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Don Simmons X. 
Mindy Clark works on preliminary sketches for the Wilderness Road Park 
section of Marlon's three-mlle riverwalk. 
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Riverwalk planner coordiRating grand vision 
5LIITiCePI08Ia 

|illlenefit 

CC)1]5ervanCY 

By DON SIMMONS JR./Staff 

A downwwn focal point where fam-
ilies can enjoy the beauty of Marion's 
uwn river and an educational and 
therapeutic tool that can be used by 
st hools. civic groups and health facil-
ities in the cornrnunity—this is Mindy 
Clark's vision for the Grassroots Con-
servancys Riverwalk. 

The three-mile riverwalk path, 
which extends from beyond the old 
ice plant in South Marion, past the 
town swimming pool and along 
Campbell Avenue almost to the 
Southwest Virginia Mental Health 
institute, is one of the first recipients 
of the benefits of Bill Clinton's Ameri-
Corps service. 

Clark is part of a four-member 
An leriCorps team headquartered in 
W ytlieville. The team is assistinga 
s.ariety of projects, but Clarles work 
will be concentrated on the riverwalk. 
Working out of office space donated 
by Bill Huber of Echols-Sparger, 
Clark's job is to manage the overall 
riverwalk project, design features for 
the project and to assist in negotiat-
ing easements to connect the river-
walk's three phases. She has nine-12 
months to do this. 

Originally from a rural comrnunity 
in New Hampshire, Clark holds a 
bachelor's degree in horticulture 

With only six weeks on the job, Clark 
has spent most of her time familiarizing 

herself with the existing features of the 
riverwalk. 

It's already a beautiful trail" she 
says. "My job will be to see exactly 
what people are looking for in the river-

walk. A lot of times people have as-
sumptions that they don't communi-
cate. I'll try to coordinate everyone's 
ideas and present a plan which meets 
their needs as closely as possible." 

Sooa Clark will distribute a survey 
to members of the Grassroots Con-
servancy, but she says she welcomes 
other input as welL There are numer-
ous possibilities, maybe even includ-
ing space for a community theater 
near Riverbend Park. There have also 
been discussions about re-stocking 
the river with trout. 
-Ile goal of the trail is to serve the 

community as a whole,* she noted. 
Concurrently with her work on the 

riverwalk, Clark is also helping her 
AmeriCorps team members in a tree 
identification project along the river-
walk. The information gathered will 
be used on educational tours by Mari-
on Middle School students and other 
schools in the county. 

The riverwalk is divided into three 
parts. Phase one runs from Riverbend 
Park near the old ice plant to the rail-
road trestle at Church Street. One of 
the rnost scenic parts of the walk, this 
phase features the old darn and ice 
plant, a variety of trees and wildflow-
ers and a quiet, removed atmosphere 
in the middle of downtown Marion. 
Clark is suggesting the addition of 
markers with information about the 
various vegetation and wildlife along 
the traiL Benches for quiet repose are 
also being considered. 

Once at the trestle, walkers must 
now take to the street until they reach 
the town swimming pool, but one of 
Clark's tasks is to attempt to negotiate 
easements (or rights-of-way) so that 

N See CLARK, Page A8 

from Montana State University with a 
focus in landscape design. 

AmeriCorps team begins its service in region 
By ANDY KEGLEY/Staff 

Take four individuals with diverse 
backgrounds, add their strong interest 
in conservation and public service, and 
then mtld them into members of the 
new rural development and conserva-
tion learn in Southwest Virginia. 

The result: one of the newest Amer-
iCorps teams—the new national ser-
vice initiative pushed by President Bill 
Clint,  in to tackle a wide range of critical 
need s across the nation. As envisioned. 
ov,r 100,000 people will eventually be 
mob, work solving a multitude of prob-
lem., ancl in return, receiving living 
stipends. health insurance. child care 
:old an educational allowance for their 

one or two year service. 
This particularfour member team head-

quartered in Wytheville (a fifth member 
has yet to be brought on board), falls 
under the United States Department of 
Agriculture's Rural Development wing, 
and will be specifically answerable to the 
New River/Highlands Resource Conser; 
vation and Development district. 

As explained by Gary Boring, director 
of the NR/H RC&D, when the presi-
dent's program was announced earlier 
this year, the local forestry committee 
applied for a grant to staff five positions to 
assist in the overall marketing of timber, 
but with the goal of enhancing the exist-
ing soil erosion and conservation pro-
grams. 

And now, since this team was sworn in 
a Nashville ceremony Sept, 18 along with 
approximately 2,000 other AmeriCorps 
volunteers from a five-state area, the 
members are busily defining their tasks, 
and becoming familiar with new termi-
nology and bureaucracy. 

Audrey Biggs, Adrienne Perkins, 
Mindy Clark and Delton Alderman bring 
diverse backgrounds of communications, 
forestry and horticulture to their newly 
created positions. Three of the four hold 
degrees from Virginia Tech, while Clark 
completed a horticulture program at 
Montana State University in Bozeman. 

As the team, they will be spend one day 
a week working out of Clark's Marion 
office, where their focus will be on a tree 

identification program along the town's 
three-mile long Ibverwalk and Green-
way project. That project has received 
two other state grants, one of $100,000 
from the state Cornmonwealth Trans-
portation Board's ISTEA program; and 
another from the Division of Forestry's 
Urban Forestry program. With Clark's 
expertise in landscape architecture, the 
project can move forward. 

Clark may also be available to locali-
ties in the service region, to assist with 
park planning, Boring noted. 

Separately, the team members have 
their own responsibilities throughout 
the NR/HRC&D to implement aspects 
of conservation. 

II See AMERICORPS. Page A11 



recent droughts," he observed. 

. - - 
- Becauše the local ArneriCorps 

together, and are capable of hold• 
ing a tractor-trailer load, 80,000 
pounds, across spans of 20 to 40 
feet. He will also be working on the 
dry hydrant program offered by 
the RC&D, and is encouraging fire 
chiefs to apply for grants be(ore a 
Dec. 1 deadline. 

Alderman is also the tree expert 
on the Greenway project, and will 
be contributing rnore technical 
work on growth rates potcntial 
along the trail. "There is some old 
growth along the river, and some 
huge red and white oaks dead from 

team has strong a forestry ernpha-
sir, the.) efferson National Forest is 
cooperating in support of the team 
as well. The public relations office 
of JNF is providing video equip-
ment for the team to film vanous 
forest facilities and recreational 
areas, which will then be editcd 
into a promotional video.The equip-
ment will also be used for assisting 
with the Marion Greenway project 
and the tree identification educa-
tional program. la 

Grand vision 
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Biggs, for example, will serve as 
outreach coordinator, predomi-
nantly working in the 11 county 
region of the NR/HRCAID. devel-
oping quarterly newsletters and 
press releases. 'Basically, I will be 
working to improve the communi-
ty's knowledge o( the programs 
available," and more specifically, 
^whatever affects soil conservation 
or forestry in the area." 

She earned an English degree 
from Tech, plus a master's in CORI-
munications from Radford, and had 
been working in a management 
position in Harrisonburg when she 
learned of the AmeriCorps pro-
gram. "The initial attraction? This 
allows me to utilize my degree to its 
best potential. Plus, it allows me to 
give back some of what we've got-
ten. If uncle Sam helped us out (in 
student loans), I have no problern 
giving back to him." 

Biggs will also develop four news-
letters specifically targeting water-
shed groups in the region, includ-
ing the Middle Fork of the Holston 
in Smyth County, Little Reed Is-
land Creek in Wythe and Pulaski 
counties, Little River in Floyd, and 
Cheslnut Creek in the Galax area. 

Also bringing a communications 
background and degree to the team, 
Perkins will be serving as forest 
economics specialist. "No,' she 
says, 'I don't have any background 
in forest economics, but thaes why 
they hired me. They told me when 
they hired me they would train me 
in forestry, but they wanted my 
expertise in comatunications; said 
the 1992 Tech graduate. 

Perkins will serve as a liaison 
between the forest industry, pro-
ducers, and local governments, and 
how local forest resources can most 
efficiently be marketed. Tve been 
going to planning meetings of the 
Appalachian Hardwood Expo in 
Princeton," she noted, "and will be 
working on publicity." 

Alderman brings over a dozen 
years of practical private forestry 
consulting to his job as Forest En-
gineer. After working out of his 
home in Mt Airy, N.C., he says he 
had gotten of that aspect of the 
industry, and was interested in 
learning something new." 
, ipsspedfic task lalssisting with 
the design and ebnstruction of low 
cost, low value timber bridges, I to 
take advantage of what there's a lot 
of in this area." The TnAin benefit 
for timber bridges will be tn log-
gers, who won't have to worry abou t 
stream crossings when bringing 
logs out of the forest. ln turn, stream 
conservation and Soil erosion will 
be protected, and loggers won't be 
in violation of state mandated Best 
Management Practice& 

so theres definitely some reading 
in Clark's imrnediate future. . 

But Clark remains undaunted. 
"There are so many interesting 
people here who are excited about 
the riverwalk, that I don't think 111 
have too many problems that can't 

be solved." 
As its part in the annual Smyth 

County Trash-Off. a county-wide 
clean-up day, the Grassroots Con-
servancy will host a river clean-up 
thisSaturday from9 a.m. until noon. 
Anyone wishing to participate 
should meet at the riverwalk near 
the swimming pooL Clark says she 
will also be using the occasion to 
get more community input on the 
riverwall 

II CLARK, from Page A1 
walkers will be able to continue 
along the rivcrbank. 

Much of the construction is al-
ready completed at phase two—
the walking park in the vicinity of 
the pool. Plans for future construc-
tion include picnic tables, lighting 
and an information kiosk which 
will note cnirununity events and 
club meetings. • 

To get to phase three, walkers 
rnust now cross the old bridge be-
side Happy's Restaurant, then cross 
Main Street to Campbell Avenue. 
This phase of the rivervalk uses 
tlre old Wiklerness Road Garden 
Club park. Although the park has . 
suffered sonie over the years, it 
will be redeveloped as funds be-
come available. 

Clark is already working on pre- . 
lirninary drawings fordevelopmeM ' 
of all three phases of the riverwalk. 
She says Marion Senior High 
School has expressed interest in 
using the Wilderness Road section 
for its cross country runners to 

practice on. And, with supervision, 
patients at Southwest Virginia - 
Mental Health Institute may bene-
fit from the therapeutic value of 
quiet strolls along the riyer. 

ln addition to coordinating the 

planning and design of the river-
walk, Clark will also be in charge of 

organizing the various volunteer 
groups who have helped so far in 
its construction. She must also stay 
in communication with the Middle 
Fork Holston River Water Quality 
Commission and the Tennessee 
Valley Authority as welL TheGrass-
roots Conservancy recently was 
awarded one of the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board's ISTEA 
grants (or $115,000. In helping ad-
minister the grant. Clark says there 
are many struggks ahead in keep-
ing within the grant's guideline& 
Local contractors must be used for 
some of the work and there are also 
rules governing materials used. 
The stack of paper with informa-
tion regarding the grant and its 
usage stands at over an inch high, 

There are no timber bridges in 
this area yet, Alderman said, but he 
hopes to find eome sultabk coop-
eratOrl to build dernonstration 
projects on soon. The bridges are 
constructed by laminating timbers 
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Torn Dorsey/Salina Journal 
Todd Lovin, Lindsborg, a participant in AmeriCorps, starts a head fire for a controlled burn in the 
Langley Point area of Kanopolis Reservoir. 

the Salina journa 
Serving Kansas since 1871 

MARCH 18, 1995 

Working 
for ep. 
education 
AmeriCorps offers 
chance to learn 

By DAVID CLOUSTON 
Th. Salina Journal 

Sweating over a brush fire or 
building nesting boxes for birds 
aren't typical jobs thought of as 
a way to pay for college. 

Kurt Grimm and Troy Hurl-
burt are hoping their work leads 
to more than just a paycheck. 

"I've been working for them 
for three years. I'd like to get on 
full time," said Hurlburt, speak-
ing of Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks, with whom 
he, Grimm and other partici-
pants in the AmeriCorps Pro-
gram are working. 

AmeriCorps is a federal pro-
gram designed to help students 
pay for college by completing a set 
number of hours of public service 
work. For 1,700 hours of service — 
about nine months — workers re-
ceive a $7,660 stipend for living ex-
penses and $4,725 for college. 

Both undergraduate and gradu-
ate students are eligible. Money 
can pay for accumulated college 
debts for those already graduated, 
or help pay tuition for those just 
entering college or going on to pur-
sue a master's or doctoral degree. 

AmeriCorps workers are as-
signed to different federal agen-
cies. Hurlburt and his co-workers 
are assigned to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, but being di-
rectly supervised by Wildlife and 
Parks officials, with whom 
they're working at state parks. 

During February, the four 
members of the AmeriCorps/US-
DA team at Kanopolis Reservoir, 
Hurlburt, Grimm, Chris Newton 
And Scott Morris, developed fish 

► Se• AMERICORPS, Page 9 
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Clinton' s 0 Orne/stic 

Peace Corps Is ffard 

At Work in Vermont 
By KRISTIN BLOOMIR 

Herald Staff 
One young person ia helping Vermonters 

fight hunger. Another is teaching via-Lally 
impaired people to cope with their vision 
toes. Another is working to control erosion 
along the Winooski River.., 

They are three Vermont members of Amer-
;Corps, otherwise k.nown is the Clinton ad-
ministration's domestic Pelee Corps. The na• 
tional eervice program has more members 
per capita in Vermont than in any other 
state, according to the Corporation for Na-
tional Service in Washington, D.C. 

With 130 members serving a population of 
562,788 (1990 census), Vermont's Amer-
iCorps h.a.s one member for every 4,328 resi-
dents. Rick Allen, the corporation's deputy 
assistant to President Clinton, said only 
Montana rivals those nurobera. Montana's 
AmeriCorpe has 179 members serving a pop-
ulation of 799.065, has otie member per every 
4.464 resideots. 

There are six AmeriCorps programs in 
Vermont 

The Northeast Kingdom Initiative, run 
out of Lyndon State College, offers servicee 
ranging from tutoring to economic develop-
ment assistance. 

)0- The Independent Living Project, based 
in Brattleboro. assists the elderly and Ver-
monters with diubilities to remain in their 

homes and stay connected with their com-
munitlea around the state. 

) USDA Rural Development Teams ere 
working on soil conservation projects — ouch 
as one along the WInooaki River — and on 
helping rural communitisa like Mendon get 
Bre protection. 

)- USDA Public Lands Teami eri wOrk3ng 
with the Green Mountain Netiosial Forest 
and the Vermont Youth Conservation Corps 
to rebuild long-neglected parka, recreation 
areas and miles of hiking trails: 

The USDA Anti-Hunger Corps Ls work-
ing to help communities locate their own 
hunger needs and rsaliza or improve projects 
they deem important, such as food co7ops, 
community gardens, and ichool lunch pro-
grams. 

Maay of these programs had already ex-
isted through USDA funding, But they were 
able to extend their service* on the strength 
of their •pplications, Allen said. 

They wens very clear about the beneficial 
change they were going to maks for their 
communities; Allen said. 'Vermont pro-
grams proved they were going to get things 
done in Vermont.' 

'Getting things done' is the motto for 
AmeriCorps. Members are selected from ap-
plications and receive a small living ttipend, 
health care benefits and, If necessary, child 

(See Page 18: AmeriCorpe) 

&WY how by PIAIM Con 

Zetlediah Kellogg-Roe is serving as an AmeriCorps voh 
tear in the Rutland area with the Vermont Anti-Hung 
Corps. 

Ameri• Corps • 
• 

• 

Continued from Page lb 

care. Vermont's AmeriCorps mem-
bers range in age from 19 to 67. 

At least three programs — the 
Public Lands Team, the Anti-
Hunger Corps and the Independent 
Living Project — are still accepting 
applications. 

For 1,700 documented hours of 
service and training, "full-time 
members" receive about 8600 a 
month and a 84,726 voucher that 
can be used for college, graduate 
school or vocational training, or to 
pay back college loans. -Part-time 
members' receive travel allowance, 
no stipend and an education vouch- 
er of S2,363. • 

Kathleen Furgeaon, executive di-
rector of Vermont's Commission on 
National and Community Service, 
is in charge of the six programs. She 
said Vermont's relatively small  

population helped groups cooperate 
during the grant-writing proms in 
a way that made Vermont's propos-
als especially powerful. f 

I don't think the dkision (to 
fund Vermont's programs) was 
based on our being any more or less 
needy than any other state," Furge-
son said. 'It was based on whether 
we were able to best meet the needs 
of our particular state." 

And the needs are there. Bari 
Gladstone, program director of the 
Vermont Anti-Hunger Corps, aaid 
the Vermont Food Bank served 
100,000 people last year — • fifth of 
the state's population and a aignifO• 
cant increase over last year. ' 
-There's a growing population cif 

working people living right on the 
edge," she said.."Many don't con-
sider themselves eligible for food  

etamps, for example, when in fact 
they may be." ' 

Zebediah Kellogg-Roe is a 'mem-
bar of the Vermont Anti-Hunger 
Corps southwest team, whose six 
members live together in Sudbury 
and whou current work ia to take 
"climate surveys" of the region. 

The work hu nothing to do with 
weather. The purpose is to collect 
information about the community's 
food and nutritional needs before 
moving into actual `project work," 
Kellogjg-Roe said. 

"We don't want to come in as Ver., 
mont Anti-Hunger Corps or some 
outside group and tell Rutland, 
This is what you should do,'" he 
said. "That's not going to fly. It has 
to be grau roota. It has to come 
frotn people who are affected by the 
problem." 

So Kellogg-Roe is muting with 
groups such as the Rutland-Area 
Co-Op, a group that has 77 mem-
bers and needs 300 in order to get 
started, he said. He plans to helr 
them with grant-writing and men 
bership drives, and hopes to hel 
revitalize a community garden i 
Bennington, he uid. 

Ths idea ie to empower local con 
munities, he said. 

MI leave eventually," he mai( 
"At the end of September our ter: 
will roll over. It's important the 
what we do has the potential t 
carry past us. We don't want t 
come in and fill a gap as a volur 
tear, and when we leave have 
open again. We want to create 
system, so that when we leave, th 
system is still there." 



CRAIG IlIcIEWEN /The forum 

AmenCorps workers (from left) Jett York, Holly Sirlord, Kelly Engen, Aaron Neubert and Kathy Musch stand along the Agassiz Recre-

ational Trail near Twin Valley, Minn. 
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It was seek 
ing applicants 
tor Amerl 

, Corps, the 
national corn 
munity service 
program that 
President Clln 

Clinton ton calls the 
most prized 

•• 4 
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. THE FORUM, TWIN VALLEY, MINNESOTA, MARCH 26, 1995 

Students part of Clinton's pilot program 
1 

i AmeriCorps 
lends funds 
for services 
By Craig McEwen 
The Forum 

rWIN VALLE:Y. mom - Fargoan 
Jeff York was preparing to enroll 
tor classes at Moorhead State Unl 

verso),  when a 
• brochure 

caught his eye 

achievement of his administra 
Ilrirl 

A key Ito entive is the S4.725 in 
4.illege (union that the slit month• 
uld irrogram offers its workers 

Participants. 17 years and older. 
. oinmit to it months of commu 
filly service 40 hours per week - 
tor whi.h they earn near mini-
mm wage salaries in addition to 
the tuition allowance 

Already. the U 5 House of Repre 
seniatives wants to cut the $500 
million AmeriCorps budget by 
two thirds Five workers stationed 
at Twin Valley have mixed feel 
ings about diat 

1 hey are among 20.000 natlon- 
wide and 20 in Minnesota who 
joined AmenCorps when it began 
last September 

York. a 26 year old MSU junior 
majoring in political science. 
admits that the tuition prod 
hooked him 

Mil he also wanted the Job 
experience that the program 
would provide -I thought it would 
lie really beneficial to do some 
thing like this.-  York says. -as far 
as other opportunities that would 
be c re-mud - 

s the college stipend that 
Kathy Mos, h. a North Dakota State 
University zoology graduate, also 
lound attractive 

But Musch. 22. also wanted to 
do conservation outreach work 
situ e her college emphasis was in 
wildlife and iisheries biology 

- I've gained a lot of experience  

through it.-  she says 
Much of the Twin Valley roup's 

effort involves promoting the 32 
mile, Agassiz Recreational Trail 
that is being built on an anban 
doned rallroad bed between Ulen 
and perille, Minn 

The multi use trail will have two 
levels the upper tier for snownio 
biling, hiking. bilung and bird 
watching and the lower for snow 
shoeing. skiing, dog sledding and 
horseback riding 

Other projects include promot 
ing area tourism, seeking grants 
for a city park and planning a 
walking trail in Ada, Mlnn . help 
ing with a water screening project 
In Halstad, Minn . promoting the 
planting of trees along state high 
ways to eliminate snow drifts and 
soil erosion 

Holly Strjord, 20, Gary, Minn . 
'wended North Dakota State Uni 
versity for one year and hopes to 
go back •fter a stint with Ameri 
Coma. 

-I just hope that this experience 
will help me with other jobs in the 
future.' she says 

Sirjord is working with the matt-
nomen. Minn . Chamber of Com 
merce and Mahnomen County to 
promote tourism 

Among her projects is the devel 
oprnent of a map that will high-
light the Agassiz Trail as well as 
area resorts. the Shooting Star 
Casino in Mahnomen and other 
tourist spots The map. she says, 
will be distributed by area busi• 
nesses 

Aaron Neubert. a 22-yearold 
Bemidji State University graduate 
from Mahnomen. is using his 
mass communications skills to 
promote the trail 

Neubert, whose cullege concen-
tration was in broadcasting, is 
helping produce a promotional 
video for the Agassiz Trail 'That 
will be Li pretty big project We 
want it to be pretty professional,' 
he says 

He is also helping Ada commit 
nity leaders update a city develop 
merit video 

ArneriCorps is a good program 
for more than one reason, he says 

"We're trying to bring economic 
development to small communi 
ties around here," Neubert says 
"If we weren't here, nobody would 
be doing it ' 

Gary native Kelly Engen, 23. was 
previously in charge of the Nor-
man County Soil and Water Con 
servation District's tree prograrn 

Now •ri AmeriCorps worker, 
Engen is asking local landowners 
to set aside land for planting trees 
- or what he calls a "living snow 
fence' - •Iong Highway 200, west 
of Ada . 

The Norman County Soil and 
Water Conservation District, he 

says, will, begin planting about 
1,500 trees in May along the first 

three mile stretch of the project 
Engen, who had completed 1 1 •2 

years at Northland Community  

College in Thief River Falls. Minn . 
majoring In conservation law. 
says the grant wlll help pay the 
remainder of his education (OBIS 
when he returns to school 

Musch says she thinks the 
AmeriCorps program should be 
continued a second year because 
it provides a benefit to small com- 
rnunities 

think it's a good program 
especlally for people who have to 
take out loans for college,' says 
Sirjord 

York, from a political science 
standpoint, agrees that federal 
budget cuts should be considered 

'I can see the concern in budget 
Increases because this could 
potentially be another billion dol 
lar program,' he says 

But those who want to cut 
AmeriCorps funding. he says, 
shouldn't go in there "hacking 
away" without takIng a close look 
at what the program has accom 
plished 



The Joel Berg fie 

A.04 30 

Ritsidenom Washington, 
D.C. 

Sirgie 

Educations Spring Valley 
HO Schad, 1082; 
Gokenbia University, 1988 

Careen Member. Bruce 
Babbitt's presidential 
campaign tesm. 1987; 
Policy analyst, Progressive 
Policy Institute of 
Democratic Leadership 
COUISCi, focusing on 
national service, 1988-1991: 
member. BM Dinton's 
presidential campaign tearn, 
1992: director ol public 
altars, U.S. Department of 
Agricutture, 1992; USDA 
director of pubiic liaison, 
1993; USDA director of 
national service, 1994 to 
PreS13114. 

intoroata: Writing poetry. 

Andrew Zarutskie, a Gilman 
spokesman. "Ile anticipates sup-
porting its continuation if and 
when it comes up for a vote. He 
feels tt'h a good program and be 
doesn't care whopropoees it." 

Not everyone in Coogress is 
aatisfied with AmeriCorps, how-
ever. Some Republicans on Capi-
tol Hill want to abolish the 
program others consider the 
corps members volunteers who 
should not be paid. Berg scoffs 
at that notion: members work 
full tirne, putting in 1,700 hours 
per year, be says. 

"'The day you can Find people 
wbo sdrve in the military and the 
Congress for free is the day you 
can find someone to work year-
round for free," he says. "Most 
of our members are from the 
middle clasa. If they didn't get 
paid a small living wage, they 
couldn't afford to do it. 

"No ooe is doing it just for 
the money, but you need money 
to eat for a year. I challenge 
critics to go out and see a site, 
see tbe work being done. This is 
a full-time commitment to serv-
ice." 

Berg says no Rocklanders are 
members of the USDA compo-
nent of ArneriCorps, and that the 
closest project to Rockland is in 
Middlesex County, N.J. In the 
overall AmeriCorps program, 
the closest projects are in New 
York City. 

Because members usually are 
recruited by local community 
service groups and no national 
clearinghouse yet exists, Ameri-
Corps officials could not say if 
any Rocklanders participate in 
the overall program, says Ame-
riCorps spokesman Bill Barrett. 

Budding politician 
Berg's involvement in com-

munity service stems from hls 
longtime interest in politics. At 

AMENICORPS continues C2 

ArneriCorps 
How to loin 

Call: 1-800-94-CORP 

What you'll pen An 
information package on how 
the program works, a listing 
describing all the programs 
m the country, and an 
appOcation form to NI out 
and retum to AmenCorps 
national headquarters in 
Washington. D.C. 

A program that works 
As head ofa division of AmeriCorps, a Spring Valley native 

:sags_ its mitmbers making a difference in communities around the nation 
• - 1 

avow% Kalepum ; 
Staff Misr 

W
HEN President Clin-
ton introduced hls 
plan for a national and 
commumty service 
program three years 
ago, Joei Berg knew 

the project's concept of a "do-
mestic Peace Corps" would 
catch fire. 

Berg, a former Spring Valley 
resident, believed fervently 
enough in the AmeriCorps pro-
gram to devote a pact of his life 
to it. And as director of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture's 
component of AmeriCorps, Berg 

}is witness to the program's 
«gassroots success in commu-
nities across the country. 

"I can attest that it's working 
well," says Berg, who's 30 and a 
1982 Spring Valley High School 
graduate. "I've met with hun-
dreds of members around the 
country, and I like to work 
alongside the members. They're 
getting as much out of the pro-
gram as they're putting in." 

Berg recently took a 1,400-
mile field trip from his Washing-
ton, D.C., office to Tennessee, 
Louisiana, Arkansas and Missis-
sippi. In December, he swung 
through Oregon, Washington 
state and northern California. 
Along the way he made stops at 
AmeriCorps projects and pitched 
in with coostructing fishery habi-
tats, pruning trees and building 
trails. 

In Nebraska he helped cart 
away debt-is from a stream bed 
for a flood cleanup project. In 
local prograrns that emphasize 
education, he has entered class-
rooms to weigh in on environ-
mental and nutritional themes. 

"Communities throughout the 
country are benefiting from Joel 
Berg's tireless efforts on behalf 
of National Service," says Eli 
Segal, the president of Ameri-
Corps, formally known as the 
Corporation for National Serv-
ice. 

Collogio down paymont 
The USDA has more Ameri-

Corps members — 1,200 — than 
any other federal agency. The 
program enrolls 20,000 people 
age 17 or older, primarily young 
adults, in 350 nonprofit pro-
grams. 

Corps members run child-
hood immunization programs; 
build inner-city gardens; fix di-
lapidated homes; restore wildlife 
habitats; tutor students in Head 
Start and early childhood educa-
tion programs; escort the elderly 
through high-crime areas and 
perform other activities, all the 
while earning money that will 
belp pay their college bill. 

If workers can make it 
through one year's work, they 
will have put in trust a $4,725 
grant they can draw on to pay 
for college or vocational train-
ing. The commitment can last 
one or two years. Tbose hired 
also get a 17,600 annual stipend 
— about minimurn wage — plus 
health care and child care if 
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opment are college graduates 
and receive a 112.000 stipend. 

"For regular folks, it's very 
popular," Berg says. "It cuts 
across all ages and ideologies. 
Most of the members are in their 
early to mid-20s, but a fair 
number are in middle age and a 
bunch are senior citizens." 

Full•tlmo work 

Berg notes the program re-
ceived bipartisan support in Con-
gress. Wben AmeriCorps 
legislation passed in 1993, 26 
House Republicans and seven 
Senate Republicans voted for it. 
Rockland's congressman, Rep. 
Benjamin Gilman. R-Middle-
town, co-sponsored the original 
legislatioo for the program. 

"He's been an enthusiastic 
supporter since President Clin-
ton first proposed it," says 
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SIERY114O Tlet Samona µ'iCton, Mark Bey. Vaughn Howard and Joel Berg, in black shin, sort 
clothes for the needy last week ai Bread for the City in Washington, D.C. Berg, formerly of Spring Valley. is the 
director of the Department of .4gnculture's component of AmenCorps, which sponsors the anti-hunger team. 

lion, in anticipation of a growing 
membership. The project's goal 
is 100,000 members by late 1996, 
at a three-year cost of $1.5 bil-
lion. 

At 20,000 members. the pro-
gram enrolls 4,500 more than the 
Peace Corps at its 1966 peak. 

AmeriCorps is run by state 
organizations and financed in 
part by local contributions. Com-
munities decide 'what kinds ot 
service are in their best interest. 
Programs that qualify must 
meet the educational, human, 
environmental or public safety 
needs of the communities. 

Berg defines the USDA com-
ponent's role in AmeriCorps as 
threefold: fighting hunger, which 
encompasses 150 members; pro-
tecting tbe environment and ru-
ral development, which occupy 
about 500 members each. Most 
of those involved in rural devel-

needed. 

AmeriCorps cost 1376 million 
to administer last year. the pro-
gram started in September. Berg 
says it costs about 120.000 per 
participant. This year the pro-
gram is budgeted for 1580 mil-
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MORE THAN 
JUST A JOB 
While earning college money, 
AmeriCorps crew provides a 
service, lcams about hard work 
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By Doug O'Loughlin 
otr. Den Ccumer 

APPLEGATE — AmeriCorps 
members wbo aper.t Thursday 
digging out a pile of drt after a 
lancolide weren't just earning 
money !or college anc providing 
a scrvice !or neighbors of 
Thompson Creek, their sapervi-
sor says. They mere also ciearang 
spatter them parentage:my 

Bill Fleeger, sopervinsig thc 
caght-member AmeraCorps 
said the landslide stas probably 
catmint by a elearcut dan• at 
:rant 10 ycars ago in the hills 
above a drainage ditch. The 'itch 
...sees water from Sturges Creek 
o Thompshn Creek, but the land-

slide had blocked it. 
"That waa probably a (U.S.) 

Forest Service cut." said 
F•eeger. He works out of the 
Applegate Ranger Cistrict of the 
Rogue River National Forest, 
part rf the Forest &swine, 

"That mates this kind of tract-
lc," Mager continued His CreW 
spent moat ot this week working 

ea trolls, but had a free day 
Thursday. So ae sent the troops 
out alter receiving a call from 
the neighborhood ditch associa-
tion. 

ArneriCorps is a federally 
funded puolie-service program 
esiahlIshed oy Congress e year 
ago under the advice of PTesident 
Clinton 

The Oregon part of the pro-
gram started up in September, 
and an estimated 300 aspiring 
students acruSS :he state are tak-
mg part. 

Enterprising workers 5etween 
thc ages of is and 25 can bola 
their coniffitsi:ry Inn earn mone'Y 
for sch001 through the program. 

The Southern Oregon tcam 
works out of the Rogue River 
Na.„ional Forest, and fall under 
the public land arid environment 
part Of ArneriCorps. Recent pro-
le--.43 included surfacing a trail 
around Uppar Table Rock m Feb-
ruary. 

Participants, about IS tatxl, 
worn Ir. a 10 oneretir long pro 

Budget 
cuts. loom 

Some funding for tbe 
AmeriCorps program could 
be cut under part ot a %cries 
of ft.14.15LOCI,9 gomg dirough 
Congress, 

Julie McGregor, press 
secretary for Sen. Mark 

'Hatfield R.Ore., said 
among spending reduotlena 
;.}1e Senate is considering, 
tbe AmeriCorps program 
cculd be cut aacit to the lev• 
ala of dm 1994 fisoal year 
That moans $210 million out 
of tbe $571 millien budget 
cOUld dIsappear. 

Local AmeriCorps 
administrators said it was 
tch early to say hoe tic cuts 
would affect be grogram. 

gram, During that time they live 
ot the Smr Ranger Station a the 
Applegate di-5134m 

They receive a stipend of 
S7,660 and, at the end of their ver• 
-rice, a $4,725 " seholarsbap "  slat-
ed to ctay for future ecrucation or 
pay off a student loan. 

For 20-year-old Amethyst 
Black cf Mcdford the program 
means she can go to colmge, 
which she ?lopes to do in Texas 
sometime after completing ner 
stint, 

"I wasn't going to be able 10 

get a job that wv.ild pay for 
school," Black said. "I didn't 
isave any money at all to pay rar 

sebool. I worked at IHOP and 
that wosn't going anywhere at 
all. 

Now I can go to scrawl." 
Another team member said be 

nejoyed finding oat how to beep 
the environment Taking a Drysk 
from Learirg out the drainage 
ditch. John Maguire, a 34-year-

otd AreeriCorps member frorn 
Voeth Ca.-suns, card tto 1111d 
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to provide water passage to ktegi 
fish alive. 

',rot.,  to ion,. araar," U•gpurs 
-This is going to bring cooler 
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• 
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said. "I didn't know about that 
stuff Were. so I'm learning. 

"I'm learaing how tu work 
harrl tro,  I know thst ;Or sum,"  

)rIaguiro added. "I think this pro-
gram givcs you a .ot of disci-
pline. It luso givcs you a real 
good wort ethic." 
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Amar1Corps worker Robin Read, 19, ot Ashland, helps clear a landsflde Thursday, : 
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Disasters drain Red Cross 
Fire and flood emergencies 

are exhausting resources at the 
local American Red Cross chap-
ter. 

In addition to opening two 
evacuation shelters in Jose-
phine County for flood victims 
this week, the organization has 
provided shelter, fOod, clothing 
and emergency medical assis-. 
tance to six local families who 
have lost their homes to fires in 
the past 30 days, officials re-
port. ' 

Two local Red Cross volun-
teers were to leave late this 

morning for the San Francisco 
area in an emergency resource 
vehicle to help flood victims in 
northern California, drawing 
flirther from local resources. 

Contributions are urgently 
needed to help cover expenses, 
said Liz Knips, health director 
for the local chapter. 

Contributors should make 
checks out to the American Red 
Cross Disaster Relief Fund and 
send to the American Red Cross 
Rogue Valley Chapter, 60 Haw-
thorne $t., Medford, OR 97504. 

For more informatlon, call 
779-3773. 

Mail Tribune 
Serving Southern Oregon & Northern Calffornia 
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Applegate release boosted 
Water will cover 
some bridges by 
this afternoon 
By BILL KETTLER 
of the Mail Tribune 
) A rainstorm expected tonight 

could swell Rogue Valley rivers 
arid s., -ems, but forecasters said 
they expected less rain than the 
deluge earlier this week. 

Several days of heavy rains 
prompted the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers to release extra water 
from Applegate Lake today, as 
residents of the Rogue and Apple-
gate valleys braced for rnore wet 
weather. • - 

"I du.-.'t think we're going to 
have anything the rain we had 
Monday," said David Spector, of 
the National Weather Service. 

Since Sunday, a total of 1.26 in-
ches of rain has been recorded at 
the Medford-Jackson County Air-
port, and a total of 4.42 inches in 
Grants Pass, according to the 
Weather Service. 

Spector said several storms are 
expected to pass through the re-
gion by the weekend, bringing  

snow to the mountains above 
5,000 feet. 

Releasing water now from Ap-
plegate Lake will allow the dam to 
continue to control' potential 
flooding during the rest of the 
winter, said Ken Olson, project 
manager for the Corps' Lost 
Creek and Applegate (farm.. .J• • 

Olson said flows in the Apple-
gate River would rise to about 
3,000 cubic feet per second by this  

afternoon, covering some low-
water bridges. He said water re-
leased from the dam may bring 
the Applegate near the top of its 
banks, but should not cause any 
flooding. 

"We will not cause the river to 
get bigger than bank-full condi-
tions," Olson said. 

Olson said Applegate Dam con-
trols flooding by collecting water 

see RELEASE, Page 4A 
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during high streamflows and then 
gradually releasing it. He said 
flows into Applegate Lake briefly 
rose to 10,000 cubic feet per sec-
ond on Monday, while the river 
flowed at just 1,660 cfs near Wild-
erville, downstrt...am ofthe dam. 

Olson said fut.ire weather will 
determine how long it will take to 
draw the lake down to its flood 
control height of 1,889 feet above 
sea level. The lake was 24 feet 
above the desired flood control 
level on Tuesday. 

Releasing extra water at those 
levels probably will not cause 
problems for fish, according to 
Chuck Fustish. a fisheries biolo-  

recalled that high water isolated 
his mobile home before the darn 
was built. 

"The dam saved me," Christie 
said. 

Olson said strearnflow measure-
ments this week showed far great- 
er rainfall ln the Applegate basin 
than the area drained by the 
upstream tributaries of the Roguc 
River. Rogue River flows into 
Lost Creek Lake increased onl‘ 
about 1,000 cfs on Monday, while 
flows into Applegate Lake were 
rising by up to 10,000 cfs. 

Heavy rains in western Jackson 
County this week have triggered 
some erosion problems in the area  

gist with the Oregon Department 
ofFish and Wildlife. 

Fustish said eggs of fall chinook 
salmon are incubating now in 
gravel along the river bottom. 
Those eggs could sufler if flne 
sediments and silt clog the gravel, 
but that would be unlikely unless 
streamflows rise to about 8,000 
cubic feet per second, he said. 

Several residents of the area 
below Applegate Dam said they 
preferred the minor inconveni-
ence of high water to a full-blown 
flood. 

"I would have water around this 
mobile home right now," said 
Thomas Christie, who lives on 
Lower Applegate Road. Christie  

burned by the Hull Mountain fire 
last August. A crew from the 
newly created AmeriCorps na-
tional service program has been 
building erosion control struc 
tures in the burned area nea 
Ramsey Road, north of Gold Hill 
said Mindy Martin, of the Rogui 
River National Forest. 

"The whole mountain is comin, 
down," said Martin, who visite' 
the 10-person work crew Tuesda 

Martin said the crew has buil 
small "check dams" and othe 
erosion controi structures, tryin 
to slow runoff on barren hillsides 

"It's a 10,000-acre mudhole 
she said. 
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AmeriCorps working in county 
_ Making $4.23 an hour plus 

$4, 700 scholarship bonus 
By CAROL ANGLE 

ln President Clinton's 
State of the Union msuage, he 
said AmeriCorps has many 
more participanta than the 
Peace Corps ever did but most 
Americans don't know what 
it ia. 

in Alfalfa County, it is the 
whine of chainsaws at work 
in a grove of old trees. lt is 
young people working for 
scholarship money. 

AmeriCorps is the now na-
tional service progrtm, a 
domestic Peace Corps. Par-
ticipants an paid 24.23 an 

, hour for 1,712 hours of work 
(10 months) and earn a bonus 
of 34,700 in scholarship 

, money. They can be in the 
program for two years; that is, 
if Cortgreu continues the pro-
gram for a second yur. 

For the last few weeks, an 
AmeriCorps unit has been 
working through the Okla-
homa Soil Conservation Ser-
vice on sheltarbelts in the Jet  

arta. The crew is completing 
three conservation projects 
for Dean Campbell and Kyle 
Campbell. 

Anthony Lovelace of Alva 
superrises a crew of three 
men and four women. 
Lovelace is a graduate of 
Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University and has a 
master's in agriculture edu-
cation. 

Robert Dotson el' the 
Natural Resources office 
(former SCS) in Cherokee 
said he and a state forester lo-
cited the sites, tben the 
forester wrote the windbreak 
restoration plan and forest 
stewardship plan. 

At the Campbefl shelterhelt 
one mile north and one mile 
west ofJet, the crew is rejuve-
nating an old stand of three 
rows of trees which had been 
planted to prevent wind ero-
sion of the sandy soil. The 
north row of mulberry trees 

See WORKING Page 3 
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AMERICORPS workers saw through a tree trunk at the Dean Campbell farm near Jet Notice 
the protective gear worn by Chart Marshall of Clinton, on the right Robert Martin of Broken 
Bow, on the left, wort the ume e_xcept he didn't doe the jacket ihr the can 'rut 
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has been trimmed back al-
most to stubs which will grow 
back again. Dead limbs were 
cut from the other two rows. 
Some of the trunks and limbs 
were made into firewood 
lengths for Campbells. All the 
smaller limbs and brush 
were arranged in a row down 
the length of the shelterbelt for 
wildlife habitat. Then a row 
of cedars will be planted on 
the south side. 

The project is cost share 
with the landowner paying 
one-half the cost of the trees 
and a fence which the corps 
will build to keep cattle away 
from the new seedlings. 

The AmeriCorps workers 
are paid by the federal gov-
ernment. 

The project is headquar-
tered in Woodward although 
Some of the workers live in 
Alva. They have to provide 
their own housing. Each day 
the crews have been driving 
from Woodward and back as 
part of nine-hour days so they 
have short work days in 
Alfalfa County. They have 
every other Friday off. In bad 
weather, they find alternate 
work to do in the Woodward 
area. 

After the corps was orga-
nized last fall, these seven 
people started working near 
Mutual, then on a farm near 
Woodward, then they came to 
Jet. After they finish here, 
they plan to go to Arnett. 
Their ten months will be up in 
June. 

Interviewed individually, 
all the participants were en-
thusiastic about the program 
and about how it has given 

them an incentive to go back 
to school. 

Robert Martin of Broken 
Bow said he wants to become a 
state park ranger. 

"I was interested in 
AmeriCorps because my mom 
told me that my grandpa was 
in the CCC in the 1930s. I 
wanted to see what kind ot 
work he did," Martin said. 

The CCC was the Civilian 
Conservation Corps of the de-
pression years. In that pro-
gram men traveled to work 
camps and lived in barracks 
or dormitories while they 
worked for a low wage. CCC 
veterans have said it kept 
their families from starving. 

Amanda Squires of 
Norman said she learned 
about AmeriCorps from the 
newspaper. "I applied, inter-
viewed and was accepted. I 
want to go into environmen-
tal science," Squires said. 

Leslie Woldridge of 
Watonga also learned about 
the program through the 
newspaper. "I plan to go into 
wildlife management. I 
started to be a vet but I've 
changed my mind," she said. 

Charl Marshal of Clinton 
is hoping the program will be 
continued another year. "I 
want to go into environmen-
tal studies, teaching, making 
people aware about natural 
resources. We have seven 
years to use the scholarship. 
They get you in here and edu-
cate you. It gives you a little 
push and some money. We 
need some cleanup in 
America," she said. 

Rick Freeman of 
Woodward explained how the 
program works and said, "I  

plan to do some type of botani-
cal science. I want to make 
the world a better place." 

Mary Ager of Woodward is 
36 and is raising three school 
age children as a single par-
ent. She said AmeriCorps is 
giving her a chance to switch 
her life around. 

"With this year's money, 
I'll pay off an old federal 
loan. It is a good opportunity. 
I'm a recovering alcoholic 
and I've worked at various 
jobs. I m interested in 
wild]ife and forestry," Ager 
said. She is original]y from 
North Dakota. 

She too hopes the program 
can continue a second year. 

Bryan Farrell of 
Woodward, 18, graduated 
from high school last spring. 
A friend of his mother heard 
about AmeriCorps and told 
him. 

"I had quit a job I had with 
a freight company. I had been 
working for them for three 
years but it interfered with 
school. I p]an to go to Southern 
Nazarene College in Bethany 
and major in elementary ed-
ucation or environmental 
awareness," Farrell said. 

Counseling is available to 
the participants to help pre-
pare them for college. 

Across the U.S., 
AmeriCorps members are 
working on all kinds of pro-
jects, including helping im-
munize infants, tutoring 
teenagers, working with the 
ill and elderly and restoring 
natural resources. 

For information about 
AmeriCorps National 
Service, call 1-800-942-2677 or 
TDD 1-800-833-3722. 
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hopefully enhance and com-
plement existing organiza-
tions to provide valuable 
information on resource man-
agement. Miller has a mas-
ter's degree in conservation 
and outdoor education. Prawl 
has a master's in social work 
and Steele brings a degree in 
anthropology to the team. 

Eastman said their variety 
ofperspectives will help to add 
a different, less-technical view 
of resources and their impact 
on local communities. 

Locally, the three people 
working for Americorpe are 
well-educated in a variety of 
backgrounds. 

Nancy Steele, Flelper, com-
es to the Carbon County area 
from Florida via Colorado. 
She collects economic 
development-related informa-
tion and aesists the South-
eastern Utah Association of 
Local Governments with 
information related to com-
munity development block 
grants. 

Anna Prawl carne from Tuc-
son , A.riz., and wanted to work 
in the Price area for Ameri-
corps after Iiving in Salt Lake 
at one time. She works with 
economic development prog-
rams to research potential 
business expansion and reten-
tion in a rural setting plus 
seeks poasible training for 
entrepreneurs. 

Eldon MilIer, Helper, is the 
only native to the region. He 
does research on natural 
resources indigeonous to the 
area and the local economies 
dependent on them, providing 
important data in layman's 
terms on agriculture, mining 
and tourism for potential 
decision-making on how to 
utilize those resources. 

The group is located here to 

By SCOTT NIENDORF  •i- • 

4 I. Suitt writer i••••' } .,• . 
• . , • • 

t k 4 • •. 
.1  ' I 11 Peeple could say the Ameri-

corps program is President 
Bill Clinton's domestic Peace 
Corps. 

Taking a page from the 
international program, Clin-
ton has geared up the Ameri-
corpa program to provide 
opportunities to give people a 
way to give back to their 
communities. 

In the four-corners region of 
tho western United States, 
there are approximately 40 
Americorps members working 
tngether in different capaci-
ties to efficicntly develop or 
protect the area's resources. 

Six individuals in Utah are 
under the direction of Kresha 
Enstman of Green River, who 
oversees the Americorps prog-
ram through her position with 
Castleland Resource Conser-
vation & Development in 
Price. 

Three Americorps members 
work out of Monticello and 
three work out of Price. They 
receive a stipend for living 
expensea and a voucher at the 
end of their service, good for 
continuing higher education 
studies or to help pay off stu-
dent loans. 
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The program geared up in 
September and the team 
members should be working 
at fulI speed in early 1995. 

One of the valuable 
research goals the Americorps 
members would like to accom-
plish ie to study resource man-
agement plans of various local 
entities, from cities to county 
agencies, to understand and 
explain their management, 
plans and how they all 
interrelate-- seeking to find 
common goals. 
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Eastman said they will also 
work with city managers to 
help identify issues and pro-
jects which could benefit the 
people at large. 'This is a won-
derful opportunity for our 
communities," shc said. 

• 

4 . 
.4% 4 ! , . 

•. • • • - , 
From left, Efclon %ler, Nancy Steele, Anna 
Prawl and Kresha Eastman (front) comprise a 
team of researchers working locally in the 

national Americorps program to promote the 
interests of the four-corners region. 
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Top: The author (set-am:gram lefi) and team "Tiler camp' on the Olympic Peninsula 
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Spike Camping & Other Thrills on the Olympic Peninsula 

AmeriCorps: Getting Th.ings Done 
By Cisme Ude • Photos by Enk Kvdaar 
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Welcome to the first year of AmeriCorps, a federally-
funded program designed to help our communities and 
environment through "national service" (a la the Peace 

Corps). This gives a chance for young people to give (and 
receive) education and job skills, while devcloping a sense 

of pride in the nation in which we live. For the public, this 
means upgraded 

campgrounds and trails that 
conform with the American 

Disabilities Act, an improved 
logging economy through 
pruning trees for selective 

lusnbering, preservation of 
old growth and endangered 

species with projects like 
habitat surveys, and building 

and installing bird and bat 

• 
- 

• 
O 

-i •••;`,.- • • 

.04.• 

• 

• 
S 

. . . 

• 

i 

. 

j 

• 
• 

boxes. It's a prograrn from 
which all of us benefit — 

environmentalists and loggers, hikers and fishers, Forest 
Service and the volunteers of AmeriCorps. The program is 

nationwide; more than 22,000 people are involved in 
programs set up across the US, doing work in a variety of 

ficlds: environmental, public safety, education, and human 
services. The AmeriCorps morto is "getting things done" 

— and that's exactly what we're doing! 

I
am one of the nuny thousands of guinea 
pigs in this ncw program. I first became 
aware of AmeriCorps from a newspaper 

ad looking k•r peopk interested in environ-
mental issues and willing to work out of Port 
Townsend. My interest quiddy aroused, 1 
called and soon received information and an 
application. 

The Olympic Peninsula prograrn (oper-
ated by the Oregon-based Northwest Youth 
Corps, contracting under the AmeriCorps 
umbrella)„ offered housing ax the Fort Worckn 
Stitt Park, a small living stipend, and a college 
award of $.4,725 after 1,812 hours of service 
— about ten months. lt all soundcd too good 
to be true: Port Townsend was dose to my 
home on Whidbcy Island; I cnjoy working 
outside and have always bccn concerned about 
the environment; I necded a job because I'd 
been traveling for an crtended period, and I 
haven't been to college, so the education 
award was appealing. 

After sending in thc atensive application 
and enjoying a positive preliminary phone 
interview, rny next month wa.s spent hovering 
expectantly over thc phonc. As time dragged 
on, though, I became convinced I hadn't 
gotten the job; I spent my hours pestering and 
complaining incessantly to my parenn. imag-
ine their relief when, rwo weeks before the 
job's suning date, the call came asking me to 
report to Fort Worden on Novcmber I . The 
call was followed by a brief note. describing 
what to bring and where to go on thc first day. 
My next two wecks wcre spcnt frantically 
paclUng, re-packing, and running around 
buying new things (a new )ob means it's time 
to shop, right?). 

The day finally came vihen I tcok the ferr 
ova to Pon Townsend OD begin our first tvr 
weeks of orientation. I still believe dui fin 
impeessions are important, but I no longe 
believe they're always accurate. The AmeriCorp 
volunteers that showed up that day were s 
diverse, I had my doubts as to whether any o 
us had amythingin common. There were hugc 
intimidating people and petite people whi 
looked like a gust of wind would blow then 
over there were shaved heads and hair to the 
waist, loud, high-energy peopk and quiet mice 
in the corner. How could we redly expect to 
work and live together? 

Wc were taken up to onc ofFort Wordcn's 
old houses, whcre all 40 of us were to live. 
Perhaps predictably, some of our first lesson 
were in conflict resolution and spacc manage 
merit. We had to figure our special hours fo 
the hackey-sack players to do their thin 
without disturbing the readers and sleeper 
downstairs; quiet hours in thc evenings were 
and sometimes still arc, a major source c 
conflict. Keeping the kitchen and the com 
mon room.s clean, too, was a problem at first 

Orientation was a good tirne for us c, 
scope out potential probkms and get then 
solved. We had many workshops on func 
tioning togetha as a team, developing kadrt 
ship skills, and maintaining equaliry — ks 
sons that hdp a diverse group live and wor 
together efficiently. Wc also played a lor c 
'get to know each other' garnes; wc too, 
several field trips — exploring Port Townsen• 
and Fort Worden, traveling co nearby range 
staUons, doing trash cleanups, and taking 
couple hikes to learn about old-growth forest 
and resident animals. Our firsc two week 
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Jurv to 
seE3K 
Nydrant 
Igrant 

• 
)yOHH )OHN ST. ORES 
Doily News Pa Writer 

-The "Jeff Davis Parish 
Police" Jtuy is expected to 
take action Mxt Wednesday 
to participate in a federal 
grant 'progra.  that will 
supply each parish in Loui-
siana . with pi dry fire 
ktydrarita.--t„". 

,,*Drylixttrarits are nee;pres-
*wised pipe sYstarni panne-
neatly, installed in existing 

ponds and streams 
, • e ii.readY means 

_ !upply to a tank . ,  
0, 

.th. Jurig ligenda 
_ meeting - Thuy, Jim 
Nevin of the Imperial Calca-
sieu Resource Conservation 
an* Development 
Inc, and Dominic Beggan, af 
Arneritorp, coordinator of the 
dri -.0,1tydrant • program, 
explained the project 
' ,Trailbleaer Olesource 
cl iw )Uri on Page ICA 

I 
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JENNINGS DMLY NEWS, JENNINGS, LOUISIANA, FEBRUARY 3, 1995 

Jury  
Conservation and Development 
Office in Ruston is in the final 
stages of obtaining the federal 
&rids to install the hydrants 
across the state. The contracts 
should be signed by the end ci 
this month and the materials 
should be delivered during the 
summer. 

Imperial Calcasieu RC&D 
Office will oversee the distribu-
tion of the dry hydrant mater-
ials,* said Beggan. 'Technical 
assistance during dry hydrant 
site location will be provided by 
the local Natural Resources 
Conservation Service office, 
based in Jennings.' 

Imperial Calcasieu RC&D 
will provide the following 
materials for 35 dry hydrants: 

— 1 dry hydrant head 
assembly 

— 1 ell 
— 2 supports 
— 1 blue reflector 
— 1 strainer 
— 60-feet 5-inches of Sche-

dule 40 PVC 
—1 quart of paint per parish 
— 2 gallons of epoxy per 

7B~1~h 
;r£. 

Prol•ct; 
— Provide a parish-

appointed coordinator, . 
— Provide the labor and 

machinery neeeuary to install 
the dry hydrants; 

— Provide a sign, e.g. "Fire 
Department Fire Hydrant 
Nuntber," 

—Maintain the %rink Le. 
have the local fire artment 
backflush the hydran at lust 
once • year. 

'This project wc:ild probably 
provide a drastic cost savings in 
terms of insurancs premiums, 
because it counts toward 
ratinp,* said Lake Arthurjurer 
Austin "Sonnr Alashire. 

Sponsors for the project are 
the Allen, Beaureprd, Calca-
sieu, Cameron and Jeff Davis 
Parish police juries and the 
Allen, Calcasieu and Gulf Coast 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts. 

Continued from Pogo 1A 
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Joel Berg: AmeriCorps is not 
"another big government give-
away. This is part of a big 
movement." 

AmeriCorps program 
making a difference 
By Mark Watson 
Staff reporter 

ArneriCorps — a voluntary 
service organization that has 
been called the domestic version 
of the Peace Corps — should not 
be a liberal or a conservative 
issue. Joel Berg 3aid Friday. 

"Is it liberal or conservative to 
improve rural fire protection?" 
asked Berg. the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture's National Service 
director. "Is it left wing or right 
wing to improve the water sup-
ply for farmers?" 

One USDA AmeriCorps pro-
gram is designed to build 35 dry 
fire hydrants in each parish of 
Louisiana. A dry fire hydrant 
makes it easier for fire engines to 
pump water out of surface ponds. 

Another program actively pur-
sued in central Louisiana is 
Farm-A-Syst, in which farmers 
learn how to avoid risks to well 
water caused by various agricul-
tural practices. 

In exchange for providing this 
service, each AmeriCorps volun-
teer receives about $12,000 a 
year, plus about $4,700 toward 
college tuition — or has that 
much lopped off his student 
loans. 

Berg delivered a pep talk to 
Louisiana AmeriCorps members 
Friday at the federal depart-
ment's state headquarters in 
Alexandria. 

"This is not just another big 
government giveaway," he said. 
"This is part of a big movement. 
You are proving the doubters 
wrong. 

"The Washington press corps 
is used to the old ways of pork, 
large government programs, and 
not expecting much from citi-
zens, and this is a program that 
only works with citizen involve-
ment. 

"People don't trust govern-
ment, and because people are so 
cynical, that is precisely why 
you are so important. You are 
the link to bring government 
back to the people." 

The program is fighting for its 
fiscal life, as Republican con-
gressmen call for cuts in various 
domestic programs. 

"AmeriCorps is going to live or 
die, not based on lofty speeches 
from people like me from 
Washington, or really because of 
anything we really do in  

Washington," Berg told the 
AmeriCorps members. "It's 
going to live or die based on what 
you do." 

