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AmerIc0 Log, volunteer 

Lujan Preparing Area Calendar 
• 

Leticia Lupo is the America 
Corp volunteer working at the 
Eloy Chamber of Commerce Lu-
jan's job is to promote economic 
development. - - 

Lujart's job is similar to that of 
a VISTA volunteer. Her job will 
end Sept. 30 She saw a flier about 
the America Corp program and 
that a meeting was scheduled at 
city hall. 

After that she applied for the po-
sition. At the end of her terrn she 
will get a $4.700 education grant 
and this is the reason she is work-
ing hard 

She is an Eloy native. Lujan 
graduated from the Santa Cruz 
Valley Union High School in 1987. 

Lujan already has an associate 
degree from Central Arizona Col-
lege. She wants to go to the Uni-
versity of Arizona in Tucson to 
complete her education Although 
she has not decided. business ad-
ministration is a possibility for 
her major 

At Santa Cruz she played soft-
ball and was in the Spanisji Club 

She is married to Marcelo. and 
they have four young children. 

• 

1 

Her main project is coordmit 
ing a community calender ()n the 
south side of the Eloy Chamber of 
Commerce office is a window that 
displays her .inittal efforts 

Lujan is also working on a labor 
survey in Eloy for the Greater 
Casa Grande Economic Develop-
ment Foundation. This is sched• 
uled to begin in the next few 
weeks. 

She is also preparing a business 
proprietor survey for the cham 
ber. This is to gain inforniation 
about local business and who they 
do business with. "We want to see 
if we can attract businesses that 
they might need nearby.'• 

This survery is scheduled to gli 
out at the end of the month. Lilian 
said. 

Another project is about illeJril 
dumping. "I'll be researching 
ways on how to develop projects 
to stop illegal dumping. Lujan 
said. 

Water conservation is another 
project she is working on in coop-
eration with the city. 

''The community calendar is 
not as good as Eleanor's i Elrown , 

;al 
. , 

yet.-  Lujan said. referring to It's - 
A Date column in The ElOy Enter-
prise sponsored by llodges Rexall 
Mart Both Lujan and Brown will • 
be working cooperatively 

"Eleanor gave me a lot of infor-
mation and people to contact," 
Lujan said ' ' 

Groups are encouraged to con 
tact her if they want to be in the 
calendar at 466-3411 at the cham-
ber office , '••.. ' 

- This is something that ,came' 
out of the Focus Future effort: 
What they want is an actual calen-' 
dar to put up." Lujan said. ,The 
calendar is designed and after it is ' 
erected at the chamber office they 
may add lights to it. 

JannarY is the first month. 
- They gave me this window to 
work with ; temporarily)," Lujan 
said 

• I want it to look like an actual 
calendar lt s going to have to be 
big tn put el erythirig for a while 
inonth." she said.. ' 

- 11 anyone has ideas they want 
to share with nie'how to get the 
calendar put •up. - please contact 
me. l.ujan said 
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ELOY ENTERPRISE 
ELOY, ARIZONA 
JANUARY 19, 1995 
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WHITE MOUNTAIN INDEPENDENT 

SHOW LOW, ARIZONA 
JANUARY 27, 1995 

AmeriCorps national service organization alive, 
well and serving others in the White Mountains 
Carolyn Dryer '• 
The Independent 

• 

• 
• 

SHOW LOW — Members of 
Amer;Corps, a national service orga-
nization working in communities 
througlout the Four Corners area, is-
oa the move in the White Mountains. 
Some of the ArncriCorps members 
have already knocked on some White 
Mountain doors. They've handed out 
forms they'd like residents and busi-
ness owners to look over and fill out, 
then mail in. 

Created by federal legislation Sept. 
21. 1993. USDAJAmeriCorps is the 
domestic cquivalcnt of the Peace 
Corps. liventy thousand strong, the 
purposc of the program is, as every 
volunteer will tell you, "to gct things 
done." Local AmeriCorps volunteer 
Tom Sepulveda said thc program is-
involved in rural community devel-
opment. "helping people pull them-
selves together by the bootstraps. 

"It has to be people empowering 
thernselves. Otherwise, you get that 
same old dependence on government 
which doesn't help anybody:* 

411., 

It's the essence of the new 
covenant and we shouldn't 

stop IV 

President Bill CIinton, in his State 
of the Union address Jan, 24, said of 
the AmeriCorps: "It's the csscnce of 
the new covenant and we shouldn't 
stop it." Describing the volunteers 
who scrve in AmeriCorps, President 
Clinton said they are "solving prob-
lems and earning money for college' 

That serves as an accurate descrip-
tion of Sepulveda who is a college 
graduate. married, hoping to ehrn 
enough money this year to get a good 
start on paying for his master's 
degrce. Sepulvcda and the 47 other 
AmeriCorps volunteers working on 
the Four Corners Regional Rural 
Development Project arc focusing on 
two main projects for this region. 

One is the Crofford Demonstration 
Farrn in Woodruff. 15 - 20 milcs 
southeast of Holbrook. Through the 
construction of a 17' X 24' green-
house built frorn easily obtained 
materials at minimal expense, volun-
teers hope to "show the advantages 
and profitability of such greenhous-
es:.  The farm is also aiming to 
demonstrate alternative high retant 
crops, including hcrbs. 

The other project is creating an 
economic data base. Called Econ dB. 
the volunteer community actioa team 
is working on collccting information 
from local conununities. The team 

ttOt be selling the communities  

what they need to do to develop pro-. 
jects. Scpulveda said nobody from 
AmeriCorps will be analyzing thc 
data, but it will be available to cont-
munity planncrs. 

Some community action teams do 
inore than collect data. They build 
trails, such as the Heritage Rail from 
St. lohns to Lyman Lake„ pointing out 
historical sites along the trail. "A big 
history trail," said Sepulveda, "that 
shows all aspects of a given area's 
historical heritage" 

ls a grassroots effort to 
solve the problems facing 
cominunities across the 

Nation." - 

The AmeriCorps Ethic includes the 
goal of "getting things done," 
"strengthening cOmmunitics:enCour-
aging responsibility," and "expanding 
opportunity:" As its mission state-
ment says, "It is a grassroots effort to 
solvc thc problems facing communi-
ties across the Nation." 

Sepulveda believes in It and hopcs 
the information gathering process will 
bear fruit aad the White Mountain 
Communities wilt be able to deter-
mine their own destiny. He'll be 
knocking on your door. 

President Clinton, a Democrat, and 
Senator Jon Kyl of Arizona, a Repub-
lican, do share the same sentiment 
about AnteriCorps. Kyl, in a speech 
on the floor of the senate Jan. 20, said, 

it provides meaningful work for 
young people addressing real prob-
lems without federal rnicromanage-
ment ... In the process, national ser-
vice instills in young people the 
strong traditional values of hard work 
and responsibility. They learn those 
valucs because they arc serving. It is 
not a program to teach those valucs. 
It is a program where the values are 
learned because of service rendered." 

ln the process, national ser-
vice instills in young people 

the strong traditional values of 
: hard work and responsibility. 
It is not a program to teach . 

those values. ft is a program • 
where the values are learned 
because of service rendered." 

For more infonnation about Alined-
Corps, call Sepulveda in Holbrook at 
524-1305, or the Holbrook headquar-
ters at 524-1442. 
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Americorps Grant 

I 

• 

• iietaible. New cul- District, and the Natural Re-, : , tnistaned in iiiiciential • sourtes Conservaiion Service. 

' * isiiliti4 the ` Vide With assiitanceftoto t h is -, xhf., , =. • ,... <,. •• . . . .  
, grant and the tkannets invOved. 

As Pori Of the project, the East Marvell is  doing just that. •  . , 

group of, Americans in working  ture; use, quality, and quantity in 
pattnerships with communities to irrigation water; floodprotection 
provide real and measurable ter- and drainage of agricultural and 
*vice* io meet Cnvironmeritil and urban land; recreation and tour-
hikiusid neella while-  huilding'in . isin;* rural fire protection; and •  
' ethii• of ,seriicts, responflility, recycling and waste management. 
"anti citiz '' , ;.f ' The City► of Marwil Enhance-

The City Marivil,E;tbante- merit' Project will address Via s l C 
mem Project is designed td. tuanageinent, mfrastructure, 
proves thc „social, economic, *rid flood protection nad drainage 

4virprittént cif the iclvn. ' ' concerns. 
'1 ,7Aif':parca proWt,Irish ' Besides the City of Marvell 

' pl4tateri will bC ibstilted ' and . th4 East Arkansas RC&D 
fnetOtes iVe down- , Council, additional partners iii-

liAimireit.4(6cisible raiiiPa Will • elude the USDA Forest Scrvice. 
bebuilt — ibegisting4dewalka Phillips C,ounty Conservation• 
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arias where theyarevinuallynon- "Getting Things Done' is the 
existent ornonserviceable,"stated motto of the AmeriCorrs Pr. o 
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THE MONROE COUNTY SUN 
CLARENDON, ARKANSAS 
JULY 27, 1995 

• 

Holly Grove Council looks to city's future 
The Holly Grove City Council 

continues to make strides for the 
progress of the city. During last 
Thursday's meeting, the council 
discussed two issues of valued 
importance to the future.  of the 
city. One concerned the FEMA 
buy out program and the other a 
senior citizens center project. 

Mayor Lul a Tyler reported that 
13 property owners have agreed 
so far to participate in the FEMA 
buy out program of housing and 
land in the floodplain area. To 
date, FEMA has committed 
$159,250 towards the project. The 
land which is purchased will be-
long to the city. Tyler stated that 
she has been working with the 
Forestry Service in Russellville 
for plans of development in the 
bought out area. Tentative plans 
include walking trails, nature 
trails, and a lake with fishing 
piers. 

The council also agreed to give 
Tyler the authorization to enter 
into an administrative services 
contract and an architect services 
contract if the senior citizens' 
application proposal is funded. 
The city is seeking funding for a 
seiiior citizens center project from 
the Arkansas Community and 

• 

Economic Development Grant 
program. A city selection com-
mittee with the approval of the 
council has selected Wingfield 
Associates Consulting Services of 
Conway as. administrator/ 
preparer and Twin Rlvers Archi-
tecta of Arkadelphia as architects 
if the project Is ftinded. 

The council discussed the need 
fQr street paving. Portions of Sec-
ond Street, Atlanta Street, East 
Street, and Spruce/Tyler Streets 
were named as priority needs. 
The city has a restricted one cent 
sales and use tax which has col- 
lected over $25,000 and can be 
used for street paving. Bids for 
paving will be solicited. 

TyIer reported that although 
the city has been approved for the 
COPS Fast program the funds 
have not been received. The coun-
cil discussed advertising the posi-
tion, but decided to table the mat-
ter until funds were available. 

Renee Spurlock reported that 
her 1700 hours with the 
Americorps program will be com-
pleted this month. She will con-
tinue to work in a slot provided by 
the Forestry Service. This will 
enable her to continue with the 
Holly Grove projects. 

Americorps member Jana 
Coleman gave a report from the 
Crime and Drug Committee con-
cerning city streetlights. The com-
mittee recommended upgrading 
9 lights to sodium lights and in-
stalling 8 new sodium lights in 
needed areas. Each sodium light 
would increase the electric bill  

approximately $7.00 per month. 
The council discussed the need 
for prioritizing the list and then 
phasing in lights as funding is 
available. Mayor Tyler suggested 
that the council include some of 
the cost in the 1996 budget. No 
immediate action was taken. 

The council reviewed ordi-
nances #148 and #150 which call 
for the cleanliness of property 
and the condemnation of proper- 
ties that constitute a public nui-
sance. Mayor Tyler distributed 
pictures taken by members of the 
city beautification committee. 
The pictures showed some of the 
properties in town that needed 
particular attention. She related 
that letters had been sent to out-
of-town property owners request-
ing that they take care of their 
property. The city is mowing some 
of these properties and billing the 
owners for services rendered. A 
motion was passed for the city 
beautification committee to help 
determine properties which are 
not meeting standards and to 
make recoinmendations to the 
council. 

Street maintenance employee 
Floyd Christian waa reported as 
having resigned. The position will 
be advertised. A temporary em-
ployee has been hired to mow city 
property. The council discussed 
the need for additional help for 
clean up during the annual home-
coming weekend. 

All council members were 
present for the meeting. The coun-
cil will meet again August 17. 

s 



THE MONROE COUNTY SUN 
CLARENDON, ARKANSAS 
APRIL 13, 1995 • 

City Wide Clean-Up 
In Holly Grove 

The Holly Grove Beautification 
Committee will eponsor a City 
Wide Clean-Up. The committee is 
urging the community to get in-
volved in making the city one of 
the.most beautiful cities in Mon-
roe County. There will be a spe-
cial residential pickup on Satur- 
day, April 29. Thie will give ev-
eryone the opportunity to get rid 
of anything from bathtubs to 

Iscrewdrivers. Be sure to place 
these items in front of your resi-
dents on Friday afternoon, April 
28, ao you will be ready for the 
Clean Sweep on Saturday, April 
29. 

If anyone needs assistance in 
moving heavy objects or clean-
ing-up their property please con-
tact AmeriCorps-USDA Member 
Renee Spurlock at 462-8300, 
Chairinan Brenda Coleman at 
4.62-8350, Mary F ranieaSpurlock 
at 462-3402, or Grace Brown at 
462-8574 so we can make arrange-
ments to help you as soon as pos-
sible. • 

o 
MONROE COUNTY SUN 
CLARENDON, ARKANSAS 
MAY 5, 1995 

Second Clean-Up 
Day in H.-Grove 

A second clean-up day has been 
scheduled for Holly Grove by BFI 
for Saturday, May 6, starting at 
8:00 a.m. All items, large or small, 
will be hauled away if placed at 

The fir-SC clAnlup day was 
scheduled for Saturday, April 29. 
BFI was not prepared for the large 

- 

quantity of items needing haul-
ing away. Therefore, they have 
agreed to return for a second Sat-
urday aud have proinised to com-
plete the task this time. 

Americorps Meinber Renee 
Spurlock will be assisting the com-
pany in locating homes with items 
needing to be picked up. For more 
information about the clean-up 
day contact Renee Spurlock or 
Mayor Lula Tyler. 

. 
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AMERICORPS MEETING IN HOLLY GROVE: Eight AmeriCorps participants and other officials met in 
Holly Grove last Wednesday with U. S. Department of Agriculture AmeriCorps Director Joel Berg. 
Each of the participants told of specific areas of work in which they were involved. In some way, they 
have all been involved in the work at Holly Grove. AmeriCorps participants include from left: Vivian 
Jones of North Little Rock; Loyda Stith of Batesville; Audria Coleman of Holly Grove; Debra Carmen 
of Little Rock; Joel Berg, AmeriCorps director of Washington, D.C.; Renee Spurlock of Holly Grove; 
Jana Coleman of Holly Grove; Lisa Cobb of Jonesboro; and Harrison Locke of Farao. 

• 
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In Arkansas, AmeriCorps fits Clinton's vision 
BY GRANT TENtili.LE 
Dernomil-Gusee Slat Wlor 

AmenCorps rnember Renee 
Spurlock is moving Holly Grove 
residents out of danger. 

Approximately 93 homes in the 
east Arkansas town of 700 are in-
side the flood plain of the White 
River. During period.s of heavy 
rain, water seeps into the ground 
floor of some homes. If a 10O-year 
flood were to sweep down the 
White River, it would take most of 
those homes with it to the Missis-
sippi. 

So Spurlock. 35. a Holly ti rove 
resident, is coordinating a pro-
gram under the Federal E:ner-
gency Management Authority to 
buy the flood-threatened pr(per-
ty and find the 135 residents of 
the area new lcts on which to 
build 

She has spent the past 10 
months educating landow ners 
about the buyout program. sur-
veying the area, researching own-
ership of every piece of property 
and flnally going door-to-door an-
swering questions, providing ea-

couragernent and soothing fears. 
"AmenCorps ha.s really helped 

this town." Spurlock said. 
Spurlock is one of approxi-

mately 250 AmeriCorps volun-
teers in Arkansa.s working for 
dozen.s of private, nonproflt and 
government agencies across the 
state. Their accomplishments may 
be the best defense of President 
Clinton's modern-day Peace 
Corps. 

Their jobs include feeding the 
hungy, teaching Little Rock His-
panics job skills, educating raj-  

grant farm workers on the dan-
gers of pesticides and helping 
rural fire departments find mon-
ey for training. 

On Sept. 21, 1993, Clinton 
signed the National and Commu-
nity Service Trust Act creating 
AmeriCorps. The creation of a na-
tional service corps bad been a 
high priority for Clinton during 
the 1992 campaign. 

Clinton envisioned a domestic 
version of the Peace Corps, creat-
ed by President John F. Kennedy 
in the early '6Os, a group that  

would perform volunteer work in 
communities across the United 
States in exchange for govern-
mc,nt grants to pay for college ed-
ucation. 

On Sept_ 12, 1994, Clinton ad-
ministered the oath, via satellite. 
to 20.000 AmeriCorps volunteers 
across the country. 

Republicans in Congress, led 
by Speaker of the House Newt 
Gingrich, R-Ga, attempted to kill 
the program earlier this month by 
slashing the 1596 budget for 

See AMERICORPS, PaQe 11A 

AmeriCorps 
• CentInuod from Page 'IA 

ArneriCorps from the preposed 
8575 million to $159 million. They 
Jay the Corps is nothing more 
th.an another federal lobe pro-
gram that costs a lot but accom-
plishes little. 

, riCorps volunteer Jen-
g of Alexander said Gin-

a- wro t~g. 
Mit Rock. King Is helping 

feed hungry families. 
Through her work with the 

Rice Depct and Potluck, two Pu-
laski County relief organization.s, 
King, 23, developed the Red Bar-
rel program. Red barrels have 
been placed in grocery etores 
across Pulaski County with signs 
that encourage people to donate 
food. Since Novetnber, more than 
15.000 pounda of food has been 
collected and distributed to 17 
agencies across the state. 

-Because of .1ennifer it was a 
success," said coordinator Laura 
Rhea. "Because it was a success it 
is going statewide." 

King wants the House Speaker 
and his fellow congressional Re-
publicans who say AmeriCorps is 
just another wasteftil bureaucra-
cy to know that her work has fed 
tbousands of hungry people. 

-We are getting things done," 
King said. 

ArneriCorps supporters aaid 
the program has become a politi- 
cal target of the Republican Con-
gress, eager to attack one of Pres-

inton's pet projects. Re-
.ns are unapologetic. 

..iink that this is something 
that the president wanted his 
name on as an achievernent of his 
administration, but I think tbe 
people really have turned their 
tbumba down on these ',50s-style 
programs," said Rep. Tim 

. I — . . — Nfo 4 

Clinton hat saved AmeriCorps, 
at least for now, by vetoing the 
congressional rescissions package 
June 7. He instructed Congrets to 
find other spending cuts. King, 
and her fellow 20,000 AmeriCorpt 
volunteers across the country, are 
relieved. 

Gingrich says AmeriCorps is 
getting in the way of i balanced 
budget. 

*If you are going to get to a bal-
anced budget and your choice is 
having a nice little government 
bureaucracy that runs people 
around the country doing nice 
things or taking care of people 
with sev‘ re disabilities, where is 
each oe_. on the priority list?' 
Gingrich said in an inter\ few ear-
lier this year. 

One or the central tenets of 
AmeriCorps is that the volunteers 
will be placed within existing 
agencies so that no extra bureau-
cracy will be needed to create 
and super.ise projects. 

Diversity reigns 
The AmeriCorps projects are 

diverse, and so are the volun-
teers. Most are college-age, but 
some are in their 601. All are 
working on projects that fill eith-
in four "national priorities" out-
lined by the Corporation for Na-
tional Service, the 200-employee 
Washington agency that oversees 
Amei-iCorps. Those priorities are 
education, public safety, human 
needs and the environment. 

A short list of the agencies 
wbere A.rkansas' AmeriCorps vol-
unteers are working includes: 

• The state's Spinal Cord Com-
mission,' where A.meriCorps vol-
untter John Gou1d of Little Rock, 
who is paralyzed from the cbest 
clown. counsels recently para-
lyzed people learning to cope 
V.-`* A ri'CA111tY 

• Central Hispano, a private, 
nonprofit Little Rock organiza• 
ticn where AmeriCorps volunteer 
Patrick Presley helps mernbers of 
Little Rock's Hispanic community 
learn the skills they need to get 
ofT welfare and hold jobs. He and 
his fellow AmeriCorps workers 
often serve as traaslators for local 
hospitals and police during emer-
gency situations. 

• The Resource Conservation 
and Development Oflice of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
where Deborah Carman of Little 
Rock helps rural flre depart-
ments across Arkansas flnd the 
money for training and new 
equipment. 

In Holly Grove, Spurloclt also 
has formed citizen committees 
who are fighting neighborbood 
crime and picking up Utter. 

Holly Grove )dayor Lula Tyler 
said AnieriCorps is making her 
town better. 

"It's miraculous for a small 
town; 7)-ler said. - We cannot af-
ford to go out and hire a person to 
do what they are doing. We would 
have been a little durnp if it 
hadn't been for them." 

Projett Coordinator Gail Wain-
acott of the U.S, Department of 
Agriculture said the Holly Grove 
flood plain project is one that has 
needed to be done for years. but 
manpower hid never been avail-
able. The Agriculture Depart-
ment is overseeing the project. 

-These projects might have 
happened 10 or 15 ysars from 
now, but they wouldn't happen u 
quickly as they have without 
these people,' Wainscott saki. 
"They give rnore of their free time 
than they ever get compensated 
for." 
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ME BRINKLEY ARGUS, BRINKLEY, ARKANSAS, JANUARY 15, 1995 

e 
PARTICIPATE IN COMMUNITY MEETING: Residents concerned about the future of Holly Grove 

attended a Monday night meeting to discuss community issues. Mayor Lula Tyler and Americorps 

Coordinator Renee Spurlock spearheaded the program. Participants listened to the concerns of the 

new mayor and then signed up to work on committees in various areas. Committees will be focusing 

on the issues of health care, crime and drugs, city beautification, education development, economic 

development, and recreation and tourism. The individual committees will meet on February 13 

starting at 6:00 p.m. at the Holly Grove City Hall. For more information about serving on a committee 

contact Lula Tyler or Renee Spurlock. 
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Rural Advocacy Grant Program. 
She stated that 82 grants were 
given last year for a total of 
$286,175.00 and that other 
projects are possible. Mitchell dis-
cussed ways that Holly Grove 
might want to become involved 
with the grant program. 

Mayor Hill also introduced Dr. 
Lon Cordell with the Ainericorps 
project. Cordell is a retired psy-
chologist who has had experience 
working with HUD and other 
government agencies. With the 
Ainericorps program in Holly 
Grove, Dr. Cordell will be work-
ing during the next year helping 
relocate people that are living in 
the flood plain area. 

The Americorps program has 
placed 22,000 people across the 
nation to help rural areas with 
conservation planning. Dr.  

Cordell along with Rene Spur-
lock, a second Holly Grove 
Ainericorps employee, will help 
the city in identifying sources of 
financing for various services and 
will focus on the provision of ad-
ditional multi-unit housingavail-
able in Holly Grove. 

The council passed a inotion to 
levy real estate millage. The fol-
lowing millage was adopted: .0018 
General Fund; .004 Policeman's 
Pension Fund; and .0004 
Fireman's Pension Fund. 

The council took two stands on 
upcoming issues in the Novem-
ber 8 election. The council passed 
a inotion to Pnrourap darnat of 
Proposed Ainendinent 2. The 
council unanimously passed a 
motion to support Referred Act 1, 
commonly kmown as the soft drink 
tax. 

Starting in November the meet-
ing time of monthly council meet-
ings will change. The council 
voted to meet at 7:00 p.in. until 
the next tiine change. 

Absent from the meeting was 
Alderman Lula Tyler. 

Two Special Guests at Holly 
Grove City Council Meeting 

The Holly Grove City Council 
welcomed several visitors to its 

10  monthly meeting held October 
20. Special visitors included De-
borah Mitchell and Dr. Lon 

„Cordell. 
Deborah Mitchell with the of-

fice of Rural Advocacy in Little 
Rock was introduced to the coun-
cil by Mayor Donna Hi11. Ms. 
Mitchell discussed the Arkansas 

• 
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ATTEND TRAJNING SESSION: Americorps members from three states attended the Delto Service Corps Super Training June 26-29 at the National Guard Center Camp Robinson, North Little Rock. Americorps members assisting the Cfty of Holly Grove include from left: Jana Coleman, Lisa Cobb, and Renee Spurlock. 

• AmeriCorps members 
attend trainin session 

An Americorps training ses- 
sion was held June 26-29 at the 
National Guard Center at Camp 
Robinson, North Little Rock. 
Over 200 people from Arkansas, 
Louisiana, and Mississippi were 
in attendance. Workshops dur- 
ing the session included conduct-
ing meetings, working with di-
verse cultures, promoting 
volunteerism within communi-
ties, adult literacy, and various 
other subjects related to commu-
nity life. 

Jana Coleman, Lisa Cobb, and 
Renee Spurlock, Americorps vol-
unteers as.sisting the City ofHo lly 
Grove attended the meeting. The 
three have worked closely with 
Holly Grove and surrounding ar-
eas in Monroe County. 

Coleman has assisted Fargo 
with getting garbage pick-up ser-
vice and is in the process of ob-
taining city street lights She has 
worked with Holly Grove in se-
curing sodium lights in thepoorly 
lighted areas of town in an effort  

to reduce crime. She is available 
to help other communities in 
Monroe County as well. 

Cobb is a licensed real estate 
appraiser. She has been writing 
appraisals for the homes in the 
100year flood plain in Holly Grove 
for the FEMA buy-out project. 
Although she has spent a great 
amount of time in Holly Grove, 
she is officially stationed at Jones-
boro. 

Spurlock has been workingwith 
committees in Holly Grove to 
improve the community in vari-
ous areas. Target areas have been 
beautification, economic develop-
ment, education, and housi ng. She 
has assisted Mayor Lula Tyler 
with the FEMA buy-out project. 

Other Areericorps participants 
working in Monroe County that 
attended the workshop are James 
Thompaon, Eugene McKinney 
and Harrison Locke. Locke and 
Harrison are specifically assigned 
to work with Arkansas Farm and 
Land Development Corporation  
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AmeriCorps workers Mike Jensen and .Vancy Scolari check ammonia levels in a water sample taken 
next to a large dairy at the headwaters of Stemple Creek. The pair. who found good readings, will 
monitor the stream for a year. 
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Helping out his hometown 
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a Corps worker 
aids farmers 
By RONNIE COHEN 
Press Democrat Bureau 

M ike Jensen earned twice as 
much money before he left his 
Penngrove home for college as 

he does now that he's zraduated. 
But the 25-year-old Jensen is thrilled to 

be heiping ?etaiuma area farrners as a 
member of AmeriCorps, the domestic 
Peace Corps that was a centerpiece of 
Bill Clinton's presidential carnpaign. 

"It's not the best-paying job." Jensen 
said. "But I'm learning just an immense 
amount. And the reason we're in the 
AmeriCorps is to serve the community." 

The Petaluma fields in which Jensen 
played as a boy now are home to office 
buildinas. The changes sadden Jensen. 
Because he loves the outdoors and wants 
to preserve open space. he studied 
Iandscape architecture and iand-use 

When he graduated in June. :he job 
market iooked bieak. Then Jensen's 
father. a Penngrove contractor, spotted 
an ad for an ArneriCorps job with the Soil 
Conservation Service in Petalurna. 

Jensen was visiting friends in San Luis 
Obispo when his father called and told 
him about :he SI2.000-a-year job. 
Although he could earn twice as much 
working as a carpenter, Jensen rushed 
horne to be one of 50 job candidates. 

Since last month, as par: of the first 
group of AmeriCorps workers to work for 
the Soil Conservation Service, Jensen has 
been advising area dairy operators and 
other agricultural landowners on ways to 
keep manure out of waterways. 

Jensen sees the farrners as heroes. 
"I don't want to see Petaluma get 

engulfed in this urban sprawl." he said. 
"All the open space you see is farrniand. 
It's :he agricultural people and the 
farming comrnunity who have left it 
open. 

So Jensen feels great about helping 
dairy operators manage their land in 

•-• -,•-• 4 - ••••• 

It's not the 
best-payina job. but 
I'm learnina an 
immense amount. 
The reason we're in 
AmeriCorps is to 
serve the 
community. 

MIKE JENSEI, 

I_ 

there are ways. 
Farmers can, for example, continue 

spread cow manure on hay fields..:eni-
said. They just need to compute how 
much manure they can put down befc: 
bac:er:a gets :nto waterways. eats or' 
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Bridge over troubled waters 
AmeriCorps workers raise wooden walkways above the 
water in the riparian areas of Big Morongo Canyon Preserve. 
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AmenCorps crews neip forest, pe ople 

I f some of your 
priorities are improving qual-
ity of life, taking care of na-
tional forests and other public 
lands, education and motiva-
tion, AmeriCorps has some 
answers. 

This is what the so-called 
"Domestic Peace Corps" is up 
to so far: 

• 20,0O0 AmeriCorps mem-
bers are fighting hunger, help-
ing with rural development, 
working with educators and 
helping preserve or restore 
fragile natural habitats 

• They are getting on-the-
job training in a myriad of 
skills designed to improve 
both the human and environ-
mental condition 

• Many, if not most, are 
gaining new insights into 
their own career choices, even 
as they earn the $4,725 educa-
tion award for their 1800-plus 
hours of work. Some say their 
educational opportunities 
would be crippled without the 
stipend and training. 

Calimesan Ken Arnundsen, 
21, joined the program to earn 
the stipend and discover his 
own future. 

"I was working at Burger 
King before this," he said. 
"AmeriCorps has really 
opened a few doors for me." 

Amundsen said he's gained 
new experience and is looking 
closer at potential careers 
with the U.S. Fish and Game 
Dept. As such, he said, he 
would work to protect natural 
resources and wildlife from 
poachers or those cutting 
down trees illegally. 

He and fellow crew mem-
bers are getting five day's 
training in the handling of 
chain saws, including four in 
the field at Idyllwild. They'll 
use that training to cut fire 
fuel breaks, which help check 
wildland fires. 

Locals' work: 
Public lands, environment 

Members from Yucaipa, Ca-

, , 

, , 
e. 

, 

7 

- - 

tasks as post-fire rehabilita-
tion, plugging gaps in forest 
buildings to keep out swarms 
of killer bees, trail mainte-
nance and graffiti removal. 

"All of these enhance the 
National Forest experience" 
for both visitors and the na-
tural environment, said 
Hotchkiss. 

e More experienced crew 
members do specialized re-
pairs and rehabilitation 
within public lands, including  

the Chapparal Neighborhood 
in Lytle Creek. 

• Two crew members, look-
ing to enhance their training 
in the field are working on 
bald eagle surveys with wild-
life biologists. Other's are en-
hancing their education by 
serving as interpretors in the 
SBNF Children's Forest. 

"It's a forest within a forest 
for kids and parents, where 
they can learn the forest ecol-
ogy," said Hotchkiss. 

'Heading In the 
rlght direction' 

"A lot of kids these days 
have no guidance," said Amer-
iCorps crew supervisor Jesse 
McIntire of the USFS. "I have 
kids who have nothing, who 
can't even af£ord a jacket or to 
wear decent clothes. They're 
just off the streets and don't 
know what to do with them-
selves. At least well get some 
kids off the streets and 
headed in the right direction.-

McIntire said about half of 
his crew will be trained in 
firefighting through US Forest 
Service classes. 

The most dangerous of all 
The training will qualify 

them for some of the most 
dangerous and difficult fire-
fighting assignments of all: 
working on fire hand crews, 
cutting lines and doing wild-
land fire mop-up. 

"'That's where you get the 
most injuries," he said, "due to 
tree hazards and rolling rocks. 
People can fall through stump 
holes and get their legs 
burned." 

The experience can guide 
them toward careers in Forest 
Service firefighting, including 
the so-called hot shots. McIn-
tire said these are the most 
highly-skilled professional 
firefighting hand crews of all. 
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The site, recovering from a devastating fire in 1992, is a 
favorite spot for viewing many wild species in natural 
settings. 

limesa, Beaumont, Cherry 
Valley, and other area com-
munities make up the San 
Bernardino National Forest 
crew, working on public lands 
and the environment. 

The organization is broken 
into several components: 

4 The Educatiort Team is 
comprised of nine members 
and two supervisors who 
make environmental-
education presentations at 

Guest speakers include Un-
ited States Forest Service of-
ficers and fire-prevention 
technicians. 

The team also gets hands-
on experience in researching 
and designing new programs, 
according to Anne Hotchkiss, 
AmeriCorps spokesman out of 
the Mi11 Creek Ranger 
Station. 

• Five members belong to 
the Construction Team, 
which handles such diverse 

elementary schools. 
Geared to kindergarten-

grade 6 students, the prog-
rams teach children wilder-
ness survival skills, such as 
what to do if they become lost 
in the wilderness ("Hug a 
Tree"). They also learn about 
the essential components of 
habitats in a program known 
as Habitat Means Home, and 
get to meet and !earn about 
Smokey Bear and his 
message. 
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School program features fuel reduction 
As part of the community Communica-

tion Program for Fuel Reduction. the Edu• 
cation Coordinator for Aniericorps, Natu-
ral Resource Conservation Service, Aleta 
Apgar, ha.s presented a series of ecosystem-
therned workshops to explain to students 
grades 5-12 in El Dorado County the basics 
of fire safety in our wild land-urban inter- 
face 

The presentations are aimed at helping to 
reduce catastrophic wildfires in our county 
through community education. The public 
school system currently endorses both cross-
curriculum learning and community aware-
ness. The education program emphasizes 
things each student can do now to be aware 
and help address this critical issue in the 
Sierra Nevada foothills. Sharing with peers, 
adults, and teachers the components of fire 
safety at home and in our forests an impor-
tant facet of the series of presentations. 

Reducing catastrophic fire is a goal with 
which all of us can agree. Tlie problem is 
being addressed hy agencies on the federal, 
state, and local level, one of the issues 
where we are seeing cooperation between 
private landowners and government agen- 
cies. . 

El Dorado Unified High School was the 
first school to be involved in this program. 
Camino Opportunity School. Ponderado. is 
lining up a schedule for March Sierra Ridge 
has expressed an interest in scheduling pre-
sentations The Pollock Pines area was tar- 
geted first to coincide with a community  

action project co-sponsored by the KCD' s 
Mark !licks, U C Cooperative Extension's 
Bill Frost, and the District 2 Supervisor, 
Ray Nutting 

On Saturday, Feb 11 there was a coop- 

erative effort to rnake two lots in Sly Park 
Hills a fire safe demonstration model 

Later in the Spring. Forest Service Rep-
resentatives are willing to do a school pre-
sentation to coincide with the Mormon 

Emigrant Trail Fuel Break Burn as part of 
the series' thrust to expose students to the 
high risks and prevention measures in our 
region. 

An outdoor environmental education 
component, a casual vegetation survey or 
the sites is also offered as part of the pro-
grain. By law, schools have Ere defensible 
space, but students do not necessarily un-
derstand what this entails. Their own schools 
are a good starting place. 

ln conjunction with the goal of making 

the Traverse Creek Watershed fire safe it is 
hoped the prograni will expand to the Slack 
Oak Mine Unified Scilool District Schools. 

Any interested teachers in El Dorado 
County wanting to schedule presentations 
or desiring more infornintion shouhl con-
tact Aleta Apgar, Americorps, NRCS, 415 
Placerville Dr., Suite M, Placerville, CA 
95667, phone 622-1410. 

••• 

It la better le !save 
aerondbariti ilia-

nintitla than tonne nt all. 
—Mark T%nitt 
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Pro will be a great help in doing the gram outreach the office staff cannot 
handle. 

(Continued from Page 1) "We want to let people know Americorps at the end of Septem- we are here. Outreach such as ber this can do that," said Rafael "There used to be one way to Lopez-Barragan, county super-serve your country — through visor for the FmHA in Imperial military service." said Joel and San Diego counties. 
Berg, 29, director of the USDA "I want to change the per-Americorps team, while visiting ception of our office. I want the Imperial Valley Friday. people to see us not as a bank of "Now we have another way for last resort, but an organization of them to serve: community ser- first opportunity," he said. 
vice.'• Alvarez, 22, said the program 

Berg said some of the needs provides a great opportunity for identified in the colonias include both the people who may be housing, water and jobs. The helped and the participants of FmHA can help with at least two Ariericorps. 
of those needs by offering 1- "It will be a great learning percent loans up to S15,000 for experience,•" she said. 
housing repairs for people age 62 Leuvanos, 35, said the outreach and under andgrants up to $5,000 he will do in helping people get for people 62 and older. grants and loans will be 

The Imperial Valley office - beneficial. 
currently has more than 1,000 "A lot of people here, they home loans and 65 farm loans don't get information. A lot of with residents in both Imperial these people are very poor and 
and San Diego counties. don't speak English. They 

Yet, many others who need the wouldn't be able to find out from 
services don't know about them. the newspaper this kind of infor-

"Nationally, we've done a mation," he said. 
lousy job at this kind of While such philanthropy is nice 
outreach," said Berg. to hear in the 1990s, Leuvanos 

Because the government is conceded he will also get a downsizing the Imperial Valley personal benefit. 
FmHA office by two employees, - I will learn a lot ... and I owe the two Americorps volunteers a lot in school loans," he said. 

