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Mmerica Lorp veiunieer

Lujan Preparing Area Calendar

Leticia t.ujan 15 the America
Corp volunteer waorking at the
Eloy Chamber of Commerce Lu-
jan’s job is to promote economic
development - . -

Lujan’s job 1s similar ta that of
a VISTA volunteer Her job will
end Sept 30 She saw a flier ahout
the America Corp program and
that a meeting was scheduled at
city hall

After that she applied for the po-
sition. Al the end of her term she
will get a $4.700 education grant
and this 1s the reason she 1s work-
ing hard

She is an Eloy native Lujan
graduated from the Santa Cruz
Valley Union High School in 1987

Lujan already has an associale
degree from Central Arizona Col-
lege. She wants to go to the Uni-
versity of Arizona in Tucson to
complete her educalion Although
she has not decided. business ad-
ministration 15 a possibility for
her major

At Santa Cruz she plaved soft-
ball and was 10 the Spanish Club

She is married to Marcelo. and
they have four voung children

Her main project is coordinat
INg a community calender On the
south side of the Eloy Chamber of
Commierce office is a window thal
displays her initial efforts

Lujan is also working on a labor
survey in Eloy for the Greater
Casa Grande Economic Develop
ment Foundation. This s sched-
uled to begin in the next few
weeks.

She is alsc preparing a business
proprietor survey for lhe cham
ber. This is to gain information
about local business and wha they
do business with. *‘We wanl to ce
il we can attract businesses that
they might need nearby

This survery is scheduled ti go
out at the end of the month. L.ujan
said.

Another project is about illegal
dumping. “I'll be researching
ways on how to develop prujects
to stop illegal dumping.” Lujan
said.

Water conservation is another
project she is working on in coop-
eration with the city.

“The community calendar is
not as good as Eleanor's : Brown:

ver " Lujun said. referring to it's -
\ Date column in The Eloy Enter.’
prise sponsored by lHodges Rexall
Mart Both Lujan and Brown will
be working cooperatively

“Elcanor gave me a lot of infor-
mation and people to contact,”
Lujan said ! )

Groups are encouraged to con-
tact her if they want to be in the
calendar at 466-3411 at the cham-
ber office .

“This 1s something that came
out of the Focus Future effort.
What they want s an actual calen-
dar to put up.” Lujan said. ‘The
calendar is designed and after it is
erccted at the chamber office they
may add lights to it.

Jannary 15 the first month.
“They garve me this window to
work with - temporarily).” Lujan
said

[ want it to look like an actual
calendar [t s going to have to be
big ta put everything for a while
month.” she said

If anyone has ideas they want
to share with me how to get the
calendar put up please contact
me. Lujan sand

ELOY ENTERPRISE
ELOY, ARIZONA
JANUARY 19, 1995
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AmeriCorps national service organization alive,
well and serving others in the White Mountains

Carolyn Dryer * .
The Indepandent - ’

SHOW LOW — Members of
AmeriCorps, a national service orga-
nization working in communities

throughout the Four Comers area, is’

oo the move in the White Mountains.
Some of the AmeriCorps members
have already knocked on some White
Mountain doors. They’ve handed out
forms they'd like residents and busi-
ncss owners 1o look over and fill out,
then mail in,

Created by federal legistation Sept.
21, 1993, USDA/AmeriCorps is the
domestic equivalent of the Peace
Corps. Twenly thousand strong, the
purpose of the program is, as every
volunteer will tell you, “to get things
done.” Local AmeriCorps volunteer

Tom Sepulveda said the program is-

involved in rural community devel-
opment, “helping people pull them-
selves together by the bootstraps.

“It has 10 be people empowering
themselves. Otherwise, you get that
same old dependence on government
which docsn’t help anybody.”