AmeriCorps has made a differ-
ence in Louisiana and the South, 
said Don Gohmert, the USDA's 
state conservationist for 
Louisiana. 

"They've brought a different 
dimension than we were able to 
provide through our ongoing 
programs," Gohmert said. 

"For instance, we are assisting 
with the statewide dry hydrant 
project. We can provide the tech-
nical engineering support, but 
we don't have the resources to 
work directly with all the police 
juries, volunteer fire depart-
ments and local people to tell 
them about what they need to do 
to bring dry hydrants to their 
communities. 

"It's a real assistance to a state 
like Louisiana, where we have 
high fire insurance costs, 
because we don't have fire 
hydrants." 

Reducing the sprn2d of fire fur-
thers Gohmert's mission to con-
serve soil. Burned forests result 
in more soil erosion. 

In another program, 
AmeriCorps member Aminul 
Mahfuz, based in Pineville, helps 
communities build timber 
IF Please see PROGRAM, D-2 

Metro  
litxanbria Bang EOtrn talk 

ANNEMIMINP 
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Rural areas may get fire hydrants 
By Kari Beebe 
Staff reporter 

A Rapider Pariah Police Jury 
committee took preliminary 
steps Tuesday to loin a program 
designed to bring fere hydrants to 
rural areas. 

Through the program. materi-
als for 35 dry hydraots would be 

at no con to the parish L'rTtin Valley Resource 
Conservation and Development 
District in Natchitoches. 

fle Police Jur-y would be 
responsible for providing *gulp-
aent and labor for Meaning the 
hydrants. 

Tressa R. Lantz, an 
AmeriCorps participant repre•  

senting the district, told jurors 
that a dry hydrant is a non-pres-
surized pipe system which is per-
manently installed in a -Lake. 
pood or stream in areas not ser-
viced by other hydrants. 

Theee hydrants can be used as 
alternate water sources for vol-
unteer flre departments in rural 
areas and also for road mainte-
nance work, sbe said 

If the jury agrees to take part 
In the program. Twln Valley 
would provide pipes, hydrant 
beads and strainers for 31 sites 
around the parish, Ms. Lantz 
sabL 

Money ter the materials is to 
be provided by a grant from the 

• 

state Department of Natural 
Resources, abe said. although the 
contract for this heading is still 
being finalised. Deanne the con-
tract has yet to be completed, Ms. 
Lantz could 1104 comment on the 
amount of funding the state will 
preside. 

Once finalized, however, the 
money would be allocated to 
Trallblazer Conservation and 
Development District in Ruston. 
which b coorellnadng the project 
statewide. 

Twin Valley is handling the 
p in 15 parishes. includ-
ing Ms. Lantz said 

The jury's Fire. Rural 
Development and Agricultural 
Affairs Coounittee pe.seed a reso-
lution in support a the project 
and named Juror Richard 
Billings. committee chairmen, as-
coordinator of the project for the 
pariah 

Billings said he would be 
putting together a committee of 
rural and VIM lire chiefs in the 
parish to come up with plans for 
the program. 

He also said that tbe parish has 
been pursuing a system of dry 
bydrants for rural areas since  

11192 when a map of potential 
locations was put together. - 

Ms. Lantz explained that the 
1,92 program was contracted 
with a different coordiaMor and 
that tke pregrain has now beim 
changed to Trailblazer. 

In other matters. the Federal 
Programs Committee beard a 
proposal from Jury President 
Myron Laws= for a grasaroots. 
letter-writing campaign ha oppo-
silken to ;imposed cuts in federal 
funding to Job Training 
Partnership Act programs mid 
food smd nubition program 

Lawsou said these proposed 
cuts in social progra.ms would 
most hurt "the young, the poor 
and tbe needy." 

Terry Bounds, parish director 
of JTPA programs, said the 
newly elected Congress has 
launched* "feeding frenzy" on 
social programa 

with the euia. the JTPA's mum-
'ter proven couM lose 508 to ON 
jobs for young people, Bounds 
told jurors. 

He also pointed out that federal 
funding for JTPA program 15 
years ago waa .6 million. That 
sum is now down to $2 million, 
and with the proposed cuts. could 
fall to )Qs( over $1 million. 

In light of the detrimental 
impact the cuts could have to the 
parish, Lawson urged other 
)urors and the public to take part  

tn the letter-writina campaign. 
In environmental esetters. th 

Grant Coordinating, Personne 
and Civil Service Comities 
heard a report en parish rec, 
cling front coordinator Randall 
Moore. 

Mrs. Moore said the city a 
Pineville la in its fourth week t 
a new curbside recycling pt.( 
gram Rod is averaging it ton 
per week. This amount coul 
double once commercial bus 
DOSIOS begin addle( their real 
adds niateriala to the program 
she =A 

In soother environmental cue 
cern, Albertia Roahto of th 
Tlogs Rovironreental Actlo 
Committee read a proclamatto 
from bar organization before tb 
Public Health and Liaise, 
Committee. 

The proclamation stated the 
the organization is not anti-bus 
nem or anilindusts7. but tbat 
la agsinst any commercial ewe 
prise that seeks te treat. dote c 
dispose of hazardous material 
or that has lo be permitted by ti 
state Department a 
Ravironmental Quality fret 
loading le Tiara. 

In other matters, the corneal 
teei discu.ssed creating a ne. 
Police Jury logo, giving the ores 
dent authority to lame proclaim 
dons for eveeds and I 
recognize outstanding citizens. 
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THE ELK NEWS, GREER COUNTY, OKIAHOMA, MARCH 20, 1995 

Oldest Shelter Belt Honored 
NaNr_*rYB4 £_ • 

SBEELTERBELT - This Forest Stewardship sign was 
recently unveiled at the nation's oldest sheltecbelt 
site in Greer County. Pictured, from left Leonard 
Graumann, directoetd the Greer County Conserva-
tion District Buddy tranford, president of the 
Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts; 
Nancy Deaver, director of the Oklahoma Community 
Services Commission; State Rep. Jack Bonny; U.S. Rep. 
Frank Lucas; and landowner Pat Curtis. 
More than 200 people attended 

a celebration in Greer County on 
March 17 rnarking the 60th 
anniversary of the first 
shelterbelt planted in the nation. 

U.S. Rep. Frank Lucas, rnany 
state senators and rep-
resentatives, conservation 
agency leaders, Civilian Conser-
vation Corps alumni, AmeriCorps 
members and area residents took 
part in the ceremony. 

The shelterbelt was planted on 
March 18, 1935, by CCC alumni 
and others. Louise Phillips of 
Chevy Chase, Maryland, wife of 
the late George R Phillips, was 
on hand at the anniversary 
celebration to recognize the con-
tributions of her husband and 
the continuation of that work by 
local mernbers of ArneriCorps. 
George Phillips planted the first 
Australian pine in the shelterbelt 
and was also the first state 

Twenty USDA-Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
ArneriCorps members are 
currently working to renovate 
and restore shelterbelts and 
windbreaks in western Oklaho-
ma by removing dead and 
diseased trees, clearing out 
debris, piling brush foe wildlife 
habitats and replanting rnore 
desirable tree species in selected 
areas. Three teams cornprise the 
20-member corps, with eight 
members housed at the Wood-
ward office, six at Mangum and 
six at SentineL 

Project partners include NRCS, 
Oklahorna Conservation Cornrnis-
sion, Oklahoma Association of 
Conservation Districts, Oklahoma 
Department of Agriculture-
Forestry Services, and the 
Oklahoma Departrnent of 
Wildlife Conservation. Each 
agency was recognized at 
banquet ceremonies in Elk City 

forester in Oklahoma. • on March 16 for its contributions. 
* - ' - -------------------------



NORTHERN WATCH, THIEF RIVER FALLS, MINNESOTA, FEBRUARY 11, 1995 

AmeriCorps 
will help at 
Winter Shows 
' AmeriCorps National Services 

Organization enrollees will work 
with the Red River Valley Winter 
Shows at Crookston during the 
Winter Shows February 11' - 20. 
AmeriCorps members, wearing var-
ious symbols of their national ser-
vice program, hope to provide n-d-
ed help to ensure that events run 
smoothly. 

In addirion to helping out the Red 
Rlver Valley Shows organization, 
AmeriCorps will have booth space 
exhibiting AmeriCorps inforrnauon 
arid descnptions of the projects cur-
rently in progress in northwest 
Minnesota. 'These include the 
Conservation Outreach projmt sta-
tioned out of Warren, Crookston. 
Red Lake Falls, McIntosh arid TWin 
Valley; the Agassiz Recreation Trail 
project out of Thief Riva Falls and 
Twin Valley; and the Ag-Waste 
project out of Thief River Falls. 

AmeriCorps will give a short pre-
sentation at the Education (Emu) 
Seminar located in the educational 
Area on Sunday, February 19 at 
11:30 a.m. during the Winter 
Shows. • - ' " . 

If interested in le.arning mart 
about ArneriCorps and what mem-
bers are doing in this area or find 
out how to help out with one of the 
prOje-L- ts. stop by the AmeriCorps 
booth at the Winter Shows, contact 
the local Natural Resonrces Con-
servation Service (formerly Soil 
Conservation Service) office to get. 
further information. 
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Fuel load project to begin in 
Traverse Creek Watershed 

3 

A team of Americorp members have 

been assigned to the United States Depart-

ment of Agriculture, Natural Resource Con-

servation Service, formerly thc Soil Con-

servation Service. Their mission: to reduce 

fuel loads in potentially critical forest lands. 

The local team covers the area encom-

pissing El Dorado, Nevada, Placer, and 

Amador counties. The program is part of 

President Clinton's pilot Americorp legis-

lation, with projects of community service 

and a motto of "getting things done." The 

program has been called the Domestic Peace 

Corps. 

The team members, headquartered in 

Placerville, are working on the Traverse 

Creek Watershed located in the Georgetown 

area. The participants will identify land-

owners and then set-up community meet-

ings and workshops. They will assist in 

formulating individual plans according to 

the various desires and needs of land use 

from limited timber harvest to wildlife habi-

tat. They will also help devclop incentive 

programs and assistance funding. 

District Conservationist _Tim Kimmel has 

two Americorp members to assist work 

through his office: Aleta Apgar, a conser-

vation educator, certified teacher and former 

viticulturist, and Jcsse Haramati, a civil 

engineering candidate in a joint University 

of California Santa Cruz-Berkeley Program. 

They work cooperatively with El Dorado 

County's Georgetown Divide Resource 

Conservation District and Soil Conserva-

tion Service. 

As a team they unite their efforts with 

Cliff Heitz, Auburn's District Conserva-

tionist, and his representatives: Geologist 

Carol Rutenberg and James Newman, a 

wildlife management Humboldt State Uni-

versity graduate. Two other team members, 

Christi Lyn-Maison, an agronomist, and 

Althea Brusin, an agriculture science gradu-

ate from Cal Poly, work under the tutelage 

of Grass Valley's District Conservationist, 

Ron Zinke. The project coordinator is Bob 

Roan of High Sierra Resource Conserva-

tion and Development Area. 

The anticipated success of this project 

will minimize the impact of inevitable wild-

fires. Successful implementation of this 

program will generate more Ahieticorp 

volunteers and inclusion of more water-

sheds in the fuel load reduction program. 

The aim of this rural land development 

project is to demonstrate a model of com-

munity interaction, cooperation between 

federal and state and local agencies and 

private landowners. The reduction of fuel 

loads and fuel ladders to reduce possibility 

of catastrophic wildfires is one of the most 

critical environmental issues currently be-

ing addressed in the foothills. 



, AT A GLANCE , 

The findings of a recent Pittsfield central business 

district survey include: 
III The district had 674 employees — 482 full-time and 

192 part-time. 
MI Employers classified the workforce as 54.9 percent 

white collar and 45.1 percent blue collar. 
II Seventy-one of the 111 establishments surveyed are 

owner-occupied. Forty rent or lease the property. 
III Retailers represented the largest group of employers 

with 26 — or 23,4 percent of the total. 
III Five commercial establishments — Kientzle Shoe 

Store, the Pike Press, First Bank, Farmers State Bank and 

Alexander Lumber — were established prior to 1900. 
• Forty-nine of the businesses surveyed were established 

since 1981, with 26 coming after 1990. 
• Fifty-nine percent of the non-residential structures were 

rated in good to very good condition. Forty-nine of the 
buildings had the original facade. 

IN The district has 602 on-street parking spaces and 629 
spaces in parking lots. s 

The Quincy Herald-Whig ILLINOIS Wednesday, January 18, 1995 Page 7A CI 

Pittsfield survey findings ̀ significant' 
By Deborah Gertz 
Herald-M*9 Staff Writer 

PITTSFIELD, Ill. — Look at 
downtown Pittsfield as an em-
ployer, and it's the largest one in 
Pike County. 

The downtown area has 122 
businesses, churches and fraternal 
organizations and 674 employees, 
based on findings from a recent 
central bu.siness district survey. 

"That's significant," said Robin 
Hendley, the city's economic de-
velopment director. 

"I had no idea there were that 
many businesses in that small of 
an area and that many employ-
ees." 

The survey, done by Hendley's 
office and two rural development 
team members from the Ame-
riCorps program through Two 
Rivers Resource Conservation and 

' Development, looked at a nine-
block area bordered by Memorial, 
Jackson, Jefferson and Fayette 
streets. Interviews were done with 
111 — 90.9 percent — of the 
establishments. 

"I don't see how you can de-
velop any kind of strategy without 
data and information to base it 
on," Hendley said. "It's a good  

baseline, something good to start 
with." 

Business owners/managers 
were asked about the product or 
service offered, the year es-
tablished, employment levels, 
classification of employees and  

use of upper floors. The survey 
also looked at structural roof and 
facade condition and use of 
basements. 

"It gives you a lot of informa-
tion," said Mayor Rick Conner. 
"Who knows what some of this  

data will be useful for at a later 
date?" 

The survey, for example, could 
help the city look at parking 
needs, Conner said. "If the traffic 
patterns continue, the city could 
look at public/private partner-
ships ... leasing parking for cer-
tain hours."  

Conner also pointed to the 
number of businesses established 
since 1990. 

"Eight or 10 years ago there 
was a downswing in the core area 
of the community and the council 
became aggressive in promoting 
the downtown area. Now it's 
showing its full effects," he said. 
"I think we have an extremely 
solid downtown area compared to 
most communities our size." 

Business owners and rnanagers 
also take pride in their buildings. 
"Over 50 percent of the buildings 
are in good to very good (condi-
tion)," Hendley said. "They do 
take care of them." 

Many business owners and 
managers offered comments and 
suggestions about the downtown. 
'Thirty people were very happy" 
with the area, Hendley said. 
"That's a real good sign." 
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AmeriCorps: making a difference 
Of the 46 teams as-

signed to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture 
(USDA) under the 
AmeriCorps program, 
South Carolina is host-
ing three. 

AmeriCorps is the 
new service initiative 
described by President 
Clinton in his inaugural 
address and put into 
operationshortlythere-
after. - 

Sponsored...by goy74; 
ernment agencies,: 
AmeriCorps provides 
opportunities :for' a di-, 
verse group of members 
from varied ages and 
backgrounds to serve 
their country while receiving educational 
awards and vocational training in return. 

In exchange for their year of service, the 
participants receive a living stipend, educa-
tional awards for college or vocational train-
ing, basic health insurance, and, in some 
cases. child-care allowances. The program 
also benefits theparticipants by giving them 
lasting skills, experiences and training in a 
diversity of subjects. 

Of the three teams serving in South Caro-
lina, the Rural Economic and Community 
Development Service (RECD) was granted 
15 members to concentrate on the south-
western Lowcountry ofthe state. U.S. Forest 
Service (USES) received five and Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
received 20. 

Based in Greenwood and Newberry, the 
NRCS put its first group to work on public 
safety and community development. They 
spent six weeks on a road inventory in 
Edgefield County, creating a spreadsheet 
database ot data that supplemented an up-
dated road map of the county. 

The second Greenwood group spent four 
weeks on a stream coding project to upgrade 
the state's ability to gatherinformation about 
the quality of streams, rivers and lakes. 

Another group conducted a grassland sur-
vey in Abbeville County, while a final group 
visited 16 farms to conduct water-quality 
surveys in Newherry County. 

The RECD teams are concentrating their 
services on the southwestern Lowcountry, 
while the USFS members are centering on 
Williamsburg County. 

Qualifications 

and communication enhancement. 

USDA 
Overall, there are more than 20,000 

ArneriCorps volunteers in this service initia-
tive designed to odrejsubp.mtior*, 
in, the areas .of educatiotihuniii servire;: 
•public safety and environmental needs fr6m 
. 

k- a community perspective. 
The United States Department 

culture received almost half of the 2-,500' 
AmeriCorpt slets awarded to federal agen-

4' cies, Of these, the 40 members assigned to 
: South CaroIina are carrying out their as-

signed task. 
USDA wall set wiry .Coagress as - 

. "pe. 9ple'Atteparpeept to ecquite among the 
pfople-of_thei United States useful informa-
tion on subjects connected with agriculture. AmeriCorps volt:stews John E. Mown' Et, and Karen Kinard 

test livestock lagoon waste water. 
and to procure, propagate and distribute 

j ;.: !eUSDAdCOnliue!H . 
mC|JSDAO YiS d 7 
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7361 !! 

from the project areas or nearby counties. 
Mostly college and profesniotud school 
graduates, the . members' expertise is 
matched with theneeds of the rural commu-
nity they serve. 

The teams work to empower comnaini-
ties to help themselves by developing local 
leadership needed to assure .community 
planning activities that help- them reach 
their goals. 

These volunteers learn skills in commu-
nity and coalition building, strategic plan-
ning, environmental protection strategies 
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Education backgrounds vary for the 
AmeriCorps team members who are either 

22 
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School program features fuel reduction 
As part of the comrnunity Communica-

tion Program for Fuel Reduction, the Edu-

cation Coordinator for Americorps, Natu-

ral Resource Conservation Service, Aleta 

Apgar, has presented a series of ecosystem-

therned workshops to explain to students 

grades 5-12 in El Dorado County the basics 

of fire safety in our wild Iand-urban inter-

face. 
The presentations are aimed at helping to 

reduce catastrophic wildfires in our county 

through community education. The public 

school system currently endorses both cross-

curriculum learning and community aware-

ness. The education program emphasizes 

things each student can do now to be aware 

and help address this critical issue in the 

Sierra Nevada foothills. Sharing with peers, 

adults, and teachers the components of fire 

safety at home and in our forests an impor-

tant facet of the series of presentations. 

Reducing catastrophic fire is a goal with 

which all of us can agree. The problem is 

being addressed by agencies on the federal, 

ctate, and local level, one of the issues 

where we are seeing couperation between 

private landowners and governrnent agen-

cies. 
El Dorado Unified l I igh School was the 

first school to be involved in this program. 

Camino Opportunity School. Ponderado, is 

lining up a schedule fur March. Sierra Ridge 

has expressed an interest in scheduling pre-

sentations The Pollock Pines area was tar-

geted first to coincide with a community 

action project co-sponsored hy the KCD's 

Mark !licks, U.C. Cooperative Extension's 

Bill Frost, and the District 2 Supervisor, 

Ray Nutting . 

On Saturday, Feb. 11 there was a coop-

erative effort W make two lots in Sly Park 

Hills a fire safe demonstration model. 

Later in the Spring, Forest Service Rep-

resentatives are willing to do a school pre-

sentation to coincide with the Mormon 

Emigrant Trail Fuel Break Burn as part of 

the series' thrust to expose students to the 

high risks and prevention measures in our 

region. 
An outdoor environmental education 

component, a casual vegetation survey of 

the sites is also offered as part of the pro-

grain. By law, schools have fire defensible 

space, but students do not necessarily un-

derstand what this entails. Their own schools 

are a good starting place. 

In conjunction with the goal of making 

the Traverse Creek Watershed Fire safe it is 

hoped (he prograrn will expand to the Rlack 

Oak Mine Unified School District Schools. 

Any interested teachers in El Dorado 

County wanting to schedule presentations 

Or desiring more information should con-

tact Meta Apgar, Americorps, NRCS. 415 

Placerville Dr., Suite M, Placerville, CA 

95667, phone 622-1410. 
• ., 

It In better to have 
old, lecomihand dia-
mond" than iMile nt nll. 

—Mark "hvniti 
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AmeriCorps in Four Corners 
AZTEC — Four AmeriCorps work-

ers have set up shop in the Natural 
Resources Conservation and Develop-
ment office in Aztec, N.M., while nine 
more are working with the Council of 
the San Juan Resource Conservation 
and Development in Southwest Colo-
rado. 

AmeriCorps engages diverse 
groups of Americans in performing 
service to meet human, eiwironmen-
tal, public safety, and educational 
needs in return for vouchers for edu-
cation, vocational training, or loan re-
payment. 

The Department of Agriculture is 
running three types of AmeriCorps 
teams — an anti-hunger team, a public 
lands and environmental team , and a 
rural development team. There are 
1200 workers in the various programs 
at 42 urban and rural sites nationwide. 

The Aztec contingent is made up 
of Ana Gomes, a natural resource spe-
cialist from central valley California 
specializing in environmental anthro-
pology; Erick Aune, a natural resource 
specialist from Detroit specializing in 
natural resource development; Laura 
Horochowski, an education informa-
tion specialist from Missouri special-
izing in fine arts.They will be focusing 
on San Juan, McKinley and Cibola 
counties. Anothe Americorp member,  

Shantel Farnsworth, is working for 
Rural Economic and Community De-
velopment, formerly known as the 
Farmers Home Administration. 

Nine AmeriCorps members are 
working with the San Juan Resource 
Conservation and Development, the 
USDA Forest Service, Re0on 9 Eco-
nomic Development Distnct of South-
west Colorado, the Southern Ute Tribe, 
the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe and the 
San Juan Forum. 

Region 9 is up-dating its Overall 
Economic Development Plan. One 
worker, Amy Callard, a graduate of 
Colorado State University with a mas-
ters degree in business administration 
and an undergraduate degree from 
Fort Lewis ColleFe, is up-dating data 
through information gathered from the 
Colorado Census Bureau, the National 
Census Bureau, the state office of the 
Division of Local Governments, 
County Clerks and Chamber of 
Commerces. 

The information will be offered to 
the public in written form, and through 
the San Juan Basin's new telecommu-
nications information system, SCAN, 
the Southwest Colorado Access Net-
work, 259-9350. The information is 
accessed by a computer with modem 
and a telephone line. 

• 
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Learning to make it in life 

Participants from the Greater Jackson Youth Service Corps inspect a 
horse trail they cleared in the Blenvllle National Foreat near Hillsboro. 

Brian Albart Sroom / The Clog Ion Ledger 

The youths provided the labor needed for the national forest including 
trail clearing and other maintenance. 

Service corps helps at-risk young people 
• The program allows 
enrolees to earn a diploma 
while learning to work. 
By Mary Jafferson 
Clarion-Lodger Staff WrItar --

It'a far from a dream workweek: 
25 houra at minimum wage and 15 
hours of volunteer duty, mtich of it 
heavy labor. 

But for about 60 young people 
like Eric Jackson, their toil is noth-
ing compared with their reward. 

TODAY'S EXTRA 
Jackson, 20, is a member of the 

Greater Jackaon Youth Service 
Corps program. In ita fifth year, 
the corps is an educational pro-
gram for at-risk malea and females 
16-23. While earning their high 
school equivalency diplomas, 
young people acquire self-esteem, 
pride in their community and good 
work and study habita. 

"The whole program is such a 

learning experience," Jackson 
said. "It is not like anything l have 
ever been involved in. It is wonder-
ful. The people over the corps real-
ly make sure you understand what 
you need to in onler to make it in 
life." 

The service program has three 
facets: 

III The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture's Anti-Hunger Corps. 

III The agriculture department's 
AmeriCorps Public Lands Corps, 
part of.the initiative signed into 

law last September by President 
Clinton. 

NI The Urban Corps. 
Jackson, a participant in the 

Public Lands Corps, said the pro-
gram not only provides him a 
chance to improve his character, 
but gives him support he needs to 
continue his education. 

"We work the young people for 
one year on various community 
service projects," said Alfred Mar-
tin, Greater Jackson Youth Ser-
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,ice Corps executive director. "Al-
. hough each site has different. pro-
t ects, our misaion is all the same. 
1 Ne want these young people to be 
: he best they can he." 

Members of the Urban Corps 
tsaveled Monday from Jackson to 
tForest to work with the Public 
'Lands Corps at Bienville National 
Forest. The workers are improving 
23-mile Shockaloe Trail for the 
spring arrival of horseback riders. 

The two groups went to south 
Jackson Wednesday and will be 
there again today to work on demol-
ishing a vacant building and clean-
ing the lot at 5020 Gertrude Drive. 

Public Lands Corps program co-
ordinator Richard Dolan said corps 
members always make him proud. 

"The attitude is always real 
good," he said. "They are all hard 
workers, and one day they will be 
able to bring their children to some 
of the sites they have improved and 
say, 'See, Junior, I did that.' " 

He said one of the more impor-
tant projects his land corps com-
pleted was restoring an abandoned 
building marred by graffiti and va-
grants. 

"They got in there, cleaned it up 
and painted it," Dolan said. "The 
Scott County Board of Supervisors 
was so pleased with the initiative 
and the work that they donated the 
building to US for the next five years. 
The young people deserved that." 

Dolan said before any work pro-
ject, students are briefed on the goal 
and method of accomplishment. He  

said when tools are to be used, class-
es are held to teach safety and prop-
er use. 

"They have worked very well 
here," said Laura Garrison of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture's 
Forest Service/Bienville National 
Forest. "We have even pulled them 
off this to do other projects." 

Garrison said Monday's work 
moved slower than usual because 
urban students weren't familiar 
with the terrain. She said the stu-
dents adjusted well and the groups 
together did an exceptional job. 

"The object is to develop team-
work as well as social interaction 
among the rural and urban corps 
members," Martin said. "I think 
there is nothing they cannot do. If it 
addresses the mission, we will go for  

it. They have probably done about 
100 projects each year, everything 
from planting plants to helping se-
nior citizens with maintenance on 
their homes. 

"The Urban Corps members even 
helped the Jackson Police Depart-
ment stencil addresses on houses in 
the Georgetown area." 

The students, who are paid bi-
monthly, will have completed 1,700 
hours of work at the close of their 
program term. Each student will re-
ceive $4,700 to go toward college or 
to pay back a Ed udent loan. 

Jackson said tbe program offers 
many intentives, in addition to 
helping members receive their Gen-
eral Education Development certif-
icates. 

"They have taught me to respect  

myself and others as well, and I am 
thankful for that. Being a part of it 
gave me a chance to redeem myself," 
said Kenneth Walker, 19, who was 
the first Urban Corps member to re-
ceive hie high school equivalency 
diploma this school year. 

Members attend classes each 
weekday morning before doing com-
munity service projects in the after-
nonn. — l'hey are being taught things 
from life skills and parenting skills 
to how to work well with others," 
Martin said. 

Mark Evans, 19, in the Public 
Lands Corps for about six months, 
said the program has "given me the 
confidence I needed to do better. 

"The program has really turned 
me around. I am headed in a much 
better direction now." 
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COVER STORY POLY POST, CAL POLY POMONA, POMONA, CALIFORNIA 

AmeriCorps: Volunteers for America 
By Mara Caitlin Roche 
Poly Post Reporter 

AineriCorps, the "brain child" of . President Clinton, has 
been in the news lately. Republican members in Congress, 
notably Newt Gingrich, have recently mentioned it as a possi-
ble target for funding cuts. But, what you might not know is 
that there are four full-time ArneriCorps members here at Ca1 
Poly. 

In the ArneriCorps application, Clinton states, "Through 
national service, you can help lift up America. There is so much 
to be done today, including teaching children to read, caring 
for the sick, and keeping our streets safe and our parks clean. 
Through ArreriCorps, you can help make America everything 
it ought to be—a nation where all our citizens, whatever their 
backgrounds, can live up to the fullest of their potential." 

The four students interviewed have had positive experi-
ences with working for AmeriCorps, though they are con-

cerned about possible cutbacks to the organization, due to the 

congressional opposition. 
"There is funding for the first two years [for AmeriCorps]. 

We are trying to establish a tradition of excellence so 

AmeriCorps can continue," said Jami Fisher, a senior in 

Landscape Irrigation Science. "Because this is the first year—

we do need publicity. We're a lot like the Peace Corps—but we 

deal more with the community." 
The group is currently working on a project for the Morongo Indian 

Reservation, helping that community with a flood-water control project. 

"We are able to provide the additional labor and technical assistance 

needed on projects like this," said Fisher. Fisher said that projects such as 

this would normally have to wait months to get off the ground if the extra 

assistance was not available through AmeriCorps. 
Additional projects this past year have included developing waste-

management plans for dairies and environmental improvements for area 

high schools. . . 

"We are working with ppg,high school,,developititp 'demonstration 

garden' of native plant.% 0fil sieeci, kicky soil," said Fisher.,• • ' ' ' -•, Ing some, apmuctliequeStioriable suppon.in Congrss for. 41q ?MN Mem- • 

"There are people who think it costs too much money, but it has bipar-

tisan support in Congress and it's a high priority for the president," 

Rominger said. 
HopefUlly, students such as Fisher, Diep, Nguyen and Gonzalez can 

show those in Congress that the work they do does make a difference. 

long tradition of great citizens—men and women of every race and reli-

gion who come together to build up our communities and our country." 
When asked how he felt about the diversity of AmeriCorps, Kevin 

Nguyen, a junior in civil engineering, said that he thinks it is important 

because, "lt's not only friendship that we exchange, but we exchange our 

cultural backgrounds as well." 
"Communication is a key to everything. Well, we've managed to work 

in groups, and handle problems—we manage to achieve power in a 

group," said Adrian Gonzalez, a senior in Agricultural engineering. 
Last week, the group had a surprise visit by Richard Rominger, acting 

secretary of Aviculture. He fielded questions from the students, inclOd-

••;• "The prOgnim is good for community service," šaid Tai Diep, a junfor 

in Civil Engineer major. When asked to explain the difference between 

Poly Corps and AmeriCorps Diep said, "They are both developed to help 

the community. But the focus is different for AmeriCorps groups; Poly 

Corps deals mainly with community service." 

In the application, Clinton continues, ". .. through national service 

you will learn things that money can never buy. You'll join America's 

. . 
1,:i:rnrIrfnrre.. • 
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ArnerICorps members 
promote conservation 

&martCorps otatobon, cow tamed u Sazotay Sol Savor and Weedy Water, will vidt Spofford 
Elonuotary to Fiatitroan toot 10 a.m. to 1:33 p.m lock7 
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Group tracing pioneer paths 
By Wiliam Saunders 
Sten Writar 

Several groups are woricing to make U.S. 25E aod 
U.S. 11W kito a tourist attraction for Tennecsep 

The Tennessee Wiklerneis Road will trace historic 
pioneer paths that follow the current routes, as wen as 
highlighting area food, lodging and entertainment sites. 

"We havc a Ica o( families that came through here 
years ago when the area was being founded, and now 
people come through here looking 0 trace their roots," 
said Mary Russell, Cliich-Powe esoirc 
Conservation and Developineat (RC* - Americorps. 

The road begins at Elizabethtown, , 
Rogersville and ends at Cumberland Gap. "We're plan-
ning a map of the Wildeniess Road with historical sites 
on it. as well as food, lodging and a range of other 
items," she added_ The map is scheduled to go to print 
June l. 

Ibe goal of tie road, she said, is to highlien tbe his-
torical significance of the area, as well as 10 bring in 
tourism. 

"Our main goal is historical nicest:I-vatic:a." she said. 
"We've been writing grants to preserve different sites 
along tbe road. Also, the road will brim visitors to the 
area wilt appreciation of the historical areas of 
Tennessee, inchanng but not limited to Daniel Boone." 

-Tlie main tail win attract visitors here initially, and 
offshoots from the trail win get than into surrounrfing 
counties," said Liady Turner, Clinch-Powell RC&D. 

"Our main goal Is historical 
preservation. We've been writing 
grants to preserve different sltes 
along the road. Also, Me road will 
bring visitors to the area with 
appreciation of the historical areas 
of Tennessee, including but not lim-
ited to Daniel Boone. " 

. —Mary Russell 

Area counties that wonld be directly affected by the 
Tennessee Wilderness Road win be Claiborne, 
Hawkins and Grainger. 

The road program came about through the combined 
efforts of Clinch-Poweil RCM), Northeast Tennessee 
Tourism Council, Frst Tennesiee Development District 
and Middle Fast Tennessee Tourism Cooncil 

Russel said tbe program was based on similar roads 
in Virginia and Kentucky, suck as the Daniel Boonc 
Heritage Trail in Kentucky. Such roads have been 
proven io help boost economies in tbe communities 
through which they pass. 

Woad signs marking the trail are not in place, but 
Russell said they will be posted at a later date. 
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AmeriCorps assists Northeast Tennessee rural communities a 

AmeriCcrps is"gettingthings 
done" in Northeast Tennessee. 
Seven members of this new do-
mestic peace corps have taken 
on the challenge to address hu-
rnan and environmental needs 
in NortheastTennessee commu-
nities. 

AmeriCorps members re- 
cently helped serve meals at the 
Ilaven ofMercy inJohnson City. 
This was one of many cornmu-
nity service projects they will 
undertake this year. 

Amy Crumley and Billie 
Barlow are two AmeriCorps 
members based in Johnson City. 
They arepart ofthe U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture's (USDA) 
Rural Development Team. Di-
rected by the USDA-Forest Ser-
vice, they are working in the six-
county Appalachian-Northeast 
Tennessee Resource Conserva-
tion & Development (RC&D) 
Area, which includes Carter, 
Greene, Johnson, Sullivan, 
Unicoi, and Washington coun-
ties. The Rural Development 
Team's objectives include assist- • 
ing rural communities with eco-
nomic development and natural 
resources conservation. 

Crumley and Barlow are as-
sisting the RC&D Council with 
new and ongoing projects. They 
are coordinating conservation 
education programs for elemen-
tary and high school students 
and organizing and promoting 
recycling and hazardous waste 
coTlection programs. They are 

also developing promotional 
materials for a local tourism 
council. In addiCon, they will 
assist the RC&D Forestry Com-
mittee with a wood waste as-
sessment. 

The other five AmeriCorps 
members in Northeast Tennes-' 
see are also part of the USDA 
Rural DevelopmentTeam. Their 
projects are directed by the Farm-
ers Home Administration in 
Greeneville, Mountain City, and 
Sneedville, and the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service 
(formerly Soil Conservation Ser-
vice) in Morristown. 

In addition to their assigned 
projects, the seven AmeriCorps 
members in Northeast Tennes-
see work as a "cluster" on com-
munity service projects of their 
choice. Several membersrecently 
helped serve meals at the Haven 
of Mercy in Johnson City. The 
cluster also plans to work on a 
streambank protection project 
and would like to help with hous-
ing construction for those in need. 

The ArneriCorps National Ser-
vice Program is a grassroots ef-
fort to solve the problems facing 
communities across the nation. 
The AmeriCorps ethic is embod- 
ied in four phrases: gettingthings 
done, strengthening communi-
ties, encouraging responsibility, 
and expanding opportunity. The 
program offers Americans of all 
ages and backgrounds the op-
portunity to serve their country 
and earn education awards in  

return. Members serve a limited 
term of nine months to a year. 
They receive a living stipend, 
and at the completion of service, 
they are awarded an education 
voucher for payment of tuition or 
outstanding student loans. 

The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) pro-
hibits discrimination in its pro-
grams on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age, 
disability, political beliefs and 
marital or familial status. (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.) Person s with disabili-  

ties who require alternative 
means for communication of pro-
gram information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.)should con-
tact the USDA Office of Commu-
nications at (202) 720-5881 
(voice) or (202) 720-7808 (TDD). 

To file a complaint., write the 
Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D.C., 20250, or call 
(202) 720-7327 (voice) or (202) 
720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an 
equal employment opportunity 
employer. 

• . 
• 

• 

• 

• 

- - - 

- 

AmeriCorps member Amy Crumley, sponsored by the U.S. 
Forest Service, has been assisting in the preparation of 
meals to those in need at the Haven of Mercy in Johnaon Citv. 
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Clinch Powell Development Council 
employing AmeriCorps participants . 

RUTLEDGE — Thc Clinch-
Powell Resource Conservation 
arid Dcvcloprnent Council has 
employed six AmerlCorps Par-
ticipants. 

AmeriCorps is Presldenl Clin-
ton's national service initiative 
that allows young people to 
earn money for school and loan 
repayments while serving 
critical needs in their commu-
nities. The Clinch-Powell RC&D 
AnieriCorps are sponsorcd by 
the United States F'orest Service 
arid Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service to aid the rural 
community. 

The positions they are filling 
arc Environmental Education,  

Solid Waste and Recycling Spe-
cialist, Recycling Spcciallst and 
a Specialty Rccrcatlon and 
Tourism team. Participants will 
be working in lhe five counties 
served by the Council. Those 
counties include Claiborne, 
Grainger, Hancock, Hawkins 
and Union. 

Sarah Buchanan is serving as 
the Environmental Education 
coordinator. Buchanan will 
work in (he schools conducting 
various programs and activities 
which include solid waste edu-
cation, a clean waler program, 
Conservation Camp. 
Envirot lion and Teacher 
hiservice Workshops. Olher 
activities will include 
newsletters to area schools, 
publicity of the environmental 
education program and lhe 
environmental resource library 
maintained by the council. 
Buchanan holds a BS degree in 
Agriculture Communications. 

Liz Upchurch is serving as the 
Solid Waste and Recycling Spe-
cialist. Dutles will include devel-
oping exhibits and displays, 
assisting solid waste boards, 
education and a promotion 
campaign to increase recycling 
and waste reduction, develop-
ment of a Buy Recycled cam-
paign and integration with the 
Keep America Beautiful coordi-
nator and environmental edu-
cation activities. Upchurch is a 
recent University of Tennessee 
graduate in Geography. 

Mikhail Delong. Mary Russell 
and Jeremy Williams are 
serving as the Specialty 
Recreation and Tourism Team. 
While serving these individuals 
will be evaluating and  

establishing a loin ism base for 
the five counties scrvcd by lhc 
council. Thc formation of a 
regional advlsory committee for 
tlie project and working with 
established tourism 
committees wlll be the basis of 
developing a long range tourism 
development plan. Russell and 
Williams hold MS degrees in 
Geography from UT and Delong 
is a gcography graduate from 
U.T. 

Stcve Karnitz will be serving 
as Recycling Specialist for the 
Recycling Marketing Coopera-
tive for East Tennessee. RMCET, 
locatcd in Knoxville serves 
thirty-four East Tennessee 
counties. Karnitz will be work-
ing on the inventory and 
database management of recy-
cling programs, program design 
and materials management. 

Recruitment of members and 
education of the public con-
cerning market and promotions 
of recycling in terms of solid 
waste management will also be 
addressed by the participant. 
Karnitz Is a Tennessee Techno-
logical University graduate In 
chemical engineering. 

ArnerlCorps participants are 
assigned to work 1812 hours 
and are eligible to serve for two 
years. Call the RC&D office at 
828-5927 or 828-8354 to find 
oul more about the AmeriCorps 
prograin. 

"The AmeriCorps program is 
helping RC&D to meet impor-
tant needs in the communities 
we serve. The talents of the 
ArneriCorps workers and their 
dedication to community 
service is an exciting addition to 
our programs." reports Lindy 
Tut ner, RC&D Coordinator. 
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AmeriCorps succeeds in S.D. 
By ROBERT PORE 
OR 114 PLAINOW4 

Despite attacke by Hoose 
8peakar Newt Gingrich as "co-
erced volunteerism,* President 
Clinton's AmeriCorps prograrn 
has been a success in South Da-
kaa, said an official of the Natu-
ral Resairms and Conservation 
Service. 

"It has made a difference with 
the communities that have been 
working with the environment 
here in South Dakota; said 
Joyce Watkins of Huron, who is 
the director for the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service 
ArneriCorps team. 

Last September, nine Heron 
residents were sworn in as mem-
bers of AmeriCorps, a national 
service organization. 

Among the members of the 
Huron team art: Brad Bader,  

Jeffrey Dronen, Jim Hansen, 
Neal Hm, Jason Kleinsasser, 
Michael Migge, SheIli Meehan, 
Kendra Sargent and Refry Zihl-
man. 

'rwenV AmeriCorFe 1114:44 went 
allocated for NRCS m South Da-
kota, Watkins said. Currently 
there are 18 AmeriCorps mem-
bers, nine in Huron, four in 
Brookings and five in Mitc}wll. 

In Clinton's budget, he's pro-
posing to inaease funding to the 
AmeriCorps program. He would 
boost the number of participants 
from 20,000 currently to 47,000 
by the end of the 1296 
year, boosting the funding fot 
the program's parent agency by 
$290 million. 

Sixteen of the 18 AttteriCorps 
workers receive $7,760 for 1.700 
hours of cornmunity service, 
Watkins said. The other ti)  

members will receive $12,000 for 
their supervisory responsibility. 

The wakers also receive free 
health care and a $4,728 educe-
tional voucher for one year of 
work. The $4,728 can be used kr 
college, vocational education or 
to pay off college loans. 

Also in South Dakota, there 
are AmtriCorps members work-
ing on the Rosebud Reservation 
and on a YMCA program in the 
Timber Lake arei, Watkins maid. 

'The AramiCorpe members 
working outside or Huron have 
been involved in conservation 
work designing and building 
parian areas by planting tress 
and helping in etrearn bank rta-
biHzation; Watkins said. 

She said ArneriCarps members 
have also been collecting infor-
mation for the USDA's Natural 

AMERICORPS / page 8 
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1 1  

ars, mics also has air Para% 
Team Program, with members 

ng mere than 10,000 
of volunteer service to the 

field of conservation work-
Watkins aid the NRCS wID 

be aeeldorgirg? retteYtt With 
. . 

ters the ArneriCorps 
AmeriCorps teams across the 

Oeuntry work in a variety of pro-
grams including anti-hunger, 
public lands and environment 
and rural development. 

Watkins said her agency wfll 
be working with the Consoli-
dated Farm Service agency and 
the Rural Economic and Com-
manila,  Development agency on 
future AmeriCorps predecta. 

'What's Important is that the 

=L kr giving the Ameri-
imbers a manse of per-

sonal satisfaction in the work 
they are doing,' she said. 'They 
also learn the value cf commu-
nity service.' 
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Colin Close of NRCS, knecling, shows Doug Buttke and his son Danny how to use tbe 
ammonia test kit. 

March 30 cut-off date far first-tiine assistance 

Dairy Owners Check Out Ammonia Test Kits 

1 FAQM 
_pp 

March 1995 Volume 6, Issue 8 
The official Farm Bureau newspaper that serves Sonoma and Marin Counties  

% 

Kits from page 1 

lems and do what we need to do to avoid 
future problems." 

Appointments arc still being made for any 
dairy farmer interested in learning to use the 
amrnonia test kit. Telephone calls to arrange 
for first time appointments will be taken until 
March 30, although follow-up appointments 
will be accepted at any time. 

Visits made, come rain or shine, are free 
and confidential. For more information call 
Colin Close or Julie Maggi at the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service's Santa Rosa 
field office, (707) 575-1409. 

The AmeriCorps members wish to ex-
press their gratitude to Doug Buttke, Jim 
Kehoe and Jack Dei, Jr. for their active com-
mitment to the water quality issue and for 
their consent to use their names for this 
article. 

As thc water from the rclcntlcss January 
storms drai ncd off the land, AmeriCorps mcrn-
bers Colin Close and Julic Maggi donncd 
rubber boots and hcadcd out to visit three of 
Sonoma County's dairies. Working out of thc 
Natural Resources Conservation Service in 
Santa Rosa, thc two AmeriCorps mcmbcrs 
have made themselve.s availablc to train dairy 
farmers on how to use ammonia test kits. 

The CHEMetries kit, which produces test 
results on location in just a couplc of minutes, 
is used to.analyze the arnount of ammonia 
contained in a water sample. The dcrived 
results enablc dairy opcrators to locatc any 
potential problems. As dairymcn Doug 
Buuke, Jim Kehoe and Jack Dei, Jr., werc the 
first to a.sk for a.ssistancc in learning how to 
usc the ammonia test kits, they wcrc among 
thc first to receive onc of the ten tcst kits that 
were gcncrously donated by thc Gold Ridgc 
— — — 

So far, all of thc dairy farmers that havc 
bccn introduced to thc ammonia tcst kit were 
happily surpriscd to find the kit quick and 
easy to use. lt was also viewcd by each dairy 
operator to be a valuable tool to help better 
manage their dairy. 

The test results may be a rewarding testi-
mony to the timc, moncy and cnergy invested 
in improving watcr quality upon a dairy. 

Dairy owner Jack Dei, Jr., ha.s made yearly 
change.: in management practices to better 
improve his operation. Says Dei, "Using the 
test kit is very valuable because now when I 
makc changcs I can monitor thc improve-
ment of the water quality." 

Jim Kehoe, the dairy manager of Saint 
Anthony's Dairy, says of thc watcr quality 
issue, "It's a tough subject that needs to bc 
addressed, but it all can't bc done overnight. 
Wc havc to work togcthcr to solvc the prob-

CARTICLE 1; photo 
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Mangum Shelter Belt 
Was America's First 

- itN Pttab LA16-6,11 Lwow 

AmeriCorps volunteer Brent Smith, 24, of Sentinel 
packs dirt around a red cedar seedling as that will 
be part ol a windbreak. 

By Lillie-Beth Sanger 
Lawton Bureau 

CoL Frank H. Shepard remembers 
well the blowing sand and dirt that 
gave Oklahoma a place among the Dust 
Bowl states in the 1930s. 

Shepard, 75, of Midwest City also re-
members the efforts in which he partic-
ipated to conserve the soil for Oklaho-
ma farmers by planting trees and 
reshaping farml Inds. 

"The sand hai blown so hard it had 
covered up all the fences," Shepard 
said. "Yoti couldn't find the fences. You 
couldn't find the farm implements. ... 
You could actually see the soil mov-
ing." 

At the time, he became part of the 
Civilian Conservation Corps' move-
ment to plant rows of trees — railed 
shelter belts — to serve as windbreaks. 
for the farms losing soil to erosion. 

CCC volunteers planted 2,000 miles  

of shelter belts in Oklahoma alone, as 
well as others from Texas to the Dako- 
tas, said Dwain Phillips, a public af-
fairs specialist with the National Re-
sources Conservation Service in 
Stillwater. 

Their efforts helped put an end to the 
Dust Bowl, he said. 

The first shelter belt in the nation, 
located near Mangum, was planted 
March 18, 1935. It still has the same 
trees, along with a few new ones. 

On Friday, Shepard and other for-
mer CCC volunteers, state conserva-
tion officials and members of the 
AmeriCorps volunteer service program 
will celebrate the 60th anniversary at 
the shelter belt. 

The Mangum shelter belt, one of the 
larger ones planted, is about 12 rows of 
trees thick and provides the windbreak 
on an isolated field surrounded -by shel-

See TREES, Page 2 
From Page 1 

ter belts on all sides. It also shelters wildlife, 
from deer to turkeys. 

Pat Curtis owns shelter belt No. 1 and re-
tnembers her husband, the late Horace Curtis, 
telling stories about helping plant the wind-
break to stop the blowing sand, which they 
called "sugar sand" because of the way it 
moved. 

Curtis' father opened his land to the radical 
shelter belt idea amid skepticism from other 
farmers, Pat Curtis said. 

"We were in a drought. There was no rain 
coming in," and farmers didn't think the trees 
would live, she remembered. "Some of the 
farmers didn't want to give up their land." 

But Horace Curtis didn't take his shelter 
belts for granted, said Pat Curtis, noting her 
husband's protective attitude in taking care of 
the nation's first one. 

"The years have taken some of them, but 
those that are left are those that were planted 
60 years ago," Pat Curtis said. "That's some-
thing. For that, he just didn't want it de-
stroyed." 

The windbreaks aren't hard to spot on Okla-
homa's landscape. nevs are planted in rows 
and line edges of fields. Smaller trees are plant-
ed on the outside, the larger ones closer to the 
field to provide the greatest protection. Fuller 
trees, like cedars, often fill in gaps. 

And if you stand inside one on a windy day, 
you can hardly feel the breeze. 

Sixty years after "No. 1," a new group of 
workers is renovating shelter belts in western 
Oklahoma as members of AmeriCorps, the na-
tional service nrogram irmlemented last vear  

student loans and to learn more about the soil 
conservation side of agronomy, his major at 
Cameron University in Lawton: 

Since Septeinbei," he has cleared debris, 
chopped down,licad Weis' and prepared the 
ground for .plan,ting onel. , i - 

The alielter!bewhge Sitio worki At Moon-
light Farm ilex'.  Sentinil:owned by Rusty Rig-
gin, now has just one row of tall trees because 
high winds last summer destroyed many of the 
others. 

Smith and his work crew began planting two 
more rows of red cedar seedlings last week. 

"It feels good to actually see what we've ac-
complished," Smith said. Newer windbreaks 
contain three to five rows of trees, unlike the 
first one's 12 or so. 

Many farmers take the windbreaks for grant-
ed because they were planted so long ago, said 
Linden Haygood, district conservationist for 
the Conservation Service in Mangum. 

"They've been here forever, and a lot of times 
they (farmers) don't care for them the way they 
should," Haygood said. 

He said that since the AmeriCorps program 
began last fall, more have asked for their 
names to be added to the waiting list. 

The shelter belt celebration will begin at 10 
a.m. Friday. The 20 AmeriCorps program mem-
bers in southwest Oklahoma, all, working 
through the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
will be recognized, and U.S. Rep. Frank Lucas, 
R-Cheyenne, and Paul Johnson, chief of the 
Conservation Service, will be among the speak-
ers. 

A lunch will fnllnw 
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PARTICIPATE IN COMMUNITY MEETING: Residents concemed about the future of Holly Grove 

attended a Monday night meeting to discuss community issues. Mayor Lula Tyler and Americorps 

Coordinator Renee Spurlock spearheaded the program. Participants listened to the concems of the 

new mayor and then signed up to work on committees in various areas. Committees will be focusing 

on the issues of health care, crime and drugs, city beautification, education development, economic 

development, and recreation ond tourism. The individual committees will meet on February 13 

starting at 6:00 p.m. at the Holly Grove City Hall. For more information about serving on a committee 

contact Lula Tyler or Renee Spuriock. 
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Twenty AmeriCorps members 
have been working hard for the past 
two weeks to complete a Wilderness 
campsite for the children at John de 

AMERICORPS DOES PROJECT AT DE LA HOWE—
An AmeriCorps team, part of a national service initiative, has 
been involved in a project at John de la Howe School in 
McCortnick County. (AmeriCorps pboto) 

• 

- , , - , , 
la Howe, accOrding to an ArneriCorpi ' ' . The Wilderness Program is a very 
newsrelease.Thecampsite will house successful part of the John de la 
a group, of students participating in Howe curriculum. The school Wk. 
thewilderrrs.sProgiamatdelaHowe.11Sseveral wilderness campsites avail-

able for the;,-  program. Ten students 
—occuPX:ractx.camPsitik wifll at la 
- tWo counselors presult at all times.' 

The campsites are very basic, with 
simple gractures and the. essentials 
-ceded 'for survival. 'The 'sludents , 
participate voluntarily '1II the four-
math program,' during -which time 
communication ,.with the 'outsidc 
world is morlitorel..-The students 
:aye the program with a better un-

,derstandine; of themselves -and - the 
earth around them. • rr , 

. , Americorp& is a new natiOnal ser- , 
- vice initiative designed to help the 
-'.•rural communities of America in the ' 

areas of 'education, • human 'savice, ' 

x 

. 

;-.  five. They target a nine county project 
area in South Carolina consisting of : 
Abbeville,"LaufEns, '7Greenwood, 

! Newberry, McConnick, Saluda, Lex-, 
ington, Edgefield, and 'Aiken. 'The 
program is sponsored in these areas ' 
by the Natural Resource Conseryal  , , 
tion Service .()`IRCS) to represent 

. :state and they will be duplicat-, 4 in , 
other areas in the future.) - - 

public safety, and envi9nmental 
'needs from a community perspec." 

THE ABBEVILLE PRESS & MEDIUM, ABBEVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 

AmeriCorps team works 
to complete campsite 

• 
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Crews 
working 
it out 
AmeriCorps gives 
job experience 
By Lee Peterson 
Daily Bulletin 

LYTLE CREEK — They wanted to 
work, and they got what they asked for. 

After a few months of chopping, 
clearing, shoveling and sculpting, the 
parcel behind the Lytle Creek Ranger 
Station is more than halfway toward 
becoming a multihabitat nature trail, 
thankg to a team of AmeriCorps 
workers. 

The trail is just one of several 
projects assigned to the AmeriCorps 
workers hired by the San Bernardino 
National Forest last October. In addi-
tion to the trail, tasks performed by the  

various crews have included restoration 
of fire-scarred wild lands, hiking trail 
maintenance and graffiti removal from 
picnic tables. 

"It's hard work and it's somethjng I 
enjoy," said Barbara Hick.s, a 26-
year-old Bloomington resident, who is 
part of the nature trail crew. 

Hicks, like many AmeriCorps work-
ers, joined the federally funded "domes-
tic Peace Corps" in its inaugural year in 
order to gain work experience and earn 
money Wward education. The minimum 
age for AmeriCorps members is 18, and 
there is no maximum. The enlistees 
serve for one year, with an option of 
joining for one more year. The National 
Forest's crews average age is 26. 

In return for a $4,725 educational 
grant and $4.23 per hour, the workers 
are required to put in 40 hours per 
week, show up on time and put in a full 
day's labor, said Jessie McIntire, a For- 
est Service AmeriCorps team 
supervisor. 

Lazar Jackson of Rialto said he joined 
the National Forest's AmeriCorps 
becau.se he wanted to get more experi-
ence in forestry, as a possible career. 
After almost three months in the corps, 
the 22-year-old said he's getting the 
variety of experience that will help him 
decide exactly what career to pursue. 

Shan.non McCallum of San Bernar-
dino is also part of the nature trail 

See AMERICORPS/B2 

AmeriCorps/from B1 
crew. "I'm looking forward to 
seeing it in five to six years 
down the road when everything 
grows in." 
' McCallum is also thinking 
about "re-enlisting" i.n Ameri-
Corps next year, after this pro-
gram is completed in 
September. 

But mernbers of the Republi-
can majority in Congress have 
mentioned AmeriCorps as a pos-
sible target of funding cuts. 
l On a visit to Lytle Creek Fri-
day, Richard Rominger, the act-
ing secretary of Agriculture, 
was optimistic about the con-
tinuing federal support for Ame-
riCorps, which employs about 
20,000 people nationwide. 

"There are people who think 
it costs too much money, but it 
has bipartisan support in  

Congress and it's a high priority 
for the president," Rominger 
said. 

While there's plenty of sweaty 
heavy labor to do in the 
National Forest, AmeriCorps 
workers have been assigned to a 
variety of federal agencies and 
do a wide variety of work. 

The Inland Empire West 
Resource Conservation District 
has four AmeriCorps workers, 
who are serving in a variety of 
consulting, surveying and edu-
cational roles. 

Administered through the 
U,S. Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service, the workers are 
helping dairies create manure 
management plans, educating 
the public on resource conserva-
tion and consulting on various 
environmental projects. 

Jami Fisher, a Ca1 Poly 
Pomona landscape irrigation sci-
ence major, is going to school on 
a limited basis this academic 
year in order to make time for 
AmeriCorps. 

By working for the Resource 
Conservation District, she said 
she's getting real-world experi-
ence in designing irrigation and 
consulting on other projects. 
That experience will help when 
she starts looking for a job upon 
graduation in 1996. 

"It's not just going out carry-
ing tools and doing the hard 
grunt work," Fisher said. 

The district's other Ameri-
Corps members include two Ca1 
Poly civil engineering students 
and a Cal State San Bernardino 
environmental studies and geog-
raphy Major. 