• 

• 

. 



LET THE PUBLIC SPEAK - 
- • 

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT, SATURDAY, FERRUARY 25, 1995 

SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA 

AmeriCorps jobs 
Editor: As an AmeriCorps member, 

I would like to express my apprecia-
tion to The Press Democrat and to 
writer Susan Swartz for the Feb. 5 
article about the AmeriCorps pro-
gram. I do believe, however, that the 
article was limited in its representa-
tion of the scope of President Clinton's 
nation service program. 

The article highlighted only two of 
the four types of service available to 
members to choose from. Along with 
human services and education proj-
ects, AmeriCorps members are also 
serving ln public safety and environ-
mental projects. 

From southern Sonoma County to 
Ukiah, the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service has six Ameri-
Corps members on board, all of whom 
are college graduates with a desire to 
serve their country through communi- 
ty work. . 

The Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, formerly the Soil 

Conservation Service, is a federal agency that provides free technical 
conservation assistance to landown-
ers. In northern. Sonoma County, five AmeriCorps members are assisting the California Department of Fish and Game. AmeriCorps members enable ' these state and federal agencies to assist the public with projects that the budget-cut staffs could not otherwise 
handle. ' . 

Our assistance to 'the public is provided as a response to requests made by the community we live in and have chosen to serve.' 
: When I introduce myiself and .de-scribe the AmeriCorps program as a domestic Peace Corps, the handshake gets a little firmer, the smile a little broader, and the comment is always the same: "It's about time." ' 

JULIE MAGGI 
Fulton 
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meriCorps: Volunteers for America 
a WI „So ' 

4 1 
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ore with the community." 

AmeriCorp's volunteers Tal Dlep, Kevln Nguyen, Jami Fisher and Adrian Gonzalez 
I -cape Irrigation Science. "Because this is the first year • 

eed publicity. We're a lot like the Peace Corps—but we 

long tradition of great citizens—men and women of every race and reli-
The group is currently working on a project for the Morongo Indian 

gion who come together to build up our communities and our country." Reservation, helping that community with a flood-water control project. 
When asked how he felt about the diversity of AmeriCorps, Kevin 

"We are able to provide the additional labor and technical assistance Nguyen, a junior in civil engineering, said that he thinks it is important 
needed on projects like this," said Fisher. Fisher said that projects such as because, "It's not only friendship that we exchange, but we exchange our 
this would normally have to wait months to get off the ground if the extra 

cultural backgrounds as well." assistance was not available through AmeriCorps. 
"Communication is a key to everything. Well, we've managed to work 

Additional projects this past year have included developing waste- . 
in groups, and handle problems—we manage to achieve power in a 

management plans for dairies and environmental improvements for area 
group," said Adrian Gonzalez, a senior in Agricultural engineering. 

high schools. 

By Mara Caitlin Roche 
Poly Post Reporter 

AineriCorps, the "brain child" of President Clinton, has 
been in the news lately. Republican members in Congress, 
notably Newt Gingrich, have recently mentioned it as a possi-
ble target for funding cuts. But, what you might not know is 
that there are four full-time AmeriCorps members here at Cal 
Poly. 

In the AmeriCorps application, Clinton states, "Through 
national service, you can help lift up America. There is so much 
to be done today, including teaching children to read, caring 
for the sick, and keeping our streets safe and our parks clean. 
Through AineriCorps, you can help make America everything 
it ought to be—a nation where all our citizens, whatever their 
backgrounds, can live up to the fullest of their potential." 

The four students interviewed have had positive experi-
ences with working for AmeriCorps, though they are con-

. 
- !-•• • - ...e\ a 
.114  Nato..Zk cerned about possible cutbacks to the organization, due to the r!,r.. 

congressional opposition. f. 
"There is funding for the first two years [for AmeriCorpst - 

We are trying to establish a tradition of excellence so 1 
AmeriCorps can continue," said Jami Fisher, a senior in • 
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. Last week, the group had a surprise visit by Richard Rominger, acting 
We are working with pmhigh schooLdeveloping.a 'demonstration 

• secretary of Aviculture. He fielded questions from the students, inclUd-
garden' of native plants., on steep, rOcky soil," said Fisher... 

• a . . . ins some al:muff* questionable supportip Congress for, the 20,000 mem-
"The prograni is good for community service," Said Tai Diep, a junior ', - . • • - • . her wrtrkfnrrp. • 

in Civil Engineer major. When asked to explain the difference between "There are people who think it costs too much money, but it has bipar-
Poly Corps and AmeriCorps Diep said, "They are both developed to help • tisan support in Congress and it's a high priority for the president," 
the community. But the focus is different for AmeriCorps groups; Poly Rominger said. 
Corps deals mainly with community service." Hopefully, students such as Fisher, Diep, Nguyen and Gonzalez can 

In the application, Clinton continues, ". .. through national service h s ow those in Congress that the work they do does make a difference. 
you will learn things that money can never buy. You'll join America's 
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National Americorps director 
visits Divide projects 
by Rebecca Murphy 

Following thc first year of President 
Clinton's AmeriCorps program, the Divide 
was visited last wcek by Joel Berg. Director of 
thc Depurtment of Agriculture's component 
of the program. 

"l'm systematically visiting all our sites 
throughout the country." he saiJ. "The USDA  

reccived the largest grant for its AmeriCorps 
projects with 1.200 members in 38 states." 

The program provides jobs and a S12,0O0 tc 
S20,O00 st ipend to volunteers perfonninscom• 
murtity service-type work. The process le 
acquire funds through the Corporation fot 
National Service is a competitive one for dif-
ferent federal agcncies and resulted in the 

USDA's award of S2.S mil-
lion. The S20,0O0 max im urr 

GEORGETOWN GAZETTE 
GEORGETOWN, CALIFORNIA 
JUNE 20, 1995 

Americorps director . . . 

pay rnent made to STA IA teen 
designing and working or 
projects that art helpful tc 
their particular arca inelud 
catastrophic health benefit! 
and art education aware! of 
S4,725. Volunteers are 

continued from page 1 

lowed a maximum of two years service. 

They must be at least 17 ycars old with no 
maximum age limit for participation. 

The USDA opcrates three types of 

ArneriCorps teams throughout 38 states: an 

Anti-Hunger Team. a Public Lands arid 
Environment Team, and a Rural Develop-
ment Tearn, being used on the Georgetown 
Divide. The Rural Development Tcam 
members in Placer and EI Dorado counties 
arc working on Fucl Reduction Projects on 

U.S. Forest Service and privatc lands, edu-
cating people on preventing brush from 

igniting and creating massive fires. 

The criteria for a project has several 
components. Berg said. "We rnust be able 

to see measurable concrete results that are 

meeting the community's needs. Fuel re-

duction rcally matters to this community. 

We make Sure rnem.,c's will get somcthing 

out of it. And we mist balance different 
parts of the statcs and counties which get 

projects." 
Appropriately, Berg's first stop follow-

ing lunch at Parra's Mexican Restaurant 
was the Kelsey Fire burn area which exem-

plified the ne.ed for fuel reduction in the 

arca. Other stops included the Darling 

Ridge Fuc1 Reduction Project arid Hansen 

Hollow Defensible Space Project all of 

which are being aided by ArneriCorps vol-

unteers. 
"We're not the federal government com-

ing in." said Berg. "We're empowering 

communities to get done what they need. 

We believe that statcs and local communi-

ties khould have control. The mniority of  
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Woolsey praises 
local work site 

Congressional representative 
Lynn Woolsey. who played an 
instrumental role in sfiaping 
AmenCorps as a member of 
the House Education and 
Labor Committee. praised 
local AmeriCorps members 
who began performing com-
munity service this week in 
exchange for educational 
grants. 

"Not only has AmeriCorps 
opened the door to higher edu-
cauon for Sonoma County res-
idents. it has given new life to 
meaningful new programs in 
our communities that have 
been neglected for too 
long." said Woolsey. 

Several AmeriCorps mem-
bers working with the .local 
branch of the Soil Conserva-
tion Service (SCS) met with 
Woolsey earlier in the month 
and toured a work site at the 
Atwood Ranch in Glen Ellen. 
The members will be working 
on a variety of water quality 
improvement projects -through-
out Sodoma County. Niembers 

meeung with Woolsey includ-
ed Nancv Scolari. Mike 
Jensen. Julie Mrggi and Colin 
Close.. 

"We'll get a lot of conserva-
tion work done in Sonoma 
Countv thanks to the Amen-
Corps members IA ho will be 
working with ps." said Lisa 
Woo Shanks of the Soil Con-
servation Service in Petaluma. 

Fifteen thousand Americans 
were sworn into the Amen-
Corps recenUy in ceremonies 
across the nation. The year-
long, full-time program will 
provide the local participants 
with a stipend of S12.000 and 
an educational award of 
S4,725. 

Woolsey also noted that a 
coalition of 18 gionprofit agen-
cies in Sonoma County. known 
as the Sonorna Project, will be 
bringing on 27 AmeriCorps 
members who will work in a 
vanetv of fields such as educa-
tion. public safety. the environ-
ment, and health and human 
services. 

SONOMA INDEX-TRIBUNE 
SONOMA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
SEPTEMBER 27, 1994 

September 27, 1994 The Sonoma Index-Tribune 
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Joel Berg (second from right), Director of the Department of Agriculture's 
ArneriCorps Program, visited the deN &station of last year's Kelsey Firc. 
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• 
a On Americorps. As an Amer-
iCorps member in Auburn, thank you 
for the article in the Auburn Journal. 

I would like the public to know 
that implementation of the wildfire 
prevention dernonstration project at 
the Live Oak Waldorf School could 
not have been completed without the 
cooperation of the California Conser-
vation Corp, County of Placer, Placer 
Hills Fire Protection District, Califor-
nia Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection, Placer County Resource 
Conservation District, and USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice. 

I know your rnain emphasis was 
ArneriCorps, but I want to say that 
this was a rnulti-agency cooperation 
to educate the Fublic  abput fire haz-
ard and prevention. 

Jarnes Newman 
ArneriCorps 

Auburn 
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Fuel load project to begin in 
Traverse Creek Watershed 

A team of Americorp members have 
been assigned to the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Natural Resource Con-

servation Service, formerly the Soil Con-

servation Service. Their mission: to reduce 

fuel loads in potentially critical forest lands. 

The local team covers the arca encom-

passing El Dorado, Nevada. Placer. and 

Amador counties. The program is part of 

President Clinton's pilot Americorp legis-

lation, with projects of community service 

and a motto of "getting things done." The 
program has been cal led the Domestic Peace 
Corps. 

The tcam members, headquartered in 
Placerville, are working on the Traverse 
Creek Watershed located in the Georgetown 
area. The participants will identify land-

owners and then set-up community meet-
ings and workshops. Thcy will assist in 
formulating individual plans according to 

the various desires and needs of land use 
from limited timber harvest to wildlife habi-

tat. Thcy will tdso hclp develop incentive 

programs and assistance funding. 

District Conservationist Jim Kimmel has 

two Americorp membcrs to assist work 
through his office: Meta Apgar, a conser-
vation educator, ccrti lied teacher and former 

viticulturist, and Jcssc Haramati, a civil 

engineering candidate in a joint University 
of Cal ifornia Santa Cruz-Berkeley Program. 
Thcy work cooperatively with El Dorado 

County's Georgetown Divide Resource 

Conservation District and Soil Conserva-  

tion Scrvice. 
As a team they unite thcir efforts with 

Cliff Heitz, Auburn's District Conserva-
tionist, and his representatives: Geologist 
Carol Rutcnberg and James Newman, a 
wildlife management Humboldt State Uni-

versity graduatc. Two othcr tcam members, 
Christi Lyn-Maison, an agronomist. and 
Althea Brusin, an agriculture science gradu-
ate from CaI Poly, work under thc tutelage 
of Grass Valley's District Conservationist, 
Ron Zinkc. The project coordinator is Bob 
Roan of High Sierra Resourcc Conserva-
tion and Developrnent Area. 

Thc anticipatcd succcss of this project 
wi11 minimize the impact of ineviable wild-
fires. Successful implementation of this 
program will generatc more Ariiericorp 
volunteers and inclusion of more water-

sheds in the fuel load reduction program. 
The aim of this rural land development 

project is to demonstratc a model of com-
munity interaction, cooperation bctwccn 

federal and state and local agencies and 

private landowners. The reduction of fuel 

loads and fucl ladders to reduce possibility 

of catastrophic wildfires is one of the most 

critical environmental issues currently be-

ing addressed in the foothills. 

• 
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behind as habitat for birds and other animals. The vol-

unteers demonstrated the technique in El Dorado 

County and several other foothills counties. 

Jesse Haramati and Aleta Apgar are Americorps volun-
teers who educate peopie on how to clear a firebreak to 
keep their homes sate. They leave islands of rnanzanita 

landowners receive public agency help 

dcvcloping fuel reduction and &tensible 
space plans for fires and up to $200 pcr 

acre or 75 percent of the costs to clear the 

lund. 

everything_ Thcsc trees won't come hack hclp set up model fucl rcduction programs 

for 10 to 15 years, and when they do, on privatc land in Amador, Nevada, Placer 

they'll look likc hairs on a dog's back — and Et Dorado counties. Thc conservation 

and bum up again within 10 years." scrvicc, together with officials of arca firc 

That's why thc USDA-fundcd conscrva- districts, thc California Dcpartmcnt of For-

tion service has recruited six Americorps cstry und thc U.S. Forest Service, envisions 

volunteerx with science backgrounds to a public-privatc partmership in which 

pc.orgettiam.7. ' - ' • - 
\ Bob Roan,. -head' of ' the Ifigh ' • Sierri , 

lieso4Ce' Cotiservation and Development", 
Area,' aid? "Demise the fuel load is Ed' 
heavy; these become killer firm not lust: 
'demur' fires, but the kind that fry every' _ . s . 
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Americorps takes root in A.V. 
Tree-pIantiN8 
helps residents 
weather stoms - . • ' 

. . 4 I - 
By Karen Maeshiro 
Doily News St4( Writer • 1 . ...toot! 
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ANTELOPE ACRES — April 
Jurgen was a student at Antelope 
Valley College, Sandy Haynes was 
working in real estate and Phillip 
Sam was fresh out of college with 
a degree in agricultural biology. 

The three took up the call to 
join President Clinton's 
Americorps community service 
program last fall and have come 
together in the Antelope Valley, 
where they will help residents 
plant trees as windbreaks against 
dust storms. 

"I've always been interested in 
volunteering and helping people, 
and I'm a real outdoors person," 
said Haynes, a 57-year-old 
resident of Lancaster. "It's the joy 
of helping people and being 
outdoors. We've learned a lot 
about windbreaks, and we're 
disseminating the information to 
the people." 

On Saturday, Haynes, Jurgen 
and Sam attended a tree-planting 
demonstration at the Antelope 
Acres Community Center to 
launch the program by the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service,_ 
where the three have been 
assigned. 

About 20 people were on hand 
to watch as 54 Arizona cypress 
seedlings were placed into the 
ground. In the center, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
staff discussed the program with 
residents and answered their 
questions. 

The three Americorps members 
will be working with residents in 
Antelope Acres to help plan the 
windbreak, determine the number 
and type of trees needed, and 
provide the labor to plant the 
seedlings. 

Jurgen, who is hearing-
impaired, provides staff support 
by writing up reports. Haynes and 
Sam get to do the outdoor work, 
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AmeriCorps making mark 
. - 

• 

By DAVE MILLER • 
Hi-Desert Star Staff Writer - - 

- • - 
MORONGO VALLEY- It's 

new and already making its mark on 
the local community. 

AmenCorps, the new dornestic 
peace corps created by President 
Clinton, has desert residents and 
others with ihe lofty goals of young 
Americans filling its ranks and 
working on projects in the Morongo 
Basin. 

AmeriCorps Crew 13 has been 
working on environmental projects 
within the Big Morongo Canyon 
Preserve and Joshua Tree National 
Park. 

The Preserve was formally pri-
vate ranching land until The Nature 
Conservancy started purchasing 
land in the canyon in 1968. The Na-
ture Conservancy has since relin-
quished its holdings in Morocgo 

e

(i

 Valley and the Preserve is presently 
nder Bureau of Land Management 
BLM) management. 
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Joshua Tree became a national 
park this year after years as a na-
tional monument. 

Although AmeriCorps is head-
quartered on the San Bernaraino Na-
tional Forest and administrad by 
the T.J.S. FortSt Service, members of 
Crew 12 meet lt the BLM's North 
Palm Springs office. 
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Preserve in Morongo Valley. Angie Savio of Palm Springs was one of several Morongo Canyon 
(Star photo by Tim Bulone) AmeriCorps Crew 13 members working at the Big 

The 14-person crew has been 
working on the Big Morongo Ca-
nyon Preserve for the past three 
wetks, building new trails anc main-
uining and restcring exisring a-ails 
that were darnaged by a 50-acre 
brush fire two years ago, and the 
floods which followed. 

Thcy arc also rebuilding bridges 
and boardwalks within the Preserve. 

In Joshua Tree National Park. 
Crew 13 did projects like cleaning 

up an old rnining area, maintaining 
trails and removing old scaffolding 
from the Key's Ranch Dam. 

adcts, "It's really pretty and in the 
spring I bet it will look beautiful." 

Another member of the crew, 
John Soto, has a deeper interest in 
the Preserve because he thinks his 
father might have grown up there. 

"He told me he grew up in Mor-
ongo Valley and started to describe 
where he lived. It sounds tbe sarne as 
the Preserve," Soto said. 

Soto and his father are planning a 
trip to the Preserve to confurn these 
suspicions. 

"My crew is very enthusiastic ab-
out the work we're doing here," said 
Oscar Montijo, crew supervisor. 
-They feel we're making a big dif-
ference as far as giving people better 
access to the Preserve." 

"Everything they're touched, 
they've left better than they found 
it," said Robin Kobaly, a BUM bo-
tanist and Preserve manager. "This 
(the crew's work) is on the order of 
dreams where money falls out of the 
sky: impressed is an under 
statement." 

which supplies the Preserve and Savio's boyfriend is another 
member of the crew, Duke Janus, 26, 
of Palm Springs. 

Crew members get a living allow-
ance which adds up to 54.23 an hour, 
basic health care coverage, and child 
care, but the big chunk is an educa-
tional grant totaling S4,725 at the 
end of an 1,800-hour stint in 
AmeriCorps. 

neighboring Covington Park with 
water. 

All four have collegiate goals: 
• James Gannon, 25, of Cherry 

Valley, plans to attend college and 
major in wildlife management.; 

• Jason Valdez, 18, of Beaumont, 
plans to attend a junior college and 
gain a basic Associate in Arts 
degree: 

• Beth Anglin, 19, of Yucaipa. 
has a goal of community college and 
being a fish and game warden, and 

• Ruben Contreras. 19, of Yu-
caipa. will use the educational grant 
funds to go to a community college 
— possibly Crafton Hills — where 
he will study fire scicnce and take 
emergency medical technician 
(EMT) courses. 

Crew member Purina Olvera says 
she Likes the project because, "We're 
making it better to use and lots of 
people have noticed the work we've 
done." 

Of ihe Preserve job site. Olvera 

"I plan to go to college in Color-
ado and pursue something todo with 
bouny or soil science," Savio said. 
"My goal is to open a nursery or be a 
farmcr one day. 

Taking a few minutes from her 
task of painting Preserve signs 
Thursday afternoon, crew member 
Angie Savio, 19, of Palm Springs, 
said, "This is our third week here; 
thar leaves another week for us. It eAs 

been a lot of fun. 
"Four days before the crew started 
orking here, my boyfriend and i 

came up and hiked down Biz Mor-
ongo Canyon. At that urne, ,,,,• 
didn't blow we'd be working here." 

"We have seven years to use the 
money for college. If we don't use it, 
the grant money goes back into the 
pot for others." 

According to the Forest Service, 
the educational grant can be used for 
college, vocational schooling, or 
paying off existing student loans. 

Four other members of the crew 
wcre busy Thursday buildine an en-
clcsure around a %Well and tank 
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Talking About Hunger 
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IRIS SCHNEIDER For The Times 

Kelvin Drayton with the Los Angeles Poverty Department tries to use humor to get at young people's feelings about parhandling in 
a dramatization at the Youth Anti-Hunger Conference held Thursday. The conference was attended by 1,000 Los Angeles high 
school students and was designed to offer high schoolers the tools with which to fight hunger and homelessness in their 
communities. A series of workshops, seminars and panels were presented. 

• 



f  

1 v 

1 % 
\ 

• 

. 
: . 

. i 

' 1 4: ..fca ' ...‘J • .. 
i 1‘. - • -‘g`• • • 

fp, 

, 
a • 

A 1- - 
• 

- - :1•• 

1 , Y • 

451p.4. 

#robol#4., 
a. 

- . w -n; A 

i 

# M•01 

• 7 

• • 
is; „ 

: . - • 
. 

, w •••• , 

• 
. 

A 
• 

L~}.  ' 
•;•••.:i 1.< * , ' - 4 . 

-• 

- 
,-:a'11:1; 

• 

• 

‘ • - 1.1* 

• . , ..# . " 

yen. 
i 

- 

J

.

 

2"..";*4. \ .• , ." . 
- 

i ' 1 
Photon hy ItICARIaChkAlIA'rANIIA / Tun., 

ft.".• ,747••• 
i — 

,••••• 

•A-. • 

•.. 

, 
- 

ra 4 

1 

• 
• 

LOS ANGELES TIMES 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21. 1995 B3 

EAST VALLEY FOCUS 

t TH HOLLYWOOD  

rogram Brings 
- Lessons on Diet 
to Classroom 

After meeting anti-hunger workcrs in 
thc Mississippi Delta, seeiog neighbor-
hood vegetable gardens in Pico Union 
and listcning to community mcmbcrs 
across the country federal agriculture 
official Joel Berg offered his assessment 
of AmenCorps, the President's national 
service program. 

"It's here, it's real and it's working," 
Berg said, standing in a classroom at 
Arminta Street School. "A lot of people 
lhought it was )ust another promise. that 
it wasn't going to happen." 

Berg, director of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture National Servicc Pro-
gram, visited the school as part of a 
national Lour of AmeriCorps projects. 
Since the program was launched in 
September, AmcriCorps workers have 
been placed at community-based proj-
ects throughout the country, wrestling 
with a range of problems, from drug 
abuse to illiteracy and hunger. 

Although organizations are required 
to submit quarterly reports detailing 

410
 nrogress, officials should observe 
jects for themselves, 13erg said. 
on't believe you can learn how 

. gs arc going by sitting at your dcsk 
in Washington," Berg said. "You have lo 
bc oul here, talking to the people." 

At Arminta Street School, the last 
stop on his two-week tour, Bcrg 
watched as the third- and fourth-grad-
ers in Jan Shaffcr's class participated in 
a presentation on nutrition and the 
importancc of eating breakfast. 

On one side of the room, students 
gathered around a TV watching scvcral 
"Start Your Head" commercials pro-
moting brcakfasL 

"What happens when you don't eat 
breakfast?" asked Peter Val Verde, an 
AmeriCorps worker assigned to the 
Southern California Anti-Hunger Coali-
tion.  

AmeriCorps co-team 
leader Terri Piggee pours 

a yogurt shake to 
fourth-grader Julian 

Arellano, prepared by 
children during a 

nutrition program at 
Armlnta Street School. 

Right, fourth•grader 
Salatiel Gray samples 

yogurt shake in the 
program offered by 

AmeriCorps. 

Hands—and bodies—shot up jostling 
for a chance to answer. 

"You don't have enough cncrgy to 
play," said Alfonso Carcia, 10. 

"You gct grouchy," anothcr studcnt 
answered. 

Students laughed and howlcd at the 
short, comical commcrcials. 

Across thc room, AmeriCorps work-
ers Terri Piggec and Lee Hendcrson 
taught studcnts thc five groups and 
demonstrated how fruit smoothics are 
made—part of an attcmpt to show that 
food that is hcalthy can also tastc good. 

"It tastes like candy," said 9-year-old  

Elizabcth Mcza, aftcr taking a sip. 
For thc studcnts at Arminta, which 

has a high numbcr of homeless and 
low-income students, the nutrition mes-
sage is an important one. 

"It's really necded—cspccially in ar-
eas like this," said Principal Marcia 
Cholodenko. 

Ehzabeth Riley, executive director of 
the Southern California Interfaith Hun - 
ger Coalition, said thc presentation was 
one of many anti-hungcr projects con-
ducted by AmcriCorps workcrs assigncd 
to the organization. 

"AmeriCorps really has cnablcd us to 

A Sun Vallcy rnan who shot and killcd 
a tagger and wounded anothcr was 
grectcd Tuesday morning by a small but 
loud group of protesters as hc entered 
Van Nuys Municipal Court. 

But after his hearing on gun posses-
sion charges was continued to next 
month, William Andrew Masters 11 was 
whiskcd through a courthousc back 
door to avoid thc protcsters and report-
ers. 

Mastcrs is chargcd with misdcmcanor 
counts of carrying a concealed weapon 
and carrying a loaded weapon. Ile faces 
a maximum scntcncc of 18 months in jail 
if convicted. 

The charges stcm from a Jan. 31 
incident in which Masters, while taking 
his usual late night walk, confronted 
two men scrawling graffiti beneath a 

. frceway overpass in Sun Valley. Mas-
ters told police that hc pulled out a gun 
he was carrying in a fanny pack and 
shol the two mcn when onc of them 
tricd to rob him with a scrcwdrivcr. 
• Ccsar Rene Arce, 18, was killed and 
David Hillo, 20, was shot. in the buttocks. 
Hillo recovcrcd from his wound and was 
chargcd with vandalism. 

The protesters, a group calling itself 
Four Winds Studcnl Stiident Move-
ment, staged a mock funeral and candle-
light vigil Monday night. Tucsday 
morning, the prot2sters cxchanged 
words wilh pcoplc entering the courton 
other business. 

The proteslcrs said Masters should be 
tried for murder for killing Arce. The 
district attorncy's office declined to filc 
felony charges against Masters, calling 
thc shooting self-defense. 

—JULIO MORAN 

impact various communities in a very 
sort timc," she said. 

F'or Berg, scenes like those at Armin - 
ta are evidence that the program works. 

"They say a picture is worth a 
thousand words," he said. 

—JOCELYN STEWART 

VAN NUYS 

Masters Greeted 
by Noisy Protesters 

LOS ANGELES TIMES 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
JUNE 21, 1995 

• 



THE DAILY PRESS 
VICTORVILLE, CALIFORNIA 

APRIL 25, 1995 • 
►CONIMUNITY SERVICE 

High desert residents moving 
forward, thanks to AmeriCorps 

/NI - 

By Julie Johnson 
Daily Press 

Andressen knew she needed a 
change. 

The oldest of her siX sons was enter-
ing lOth grade, so she would soon have 
to get a job to help send the children to 
college. 

But because she had dropped her 
goal of a degree in zoology to spend 17 
years as a homemaker, Andreasen 
didn't know what she shoutd do. 

An advertisement for AmeriCorps 
changed that. . 

Now the 37-year-old is three months 
f'rom completing her one-year portion 
of a project to survey soil at Fort Irwin. 
When she finishes she will have 34,725 
in scholarship money waiting for her. 

"It's nice to be able to contribute to 
the comrnunity,"Andreasensaid ofthe 
project. "And I earned an education 
.award so I can continue school." 

. AmeriCorps Is a federally ftinded 
program that pays for community ser-  

vice throughout the nation. This was 
the first year money went to the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service in 
Apple Vattey, said district con-
servationist RickAguayo. 

The program gave him enough 
money to start soil surveys at Fort 
Irwin, Edwards Air Force Base and 
the Marine Corps Alr-Ground Combat 
Center at Twentynirte Palms. Six peo-
ple of various ages are currently en-
rolled. 

Soil surveys map the different types 
of soil In a region. said Crisand Giles, a 
24year-old participant from Cat Poly 
Sart Luis Obispo. If the type of soil ls 
known, scientists can determine, for 
instance, where desert tortoises might 
live or how to treat a hazardous spill, 
she said. 

Aguayo's five-year project is unique 
to ArneriCorps, Most are short-term, 
such as planting trees or diverting a 
stream. 

Aguayo's six participants have also 
worked in the comrnunity, teaching 
schoot children about soil and cortser-

Please see kMERICORPS, B41. 

• 
► ANIERICORPS / From BI 
vation. 

In addition to a scholarship, 
AmeriCorps pays workers, who 
must be at least 17 years old and 
U.S. citizens, a living stipend of 
about SI2.000 for the year they 
spend in the program. 

Aguayo said he hopes to get the 
soil survey funded again next 
year. He also wants to expand 
the project to the Chernehusvi 
Indian Reservation, across the 
Colorado River frorn Havasu  

City, Nev, Participants would 
work with the tribe to planttradi-
tional crops and help them apply 
for grant money. 

"I think it's a win-win situa-
tion," he said. "These folks are 
providing community service 
and will be able to pay for 
school." • 



Tim Paye, a volunteer wlth the AmeriCorps pro-
gram, thins some trees near Double Vlew Drive to 
build a fuel break. The national service program will 
be performing environmental and rehabilitation 
projects on public Iands in the San Bemardino 
National Forest. 

(Photo by Philip Michaels) 
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- 

Hill getting benefits from AmeriCorps program 
By Philip Michaels 
Staff Reporter 

It was another 10-hour workday for crews along 
Double View Drive in Idyllwild last week. Crews cut 
down trees and cleared away brush to build a fuel break 
protecting nearby houses from any fire ha7ard. And 
though the work was tiring, none of the young people 
volunteering their time were complaining. 

"A lot of them have mentioned what a great feeling 
it is looking at a completed project and saying 'Hey, I 
did this,—  said Anne Hotchkiss, a public affairs special-
ist wit.h the San Bernardino National Forest. "It's really 
a source of pride for them." 

The dozen or so young people working on the fuel 
break were part of the AmeriCorps program, a national 
service group geared toward meeting unfulfilled needs in 
communities across the country. 

THE NATIONAL AMERICORPS program was 
created by the National and Cornmunity Service Trust 
Act signed into law by President Bi11 Clinton in Septem-
ber 1993. 

According to Ms. Flotchkiss, the local AmeriCorps 
program, which works with the U.S. Forest Service on 
the San Bemardino National Forest, has 87 members. 

While different AmeriCorps programs across the 
country serve different needs, the local group is dedi-
cated toward performing environmental projects on pub-
lic lands, Ms. Hotchkiss said. 

For their year of service, AmeriCorps volunteers 
receive a $4,725 educational award to further their edu-
cation. And for t.hose looking to pursue a career in for-
estry, Ms. Hotchkiss said, the program provides them 
with job-related training and experience. 

"IT'S NEAT TO see people out here doing stuff for 
the environment," said Jackie O'Brien, a supervisor for 
AmeriCorps' Yucaipa crew. 

Tim Paye, an AmeriCorps volunteer from Beaumont,  

said he was drawn to the program because of the edu-
cational award and the chance to work outdoors. 

"It's good exposure to forestry," he said. "It's a good 
job opportunity." 

Ms. O'Brien said she found the AmeriCC;rps volun 
teers to be extremely enthusiastic about their work . 

'°THEY'RE JUST ALL willing to learn," she added 
"They're excited about being outside and working to 
ward their education." 

Last week's work on the fuel break was one of thc 
first projects performed locally by AmeriCorps crews 
However, Ms. Hotchkiss said, crews have been busy 
working on public lands throughout Southern California. 
completing post-fire rehabilitation of the 12,000-acre 
Devil Fire, renovating trails in the San Bernardino and 
Cleveland National Forests and rehabilitating overused 
recreation areas in the Joshua Tree National Park. 

The work done by Double View Drive last wee}, 
served a dual purpose for the AmeriCorps volunteers. 
Ms. Hotchkiss said. In addition to getting work done on 
the fuel break, the project also gave the volunteers an 
opportunity to receive training on how to operate saws 

"We've been really kind of hampered on projects so 
far without any saw training. This will really open it up 
for us," Ms. Hotchkiss said. 

LOCAL FOREST SERVICE officials are enthusi 
astic about the potential of the AmeriCorps program 
Kathy Valenzuela, district resource officer for the foresi 
service's San Jacinto Ranger District, said she has al-
ready placed a number of requests for AmeriCorps crews 
to work on local projects throughout the coming year . 

"My hope is they'Il be doing lots of work for us," 
Mrs. Valenzuela said 

For AmeriCorps volunteers to work on a project, ii 
must meet certain criteria, according to Ms. Hotchkiss. 
The project should have long-term benefits, demonstrate 
clear results and strengthen the surrounding community. 

Mrs. Valenzuela said projects she would like to see 
AmeriCorps volunteers work on locally include tree 
thinning, some tree planting, clearing vegetation from 
around trees, trail rehabilitation and restoring nearby 
picnic areas. 

s s 
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Crews 
working 
it out 
AmeriCorps gives 
job experience 
By Lee Peterson 
Daily Bulletin 

LYTLE CREEK — They wanted to 
work, and they got what they asked for. 

After a few months of chopping, 
clearing, shoveling and sculpting, the 
parcel behind the Lytle Creek Ranger 
Station is more than halfway toward 
becoming a mulrihabitat miture trail, 
thrmks to a team of AmeriCorps 
workers. 

The trail is just one of several 
projects assigned to the AmeriCorps 
workers hired by the San Bernardino 
National Forest last October. In addi-
tion to the trail, tasks performed by the  

various crews have included restoration 
of fire-scarred wild lands, hiking trail 
maintenance and graffiti removal from 
picnic tables. 

"It's hard work and it's something I 
enjoy," said Barbara Hicks, a 26-
year-old Bloomington resident, who is 
part of the nature trail crew. 

Hicks, like many AmeriCorps work-
ers, joined the federally funded 'domes-
tic Peace Corps* in its inaugural year in 
order to gain work ex-perience and earn 
money toward education. The minimum 
age for AmeriCorps members is 18, and 
there is no maximum. The enlistees 
serve for one year, with an option of 
joining for one more year. The National 
Forest's crews average age is 26. 

In return for a $4,725 educational 
grant and $4.23 per hour, the workers 
are required to put in 40 hours per 
week, show up on time and put in a full 
day's labor, said Jessie McIntire, a For-
est Service AmeriCorps team 
supervisor. 

Lazar Jackson of Rialto said he joined 
the National Forest's AmeriCoz-ps 
because he wanted to get more erperi-
ence in forestry, as a possible career. 
After almost three months in the corps, 
the 22-year-old said he's getting the 
variety of experience that will help him 
decide exactly what career to pursue. 

Shannon McCallum of San Bernar-
dino is also part of the nature trail 

See AMERICORPS/B2 

AmeriCorps/from B1 
crew. "I'm looking forward to 
seeing it in five to six years 
down the road when everything 
grows in.' 

McCallum is also thinking 
about "re-enlisting" in Arneri-
Corps next year, after this pro-
gram is completed in 
September. 

But members of the Republi-
can majority in Congress have 
mentioned AmeriCorps as a pos-
sible target of funding cuts. 
: On a visit to Lytle Creek Fri-
day, Richard Rorninger, the act-
ing secretary of Agriculture, 
was optimistic about the con-
tinuing federal support for Ame-
riCorps, which employs about 
20,000 people nationwide. 

"There are people who think 
it costs too much money, but it 
has bipartisan support in  

Congress and it's a high priority 
for the president," Rominger 
said. 

While there's plenty of sweaty 
heavy labor to do in the 
National Forest, AmeriCorps 
workers have been assigned to a 
variety of federal agencies and 
do a wide variety of work. 

The Inland Empire West 
Resou.rce Conservation District 
has four AmeriCorps workers, 
who are serving in a variety of 
consulting, surveying and edu-
cational roles. 

Administered through the 
U.S. Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service, the workers are 
helping dairies create ma.nure 
management plans, educating 
the public on resource conserva-
tion and consulting on various 
environmental projects. 

Jami Fisher, a Cal Poly 
Pomona landscape irrigation sci-
ence major, is going to school on 
a limited basis this academic 
year in order to make time for 
AmeriCorps. 

By working for the Resource 
Conservation District, she said 
she's getting real-world experi-
ence in designing irrigation and 
consulting on other projects. 
That experience will help when 
she starts looking for a job upon 
graduation in 1996. 

"It's not just going out carry-
ing tools and doing the hard 
grunt work," Fisher said. 

The district's other Ameri-
Corps members include two Cal 
Poly civil engineering students 
and a Ca1 State San Bernardino 
environmental studies and geog-
raphy major. 



Going from the classroom to the town 
By Stephanie Spear 
Special to the Herald 

ColoracloCorps tries to keep 
higher education from getting its 
head too far in the clouds. 