. | *It's the essence of the new
covenant and we shouldn't
sStop k" |

President Bill Clinton, in his State
of the Union address Jan, 24, said of
the AmeriCorps: "It's the essence of
the new covenant and we shouldn't
stop it.” Describing the volunteers
who serve in AmeriCorps, President
Clinton said they are “solving prob-
lems and eaming money for college.”

That serves as an accurate descrip-
tion of Sepulveda who is a college
graduate, married, hoping to ehrn
enough money this year to get a good
start on paying for his master’s
degree. Sepulveda and the 47 other
AmeriCorps volunteers working on
the Four Corners Regional Rurat
Development Praject are focusing on
two main projects for this region.

One is the Crofford Demonstration
Farm in Woodruff, 15 - 206 milcs
southeast of Holbrook. Through the
construction of a 17° X 24" green-
house built from easily obtained
materials at minimal expense, volun-
teers hope to “show the advantages
and profitability of such greenhous-
¢s” The farm is also aiming to
demonstrate alternative high return
crops, including herbs.

The other project is creating an
economic data base. Called Econ dB,
the volunteer community action team
is working on collecting information
from local communities. The team
will rot be telling the communities

what they need 10 do to develop pro-
jects. Sepulveda said nobody from
AmeriCorps will be analyzing the
data, but it will be available 1o com-
munity planners.

Some community action teams do
more than collect data. They build
trails, such as the Heritage Trail from
St. Johns to Lyman Lake, pointing out

historical sites along the trail, “A big
history trail,” said Sepulveda, “that -

shows all aspects of a given arca's
historical heritage.”

* “tIs a grassrools effort to
solve the problems facing
communities across the
Nation.” =~

The AmeriCorps Ethic includes the
goal of ™“getting things done,”
“strengthening communitics,” encour-
aging responsibility,” and “expanding
opportunity” As its mission state-
ment says, “Tt is a grassroots effort to
solve the problems facing conununi-

" ties across the Nation,” -

Sepulveda believes in It and hopes
the information gathering process will
bear fruit and the White Mountain
communities will be able to deter-
mine their own destiny, He'll be
knocking on your door.

President Clinton, a Democrat, and
Senator Jon Kyl of Arizona, a Repub-
lican, do share the same sentiment
about AmeriCorps. Kyl, in a speech
on the floor of the senate Jan. 20, said,
“_. it provides meaningful work for
young people addressing real prob-
lems without federal micromanage- -
ment ... In the process, national ser-
vice instills in young people the
strong traditional values of hard work
and responsibility, They learn those
values because they are serving. It is
not a program to teach those values.

" It is a program where the values are

learned because of service rendered.”

In the process, national ser-
vice instills in young people
the strong traditional values of
. hard work and responsibifily..

It is not a program lo teach
those values. It is a program’
where the values are learned
because of service rendered.”

For more information about Ameri-
Corps, call Sepulveda in Holbrook at
524-1305, or the Holbrook headquar-
ters at 524-1442.
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Marvell receives
Americorps Grant

Marvclﬁnpmncrship with the  Arkansas RC&D Council will
East Arkansas Resource Conser- begin revisions on an Arca Plan.

vation and Development (RC&D)
Council, has received funding
through the Rural Forestry Assis-

In the plan revisions, commit-
tees will be selected and public
meeting held for cach county in

tance (Rursl Development) the district. The following con-
AmenCorps Program. ' * 71 T -cetnshavebeenidentifiedin Phill-
" Themissionof the AmeriCorps ~ ips County: soil conservation
Program is 10 engage a divers¢ and land treatment; infrastruc.
group of Americans in working - ture; use, quality, and quantity in
‘parine "‘;_withgommhnitiatb_r“'itﬁg'iticnmtcr;ﬂoodprotcction
provide real snd measurable ser-  and drainage of agricultural and
vicéd 10 méet eavironmental and urban land; recreation and tour-
humdd needs while building’an _ ism; rural fire protection; and
‘ethic’of services, responsibility, - recyclingand waste management.