DELTA DEMOCRAT TIMES, GREENVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, OCTOBER 20, 1994 

; :�MENVtL�E � Ten AmariCorps Joh�n• 
jteers ln: it:ie t>elt;a will spend the. year,lryrng to 
i1J1prove bridges, sewer systems and rt!cycllng 
pr.ovam•.ln an e�ort t.a improve the genorat 
q_uallcy. or.ure. amont rcsid(!nts. 
,)Nfle�qo�.�ls-r�esl�cnt Clinton's. new na­

·lional serv�ca proeram; invo.J.v.tril 20,000 .Am�. 
crJcans,. 17 and :Older. • . : 

Volunteers receive money at the ei;d of the 
year of·1ei;vl��.:whii:h began In September.
. Tbey.-ca_n user the.mpney,_to ,further t.J'letr cdu­
.caUoiia·or.p� ba,:k;nudcnt loans. 
• T.h-, -10 ·vohinteert are- :Stationed throughout
the. Dflta; In Greenville, Gteenw-00di Btltoni, 
Cloveland and StonevUlc, accorcHng:to tum 
leader ca·,sandra McClµre: : • 
: "Ee.eh -mem�iar hu: different obJectlvo,,11 

McClure. nld .. • : • : . :. 
: :- .tn. Groenvlll.�. ror lnstani:e, Wa-nd� Ar· 
.tla&t9ri:·and'.Jcihro Hondonon hopri t:O obtain 
··,r•n·ta(to bel.Pi fun4 local r;ecycling programs 
-•�read,. 1n·�lac!3 Sn W�hlnsto�. lss:aquena
·an� ·Sba�y.counttea. • . ' 
_. •. "W•�r.• warklp& w.lth local leadef;a and pub-
: Uc.omcaalt -J� th�( area· to:expan.d, evaluate 
and ,Work wUh cxls.t1n1 p,:ojCJcts,11 ,4.rrington
. -explill-n.e,ct ·. : · ·: • • • • 

Anotho;;Y��untoor is ari aulsta��-rorcster;

two In Cleveland uo working 011 lilt: 1ww<•1· 
systcrns; :ind lha nalwni lc:1111 i� 1.•v:,l11:11 i 11H 
the satet-y of tlmbo1· bridges to rind Qul whic:l1 
ones need to be nxed, McClure said. 

The Northwost nesl)urcc Co11s<-1·val.iim ;111rl 
D.cvclopmentArc:i in Sloncvilh.i uc:t$ as 1111'
�PC!nsar ror the p1·o"r0m . .Pal'L or ti1u focl,•nrl 
Soil Conservation and Dc.,,olopllll\nl s,•n·i,·,·. 
the non-pront agency works 011 n,ral ckwl• 
opmcmt programs in the Missls�lppi Dell:. . 

Throµghout the year, volunlccr� ul�o hope• 
lO Initiate other projects related f.o �dm·al ic,n, 
p.ublic. sa:rcty and bur.nan and cnvironriw,,t.il
no.ads.

' . 
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Local members of the Arnericciips program toe progressing 
with plans to help establish a wraer system in the northweatcrr 
tsars of Bolivar ecturIly, 

Lebrut:zski Richard and Andrea (lark, Roiiyar County mem• 
hers at the Clinton Adminiaisation's Americo:ix% program. 
WTI:tined that they have heor, going door to Ono( in tht: north-
*stern rural areas of the county to collect information from res. 
iderltS ih their efforts to gel the North Bolivar Coorty Rural 
Wirer Asaccirtine sytern itirop-slarted. 

'•We've  talked to more than 15 people living in the area just 
north of Merigoid to just aonth of Medind Bayou,-  Richay4 sa id. 
'So far, it's been pretty successful. People Rum to hc inicrcstraf 
1r Joining the aueciation." 

Richard exptsined that residcal tiving in this arca must 
pieseetly go through a difficult.tirut tottserning and ex pemive 
PrOrectlitnt atipply therns-eli-ex with a Safe watts supply. 

—MtAt 117Oi itotrietrirrtrS art have additives mostly salt 
— to thair walct tU Nay it," hc said. 'Ilivse ;AIN: es 

20 Or 25 pound bap, and that is ton much for older ' 
r,ra~) homeowners tu haoctit them-eves tvery few weekii.-

Richard Colvoen, Dictrict 3 Supervisor of Bolivar County, 
ex0ainad that the work Clark arni Rkhard art performing is not 
only valunbk tel the water association area. but io the onunty as 
weR 

"Qh, 1 think that this is an excellent deal for the the area; in 
dial we're not having to pay somebody (-Ise to conduct this 
naueli.beeded aurvey," Cotiman said. "/SrKl it% PI. way in givc 
Liebturtski and Arrerce some on-the-Job experience." 

The surveys being coo..Krad by lite Arnorit_mps members 
vital to the application fui grant monies for and natahIlstment ol 
the North nolivar Comity Rural Watti A"ociation, Cok:mar 
*tied. 

Ir.Wit had some areas ..har wore not wen convinced that they 
warace to join the water association,* hc said. " nt i ci w , thrr 
had beer riles-net! in earlier surveys, Bot Antirea and 1.ebrunski 
aro now ceirrasting tfic arta und ttptioi lig the rosier nf folks to 
be included in the association. 

-Moly of rbo Tnemhers have been a bit divrtmticd h-rcsust ^Nt 
bliven't gOtteli oar appticatitIll In the Rural Economic and 
Community Development Folks ye,1-cli oor probirn has been 
that ona ef the REM crit4, irat is that we have Friar to rive th.crs 
per mile signed up. That's wtit 1.4-brunski an? Andrea oar doing 
now otsking sure that we meet these requirements " 

a Amerlcorps, Soo Page 12 
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AmeriCorps 
Continued from 1-B 

know there are good people who 
live in this state. There are a lot 
of positive things going on here." 

Reaching young women with 
a positive message is one of 
Shelly's goals in Natchez. 

I want to tell young women in 
high school that it is nice to have 
a boyfriend, but they need to get 
an education and think of them-
selves, think about their future 
and go for it. If he loves you, he'll 
stay with you. Don't rush your 
life. Do something for your com-
munity. If you do it, will come 
back to you. 

' My philosophy is if everyone 
Vould do one act of volunteer 
work for his community, this 
world would be a lot better place 
to live. We won't have to worry 
about violence or drug problems 
or teenage pregnancy. We have to 
live in this world together, cre 
might as well work together.' 

Shelly credits her parens, 
Andy and Mary Ellen Foutz, or 
raising her in a Christian home 
and giving her a solid foundation 
on which to grow and mature] 

"My dad taught me how to !be 
assertive and not just lay back. 
He taught me not to hurt people 
but to go for what I wanted. ilviy  

mozn taught me to reach for the 
stan. She raised me to be myself 
and to never lose sight of my 
identity. I love my mother and 
have to give her a11 the praise. 
She's the best thing that ever 
happened to me. She's my beo 
friend." 

Shelly said changing the world 
needs to start with changing atti-: 
tudes. . 

'We have become a 'rne: 
nation. If people would stop thetr 
selfish attitudes, reexamine thiii 
lives and think about someone' 
else for a cha.nge, then they could 
lift their neighbors up instead of 
kicking them when they are' 
down." 

She added, "It only takes one 
person to get the spark going, it 
takes one person to get the ball 
rolling. I used to be a pessimistic 
person, but pessimism doesn't 
hange anything. Optimism does. 
i know things can happen if pe - 
ple want them to happen. If I 
make a difference in just one per-
son's life because of my work 
with AmeriCorps, then all the 
work has truly been worth it." 

FOr=0IefOI=ati00Itbe 
AeC0:P8Pr08Ja],Ca]]I80a 
880-JI83. 
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"A Celebration of the Land," held recently at the Blue Creek Nature Center ln Waverly, included about 1,000 Humphreys County third-slxth graders who learned about such things as farming and water conservation. Shown above, front row, from left are Ryan Stewart and Jessica Patterson. Middle: Justin Lamb sitting on 'Precious' the cow, and Jessica Moore. Back: Jerry Lamb, Darrell Duncan and Odell Poyner. 

A Celebration of the Land 
About 1,000 Humphreys 

County third-sixth graders 
were guests at Blue Creek Na-
ture Center April 20-21. 

The two-day event was held 
in conjunction with the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 
Service month long obser-
vance, "A Celebration of the 
LancL" 

Hosted by the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service, 
AmeriCorps and the 
Humphreys Soil Conservation  

District, "Celebrate the Earth" 
gave students the opportunity 
to learn about topics from farm-
ing to water conservation. 

Over 15 agencies and busi-
nesses that deal with the con-
servation of natural resources 
and the environment were 
present with educational dis-
plays and activities. Likewise, 
the students werc trcated to a 
livestock show by local 4-Hers 
and a nature walk on the trails 
of Blue Creek Nature Center  

by volunteers. 
Humphreys County School 

Superintendent Enid Barber 
said, "Celebrate the Earth was 
an outstanding day for the stu-
dents of Humphreys County. 
The students were exposed to 
experiences that ihey would 
normally not encounter in the 
classroom. It was heartwarm-
ing to see the cotrnunity vol-
unteers and various agencies 
join together to Wale the stu-
dents of our cow ." • 



74-4 
. 

,  o• • 
, I 

%.-47 
1 , : - , 

- • - 

= ;#:< 
4 • 

, 

- 4 ; "4- wky7y-.':  , 

. . • .
, '.•• 

. >.- 

. 
{
} 

~~ t   
t•• '  • - 
`4 i 1.;;A: 

0ZCC. 
i• 

'  
, r2i • 
. !h. • lei '4 

•• ' . • - 

. - , 

. , -Os *. • 

k -.~..r -. ~ . 
*• . 

/ . 

— d . 
. 44 • , , 

• _ e 

• 

•s 
- . • • , 

• 
•. 

7 s.-vn. 

• 
. X - r_ 

I  ' 

) 
' • 

i 

• 

- 

- 

,.. ti 
.t ?Ii `. 7, . 

41‘ j . 

Ii; -S-'7—.: 

• 

- . • - 

•.• ' 

• 

• 
. , - 
./-

•e 

l 
: 

I 

t , e • , , 

t 

- 

• 

; 

. 

,.. • 
: • 

• 

-t  
•" . 4 

• 

- . , • • 
—4-, • 

. . • 
;Is 

~; /.: s . 
. ( 

q
~~

jl`
 v' ~-. 

,~/c{~~ }+~ •  Ak...) • 
' 

\111:sp,j 
• * 

. 

- 
• 

• . 

a t 

.  „ t ••••• • • 

••• : 

• 

V 

7 - - 

, 

• 

- 

. 

A. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1-s, • 
••• 

• 

• 

/ 

A 

- 
• - . . 
- 

r-. 
t-

• , 

. • ; 1 
P 

C 4 
. r 

I -'4%t 

• 

iit 

1

0i.- 
, 

"1/4 • 

, I. .2. - 
`ft- - • 

•. 

• . 
\ ' . 

. . . 

er• 

4.4-: 0 
• - 
• 

4 

, Y- 
, 

• 1 1 t  
••••• 0 

, - ' ' - • 

• . 

•• • f 1 

4j 

•C. 4  //I .  

•11, 

• 1 

•. , . 

a . I 0  V 

• 

, —.-  .••• 

-r . 
• 

• 

The Naithez DernocrettKevin Cooper 

AMER1CORPS RALLY: Charleston, S.C., Police Chief Reuben Greenberg talks to a group of teenq 
after speaking at the Americorps Rally on Saturday. 
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Teens hear messages about 
keeping community values 
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By MICHAELA GIBSON become a society of endless excus-
The Natchez Democrat es," Greenberg said. 

A nationally known author and 
police chief urged people attending 
a Americorps Teen Rally to no 
longer accept excuses for crime. 

Charleston, S.C., Police Chief 
Reuben Greenberg stressed the 
importance of a community-value 
system and accountability for 
criminals, instead of blaming soci-
ety for creating criminals. 

"Values are something all of us 
need to pay a little more attention 
to," Greenberg said. "We've creat-
ed a system of no fault crime." 

Gretnberg, who wrote "Taking 
Back the Streets, said that commu-
nities, told the teens and adults 
attending the Americorps rally that 
the community was vital to 
reestablishing values and taking 
away excuses such as lack of edu-
cation from criminals. 

"If we exempt (the criminal), we 

Greenberg and the other speak-
ers talked to teens about the prob-
lems off violence, drug use and 
teen pregnancy at Saturday Ameri-
corps Teen Rally. Americorps vol-
unteer Shelly Foutz-Lowe, the 
rally organizer, said she was 
pleased with the audience's 
response to the rally. 
"The people here have been 
dynamic in their respoAse," Foutz-
Lowe said. She estimated about 
120 teens and adults were on hand 
for the rally put together by Ameri-
corps volunteers from around Mis-
sissippl. . 

"The crowd may be small, but 
the results can be big," Mayor 
Larry L. "Butch" Brown told the 
audience gathered at the Natchez 
Convention Center. 

"It was worth coming out for," 
said Katrina Harris, a student at  

Natchez Middle School. •'More 
people should have come." 

The organizers brought in speak-
ers from different disciplines to 
give the rally participants their 
viewpoint on the problems facing 
teens. 

"As long as we've helped oae 
individual, we're pleased," Betty 
Oliver, state coordinator for U.S. 
Departrnent of Agriculture Ameri-
corps volunteers. 

Foutz-Lowe said she hopes the 
teens who attended the rally will 
continue the dialogue begun at the 
rally. "It's important for them to go 
bome and talk to their parents." 

In addition to Greenberg, Ameri-
corps rally participants heard from 
WLBT anchor Maggie Wade, who 
talked about the importance of 
self-esteem. 

Americorps volunteers from 
Louisiana and Arkansas also 
helped to put oh the rally. 

• 
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lmPrOYebMdBCB.SeWerSYB=mSandrCCYC11ng 
Pr00am8inanefrOrlOjmPrOvelnCBenOrBl 
aUB11WOfli[0aOn%rCBldCn= 
!i7Nn?Rl90 16Ft?Sl¢?at?1i?t0????!N.na 
iiOnaIServlCPrOjmIlnvQ]vU=ZOI000sm 
CrlCanS.17and01der 

rOIUntBe ClvOmOneYatlheeAdOrlhe 
Hea808BervlC?iWnihbe8anlnSePmbe8: 

heYCanUSahOmOneYWCU5UerUelredU 
CB~0 05PAYbaCkE:Udentla 8. 

Tn0]0UilUnOeO BTeBlBtiOnCdU UhOUt 
tnCDeMB.1nGreenvi11e,GTeCnWDOdIBC1=ni. 
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JiiiCOrd|n8tOteBm 

11  RhmCmberh aiNa/entObjeC11vaE:| 
M?aUre41d. : 
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ilreaXlnDIBC?1aW7B111n00P.IBa9UOna 
2n¢Sn YCjU1!eB. 

|We?8WOiWDBWiU1011eadeBndPUb 
11COmElalSlnlh?areataeXPandI aUlW 
BndWDrkW11hCklStin&PrOjCC;Arnn 
eXP!alne0. 

AOtherv01U1110B:iSanBBSiBUn~0[CSterI 

two ln Cleveland are working on the sewer 
systems; and the Belzoni team is evaluating 
the safety of timber bridges to find vut wlii 
ones need to be fixed, MeCluro said. 

The Northwest Resource Conservat tun ;Ind 
Development Area in Stoneville nets as tho 
sponsor for the program. Part of the fecierol 
Soil Conservation and Mvelopinont 
the uon-profit agency works an rural dewl• 
opment programs in thc Mississippi Dctia. 

Throughout the year, volunteers alki how 
to initiate other projects related o 1 11 . 
public safety and human and environment I 
nepds. 6 
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Participants from the Greater Jackson Youth Service Corps inspect a The youths provided the labor needed for the national forest including 
horse trail they cleared in the Bienville National Forest near Hillsboro. trail clearing and other maintenance. 

• 

Service corps helps at-risk young people 
TOpAY'S EXTRA 

learning experience," Jackson 
said. "It is not like anything I have 
ever been involved in. It is wonder-
ful. The people over the corps real-
ly make sure you understand what 
you need to in order to make it in 
life." 

The service program has three 
facets: 

IN The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture's Anti-Hunger Corps. 

III The agriculture department's 
AmeriCorps Public Lands Corps, 
part of the initiative signed into 

law last September by President, 
Clinton. 

• The Urban Corps. 
Jackson, a participant in the 

Public Lands Corps, said the pro-
gram not only provides him a 
chance to improve his character, 
but gives him support he needs to 
continue his education. 

"We work the young people for 
one year on various community 
service projects," said Alfred Mar-
tin, Greater Jackson Youth Ser-

See YOUTHS, 10A 

III The program allow8 
enrollees to eam a diploma 
while learning to work. 

•• 
Jackson, 20, is a member of the 

Greater Jackaon Youth Service 
Corps program. In its fifth year, 
the corps is an educational pro-
gram for at-risk males and females 
16-23. While earning their high 
school equivalency diplomas, 
young people acquire self-esteem, 
pride in their community and good 
work and study habits. 

"The whole program is auch a 

By Mary Jetforson 
Clarkin-Lodger Stan Writer --

It's far from a dreain workweek: 
25 hours at minimum wage and 15 
hours of volunteer duty, much of it 
heavy labor. 

But for about 50 young people 
like Eric Jackson, their toil is noth-

' ing compared with their reward. 

'_ - 



e o 

'Youth 
r 1A 

ice Corps executive director. "Al-
. hough each site has different pro-
i ects, our mission is all the same. 
We want these young people to be 
: he best they can be." 

Members of the Urban Corps 
I raveled Monday from Jackson to 
iForest to work with the Public 
Lands Corps at Bienville National 
Forest. The workers are improving 
23-mile Shockaloe Trail for the 
spring arrival of horseback riders. 

The two groups went to south 
Jackson Wednesday and will be 
there again today to work on demol-
ishing a vacant building and clean-
ing the lot at 5020 Gertrude Drive. 

Public Lands Corps program co-
ordinator Richard Dolan said corps 
members always make him proud. 

"The attitude is always real 
good," he said. "They are all hard 
workers, and one day they will be 
able to bring their children to aome 
of the sites they have improved and 
say, 'See, Junior, I did that.' " 

He said one of the more impor-
tant projects his land corps com-
pleted was restoring an abandoned 
building marred by graffiti and va-
grants. 

"They got in there, cleaned it up 
and painted it," Dolan said. "The 
Scott County Board of Supervisors 
was so pleased with the initiative 
and the work that they donated the 
building to us for the next five years. 
The young people deserved that." 

Dolan said before any work pro-
ject, students are briefed on the goal 
and method of accomplishment. He  

said when tools are to be used, class-
es are held to teach safety and prop-
er use. 

"They have worked very well 
here," said Laura Garrison of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture's 
Forest Service/Bienville National 
Forest. "We have even pulled them 
off this to do other projects." 

Garrison said Monday's work 
moved slower than usual because 
urban students weren't familiar 
with the terrain. She said the stu-
dents adjusted well and the groups 
together did an exceptional job. 

"The object is to develop team-
work as well as social interaction 
among the rural and urban corps 
members," Martin said. "I think 
there is nothing they cannot do. If it 
addresses the mission, we will go for  

it. They have probably done about 
100 projects each year, everything 
from planting plants to helping se-
nior citizens with maintenance on 
their homes. 

"The Uiban Corps members even 
helped the Jackson Police Depart-
ment stencil addresses on houses in 
the Georgetown area." 

The students, who are paid bi-
monthly, will have completed 1,700 
hours of work at the close of their 
program term. Each student will re-
ceive $4,700 to go toward college or 
to pay back a student loan. 

Jackson said the program offers 
many intentives, in addition to 
helping members receive their Gen-
eral Education Development certif-
icates. 

"They have taught me to respect  

myself and others as well, and I am, 
thankful for that. Being a part of it 
gave me a chance to redeem myself," 
said Kenneth Walker, 19, who was 
the first Urban Corps member to re-
ceive his high school equivalency 
diploma this school year. 

Members attend classes each 
weekday morning before doing com-
munity service projects in the after-
noon. "They are being taught things 
from life skills and parenting skills 
to how to work well with others," 
Martin said. 

. Mark Evans, 19, in the Public 
Lands Corps for about six months, 
said the program has "given me the 
confidence I needed to do better. 

"The program has really tumed 
me around. I am headed in a much 
better direction now." 

• . 44. . - , . - 
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David Myers, AmeriCorps volunteer in Boone County. 

Missouri 
RURALIST 
1007 North Coilegc.i Avenue, Columbia, Mo. 65201 • 314-875-5445 

A test you can't fail 
Confidential assessments of risks to 
your farm's water quality 

BY STEVE FAIRCHILD 

A
voluntary program 

called Farm-A-Syst is 
bringing rural water 
sources and manage-

ment of possible poilutants 
into the spotlight.The program 
critiques how farmstead prac-
tices might affect ground water 
and is reminding farmers that 
they have some control in the 
purity of their water. 

Farm-A-Syst, an extended 
acronym for Farmstead Assess-
ment System, doesn't scruti-
nize field crop practices. In-
stead, the program concen-  

trates on potential problems on 
the farmstead — petroleum 
and pesticide storage, manure 
management, and others. 

A Farm-A-Syst evaluation 
is no more than a series of 10 
worksheets. The worksheets 
use a ranking system for risks. 
The pesticide storage and han-
dling worksheet, for example, 
catalogs what is good and bad 
on the farmstead: how much 
pesticide is stored on the farm? 
Is downslope from the well? 
Are pesticides stored on imper-
meable surfaces? Is there an 
anti-backflow device for the 
waterline used to mix pesti-  

cides? The hazardous waste 
worksheet looks at disposal of 
cleaners, solvents and other 
possible contaminants. 

Farm-A-Syst is a national 
effort, but each state has a dif-

ferent approach. Missouri's is 
unique because it is one of the 
few that uses AmeriCorps vol-
unteers to deliver the program. 
AmeriCorps is a program 
championed by President 
Clinton that aims to resemble 
a Peace Corps here at home. 
Volunteers inAmeriCorps re-
ceive a living allowance and 
a stipend to be applied to-
ward education. 

David Myers, the 
AmeriCorps Volunteer sta-
tioned in Boone County, says 
much of what he finds during 
his farm assessments is easily 
corrected. 

"After you've been on the 
farm a long time, working ev-
ery day, you get busy and just 
don't think of some of these 
things. This way, we can leave 
it in writing and the farmers 
can look at the package when-
ever they want to." 

Before going on a farm visit, 
Myers does some background 
work, checking the farm's soil 
types at the National Resources 
Conservation Service. During 
the farm visit, he likes to spend 
20 minutes walking the farm-
stead with the owner. Myers and 
the farmer fill out the 
worksheets together. Myers ada-
mantly points out that no one 
but he and the farmer see  the 
finished assessment. 

As farmers show they are 
concerned about the environ-
ment. we'll probably see more 
programs like Farm-A-Syst. 
Because it's voluntary and con-
fidential, it could be a good 
way to make sure a farm is able 
to continue to meet regulatory 
requirements. 

Farmers interested in par-
ticipating in Farm-A-Syst 
should contact their local ex-
tension agent or the State Wa-
ter Quality Extension office at 
c-7-Sr-•()OR5. 
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Volunteer offers to assist farmers after the flood 

• 
,. . 

By Tammy Tucker 
Stott wdtor 

After the floodwaters recede, St, Charles Oosinty farmers will con-
centrate on pulling their lives hack togeUter. And they may get sante 
help with assessing damage and completing paperwork. 

Trish McCracken, an ArneriCorps volunteer in St. Charles County, 
will be available to help flood-stricken farmers complete those tasks. 

ArneriCorps in the national version of the Peace Corps under Presi-
dent Clinton's domestic plan. 

McCracken, who works out o( the Soil and Water Conservation 
District office in St, Charles County, is une of many volunteers 
around Use country settbsg up programs and performing community 

Pegs IA Sunday, Jens 11. 1195—JOURNAL  

service. She is olW of 12 Alnerrierps votullteen In Missouri who arc 
doing work for the H.S. Department of Agriculture. 

McCracken said that once the floodwaters reeede, she would be 
busy helping farmers so thal they can salvage what they can from 
this year's crops. 

"I'm gohig he helping thcsn past the red tapc," she said. "I'll dn 
their paperwork, visual exants, and anything elsc that is required. 
It's rny job to help the public." 

But, site said, ' can't do anything until the water goes down. I 
don't know yet what kind ot aistance would be avallablc." 

McCracken said no speclal criteria exist for the farnters fa seek 
her assistance. 

"Hopefully, they can try and get their crow out at the last minute 
or worry about other farm land they might have," McCraeken said. 
"They rfeed tn tel on kith hitr.:P-11w", r?'.414 ` lfirn worrying about the 
flood." 

St. Charles journal 
St. Charles, Missouri 
June 14, 1995 
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U.S. Ag secretary assures farmers of flood assistance 
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Glickman discussed the recent 
flooding situation with local 
farmers, AmeriCorps volunteers 
trorn around the state and Coun-
ty Executive Joe Ortwerth. 

Ortwerth told Glickman that 
about 43 pe.reent of St. Charles 
County lies in a floodplain. Much 
ol Elio land i.n the floodplain Ls 
farmed 

TWO ol the past three years 
have been tough ones for farm-
ers because of flooding. 

Glickman sald the first goal of 
the tederal govert nent must be 
to help farmers get through this 
year. The second, tong-term goal 
would be to raise levees in flood-
plain areas. 

However, Glickman cautioned 
that achievement of that goal 
depends on various factc 

"Some things get dm , more 
easily than others," (...,.kman 
satd. "One problem thal 
nobody Ls truly in charge, though 
the amps (of Engineers) Is prob• 
ably more in charge than anyone 
else." 
' Glicknian sald thc Dcpartment 
of Agriculture nccds to look at 
the value of the land and lts pro-
duction before committing to 
any kind of financing for the  

raising of levees. 
"l don't know enough about 

levees to know what exacUy 
goes into it," Glickman said. "I 
do know that taxpayers' dollars 
are going out to pay for assis-
tance. There's a lot of rtvenue 
usod to pay for disasters when 
they occur." 

Ortwerth said hc was 
"extremely impressed" by 
Glickman's commitment to help 
farmers stricken by the flood. 

"We have continued to be dis-
mayed by the efforts of the fed-
eral government to help the 
flooded areas," Ortwerth said. 
"But It's clear that he (Glick-
man) is acutely aware of the 
losses here in the county." 

Ortwerth said he hoped Glick-  

man's visit woutd result la bct-
ter protection for the county's 
floodplains. 

"We can only hope for a more 
coherent ptan to raise the levees 
to allow (431 prolection where the 
bottomlands are hea•ily 
farmed," Ortwerth said "Even 
a moderate raise in the lcvcl of 
the levees wuutd be better " 

As Glickman looked at the 
floodwaters surrounding the 
Kaly Trail, he expresed anisar-
inent. 

—chis vast area of water 
shocks me," Glickman said. 
"The scope of the water brings 
home the scnpe of this disaster. 
ltut we wilt do our best to g,ct 
the farmcrs through this flood." 

By Tammy Tucker 
Staff writer 

11S. Secretary of Agriculture 
r.  Dan Glickman visited Defiance 

Friday to assure flood victims 
that the federal government has 
not forgotten about them. - 
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John Frese photo 
Courtly Executive foe Ortwerth (left) accumpanies U.S. Secretary 
ol Agriculture Dan Glickman on a visit lo Defiance friday to 
discuss federal assistance lor flood-weary farmers. 
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Fulton Sun Gazette 
Fulton, Missouri 
March 24, 1996 

Program can help rural residents 
determine: Is your drinking water safe? 

A voluntary and confidential 
program called the Farmstead 
AsSessment 1System can help 
farmers and rural residents de—
termine how sate their drinking 
water is. The Farm *A* Syst, as 
it is more commonly known, is a 
tool that can be used to assess 
the possibility of groundwater 
contamination. 

The Farm *A* Syst is made 
up of seven worksheets that look 
at drinking water well condition; 
pesticide, fertilizer and petro-
leum storage; household waste-
water management; hazardous 
waste management; and animal 
manure management. It also 
looks at the soil type present at 
the farmstead. 

After the worksheets are com-  

pleted, recommendations are 
made for any activity that 
showed a high-risk potential for 
groundwater contamination. The 
assessment only takes one hour 
and can be beneficial even to 
those who no longer use well 
water. 

Here in Missouri we have five 
AmeriCorps members who are 
assisting rural residents in com-
pleting the Farm *A* Systs. Tara  

Richardson has been assigned to 
the Callaway County Extension 
office to work in Callaway, 
Audrain and Osage counties. So 
far, Tara has worked with 35 ru-
ral residents in performing 
Farm *A* Systs. She is hoping 
to do a total of 80 Farm *A* 
Systs before the end of August. 
For more information, contact 
the Callaway County extension 
office at 573-642-0755. 

• 

• 



AlneriCorps 
worlcer calls 
fJrogrEliT7 El 
\goocldeai 
3y LISA YORKGITIS 
Jews Tribune 
Earlier this year, ,Ed Gillmore of Jefferson City 

..as exploring ways to continue working with the U.S. 
k•partment of Agriculture when he found out about 
aneriCorps, the new national service program. 

The nation: 1  program enables him to earn a living 
tipend for about 10 months' work as well as $4,725 
ir tuition or loan payments. Plus, he said, it will give 
lin an edge in case a full-tane job becomes avail-

"It's a good deal," said Gillmore, 31, a father of two 
irls who became an AmeriCorps worker in October. 
As an animal sciences graduate from the Univer-

tty of Missouri-Columbia, Gillmore said the educa-
ion award will help repay his loans. He also is 
onsidering graduate school. 
Gil!more works in Cole, Callaway and Osage coun-

es with the Natural Resoitrees Conservation Ser-
ice, formerly called the Soil Conservation Service. 
More than a dozen AmeriCorps members work 

,ikrneriCorps 
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AmeriCorps worker Ed Gillmore, left, examines a possible wetlonds area on the property of Cletus "Joke" Schellroot center, at Cole Junction. With them is wildlife biologist Reggie Bennett. 
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NEWS TRIBUNE 
JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 
NOVEMBER 31, 1995 

From page one 
the service throughout Mis-

•,ouri Other AmeriCorps members 
•.t.heduled to work in Mic1-04is..ouri 
tticlude two people who will con-
duct pesticide safety training 
through Rural Missouri Inc., 
based in Jefferson City. 

As an AmeriCorps worker, Gill-
wore helps farmerš develop ways 
to reduce soil and land erosion, 
tucrease crop yields and protect 

ater supp1tes. 
-our in,...1 goal is to conserve 

oar natural re es," he said. 
On a give e may help a 

producer de crop rotatim 
ihn,0 •.-; . • 

Although the office didn't have 
much time to prepare for having 
an ArneriCorps member, the staff 
quickly found a place for the new 
worker. 

"It wasn't like we had to scram-
ble," Van De Velde said. 

Gillmore's , position with Ameri-
Corps enables him to work with 
producers across a variety of land-
scapes in his three-county area. 

Earlier this week, he visited 
farmer Cletns "Jake" Schellrnan 
in the Cole Junction bottom along 
with a wildlife biologist. and an-
other worker at the district office. 

r, , , . , . . 
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Trish McCracken, an AmeriCorps volunteer, looking at a ruptured levee off Dwiggins Road. 

The levee is in the North County Levee District.- ' - 

•. - • 

A working education 
with knowledge AmeriCorps program repays volunteers 

By Laura Bradford 
Correspondent . Each AmeriCorps member embarks on a com-

munity service 'project for a predetermined 
number of hours and is given a small living 
allowance. Once a volunteer completes the term 
of service, he or she receives an education 
voucher, which must be used within seven 
years. The voucher, which is not redeemable for 
cash, may be applied toward obtaining a college 
education or a master's degree or paying off 
student loans. 

McCracken's 1,700 hours of service earned her 
a $4,700 voucher, which she plans to use to pay 
off her student loans. She has a bachelor's 
degree in biology from Lindenwood College; she 
also has a teaching certificate in secondary edu-
cation. 

' 

W
ith tne neip of tne Clinton adminis-
tration and her own hard work, the 
past 10 months have earned Trish 
McCracken "money" toward her 
education. 

The St. Peters woman just completed her 
term as an AmeriCorps volunteer. The domestic 
Peace Corps program — introduced by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton — rewards its members for 
lieir service with an education. 

AmeriCorps volunteers can be found working 
with various federal agencies, public school dis-
tricts and organizations such as the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society. McCracken served her time 
with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, work-
'rig out of an office in St. Charles County. See EDUCATION, Page 2A 
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Program offers ground water cliecKs - and community service 
By TilTany Eckert 

Staff Writer 
lt is supposed to be clear and 

refreshing as it pours into the glass, 
but in some cases, it is full of 
harmful bacteria. What is this sub-
stance? It is the water in your cup. 

But thanks to a former Tipton res-
ident and a national community 
service program initiated under 
President Bill Clinton, landowners 
in Cooper County now have a way 
to test their ground water in search 
of dangerous microbes and haz-
ardous pollutants. 

leane Engelmeyer, a fourth year 
agri-business student at State Fair 
Community College, has begun her 
first stint as an AmeriCorp member 
by setting up a water quality 
assessment program called FARM-
A-SYST. Engelmeyer will be 
working out of the University 
Extension office in the Cooper 
County Courthouse. 

The primary function of FARM-
A-SYST is to make sure drinking 
water is safe and clean by testing 
ground water for bacteria, micro-
organisms and pollution, 
Engelmeyer said. 

And educational presentations 
and water quality publications from 
the University of Missouri will 
make information on watcr quality 
and conservation more understand-
able. 

"Tye lived on an 80-acre farm all 
my life," Engelmeyer said. "I love 
farming and 1 love working with 
farmers." 

Engelmeyer said she hopes farm-
ers and landowners will utilize the 
services made available through 
this program. 

"AmeriCorp is here to bring com-
munities together," Engelmeyer 
said. "The goal is to make every 
rural community a little stronger." 

It was during her last year at col-
lege in Sedalia that Engelmeyer 
made two important discoveries. 
Through her studies, she learned 
how many environmental and edu-
cational needs rural communities 
have. At the same time, she real-
ized her tuition costs were starting 
to bear down on her. 

There was one clear solution as 
she saw it: join the Americorp 
Program. 

She did, and now the people of  

Coopcr County will bc the benefi-
ciaries. 

Engelrneycr was just onc of thou-
sands of people who havc joined 
AmeriCorp. It all bcgan in 
September 1993, when Bill 
Clinton signcd the National 
Community Service Trust Act. 
This initiative was designed in the 
spirit Franklin Roosevclt's 1930's 
social programs which provided 
jobs for displaced Amcricans dur-
ing the Depression. 

Today, AmeriCorp seeks to bene-
fit young Americans who might not 
otherwise• find a productive way to 
serve their community. 

Participants give thcir time and 
resources in exchange for a limited 
wage, then receive a post service 
educational award of $4,725 after a 
full year of service. 

A meeting to discuss what ser-
vices are available through 
AmeriCorp will be held at 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 16, on thc first 
floor of the Cooper County court-
house. Engelmeycr will discuss the 
benefits of FARM-A-SYST as well 
as how a water quality assessment 
can be arranged. 

• • . 
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Program assesses water quality 
By LARA HEARNBURG 
Staff writer 

People know contaminated water 
can make you sick. But what most 
people don't know is how safe their 
water is. And what some don't 
know, too, is that if you have a well, 
you are responsible for your own 
drinking-water quality. 

At a recent meeting at the Boone 
County University Extension Cen-
ter, David Meyers of the Americorp 
Rural Development Team for mid-
Missouri presented the Americorp 
Farm-A-Syst action program for 
safe drinking water in mid-Mis-
souri. Between now and September 
1996, Meyers will help more than 
100 Boone County landowners 
assess the quality of their drinking 
water. 

"The program provides accurate 
first-hand information about how 
your farmstead buildings and activ-
ities, such as pesticide storage, fuel 
storage and livestock activities, 
might affect your drinking water," 
Meyers said. 

The federal program provides 
individual site evaluations to help 
landowners identify potential poi-  

lution risks and plan how to deal 
with them. The site evaluation is 
confidential, voluntary and free if it 
is completed by Meyers or another 
member of the Americorp Rural 
Development Team for mid-Mis-
souri. 

Team member Tara Richardson 
said the land and water evaluation 
can help landowners protect their 
family's health, the groundwater 
quality and the value of the land. 

The evaluation also can help 
landowners learn about state laws 
and regulations governing chemi-
cal and fuel storage, waste manage-
ment and well maintenance. Mey-
ers said that often during 
assessments, landowners will see 
laws they didn't even know existed. 

"If there's a problem," Meyers 
said,'"nobody is going to run and 
tell teacher. Instead, you have a 
chance to fix it." 

All evaluations include sugges-
tions for both immediate action and 
future plans. The assessments also 
let landowners know of any cost-
share programs that might be avail-
able to help them. 

Another team member, Audrey 
IIarmon, said, "The biggest goal of  

the program is just to get informa-
tion out to people." 

All of the Americorp team mem-
bers stressed that.  the information 
they gather is given to the 
landowner to keep. 

Meyers said the services are 
available to all farmers and 
landowners who have their own 
drinking-water source. He also said 
landowners who have old well 
facilities on their property might 
not be aware of how it can affect 
their drinking water. 

Any landowner who is interested 
in an evaluation or has any ques-
tions about the program can con-
tact Meyers at the Boone County 
University Extension Center at 
(314) 445-9792. 

• • • 



Agriculture 
Secretary Backs 
Flood Control 
Glickman Tours River Bottoms, 
Promises U.S. Help For Farmers 

Along the Missouri glow  Medd be 
- built higher. But he said goverment 

By Tim O'Neil 
Of the Post-Otepeich Sten 
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• KevIri Manntng/Post-Dispat, , 

Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickinan (center) talks Friday with Joe Simpson while touring a flooded farm near Defiance; Mo. 

Simpson is a member of the Clinton administration's public-service program called Americorps. 

Missouri topped or broke most of the 
levees along its banks. 

Gliclunan's main job Friday was to 
tell Missouri farmers that the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture is offer-
ing special assistance and financial 

breaks to farmers whose operations 
were damaged by floods and flash 
floods this spring. He met with farm-
ers in Montgomery City and then 
Went to Defiance, where he walked 
down a gravel road with floodwater 

on both sides to repeat the news to 
about 10 St. Charles Couniy farmers. 

"I can't promise the moon, but 
we'll make things as flexible as we 
can,-  he said. 

His announcement includes: 

• More time for farmers 

notice of crop lus, for 

claims. 
a Price-suppoi i loans for fliw .d,-I 

See GI.ICKMAN, Page 3 

• • 
Glickman 
From page one 

crops that weren't planted in that 
program. 

• $25 million for flood repairs in 
seven states, with most of that going 
to people in Missouri and Louisiana. 

At Defiance, the flood broke 
through the Darst Bottom levee 
three weeks ago and covered the 
fields almost to the Katy Trail. By 
Friday, with the Missouri down 61/2 
feet since the crest May 21, water 
still covered most of the bottoms. 
Where the water had receck" • e 
soil was thick gumbo mud. 

Don Howell, president of 
Bottom Levee Board, said d 

several other farmers there had 
planted their corn before the flood 
came. The crop was ruined. If the 
river drops and the weather gets dri-
er, they still have time to plant soy-
beans this summer, he said. 

Layton Rehmeier, another farmer 
near Defiance, told Glickman that 
this flood probably didn't damage the 
land like the 1993 flood did. "But you 
don't look for this mess two years 
after '93," Rehmeier said. 

Glickman also used the visit as an 
opportunity to promote Americorps, 
the public-service program dear to 
President Bill Clinton that many Re-
publicans on Capitol Hill want to kill. 
Glickman posed in the road for pic-
tures with about 15 Americorps 
workers, including a group from East 
St. Louis. 

ST. LOUIS/REGION 
SATURDAY, JUNE 10, 1995 

' - 

U.S. Agriculture Secretary Dan 
Glickman toured flooded Missouri 
River bottoms Friday. PromistO fed-
eral help for farmers and said he'd 
like to see more flood control for the 
fertile flatlands. 

"I'm not one of those people who 
want this land to go beck to nature," 
said Glickman, as he visited Defiance 
in St. Charles County. 

"This is some of the best agricul-
tural land in the country. The govern-

. ment will pay out way more in disas-
ter (payments] than the coat el fixing 
levees. " 

Glickman tolid he didn't know 
enough about the federal levee pro-
gram to say whether farm levees  

agencies, including his own, should 
talk about revising the Army Corps of 
Engineers' way of calculating how 
much money should be sesair ea 
levees. 

The corps bases the amounts it will 
spend on a levee according to the 
value it assigns to the properties be-
ing protected. Generally, the higher' 
the value, the higher the levee. Agri-
cultural levee districta must my a 
share of construction and repair 
costs. 

The big Corpe of EngMeers levees 
along the Mississippi River below St. 
Louis are higher than the agricultural 
levees along the Missouri. The Mis-
sissippi levees held this year, but the 
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ST. LOUIS (AP) = Amy Gron-
quist was so intent on hanging up a. 
kindergartner's hand-drawn poster 
declaring the neighborhood "drug 
free" that she didn't even notice the 
symbolism at first. 

At the Ieft was a picture of Martin 
Luther King Jr.; at the right was a 
framed copy of his famous "I Have 
a Dream" speech. 

Gronquist, too, has a dream. She 
longs for the day when children like 
those at Hamilton Elementary 
School in St. Louis don't have to 
make posters to warn drug-peddling 
thugs to stay away. 

Gronquist, 23, is working to make 
that dream a reality as a member of 
President Clinton's national service 
program, AmeriCorps. 

AmeriCorps pays its 20,000 mem-
bers — including more than 400 in 
Missouri — a $7,945 stipend and a 
$4,725 education award in return for 
a year's service in one of four areas: 
education, health and human needs, 
the environment and public safety. 

There are 15 AmeriCorps projects 
under way in Missouri. Members do 
everything from tutor at-risk youths 
in Cape Girardeau to pick up trash in 
St. Joseph neighborhoods to test 
water quality in Columbia. 

"I wanted to do something for 
other people," Gronquist said. "The 
program is based on the idea that if 
you have a common goal and work 
together, you can make a difference. 
I like Mai.-

Gronquist, who is from 
Ipmestown. N.Y.: is assigned to the  

ly, we are in times of very tight 
money. We have higher priorities 
than funding volunteers." • 

Clinton — who set up AmeriCorps 
in 1993 — stood firm, saying he 
wouldn't back a budget that didn't 
include money for his pet program. 

A number of corporate chiefs, 
including Anheuser-Busch's August 
A. Busch III, also wrote to lawmak-
ers in hopes of saving AmeriCorps 
from the GOP budget scalpel. By 
law, nongovernment sources, usual-
ly businesses, must pay at least 25 
percent of operational costs and 15 
percent of each member's stipend. 

"AmeriCorps plays a key role in 
developing our nation's future work 
force, providing practical skills and 
educational opportunities that will 
be essential to America's competi-
tiveness in the marketplace," Busch 
wrote. 

Marilyn Hoffman, director of Suc-
cess Centers at Lincoln University, 
which has established tutoring cen-
ters in three low-income neighbor-
hoods in Jefferson City through an 
AmeriCorps grant, waves off com-
plaints about the coits. 

"Our program is funded through a 
$110,000 grant and will impact sev-
eral hundred students," she said. "If 
we can keep five kids from going to 
prison, than we've more than earned 
our keep." 

Indeed, state prison officials esti-
mate it costs $10,285 a year to house 
une inmate. 

AmeriCorps member Debbie 
Burke said she often supplies mate-  

American Youth Foundation in St. 
Louis. She spends five days a week 
mentoring elcmentary students and, 
among other things, teaching them 
to steer clear of drugs. 

The foundation has two federal 
grants totaling more than $1 million. 
In 18 rnonths, members have per-
formed 230,000 hours of service that 
othcrwise might not have been done, 
said Bruce Bailey, a program direc-
tor. 

"To us, this is very much like a 
war," he said. "We believe that what 
we are doing in inner cities is every 
bit as valuable as the work the sol-
diers involved in the peacekeeping 
mission in Bosnia are doing." 

Bailey said members have taught 
conflict-resolution to 1,600 middle 
school youths. They have walked 
beats with police to make 700 senior 
citizens feel safer in their neighbor-
hoods. They spent more than 1,800 
hours sandbagging when,the Missis-
sippi River flooded last year. 

After the April 1995 bombing of 
the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Build-
ing, and before the Federal Emer- • 
gency Management Agency request-
ed their help, AmeriCorps members 
from St. Louis arrived in Oklahoma. 
They helped distribute donated 
clothing and food pouring in from 
across the country. 

"The team effort truly showed 
what young Americans can do when 
given the chance to participate in a 
meaningful way," FEMA Director 
James Lee Witt said in a letter to 
members. 

But not everyone praises the pro-
gram. It has run into trouble on 
Capitol Hill, where some Republi-
cans complain about its $470 mil-
lion price tag. At one point, both the 
GOP-led House and Senate had 
sliced it out of next year's budget. 
' "Undoubtedly, there are some 
areas where it has done some good," 
said Sen. Christopher S. Bond, R-
Mo., chairman of a Senate Appropri-
ations subcommittee. "Unfortunate-  

rials to help students complete 
homework. For instance, one boy 
needed to keep a journal on a pet for 
science class. His apartment com-
plex didn't allow animals, so for two 
weeks Burke carried her son's white 
mouse to the center for the boy to 
observe. 

Kris Frank of Holts Summit said 
her 14-year-old son, Joseph, has 
improved his reading and math 
grades since going to the centers. 

"He was falling behind to the point 
where he was going to have to 
repeat this year," she said. "Now 
he's up to where he should be." 

Burke, 36, said she considered 
dropping out of Lincoln University, 
where she's majoring in education, 
because of money. AmeriCorps 
allowed her to continue her studies, 
she said. 

"In my mind, it's the perfect soli: 
tion," Burke said. "I get to continue 
my education, I get to help others 
and I get experience ia my fieid." 

Michelle Johnson Harvey, a 35-
year-old single mother of two who is 
studying education at Penn Valley 
Community College, credits Ameri-
Corps with turning around her life 
and her Blue Hills neighborhood in 
Kansas City. 

Harvey works hand in hand with 
police and other community workers 
to fight crime and drugs, tutor stu-
dents and other things. AmeriCorps 
members have given police informa-
tion that has led to the closing of 25 
crack houses, Officer John Wilson 
said. 

Harvey goes door to door, encour-
aging residents to take back their 
neighborhood. 
"I was tired of seeing all the crime 

that was going on in our neighbor-
hood," Harvey said. As for how 
AmeriCorps has changed her life, 
she said: "I wanted to set an exam-
ple fo-  -, daughters. To show them 
that an believe in their com-
mun., xi that they can make a 
difference." 

AmeriCorps members 
help make life easier 

o 

e 



• 
The:Tipton Times, Thursday, May 2, 1996, Page 8 

TiPtOn,MiSSOUrI 

School • 

-,, i  ---2s. -,,,--

, , e
 „
tri;,...

- tgliv4 4.104,*.t:',4-4.,,,,,z4,:,, 

.1361-4,,v: - 
'4-10,0 ...., v . 

, , .4 , •-

- 
•• 

c 

- I • ' 
• . 

. 1"41.......! 
e 

• -OS - 
I • - 4 %Ai 4 • •••.• }g`{.. 

A — 

- f-V 

, 
•.• . 

I 
- - . ' 

7a' - ~ iAu• ~ 

4  ' 

• - — . 
- 

42;‘,,,,, u a 
 

• 
i 

- 
, - - 

. 1 -  ' lk„. A , : 
• 
• • - - , 1 

~/•s b • • • • 4 , — • 1 
• 
. 
' • • 

- • 

• 

,-:I'y,•]~̂'yr•.t•'•~ 
~`~'x -~~~ 

~ m+,.".'~a:.~;~5a{
t 

— • 
/ , : 

, - 
)~; 

I 
- 

N 
- 

- ( / • 
\ - • 

—  - f•s..- " • . 
•• 

. - • 

' - - 
.: '~,'-.'s:,~.. 

- 
1 

• 
— I - .... . . • . . ) 1k. 

tiAt - 

•• - 
.,." 

- — : - , . r • 
- - 

, • 1 , - • 

I • •I
s
-

- a - , , 
e - 

_ !•-~_ - ~ Y_'.w': :.re:. ~i - 

• - • - - - 
- •- 

s . 
' • 

Course of molecules e Jeanne Engeltncycr helps some fifth and sixth graders trace the route of a water molecule in a game at the Tipton Elementary School gym last Thursday. Enstelmeyer, who represents Coopcr County, and othcr ArneriCorp members pavid Mycrs, Boone County, and Tara Richardson, Callaway County, prescntcd the program to the studcnts so they can better understand thc importance ol water quality.  
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Renyoid Ferguson 

AmeriCorp workers prepare the soil for a garden in Rush City. 

Gardens A Matter Of Pride 
By Margaret Gillerman 
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff 

It won't be long before the lot 
next to Jesse and Donna Haire's 
home in the Rush City neighbor-
hood will be ripe with yellow pep-
pers, plump red tomatoes, tasty 
green peas and surnmer squash. 
Marigolds and zinnias will bloom. 

The gardeners who are tilling 
and planting this week are building 
a community garden. And backers 
of the project hope this community 
garden — and about a dozen like it 
around East St. Louis — also will 
grow a bumper crop of neighbor-

Gardens 
From page one 

Florine Johnson, an AmeriCorp 
worker, coordinates the tilling and 
planting and was busy on Sycamore 
this week. Johnson, 46. of Centre-
ville, recently completed a master 
gardening course offered by the Uni-
versity of Illinois' Extension Service. 

She joined AmeriCorp because she 
wanted "to give a year of community 
service.-  In March. she and others 

Crews Are Preparing 
Communitv Project 
hood pride. 

Crews of workers from Ameri-
Corp and neighbors are helping 
prepare the soil, build the wooden 
sides and walkway, and plant seeds 
and cuttings at the garden at 910 
Sycamore. 

Other folks also helped get the 
community garden project — 
called Harvesting Good Neighbor 
Relations - this far. MECCO/O-
peration New Spirit, a citywide 

experimenting with a raised bed gar-
den, Johnson said. 

Sheets of plastic were placed on 
top of the original neighborhood soil, 
and then covered with clean soil, so 
any possible contamination would be 
eliminated. The original soil has been 
sent to a lab for tests. 

James Pace, 40, an AmeriCorp 
worker from East St. Louis, helped 
install wooden planks around the gar-
den and till the soil. He recently com-
pleted the master gardening course 
and joined AmeriCorp "to try to 
beautify the community" and im-
prove the environment. He said he  

neighborhood organization, started 
the garden program about two 
years ago and has been expanding 
it since. At least four community 
gardens are new this spring. Amer-
iCorp joined as co-sponsor this 
season. 

"Community gardens serve as a 
way of bringing rieighbors and 
neighborhoods together for a com- 
mon purpose ... and of harvesting 
good neighbor relations," said 
Venessa Marion, administrator of 
MECCO/Operation New Spirit. 

See GARDENS, Page 4 

for their community." 
The garden on Sycamore is just 

outside the window of the Haire's 
house in Rush City, on land donated 
by the Haires. Most years, Donna 
Haire, has planted a smaller garden 
on the lot. "I love gardens and I like 
to see stuff grow," Donna Haire said. 

She already has plans to freeze the 
tomatoes and make stew and chili for 
her husband and two daughters. 

MECCO/New Spirit and Ameri-
Corp are sponsoring 11 gardens in 
the Winstanley, Olivette Park, Day-

WPri(TpwrsnA Pliplawn and 1 arc:-



5th-Graders To Join Natural Resources Festival 
ST. CHARLES COUNTY 
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• 
ST. CHARLES POST 
ST. CHARLES, MISSOURI 
MAY 26, 1995 

More than 450 fifth-graders from 
St. Charles County will participate in 
a  Natural Resources Festival May 3 
at the Busch Meinorial Conservation 
Area. 

The festival will teach pupils about 
conservation of nalurat resources. 
Students will touch and cornpare ani-
mal coverings, such as skin, scales 
and feathers. They'll learn how ter-
races and waterways keep soil in 
place as they become make-believe 
raindrops and travel down a slope. 
They'll walk through a prairie to see 
how prairie restoration can help 

They'll take part in such activities 
as "Soil Spies," "Animal Wrappers" 
and "Speed Bumps." 

The St. Charles Soil tti Water Con-
servation District and the Missouri 
Department of Conservation are 
sponsoring the event._ 

Dan Crigler, a wildlife manage-
ment biologist for the Conservation 
Department, said, "The Busch Area 
is the ideal place to hold this type o( 
event because we've set up examples 
of land-managemeM techniques that 
conserve our natural resources. We 
are anxious to share our knowledge 
and foster proper land Stewardship 
for future generations." 

Sessions will be led hy profession-  

als from such agencies as the Soil and 
Water District, the Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation, the National 
Weather Service, the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service, St. 
Louis Science Center, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish & 
Wikttife Service, University Exten-
sion and other conservation partners. 

Other presenters include students 
from Francis Howell High Schooi's 
stream team and SAFE (Students 
Acting for the (:nvironment), Rocy-
cle Round-Up, Wild Canid Survival 
and Research Center and the World  

Bird Sanctuary, 
"This is a wonderful opportunity 

for students in our cornmunRy to 
spend  a  day outside, get their hands 
dirty and expand their knowledge of 
no tura] resources," said Coordinator 
Trish McCraken. She added, "We 
havc 400 students on a waiting list 
now, so I hope the suctess of this 
festival will lead to many ntore festi-
vals in the years to come." 

The fc.itival is a pilot event and 
community service proiect coordinat-
ed by McCracken, an AmeriCorps 
member. 

e 
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Creek project introduces AmeriCorps 
By DAN SWANSON 
News-Press managing edltor 

National officers greeted an 
AmeriCorps National Service crew 
working Monday to clear South 
Table Creek. 

Paul Johnson, chief of the Soil 
Conservation Service, and Joel 
Berger of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture visited the crew to help 
launch the program in Nebraska and 
nationwide. AmeriCorps, which got 
off the ground on Sept. 12, is 
considered to be the domestic 
version of the Peace Corps. 

rger joined the four 
rps workers removing log 
debris from the creek bed 

sonal Arbor Day Foundation 
propertv near Steinhart Park Road. 
"There's no better way to learn, 
than to work alongside your 
members. You don't really learn by 
sitting in your office in 
Washington," he said. 

The Nebraska City project is one 
of the first in the Midwest and is 
part of the Secretary of Agriculture 
Mike Espy's focus on helping to 
repair damage from the 1993 floods. 
"When we visited the flood damaged 
sites, we promised not to go until 
the iob was done. We're here 
because the job isn't done," Berger 
said. 

AmeriCorps has four branches in 
Nebraska -- Tecumseh, Omaha, 
Lincoln and Norfolk. The Omaha 
and Tecumseh branches are already 
in operation and the Norfolk branch 
is recruiting for workers. Workers 
are paid a minimum of $7,600 and 
receive health benefits. They are 
also eligible for an educational 
voucher worth $4,725 to pay for 
tuition or school debts. 

Working in Nebraska City 
Monday were Crew Leader Chuck 
Yearsly of Lincoln, Eric Bartels of 
Tecumseh and Theresa and Emily 
Sherman of Tecumseh. Bartels said 
ze joined AmeriCorps because of 40

j 

ation benefit and the chance 
the community. Bartels, 
aarried with two children, 

-io fito go back to college. 
Yearsq said the program is a way 
.o serve the country and gives 
zitizens an example of national 
Qtrvice. 
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Theresa and Emily Sherman, left, USDA director Joel Berger, Eric Bartels and Chuck Yearsley take a broak from woric Monday. Berger and the AmeriCorps crew worked one day clearing debria ln South Table Creek that had been left behind by the 1993 floods. 
e 

Photo by Dan Swanscn 
Johnson told the workers that the 

Soil Conservation Service intends 
to build on what thzy do. "You're 
the first generation of this 
program," he said. "This is a 
program that will (.nly strengthen 
in future years." He said up to 
20,000 people will be working in 
AmeriCorps by the znd of the first 

year. 
Bill Caldwell, a University of 

Nebraska Extension specialist, was 
also on hand Monday to inspect the 
program. He said he is studying 
the program to use it with other 
service projects. "The service 
component is the lasting benefit," 
he said. "The spirit of volunteerism 

and natiolal service are the things 1 
will look for in building 
components. We are looking for 
something that adds meaning to the 
lives of the young people 
involved." 

Johnson said AmericCorps gives 
people the opport- .nity to work on 
the land znd be of service. "Young 

people a great deal to contribute and 
they want to contribute," he said. 