The program on Colorado's 
college campuses which is a part 
of President Clinton's AmeriCorps 
national service program seeks to 
move students from the heights of 
academia and ground them in the 
very real work of community serv-
ice. 

Fort Lewis College is one of 16 
Colorado colleges or universities 
with ColoradoCorps members 
who started work this fall. Jennifer 
Grau and Nicole Anderson will 
continue their part-time positions 
in FLC's service learning program 
through next year. Beyond that, 
however, ColoradoCorps' future is 
uncertain. House speaker Ne,,kk 
Gingrich as been quoted as saying 
the AmeriCorps prograrn is 
"coerced voluntarism" and "gim-
mickry." . 

Anderson, a 28-year-old gradu-. 
ate of FLC said one of Colorado-
Corps' and service learning's goals 
is to "create a kind of experience 
that is real to our daily lives. The 
idea is to start teaching through 
the experience of learning hands- 
on. Suddenly you have a relation-
ship with the world." • 

Anderson and Grau fill half-

time positions with FLC's Center 
for Service Learning helping 
'director Kalin Grigg oversee about 
80 "mentor? — FLC students who 
volunteer in area schools—and 
students involved in intemships 
and other projects that attempt to 
integrate public service with stu-
dents' educations.  

Grau, a 21 year-old senior, is 
also working on a project to 
involve more students in service 

- learning. Anderson is helping 
organize a conference to bring 
together FLC sociology graduates 
to assess their education's rele-
vance to their experience follow-
ing graduation. 

"It's a fascinating piece of 
legislation," said Grigg of the 1993 
National and Community Service 
Trust Act 'Which created 20,000 
ArneriCorps positions natioftwide, 
where rnembers work with com-
munity:non-profit entities in ex-
Change for a living stipend, educa-
tional award money and other 

_benefits. Anderson and Grau will 
receive a $4,050 stipend for 900 
hours over a two-year period and 
$2,375 to apply toward education. 

"What Clinton was uying to do 
was inspire an ethic of service and 
get people involved, in serving 
communities," Grigg said. 

Some AmeriCorps projects re-
ceive direct federal funding, as do 
nine other positions in,  the San 
Juan Basin. ColoradoCorps 

receives its funding through the 
Colorado Governor's Commission 
on National and Community Ser-
vice, an entity created by Ameri-
Corps legislation to generate state 
service programs. Grigg is a mem-
ber of that commission which 
awarded the ColoradoCorps pro-
gram to Colorado Campus Com-
pact, a coalition of Colorado col-
leges and universities who sponsor 
community service learning pro-
grams. 

"AmeriCorps is a way to take 
your frustrations (with the educa-
tional system) and act," said Jen-
nifer Grau, 21, who will graduate 
from FLC this spring. She recently 
helped match college students 
with kids in 'the LULAG—Duran-
go League of United Latin Ameri-
can CitizertiL-tUtoring program 
and she is gratified by the mutual 
reaction of college students and 
kids. 

"There is excitement on both 
sides," she said. 

AmeriCorps and therefore Col-
oradoCorps faces challenges. 
Grigg said federal guidelines tend 
to favor projects that tackle urgent 
urban problems that have a direct 
physical impact, and human ser-
vice results are often hard to quan-
tify, 

"My guess is that (the program 
is) going to be neutered," Grigg 
lamented, though Clinton has 
vowed to fight for his program. 
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Community service is their mission 
By Stephanie Spear 
Special to the Herald 

President Clinton's AmeriCorps 
national service program is alive 
and well in the Southwest — for 
now. 

Forty ArneriCorps members in 
the Four Corners region — 11 
headquartered locally — are set-
tling into their positions of service 
to communities. though the new 
program is threatened bv the cur-
rent budget-cutting Republican 
congress. 

Thc president's prized national 
service initiative was signed into law 
with the National and Community 
Service Trust Act in September 
1993, creating 20,000 national 
AtneriCorps positions and consoli-
dating a number of other national 
service programs. AmeriCorps, the 
centerpiece program under the 
act, gives Arnericans 17 and older 
living stipends, educational 
money, health insurance and child 
care allowances in exchange for 
one to three years of work in non-
profit segments of communities. 

AmeriCorps seeks to teach an 
ethic of civic responsibility and 
coinmunity-building while provid- 
ing job experience in education, 
public safety, environment and 
human services. 

"It's service work, basically, to 
help communities revitalize. 
ArneriCorps is not out to bring the 
federal government's guidelines 
and rulings down upon the people 
— rather, that communities have 
something to say and programs are 
dcveloped through the wishes of 
the people," said Lloyd Wilhelm, 
facilitator for the Four Corners 
AmeriCorps members. 

Nine men and women with the 
AmeriCorps rural development 
prograrn and three with Colorado-
Corps — a state-designed, Ameri-
corps-funded service learning pro-
gram for students on college cam-
puses — started work this fall and 
winter. Three federal agencies and 
Fort Lewis College are sponsors for 
the project in the Durango area. 

San Juan Resource Conservation 
and Development, which provides 
natural resource development assis-
tance in rural areas, made one-year 
grant applications which created 
six Americorps positions. 
.. One was filled by environmental 

biologist Agnes Suazo who provides 
expertise to the Southern Ute In-
dian Tribe. Her task — Americorps 
language doesn't include the word 
job since members don't receive 
pay from the community — is to in-
ventory stock ranges on the South-
ern Ute Indian Reservation and 
recommend repair and improve-
ment of fences, stock ponds, dams 
and roads. Suazo, 38, represents 
Americorps' ideal of recruiting 
qualified people who want to re-
turn to areas like those they grew 
up in in an attempt to reverse what 
the government calls "braip drain" 
or exodus of creauve minds from 
rural areas. Suazo graduated from 
Fort Lewis College in 1990 and per-
formed seasonal and other work 
for a national forest in ldaho 
before taking the Americorps posi-
tion. 

"You know what? It feels like 
home," said Durango-raised Suazo 
of working on the reservation 
where her mother and other rela-
tives are buried. 

According to Ollie Powers, 
Americorps information and edu-
cation specialist at San Juan RC&D, 
Suazo's work will help bring the 
tribe closer to self-management of 
their own land. Their new conser-
vation corps will implement the 
upgradcs this summer. 

Powers is another AmeriCorps 
member, prepar-
ing media releas-
es about the pro-
gram and San 
Juan RC&D pro-
jects. Powers has a 
communications 
degree but did 
not work in her 
field for 10 years 
while raising her 
children. 

"This just has been really fun. 
I'm doing San Juan RC&D a service 
and they're doing me an even big-
ger one," said Powers, 40. She and 
the other AmeriCorps members get 
$6.65 an hour for working 1,700 
hours during one year and 54,725 
to apply toward their education. 

Like Powers, Mark Applequist is 
an ArneriCorps member in a time 
of transition. Applequist, 46, a 
longtime construction worker with 
a degree in forestry was looking for 
a change of career when his last 
child went to college. He is survey-
ing 200,000 acres of private wood-
lands in the San Juan Basin to 
determine timber quantity for pos-  

sible future logging. 
AmeriCorps member Dale 

White walks the nearly 300 square 
miles of Ute Mountain Ute Indian 
Reservation doing a natural re-
source inventory so the tribe can 
develop a grazing management 
plan. His educational award money 
is earmarked to repay his student 
loan from a recent masters pro-
gram where he earned a degree is 
natural resources management. 

Shannon Manfredi and Amy 
Callard were placed in the Region 

Nine Economic 

1990 with a humanities degree. She 
is helping organize a spring area 
growth conference and recently 
wrote a grant for a Four Corners 
sustainable forestry conference. 

Her AmeriCorps position has 
been an eye-opener, showing her 
that "region nine has its hand in 
everything" and that she wants to 
be in a community service-oriented 
job. "I think it fits," she said. 

Callard moved back to Durango 
after finishing her MBA degree in 
May. One of her projects is to help 
update the Overall Economic De-
velopment Plan, an exhaustive 
complilation of data on the imme-
diate five-county region. Recently 
she accompanied another Forest  

Service-sponsored Americorps 
member to that agency's regional 
meeting, an event she and Man-
fredi describe as breaking down 
walls between agencies. 

"I'm not sure the Forest Service 
would have done that before," said 
Canard. 

Todd Tucker, along with Carla 
Garrison and Tim Richard are For-
est Service-sponsored AmeriCorps 
members. Tucker is trying to help 
communities along the San Juan 
Skyway develop a land manage-
ment plan along the 236-mile sce-
nic loop. Tucker, 28, returned to 
his home town of Durango in De-
cember after receiving a landscape 
architecture degree outside the 
area. 

Garrison and Richard are work-
ing with Forest Service officials and 
other groups on the revised San 
Juan National Forest Plan Revision 
targeted for completion in 1999. 

Garrison is gathering economic 
data that will impact decisions on 
forest use, and Richard a sociologi-
cal profile of communities and 
their values. 

"We act as a liason between com-
munities and agencies," said Garri-
son, who is working on a masters 
degree in natural resource man-
agement. 

Enthusiasm is a common theme 
among the AmeriCorps members. 

"AmeriCorps has given to me 
what Durango has not," said Rich-
ard, who has struggled to live in 
Durango for 15 years. "I truly be-
lieve its an authentic attempt to 
provide a truly beneficial seriice to 

communities." 

. 
• 

"AmeriCorps has 
Development of-
fice and are deal-
ing with regional given to me what transportatio-

Durango has-not:17 ._ Rand growth. 

Tien "Mhnfre-drr 21,-  
volunteer grew up in Igna-

 cio and graduat-
ed from FLC in 

• 
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TIMES INDEPENDENT 
MOAB, COLORADO 
MAY 4, 1995 

Value-added agriculture 
products forum set t 

Alternative farming and - anawers are alternative and 
marketing methods will be the value-added agriculture. r 
topic of discussion at a meeting Alternative agriculture ie 
entitled "Gardeners' and the production of _non-food, 
Growers' Value-Added Agri- non-feed products from farm 
cultural Products Forum." and forest materials. 

The meeting, sponsored by Value-added agriculture is 
AmeriCorps, will be held on the practice of adding value th 
Thursday, May 4, at 4 p.m. in a product by marketing it in 
the Moab City Ha11 Council innovative ways. 
Chamber located at 115 West A good example of this is 
200 South in Moab. Agriboard Industries' manu-

With today's farming prac- facturing of panels made from 
tices, much more is harvested residual wheat straw which is 
from each acre of ground. This used for building houses. 
is both good and bad. Their system uses 65%-less 

The good part is that there is dimensional frame lumber 
a plentiful supply of farm than traditional wood con-
products available for the con- struction. This gives not only 
sumer. an environmental advantage, 

The bad part is prices are so but an economical advantage 
low it takes a larger harvest to as well. 
meet farm expenses. With prime farmland being 

This causes the farmer to sold to developers, small 
work harder to produce enough farms are becoming more 
to make a go of it, thereby driv- commonplace and cost effea.-
ing the prices even lower. tive. , 

Even though more is pro- These topics will be dis-
duced, the overabundance cussed at Thursday's meetint. 
creates a hardship for the For more information contadt 
farmer. Jackie at 259-4100 or Henry at 

What are the answers? Two 801-587-2271. i 

• 

e 



• MANCOS TIMES 
MANCOS, COLORADO 
SEPTEMBER 6, 1995 

U.S.D.A. AmeriCorps Director 
Visits Mancos Riverwalk Project 

• 

-Joel Berg, Director of the 
Natlonal. Se.rvice for U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
(U.S.D.A.) was in the Mancos 
area this past week to check 
out the Rlverwalk project. 

AmeriCorps. an extenslon 
of the U.S.D.A., is the Presi-
dent's national service initia-
tive to obtain results ln 
addressing the nation's criti-
cal education, human service, 
public safety and environ-
mental needs at the commun-
ity level. 

Berg. who runs the Arnert-
Corp program was out from 
Washington D.C. to take a 
look at the Riverwalk Project 
and many of the other projects 
in the area. 

Ray Carey, Mac Neely, Berg 
and other ArneriCorp mem-
bers walked along the River-
walk with a group of junior 
htgh students. Berg believed 
the Riverwalk was an excel-
lent project. He said he was 
able to grasp a small sense of 
the overall work put into the 
project. 

Berg said he was impressed 
with the project even more so 
when the principal and the 
Mayor were on hand to rneet 
him and disc uss the project. 
He appreciated the fact that  

ArneriCorp was getting things 
done and promoting things in 
the town at the same time. 
Berg sald the AmeriCorp 
members and students were 
learning and teaching each 
other through all of the 
projects. 

The Rlverwalk. worked on 
by ArneriCorp members. has 
given not only Mancos a 
chance to have a place to sit. 
rela.x and enjoy the river: but. 
the students can take advan-
tage of the learning possibili-
ties involved. Some of the stu-
dents suggested building a 
bridge to fish on, looking for 
microorganisms, testing the 
water for drinking, erecUng a 
trash can to recycle and many 
other ideas. 

Berg sald. -AmeriCorp 
members are bridging the gap 
between government and the 
people." He sald ArnertCorp 
was about rebuilding trust. 
solving problems. and sharing 
the load with the community. 
He said ArneriCorp helps peo-
ple realize the community nor 
the government cannot do it 
alone, they need each other. 

After walking around Man-
cos, Berg said the quarterly 
reports, which ran across his  

desk, did not show what was 
really going on. Exploring the 
flelds gave him an ldea of what 
AmeriCorps w a s 
accomplishing. 

While out in the field. Berg 
traveled to El Paso, Tx.. Tuc-
son, A.z.. Bernalillo, NM., 
Mesa Verde. Mancos and 
many other stops along the 
way. 

• 
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THE DAILY TIMES 
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MAY 16, 1995 

Americorps helps 
Ute Mountain Utes 
SPECIAL ro nit akar Ttmas 

Dale White• a recent Arneri-
Corps recruit, is doing an 
inventory of the Ute Mountain 
lite Reservation land south of 
the Colorado state line in New 
Mcxico. 

His project to assist thc Ute 
Mountain Ute Tribe in gather-
ing inforrnation for their land 
use management plan, a part of 
Geologil information System. 

Whitc has lived and worked 
construction jobs in Durango 
for 20years. After repeated con-
struction-related injuries, he 
decided to pursue a collcge 
e.ducation in natural resources. 

He identifies plants in the 
arid zor,e of northwestern Ncw 
Mexico ytile helping the 
Mpurtain Ute tribe cornpile 
infcrmation for a land manage-
ment plan. 

"You have to know what you 
have before you can plan," 
White said. . 

He drives about 80 miles to 
the survey location from his 
Cortez office. Most davs start 
with a stop at tribal headquar-
ters in Towaoc to pick up any 
information and tools needed 
for the day. 

Thcn he drives to a point east 
of Waterflow wherc a dirt road 
lakes him past the power plant 
to the reservation's New Mexi-

.co land. 
"I love this transitional zone 

.where the desert changes to 
mountains," Whitc said. 

His job is to walk an area 
docurnenting everything he 
sees. This could be anything 
from manmade structures like 
water tanks, roads, and fences 
to signs of wildlife in the area. 
The ability to identify animal 
tracks and scat is helpful. 

During the winter when there 
are no blooms, the identifica-
tion process include checking 
the root and/or seed. If that 
doesn't producc an answer, a 
changc of season will some-
times bring more clues. Mid-

f . - 
- ~taCY

 ' ••••• •• 4 , . , 

— 
• - „ 

plant coverage. He once spept 
two days in a small canyon 
because thc terrain was very 
stcep. 

White stops evcry four or 
five feet to examine something 
at his fect; either a grass clump, 
bush, animal track, prairic dog 
hole or soil type. 

He also makes a visual count 
on thc average percentages of a 
particular plant at that site. The 
variables that determine how 
many plants of a particular 
species will be found in an area 
are moisture, slope of the land 
and aspect of the land to the  

. At the days end, White trans-
fers his data onto a range site 
sheet that includes all his find-
ings about the area. This will 
eventually be mapped into a 
G1S to aid the Utes in creating a 
long range land use manage-
ment strategy-

White graduatcd from Fort 
Lewis College in 1990 witb a 
bachelor of science degree in 
earth syttem scicnce, a self-
directed major. In 1991, hc 
moved his family, wife Angie 
and threc daughters, to Keene, 
N.H., where he worked towards 
a master's degree of science in 

- - 

_ . 

to the Time' 
Dale Whlte of Durango inventories Ute ktilSi ntsin LiDollyte lend 
for land management uses. 
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Americorps visits camp, 
planting the seeds of hope 
By Stephen Delaney Hale 
South Carohno Bureau 

AIKEN — Aiken resident James Holland has long 

been a believer in national 5ervice. 
He is now putting his beliefs into action as a rnember 

of AmeriCorps. 
Often dubbed the dornestic Peace Corps, AmeriCorps 

was created last year by President Clinton as the answer 

ei ' promise for a national service organization. 
ednesday, the retired veteran and former school 

cher joined a team of volunteers who planted pine 

seedlings at Camp Long in eastern Aiken County. The 

half-dozen ArneriCorps members were creating an out-

door environmental education plot at the popular sum-

mer camp. 
When the kids return in the summer of 1995, they will 

study the effects of man on the environment through the 

se plots being prepared by the team. 
.'elt I could make a contribution here and at the 

same time enjoy it," said Mr. Holland, 54. "I am retired 

and not ready to sit on the porch yet." 
Thousands have already volunteered for service na-

Pleae see AMERICORPS on 13A 

RON COCXERILLESTAFF 

Americorps members Angela Brinkley 
(lett) and Amy Overstreet plant long leaf 

pines at Camp Long Wednesday. 

Americorps: 
Many want 
to help out 

Continued from 1A 

-tionwide. The reason why. accord• 
ing to othcr membcrs of the team 
pt Camp Long, is they feel the 
peed. 
- "I've always had a strong be-
lief in comrnunity service," said 
y.my Ovcrstrcct. a 22-year-old 
iWofford Collegc graduate. 

In August, Ms. Overstrcet. à 
;Columbia resident, is leaving for 
two years in the Peace Corps in 

:the Ivory Coast. She thinks this 
experience may be good prepara-
:lion. 
• A compatriot, Angela Brinkley, 
said watching her many nieces 
and nephews grow up in the inner 
.city inspired her to work with ru-
Tal children. Ms. Brinkley, also 22. 
'has an associate's degree and is 
:studying engineering at the Uni-
versity of South Carolina. 
• Both women plan to take ad-
.vantage of education credits they 
,are earning for their volunteer 
,work. Volunteers get a nominal 
living stipend, credit toward col-
lege tuition loans, work experi-i 
ience and training and, in some 
:cases, lodging. 

All of that is important, but 
!most say they get much more. 
, Jay Henderson, 24, of Colum-
:bia, said he joined because he 
likes working outdoors and want-

,ed "to do my part and help the en-
:vironment any way I can." 

All of them professed a deep 
:love and concern for the environ-
Iment and a compulsion  to  do i 
!something to benefit it. 
; Team leader Mary -Roe of 
;Powdersville, S.C., near Green-
:vine, described herself as the 
!"mid-life, career change, go-back-
Jo-get-your-masters-degree type." 
. She said the comrnon denomi-
nator for the group is the desire 

. for community service. 
"A need to help people," Ms. 

Roe said. 
Other AmeriCorps volunteers 

have complcted a six-week map-
ping of Edgefield County to help 
set up a 911 survey. Thcy have 
also done a farm survey in Abbe-
ville and a N% ater quality survey in 
Saluda County. 

Ms. Brinkley's summed up their purpose. saying simply shc 

AUGUSTA CHRONICLE 
AUGUSTA, GEORGIA 
JANUARY 3, 1995 



• 
• • 
• • 

• 
• • 
• 

rl 
• 

• 
• 

• . 

. LAST BUT
T

 - 
, ' NOT LEAS 

• • •, •••.; r: 

| .:Si10S\eSlnOkCSlaCkSlhaS 

•tht Bartldtt Bridges Program. . • - .. • ••• . : 

.•• Candy has acted as a resource fOr nurrieroirs 
organizations. luinging recognition to each one. Her Skills•aš 

a speaker, administrator, land fundraiser for SEAC 
recognized with Ihe presentation of thc Achieved Outstanding 

.thganization Award for 1992-1993. While working fot Silos 

k Smokestacks, hcr talents will bc devoted!•to - the, 

.establishment of a public markct sitc in • Waterloci which will -
feat ur e the sn k o f native lowa crafts and prodiletS yeat 'I-Out-Id:Y. 

Candy is "Joionv. the five national AmeriCorps Members 

welcomed to thc Silos A Smokestacks team. Their positions, 

represent thc value of Silos & Smok6stacks, as a p togiarri 

- , 

Worthy of nalional interest 311d support. To find out how yoili 

too can Uecotne involved in Silos & Smokestacks; call Loni 
. , /J.s - ,, ,.,«- 

• Welch Street( is the AnzekiCorps 
, .  

.... 
,.,  . . : Public Market and. Auj-Tourisill 
,..  _  . 

•• .• .. Organizer for Silos & Smokestacks. • 
-  ,, : 
•••  . She is a graduate of UNI, having-

attained a Bachelors of Arts degree 
, with an emphasis in business, social, 

►
 - 

, • I and behavioral seicttcc:•- .""----“-"%---
, . At UNI shc scrvcd as co-fOunder,-,.., \ 

r s 
0  -. ;. p r c s i d c 1 l t ;.' a h d . f It i i d f a i t t rf 6 i 'tli 

t- .- . — 
. .Student Environmental :Action .. 

. . Coalition (SEAC). Iler term in•these . . • . . roles was not uncommon. —  She . , 
' , served both as vicc'-president of•the. . , . 1...., .._ • UI•11 Conservation.Club and'aš'hil" 

: 0161" 1" Talleilimilif" ili  International Student Counselor.16/.., 

introduced all but one AmeriCorps ..
, 

v 
member assigned to its staff. Candy . 

l • 

f 

i|i(3l0123:.1 GT . • . . 

• 
WATERLOO/CEDAR FALLS COURIER 
CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 
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Welcon7e tO USDAIAMericolps 
When Prcsident Lincoln 

signed into law rhe act of Con-
gress establishing the. Unitcd 
States Department of Agricul-
ture on May 15, (862. he did so 
with a vision of USDA as the 
people's department. 

It is most fitting then, that 
the people's department is lead-
ing the effort to bring die prcsi-
dent's national service program 
to fruition. USDA\ArneriCorps 
members will bc planting the 
seeds in Arnerica .for a future 
built on volunteerism and com-
munity. 

The purpose of the Arneri-
Corps program is to get things 
done using the concept of 
national service as a vehicle. It 
offers opportunities to Ameri-
cans to serve their country and  

earn education awards in return. 
It is a gras.s roots effon to solve 
the problems facing communi-
ties across the nation. 

Iowa Counry has five Arneri-
Corps members who are work-
ing out of the National Re-
sources Con.seration Service 
(formally SCS) office on the 
square in Williamsburg. In the 
next couple of weeks we will be 
giving you some information on 
these volunteers starting with 
Patrick Lake this week. 

Patrick .  (Pat) Lake, age 23. 
frorn Fort Madison, is majoring 
in geography with emphasis on 
environmental studies. He spent 
two years at Western Illinois 
Scam. gin ArneriCorps wetland.s 
It's . right up my alley.. It's 
exactly what I wanted to get 
into, especially right. 'after 
school: stated Pat. . • 

He antic:gams being able to 
apply classroom principles of 
geography to practical experi-
ence in the field. 

Seeing.  how the' land re-
spon.ds to the efforts of the wet-
lands restoration project will 
interest Pat• as he is--able to see 
tangible results in.the'restora-
tion of bottbmland.s-into wet-
lands...—. . . . 

Pat became interested in 
geography and subsequently 
wetlands after a.c!ass at West-
ern Illinois under the noted 
expert, Dr. Viner. 

Pat sees a need for effective 
wetlands management in the 
future and plans to continue his 

-; - -- -.. 
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Team helping 
farmers enroll in 
watershed program 
By KEN SWEENEY • 

A new volunteex organizarion initialed by 

President Clinton is making its presence felt 

in lnwa County, 
Five young *dulls, all AmeriCorps volun-

teers from throughout the Midwest, set up 

shop in early October in the former Soil 

Conser vMi on Service office on the west side 

of the square in downtown Williamsburg. 

1 ho main purpose of this group, according 

to Paul I ief (ion, public information officer, is 

to )icip get landowners along the lowa River 

basin apply for and gel enrolled in the Einer-

. gency Wetlands Reserve Program (EWRP). 

UMBRELLA ORGANIZATION 
lleffron explained that AmeriCorps is an 

umbrella orgrutization puts a number of 

domestic volunteer service organizations 

under one agency. AlthoUgh AmeriCorps 

volunteers VEC not federal employees, thc 

pt ograni is administered through the U.S. 

Department of Apiculture. 

According to a USDA/AmeriCorps publi-

cation, the purpose of die AmeriCorps pro• 

grain "is to 'get things done,' using the con-

cept of national rervice as a vehicle. II offers 

opportunities to Americans to serve their  

country and earn education awards in return. ll is 

a grassroots effort lo solve the problems facing 

communities across the nation. 

More simply, lleffroa said, il can best be 

described as a "domestic Peace Corps." 

AmeriCorps volunteers roust be high school 

graduates. According to lieffron, collcge gradu-

ates are preferred. )uriisg their terms of service, 

members rue paid a living allowance which 

amounts to about $6.60 an hour. Members must 

perform 1,812 hours 'of service in no kss than 

nine months and no nsore Man 12 months. 

A( the end of their terms, me inbers are given an 

educational award worth 34,725 which cart be 

used for college, job training or repayment of 

student loans. 
Both public agencies and private, non-prolit 

organizatious can apply for AmeriCorps proj-

ects. The projects vury widcly from conservation 

to domestic violence to historic preservation. 

VARIETY OF EXPERIENCE 

Members of the Williamsburg-based group 

have a wide variety of experience and education. 

lleffron, 22, the public information officer for 

the group, is froinCenterville and is u graduate of 

Creighton University, Omaha, with a degree in 

history. ( le said last summer lie did some work In 

the Dominican Republic for the Insliture for 

Latin American Concerti and this service wade 

him decide lo volunteer for AmeriCorps duty. 

Jeff Chase, 25, of Cedar Rapids, is a graduate 

of tipper lowa University, Fayelte, wills a degree 

in conservation managemcni. Whilc at Uppcr 
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AmorlCorps volunteers working in lowa County ere, from lelt, front: Jett Chase; 

back: Terri Abbell, Ezana Flabte-Fabr, Patrick Lake and Paul Heffron. 

Iowa, hc volunteered for the Cominiltec for the heavily involved in outdoor pornii(1, eve-
. 

National wild Tuikey Federation and was u 

leader with Wetland for lowa. Ile also was See AMERICORPS, page12 

ei 
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AMERICORPS: Goal is • 

flood control on bottom land 
• 

• 

. 
(Continued frorn page 1.) 
cially archery. . 

Terri Abbett, 31, is from Kansa.s and 
holds a bachelor's degree in 'biology 
from Missouri State University, War-
rensburg, and a master's degree in envi-
ronmental biology from Emporia State 
Universiry, Ernporia, Kan. 

She spent this sumrner working with 
che Univesiry of Missouri, researching 
the Iadiana bac in northern Missouri. 
Her spezialty, however, is songbirds, 
having studied songbird diversity at 
Emporia: While at Warrensburg, she 
studied songbirds and mammals of 
Nevada and was'attacked while attempt-
ing to count eggs in an owl's nest. 

Patrick Lake, 23, is from Fort Madi-
son and will graduate from the Univer- 
sity of Iowa in December with a rnajor 
in geography with emphasis on envi-
ronmental studies. He alsc spent two 
years at Western Illinois University, 
Macomb, where he studied georgraphy 
and wetlands. 

Ezana Habte-Gabr, 27, is from Er-
itrea, a country which gained its Inde-
pendence from Ethiopia in 1991, but 
has spent most of his life in Iowa. He 
has a degree in georgraphy from the 
University of Iowa and is currently 
working toward a master's degree in ge-
ography frorn the University of North-
ern Iowa. He is engaged to be rnarried 
to a Colombian citizen from Bogata. 

Habte-Gabr said giving service to. 
AmeriCorps while acquiring experience 
on GIS (Geographic Information Sys- 
tem) is a great way to learn about GIS 
as well as giving something back to the 
State of Iowa. 

Heffroa said the project which the 
five will be working on was proposed 
by the Soil Conservation Service 
(SCS). It involves nearly 50.000 acres 
of the Iowa River floodplain, spanning 
nearly 45 river rniles from.  the 
Meskwakie lndian Reservation near 
Tarna to the Mississippi River. Their • ... . • • 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources. 
Pheasants Forever and Ducks Unlim-
ited. 

PROJECT OBJECTTVES 
For their projecr, the ArnerCorps 

members will be: 
• Restoring wetlands by helping 

landowners in the ba.sin enroll in the 
Ernergency Wetlands Reserve Progam; 

• Developing and implementing an 
inventory of existing wetland easements 
and other potential sites using a CiS 
Iayer: 

• Assisting the Iowa Rivcr Corridor 
coordinator in implementing the objee-
tives of the IRC vision statement; 

• Developing and implementing an 
inventory of special water qual-
ity/wetland restnration projects; and 

• Developing and implernencing a 
public inforraation prograrn on we:-
lands, alternative tloodplain manaet-
ment and water qualiry, 

The project proposal indicates there 
are approximatelv 4.00 landowners in 
the nine counties of the Iowa River 
basin. The AmeriCorps members wiil 
be helping with applications and help-
ing landowners do the plans and cocvert 
the lands back to wetlands. 

FLOOD CONTROL 
Heffron and Chase explained that the 

primary goal of the project is flood 
coarrol on bottom Lend that has been 
cropped periodically, interspersed by 
years when the lend is under water. 

Landowners enrolled in EWRP do nor 
contribute any of their own funds :o 
restoration. In exchange for a perpetual 
wetlands easement, landowners receive 
S837 an acre, with 75 percent payable 
at the start of the project and :he re-
mainder when restoration Ls conapleted. 

Heffron said landowners have 
until Dec. 31 t.o sign up for the 

- -• "1`...1•17)13 
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camp will open June 7, and close Aug. 12. 

The Arnericorps program also ends in August. 

and McCartney said the volunteers are booked 

solid at pther places until then. 
"We wouldn't bc ahle to (rnake these 

improvements) without them," Blythe said. 

The camp also has 18 horses and mountain 

bikes for children to ride. lt was started in 

1964, but "took off" in 1988, according to 

Blythe. 
"You never grow old out here - the kids 

won't let you," he said. 
"This has been the best place I've worked 

so far — it's fun," said an Americorps volunteer, 

Larry Warcup, of Jacksonville. 

His co-worker, Joe Daniels of Pleasant 

Hill, agreed — at least in one regard. 

"It's fun," he said. "But it doesn't pay very 

good." 
If s paying pretty well for Jensen Woods 

and they have providcd a boost to the camp 

by putting it ahead of schedule on several 

improvements. 
"I was looking at doing all this myself," 

Blythe said. "It's a good deal for them too, 

because they lcarn a lot of skills hcre," Blythe 

said. 
So far, the workers have added on to 

„ treehouses.hung doors, painted, drywalled, 

and installed a furnace. They will also build 
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, "We did duct work, and I don't think any 

of them had even seen duct work before." 

-said Blythe, who worked in the heating and 

cooling husincss for 20 years. 

Jensen Woods is a 550 acre camp affiliated 

-with the Ccntral Illinois Conference of the 

United Methodist Church. It averages around 

550 kids a year. Blythe works in thc office at 

• Bloomington in the winter, and the camp 

•• during the summer. 
The workers started the first of April. The 
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Mapping the County 

• 

• 

• - • . • • 

H•W Photo/Wane! Kip!ey 
system that would supply the addresses of emer-
gency sites. 

- • • • 
Americorps crew members Starr McDaniles, left, 

and Darlene tvarson check their progress'In "map-
ping" building addresses In Adams County town-
ships. The work Is a step toward an enhanced 911 • _ . 

Team maps rurai 
part of county 

Starr McDaniles and Darlene 
Ivarson attract some attention as 
they drive slowly through rural 
Adams County townships and 
study each building. 

People ask if they're out looking 
for mushrooms or if they're lost 
and need help. 

Sometimes the situation is re-
versed. "We get flagged down and 
asked for directions," Ivarson 
said. ' 

Whether they can answer the 
question or not, they're working to 
r sure people get to the right 
: on in emergency situations. 
. McDaniles and Ivarson are part 
of a five-member AmeriCorps 
team "mapping" each building 

and its address throughout Adams 
County. They're taking the first 
steps toward an enhanced 911 
system that automatically sup-
plies an address for the emer-
gency site. 

The crews first mapped existing 
addresses for homes and buildings 
in the county's 13 incorporated 
villages and some townships. 

"It lays the groundwork to as-
sign addresses to everybody in the 
county," said Mark Warren with 
Klingner & Associates. "All ad-
dresses will be street-style ad-
dr- -e,s like in Quincy." 

\ 's tedious and time-
consuming. It requires a great 
deal of concentration," said crew 
rnember Bob Gillespy. "After a 
while my vision blurred from 
marking little houses on the map 
and looking ahead, then going 
back to check stuff." 



• 
JULY 7, 1995 
BAYLIS, ILLINOIS 

The Pike Press 
more news of Pike Coupty than any other source. 

BAYLIS 
~'7c.^Pr.~"^~T••„-.:, ....... ;-r. ---~r+~-,-•--, 

13y MANDY LEWIS, 336-2671 

Americorps 
sprucing 
up Baylis 

Menilicrs or Aniericorps wcre in 
Baylis last week.'llicy helped wove 
the llunor Roll sign up by ihe town 
hall, painted a couple of rooms in 
the town hall and did filing. They 
plan to do :natty other tasks fur tlic 
village. This is frcc Iabor to the vil-
lage while the individuals arc 
acquiring uscful and knowledgeable 
skills. 

• 



VFW wants liquor license 
Barry VFW Commander Everett Dolbeare asked council last 

night about the possibdity of a liquor license for the ciub, which 
has a clubhouse on Decatur 1 1/2 blocks from route 106. 

Dolbeare said the club would like to sell only beer and only 3-4 
nights a week_ . 

He was told a first step would have to be getting the clubhouse 
rezoned commercial. It is residential, and the liquor ordinance 
prohibits licenses in that zone. 

Mayor Ed Venicombe did not know whether a license is availa-
ble. and city attorney Mike Hollahan said he would check. 

Public works director Bob Dieker said he would let Dolbeare 
know when the zoning committee is to meet. 

"What do you feel is the 
biggest problem in Barry?" 

363 responded to this, but 
many answers were similar to 
what they liked the lea.st_ The 
first two, however, were a little 
different_ The top five: 

22 — Too few activities for 
teenagers, young adults and sen-
ior citizens. _ 

22 — Drugs and alcohol 
caused by too few activities. 

22 — Streets and sidewalks 
need repair. 

21 — -Too many police offi-
cers. 

l'7 — Lack of jobs. 

WESTERN EXPRESS 
BARRY, I LLINOI S 

JULY 11, 1995 

Friendly people and bad roads 

Citizens teH what they like and dislike about Barry 
By TOM COULSON 

According to Americorps, the 
people of Ban-y ldce its fnendly 
helpful people most, and its roads 
and sidewalks least_ 

These are two of dozens of 
findings relayed to council last 
night by Darlene Ivarson and Starr 
McDaniles. 

Ivarson and McDaniels, during 
May 11-June 9, delivered 541 
questionnaires and had 351 re-
turned — 65%. Of the returns, 310 
wcre filled ouo 

Thcse are some of the things 
the survey shows: 

+ One-half of respondents 
have lived in Barry 26 ycars or 
longer. and 90% expect to be liv-
ing there five years from now. 

+ Although the largest single 
group of respondents was older 
than 70, the response was fairly 
uniformly distributed across age 
ranges. - 

+ Fifty-two percent have high 
school diplomas, 23% some col-
lege, and 8% college degrees. 

+ Of 301 who answered a 
work question. 76 werk in Barry, 
115 elsewhere, 111 are retired.. 

+ Of the 115 commutcrs, five 
work less than six miles away, 14 
work 7-15 miles away, 40 work 
16-30 miles away, 15 work 31-40 
miles away, and 10 more than 40. 

• 

LIKES AND DISLIKES 
"What three things do you 

like most ab,s,,t Barry?" 

172 responded to this with a to-
tal of 519 comments. The top five: 

206 — Friendly. helpful people. 
85 — Small rural town setting. 
39 — Businesses. 
37 — Quiet, peaceful neighbor-

hood. 
26 — Library and churches. 

Fourteen other factors were 
listed. including (in descending 
ordcr) good schools; progessive 
and improving; low crime ratc; 
police, fire and ambulance depart-
ments: security; excellent city 
services including pool; clean: 
parks; community spirit including 
festivals; meets most basic needs; 
low cost of living; close to major 
roads: good senior housing; and 
American Legion. 

"What three things do you 
like least about Barry?" 

