challfoux of Americorps, Steve Austin, one of two NC h!gh
school students who work at the site, Theresa Tessler of Vermont Assoclates, who also works at the site, and
Frank Huard of Americorps helped prepare and serve a special meal as part of National Service Week.

post as “facilitators of the transition,” according to
Americorps worker Betty Chalifoux, who was on
hand Monday. She said that her organization
targeted the meal site as one of its major projects
after an exhaustive survey of the area revealed the
program was in danger of collapse.

“We found out that there wasn’t really any
group or organization whose mission included
maintaining a soup kitchen,” added Americorps
worker Frank Huard. Americorps arranged for the
post to take over the operation of the meal site.

Photo by Ralph Heymsfeld

The VFW has also donated $100 to start a fund
which they hope will enable the program to be self-
supporting. Several fund-raising efforts are
already under way. Raffle tickets costing $10
apiece are on sale; a $4,000 vacation will be
awarded on August 20 at the Orleans County Fair.
In addition, 310 letters requesting support have
been mailed to area businesses and other
organizations. Those interested in either
valunteering or making a donation may call 888-
8910 or 888-5702.

$661 ‘97 T1UdV
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@ Corps
marches

against
hunger

By Shay Tottem
Free Press Staff Wik

Volunteers in & year-oid
program designed to feed and
empower low-income © Ver-
monters are gaining sational
attention for their work to
help the rural poor.

Under the banner of the
Vermont Anti-Hunger Corps,
roughly 40 volunteers have
fanned out over the state’s
counties to set up commnunity
gardens, nutritional pwograms
for the elderly, aad sammer
hot lunch programs, among
other programs.

Their work is beisg recog-
nized by the U.S. Agnculture

Depariment and (st lady
Hillary Rodham Clintoa.
Two Vermont Anti-Hunger

Corps members will travel
Tuesday to & Waskington,
D.C., seminar on childhood
nutrition hosted by e first
lady. The USDA, which funds
part of the anti-hunger project,
may use Vermont as a model
for how to get the rmml poor
involved in sel{-sustaming nu-
tritional programs.

The fuel behind she Ver-
mont Anti-Hunger Corps is
AmeriCorps volunteess, a pro-
gram started in 1993 by Presi-
dent Clinton. AmenCorps
workers are paid abost $800 a
month and after |, 70 bours
of service they get S4725 (or
educational use.

“We have to get people
into the self-sufficiest mode
and 1 think that's ecrucial
among the low-income paopula-
tion,” said Laurie Larson,
leader of the the corps” North-
west Vermont team, which
covers Addison, Chittenden,
Franklin and Grand Isle coun-
ties. It's the corps’ largest cov-
erage area and lms  six

volunteers.

Two of the voluneers are
Jamie Does, 26, and Emily
Jones, 21, both of Burkagton.

See HUNGER, MM

+++ THE BURLINGTON FREE PRESS M MONDAY, JUNE 26, 1995

HUNGER: Prison garden

Continued from Page 1A
The pair covers Franklin and
Grand Isle counties.

yields 15 tons of

The pair’s first big project
was an ecight-week nutritional
program . they taught to fur-
loughed prison inmates.

The program — which in-
cludes classes on nutrition and
cooking might be used
statewide.

“That's a part of everything
we do: sustainability,” Does
said. “And that is one of the
aspects that drew me into Ame-
riCorps.”

. The pair also helped feed
new life into a St. Albans com-
munity garden and an inmate
garden at the Northwest State
Correctional Facility, also in:St.
Albans.

Jones helped launch a St.
Albans summer lunch program
for several dozen low-income
children. The city's recreation
department will let kids in the
program have free use of the
pool and the lunches will be
served in a nearby tent. Jones
hopes that number will grow.

“This gives the kids an activ-
ity to come to other than the
lunch. And, it helps take away
the stigma for the parents,”
Jones said.

Does has spent much of his
time working on the prison gar-
den, which includes picking up
donated plants from local green-
houses and farms.

Last year, the garden sup-
plied 30,000 pounds of fresh
vegetables to area food shelyes
and community kitchens and
may produce more this year.

But, the sweat and service of
volunteers like Does and Jones
might not last for long. Ameri-
Corps funding, about $850,000
in Vermont, may be wiped out
under current proposals in Con-
gress. AmeriCorps volunteers
work in a variety of mediums

-
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ranging from the environment to
literacy,

If the budget cuts are ap-
proved, the program will end
Oct. 1, the start of the federal
fiscal year. Volunteers and pro-
gram leaders are confident that
the program's elimination will
not end the anti-hunger projects.