NADF employees are expected :: 
work throughout the winte: 
clearning the creek be: 
AmeriCorps crews moved on toda:. 
to other areas of the district affeclez 
by the 1993 floods. 
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USDNAmericorps 
Team in Brownville 

From Oct. 11-14, the Tccumsch 
USPA/Amcricorps tcam will Jo 
restoration work on the Mcriwcther 
Lewis at Brownville. 

The restoration involves paint-
ing inside areas that wcre damaged 
as a result of last ycar's floods. The 
high watcrs of 1993 nearly swept 
downstream the formcr paddlewheel 
dredgc now turned into Muscum of 
Missouri River History. 

Anothcr dredge of a similar type 
that was located near Kansas City 
last summer wasn't so lucky. 11 was 
swept downstream and destroyed. 

Thc Meriwether Lcwis rcccived 
the National Historic Landmark des-
ignalioa ia 1989. 

• 

• 
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AeriCorps workers lend•hand to flood recovery • 
BY LARRY PEIRCE 
UnooIn Journal 

BROWNVILLE — Anyone joining 
AmeriCorps, President Clinton's "do-
mestic Peace Corps," must have com-
munity spirit and be willing to forgo 
higher wages they might earn at an-
other job. 

In return for their sacrifices, work-
ers can wipe out college debt or gain 
money to return to college by helping 
out nonprofit agencies and local gov-
ernments. 

Workers must look beyond the run-
ited financial benefits of ArneriCorps, 
said Chuck Yearly of Lincoln, super-
visor of a crew working out of Tecum-
seh. 

"We're here for the community, to 
get involved," Yearly said. 

Workers wear black baseball caps 
and gray T-shirts with a white A on a 
black circle. The AmeriCorps motto 
is "Getting things done." 

The Tecumseh crew will spend 
most of its 1,800 working hours clear-  

ing 1993 flood debris ,froM flood con-
trol dams in Johnson, Otoe, Nemaha, 
Richardson and Pawnee counties. 

Work is directed out of the Soil Con-
servation Service office in Tecumseh 
and is part of the U.S. Depat  tment of 
Agriculture's rural development pro-
gram. 

AmeriCorps also has crews work-
ing in an anti-hunger, nutrition and 
empowerment program. 

Clinton announced AmeriCorps on 
Sept. 12, and crews went to work a 
week later. Yearly is accepting proj-
ect proposals for nonprofit and public 
projects in villages, cities and coun-
ties. 

"A lot of these places don't have 
much money (for public work proj-
ects)," he said. 

Last week, the Tecumseh crew 
began scraping damaged paint from 
the interior of the floating Merl-
wether Lewis Museum. Last year's 
floods nearly swept the old river 

Please see AMERICORPS on page 5 

LARRY PEIRCEJUNCOLN JOURNAL 

Eric Bartels of Tecumseh scrapes paint from the ceiling of the Merl-
wether Lewis Museum in Brownville. Bartels and three other Ameri-

. Corps workers are repairing damage done to the old dredging boat by 
a leaky roof and fiooding in 1993. 

Workers help communities and themselves 
Comonued Worn page 1 

dredge away. The interior paint was 
damaged when the roof leaked. Heat 
and humidity caused more damage. 

The crew will scrape and then re-
paint the ceiling and walls for the 
nonprofit Meriwether Lewis Founda-
tion. A private contractor installed a 
new roof this summer. 

yearly, who has a master's degree 
in rural and community planning, was 
a community planner in Carroll, 
Iowa, before his job was phased out. 
He had been out of work for months. 
ArneriCorps will help him pay off his 
graduate school debt and gain experi-
ence as a supervisor. 

Eric Bartels of Tecumseh, a con-
struction worker and the father of 
two children, said he wants to go to a 
two-year college withoUt borrowing. 
money. 

Theresa and Emily Sherman, two 
sisters from Tecumseh, said they will 
pay off student loans they incurred 
while attending Platte Community  

College in Columbus and Peru State 
College 

"It takes care of all of mine, thank 
God," Emily Sherman said, scraping 
paint from the ceiling of the old river 
dredge. 

The sisters, 20-year-old :dentical 
twins, plan to go back to school after 
a year. 

AmeriCorps, a $360 million pro-
gram, pays 20,000 Americans to work 
in four areas: education, health and 
human needs, the environment and 
public safety. If extended by Con-
gress, the program could spend $1.5 
billion over three years to pay for 
100,000 workers. 

Anyone older than 17, including 
high school dropouts and people with 
graduate degrees, can apply for the 
program. 

AmeriCorps supervisors make 
$6.35 an hour plus credit toward 
money for education; workers earn 
$4.35 an hour plus school money. 

When the educational voucher is  

added in, workers earn about $11,000 a 
year plus paid medical benefits. 
AmeriCorps workers are not consid-
ered federal workers and are not eli-
gible for unemployment. They must 
work the entire year to receive 
educational benefits, and are limited 
to two years in the program. 

Yearly said the Tecumseh crew 
and crews in Lincoln, Omaha and 
Norfolk soon will each add another 
worker. 

In Lincoln, recruiting is under way 
for 23 volunteers to work with nine 
community action agencies in Ne-
braska, said Lorrie Benson, director 
of Community Action of Nebraaka 
Inc. 

Benson will oversee a program 
aimed at reducing violence among 
youths 10 to 15 years old. For informa-
tion, call Benson at (402) 471-3714. 

For information about other 
AmeriCorps opportunities, call 1-80°-
880-4183. 

LINCOLN JOURNAL 
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 
OCTOBER 4, 1994 



- 

Tuesday, Septernba 27. 1994 Page 

inalintairSnr7 " , rgiggarnOrr
iX:431014Magar  

o 
• 

. 
• 

k, 

• 

• 
• f s 

. • 

IWO 

.e 
. • +V • 

- , 

A (. •i: , 

" • fl 
r- 

, N-1 

I ' 

• 

# 

•  
i 

. • 1 
• As 

1 

.k • . 
I 

, I 
. , • - 

- 

?iiX - . 
f . . . 
►

rir , 
- 

lei; 14. 

•--, 

- 
- , • 

C -~ • 

• - - . 
•.• 

411•••• 
• • 

, - 

= 

g 
4J 

: CN 

09  gC1) 
II co e.4 

0 W4 f:4 
4  g, 

= 

0 0 

- 
a 

\ 

•  

1 

• 

• 

. ri• 

-'.••••1141.16 - 
-I .;„ . 

. 

d - • 
. „ 

( 
• 

• 

FAMILY & FRIENDS 
- 

' 2 1 Ir
mk

,.. • . ; tit  . . , 
los• ' ~'~:.~ - 

, ~} ~ i . w
 

t ' • . • i 
t .1 .  

• 

1 
1••!. L  • 

. : 

- • 

••• /S r 46.... A • •••••• • • • - 
4  .5.'41.4 

: 
• -• • • 

~.~ 
- . .;. 

M-L; \ -• • . , - 
• 

- - , 

i - . -.4•41,,pr 
. , 4  • • ••• • 

• * . 

i r 71:10.4.4`•,, - , - — • , ••• . ' 

. 
: 

. % . 
.`"V •• 

P r"  • 
4l-, JAI& :••• ••• • `. s  TA • • • .r 'ts. 4 , " - ' 

. , 
-  ..w"",ir~'..  •- i , , - 

, : • - 
Z • • 

• 

raw 

, 7-41 

• lk 

Viva et 4, - h 
••••-•  •  •••• - -.~ 

V , . 
: - 7.1 

. . 

a-EANUP atm: Omahas Chad Helank,e and Mena Nolen of-Lamle mop glass Y a parkas lot at Oarin Utast,/ Like. They me In their seciad week le the AsiesiCorpa emironaneacal program. 
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Serving Their Country . , ....... ,,.„.........,:.• . , _ 

Youths Earn, Lea--  in in AmeriCorps National Service Program 
BY RHONDA ITANSBERRY human needs and tbe envircement, diploma or agree to earn a high school equivalency WCEILDHEPAL.Dsr.FT 'MITER Behnke w03 be one of 20 people on Nebraska's degree," she said. "And there are no iiscorne AmeriCorpa-USDA environmental team. Craig guidelinea This is not a peaty program It amities 0 =than Chad Helmke has staked canal-mum Derick.aces, project director of Team USDA. said to reeTVO0C." in natunl resources. And unpin experiare, frve-member teams wil1 work in tlx Omaha area as In acidition. ArneriCorps has absorbed VISTA. a he is turning to AmenCorps. well as three *then — Lincoln. Noefolk and well-established anti-poveny progam. Helroke. 2 looked for work with the US. Park Teconasal. So entv -frve volunteers will be hind for the three Service but was unuvre-skful  He said he considers Also under the AmeriCorps umbreila is the NetTaski programs, AmeriCorps spokesmen said. himself lucky, though. to have worked for the U.S. Nebraska Conerussion for National and Community lovia ..111 ha. e 138 positions, said Jody Neuberger. Soil arid Conservation Service. the Papio-Missouri Service, which will emplo) :3 people to work with state program coordinator. River Natural Resources District and now youngsters berween ages 10 and 13 in scbools Hehke. a pan-tune student at the University of AmeriCorp

ers
s. throughout the state. Nebraska-1  incoln  maiming in natural resources. said Volunte in die new national service 7btse who wish to apply may contact one of nine he wasted no urne applyingivben he beard about the receive fieldwork cynic= in additioo to a community action agencies. the Office 4 Dispute program stipend, penonal health-care beriefiu and. upon Resolution in Lincoln or one of Six mediation centers AmeriCorps programs are in various stages of compleboo of 1.812 haus of worIL a SAT25 throughout the state. said Fayette Carpenter, intenm readiness. project directors said. Marilyn Anderson. educational award. The award may be applied to director. the Omaha ArneriCorps project supervisor and student loans or college tuition. The community service commission fa-meson lidmke's immediate supervisor. said she bad one ArneriCorpe was launched earlier this month by ycuths, ktCaryancr said. but - there wtll be no more position to fdl as late as last week. the Clinton admintstraums Nauonivicke, the uprar hniit Ice the volunteera Nehnke said he  believes 

his 10- to 12-moath domestic service corps expects to enrold 20.000 people ibc  must be at least 17 and cannot have dropped AmenCorps stint "-will be a great resume budder and progams geared toward education. public safety. out of high school They also must have a high schOol Phew tiem io Page Jl. CoL 1 
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AmeriCorps is launched nationwide 
Nebraskastudents 
will participate in 
service program 
8y Angle 60e11SCN 
<1n111ieieI 

Prcsideni inlon•s service corps of 
slodeins soon will be marching 

info Nebraska. 
lnNcbraska20collegesludenlswill 

,•erve in AineriCorps. said Craig 
Derickson, Nelnak.i's director of 
A meriCorps. 

AmeriCorps. which kicks ofTloday 
nationwide, is President ( ninon's na-
tional service pnigrain that will offer 
students academic scholarships in cx-  

change for com niimily service,. Through •" country. Students had Ioapply to part ic-
the program, sludenls can hclp solvc - 'pale in the AmeriCorPs program by 
local problems while getting leadership • Sept. 2.  
and scrvicc opportunities.' - . ' Derickson said many University of 

Nebraska's Soil Conservation Scr- . Ncbraska-Lincolnstudentsliadsent bun. vicc will work wirh the U.S. Depart- , applications. ' . • • -• • , 
mem orAgriculture to l the Nebraska No specific Val ifielitiOnvwcit re- ' 
positions. Fivc people will-be Working: .qtlired to. applY',Jbei3.ineriColpt,• hc 
at offices in Norfolk, Lincoln, ()Inaba said,otherthanastrOlientetc4towork'; 
and Tecumseh. . : ;i t ' .' inacotnmunity,OotitePtpgrail indet' 

Derickson said participants Would ' cnvironinental:ptbjeWSIteSupervi- . 
carn a living stipend of S7,660. and sots arc rcquircd tobetOllegelgradu-
supervisors would receive!' I 2,000. They ales. O01p-service partielpsons must bc . 
a lso would receive an educat ional vbuch: :college bound:' 
er of S4,725 when they completed 1.8 I 2 y. %John lIcactiniUNLdiftclotorschol- ' 
hoursofservice.The educational vouch- arships and fmanelal Iild,"saiiitherff0-
er may bc used to pay for collcgc loans gram would giye peopyiWhorionnally , 
or tuition. ;' . ;! • couldn't afford 11-  the;•e ce to go to • , . This summer, organizers havc been ' college. • 
gearing up for thc project around thc . i3ut, hcsaid„11 wilt Kat least onc  

ycar before anyonc will bc ablc to gct a 
voucher.r.  '.• ' ••• •  
•Beacon saiiV'Under this scenario, 

you arc a scrvanl kir some years before 
you can use that Money toward college, 
but students will not have loan depen-
dencies." - • : , . •  

Derleksxm said the Corporation for 
•National Scrvicc administered the na-
tional progrant • Slate cotninissions 
sponsor 300 programs across the coun-
try, and federal agencies also sponsor 
some project.s. • • 

Dcrickson said AmcriCorps pro-. 
grains that wcrc linked with thc U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. likc Ne-
braska's program. would hclp solve 
environmental problems. 

See AMERICORPS on 6 

Page 6 
• 

AmeriCorps 
Continued front Page  1 

"Thcy will be working as a team to 
providc local ccilnmunities support for 
flood relief, watcr quality protection, 
natural resource protection, complete 
rehabilitation and maintenance on rec-
reation areas, and environmental and 
ccosystcin managcmcnl education," 
Dcrickson said. 

"Wc want to work with thc commu-
nity and provide information on how to 
protect the environment." • Dcrickson 
said. 

Derickson said hc cxpcctcd 20,000' 
studcnts to participate in AmeriCorm 
nationwide by Ihc ycar's end. 

Hc also expected thc program to be ' 
a lasting onc: • 

"Because this national scrvicc pro-
grain givcs students opportunities lo 
hclp Pied educational needs, l havc 
speculation that this program will con.. 

Dcrickson said, 
' Beacon sa id Arne riCorps was a good 

opportunity fbr coilcgc students, but it 
would bc better Orion: students could 
gct involvk.J. 

0 e 6 
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AmeriCorp personnel tour colonias 
By Steve Ramirez 

Las Cruces Sun-News 
The national director for 

AmeriCorps toured throughout 
Dona Ana County, including 
the area's colonias, Thursday. 

"Don't judge us by our words, 
judge us by our deeds," said 
Joel Berg, AmeriCorps national 
director of services within the 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture. "This is a program that's 
become enormously successful 
throughout the country. Not 
only do our members want to 
get involved in the communi-
ties they work in, they want to 
find ways to improve them, too. 
This program is a good way to 
bridge the gap between 
government and its people." 

Berg is in the midst of con-
ducting a whirlwind tour  

through the Southwest. Wed-
nesday afternoon, he toured the 
Sparks Colonia east of E1 Paso. 
"That was something to see," 
Berg said.- "I got to meet a 
95-year--  old woman who had 
just gotten.:running water in 
her home for the first time. 
Getting to see the look on her 
face ancl her reactions are some 
of the rewards of this job." 

Thursday, Berg, AmeriCorp 
volunteers Anna Rodriguez and 
Lourdes Vigueria, and John. 
Thomas, state rural de-
velopment director, toured the 
Gospel Rescue Mission in Las 
Cruces, a water improvement 
plant in Mesquite and a waste-
water treatment plant in An-
thony. Later, Berg traveled to 
Tucson, Ariz., before ending the 
day in Flagstaff, Ariz. 

, 
"It was partly through the 

help of AmeriCorps volunteers 
that the wastewater treatment 
plant in Anthony was able to 
get a ($750,000) grant to im-
prove the treatment plit," 
said ri3.ie Watson, spokesman 
for Rural Economic Community 
Development, the agency which 
provided funding. "AmeriCorp 
volunteers were able to help 
them fill out the necessary ap-
plications to get the funds." 

AmeriCorps is a national 
service program created by 
)E'resident Clinton. About 
20,000 citizens, who perform 
services that meet critical 
community needs receive 
money from AmeriCorps that 
can only be used for college, job 
training or paying back student 
loans. 

• 
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AmeriCorps in Four Corners 
AZTEC - Four AmeriCorps work-

ers have set up shop in the Natural 
Resources Conservation and Develop-
ment office in Aztec, N.M., while nine 
more are working with the Council of 
the San Juan Resource Conservation 
and Development in Southwest Colo-
rado. 

AmeriCorps engages diverse 
groups of Americans in performing 
service to meet human, environmen-
tal, public safety, and educational 
needs in return for vouchers for edu-
cation, vocational training, or loan re-
payment. 

The Department of Agriculture is 
running three types of AmeriCorps 
teams - an anti-hunger team, a public 
lands and environmental team , and a 
rural development team. There are 
1200 workers in the various programs 
at 42 urban and rural sites nationwide. 

The Aztec contingent is made up 
of Ana Gomes, a natural resource spe-
cialist from central valley California 
specializing in environmental anthro-
pology; Erick Aune, a natural resource 
specialist from Detroit specializing in 
natural resource development; Laura 
Horochowski, an education informa-
tion specialist from Missouri special-
izing in fine arts.They will be focusing 
on San Juan, McKinley and Cibola 
counties. Anothe Americorp member,  

Shantel Farnsworth, is working for 
Rural Economic and Community De-
velopment, formerly known as the 
Farmers Home Administration. 

Nine AmeriCorps members are 
working with the San Juan Resource 
Conservation and Developrnent, the 
USDA Forest Service, Region 9 Eco-
nomic Development Distnct of South-
west Colorado, the Southern Ute Tribe, 
the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe and the 
San Juan Forum. 

Region 9 is up-dating its Overall 
Economic Development Plan. One 
worker, Amy Callard, a graduate of 
Colorado State Universitv with a mas-
ters degree in business administration 
and an undergraduate degree from 
Fort Lewis College, is up-dating data 
through information gathered from the 
Colorado Census Bureau, the National 
Census Bureau, the state office of the 
Division of Local Governments, 
County Clerks and Chamber of 
Comrnerces. 

The information will be offered to 
the public in written form, and through 
the San Juan Basin's new telecommu-
nications information system, SCAN, 
the Southwest Colorado Access Net-
work, 259-9350. The information is 
accessed by a computer with modem 
arid a telephone line. 

• 
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Three college graduates 
are hard at work in San 
Juan County as part of the 
new domestic Peace Corps, 
the AmeriCorps National 
Service Program. 

Although they are work-
ing on projects throughout 
southeastern Utah, the three 
are headquartered at the 
Monticello City Offices. 

In exchange for their hard 
work, the AmeriCorps pro-
gram provides a modest 
monthly stipend, health 
care, and an educational 
benefit. The $4,725 annual 
benefit can be used to fi-
nance tuition or pay back 
student loans. t 

All three AmeriCorps 
workers are college gradu-
ates. They say the program 
bridges the gap between col-
lege and graduate school or 
work. 

"We have the chance to 
develop work experience, 
serve communities, and 
pay off student loans," said 
Sam Sellers. 

Sellers graduated from 
Northwest Missouri State 
with a geology degree. He 
plans to further his educa-
tion by studying city plan-

• 

<-

Sellers is seeking fund-
ing for a Blue Mountain 
ski-area feasibility study. 
He also is developing a cor-
ridor management pro-
grarn for the Trail of the 
Ancients Scenic Byway. A 
third project is developing 
and marketing mountain 
bike trails on the Abajos. 

Sellers had never been in 
the Four Corners area be-
fore arriving for his 
AmeriCorps assignment. 

Henry Silentman, a 
Navajo from Twin Lakes, 
New Mexico, is working on 
a number of projects in the 
Montezuma Creek area. 

The 24-year-old graduate 
)f Grand Canyon Univer-
,ity has bachelor's degrees 

in French and Internation-
al Business. 

He recently returned 
from studies in France. Si-  

lentman plans to further his 
education with graduate 
work in economic develop-
ment or sociology. 

He is establishing a 
county-wide food bank to 
serve individuals who are 
not adequately served by ex-
isting social programs. 
The goal is to improve the 
nutritional content of diets 
in low-income families. 

Silentman encourages 
participation in this grass-
roots organization. Volun-
teers can donate time to 
serve on an advisory board 
or donate storage space for 
the food bank. Call 801-587-
2271 for more information. 

In addition, Silentman is 
working on a McElmo 
Creek irrigation project 
and development of the pro-
posed sheep dairy. 

Andrea Dyer is working 
on projects in Moab and the 
La Sal Mountains. The bi-
ology graduate from Mesa 
State College is completing 
a tree inventory of Moab. In 
addition, she is working 
with the Grand Water Con-
servancy District to develop 
guidelines for recreational 
use of Ken's Lake. 

Dyer will further her edu-
cation with studies in 
botany or counseling. 

SAN JUAN RECORD 
AZTEC, NEW MEXICO 
MARCH 22, 1995 
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AmeriCorps volunteers (I-r) Henry Silentman, Andrea Dyer, and 
Sam Sellers. Staff photo 

AmerlCorps program benefits area 
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• AmeriCorps 
Our Ranch San Juan Inc. benefits from volunteers 

SPECIAL TO THE DAILY TIMES 
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Photo courtesy AmeriCorps 

Shantel Farnsworth sits on a Texas long-horn bull at Our 
Ranch San Juan inc. 

he idea for Our Ranch San Juan 
inc. was developed by Browning 
and supported by the Americ-
Corps' local members, who work 
together to create a safer and 
stronger living environment for 

their community. 

Our Ranch is to provide a pro-
ject on which the entire com-
munity works together to 
enhance the enjoyment of life 
for all residents of the com-
munity, organizers said. 

Projects completed by the 
AmeriCorps members, com-
munity volunteers, sixth grade 
students from Nenahnezad 

- 

Boarding School in Fruitland, 
and by volunteers from the 
Farrnington DWI treatment 
facility include surveying the 
location for the new petting 
zoo, repainting picnic tables 
and a large awning above the 
tables, pulling weeds, laying 
irrigation pipe and painting 
the entrance way. 

About 20 AmeriCorps 
members, most of whom are 
based in Durango, Aztec and 
Shiprock, and other communi-
ty members gathered at Bob 
Browning's ranch on National 
Service Day to help prepare 
for the young visitors expect-
ed soon. 

The idea for Our Ranch San 
Juan Inc. was developed by 
Browning and supported by 
the AmericCorps' local mem-
bers, who work together to 
create a safer and stronger liv-
ing environment for their 
community. AmeriCorps 
members Erick Aune with the 
Natural Resource Conserva-
tion Service and Shantel 
Farnsworth with the Rural p I 
Economic Development Dis-
trict, both of which are locat-
ed in Aztec, organized the ~-, ~ 
event and solicited donations 
of supplies from 21 local busi-
nesses. 

Our Ranch is a 45-acrt 
ranch, which is called home 
by horses, one Texas long-
horned bull and other farm 
animals. 

Browning has offered the 
use of his ranch to local disad-
vantaged youth who would 
like to learn horsemanship 
skills and enjoy beingaround 
farm animals. 

The ranch offers a safe 
environment for youth to 
establish relationships with 
their peers, as well as with the 
animals at the ranch. Provid-
ing a positive experience at 
the ranch, where the youths 
input is valued and rewarded 
by the animals, is one of the 
goals of Our Ranch, said orga-
nizers. 

The long range mission of 

• 

• 
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The Aztec Local News 

Amen*Corps in San Juan County . 
Since early 1989, the Aztec Theater has been the home of the San Juan Chapter 9 of the 

Disabled American Veterans (DAV). The building was a sharnbles when it was donated to 

the DAV. Since then, with patience, their own and donated funds, and lots of ingenuity, 

DAV members have been renovating the building. The goal is to create a comfortable space 

for their own meetings and an entertainment and meeting space for the community. 

So far, the members of the DAV estimate they have volunteered 36,000 hours and spent 

S18,939 on repairing the building. With youthful vigor and dedication, the volunteers have 

achieved some amazing resiilts. Trash was cleared, walls were stabilized, a kitchen was 

installed, and energy conservation nieasures were impkmented. A thrift store was also 

established to raise funds. 
Recently the DAV received a boost in their efforts when AmeriCorps offered their ser-

vices. AmeriCorps members were referred to the Aztec Theater Project by Aztec City 

Manager Debi Lee. The DAV, AmenCorps, and Lee worked together on a grant proposal to 

replace the deteriorating roof, to upholster the theater seats, and to re-stucco the front of 

the building. The grant was [nailed on Feb. 7, and all involved eagerly await the outcome, 

which will be announced after Feb. 27. 
AmenCorps is a program that engages diverse groups of Americans in perforrning criti-

cal service to meet human environmental, public safety, and educational needs in return 

for vouchers for education, vocational training, or loan repayment. The focal team mem-

bers, Ana Comes, Laura Horochowski, and Erick Aune, are working in the Natural 

Resources Conservation Service office in Aztec. 4. 

• 

e 



• 

THE SAN JUAN RECORD 
SAN JUAN, 
MAY 17, 1995 

Food bank in Blanding gets new coat 

• 
The Americorps team 

painted the town of Blan-
ding — at least that is how 
the team members felt as 
they painted the inside 
walls and ceiling of the 
newly acquired San Juan 
County Food Bank build-
ing. 

The new food distribution 
center will open later this 
month, primarily through 
the efforts of Americorps 
team member Henry Silent-
man. Silentman wrote the 
proposal to establish a food 
bank to serve San Juan 
County's needy population. 

Food will come from do-
nations and purchased from 
the Utah Food Bank and lo-  

cal food stores. Needy fam-
ilies will be given a nutri-
tionally balanced seven-
day food supply. 

Henry Silentman coordi-
nated the inside paint party. 
Fellow Americorps team 
members Andrea Dyar, 
Sam Sellers, Eldon Miller, 
Anna Prawl, and Nancy 
Steele; their Americorps su-
pervisor, Kresha Eastman 
and her son, Klint; and 
Allison Williams, a local 
VISTA volunteer working 
with students at Albert R. 

Lyman Middle School, all 
participated in the project., 

Local Boy Scouts may 
clean the grounds as a pos-
sible Eagle Scout project. 

• 
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CROSS CURRENTS 
FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO 

GOines, Erick Aune, Laura 

Horochowski, and Shantcl Farnsworth, 

who are Ameri-Corps workers out of the 

Aztec office, have become partners in 

this project. They will collect data on 

growth throughout thc Four Corners 

region, and they'll use it in a survey of 

citizens in ihe region. 

We will compile the results into a 

report that will show directions of 

growth in communities of the San Juan 
Basin and how these directions might 

affect cach of the other communities. 
I hare described in an earlier 

column the importance of forests to 
the entire Four Corners region. Many 

MAY 19, 1994 Ameri-Corps workers help 
study region's population growth 

By David Eppich, 

I discussed population growth in 

the Four Comers region in 
"Basin Bulktin" Ia.st February_ 

Growth in any one community will have 

implications for o(hcrs. 

The San Juan Forum will undertake a 

projec. the next several months that 

laoks ai erowth in a regional sensc. Ana 

FOUR CORNERS BUSINESS WEEKLY 
AZTEC, NEW MEXICO 
JUNE 15, 1995 

AmeriCorps in 
San Juan County 

Tearn USDA/AmerlCorps members 

arc all abroad at the Natural ResoUrce,  
Conservation Service (NRCSÌ olTice 

A7tec. NM. They wtil be assisting thc 

HUB Resourcc. Cons,:rvation and 

Development (RC8c1)) p:•ogrJm. a furor 
development imitative with the missiun 

of identifyIng ¿rod marching local citi-

zens' nftds with opportunibe, and sole. 

111.P1). 10 problems. By au:eh:rating con-

servation. developrncnt and utilization ol 

natural resouccs. RCAD serves to 

improve thc general level of economic 

activity and to enhance the environment 
and standard of hying of loeal comiriuni-

ties. RC&D is a USDA program adrnm-

The San Juan Forurn will host a 

conference on October I 1-12 that will 

build from the forest association meeting 

and concentrate on improving rural 

economies and forest health by promot-

ing ncw and more efficient uses of forest 

products. 

As Kirk ]ohnson also states, "A 

growing number of participants in forest 

policy deliberations have come to 

believe that economic and environmental 

goals must be joined, or both will 

ultimately suffer." 

If you.  havc comments or questions, 

please write to Dave Eppich, San Juan 

Forum, c/o Fort Lewis College, Du-

rango, CO 81301-3999, or call 970-247-

7328. 

(David Eppich, a Farmington native, 

is the executive director of the San Juan 

Forum and assistant to the president of 

1.-ort Lewis College }  

entities in our area are now coming 
together to work through the issues 
conccrning healthy forests. 

Kirk Johnson, a research analyst with 
the Northwest Policy Center at thc 
Univcrsity of Washington, states, "The 
time is right to expand incentives for 

promoting environmental stewardship 
and long-term economic productivity on 
forest lands. After years of debate, a 
growing number of on-the-ground 

partnerships are forming, involving large 

and small landowners, tribes, environ-

mentalists, public agencies, universities, 
and others. These partncrships are 
helping to pioneer the concepts of 
watershed and ecosystem management, 
and to dcvclop new, environmentally 
sound strategies for revitalizing re-
source-based economics." 

A conference held on May 4 by the 
San Juan National Forest Association 
was a good start in this new approach. 
Laurie Gruel, director of thc forest 

assoc iati on , facilitated this excellent 
meeting. Presenters included Dr. Bill 

Romnie of Fort Lewis Collegc, Mikc 

Znerold and Jim Powers of San Juan 

National Forest Service, and Mike 

Preston of Fort Lewis College, who is 

the project coordinator for the Pine Zone 

Project. 

istered by the NRCS. The AmeriCurps 

team will focus their efforts in the 
sanluan. McKinley and Cibola counties 

of New Mexico. 
The team has been contacting local 

governments and community grourts to 

offer their servi%xs and identify needs. 

Almady. they are participating in three 

projects 'lithe tn-city area. They are cur-

rently looliang for prujects. with an 

emphasis on industries based on natural 

resources, in whtch thcy can Ix tnvolved. 

They are c4rn to suggestions and able tu 

do the research and the grant writing 

necessary to get things donc. Feel free to 

contact Ana Goines. Erick Annc or 

Laura Hotochowski at the NRCS office 

al 505-334-6XXX.1 
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Bird Condo 

Stahl Natural Area off River Road in Bedminster Township. From left are Doris Ignatow, Wendy Aresge 
Volunteers from Americorps hoist one of two new purple martin houses installed Monday at the Robert 

and Chris Marahan. The deluxe bird houses, donated by the Garden Club of the Somerset Hills, are de-
signed to attract colonies of purple martins, which feed en mosquitos and other flying insects. 
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Job program boon to area nature sites 
• Workers in President Clinton's Americorps college assis-
tance program help the southern New Jersey environment 
while gaining valuable job experience. 

By RICHARD DEGENER. 
Staff Writer 

CAPE MAY COURT HOUSE — 
The rare winter tourist who 
stumbles into Cape May County's 
welcome center on a cold Feb-
ruary day normally would be  

lucky to get somebody to point 
them in the direction of the 
beach. 

But this February, thanks to 
President Clinton's Americorps 
program, that tourist will meet 
Linda Gray and get the complete 
scoop on all of the resort penin-  

sula's ecological gems. 
They may end up heading over 

to the Wetlands Institute or 
Leamings Run Gardens. Soon, 
they will even be carrying a bro-
chure of environmental "dos and 
don'ts" that Americorps worker 
Russell Holst is preparing. 

"It's been nice to have people 
to assist the tourists. Normally in 
winter we don't have anybody," 
said Robert Patterson Jr., who 
directs the Cape May County 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Promoting "ecotourism,' 
teaching Atlantic County school 
children how recycling helps th( 
environment, planting dun( 
grass in Ocean City, and design 
ing a program to protect well: 
from pollution. 

These are just a few of th( 
things Americorps workers ar( 
doing in the Cape-Atlantic re 
gion, and doing it at no charge U. 
the organizations they assist. 

E] See Program, Page A4 
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EAST AURORA BEE , 
EAST AURORA, NEW YORK 

FEBRUARY 23, 1995 

AmeriCorps team in EA 
finishes map transfers 

The USDA/AnteriCorps team 
based in East Aurora has com-
pleted transferring the 32 Erie 
County Fish and Wildlife Service 
National Wetlands Inventory 
maps from paper to computer 
format. The data were joined by 
computer to create a complete 
Erie County wetlands map. The 
five-member team began this 
work when their service term 
started it) September. 

The wetlands data, when 
overlayed on other computer 
niaps, will provide an efficient 
and accurate means of identifying 
wetlands locations, boundaries 
and classifications to agencies 
and municipalities with 
Geographic Information Systerns 
(G IS) capabilities. The 
ArneriCorps team will make the 
data available at no cost to local 
communities in their effort to 
promote the use of GIS in West-
ern New York, according to a 
recent press release. 

"Getting things done for 
America is the AmeriCorps mot-
to," said John Whitney, USDA 

•• 

NRCS District Conservationist 
and prograrn director. "The five 
members of the East Aurora 
basi)d ArneriCorps team have cer-
tainly lived up to tliat motto. ill 
the last few months, they have 
developed and assembled many 
data layers that will help with 
efforts to implement geographic 
information systems throughout 
Erie County. Benefits of the 
AmeriCorps team's efforts are be-
ing realized as communities start 
using CIS to more effectively and 
efficiently protect environmental 
resources and direct future devel-
opment with greater sensitivity to 
environmental constraints, eco-
nomic impacts, community needs 
and individual land rights." 

in addition to the wetlands in-
ventory mapping, ongoing US-
DA/AmeriCorps projects include 
creating a GIS tax parcel base 
map for rural areas of Erie 
County in conjunction with In-
teligis Corporation, producing a 
series of forest management 
maps with the Seneca National of 
Indians, and generating original 
maps with the WNY Land Con-
servancy, American Chestnut 
Foundation, West Seneca 
AmeriCorps, Governor's Office of 
Voluntary Service and a number 
of other agencies and community 
organizations. 

Of the 42 USDA sponsored 
AzneriCorps sites nationwide, the 
East Aurora based program is the 
only one in New York State. 
Members are Melissa Brice of 
Clarence, Michael Gangerni of 
Hamburg, Lisa Matthies of Al-
den, Jef£rey Rosier of Arcade and 
Betsy Vazquez of Lancaster. 
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Lisa Malthies 

Lisa Matthies, a 1990 Alden High 
School graduate and a 1994 graduate 
of Alfred University, recently helped 
complete transferring 32 Erie Coun-
ty F'ish and Wi]dlife Service Nation-
al Wetlands Inventory rnaps from 
paper to computer format. Matthies, 
23, is part of a five mernber 
USDA/ArneriCorps teani based in 
East Aurora. 

As an example of how the work 
AmeriCorps does aids communities, 
Lisa explains, "By request, we have 
plotted two maps of the Town of 
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ALDEN ADVERTISER 
ALDEN, NEW YORK 

MARCH 9, 1995 

Alden Resident Participates 
in AmeriCorps Project 
Alden, fil st to receive Welland data from study 

Alden - one displaying NYS DEC 
Wetland delineations, and one show-
ing US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Wetlands. These maps will provide 
an accurate and efficient means of 
locating wetlands in the Town of 
Mden. Alden is the first town in 
Erie County to receive Wetland data 
frorn AmeriCorps." 

The wetlands data, when over-
laid on other computer maps, will 
provide an efficient and accurate 
means of identifying wetland loca-
tions, boundaries, and classifications 
to agencies and municipalities with 
Geographic Information System 
(GIS) capabilities. The AmeriCorps 
team will make the data available at 
no cost to local communities in their 
effort to promote the use of GIS in 
Western New York. 

In addition to the wetland inven-
tory mapping, ongoing 
USDA/AmeriCorp projects include 
creating a GIS tax parcel base map 
for rural areas of Erie County in 
conjunction with Inteligis Corpora-
tion, producing a series of forest 
management maps with the Seneca 
Nation of Indians, and generating 
original maps with the WNY Land 
Conservancy, American Chestnut 
Foundation, West Seneca Ameri-
Corps, Governor's Office of Volun-
tary Service and a nurnber of other 
agencies and community organiza-
tions. 

Of the 42 USDA sponsored Ameri-
Corps sites nationwide, the East 
Aurora based program is the only 
one in New York State. 

. 

• 
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AmeriCorps program contributing much to nation's €uture 

• 

If the focus of the current (and un-
timely) political debate over the 5-
month-old AmeriCorps national service 
program were directed toward the re-
sults of full-time service instead of 
AmeriCorps "volunteer" status, critics 
threatening to pliminate the program 
would note: 

AmeriCorps programs are devoted 
to increasing the quality and volume 
of community service by taking advan-
tage of America's resource of youth. 
By working directly with the communi-
ty on a full-time basis, AmeriCorps 
members enhance their communication 

teamwork skills, gain a strong 
sense of personal achievernent and re-
sponsibility, and, most importantly, in-
crease their awareness of and commit-
ment to community needs. 

Two AmeriCorps programs exist in  

Western New York — a NYS Corps - 
Collaboration site in West Seneca and 
a National Direct program sponsored 
by the United States Department of 
Agriculture in East Aurora. As one of 
the five members of the Arneri-
Corps/USDA team based at the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service in 
East Aurora, I see the benefits of 
AmeriCorps firsthand. 

The goal of our AmeriCorps pro-
'gram is to support resource manage-
ment and protection in Western New 
York in part using Geographic Infor-
mation Systems. Our focus has been 
on digitizing data (converting maps 
from paper to computer format) for 
efficient, accurate analysis and man-
agement. In the short time Ameri-
Corps has been in existence, we have 
worked on GIS projects in cooperation  

with numerous local agencies and mu-, 
nicipalities, assisted in soil and water 
conservation practices, and trained and 
worked alongside eight Earth Tearn 
volunteers. 

The need for quality production of 
digitized data and instruction in GIS 
will become essential as increased 
members of organizations store and 
manage cartographic data by comput-
er. The East Aurora Ameri-
Corps/USDA team has incredible po-
tential to facilitate GIS data 
production and education in Western 
New York — but only if ArneriCorps 
survives the war of words in Washing-
ton. 

LISA A. MATTHIES 
AmenCorps/USDA 

Alden 
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EA USDA/AmeriCorps offers geographic, map resources 
The USDA/AmeriCorps Team 

based at the East Aurora district 
office of the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service has 
geographic and natural resource 
data available for Western New 
York community organizations 
and agencies at no coat. Through 
the' use of Geographic Informa-
tion System (GIS) technology, 
AmeriCorpa has created or ac-  

quired the following computer 
data: 

• Wetlands in Erie and Niaga-
ra Counties delineated by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
National Wetlands Inventory. 

• Wetlanda in Erie and Niaga-
ra Counties delineated by the 
NYS Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation. 

• A School District map of Erie  

County that follows parcel lines. 
• Tax Parcel boundariea and 

Real Property Information 
System parcel labels for the 
Towns of Wales, Holland, Sardi-
nia, North Collins and Collins (so 
far). Included are fire, water and 
aewer districts, political boundar-
ies and rights-of-way. 

• Roads, waterways, political 
boundaries in Western New York  

from the U.S. Census Bureau 
TIGER files. 

All data can be plotted at scales 
most effective for the user's needs 
as paper maps or exported- by 
computer to organizations having 
GIS capabilities. Using GIS, 
AmeriCorps members can also 
create mapa displaying more than 
one of the listed data coveragea to 
customize mapa based on the us-
er's needa. For example, a map 

. showing parcel lines overlaid with 
wetlands has been created of the 
Town of Wales. This type of map 
is especially important and effec-
tive in resource management and 
land use planning. Members of 
the AmeriCorps/USDA program 
can also provide initial instruc-
tion in GIS and are available for 
demonstrations of GIS technology 
and its applications in community 
planning and resource manage-
ment. 

Activities are underway to com-
puterize soil maps from the pub-
lished "Soil Survey of Erie 
County, New York." This data 
should be available for northern 
Erie County by next fall. 

• 
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• AtheriCorps unit completes 
mapping chore for county 

"I'he five-member Ameri-
Corps technical unit based in 
East Aurora has completed its 
firSt task, computerizing paper 
maps of Erie County's wetlands 
so that as map overlays they 
are readily availahle for devel-
opers and municipal planners. 

The unit, guided by District 
Conservationist John Whitney 
of the- U.S. Soil Conservation 
Service, began work last Sep-
tember. The coinputerized data 
wlieii overlayed on other com-

puterized maps will provide an 
efficient and accurate means of,. 
identifying wetlands for agencies 
with Geographic Information 
Systeins. The East Aurora 
AmeriCorps unit is one of 42 
tied to a U.S. Department of . 
Agriculture agency andthe only 
one of its kind in New Yo'rk. 

Other tasks awaiting the . 
team during its service period 
are creating a computerized ;tax 
parcel map, forest management 
map and other maps, The; East, 
Aurora AmeriCorps team will 
be working witli the Seneca In-
dian Nation, Western New 
York Land Conservancy, Amer-
ican Chestnut Foundation,,the 
Governor's Office of Rural Ser7 
vice and West Seneca ,Ameri4 
Corps unit and otlier agehcies. 

Technical AmeriCorps•mem 
bers who work 1,700 hours are 
paid $6.62 per hours up to r i 
$17,0011 and are given a $4;700 
tuition voucher. . 

• 
THE BUFFALO NEWS 

BUFFALO, NEW YORK 
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HEN President Clin-
ton introduced his 
plan for a national and 
communal ti-We 
ProtirlIP &me years 
ago, .kel. Berg knew' 

r":...e project's cOnCept 0 a "do-
--* nestle Peace Cote would 
i.. :atoll fire. 
..,'—' Berg, a formerEpring Valley 
6Loresident, believed feHently 
at enoug)-  in the Amerps pro-
'c gram to devote a pail of his life 
, ,o It And as director of the U.S. 
4 Department of Agriculture's 
f:d ximponent.of AmeriCorps, Berg 
O s witness to the program's 

p-assroots success in commu-
3riffles across the country.. - 

"I ca.n attest that it's working 
w well," says Berg, who's 30 and a 

1982 Spring Valley Nigh School 
' -̀ f

r
:li

s
iatt. "Tye met witb bun-

of members around the "-1  
...-i. k. „., count. y, and I like to 'Non ,..j 

- -,.. alongside the members. Theft, 
,_-_,' getting as much out of tbe pro-
t,e gram as they're putting in." 
V Berg recently took a 1,400-
(„) rnile field trip from his Washing-

ton. D.C., office to Tennessee, 
,9 Louisiana, Arkansas and 

 
Missis-'

 1
noi In December, be swung 

,ugh Oregon, Washington 
e and northern California. 

ong the way he made stops at 
n ArneriCorps projects and pitched 
,...,'''' in with constructing fishery habi-
"S Lats. pruning trees and building 
C4 trails. 
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Non P•ny SERVING THE COMMUNITY' Satnona Wilson, Mark Bey, Vaughn Hovtard and Joe/ Berg, in black shin. sort clothes for the needy last Keek al Bread for the City in a'ashington. D.C Berg. formerly of Spring Valley. Ls the director of the Department of Agriculture's component of Amencorps. %/itch sponsors the ann-hunger learn. 
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A program that works 
As head of a division of AmeriCorps, a Spring Valley native 

ees itš rnehibetsmaking a dffferenc4:10:communities around the nation 

AnleriCOMOS 
How to join 

Call: 1-800-94-CORP 

What you'Il got: An 
information package on now 
the program works. a listrig 
describing all the programs 
in the country, and an 
application form to fil out 
and retum to AmenCerps 
national headquarters in 
Washington, D.C. 

needed. 

AmeriCorps cost $376 million 
to administer last year, the pro-
gram started in September Berg 
says it costs about 820.000 per 
". ~~"~nr Thc , o. ~~,,, ..-

lion, in anticipation of a growing 
membership. The project's goal 
is 100.000 members by late 1996, 
at a three-year cost of $1 5 bil-
lion. 

At 20.000 members, the pro-
gram enrolls 4,500 more than the 
Peace Corps at its 1966 pe.ak. 

ArneriCorps is run by state 
organizations and financed in 
part by local contributions. Com-
munities decide what kinds of 
service are in their best interest. 
Programs that qualify must 
meet the educational, human, 
environmental or public safety 
needs of the communities. 

Berg defines the USDA com-
ponent's role in AmeriCorps as 
threefold: fighting hunger, which 
encompasses 150 members, pro-
tecting the environment and ru-
ral development, which occupy 

- • - ' - - •  

opment are college graduates 
and receive a $12,000 stipend. 

"For regular folks, it's very 
popular," Berg says. "It cuts 
across all ages and ideologies. 
Most of the members are in their 
early to mid-20s, but a fair 
number are M middle age and a 
bunch are senior citizens." 

Full-time work 

Berg notes the program re-
ceived bipartisan support in Con-
gress When AmeriCorps 
legislation pas.sed in 1993, 26 
House Republicans and seven 
Senate Republicans voted tor it. 
Rockland's congressrnan, Rep. 
Benjamin Gilman, R-Middle-
town, co-sponsored the original 
legislation for the program. 

"He's been an enthusiastic  

The Joel Barg A. 
Agei 30 

nosloatitcm Washington, 
D.C. 

PamByt Single 

Idsmiations Sump Veiny 
High &MO( 1982; 
Columbia Ursversrty, 198d 

Caroon Member, Bruce 
Babbitt's presidential 
campaign team. 1987; 
Pcficy analyst, Progressive 
Policy institute ol 
Democratic Leadership 
Counca, focusing on 
national service, 1988-1991; 
member, BM Canton's 
presidential campeiciin team, 
1992; director of public 
affairs, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, 1992: USDA 
director of public liaison, 
1993; USDA director of 
national service, 1994 to 
present 

Intoesstsi Writing poetry. 

• 
Andrew Zarutskie, a Gilman 
spokesman. "He anticipates sup-
porting lts continuation if and 
wben it comes up for a vote. He 
feels it's a good program and be 
doesn't care who proposes it." 

Not everyooe in Congress is 
satisfied with ArneriCorps, how-
ever. Some Republicans on Capi-
tol Hill want to abolish tbe 
program; others consider the 
corps members volunteers who 
should not be paid. Berg scoffs 
at that notion. members work 
full time, putting in 1,700 hours 
per year, he says. 

"The day you can find people 
who serve in the military and the 
Congress for free is the day you 
can find someooe to work year-
round for free," he savs. "Most 
of our members are from the 
middle class. If they didn't get 
paid a small living wage, they 
couldn't afford to do it. 

"No one is doing it just for 
the money, but you need money 
to eat for a year. I challenge 
critics to go out and see a site, 
see tbe work being done. This is 
a full-time commitment to serv-
ice." 

Berg says no Rocklanders are 
mernbers of the USDA compo- 
nent of AmeriCorps, and that the 
closest project to Rockland is in 
Middlesex County, N.J In the 
overall AmeriCorps program, 
the closest projects are in New 
York City. 

Because members usually are 
recruited by local community 
service groups and no national 
clearinghouse yet exists, Ameri• 
Corps officials could not say if 
any Rocklanders participate in 
the overall program. says Ame-
riCorps spokesman Bill Barrett 

Budding politician 
Berg's involvement in com-

munity service stems from his 
longtime interest in politic-is Al 

In Nebraska he helped cart 
away debris from a stream bed 
Ior a flood cleanup project. In 
local programs that emphasize 
education, he has entered class-
rooms to weigh in on environ-
mental and nutritional themes. 

"Communities throughout the 
country are benefiting from Joel 
Berg's tireless efforts on behalf 
of National Service," says Eli 
Segal. the president of Ameri-
Corps. formally known as the 
Corporation for National Serv-
ice. 

College down payment 
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The USDA has more Ameri-
Corps members — 1,200 — than 

'any other federal agency. The 
program enrolls 20,000 people 
age 17 or older. primarily young 
adults, in 350 nonprofit pro-
grams. 

Corps members run child-
hood im.munization programs; 
build inner-city gardens; fix di-
lapidated homes, restore wildlife 
habitats. tutor students in Head 
Start and early childhood educa-
tion programs; escort the elderly 

0
o ugb high-crime areas and 

orm other activities, all the 
e earning money that will 

p pay their college bill. 
H workers can make it 

through one year's work. they 
will have put in trust a $4,725 
grant they can draw on to pay 
for college or vocational train-
ing. Tbe commitment can last 
one or two years. Those hired 
also get a $7.600 annual stipend 
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A PID9IAIN INakes a dillerence 
AMERICORPS 
continued from C1 

age 14, he wrote an article in the 
Kakiat Junior High school 
newspaper on what he viewed as 
drug abuse among his fellow stud-
ents. 

When the school board moved 
to squelch the article, Berg sought 
local newspaper and radio cover-
age to publicize his position. 

"I felt it was a greater First 
Amendment issue," he says. "That 
started me in politics. I saw how a 
person in office could affect public 
policy." 

At age 18, he ran for a position 
on the East Ramapo district's 
school board. While a student at 
Columbia University, he worked 
on Democrat Gary Hart's presi-
dential campaign, and on Bruce 
Levine's first campaign for the 
Rockland County Legislature in 
1985. 

Berg continued to forge his 
imprint in the political arena after 
graduating from Columbia in 1986. 
That year, he accepted the Demo-
cratic mantle in the race for state 
senator against popular incumbent 
Eugene Levy, who won easily. 

Thereafter followed a stint  

working in New York on Bruce 
Babbitt's presidential campaign. 
After the election in 1988, Berg 
came to Washington and landed a 
job as a policy analyst for the 
Democratic Leadership Council's 
Progressive Policy Institute. His 
primary issue was national serv-
ice. 

The council, chaired by Sen. 
Sam Nunn, introduced a project 
called City Year in Boston that 
attracted Clinton's attention, Berg 
says. 

"In the past, programs like the 
Peace Corps and VISTA (Volun-
teers in Service to America) were 
mainly for upper middle class 
people. And there were other pro-
grams for kids from lower eco-
nomic levels. But City Year 
connected all kinds of kids. Clinton 
saw this and he went from enthusi-
astic to evangelical. He made na-
tional service one of the 
centerpieces of his campaign." 

'Getting things done' 

Berg worked on Clinton's cam-
paign for a year and was a memb-
er of his transition team. For three 
months, he held the position of 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
director of public affairs, report-
ing to then Secretary of Agricul-  

ture Mike Espy. 
For the next year, he served as 

USDA director of public liaison, 
which entailed dealing with special 
interest groups. 

"People have to remember 
that the USDA is not just involved 
with farming," Berg says. "It's 
also nutrition, inspecting meat, 
world development, research, na-
tional forests." 

A year ago, Berg secured his 
current position, USDA director of 
national service, in which he 
strives toward four general goals: 
"getting things done, promoting 
community, building responsibility 
and expanding opportunity." 

Berg works with community-
based agencies such as youth serv-
ice corps, soil conservation dis-
tricts and county governments. He 
reports to Segal, the AmeriCorps 
president, and Dan Glickman, the 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture. 

"The leadership and spirit of 
Joel and his colleagues at the 
Department of Agriculture," says 
Segal, "have inspired creation of 
service programs that make a 
difference to thousands of fami-
lies, and give hundreds of Ameri-
Corps participants a chance to 
give something back to their coun-
try." 

• 
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CHEROKEE, NORTH CAROLINA 

APRIL 5, 1995 

AmeriCorpsi James Bradley To Assist 
With Home Loans On Reservation 

The United States Deparunent 
of Agriculture (USDA) announces 
that AmeriCorps member-  James 
Bradley wilI be working-  in an 
outreach program on the Cherokee 
Indian Reservation through the 
Rural Economic and Commanity 
Development Service (RECD). ME 
Bradley is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Red Bradley of the Soco 
community. - 

AmcriCorps is a program that 
engages diverse groups of 
Americans in performing critical 
services to meet hurnan, 
environmental, public safety, and 
educational needs in return for 
vouchers for education, vocational 
training, or loan repayment aftcr 
1,700 hours of service. 

USDA is running three types of 
AmeriCorps teams at urban, and 
rural sites riati,:saaqde; an Anti-
Hunger Team, a Public Lands and 
Environment Tearn, and a Rural 
Development Team. 

Bradley will be working with 
the RECD Guaranteed Housing 
Loans Program which assists 
moderate-income Americans who do 
not have a down payment when 
qualifying for a mortgage. The 
USDA/AmcriCorps member's main 
goal during this time of service is 
to build an effective outrcach 
program between RECD and the 
Eastcrn Cherokce Tribe. He will  

also be working in Jackson, Swain, 
and Haywood Counties. 

Many lending institutions arc 
hesitant to make housing loans to 
members of the Tribe residing on 
the Qualla Boundary due to the 
Possessory Land Holding situation. 
Bradley will be working through the 
RECD Guaranteed Loan Program to 
encourage banks to make heusing 
loans to Tribal members. 

The RECD also makes low 
interest home repair loans and 
grants, which may only be used for 
needed structural repair or to remove 
health or safety hazards. Applicants 
must be over 62 years of age to 
qualify for a grant. 

Anyone with questions about 
the RECD Guaranteed Housing 
Loan Program or home repair loans 
and grants, call Bradley at (704) 586-
5549. You may also call your local 
lending insdunien for information 
on the Guaranteed Housing Loans 
program. 

The AmeriCorps member will 
also be compiling a directory of 
available local resources for use on 
the Reservation. Anyone with 
information about other sources of 
funding for housing, about any 
possibte housing grants, or about 
any Indian-owned businesses such 
as contractors, surveyors, plumbers. 
electricians, that could be included 
in the directory may call Bradley at 
the sarne number_ 

o 
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ASHEVILLE CITIZEN-T1MES 
, ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 

' , SEPTEMBER 13, 1994 

AmeriCorps volunteers to tac:de Asheville parks 
By Clarke Morrison 

STAFF WRITI_Fi. 

Teams of volunteers will 
spend the next year beautifying 
and improving acces.i to some of 
A.sheville's parks as part of Presi-
dent Clinton's ArneriCorps nation-
al service program. 

The program is providing 
$12,000 to hire recent UNCA 
graduate Diane Ducharrne, who 
also will receive a $4,725 stipend to 
be applied toward graduate school 
or student loans, said J.C. Srnith of 
the U.S. Forest Service, the agen-
cy supervising the effort. 

Ducharme will recruit volun-
teers and coordinate the work on 
Martin Luther King Park, Weaver 
Park, Walton Street Park, the 
Montford Center and Reid Center. 

"We are excited to be working 
with the city of Asheville to make 
our local parks more accessible to 
all members of the community," 
said Fred Foster, rural develop-  

rnent coordinator in the Forest 
Service's Asheville office. "The 
Asheville Parks and Recreation 
Department has offered rnoney, 
materials and expertise to rnake 
this joint project succeed." 

The city and the Forest Ser-
vice will hold a kickoff ceremony at 
Weaver Park at 11 a.m. Thursday. 

Smith said many of the city's 
park facaities aren't accessible by 
the handicapped. For example, 
gates to tennis courts and basket-
ball courts are too narrow to get 
through, water fountains are too 
tall, and bathrooms aren't accessi-
ble, he said. 

And yes, the wheelchair-
bound do play tennis and basket-
ball, Smith said. ' 

"We also hope to plant trees, 
shrubs and flowers to make our 
parks more attractive," said Ray 
Kisiah, city parks director. "Based 
on the response we have received 
so far, we are optimistic that there  

will literally be a flood of local vol-
unteers to help ensure the success 
of this community project. 
Through the help of community 
groups we will be able to accom-
plish a great deal more." 

To volunteer, call 257-4215. 
Clinton signed the legislation 

creating the national service pro-
gram last year. The goal is to give 
Americans opportunities to serve 
their country in organized efforts, 
fostering citizen responsibility and 
building their communities. 

PHOT137,OPY 
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C01411111' T SERVICE 

AMERICORP VOLUNTEER: CHEROKEE — Robert Hawk II, an AmeriCorp ' 
volunteer, will begin working in Cherokee on parks and recreation plans as well as 
cleaning up and developing new parts, said Susie Arkansas, of the Tribal Planning 
Office. AmeriCorp is a national service program where volunteers are paid a $12,000 
stipend and a $4,725 stipend toward their education or student loans. Hawk, who will 
be working with Arkansas, will be doing a reservation-wide survey to pinpoint needs 
In the community and then develop a priority list based on the survey. An overall 
parks and recreation plan will be put in place and then volunteers will be signed up 
and donations and grants sought, Arkansas said. 