259 responded to this with 322 
comments. The top five: 

58 — Roads and sidewalks. 
35 — Some people get treated 

betier than others. 
30 — Too many police officers. 
27 — Unresponsive govern-

ment. 
22 — Run down houses. 
Twelve other factors received 

votes, including (in descending 
order) drugs and liquor problem, 
lack of jobs, dogs and cats roam-
ing, not enough for young people 
to do, trucks parked around cen-
tral park and over city, lack of 
avaiLable housing, children run-
ning the streets, education sys-
tem, sewer system, too many city 
employees not doing their work, 
no zoning, too much low.  income 
housing. 

A question about historic pres-
ervation was answered by 98 per-
sons with 108 suggestions. The 
question: 

"Are there any historical or 
geographical features you 
would like to see preserved in 
your area?" 

The leading answers: 
35 — Downtown buildings. 
17 — Old homes. 
11 — Cemetery. 
11 — Park 
6 — Churches. 
Other responses included his-

torical monument, library, stone 
bridge on Bainbridge, Bennett 
Springs, bluff area west of Barry, 
Indian mounds, school, restore 
top of bank building, forests, 
Watson property, museum. Ber-
nie Keller farmhouse. bandstand 
and Mortimer Street House.  

"Where do you shop?" 
A big majority of respondent 

shop at home for groceries, gaso 
line and bank service. Quincy 
the favorite source for clothing. 

Market comparisions: 
Groceries — Barry 246. Quin 

cy 65, Pittsfield 29, other 28. 
Clothing — Quincy 125. oche: 

109. Pittsfield 37. Barry 38. 
Gasoline — Barry 172. othe: 

96, Quincy 22, Pittsfield 19. 
Banking — Barry 247. othc: 

48, Piusfield 23, Quincy 11. 

One-half of respondents be-
lieve Barry's downtown business 
will increase: 35% bdieve it wilt 
decrease. 

Eighry percent want tourism 
to increa;e. 

This was a 'needs assessment 
survey" conducted by Two Riv-
ers RC&D's Arnericorps rural 
development team. 

Beginning May 11. Ivarson 
and McDaniles distributed fon-ns 
with requests they be returned in 
three days. 
•On the third day, the tearn 

gathered surveys of persons who 
were home or had left them in 
the door to pick up. 

If residents were not home, 
surveyors made one more at-
tempt. After that signs were post-
ed asking citizens to return forrns 
to citv hall. 

"The 64.9% return was verv 
good." Ivarson said. "Anything 
over 50% is good." 

• 



\ AT A GLANCE 

The findings of a recent Pittsfield central busimss 
district survey include: 

II The district had 674 employees - 482 full-time and 
192 part-time. 

III Employers classified the workforce as 54.9 percent 
white collar and 45.1 percent blue collar. 

III Seventy-one of the 111 establishments surveyed are 
owner-occupied. Forty rent or lease the property. 

III Retailers represented the largest group of employers 
with 26 — or 23.4 percent of the total. 

■ Five commercial establishments — Kientzle Shoe 
Store, the Pike Press, First Bank, Farmers State Bank and 
Alexander Lumber — were established prior to 19O0. 

• Forty-nine of the businesses surveyed were established 
since 1981, with 26 coming after 1990. 

• Fifty-nine percent of the non-residential structures were 
rated in good to very good condition. Forty-nine of the 
buildings had the original facade. 

IN The district has 602 on-street parking spaces and 629 
spaces in parking lots. \ 

The Quincy Herald-Whig ILLINOIS Wednesday, January 18, 1995 Page 7A LI 

PittSeldSUXveFJadingSSig#iaCaK9 
By Deborah Gertz 
Herakl-Whig Staff wow 

PITTSFIELD, Ill. — Look at 
downtown Pittsfield as an em-
ployer, and it's the largest one in 
Pike County. 

The downtown area has 122 
businesses, churches and fraternal 
organizations and 674 employees, 
based on findings from a recent 
central business district survey. 

"That's significant," said Robin 
Hendley, tbe city's econornic de-
velopment director. 

"I had no idea there were that 
many businesses in that small of 
an area and that many employ-
ees." 

The survey, done by Headley's 
office and two rural development 
tearn members from the Ame-
riCorps progam through Two 
Rivers Resource Conservation and 

' Development, looked at a nine-
block area bordered by Memorial, 
Jackson, Jefferson and Fayette 
st.reets. Interviews were done with 
111 — 90.9 percent — of the 
establishments. 

"I don't see how you can de-
velop any kind of strategy without 
data and information to base it 
on," Hendley said. "It's a good 

0 

baseline, something good to start 
with." 

Business owners/rnanagers 
were asked about the product or 
service offered, the year es-
tablished, employment levels, 
classification of employees and  

use of upper floors. The survey 
also looked at structural roof and 
facade condition and use of 
basements. 

"It gives you a lot of informa-
tion," said Mayor Rick Conner. 
" o knows what some of this  

data will be useful for at a later 
date?" 

The survey, for example, could 
help the city look at parking 
needs, Conner said. "If the traffic 
patterns continue, the city could 
look at public/private partner-
ships ... leasing parking for cer-
tain hours." 

Conner also pointed to the 
number of businesses established 
since 1990. 

"Eight or 10 years ago there 
was a downswing in the core area 
of the community and the council 
became aggressive in promoting 
the downtown area. Now it's 
showing Its full effects," he said. 
"I think we have an extremely 
solid downtown area compared to 
most communities our size." 

Business owners and managers 
also take pride in their buildings. 
"Over 50 percent of the buildings 
are in good to very good (condi-
tion)," Hendley said. "They do 
take care of them." 

Many business owners and 
managers offered comments and 
suggestions about the downtown. 
"Thirty people were very happy" 
with the area, Hendley said. 
"That's a real good sign." 
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EAST ST. LOUIS JOURNAL 
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Americiorp seeking 

sites for. spruce-up 
By Mike Viola 
Statf writer 

Weed-infested lots throughout 
East St. Louis and neighboring 
communities will be receiving a 
facelift from participants in a 
new work program. 

Organizers of the ArneriCorps 
Project are asking members of 
the community to let them how 
of lots that can bc transformed 
from cyesores to bright spots in 
the community. 

"We are looking to create 
urban gardens, clean up play-
grounds and add mini-parks in 
the community," said Arthur 
Johnson, speakin.g for the local 
ArneriCorps Project. 

The garden park project is a 
joint effort between ArneriCorps 
and Make East St. Louis Beauti-
ful. While the project concen-
trates in East St. Louis, vacant 
lots can also be transformed in 
neighboring communities 
through ArneriCorps. 

Anyone with suggetitions on a 
sitc that could be turned into a 
community garden or mini-park 
should can Rufus Williams or 
Don Wallace at 583-2519. 

ArneriCorps was formed in 
East St. Louis this summer as a 
domestic form of the Peace 
Corps. It is being administered 

(See GARDEN, Page 4A) 

• 
*Garden 
-(Contiritied from Page 1A) 
0:Tough State Comrnunity Col-
14ie. 

ar ti c ip an ts in the year-long 
program are paid $147 per week 
=1 receive up to $4,275 at the 
era of the year to advance their 
tgpcation. 

ilver the next year, Ameri-
Zrps participants are expected 
to:t. accomplish the following 

JO Ie5l05e 20 e81eCW Or abndODedIO j S]sentj2]xt. 
Es

is
 to state and federal stan-

e' To clean up and beautify 
vaca.nt acreage at Statc Commu-
nity College and to renovate the 
greenhouse at East St. Louis 
Senior High School. 

To restore athletic fields, 
several floral gardens, a lagoon, 
a stream channel and renovate a 
greenhouse in the East St. Louis 
1Dark District. 

AmeriCorps workers also will 
be involved in clean-up work 
from last year's flood along the 
Mississippi River throughout the 
Metro East. 
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CALHOUN NEWS 

BRUSSELS, ILLINOIS 
JULY 12, 1995 

Brussels Historic Jail Renovated • 
• 

The• historic jail building in 
Brussels recently received a face-lift. 
Darlene Ivarson and Starr 
McDaniels, volunteers from the 
Ameri Corps Rural Development 
Team, provided the labor to 
refurbish the old building. A fresh 
coat of paint was applied to the 
exterior and the interior has a 
display of early prison life. 

The jail will be open on 
wcekends from noon to 5 p.m. for 

• ( 

visitors to stop by. The jail is 
located on Main Street by the 
Brussels Tavern, Wood Duck and 
Grandma's Attic antique shop. 

Mayor Sarah A. Kinder is pleased 
with the upkeep of all the historic 
homes and buildings in Brussels. 
"A drive through quaint Brussels 
takcs one back to the late 1800's 
and is a pleasant experience," 
commented Mayor Kinder. 
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program, sponsored locally by tbe 
Two Rivers Resource Conserva-
boo and Development Corp. in 
Pittsfield. 

"I tell people It's President 
Clinton's national community 
service initiative, his answer to 
the Peace Corps," said Bill 
McCartney, Two Rivers executive 
director and ArneriCorps coor-
dinator. 

"These people will be working 
here within the confines of the 
United States to help communities 
improve environmental, public 
safety, health and human needs." 

Nine people will work with the 
rural economic development pro-
gram, while six others will focus 
on public lands and environment 
in tlw area served by Two Rivers. 
That includes Adam, Brown, 
Calhoun, PLke and Schuyler coun-
ties. 

Each will earn a salary and a 
84,725 scholarship after 1,700 
bows of service. The workers 
start Monday and will finish in 
August 1995. 

Denison, 22, will work with the 
rural economic development team 
— and be'll be meeting people 
that could help bins in tbe future. 

It's a good program to push 
me ahead to where I need to be," 
said Denison, who Uves ln Pitts-
field. 

Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) contract holders about fu-
ture plans for the land. "There 
will be a series of questions the 
team puts together with the end 
result being some alternatives 
people caa go into rather than 
corn and soybeans," McCartney 
sald. 

If time permits, team members 
wlll work to create interest in 
using local resources to build 
timber bridges. 

"It hasn't been any problem at 
all finding work for these folks," 
McCartney said. "We want to get 
something at least ln every 
county," 

Jamie Totsch, wbo lives 1n 
Clayton, will work with tbe public 
land and environment team. flat 
team will work with streambank 
stabilization, some flood cleanup 
work, build a wetland in Calhoun 
County and work witb tree and 
shrub planting across the region_ 

"I know pretty much bow to do 
the things we want to do, but the 
college after will help me out," he 
aaid. "I want to go to college for 
forestry or landscaping ... I love 
working outside." 

Totsch, 18, wa.s working on a 
temporary basis at Siloam Springs 
State Park when be heard about 
the Amer1Corps program. "I bope 
it will be a good step for the 
future," be said. 

-This will make them aware of 

The workers will spend tbeir 
first week in orientation and In-
itial training. Sessions on first ald, 
c ardi op ul m on a ry resusci t a tion 
and teambuilding are planned 
afoot with visits to the work sites. 

'The end result hopefully, will be 
stuff tbe community can use to 

PITTSFIELD, _ Two 
year3  work with business and target 

ago, Chad Demi.son started school other businesses to move In," 
at Western Illinois University In McCartney zaid. 

'Macomb. The team also will interview all 

By Deborah Gertz 
Wrikor  

Then he ran out of money, fore-
, ing him to enter the job market 
and put his educatioo on bold. 

A new (ederal program now 
will give Denison the chance to 
earn more job skills — and money 
for college. 

Denison Ls one of 15 people 
hired for tbe national AmeriCorps 

careers and opportunities they 
in=ever saw before," 
M salt 

The Quincy Herald-Whig, Friday, October 14, 1994 ci 7/ 

Area AmeriCorps participants begin jobs Monday 

promises to benefit communities, across the 'This is more tban a job. We want to region — and tbe workers who earn job skills provide a living allowance and an op-and a scholarship. portunity to get on to school." 
McCartney screened 41 applicants. Many Anyone over 17 years of age including high came from the five-county area, but some school dropouts, high school graduates, col-from a.s far away as Springfield and Ed- lege students, college graduates and proles-wardsville. . sional school graduates is eligible lor the "What we looked at was what they wanted nationwide program. 

to do with their lives," McCartney said. He Ls More information about AmeriCorps Is tbe AmeriCorps coordinator and executive available by calling McCartney at 285-4114 director of Two Rivers Resource Conserva- or the national AmeriCorps botllne at 1-800-tion and Development in Pittsfield. 880-4183. 
- , 

Communities, workers benefit from program's projects 
PITTSFIELD, Ill. - Bill McCartney wants 

to get the AmeriCorps prograrn up and 
running after Investing weeks in prepara-
tions. 

The workers — 15 serving Adams, Brown, 
Calhoun, Pike and Schuyler counties — begin 
their jobs Mooday. A formal kickoff for the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture program will 
take place Friday morning tn Qulncy's 
Moorman Park. 

Field projects will range from economic 
devlopment to flood cleanup. The program 

• e 
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Local appkants sought for naeriCor s 
By ROSALYNNE HARTY 
REGIONAL EDITOR 

PITISFIELD - Bill McCartney is 
looking for some trailblazers to join 
the new federal AmeriCorps. 

McCartney, a Soil Conservation 
Service employee working with Two 
Rivers Resource Economic Develop-
ment Corp., is trying to recruit ser-
vice-minded workers to build hiking 
and bike trails as well as be pioneers 
in the new Clinton service corps. 

"We're trying to accomplish things 
within the communities that they 
probably wouldn't be able to accom-

. 1 

plish without their help," McCartney 
id. 
The tasks, which range from taking 

surveys to planting trees, also will 
provide exposure to careers in agri-
culture, forestry, horticulture and ru-
ral development. 

"Here is a chance to get a little 
scholarship to go to school, and may- 
be expose people to some careers — 
find out what they want to do the rest 
of their life," McCartney said. 

cc 
Here is a chance to 

get a little scholarship 
to go to school, and 

maybe expose people 
to some careers — 
find out what they 

want to do the rest of 
their life." 

Bill McCartney 
Soil Conservation Service 

employee 

AmeriCorps applicants must be 17 
"up to whatever," McCartney said. 
Workers wiil be paid a modest salary, 
plus health benefits, while earning 
stipends for higher education or to 
repay college loans. Tbe program is  

loosely modeled on the GI Bill and 
offers educational benefits in return 
for service. 

The 15 workers in the Two Rivers 
area will be among 400 AmeriCorps 
members in Illinois this year. Other 
groups will work with river-quality 
monitoring, day-care and other com- 
munity service projects. 

The Two Rivers teams will be as-
signed to work in Adams, Brown, Cal-
houn, Pike and Schuyler counties. 

Nine AmeriCorps members are be-
ing recruited for the Public Lands 
and Environment team. Those work-
ers, who will earn $7,600 for 1,700 
hours work, will build hike and bike 
trails, a 50-acre wetland, an environ-
mental education center that will 
serve six counties, and help stabilize 
streambanks that were damaged in 
the Flood of '93. 

Some of the workers will work with 
park districts and not-for-profit 
groups that deal with environmental 
issues. 

Six AmeriCorps members are  

needed for the rural development 
team, which will be working on three 
main projects: a small-town business 
research and retention project, re-
quiring surveys and information-
gathering; research into possible al-
ternative uses for farmland that will 
soon be coming out of the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program; and surveying 
local township and county officials 
about pending bridge replacements 
to see if a market can be created for 
local wood for timber bridges. 

These workers will be paid $12,000 
for 1,700 hours. 

The application period has been 
extended to Sept. 23. For more infor-
mation or to apply, contact McCart-
ney at 285-4114 or by writing: Two 
Rivers Resource Conservation and 
Development Corp., 110 Fayetre, 
Pittsfield, I11. 62363. 

For information on other Illinois 

AmeriCorps programs call the lieu-

tenant governor's office at 1-800-SO-

5848. The national information num-

ber is 1-800-942-6777. • 



Where New Canton buys what 
Where do you shop for the following? 

New Canton 
Barry 
Pittsfield 
Quincy 
Missouri 
elsewhere 

Groceries 
55 
29 

"7 
47 
16 
4 

Clothing
() 
2 

• 23 
65 
32 
11 

Gasoline 
39 
6 
2 

14 
56 

5 

Information from AmcriCorps survey of New Canton in spring 
of 1995. Many people answered more than one place. 

neighbors. 38 said friendly peo-
ple, 20 said quiet community, 13 
said low crime rate and 11 said 
everyone knows everyone. 

LARGE RESPONSE 
Of the 162 surveys distributed, 

109 were returned, a return of 
67.3%. 

"That's better than average," 
lvarson said. 

Of those returning the survey, 
49% lived in New Canton all of 
their lives and 87% expected to 
be living therc five ycars from 
now. "No" was the response of 
8% whose destinations upon 
moving included Barry, Hull and 
Pike County. 

When asked if New Canton 
had a high crime rate, 74% said 
no and suggestions for reducing 
crime were a full- or part-time 
deputy, recreation for kids and 
enforcement of curfew. 

A large majority of residents, 
79%, would like to see more po-
lice protection, but of that 79%, 
51% didn't feel the town should 
pay for it. 

Tourism garnered a 55% ap-
proval. 

When asked if they wcre satis-
fied with education. 70% said ycs 
and with housing, 51% yes. 

The board plans to distribute 
the results to residents. 

WESTERN EXPRESS 
NEW CANTON, ILLINOIS 
JUNE 20, 1995 

Appearance biggest complaint 
e 

e 

New Canton survey parallels 
village board issues 

By DAN LONG 

A recent survey of New Canton 
appeared to reflect issues the 
board has been dealing with over 
the past few months. 

The survey, conducted by 
AmeriCorps volunteers Starr 
McDaniles and Darlene Ivarson, 
asked residents several questions 
about what they saw as good and 
bad about New Canton. 

"They presented the results to 
the board Tuesday night. 

When asked what three things 
were liked least about the commu-
nity. 24 mentioned appearance of 
town. 19 mentioned lack of activi-
ties for young people, 17 men-
tioned problems with children, 
and 17 mentioned losing and lack 
of businesses. 

When asked the biggest prob. 
lem in town, 19 said lcids in crime 
and mischief, 14 said no activities 
for young people, 14 said appear-
ance of town and 10 said lack of 
community spirit. 

The town board recently spon-
sored a clean-up day and is work-
ing .On removal of inoperable and 
unsightly vehicles. 

Activities and problems with 
youth may be addressed soon by a 
business proposal involving the 
school building. 

When. asked if the school 
should becorne a community cen-
ter, 79% said yes, 16% no and 5% 
didn't know. Two people said it 
would be too costly, two ihought 
it was comdemned. one said it 
should be torn down, and one said 
it wassin bad shape. 

Preserving it as a historical site 
was suggested by 18 people. 

One person suggested the ball 
diamond should bc cleaned up, a 
plan the beard set in motion a few  

but house numbers are a project 
that is in motion. 

When asked what New Canton 
needed most, 16 responses said 
more businesses, 13 said "things 
to do." 13 said local police officer ., 
and 11 said a communqy center. 

Housing and cleaning up the 
town also made the list. 

Support of outside assistance 
received approval of 64% of resi-
dents, 6% said no, 29% didn't 
know and 1% said it depended on 
amount of government involve- , 
ment. 

That approval appears to paral-
lel interest in grants , housing 
grants for rehabilitating the ball 
diamond. 

months ago. 
Mentioned specifically as lost 

or lacking businesses were hard-
ware store, carwash and medical 

•care. Not mentioned were the de-
parture of Kiser Creek and soon 
departure of Gates Repair to Bar-
ry. 

Other least liked things were 
gossip, Ioose dogs and cats, ignor-
ing stop signs, no jobs and no lo-
cal police protection. 

One person wrote down that 
there weren't any house numbers, 

. MOST LIKED 
When asked what was most 

liked about New Canton, 39 said 
small community, 38 said good 
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lobune photo by lonn Onehao 
Some of the 50 summer recruits waking tor an urban servIce corps Clean up a South Side nelghborhood flower garden Tuesday. 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
JUNE 22, 1994 

Service corps recruits dig in to help neighborhoods, themselves 
By Ray Quiataallia 
I Wii..N• StA•F Wane.* 

Ihehting a shovelful of dirt. wrlh 
manicured designer fingernails 
smelilixl with chin...mew.. Carrie 
Mils MI Tuesday began working 
ioward taw goal of becoming an 
eie . Militant 

' slams righl here, like this. 
digging arid sheiveling. But you 
k when I'm inlo my career, 
III he making Ihe 'honey for me 
and my son." Said Potts. 20, a 

parrni wall a 7 monlh-old 
baby 

her the summer. Polls will be 
e.aining $117 a week with Ihe 
promise of an addit al SIPCO for 
college under a 10 week model of 
l'resident Clinton's Americorps. a 

54.11-VICe prograni tolled as 
a el stic Peace Corps Amer, 
le "Fps won't officially start and 
accept 11•. War reef-mils until 
lall 

Polls was among summer re-
cruits, whose ages range from III 
In 22, who cleaned up a Smilh 
SW neighborhood flower garden 
Tuesday al Itomewood Monte 
rey A10•1111e. Nearly half of the 
Summer of Safely participants 
come from poor hackgrit lllll Is. 

"It's not exaclly Ihe kind of 
work I wouhl wan( to do all the 
1011P, but it's better lhan hanging 
mil." said Polls. who plans to 
:Mend Northeastern Illinois Uni-
versity in the Dell 

"flie Chicago High School for Ag 
I icialliiral Science. the 11 S lk.part 
iiteill of Agriciillkire and Ihe Chi 
I:4mo Housing Aulhorily shaped  

Ihe local plan and &limed dunes 
for the recruits. 

11 slarhst wilh some weed pull-
111g. bill before ifs over• the re-
emits will fight illegal aclivily in 
one of Chicago's iwighhorlitssis. 

''These kids are very eager to 
help peopki. and I know they will  

gel a lot out of It." said Karen 
Cole. 3.5, an Agriculture Depart-
ment employee who supervises 
the workers. 

Gardening la light work coin-
Parrd to the task the recruits will 
face in two weeks: cleaning tip the 
Ida B. Wells housing developmenl  

and helping !he South Side area's 
residents form a neighborhood 
watch program. 

"I'm not afraid i've heard all the 
horror stories, and no matter how 
you see it, these are people who 
need help." said Quinn Leonard.  

IT, a Beverly resident and a grad 
uale of SI. Ignatius College 
Preparatory School. "I'm here to 
iry anti help them out." 

Joel Berg, national servlee direc• 
tor for ihe Agrirulliire Depart-
ment, said Chicago and ClIA po,  

lice will increase them presenee 
ensure. recruils are sale be 
tweim ihe work Nair" of 7 a en he 
:t p 

"II you want tee make a dellei 
ellre. you've gol to gee into meets eel 
high crime." lierg said - We've 
taken precautions lait nee 1.111 
guarantee 100 percent safely for 
them " 

Iful the combination of improv 
ing neighborhoods. sleady sum 
mer employment. and Ihe t s 
for college or vocational school 
training was enough to keep ihe 
recruits lrom entertaining 
thoughts of leaving the program 

Some recruils said they'll spend 
lime frying lee get Wells n.sielcilis 
involved with improving Diver 
an.a 

"It's their neighborhood. The big 
parl will fall on the 
I'll help out." said Barbara Wilson, 
III who was raised al the l'aleemi 
(1reen development and MINI 
a few blocks away with her 
mof her. 

"Maybe some day the place can 
be a wonderful place lo live.," Wel 
son. a premed stialeill al Wetili•Ill 
Illinois University, said of Wells 
"We'll work together" 

Potts, who was raised al Wells 
and still lives Ihere, said she'll in 
troduce her work friends to some 
neighborhood friends 

"Everylhing's going to he fine I'll 
talk to some friends of mow and 
gel 1111'01 10 blip )i%• 
works togeliter," she said "We'll 
have (km." • • • 
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Tribune photo by Eduardo 

Agriculture Secretary Mlke Espy (left) helps Terrell Davis, 18, of the Chicago Hlgh School of Agriculi 
Sciences during Americorps* cleanup Tuesday at the Ida B. Wells development on South Eills Aven 

CHICAGO, TRIBUNE 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
JUNE 29, 1994 

2 Section 2 Chicago Tobune, Wednesday, June 29, 1994 

Americorps' recruits 
sweep into the city 
By Bay Quintal.'lb 
TRIOUNE STAFF WRITER 

' U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Secretary Mike Espy swept up 
piles of broken glass at the Mad-
den Park housing development 
TOesday to underscore the Clinton 
administration's resolve to im-
prove conditions for America's 
poor. 

- "The administration is going to 
.clean up America," Espy said, 
pushing a broom over an asphalt 
basketball court in the South Side 
.development at Ellis Avenue and 
Pershing Road. 

The agriculture secretary ar-
rived to give a pep talk and pro-
mote Clinton's Americorps, a do-
mestic national service program. 
. Some 50 program participants 
-will clean up and plant upwards 
of $80.000 in donated flowers. trees 
'add vegetables at Madden Park. In 
a few weeks, the group will begin 
the same work at the Ida B. Wells 
'development. 
'' The recruits. as part of the agri-
culture department's "Summer of 
Safety" program. also will help 
residents of both developments 
form neigborhood watch groups. 

'This is a program where stu-
dents can give something back to 
The communities. We cannot do 
anything wlthout the participation 
and goodwill of the people we are 
trying .4p,' Espy added. 

His rks the third time. 
since that top administra-  

tion officials, including the presi-1 
dent and First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, have made Chi-
cago Housing Authority develop-
ments the backdrop for social ills 
they want to address. 

The president puahed for pas-
sage of his crime bill and an as-
sault weapons ban while touring 
the Robert Taylor Homes earlier 
thls month. Depailment of Hous-
ing and Urban Development Sec-
retary Henry Clsneros even epent 
a few nights at the Taylor project 
to see what was needed to im- 
prove life in publlc housing. 

Since then, Clsneros has em-
braced CHA Chairman Vincent 
Lane's plan to demolish many of 
the high-rise buildings in favor of 
scattered-site and smaller develop-
ments. 

Now the agriculture department 
is getting into the action by put-
ting youth, who will earn $147 a 
week and a $1,000 educational 
bonus upon completion of the pro-
gram, into some of the toughest 
public housing developments to 
get residents to spruce up. 

Some residents said they're 
skeptical of politicians who pro-
mote efforts designed to help 
them. "There's been of lot of talk 
... and very Iittle done," said 
David Smith, 47, a Madden Park 
resident. 

Smith said once the students 
disperse in August, much of the 
garbage, broken glass and other  

reftise, wlll slowly return. 
About half of the recruits come 

from the Wells development. The 
rest come flrom across the city. 

"l don't see how they expect 
people to volunteer to do any-
thing. 1 clean up tn front of my 
house, that's it," said Glenda 
Watkins, who lives in Madden 
Park with her husband and five 
childre " think the work they'll 
do Is he added. 

For orkers themselves,  

even small tasks such as sweeping 
can improve residents' lives, they 
said. 

"I've never seen so much glass 
in my life. It's terrible, and to 
think kids were playing around 
all this stuff isn't very good," sald 
Sheena Hodges, I6.. who lives in 
the 9600 block of South Union Av-
enue. 

Madden Park has 487 dwelling 
units and is one of the CHA's 
smallest developments. It also has  

one of the housing agency's 
vacancy rates at 3.1 percent . 

Nearly one in four of th 
units at the Wells developc 
vacant. That doesn't wor 
program's organizers. "On 
person has quit becat 
questions about safety," sai 
bara Valerious, principal 
Chicago High School for A 
tural nces, who is ovei 
the efforts. 

ot bad," she adde 
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• The service corps volunteers 
will clear right-of-way areas and 

, do other work that is labor 
, intensive, but low priority on the 

regular city work list. 

By John Webber 
Herald-Whig Statt Vlriter 

• 
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President Clinton's AmeriCorps service 
program debuts in Quincy Monday. 

Volunteers will tackle projects to clear 
trees and brush from more than a dozen 
city right-of-way areas, mainly in neigh-
borhoods near the riverfront. The crews 
also will tackle other labor-intensive 
tasks, such as re-laying bricks in two 
historically significant alleys in the East after 1,700 hours of service, they also End Historic District. • • receive educational credits worth $4,725 

AmeriCorps coordinators will send a. to be paid directly to the school or 
team of four workers to Quincy Monday lender," said Bill McCartney of the Nat-
to start whittling away at the city's low- ural Resource Conservation Service, a 
priority job list. — '.- • - - ---- branch of the U.S. .Departrnent of Ag-

"We want to emphasize that these are riculture, in Pittsfield. . not projects that would take away jobs McCartney coordinates the regional from city crews or union members or AmeriCorps program, through the USDA anyone else," said Gary Sparks, the city's and Two Rivers Resource Conservation director of administrative services.; "We and Development Inc., which spawned have discussed the situation with the the Two Rivers Regional Council a dec-union (Maelinists Lodge 822), and they ade ago. ' . 
r , • 

gram." - (See AMERICORPS, Page 7A) 

• 

AmeriCorps was envisioned by Clinton 
as a kind of "domestic Peace Corps," 
allowing people to do public-works labor 
in return for minimal pay and vouchers 
that can be used to pay college tuition or 
pay back student loans. _ 

"Workers receive a stipend that 
amounts to about minimum wage, but 

• 
i 

have been fully supportive of this pro-
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Americorps member Ryan Webster, left, was recently honored for his part in saving the life 
of a Louisville man. With him are Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman, Mellnda Owens, 
Rick Martin and Scott Rolling (McPherson and Marquette EMS member who trained Webster 
in life-saving techniquesl. 

• helps save man's life 
Kansas USDA1AmeriCorps Mem-

ber Ryan Webster, uhile providing 
extra hours of scrvicc on July 23, 
hclpcd save the hfe of Clydc Wheel-
er, U. Louisvillc, at Tuttle Crcck 
Reser oir. 

W.',ster received his CPR/first aid 
trai• .ng from Aniericorps member 
Sc •tt EMT-l/C who is with 
the '.1.:Pherson EMS and director of 
the Marquette EMS. 

Both Webst.:r ar,d Kolling wcrc 
liorored by Seerezary of Agriculturc 

Glickmn thc Kansas 
',tate Falr 

At about 4 p.m on thc day of thc 
accident. Webs,:r and Tuttle Creek 
State Park Con••ervation Officer 
Randy Conrad were near thc Big Dog 
Marina when thcy hcard screaming. 
When thcy investigated, thcy found 
Wheeler, who had bccn in an inner 
tube being by a Rangcr bass 
boat. 

Thc boat slowed to an idle to turn 
around to pick up Wheeler. When thc 
driver was unable to stccr away, the 
rcar propeller of the boat caught 
Wheeler's fe.n, inflieting scvcrc in-
juries. Two park employees in a boat 
ncarby were to gct Wheeler into 
the boat and get him to shorc. 

"l was thankful that l 
was there. But l 
wished that l hadn't 
been ... anybody in 
my position would 
have done the same 
thing 

Ryan Webster 
With Wheeler on shore, Webster, 

along with Conrad began giving first 
aid. Webster said that he was ablc to 
usc the first aid training givcn to him 
and the other USDA/AmeriCorps 
members by Kansas Health and Safe-
ty Extension Council (KHaSEC) 
AmcriCorps. 

Webster said they workcd with thc 
victirn for about 25 minutes cvcn 
though it "seemed like an eternity." 
Aftcr pulling on latex gloves, thc first 
thing thcy did whcn in the boat was 
to elevate the victim's lcgs and stop 
the bleeding. The injury extendcd 
from thc waist to the kmee with a 

See MEMBER, Page 3 

From MEMBER, Page 1 
three to four inch wide wound expos-
ing the leg bone, muscle and tendons. 
The bones in the ankle of the other 

fleg were also exposed. Wcbster said 
be kept talking to the victim to kcep 
hitn from going into shock. 

The first Rcsponder and EMT to 
arrive at the scene was Joe Clark. 
When he arrived, he discovered that 
Whccler had lost half a foot, had sev-
ered an artery, along with other in-
juries. Clark said the "kid" (Webster) 
had a towcl over the wound arid was 
applying pressure. "He was doing a 
fine job...I was glad they were there." 

Clark said the victini had lost 85 to 
90 percent of his body fluids and they 
were having trouble getting a blood 
pressure reading. Clark said the ac-
tion of Webster and Conrad "saved 
thc victim's life." 

Wcbstcr said hc had learned the 
man's injuries were too sevcre for the 
Manhattan hospital to handle, and the 
man was flown to the University of 
Kansas Mcdical Ccntcr. 

Whcn Webster was praised for his 
actions he said, "1 was thankful that 1 
was thcrc. But I wishcd that I hadn't 
bccn anybody in my position 
would have done thc same thing ... 
thc incident has crossed my mind ev-
ery night bcforc I go to slccp." 

• 
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Outdoors 

A eriCOrPSWOrKerS9radUa8e 
Workers donate 
1,800 hours 
at Kanopolis 

By CHARLA GATZ 
Outdoors &Me% 

KANOPOLIS LAKE — A gro.;,:a-
non ceremony and bofflo larger 
feed was held Friday at tkie, Coral 
Shelia fcir Americorps a...?rters who 
labored in the state parka luring tbe 

Nstral. 
The United States Departmait of 

Agriculture (USDA)/Americorps 
Kansas project was operated in col-
junction with the Kansas Lepartment 
of Wildlife Ind Parks. 

The four Americorps workers who 
worked at Kanopolis State Park have 
recorded 1,800 hours since October 
when the project commenced. 

'The] something that would be 
hard for us, with our budgets, to du-  

plicate," said Kanopolis State Park 
Manager Rick Martin. 'Given the 
time of flood cleanup and the other 
activities going on, Wm keeping the 
trails open, it was very crucial timing 
to be able to have that kind of man-
power." 

The workers completed or assisted 
with nearly 50 projects in the part 
They spent a large portion of their 
time on the trai] systan in Horsethief 
Canyon cleaning up flood debris, re-
opening and remarking trails, repair-
ing erosion, clearing brush, installing  

gates and fences, repairing low wata 
crossings and basically trying to keep 
the trails in usable condition. 

In addition, they installed interna-
tional signage, planted trees, repaired 
and installed courtesy fishing docks 
and repaired swimming beach rope. 

They also cleaned up flood debris 
in the wildlife refuge and built, re-
paired and installed duck boxes Ind 
goose nesting structures. 

Martin wa.s impressed by the cal-
iber of people who voluntcaed for  

the Amaicorps program. They veers 
very interested in the work they did at 
the lake, he said, and held degrees in 
related fields such ts biology and 
n a tura] resources. 

The Amencorps workers received 
a stipend for living expenses while 
they were performing the community 
service projects. 

After nine months of service they 
became eligible for a mcneury edu-
cational award that can be applied 
any tirne within the next seven years 
toward tuition at a college or univer-
sity or to any past or future educa-
tional loans. 

Martin was further impressed by 
the number of projects the workas 
completed and the number of hours 
they put in. 

"We wouldn't have the money ca 
the budget to get it done as quickly ai 
we got it done with these guys,' Mar 
tin said. "We're in hopes that the pro 
gram continues next year." 

"Given the time of flood cleanup and the 
other activities going on, like keeping the 
trails open, it was very crucial timing to be 
able to have that kind of manpower. , 1 

Rick Martin 
Kanopolis State Park manager 

• 

• 
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AmeriCorps leaves its mark 
My daughter told me how proud 

she was of the work I've 
done, after I took them fish-

ing this spring," said Cindy Ochs. She is 
referring to her service in AmeriCorps. 

AmeriCorps is the president's nation-
al service initiative to achieve direct re-
sults in addressing the nation's critical 
education, human service, public safety 
and environmental needs at the commu-
nity level. 

AmeriCorps provides opportunities for 
Americans of all ages to serve their 
country in an organized effort fostering 
citizen responsibility and building their 
communities. Americans age 17 or older 
can make a substantial commitment to 
their country and earn education 
awards for college or vocational train-
ing in return. 

Ochs is an AmeriCorps member sta-
tioned with a Kansas environmental 
team at Webster Reservoir. Webster is 
in a remote area in north-central 
Kansas. Cindy is a 32-year-old single 
parent, mother of a 2-year-old son and a 
13-year-old daughter. 

On Memorial Day weekend, a heavy 
rainstorm struck the Webster Reservoir 
area causing flooding to the park, clos-
ing roads and camp grounds and isolat-
ing rest rooms and shower facilities. 

During a recent visit with Cindy, she 
took me around the reservoir to show 
me the damage. She showed me the 
handicapped-accessible dock that cost 
taxpayers $20,000 to build. Even though 
she suffered an allergic reaction while 
sand-bagging the dock, to prevent high 
water from destrciying it, she was proud 
of their effort. When we stopped to pick 
up trash left by park visitors, she 
lamented that she could not understand 
why visitors could not police their own 
camp sites. 

As we drove across the dam sheApot-
ted a large object floating in the reser-
voir and was airaid that it was part of a 
dock. It was obvious that Webster State 
Park had become "her" state park. She 
mentioned that the AmeriCorps mem-• 
bers had worked hard to help clean up 
the damage from the previous flood and 
now much of that work may have to be 
redone. 

Cindy's service with AmeriCorps has 
been an adventure. Looking younger 
than her age, she has spent her service 
in cleaning up flood damage to the 
Webster State Park caused by the 1993 
flood. 