**Our focus has been to work
with the community so it can
continue the project after we're
gone,” said Bari Gladstone, pro-
gram director for Yermont Anti-
Hunger Corps. “We help them
with the agreement that they
will take it over after we leave.”

Vermont's hard work is pay-
ing off and may give federal

officials fodder to keep the pro- -

gram, and similar ones, funded.

“The Vermont project is one
of the most outstanding projects
in the country. It seems to be
leading the country in getting
things done, not by giving more
handouts but by building oppor-
tunity and responsibility among
the people they are working
with,” said Joel Berg, USDA's
national service director.

Ppor tunity

food

Lend a hand

B The Vermont Antl-Hungers
Corps Is looking for Amert-
Corps volunteers, The dead-
line Is June 30.

AmeriCorps was created by
President Clinton In 1993 to
act as a domestic Peace
Corps In which people recelve
a bl-weekly stipend and a
lump sum after completing
1,700 hours of service. The
lump sum can be put toward
college tuition or other educa-
tional uses,

For Information, call the
Yermont Antl-Hunger Corps
office at (800) 360-2577 or
241-2577.

0 More than 100 of Ver-
mont’'s AmeriCorps members
and program staff will come
together today and Tuesday
at Yemmont Technical College
in Randelph. The meeting will
_be the first statewide Ameni-
s conference.

Partklpants will attend
workshops on life after Ameri-
Corps and look at local Ameri-
Corps projects, among other
things.

The conference runs from 9
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. today and
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Tues-
day,
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Velley Mews - Medoras Hebert
Borchardt stands next to a new hydrant put in by AmeriCorps workers.

AmeriCorps Fans

Hope Program
Can Survive Cuts

By JEREMY PEARCE
Valley News Staff Wriler

RANDOLPH — With new hydrants in place, they say,
residents of rural Vermont will have a fighting chance
against fires. The hydrants in place, they say, will prove
that at least one AmeriCorps project has succeeded.

But after four months on the job, members of an
AmeriCorps team based in Randolph also say they hope
there's time left to complete the project.

“I think they'll be a lot of upsct people if this program
comes lo an end because we're out there to help the peo-
ple we live with. It’s a bit more than a job,” said Sharon
Quinlan, who left a 25-year career in marketing to
become an AmeriCorps member in Randoiph.

“This is not busy work or the kind of work that unedu-
cated people can just go and do,” she said earlier this
week.

Wrangling between Congress and the Clinton adminis-
tration over proposed cuts to the federal budget has
placed AmeriCorps' future in guestion. Although Presi-
dent Clinten in his State of the Union speech defended the
program just as vigorously as House Speaker Newt Gin-
grich has attacked it, officials are now trying to decide
whether AmeriCorps is a valuable national initiative or
another $1.5 billion government indulgence.

Tagged by the Clinton administration as a new “domes-
tic Peace Corps,” AmeriCorps now involves about 20,000
members enrolled in 300 projects across the country. As
part of the National Service Act passed last year, the fed-
eral program was established with a $1.5 billion budget to
last for its first three years.

Nearly 250 AmeriCorps members are at work on pro-
jects in Vermont and New Hampshire, according to state
officials, and at least six of those members are based in
the Upper Valley. Other projects operate statewide and

(Continued on page A6)
- CORPS
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Spike Camping & Other Thrills on the Olympic Peninsula

~AmeriCorps: Getting Things Done

By Cherie Ude * Photos by Erik Kvilaas

Welcome to the first year of AmeriCorps, a federally-
funded program designed to help our communities and
environment through “national service” (a /a the Peace

Corps). This gives a chance for young people to give (and
receive) education and job skills, while developing a sense
of pride in the nation in which we live. For the pubhc, this
means upgraded
campgrounds and trails that
conform with the American
Disabilities Act, an improved
logging economy through
pruning trees for selective
lumbering, preservation of '’ §
old growth and endangered
species with projects like
habitat surveys, and building [
and installing bird and bat
boxes. It’s a program from
which all of us benefit —
environmentalists and loggers, hikers and fishers, Forest

Service and the volunteers of AmeriCorps. The program is

nationwide; more than 22,000 people are involved in

s set up across the US, doing work in a variety of

: environmental, public safety, education, and human
services. The AmeriCorps motto is “getting things done”

— and that’s exactly what we’re doing!

pigs in this new program. | first became
avare of AmeriCorps from a newspaper
ad looking for people interested in environ-
mental issues and willing to work out of Port
Townsend. My interest quickly aroused, 1
aﬂafhndnonm:u'wdinfomdonmdm