. 
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Mangum Shelter Beit 
Was America's First 
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— stag phew by UM*-13.11% Sanger 

AmeriCorps volunteer Brent Smith, 24, of Sentinel 
packs dirt around a red cedar seedling as that will 
be part of a windbreak. 

By Lillie-Beth Sanger 
= Lawton Bureau 

CoL Frank H. Shepard remembers 
well the blowing sand and dirt that 
gave Oklahoma a place among the Dust 
Bowl states in the 1930s. 

Shepard, 75, of Midwest City also re-
members the efforts in which he partic- 
ipated to conserve the soil for Oklaho-
ma farmers by planting trees and 
reshaping farmlands. 

"The sand had blown so hard it had 
covered tip all the fences," Shepard 
said. "You couldn't find the fences. You 
couldn't fmd the farm implements. ... 
You could actually see the soil mov-
ing." 

At the time, he became part of the 
Civilian Conservation Corps' move-
ment to plant rows of trees —  
shelter belts — to serve as windbreaks 
for the farms losing soil to erosion. 

CCC volunteers planted 2,000 miles  

of shelter belts in Oklahoma alone, as 
well as others from Texas to the Dako-
tas, said Dwain Phillips, a public af-
fairs specialist with the National Re-
sources Conservation Service in 
Stillwater. 

Their efforts helped put an end to the 
Dust Bowl, he said. 

The first shelter belt in the nation, 
located near Mangum, was planted 
March 18, 1935. It still has the same 
trees, along with a few new ones. 

On Friday, Shepard and other for-
mer CCC volunteers, state conserva-
tion officials and members of the 
AmeriCorps volunteer service program 
will celebrate the 60th anniversary at 
the shelter belt. 

The Mangum shelter belt, one of the 
larger ones planted, is about 12 rows of 
trees thick and provides the windbreak 
on an isolated field surrounded by shel-

See TREES, Page 2 
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From Page 1 

ter belts on all sides. It also shelters wildlife, 
from deer to turkeys. 

Pat Curtis owns shelter belt No. 1 and re-
members her husband, the late Horace Curtis, 
telling stories about helping plant the wind-
break to stop the blowing sand, which they 
called "sugar sand" because of the way it 
moved. 

Curtis' father opened his land to the radical 
shelter belt idea amid skepticism from other 
farmers, Pat Curtis said. 

"We were in a drought. There was no rain 
coming in," and farmers didn't think the trees 
would live, she remembered. "Some of the 
farmers didn't want to give up their land." 

But Horace Curtis didn't take his shelter 
belts for granted, said Pat Curtis, noting her 
husband's protective attitude in taking care of 
the nation's first one. 

"The years have taken some of them, but 
those that are left are those that were planted 
60 years ago," Pat Curtis said. "That's some-
thing. For that, he just didn't want it de-
stroyed." 

The windbreaks aren't hard to spot on Okla-
homa's landscape. Trees are planted in rows 
and line edges of fields. Smaller trees are plant- 
ed on the outside, the larger ones closer to the 
field to provide the greatest protection. Fuller 
trees, like cedars, often fill in gaps. 

And if you stand inside one on a windy day, 
you can hardly feel the breeze. 

Sixty years after "No. 1," a new group of 
workers is renovating shelter belts in western 
Oklahoma as members of AmeriCorps, the na-
tional service program implemented last year. 

Brent Smith, 24, joined the program to pay off  

student loans and to learn more about the soil 
conservation side or agronomy, his major at 
Cameron University in Lawton. 

Since September: he has cleared debris, 
chopped down, dead *es' and prepared the 
ground for planting ngw onei.  

The shelteibelt ̀ where Smilli works at Moon-
light Farm neaf SentineLowned by Rusty Rig-
gin, now has just one row of tall trees because 
high winds last summer destroyed many of the 
others. 

Smith and his work crew began planting two 
more rows of red cedar seedlings last week. 

"It feels good to actually see what we've ac-
complished," Smith said. Newer windbreaks 
contain three to five rows of trees, unlike the 
first one's 12 or so. 

Many farmers take the windbreaks for grant-
ed because they were planted so long ago, said 
Linden Haygood, district conservationist for 
the Conservation Service in Mangum. 

"They've been here forever, and a lot of times 
they (farmers) don't care for them the way they 
should," Haygood said. 

He said that since the AmeriCorps program 
began last fall, more have asked for their 
names to be added to the waiting list. 

The shelter belt celebration will begin at 10 
a.m. Friday. The 20 AmeriCorps program mem-
bers in southwest Oklahoma, all, working 
through the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
will be recognized, and U.S. Rep. Frank Lucas, 
R-Cheyenne, and Paul Johnson, chief of the 
Conservation Service, will be among the speak-
ers.. 

A lunch will follow. 

• s 
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Sentinel AmeriCorps members are busy with the 
he!p of Kevin Rotel( and his Sentinel technology 
students making signs to put in the windbreak that 

will be honored on its 60th anniversary next week, 
March 18. Working on the sign are Michael Smith, 
Matthew Callahan, Chad Gross, AmertCorn and 
Chris Keen., TS1 students. 

Ceremony to honor oldest 
living sheiterbelt in nation 

The oldest living shelterbelt in 
the nation, located in the north 
part of Greer County, will be 60 
years old on March 18. A spe-
cial prograrn has been planned 
at the site of the shelterbelt lo-
cated on the Pat Curtis farm, 10 
miles north and five miles east 
of Mangum. The program will 
also recognize the National 
AmeriCorps Service. The event 
will begin at 10 a.m. 

Guest speakers will be U.S. 
Representative Frank Lucas and 
NRCS Chief, Paul Johnson. 

For more information on the 
program, contact the Great Plains 
Resource Conservation and De-
velopment office in Sentinel at 
405-393-4319. The AmeriCorps 
Service Program, one of three in 
Oklahoma involved in environ-
mental service, is housed at the 
RC&D office also. Tom Wilson 
is Project Director for the 
ArneriCorps team which is work-
ing to renovate the windbreaks. 

Shelterbelts were planted as 
part of the Prairie States Forestry 
Project in the late 1930s and 
early 1940s to help control wind 
erosion during the "Dust Bowl." 
Over 2,000 miles of windbreaks 
were planted in Oklahoma under 
this project which was originally 
managed by the USDA Forest 
Service and transferred to the 
NRCS in 1942. Civilian Conser-
vation Corps (CCC) members 
helped- plant many of the first 
windbreaks. 

The 20 persons working for 
the AmeriCorps, six of them out 
of the Sentinel office, are remov-
ing dead trees and replanting ar-
eas that have been lost over the 
years. 

"These shelterbelts have pro-
tected cropland and pastures for 
more than 50 years. As these 
AmeriCorps crew-rnembers reno-
vate and make new plantings, 
ranchers in western Oklahoma 
can continue to have windbreak 
protection for many more years," 
says A.E. "Buddy" Cranford, 
Sentinel, president of the Okla- 
homa Association of Conserva-
tion Districts (OACD) and board 
member of the North Fork of Red 
River Conservation District. 
Cranford says, "These National 
Service Initiative AmeriCorps 
members are providing a valu-
able public and community ser-
vice to landowners in western 
Oklahoma and gaining valuable 
job skills while earning educa-
tion awards." 

• • 
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SHELTERBELT • This Forest Stewardship sign was 
recently unveiled at the nation's oldest shelteel)elt 
site in Greer County. Pictured, from left: Leonard 
Graurnann, directot"of the Greer County Conserva-
tion District; Buddy Cranford, president of the 
Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts; 
Nancy Deaver, director of the Oklahoma Community 
Services Commission; State Rep. Jack Bonny; U.S. Rep. 
Frank Lucas; and landowner Pat Curtis. 
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• THE ELK NEWS, GREER COUNTY, OKLAHOMA, MARCH 20, 1995 

More than 200 people attended 
a celebration in Greer County on 
March 17 rnarking the 60th 
anniversary of the first 
shelterbelt planted in the nation. 

US. Rep. Frank Lucas, many 
state senators and rep-
resentatives, conservation 
agency leaders, Civilian Conser-
vation Corps alumni, ArneriCorps 
members and area residents took 
part in the cerernony. 

The shelterbelt was planted on 
March 18, 1935, by CCC alurnni 
and others. Louise Phillips of 
Chevy Chase, Maryland, wife of 
the late George R Phillips, was 
on hand at the anniversary 
celebration to recognize the con-
tributions of her husband and 
the continuation of that work by 
local members of AmeriCorps. 
George Phillips planted the first 
Australian pine in the shelterbelt 
and was aLso the first state 
forester in Oklahoma. • 

Twenty USDA-Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
ArneriCorps members are 
currently working to renovate 
and restore shelterbelts and 
windbreaks in western Oklaho-
ma by removing dead and 
diseased trees, clearing out 
debris, piling brush foe wildlife 
habitats and replanting more 
desirable tree species in selected 
areas. Three teams comprise the 
20-member corps, with eight 
members housed at the Wood-
ward office, six at Mangum and 
six at SentineL 

Project partners include NRCS, 
Oklahoma Conservation Commis-
sion, Oklahoma Association of 
Conservation Districts, Oklahoma 
Department of Agriculture-
Forestry Services, and the 
Oklahorna Department of 
Wildlife Conservation. Each 
agency was recognized at 
banquet ceremonies in Elk City 
on March 16 for its contributions. 

• • 
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Program Employs Youths 
To Clean Up Windbreaks 

Western Oklahoma will be 
the focus of a program to 
preserve and renovate existing 
windbreaks in a program 
through ArneriCorps, a nation-
al service program employing 
youth and helping conserve 
nauonal resources across t.he 
country. 

An agreement has been 
signed with the Oklahoma De-
partment of Agriculture, the 
State Soil Conservation Servic-
es, the State Conservauon Com-
mission and the Association for 
Conservation districts to em-
ploy 20 youth, 17 years of age 
and older, to work on preserv-
ing the windbreaks most of 
which were planted during the 
Dustbowl era of the 1930s 

Area coordinator of this pro-
gram will be Mark Rose, with 
Great Plains Resource Conser-
vation and Development Asso-
ciation (405) 562-4882. 

His office currently is locat-
ed at Burns Flat but will be 
moved to Sentinel by Oct. L 

Young men and wornen de-
siring to apply should contact 
him in the near future. Forms 
are available. 

One of the focuses of the 
program will be the first such 
windbreak in the county 
which was located in Greer 
County. 

A special ceremony involv-
ing this site is scheduled for 
Friday, Oct. 21. Congressman 
Frank Lucas has been invited 
to participate in the program. 

The program is funded with 
both public and private sup-
port. 

Rose notes that not all wind-

• 

1 

i 

breaks will be able to have 
work done on them in the or.-e-
year life of this specific pro-
gram 

Any tandowner who desires 
work on a windbreak on his or 
her property is urged to con- 
tact Rose in the near future. 

Rose not.es that the interest 
evidenced in this program will 
determine whether this kind of 
effort will continue in the fu-
ture. 

A 

1 Aira 

The agreernent was signed in 
Oklahoma City on August 3 by 
Commissioner of Agriculture 
Gary Sherrer SCS State Conser-
vationist Jack Jones Oklahoma 
Conservation Commission Di-
rector Mason Mungle; and Vice 
President of Oklahoma Associ-
ation of Conservation Districts 
A. Cranford of SentineL 
Cranford is also district direc-
tor of the Northfork Conserva-
tion District, headquartered in 
both Sayre and SentineL 

ELK CITY NEWS 
ELK CITY, OKLAHOMA 

1  AUGUST 21, 1994 • 
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PRESERVING WEsiDBREAKS — Commissioner of 
Agriculture Gary Sherrer, SCS State Conservationist 
Jack Jones, Oklahoma Conservation Commission 
Director Mason Mungle, and Vice President of Okla-
homa Association of Conservation Districts A.E. 
Cranford of Sentinel sign an agreement to cooperate 
on AmeriCorps. AmeriCorps is an environmental 
program that will provide jobs and help conserve 
natural resources in western Oklahoma. 
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SHELTERBELT - This Forest Stewardship sign was 
recently unveiled at the nation's oldest shelterbelt 
site in Greer County. Pictured, from left: Leonard 
Graurnann, directorrbf the Greer County Conserva-
tion District; Buddy *Cranford, president of the 
Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts; 
Nancy Deaver, director of the Oklahoma Community 
Services Commission; State Rep. Jack Bonny; U.S. Rep. 
Frank Lucas; and landowner Pat Curtis. 
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More than 200 people attended 

a celebration in Greer County on 
March 17 marking the 60th 
anniversary of the first 
shelterbelt planted in the nation. 

U.S. Rep. Frank Lucas, many 
state senators and rep-
resentatives, conservation 
agency leaders, Civilian Conser-
vation Corps alumni, AmeriCorps 
members and area residents took 
part in the ceremony. 

The shelterbelt was planted on 
March 18, 1935, by CCC alumni 
and others. Louise Phillips of 
Chevy Chase, Maryland, wife of 
the late George R Phillips, was 
on hand at the anniversary 
celebration to recognize the con-
tributions of her husband and 
the continuation of that work by 
local members of ArneriCorps. 
George Phillips planted the first 
Australian pine in the shelterbelt 
and was also the first state 
forester in Oklahoma. 

Twenty USDA-Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
AmeriCorps members are 
currently working to renovate 
and restore shelterbelts and 
windbreaks in western Oklaho-
ma by removing dead and 
diseased trees, clearing out 
debris, piling brush foe wildlife 
habitats and replanting more 
desirable tree species in selected 
areas. Three teams comprise the 
20-member corps, with eight 
members housed at the Wood-
ward office, six at Mangum and 
six at SentineL 

Project partners include NRCS, 
Oklahoma Conservation Cornmis-
sion, Oklahoma Association of 
Conservation Districts, Oklahoma 
Department of Agriculture-
Forestry Services, and the 
Oklahoma Department of 
Wildlife Conservation. Each 
agency was recognized at 
banquet ceremonies in Elk City 
on March 16 for its contributions. 
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Removal of dead underbruitt Is one of the first steps in renovation of wind-
breaks that date back to the 193Os and '40s. 
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Providing a hatf-century of protection to the fragile soils of Greer County, this 
aglng windbreak receives a face lift from young people employed tri the USDA 
ArneriCoros Program. 
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Job program investing in conservation 
take their turn on the windbreaks of western Oklahoma 
Patterned after the CCC of the 1930s, AmeriCorps workers 

BY CAN CRUMMETT 

M ilton Vaughn. 77. has farmed 
the light soils of Greer County 
since 1942 when he returned 

from the Seabees to farrn with his 
father. The ww.dbrealc that ex--.encs 
westward from hrs current horne 
.vas already there. beginning to con-
u-ol what had been a farmer s night-
mare only several years before. 

'We bought our first tractor in 
1936 or '37. and you could hardly 
drive it over the dunes tn this field.' 
Vaughn potnted. noting today s field 
as it gently rolls. neatly surrounded 
by windbreaks on three sides. 

The windbreaks planted bv mem-
bers of the Civilian Conservauon 
Corps (CCC). the federally-spon-
sored work program born of tthe 
drought and depression of the 
193Os. have served well. Vaughn 
will tell you they ve stopped a lot of 
sand and have allowed him to farm 
wheat. cotton and alfalfa since he 
came home to help his dad. whose 
failing eyesight was endmg his ca-
reer. 

But. windbreaks are living crea-
tures. and like all other creatures 
they age. More than a half-century 
of standing up to the hot summer 
wtnds of southwest Oklahoma has 
killed some of the trees in the 1940 
vintage planting. On two occasions 
Vaughn 'posted' the planting. se-
lectively cutting some trees for fence  

county area of western Oklahoma. 
Overall. 20 members of the Okla-
homa Public Lands and Environment. 
Team currently are employed in west-
ern counties to renovate wtndbreaks. 
Thev are organized into three teams 
based at Sentinel. Mangum and 
Woodward. 

Using chainsaws. axes and gloved 
hands. the Learns follow direcuons 
provided by state foresters arid SCS 
personnel to scour out the under-
growth of old windbreaks. remove 
dead and fallen limbs and. in gen-
eral. prepare the okli plantings for 
pianung sea.son. - 

During cold weather. team mem-
bers will be back plantar.g modern 
windbreak vaneties. such as pecan. 
to fill some o( the holes age and 
decay left in the wtriclbreak.s over the 
years. ln addition. the clearing of 
undergrowth and brush will allow 
existing trees to be invigorated and 
will provide for natural regeneration. 

Tearn members also will be in-
volved in constructing fences on 
windbreaks exposed to cattle. to pre-
vent uarnpling of young u-ees be-
fore they can become established. 

In all cases. the ArnenCorps team 
works hand-in-hand with the land-
owner. SCS and state natural resources 
personr)el 

For their efforts the workers re-
ceive roughly a Minimum wage pay-
check. health insurance cam-age arid 

• 
posts to make room for new growth. 
Still. without additional periodic 
maintenance the winbreaks Sibe-
rian elms. desert willow and 
mulberrys ultimately will give up. 

That's where the modern-day 
counterpart of the CCC entered the 
picture this fall. A tearn o( 11 young 
people employed under the USDA's 
new Soil Cvnservation Service 
AmeriCorps program provided the 
labor to upgrade Vaughn's wind-
break. and many others in a 23-
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AMERICORPS workers saw through a tree trunk at the Dean Campbell farm near Jet. Notice 
the protective gear worn by Chart Marshall of Clinton, on the right. Robert Martin of Broken 
Bow, on the left, wore the same except he didn't don the jacket kir the aarnera. 
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AmeriCorps working in county 
_ Making $4.23 an hour plus 

$4, 700 scholarship bonus 
By CAROL ANGLE! 

In President Clinton's 
State of the Union message, he 
said AmeriCorps has many 
more participants than the 
Peace Corps ever did but most 
Americans don't know what 
it is. 

In Alfalfa County, it is the 
whine of chainsaws at work 
in a grove of old trees. It is 
young people working for 
scholarship money. 

AmeriCorps is the new na-
tional service program, a 
domestic Peace Corps. Par-
ticipants •re paid $4.23 an 
hour for 1,712 hours of work 
(10 months) and earn a bonus 
of $4,700 in scholarship 
money. Thay can be in the 
program for two years; that is, 
if Congress continues the pro-
gram for a second year. 

For the last few weeks, an 
AmeriCorps unit has been 
working through the Okla-
homa Soil Conservation Ser - 
vice on shelterbelta in the Jet  

area. The crew is completing 
three conservation projects 
for Dean Campbell and Kyle 
Campbell. 

Anthony Lovelace of Alva 
supervises a crew of three 
men and four women. 
Lovelace is a graduate of 
Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University and has a 
master's in agriculture edu-
cation. 

Robert Dotson of the 
Natural Resources office 
(former SCS) in Cherokee 
said he and a atate forester lo-
cated the sites, then the 
forester wrote the windbreak 
restoration plan and forest 
stewardship plan. 

At the Campbell shelterhelt 
one rnile north and one mile 
west ofJet, the crew is rejuve-
nating an old stand of three 
rows of trees which had been 
planted to prevent wind ero-
sion of the sandy soil. The 
north row of mulberry trees 

See WORKING Page 3 
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. 0 WORKING 
Cherokee, Okla., Messenger & Republican, Thursday, Feb. 16, 1995 - Page 3 

Continued from Page 1 
has been trimmed back al-
most to stubs which will grow 
back again. Dead limbs were 
cut from the other two rows. 
Some of the trunks and limbs 
were made into firewood 
lengths for Campbells. All the 
smaller limbs and brush 
were arranged in a row down 
the length of the shelterbelt for 
wildlife habitat. Then a row 
of cedars will be planted on 
the south side. 

The project is cost share 
with the landowner paying 
one-half the cost of the trees 
and a fence which the corps 
will build to keep cattle away 
from the new seedlings. 

The AmeriCorps workers 
are paid by the federal gov-
ernment. 

The project is headquar-
tered in Woodward although 
tome of the workers live in 
Alva. They have to provide 
their own housing. Each day 
the crews have been driving 
from Woodward and back as 
part of nine-hour days so they 
have short work days in 
Alfalfa County. They have 
every other Friday off. In bad 
weather, they find alternate 
work to do in the Woodward 
area. 

After the corps was orga-
nized last fall, these seven 
people started working near 
Mutual, then on a farm near 
Woodward, then they came to 
Jet. After they finish here, 
they plan to go to Arnett. 
Their ten months will be up in 
June. 

Interviewed individually, 
all the participants were en-
thusiastic about the program 
and about how it has given  

them an incentive to go back 
to school. 

Robert Martin of Broken 
Bow said he wants to become a 
state park ranger. 

"I was interested in 
AmeriCorps because my mom 
told me that rny grandpa was 
in the CCC in the 1930s. I 
wanted to see what kind of 
work he did," Martin said. 

The CCC was the Civilian 
Conservation Corps of the de-
pression years. In that pro-
gram men traveled to work 
camps and lived in barracks 
or dormitories while they 
worked for a low wage. CCC 
veterans have said it kept 
their families from starving. 

Amanda Squires of 
Norman said she learned 
about AmeriCorps from the 
newspaper. "I applied, inter-
viewed and was accepted. I 
want to go into environmen-
tal science," Squires said. 

Leslie Woldridge of 
Watonga also learned about 
the program through the 
newspaper. "I plan to go into 
wildlife management. I 
started to be a vet but I've 
changed my mind," she said. 

Charl Marshal of Clinton 
is hoping the program will be 
continued another year. "I 
want to go into environmen-
tal studies, teaching, making 
people aware about natural 
resources. We have seven 
years to use the scholarship. 
They get you in here and edu-
cate you. It gives you a little 
push and some money. We 
need some cleanup in 
America," she said. 

Rick Freeman of 
Woodward explained how the 
program works and said, "I 

plan to do some type of botani-
cal science. I want to make 
the world a better place." 

Mary Ager of Woodward is 
36 and is raising three school 
age children as a single par-
ent. She said AmeriCorps is 
giving her a chance to switch 
her life around. 

"With this year's money, 
I'll pay off an old federal 
loan. It is a good opportunity. 
I'm a recovering alcoholic 
and I've worked at various 
jobs. I m interested in 
wildlife and forestry," Ager 
said. She is originally from 
North Dakota. 

She too hopes the program 
can continue a second year. 

Bryan Farrell of 
Woodward, 18, graduated 
from high school last spring. 
A friend of his mother heard 
about AmeriCorps and told 
h im . 

"I had quit a job I had with 
a freight company. I had been 
working for them for three 
years but it interfered with 
school. I plan to go to Southern 
Nazarene College in Bethany 
and major in elementary ed-
ucation or environmental 
awareness," Farrell said. 

Counseling is available to 
the participants to help pre-
pare them for college. 

Across the U.S., 
AmeriCorps members are 
working on all kinds of pro-
jects, including helping im-
munize infants, tutoring 
teenagers, working with the 
ill and elderly and restoring 
natural resources. 

For information about 
AmeriCorps National 
Service, call 1-800-942-2677 or 
TDD 1-800-833-3722. 

. . 

. . 



CAVE JUNCTION --. Rural . 
- development in a small town in . the Uominican Republic has a lot 

in common with rural develop-
ment in a small town in southwest-
ern Oregnn. 
• Marcus Kauffman, the new 

_  community develnpment cwucGna- 
tor for the Illinois Valley, knows 
•the similarities well. As a )'c;ic*, 

-:„.Corps volunteer, he hdpod set up 
-water collection and storage sys-
tems, as well as construct a 
latrine in a Dominican Republican 
community with few such facili-
ties. 
: In his new post in the Illinois 

. Valley --- the first AmeriCerps 
position in the valley — he'll hcip 
the Community Response Team 
meet goals outlined in the region's 
strategic plan. And one of the big 

. goals outlined in tbr plan is to 
irnprove and expand water and — sewagc systems. 

- 
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First AmeriCorps worker  to focus on water, sewage plans 
Illinois Valley native returns after a stint in the Peace Corps 

By Barbara flahn 
. or the Oa u, Co IP  r 

~ - -- - 

Same thing, tdgger scale. 
But for Kauffman, 26, the expe-

rience of helping a community 
solve its problems end accomplish 
goals has a personal twist. This is 
his home town. 

Kauffman grcw up in the Illi-
nois Valley and reccntly returned 
atter leaving to earn a bachelor's 
degree in international studies, 
with an emphasis on Third World  

economic development, from the 
University of Oregon. Then, he 
joined the Pcace Corps, helping 
rural Dominican ltepublic com-
munities irnprove infrastructure. 

Trained as a rural youth volun-
teer, due to his experience with 
Yuture Farmers of America and 4-
H as a youngster, he was sent to 
the northwest corner of the small 
Caribbean island nation. 

"I started off in rural youth 
projects," he says. That is, he 
managed a baseball team com-
posed of Dominican Republic chil-
dren. 

"There arc bundreds of kids 
there and everyone wants to play 
baseball," he explains. 

With sports a m.ainstay of cone 
mu ni ty partic ipa Lion, Kauffman 
organized a program that brought 
needed sports equipment to rural 
communities. Through contacts at 
Illinois Valley Iligh School and 
other schnols, unused athletic 
equipment was shipped to the 
small country. The sporting goods 
were then distributed to those 
community groups willing to put 
thcir labnr toward a community 
project. he says. 

*ea! success stury was a corn-
i oinn,, latrine 

"ma:, i.•• people in the corn-  

MARCUS HAL1FFMAN 
Drawn to noel communities 

munity didn't have latrines," he 
says.  So, Kauffman organized a 
project that built a simple latrine 
near a community building that 
served as a center for social func-
tions. 

Thcn therc was a project to 
provide drinking water. 

' "About two-thirds of the vil-
lagers didn't have access to 
potable water," he says. Inatead, 
thorc was a large, concrete cistern 
withie the comnoinity that was 
periodically filled hy the govern-
ment tn provide for basic needs. 

The idea was simple enough: 
Capture rain water that falls frean 
November through March via gut-
ters attached to routs, then store 
the watcr in cisterns fur usc later 
in the season. 

Using system dcsigns, Kauff-
man wrote grant requests that 
garnered funds from public and . 
private agencies. The money . 
came through, but within days of 
the project's implementation, 
Kauffman severely injured his leg, 
sending hint back to the U.S. for 
reconstructive surgery. Another 
volunteer saw the project through. 

Though now out of the I'eacc 
Corps, Kauffman saw a need to 
continue helping rural communi 
ties. This hew. President CS 7iton's 
AmeriCorps rirog”am pro -led a 
way to employ him at a local 

"This is an opportunity to do 
greal things," Kauffman says of 
the program. Not only with the 
cornMunity benefit from the help, 
but he'll also havc 54,700 a ycar ire 
student loans paid off for his 
effort. 

The croerience also is giving 
ban nr; to relit,— to bis. 
roots, 

"I spent rny formative y Leo 
college," lie says "t'rn having r-.  

relearn the community." 
And, the • c ornmuni ty has 

changed in recent years. More 
people hay, oinved in, and those 
involveO i• promoting projects 
have changed faces. 

"Fria working on outreach noo 
Lrying to get more peeplr 
involved," he says. Most unpor 
tant is to get these willing to com 
mit for at lcast a year of servicr 
involved in working toward moo 
ing the community 's goals. 

The Corumunity Respo!!: - 
Team will mcet at 7 p m Thurs 
day at ltlinois Valley High School 

• 

- 

• 
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AmeriCorps rebuilds 
trails, park shelters 

While President Clinton con- 
tinues to defend his AmeriCorps 
youth service program in the 
face of a looming Republiean 
budget-eutting ax, the federal 
program is getting things done 
on the Olympic Penineula. 

A 35-member ArntriCorps 

0
 rew of young men and women 
-4 three months into a 10-
onth program to irnprovepub-

lic recreation facilities in Jef-
ferson and Clallarn counties. 
The work includes Olympic 
National Park and Quilcene 
Ranger District trails and camp-
grounds, county parke and pie-
nie sheltera and a city park. 

°when we look back over what 
we've done eo far, it's been huge 
in juet a quarter of the time well 
be here," eaid Jeff Parker, project 
coordinator employed by North-
west Youth Carnp (NYC), a.n Or-
egon-based company contracted 
to rnanage the Olympic Penin-
sula program. 

'The crewe have developed a 
lot of new skills and we're doing 
projects that probably wouldn't 
get done otherwiee," Parker 
said. 

That's true, according to Dave 
ohnson of the Quilcene Ranger 
istrict's operationi staff. 
"The Forest Service no longer 

has a budget for extensive trail 
or campground or picnic area 
maintenance," Johnson admit-
ted. "AmeriCorps is getting 
me:e donetin one year than we 
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An unscheduled project 
earned erew members immense 
praise. Twenty-nine volun-
teered to help with flood control 
in December along the Quileene 
River. Some worked a full shift 
on ArneriCorps projects and 
then spenb eight more hours in 
rain and mud hoisting sand-
bags. 

Campaign promise 
President Clinton cam- 

paigned for the AzneriCorps pro-
gram, 'initiated through the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA). 
ArneriCorps wae funded for 
1995-96, jilthough Republican 
critics have already threhtened  

tuition and fees at any college, 
university or trade school. Each 
person has seven years to Ulf or 
lose the grant, which may also 
be ueed to pay off an existing 
federal student loan. Interest 
on a student loan is deferred 
during a person's program par. 
ticipation. 

Workers are also paid $7,850, ' 
which works out to about $4 an 
hour for the 1,700 net hours 
asaigned to tasks. 

Jefferson and Clallarn 
county's respective park and 
recreation departments each 
provide it least $25,000 (in-kind 
services, materials, equipment 
or money) while private sources 
are funding $100,000 for work 
dons in each county. 

, Fort Worden 8tate Park per-
sonnel support the programs by 
making living quarters available. 
The National Forest Foundation 
(NFF) allocated $50,000 to im-
prove the barracks with new wir-
ing, paint and carpet. Whidbey 
Island Naval kir Station donated 
aurplus beds, dressers and other 
furnishings. 
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AMERICORPS IN ACTION — Brent Force (left) and Carl Lampman were two team members from the 
AmeriCorps Prograrn who were worising recently on a new retaining wall at Columbia Gorge Com-
munity College. Both work through the Northwest Service Academy's Mt. Adams Center. (Staff photo 
by Tom Stevenson) 

ncw retaining wall at Columbia 
Gorgc Community Collcgc. 

"It is a divcrsc group," said 
Gabay. "We havc thrcc 
grandmothers in thc program, 
and wc havc pcoplc right out of 
high school." 

Undcr the guidclincs of the 
AmcriCorps program, all of thc 
projccts thc teams work on havc 
to bc environmentally related. 
Thc tcarn that was working at 
CGCC had carlicr bccn building 
a fence around a water project in 

Washington before bcing snowcd 
out Ncar Estacada, thcy built 
about five milcs of trail in thc ML 
Hood National Forest At thc 
same timc thc crcw was working 
in Thc Dallcs, another group was 

Sce A nieriCorps, page 7 
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Clinton project benefits college 
• The AmeriCorps 
project leaves its 
mark in The Dalles 

By TOM STEVENSON 
Managing Editor 

Thcrc is much work to bc donc 
on thc grounds of thc ncw 
Columbia Gorgc Community 
College campus. 

Projects arc backcd up, waiting 
for thc time, moncy and man-
power to become availablc to get 
them donc. 

One of thosc projects — a ncw 
retaining wall that holds back a 
bank along thc main driveway — 
has bccn donc thanks to a 
r  --ati i iik ve agrccmcnt bctwccn 

liege and thc ncw 
orps Program. 

e AmcriCorps Prograrn was 
dcsigncd and implcrncntcd by 
President Clinton as an oppor-
tunity for those who want to go 
to collcgc — but for financial 
reasons c.annot afford to. Undcr 
thc program's rulcs, participants 
sign up for a ycar, work on a 
numbcr of differcnt projects for a 
minimal weekly salary, and at thc 
cnd of the year gct a S5,000 
education vouchcr. 

For many thc commitment is 
onc year, for othcrs it can bc two. 

It takcs quitc a commitment 
for someone to stcp outsidc cach 
day to work in all kinds of condi-
tions, doing work to benefit thc 
environmcnt, all for only S156 a 
week. There is a carrot dangling 
at thc cnd, howcvcr, and it is that, 
along with an opportunity to 
lcarn many skills, that has at-
tracted a widc assortmcnt of 
people to thc program, according 
to Jerry Gabay. 

Gabay is thc director of thc 

9eri 

Adams Center of thc 
west Service Acadcmy, 
h is a part of thc 

Al Corps program. lic was on 
hand last wcck to walth-  six 
mcmbcrs of onc °this three 
ninc-pcoplc crcws wmak CO thy 
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THE WHOLE CREW — Crew members from the Americas Program veto took part in Meng a new 

retaining wall at Columbia Gorge Community Colegilnialude Pom let) Christina Wearnaii,_JenniW_____ 

Glowacki, Brant Force, Kim Pope, Carl Larnpman, and-John -Out Itie_Toarn Steward. (Staf( photo bY 

Tom Stevenson) • 

AmeriCorps 
Cordnusd from page 1 

enhancing habitat for waterfov-1 

on Wells Island at Hood Rivcr. 
Yet another team rcccntly 

finished working three wccks dis-
mantling Hope's Placc. a 
women's sheh  er in Whitc Sal-
mon that burncd. The environ-
mental conncction there, Gabay 
noted, is that thc ncw Hope's 
Ptace will bc a solar building and 
will have a state-of-the-art rccy• 
cling program. 

The work is not easy, as Jen-

nifer Glowacki, a rcccnt high 
graduate from Timber notcd. 

"The work is hard," said 
Glowacki. "The first project wc 

did was trail building and it took 

a lot out of you. But wc got used 

to it, and we have a good umc 
working together. so that hclps." 

Glowacki joked that the team 

had recently took a week off for 
training, and then movcd to 
Columbia Gorge Community 
College to bcgin the latest project 
and thc sorc muscles quickly 
rcturncd. But to hcr, it is certainly 
worth it 

"The scholarship at the cnd 

makes it a11 worth while," shc 

said. "But I just graduatcd and 
this is giving me a chancc to 

figure out what 1 want to do." 
Carl Lampman, a 23-ycar-old 

from Whitc Salmon, had workcd 
construction sincc hc graduated 
frorn high school, but has wanted 
to go to collcgc to study en-

gineering. lt was his mother who 
handed him the applicauon for 

the ArnenCorps prograrn. 
"If you'rc looking to further 

your education and looljng for a 
challcngc in your life, thcn I 

would say 'ycs, do this,'" 

lampman said. "Ifs also ruct to 

htow that wh:s we're doing is  

quick to note that thc program 
was off to a good SM. 

said. —There have bccn a lot of 
'Things arc going well," he 

things wc had not anticipatcd, but 
that is part of it being the first 
ycar. What I'm enjoying sceing is 
the succcss pcoplc are having. 
Thcy arc sticking with the ._ 
program, setting goals and reach! _ _ 
ing than." 

Because tie is a mernbcr of the 
actual "management staff." Duff 
will not gct the S5,000 cducatioa - 
voucher at the cnd of thc ycar. He 
said he chose to become a part of 
the AmcriCorps team bccause lie 
"wantcd to do something for the 
environment, something outdoors 
arid to work with people." 

"It's teen a grcat experience 
so far," said Duff, who has his 
Bachclor's Degrcc in English and 
plans on furthering his cducation. 
'The dynamics of working in a 
group like this arc rcally interest-
ing." 

Since thc prograrn bcgan late 
last summcr, only four people 
havc dropped out, Gabay said. 
Onc was askcd to leave, while 
thc othcr three chosc to depart for 
personal reasons. - - 

Thc Northwcst Service 
Acadcmy is one of similar 
programs created as part of 
AmeriCorps, Some of thosc in-
volved livc on site at Trout Lakc, 
and thcir room and board is 
deducted irom thcir 5156 per 
wcck. Othcrs livc at home or in 
other privatc residences. 

Thosc from thc Mt. Adams  

Center work throughout thc 
Mid-Columbia region, and Gabay 
said hc is hcaring (rom a numbcr 
of groups and agencies who arc 
intcrtstcd in having groups do 
work. 

"We ma (last weck) with stole 
people who want us to do somc 
riparian wort on Fifteen Milc 
Creek," Gabay said. "The BPA 
also wants us to do riparian work 
on other creeks. The Dufur His-
torical Society has talked to us. 
All of those are in the ccoceptual 

CWCWOUld lYkC 
10 dO SOmC Ork On lhe 
RlvC10nIJMWlnTl\CDa11CS 

ThC PrOjCClS bCin8 BC 
complished by those in 

, AmcriCorps arc quite likely 
projects that would not gct done 
otherwise — at least not as 
quickly, Gabay noted. 

"We are going out and working 
in the communities: said Gabay. 
"We hope people will see what 
can get done." 

Those who havc work donc by 
AmeriCorps workers pay for it in 
various ways. In the case o( the 
college, CGCC officials agreed 
to give tuition grants for par-
ticipants of SX0 per day that the 
crcw is working on the campus. 

Gabay said that he is uncertain 
how the grams will be uscd, but 
diffcrcnt opticns are bcing - 
plored, ranging from a class 
being taught to all in the ML — 
Adarns Center. to individuals get-
ting further training. 

"It is a cooperative effort that 
works." Gabay said. 

The Northwest Scrvicc 
Academy is currently recruiung 
for new crew members to bcgin 
working in January. For addition-
al information about the program 
contact Lcigh Hancock at (509) 
395-3-461. 
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goirig to affect future genera-
tions." 

John Duff, a 26: ycar-old 
former resident of thc east coast 
v.ho came to the program via 
Seatdc. was the "team steward" 
on duty at the college. He was 
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Mail Tribune / .1lin Craven 
KNOTTY —  Members of Americorps practice a team-building technique, untying a human 
knot without letting go of each other's hands. 

AmeriCorps stresses work ethic 
Also provides 
college money 
By PAUL FATTIG 
of the Mail Tribune 

APPLEGATE — Eagle Point 
resident Melissa Powers, 20, 
gave up her job at a local pizza 
restaurant to join AmeriCorps. 

"I want to earn some money to 
help me with college," she ex-
plained. "I want to get a degree 
in forestry and work outside." 

Seattle resident Lynne Pe-
tersen, 21, who hacl been work-
ing as a nanny while going to 
college, was also looking to earn 
money to further her education. 

"I wanted the discipline and 
the college education," she said. 
"Also, I wanted to learn a lot 

0
 ,,, ut the environment." 
it there was another reason 
rsen, who sports a thin sil-
nose ring, had for joining. 

"I think it will be fun," she said 
with a grin. 

The two were among the 38 
young adults standing in the rain 
near the Star Gulch barracks in 
the Applegate Ranger District 
that will serve as their home 
base for the next 11 months. 

The camp, which began Tues-
day, will be administered by the 
Northwest Youth Corps in a 
partnership with the Rogue Riv-
er National Forest. It is one of 
eight AmeriCorps camps that 
have been established in the na-
tion. 

Under the national service 
program created by President 
Clinton, participants receive up 
to $7,500 per year in pay plus an 
educational award of $4,725 at 

li

the end of the year to go toward 
college or trade school expenses. 

During their tour, the coed 
group, ages 17 to 24, will learn 
career skills while doing tasks 
ranging from trail maintenance 
to construction projects. 

The 38 participants come from 
as far as North Carolina and 
M innesota, but most — nearly 30 

o
re from Oregon. They were 
ng thousands of applicants 

applied for AmeriCorps 
os across the country, and 

were selected based on their ex-

perience, enthusiasm and career 
goals. 

"A youth program such as this 
is exactly what the forest is look-
ing for," Rogue River Forest 
Supervisor Jim Gladen told the 
group. "This is just the thing we 
need to help our spirit." 

Carl Lierman, 76, of Tigard, 
who worked for two years in the 
Civilian Conservation Corps that 
ran from 1933 to 1942, told the 
young crew that it is also what 
the nation needs. 

In addition to teaching young 
people a good work ethic and 
providing training, it would also 
provide community service, he 
said. 

"This is what our group (CCC 

alumni) was hoping that Bill 
Clinton would do, something for 
you kids," he said. 

In addition to working on For-
est Service and Bureau of Land 
Management projects, the 
AmeriCorps crew will assist 
communities such as Butte Falls 
and Prospect in a variety of civic 
chores. The communities have 
each received $100,000 federal 
grants awarded through the 
Northwest Economic Adjust-
ment Initiative aimed at provid-
ing economic stability to North-
west timber-based communities. 

"Our age group kind of gets a 
bad rap for being apathetic and 
lazy," said Dan Miller, 23, a crew 
leader who has bachelor's , le-

grees in resource management 
and public policy. "This program 
gives us an opportunity to dem-
onstrate that is not true." 

The Star Gulch facility, which 
is still being spruced up for the 
crew, includes separate bunk 
houses for men and women, a 
dining hall, a recreation/meeting 
hall and a staff trailer. No drugs 
or alcohol will be allowed. 

A husband and wife will cook 
dinner for the crew and help the 
crew prepare breakfast and 
lunch. 

"We're stressing real health-
oriented food," Miller said. 
"They are going to need healthy 
meals because we're going to be 
working them hard." 
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BUTTE FALLS — Hisa Huettcr has a 

challenge for those in Congress contem-
plating cuttim the budget for Âmeri-

CorPs-
"They should corne out and work with 

us and see how hard we work," said the 
AmeriCorps member. "If they think what 
we're doing is stupid, then they don't 
know what's going on." 

Cnngressional leaders, vowMg to rcduce 
• federal spending, have questioned the 

merits of the $580 milhon in funding for 
the 20.000-member national service corps. 
President Clinton. who touted the pro-
gram in his state-of-the-union address last 
month. wants to expand the program. 

Under the program, participants re-
ceive $7,660 in hying allowance during 
thcir 10-month lour, and a S4.725 educa-
tional voucher to be used for college or 
trade-school tuition. 

Since joining AmcriCorps last fall, 
Huetter, 19, of Ashland, and the other 
members based et the Rogue River Na-
tional Forest have bcen cutting trails, 
planting trees. building erosiun cootrol 
projects. cleaning up after forest fires and 
working ort various construction projects. 

In the local comxnunity hall, built 40 
years ago, AnieriCorps members are re-
storing the interior and adding a long 
awating over the entrance. 

Over at the county branch library build-
ing, they have started building a storage 
shed. plans also call for building an exten-
ston on the )ocal Ilre hall. And thcy are 
rehabilitating restrooms in the nearby 
park. 

Those projects are being financed by a 
100.000 grant received by Rutte Falls 

through the Northwest Economic Adjust-
ment Initiative for timber-dependent 
communities. Prospect has received a sim-
ilar grant. 

Huetter, who was working on a ranch in 
Coiorado beforejoining AmeriCorps, says 
the program nllows young pcople to learn 
work skilis and earn money for education. 

"I've learncd a lot of patience," she said, 
noting she intends to go to college upon 
completing the program. "I plan to go into 
architecture. f like doing construction. It's 
great to learn how things nre put to-
get her.-

; oltimeer supervisor !till Tucker. 65, 
Irti-invr tom 0 of tante VAN. likes 
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in an ArneriCorps project. Villastrivo, 19, works on the Butte Falls community center Cisco 
in a glass factory. 

"I want to go back to school." he 5 aid. 
"The only reason I'm not going to school 
TIOW was that I didn't have the money. 
This program is really helping rnc out." 

I aturel Alexanian, 20, of Spokane, who 
was painting a room inside the hall, was 
working in fast-food rest:tun:tits six 

months ago. 

college." he said. "I wanted to get some 
work experience betiare completing my 
degree." 

Dodge also wants doubters lo visit an 
AmeriCorµs work site. 

"The best way to know what's going on 
is 1.0 get out here," he said. "it's hard to 
put down on paper what we're getting 
(tom this program. We're earning what 
we're getting." 

Cisco Villastrivo, 19, of Woodburn. 
agreed. 

"It keeps me out of trouble." he said of 
the program. "Arid learning new stuff 
all the time." 

Before vitnim; \ menCorps• he '•vock•-'4 

the Way prograoi has come together 
"Wc'r • •.•.etting rcpairs that have been 

badly r • ded for years,-  Tucker said. "I 
honest h. oet; al • it's as good a program as 
you're q-rt to help a community 
like t Th re other a-Iv I can think 
of that this id I of work wouid gel done. 

-And they .ot great workers.' he 
added. "As soon as they know what you 
want, they get right to it." i "I wanted to do something that had 

more of a purpose." she said, adding that 
she is interested in pursuing a career in 
wikllife biology or conservation. 

Tim Dodge, 21, ofCottage Grove, spent 
three years studying environmental 
science at Oregon State Ilniversity before 
Pining AmeriCorps. "I like learning the different types )f 

%vork: she .4atd. adding. "1t'll look good on 
my remtMe. 1 00.-"Probably one of the toughest things to 

do nowadays is to ....et a job straight oul. of 
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First AmeriCorps worker to focus on, water, sewage 
illorbera Hann 

. cite Dan Gann 111inOiS\ leYnatveretUrnSaMer2StintinMePeaCeCOrPS 
CAVK JUNCTION -- Rural 

develzipument in a muall lama ia 
tee Isonunican Republic hear • lot 
in COMMIS with rural ellenelon-
most is a small Iowa in andbuosin 
dins Omega. 
• blarees Keieffemie, las new 
essurrinity develepaseist misedismn 
tor for the IIThais Valley, hares 
die similarities welt As a Pewee 
Cnrps volunteer, be helped set np 
walie collectina nod sterace aye-
terns, as well as coastruct a 
Latrine in a Inuninican Reepublicain 
coenronnity with Saw such teeth-
tws, 

)n kis pew past a the Minis 
-Valley -- the first Amer-Weeps 
position tn the valley - bell help 
die Cemenanity Response Team 
meet goals outlined in the regicees 
strategic. plan And ow al Ow bag 
tools *unload in (be plan ks to 
improve mil expand water axed 
serwsge 

Same tire Inner scale. 
But ler Kauffman. 26, the ewpe-

denim of helping • community 
save its problems and aeourtplaik 
goalie has a personal twist_ This is 
kin hometown 

Kauffmas grew up ies the Illi 
noks Varle7 Andre-teddy ritnianied 
after leanag to earn a baehisior's 
degree ire intensatmlial studies, 
wells ao nachasii en Third Wald  

ensimmie devolopment, from the 
Univeralty of Oregon Then. be 
*mid lime Pasco Corps, tisipilig 
rural Dontiskan Inspubike 
IENIMetnin impious infrastructure. 

Treenail as a rural youth velure 
leer, clue L. ha es= wtth 
)'.t Fanner, ed Awrica and 4-
H as a ifelder, he was sent to 
the nort.et corner d the small 
Caribbean island nation_ 

"I atarted off in rural youth' 
projects," be says... That is, be 
managed a baseball team com-
posed of Dominicen Republic clib 
dren. 

"There arc hundreds of kids 
tlwre and everyone wants to play 
banetrall." be explain. 

WO marts a mainstay ot cvm-
munity participatioa, Kaadlanaw 
organized a program that brought 
needed sports equipment to rural 
oacrirriunities Threw)) contacts at 
Illinois Valley ifig,h Scheel aad 
iseher schools, unitsed atbletic 
equipment was shipped to the 
small country The sporting goods 
were then distributed to those 
community groups willing to pul 
tbcir labm Inward a community 
preject, he says 

4 'Ile 3UeceNS ktilify W3 S a corn-
niuaity latrine 

"Mont or t hr people en the com  

MARCUS KAUFFMAN 
Oremw to mei commuisiboa 

rnunity didn't have latrines." he 
says. So, Kauffman organized a 
project that built a simple latrine 
near o cornrnumty building that 
served as a center for social func-
tions. 

Then there was a projcct to 
provide drinking water. 

"About two-thirds at the vil-
lagers didn't have access to 
potable water," he says Instead, 
there was a largc, concrete cistern 
within the community that was 
periodically filled hy the govern-
ment to provide fOT basic steeds.  

The idea was simplc enough: 
Capture raa water that tans firms 

'November thronnh Marcia via gun 
ler, attached to nods, then stone 
tbe water in cisterns for me later 
in ihit seasta. 

'I '  Using syeasin dasigne, Keen-
. man wrote grant requests that 
garnered funds fr•oen public aad 
private agencies. The mmeey 
come through, but within days ol 
the project's implementation, 
)Catiffman severely injured his )eg. 
sendong bias back to the U.S. tor 
reconstructive anrgery Another 
volunteer saw the poject through. 

Theugh now out of thc Peace 
Corps, Kauffman saw a noed to 
coatinue helping rural cemmuni- 
Lies. This time, President Clinton's 
AneeriCorps program )xovided a 
way to eniploy him at a local 
level. 

"This is an opportuaity to do 
great thews," Kauffman says of 
the program. Not only with tbe 
comnually benefit from the help, 
but hell also have 34,7001 year in 
student loans paid olf for his 
effort. 

The experience also is giving 
him an opportunity to return to his 
roots. 

"I spent my formative years in 
college,-  he Lays. "1'm having tu 

Aad, Ube -community has 
chineged in receive years: More 
people bare moved in, and those 
lairolved in promoting projects 
bave changed faces_ 

Im___nOW 
Wy1]$ tl m mOTe rOPl 
lav11%0d.seY=MOmIDPOr 

1?W8NUWe 10COn\ 
11 alk aY dxmCl 

_t _ mOC 
T  OZ :% iSrOn. 

T-=E1*13PJhWS 
Y*1:IW v2W BSCml 

relearn the cot:runup-ay." 
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Serving Southern Oregon & Northern California 

Youths get chance 
at jobs in the woods 
By PAUL FATTIG 
of the Mail Tribune 

PROSPECT - A forest work camp for 
teenagers from timber-dependent com-
munities in Oregon and northern Califor-
nia is set to open June 26.  

The eight-week camp for 33 youths 
ages 16 to 19 will be the only one of its Boise Cascade and the Rogue River Na-

kind in Oregon, and officials say they're tional Forest. 
optimistic federal flinding will be ap- "The program focuses on developing 
proved in June to expand it to year-round job skills," said Bill Murphy, a Northwest 
use. Youth Corps official who will serve as 

It will be operated by the nonprofit camp coordinator. "It's kind of a first step 
Northwest Youth Corps at Camp Katydid, for many in that it gets them out into the 
a former nursery owned by Boise Cascade real world." 
Corp. Participants will be paid $4.75 an hour, 

Patterned after the Civilian Conserve- working 38 hours a week on forest pro-
tion Corps camps of the Great Depres- jects that will include everything from 
sion, the camp is a partnership project developing recreation sites to improving see CAMP, Page 4A 
between the Eugene-based Youth Corps, wildlife habitat and clearing trails. 

rest work cam p to topertmin June i Fo 
In addition to creating,employment for I 

youth, ,the camp will provide education 
while promoting teamwork, discipline,  ; 
responsibility and self-confidence, he 
said. The youth crew will be divided into 
three teams of 11 workers. 

4 4  A lot of the work they'll be doing 
are projects we've wanted to do for 
a long time but haven't had the 
work force or the funding",  

— Tom Dew, 
forest employee 

A special effort is being made to recruit ( 
youth from communities hard-hit by the ' 
depressed timber industry, he added. ! 

"Everyone who applies will be asked to 
fill out an application," Murphy said. 

  "They will be judged solely on how much 
effort they put into the application." ; 

After the work week, camp participants . 
will spend weekends in recreational ac-  , 
tivities. including everything from fishing, 
and hiking to playing volleyball and 
whitewater rafting. 

Anyone interested in applying should 
call the Youth Corps at (503) 998-4830. 

The eight-week camp will be funded by 
the Forest Service as part of a $225,000 
package that also includes the cost of the 
projects, said Tom Dew, a Rogue River 

- _ . 

from Page 1A 

forest employee spearheading the 
effort. 

"A lot of the work they'll be 
doing are projects we've wanted 
to do for a long time but haven't 
had the work force or the fund-
ing," Dewsaid. 

Although the summer camp will 
end Aug. 20, Forest Service offi-
cials hope to turn it into a year-
round facility as part of President 
Clinton's AmeriCorps program. 

Under that program through  

the federal Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service, 
youth working 1,700 hours — 
about 10 months — would be 
eligible for a $5,000 college schol-
arship. 

Some $200,000 is expected to be 
available for the AmeriCorps pro-* 
ject through President Clinton's 
economic adjustment initiative, 
Dew said, adding that a decision 
on the year-round camp is ex-
pected by June 1. 

The facility is situated about 1% 
miles west of Prospect. 

• 

Camp 
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ChE3tCO WAIE3rshedqualifiesforgrants 
1 

The Chetco River Watersbed 
Council received the stamp of 
approval and qualified to apply 
for watershedLaorjsuecently. 

-“Toirve jumped through all 
the hoopa," said Lucie Gi-
anipaoli, president of the S outh-
coast Coordinating Watershed 
Council. - 

"You are now officially recog-
nized." 

She said the council was qual-
ified to submit projects for fund-
ing. Projects will be considered 
on Jan. 5 and April 6; she aid. 
Proposals must reach the coor-
dinating council by those dates 
to be considered for fundiug, she 
said. 

Other discussions at the 
meeting were: 

•Dave Morris explained his-' 
r le as Am 'Corps representa-
tive, an escri ed the Hire the 
Fishermen Program. 

He said the program is in-
tended to provide work to un-
employed commercial salmon 
fishermen for conducting water-
shed restoration projects. , 

Funds available in Oregon 
total $2.2 million. These will be 
used towards administrative 
'costs (15 percent), wageLequip-
ment Costs, materialrantl train-
ing, and mileage reimbursement. 

Salaries for fishermen are a 
minimum of $12 per hour, he 
said. 

'Gauging stations, assess-
ment and action plans, and the 
technicaradvisory committee 
available to the watershed coun-
cils was discussed by Derek God-
win, watershed health extension  

agent. 
Godwin said he recommends 

the council write a letter sup-
porting restoration of the Chet-
co River gauging station, and 
others. Measuring stream flow is 
essential to data gathering, so 
gaugin.g stations are critical to 
every watershed council, he said. 

•Mike Cosgrove reviewed 
some of tne past projects com-
pleted by the Oregon South 
Coast Fishermen, Inc. over the 
past several years. 

Volunteers have worked on 
habitat construction in Jack 
Creek, Hainilton Creek, and Joe 
Hall Creek, and operated stream 
side hatc.h sites at Hamilton and 
Joe Ha11 creeks. They have 
hauled inlatchery fry for seed- 
ing of West Coon Creek, Upper 
Quail Prairie, Boulder Creek  

and upper North Fork of Chetco. 
The group has also assisted 

the Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife in several different 
programs, improved angler ac-
cess roads, and placed aquari-
ums in the local elementary 
schaol for education of children. 

•Since this was the first 
meeting of the council with its 
official membership, it took care 
of the business of ratifying the 
membership categories, the mis-
sion statement and the by-laws, 
and elected officers. 

The officers and their posi-
tions are: Steven Nicholson, 
president; Pat McVay, vice pres-
ident; Mike Frazier, secretary; 
and Richard Calkins, treasurer. 

Meeting times were changed 
to the first Wednesday of the 
month at 7 p.m. 

BY CYR D PIOSl Titer 

• 

. 



• 
PAGE 14 - UPPER ROGUE INDEPENDENT • 471A000,AbilitfiT*1994 
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AmeriCorps recruits youth for 
employment program in RRNF 

The United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) has begun 
recruitment for the AmeriCorps 
national service projects that the 
Department will run on the Olym-
pic Nationai Forest near Port 
Townsend Washington and on the 
Rogue River National Forest near 
Medford Oregon starting in Octo-
ber, 1994. 

AmeriCorps is President 
Clinton's national service initia-
tive that allows diverse groups of 
young people to earn college_ or 
vocational school scholarships 
while performing critical service to 
meet human, environmental, pub-
lic safety, and eclucationarneeds. 
Participants in the program will 
work for approximately 10 months 
eaming a stipend of at least 57,500 
and then receive an educational 
award worth S4,725. 

The 32 participants in the 
Olympic National Forest program 
and 35 participants in the -Rogue 
River National Forest prOgram will 
restore watersheds, restore streams 
to enhance fisheries habitat, com-
pkte habitat surveys, renovate de-
veloped recreation sites, construct 
and malntain trails and a host of  

other natural resource pr0jects. 
Any citizen age 17 or older is 

eligible to apply for the program 
however it is anticipated that most 
participants will be between 18 and 
23. There is no maximum or: mini-
mum family income required to 
apply. Applications will be accepted 
until September 16. 