dp. s <idd5 0 The City of Marvell Enbance-

lﬂdﬁﬁl Rt <o SR N | T
Marvell. Enbance- ~'mept Project will address wastie

ment Project is designed to im- . management, infrastructure,
prove the social, economic, dnd flood protection nad drainagce
nacvrd] environsiént of the towm, * concerns,
¥As part of the projés, trksh " Besides the City of Marvell
ind'dnd planters will be installed  and thé East Arkansas RC&D

derminéniinesaihis dows.  Councl addiona puners .
‘towm Arex Atceisible ainps will - clude the USDA Forest Service,

bebuilt ind the existingsidewalks . Phillips County Conservation
f*d[[ié ’acémible.Newcul- District, and the Natural Re-
“verfywillbe nitalled inresidential < sour¢es Conservation Service.

sresswheretheyarevirtuallynon- -~ “Getting Things Done” is the
existentor nonserviceable,” stated matto of the AmeriCerps Pra-
BRI, Asvifdbess e G0N Wik sipnce s s
Mayor Clark ... .. grantand the partnets involved,
’ Marvell is doing just that.

As part of the project, the East
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Holly Grove Council looks to city’s future

The Holly Grove City Council
continues to make strides for the
progress of the city. During last
Thursday’s meeting, the council
discussed two issues of valued
importance to the future of the
city. One concerned the FEMA
buy out program and the other a
senior citizens center project.

Mayor LulaTyler reported that
13 property owners have agreed
so far to participate in the FEMA
buy out program of housing and
land in the floodplain area. To
date, FEMA has committed
$1569,250 towardsthe project. The

land which is purchased will be- -

long to the city. Tyler stated that
she has been working with the
Forestry Service in Russellville
for plans of development in the
bought out area. Tentative plans
include walking trails, nature
trails, and a lake with fishing
piers. :
The council also agreed to give
Tyler the authorization to enter
into an administrative services
contractand an architect services
contract if the senior citizens'
application proposal is funded.
The city is seeking funding for a
senior citizenscenter project from
the Arkansas Community and

Economic Development Grant
program. A city selection com-
mittee with the approval of the
council has selected Wingfield
Associates Consulting Services of
Conway as administrator/
preparer and Twin Rivers Archi-
tectaof Arkadelphla asarchitects
if the project is funded.

The council discussed the need
far street paving. Portions of Sec-
ond Street, Atlanta Street, East
Street, and Spruce/Tyler Streets
were named as priority needs.
The city has a restricted one cent
sales and use tax which has col-
lected over $25,000 and can be
used for street paving. Bids for
paving will be solicited.

Tyler reported that although
thecity hasbeen approved for the
COPS Fast program the funds
have not been received. The coun-
cil discussed advertising the posi-
tion, but decided to table the mat-
ter until funds were available.

Renee Spurlock reported that
her 1700 hours with the
Americorps program will be com-
pleted this month. She will con-
tinueto workin aslot provided by
the Forestry Service. This will
enable her to continue with the
Holly Grove projects.
Americorps member Jana
Coleman gave a report from the
Crime and Drug Committee con-
cerningcity streetlights. The com-
mittee recommended upgrading
9 lights to sodium lights and in-
stalling 8 new sodium lights in
needed areas. Each sodium light
would increase the electric bill

approximately $7.00 per month"
The council discussed the need
for prioritizing the list and then
phasing in lights as funding is
available. Mayor Tyler suggested
that the council include some of
the cost in the 1996 budget. No
immediate action was taken.

The council reviewed ordi-
nances #148 and #150 which call
for the cleanliness of property
and the condemnation of proper-
ties that constitute a public nui-
sance. Mayor Tyler distributed
pictures taken by membersofthe
city beautification committee.
The pictures showed some of the
properties in town that needed
particular attention. She related
that letters had been sent to out-
of-town property owners request-
ing that they take care of their
property. Thecityismowingsome
of these propertiesand billing the
owners for services rendered. A
motion was passed for the city
beautification committee to help
determine properties which are
not meeting standards and to
make recommendations to the
council,

Street maintenance employee
Floyd Christian was réported as
having resigned. The position will
be advertised. A temporary em-
ployee has been hired to mow city
property. The council discussed
the need for additional help for
cleanupduringthe annual home-
coming weekend.