The skills learned by Cindy while in 

POINT OF VIEW 

• 
• 

Cindy could be on 
public assistance, 
instead she is serving 
her community, 
becomming self- , 
sufficient 

saw and how to build and repair Wacon-
das. Wacondas are a pivoting sheltered 
picnic table that can be turned, allowing 
for constant shade. Hundreds of Wacon-
das located in Kansas state parks were 
damaged by the 1993 flood. 

Before we went back to the park 
office she stopped and showed me a 
Waconda. She mentioned that when the 
weather was too bad to work outside, 
the AmeriCorps members spent hun-
dreds of hours fixing and repairing 
them. 

While showing me how they worked 
she said, "I have never done anything 
that I could look back at with pride and 
say I did that. I have never been able to 
leave my mark on anything; I now have 
something to show." 

Cindy's stint with AmeriCorps has 
been an exciting one, including a lot of 
hard work and different challenges asso-
ciated with outdoor activities. In spite of 
those challenges, Cindy wants to sign up 
for another tour with AmeriCorps. She 
said that it, "gives her flexibility." She 
wants to use her education award to 
learn to prepare income tax returns. 

As I was leaving the park, she was 
reaching for a broom to start cleaning 
the park office, looking for something to 
do until flood water started receding. 

Cindy could be on public assistance, 
instead she is providing service to her 
community, developing self-esteem, 
while earning a way to become self-
sufficient. Cindy is an exemplification 
of the AmeriCorps motto — "Getting 
Things Done." 

• Jim Meisenheimer is regional 
facilitator for .4meriCorps' USDA. 

• 

. 
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r'utdoors 
• 

' . • ' , :' • 1 'f .. • . ' • , Staff Photo by Charia Gatz 

Rick Martin of Llndsborg, left, Kanopolis State Park manager, serves a buffalo burger to 
Ci•""qn Conservation Corps alumnus Herb Queeri of Orainfield following the kickoff cdt 
t iericorps program Wednesday at the Corral Shelter at Kanopolls Lake. 

An7ericorpsprogranlklcked 
OffvvedMeSdaYa8KanOP01iS 

e 

• 

By CHARLA GATZ 
Outdoors Editor 

KANOPOLIS LAKE — The Civil-
ian Conservation Corps program of 
more than 50 years ago has been 
dusted off and renamed Atnericorps 
but conceptually it is based on essen-
tially the same prernise — sweat eq-
uity. 

The Americorps prograrn, a mod-
ern day version of the CCC, was offi-
cially kicked off Wednesday at the  

not available in cash fonn but may bc 
used to pay tuition at an institution of 
higher education or to pay off student 
loans. ' 

Eight more workcrs are being 
sought to become involved in the 
program. Four groups of five workers 
each will work in wildlife areas at 
Wildlife and Parks state lakes at Ka-
nopolis, Glen Elder, Milford and 
Webster. 

Each worker will receive a basic  

reap the benefits of an additional $7,-
660 toward school expenses. 

Herb Queen of Grainficld, a CCC 
alumnus, also addressed those gath-
ered. CCC was a fcderal program im-
plemented from 1933-42 for unem-
ployed 18- to 25-year-old boys. 

"Anybody who hasn't lived in the 
'30s can't understand how it was," 
Queen said. "There was a lot of work 
to bc done and no money to do it." 

The boys labored on various pro-. 
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Discussing aerial photos of the Douglas County terrain are, from Ieft, 
Cody Lind, Arlen f lax, Kevin Feleay and Craig Johnson. Ti ie. four, who work 
out of the Natural Resources Conservation Service office in Lawrence, are 
members of AnieriCorps, a federal program that allows studenLs to work in 
c or i i iur servke to rej ray college loans. 

JOURNAL-WORLD 
LAWRENCE, KANSAS 
NOVEMBER 20, 1995 

• 

• 

Program gives graduates experience 
• Any&Corps, a national service 
project launched by Pr eskier 
Cluiton in September, has splashed 
down irt Douylas Counly's wetlands. 

BY Kic ANI 11 IMON 

)4 N oNNAl -WI NO I. WNI I I N 

As time was running mit on 
)i seasonal job last summer, 
( raig kthlistIll's Ilex t career 
move was a frustrating uncer-
tainty. 

"In our field, you've got to 
have a job to get experierke and 
experience to get a job," said 
Johnson, a 24-year-old biologist 
who graduated from Emporia 
State University in l99.3. 

And although he was working 
in his ficki at the Kansas lh.part-
iiient of Wilillile and Parks' 
tslelvern %Vitality Area, he said, 
"What l svas hearing was that 
SIIIIIMer work illithi'l really IA Milt 
.15 eXpCI iel It c." 

Toklay, he's );c•tling dial expe-
dente ill AnieriCorps, the S.U.0 
million national service progiain 
launched by President Llifiton 
ill September. Johnson is one ol 
lour volunteers working in Dou-
glas County on a five-year pro-
jet t to inventory the slate's wet-
lands and riparian areas, Or 

410 mks ol waterways. 
The volunteers, retent college  

);r,ttlu,rle♦ with rlegrees in biolo-
gy and park resource manage-
ment, are chaffing ctiiiiity wet-
lands by silidyieg aerial pho-
tographs and imps, phis making 
on-site 

Kevin Feleay, a 2S- year-old 
Kal15a5 State University graduate 
in biology, was the lirst /1lncri- 
Corps volunteer to aril" • ill 
Douglas County. Felea 
started working Oil lilt' pr i  

)I. has been joined by 
liihrison, Arlen Flax, 24, and 
Cody l .00, 30. 

Each volunteer made a one-
year commitment to Anieri(:orps 
ancl has the option of serving a 
second term. In return, each 
receives it $12,000 stipencl fur 
living expenses and a $4,275 
educational award that can be 
used for college, job training or 
repayment of student loans. 

The four, who are among 
20,000 participants in Arnett-
Corps, are working in the federal 
agriculture department's Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
office, 30lo Four Wheel Drive. 

Douglas Galm, NRCS district 
conservationist, and project 
members said the goal was not 
to snatch productive land away 
faun fanners. 

"The rule of thumb is that if 
you can drive a tractor through 
it, you can farm it," Johnson 
said. "You just can't drain it." 

The riparian study, Galin said, 
will help local conservationists 
protect and enhance banks of 
waterways. 

Feleay said that in addition to 
working on the inventory, vol-
unteers were involved in training 
and community service work 
like environmental education 
programs for youths. 

All the while, volunteers will 
be gaining career footholds and 
the opportuniry to work on a 
meaningiul project. 

"Most of Kansas' wetlands 
have been drained," Johnson 
said. "it'd be like tO look back 
and say you helped protect 
what's lett. it'd also be nice to be 
sitting in a big, c job and 
look back and sa helped 
you get time." 
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Tho Salina Journal 
Sweating over a bnish fire or 

building nesting boxes for birds 
aren't typical jobs thought of as 
a way to pay for college. 

Kurt Grimm and Troy Hurl-
burt are hoping their work leads 
to more than just a paycheck. 
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ilk ee f  years. I'd like to get on 

," said Hurlburt, speak-

- . 
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ing of Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks, with whom 
he, Grimm and other partici-
pants in the AmeriCorps Pro-
gram are working. 

AmeriCorps is a federal pro-
gram designed to help students 
pay for college by completing a set 
number of hours of public service 
work. For 1,700 hours of service — 
about nine months — workers re-
ceive a $7,660 stipend for living ex-
penses and $4,725 for college. 

Both undergraduate and gradu-
ate students are eligible. Money 
can pay for accumulated college 
debts for those already graduated, 
or help pay tuition for those just 
entering college or going on to pur-
sue a master's or doctoral degree. 

AmeriCorps workers are as-
signed to different federal agen-
cies. Hurlburt and his co-workers 
are assigned to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, but being di-
rectly supervised by Wildlife and 
Parks officials, with whom 
they're working at state parks. 

ing February, the four 
s of the AmeriCorps/US-
at Kanopolis Reservoir, 

ti. , Grimm, Chris Newton 
and Scott Morris, developed fish 
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Todd Lovin, Lindsborg, a participant in AmeriCorps, starts a head fire for a controlled burn in the 

Langley Point area of Kanopolis Reservoir. AMERICORPS, Page 9 
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TWOtea O/nve§0]Utee 
Iba5edOaeYadjHCitYI • ;will do windbreak renovation. 
! Another five teame, eich with 
;three members, will Work On 1, 
!wetlands projects. They Will be" . 
based in Topeka;Emporia;Man-
hattan, Hays and Hutchtnon. 

Another 20 people will work to 
restore federal and state parks - 
siamaged by the 1993 flood. f • ' 
Among other thine, they wiIl 
pick up debris, paint signs and 
'pidnic tables, temdve dead treeS.1 
: Three otheeVoIunteeri wil2 
.work in wateršhed aneakricul: 
;tural projects. 
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Volunteers invest time 
serving the community 

. 
By Tom Lister 
Globe Reporter 

A facet of Presidcnt 
Clinton's community-service 
program is here in Dodge City. 

Two workerS for 
AmcriCorps — a program simi-
lar to a domcstic Peace Corps 
— arc working with the 
National Resources 
Conservation Service. Mike 
Howck and Kyle Hedges have 
been doing background work 
for wetland evaluations.. 

They've also been planting 
trees at area lakes, teaching 
hunter-safety courses and per-
forming other types of commu-
nity service to the area. . 

,cr volunteers in the pro-
gram ;are restoring state parks 
that suffered flood damage in 
the summer of 1993. • . 

The experience here benefits 
Howck and Hedges as well as 

. the public. . 

)im Meisenheimer, with the 
National Resources 
Conservation Service in Salina, 
said .voluntccrs like Howck and 
Hedges are required to work,a 
minimum of 1,700 hours during 
nine-month period. From'that, 
they get a $12,000 stipend, plus 
about $4,000 to be used toward 
education. _ : 

"It's a combination Peace 
Corps, VISTA and the GI BilI." 

See Volunteers Ne 16. 

*Volunteers-
Meisenheimer said. 

The experience in the program 
also gives volunteers a needed 
cdge in the job market. 

"It's hard to get jobs that are 
related to our fields," said 
Hedges, who has degree in fish-
crics biology from Kansas State 
University. Howck graduated 
from Emporia State University in 
environmental biology. 

Meisenhcimcr said voluntecrs 
aiso gct cducation on AIDS and 
training for CPR and resolving 
conflicts. 

The Dodge City branch of 
AmeriCorps requires participants 
to havc a collcgc dcgrcc. In other  

cases, the program's age limit is 
17. 

For more information on 
AmeriCorps, people can call 1, 
(800)-880-4183. 

• 
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Helping out 
Rebecca Davidson, center, Barbourville, an Americorps representative, spent a day during the recent National Service Week in WiHiamsburg, helping Cumberland College's Mountain Outreach Program and Cedar Ridge Ministries. She is shown with Michele Humfleet, London, and Jamie Duncan, Harlan, working with the clothing store on the Cedar Ridge property. 

• 
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THE MANCHESTER ENTERPRISE 

MANCHESTER, KENTUCKY 
APRIL 20, 1995 

AmeriCorps to help 
with home repairs 

• 
Dear Editor, 

I am an AmeriCorps mem-
ber working in your county 
on housing repair. 

My job is to locate families 
in the community who need 
help affording repair work, 
and then finding a resource 
in the community to help 
them. 

If you have needed repairs 
in your home and cannot 
afford to make these repairs 
yourself, write the following 
information on a blank sheet 
of paper and send it in 

I need to know your name, 
address, phone number, 
county, number of people in 
the household, number of 
children under 18, nuniber of  

elderly or disabled in the 
household, entire household 
income, the specific types of 
repairs needed, and a brief 
statement giving me per-
mission to discuss your situ-
ation with a loan/grant re-
source. 

Send this information to 
AMERICORPS, 242 Daniel 
Boone Drive, Barbourville, 
KY 40906. 

Please remember this is 
no guarantee of help. 

A11 information will be 
reviewed and put on a list. 
A11 information received 
will be kept confidential. 

Rebecca Davidson 
AmeriCorps member 

• 
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PROJECT REVIEW — Kenneth Arterbum, Dis. Director of RECD, 
left, Tina King, Amerlcorp worker, and David Gibson, Americorps 
project director for RECD, looks over a project King is involved in. 
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SENTINEL-ECHO 

41,47NDON, KENTUCKY • 
FEBRUAPV 10, 1995 

Local Americorp workers enjoy program 
Their work began last October. 

Four months later, Laurel Coun-
ty's three AmeriCorps workers 
not only are happy to be partici-
pating in President Clinton's 
effort to involve young people in 
community service, but are confi- 
dent that they're making signifi-
cant contributions in their com-
munities. 

Michelle Humfleet has been 
working with the Cumberland 
Valley Community Development 
District since October in various 
capacities. 

She said her experience thus 
far in the program has been very 
educational. "I've met so many 
people. It's wonderful...I've 
learned so much in just a few 
months that I didn't learn in a 
whole year in college." And what 
she learned was not from a book, 
said Humfleet, but "hands on." 

One of the projects Humfleet 
has been working on is the com-
pletion of a proposal which if suc-
cessfill, would provide money for 
construction of a woodcrafts 
showroom to be located in Lon-
don off of I-75. 

She has contacted over 20 
small, wood-related businesses in 
the eight county area of the 
CVADD, gauging their support. 
The showroom, which would 
serve as sort of an outlet mall for 
local woodcrafts businesses to 
rent space to display and sell 
their goods, would allow these 
businesses to take advantage of 
the heavy traffic flow from I.75 
without requiring motorists to 
drive several miles out of their 
way. 

Humfleet has also worked in 
address verification for local 911 
services and has helped the 
Department of Social Services in  

Family Preservation research. 
Tina King, of East Bernstadt, 

aays her participation in Arneri-
Corps has not only been an edu-
cational experience, but also a 
motivational one as well. 

King is working with the Rural 
Economic Community Develop-
ment (formerly FmHA), assisting 
low income and elderly residents 
with home repairs. 

In her four months, King said 
she has gained.a new under-
standing of poverty in Laurel and 
surrounding counties. She said 
she was never aware that there 
were so many homes in the area 
without proper heating, plumbing 
or that were suffering from other 
problems. 

Her efforts include trying to get 
funding and organizing different 
agencies to see that people living 
in subpar conditions get the help 
they need. 

"I love what I'm doing," said 
King, who is also a student at 
Eastern Kentucky University 
where she is pursuing a degree in 
education. In fact, King is cur-
rently trying to organize local 
contractors and church organiza-
tions in an effort to help even 
more families in need of home 
repair. 

John Mills, a graduate of UK, 
is working with Kentucky High-
lands Corporation in conjunction 
with research into alternative 
crops. Mills has talked to area 
county agriculture extension 
agents and faculty at the UK Col-
lege of Agriculture about such 
crops. 

He said the program has given 
him "invaluable experience with 
economic and community devel-
opment." 

Humfleet, King and Mills all  

have high praise for the program, 
but such praise is not so unani-
mous in Washington D.C. where 
the program has come under 
some fire recently. 

Sorne members of Congress 
have criticized the program for 
being too costly and claim that 
some services are being duplicat-
ed. 

David Gibson, the AmeriCorps 
Program Director for Rural Eco-
nomic Community Development  

defends the program, insisting 
that government agencies are 
getting good, quality labor for rel-
atively cheap wages. 

Under the AmeriCorps pro-
gram, young adults are paid a 
stipend of $12,000 for working 
1800 hours in a twelve month 
period. They can also take advan-
tage of education tuition assis-
tance of up to $4,725 per year 
and interest on existing student 
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READY WITH INFORMATION — Americorps representatives (from left) Tina King, Michelle Humtleet and 

Rebecca Davidson manned this booth at Community Expo `95. 

THE SENTINEL ECHO 
LONDON, KEN'I'UCKY 

MARCH 22, 1995 
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New Americorps participant Becky Davidson, second from right, was 
swom in at FmHA's state office In Lexington recently. She'll be working 
at the Barbourville FmHA county offlce. Others In photo are, from left, 
FmHA State Director Thomas G. Fem, Barbourville FmHA County 
SupeMsor Robert Dunn; and, far right, Americorps coordinator Louis 
Elliott. 
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Local young woman working 
in Americorps program 

BY DAVID COLE 
Barbourville's Becky 

Davidson is one of nine new 
Americorps participants working 
through the Farmers Home Ad-
ministration (FenHA) in 
Kentucky's Appalachia.n region. 

This is the flrst year of the 
newAmericorps program which is 
similar  to the Peace Corps. but 
instead of sending members over-
seas. the federal government kcepa 
theni in the statea to help out. 
Participants not only are paid for 
a year's work but also will receive 
a 84,725 voucher to apply toward 
schooling. 

A.fter being sworn in at FinHA's 
state office in Lcdngton in Sep-
tember. Davidson began work on 
Oct. 6 at the Barbourville office, 
which serves the four counties of 
Knox. Bell, Whitlek and Harlan. • 

Davidson, who's the daugh- 
ter of Leamon and Linda Davidson 
of Sharp's Gap and a 1994 Union 
College graduate, will be a key 
worker in FinHA's 504 repair loan 
program. 

This program provides assis-
tance. including one-percent in-
terest loans generally 87.50O or 
less, to remove health or safety 
hazards from homes owned b7 
low income and elderly fillies. 
Last year 32 families in the ur-
county area were helped 
the 504 program. 

ABOUT DAVIDSON'S efforts 
so far. Robert Dunn, supervisor at 
the Barbourville FinHA office. said. 
"She's jumping right in there. 
When talking about repair loans 
you're calling on people at their 
homes, getting on tops of roofs to 
flnd out what repairs need to be 
done. . . ." 

Davidson sald she recently 
visited an elderly woman whose 
foot was injured and who is hav-  

ing to haul coal into her house. 
'She's applied for a heating 

system." Davidson said. 'We vis-
ited a guy in Harlan Wednesday. 
He doesn't have heat and hls bath-
room floor fell through, and he's 
applying to repair his house.' 

Asked what she_hopes to ac-
complish. Davidson said, 'I just 

. hope I can find people that really 
need these loans and help them 
follow through with assistance.' 

EXAMPLES OF HOW partici-
pants can be helped through the 
program. Davidson said, include 
providing an adequate water sup-
ply and sewage disposal system: 
insulation, storm windows, doors 
and screens; repair or replace-
ment of electrical wiring, roof, 
heating system, deteriorated sid-
ing or structural supports; and  

repair or improvements to make a 
dwelling accessible to a disabled 
or elderly person. 

To qualify for the program. 
Davidson said, participants must 
own their homes, need repairs to 
the property, lack the resources 
from whiclxito make. the repairs 
and meet FinHA low income guide-
lines, 

The maxixnum allowable ad-
justed yearly income for a house-
hold in Knox County under the 
program is as follows: one person. 
$8,e00: two persons, 810,100: 
three persons, 811,350; four per- 
sons, 812.600; and flve persons. 
813,600. 

Interested applicants should 
contact the Barbourville office at 
54-3185 or cal1546-3186 for more 
information. 
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GIOUPtIaCin8PiOeeIPathS 
By William Saunders 
Staff Writer 

Several groups are working to make U.S. 25E and 
U.S. 11W into a tourist attraction for Tennessee. 

The Tennessee Wilderness Road will trace historic 
pionccr paths that follow the current routes, as wen as 
highlighting area food, lodging and entertainrnem sites. 

"We have a lot of families that came through here 
years ago when the area was being founded, and now 
people come through here looking to trace their rools," 
said Mary Russell, Clinch-Powe eiour-c-t". 
Conservation anti Development (Re& - Americorps. 

The road bcgins at Elizabethtown, 
Rogersville and ends at Cumberland Gap. "We're plan-
ning a map of the Wilderness Road with historical sites 
on it, as well as food, lodging and a range of othcr 
items," she added. The rnap is schcduled to go to print 
June l. 

The goal of the road, she .said, is to highlighl the his-
torical significance of the arca, as well as to bring in 
tourism. 

"Oar main goal is histoncal preservation." she said. 
"We've been writing grants to preserve different sites 
along the road. Also, the road wiil bring visitors to the 
area with appreciation of the historical areas of 
Tennessee, including but not limited to Daniel Boone." 

"The main trail will attract visitors here initially, and 
offshoots from the trail win get them into surrounding 
coimties," said Lindy Turner, Clinch-Powell RC&D. 

"Our main goal is historical 
preservation. We've been writing 
grants to preserve different sites 
along the road; Also; the road will 
bring Visitors to the area with 
appreciation of the historical areas 
of Temessee, including but not lim-
ited to Daniel Boone. " 

' —Mary Russell 

Area counties that would he directly affected by the 
Tennessee Wilderness Road will be Claiborne, 
Hawkins and Grainger. 

The road prograrn came about through the combined 
efforts of Clinch-Powell RC&D, Northeast Tcnnessce 
Tourism Connell, First Tennessee Development District 
and Middle Fast Tennessee Tourism Council. 

Russell said the program was based on similar roads 
in Virginia and Kentucky, such as the Danicl Boonc 
Heritage Trail in Kentucky. Such roads have bcen 
proven to help boost econoinies in the communities 
through which they pass. 

Road signs marking the trail are not in place, but 
Russell said they win be posted at a latcr date. 

e • • 
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AmeriCorp workers building 
new home for WWII veteran 

• 
By Eddie Arnold 

Keavy resident Bertress Felt-
ner served his country during 
World War II —  now, the govern-
ment is getting a chance to help 
him. 

Feltner will soon have a new 
home thanks to the efforts of 
local ArneriCorps workers and 
other local community service 
agencies. 

Local AmeriCorps worker Tina 
King, who is assigned to the Lon-
don Rural Economic Community 
Development office (formerly the 
Farmers Home Adrninistration), 
has been working to make the 
Feltner project a reality for more 
than seven months. 

When King first visited the  

Feltner home to do a health and 
safety assessment, she found that 
the elderly man, who has numer-
ous health problems, was living 
in conditions that were less than 
adequate. 

Walking through Feltner's 
frame home, King explained that 
the house was extremely cold in 
the winter. His only source of 
heat was a coal-fired stove which 
left a layer of coal dust through-
out the house. 

King said that she worked with 
members of London's Heavenly 
Helpers to get a cook stove for 
Feltner to allow him to cook 
meals at home. 

"I bet I've made 50 trips out 
here," King said, adding that she 

• 

• • 
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AmeriCorps to help 
with home repairs 
Dear Editor, 

I am an AmeriCorps mem-
ber working in your county 
on housing repair. 

My job is to locate families 
in the community who need 
help affording repair work, 
and then finding a resource 
in the community to help 
then2. 

If you have needed repairs 
in your home and cannot 
afford to make these repairs 
yourself, write the following 
information on a blank sheet 
of paper and send it in 

I need to know your name, 
address, phone number, 
county, number of people in 
the household, number of 
children under 18, number of  

elderly or disabled in the 
household, entire household 
income, the specific types of 
repairs needed, and a brief 
statement giving me per-
mission to discuss your situ- ' 
ation with a loan/grant re-
source. 

• 

Send this information to 
AMERICORPS, 242 Daniel 
Boone Drive, Barbourville, 
KY 40906. 

Please remember this is 
no guarantee of help. 

All information will be 
reviewed and put on a list. 
All information received 
will be kept confidential. 

Rebecca Davidson 
AmeriCorps member 

• • 
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Helping out 
Rebecca Davidson, center, Barbourville, an Americorps representative, spent a day during the recent National Service Week in Williamsburg, helping Cumberland College's Mountain Outreach Program and Cedar Ridge Ministries. She is shown with Michele Humfleet, London, and Jamie Duncan, Harlan, working with the clothing store on the Cedar Ridge property. 
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• 
SOMERSET, KENTUCKY 

DECEMBER 5, 1995 

FmHA 504 funds upgrading local homes 
By BRIAN WILKERSON 
C.J Staff Writer 

Mildred E. Bell's Antioch 
Shores hoine, where ehe'e lived 
for 44 years, has undergone 
aome major renovations in the 
past year. There'e new vinyl sid-
ing on the outside, running 
water on the ineide, a aeptic tank 
underground. 

While those and other changes 
have helped 'a whole lot," that's 
not the only benefit for Bell. 
Because of state and federal 

ant and loan programs, the 
0,000-plus ehe needed was 

rovided at a rate that could fit 
her budget. 

The funding was derived from 
Farmers Home Administralion'e 
504 Grant and Loan prograrn, 
which has existed for yeara, and 
from the Kentucky Housing Cor-
poration. 

Local officials are encourai,ing 
homeowners meeting low-
income and, for the grants, age 
guidelinee to follow Bell's lead, if 
repairs are required. Only those 
having ownership intereat in 
their home can apply. 

The homeowner must be at 
least 62 years old to qualify for 
any 504 grants, which won't be 
available again until the next 
funding cycle. That money can 
be used for such necessary 
improvements as adding indoor 
plumbing or updating the heat-
ing system. 

The loans can be borrowed by 
low-income familiea at a 1 per-
cent interest rate and can be 
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ueed for less-pressing purchases, 
such as siding. 

FmIlA is 'trying to prornote it 
more," Gary Crockett, the agen-
cy's assistant county supervisor, 
eaid. 

ln that vein, Tina Elza, a vol-
unteer with AmeriCorps, Presi-
dent Clinton's national eervice 
program, has been putting up 
posters, meeting with various 
agencies and contacting the 
media. Her elTorts, she eaid, are 
starting to pay ofT. 

She and other Fm.HA officials  

can meet with homeowners to 
help fill out an application or 
plan a budgdt for payback of the 
loan. Those with questions cnn 
contact the agency at 679-7493 
or stop by the FrullA office on 
100 Parkway Drive. 

Though the 604 grants/loans 
are available county.-wide, quali-
fied Somereet residents will also 
be able to apply for a portion of 
the $257,250 the city received 
from Kentucky Housing Corpo-

See FmHA, Page 2 
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ration's federal HOME program. 
Mayor Jim Williams some 

homes may receive $20,000 or 
more, but most wouldn't nee 
much. The rnoney may be 
in five-year, forgivable defe 
loans, depending on the home-
owner's income. That means the 
money wouldn't have to be 
repaid. 

Applications won't be accept.ed 
until some more administrative 
work, such as hiring a firrn to 
administer the project, ia com-
pleted, Williams said. 
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CJ Star Plinio by Brian Wilber-von 

Mlldred E. Bell, center, stands In front of her recenlly renovated 
home, which Included new vinyl sldlng. Wlther her Is her great-
grandson, James Chrlstopher While; Tlna Elza, an AmeriCorps vol-
unteer; and Gary Crockett, asslstant county supervisor wlth Farm-
ers Home Administration. 
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Americorp 
Pictured from left are FmHA State Director, Thomas G. Fern; Lara May, 
Arnericorp participant; Rebecca Estep, Americorp participant; Kevin 

FmHA County Supevisor; and Louis Elliott, Americorp coordina-
tor. May and Estep will be working out of the Prestonsburg FmHA county 
office. 

• 
FMHA/RDA Americorp members 
start service inAppalachian Kentucky 

Nine Americorp members recently 
began their service in Kentucky's 
Appalachian Region after being 
sworn in at the Farmers Home Ad-
ministration (FmHA) State Office in 
Lexington. 

Thomas G. Fern, state director, 
Farmers Home Administration, con-
ducted the ceremony and challenged 
the members to "become leaders in 
the community in which they would 
be working." 

The members attended a two-day 
orientation training meeting in Lon-
don, and now have reported to their 
respective communities to begin their 
service. 

The nine participants in the Ken-
tucky Appalachian Region will fa-
cilitate community strategic planning 
and assist in implementing programs 
to improve or develop needed com-
munity facilities. Team members will ' 
also engage in outreach activities to 
assist economically and socially dis-
advantaged citizens in rural areas in 
accessing FmHA grant and loan pro-
grams. 

Site locations for the Kentucky 
Appalachian Region will be as fol-
lows: Barbourville, Hazard, Prestons-
burg, Middlesboro, London and 
Somerset. 

• 
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BARBOURVILLE, KENTUCKY 
MAY 5, 1995 

AmeriCorps 
crew helps 
sort it out 

By SABRINA HAYES 
Staff Writer 

Cleaning out a warehouse and 
sorting clothes was an all day-job 
for some area AmeriCorps 
volunteers. 

The members serve through the 
USDA's Rural Economic and 
Community Development depart-
ment, usually helping with rural 
housing and community 
development. 

But for one day, Rebecca David 
son said they went beyond that. 

Davidson, the Barbourville 
AmeriCorps volunteer, said 10 of 
her colleagues participated in the 
Corporation for National Service 
Day April 25. 

Nine of those members were 
from Somerset, Barbourville, Mid-. 
dlesboro, Hazard and Prestons-
burg. The others were from 
Virginia. 

The job of all of the members is  

to help poor people fix up their 
homes. 

The group was scheduled to help 
Mountain Outreach repair houses 
throughout Whitley County, but 
Michelle Humfleet, the Cumber-
land Valley Area Development 
District volunteer in Laurel 
County, said the cold weather 
changed the plans. 

Mountain Outreach is a student-
based organization in Williams-
burg that helps repair homes for 
the indigent in the area. 

Instead of helping repair 
houses, the group helped Cedar-
idge Ministries dean and sort the 
clothes in the warehouse in 
Williamsburg. 

The ministry helps people 
whose homes have been burned or 
who are in need. 

Laura Duncan, who serves in 
the Bell County area, said the 
AmeriCorps motto is "getting 
things done for America." 

"We, as AmeriCorps members, 
have the opportunity to improve 
ourselves and our communities. 
By taking the responsibility for one 
small part of our community, we 
hope to be an example to the com-
munity, to demonstrate just what 
can be done when we work 
together," Duncan said. 

. . 

• . 



. . •- . ) 
„.*-4n-.01 .124, 

1 

- 

• i . ' . , - 
. - • • • . ' • 

. * .-- ' 
" "I ' • 

- 
• 4 

•f , • . -•• • 

V 

4  V - . . . • - 

• 

7~/ 

. , 

• • . „ , . 
• 

• 

,• 
:'7.0

.
ss. • . . 

** 
.  • • • 

T - - . - - 
4,  • • 

- • 

. 

i 

"' N 
• 

. • • 
• 

1 • • §, • $ • 

. • • 

• 

Photo by Sandra Brown 

•• • 
• 

Angela Norsworthy (left) and Ameri/CorpsfUSDA member 
serving Webster and seven other parishes, has asked 
Mindcn Mayor Bill Robertson (right) to proclaim today as 
National Day of Service for Minden. Norsworthy, a 
graduate of Louisiana Tech University, was assigned to 
Trailblazer RC&D in Ruston to assist with the Statewide 
Dry Hydrant Program which will install more than 2,000 
dry hydrants across the state. According to R. O. Machen 
Jr., Webster Parish Dry Hydrant chairman, Norsworthy Is 
a real asset to Trailblazer In her help with the statewide Dry 
Hydrant Project in Webster Parish. 
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MINDEN PRESS HERALD 
MINDEN, LOUISIANA 
APRIL 25, 1995 
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Day of Service 
Across the nation, AmeriCorps members joined with other organizations and communities to 

perform joint community service projects on the Day on National Service, April 25. sixteen USDA 
AmeriCorps members in north Louisiana visited schools to provide a day of service by helping in 
the classroom. 

AmeriCorps members Angela Norsworthy, a graduate of Louisiana Tech University, and Alicia 
Trissler, a graduate of Northwestern State University spent the day at Choudrant Elementary School 
helping out in whatever areas they were needed. They alphabetized card catalog material, ran errands 
and listened to children read their favorite stories in the library. 

Here, Trissler (second from left) reads a book to 6th grade student Jennifer Hogan, 11, while 
Norsworthy (second from right) calls out vocabulary words to 6th grade student Chris Rozelle, 12. 

Ruston Mayor Hilda Taylor Perritt proclaimed April 25 at the Day for National Service in Ruston 
to recognize the efforts of volunteers. (Ruston Daily Leader, April 30, 1995) 

RUSTON DAILY LEADER 

ILIM RUSTON, LOUISIANA 
APRIL 30, 1995 
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Planting trees 
AmeriCorps is having it's Area One Cluster meeting in Madison Parish this month. On Friday, March 3, the AmenCorps members planted River Birches at the city park. Pictured from left to nght are Alicia Trissler, AmeriCorps; ApthonyBndgewater, Natural Resources Conservation Service; Stan Livingston, director offal] uluh Housing Authonty; Tallulah Mayor Theodore Lindsev; Carl Collins, AmeriCorps; Angela Norsworthy, AmeriCorps; and Susan Mullins, AmeriCorps. (Madison Journal, March 8, 1995) 

AmeriCorp planting in city park 
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By Scort Cummins 
Staff writer 

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture Rural Development pro-
gram of AmeriCorp has a con-
cern for Madison Parish and it 
plans to help the community as 
best it ran, officials said. 

AmeriCorp members are in 
Tallulah for their Area One Clus-
ter meeting and were at the city 
park Friday to plant some trees 
to help improve the park 

"We are planting River Birches 
around the park. They are in a 
dormant state right now,' said 
Anthony Bridgewater of USDA 
Natural Resource Conservation 
Service. Bridgewater said now is 
the best time to plant trees. 

The trees pianted were donat-
ed by the Madison Soil and  

Water Conservation District. 
Alysiall-issele; an AmeriCorp 

tnernber frotn Winnfield, said 
AmeriCorp was started by Presi-
dent Clinton on Sept. 12, 1994, 
as an alternative to the Peace 
Corp. 

'The main difference between 
the Peace Corp and AmeriCorp is 
AmeriCorp was developed to 
help communities in the United 
States, while the Peace Corp was 
developed to help cornmunities 
in the Third World countries,' 
she said. 

Trisseler said the program 
allows students and graduates to 
help communities grow and to 
put the community spirit back 
into the community. 

Anyone 17 or older can partic-
ipate in the AmeriCorp program. 
The program offers up to $4,725 
for tuition or loan forgiveness, a 
living stipend during service, 
basic health insurance and a 
rhild care allowance. People who 
Join AmeriCorp can work with a 
variety of services including edu-
cation, public safety, human ser- 
vices and the environment. o 
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Director of National Service for 
USDA Visits Winnfield on Thursday 
Jocl Bcrg, Director of National 

Servicc for the United Stated De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) 
was in Winnfield on Thursday. 

ln his position as director, Berg 
is responsiblc for planning as well 
as managing the AmeriCorps na-
tional service program, overseeing 
1,200 AmcriCorps members. 
Those voluntecrs are working in 
fields of environmental endangcr-

• 

I 

ment, rural projects in 33 states and 
toward the prevention of hunger. 

Berg made a flying tour through 
Louisiana, stopping in Winnsboro, 
going on to Macon Ridgc Eco-
nomic Development Corp., Winn-
field, Alexandria, Crowley and Ba-
ton Rouge in two days. 

"Hc is visiting all states with 
AmeriCorps projccts." explained 
Alicia Trissler, AmeriCorps volun-

• 

, a . p 

• 

• 

tccr for Winn Parish. 
While he was in Winnfield, Berg 

visited the Winn Parish Museum, 
with which Trissler is working. 

Trissler's job in Winnfield is as a 
tourism specialist. She has workcd 
with local organizers to prepare 
brochures and with the museum to 
train volunteers. 

At present, shc is working with 
officials to prepare grant proposals 
for a HeadStart Program and a pro-
gram in folkart. At thc museum, 
shc also aids in meeting certifica-
tion guidclines of the American 
Association of Museums. 

"We are planning to make the 
museum thc center of tourism in 
Winn Parish, a starting point for 
tourists," Miss Trigsler explained 
to Ficr£. 

AmeriCorps is thc brainchild of 
U.S. President Bill Clinton. It's 
been called his version of the Peace 
Corps. In Louisiana, there are 21 
USDA AmeriCorps membcrs 
working with local officials to get 
jobs donc in the arcas of tourism, 
community planning, rural firc 
protection, ground water protection, 
timber bridge replacement, farm 
safcty and USDA loan and grant 
programs. 

One program about to begin in 
Winn Parish is the installation of 
ten more dry hydrants. Already 25 
have been placed around the parish. 

• 
Wr 

• 

• 
USDA Official Comes To Winnfield 

Joel Berg, National Services Director for the 

United States Department of Agriculture was in 

Winnfield on Thursday during a nationwide tour 

of AmeriCorps workers. During his visit he 

toured the Winn Parish Museum with Mayor 

Deano Thornton and Alicia Trissler, local 

AmeriCorps volunteer working as tourism 

specialist for Winn Parish. Here Berg discusses 

local tourism and the museum with Mayor 

Deano Thornton. There is a full story of his 

visit on nage one. 
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— Provide a parish-
appointed coordinator, 

— Provide the labor and 
machinery necessary to install 
tit* dry hydrants; 

— Provida a sign, e.g. Tire 
Departmant Fire Hydrant 
Number," 

—Maintain the drant, Le. 
have the local fire artrnent 
backflush thr hydran at least 
once a year. 

'This project wz.ild probably 
provide a drutic cost savinp in 
tams of insurance premiums, 
because it counts toward 
ratings," said Lake Arthurjurer 
A.ustin °Sonny' Abshire. 