: To apply for the program or 
obtain more informati0n, call Dave 
)ohnson at (206) 765-3368 (Olym-
pic National Forest). Mindy Martin 
at (503) 560-3404 (Rogue River 
National Forest) or the toll-free 

- national USDA AmeriCorps hot 
at 1-800-880-4183. 

.,..e_Secretary of Agricvlture Mike 
Espy urges all interested Ameri-
Cans', to apply. Espy - said 
"AmeriCorps is grounded in the 
mainstream values of community, 
responsibility, and opportunity. It 
is good for the participants, who 

_benefit from increased ability to 
attend college or vOcational school-
-good for the communities, which 
benefit from their services--and 
good for the country, which ben-
efits from a renewed civic pride. 

• 

• 
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Water will cover 
some bridges by 
this afternoon 
By BILL KETTLER 
of the Mail Tribune 

Disasters drain Red Cross 
Fire and flood emergencies morning for the San Francisco 

are exhausting resources at the area in an emergency resource 
local American Red Cross chap- vehicle to help flood victims in ter. northern California, drawing 

flirther from local resources. 
Contributions are urgently 

needed to help cover expenses, 
said Liz Knips, health director 
for the local chapter. 

Contributors should make 
checks out to the American Red 
Cross Disaster Relief Fund and 
send to the American Red Cross 
Rogue Valley Chapter, 80 Haw-
thorne St., Medford, OR 97504. 

For more information, call 
779-3773. 

In addition to opening two 
evacuation shelters in Jose-
phine County for flood victims 
this week, the organization has 
provided shelter, food, clothing 
and emergency medical assis-
tance to six local families who 
have lost their homes to fires in 
the past 30 days, oflIcials re-
port. ' 

Two local Red Cross volun-
teers were to leave late this 

•• 

I 
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APPle9a releaSeb00S8ed 

I A rainstorm expected tonight 
could swell Rogue Valley rivers 
arid s.. -ants, but forecasters said 
they expected less rain than the 
deluge earlier thi.s week. 

Several days of heavy rains 
prompted the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers to release extra water 
from Applegate Lake today, as 
residents of the Rogue and Apple-
gate valleys braced for more wet 
weather. • . • - 

"I du:A • think we're going to 
have anything the rain we had 
Monday," said Davd Spector, of 
the National Weather SerVice. 

Since Sunday, a total of 1.26 in-
ches of rain has been recorded at 
the Medford-Jackson County Air-
port, and a total of 4.42 inches in 
Grants Pass, according to the 
Weather Service. 

Spector said several storms are 
expected to pass through the re-
gion by the weekend, bringing  

winter, said Ken Olson, project 
manager for the Corps' Lost 
Creek and Applegate dafr3. 

Releasing water now from Ap-
plegate Lake will allow the dam  to 
continue to control' potential 
flooding during the rest of the 

Olson said flows in the Apple-
gate River would rise to about 
3,000 cubic feet per second by this 

• 
snow to the mountains above afternoon, covering some low-5,000 feet. water bridges. He said water re-

leased from the dam may bring 
the Applegate near the top of its 
banks, but should not cause any 
flooding. 

"We will not cause the rlver  to 
get bigger than bank-full condi-
tions," Olson said. 

Olson said Applegate Dam con-
trols flooding by collecting water 

see RELEASE, Page 4A 

Release 
from Page 1A • 
during high streamflows and then 
gradually releasing it. He said 
flows into Applegate Lake briefly 
rose to 10,000 cubic feet per sec-
ond on Monday, while the river 
flowed at just 1,680 cfs near Wild-
erville, downstr eam of the dam. 

Olson said fut.ire weather will 
de 'ne how long it will take to 
d lake down to its flood 
cc, eight of 1,889 feet above 
sea vel. The lake was 24 feet 
above the desired flood control 
level on Tuesday. 

Releasing extra water at those 
levels probably will not cause 
problems for fish, according to 
Chuck Fustish. a fisheries biolo-  

recalled that high water isolated 
his mobile home before the dant 
was built. 

"The dam saved me," Christie 
said. 

Olson said strearpflow measure-
ments this week showed far great-
er rainfall in the Applegate basin 
than the area drained by the 
upstream tributaries of the Rogue 
River. Rogue River flows into 
Lost Creek Lake increased only 
about 1,000 cfs on Monday, while 
flows into Applegate Lake were 
rising by up to 10,000 cfs. • 

Heavy rains in western Jackson 
County this week have triggered 
some erosion problems in the area  

gist with the Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife. 

Fustish said eggs of fall chinook 
salmon are incubating now in 
gravel along the river bottom. 
Those eggs could sutTer if fine 
sediments and silt clog the gravel, 
but that would be unlikely unless 
streamflows rise to about 8,000 
cubic feet per second, he said. 

Several residents of the area 
below Applegate Dam said they 
preferred the minor inconveni-
ence of high water to a full-blown 
flood. 

"I would have water around this 
mobile home right now," said 
Thomas Christie, who lives on 
Lower Applegate Road. Christie  

burned by the Hu11 Mountain fire 
last August. A crew Prom the 
newly created AmeriCorps na-
tional service program has been 
building erosion control struc- 
tures in the burned area near 
Ramsey Road, north of Gold Hill, 
said Mindy Martin, of the Rogue 
River National Forest. 

"The whole mountain is coming 
down," said Martin, who visited 
the 10-person work crew Tuesday. 

Martin said the crew has built 
small "check dams" and other 
erosion control structures. trying 
to slow ninofTon barren hillsides 

"It's a 10,000-acre mudhole." 
she said. 
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Clinton's Foreat Plan • 

• 

By PAUL FATIIG • (they) intend to contribute their time, labor, ef-
of the Mai) Tribune • fort and materials to bring this about " 

• 
• 

Butte Falls and Prospect are about to get ma-
jor facelifts, thanks to two $100,000 grants 
awarded through the Northwest Economic Ad-
justment Initiative. „. 

The money, part of President Clinton's Forest 
Plan to help provide economic stability to north-
west timber-based communities, will enable the 
communities to launch projects identified by 
community-originated strategic plans. 

"We will be able to upgrade the existing facili-
ties that are badly in need of rtpair, and to build 
a much needed addition to our fire hall," ex-
plained Tacey Hoban, a member of the Butte 
Falls town council and the Butte Falls Economic 
Development Commission. c . 

Other projects include community hall renova-
tion, restoration of park rest rooms, reroofing 
the library and making it handicapped accessi- 
ble, building_a library/museum_ storage rogrp_,,,.‘ 
sidewalks ani-  repairing fences around the town 

i 

In Prospect, the rnoney will be used to install 
lighting and covered bleachers at the high school 
and community fleld, renovate Lions Park, com-
plete the arboretum and construct and install 
visitor services signS along Highway 62. 

Most'of the labor foriheprojects will be sup-
plied by the Rogue • River National Forest's 
AmeriCorps workers, who begin training Tues-
day, according to fbrest spokesman Tom Dew. 

•• r -•+,- . • . I 

Most of the 40 participants in the 10-month 
local national service program hail from south-
ern Oregon. Participants receive up to $7,500 per 
year in pay plus an educational award of $4,725 
at the end of the year to ga toward college ex-
penses or to pay off school loans. 

_During their tour, the coed group, ages 17 to 
24, will be housed in separate barracks in the old 
Star Gulch facility in the Applegate Ranger Dis-
trict. In-paat years, Jackson County bad leased 
the site to ;se as a juvenile offender facility. per meter. "Most of these projects are labor intensive,"' "The townspeople are very enthusiastic about% -  the projects planned," Hoban said, adding, "and • a '  see GRANTS, Page 3A 

Grants 
from Page 1A 

Dew said of the Butte Falls and 
Prospect projects. "They'll start 
doing those this winter." 

This marks the r'-• - time the 
Forest Service has melded the 
new AmeriCorps program with its 
rural community assistance pro-
gram, Dew observed. 

"We're real excited about it," he 
said. "We're getting a real wide 
range of kids in the program. 
Some have had some college or 
are college graduates. But we also  

have those who haven't completed 
high school. It's a neat idea to mix 
those groups." 

The young people will learn 
career skills while doing tasks 
ranging from trail maintenance to 
construction projects. 

Besides the Forest Service, en-
tities helping in Butte Falls and 
Prospect include Pacific Power, 
Burrill Lumber Co., Prospect 
schools, Lions and Lioness Clubs, 
Prospect Community Improve-
ment Association, Boise Cascade 
Corp. and Jackson County. 

• 
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Budget 
cuts loom 

_ . 
Some funding for the 

' AnienCorps program could 
be cut under part °Eateries 

Porternss• • 
Julio McGregor, press 

. secretary for Stn. Mark 
.H1 It-Ore., said 
among mending meadow 
the Sonata is considering, 
tbe AnaeriCorps program 
00Uld be cut back to the 
als of die 1.994 fiscal year 

' means S210 millioo out 
of tile 55'75 milli= budget 
COUld &Samar. 

LoCal AmeriCorps 
administrators said it wa3 
too early to say how tbe cuts 

- would affect the program. 

of  reacitaions going through 

i 

-  s •ro 

; 
1-

•- - 

Maguire added "I think thia pr.-
gram gives you a lot of disc. 
aline. It also gives you a rea 
good work ethic." 

, • : - • 
• 

• 

Whi:e eaming college money, 
AmeriCorps crew provides a 
servicel.lcams about hard work 

MORE THAN 
JUST A JOB 

wort,  or. a 10 m•sti• loos pro 
ueipants. aboat 55 total, 

gram, During that tamc they live 
at the Smr Ranger aatiort of the 
Applegate chstrc!. 

They receive a stipend of 
T7.600 and, at the end et thcir ser-
vice, a W725 "scholarship" stat-
ed to pay for Mous education Of 
pay off Al student loan. 

For 20-year-nid Amethyat 
Black cf Medford the program 
Means sbe can go tO col.ege, 
which sbe rupes to do in Texas 
sometime after conspleting nor 
stmt. 

"I wasn't going to be ablc to 
get a job that woald pay for 
school," Black said. "I didn't 
have any money at all to ;iay for 
school. I worked at wok,  and 
that wasn't going anywhere at 

"Now I can go to school." 
Another team member said Do 

enloyed finding oat how to help 
environment Taking a oreak 

from clearing out the drainage 
ditch. John Maguire, a 24-year-
old AmeriCorps member from 
Korth Carolina, raid he war 01•41 
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By Oeug O'Loughlin 
of ro  Dan,  WAS' 

APPLEGATE — AMer1Corps 
mcmbers who sper.t Tharsday 
digging out a pile of dirt after a 
landslide weren't just earning 
more? for =Lege and providing 
a servire !Or neighbors of 
Thompson Creek, Cher aupervi-
sor says. They were aboclearang 
tip after tber parent agency 

Mega, superrinag the 
c  be AnieroZorpo crow. 

:Welke was probably 
a y a closeout demo st 
Ata 0 'ter: ago is the tulls 
above a drainage dila The Mt& 
takes water from Sturges Creek 
ua Thompson aeak, but the land-
slide had blocked it. 

"That was probably a (U.S.) 
Forest Service cut." sa:d 
F.eeger. He works out of the 
Applegate Ranger Eisnie. of the 
Rogue Riicr Nationa'. Forest, 
par. rf he Forest &inlet.. 

"That Makos this land of iroo-
ic," Maga conUnued His crew 
spent  TO= nt thi.s week working 
94  testis, but had a freii day 
Thursday. So he vent the troops 
oat after receiving a call from 
the neighborhood ditch associa-
tion. 

AmeriCorps is a federally 
funded pualic-servicc program 
est-Wished ov Congress a year 
ago under the advice of President 
Motors 

The Oregon part of the pro-
gram started up ir. Sepica:ther, 
And 413 estimated 500 aspiring 
atudeots ac.ross :he state are tak-
ing part 

Enterpricmg workers between 
tbc ages of la and 25 can help 
their commiarry and  earo mow?. 
far 5011001 tbraUgh the program. 

The Southern Oregon team 
works out ef the Rope River 
NaLaonal Forest, and .kla under 
use public land aad envtroomeat 
pa AmeriCorps. Recast pro-

luded surfacing a trail 
pper Table RoCk in Feb-

• 

, 

0043 tut.raitri$2.1 

AmarICorps worlaer Robin Reed, 19, ot Ashland, helps clear a landaikla Thursday. • 
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A Sullivan Central team tests soil at the Envirothon at Sycaniore Shoals State Park. 

Envirothon tests nature knowledge 

• 
By LISA ELDRETH 
Times-News Staff Writer 

ELIZABETHTON — Sullivan Central senior 
Sara Everett examined a handful of soil at 
Wednesday's Envirothon competition before 
she helped her team come up with an answer. 

The hands-on outdoor competition involved 
15 teams from area high schools. 

"I've just always liked nature and the envi-
ronment," said Everett, a member of Central's 
ESP (Environmental Student Protectors) Club. 

Envirothon tests students' knowledge in five 
areas: forestry, soils, wildlife, aquatics and a 
current environmental issue. This year's issue 
was groundwater. 

Students spend 25 minutes in each area, an-
swering written multiple choice questions and 
identifying plants, trees and other objects. 
Each team fills out one answer sheet. 

The team from South Greene High School 
won first place and will compete in the state 
contest in May. Second place went to one of the 
two teams competing from Hampton High 
School. And the FFA Club team from Cloud-
land High School took third place. 

"It's peaceful to be outside, and I'm con-
cerned about the environment," said Jessica 
Stowell, a sophomore on Sullivan South's team. 
The team was made up of members of the 
school's Environmental Awareness Club. 

The aquatics' questions were the toughest, 
:ompetitors agreed. Sponsored by the Tennes-
see Valley Authority's Clean Water Initiative, 
the questions included mapping a watershed. 

The Tennessee Diyision of Forestry spon-
sored Vie forestry questions, which included 
the identification of five different tree varie-  

ties. 
For the wildlife questions, the Tennessee 

Wildlife Resources Agency had various items 
on display — such as traps, pelts, skulls and 
feathers — that students had to answer ques-
tions about 

"I think there is a problem with the envi-
ronment, and people don't realize that," said 
I-Ieather Seay, a junior at South. "I want to try 
to help rather tban sit around and do nothing." 

As a project, the club tests the water quality 
of streams near the school. Also, a recycling 
day is planned Saturday at South for area resi-

. dents to bring paper and aluminum to the 
school between noon and 4 p.m. 

"The club's purpose is to make people more 
aware of environmental issues," said senior Ja-
son Phipps. 

Soutb's team also included Spicey Gould, a 
senior, and Amy Haase, a junior. Club adviser 
is biology teacher Dee Eiklor. 

Recycling has been promoted by the ESP 
Club at Central for about five years — so much 
so that even the cafeteria grease is recycled, 
said English teacher Nancy Shackelford, club 
adviser. 

Team members Tina Kyte, Sara Weaver, Jef-
frey Kiser, Gabe Anderson and Everett, all sen-
iors, spent time reviewing sample questions 
sent to schools about the Envirothon to help 
prepare them for the contest. 

Billie Barlow, Americorps National ervice 
member, helped recruit Envirothon teams. 
Barlow works with the Appalachian-Northeast 
Tennessee Resource Conservation and Devel-
opment (RC&D) Council, which has coordi-
nated the local Envirothon for the past two 
years. • 

KINGSPORT TIMES-NEWS 
KINGSPOR T, TENNESSEE 

NPRII. 20. 1995 
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Staff Photo by Eddie LeSueur 

Samuel Shore, left, helps Mary Miller at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center 

JOHNSON CITY PRESS 
JOHNSON CITY, TENNESSEE 
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AmeriCorps provides opportunity to help 

By Kristen Hebestreet 
Press Staff Wrder 
A.3 tile litt:e g:rl handed 

Samuei Shore a homemade get 
well card made from a folded 
paper plate, she asked, "Could 
you please give this to my 
papaw?" - 

Shore immediately took the 
card to her grandfather, a patient 
in the critical care ward at the 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center, 
Mountain Home. 

Shore is one of the 300 Ameri-
Corps volunteers working in Ten-
nessee's urban and rural commu- 
nities. As a 47-year-old man 
preparing to study for the min-
istry, Shore is almost twice as old 
as the average AmeriCorp partici-
pant_ 

Half of the AmeriCorps work-
ers are 21 to 29 years old, with 
one quarter 20 years and under 
and the remainder 30 and over. 
Most have had sorne college or a 
bachelor's degree and more than 
half-64 percent — are women. 

'The only requirement for 
ArneriCorps is that they be at 
least 17 years old and an Ameri-
can citizen," said Carol White, 
Tennessee Commission on 
National and Community Service 
executive director. 

What the ArneriCorps workers 
do depends on what the leader-
ship of the community considers a 
priority, Ms. White said. This 
indudea promoting tourism, 
attracting industry, improving 
housing or working in existing 
programa. 

In Knoxville, AmeriCorpe is 
reducing violence in inner cities 
by working with Head Start stu-
dents who display violent tenden-
cies at an early age. ArneriCorps 
workers in Nashville are develop- 
ing health care programs for at-
risk families and senior citizens. 

"And in Memphis, AmeriCorps 
workers are working to break the 
cycle of child abuse," Ms. White 
aaid. "AmeriCorps workers a11 
across the state are working in 
environmental education and eco- 
nomic development." 

Like AmeriCorps members in 
other communities, Shore wears 
more than one hat. In addition to 
his work with families of critically 
ill patients at Mountain Horne, he 
is updating the community ser-
vices directory at the First Ten- 
nessee Development District 
Area Agency on Aging. 

Shore is partnered with Robert 
Hamm. an ArneriCorps volunteer 
based in Johnson County. Hamm, 
53, who also works at the VA 
intensive care unit waiting room, 
does some work for Habitat for 
Humanity and the Haven of 
Mercy. 

Hamm became an ArneriCorps 
worker after his small business 
shut down and his 20-year job at 
Burlington Industries er,ded. He 
wanted to graduate frcm college, 
but said he also waine..1 to serve 
the community. 

"1 understood I could help oth• 
ers by helping myself," Hamm  

said. "This has been the most 
rewarding and fulfilling thing Tve 
done since I was in the military.' 

Nationwide, Americorps' 
20,000 participanta work in com-
munities for $6,200 in salary and 
living expenses and, if they com-
plete a nine-month tour, are 
awarded $4,725 for college. 

The Corporation for National 
and Community Service. which 
oversees AmeriCorps, received 
$575 million in funding thissiear. 
Like many otherjob training and 
education programs, AmeriCorps 
may be eliminated in the efTorts 
to balance the federal budget by 
the year 2002. 

There are seven ArneriCorps 
workers with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture's Rura1 Eco- 
nomic and Community Develop-
ment Council, all of whom are 
stationed in Upper East Ten-
nessee, said Jeff Powell, council 
spokesman. 

Powell, who is based in 
Nashville, said the workers are in 
this region because so many of 
the counties here are below the 
poverty level. 

The USDA Rural Development 
Team ia recruited from people 
who grew up in this area. Accord- 
ing to an ArneriCorps brochure, 
planners hope this will empower 
communities to develop local 
leadership and to reverse the 
"rural brain drain." 

Amy Crumley, a 22-year-old 
Jonesborough resident, says she'd 
been a 4-1-1 volunteer and Future 
Farmers of America member 
since she waa in fourth grade. As 
an AmeriCorp worker, she was a 
primary organizer of the recent 
Envirothon for high school stu-
dents and the Conservation Field 
Day for elementary school stu-
dents. 

"I really enjoy doing things for 
other people," she said. 

AmeriCorpa volunteers like 
Ms. Crumley are required to work 
a total of 1,812 hours in order to 
receive the educational assistant• 
ship. This must take at least nine 
months but no more than one 
year. 

Paperwork within the agency 
is kept to a minimum. Each 
AmeriCorps mernber required  

to submit a quarterly report gat-
ing the goals of each project and 
what is being done to meet those 
goals. 

A service learning grant pro-
vided by the National Service 
Corp. allowed East Tennessee 
State University, Milligan Col- 
lege and Northeast State Com- 
munity College to each ofTer a 
three-credit class called "Intro-
duction to Community Service." 

Billie Barlow, a former journal-
ist from Charlottesville, Va., is 
working on a "Hidden Heroines" 
project for the ETSU Center for 
Appalachian Studies. 

The project involves collecting 
oral histories from Upper East 
Tennessee women who somehow 
changed their communities for 
the better, Ms. BarIow said, and 
has also written a grant proposal 
for the cranberry project in Shady 
Valley. 

I was attracted to the national 
service movement," Ms. Barlow 
said. "I felt that a number of peo- 
ple could really make a differ-
UWE' " 
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HERALD-CITIZEN 
COOKEVILLE, TENNESSEE 
NOVEMBER 10, 1994 

Recyling program 
airs here Tuesday 

The annual meeting of the 
Cookeville-Putnam County Clean 
Commission will feature a program 
by AmeriCorps on recycling and sol-
id waste management. 

The meeting will be held Tuesday, 
Nov.15, at 5:15 p.m. at the new recy-
cling center on E. 21st Street. 

AmeriCorps is a volunteer organi-
zation similar to the Peace Corps on a 
domestic level. It is administered 
through the US Soil Conservation 
Service, 

Americorps will present hands-on 
activities for kids and their parents, 
demonstrations, displays and litera-
ture on recycling and composting. 

For more information, call 
526-8434. 

• 
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• THE CLAIBORNE PROGRESS, EAST TENNESSEE, WEDNES DAY, DECEMBER 74, 1994 

Clinch Powell Development Council 
employing AmeriCorps participants . 

RUTLEDGE — Thc Clinch-
Powell Resource Conservalion 
and Development Council has 
employed six AmeriCorps Par-
ticipants. 

AmerICorps is President Clin-
ton's natlonal service initlailve 
that allows young people to 
eam money for schooi and loan 
repayments while serving 
critical needs In their commu-
nities. The Clinch-Powell RC&D 
AincriCorps are sponsorcd by 
the United States Forest Service 
arid Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service to aid lhe rural 
community. 

'Me positions thcy are filling 
arc Environmental Education.  

Solid Waste and Recycling Spe-
cialist, Recycling Specialist and 
a Specialty Recreation and 
Tourism team. Participants will 
be working in the five counties 
served by lhe Council. Those 
counties include Claiborne, 
Grainger, Hancock. Hawkins 
and Union. 

Sarah Buchanan Is serving as 
the Environmental Education 
coordinator. I3uchanan will 
work in ihe schools conducting 
various programs and acilvilles 
which inchide solid waste edu-
cation. a clean water program. 
Conservation Camp, 
Envirutlion and Teacher 
hiserthe Workshops. Other 
activities will Include 
newsletters to area schools, 
publicity of the environmental 
education program and the 
environmental resource library 
maintained by the council. 
Buchanan holds a BS degree in 
Agriculture Communications. 

Uz Upchurch is serving as the 
Solid Waste and Recycling Spe-
cialist. DuUes will Include devel-
oping exhibits and displays, 
assisting solid waste boards, 
education and a promotion 
campaign to increase recycling 
and waste reduction, develop-
ment of a Buy Recycled cam-
paign and integration with the 
Keep America Beautiful coordi-
nator and environmental edu-
cation activities. Upchurch Is a 
recent University of Tennessee 
graduate in Geography. 

Mikhail Delong, Mary Russell 
and Jererny Williams are 
serving as the Specially 
Recreation and Tourisin Train. 
While serving these individuals 
will be evaluating and  

eslablishing a lout Ism hase for 
lhe five counties scrved by lhc 
councll. The formation uf a 
regional advisory commitiee for 
the project and working with 
establlshed tourism 
committees will bc the basis of 
developing a long range totirism 
development plan. Russell and 
Williams hold MS degrces In 
Geography from UT and Delong 
Is a gcography graduate from 
U.T. 

Steve Karnltz will be serving 
as Recycling Specialist for the 
Recycling Marketing Coopera-
tive for East Tennessee. RMCEf . 
locatcd in Knoxville serves 
thirty-tour East Tennessee 
counties. Karnitz will be work-
ing on the inventory and 
database management of recy-
cling programs, program design 
and materials management. 

Recruitment of members and 
education of the public con-
cerning market and promolions 
of recycling In terms of solid 
waste management will also be 
addressed by the participant. 
Karnilz is a Tennessee Techno-
logical University graduate In 
chemical engineering. 

AmeriCorps participants are 
assigned to work 1812 hours 
and arc eligible to serve for two 
years. Call the RC&D office at 
828•5927 or 828-8354 to flnd 
out more about the AmeriCorps 
program. 

The AmeriCorps program is 
helping RC&D to meet impor-
tant needs in the communities 
we scrve. The talents of (he 
AmeriCorps workers and their 
dedication to community 
service is an exciting addition to 
our programs,' reports Lindy 
Tut ncr, RC&D Coordinator. 

• 

• 
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Don S.rnmorri Jr 
Mlndy Clark works on preliminary sketches for the Wllderness Road Park 
sectlon of Marton's three-mlie riverwalk. 

• Sm h r'ounty NEWS 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1994 

MARION, VIRGINIA 

Riverwalk planner coordioating grand vision 

' 1 - 
MIDWEEK EDITION 

• 

Service program 
will henefit 
conservancy 
By DON SIMMONS JR. Staff - 

A cl,vvntown focal point where fam-
ilies , an enjoy the beauty o( Marion's 
• n ri.er and an educational and 
therapeutic tool that can be used by 
• civic groups and health facil-
ities in the community—this is Mindy 
Clark's vision for the Grassroots Con-
cervancy's Riverwalk. 

lhe three-mile riverwalk path. 
which extends from beyond the old 
ice plan; in South Marion, past the 
tow n  Sv%  irnming pool and along 
Campbell Avenue almost to the 
Southwest Virginia Mental Health 
Irstitute. is one of the first recipients 
uf 1 ht. !)enefits of Bil1 Clinton's Ameri-
Corps -.en, ice. 

Clark is part of a four-member 
An ,enCorps team headquartered in 
1% y theville. The team is assisting a 
• i ,f projects, but Clark's work 
v. ill be concentrated on the riverwalk. 
Working out of office space donated 
by Bill Huber of Echols-Sparger. 
Clark's job is to manage the overall 
riven; alk project, design features for 
the project and to assist in negotiat-
ing easements to connect the river- 
walk's three phases. She has nine-12 
months to do this. 

Originally from a rural cornrnunity 
in New Hampshire. Clark holds a 
bachelor's degree in horticulture  

from Montana State University with a 
focus in landscape design. 

With only six weeks on the job, Clark 
has spent most of her time familiarizing  

herself with the existing features of the 
riverwalk. 

"It's already a beautiful trail." she 
says. "My job will be to see exactly 
what people are looking for in the river-  

walk. A lot of times people have afr 
sumptions that thev don't communi-
cate. n1 try to coordinate everyone's 
ideu and present a plan which meets 
their needs as closely as possible.-

Soon Clark will distribute a survey 
to rnembers of the Grassroots Con-
servancy. but she says she welcomes 
other input as well. There are numer-
ous possibilities, maybe even includ-
ing space for a cornmunity theater 
near Riverbend Park. There have also 
been discussions about re-stocking 
the river with trout. 

'The goal of the trail is to serve the 
community  as a whole,' she noted. 

Concurrently with her work on the 
riverwalk. Clark is also helping her 
AmeriCorps team members in a tree 
identification project along the river-
walk. The information gadsered will 
be used on educational tours by Mari-
on Middle School students and other 
schools in the county. 

The riverwalk is divided into three 
parts. Phase one runs from Riverbend 
Park near the old ice plant to the rall-
road trestle at Church Street. One of 
the most scenic parts of the valk, this 
phase features the old dam and ice 
plant. a variety of trees and wildflow-
ers and a quiet, removed atmosphere 
in the middle of downtown Marion. 
Clark is suggesting the addition of 
markers with information about the 
various vegetation and wildlife along 
the traiL Benches for quiet repose are 
also being considered. 

Once at the trestle, walkers must 
now take to the street until they reach 
the town swimrning pool, but one of 
Clark's tasks is to attempt to negotiate 
easements (or rights-of-way) so that 

II See CLARK, Page A$ 

AmeriCorps  team begins its service in region 
By ANDY KEGLEY/Staft 

Take four individuals with diverse 
backgrounds, add their strong interest 
in conservation and public service, and 
then me Id them into rnembers of the 
new rural development and conserva- 
ti,m learn in Southwest Virginia. 

Ilu rvsult: one of the newest Amer-
il ,iep. teams—the new national ser-
ice initiative pushed by President Bill 

Clint..;•. to tackle a wide range of critical 
needs across the nation. As envisioned. 

Ilio.(O) people will eventually be 
pill  c., work solving a multitude of prob-
:,-ois. and in return. receiving living 
• -,)entis. health insurance. child care 

ediicati.-)nal allowance for their  

one or two year service. 
This particular four member team head-

quartered in Wytheville (a fifth member 
has yet to be brought on board), falls 
under the United States Department of 
Agriculture's Rural Development wing• 
and will be specifically answerable to the 
New River/Highlands Resource Conser-
vation and Development district 

As explained by Gary Boring, director 
of the NR/H RC&D, when the presi-
dent's program was announced earlier 
this year, the local forestry committee 
applied fora grant to staff five positions to 
assist in the overall marketing of timber• 
but with the goal of enhancing the exist-
ing soil erosion and conservation pro• 
grams . 

And now, since this team was sworn in 
a Nashville ceremony Sept. 18 along with 
approximately 2.000 other AmeriCorps 
volunteers from a five-state area, the 
members are busily defining their tasks• 
and becoming familiar with new termi-
nology and bureaucracy. 

Audrey Biggs. Adrienne Perkins, 
Mindy Clark and Delton Alderman bring 
diverse backgrounds of communications, 
forestry and horticulture to their newly 
created positions. Three of the four hold 
degrees from Virginia Tech. while Clark 
completed a horticulture program at 
Montana State University in Bozeman. 

As the team. they will be spend one day 
a week working out of Clark's Marion 
office, where their focus will be on a tree  

identification program along the town's 
three-mile long ltverwalk and Green-
way project. That project has received 
two other state grants, one of $100.000 
from the state Commonwealth Tram-
portation Board's lSTEA program; and 
another from the Division of Forestry's 
Urban Forestry program. With Clark's 
expertise in landscape architecture, the 
project can move forward. 

Clark may also be available to locali-
ties in the service region, to assist witl-
park planning, Boring noted. 

Separately, the team members have 
their own responsibilities throughou• 
the NRIHRC&D to implement aspect≤ 
of conservation. 

M See AMERICORPS, Page a11 
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Glenne Elledp 
TRAIL BLAZERS: AmorlCorps workers discuss a pan of action. From loft aro Mindy Clark, Dolton Alderman, lames 
Pratt, Adrienne Parkins and Audrey Biggs. 
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Riverwalk provides class without blackboards 
• • 

Trail merged 
with science 
curriculums 
• 111.1301A ELLEDGE/Slalf 

M arion's Iriverwa1k is going to schooL 
Literally. On April 20, as part of a training 
session, the principal and teachers o( 
M arion Primary School walked the River 
walk that has been turned into an outdoor 
classroom- - 

The idea for a Rive rwalk began on a 
Sunday afternoon three years ago wheo 
Shirley Blackwell. Martha Copenhaver, 
J immy Blackwell and Dal Brown walked 
the bank along the Mlddle Fork of the 
Holston River. The fou r were walking on 
a path that had been anted by sewer line 
Installation to the old waste water treat-
ment plant. In the spring, when native 
trees and plants are in full bloom, the 
scenery in this area is beautiful, the water 
is clear as it nishes along and there is an 
audible roar as the river water spills over 
the m works. The magical enviroo-

in one of the kur suggest-
ould be wonderful to have a 

w ng the river all the way 
arion. 

Toward this goal the G rassroots Con-
servancy was formed. The group took 
their idea to the Marion Town Council 
and gained support. 

A drive to dean up the river bed wu 
Initiated, Boy Scout Troops, area busi-
nesses and interested dtizens respond-
ed. When layers of asphalt were removed  

from the streets of Marion peior to re-
paving, the removed gravel was tec.yded 
and used to aeate a Walkway in the 
Riverbend Park patio° of the riverwatk. 

The Contervancy group began Bina 
by deaning up the river water and banks 
along Brunswick Lane, past the town 
swimming pool and recreation area and 
In the Yffverbend Park area located io the 
vicinity of the old waste storage treat-
ment plant_ Tons of trash and debris were 
removed. Boy Scout Troops and youths 
involved in the summer Jobs Training 
ProgramAct (TIPA) worked hundredsof 
hours on the projed. 

In an eke to expand the program, on 
August 1, 1993 the Con.servancy group 
applied for a matching grant under the 
Federal Intermodal Surface Transporta-
tion Efficiency Ad (isrEA). They re-
ceived $80,000 from 1STEA. A private 
citizen pledged $10,000 and the town 
another $10.000 toward the required 
$20,000 in matching funds. With this 
funding, Mindy Clark of Adwolfe was 
hired as a temporary, full-time, coordina 
tor for the riverwalk project. 

Conservancy was awarded a second 
grant under the Urban and Community 
Assistance Act. This funding made a de-
in possible with the President's National 
Service tnitiative and opportunities for 
Public Service 

The availabaity of this funding provid-
ed the services of Audrey Biggs, )arnes 
Pratt, Adrienne Perkins and Delton Al-
derman through AmeriCorp. 

Under the umbrella of the President's 
National Service Initiative and opportuni-
ties for Public Service Act, Arne riCorp is 
a group that provides invaluable services 
toward community development projects. 
Graduating college students rnay sign up 
to work with community enhancement 
and improvementprojects through Amer-  

iCorp. AmeriCorp assigns positions on 
specific projects. These positions are 
time-limited and require completion of 
1,812 hairs in community service. The 
time it takes to complete the required 
man hours may not exceed 12 months, 
nor involve ien than aine months of 
service. The average is 10 months. Each 

' position is paid a living stipend. Upon 
completion of the contract. ArneriCorp 
pays $4,725 toward an existing education-
al loan. Under existing regulatioas, this  

sum may be paid directly to the college or 
to the loan authority. 

Clark, Biggs, Pratt, Perkins and Alder 
man developed the idea of turning the 
Marion Riverwalk into an outdoor class. 
room. Conservancy members approved 
and School Superintendent Marvin Win-
ters was contacted. Winters not only 
endorsed the idea, he offered to put the 
AmeriCorp group in touch with the peo- 
ple they needed to talk with to get the idea 
up and going. 

Eighteen species of trees native to the 
area were identiBed along the riverwalk. 
Information. Dictum, frrsPhs, identifica-
tion marks and patterns related to each 
species was keyed into a computer sys-
tem. An instruction booklet slowly devel-
oped. This booklet indudes instructions 
for the teacher, definitions of the d iffer-
ent terms used, pictures of each tree 
identified on the trail, a key to identifying 
the different types of trees, and a co m 

a See TRAIL Pege 812 

Teaching class outdoors 
• 

• TRAIL, from Page Bl 
plete description with additional 
information on each identified 
tree.. .. 
...The booklet was then submit-
ted to an AmeriCorp supervisor 
for editing of the technical infor- 
mation. AmeriCorp members 
talked with local business and 
government leaders to explain 
what they were doing and the 
progress being made. The book-
let was submitted to the printer. 
Studenta at the Smyth County 
Vocational School cut and shaped 
posts. Students at Marion Pri-
mary and Elementary Schools 
stained the posts and painted in 
orange an identifying number 
on each. Youth with the JTPA 
planted the posts along the rive r• 
walk trail. AmeriCorp members 
affixed atop each post the appro-
priate tree ide ntifying plaque and 
•a stripe of blue paint was placed  

at the base of the tree being 
identified. Each post identifies 
the blue marked tree that Is close 
to it. The plaques also provide 
additional information aboutthat 
particular species. 

According to Clark, the tree 
identification classes will not be 
taught as an individual course. 

Teachers at Marion Primary, 
Elementary, Middle School and 
High School will be Incorporat-
ing, on a volunteer basis, the ma-
terial in such subjects as English, 
art, biology, botany, science and 
other related subjects. 

addition." Clark explained, 
`the teachers will be able to bring 
the students to the riverwalk and 
the outdoor classroom so the stu-
dents may experience first-hand 
the material they have been study-
ing." 

As they worked on the Marion 
Riverwalk project, AmeriCorp  

members were also working on 
projects involving up to 17 other 
counties. Audrey Biggsexplained 
that the group was required to 
select one of these projects as a 
core project on which all of them 
would be itivolved together. The 
Marion Riverwalk was their Ore 
project, ahe said. 

Other members of the group' 
explained that as the core pro-
gram, they were required to work 
as a group at least one full day 
each week on the project. Pratt 
explained that they did this and 
more. Often, he said, as they 
worked on other community en- 
hancement projects they would 
be composing the graphics for 
the Marion Riverwalk. 

The riverwalk that began as an 
idea, has grown to become an 
outdoor classroom, and now has 
the potential for expanding to in: 
elude all of Smyth County. O 
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SMYTH COUNTY NEWS 
MARION, VIRGINIA 

JULY 12, 1995 

AmeriCorps works for people and communitie 
• 

By BRIAN SEALS/Staff 

Audrey Biggs says that at one time the 
thought of sitting down and talking to a 
government official intimidated her. Al-
though she earned a rnaster's degree in 
communication from Radford Universi-
ty, dealing with gove rn rnent agencieswas 
riot one of her strong points. 

That was before her experience as an 
ArneriCorps worker began about eight 
monthS ago. 

-Cm a lot less intimidated in dealing 
with a municipal structure." Biggs said. 

Part of her service has been to help 
organize meetings a.nd events tor agen-
cies such as the Resource Conservation 
and Development. the Grassroots Con-
servancy and the Middle Fork of the 
Holston River Water Comrnittee. She has 
also aided those organizations in writing 
press releases and speeches. This has 
not only given her practical experience in 
her field, it has allowed her to help com-
munities such as Marion and Wytheville. 

That's the goal of the AmeriCorps pro-
grarn — allowing individuals to perform 
nubile service while gaining experience 
and money to pay for college. 

Joel Berg, AmeriCorps program man-
ager from Washington, was in Marion  

Thursday to see what the program has 
meant to the town. -You can't understand 
what's going on in the country sitting 
behind a desk." Berg said. 

So he has been on a nine-day jaunt 
through Appalachia inspecting projects 
the program's members have been in-
volved with. 

Locally, AmeriCorps members work 
out of the New River-H igh lands Resource 
Conservation and Development office in 
Wytheville. Biggs is one of five Ameri-
Corps members in that office. These 
members have worked on projects bene-
fiting local communities. In Marion. the 
group has spen t numerous hours helping 
the Grassroots Conservancy develop the 
Riverwalk along the Middle Fork ot the 
Holston River. Mindy Clark, who serves 
in the program, drew plans for the walk 
and worked to involve local schools with 
the walk through an outdoor classroom 
project along the trail. 

This is one of the needs the program 
addresses. "Everywhere I've gone, the 
prog-.-ant is working very well," Berg told 
about a dozen people gathered at the 
Riverwalk. "It's niX make-work. It'sdoing 
the things the comrnunity needs." 

lt's a program that wiil likely need 
See CORPS. Page A12 
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Adrienne Perkins, Joel Berg, James Pratt, Aud7ey Biggs, Mbdy CPa 
Detton Alderman review the Riverwaik plan. 
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• AmeriCorp team takes to field 
II F1ELD, from A1 
from Radford, and had been work-
ing in a management position it) 
Harrisonburg whcn she learned of 
the AmeriCorps program. "llte 
initial attraction? This allows me lo 
utilize my degree to its best poten-
tial. Plus, it allows MC to give back 
someof what we've gotten. If Uncle 
Sam helped us .out (in strident 
loans), I have no problem giving 

Irack to him."  

the design and construction of low 
cost, low value timber bridges, "to 
take advantage Of what thet e's a lot 
of in this at ea." "Fhe main beurfil 
for timber bridges will be to log-
gers, wl to won't have to worry a hi nit 
stream crossings when bringing 
logsoutof the forestin turn, sl r cam 
conservation and soil erosion will 
be protected, and loggers won't be 
in violation of slate mandated Best 
Management Practices. 

Biggs will alsodevelop four news-
letters speci fically targeting water-
shed groups in the region, includ-
ing the Middle Fork of the f folston 
in Smyth County, Little Reed Is-
land Creek in Wyllte and Pulaski 
counties, Little River in Floyd, and 
Chestnut Creek in the Galax area. 

Alio bringing a communications 
background and degree to the team, 
Perkins will be serving as Forest 
Economics Specialist. "No," she 
says,"I don't have any background 
in forest economics, hut that's why 
they hired me. They tokl me when 
they hired me they would train me 
in foreslry, but they wanted my 
expertise i n communications:said 

-the 1992 Tech graduate. 

Perkins will serve as a liaison 
between the forest industry, pro-
ducers, and local government s, and 
how local forest resoil rces can inost 
efficiently be marketed. "I've been 
going to planning meetings of the 
Appalachian Ilardwood Expo in 
Princeton," she noted, "and will be 
working on publicity." 

Alderman brings over a dozen 
ycars of practical private forestry 
consulting to his job as Forest En-
gineer. After working out of his 
home in Mt. Any, N.C., he says he 
had gotten of that aspect of the 
industry, and was interested in 
"learning something new." 

His specific lask is assisting with 

There are no timber bridges ill 
this area yet. Alderman said, brit he 
hopes lo find some suitable coop-
erators to build demonstration 
projects on soon. The bridges are 
constructed by laminating limbers 
together, and are capable of hold-
ing a tractor-trailer load, 80,000 
pounds, across spans of 20 to 40 
feet. Ile will also be working on the 
dry hydrant program offered by 
the RCA!), and is encouraging fire 
chiefs to apply for gi ants befit! e a 
1 1ecetiiher 1 deadline. 

Aldei man is also the tree expert 
on the Greenway project, and will 
be contributing more technical 
work on growth rates potential 
along the trail. "lltcre is some old 
growth along the rivcr, and sonic 
huge red and white oaks dead from 
recent droughts," he observed. 

Because the local AmeriCorps 
team has strong a forestry etuplia-
sis, Oleic fferson National Forest is 
cooperating in support of the team 
as well. 'File public relations office 
of 1 NI' is providing video (-fillip-
incnt for the lean) lo flit)) various 
forest facilities and recreational 
arcas, which will then be edited 
into a pionlotional video:lite equip-
!tient will also be used for assisting 
with the Marion Greenway project 
and the tree identification educa-
tional program. O 

• 

• 
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TEAMWORK: The four new AmeriCorps service yolurrteers working out of the 
Wytheville office of the New RiverAfighlands Resource Conservation and Development 
district From left, Audrey Biggs, Mindy Clark, Defton Alderman and Adrienne.Perkins, 
stand in front of a section of the Riverwalk project they will be collaborating on in 
Marion. 

410 0 0 
SOUTHEAST VIRGINIA ENTERPRISE 
Wri'nEVILLE , VIRGINIA 
OCTOBER 22, 1994 
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eIi00IPSt&ataK&StOtI]&&1dadF|T00dS 
3y ANDY KEGLEY/Stan 

This is ne firs; of a series of articles on 
new programs, oersonnel and changes 
:oming to the local field offices and 
orograms affiliated with the United States 
Department of Agriculture, as a result of 
:he federal oeoartment's re^ently ao-
oroved reorgani:ation. 

Take four iridividuals with diverse back-
grounds. add their strong inceres: in con-
servation and public service. and then 
meld them into members of the new rural 
development and conservation tearn in 
Southwes: Virginia. 

Tne cesult one of the newest Arneri-
Corps team—the new national service 
initiative pushed by President Bill Clinton 
to tackle a wide range of critical needs 
across the nation. As envisioned, over 
:00,000 people will eventually be put to 
work solving a multitude of problems, 
and in return, receiving living stipends, 
nealth insurance. child care and an edu-
cational allowance tor their one or two 
year service. 

This particular four memberteam head-
;uartered in Wytheville (a fifth member 
has yet co be brought on board), falls 
under the United States Department of 
Agricultire's Rural Development wing, 
and will be specifically answerable to the 
New River/Highlands Resource Conser-
vation and Development district. 

As explained by Gary Boring, Director 
o f the NRJH RC&..D, when the president's  

prog-rarn was announced earlier, this ;rear, 
the loca! foresfry committee aopiied for a 
grant to staff five positions to assist in the 
overall rnarkering of timber. but with the 
goai oi ennancing the existing soi! ero-
sion anc conservation programs. 

And now. since this team was sworn in 
a Nashville ceremony Sept. 18 aiong with 
aporoxima:ely 2.000 other ArneriCorps 
volunteers from a iive-szate area. the 
members are busily defining their 
and becoming familiar with new termi-
nology ar.d bureaucracy. 

Audrey Biggs. Adrier.ne Perkins. 
Mindy Clark and Delco n Alderman bring 
diverse Packgrounds of communications, 
forestry and horticillture to their newiy 
created positions. Three of the four hold 
degrees from Virginia Tech. while Clark 
completed a horticulture program at 
Montana State Universiry in Bozernary. 

As the team. they will be spend one day 
a week working out of Ciark's Marion 
office, where their focus will be on the 
team prograrn of a free identification pro-
gram along the town's three-mile long 
Riverwalk and Greenway project. That 
project has received two other state 
grants. one of S100.000 from the state 
Commonwealth Transportation Board's 
IS i tA prograrn; and another from the 
Division of Forestry's Urban Foresfry 
program. With Clark's expertise in land-
scape architecture. the project can move 
forward. 

Clark may also be available to localities  

in the service region. to assist with park 
planning, Boring noted. 

Separately, the team members have 
their own responsibilities throughoutthe 
NR/HRC&D to implement aspects of 
conservation. 

Biggs, for example, will serve as Out-
reach Coordinator, predominantly work-
ing in the 11 county region of the NR/  

HRC&D, developing quarterly newslet-
ters and press releases. "Basically, I will 
be working to improve the community's 
knowledge of the programs available." 
and more specifically, "whatever affects 
soil conservation or forestry in the area." 

She earned an English degree from 
Tech, plus a Master's in communications 
X See FIELD. A2 . 
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Recruitment for AmeriCorps National Service 

. 
Are you interested in financial assistance 

toward a college education in exchange for 
community service? If so, then working in 
the AmeriCorps National Service project 
may be just what you're looking for. The 
United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) announced July 13, that recruiting 
has begun in Virginia for six positions that 
will start in September. 

AmeriCorps is President Clinton's na-
tional service initiative that allows diverse 
groups of young people to earn college or 
vocational school scholarships while per-
forming critical service to meet human, 
environmental, public safety, and educa-
tional needs. Participants in the program 
will work for a year earning a stipend of 
$12,000 and then receive an- educational 
award worth 54,725. 

Two positions are open in each location of 
Keysville, Tappahannock, and Wytheville. 
USDA's Soil Conservation Servi-T will 
administer the program though its Resource 
Conservation and Development Councils 
in these areas. Work in landscape architec-
ture, public relations, and outdoor recre-
ation are just some of the opportunities 
available. 

College level experience is required—a 
college degree is preferred. There is no 
maximum or minimum family income re-
quired to apply. Applications will be ac-
cepted until Aug. 5, 1994. 

To apply for the program or for more 
information, call the program coordinator 
in your area or the toll-free national USDA 
AmeriCorps hot line at 1-800-880-4183. 

Secretary of Agriculture Mike Espy urged 
all interested to apply.  

opportunity. It is good for the participants, 
who benefit from their increased ability to 
attend college or vocational school—good 
for communities, which benefit from their 
service—and good for the country, which 
benefits from a renewed civic spirit." 

THE VOICE 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 
JULY 20, 1994 
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AmeriCorps volunteer Kristi Grass: "I'm doing something good, which makes me feel good," says the Radford University graduate student, 21, about her service on behalf 
of people with multiple sclerosis. . 

ALAN KJM/Staff 

It pays to volunteer 
By CRYSTAL CHAPPELL 

$TAFF WRIER 
Five Southwest Virginians are enlisted in 

AmeriCorps, part of the Clinton administration's 
national service initiative aimed primarily at the 
nation't young people. About 15,000 people 
nationwide have been working in 330 programs 
since the national kickoff Sept. 12.  

In Virginia, 132 members ranging in age 
from 17 to 36 are tutoring, rebuilding pubiic 
housing, working with runaway and homeless 
youth and coordinating projects. Virginia has 
seven state-operated grants and is involved in at 

• 

• 

. Kristi Grass has volunteered before, but her 
work ln AmeriCorps is different. She is working 
for a cause that hits close to home — and pays off 
her college loan. 

Gra.ss, of Blacksburg, is volunteering with 
the Bluc Ridge Chapter of the National Multiple 
Sclerosis Society, helping people who have a 
disease that has affected her own friends and 
family. In return, she will receive $2,363 for her 
education. 

• • 
• 

• 

PLEASE SEE SERVICE/7 
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COMPLETE BRIDGE 
WORK— From left, Brian 
Bates, Americorp historian, 
Kathryn St. John, chairman 
of the Historical Staunton 
River Foundation, park man-
ager Jim Zanarini and Doug 
Spencer, Americorp land-
scape architect, look over the 
work on the new pedestrian 
deck at the Staunton River 
railroad bridge at the Fort 
Hill Battlefield. The park, a 
joint private, public venture 
between Virginia, Virginia 
Power, ODEC and the His-
torical Staunton River Foun-
dation. The park will grow 
by 80 acres when it officially 
opens June 10 and Virginia 
Power and ODEC turn over 

lr
 e additional acreage. The 
k will include an eight 

i nths of a mile walking trail 
across the river to Randotph. 
The new pedestrian platform 
the bridge was built by park 
service personnel. (David 
Conner I1 photos) 
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A Day on 

the trail ,.• 
WHEN: Saturday, 
April 22. 
WHAT: Riverwalk Tree 
identification Ceremony 
and Field Day. 
TIME: i l A.M. 
WHERE: Riverbend Park; 
parking and shuttle service 
available at town pool. 
ADMISSION: Free 

Rwerwalk festivities set 
to mark tree i.d. program 

By BRIAN SEALS/Staff 

For the past few months vol-
unteers have been sprucing up 
an area around the Middle Fork 
of the Holston River in Marion. 

They've been identifying spe-
cies of trees along the river and 
setting up posts identifying and 
giving information about those 
trees. 

9  On April 22, the Grassroots 
Conservancywill unveil the fruits 
of labor completed thus far in 
establishing the Riverwalk. 

The event will be part of a 
ceremony at Riverbend Park to . present this completed portion 
of the project to the cornmunity. 
Guided tours of the .6-mile sec-
tion of the trail will be conduct-
ed, information booths will be 
setup and the "Impact Monster" 
will be attending. The portion is 
one of three sections of trail that 
will eventually be connected. 
Parking for the event is available 
at the Ma1ion town pool on 
Chilhowie Streetand shuttle ser-
vice will be provided to the festi-
val from there. Activities begin 
at 11 a.m. 

"This event is designed to in-
troduce people to the Riverwalk, 
to show them the progress we've 
made and to celebrate our corn-
pletion of the Tree Identification 
lab," said Grassroots Conservan-

cy President Shirley Blackwell. 
"More than 40 trees have been 
identified and cataloged by mark-
ers along the trail. It's a great op-
portunity to come out and enjoy the 
day enjoying nature at its finest." 

Activities will include conserva-
tion and information booths, spe-
cial programs with historian Mack 
Sturgill and Conservancy member 
Lawrence Richardson and a photo-
graphic interpretation of the trail. 

Tree identification signs mark 
the various species of trees and 
foliage found along the river, ac-
cording to Mindy Clark, an Amer-
iCorps member assisting the Con-
servancy with the project. Conser-
vancy members placed the mark-
ers with the assistance of several 

community agencies such as 
scout troops and youth groups. 
AmeriCorps members assisted 
by workers with the Federal 
Emergency Management Agen-
cy (FEMA) and the Virginia De-
partment of Forestry have 
worked past Saturdays to help 
place the markers. Incorporat-
ed into the trail will be a program 
for public schools to use the 
identifications as part of an "out-
door classroom." Teachers 
helped the Conservancy in de-
veloping a Tree Identification 
Guide which will be used in the 
program. 

Also, an informational kiosk 
was recently raised near the 
town swimming pool. This kiosk 
will serve as a sort of center-
piece of the trail and offer infor-
mation about the walk and com-
munity events. 

Funding for the tree identifica-
tion portion of the trail was fund-
ed by a grant from the Virginia 
Department of Forestry. Imple-
mentation of the plans will be 
aided by a $115,000 grant 
through the Intermodal Surface 
Transportation Enhancement 
Act (ISTEA). This money will be 
used to upgrade the trail and 
make the trail handicap accessi-
ble. 

The Conservancy formed in 
1992, was charted in May 1993. 

• SMYTH COUNTY NEWS 

MARION, VTRGINIA 

APRIL 14, 1995 
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AmeriCorps volunteers 
lend a hand in Midlands 

fly MICHELLE R. DAVIS 
and KAY GORDON 

Staff Writers 

Amy Overstreet, 22, graduated from 
college and had no idea what to do with 
her life. James Holland, 54, a retired U.S. 
Army major, was teaching life science at 
an alternative school until it closed. 

Both opted to join the ranks of Arneri-
Corps — President Clinton's pet project 
that he has dubbed the domestic Peace 
Corps. 

IS PROGRAM' WORTH PRICET BS 

Overstreet and Holland are part of a 
five-member team working in South Caroft-
lin2ron rural development projects uncle-• • 

AmeriCorps. This week, two teams spent 
time in Richland and Lexington counties 
improving dry fire hydrants and inspect-
ing darns. . 

Several South Carolina groups fall un-
der the AmeriCorps umbrella, including 
City Year and the National Civilian Con-
servation Corps. In return for a living sti-
pend arid an educational grant, Ameri-
Corps members work on community 
projects. The I 1.-month program began in 
September. 

"Our effort is to reach out to niral 
communitie.s where county governments 
do not have staff for some projects." said 
Jim Wilson, AmenCorps coordinator and 
district conservationist in Columbia. 
Among other tasks, groups have analyzed 
water samples, done grassland surveys 

nM ocetraosnor so 
AntertCorpo volunteers James Holland an 
Ansy Overstreet complete work on a dry IN 
hydrant in rural Rich.land County. 

and rnapped roads for 911 systems. 
The rural-development AmeriCar 

project is sponsored by the Natural E 

sources Conservation Service under t 

U.S. Department of Agriculture. Stir 

wide, four five-member teams are has 

PLEASE SEE AMERICORPS • 
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Sitwell Stew -eras, kilt, and Susan Palter, both AmerlCorps volunteers, brave the rain to check out edam la rural Lesdngton County. They're -taking part in a three-week program to inspect 
more than 8- 43 dams la the county. 

THE STATE, COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, FEBRUARY 15, 1995 

AMER ICORPS take place every three years. 
Information the team gathers 

will be passed to the Department of 
Health and Environmental Con-
trors Dam and Reservoir Safety 
Section, said AmeriGorps project 
kader Susan Miller. 

The teams inspect the dams for 
signs of erosion to make sure water 
is flowing properly and the spill-
ways aren't clogged. Stevens, 
Miller, Angi Paulus, Chris Bever 
and team leader Chad Weston In-
spect six to eight dams a day. 

The data are used to update 
dam-ownership records and to de-
termine which dams need to be up-
graded. The information also will 
help communities around dams, 
should the structures break. 

For their II months of work, 
these AmeriCorps members receive 
$12,000 a year in living expenses 
and a scholarship of $4,765. 

But what they take away from 
the experience goes far beyond 
money, said Overstreet, who will be 
sent to the ivory Coast in Africa as a 
Peace Corps volunteer in August. 

"AmeriCorps has given me a 
smooth transition into the real 
world," sa id Overstreet, who was an 
English major at Wofford College. 
"I was really scared when I graduat-
ed. I wasn't ready to find a career 
because there wasn't anything I 
loved." 

The program taught Overstreet 
that with some basic training she 
can tackle just out anything — 

including computer research, scien-
tific testing and carpentry. 

also put her in touch with peo-
ple who have varied backgrounds 
and experiences. 

"We purposely chose some older 
people to give us diversity. maturity 
and leadership," Wilson said. "We 
feel like the balance or diversity has 
strengthened our team." 

Holland, the retired Army major, 
read about the ArneriCorps pro-
gram In a retiree magazine. 

"AI first I said, Tve had a career; 
I don't need one anymore,' " Hol-
land said. "But I'm not ready to sit. 
on the front porch." 