All council members were
present for the meeting. The coun-
cil will meet again August 17.
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City Wide Clean-Up
In Holly Grove

TheHolly Grove Beautification

Committee will eponsor a City
Wide Clean-Up. The committeeis
urging the community to get in-
volved in making the city one of
the-most beautiful cities in Mon-
roe County. There will be a spe-
cial residential pickup on Satur-
day, April 29. This will give ev-
eryone the opportunity to get rid
of anything from bathtubs to
sscrewdrivers. Be sure to place
these items in front of your resi-
dents on Friday afternoon, April
28, 80 you will be ready for the
Clean Sweep on Saturday, April
29.

If anyone needs assistance in
moving heavy objects or clean-
ing-up their property please con-
tact AmeriCorps-USDA Member
Renee Spurlock at 462-8300,
Chairman Brenda Coleman at
462-8350, MaryFrancesSpurlock
at 462-3402, or Grace Brown at
462-8574 sowecan makearrange-

ments to help you as soon as pos-
sible.

MONROE COUNTY SUN
CLARENDON, ARKANSAS
MAY §, 1995

Secund Clean-Up
Day in H.-Grove

Asecond clean-up day hasbeen
scheduled for Holly Grove by BF]
for Saturday, May 6, starting at
8:00a.m. Allitems, large or small,
will be hauled away if placed at
curbside.

The first"cléaAn-up day was
scheduled for Saturday, April 29.
BFI wasnot prepared for thelarge
quantity of items needing haul-
ing away. Therefore, they have
agreed to return for a second Sat-
urday and have promised to con-
plete the task this time.

Americorps Member Rence
Spurlock will be assisting the com-
panyin locatinghomes withitems
needing to be picked up. For more
information about the clean-up
day contact Renee Spurlock or
Mayor Lula Tyler.
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AMERICORPS MEETING IN HOLLY GROVE: Eight AmeriCorps participants and other officials met in
Holly Grove last Wednesday with U. S. Department of Agriculture AmeriCo rps Director Joel Berg.
Each of the participants told of specific areas of work in which they were involved. In some way, they
have all been involved in the work at Holly Grove. AmeriCorps participants include from left: Vivian
Jones of North Little Rock; Loyda Stith of Batesville; Audria Coleman of Holly Grove; Debra Carmen
of Little Rock; Joel Berg, AmeriCorps director of Washington, D.C.; Renee Spurlock of Holly Grove;
Jana Coleman of Holly Grove; Lisa Cobb of Jonesboro; and Harrison Locke of Fargo.
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In Arkansas, AmeriCorps fits Clinton’s vision

BY GRANT TENMILLE
Democral-Garstie Stall Wrier

AmeriCorps member Renee
Spurlock is moving Holly Grove
residents out of danger.

Approximately 60 homes in the
east Arkansas town of 700 are in-
side the flood plain of the White
River. During periods of heavy
rain, water seeps into the ground
floor of some homes. If a 100-year
flood were to sweep down the
White River, it would take most of
those homes with it to the Missis-
sipplL

So Spurlock, 35. a Holly (irove
resident, is coordinating a pro-
gram under the Federal Eer-
genq Management Authority to

uy the flood-threatened proper-
ty and find the 135 residents of
the area new lots on which to
build.

She has spent the past 10
months educating landowners
about the buyout program, sur-

veying the area, researching own- Co

ership of every piece of property
and finally going door-to-door an-
swering questions, providing ea-

couragement and soothing fears.
“AmenCorps has really helped
this town.™ Spurlock said.
Spurlock is one of approxi-
mately 250 AmeriCorps volun-
teers in Arkansas working for
dozens of private, nonprofit and
government agencies across the
state. Their accomplishments may
be the best defense of President
Clinton's modern-day Peace

Ips.