Sponsors for the profeet are 
the Allan, Beauregad, Cake-
sieu, Cameron and Jeff Davis 
Pariah police juries and th• 
Allen, Calcsalcu and Gulf Coast 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts. 

Confirased from Pog• 1A 

• 
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• 

• 



AmeriUorps program 
making a difference 
B Watson 
S rter 

A eriCorps — a voluntary 
service organization that has 
been called the domestic version 
Of the Peace Corps — should not 
be a liberal or a conservative 
issue, Joel Berg said Friday. 

"Is it liberal or conservative to 
improve rural fire protection?" 
asked Berg, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture's National Service 
director. "Is it Mt wing or right 
wing to improve the water sup-
ply for farmers?" 

One USDA AmeriCorps pro-
gram is designed to build 35 dry 
fire hydrants in each parish of 
Louisiana. A dry fire hydrant 
makes it easier for fire engines to 
pump water out of surface ponds. 

Another program actively pur-
sued in central Louisiana is 
Farm-A-Syst, in which farmers 
learn how to avoid risks to well 
water caused by various agricul-
tural practices. 

In exchange for providing this 
service, each AmeriCorps volun-
teer receives about $12,000 a 
year, plus about $4,700 toward 
cc  tuition — or has that 

opped off his student 
j 

Berg delivered a pep talk to 
fLouisiana AmeriCorps members 

f
Friday at the federal depart-
ment's state headquarters in 
Alexandria. 

"This is not just another big 
government giveaway," he said. 
"This is part of a big movement. 

'You are proving the doubters 
wrong. 

"The Washington press corps 
is used to the old ways of pork, 
large government programs, and 
not expecting much from citi-
zens, and this is a program that 
Drily works with citizen involve-
ment. 

"People don't trust govern-
ment, and because people are so 
cynical, that is precisely why 
you are so important. You are 
the link to bring government 
back to the people." 

The program is fighting for its 
fiscal life, as Republican con-
gressmen call for cuts in various 
domestic programs. 

"AmeriCorps is going to live or 
d. t based on lofty speeches 
f  eople like me from 

igton, or really because of 
anything we really do in 

. 
• 

or 

. 
..• 

Joel Berg: AmeriCorps is not 
"another big govemment give-
away. This is part of a big 
movement." 

Washington," Berg told the 
AmeriCorps members. "It's 
going to live or die based on what 
you do." 

AmeriCorps has made a differ-
ence in Louisiana and the South, 
said Don Gohmert, the USDA's 
state conservationist for 
Louisiana. 

"They've brought a different 
dimension than we were able to 
provide through our ongoing 
programs," Gohmert said. 

"For instance, we are assisting 
with the statewide dry hydrant 
project. We can provide the tech-
nical engineering support, but 
we don't have the resources to 
work directly with all the police 
juries, volunteer fire depart-
ments and local people to tell 
them about what they need to do 
to bring dry hydrants to their 
communities. 

"It's a real assistance to a state 
like Louisiana, where we have 
high fire insurance costs, 
because we don't have fire 
hydrants." 

Reducing the sprilad of fire fiir-
thers Gohmert's mission to con-
serve soil. Burned forests result 
in more soil erosion. 

In another program, 
AmeriCorps member Aminul 
Mahfuz, based in Pineville, helps 
communities build timber 
IF Please see PROGRAM, D-2 

Metro  
ittembria ton talk 

Saturday 
April 1, 1995 
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center, director of National Services for the Department of Agricul- photo by Monica Huff) 
ture. AmeriCorps workers assist with a variety ofcommunity needs. 

AREA AMERICORPS workers met recently with Joel Berg, The program has been active in Winnsboro since September. (! 

AmeriCorps... 

e 

Domestic 
By Vicki Adams 

Contributing Writer 
AmeriCorps, the national ser-

vice organization signed into law 
by President Bill Clinton, has 
been termed a success since 
Winnsboro adopted it in the fall. 

AmeriCorps has been called the 
president's domestic version of 
the Peace Corps. Sponsored by 
government agencies, it allows 
groups of people to perform criti-
cal services to meet environmen-
tal, human, public safety and 
educational needs. 

The members ofAmeriCorps 
assistwith tourism development, 
community planning, rural fire 
protection, timberbridge replace-
ment and Tarm safety. 

Lee Wooldridge, a local mem-
ber of AmeriCorps, says he en-
joys helping people in the com-
munity. 

"I don't mind helping people 
and I do iteveryday,"Wooldridge 
said. 

"A program I'm working on now 
is tutoring students in grades K-
7. I'm also giving farm safety 
classes at local elementary 
schools." 

Wooldridge is sponsored by 
Rural Economic and Community 
Development(RECD), which is a 
subset of the United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA). 

The USDA is a large supporter 

of the AmeriCorps program. 
Other agencies under USDA are 
Forest Service (FS) and Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS). 
Judith Ned of Baton Rouge 

now lives M Winnsboro as a com-

munity planner for 12 surround-

Susan Mullins of Mangham 

helps Ned with the 12 parishes 

- / , 
- 

/ • 

4 

6 . 
S • 
g . 

"Joel Berg 

as tourism specialist. 
"I Iike the benefits of 

AmeriCorps." Mullins said. "It 
pays child care while I'm work-
ing and I know the education and 
money are there if I ever decide to 
go back to school." 

DonnaRemedies, the Resource 
Conservation and Development 
(RC&D) coordinator, is thc 
AmeriCorps supervisor over Ned 
and Mullins. 

"I don't feel I could have accom-
plished as much in the commu-
nity since I've been here without 
the girls' help," Remedies said. 
"All the members under FS are 
college graduates. They could be 
making a lot more money but 
they chose to help here. We get a 
lot done." 

Joel Berg, the director of Na-
tional Services for the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, visited 
Winnsboro on March 30 to speak 
to AmeriCorps members in the 
area. He oversees 1,200 
AmeriCorps members serving in 
USDAanti-hunger, environmen-
tal and rural development 
projects in 3,st..st,es. 

"AmeriCorps-  is about four  

things: getting things done, com-
munity, opportunity and respon-
sibility," Berg said. 

"It creates more jobs, a cleaner 
environment and safer commu-
nity. You'll soon see how critical 
it is to your community." 

The AmeriCorps also partici-
pated in Saturday's Catfish Fes-
tival, where they manned a 
children's booth. 

Sandy Eley, a local AmeriCorps 
member who's also with the Ma-
con Ridge Economic Develop-
ment Foundation, coordinated 
the booth, which included face 
painting, cartoon characters and 
information about farm safety, 
mental health. conservation 
awareness and fire safety. 

The booth also featured identi-
fication cards for the children, 
which will be registered with the 
police station. 

• 
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Rural areas may get fire hydrants 
By Lad Bevan 
Staff reporter 

A Rapides Parish Police Jury 
committee took preliminary 
stave Tuesday to )o4n a program 
designed to bring fire hydrants to 
rural areas. 

Through the program, materi-
als for 35 dry hydrants would be 

no cost to the parish 
girti 

* 
in Valley Resource 

Conservation and Development 
District In Natchitoches. 

fle Police Jury would be 
responsible Ow providing eels.* 
meat and labor kostalling the 
hydrants. 

Tressa R. Lantz, an 
AmeriCorps participant repre-  

senting the district, told jurors 
tbat a dry hydrant is a non-pres-
surized pipe system which is per-
manently installed in a -lake. 
pond or stream hi areas not ser-
viced by other hydrants. 

These hydrants can be used as 
alternate water sources for vol-
unteer fire departments in rural 
areas and also for road mainte-
nance wvit, she said. 

If the jury agrees to take part 
In the program'. Twin Valley 
woald provlde pipes, hydrant 
beads and strainers for 36 site* 
around the parish, Ms. Lantz 
saki. 

Money fbr the niaterials is to 
be provided by a grant from tbe  

state Department of Natural 
Resources, she said. although the 
contract for this funding is still 
being finalized. Bemuse the con-
trad has yet to be completed. Ms. 
Lantz could not comment on the 
amount of funding the state will 
provid. 

Oncee  finalized. however. the 
money would be aUocated to 
Trailblazer Conservation and 
Development District la Ruston, 
which is coordinating the project 
statewide. 

Twin Valley is handlimig the 
program in 21 perishes, includ-
ing ingddes, Ms. Lantz said. 

The jury's Fire. Rural 
Development and Agricultural 
Affairs Committee passed a reso-
lution in support of the project 
and named Juror Richard 
Billings, committee disirman, as-
coordinator of the project for the 
parish 

Billings said he would be 
putting together a committee of 
rural mid WM fire chiefs in the 
parish to come up with plans for 
the program. 

He also said that the perish has 
been pursuing a system of dry 
hydrants for rural areas sinoe  

1992 when a map of potentlal 
locations was put togetber. 

Ms. Lantz ezplained that the 
1992 program wa.s contracted 
with a different coordinator and 
that tke program has mow bean 
changed to Trailblazer. 

La other nutters, the Federal 
Prograzns Committee heard a 
proposat from jury President 
Myron Lawson ibr a grass-roots, 
letter-writing campaign in oppo. 
Litton to proposed cuts in federal 
funding to Job TrainIng 
Partnership Act programs end 
Reid mid nutrition program& 

Lawsou uld these proposed 
cuts in social programs would 
most bnrt "the young, the poor 
and the needy." 

Terry Bounds. Parish director 
of JTPA programs. said the 
newly elected Congress has 
launched a "feeding frenzy" on 
sodal programs. 

with the cuts, the JITA's mum-
mer program' could lose 9:6 to 691 
jobs for young people, Bounds 
told jurors. 

He also pointed out that frderal 
funding for JTPA programs IS 
years ago was $6 million. That 
sum is now down to $2 tnillion, 
and with the proposed cuts, could 
fall Waist over $1 million. 

In light of the detrimental 
impact the cuts could have to the 
parish, Lawson urged other 
jurors and the public to take part  

in the letter-writing campaign. 
In environmental matters. tt 

Grant Coordinating, Person's 
and Civil Service Commitle 
heard a report en parish roc: 
cling trout coordinator Itiontal 
Moore. 

Mrs. Moore said the city I 
Pineville is in Its fourth week , 

a new curbside recycling pr. 
graa and is averaging it tor 
per week. This amount coul 
double once cominercial bus 
nesees begin addiag their rec 
clad& meterials to the program 
she mid. 

la another eavironmental co 
cern, Alberta Pt oshto of tt 
Tloga Environmental Aetna 
Committee read a proclamatk 
from her organization betbre tl 
Public Health aod Liaisc 
Committee. 

The proclamation stated tit 
the organization is not 31136-blx 
ness or aati-industry. but that 
ia against any commet  ad  eon 
prise tlist seeks to treat. store . 
dispose of hamnious materia 
or that has to be permitted by ti 
state Department 
Environmental Quality fro 
locating la Tioga. 

In other matters, the come& 
tees discussed creating a ne 
Police Jury logo, giving the pze. 
dent authority to issue proclaim 
tons for historical eyeing and 
recognize contending citizens 

e e • 
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Pond hydrants contribute to rural protection 
Louisiana's rural population and 

local government agencies have 

received good news about rural road 

maintenance and fire protection. 
Jack McClanahan, secretary of 

the Louisiana Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR). has announced 

the approval of $998.984 in oil over-

charge funds for the implementation 
of a statewide dry hydrant project to 

be coordinated by Trainblazer inc. 

of Ruston. The project will demon-

strate energy savings through 

improved rural fire protection and 
road maintenance with the installa-
tion of 2.000 dry hydrants through-
out the state. 

As primary contractor for the 

statewide dry hydrant project, 
r ilblazer brings three years of 

ied experience to the project 
eir successful pilot program  

completed in 1992. Approval of the 
current project resulted in the com-
bined efforts of Trailblazer and 
DNR and in cooperation with the 
Northeast Delta, C'apital, Twin 
Valley and Imperial Calcasieu 
RC&D councils and parish police 
juries. 

Twin Valley is a non-profit orga-
nization supportcd by federal, state 
and foundation grants. The RC&D 
program is designed to help volun-
teers at a local level identify and 
work toward solving thc problems 
unique to their individual comniuni-
ties. Twin Valley RC&D area servcs 
eight parishes area including Caddo, 
DeSoto, Grant, Natchitoches, 
Rapides. Red River, Sabine and 
Vernon. 

A dry hydrant is a non-pressur-
ized pipe system permanently  

installed in existing lakes, ponds and 

streams. 
Propcrly installed. dry hydrants 

can solve the problem of hauling 

water over long distances by provid-

ing natural. unprocessed water for 

use. The multiple benefits awardcd 

by .dry hydrants include energy sav-

ings to consumers and road mainte-

nance departments, and improving 

rural fire protection and lower fire 

insurance ratings. 
improved rural fire protection is 

achieved with the use of dry 

hydrants by providing water from 
existing sources. 

Fire deparunent tanker trucks 

can tap these water supplics to fight 
rural lires and reduce the amount of 
time a water tanker would spend 
travelling back and forth from the 
site of the lire to the originating  

watcr source. This reduction in the 

amount of time taken to supply 

water to rural lire fighting efforts 

can reduce insurance rates in those 

areas. 
Water is also a key ingredient to 

maintaining gravel roads. 

Using water to compact ncw lay-

ers of dirt or gravcl makes a 

smoother surface on which vehicles 

can travel and increases the mileage 

vehicles using the road can achieve. 

I laving water available for 

extraction on-site resulted in a 50 

percent reduction of driving time for 

road maintenance trucks in the pilot 

project. 
With water trucks averaging 

approximately four miles per gallon 

in fuel efficiency, the use of dry 

hydrants rcllccts substantial savings 

in fucl costs. 

• 

Dominic Beggan and Angela Norsworthy, from left, view a dry fire 
hydrant in Natchitoches Parish. Every parish in Louisiana will be 
given the opportunity to install 35 hydrants. 
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Cranberry project 
begins Down East 

• 
MACHIAS — The first year of a 

new cranberry research project 
for wild mountain cranberries in 
Washington County is under way, 
and will include taste-testing and a 
recipe and jam contest this fall. 

According to Karen Bert of the 
Washington County Soil and Water 
Conservation District office, the 
Cranberry Observation Project, or 
C0P Project, needs information 
from all cranberry growers who 
are voluntarily observing patches 
of the red berries and are willing to 
do simple data collection. 

The project was conceived by 
ReinsId Nielsen of Whiting, who 
became interested in the hardy na-
tive berries atter observing them 
on his property. After doing some 
private research, Nielsen realized 
that the berry patches require lit-
tle of the intensive watering, 
spraying with pesticides and fertil-
izing that other bernes need. 

He recently approached the Con-
servation District with the idea of 
holding an informal meeting to test 
public interest in the potential low-
input cash crop. In April, 33 people 
attended the initial meeting at 
Machias. 

Nielsen has developed a packet  

that contains an explanation of the 
project, data collection sheets, and 
background information on wild 
cranberries and lingonberries. The 
packets are available at the dis-
trict office in the federal building 
in Machias. 

This year, he will begin evaluat-
ing his own test piantmg of cuttings 
from six different patches. 

Bert, an Americorps volunteer, 
said there are thousands of native 
cranberry patches that could be 
evaluated as Nielsen is doing in 
search of the ideal strain appropri-
ate for commercial cultivation. 

Tbe data sheets will be collected 
by the district this fall. They will be 
used to create a baseline of infor-
mation for the year 1996, when 
"best" plants may be located and 
set out for intensive cultivation. 
The information also will be used 
to establish guidelines for growing 
wild rnountain cranberries. 

This fall, the district will conduct 
informal taste testings and a reci-
pe and jam contest. 

. Anyone interested in the C0P 
Project may call Bert or District 
Manager Nathan Pennell at 2.55-
3995, or write Box 121, Machias 
04654. . 

\ 
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Acadia Schod fourthgr*Vrisoy.littiogT4oo.py..-.2 
•• - 

JandreaU's classroom last tank in each scridori -th aionel'-'clirection,.,cOn _the -care of the 
week. Smith is employed by riverin thenear futtir:e.7 ancfsacfry.She also had 

by Angela K. Lagasse 
MADAWASKA - Gina 

Jandreau of Madawaska is the 
mother of a 1-year old son, 
Alex, is expecting her second 
child soon and has just be-
come the proud mother of an-
other 400 babies. 

Jandreau is a fourth grade 
science teacher at Acadia 
School in Madawaska where 
400 Atlantic landlock salmon 
eggs have recently been deliv-
ered. The eggs are in an incu-
bation tank which was donated 
by Fraser Paper Ltd. in Mada- ' 
waska. , 

Salmonid Qoordinator 
Amanda Smith ot Presque Isle 
delivered the eggs to 

beable thet aiocal sponsor 
inthe FOrt Kent area soon.'We 

h.- enoug the first one to be placed this the front of the  tank for  the ' ' " nearby comrnunities by next ' The', eggs shouki become - •• . 
sac fryin the next three weeks. r ar* "‘. - : ' 

Wherthey become `pinkie The students are excited 
length' -they will be released - abo the project. They are able; _ to witness the into loCal brooks, said Smith. ' 

oroiect of releasino 'Atlantic This shoukf take place in earl) lan • • • • - - 
dlocio-csaimoriinto the brooks June.4-  • . , 

where the SairtiOn can be en-President of SALEN Philip 
joyed and tourists Soucy said Friday, 'We are 

-: - - . • 
delighted to bring the project of - •

in the area.-••' 
: . Danielle Ouellette, a fourth 

introducing salmon in the Up- .  - grade student, announced per St. John, to school chil-
while -stepping up to the tank dren.' Soucy said that Fraser 
f made the project possible foror a quick look, -Coming soon

 
Madawaska aod he hopes tc to a brook near you." 

Arneri-Corps. The sponsors of The incubation -tank is .a to prepak in advance by 'find-
this project are the Atlantic ' large aquarium with circulating  ing pebtiles and boiling them 
Salmon Association, SALEN water and insulatiOn to prepare the tank. She added,surround- • 
and the St. John Aroostook R, .ing the tank. The eggs-are-Sen- 'The night before the tank was 

• C and D. sitive to light, so in order for delivered to us, 1 sent my hus-
•A number of tanks are cur- . the students to watch the  de- 

thro
band outside to try and dig

ug rently up and running in New velopment of the eggs, asmall h the snow for a few more. • 
, Brunswick, said Smith. This is hinged window Was  placed in pebbles to be sure 1 hal:f 

. _ . . 
would like 'to see a tank at the 
Fort Kent Elementary School 
butwe do need a sponsor fi rst," 
he added. ry : ;. - 

' Smith SIdit is deflnitely a 
cornmurilly project and a com-
munity-effort. She added, -We 
hope to have an increase in the 

far north on the American side students to take .a quick peek. 
of the border. - Jandreau .said. she got in-.. , , 

According to Smith projects volved in .this ,project when 
of this type are ongoing in Smith asked -her-about it. 
southern Maine, however, Jandreau said shiiwas glad to 
Acadia School is the first school take part. The project is being 
north of Woodland to agree to . taken care of by two 'science ' 
participate in the project. She classes at Acadia School. 
added, 'We hope to have a _ Jandreau received much 
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Pascagoula native %cierves in AmeriCorpst 
By DEOBIE WOOD 
Max ssippi Prost Stan program s9ich has received lit-

Shelly Foutz-I•owe of tie media attention despite the - 
Pascagoula is making a positive i{ great strides being performed in 
difference in the lives of Natchez communities across the country. 
citizens through the AmeriCorps "My main objective is to let 
program. people know thia program is 

Implemented by President available, eapeciafiy the middle 
Bill Clinton, AmeriCorps is a class," she aaid. "We are the 
national service initiative to guinea pigs for this progrinn. l'ne 
achieve moults in nddressing the breaking my neck to let people 
nation's critical education, know because if the politicians in 
human servioe, public eafety and Washington cut this programa 
environmental reeds of the corn- out, then I hope everyone in this 
munity. state gets a clear measage, that 

Shelly is a member of the these politicians don't care any-
inaugural group of ArneriCorps thing about the middle class. 
participants in Mississippi. Sho "This prograni is for all claim-
is working with the City of es of people, but mainly for the 
Natchez planning department. middle ChM. Without it, I would 

"We sat down and discussed still be paying off my student 
what programs we thought loans. Everyone always has 
would be best for Natchez," omething to Bay about thUois,-
Shelly said. "I knew I wanted to Wan but atleast, he cares 
work with young people and nough to try to help our edu-

Not only ia Shelly dealing • college, undergraduates who 
with teen pregnancy prevention, MAKING A DIFFERENCE — Shelly Foutz-Lowe ot might want to take a year off 
she ia also working with girls Pascagoula is making a positive difference in between years of college to find 
who are already pregnant. Natchez with the AmeriCorps program initlated by out what direction they want to 

"I try to encourage them t41, President Bill Clinton. Shelly is working with teen pursue and ibr college graduatea 
kstay in school, get their educe?* who can uae the scholarship 

tal and postnatal care," she said. to use for graduate school. 

involved in the program, the 
more money we will get from tbe 
government," Shelly said. 
"There's a lot of potential in this 
stele and I get sick and tired of 
reading and watching television 
about how bad it is here, when I 
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since Mississippi has the nimiber cation,"Shelly said. 
one teenage pregnancy rate in: The program is deaigned for 
the nation, we decided 'to work high school graduates who want 
on this issue." . to take a break before darting 
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Staff nolo/Anna Flhololla 

pregnancy, teen pregnancy prevenllon, the reestab-
lishment of a YMCA and assisting organizatlons ir, 
obtaining grants. Shelly Is one of 67 AmeriCoips 
volunteers addressing different needs in Mississippi. 

sippi in 1993. 
A professor nt USM, Richard 

Larkin, knew of Shelly's deep 
involvement in community activ-

'Lion and get the proper prena- money to pay off student loans or 

Another objective is the Shelly said she is even encour-
reestablishment of the YMCA in aging her two younger brothers 

torate dcgree in psychology at 
USM. 

"My passion is for people less 
fortunate. I don't likc to see any-

toward paying off student loans. 
She also receives travel expens-
es of $1,600 as she goes through-
out the state talking to commu-

ities and recommended the pro-
gram to her. Shelly is one of 67 
volunteers in this state working 
to make rural communities b 
ter to 

said she was 
shy in high school, she bccame 
involved in community activitiesi 
in college. She volunteers at a (i 
sexual assault crisis center and • 
the Christian soup services in 
Hattiesburg where her husband, 
Michael, is working on his doc- . 

nity leaders. 
"This work does not pay an 

cnormous salary, but the 
rewards are astounding," Shelly 
aid. "I get so much satisfaction 
ut of helping people, helping 

them see their own self-worth. 
I want to let young people know 
that we haven't forgotten ahout 
them. I want them to know that 

ithout them, we have no 
uture." .  
, Shelly encourages othera to 

Natchez. In 1968, the YMCA to become involved in the pro-
pulled out because of racial rela- gram, sponsored through tho 
Lions. Shelly said she hopes to U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
bring the YMCA back into the _ "The more people we get 

one mistreated," Shelly Raid. "I 
like people and want to help 
them. I have a keen interest in 
young people and I'm a champi-
on for these causea." 

Shelly willjvolunteer in 
Natchez for about nine months, 
performing 1,700 hours of corn-
niunity service work. For her 
participation in AmeriCorps, she 
is receiving a atipend of $8,000 
and scholarship re y—worth 
more than $4,70 will go 

mmmunity and support for these 
plans has been positive. She a 
wants to help community orgalT 
nizations punnie grants. 

A 1989 graduate of 
Pascagoula High School, Shelly 
received a bachelor of science 
degree in oevchology from the 
Univers outhern 

•• • • 
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-Local news 

Fire program seeks Amite hetp 
By Sandra Nettles ! 

Stan WrItor i 

Reducing tire losses und in-
surance ratee in rural areas id tne 
goal, and identifying water sour• 
ces throughout the county ia the 
first etep. 

Canetti O'Brien, coordinator 
for the ArneriCorps Rural Fire 
Protection program, askod the 
Amite County Board of Supur-
visors onUonday for Elilp M tden.  

water bources throughout the 
counTy—thTst can nz-usect by-rural--
fire departments to fill tanker 
trucke. O'Brien, who worka with 
Southwest Miseiseippi Roeource 
Coneervation and Development 
in Brookhaven, said the 
A m erieo r pli pro gra VIrgiral—lv—rtr 
improve rural fire protectiun and 
roduce fire in4urance vatea to( 
rural reaidonte. -^ 

"It's really a rasa roots ettort 
to get local firefightora to go in 
their districte and find water to 
use. Then we can coordinate with 
the county," ehe eaid. Sho ax-
plained that once water eources 
ure found the supervisore will bc 

salted to provide hard aurfaco ac-
CCee roads to the bodies of water. 

O'Brien invitod the board tu at- 
tend a meeting on the matter 
scheduled for Monday evening. 

tifying ponds, streams and uthur 

o 
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Stanton aubdivislOrt (northwest of but the Job of determining whkh Cloveland), HMS and East Boyle ares will be designated to fe4tive subdivisions in Boyle, Shelby the system will be left up to super-Farms, Isaac Daniels vit,divt:ion visors. of Mound Bayou and Hogan sub. Area evaluation survey have division of Motmd Bayou already bean conducted In. the Richard explained that hc and aforerneAtioned ' sald Andrea Clark of Oeveland, tba Richard, adding that ha expects to other tarn member of the cot:my meet with supervisors "In the next ArnatiCorps prog_ram, will be couple  of weeks" to SU if they Working with tlx_BolivAr County have settled on s target area in the 
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Special Week 
Honors Earth 

• County Executive Jaycee 
Rawlings recently signed a 
proclamation declaring the 
week of April 15-22 "Celebrate 
the Earth" week in Humphreys 
County. 

Rawlings said, "The obser-
vance of this week not only 
marks the 60th anniversary of 
the Soil Conservation Service 
and the 25th anniversary of 
Earth Day, but recalls to us as 
Humphreys Countians the mis-
sion we have to conserve our 
natural resources." 

The AmeriCorps members 
and staff of Humphreys Soil 
Conservation District, in co-
operation with the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service 
are continuing the theme 
Rawlings set for the week by 
hosting "Celebrate the Earth," 
an environmental field day at 
Blue Creek Nature Center in 
Waverly. 

Celebrate the Earth is being 
held in conjunction with "A 
Celebration of the Land," a 
month-long observance by the 
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service. The event will 
take place April 20-21. Ap-
proximately 1,000 third 
through sixth graders from lo-
cal schools will be treated to a 
day at the event. However, the 
public is invited to attend from 
2:30-5 p.m. on April 20. 

A variety of local industries, 
and state and federal agencies 
that deal with the conservation 
of natural resources will be 
present with hands-on displays 
and activities. 

Likewise, the hiking trails 
and nature exhibit room of the 
Blue Creek Nature Center will 

, be open to visitors. Special 
guests Ruby Raindrop and 
Sammy Soil will be on hand to 
greet visitors at the center. 

Come out to Blue Creek Na-
ture Center, located at the 

'Humphreys Agriculture Cen-
ter, to begin your celebration 
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BLYTHEVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 

Sunday, March 5, 1995 

BLYTHEVILLE COURIER NEWS 

Homebuyers 
workshop set 

Mississippi County EOC will 
conduct a low-income, first-time 
homebuyers workshop frorn 6 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. Monday and each suc-
cessive Monday through March 27. 

The workshops will be at the 
Blytheville Neighborhood Center, 
202 W. Main St. 

Facilitators for the program are 
Sandra Smith, MCAEOC housing 
counselor, and Johnnie Campbell, 
AmeriCorps/RECDS member. 

i 
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' Three AnieriCorps members -have 
begun service with the Soil 
Conservation Service (SCS) in 
Lewiston. 

Mark Kunz, District 
Conscrvationist, Lewiston SCS, 
announced that Michael Aho of 
Moorehead. Linda Dahl of Lewiston, 
and Shelly Eckblad of Red Wing *began their servicc on Oct_ 3. 

They are among 20 AmeriCorps 
mcmbcrs selected to work with the 
USDA SCS in Minnesota for onc 
ycar. 

Aho and Dahl will be located in 
Lcwiston, and Eckblad will be in 
Rochester. Kunz said the members 
will bc .working on a project 
designed to improve the watcr 
quality of the• Whitewater River 
Watcrshed through public 
participation to include improved 
nutrient and pesticide management 
within thc watershed boundaries. 

Gary Nordstrorn, Statc 
Conservationist, SCS in St. Paul, 
said AmcriCorps is an cxciting 
opportunity to help us get things 
done with people in the community. 
"A lot of pcoplc competed for our 20 
AmeriCorps positions. We will 
demand quality work from them, just 
iS if they were SCS federal 
einployees, and I do expect them to 
be visible to the people in the 
community." SCS. AmeriCorps 

* embers will wear either a cap, tee-
hirt, sweatshirt or pin with thc 

AmcriCorps logo on it for 

AmeriCorps members begin working 
for USDA Soil Conservation Service 

identification. . 
AmeriCorps is7Prbsident Climonts 

national servicc prOgrIrn, a clorrieslie 
Pcacc Corps of 20,000 mcmbers. 

SCS AmcriCorps members will 
work 1,700 hours and receive a 
living allowancc and an educational 
gran L 

The 20 USDA SCS AmeriCorps 
members in Minncsota ate 
headquartered out of fivc projt sites 
and will be working on six:different 
natural resource projects.. - 

7"'irfie e r&u:s1 ii;itersh-cd 
public participation in Lewiston and 
Cloquet; conservation outreach and 
trails promotion in- Twin Valley; 
grassland and pasture management in i 
Rochester; and 'animal waste 
management in Thief River Falk  

For more information about 
AmeriCorps, contact any local office 
of the USDA SCS. Thcir officcs are 
located' in county scat towns. 
throughout Minnesota. 
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e AmeriCorps members begin work 
with Soil Conservation Service 

- LEWISTON, Minn. — Four AmeriCorps members includ-
ing Shelly Eckblad of Red Wing have started work with the 
U.S. Soil Conservation Service. They are among 20 Ameri-
Corps members selected to work in Minnesota for one 
year. They will be working on a project designed to 
improve water quality of the Whitewater River Watershed 
including improved nutrient and pesticide management. 
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Linda Cant or Mike Ano 5•23--
2171. 
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200farrnerSeli9ible 
for WQIP payments 
By Jason Abraham 
Winona Dairf News 

About 200 farmers in the Middle 
Branch of the Whitewater River 
watershed are eligible for incen-
tive payments through a new 
Water Quality Incentive Program 
(WQEP) set to begin this winter. 

Farmers in Winona, Wabasha 
and Olmsted counties are includ-
ed in the prop-am, which was ap-
proved by the USDA-Agicultural 
Stabilizadon and Conservation 
Serrice (ASCS), recently re-
named the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA). 

According to a press release, 
the goai of the prop-am is :o re-
duce the amount of pollution en-
tering the river frorn ag.cultaral 
pollutants. Incendve payments 
are reimbursement for trhe a.nd 
equipment that might be nec-
sary to implement the new tech-
niques. 

Under the progam. farmers 
will develop three-year manage-
ment plans for practic that in-
clude pesticide, fertilzer and 
agricultural waste caana• gement. 
Members of AmeriCoqs, the pub-
lic serricegroup formed by the 
C.inton adminstraton, will assist 
farmers with the technical 
aspect of their ma=gement 
plans. 

Linda Dahl, an kneriCor2-s 
member, said they wiil heip 
farmers come up with their own 
management plans, which will in-
clude project like specialized 
crop rotation, contour farming 
methods and tillage methods. No 
st-uctural projects — like darns 
— will be funded through WQ1P. 

Payments will be made to 
farmers based on what manage-
ment practices need to be imple-  

mented and the ex:ent tn Mich 
they are applied. WQ12 payments 
will be limited to S2..300 per year 
fora maximum of three years. 

Dahl said a 1989 survey oi resi-
dents in the Writewacer River, 
watershed asked particpants if' 
they felt there was a water qual I 1 
ity problem and if they would 
participate in progams that 
would address these problems. 
Fifty percent responded to the 
survey and 80 percent of the re-
sponses were positve. 

A somewhat sirniTar program in 
Rochester that invoived residents 
in the Zurnbro River watershed 
had good results for the past sev-
eral years, Dahl said. 

"We're hoping for a similarly " 
good response with the Middle 
Branch project and from the sur-
vey, it looks like we'll get it," 
Dahl said. 

Any farmers interted in par-
bcipating i.n the progarn can sub-
mit an application during a sign-
up period, which ends at 4:30 
p.m. Dec. 9 at the ASCS office in 
Lewiston. 
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Arhericorps Members begin 
service with USDA soil conservation 

Three AmeriCorps members 
have begun service with the Soil 
Conservation Service (SCS) in 
Lewiston. Mark Kunz, District 
Conservationist, Lewiston SCS, 
announced that Michael Aho of 
Moorhead, Linda Dahl of Lewiston, 
and Shelly Eckblad of Red Wing 
began their service on October 3. 
They are among 20 ArneriCorps 
Members selected to work with the 
USDA SCS in Minnesota for one 
yeac 

Aho and Dahl will be located 
in Lewiston, and Eckblad will be in 
Rochestet Kunz said the members 
will be working on a project 
designed to improve the water 
quality of the Whitewater River 
Watershed through public 
participation to include improved 
nutrient and pesticide management 
within the watershed boundaries. 

Gary Nordstrorn, State 
Conservationist, SCS in SL Paul, 
said "AmeriCorps is an exciting 
opportunity to help us get things 
done with people in the 
community. A lot of people 
competed for our 20 AmeriCorps 
positions. We will demand quality 
work from them, just as if they 
were SCS federal employees, and I  

do expect them to be visible to the 
people in the community." SCS 
AmeriCorps members will wear 
either a cap, tee-shirt, sweatshirt or 
pin with the AmeriCorps logo on it 
for identification. 

AmeriCorps is President 
tlinton's national service program, 
a domestic Peace Corps of 20,000 
members. 

SCS ArneriCorps members 
will work 1,700 hours and receive a 
living allowance and an educational 
grant. 

The 20 USDA SCS 
AmeriCorps members in Minnesota 
are headquarterectout of five project 
sites and will be working on six 
different natural resource projects. 
The projects focus on watershed 
public participation in Lewiston 
and Cloquet; conservation outreach 
and trails promotion in Twin 
Valley; grassland and pasture 
management in Rochester; and 
animal waste management in Thief 
River Falls. 

For more information about 
AmeriCorps, contact any local 
office of the USDA SCS. Their 
offices are located in county seat 
towns throughout Minnesota. 

e 
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What do you do with a soil survey? 

This is the first in a series of top the list in the number of 
stories on the Polk County Soil requests, but inquiries have come 
Survey. in from environmental consulting 

By Brian Krzmarzick groups, engineering firms and the 
AmeriCrops _member .- Department of Energy." 

The Polk County Soil Survey According to Wright-Koll, 
was completed last fall. With some private citizens and farmers 
spring here, this is a good tirne to who are interested in finding out 
think about why the soil survey more about the land they own or 
was taken and how it can be used. are thinking of purchasing have 

Many people have only a vague requested soil maps. These 
idea of what soils information can examples, of course, do not 
be used for, others frcquently use include the daily use of soils maps 
the survey informstion. Patty by the Natural Resources 
Wright-Koll, soil scientist for Conservation Service (formerly the 
Polk County, says that "appraisers _ Soil Conservation Service) or the available from the survey includes _ 

Soil and Water Conservation crop information, such as expected 
District. fertility levels, yields and ratings 

A pubiished Soil Survey for suitability for  farming.  There 
_usually contains about 200 pages are a lso  charts within the survey 
of maps, aerial photographs, tables that rate the  different soil types  for 

the suitability for land 
development and structures, such 
as buildings, ponds, septic 
systems or landfills. 

History 
Soil surveys were first 

published in the United States 
during the !ate 1800's. A renewed 
interest in the importance of soils 

. Some of the data that is began  during the dust bowl era of 
See SURVEY, page S. 

and soil descriptions. This may 
seem a bit overwhelming to the 
average citizen but ease in using 
the survey is readily realized. The 
information that the Soil Survey 
encompasses ranges from soil 
textures to available water 
capacity. 
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the 1930s. It was discovered that 
certain soil types blow or wash 
away more easily than others. 

- During this period of discovery the 
• Soil Conservation Service was 

established and the mapping of 
different soils types was increased. 

The first mapping of Polk 
County began in the early 1930s 
by a Russian-born soil scientist. 

Nikiforoff, working for the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) in 
cooperation with the University of 
Minnesota -Agi`ICultural 
Experirnent Station, published the 
Red River Valley Reconnaissance 
Survey in 1939. The book 
contains generalized soil maps of 
seven Minnesota counties (Kittson 
to Traverse counties) adjacent to 
the Red River. 

In April of 1983, an agreement 
was signed to map all of Polk 
County. In August of '83, Project 
Leader.._4t1 Gfencke and a limited 
crew 6egan mapping. Over the 
years there was a large turnover of 
crew and Giencke turned over the 
project to Charles Saari in 1985. 
With the help of more than 20 
people over 10 years, the project 
was completed in early fall of 
1994. 