Holland is manager for the 
group's dry fire hydrant project. 
The hydrants are actually pipes 

near ponds and lakes ha rural areas 
that allow emergency vehicles to 
pump water and transport it to fire 

FROM PAGE I II. 
in Greenwood and Newberry coun-
ties. 

Somelirrus Sherell Stevens has 
to scramble civer fences to get to the 
waler's edg and the dam she is 
inspecting Iran rura l Lex ington Cou n-
ty. She che.-_—.cks her map, makes 
notes and lan_ighs at quacking ducks 
as they wad.....11e away. 

In ail kirak_ds of weather. driving 
down dirt and farm-to-market 
roads, Stevemns and four others con-
i in ue their t lass ree-week project to in-
3pect 83 low—hazard dams — struc-
lures located= where a failure could 
::ause mininussai damage. 

Low- hazs rd dam inspections 

scenes. 
The state's goal is to have a dry 

fire hydrant every three miles in 
rural areas. To do that, 2,500 hy-
drants are needed and 700 have al-
ready been purchased. 

ArneriCorps volunteers are 
painting the hydrants bright red to 
be seen easily and posting signs 
around them. When work on the 
hydrants is finished, homeowners 
nearby will have their insurance 
premiums lowered. 

"This has given me hope for my-
self." Overstreet said. "I have seen a 
kind of beauty in people working 
together all "log things done." 
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Volunteers Le11d Hand In Ai_ken Spruce-Up 
By BRIAN NEILL 

Parts of Aiken will get a sprue­
a up over the next week thanks 

joint, volunteer effort be; 
.n Arnericorps and the Aiken 

partment of Public Safety's 
IMPACT program. 

Volunteers were busy Friday 
clearing overgrown shrubs and 
raking leaves around Schofield 
Middle School. Additional Arner­
icorps volunteers from Columbia 
are expected to arrive in the ear­
ly part of next week to begin 
work on an octagonal-shaped 

• 

butterfly garden at Gyles Park. 
Most of the those taking part in 

Friday's cleanup were enrolled 
in the ADPS IMPACT program, 
which provides community in­
volvement opportunities for stu­
dents considered at risk. 

Despite the intense heat, the 
students worked diligently car­
rying wheelbarrows full of shrub 
trimmings and leaves to a pile 
near the front of the school. 

"I like helping out and it's 
fun," said 14-year-old Anthony 
Rouse, a student at Schofield 
Mind.le School. 

Travis Williams, 14, said he 
volunteered his time "just to 
have something to do." 

James H. Holland, an Arneri­
corps team leader and Aiken 
resident, was helping to oversee 
the effort. 

"We have specialized in con­
servation projects," Holland 
said. "This is sort of a pet 
project." 

David Holcomb, an Ameri­
corps horticulturalist, proudly 
displayed a diagram of the Gyles 
Park project. The new butterfly 
park will be divided into sections 

by railroad ties and will contain 
various bushes known to attract 
butterflies, as well as a variety 
of perennials, Ho:comb said. 

The Arnericorps project was 
initiated by President Bill Clin­
ton in the fall of 1993 and is ad­
ministered under the U.S. De­
partment of Agriculture. 

In exchange for 1,800 hours of 
community service, participants 
receive a $12,000 living stipend 
for an 11-month period and also 
receive $4,725 for student loans 
or tuition, Holcomb said. 

•
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AmeriCo�ps 
Assists· 

' 

School 
District 

'Have you ever wondered how 
much work goes into producing the. 
food we eat everyday? 

Most of us know where these 
products come from but have n o  
idea how· the process works. Hav( 
you ever seen how a go.lion of milk 
or a dozen eggs get from. the
animals to the store and to your 
table? 

The loco! AmeriCorps volunteers 
ore working with the Newberry 
School District and the Natura1 
Resources Conservation·Service on 
an agr-icultural curriculum for 
teachers. • • 

• • • 
. 

.

This project is centP.red around 
the agricultural  activities 'of 
Newberry County.' 'The AmeriCorps 
volunteers are taking inventory at 
participating fanns in the county to 
identify aspects thnt could be used 
ns educAtionnl teaching materials 
in environmental and agricultural 
education. . • 

The USDA volunteers are laying 
the foundation for teachers to learn 
ab�ut the workings ·or. an
s�cultur�l setting. The purpose of
this proJect is to find what 
activi�es and practices found on a 
farm ·are ·worth the leaders of 
tomorrow . learning • and. 
understanding. . 

The v�lunteers are.headed by
Karen Kinard, the AmeriCorps 
l eader for the farm • teacher
curriculum. The idea.is to set up a
program for select teachers to go 
thr�ugh an ag-ricultural training 
period to better understand the 
farmfog process and establish a 
working curriculum for- other 
teachers to utilize. 

• •• ��wberry! S. C. Frida'y, n·ec.-16
1 

1994
: lhe AmenCorps team is taking , 
mventory,at participating farms in 
the county. to 'identify aspects that 
could be ·useci as teaching materials 
in agricul_tural • and environmental. 
education. ·The-:volunteers are:also 

. . ' • � ·• • • ·'ll ... • • 
settmJ."U�•-a ? �ork.ii:g-�gricult-µral; 
resource ''.library• of,. available· 
materials from· numerous sources 
for future utilization by teachers. . 

The field data compiled by the 
volunteers from Newberry County 
farms will be'used by.the sc(lool 
district-. ·:to:<create•i•th.e new 
curriculum.· A' handful· of te�chers. 
will take the raw data ·and organize 
an agric�l�ur�rpr!?grarn, for other 
teachers,·,,to ·-::go ,through to 
adequately. r.teach , -,the _; far�· 
curriculum 
- After en ough·· teachers have

completed. the program· and begin
. to incorporate some ·or the material
into· their classes,' field

°

.trips to the.
l:lrea farm$ .will give the.students a
chance· to •.see :first-hand ·how:.the·
JQO<i,·.we,so,ofum _-take ,for grS:Oted,
gets to our table:; :i•::1ri�·.•:: : ; •. . • • 
• i_The··�eaching curricul�rn-:wm
include '. -� ma·nY, '.'.':·aspects ••• of
environmental 'education·· and
conservati�n _·techniques used to
protect the quality. of our existing
environment·/·,;� for:�·: . future 
generations�"The importance · of 
en�ron�ent�L' edu�ation is being 
reahz�d 1throughoµt_ the·world and 
can be' see�· in. eyeryday_ life. That's
why we .all, .especia1ly our children, 
·need. to .learn· and understand· how
pr9cesses ·, •that•'.:.·affect •. our
environment work and what can be
done • to; protect-'and I �ope fully'.
rebuild what we 'still have: • • 

. ·.· . _,. . 



Newberry Taam II, AmeriCorps, members receive technical 
training from supervisor 11m WUson, center. Pictured, from left, are: Jay Henderson, James Holland, Jlm Wilson and Mary Roe. 
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AmeriCorps Continues Work With Watershed 
BY KIMBERLY M. JOELNSON • 

• 

YOUR COMMUNITY AT WORK 
AmeriCorps continues its 

committmersr to rural South 
Corolir6a. 

The Newberry '51;011 II members 
(Amy Overstreet, James Hollend, 
Jay H•nderson, Mary Roe and 
Angela Brinkley) use a computer 
program to identify non•point 
source pollution in the Bueh River 
Carnping Creek watershed. 

'lb identify potential solutions for 
the problem arena, taarn mernbera 
place data such as soil type, land 
elope arid land use into the AGNPS 
(Agricultural Non•point Source) 
computar model. 

The model simulates conditions 
at all point& within the watershed. 

The AGNPS prograrn actually 
runs a watershed model and 
spaally interprets the results. 

The Natural Resources 
Conservation Service will use tha 
model of the two subwater sheds to 
pinpoint problems within tha 
overall Buih River Camping Creek 
watershed. 

The tearn has created a Lotus 
spreadsheet for inputting data 
from SC Dept. of Health and 
Environmental Control (DHEC) 
water monitoring station. The 
information )ia-s been accumulating 
over the years and hes not boon 
analyzed. 

As a reoult of the spreadsheet,  

the data can be graphed and 
comparison studies can be rnade in 
order to illuetrate trends and 
patterns over the years. 

Aerial photos, topography rnaps, 
as well as a clinometer which 
measures the land slope 
percentage are some of the 
instrument, and equipment used 
by the tearn. 

As Holland and Roe use the 
equipment in the field, they have 
placed a premium on their outdoor 
experiences. 

Holland enjoys the physical 
land.scape such as the hillsides, the 
change of seasons and the well. 
rnsnagad farms. 7or farrners, the 
work is right there...they live 
within the workplace," he said. 

Roe feels a greater appreciation 
for the environment. 

She recalls watching • PBS 
program about mammoths. Roo 
rnarveled how ehe could relate to 
various subject& in the program to 
her ArneriCorps work. 

Devising a plan to cross a creek 
and trying to pry a canoe out of 
mud ars some memorable tales for 
Amy Overstreet. Overstreet works 
primarily with computer data 
entry. She looks forward to 
increasing her field time. 

Cal1 321.6222, to learn more 
about the team's current project. 

• 

e • 
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; A JOINT EFFORT enabled Williamsburg Academy to 
receive some new plants for the school campus. 

i Williamsburg First National Bank donated the plants, 
, Williamsburg Soil and Water Conservation District pro-

vided technical assistance, and local Americorps mem-
, bers supplied labor. Pictured from left to right are 

Americorps member Michael Busby, WA Headmaster i 
Larry Berry, Alan Chandler of Williamsburg First 

, National Bank, Americorps member Kendra Williams. , 
' June Holliday of Williamsburg First National Bank, and 
; Willie Humphrey of the U.S. Forest Service.  
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SANTEE STRIPER 
SANTEE, SOUTH CAROLINA 

APRIL 19, 1995 * 
Santee is scene 
for Americorps 
By Barry Wnod 
Editor 

Volunteers from across the state met 
in Santee yesterday for a two-day con-
ference ofAmericorps workers and ad-
ministrators. This was not a sit-down 
meeting. While service projects went 
on throughout the little tovoi on Lake 
Marion, National USDA Americorps 
Director Joel Berg took a break from 
cutting the grass around Town HaII to 
speak to this reporter. 

"This program," said Berg of 
Amencorps, "meets the Jesse test. From 
Helms to Jackson, politicians approve 
of what's being done. 

"These folks are doing great stuff. 
They help with 911 implementation, 
housing impro‘,ement, enterprise com-
munities and a host of other projects." 

Americorps is a federal program 
begun by President Clinton in which 
people volunteer their services for up 
to two years. They work at cornmunity 
projects, and in exchange receive a 
monthly stipend, as well as up to 
S9,400 for college tuition. Locally, 
Gloria Richardson is working, as an 
Ainericorps volunteer, with the Eastem 
Orangeburg County Enterprise Coin-
munity (EOCECI. 

"This program." said Berg. "isabout 
getting things done. It produces con-
crete results for the community. It 
brings together all aspects of the com-
munity and bridges divisions. It teaches 
personal responsibihty and provides 
people with an opportunity. lt's a com-
rnon sense program that works." 

Of South Carolina's Americorps pro-
flet!.! was enthusiastic. 

"Yours is among the best-function-
ing prograrns in the country I urge you 
to look into it - see for yourself that it 

works." 
Berg addect a personal note on the 

late Josephine High. who was an 

Arnericorps worker with the EOCEC. 
"l offer my deep regrets." he said, 

"for the passing of Josephine High. 
While I didn't know her personally, I 
understand that her work with 

Americorps was simply a continuation 
of her life's work." 

Jim Wilson, project coordinator in 
South Carolina for the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Ser% ice, told the 
Ohverver that Americorps is "a domes-
tic peace corps." In fact, the program's 
5500 million budget and 18,000 volun-
teers make it bigger than the Peace 
Corps ever was. 

"Local counties come up with pro-
posals," said Wilson, "for community 
improvement. Some 90 percent of it is 
physical work, and around 80 percent 
of our volunteers have college educa-
tions. They provide hands-on labor, as 
well as assessments, like grasslands in-
ventories or stream coding. In return, 
these folks are able to work with pro-
fessionals, to get exposure in a number 
of career possibilities. We rotate team 
leaders so that all are able to plan, or-
ganize and delegate. 

"Workers learn to complete a 
project. They plan, and then producc-
tangible results. But most of ail, they 
have developed a sincere desir: for 
community service. All of them have 
their hearts in the nght place." 

The USDA Americorpc inecting 
tinues today at Santee State Palk 

o 
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Team focuses on curriculum 
John Morgan feels like he's 

"getting a ncw Job every couple 
of weeks" working with 
AmeriCorps. 

In recent weeks, his five-
membes, Newberry-based teem 
has boen in Columbia evaluating 
art environmental curriculum. 
Act ion for a Cleaner Tomorrow, 
created by the S.C. Department 
of K•alth and Environmental 
Control. 

The team's purpose ws.s to 
provide a cost analysis of mated-
als and ideas for parallel re-
sources. They idso critiqued the 
lessons And suggested changes 
to mak, them flow more 
smoothly. 

The currkulum is designed to 
emphasize all aspects of recy-
cling and its importance to tuture 
generations. Teachers who want 
to use the 120-lesson curriculum 
rnust complete a !reining session. 
So far, 2,750 teachers in 75 
school districts have been 
trained. 

Every few weeks. the Amen-
Corps team completes a project 
and is assigned a new one. In 
addition to the curriculum analy-
sis, they have done grassland 
surveys, constructed nature 
trails, beautified parits. initialed 
911 conversions, tutored and 
taught. 

API upcoming project indudes 

building a barn that will become 
• petting zoo at Camp Spear-
head, a Greenville-area camp for 
handicapped children. 

ArneriCorps, a national pro- 
gram implemented by President 
Bill Clinton, ha.s 20.000 members 
nationwide and offers a variety 
of programs, including educa-
tion. conservation, drug preven-
tion and law enforcement. Jt has 
been referred to as a "domestic 
Peace Corps." 

The South Carolina Ameri-

Corps, dubbed the Rural Devel• 
opment Team and sponsored by 
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
(Lire, is dedicated to designing 
and implementing programs that 
will improve the quality of rural 
life in the slate. The 20 members 
of the S.C. team are divided into 
four groups. with five members 
each. Two of the teams are locat-
ed in Newberry, and two in 
Greenwood. 

"I learned a lot about conser-
vation practices" as a part of the 

Rural Development Team, said 
Diggs Hill Jr., a student at South 
Carolina State University. "It's a 
lot of fun," he said. 

The main goal of the overall 
program is personal develop-
rnent. Madeline Cislo, a Mid-
lands Technical College student 
and a team member, said the pro- 
gram is designed to "build us as 
people." She said the program 
not only taught her how to be a 
leader, but how to be a follower 
ss well. 

Members are selected 
through an application and inter- 
view process. Any legal U.S. citi-
zen 17 years of age or older who 
has successfully completed two 
or more ye.ars of college may ap- 
ply. This year's team members 
ranged in age from 20 to 60. 
• Participants receive a 1tving. 
allowance of S12,000 a year, 
health and child care benefits if 
needed nnd an educatkm award 
of $4,725 for each term of service 
up to two terms. The education 
award may be used to pay back 
student loans or to continue 
education. 

Members work 40 or more 
hours a week for nine months to 
a year to complete a minimum of 
1,812 hours of community ser-
vice. 

To apply for AmeriCorps or 
for more information, call 253-
3977. The application deadline 
for the 1995-96 term of service is 
July 7. 

By MUSTY EPPLEY 
scaly Writer 

Min I7PLIEWTHE MIX 
AmeriCerps members, from left, Jelin Morgan, Madeline Oslo and 
Dlggs lr., wtth copies of onvironneental curriculum. They worked 
vAth a class that made meml bellied them with recycled prodects, 

SWOON / LOWER  MOUND NEIGHBORS 
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i  A JOINT EFFORT enabled wlIllamsburg Academy to 

I Williamsburg First National Bank donated the plants, 
receive some new plants for the school carnpus. 

, Williamsburg Soil and Water Conservation District pro-
vided technical assistance, and local Americorps mem-

, bers supplied labor. Pictured from left to right are 
Americorps member Michael Busby, WA Headmaster , , 
Larry Berry, Alan Chandler of Williamsburg First 

, National Bank, Americorps member Kendra Williams. 
' June Holliday of Williamsburg First National Sank, and 
; Willie Humphrey of the U.S. Forest Service.  
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STUDENTS WORK WITH 
AMERICORPS VOLUNTEERS 

Americorps Visits Gallman 

• 

• 

To Assist Students' Project 
-Soh n rsa,a.r1 • • • • 

children do the work, iiromote 
teamwork, and hopefully increase 
their desire to learn new things. 

The Arnericorps volunteers would 
like to thank the following Gallman 

Anne Folk, Mrs. Jane Bagwell, and The Americorps volunteers of the 
Newberry Water Quality team spent 
Thursday, Nov. 3, at Gallrnan 
Elementary. 

The Americorps representatives 
were working with Ms. Billie 
Burton, the 4th and 5th grade 
science teacher for the past six 
years, on an outdoor garden for her 
Erience class. The outdoor garden 
was constructed with donated 
crossties from CSX and topsoil 
purchased from Willingham and 
Son's Building Supply with money 
provisioned from The Peak Institute 
LAWN (Learning Agriculture Within 
Nature) Project. 

This money was given because of 
a grant written by four Gallman 
teachers: Ms. Billie Burton, Mrs. 

the 4-H Coordinator Mrs. Marie 
Bussey. 

The Americorps volunteers will 
be conducting on-going 
environmental education programs 
with the students in the coming 
year, including the construction of an 
on-site nature trail, beautifying the 
school grounds by planting donated 
perennials and 'flowering shrubs, 
and assisting with environmental 
training in the classroom. 

The school would like to thank 
CSX for the crossties, Georgia Pacific 
for landscaping wood chips, Wicker's 
Greenhouse and Nursery for 
bedding plants, and Leavell Azalea 
Farm for donating 100 azaleas. The 
Americorps group will be helping the 

fiah grade students for their 
participation in building the outdoor 
gardening beds on Thursday: 
Preston Bates, Zachary Pitts, Bruce 
McClurkin, Lyndell Jackson, Bryant 
Jeffrey, Calvin Dewalt, Mariel Clark, 
Stuart Thrner, Johnathon. Crumton, 
Ashley Brooks, David Bailey, Martin 
Sims, Sloan Garrison, Kenzie Hill, 
Rebecca Hamilton, B. J. Bennett, 
Lashawnda Deshiélds, Trevor 
Gibson, and Ruth Parr. . 

Abby Gage, an Americorps 
volunteer, said, "The degree of 
enthusiasm from the students was 
insDiring." 



Tina Wright-Swinton committed 
to serve Marion County community 
through AmeriCorps pilot program 
MARION COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA 

• 

• 
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Tma Wright-Swinton is young, 
energetic and she wanta to . 
belp. Even more, she has 
promised to get things done-

AmeriCorps, a pilot progra.m 
initiated by the Clinton 
Administration, is allowing 
Mrs. Wright-Swinton the 
opportunity to serve her 
community. She can serve a 
one-year term ct community 
service and for her 
commitment, receive money to 
pay off a college loan or tuition. 

She is t.he AmeriCorps 
representative for Marion 
County and will be assisting 
low-to-moderate incorne 
individuals in the county to 
upgrade their housing. She will 
a]so be assisting school-age 
children in after-school 
programs. 

be going door-to-door 
finding out exactly what's 
happening in Marion County. 
It's an outreach program to 
target low and moderate 
income housing residents. And 
I will be working at the Marion 
Student Enrichrnent Center 
with students in grades one to 
eight - to do well in school - as 
mentor and tutor,' said Mrs. 
Wright-Swinton, 26. 

A conservative estimate 
identifies over three percent of 
the households in Marion 
County with no plumbing. This 
is three times the national 
average. Marion County has 
one of the highest levels of sub-
standard housing in South 
Carolina, according to her 
project and mission statement 
for Marion County. 

Mrs. Wright-Swinton said she 
will be working with the 
Farmers' Home Administration 
as an outreach person. She will 
be identifying those residential 
homes which are in financial 
need and connecting them with 
prograra which can help. She 
also plans to initiate an 
educational service for the 
program so that housing 
improvements wi11 be long-
term. 

"A lot of people in rural Marion 
Count\ are not apt for change,'  

she said. challenge is 
going to be finding and 
connecting with the people out 
there who need resources... 
helping people find out what 
programs are out there 

Stu said she will primarily be 
workir.g with identifying 
residents and connecting them 
with loans and other assistance 
programs provided by FmflA, 
but will also be working with 
the United States Department 
of Agriculture's Rural 
Development Administration, 
Marion County government, 
Marion County community 
service and the Pee Dee 
Regional Council of 
Governments. Agencies which 
will be helping with assistance 
include the FmHA, Habitat for 
Humanity and various other 
housing and urban 
development programa. Some 
of her resources include the 
Clemson Extension Service, the 
Marion County Planning 
Department and Marion School 
District 1, she said. 

'I have a lot of ideas, but it's 
going t.o be difficuit for one 
person to t.ake on the whole 
community. Once 1 find out 
what specific problems there 
are and identify the people, I 
know Pm going to need the 
support of others. It's going to 
be a lot of work and a lot of 
challenges,' Mrs. Wright- 
Swinton said. 

She is excited and determined 
by the cha]lenge. Sla has gone 
through a number of training 
courses with the FrnHA and 
AmeriCorps and plans to be 
effective in her service. 

`I think it's an excellent 
program - community service to 
pay for an education. I know I 
arn a people-person, and having 
an opportunity to interact and 
help somebody makes me feel 
really blessed," she said. 

Mrs. Wright-Swinton said her 
AmeriCorps colleagues in 
different counties in the 
country are concentrating on 
different projects. Each county 
has it's own specific priority. 
Counties in South Carolina 
which have the advantage of an 
Americorp representative 
include Allendale, Denmark, 
Orangeburc. Santeeavnches  

and the Williamsbureake 
City area, she said. 

Mrs. Wright-Swinton is also 
excited about working with 
students out of the Marion 
Student Enrichment Canter. 
The center is a local non-profit 
agency made up of retired 
educators and high school 
volunteers. She wi]1 be workink 
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to stem the tide of high school 
drop-outs in Marion County, 
and nurturing their desire for 
an education. 

A Marion native, Mrs. Wright-
Swinton will receive a living 
allowance for her one year of 
service, plus an educational 
award. She is a graduate of 
Coastal Carolina University 
with a degree in Business 
Administration. She has 
worked with the Department of 
Social Services, the South 
Carolina Employment 
Commission and Fleet 
Funding, all of which relate to 
her Americorp service position. 

Marion County Administrator 
Pete Rogers will act as her 
supervisor. 

Anyone seeking more 
information about AmeriCorps 
can (-Al 1.So,  );Rf1-41k'i 
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Saluda County clears 911 hurdle 
Identifying roads 
first step lo service 

By KAY GORDON 
Sial/ *Wier 

A giant step hes been nation to-
ward a 911 emergeecy service sya-
tens in Soled. County. now that ail 
the county's roods have been 
identified. 

Mot the mimics net least 18 
months away. 

niers how Wag it will be before 
the coenty le In is position so ask 
telephoen cempisoies to begin svoria 
on the system. said Pied Potts. 
chairmen of the couety Plannksg 
Cemsednelen. 

But the county is oo the right 
track. 

Recently. a Natural Resources 
Conservation Smoke AmeriCorpe 
teem of volunteers spent three 
weeks Went Wyk's all d the countys 
named and unnamed roads. They 
developed croas references by 
names and members. Then. they 
'mink copies of the tax maps and 
identified road names on the maps 
and the properly numbery 

The hve-reensber team also noted 
new i oink that wene not marked on 
the 1968 highway wimps they used.  

The end product was an upihited 
map of th. county le four sections. 

Acairate and updated road maps 
are critical So esiabllshingn 111 1 aye-
tem, Potts mid. To quality for 911, 
at least SO percent ci the roads mast 
be named. 

A county committee is Density; 
the roads. bin hundreds still leave 
no weak team members said. 

doe't even come done to 80 
percent being named.-  Potts said. 
- We're working toward that. 
There's a major push to get that 
completed. Then. roads have to be 
inimberexL” 

The seven-member. an-volunteer 
planning cmumiesiou asked the 
AnseriCorpe teens to invaitory the 
roods_ 

AmeriCorps Is funded tbrougb _ 
the Corporation lor National and 
Community Service and the Natural 
Resources Conservetkm Service. 
Projects are based on community-
identified needs. 

- They had the time and vehicles 
and computers.-  Potts said. "We're 
getting ready to ask them to help 
wit h index ing — numbering of 
streets end roods. which will lead to 
a numbered address as opposed to a 
route and box number." 

ArneriCorps is President Clio-
lon's national service initiative to  

address critkal education. human 
service and eaviroomental needs in 
comaninitlet. 

To gasify for 911, at least 
90 portent of the roads 

'ant samed. 

Several AnveriCorpa projects ere 
underway in South Carohne. The 
one for rural development in South 
Caroline is sponsored by the 
USDAONstund Resources Censer-  

vetion Smvice. 
Project area counties Laclede 

Abbeville. Laurens. Greenwood, 
Newberry, McCormlek. Leodogton. 
Saluda. Edgeneld and Ailtsn. The 
teams. which Segue in September, 
win work on various projects In ru-
ral counties for the nest of the peer. 

The South Carolina Rund Devel-
opment AmertCorps projact hus 
four five-reember lama. with 10 in 
Greenwood County audit) In New-
berry County. 

A Newberry teem conducted the 
recent project In Saluda County. It 
also hie done projects In other 
prem, including building outdoor 
kerning centers. developing related 
lesson plans, and wirier quality 
sampling. 
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• NEWBERRY OBSERVER 
NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
O(,`TOBER 12, 1995 

Water Quality Becomes Americorps 
Priority In Newberry County 

Once again, Newberry County is 
on the cutting edge of conservation 
techniques and efforta because of 
the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) 
and the new knericorps volurtaer 
water quality team 

Arnericorpe is President Clinton's 
National Service Initiative that 
launched September 12, with 20,000 
young men arid women being sworn 
in nationwidciTh• Arnericorpe 
water quality team consists of five 
men and women dedicated to 
community service with an 
emphasis on conservation ideals. 

This team, based in Newberry at 
1114 Caldwell Street, will be 
worlbrig closely with the SCS during 
the nest year. 

The water quality proYect will be 
aimed at non-poir.t source pollution 
in Newberry County. This project is 
the first of iu kind in the United 
States and will be used as a modal 
for the rest orals country. 

The Americorps team will be 
working in conjunction with the 
SCS, Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts, and the Department of 
Health and Environmental Control. 

The project concentrates on 16 
Newberry County farma that aro 
participating. Soil sampling ol 
DHEC approved fields, and 
wastewater sampling of livestock 
lagoons_from each farm will be the 
initial ateps of this conservation 
action. 

F'rom theca soil and water tests, 
the knericorps team will derive a 
rate for wastewater application as 
organic fertilizer on the DHEC 
approved fields. The SCS will 
oversee application.processes using 
the Soil and Water Conservatino 
District's otate-of-the-art spreader, 
to be rotated between parbcipatIng 
farms for application purposea. 
Demonstration of this new process 
and machinery will be held at a. 
designated farm in mid.November. • - . . . 

• 
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wants the "opportunity to mnite a 
difference in our surrounding 
communities-  while serving in 
Amsricorps. 

*Team Administrator Madeline 
S. Cislo resides in Hopkins. She 
presently attends the Airport 
Campus of Midlands Technical 

•College and ls specializing in 
Medical Laboratory Technologies. 
For Madeline, knericorps is her 
way to "learn more about South 
Carolina's environmental status 
and to become more involved with 
community service." 

'Transportation Captain Diggs 
Hill Jr. comes frorn Greenville. He is 
currently attending South Carolina 
State University ano" majoring in 
Marketing. For Diggs, knericorps is 
h-is chance to learn more about 
Rural America and to help 
communities" in South Carolina. 

!Public relntions coordinator 
John E. Morgnn 11I hails from 
Society Hill. Ho recently received a 
Rn :lor of Science degree in 
Aquacultures Fisheries Wildlife 
Biology from Clemson Univesrity. 
Morgan. while working for from 
Clemson University. Morgan, while 
working for Americorps, plans to 
"diversify )iis environmental 
knowledge and skills, promote 
conservatio efforts, irn prove 
community iving, ar. increase 
community involvement and 
awareness in development projects" • 
in rural South Carolina. 

me unto-results of this project 
are aimed at providing a valuable 
service that will have a positive 
impact on the environnient as well 
as the county involved. 

Through sampling and applying 

this eflluent as organic fertilizer, the 

team hopes to drastically cut the 
farmers' cost arid reduce the threat 

of non-point source pollution caused 
by improper waste management 
and chemical fertilizer residue to 

the fragile watershed •reaa of 
Newberry County. Prom this 
project, the warn hopes to educate 
and increase the awareness of 
Newberry County residents on the 
aspects of non-point source pollution 
arid conservation practices to 
prevent such •nvirorarnental 
hazards. 

The Newberry Arnericorpe water 
quality team is dedicated to 
community service and doing the 

finest conservation work possible to 

enhanc• the quality of Neberry 
County and the reputation of the 

National Arnericorps volunteer 
program. 

Anyone interested in' this 

program ald would like more 

information, call the Arnericorps 

office (321-6226 or 3214222) or the 

Newberry County SCS office (276-
0032). Members of the team 

working in Newberry arc 
' . °Team leader Abigail Ann (Abby) 

Cage of Cloveland, S.C. She has a 

'bachelor's dorsa in political science 

and a masters in environmental 
ms.nagement For Abby, Arnericorps 

is a chance "to develop her 

leadership ability and gain new 

eldlle to help in the environmental 
' " 

• Team Members: John Morgan, M.sdellne Clslo, Karen Kinard, Abby Gage and Diggs Hill. 

• 

• 
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AMERICORPS DOING ROAD INVENTORY-An 
A mear—orps team is scheduled to launch this week a road inventory in Abbeville Cosiaty, as a step toward the 
establishment o( tbe E-911 system here ha Abbeville Couaty. Team members are shown here at work on another project. 
(AnwriCorps photo) 

• THE PRESS AND BANNER 
ABBEVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 
MARCH $, 1995 

AmeriCorps doing road inventory 
in preparation for E-911 set-up 

By Heary f. Grum 
MmeriCorps it launchiig this week 

a project which is expected to help 
pave de way for the cockade's:re of 
the E-9 l l emergency resprxise sys-
ian in Abbeville Canty. 

A kern of this nationwide sa'vice 
orp will be working on a projezt to 

cornplete the first phase of9 1 l imple-
mentation. 

'We will ride every road in the 
county, taking road ioventosy—  

signage, rood type, landmarks, fire 
districts,' said AmeriCaps preSect 
leader Angi Paulus 

AmeriCorps will be look:nib ses 
whether them is more due one rai-
ders on a road, she said 

)f there is more dun one resident 
on a road or drivewsy, it bas to be 
named. 

'We we just dong road inven-
Paului said 'Whesi we we 

finished, Phase Two (addressieg) wid  

begin." 
The km =sabers we Pain, 

Chad 'lesion, Chris Bever, Sums 
Miller, %mil Stamm 

The project, which she said 
Abbeville Comity Council is mon-
scring. takes in three weeks, extend-
ing from March 6 to March 23. 

Glenn Breed, &mkt of public 
management with Upper Savannah 
Ccuncil of Governments, will pro-
vide technical support. 

Breed said Thursday dsst thi map-
ping by AnieriCorps veil crane at no 
cost to Abbeville Canty. 

Breed, who said that he serves co 
an AmeriCorps advieory council, sail 
that he spprosched AineriCorps to 
do the preSeet. 

1 @wooded dian obout ding a 
rood imentay," he said, ming that 
be sobeined a preject nisi No-
waiter cant yew. 'They thought it 
would bong:cid idea' 

An AmeriCorps lane will be do-
ing pinch the sane this, in 
McCormiek Canty, auk* Few 
raticns for &All, Punka said 

The picket leader these will be 
David Holcombe, sod the anini mem-
bers am Holcombe, Dawn Kaalell, 
Greg Maxwell, Richard Eaton, and 
Den Johnsen. 

McCormack County is sponsor-
ial tho Prcioa 

Technical support will be pro-
vided by PaulBjoriman, McCornink 
Canty Administrakr. 

The duration of die project, end 
the wort inolvat be the same 

Anierr.cirps is a astir:sin& ter-
vice mini, which hastein charac-
terized as a domestic vessiOn of die 
Peace Caps - - . 

AneriCorps has waled on a num-
ber of service projects in Abbeville 
County, Miming a granlinds sur-
vey sod a project ia which they 
worked with area wildhfe officials_ 

anagrecy remise sys-
tem, in Abbeville Cam has long 
been a topic of discussion among 
kral goverrem officials. 

The effort has been highlighted by 
meetings of kcal gowernmai 
ads aid eniagaky-resporise misted 
agency representatives id leads/afar 
back - Dezember, 1993. 

An E-911 canimittee has beat 
established through County Q;urkii 
to help plan kr the Irian, and Coun-
cil it wortng with the Upper"Saveri-
an Coined of Goverment' to help 
bring the system to Abbeville County. 

E-911 ism especially sophisti-
cated form of the 911 system, by 
which people can me easily gain 
access to emergency KM= through 
calling, by lei:0as; amend dis-
patch caner. 

The county mapping which 
AmeriCorps will be doers will be an 
integral step lowwd bilging the sys-
tem to the county, Ince de efficiat 
w visice of service' *rough E-91 l 

,he evert of an emergency depends 
in the system's ability to pinpoint die 
eciergenvis Imatica. 

Mearattaileclauncling sn E-911 

e 

Road inventory will be extensive 
By Henry E. Green 

Some tips kr the public aro being 
_provided in keeping with the coming 
. of lir .s.cuaiCorpo loan which 
scheduled to Mart a rood inventory in 
Abbeville County, as a step toward 
establidaw a 9111Yiteen Wertn r 

4 

For a 91 l system, each structwe 
nest have a distant street 

addrest, not a rural route number cr a 
box number. 

The road invencry is jun die first  

phase in a laigthy pnxess, and the 
actual won addressing will be naa 

Abbeville County will be ad-
dressed in diffaad phases—each 
phase will consist of the different 
postal ap codes ' 

- "A 911 sorrowing teem snll be in ' 
various areas b make sure every 
structure in the comity hes. -tree( 
style address-1411 Main Street, for 
example. 

The 911 addressing team wid leave  

important infcrinnion at each resi-
dence to vaify die occupants name, 
old address, building deaaiption, aod 
New addren. 

The maiden will be 'eked to pro-
vide their telepline number so diet 
each Meet address Will beeceobned ' 
with a phone number. • • • 

- Each resident will be informed of 
their new address led what to sun 
using that addred 

lf you have any questions cce-
owning 911 addressing, call 459-  

2955. 
According to reports, the 

AnkriCorps neat doing die mad io- - 
ventory will be headquoiered below 
in the basement of the Abbeville 

•County Library it; Abbeville" 

' :Arnie-vit.:reps is a nationaisavice 
initiative to achieve direct resulu 
addressing tho nation's education, 
human service, public safety, and 
environmental needs at the commu-
nity level 

• 



Twenty AmenCorps members 
have becn working hard for the past 
two weeks to complete a Ardderness 
campsite for the children at John de - 
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la Howe, according to an ArnetiCarpi ' t.  ' . . Wildeniess Program is a very 
news release.Thempsite walhouse 2.4 successful pan of the John de la 
a 8r011P.  of students participating in Howe curriculum. lbe school ha• 
the wilderness Program at de la HowellSseverai wilderness campsites avail• 

able for tht4,  program. Tai students 
' "SccuPY,AaCkcithPsiuk WO at lei 

- two counselors preserF times:* 
The campsites arc very basic, with 
simple structures and the epentials 
leeded for aurvival.1The 'students , 
participate voluntarily ' the' four-
month program; during 'which time 
comrnunication ,.with the 'outside 
Norld is monitored.• The students 
eve the program witti a better ua-

rcier4andin,; 'of themselves 'and the 
eartb around them. ' -I  ;72' 

.• . Americorps is a new national ser- , 
vice initiative designed to help the 

: mral communities of Arnerka in the' 
• areas &education, human Service, ' 
, public safety, and envipinmental , needs from &community perspec-

:.  Tbey target a nine county project 
area in South Carolina consisting of 
Abbeville,rLatuitas, Mreen wood, 

. ' Newlxrry, McCormickSaluda, Lex-
AMERICORPS DOES PROJECT AT DE LA HOWE—

An AineriCorps team, part of a national service initiative, has 
been involved in a project at John de la Howe School in 
McCormick County. (AmeriCorps photo) 
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ington, Edgefield, and Aiken. "lbe 
program is sponsorea in these areas • 
by the Natural Resooroe Conseryk , , 
tion Service .(NRCS) to representt!...:,.. 

•- state and they will be duplicat-4 in 
other areas in the fututi.) . , 

• . • 
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SALUDA SENTINEL 
SALUDA, SOUTH CAROLINA 
FEBRUARY 1, 1995 

AmeriCorps Completes 
County 911 'Phase One" 
Ey John E. Morgan, Ill 
The white, serni•muddy, govern-

ment ve'rucle sightinga are su.re to 
diminish as the USDA volunteers 
from the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service's, AmeriCorpe 
have nr.ished Pha.se One of tha Sa-
luda County 911 conversion! 

The volunteers from the NRCS's 
Rural Development Team completed 
the road inventory of Saluda County 
as of Jan. 19th and concentrated 
their efforta to tran.sferring the road 
data to a comprehen.sive mapping 
system. Th.is mapping system and 
accompanying spreadsheet data 
will help the Saluda Road Naming 
committee complete their task more 
efliciently. Once avery road has a 
name, it will be much simpler for 
Saluda County Emergency person-
nel to End any 1,-.,cation in the event 
of an emergency. 

The AmeriCorps volu.nteers now 
know your cou.nty aA well, if not bet-
ter_than their own...Each member 
of the Newberry N1 ArneriCorps 
Teazn traveled about one hundred 
miles a day, give or take twenty, 
while working on the road inventnry 
project in Saluda County. 

Many obstacles aroae during the 
road survey project. The most color-
ful, no pun intended, were the "or-
ange-  mud hazards scattered 
throughout the maze of Saluda 
County roads. The vehicles driven 
by several volunteers became mobile 
impaired by the finest rnixture of 
c!ay and water that Mother Nature 
and Saiudz County could offer. 

Spe..al thanks go to M.r. &Cid Mrs. 
Coleman of Melldoro Dairy on Hol-
lywood Rozzi and Minick a towing for 
freeing ou.r "newly-colored" govern-
incr. t vehicles from the mucky grasp 
of the backnoada. 

Other obstacles overcome bv  

ArneriCorps' determination, in-
cluded washed out bridges, fallen 
limbs, numerous new and nameless 
roads, countlesa dead endi, ener• 
getic ca.nines, protrctive neighl>ort 
demanding explanationa, lack of 
mud tires, mud, Iota of mud, mud 
hazards, missing road signs, and 
reoccurring disorientation. 

The second part of the 
AmeriCorps volunteers' responsi-
bilities to Saluda County was to 
make copies of all area ta.x mapa, 
about 300, for the Saluda County 
Planning Commission. The ultravio-
let map copier in the courtbouse 
seemed, at 5r1t, to be too copious for 
comprehension but 9/3.3 easily oper-
ated once Deborah Vance, of the Sa-
luda County Tax Office, gave de-
Lailed instruction on its use. 

The members of the ArneriCorps 
team would like to acknowledge the 
Saluda County Sheriffs Office for 
their diligent s.earch arid assistance 
in the location of a p-air of volunteers 
that had become immobilized -in-  a 
severely moistened day road and 
rnissed their midday rendezvou.s. 
Special thanks go to Oflicer Collard 
for actually contacting the 'mud-col-
ored-  government vehicle and ita 
slightly muddy passengers to enaure 
their safety. 

The AmeriCorps team concluded 
their involvement with the Saluda 
County Emergency • 911 project by 
Mending ofr the results of their 
study to the Saluda County R.oad 
Planning Commission last Wednes- 
day, the 25th. !Shave a.ny questions 
about the Saluda 911 priject, please 
contact the Sal udia County Chamber 
of Cornmer (803) 4-45-3055. If you 
have any questions about the 
A.rneriCorps drogram please call 
(803) 321-6226. 
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Community service 
• 

Tutscilayrs kickoff celebration at Greenwood State Park. Guest and visiting dignitaries congratulated the 40 

40 volunteers wtll aid rural development ln e nine•county area. (SUIT photo by Jim Long) 
volunteers for excepting the call for a "sea.son of service." Arnericorps ha.s 20,000 members nationally. The 

Members of the new Arnericorps national communlty service program take thcir places during 

Americorps members ready to 
forge ahead in new program 
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volunteers, armed with their 
diverse backgrounds, will attack 
environmental issues, help asp out 
towns for 911 service, provide 
improved public access to public 
lahdts• help establish outdoor nature 
classrooms for schools and a host 

By JLti1 LONG 
• Staff writer 

South Carolin.a and rre Aincicai 
spirt: e.xperienced a shared rebirth 
Tuesd.ay at Greenwood State Park 
dc--ing a kickoff celebration for the 
Amerieorps rural. development 
project. 

Ir was a rebirth o( a grassroots 
"getting things done" attitude that, 
t.,-int-s to 40 Americorps tnembe-s, 
will resurface in the neighborhoods 
of nine countie.s in the state. 

"It is llke a domestic peace 
corps and It also resembles the old 
Civilian Conservation Corps or 
CCC.•" said Jim Wilson, 
Amer.corps coordinator under the 
Department of Agriculture and the 
Soil Con.servatioa Servia.. 

In fact. Tuesday's kickoff• which 
was attended by more than 100, 
was centered around park shelter 
no. 1 which is dedicated to the 
CCC's early work. 
' The Americorps program is a 
part of President Clinton's call for a 
national community service 

'organiz4tiort which ainns- at "giving 
something Vack" to rural Am=ica. 
__Nationally, there are 20.000 
,AmerieoFils voluntleers working' 
under the U.S. DePartraent of 
Agriculture wbo receive a stipend 
and an educational credit for a 
year's worth o( community 
deVotion. 

L.:xi:Lily, the volunteers are split 
three ways between the Soil 
Conservation Service, the Farnaer's 
Home Aeminittration (FailiA) and 
the U.S. Forestry Service. • 
L. Twenty of the Aznericorps 
volunteers will be based in 
Newberry and ZO in Greenwood. 

"It is an exciting.day for our 
country and our state as another 
generation. heeds the call for 
national community senior.," said 
Wilson. • . . 
: • Stase conservationist for the Soil. 
Conservation Service Mark 
Berkland noted that the freshmen  

says Eaton. 
Angi Paulus. another Americerps 

member, is a USC student from 
Abbeville whose eyes dance with 
eamtement wben talking about her 
tenure as an Americorps volunteer. 

"I'm interested in giving 
something back ch.at crakes a long 
terra impact on a community not 
just one d.ay. This is something I've 
always wanted to do," says Paulus. 

Paulus will be stationed in 
Greenwood and will work with 
Edgefleld county in developing a 
systematic map fa 911 service. 

Chris Bever of Taylors is an 
elementary education major in what 
he calls "the middle" of =liege. 

"I feel like a pioneer in this 
prograrn. We, as the first group of 
volunteers. are the ones who can 
make this program. We will be true 
to the motto of 'Getting things done 
in rural S.C.'," says Bever. 

Although many o( the 
Americorps volunteers are college 
age, some. like Eaton, could be 
termed a little older — like Danny 
Johnson of North Augusta_ 

Johnson is a veteran of 20 years 
in the construction industry who 
answered ars inner call to 
community servia and entered the 
Amaicorps program. 

According to project coordinator 
Wilson, the ready-for-action 
Americorps team already has a full 
plate — close to 60 projects in the 
nine coundes are already under 
consideration by the Americorps 
advisory board. 

• of other communiry  
' But Berkland echoed Wilson's 
comment that the Anaericorps will 
"not do for the communitie.s but 
will help them do." 

Also on hand was Bernle Wright, 
state director ot FoLHA. arid Skip 
Starkey, a repre.sentative from the 
U.S. Forestry,  Service. 

One of the program's highlights 
wa.s a discus.sion of the 1930s CCC 
by Woodrow West, a former 
Civilian Carps ciembm-. 

At the end of West's talk, he 
tossed a football to one of tbe 
Americorps volunteers. signifying 
the passing o( the torch of 
community service. - 

Taiking with members of the 
Americorps, under the Soil 
Conservation Service, who have 
already received -  two weeks o( 
training, it's easy to see that the 
torch has already been pa.ssed to 
theie bright and =ger individuals. 

Richard Eaton is 'a teacher In 
L.aurens County who decided he 
needed a change from the 
classroom seuing. 
' "I'm ready for work that ls 
challenging and interesting in a 
different manner than the 
classroom. I've always been 
intt-estod in environmental work," 

GREENWOOD INDEX JOURNAL 
GREENWOOD, SOUTH CAROLINA 
OCTOBER 14, 1994 
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• • AmeriCorps Continues Work With Watershed 

BY KIMBERLY M. JOHNSON • 
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Newberry Team 11. AmeriCorps, members recelve technical 

training frorn superyisor Jim Wilson, center. Pictured, from left, 
ere: )ay Henderson, James Holland, Jim Wilson and Mary Roe. 

• 

comparison studies can be made in 
order to illustrate trends and 

the data can be graphed and 
landscape such as the hillsides, the 
change of seasons and the well-

Holland enjoys the physical 

patterns over the years. managed farms. 7or farmers, the 
Aerial photos, topography maps, work is right there...they live 

as well as a clinometer which within the workplnce," he said. 
measures the land elope Roe feels a greater appreciation 
perc•ntage are porne of the for the environment. 
instruments and equipment used She recalls watching a PBS by the tearn. program about mammoths. Roe 

As Holland and Roe use the marveled how she c-ould relate to 
equipment in the field, they have various subjects in the prograrn to 
placed a prarniurn on their outdo= her ArneriCorps work. 
experiences. Devising a plan to cross a creek 

and trying to pry a canoe out of 
mud are some memorable tales for 
Amy Overstreet. Overstreet works 
primarily with computer data 
entry. She looks forward to 
increasing her 5eld tirne. 

Call 321-6222, to learn more 
about the tearn's current project. 

YOUR COMMUNITY AT WORK 
ArneriCorps cortfinues ifs 

coPrunittment to rural South 
Carolina. 

- 

-r 

The Newberry 'Marrs II members 
(Arny Overstreet, James Holland, 
Jay Henderson, Mary Roe and 
Angela Brinkley) use a *computer 
program to identify non•point 
aource pollution in the Bush River 
Camping Creek watershed. 

'lb identify potential sohitions for 
the problem areas, team members 
place data such as sail type, land 
slope and land use into the AGNPS 
(Agricultural Non-point Source) 
computer rnodel. 

The model simulates conditions 
at a]] points within the watershed. 

The AGNPS program .actually 
runs a watershed rnodel and 
spatially interprets the results. 

The Natural Resources 
Conservation Service will use the 
rnodel of the two subwater sheds to 
pinpoint problems within the 
overall Bush River Camping Creek 
watershed. 

The team has created a Lotus 
spreadshe•t for inputting data 
frorn SC Dept. of Health and 
Environmental Control (DHEC) 
water monitoring station. The 
information has been accumulating 
over the years and has not been 
analyzed. 

As a result of the spreadsheet, 
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aren, to conduct samplings. 
Three of the members, in this 

case: Abby, Diggs and John are 
going in the wnstewater pond for 
snmplings. Knren and Madeline 
perforrn soil samplings in nnother 
arca of the farm. 

Mark Lyon, owner of the dairy 
farrn, believes the services.are 
importnnt for farmers. 

-I think this ie a very valuable 
thing. The short term benefit is a 
better knowledge on how to handle 
my trianufe and waste," he said. 

"It's importunt that the 
government takee a role in helping 
to hnndle it the right way, to offer 
assistance. The small farmers 
can't do it by themselves," Lyon 
said. 

llenry accompanies the five 
member team to various farms IIe 
secs many types of waste : 
treatment practices such De waste 
storage ponde or lagoons. They 
vary among farrners. 

"The farmers have been very 
poeitive. They understand that 
they have a product, usually a 
waste, that has nutrient value," 
Henry said. 

"The increased nutrient vulue of 
the lagoon may reduce some cost 
and the farmer may not hays to 
buy commercial fertilizers,* he 
said. 
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Americorps Takes Young People To County's Farms 
BY KIMBERLY M. JOHNSON 

YOUR COMMUNITY AT WORK 
Americorps prooides services for 
ewberry County farmers. 
Have you contemplated ways to 

.rry, lift or push a canoe over a 
,.ce? 
Ilave you donned a life jacket 
.d taken water samples from a 
..ite storage pond? 
Have you walked around a large 
.rcel of land, taking soil samples 
.th a piece of equipment that 
4.mbles a pogo stick? 
If the word NO entered your 

.nd, don't be ashamed. For Abby 
,.ge, Diggs Hill, Karen Kinard, 
...deline Curio and John E. 

4-gan, III, this is a typical day's 
.rk. 
Along with Stephen )Ienry, an 

0-iculture engineer with the 
aural Resources Conservation 
,rvices, (formerly the Soil 
.nservation Servics), the team 
ikes soil sarnple• of DHEC 
,.proved fields and wastewater 
onples of livestock lagoons from 

farms in Newberry County. 
According to TIenry, the team 
,cs to provide information such 

pollution reduction from non. 
..int Source., crop 
ecommendations and nutri•nt 
lentification. 

On Tuesday morning at 8 a.m., 
tie team traveled to Lyon's 
Idyssey Farms, in the Silverstreet 

Observer photo by Kimberly Johnson 
‘ . : • ' . . 

• 

Americorps members John E. Mortcan, III, (1), Digga Hill (c), and Abby.Gage (standing) participate 
in taking samples from a wastowater storage pond. , They, along with- cline Cislo and Karen 
Kinard, perform soil and water quality samplings at 16 farms in Nowborrý ounty. ' - 
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EOCEC; Americorps:  

Still Hard At Work And 
Making Progress 

By E. Marie Jackson 

After more than a year, Eastern 
Orangeburg County Enterprise 
Community (EOCEC) and its 
Arnericorps representatives are still hard 
at work and making progress in the 
eastern part of our county. 

Without fanfare or the spotlight, 
EOCEC still holds their monthly 
meetings and. along with Gloria 
Richardson and Vernell Smalls 
(Americorps representatives), are finding 
new and innovative ways to help area 
residents with all kinds of problems. 

Some of their accomplishments 
include assisting the elderly with home 
improvement grants and low-interest 
loans, as well as helping other residents 
with home-ownership loans. 

They have also worked closely with 
small business owners in eastern 
Orangeburg County, educating them 
about business loan programs. 

EOCEC has joined forces with local 
police forces, U.S. Marshall's office, 
Office of Juvenile Justice, and school 
administrators to bring crime and drug 
prevention programs to area students. 

Educational seminars have been 
hosted by the group on topics such as 
Wills and Trusts; Home Weatherization; 
Business and lndustrial Loan Programs; 
Emergency Services: Drug and Crime 
Prevention: and Steps To Building Your 
Credit. 

Countless hours of volunteer services 
have been provided to Vance Senior 
Citizen Centers, as well as Orangeburg 
School District Three. 

Also to be included in their lists of 
accomplisnments is performance or 
national service to the cornmunity in the 
town of Santee with such projects as 
Beautification, Daycare, Landscaping, 
Santee Town Hall, and Litter Pick Up. 

In addition to overseeing the day to 
day operations of the EOCEC office. 
Richardson and Smalls host a community 
awareness radio broadcast weekly to 
inform the public of issues affecting their 
everyday lives. 

As envisioned by the founders of 
EOCEC, the group is well on its way to 
carrying out their mission, which is: 

The citizens of the Eastern Orangeburg 
County Enterprise Community plan to 
increase job opportunities and quality of 
life for all eastem Orangeburg County 
citizens so residents can enjoy a standard 
of living that is above the poverty line 
and have the chance to realize their 
drearns. 

"My term as an Americorps member 
has been fulfilling and, rewarding," 
Richardson said. "I've had the 
opportunity to work in the different 
capacities to bring the communities 
together. It gives me a great sense of 
fulfillment knowing that I've helped 
someone who really needed help and 
would have otherwise been forgotten." 

Smalls also expressed her sincere 
appreciation for bting able to be there for 
so many people in need. "The EOCEC 
has been a fulfilling experience for me. 
After coming on board for four months 
after the death of Josephine High, I have 
learned a 1ot, I feel that I have helped or 
at least tried to help rny community." 

• 
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Agriculture director . 
praises AmeriCorps 
during visit to region 

By Kristen Hebestreet , 
Press Staff Writer 

JOHNSON CITY PRESS 
JOHNSON CITY, TENNESSEE 

MAY 24, 1995 

People who condemn the 
AmeriCorps are speaking from 
ideology instead of reality, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
National Service director said 
Tuesday. 

"Challenge anyone with ques-
tions to come out and visit a 
site," said Joel Berg, USDA 
National Service director, dur-
ing a discussion with nine 
AmeriCorps members at the 
USDA office in Jonesborough. 

Berg toured AmeriCorps pro-
jects in Upper East Tennessee 
Wednesday, all projects cover-
ing anti-hunger, social services, 
environmental or rural develop-
ment projects. 

Berg, who developed the 
basic outline of the AmeriCorps 

• program while working on Pres-
ident Clinton's election cam-
paign, now manages the 1,200 
USDA AmeriCorps members 
working in 33 states. 

The national service initia-
tive is intended to develop com-
munities and protect the envi-
ronment at a local level. Ameri-
Corps workers are provided a 
stipend, basic health insurance, 
a child care allowance and a 
$4,725 education award for col-
lege or vocational training. 

"The vast majority of our pro-
jects range from good to excel-
lent," Berg said. "It's our first 
year, and we're already bigger 
than the Peace Corps was at its 
height." 

AmeriCorps projects in this 
region include putting together 
a map of tourist attractions in 
Unicoi County, renovating the 
Sneedville jail, agricultural 
education work, attracting both 
industry and tourists to Clai-
borne County and working with 
families of critically ill patients 
at the Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center, Mountain Home. 

Because many of the Ameri-
Corps workers are in financially 
strapped rural communities, 
most projects require federal 
grants, loans or some type of 
iunding, Berg Id. 

"We refer to the AmeriCorps 

Joel Berg 

workers as a 'funded nonman-
date,' " Berg said, in reference 
to the recent conservative con- 
demnation of unfunded federal 
mandates. 

Berg does not feel Congress 
will eliminate AmeriCorps as it 
works to balance the budget 
because so rnany things about 
AmeriCorps passe what he calls 
the "Jesse Test." 

"That means both Jesse 
Helms and Jesse Jackson sup-
port it," Berg said. 

Clinton also has said he plans 
to veto efforts to severely cut 
funding to AmeriCorps and 
other job-training programs. 

The total budget for Ameri-
Corps is $370 million, Berg said, 
which breaks down to a total 
cost of $20,000 per volunteer. 

"This is the most cost-effec-
tive way for the federal govern-
ment to serve people at the 
grass-roots level," Berg said. 
"For every $1 of federal money, . 
communities get back at least 
$1.50." 

Berg drove himself around in 
his Toyota on the tour of Ameri-
Corps projects in North Caroli-
na, West Virginia, Kentucky, 
Virginia and Tennessee. 

"This is the best part — East 
Tennessee," Berg said. "And 
don't yo,1 believe I said the same 
thing in West Virginia." 
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By Bernadette Adams 
STAFF WRITER 

A group of volunteers with a 
national service program has 
three weeks and a mission to 
transform three Greenville Coun-
ty community parks. 

"We want to be able to say in 
the future that, no matter what 
happens, we did our part." said 
Angi Paulus, a volunteer from 
Abbeville and a graduate of Er-
skine College. 

Five members of the South 
Carolina Rural Development 
Team are a part of AmeriCorps. 
President Clinton's national serv-
ice program. Men and women 
age 18 to 25 are eligible for the 
year of service and an educational 
award for school or school bans. 

The team is sponsored by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture's 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. Its goal is to beautify the 

back and help our comrnunity and 
give something back," laid Sher-
ell Stevens, a graduate of Ben-
edict College and a native of 
Saluda. 

South Carolina has about 400 
ArneriCorps volunteers spon-
sored by different state and fed-
eral agencies, said JJ. Davis, 
sute program director for the 
Corporation for National Service. 
The program began in Septem-
ber 1993. 