Immofdmcmyd\mmmkofguina

The Olympic Peninsula program (oper-
g;;yh(hqonw Northwest Youth
contracting under the AmeriCorps
umbrells), offered housing at the Fort Worden
State Park, asmall living sipend, and a college
award of $4,725 after 1,812 hours of service
— about ten months. It all sounded too good
to be true: Port Townsend was dose to my
home on Whidbey Island; 1 enjoy working
outside and have always been concerned about
the environment; | needed a job because I'd
been traveling for an extended period, and |
haven't been to college, so the education
award was appealing,

After sending in the extensive application
and enjoying a positive preliminary phone
interview, my next month was spent hovering
expectandy over the phone. As dme dragged
on, though, 1 became convinced I hadn't
gorten the job; I spent my hours pestering and
cnmplunmgmmndywmypamu.lmag
inc their relief when, two weeks before the
job's starting date, the call came asking me to
report to Fort Worden on November 1. The
call was followed by a brief note, describing
what tobring and where to go on the first day.
My next two weeks were spent frandically
packing, re-packing, and running around
buying new things (a new job means it's time
to shop, right?).

MARCH 2, 1995
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The day finally came when | took the fe
over to Port Townsend w begin our first &
weeks of orienation. | sill believe that £
impressions are important, but I no oo
bedieve they're abways accurare. The AmeriCor
volunteers thar showed up that day were
diverse, | had my doubts as to whether any
mhadalyn‘mg'l.nmmmn There were hy,

inimidating people and petite people W
looked like a gust of wind would blow the
over; there were shaved heads and hairw ¢
waist, boud, high-energy people and quietm.
in the comer. How could we really expect
work and live together?

We were taken up to one of Fort Worder
old houses, where all 40 of us were to lin
Perhaps predictably, some of our first lesso
were in conflict resolution and space manag
ment. We had to figure out special hours f
the hackey-sack players to do their this
without disturbing the readers and sleepe
downstairs; quiet hours in the evenings we:
and sometimes still are, 2 major source
conflict. Keeping the kitchen and the cor
mon rooms clean, 100, was 2 problem ac fin

Orienution was 2 good time for us
scope out potential problems and get the
solved. We had many workshops on fun
toning together as 2 team, developing leade
ship skills, and maintaining equality — le
sons that help a diverse group live and wor
together efficiendy. We also played a Jot «
“get to know each other” games; we toc
several field trips — exploring Port Townser
and Fort Worden, traveling to nearby rang:
saations, doing trash deanups, and wking
couple hikes to learn about old- growth fores
and resident animals. Our first two weel
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Klickitat project funded

A Kiickitat Count}' salmon habitat restoration project has been
named one of 37 recipients nationwide for federal funds Lhroughn
President Clinton’s Americorps program.

Known as the “domestic Peace Corps.” Clinton signed the A.rnen-‘
corps national service program into law last Sepiember. The pro-
gram will employ about 20,000 people nationwide by the end ofl
this vear.

Dave Kreft. a Klickitat County district conservationist with the
U.S. Soil Conservation Service, said the Mid-Columbia Salmon
Restoration Project will receive about $225.000 through Ameri-
corps. The money will be used to hire 10 people and a supervisor
whose main goal will be to work with private landowners tor
restore and maintain streams for spawning salmon.

Krent said the project will last one year. People hired for the
project will be paid $7,500 for the year. They also will receive a'
$4.725 education voucher that can be used to pay off college loans
or future tuition expenses. :

The salmon habitat project also is supported by the Yakama.
Indian Nation, the Klickitat County Board of Commissioners, the’
state Department of Fisheries and Wildlife and the Central and
Eastern Klickitat Conservation Districts.
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AmeriCorps seeks recruits

The United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) has begun
recruitment for the AmeriCorps
national service project, which will
be organized in Goldendale start-
ing in September.

AmeriCorps is President Clin-
ton’s national service initiative
that allows participants to earn
college or vocational school schol-
arships while performing critical
service to meet human, environ-
mental, public safety and educa-
tional needs. Participants in the
program will work for a year eam-
ing a living stipend of $12,000 plus
health benefits. Participants will
also earn an educational award
worth $4,725.

The 15 participants in the Mid-
Columbia Salmon Habitat
Restoration Project will be
involved in planning, designing
and installing conservation prac-
tices to improve salmon spawn-
ing-habitat. Part of this effort will
involve planting trees and shrubs
along streams and rivers to help
cool the water and reduce evapo-
ration losses. In addition, the par-
ticipants will build structures to
improve stream-bank stability and

LY PN TPy AT TL e

reduce sediment fiow into streams
and rivers.