Their jobs include feeding the
hungry, teaching Little Rock His-
panics job skills, educating mi-

grant farm workers on the dan-
gers of pesticides and helping
rural fire departments find mon-
ey for training.

On Sept 21, 1993, Clinton
signed the National and Commu-
nity Service Trust Act creating
AmeriCorps. The creation of a na-
tional service corps had been a
high priority for Clinton during
the 1992 campaign.

Clinton envisioned a domestic
version of the Peace Corps, creat-
ed by President John F. Kennedy
in the early '60s, a group that

would perform volunteer work in
communities across the United
States in exchange for govern-
mant grants to pay for college ed-
ucation.

On Sept. 12, 1994, Clinton ad-
ministered the oath, via satellite,
to 20,000 AmeriCorps volunteers
across the country.

Republicans in Congress, led
by Speaker of the House Newt
Gingrich, R-Ga., attempted to kill
the program earlier this month by
slashing the 1996 budget for

See AMERICORPS, Page 11A

AmeriCorps

¢ Continued from Page 1A

AmeriCorps from the proposed
$575 million t0 $139 milllon. They
tay the Corps is nothlng more
than another federal jobs pro-
gram that costs a ot but accom-
plishes little.

; riCorps volunteer Jen-

g of Alexander sald Gin-
wrong.

ittle Rock, King Is helping

feed hungry families

Through her work with the
Rice Depot and Potluck, two Pu-
laski County relief organizations,
King, 23, developed the Red Bar-
rel program. Red barrels have
been placed in grocery stores
across Pulaski County with signs
that encourage people to donste
food. Since November, more than
15.000 pounds of food has been
collected and distributed to 17
agencies across the state.

“Because of Jennifer it was a
success,” said coordinator Laura
Rhea. “Because it was a success 1t
is going statewide.”

King wants the House Speaker
and his fellow congrestional Re-
publicans who say AmeriCorps is
just anotber wasteful bureaucra-
cy 1o know that her work has fed
thousands of hungry people.

“We are getting things done,”
King said. )

AmeriCorps supporters said
the program has become a politi-
cal target of the Republican Con-
gress, eager to attack one of Pres

Prink that thig is something
the president wanted his
name on as an achievement of his
administration, but [ think the
people really have turned their
thumbs down on these '60s-style
proa;ms." t,saic‘l Rep. Tim

Clinton has saved AmeriCorps,
at least for now, by vetoing Ee
congressional rescissions package
June 7, He (nstructed Congress to
find other mnd(i& cuts. King,
and her fellow 20,000 AmeriCorps
volunteers across the country, are
relieved.

Qingrich says AmeriCorps is

tgl‘negtln the way of a balanced
u

“If you are going to get to a bal-
anced budget and your choice is
having a nice little government
bureaucracy that runs people
around the country doing nice
things or taking care of people
with severe disabilities, where is
each o on the priority list*”
Gingrich said in an inteniew ear-
lier this year,

One of the central tenets of
AmeriCorps is that the volunieers
will be placed within existing
agencies so (hat no extra bureaw
cracy will be needed (o create
and supenvise projects.

Diversity reigns

_The AmeriCorps projects are
diverse, and so0 are the volun-
teers. Most are college-age, but
some are in their 80s. All are
working on projects that fall with-
in four “national priorities™ out-
lined by the Corporation for Na-
tional Service, the 200-employee
Washington agency that oversees
AmeriCorps. Those priorties are
education, publi¢ safety, buman
needs and the environment.