Of the extensive crew that 
worked to compete the project, 
tow rain for tbe finishing details. 
Barry Hunyadi, who joined the 
group in 1988, and Patty Wright-
Koll, who came in 1992, still 
work in the soil survey office in 
Crookston. Both of them are 
working to make sure the survey 
information is correct before its  

printing. 
As is true for most of the 

country, almost all counties in 
Minnesota have either been 
mapped or are in the process of 
being mapped. Over the years, 
Minnesota has developed a unified 
soils mapping system so that all 
soil surveys within the state use 
the same lcgend and soil 
descriptions. 

Soil survey books, when 
published, will be available free of 
charge at the NRCS office. The 
Polk County survey is expected to 
be published within the next 
several years. An interim report 
should be available sooner. 

In the region, soil survey books 
have already been published for 
Pennington, Kittson and Norman 
counties. 

In the 1950s to the 1970s, 
more trapping was completed in 
scattered areas of Po!k County on 
an as-neeed basis for conservation 
planning. Over the years the 
concepts of mapping have 
changed. The classification 
systems have evolved with new 
methods and discoveries. The soils 
do not change (unless eroded) but 
our way of looking at them does. 

o 
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JACOBSMA IS AMERICORPS VOLUNTEER AT SCS—David Jacob-
sma of Luverne will be working at the Soil Conservation Service 
(SCS) in Warren as a volunteer with the AmeriCorps project. He will 
be helping inform the public about the SCS. - Sheaf Photo 

David Jacobsma Begins His 
AmeriCorps Service With scs 
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WARREN SHEAF 
WARREN, MINNESOTA 
OCTOBER 19, 1994 

Da id Rose, district conservationist 
with t.le U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) Soil Conservation Ser-
vice (SCS) in Wan-en, announces David 
Jacobsma nf Luverne began his Ameri-
Corps service October 3 and is located 
in the Warren office. He is among 20 
AmeriCorps members selected to 
work with the USDA SCS in Min-
nesota now through August 1995. 

Rose said Jacobsma will be work-
ing on a project designed to provide 
community service by helping inform 
people about the SCS. He began his 
service with a USDA SCS Ameri-
Corps orientation program October 3-
7 in St. Paul. 

SCS AmeriCorps members will be 
highly visible. They will wear either 
a cap, T-shirt, sweatshirt or pin that 
shows the AmeriCorps logo, "We get 
things done." 

Gary Nordstrom, state conserva-
tionist in St. Paul, said, "AmeriCorps 
is an exciting opportunity to help us 
get things done with people in the com-
munity. A lot of iteople competed for 
our 20 AmeriCorps positions. We will 
demand quality work from them, just 
as if they were federal SCS employ-  

ees and I do expect them to be visible 
to the people in the comrnunity." 

AmeriCorps represents President 
Clinton's fulfillment of a campaign 
pledge to create a national service pro-
gram, a domestic Peace Corps of 20,000 
AmeriCorps members. 

The SCS AmeriCorps members will 
work 1,700 hours during their service 
time, will receive a living allowance 
between $7,660 and $12,000 and each 
member successfully completing his 
service requirements will be awarded 
a $4,725 educational grant. 

Minnesota's USDA SCS 10 Ameri-
Corps members are headquartered out 
of five projects sites and will be work-
ing on six different natural resource 
projects. The projects focus on water-
shed public participation in Cloquet 
and Lewiston, conservation outreach 
and trails promotion in Twin Valley, 
grassland and pasture management in 
Rochester and animal waste manage-
ment in Thief River Falls. 

For more information about Atneri-
Corps. contact any local office of the 
USDA SCS. Their offices are located 
in county seat cities throughout Min- 
nesota. 
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CRAIG McEWENRfr, IPMnum 

AmeriCorps workers (from lett) Jeff York, Holly Sirjord, Kelly Engen, Aaron Neubert and Kathy Musch stand along the Agassiz Recre-
ational Trail near Twin Valley, Minn. 

AmeriCorps 
Iends funds 
for services 
By Craig McEwen 
The Forum 

TWIN VALLEY. Minn - Pargoan 
jeff York was preparing to enroll 
for cl  at Moorhead State Lini-

versity when a 
r • . brochure 

, caught his eye 
.•tir ft was seek 

Ing applicants 
for Ameri 
Conn. the 
national com 

-, munity service 
_r* program that 

President Clin 
ton cells the 
most prized 

ai htevemeni of his adminisim 
loon 

A liey Int entire is the 54.725 in 
J ollege tuition that the six month 
old program offers its workers 

Parocipants. 17 years and older. 
...moot to i 1 months of commu 
oily service 40 hours per week - 
tor whit h they earn near mini 
mum wage salaries in addition to 
i he l zillion allowance 

Already. the U S House of Repre 
sentatives wants to cut the 5500 
million AmeriCorps budget by 
Iwo thirds Five workers stationed 
at Twin Valley have mixed feel 
ings about that 

1 hey are among 20.000 nation• 
wide and 20 in Minnesota who 
joined ArneriCorps when it began 
last September 

York. a 26 year nld MSU junior 
majoring in political science. 
admits that the tuition prod 
hooked him 

niii he also wanted the Job 
experience that the program 
would provide "i thought it would 
lie really beneficial to do some 
thing like ihis: York says. "as far 
as other opportunities that would 
he created " 

lr s the college stipend that 
Kathy Must h. a North Dakota State 
University zoology graduate. •lao 
found attractive 

Nut Minch, 22. also wonted to 
do conservation outreach work 
since her college emphasis was in 
wildlife and fisheries hiology 

'I've gained a lot ol experience 

I 

Clinton 

I  TILE e JM, TWIN VALLEY, MINNESOTA, MARCH 26401  

Students part of Clintors pilot program o 

through it." she says 
Much of the Twin Valley roup's 

effort involves promoting the 32 
mile. Agassiz Recreation•I Tratl 
that is being built on an anban 
doned railroad bed between Ulen 
end Ferule, Mlnn. 

The multi use trail wlll have two 
levels the upper tier for anownio 
biling. hiking, biktng arid bird 
watching and the lower for snow - 
shoeing, skiing, dog sledding and 
horseback riding 

Other projects int lode promot 
ing area tourism. seeking grants 
for a city park and planning a 
walking trail in Ada, Minn . help 
ing with a water screening project 
in Halms& Mlnn promoting the 
planting of trees along state high 
ways to eliminate snow drifts and 
soil erosion 

Holly Milord. 20. Gary. Minn . 
attended North Dakota State Unl 
versity for one year and hopes to 
go back after a stint With Amer{ 
Corps 

't just hope that this experience 
wlll help me with other jobs in the 
future,' she says 

Sirjord is working with the Mah 
nomen, Mlnn . Chamber of Com 
merce and Mahnomen County to 
promote tourism 

Among her projects is the devel 
opmenl of a map that will high 
light the Agassiz Trail as well as 
area resorts. the Shooting Star 
Casino in Mahnomen and other 
tourist spots The map, she says, 
will be distributed by area busi 
nesses 

Aaron Neuhert. a 22 year old 
Bemidji State University graduate 
from Mahnomen. is using his 
mass communications skills to 
promote the trail 

Neubert, whose college concen-
tration was in broadcasting, is 
helping produce a promotional 
vldeo for the Agassiz Trail 'That 
will be a pretty big project We 
want it to be pretty professional,' 
he says 

He is also helping Ada commu 
rally leaders update a city develop 
ment video 

AmeriCorps is a good program 
for more than one reason, he says 

'We're trying to bring economic 
development to small communt 
ties around here,' Neuberl says 
'if we weren't here, nobody would 
be doing it ' 

Gary native Kelly Engen, 23. was 
previously In charge of the Nor 
man County Soil and Water Con 
servation District's tree program 

Now •n AmeriCorps worker. 
Engen ls asking local landowners 
to set aslde land for planting trees 
- or what he calls a 'hying snow 
fence' - along Highway 200, west 
of Ada 

The Norman County Soll and 
Water Conservation District, he 
says, will begin planting about 
1,500 trees in May along the first 
three mile stretch of the project 

Engen, who had completed I la 
years at Northland Community 

College in Thief Rlver Falls, Minn . 
majoring in conservation law, 
says the grant wlll help pay the 
rem•inder of his education costs 
when he returns to school. 

Musch says she thinks the 
AmeriCorps program should be 
continued a second year because 
it provldes a benefit to small com-
munities 

'I think it's a good program 
especially for people who have to 
take out loans for college,' says 
Sirjord 

York, from a political science 
standpoint. agrees that federal 
budget cuts should be considered 

can see the concern in budget 
increases because this (mild 
potentlally be another billion dol-
lar program,' he says. 

But those who want to cut 
AmeriCorps funding, he says. 
shouldn't go in there -hacking 
away" without taking a closr look 
at what the program has sccom 
plished 



POST BULLETLN 
ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA 
OCTOBER 26, 1994 

CAgRe_gion Ja, FurS1, 
cir‘f  r?Cour. 285-7742 

Americorps members help 
soil conservation efforts . Americoms. a nahnnal ser ice 
program started ir. Pr,...ident Clin-
ton. is up and runnin.: with feur 
members workim: In th,2 ( .on 

Ser, soutia.tern 
innesoui 

The four members ark• workIng 
in the t: S Departmt.n. 1;2ri-
culture's Soil Conso:-,.ition Ser-
vice offices in Lewiston and 
Rochester 

Michael Aho of Moorhead. Linda 
Dahl of Lewiston and Shelly Eck-
blad of Red Wing are working in 
the Lewiston oflice on a project 
designed to improve the water 
quality of the Whitewater River 
Watershed through pubhc partic-
ipation in the effort. 

Tracy Guthrniller of Fairmont is 
working in Rochester to help inipro‘.e the forage and ,crassland 
base. improve water quahty and 
increase profitability of agricul-ture while enhancir42 the envi-
ronment. 

The Soil Conservation Service 
in Minnesota has 20 students 
involved with it.throuchAmeri-
corps. which has been called a 
domestic Peace Corps 

The Southeastern Minnesota Ini-tiative Fund, Mankato State Uni-
versity and Winona State Univer-
sity are administering the program, 
and held a ceremony today 
announcing its start 

• 
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TWIN VALLEY 
TWIN VALLEY, MINNESOTA 
DECEMBER 6, 1994 

• 

Buildings at county 
fairgrounds to be painted 

The AmeriCorps Rural Develop-
ment Team last week announced 
one of its community service pro-
jects for the month of May will be 

to paint buildings at the Norman 
County Fairgrounds at Ada. 

Ten Northwest Minnesota Ameri-
Corps members, along with three 
North Dakota AmeriCorps mem-
bers, will be painting the buildings 
from 9 to 4 o'clock on Thursday, 
May llth. The Norman County Fair 

Board will furnish the supplies for 

the services and a few volunteers 
for the day. 

Volunteers are welcome to help. 
Any interested organizations or 
individnals should contact the Twin 
Valley AmeriCorps members at  

(218) 584-8205. 
AmeriCorps is the new domestic 

Peace Corps created by President 
Clinton and Congress to engage 
Americans of all backgrounds in 

direct service to their communities 
in exchange for an educational ben-

efit that can be used to pay for col-
lege, job training, or to repay stu-' 
dent loans. 

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture is operating three types of 
AmeriCorps teams composed of 
approximately 1,200 members serv-

ing 38 states nationwide: an Anti-
Hunger Team, a Public Lands and 
Environment Team, and a Rural 
Development Team. 

• 

• 



TWIN VALLEY TIMES 
TWIN VALLEY, MINNESOTA 
MAY 9, 1995 * 

AmeriCorps applies for 
heritage center grant 

USDA Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS), former-
ly Soil Conservation Service 
(SCS), AmeriCorps members an-
nounced today information about 
their recent progress. 

The Twin Valley AmeriCorps 
members assigned to help coordi-
nate the Agassiz Recreational Trail 
(A.R.T.) have submitted a grant for 
an Information Heritage Center in 
Twin Valley. This would be a repli-
ca of the old Twin Valley depot and 
would be built along the A.R.T. 
The Information Heritage Center 
would house 24-hour restrooms for 
trail users.  

For community service projects, 
ail 12 AmeriCorps members in 
NW Minnesota, participated in the 
Crookston Clean-Up on November 
9th. Along with area volunteers, 
the AmeriCorps members picked 
up litter on the two main one-way 
streets. 

On November 15th the Arneri-
Corps members received wind and 
water crosion training in Red Lake 
Falls, from area District Conserva-
tionists Dave Dornbusch and 
Randy Huelskamp. This training 
also touched on some of the formu-
las used to measure crop residue 
loss. 

Of the funds appropriated from 
the Minnesota State Lottery by the 
LCMR (Legislative Commission 
on Minnesota Resources) for the 
Agassiz Recreational Trail, there  

was an allorntion for the establish-
ment of a walking trail in the city 
of Ada. AmeriCorps A.R.T. coordi-
nators are helping the City of Ada 
develop a plan of work, so con-
struction on the Ada Trail - can 
begin this spring. 

The A.R.T. Citizens Advisory 
Board chose Shelley Johnson of 
1Nvin Valley as the winner of the 
A.R.T. Logo contest. She will re-
ceive a 550 savings bond. 

On November 23 the Ameri-
Corps members went through s 
team building rope course at the 
MSU Regional Science Center. 
Each member went through a series 
of low rope courses and one high 
rope course. The emphasis of the 
day was setting individual goals 
and accomplishing those goals 
through teamwork. 

The Conservation Outreach 
members have been working on 
organizing a Crop Residue 
Alliance for their respective coun-
ties. An initial letter of contact has 
been put together along with a list 
of area agri-businesses. In the corn-
ing months, the AmeriCorps mem-
bers working on this project will be 
going to these businesses to discuss 
the potential contributions they can 
make. Also, they- will be traveling 
to the landowners of priority living 
snowfence land and discussing the 
potential of their land for the plant-
ing of trees for the living snow-
fence projeci 

* 
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THE WINONA POST 
WINONA, MINNESOTA 
OCTOBER 23, 1994 

AtteriCorFitInembers begin 
Service with USDA soil conservation 

Three AmeriCorps members 
have begun service with the Soil 
Conservation Service (SCS) in 
Lewiston. Mark Kunz, District 
Conservationist, Lewiston SCS, 
announced that Michael Aho of 
Moorhead, Linda Dahl of Lewiston, 
and Shelly Eckblad of Red Wing 
began their service on October 3. 
They are among 20 AmeriCorps 
members selected to work with the 
USDA SCS in Minnesota for one 

Aho and Dahl will be located 
in Lewiston, and Eckblad will be in 
Rochester. Kunz said the members 
will be working on a project 
designed to improve the water 
quality of the Whitewater River 
Watershed through public 
participation to include improved 
nutrient and pesticide management 
within the watershed boundaries. 

Gary Nordstrorn, State 
Conservationist, SCS in SL Paul, 
said "AmeriCorps is an exciting 
opportunity to help us get things 
done with people in the 
community. A lot of people 
competed for our 20 AmeriCorps 
positions. We will demand qtmlity 
work from them, just as if they 
were SCS federal employees, and I  

do expect them to be visible to the 
people in the cornmunity." SCS 
AmeriCorps members will wear 
either a cap, tee-shirt, sweatshirt or 
pin with the AmeriCorps logo on it 
for identific.ition. 

AmeriCorps is President 
tlinton's national service program, 
a domestic Peace Corps of 20,000 
members. 

SCS AmeriCorps members 
will work 1,700 hours and receive a 
living allowance and an educational 
grant. 

The 20 USDA SCS 
AmeriCorps members in Minnesota 
are headquarteredout of five project 
sites and will be working on six 
different natural resource projects. 
Tne projects focus on watershed 
public participation in Lewiston 
and Cloquet; conservation outreach 
and trails promotion in Twin 
Valley; grassland and pasture 
management in Rochester; and 
animal waste management in Thief 
River Falls. 

For more information about 
AmeriCorps, contact any local 
office of the USDA SCS. Their 
offices are located in county seat 
towns throughout Minnesota. 

e 
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TWIN VALLEY TIMES 

THIEF RIVER FALLS, MINNESOTA 
MARCH 5, 1995 

AmeriCorps mernbers here improve 
environment and promote tourism . 

Five merrlberc of the USDA Nat-
ural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) AmeriCorps Rural 
Develcpmeut Tearo In Twin Vallcy 
announced that in their last few 
months of service they have made 
significant progress Improving 
wildlife habitats, promoting tocat 
tourism and providing conservation 
outreach by designing living snow 
fences. 

ArneriCtxps works with the 
Agassiz Wildlife Refloge in ordcr to 
provide ilabitats for Animals, con-
structing brush kidgings for various 
wildlife. The ArneriCorps members 
aLso worked with the Snowdrifters 
Snowmobile Club in Thief River 
Fatls io help prepare for the hon 
Man 25.0 snowmobile race. Other 
community service projects include 
Give Watr.r A Hand water $Crezn-  

lnBPrOjOllnHaJS: a NelPr18 
xlUPa5dStsNm8mAajCaPS 
booth at the Red River Vallcy Win-
ter Shows in Crookston. 

AmeriCorps members worktog 
on the Agassir Recreational Trail 
(A.R.T.) project have compleutd an 
A.R-T. pre-brochure and are devel-
oping a Mahnomen County tourism 
brochure. They are also preparing a 
grant for a city park in Ada, and 
working on the plans for the Ada 
walking trail. The Arn . 
members have reeeive-d a grant 
$200 from Polaris to help with tbe • 
promotion of A.R.T. 

ArneriCoros members working 
on the Conservation Outreach pro-
ject Lave constructed a working 
Living Snow Fence Mocki to beoer 
demonstrate a need for such a pro-
gram. A living snow fence is one or 
many rows of oees planted along a 
roadway to stop snow from drifung 
across. Mcmbers also organized a 
tillage demonstration to bc held in 
late August of this year. Arneri-
Corps has received S3,000 from the 
Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation ( .42:Dorr) and Sl,5W 
from the Watershed Advisory 
Group to help with both ot these 
Pn:litets. 

ArncriCorps is the ncw domestic 
Peace Corps a-eared by President 
Clinton and Congress to engai'e 
Americans of all backgrounds in 
direct service to their communities 
in exchange for an educational ben-

14 Li ifte ‘...11+ 11.141.1 0.4 }041, 4 VI LUI 

lege , job training, or to repay back 
student bans. 

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture is sponsoring three types of. 
ArocriCorps teams compoi-ed of 
approximately 1,200 microbus ser-
ving 38 states nationwide: an Anti-
Hunger learn, a Pubhe Laneis arid 
Environment Teant, and a Rural 
DevtiOpatent 1 Gam , 

or 
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• BANGOR DAILY NEWS 
BANGOR, MAINE 
JULY 16-17, 1994 

Down East 
AmeriCorps grant to fund 
8 jobs in Washington County 

By Clayton Beal 
Of the NEWS Staff 

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture has awarded the state a grant 
to fund 20 positions in the Ameri-
Corps National Service project, in-

'Kling eight jobs in Washington 
unty to benefit cranberry 

growers, staff a clam hatchery and 
conduct water quality studies. 

The total cost of the ACNS proj-
ect beginning in September is ex-
pected to be about $500,000. In 
addition to a federal grant of more 
than $300,000, several participating 
government agencies will provide 
matching funds for the overall 
project. Each agency will be ex-
pected to contribute about $1,800 
toward each position funded with a 
stipend of $12,000. 

AmeriCorps is President Clin-
ton's national service initiative 
that allows people to earn college 
or vocational school scholarships 
or credit to pay off existing educa-
tional loans while performing criti-
cal service to meet human, 
environmental, public safety and 
educational needs. 

ny Maine citizen, age 17 or old-
is eligible to apply for one of the 

positions. The program will re-
quire applicants to have at least 
two years of college course work. 
There is no maximum or minimum 
family income requirement. Appli-
cations will be accepted until Aug. 
5. 

Those hired under the service 
program will work one year, earn-
ing $12,000. Those with a minimum 
of 1,700 hours of service, also will 
receive an educational award 
worth $4,725. 

Dana Nelson, coordinator for the 
bi-county Down East Resource and 
Development agency at Cherry-
field, prepared the grant applica-
tion on behalf of several 
participating organizations. He 
said Friday that the grant was ap-
proved by the AmeriCorp 
Foundation. 

"Twenty positions will be funded 
statewide, eight in the Down East 
RC&D area. The Washington Coun-
ty Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
trict will have two water quality 
coordinators; The University of 
Maine at Machias and the Beals 
Island Regional shellfish Hatchery 
at Beals will have five positions; 
and there will be one cranberry 
coordinator position working out of 

the Down East RC&D office in 
Cherryfield," he explained. "We 
were very fortunate to receive 
eight positions in Washington 
County." 

The cranberry industry in Wash-
ington and Hancock counties will 
benefit from the enhancement of 
an Integrated Crop Management 
Program for growers. Nelson said 
the cranberry coordinator would 
work out of Cherryfield. 

Nathan Pennell, office manager 
for the Washington County S&WCD 
office at Machias, said one of the 
two water quality coordinators 
would perform water quality stud-
ies on the St. Croix River water-
shed at Calais. The other 
coordinator would study the Chan-
dler River watershed in the Jones-
boro region, and would implement 
a coastal water quality monitoring 
program from Roque Bluffs to Ad-
dison. The studies will include rec-
ommendations favoring water 
protection and pollution cleanup. 

Five ACNS positions will be uti-
lizeti by the shellfish hatchery at 
Beals. They will be involved in a 
variety of hatchery operations, in-
cluding experimental research on 
clam beds. 
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STAFF PHOTO AY MARY AN.'VE CL4NCY 

Five of Washington County's ArneriCorps volunteers gathered to 
discuss their water quality projects at the Down East RC&D in 
Cherryfield recently. From left to right are Mark Chellis, Teresa 
Simeone, Jane Lamson, Robert Klimas, and Barbara Coffey. 
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Volunteers in AmeriCorps Help Cultivate, 
Oreserve Natural Resources in Downeast Area 

BY MARY ANNE CLANCY 

CHERRYFIELD—Washington 
County's eight AmeriCorps vol-
unteers are leaving their mark 
on everything from cranberries 
to logging practices to seed 
clams. 

Most of thcm like their posi-
tions so much that they are 
thinking of signing up for an-
other year if Congress funds 
President Bill Clinton's national 
service initative. 

A repeat per(ormance would 
be just fine with the staff of the 
three Washington County pro-
grams to which they are as-
signed. The AmeriCorps volun-
teers have heiped those 
programs extend their ser-vices 
in timcs of reduced funding and 
overextended staff. 

In Washington County, the 
AmeriCorps positions are geared 
to water quality and community 
outreach. As part of 20 Amer'. 
Corps positions under USDA's 
Soil Conservation Service, the 
eight workers are assigned to the 
Washington County Soil & Water 
Conservation District, the Down 
East Resource Conservation & 
Development Council tRC&D), 
and the BeaLs Island Regional 
Shellfish Hatchery. 

T tunteers have also made 
th ence known in high 
sc ross the county. Stu-

• 

teacher training program on wa- 
ter quality issues. 

The volunteers say their expe- 
riences have been positive. In ad-
dition to earning money to pay 
for their college educations or 
pay back student loans, the on-
the-job training is helping with 
career detisions. 

Karen Mushrall of Bucksport is 
[Fie cranberry water quality coor-
dinator working with the RC&D 
cranberry committee. RC&D coor-
dinator Dana Nelson said Mushrall 
has enrolled in a graduate pro-
gram at University of Maine at 
Orono and will work on an upland 
cranberry research project with 
Dr. David Yarborough. 

Mushrall developed the interest 
iri upland cranberries over the last 
six months working with Washing- 
ton arid Hancock County cran-
berry growers. Her concentration 
has been on Integrated Crop Man- 
agement (ICA). ICM reduces use 
of pesticides and fertilizers and a 
grower's cost by emphasizing 
sampling for insect, diseases, and 
nutrients, rather than automati- 
cally applying chemicals. 

ICM is also a focus of Karen 
Bert's work. Bert, who has a de-
gree in environmental studies 
and journalism from Evergreen 
University in Georgia, is the wa-
ter quality coordinator for the 
Chandler-Indian River watershed 
in western Washington County. 

Working under direction of 
district conservationist Dave 
Garcelon, Bert has been concen-
trating on blueberry ICM and 
best managment practices for 
blueberry growers. 

Garcelon said Bert just com-
pleted the last of four best man-
agement practice workshops for 
blueberry growers in Machias, 
Ellsworth, South Paris, and 
Union. Those workshops focused 
on the best ways to apply herbi-
cides so that they don't leach into 
groundwater, and were attended 
by 130 people, Garcelon said. 

Bert also assisted in organiz- 
ing an April 15 workshop on 
growing native highland cranber- 
ries—a product that may create 
a niche market, he said. 

Barbara Coffey of Bowtloin 
also works under Garcelon's su-
pervision as the water quality co-
ordinator for the St. Croix River. 
She has completed her course 
work in environmental studies at 
University of Maine in Machias 
(UMW. Her AmeriCorps focus is 
logging practices, which have 
one of the largest impacts on wa-
ter quality in the St. Croix. 

Coffey speaks with enthusiasm 
about the three logging and 
landowner workshops she assisted 
with in cooperation with district 
forester Geneva Duncan. The ses-
sions in Calais, Machias, and Ells-
worth attracted 150 people. The 
Maine Forest Service has adopted 
the program and plan to offer 
them statewide, she said. 

"The workshops went really 
well, and I followed up with a let-
ter to people who attended," she 
said. "Champion responded by  

asking for a workshop on road-
building techniques." 

Coffey said she hopes to con- 
tinue in the AmeriCorps program 
for another year before returning 
to UMM to complete her degree 
by student te.aching. 

The five AmeriCorps workers 
at the Beals Island Regional 
Shellfish Hatchery are just as en-
thusiastic. They have been work- 
ing on clam spawning experi- 
ments, trying to determine the 
best water temperatures in order 
to increase the numbers of clams 
spawned. 

"We got clams to spawn the 
earliest ever," said Rob Klimas, a 
native of Millinocket who is work- 
ing toward a degree in marine bi-
ology at UMM. 'I've been a clam 
digger for 12 years, and this 
whole thing is really thrilling.' 

Karen Malley of Minnesota 
graduated from UMM with a de-
gree in environmental sciences 
last year. In addition to working 
on the high school environemen-
tal newsletter, she is giving a lec-
ture series on aquaculture at 
UMM. Hatcherv manager 
Dwayne Shaw said the hatchery 
will offer a retraining program 
this summer for fishermen who 
are interested in moving into 
shellfish acquaculture. 

Teresa Simeone of Rhode Is- 
land has one more class to go be-. 
(ore receiving her degree in biol-
ogy from UM.M and said she'd like 
to do another year of AmeriCorps. 

Simeone is helping biologists 
from the Department o( Marine 
Resources to prepare for the 
shoreland surveys of Jonesport 
and Beals. DMR, the Maine De-
partment of Envu-onmental Pro-
tection, town selectmen and 
Jonesport-Beals students, are 
working together on the project, 
she said. 

Jane Lamson is originally 
from Portland and graduated 
from UMM last year with a de-
gree in education. Her teaching 
focus is science, and she's been 
working on the newsletters and 
has taken the lead on environ- 
mental education in the schools. 

Lamson said she's applying 
for science teaching positions 
throughout coastal Maine. 

Mark Chellis's interest is in 
marine ecosystems. The Gorham 
native graduated from UMM 
with a degree in environmental 
sciences and is working on pro-
duction of the water quality 
video. The AmeriCorps volun-
teers wrote a sucessful 31.000 
grant application to fund the 
project. Chellis said the Jones-
port-Beals students wrote the 
script and students from 
Machias Memorial High School 
are editing the program and 
putting it together. 

The program will be aired on 
the publlc access station in 
Machias. 

The present positions are 
funded through September. Nel-
son said the RC&D is already 
working on applications for next 
year's positions. 

are helping state agencies and 
town selectmen conduct a shore 
survey that could result in the 
opening of closed clam flats in 
their communities. 

The AmeriCorps volunteers 
also eo into the classroom, talk-
ing to students about water qual-
ity This summer, they'll offer a 

dents frorn Lubec, Eastport, 
Calais, Washington Academy, 
Narraguagus, and Jonesport-
Beals contribute to an environ-
nental newsletter. The students 
at Jonesport-Beals and at 
Machias Memorial High School 
are producing a video on water 
quality Jonesport-Beals students 
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32-member 
crew plans 

to spend a year 
working on 

conservation 
tasks -- unless 

Ak  their new 
program 

is Newtered 

By WENDY HANSCOM 
They're young, enthusiastic, vi-

sionary and they want to inspire a 
generation of Arnericans to take up 
national community service. 

Thirty-two AmeriCorps members 
are now encamped at the Bog 
Brook Training facility in Gilead. 
They range in •age from 18 to 26, 
and have; signed up for..a year of 
-Work qn.4he'13041,000';a40. White 
'Maintain NatitnaIF6tett. • 

AmeriCorps was a cornerstone of 
President Clinton's campaign plat-
form. He likened it to a domestic 
Peace Corps. The six-month-old 
program currently employS.,20 000 
young peopje in 300 prograrns:.  - t ° t: 

AmeriCotps - members 'have.  been . , . . 

ii_
charge4; ,:...ewIth,:„;:,environmp,)(a1 
c4c4i-lpi.;9o,r,i§eiligion.-  work;,vQ.; 

. a gt..1..49ge, E., gtg,roverty;';444 
0 itral_commtintties plan Sor 

- , . . . .. .4.1i 4-' " 4,V 
..yers in the prografil receivel 

weekly:- living stipend; room . and 
board,' limited health and medical 
care and a $4,725 tuition grant after 
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jnicitch:c),N drop,outS 
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DAN MARTEL 
AmeriCorps member 

• 

they tiave completed 1,700 hours oi 
The ,rant may be used to pay tiff 

-collgie loans, or for further schobl-
iiag..2f it's not used for either pur-
pospit's forfeited. 
l'ICrrw 'members -at Brock 

lia"v!..f enlisted,•for a':variety of rea-
- some sly—it's the money, 

12a4tiels were intrigued by the experi-
criCc , 

hl.Trin here because I want to ex-

plore opportunities in environmen-
tal studies," said Jessa Eisenwinter-
Lake, a:biology major who recently 
graduated ,from .,IvIt..„Holyoke. Col-
lege in South.- Hadley;-Mass. "It's 
good way to look at options in _en-
vironmental - ca.reers, study and pay 
back those loans." ' 

Jeff Fournicr of N.11. 
said he needs the money too. • 

"I came here for the experience of 
living up here," he said, "and the 
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IMPROOLGLYIODLLFE., IiABITAT—AinerlCorps members Sara Cory (left), Claire Darling and Stine 
Johnson help clear out a 'spot along the Kancamagus highway to improve animal and bird habttat. 
AmeriCorps members wiU be:working in the White Mountain National Forest until December, unless the 
program luilt.'SorTie House and Senate Republicans have been critical of Presldent Cllnton's national • --4-• , seMce program.. (Photo by Bryan Yeaton) 

big reason is for the rnoneY fcr. 
school. It's not a ton of money, but 
'it's enough to get me going.". - 
• Erik Hamilton, a 20-year-old whc 
ha.sn'tlbeen to-college 
just' wanted to do something- dif 
ferent. 

"I wanted to meet new people.' 
Flamilten szid, "I ;2 so war.: tc, fur 
ther my education in phys. ed. It's 
nice being around a pt of 'people 
and I Carilise the money for colicze. 
I love the outdoors, and I like what 
we're doing right now, I could do it 
for the rest of my life: . . 

Susan Cbunt of Vew York City is 
" hoping, , prograi i i improvp 

her construction skills. 
"1 1C-aril the construcliuli 

side because I want to ,  join the 

See AMERICORPS, page 2 
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opeiative cffort of Ashland leachers, thc students "This rivcr hnd great saltnon runs, " Barrcsi rc-are studying walcrshcd, water pollution•  building n spondcd, recalling earlier years. Then smiling, he model of the-  Aroostook River and visiting sites addcd, "This is our hospital for fish." 

community work signed by President Bill Clinton Salmon for Northcrn Maine. 

Teresa Godsoe about joining the program. "And it link to the survival or the Atlantic salmon." 

"And it was suggested by one of my teachers." get things started and have the salmon come 

volunteer baied in Presque isle. Amcricorps, simi- Millinocket to Fort Fairfield, said Jim Ilarresi. a lar in nature to the Peace Corps. is an initiative for member o( the board of directors of Atlantic 
in September 1994. "This is going to be quite some salmon river," 

has," she addcd. Nil! ndded that Atlantic salmon nre n good indi-

implemented by Nicky Violdtc. an Americorps The hatchery will distribute the salmon from 

to go fishing. sahnon hatchery on the Sheridan  Road in Ashland. 

river cleanup days to water quality testing. Hill, regional coordinator of the Atlantic Salmon 

terest. ing back there is good wnter quality. 

trouble wtth the principal. for Northern Maine, plnns to raise more than three 

to seniors, are involvcd in an "Adopt a Stream Thcrc, students saw (he beginning stages of rais-

ishes at thc end of the school ycar, ranges from vcry much in the grass roots stage." said Mike 

Program" which has taken them froin classroom ing salinon and lenrned about the history of lectures to field trips nl fish hatcheries. salmon on the Aroostook River. 

Thc Adopt a Stream Program was initiated and bnck."  

Under the direction of Violcue, and with the co- said Amanda Smith, also an Americorps volunteer. 

Senior Annie Courscy said she joincd out of in- entor species, meaning that if the salmon are com-

"I'm in environmental science," Courscy said. . "That's the Hints( of this project," 11111 said. "To 

The program, which began in April 15 and fin- "The whole movement of sahnon restoration is 

Ashland high school students arc skipping class One stich trip took the students off campus to a 

- I thought it would he fun." said 17-ycar-old Federation based in 13runswick. "And it's a vital 

But they're not getting many bites nr getting in The hatchery, recently buil( hy Atlantic Salmon 

Rather. the 12 students, ranging from freshman tnillion fish. 

hy Jenny Steffens crucial to  thc  restoration of rivers. 

• 

0 

• 

• 
• 

RIVER PROJECT - Ashland high Kcilool students, Shannon Currier, krt. and Rachel Chapin:in, Wolk on building a model of the Atoostook River as part of an "Adopt n Stream Program." (Steffens photo) 
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• Young ArneriCorps volunteers 
are tackling WMNF projects 
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32-member 
crew plans 

to spend a year 
working on 

conservation 
tasks -- unless 

their new 
program 

is Newtered 

Hy WENDY HANSCOM 
They're young, enthusiastic, vi-

sionary and they want to inspire a 
generation of Americans to take up 
national community service. 

Thirty-two AmeriCorps members 
are now encamped at the Bog 
Brook Training facility in Gilead. 
They range image frorn 18 to 26, 
and have; signed up for,a year of 

'iwOrk rin..lhe'13(30.000-,aire. White 
•MoUntain Natitnal Fo'rett. - • 
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plore opportunities in environmen-
tal stuches," said Jessa Eisenwinter-
Lake, a biology major who recently 
graduated 'from ;Mt. „Holyoke. Col-
lege in South.-Hadley; Mass. "It's a.. 
good way to look at options in en-
vironmental -  carters, study and pay 
back those loans." ' 

Jeff Fournier cf Per.1:rcle, N.H. 
said he necds the money too. • 

"I came here for the experience of 
living up here," he said, "and the 

:7: 11. 
. ! • ,-'~ 

.. 3 

- 
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• big reason is for the money fc 
school. It's not a ton of money, bc,' 
'irs enough to get me going.'- - 

hasn't'. been to -college •Yet,,. 
just' wanted to-  do somethinedif 
ferent. 

"I wanted to meet new people. 
Harr.P.ar. said. "1 also war.: tc• •::•-
ther my education in phys. ed. It's 
nice being,  around a of •peopie 
and I cafibse the money for colic Te 
I love the outdoors, and I like wha: 
we're doing right now. I could do ir 
for the rest of my life: . . 

Susan Chunt of tlew York City is 
hoping, thc.',Iirogrant improe 
her construction skills. 

: v•sht to learn the construct:cr• 
side because I want to join the 

See AMERICORPS, page I? 
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impRoviN LpLTE HABITAT-AinerlCorps members Sara- Cory (left), Ctalre Darling and Stlns Johnson.  help clear a spot along the Kancamagus• highway to improve animal and bird habttat. 
AmeriCorps members will be:working In the White Mountain National Forest until December, unless the 
program); at'Sor_pip House arid Senate Republicans haye been critical of President Clinton's national servlaprogranY (Photo by Bryan Yeaion.; 
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`WAYA.:rtöt iligIhrscheid,1 dropouts 
. 

Erik Hamilton, a 20-year-old wh: Laut*tictrigtecUie-Qpip...helb • •• • . 
• 

DAN MARTEL 
AmeriCorps member 

they tave completed 1,700 hours of 
g rvi4  . • - , The ,rant may be used to pay off 
;tele loans, or for further schobl-
,irig. if it's not used for either pur-
Tpsolt's forfeited. 
' r•Cre•,•' members -at Bog Brook 
lia"vt.. enlisted •for a 'variety of rea-~~•-• 
,:son -- some say it's the' money, 
i'mheis were intrigued by the experi-

ntlim here because I want to ex. 