Any U.S. citizens, age 17 or
older, are eligible to apply for the
program. Applicants should have
a high school diploma or be active-
ly pursuing their GED. There is
no maximum or minimum family
income restriction. Applications
will be accepted until Aug. 5. The
project will be based out of Gold-
endale and participants must be
willing to relocate if necessary.

To apply for the program, or get
more information, call the Gold-
endale Soil Conservation Service
office at 773-5822, or the toll-free
nationai USDA AmeriCorps hot-
line at 1(800) 880-4183.

Secretary of Agriculture Mike
Espy urges all interested Ameri-
cans to apply. .

“AmeriCorps is grounded in the
mainstream values of communi-
ty, responsibility and opportuni-
ty. It is good for the participants,
who benefit from their increased
ability to attend college or voca-
tional school — good for commu-
nities, which benefit from their
service — and good for the coun-
try, which benefits from a renewed
dvic spirit,” Espy said.

oo
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week cleanng down and dying timber on Observatory Hil. The logs were cut
into firewood for distribution in the Goldendale area. People in need of fire-
wood must be referred through Klickitat Courty Senior Services, the Interfaith
Fellowship or the KlickitatSkamania Development Project.
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Soil Conservation Service
joins in salmon recovery

The first wave of AmeriCorps
programs, announced by the
White House this month, includes
more than $200,000 allocated to
the Mid-Columbia Salmon
Restoration Project located in
Klickitat County.

AmeriCorps, the new national
service initiative signed into law
by President Clinton last Septem-
ber, establishes a “domestic Peace
Corps,” involving thousands of
yvoung Americans who will work
through AmeriCorps programs to
perform critical service in urban
and rural communities nation-
wide.

In Klickitat County, Ameri-
Corps participants will work
under the leadership of the Soil
Conservation Service (SCS). The
project involves planning, design-
ing and installing conservation
practices on private land to
improve water quality on a sub-
watershed basis. The goal is to
provide suitable habitat and water
quality for salmon spawning in
streams and rivers capable of
doing so. The SCS, and the Cen-
tral and Eastern Klickitat County
Conservation Districts, work with

Jandowners on a voluntary basis.
" “Local SCS District Conserva-

tionist Dave Kreft put together the
proposal based on the emerging
Columbia River salmon issue and
the need for local employment
opportunities.

“Another important factor was
the recent ground work laid by the
Central and Eastern Klickitat
Conservation Districts,” Kreft
said. “The districts recently com-
pleted a 2-year grant to create a
demonstration site along the Little |
Klickitat River west of Goldendale. |
The AmeriCorps program will
basically continue that work, but
on a broader scale.”

“This is absolutely a brand new
program. We will be getting the
details over the coming weeks on
when we can start recruiting peo-
ple for the local team,” he said.

AmeriCorps will be launched in
September and will eventually
engage up to 20,000 AmeriCorps
members. In exchange for one or
two years of service, AmeriCorps
members will receive a living
expense of about $7,500 per year
and an educational voucher worth
$4,725. These educational awards
can be used to finance higher ecu-
cation or pay back college loans.
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ANTI-HUNGER PROGRAM

United Way given $25,000
United Way of Greater Milwaukee has received a
$25,000 grant from the General Electric Fund to
suppbrt a local initiative to hire and train 38 young
people to work with an anti-hunger program.

Thegrmtwiﬂbemodtomppaﬂbepeputmem
of Agriculture's AmeriCorps Anti-
Hunger, Nutrition and Empowerment
Project coordinated by Hunger
Task Force of Milwaukee and the
g{:lwaukee -Communlity Service

ps.

The two coordinating organizations :
will recruit, hire, train and" educate 38 people
between the ages of 18 and 23 for the program.

AmeriCorps teams theq will Jmpiement activitjes
in four focus areas: munity quireach; construet-
ing and renovating bulldings for féod sites and or
meal programs; helplng local farmers: with - peigh-
borhoodrummmrkas;tpdworklngmfood
pantries, meal programs and Yood drives to collect,
sort and assist at the Humger Task Force ware-
sl _ ;
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10PPA ELEME NTARY SCHOOL thi rd graders recently presented a program for the residents and staff of Ridgeview Terrace
Nursing Home in Rutledge. The students dressed as pilgrims and Indians in commemoration of the Thanksgiving holiday

around which the program was planned. (Photo by Karen Long)
@
Clinch-Powel 75 Workers
Wi I be evaluating Katnitz will be working