Chad Weston. a native of Tay-
lors, said, "It's a good opportuni-
ty to get out in the commimity 
and get my hands a little dirty." 
Weston is a graduate of Furman 
University. 

Team members have gotten 
more than their hands dirty as 
they worked at the Happy Hearts 
Community Center. 

The work can be draining, but 
its purpose offers a special moti-
vation for the volunt;.ers. 
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Volunteers plan to transform 
three community parks 

AmeriCorps: making a difference 
Of the 46 teams as-

. ned to the U.S. De-
•nent of Agriculture 
DA) under the 

meriCorps program. 
Souch Carolina is host-
ing three. 

AmeriCorps is the 
new service initiative 
described by President 
Clincon in his inaugural 
address and put into 
operation shortly there-
after. 

Sponsored by gips, -

' ernment agencies. 
AmeriCorps provides 
opportunities for a di-
verse group of members 
from varied ages and 
backgrounds to serve 
their country while receiving educational 
awards and vocational training in return. 

In exchange for their year of service. tbe 
participants receive a living stipend, educa-
tional awards for college or vocational train-
ing. basic health insurance, and. in some 
cases, child-care allowances. The pro.zram 

o benefits the participants by (living thern 
g skills. experiences and training in a 

rsity of subjects. 
Of the three teams serving in South Caro-

lina. the Rural Economic and Communiry 
Development Service (RECD) was ttranced 
15 members to concentrate on the south-
western Lowcouncry of the state. U.S. Forest 
Service (USFS) received five and Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
received 20. 

Based in Greenwood and Newberry, che 
NRCS put its first group to work on public 
safety and communiry developmenc. They 
spent six weeks .on a road inventory in 
Edgefield County, creating a spread.sheet 
database of data that supplemented an up-
daced road map of the county. 

The second Greenwood group spent four 
weeks on a stream coding projecc to upgrade 
the state's abiliry to gather information about 
the quality of streams, rivers andhlakes. 

Another group conducted a grassland sur-
vey in Abbeville County, while a final group 
visited 16 farrns to conduct water-quality 
surveys in Newberry Counry. 

The RECD teams are concentrating their 
ces on the southwestern Lowcountry, 
e the USFS members are centering on 

illiamsburg County. 

Qualifications 

Educalion backgrounds vary for the 
ArneriCorps team members who are either 

22 

- and communication enhancernent. 

USDA 

Overall. there are more than 20.000 
AmeriCorps volunteers in this service initia-
tive designed to address the nation's needs 
in the areas of education, human service, 
public safety and environmental needs frorn 
a community perspective. 

The United Scates Department of Agri-
culture received almost half of the 2.500 
ArneriCorps slots awarded to federal agen- 
cies. Of these. the 40 members assigned to 
South Carolina are carrying ouc their as-
signed task. 

USDA was set up by Congress as a 
"people's department to acquire among- the 
people of the United States useful informa-
tion on subjects connected with agriculture 

• ... and co procure, propagate and distribute 
• 

among the people new and valuable seeds 
and plants." 

Rural electrification wa.s initially set up a.s 
a part of the USDA, and continues under that 

• 

agency. 
-The USDA of today is leading the effort 

to bring the AmeriCorps service prograrn to 
success," said Mark Berkland. South Caro- 
lina State Conservationist with the USDA. 

"The USDA-AmeriCorps members will 
help to plant seed.s chroughout America for a 
future built upon volunteerism and comrnu-
nity service," he continued. [From material 
garhered by Angi Paulu.s.] T 
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ArneriCorps volunteers  John E. Morgan, Ill, and Karen  Kinard 
test livestock lagoon waste water. 

from the project areas or nearby counties. 
Mostly college and professional school 
graduates, the members' expertise is 
matched with the needs of the rural commu-
nity they serve. 

The tearns work to empower communi-
ties to help themselves by developing local 
leadership needed to assure community 
planning activities that help thern reach 
their goals. 

These volunteers learn skills in commu-
nity and coalition building, stratec plan- 
ning, environmental protection strategies 

• 

• 
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to determine possible flood damage 
- 

Iromes and 
wfrousinesses 
threatened 

areas of education, public safety, 
human services and environment. 
Overseeing the North Dakota prog-
ram is the Natural Resource Con- 
servation Service. 

The program was launched by 
President Bill Clinton during the 
summer of 1993 a.nd is likened to 
the efforts of Peace Corps, only this 
program focuses on problems in 
America. It is not a crity prog-
ram, but rather the president's ser-
vice initiative to,achieve direct re-
sults in ad dressing the nation's crit- 
ical, human eervice, public safety 
and environmental needa at the 
community level. 

North Dakota AmeriCorpe parti- 
cipants all work in the eastern por-  

tion of the state and often on flood 
related projects. Their projects be 
gan in September of 1994. 

Participants of ArneriCorps re 
ceive a living stipened, educatior 
awards for college or vocationa 
training, basic health insurancr 
and child care allowance. 

The group-anticipates complet 
ing 13-18 more signature project: 
before their zeer.is- up. , 
. But Newt cillrgigrich'Jr: is eyeing thil 
program at,priather.'..aorea to cut. 

, "They should:not purl the phis or 
this," atated a concerned Ham il ton 
"One — thisinaproves communit) 
service and two — it belpa thost 
who cannot afford to obtain a col• 
lege education.*: -- - 

By LEANN ECIMOTH • 
Journal Staff Writer 

, Devils Lake flooding prevention 
efforts received a big boost last 
week train participants of Ameri-
Carps National Service program. 

AB part-of a aignature proj 
Am eri Carps enrollees were enli 
to survey houses near the lake. 'We--
did it to get information on how 
many houses would be affected by 
the lakeside,' explained Jesaica-
Krumwiede,,area AmeriCorps paree'd 
-ticipent.--"Wenvere taking shots or A'. 
the houees near the lake." 

Ranasey County Emergency '= 
- Manager Heialer was pleased' - 

with the results. "We thought W.-
would take weeks to complete this' - 
and we got done in one week.; he • - 
said. 'We were doing thie to give in-
formation on time and how rnany 
houses were affected by the lake-
side. This was a huge project." 

That data will now be tallied and 
submitted to other government 
agencies to demonstrate just how 

rious the flooding situation is in 
•vils Lake and how rnuch damage 
h lake level will cau.se to private 

property -and businesses. - 
Heisler predicts 163 homes and 

four businesses are endangered by 
the rising waters. 

Also assisting with the surveying 
were pereonnel from the Ramsey 
County Highway Department, the 
North Dakota State Water Depart-
ment, the Natural Resource and 
Conservation Agency and Ramsey 
County Emergency Management. 

Four people are currently en- 
rolled in ArneriCorps in North Da-
kota. They are Krum wiede, Joni 
Hamilton, Jack Dahl and Craig 
Herrnan. They are all stationed on 
the eastern portion of North Dakota 
and all undertake projecta concern-
ing environment. 

Krurnwiede's experience in 
ArneriCorps will buy her some time . and help her pay off etudent loan' 
untiI she is certain of what major •, 
she wants to pursue. She recently . received an associate of arts degree . 
from UND-Lake region and plans to 
further her education to a four-year 
degree. She says the program hae 

Surveyors from the AmedCorps program Identified hornal that we In danger eking Devils Lake. (Jour 
nal Staff Photo by Shaun Rtffe) 

been a big confidence builder for 
her. Tve learned to stress what I 
mean to say more; she said. It 
makes you feel good when you get 
the job done." 

Organizing loca] projects has 
also boosted Krumwiede's leader- 
ship skills. She was responsible for 
organiring the recent group signa- 
ture project. Krumwiede met with 
the right agencies and set up a time 
frame suitable to the others' 
schedules. 

Hamilton is a single mom pursu- 
ing a masters in sociology. She can't 
say enough about the program. "I 
knew nothing about some of these 
issues. It opened rny eyes; she said. 
"Itopened a lot of doors for rne. It's a 
big honor to be chosen.' 

Dahl however, has the most to 
gain from the AmeriCorp in em-
ployment experience and contacts 
he encounters. He holds an associ-
ate degree in wildlife from NDSU-
Bottineau and a B.S. degree in 
range management."' think  we did 
a good job," he stated. It's-traiged 
me and given me experience in . 
what I want to go into" 

The program aseista as many as 
22,000 individuals nationwide in 

We thought it would take weeks to complete thi 
and we got done in one week. We were doing thi 
to give information on time and how many house 
were affected by the lakeside. This was a hug( 
project. 

11m Helsie 
Emergency Manc2ge 
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ANIBrICOIIISLBndsA HBIPIMJHAn111 
Organizers for AmeriCorps say 

that the response to the program 
has been overwhelming. So far, 
about 100.000 people have called 
the 800 number to inquire about 
the program. Ell Segal. president 
of the Corporation for National 
Service. states: 'At this point. 
there will be more than nye people 
applying for each one of those 

positions that well be Ming for.' 
Desplte the demand. organiz-

ers say It's not too late to apply. 
To get more Information and re-
quest an application form. call 1- 
800-942-2677. People can also 
apply dlrectly to their local pro-
grams listed In the AmeriCorps 
Program Dlrcctory. which ulti-
mately chooses the volunteers. 
Each local program has Ira own 
selection criteria. based on It's 
own goals. 

Eligible participants mtist be 
17 years of nge or Oder. a U.S. 

sitizen or legal resident and In 
— most CAses, a high ach6d-OlduP 

by Joni IlamIlton and Enrt 
Erickson 

After cuttIng down expired 
trees from the Community Park 

bt Aneta. Merlin Eberhardt and 

Todd Whitman recelved a help-

ing hand from the North Dakota 

AineriCorps Team. The five 

Amer,Corps members assisted 

' t-,berhardt and Mr. Whitman 
ruling up the trees that !rave 

t... $ due to the Dutch Elm dis-
ease. The c!ean up process was 
necccsary to control the spread 

of lilts disease to the healthy 
Amertcan E1m trees. In the 
spring. Mr. Eberhardt plans to 
replace Um trees that were taken 
down. 

AmertCorps Is the new national 
service movement that Is engag-

ing thousands of Americans In a 

domestic react Corps to 'get 

Things done' throughout our na-

tions urban rtnd rural cornmuni-

Ues. 
Tire U.S. Department of 

Agr tr nIttire s Soil ConservatIon 
Service ISCS) launched the 
ArneriCorps program In North  

Dakota In September. The North 
Dakota AmeriCorps participlutts 
axe tnvolved In flood recovery ef-

forts and rural development re-

lated projects_ 
The flve Amer1Corps members 

selected are Jesslca Krumwiede 

of Crary. Jack Dahl of West Fargo. 

Cralg lierman of Towner. Aaron 

Alarestad of Cooperstown. and 

Joni Ilanillton of Grand Forks. 

The AmeriCorps members are 

asslgned to work In the SCS Field 

oflices in Devils Lake. Walipeton. 
Jamestown. yalley City. West 

Fargo and their surrounding ar-

eas, respectively. 
The primary goals of Ute Na-

tional Community Service Pro-

gram Is to Improve communities 

by meeting their educational. 

marltional, and environmental 

needs. A program such as this 

one instills the values of commu-

ratty service in the paAlcipartts of 

the program. teachbig them that ' 

A life of servict to their comMu- - 
tilty and country is not only ex-
citing and fulfillIng. but nects-
sary. 

ate, 
In exchange for one or two 

years of service. members receive 

it living allowance averaging 
$7.500 to $12.000 per year, 
health insurance. child cart when 

needed. and an education award 

of $4.725 per year to flnance e 

higher educaUon or to pay back 

student loans. 
The ArneriCorps NaUonal Ser-

vice CorporaUon and the United 

States Depnrtnierlt of Agriculture 

(USDA) prohibits discrimination 

In It's programs on the basis of 

race. color. national origin. sex. 

religion. op. disability. political 

beliefs and marltal of family sta-

o 
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Planting jobs on the bayou 
: ".."°1-:-

‘ sl• r',"tig.11"'( 

. 

«
} 

. 
i 

, i 
, • ' 4‘• 

. -  1 \ Aim f 

. , - 

ParMership to 

aid environment, *Provide job skills 
By JANE HOWARD 
The Baytown Stm 

• '•, 

: . 
, • > 

- 
, 

1 ad. 
IF V -• T 

J 
t'  0. I , 

A .40 • 
A N 

A„, ' t [~Ae,'^,~' ~ 

- 

A 
V -~.~ 

0 
. 

' •••• • • 

% 4 . . 
4, 1 ' - ‘9 - i 

iN.A111!& 
• 

- • 

i 4.• , .400 
' '4441. 

, 

, 
. 

- 

•-•••7•Ir • 

A relatively small group of peo-
ple gathered at Baytown's Houston 
Lighting & Power plant on West 
Bay Road Thursday to mark the 

eak .:,  - -.- ., 
. '.', '‘r.  . . 

,-elf,.. ,..: - 
-rr •• •%*, 

; • It r'. r 
I • ' .. 1 . 
I I ' • ' 4-i 

• t — ' :‘• V • . e 

^ , 
, - t  

~►-~~ 

. 

1 
• —rt - 0T • 

beeinning of a very sienificant 
event. . 

During the informal ceremony, 
representatives of HL&P, the Port 
of Houston and the chief of the 
US. Department of Agriculture 
signed an agreement kicking ofr a 
year-long environmental partner-
ship to restore area wetlands. 

The partnership will utilize a 
full-time (and long-time) USDA 
Natural ResourCes Conservation 
Service shoreline erosion special-
ist, Eddie Seidensticker, Supetyls:-
ing an AmeiiCOrps team of 20 4. , : 
workers. ranking  in aee from 17 to. ., -   
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Students graduate from DARE 

• SCOTT  NIENDORF 
Sissl—i-sreer 

Aiming to curtail drug
io
up

s
 

among Carbon County ' 
Drug Abuse Resistance Ed*: 
cation (DARE) and communi• 
ty ofricials congratulated 
almost 300 school children 
who recently graduated from 
the 17-week pre•ention 
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Heights Elementary. Officer 
Dave Cartwright taught Btu-
den Ls at Notre Regional D une 

- School R.andy Mathis 
gave weekly dames at Creek-
view Elementary, while Offic-
er Ed Telle rico emitted DARE 
instructors at all schools when 
la w enforce ment , pe rise rine I 
needed help or were absent 

Cordova and Mathis were 
the DARE officers at Sally 
Mauro Elementary for fifth 
grader* there. 

'The DARE program le to 
help itudente recognize and 
resist many of the pressures 
that influence thero to erperi-
ment with mind-altering sub-
stances.' said Price Police 
Chief Aleck Shilaos to the 
large gathering in Price 
Wednesday. 

'Proiect DARE offers a vari-
ety of activities which are 
designed to encourage stu-
dents in problem eolvlg. 
especially when making 
choices th.st conflict with peer 
pressure that is exerted on 
them,' pointed out Shilaos 

The Price police chief said 
older students from the Car-
bon School County District 
a , re ut.,1 es rnle mukiels  

to the younger DARE particip-
ants during the course 

Mayor Lou Colorimo spoke 
te the P. ,c-e group and assis-
tant school superintendent 
Jiro Jensen, who helped to 
establish and coordinate 
DARE instruction at all dis-
thct schools, also spoke 
Wednes?-a y . 

Helper Police chi.r J11:13 
Robhuson spoke to the Helper 
DARE stista Thursday, IPA 
did Mayor Mike Dalpiai. 

The DARE program waa 
the 'brain child' of Los 
Angeles Police Chief Daryl 
Gates in 1983, who contacted 
the LA. Unified School Dis-
trict to work out a cirriculum 
to belp kids learn how to make 
choices not to use drugs, 
eiplained Shilsos. , 

The DARE program swept 
across the country a nd was 
initiated in Uteh in 1987 in 
the Toile and Ogden area.s 

Local DARE officers 
wended a two-we-ek uaining 
program in Salt Lake City in 
1992 and began the classes in 
Carbon County schools, w h; le 
receiving annual updated 
t.: a. ru.-4 es: h year • 
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USDA to launch national 
service progrcim in state 
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Locally, the three people 
working for Americorps are 
well-educated in • variety of 
back.grounds. 

Nancy Steele, Helper, corn-
ea to the Carbon County area 
from Florida via Colorado. 
She collects economic 
development-related informa-
tion and assists the South-
eastern Utah Association of 
Local Governments with 
information related to com-
munity development block 
grants. 

hopefully enhance arid com-
plement exiating organiza-
tions to provide valuahle 
information on resource man-
agement. Miller haa a mas-
ter's degree in conservation 
and outdoor education. Prawl 
has a master's in aocial work 
and Steele brings a degree in 
anthropology to the team. 

Eastman said their variety 
of perspectives will help to add 
a di fferent, less-technical view 
of resources and their impact 
on local communities. 

01 SCOTT NIEMIORF •. . , 4 
.• 4,. „ 

Staff *vitae • 
V • 

. i !1/4 . 
4 

• • 
i • 

'1,:n0.....!',.. •  : 

t,  '..• . 40 . 
d • ii 

, '',, • t• ik.' .., ..., ‘.. • 1, +r.S... ',•• 4 , . .., 

•, t • ) • 
People could say the Ameri-

corps program is President 
Boll Clinton's domestic Peace 
Corps. 

Taking a page from the 
international program, Clio-
ton has geared up the Amen-
corpa program to provide 
opporturuties to give people a 
way to give back to their 
communities. 

In the four-corners region of 
the western United States -
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A . T . 4 I  Anna Prawl came from Me-
son, Ariz., and wanted to work 
in the Price area for Arneri-
corps after living in Salt Lake 
at one time. She works with 
economic development prog-
rams to research potential 
business expansion and reten-
tion in • rural setting plua 
seeks pcesible training for 
entrepreneurs. 

Eldon Miller, Helper, is the 
only native to the region. He 
does research on natural 
resources indigeonous to t.he 

, 
The program geared up in 

September and the team 
members ahould be working 
at fulI speed in early ]995. 

One of the va]uable 
research goals the Americorps 
menibers would like to accom-
plish is to study resource man-
agement plans ofvarious local 
entities, from citien to county 
agencies, to understand and 
explain their management, 
plans and how thcy all 
interrelate— seeking to find 
common goala. 

there are approximately 40 
Aniericorps members working 
together in different capaci-
ties to efficiently develop or 
protect the area's resources. 

Six individuals in Utah are 
under the direction of Kresha 
Enstsnan of Green River, who 
oversees the Americurps prog-
ram through her position with 
Castleland Resource Conser-
vation & Development in 
Price. 

Three Americorps members 
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work out of Monticello and 
three work out of Price. They 
receive a stipend for living 
expenses and a voucher at the 
end of their service, good for 
continuing higher education 
studies or to help pay off stu-
dent loans. 

• area and the local economies 
dependent on them, providing 
important data in layman's 
terms on agriculture, mining 
and tourism for potential 
decision-making on how to 
utilize those resources. 

The group is Iocated here to 

• , . • 
Eastman said they will ulso 

work with city managers to 
help identify issues and pro-
jecte which could benefit the 
people at large. "This is a won-
derful opportunity for our 
communities," ahc said. 

1 . • 
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Frorn left. Efdon Miber, Nancy Steele, Anna national Amancorps program lo promote the 
Prawl and Krosha Eastman (front) comprise a interests of the lour-corners region. 
tearn of researchers working locally in the 
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Americorps offering 
openings in the 
Four Colliers area 

. . 

The U. S. Depanment of 
Agriculture is launching the 
Amerieorps program in Utah this 
month by offering opportunities to 

' stoat 40 college graduates to gain 
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ward tzdtion ttr an advanced degree. 

The Four COMM initiative will 
focus co economic &velem.= and 
environmental Conservatioti. 
SpeCifically, Americeops members 

te coottucting an analysis of die 
potential for nanral resource based. 
valoe-added badustries in tbe region; 
cooducting research into the rule of 
natural reset= based it:Kb:twits in 
local econcialics: and assisting run-
ited teSOurCe EVE= m dew-l0ping a 
database of regional demographics 
and assisting with tourism industry 
managemenc 
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Volunteers work to complete a landscaping project last week at Wellington's city hall and public 
safety building. 

By SCOTT NIENDORF 
Staff writer 

Slowly but surely, the Wel-
lington City Hall and Public 
Safety building is getting a 
much-needed facelift. 

Doing extensive surgery 
outside the building last week 
was a diverse group of volun-
teers who completed a land-
scaping project, planting sod, 
trees and shaping up the gen-
eral appearance of the facility. 

"I've been dreaming about 
this day," said city recorder 
Ken Powell, "and now it's 
finally here." 

Powell, who oversaw the  

volunteer group during the 
beautification project, said he 
was excited to finally see some 
outward progress being made 
on the renovation project that 
has drastically changed and 
improved both the interior 
and exterior of the building. 

Wellington secretary Carol 
Sparks said, "I think this is 
wonderfuL It'll help the image 
of our city a lot." 

Wellington Mayor Paul 
Childs agreed, saying, "It's 
terrific. The citizens appreci-
ate what the group did and I 
hope it encourages (citizens) 
to improve their own lots and 
yards." 

Volunteers included Boy 
Scout Troop 271 from Helper, 
Price's Soil Conservation Ser-
vice employees, Wellington 
citizens, Castleland Resource 
Conservation and Develop-
ment and Americorp team 
members. 

Volunteer Betty Anderson 
said, "It looks nice. It's nice for 
our city to have a nice looking 
city hall— inside and out." 

One of the final steps in the 
renovation project will be a 
complete parking lot resurfac-
ing, which is reportedly 
planned to be completed some-
time soon. 

• 
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01;ini o n  Saving funding, food 

RH
 espectful, open-minded, cornmunity based, worthy. 

No, this is not the new creed of the Boy Scouts. These 
are SOMC of the values embodied by the Verrnont Anti-

unger Corps, a prograrn to feed disadvantaged Vermont- • 
ers that is worth watcbing. . 

The year-old effort is part of President ainton's AmeriCorps 
-services program, his domestic version of the Peace Corps. In 
exchange for a small wage and later money for college, volunteers 
work in community service projects. In this case, the winners are 
hungry Vermonters. , 

Though the program is now a target for Washington's budget 
cutters, including the S850,000 that goes to Vermont's effort, its 
attributes are precisely what government should be doing for 
disadvantaged people.  

i Respectful. The corps does not just give food away. Respect-
ing the people it serves, the anti-hunger effort joins with city 
recreation in St. Alban.s, for exarnple, and then provides lunch for 
the kids who corne to swim. 

I Open-alluded. The corps has tapped into whatever resources 
will feed whoever needs to be fed. The inmates' garden at the 
Northwest State Correctional Center in St. Albans — already a 
provider of 30,000 pounds of food to hungry Vermonters each year 
— has been a focus for one corps volunteer. . 

I "Community based. Far from using a federal know-it-all • 
approach, the corps devises local solutions to local problerns. 
Many of the workers are volunteers, and the food is often grown at 
community gardens. 
. The merit of this strategy is that the program's beneficiaries — 
often the rural poor — learn skills and develop systema that they 
can sustain themselves, without outside help. it also means the 
corps' work fits the community's needs. 

N Worthy. Some of the prograrn's local ideat may be dupli-
cated statewide, for example' teaching proper nutrition to fur-
loughed prison inmates. The anti-hunger effort has also won 
Verrnont recognition and a chance to serve as a national model — 
"not by giving more handouts but by building opportunity and 
i•esponsibility among the pcople they are working with," said Joel 
Berg, Agriculture Departrnent director of national service. 

These goals replicate those of many of Washington's fiscal 
conservatives, yet they do not place the corps above budget ctits. 
The federal government's debt is more than 54.5 trillion, and 
vowing. ArneriCorps' status as a pet Clinton initiative makes it 
particularly vulnerable. 

So are the people it serves. The prograrn's values are so Boy 
Scout-laudable, it dcserves better. Its return on federal investment 
is high, too, for the hungry and for the participants. 
, The state's Congressional delegation should help it survive. 
Meanwhile Vermonters should continuc to expand thc prograrn's 
volunteer supporters. Good ideas should survive no matter who is 
_paying for them. 

THE BURLINGON FREE PRESS 

BURLINGTON, VERMONT 

JUNE 27, 1995 o 
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° Clinton' s • Oiteistic 

Peace Corps Is 1-fard 
At Work in Vermont 

By KFUSTIN BLOOKE.R 
Herald Staff 

One young person ia helping Vermonters 
fight hunger. Another is teaching visu.ally 
impaired people to cope with their vision 
loss. Another is working to control eroaion 
along the Winooski River.., 

They are three Vermont members of Amer-
iCorpa, otherwise known is. the Clinton ad-
ministration's domsetic Peace Corps. The na-
tional service program has more members 
per capita in Vermont than in any other 
state, according to the Corporation for Na-
tional Service in Wuhington, D.C. 

With 130 members serving a population of 
562,758 (1990 census), Vermont's Amer-
iCorps has one member for every 4,328 resi-
dents. Rick Allen• the corporation's deputy 
assistant to President Clinton, said only 
Montana rivals those numbers. Montana's 
AmeriCorps )iua 179 members mining a pop-
ulation of 799.065, ha.a one member per every 
4,464 residents. • Vermont: 

There ars six ArneriCorpe programs in 

)' The Northeast Kingdom Initiative, run 
out ot Lyndon State College, offers aervicee 
ranging from tutoring to economic develop-
ment assietance. 

) 'Me Independent Living Project, based 
in Brattleboro, assists the elderly and Ver-
monters with disabilities to remain in their  

homes and stay connected with their oom-
munitiee around the state. 

) USDA Rural Development Teams ars 
working on soil conservation projects — such 
as ono along the Wincoaki River — and on 
helping rural communitiea like Mandon get 
fire protection. 

USDA Public Lands Teami are working 
with the Green Mountain Netiorial Forest 
and the Vermont Youth Conservation Corp. 
to rebuild long-neglected parks, recreation 
areas and miles of hiking trails: 

)' The USDA Anti-Hunger Corps is work-
ing to help communities last* their own 
hunger needs tind realise or improve projects 
they deem important, such u food co7ops, 
community gardens, and School lunch pro-
grams. 

Many of these programa had already ex-
isted through USDA funding. But they were 
able to extend chair services on the etrangth 
oftheir applications, Allen said. 

'They were very clear ebout the beneficial 
change they were going to ins.ke for their 
communities,' Allen said. 'Vermont pro-
grama proved they ware going to get things 
done in Vermont.' 

'Getting things done' is the motto for 
A.meriCorpa. Members are selected frorn ap-
plications and receive a small living stipend, 
health care benefits and, if neceuary, child 

(See Page 18: AraeriCorps) 

1.4.40.• Noy►P•tor 

Zebediah Kellogg-Roe ia serving as an AmeriCorps vo1u 
teer in the Rutland area with the Vermont Anti•Hungr 
Corps. 

AmeriCorps • 
• 

Contioued from Page 15 • 

care. Vez-mont's AmeriCorpa mem- 
bers range in age from 19 to 67. 

At least three programs — the 
Public Lands Team, the Anti-
Hunger Corps and the Independent 
Living Project — are still accepting 
applications. 

For 1,700 documented hours of 
aervice and training, "full-time 
rnembers" receive about S600 a 
rnonth and a $4,725 voucher that 
can be used for college, graduate 
school or vocational traiaing, or to 
pay back collage loans. "Part-time 
members" receive travel allowance, 
no stipend and an education vouch-
er of $2,363. • 

Kathleen Furgeson, e.xecutive di-• rector of Vermont's Commiuion on 
National and Community Service, 
ia in cha.rge of the six programs. She 
said Vermont's relatively small  

population helped groups cooperate 
during the grant-writing process in 
a way that made Vermont's propos- 
als especially powerful. 

I don't think the decision (to 
fund Vermont's programs) was 
based on our being any more or less 
needy than any other state," Furge-
son said. It was based on whether 
we were able to best meet the needs 
of our particular state." 

And the needs are there. Bari 
Gladstone, program director of the 
Vermont Anti-Hunger Corps, said 
the Vermont Food Bank served 
100,000 people last year — a fifth of 
the state's population and a signilt 
cant increase over last year. 

"There's a growing population of 
working people living right on the 
edge," she said.."Many don't con-
sider themselves eligible for food  

stamps, for example, when in fact 
they may be." 

Zebediah Kellogg-Roe is a 'mem-
ber of the Vermont Anti-Hunger 
Corps southweat team, whose six 
members live together in Sudbury 
and whose current work ia to take 
'climate surveya" of the region. 

The work has nothing to do with 
weather. The purpose is to collect 
information about the community's 
food and nutritional needa before 
moving into actual "project work," 
Kellogg-Roe said. 

"We don't want to come in as Vet--
mont Anti-Hunger Corps or some 
outside group and tell Rutland, 
This is what you should do,'" he 
said. 'That's not going to fly. It has 
to be grass roota. It has to come 
from people who are affected by the 
problem." 

So Kellogg-Roe is meeting with 
groups such as the Rutland-Area 
Co-Op, a group that has 77 mem-
bers and needs 300 in order to get 
started, he said. He plans to help 
them with grant-writing and mem-
bership drives, and hopes to help 
revitalize a community garden in 
Bennington, he said. 

The idea is to empower local com-
munities, he said. 

111 leave eventually," he said. 
"At the end of September our term 
will roll over. It's important that 
what we do has the potential to 
carry past us. We don't want to 
come in and fill a gap as a volun-
teer, and when we leave have it 
open again. We want to create a 
system, so that when we leave, the 
system is sti11 there." 
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PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON SWORE IN Vermont's first AmeriCorps volunteers via satellite as part of a ceremony on Sept. 12, in the Vermont College gymnasium. AmeriCorps Is the new effort to mobilize the nation's historic commitment to com-munity service. On hand to take the oath was the first of 130 recruits in five pro-grams that have already been funded In Vermont. Volunteers in VISTA, RSVP and other existing community volunteer programs that will continue under the Ameri-Corps umbrella will also be sworn in Monday. The five new Vermont programs will send AmeriCorps members Into the homes of blind Vermonters through the Vermont Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired; and put members to work with eight social agencies through the Northeast Kingdom Initiative, a new program funded through Lyndon State College. Three other programs will come to Vermont through the U.S. Department ot Kgriculture to help tackle hunger, improve the state's environment and work on rural development. WORLD photo by David Heath. • 
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Qne of first states to benefit from national service initiative 

Vermont Anti-Hunger Corps 
to be located in Bellows Falls 

~~I:I.I.(1,,. ► ‘1.17.- 7 
. 

by Robert F. Smith 

BEI LOWS FAI.I S -- Presi• 
kat Clonton signed reen law • hill 
rearing AmeriCorps on Septem-
ier 21, 1993, a domestic version of 
he Peace Corys. This program will 
ise a broad spectrum of ciiiren 
•olunteers to work in the areas of 
duestion, public safety, environ-
'total programs and meetiag hu-
nan needs. Vermont, through the 
Hort% of Senator Patrick Leahy, 
will he ore of the fest states 10 
enefir from this national freeViee 
allishVe III • program oiled the 
iermont Anti - Hunger Corps, 
unded hy a grant from the United 
.tates Department of Agriculture. 
knows Falls has teen chosen as 
be center from which the local 
embers of the program will work 
n Windham and Wundsor counties. 

Holly Hammond, the Team 
eader of the Anti Ilunger Corps 
is southeastern Vermont, held • 
meeting on November 16 at the 
tockingham Memorial I.Ilwary to 
splint+ the local program to any 
'retested parties 

In five geographic regions of 
he state, groups of erght individu• 

it401.4IF.SWOr 

Holly Ilanusiond, Team Leader of the Anti-Iltinger Corps in southeastern Vermont, 
the domestic version of Peace Corm, 

als will live sold work together in a the problem of hunger in Vermont. and make a conunilment to work 
rarely of programs to help reduce Volunteers must he age Igloo older, for one year full-time in the pro.  

gram. In return they will he pro- 
vided with a 17.660 annual living 
allowance, healih insurance•  work 
related transportarion and a child 
csre allowance, if needed. At the 
end of the year of service they will 
receive a 54,725 education or irain - 
ing voucher Mar can be uccd for 
vocarional, college and universrty 
courses, or towards paying off stu-
dent loans. 

Hammond said that Ihe program, 
which began dos month. is in its 
recruiting and iraining stage. Suir-
able housing for ihe eight local team 
members is being soughl In Bel-
lows Falls, which is centrally lo-
cated for lieu assigned area. 

"During gm first year we want 
to work out programs ihat wilt not 
be just Band-Aids to the problem 
of hungcr in this part of Vermont, 
but some real solutions," said 
Hammond. "We'd like to work wilh 
advisory groups from the local com-
munities made up of parents, edu- 
cators, clergy, the homeless and 
others We need their help en decid- 
ing what the priority areas are that 
we should concentrate on." 

Parl of the purposc of the Ant i• 
Hunger Corps is tocollahorate with 
already exisiing groups and pro-
grams, providing extra hands and 
technical assistance as needed, wrth 
the long-lerm purpose of making  

those groups and programs more 
effectiverin their own For instan, c. 
Ham d explained that arc), 
would he working with SoUlhers..0 
cr n Vermont Community Action in 
its food drsurihurion program. help 
ing SEVCA create a fierier program 
with more communuy distribuiron 
centers and more regular volun. 
leers Other arcas that the local 
group may become involved wok, 
arc nuiiiiional educalion programs 
on the schools and elderly housung 
projecis, school lunch programs, 
community mcals prnjccls, %UM-
met feeding programs, food shelves 
and food banks. 

"There are a lot of possubili• 
!res." explained Hammond. "Be-
cause we're m the start-up phase 
right now, it's impossible to say 
exactly what we'll he doing and 
what programs we'll bccomc in-
volved in. But this is a iremendous 
asset for the communities in this 
arca 10 take advantage of - 

Those interested in working in 
this program can wriie in the Ver-
mont Anti-Hunger ('orps, c/o Of-
fice of Economic Opportuniry, 101 
South Main Street, Waterbur y, VT 
05671- 1801. or call l -ROO 160. 
2577 While applications arc being 
received to fill the 40 positions open 
throughout the state, more volun. 
leers are needed 
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At the Newport Community Meal Slte on Aprll 24, Betty Chaltfoux of Amerlcorps, Steve Austin, one of two NC hlgh 
school students who work at the slte, Theresa Tessler of Vermont Associates, who also works at the site, and 
Frank Huard of Americorps helped prepare and serve a special meal as part of National Service Week. 

Photo by Ralph Heymsfeld 
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VFW takes over Newport Community Meal Site 
by Ralph Heymeeld 

NEWPORT — The Newport Community Meal 
Site has found a new sponsor in the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 798 in Newport. 
Founded eight years ago at St. Mark's Episcopal 
Church, the meal site has operated from the VFW 
Hall under the supervision of North East Kingdom 
Community Action (NEKCA) since 1990. Now the 
post has formally adopted the project, which helps 
meet the needs of hungry Vermontera in our area. 

The meal site, which served 4,442 meals in 
1994, is one of several community service projects 
that NEKCA has either privatized or is in the 
process of privatizing. Fearful of a substantial loss 
of federal funds, NEKCA officials say that they 
would like to see as many programs as possible 
supported by the communities in which they serve. 

The changing of the guard at the meal site 
coincides with the first annual National Day of 
Service, April 25, which is the highlight of National 
Service Week, April 22-29. President Clinton has 
designated these dates as a time to honor service 
and citizenship, as well as an opportunity to 
expand services to the needy. The Northeast 
Kingdom Initiative Arnericorps program is 
celebrating National Service Week by participating 
in a series of events throughout the week, including 
the preparation of a special meal which was served 
at the Newport site on Monday. Some other 
activities in this area were marigold planting on 
Monday at Pine Knoll Nursing Home in 
Lyndonville and a canned food drive this past 
Friday at Lyndon State College. 

Americorps, a newly formed nationwide 
program, is described by its members as a 
`stateside Peace Corps," dedicated to public service. 
The Northeast Kingdorn Initiative is one of five 
Vermont teams. It is made up of 21 members who 
are focused on improving services in the area of 
education, human needs, public safety, and the 
environment. 

Americorps has been working with the VFW  

post as "facilitators of the transition," according to 
Americorps worker Betty Chalifoux, who was on 
hand Monday. She said that her organization 
targeted the meal site as one of its major projects 
after an exhaustive survey of the area revealed the 
program was in danger of collapse. 

"We found out that there wasn't really any 
group or organization whose mission included 
maintaining a soup kitchen," added Americorps 
worker Frank Huard. Americorps arranged for the 
post to take over the operation of the meal site. 

The VFW has also donated $100 to start a fund 
which they hope will enable the program to be self-
supporting. Several fund-raising efforts are 
already under way. Raffle tickets costing $10 
apiece are on sale; a $4,000 vacation will be 
awarded on August 20 at the Orleans County Fair. 
In addition, 310 letters requesting support have 
been mailed to area businesses and other 
organizations. Those interested in either 
volunteering or making a donation may call 888-
8910 or 888-5702. 
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against 
hunger 

By Shay Totten 
Free Press Staff Wrier 

Volunteers in a aear-old 
program designed to lied and 
empower low-income Ver-
monters are gaining rational 
attention for their work to 
help the rural poor. 

Under the banner of the 
Vermont Anti-Hunga Corps, 
roughly 40 voluntonss have 
fanned out over the state's 
counties to set up,comiunity 
gardens, nutritional pograms 
for the elderly, aid summer 
hot lunch program.s. among 
other programs. 

Two Vermont Ante-Hunger 
Corps members Yell travel 
Tuesday to a Washington, 
D.C., seminar on childhood 
nutrition hosted by lee first 
lady. The USDA, which funds 
part of the anti-hungerproject, 
may use Vermont as a model 
for how to get the nod poor 
involved in self-sustaiing nu-
tritional programs. 

The fuel behind die Ver-
mont Anti-Hunger Carps is 
AmeriCorps voluntem a pro-
gram started in 1993 by Presi-
dent Clinton. ArmaiCorps 
workers are paid about S800 a 
month and after 1,76) laours 
of service they get S4.725 for 
educational use. 

"We have to get people 
into the self-sufficicat mode 
and 1 think that's crucial 
among the low-incoinepopula-
tion," said Laurie Larson, 
leader of the the corpeNorth-
west Vermont team which 
covers Addison. Chittenden, 
Franklin and Grand Ira coun• 
ties. It's the corps' largest cov-
erage area and Ls six 

op volunteers. 

See HUNGER, 5.4 

Continued frorn Page IA 
The pair covers Frank.lin arid 
Grand Isle counties. 

The pair's first big project 
was an eight-week nutritional 
prograrn they taught to fur-
loughed prison inrnates. 

The program — which in- 
cludes classes on nutrition and 
cooking — might be used 
statewide. 

"That's a part of everything 
we do: sustainability," Does 
said. "And that is one of the 
aspects that drew me into Arne-
riCorps." 

The pair also helped feed 
new life into a St. Albans com-
munity garden and an inmate 
garden at the Northwest State 
Correctional Facility, also irrSt. 
Albans. 

Jones helped launch a St. 
Albans summcr lunch program 
for several dozen low-income 
children. The city's recreation 
department will let kids in the 
program have free use of the 
pool and the lunches will be 
served in a nearby tent. Jones 
hopes that number will grow. 

"This gives the kids an activ-
ity to corne to other than the 
lunch. And, it helps take away 
the stigma for the parents," 
Jones said. 

Does has spent much of his 
time working on the prison gar-
den, which includes picking up 
donated plants frorn local green-
houses and farrns. 

Last year, the garden sup-
plied 30,000 pounds of fresh 
vegetables to area food shelyes 
and community kitchens and 
may produce more this year. 

But, the sweat and service of 
volunteers like Docs and Jones 
might not last for long. Ameri-
Corps funding, about S1350,000 
in Vermont, may be wiped out 
under current proposals in Con- 
gress. AmeriCorps volunteers 
work in a variety of mediums 

SOU' C Vermont Office of Economic Opportunity 

ranging from the environment to 
literacy. 

If the budget cuts are ap-
proved, the program will end 
Oct. 1, the start of the federal 
fiscal year. Volunteers and pro-
grarn leaders are confident that 
the program's elimination will 
not end the anti-hunger projects. 

"Our focus has been to work 
with the community so it can 
continue the project after we're 
gone," said Bari Gladstone, pro-
gram director for Vermont Anti-
Hunger Corps. "We help thern 
with the agreement that they 
will take it over after we leave." 

Vermont's hard work is pay-
ing off and may give federal 
officials fodder to keep the pro-
grarn, and similar ones, fuaded. 

"The Verrnont project is one 
of the most outstanding projects 
in the country. It seems to be 
leading the country in getting 
things done, not by giving more 
handouts but by building oppor-
tunity and responsibility among 
the people they are working 
with," said Joel Berg, USDA's 
national service director. 

Free Prr 

Lend a hand 
O The Vermont Antl-Hungers 
Corps is looking for Amen-
Corps volunteers. The dead-
line Is June 30. 

AmeriCorps was created by 
President Clinton In 1993 to 
act as a domestic Peace 
Corps In which people receive 
a bi-weekty stipend arid a 
lump sum after compleUng 
1,700 hours of service. The 
lump sum can be put toward 
college tuition or other educa-
tional uses. 

For information, call the 
Vermont Anti-Hunger Corps 
office at (800) 360-2577 or 
241-2577. 
I More than 100 of Ver-
mont's AmeriCorps members 
arid program staff will come 
together today and Tuesday 
at Verrnont Technical Coltege 
in Randolph. The meeting wlll 
be the Arst statewide Amen-
toms conference. 

ParticIparits will attend 
workshops on life after Arneri-
Corps and look at local Ameri-
Corps projects, among other 
things. 

The conference runs from 9 
a.m. to 7.30 p.m. today and 
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Tues-
day. 

Their work is beisi recog-
nized by the U.S. Apiculture 

e Departrnent and fast lady 
Hillary Rodharn antics. 

Two of the volunagers are 
Jamie Does, 26, and Emily 
Jones, 21, both of Burfiegton. 
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AmeriCorps Fans 
Hope Program 
Can Survive Cuts 

• 

*.:X' 
, . .41  ple we live with. It's a bit more than a job," said Sharon 

•-•:. Quinlan, who left a 25-year career in marketing to 
, 

— become an AmeriCorps memhcr in Randolph. 
.. "This is not busy work or the kind of work that unedu-

cated people can just go and do," she said earlier this 

/ week. 
. Wrangling between Congress and the Clinton adminis-

, . , ,. tration over proposed cuts to the federal budget has ./ 
. ‘.. placed AmeriCorps' future in question. Although Presi-

. . ,' dent Clinton in his State of the Union speech dcfendcd the 
program just as vigorously as llouse Speaker Newt Gin-
grich has attacked it, officials are now trying to decide 
whether AmeriCorps is a valuable national initiative or 

'~` ,: l, - another $1.5 billion government indulgence. 
Tagged by the Clinton administration as a new "domes-

tic Peace Corps," AmeriCorps now involves about 20,000 
members enrolled in 300 projects across the country. As 
part of the National Service Act passed last year, the fed-
eral program was established with a $1.5 billion budget to 
last for its first three years. 

Nearly 250 AmeriCorps members are at work on pro-
~"r .~-~'~il~' jects in Vermont and New Hampshire, according to state 

officials, and at least six of those members are based in 

\Joey News - Medore Hebert 

Borchardt stands next to a new hydrant put in by AmeriCorps workers. 
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By JEREMY PEARCE 
.r., Valley Ncws Staff Writer 

rAt. :A .44, ..  
r.V14,1%-...11- :. ... - RANDOLPII — With new hydrants in place, they say, 
. .4 ..• - .,,• A, • - 

..... .......44.sf i.:  f t. 
.
/.7  . residents of rural Vermont will have a fighting chance 

oz ."..41,1„,:•., &lip against fires. The hydrants in place, they say, will prove 
i.!.: --- .--ret, 4?•... f.,  'A 

' 1 ' 
that at least one AmeriCorps project has succeeded. 
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But after four months on the job, members of an 
— AmeriCorps team based in Randolph also say they hope 

..vp,,,,,,,j . there's time left to complete the project. 7* ,, , 
VI, . . ' t . . 

. ..r .- . I ' • " I think they'll bc a lot of upset people if this program 
0 ( ). It. 

'  'c' l z comes to art end because we're out there to help the peo-
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the Upper Valley. Other projects operate statewide and 
(Continued on page A6) 
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Top: The author (seem 1 from 1 e ) and team a t coup' on the Olympic Nahum& 

Spike Camping 6,  Other Thrills on the Olympic Peninsula 

AmeriCorps: Getting Things Done i o By Cherie Ude • Photra by Era Kola& 

Welcome to the first year of AmeriCorps, a federally-
funded program designed to help our communities and 
environment through "national service" (a la the Peace 

Corps). This gives a chance for young people to give (and 
receive) education and job skills, while developing a sense 

of pride in the nation in which we live. For the public, this 
means upgraded 

campgrounds and trails that 
conform with the American 

l am one of the many thousands of guinea 
pigs in this oew program. I first became 
await of AmeriCorps from a newspaper 

ad looking for peopk interested in environ-
mental issues and willing co work out of Port 
Townsend. My interest quiddy aroused, 1 
caEed and soon received information and an 
application. 

The Olympic Peninsula prograrn (oper-
ated by the Oregon-based Northwest Youth 
Cops, contracting under the AmeriCorps 
umbrella), offered housing at the Fort Worden 
State Park, a small living stipend, and a college 
award of S4,725 afcer 1,812 hours of service 
— about ten months. Ir all sounded too good 
co be tnie: Pon Townsend was dose co my 
home on Whidbey Island; I enjoy working 
outside and have always been concerned about 
the environment; I needed a job because I'd 
been travding for an extended period, and I 
haven't been to ail*, so the education 
award was appealing. 

After sending in the etten.sive application 
and enjoying a positive prelimin.ary phone 
interview, my next month was spent hovering 
apectandy over the phonc. As time dragged 
on, though, I became convinccd I hadn't 
gotten the job; I spent my hours pestering and 
complining incessantly to my parents. Imag-
ine their rdief when, two weeks before the 
job's starting date, the call came asking me to 
report to Fort Worden on Novcmber 1. The 
call was followed by a brief note, desa-ibing 
what to bring and where to go on the first day. 
My next cwo weeks werc spent frantically 
packing, re-packing, and running around 
buying new things (a new job means it's cime 
to shop, right?). 

The day finally came when kook the fe 
over to Port Townsend to begin our first n 
weeks of orientation. I still bdieve that f 
impressions are important., but I no loot 
bdieve they're always axurate. TheAmesiCa 
volunteers that showed up that day were 
diverse, I had my doubts as to whether any 
us had ivrythingin common. There were hill 
intimidating people and petite people vi 
looked like a gust of wind would blow thc 
over, there were shaved heads and hair to t 
waist, loud, high-energy peopk and quiet m. 
in the coma. How could we rattly expea 
work and live together? 

We were taken up to onc ofFort Worder 
old houses, where all 40 of us were to In 
Perhaps predictably, some of our first ksso 
were in conflict resolution and space manag 
merit. We had to figure out special hours f 
the hackey-sack players to do their thir 
without disturbing the readers and sleepc 
downstairs; quiet hours in the evenings we! 

and sometimes still are, a major source 
conflict. Keeping the kitchen and the cor 
mon rooms dean, too, was a problem at fir 

Orientation was a good time for us ' 
scope out potential probknu and get the 
solved. Wc had many workshops on fun 
tioning togaha as a team, developing kack 
ship skills, and maintaining equality — k 
sons that help a diverse group live and wor 
together efficiendy. Wc also played a lot • 
'get to know each other" garnes; we toc 
several fidd trips —eploring Port TOWIISQ 

and Fort Worden, traveling to nearby rang-
stations, doing trash cleanups, and taking 
couple hikes to karn about old -growth forts 
and resident animals. Our first two wed 

• 

i s 
- -_~ —~:.•.. 

Disabilities Act, an improved 
logging economy through 
pruning trees for selective - 

lumbering, preservation of . • 

old growth and endangered 
species with projects like 

habitat surveys, and building 
and installing bird and bat 
boxes. It's a program from 
which all of us benefit — 

i 4, 
- 

f 

environmentalists and loggers, hikers and fishers, Forest 
Service and the volunteers of AmeriCorps. The program is 

nationwide; more than 22,000 people are involved in *ram • s set up across the US, doing work in a variety of 
k environmental, public safety, education, a.nd human 

services. The AmeriCorps motto is "getting things done" 
— and that's exactly what we're doing! 



• 

Yakima Herald-Republic amity pert of ear ffe  • 
Thursday June 23 1994  — 6A 

e Klickitat project funded 
A Klickitat County salmon habitat restoration project has been 

named one of 57 recipients nationwide for federal funds through 
President Clinton's Americorps program. ' 

Known as the "dornestic Peace Corps," Clinton signed the Amerii 
corps national service program into law last Sep:ember. The pro-I 
gram will employ about 20.000 people nationwide by the end ofl 
°this year. 

Dave Kreft. a Klickitat County district conservationist with the 
U.S. Soil Conservation Service. said the Mid-Columbia Salmon 
Restoration Project will receive about S225.000 through Ameri 
corps. The money will be used to hire 10 people and a supervisor 
whose main goal will be to work with private landowners trY, 
restore and rnaintain streams for spawning salmon. . 

Kreft said the project will last one year. People hired for the 
project will be paid 57,500 for the year. They also will receive a' 
S4.725 education voucher that can be used to pay off college loans. 
or future tuition expenses. 

The salmon habitat project also is supported by the Yakama. 
Indian Nation, the Klickitat County Board of Commissioners, the 
state Department of Fisheries and Wildlife and the Central and 
Eastern Klickitat Conservation Districts. 

• 
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AmeriCorps seeks recruits . The United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) has begun 
recruitment for the AmeriCorps 
national service project, which will 
be organized in Goldendale start-
ing in September. 

AmeriCorps is President Clin-
ton's national service initiative 
that allows participants to earn 
college or vocational school schol-
arships while performing critical 
service to meet human, environ-
mental, public safety and educa-
tional needs. Participants in the 
program will work for a year earn-
ing a living stipend of $12,000 plus 
health benefits. Participants will 
also earn an educational award 
worth $4,725. 

The 15 participants in the Mid-
Columbia Salmon Habitat 
Restoration Project will be 
involved in planning, designing 
and installing conservation prac-
tices to improve salmon spawn-
ing-habitat. Part of this effort will 
involve planting trees and shrubs 
along streams and rivers to help 
cool the water and reduce evapo-
ration losses. In addition, the par-
tiCipahts will build structures to 
improve stream-bank stability and  

reduce sediment flow into streams 
and rivers. 

Any U.S. citizens, age 17 or 
older, are eligible to apply for the 
program. Applicants should have 
a high school diploma or be active-
ly pursuing their GED. There is 
no inaximum or minirnum family 
income restriction. Applications 
will be accepted until Aug. 5. The 
project will be based out of Gold-
endale and participants must be 
willing to relocate if necessary. 

To apply for the program, or get 
more information, call the Gold-
endale Soil Conservation Service 
office at 773-5822, or the toll-free 
national USDA AmeriCorps hot-
line at 1 (800) 880-4183. 

Secretary of Agriculture Mike 
Espy urges all interested Ameri-
cans to apply. . 

"AmeriCorps is grounded in the 
mainstream values of communi-
ty, responsibility and opportuni-
ty. It is good for the participants, 
who benefit from their increased 
ability to attend college or voca-
tional school — good for commu-
nities, which benefit from their 
service — and good for the coun-
try, which benefits from a renewed 
civic spirit," Espy said. . 

- - 
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Soil Conservation Service 
joins in salmon recovery . The first wave of AmeriCorps 
programs, announced by the 
White House this month, includes 
more than $200,000 allocated to 
the Mid-Columbia Salmon 
Restoration Project located in 
Klickitat County. 

A.meriCorps, the new national 
service initiative signed into law 
by President Clinton last Septem-
ber, establishes a "domestic Peace 
Corps," involving thousands of 
young Americans who will work 
through AmeriCorps prog-rams to 
perform critical service in urban 
and rural communities nation-
wide. 

In Klickitat County, Ameri-
Corps participants will work 
under the leadership of the Soil 
Conservation Service (SCS). The 
project involves planning, design-
ing and installing conservation 
practices on private land to 
improve water quality on a sub-
watershed basis. The goal is to 
provide suitable habitat and water 
quality for salmon spawning in 
streams and rivers capable of 
doing so. The SCS, and the Cen-
tral and Eastem Klickitat County 
Conservation Districts, work with 

_landowners on a voluntary basis. 
' SCS District Conserva-  

tionist Dave Kreft put together the 
proposal based on the emerging 
Columbia River salmon issue and 
the need for local employment 
opportunities. 

"Another important factor was 
the recent ground work laid by the 
Central and Eastern Klickitat 
Conservation Districts," Kreft 
said. "The districts recently com-
pleted a 2-year grant to create a 
demonstration site along the Little 
Ki'ckitat River west of Goldenrinle. 
The AmeriCorps program will 
basically continue that work, but 
on a broader scale." 

`This is absolutely a brand new 
program. We will be getting the 
details over the coming weeks on 
when we can start recruiting peo-
ple for the local team," he said. 

AmeriCorps will be launched in 
September and will eventually 
engage up to 20,000 AmeriCorps 
members. In exchange for one or 
two.years of service, AmeriCorps 
members will receive a living 
expense of about $7,500 per year 
and an educational voucher worth 
$4,725. These educational awards 
can be used to finance higher edu-
cation or pay back college loans. 



e 

1.ocal news 
MILWAUKEE SENTINEL Thursday. December 29, 1994 5A 

ANTI-HUNGER PROGRAM 9 United Way given $25,000 
United Way of Greater Milwaukee has received a $25.000 grant from tbe Geaeral Electric Fund to support a local initiative to hire and train 38 young people to work with aa anti-hunger program. 
The grant will be used to support the Department of Agriculture's AmeriCorps SOS" Hunger, Nutrition and Empowerment • 

Project coordinated by the Hunger ' 
e. 4 1—•k,‘' Task Force of Milwaukee and the Milwaukee Community Servlce Corps. 

The two coordinating organizations 
will recruit, hire, train anti-  educate 38 people between the ages of 18 aqd 23 Or the program. 

AineriCorps teams tben wililmplenaent activities in four focus areas copimunity,outreach; construct-ing and renovating buildings Mod sites and or meal programs; helPing local farrners:With - neigh-borhood farmers market.s ipd working with food pantries, meal programs and .Yood drives to oollect, sort and asslst at the Miner Taak FOICt ware-house. 

# . 
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IOPPA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL third graders recently presented a program for the residents and staff of Ridgeview Terrace 

Nursing Home in Rutledge. The students dressed as pilgrims and Indians in commemoration of the Thanksgiving holiday 

around which the program was planned. (Photo  by 

Karen Long) 
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recycling programs, 

The formation of a program design and 
ded sentence. He also 
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regional advisory com- materials management i ,or violation of the seat 

mittee for the project and as well as recruitment of belt law. 

workingwith established members and education Bobby Lynn Atkins was 

tourism committees will of the public concerning fined 150 and c„ st s  fw 

be the basis of markets and recycling• 

developing a long range He is a Tennessee 
reckless driving. 

tourism development Technological University 

graduate in chemical 
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six Ameri 
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will include 
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Clinton'snational service "'‘• 
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initiative that allows 
Buchanan is serving as developing exhibits and 

the environmental displays, assisting solid 

young people to earn 

money for school and 
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their communities. The 
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 loan repayments while 
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She will work in a 

school conducting 
plan. 
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various programs and ac- recycling and waste Russell and Williams engineering. 
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Food Stamps Aid With Holiday ~/ ' 

Oh my Lordy 
IsKalhy 

409 

dinator. 
For more information 

about the AmeriCorps 

program, call the RC&D 

office at 828-5927 or 828-

8354. 

E 

The holidays are Authority's Food Stamp ask a few simple cost of living increases. 

quickly approaching and outreach project may be questions. If a caller The elderly also tend to 

many people are looking able to help those in need meets certain guidelines, have high medical bills or 

forward to the good of assistance. an application will be high prescription costs. 

times and good foods This program serves 
A number of older 

sent. 

thatgowith the season. Campbell, Claiborne, 

.people spend Y3 or more 

The program .targets 

However, there. are .Cocke, Grainger,. Ham- 
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struggling to make ends Ply.--
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671-4458. This call is free on fixed incomes as the eat. Food Stamps can 
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help buy those foods 
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