• 
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The Bethel Citizen 

AmeriCorps 
Continued from page 1 

JOE KIERNAN of the Bog Brook AmeriCorps encampment uses a 

bow saw to help clear out a bird habitat area In the White Mountain 

(Photo by Brian Yeaton) National Forest. 

o 

• Peace Corps," said Chunt, who 
graduated from Wesleyan Univer-
sity in 1993 with a bachelor's de-
gree in economics. "I put the Peace 
Corps off a ycar so I could do this." 

AmcriCorps arrived at Bog Brod( 
on Jan. 14. The crew spent the first 
few days learning about each other 
and (he program. Last Wednesday 
was their first full-day working in 
the national forest. 

Their work in the forest will be 
dcmanding and labor-intensive, ac-
cording to Rebecca Oreskes of the 
U.S. Forcst Service. 

Corps members will create wild-
life habitat, clear for scenic vistas, 
paint and do maintenance work at 
forest recreation sites, and build and 
maintain trails. 

"It lets us get a whole lot of 
projects up off the ground that we 
otherwise wouldn't be able to do," 
Oreskes said. "We're really im-
pressed with the quality of people 
who've comc. They're not getting 
lots of money ansd we're really 
pleased with their skills, dedication 
and determination. They really want 
to work and do a service." 

The Forest Service manpower has 
bc?.n hurt by federal cutbacks the 
past few years. 

At times during the year, corps 
members will share Bog Brook 
facilitics with the National Gunrd. 
For most of the summer, thc e7:1re 
AmcriCorps crcw will be carr,: 

' '` c__ . , , „ 

"In the summer, we'll focus 
primarily on trail work and environ-
mental education," said project 
director Bryan Yeaton. "We'll learn 
more about the Forest Service and 
what they do. We'll be teaching 
people to leave the forest as good 
as, or better than, they found it." 

• Searching for more projects 

During their year with 
AmeriCorps, crew members are 
also encouraged to take up a per-
sonal volunteer project in the sur-
rounding cornmunity. 

Those projects can be anything 
from volunteering at the local li-
brary or school to helping environ-
mental groups with concerns like 
water quality, erosion control or 
community education. 

They're willing to listen to about 
any pitch, Yeaton said, and he'd 
welcome project ideas from local 
non-profit civic, educational and 
govcrnmental groups. 

"We want to get into the schools," 
said corps-member Dan Martel, an 
electrical engineering graduate. 
"We're anxious to tell people about 
what we're doing." 

AmeriCorps members are also 
looking for recreational ideas. Some 
crew members have cars and travel 
home for the weekend, but others 
do not and won't get home too 
oftcn. 

Cathy Newell, SAD44 Adult 
director, is trying to hclp organize 
- n^1;•.;t;, , . I 
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Amentorps 
Keep Clinton crew active 

EDITORIA, 
'The hands-on spirit of President Bill Clinton's 
1 ALterirszps enhances the State of the Union as 

Well as mid-Michigan. 
National service corps workers took their righnl 

piace in the audience for Clinton's State of tbe 
Union address Tuesday night. 

Their work clearly demonstrates how state-feder-
al partnerthips help revitalize communities. Their 
labor belps pays off college loans. 

Last fall, Michigan's first US. Department of Ag-
riculture AmeriCorps crew began belping farmers 
c:bnu.ol runoff to the Grand River. They identify po-
tential sources of groundwater pollution — a first 
step toward prevention. 

In all, ArneriCorps assigned 15 workers to assist 
4rmers in six watersheds protect their groundwa-
ter. Each put in 1,7D0 hours for a $12,000 sti-
ppnd, education awards :or college or vocational 
qaining, health insurance and a child-care 
allowance. 

Watershed areas include the upper and lower 
Orand, Kalamazoo River, River Raisin, Black River, 
Ane River and an area in Leelanau and Bente 
4unties that drains into Lake Michigan. 

ArneriCorps should be protected and preserved 
regardless of changes in the Washington power 
structure. A national service program connected to 
&liege loans remains a non-partdsan priority. 

. 

. 
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AmeriCorps Worker Fighting Water Pollution 
Doug Fedewa, one of Michigan's 

fifteen USDA An leriCorps members, 
win be working with landowners, 
prirnarily farmers, to evaluate their 
structures and management practires 
for potential sources of groundwater 
pollution. • 

Fedewa will work from the Hills-
dale Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) office and will use 
the "Farrn*A*Syst" program adapted 
to Michigan by MSU Extension. 
"Farm*A*Syst" is a risk assessment 
checklist that helps determine the 
potential for pollution. 

"Identifying potential sources of 
ground and surface waterpollution is 
an essential first step in efforts to 
reduce nonpoint source pollution," 
said Dennis Haskins, district conser-
vationist for the NRCS. 

AmeriCorps is a domestic Peace 
Corps prograrn to engage Americans, 
especially young people, in commu-
nity service work across the nation. It 
was patterned after the Civilian Con-
servation Corps, which, after the 
Great Depression, helped restore our 
nation's economic health and civic 
spirit while rebuilding roads and ad-
dressing severe erosion problems. 
AmeriCorps offers opportunities for 
Americans age 17 and older to serve 
their country and earn educational 
credit toward college or vocational 
training.  

"I'm really excited about helping 
people prevent water pollution, and 
the AmeriCorps voucher I'll earn af-
ter a year means I can continue my 
college education," said Fedewa, who 
wants to become a Natural Resource 
Specialist. 

The Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service is the an agency of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
Working with local conservation dis-
tricts, it is responsible for helping 
fanners and others to protect our 
nation's water and food-producing 
resources. 

AmeriCorps is President Bill 
Clinton's national service program, 
passed with bipartisan support from 
Congress. It engages 20,000 Ameri-
cans in performing service that meets 
community needs in return for an 
educational award, which may be 
used to pay for college, job training 
or graduate school or to pay back 
student loans. The majority of 
AmeriCorps members are working 
in partnership with states, local gov-
ernments and non-profit organiza-
tions. 

The USDA is running three type's 
of AmeriCorps teams in 38 states, 
composed of approximately 1,200 
members: an anti-hunger team, a 
public lands and environment team 
and a rural development team. Many 
of the AmeriCorps projects are spon - 

"1. 

,444s 
sto****1%, • 

c \ 

Doug Fedewa 

sored by community-based organi-
zations and all projects are designed 
to get things done while boosting 
community, opportunity and respon-
sibility. 

Further information may be ob-
tained by contacting Doug Fedewa, 
USDA/AmeriCorps, 3251 Beck Rd., 
Hillsdale, MI 49252. (517) 439-1497. 

Jonesville News 
Hillsdale, Michigan 
Nov,Naber 10, 1995 
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AmeriCorps worker monitors 
pollution for USDA in Hillsdale . Doug Fedewa, one of 
Michigan's fifteen USDA 
AmeriCorps members, will be 
working with landowners, prima-
rily farmers, to evaluate their 
structures and management prac-
tices for potential sources of 
groundwater pollution. 

Doug will work from the 
Hillsdale Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS) office 
and will use the Farm*A*Syst 
program adapted to Michigan by 
MSU Extension. Fartn*A* Syst 
is a risk assesment checklist that 
helps determine the potential for 
pollution. 

"Identifying potential sources 
of ground and surface water pol-
lution is an essential first step in 
eiTorts to reduce nonpoint source 
pollution", said Dennis Haskins, 
District Conservationist for the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. 

AmeriCorps is a domestic 
Peace Corps program to engage 
Americans, especially young 
people, in commu nity service work 
across the nation. Patterned af-
ter the Civilian Conservation 
Corps which, after the Great De-
pression, helped restore our 
nation's economic health and civic 
spirit while rebuilding roads and 
addressing severe erosion prob-
lems, AmeriCorps offers opportu-  

nities for Americans age 17 and 
older to serve their country and 
earn educational credit toward 
college or vocational training. 

Tin really excited about helping 
people prevent water pollution and 
the AmeriCorps voucher I'll earn 
after ayear means lean continue my 
oollegeeducation", saidDougFedewa 
who wants to become a Natural Re-
source Specialist 

The Natural Resources Con-
servation Service is the USDA 
agency that, working with loyal 
conservation districts, is respon-
sible for helping farmers and oth-
ers to protect our nation's food-
producing and water resources. 

AmeriCorps is President 
Clinton's national service pro-
gram, passed with bipartisan sup-
port from Congress, that engages 

• 20,000 Americans of di verse back-
grou nds in performing service 
that meets critical community 
needs in return for an educational 
award, which may be used to pay 
for college, job training, or gradu-
ate school, or to pay back student 
loans. The majority of 
AmeriCorps members are work-
ing in partnerships with states, 
local governments, and non-profit 
organizations. 

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture is running three types of 
AmeriCorps teams in 38 states,  

composed of approximately 1200 
members: an Anti-Hunger Team, 
A Public Lands and Environment 
Team, and a Rural Development 
Team. Many of the AmeriCor-„s 
projects are sponsored by com-
munity-based organizations and 
all projects designed to get things 
done, while boosting community, 
opportunity, and responsibility. 

For further information, 
please contact Doug Fedewa - 
USDA/AmeriCorps, 3251 Beck 
Road, Hillsdale, Michigan 49242, 
(51&0 439-1497. 

The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) pre-
hibits discrimination in its pro-
grams on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age, 
disability, political beliefs, and 
marital or familial status. (Not 
all prohibited hasps apply to all 
programs.) Personswith disabili-
ties who require alternative 
means for communication of pro-
gram information (Braille, larze 
print, audiotape, etc.) should con-
tact the USDA Office of Commu-
nications at (202) 720-2791. 

To file a complaint, write Sec-
retary of Agriculture, U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20250, or call (202) 
720-7327 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 
(TDD), USDA is an equal employ-
ment opportunity employer. 

• 
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AmeriCorps assessipg water 
, of; Michigah's• I 5, '''imeriCorps, program 
tmembers:*e- yylisekine foe 'tlieJ

r,r ' ...ti - .. ~..P.S.".1DepartM
TTy

'ent Of: 

i help faimerg ideptify. 3'ffs 
,-,4Dana -GrOn'4aNC"1989 , gractuate'of,Concord High . , , , , • I , .School and a 1993 graduate of Central Michigan 
University;is. working in Lewawee County. Doug 
Fedewa works id Hillsdale County. 

They are using the Farm*A*Syst program 
adapted to Michigan by the Michigan State Uni-
versity Extension. The program is a voluntary and 
confidential risk-assessment checklist that helps 
determine- the potentioi for ground-water pol-
lution. 

TheiassessmeHL: I s free;„Gron''an%. Fedewa • - . - „ , b evaluate--  farM rgerp'thirei dricrmanagement Ora& 
tices. The 'results are given td the land owners for 
their use. 
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Jackson Citizen Patriot 
Hillsciaie County, Michigan 
November 24, 1995 
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Eaton County News 
Eatoll County, Michigan 

18 - November 18, 1995 Nov3n1ber 18, 1995 

Eaton farmers offered assessments 
Matt Schnepp, one of 

Michigan's 15 USDA 
AmeriCorps rnembers, will 
be working with landown-
ers, primarily farmers, to 
evaluate their structures 
and management practices 
for potential sources of 
groundwater pollution. 

Schnepp will work from 
the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service office 
in Charlotte and will use 
the Farm*A*Syst program 
adapted to Michigan by 
Michigan State University 
Extension. The service is a 
voluntary, educational 
opportunity offered to 
farmers. Farm*A*Syst is a 
risk assessment checklist 
that helps determine the 
potential for groundwater 
pollution. 

"Identifying potential 
sources of ground and sur-
face water pollution is an 
essential first step in 
efforts to reduce nonpoint 
source pollution" says 
Robert Baetsen, District 
Conservationist for the 
Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service. 

Patterned after the 
Civilian conservation 
Corps which, after the 
great depression, helped 
restore our nation's eco-
nomic health and civic 
spirit while rebuilding 
roads and addressing 
severe , -, sion problems, 
Ameri offers oppor-
tuni tic kmericans age  

17 and older to serve their 
country and earn educa-
tional credit toward college 
or vocational training. 

The Natural Resources 
Conservation Service is the 
USDA agency that, work-
ing with local conservation 
districts, is responsible for 
helping farmers and others 
to protect our nation's food-
producing and water 
resources. 

AmeriCorps is Presi-
dent Clinton's national ser-
vice program that passed 
with bipartisan support  

from Congress. The pro-
gram engages and meets 
critical community needs 
in return for an education-
al award which may be 
used to pay for college, job 
training, graduate school, 
or to pay back student 
loans. The majority of 
AmeriCorps members are 
working in partnerships 
with states, local govern-
ments, and non-profit 
organizations. 

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture is running 
three typee of AmeriCorps  

teams in 38 states, com-
posed of approximately 
1200 members: an Anti-
Hunger Team, a Public 
Lands and Environment 
Team, and a Rural Devel-
opment Team. AmeriCorps 
projects are sponsored by 
community-based organi-
zations and all projects are 
designed to get things 
done, while boosting com-
munity, opportunity, and 
responsibility. 

Farm families in Eaton 
County interested in 
Farm*A*Syst can contact 
Schnepp at (517) 543-1539. 

• 

• 
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AmeriCorps comes 
to Hillsdale County 

One of Michigan's 15 United States Department of Agriculture's 
ArneriCorps members will work with Hillsdale County landowners 
to help evaluate their land. 

Doug Fedewa is available to help primarily farmers to evaluate 
their structures and management practices for potential sources of 
ground water pollution. 

Fedewa will work from the Hillsdale Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service office and will use the FarmASyst program adopted 
for Michigan by Michigan State University Extension. 

FarmASyst is a risk assessment checklist that helps determine 
the potential for pollution. 

"Identifying potential sources of ground and surface water pollu-
tion is an essential first step in efforts to reduce non-point source 
pollution," DNCRS District Conservationalist Dennis Haskins said. 

AmeriCorps is a domestic Peace Corps program to engage 
Americans, especially young people, in community service work 
across the nation. 

"I'm really excited about helping people prevent water pollution 
and the AmeriCorps voucher I'll learn after a year means I can con-
tinue my college education," Fedewa said. 

For further information contact Fedewa at 439-1497. 

• 

• 
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Local AmeriCorps, anti Farm*A*Syst 

Matt Schnepp, one of by Michigan State should be a great experi- sponsored by community-Michigan's 15 USDA University Extension. The ence for me," says based organizations and AmeriCorps members, will service is a voluntary, edu- Schnepp. all projects are designed to be working with landown- cational opportunity The Natural Resources get things done, while ers, primarily farmers, to offered to farmers. Conservation Service is boosting community, .... evaluate their structures Farm*A*Syst is a risk the  USDA agency that, opportunity, and responsi-.. — 
k and management prac- assessment checklist that working with local conser- bility. tices for potential sources helps determine the poten- vation districts, is respon- Farm families in Eaton ///fff of groundwater pollution. tial for groundwater pollu- sible for helping farmers County interested in Schnepp will work from tion. and others to protect our Farm*A*Syst can contact the Natural Resources "Identifying potential nation's food-producing Schnepp at (517) 543-• Conservation Service sources of ground and sur- and water resources. 1539. r  office in Charlotte and will face water pollution is an AmeriCorps is The United State use the Farm*A*Syst pro- essential first step in President Clinton's nation- Department of Agriculture 

/11.
41. 

gram adapted to Michigan efforts  to reduce nonpoint al service program that prohibits discrimination in 
-` source pollution" says passed with bipartisan its programs on the basis Robert Baetsen, District support from Congress. of race, color, national ori-Charlotte Shopping Guide Conservationist for the The program engages and gin, sex, religion, age, dis-Natural Resources meets critical community ability, political beliefs, Charlotte, Michigan Conservation Service. needs in return for an edu- and marital or family sta-

Patterned after the cational award which may tus. (Not all prohibited Noventber 23, 1995 Civilian conservation be used to pay for college, bases apply to all pro-Corps which, after the job training, graduate grams). Persons with dis-
great depression, helped school, or to pay back stu- ability who require alter-
rrstore our nation's eco- dent loans. The majority of native means for commu-
nomic health and civic AmeriCorps members are nication of program infor-
spirit while rebuilding working in partnerships mation (Braille, large 
roads and addressing with states, local govern- print, audiotape, etc.) severe erosion problems, ments, and non-profit should contact the USDA 
AmeriCorps offers oppor- organizations. Office of Communications 
tunities for Americans age The U.S. Department of at (202) 720-2791. 
17 and older to serve their Agriculture is running To file a complaint, country and earn educa- three types of AmeriCorps write the Secretary of tional credit toward col- teams in 38 states, com- Agriculture, U.S. lege or vocational training. posed of approximately Department of "I'm really excited 1200 members: an Anti- Agriculture, Washington, 
about helping people pre- Hunger Team, a Public D.C. 20250, or call (202) vent water pollution, and I Lands and Environment 720-7327 (voice) or (202) know that I am going to Team, and a Rural 720-1127 (TDD). USDA is learn a lot from the farm- Development Team. an equal employment 
ers that I work with so this AmeriCorps projects are opportunity employer. 



HURON PLAINSMEN SUNDAY, MARCH 5. 1995 • AmeriCorps succeeds in S.D. 
By ROGERT PORE 
Of nall PLAINSMAN 

Despite attackn by HOUR 
Speaker NQwt Gingrich as "co-
erced volunteerism,* President 
Clinton's ArneriCorps program 
has been a success in South Da- 
kota, said an official of the Natu-
ral and Conservation 
Service. 

'It has made a difference with 
the communities that have been 
working with the environment 
here in South Dakota," said 
Joyce Watkins of Huron, who is 
the director for the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service 
AlfieriCorps team. 

Last September, nine Huron 
residents were sworn in as mem-
bers of ArneriCorpa, a national 
service organization. 

Among the members of the 
Huron team are Brad Bader,  

Jeffrey Dronen, Jim Hansen, 
Neal Hege, Jason Kleinsasser, 
Michael Knigge, Sheili Meehan, 
Kendra Sargent and Kerry Zihl-
Man. 

AmeriCorps slots were 
allocated for NRCS in South Da-
kota, Watkins said. Currently 
there are 18 AmeriCorps mem-
bers, nine in Huron, four in 
Brookinga and five in Mitchell. 

In Clinton's budget, he's pro-
poaing to inaease funding to the 
AmeriCorps program. He would 
booet the mmber of participants 
from 20,000 currently to 47,000 
by the end of the 1996 
year, boosting the funding or 
the program's parent agency by 
$290 million. 

Sixteen of the 18 AmeriCorpe 
workers receive $7,760 for 1.700 
hours of community service, 
Watkina said. The other two  

members will receive $12,000 for 
their supervisory responsibility. 

The workers also receive free 
health care and a $4,728 educa-
tional voucher fur one year of 
work  The $4,728 can be used for 
&lege, vocational education or 
to pay off college loans 

Alao in South Dakota, there 
are Moorlands members work-
ing on the Rosebud Reservation 
and on a YMCA program in the 
'IN rnber Lake area, Watkins said. 

AmeriCorps members 
working outside of Huron have 
been involved in conservation 
work designing and building ri- 
parian arean by planting trees 
and helping in etream bank sta-
biHzation," Watkins eaid. 

She said AmeriCorpo members 
have also been collecting infer-
rnation for the USDA's Nature! 
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Yearleasetssiassii 
Young willow frees in hand, Sheli Meehan leads Kerry Inman up bers recently planted 500 fribws to help stables the shoreine cd 
Lake Byron's eastem shore. They and fellow ArneriGorps mem- the liogsback state garne prod-croon area. 

Restoring Lake Byron 
State grants to help 
sediment management 
BY ROBERT PORE 
os rue RA.....susw 

Two state grants totaling 8165,000 have 
been awarded to the Beadle Conservation 
District, the bulk of which is for Lake By-
ron restoration. 

The grant money is from the state's Co-
ordinated Soil and Water Conservation 
Grant Fund. The awards were announced 
Friday by Gov. Bill Janklow. 

"Most of the conservation districts start 
with some local funds for a project: said 
Clark Johnson of the South Dakota De-
partment of Agnculture, who administera 
the grant money. - Then they iek.-eive these 
state grants. The district combines the 
two and makes application for federal 
matching funds." 

Johnson said Beadle Conservation Dis-
trict started with $181,920 of local fund-
ing, which helped it qualify for the state 
grants. That money will be used to qualify 
for and attract another $546,480, includ-
ing some federal dollars. 

"All together, the Beadle Conservation 
District will have $911,405 to work with,' 
he said. 'As you can see, there can be a 
real multiplier effect. The districts that  

work at it can come up with funds neces-
sary to carry out very nice projects.' 

The first grant awarded to the Beadle 
Conservation District was the largest ap-
plication approved, $155,000. The money 
will be used to help develop better man-
agement practices to reduce sediment and 
nutrients entering Lake Byron. 

The second district project, which was 
awarded a $10,000 grant, will involve ero-
sion control, forage production, water im-
provement and wildlife habitat improve-
ment on rangeland. 

A total of $460,225 was awarded to 15 
projects in 13 South Dakota conservation 
districts. 

Hand Conservation District was the 
only other Heartland district to receive 
grant funding. Its grant of $3,442 will be 
used for demonstration projects in the 
Lake Louise watershed on the economic 
impact and environmental gain of imple-
menting conservation practices on grating 
lands. 

ewe 
THE IAKE Byron Watershed Project 

dates back to 1993, when a $245,000 Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency grant was 
awarded to the Beadle Conservation Dis-
trict to begin restoration on 2,500 acres of 
shoreline. 

But high water levels and other weath-
er-related problems delayed restoration  

until last November, when work began to 
stabilize 2,000 feet ol shoreline along the 
north shore of the 1,8CO-acre lake 15 miles 
northeast of Huron. 

The stabilization project met around 
$95,000. Along with funds from the EPA 
grant, the state Game, Ash and Perks De-
partment provided a 45 percent matching 
grant. The remainder of the project's cost 
was met locally. 

The wcs-k was done by Weatherton Con-
tractors of Beresford. Dean Fox of Wolsey, 
who has been hired by the Beadle Conser-
vation District to oversee the project, said 
the remaining 500 acres of shoreline work 
will begin this spring. 

Alxait 10,000 feet of shoreline has been 
identified as critical. Winds and high wa-
ter have eroded much of the shoreline, 
causing tons of sediment to fill the lake. 

In an effort to stabilize the shoreline, 
crews are creating steeper banks that are 
reinforced by plastic mesh and tons of 
boulders to slow down erosion. 

Fox said cabin owners along the lake are 
also doing a number of private shoreline 
stabilization projects on their property. 

The U.S. Geological Survey last year es-
timated about 34 million cubic yards of 
sediment have been washed into Lake By-
ron from the surrounding watershed. 

LAKE BYRON / page 3 
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AmeriCorps members 
promote commotion 

MntriCOrDo members. cos-tumed as Sammy Sam Ind Weixty Water, will visit Spofford Momentary in Madre= torn IS am to 110 p.as, today . 

THE ARGUS LEADER, SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA, OCTOBER 25, 1995 

II ROSEBUD 

AmeriCorps members 
take oath of service 

Fifteen AmeriCorps/Team 
USDA members took their oath 
of service Tuesday at Rosebud. 

They are making a 10- to 
12-month commitment to their 
communities and will be head-
quartered at Fort Pierre and 
Rosebud. 

AmeriCorps is the president's 
national service initiative estab-
lishing a 'domestic Peace Corps' 
and the AmeriCorps/Team 
USDA was designed to rebuild 
rural America, protect the envi-
ronment and fight hunger, said 
Joyce Watkins, project director 
for the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service in Huron. 

In exchange for 1,700 hours of 
community service, members 
can earn a living stipend of 
$7,945 or $12,000, depending on 
qualifications and experience, 
and an educational award of 
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CRAIG MCEWEN Me Ponta 

AmeriCorps workers (from left) Jeff Vork, Holly Sirjord, Kelly Engen, Aaron Neubert and Kathy Musch stand along the Agassiz Recre-

ational Trail near Twin Valley, Minn. 

! THE FORUM, TWIN VALLEY, MINNESOTA, MARCH 26, 1995 
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Students part of Clinton's pilot program 
AmeriCorps 
lends funds 
for services 
By Craig McEwen 
The Forum 

TWIN vATLF.Y. mon - Fargoan 
Jeff York was preparing to enroll 
for classes at Moorhead Stale UM 

versity when a 
a brochure 

caught his eye 
It was seek 

t ,} ing applicants 
for Ameri-
Corps. the 
national com 
monity service 
program i hat 
President Clin-
ton calls the 
most prized 

achievement of his administra-
tion 

A key incentive is the S4,725 in 
oillege tuition that the six month-
old program offers its workers 

Participants. 17 years and older, 
commit to it months of commu 
nity service - 40 hours per week - 
tor which they earn near mini-
mum wage salaries in addition to 
the tuition allowance 

Already. the U S House of Repre-
sentatives wants to cut the S500 
million AmeriCorps budget by 
two thirds Flve workers stationed 
at Twin Valley have mixed feel-
ings about that 

They are among 20,000 nation-
wide and 20 in Minnesota who 
joined AmeriCorps when it began 
last September 

York. a 26 year old MSU junior 
majoring in political science. 
admits that the tuition prod 
hooked him 

Hut he also wanted the job 
experience that the program 
1,14 .11 1.1 provide 'I thought tt would 
be really beneficial to do some 
thing like this,-  York says. "as far 
as other opportunities that would 
be created - 

Ira the college stipend that 
Kathy Misch. a North Dakota Stale 
Universtty zoology graduate. also 
found  attractIve. 

Hot Musch. 22, also wanted to 
d vation outreach  work 
. 
ior 

-ollege emphasis was in 
if fisheries biology 

dined a lot of experience 

through it,-  she says. 
Much of the Twin Valley roup's 

effort involves promoting the 32-
mile, Agassiz Recreational Trail 
that is being built on an anban-
doned railroad bed between  Ulen 
and Fertlle, Minn. 

The multi use trail will have two 
levels the upper tier for snownio 
biling. hiking. biking and btrd 
watching and the lower for snow, 
shoeing. skiing, dog sledding and 
horseback riding. 

Other projects include promot 
tng area tourism, seeking grants 
for a city park and planning a 
walking trail in Ada, Minn . help-
Mg with a water screening project 
in Halstad, Minn . promoting the 
planting of trees along state high-
ways to eliminate snow drifts and 
soil erosion. 

Holly Sirjord, 20, Gary, Minn., 
attended North Dakola State Uni-
versity for one year and luipes to 
go back after a stint wlth  Amerl 
Corps. 

-I just hope that this experience 
will help me wlth other jobs in the 
future," she says. 

Sirjord is working wlth the Mah, 
nomen, Minn.. Chamber of Com-
merce and Mahnomen County to 
promote tourism 

Among her projects is the devel 
opment of a map that will high-
light  the Agassiz Trail as well as 
area resorts, the Shooting Star 
Casino in Mahnomen and other 
tourist spots The map, she says, 
will be distrihuted by area busi-
nesses. 

Aaron Neuhert. a 22-year-old 
Bemidji State Universlty graduate 
from Mahnomen. is using his 
mass communications skills to 
promote the tratl 

Neubert, whose  college concen-
tration was tn broadcasting, is 
helping produce a promotlonal 
video for the Agassiz Trail. 
wlll be a pretty  big proje 
want it to be pretty profess 
he says. 

He is also helping Ada commu-
nity leaders update a city develop- 
ment vldeo. 

AmeriCorps is a good program 
for more than one reason, he says. 

'We're trying to bring economic 
development  to small communi-
ties around here,' Neubert says. 
if we weren't here, nobody would 
be doing it." 

Gary native Kelly Engen, 23, was 
previously in charge of the Nor-
man County Soll and Water Con-
servation District's tree program. 

Now an AmertCorps worker, 
Engen is asking local landowners 
to set aslde land for planting trees 
- or what he calls a "living snow 
fence" - along Highway 200, west 
of Ada. 

The Norman County Soil and 
Water Conservatlon District, he 
says, will begln planting about 
1,500 trees in May along the first 
hree-mtle stretch of the project . 
Engen, who had completed ill 

years at Northland Community 

College in Thief River Falls, Minn., 
majoring in conservation law; 
says the grant wlll help pay the 
remainder of hls education costs 
when he returns to school. 

Musch says she thinks the 
AmeriCorps program should be 
continued a second year because 
it provldes a benefit to small com-
munities. 

think it's a good program 
especlally for people who have to 
take out loans for college,-  says 
Sirjord. 

York, from a political science 
standpoint, agrees that federal 
budget cuts should be considered. 

"I can see the concern in budget 
increases because this could 
potentially be another billion dol. 
lar program," he says. 

But those who want to cut 
AmeriCorps  funding, he says, 
shouldn't go in there  -hacking 
away  without taking a close look 
at what the program has  accom 
plished. 
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NORTHERN WATCH, THIEF RIVER FALLS, MINNESOTA, FEBRUARY 11, 1995 

Americorps 
Wi11helPat 
Win1:ershows 

• 
• 

•AmeriCorps National Services 
Organization enrollees wilt work 
with the Red River Valley Winter 
Shows at Crookston during the 
Winter Shows February 17 - 20. 
AmeriCorps members, weNing var-
ious symbols of their national ser-
vice program, hope to.provide nd-
ed help to ensure that events run 
smoothly. 

In addition to helping out the Red 
Rlver Valley Shows organization, 
AmeriCorps will have booth space 
exhibitin4 AmcriCorps information 
and descrwtions of the projects Cur-
rently in progress in northwest 
Minnesota. These include the 
Conservation Outreach project sta-
tioned out of Warren, Crookston. 
Red Lake Falls, McIntosh and Twin 
Vnlley: thc Agassiz Recreation Trail 

project out of Thief River Falls and 
Twin Valley; and the Ag-Waste 
project out Of Thlef River Falls. 

AmeriCorps will give a short pre-
sentation at the Education (Emu) 
Seminar located in the educational 
Area on Sunday, February 19 at 
11:30 a.m. during the Winter 
Shows. - " . - ' • . --*, 

If interested in learnins more 
about AmeriCorps and what mem-
bers arc doing in this area or find 
out how to help otn with one of the 
projects, stop _by the AmeriCorps 
booth at the Winter Shows, contact 
the local Naturai Resonrces Con• 
servation Service (formerly 
Conservation Service) office to get 
furtker information. 
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Cromwell land is `educational' 
By JACKIE HEBERT 

Pine Knot Managing Editor 

Thanks to the generosity of 
foresighted benefactors. the 
Cromwell School has an 80-
acre tract of farm land only a 
few miles south of the school 
that is being used for diverse 
educational purposes. 

According to Oscar Eliason, 
a science instructor at Cromwell 
High School, the land waswilled 
to the school in 1988, and has 
been a primary resource and 
teaching tool since its acquisi-
tion. 

One of the main instruc-
tional purposes of the land is to 
show students "succession," 
Eliason said, the succeeding 
stages a plowed tract of land 
goes through as it returns to 
its natural state. 

Monday, four Cromwell High 
School students, along with 
personnel from the Department 
ofNatural Resources (DNR) and 
AmeriCorps, went to the site to 
bnish out new trails so stu-
dents will have access to a 
creek and a black spruce 
swamp on the land. 

The group used snowshoes  

to walk about three-quarters 
of a rnile into the land, cleared 
an area for a base camp where 
they would later eat lunch, and 
then fanned out into the wooded 
area to begin brushing. 

Eliason said the school has 
been able to make good use of 
the land for environmental 
education purposes, and stu-
dents from grades K-12 have 
had nurnerous opportunities 
for first-hand experiences be-
cause of it. 

"A. S.P.E.N. from Potlatch was 
active on the '80' and in the 
school, as welI as area forest-
ers," Eliason said. 

Students have taken part in 
maple sugar making and have 
learned about wildlife manage-
ment as a result of having ac-
cess to the land. 

Eliason also said a number 
of local citizens have contrib-
uted their knowledge and ex-
pertise to students in the out-
door clas.sroom afforded by the 
site. 

On-site Monday was a clus-
ter group of AmeriCorps per-
sonnel who asisted with the 
brushing. 

"One of our missions is to be  

a resource network and do 
community service projects," 
said Julie Srnith, a graduate of 
the university-of Minnesota. St. 
Paul, and an AmeriCorps mem-
ber who has been working in 
the Willmar arid Alexandria ar-
eas. 

Jen Melby, an AmerlCorps 
member who has been working 
with the East-Central Regional 
Development Commission in 
Mora. was also present, along 
with RC. Boheim and Tim 
Reese, ArneriCorps members 
working on the Nemadji River 
Basin Project in the Carlton 
County area. 

Phillip Klocksien, the State 
coordinator forAmeriCorps, was 
also on hand to assist with the 
rural development crew service 
project in Cromwell. 

Eliason said an all-school 
Forestry Day is planned on the 
land for the last Wednesday in 
April. 

With the help of the DNR 
AmeriCorps, Eliason, and four 
of his pupils, the site will be 
ready for Cromwell students to 
learn even more about the for-
est and the environment within 
the 80-acres of "naturar class-
room. 
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Editorial 

Americorps may 
offer many benefits 
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Vazoo n7isses 
9bidfOrShare 
of G4O lnillion 
Although Yazoo County will 

not share in the $4 billion set 
aside for the nation's nine 
empowerment zones and 65 en-
terprise communities, Arthur 
James, who coordinated the 
preparation of Yazoo County's 
application, said the county 
benefited anyway. 

One of the benefits was the 
addition of an ArneriCorps 
volunteer, LaDonna Gulley, 
who was sent to Yazoo City by 
the U.S. Departrnent of Agri- 
culture as a result of Yazoo 
County's empowerment zone 
application. 

Gulley is now working on a 
project ' that wilr- target--low-. 
income individuals who would 
' ite p

rh
 to go into buainesa 
e Department of Agricul-

e called and asked us if we 
ould like to have an 

AmeriCorpe volunteer,' James 
said. 'She will be assisting 
with the efforts of the strategic 
plan we developed and w-ill be 
bere for a year." 

After receiving a grant from 
the Office of Community Ser-
vices, Gulley is currently con-
centrating her efforts on the 
micro business effort. 

Classes for people who want 
to go into business may be 
available by March, James 
said. The financing for those 
businesses could feasibly come 
from the Micro Loan Founda-
tion, a part of the Delta Foun- 
dation. 

Additionally, James said 
Yazoo City's three bank.s have 
offered technical and financing 
assistance. 

'Right now, we're identifying 
the potential clients,' he said. 
'Also, people who are already 
operating a small business and 

i i o are having problems are 
.ble to attend the classes. 
it must be a small busi-
with only one or two per-. 

sona working for it.' 

Although Yazoo County is not 
included in the empowerment 
zone, James said the county 
should benefit from the eco-
nomic spinoff effects due to 
Yazoo County's close proximity 
to thoae countiea that did 
receive empowerment zone 
status. - 

Prior to submitting the 
empowerment zone applica- 
tion, several public meetings 
were held to get input from 
anyone who was interested. 
James said that the input he 
got, in itself, is worth a great 
deal. 

"Like any other major pro-
'"tiam, if it- ends- with-a--good 

plan, I can turn around and 
use it to make grant applica-
tions we need,• James said. 
"And we can use it to attract 
industry, which will, of course, 
improve our tax base.• 

Had Yazoo been ao desig- 
nated, $40 million in 
Empowerment Zone/Enterprise 
Community -- Social Service 
Block Grant funds -- would 
have becorne available. 

Additionally, employer wage 
credits would have been of-

- fered to residents and qualified 
employers and businesses 
would have been allowed in-
creased tax deductiona for 
qualified properties. 

In an appearance in Green-
wood last Thursday, U.S. Agri-
culture Secretary Mike Espy 
officially announced the selec- 
tion of portions of Bolivar, 
Holmes, Humphreys, Sun- 
flower, Washington and 
Leflore counties as the rural 
ernpoWerment zone. 

The north Delta region, 
which includes portions of 
Panola, Quitman and Tal- 
lahatchie counties, and an area 
in west Jackson near Jackson 
State University, were pegged 

Continued on page 10A 
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razoo Continued from page IA 
as enterprise communities. 
They will receive $6 million in 
federal aid. 

In the preparation of Yazoo 
County's application, Jamea 
termed Yazoo County's chance 
of being selected as 'a slim 
chance,' but said the product 
that comes froin !fleeting to-
gether and establishing com-
mon goals for the county is 
worth the effort. 

The Empowerment ZoneiEn-
terprise Community is a con-
cept that is a part of the 
Clinton administration's com-

rnunity revitalization strategy. 
The 30 niral enterprise com-

munities from acroas the na-
tion were picked by Espy while 
U.S. Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development's Henry 
Cisneros selected 65 urban en-
terprise communities. 

Espy, in consultation with 
the President's Community 
Enterprise Board, designated 
the three rural empowerment 
zonea. Cisneros, also in consul-
tation, picked six urban areas, 
for a total of nine empower-
ment zones nationwide. 
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