The Clinch-Powell Union. _ C be ‘
Resource Conservation The AmeriCorps per- 2 g.5. degree 1N establishing a tourism on the inventory and

and Devempmg_m_sonnel are Sarah agri‘cu_lture com- base for the five counties  database management of
Council has mployed uchanan, Liz Upchur- munications. _ served by the council. recycling programs
<ix Ameri = ¢ch, Mikhail Delong, Upchurch is serving as The formation of a program design and
ticipants Mary Russell, Jeremy the solid waste an regional advisory com- materials management
e . : williams and Steve Kar- recyclin specialist. Her : forth i n a8
AmeriCorps 15 President . yching St . mittee for the project a as well as recruitment of
Clinton’s national service nitz. ; . duties will _”'_‘d“de working with established members and education
itiative that allows Buchanan is serving as dgvelopmg e;hgbtls and tourism committees will of the public concerning
young people to earn the epwronm_enta displays, assisting sqlld be the basis of markets and recycling.
money for school an education coordl_nator. waste boards, gducahon developing a long range He s a Tennessee
loan repayments while She will work in the and a promotion cam- tourism evelopment TechnologicalUniversity
serving critical needs in school conducting paign 10 increase plan. graduate in chemical
their communities. The V?'_'QUSPTOSfa"?‘ia“dBC' recycling and waste Russell and Williams engineering.
Clinch-Powell RC&D tivities on solid waste reduction, development hold M.S. degrees in  AmeriCorps participan-
AmeriCorps are spon education, clean water, of a Buy Recycled cam- eography from UT and ts are assigned t0 work
sored by the United Conservation Camp, En- paign and integration elong is a geosraphv 1812 hours and eligible
States Forest Service and virothon and teacher in- with the Keep America graduate from UT. 1o serve for two years.
Natural Resource Con- service workshops. Her Beautiful coordinator. ‘"The AmeriCorps
servation Service 1o aid other activities will in- Sheisa recent University Karnitz wi_'.l be serving program is helping RC&D
1h§ rural community. clude newsletters to area of Tennessee graduate in asa recycling Spe(:IahSl to meet important needs
art i
working
ties served by the coun- tion program and the en-  Williams are serving as nessee. RMCET, located AmeriCorps workers an
cil, Claiborne, Grainger, vironmenta'l resource the specialty recreation in Knoxville, serves 34 (heir dedication to com-
Hancock, Hawkins and library maintained by the and tourism team. They eastTennesseecounties‘ munity service is an ex-
citing addition to our

[

icipants will be schools, publicity on the geography.

\
Food Stamps Aid with Holiday &=

For more information
The holidays atc Authority’s Food Stamp ask a few simple cost of living increases. a?g'—:;r:‘heca'?lr?ﬁé'%gkps
quickly approaching and Outreach Project may be questions. if a caller The elderly also tend to gfﬁge e 38-5927 or B26-

many people are looking ableto help those inneed meets certain guidelines, have high mgdl_ca’l bills or 8354
forward to the goo of assistance. an application will be high prescription costs. "
times and good foods This program serves sent. A~ number of older
that gowilhl%-neseason. Campbell, Claiborne, The program targets ‘people spend 5 of more
However, there. are Cocke, Grainger, Ham- four. gruups: .xhe.elderly._'."f their lncqr_ﬁ_e on
many people in area blen, Jefferson. Monroe,  working, 'poa'-r,'hbﬁ'ﬁé'-é “medicine. =" :
communities who may Morgan, Scott, Sevier, and single parents. Eighty-five percent ©
nolbeableloeniuythesv and Union Counties. However, anyone in. peopie over relner{\em
times because they ar¢ Anyone mtefrest;d inap- yerested in applying for 28 suffer from at east
struggling to make ends plying, for o0 "513{;6%5 benefits mMay call. er chronic disease that
meet. The Douglas may simply call - ¢ - Geniorcitizensare living aftects what they need to
N 'S (,73-4458. This callisfree | fixed incomes as the eat. Food Stamp? can

el will help buy thOSe fOOdS
A far l:nnfi.‘!‘ diets

for the Recycling Market inthe communities we ¥
in the five coun- environmental educa- Delong, Russell and Cooperative of East Ten- serve. The talents of the !

Don’t Forget!
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School and then
privileges revokeo
year.

Todd Kincaid wa.
placed on probation for
11 months and 29 days
on each of the charges of
theft under $500 and
vandalism.

frank Smith was fined
$250 and costs fordrivin
on a revoked license ang ' FF?' 12 Box
given a 30-day suspen- L utledge.
ded sentence. He also s —
was fined $10 and costs
for violation of the seat e
beltlaw.

Bobby Lynn Atkins was
fined zSU and costs for
reckless driving.

-"*f

Oh my Lordy,
Is Kathy

407

DEC. 8
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