A short list of the agencies
where Arkansas' AmeriCorps vol-
unteers are working includes:

_® The state's Spinal Cord Com-
mission, where AmeriCorps vol-
unteer John Gould of Little Rock,
who is paralyzed from the chest
down. counsels recently para-
lyzed people learning (o cope
with 3 dieahility

¢ Central Hispano, a private,
nonprofit Little Rock organiza:
tion where AmeriCorps volunteer
Patrick Presley helps members of
Litte Rock's Hispanic community
learn the skills th? need to get
off welfare and hold jobs. He and
his fellow AmeriCorps workers
often serve as translators for local
hospitals and police during emer-
gency situstions.

* The Resource Conservation
tod Development Office of the
US. Department of Agriculture,
where Deborah Carman of Little
Rock helps rural fire depart-
ments across Arkansas find the
money for training and new
equipment

In Holly Grove, Spurlock also
bas formed citizen committees
who are ﬁfnt.ing neighborhood
crime and pleking up litter.

Holly Grove
said AmeriCorps
town better.

r Lula Tyler
.f: making her

“It's miraculous for a small
town,” Tyler said. “We cannot af-
ford to go out and hire a person w0
do what they are doing. We would
bave been a little dump if it
hadnt been for them.”

Project Coordinator Gail Wain-

- geott of the U.S, Department of

Agriculture said the Holly Grove
flood plain project is one that has
needed to be done for years, but
manpower had never been avail-
able. The Agriculture Depart-
ment is overseeing the project.

“These fo_jectl,.nim have
happened 10 -or 15 from
now, but they wouldn happen as
aluickly 23 they hate without

ese people,” Walnscott sald
“They give more of thelr free time
gtn ey ever get compensated
r-l
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PARTICIPATE IN COMMUNITY MEETING: Residents concemed about the future of Holly Grove
attended a Monday night meeting to discuss community issues. Mayor Lula Tyler and Americorps
Coordinator Renee Spurlock spearheaded the program. Participants listened to the concerns of the
new mayor and then signed up to work on committees in various areas. Commitiees will be focusing
on the issues of health care, crime and drugs, city beautification, education development, economic
development, and recreation and tourism. The individual committees will meet on February 13
starting at 6:00 p.m. at the Holly Grove City Hall. For more information about servingona committee
contact Lula Tyler or Renee Spurlock.
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Two Special Guests at Holly
Grove City Council Meeting

The Holly Grove City Council
welcomed several visitors to its
monthly meeting held October
20. Special visitors included De-
borah Mitchell and Dr. Lon
.Cordell.

Deborah Mitchell with the of-
fice of Rural Advocacy in Little
Rock was introduced to the coun-
cil by Mayor Donna Hill. Ms.
Mitchell discussed the Arkansas

Rural Advocacy Grant Program.
She stated that 82 grants were
given last year for a total of
$286,175.00 and that other
projectsare possible. Mitchell dis-
cussed ways that Holly Grove
might want to become involved
with the grant program.

Mayor Hill also introduced Dr.
Lon Cordell with the Americorps
project. Cordell is a retired psy-
chologist who has had experience
working with HUD and other
government agencies. With the
Americorps program in Holly
Grove, Dr. Cordell will be work-
ing during the next year helping
relocate people that are living in
the flood plain area.

The Americorps program has
placed 22,000 people across the
nation to help rural areas with
conservation planning. Dr.

Cordell along with Rene Spur-
lock, a second Holly Grove
Americorps employee, will help
the city in identifying sources of
financing for variousservicesand
will focus on the provision of ad-
ditional multi-unit housing avail-
able in Holly Grove.

The council passed a inotion to
levy real estate millage. The fol-
lowing millage wasadopted: .0018
General Fund; .004 Policeman'’s
Pension Fund; and .0004
Fireman's Pension Fund.

The council took two stands on
upcomning issues in the Novem-
ber 8 election. The council passed
a motion to encourage defrat of
Proposed Amendment 2. The
council unanimously passed a
motion to support Referred Act 1,
commonly knownasthesoftdrink
tax.

Startingin November the meet-
ingtime of monthly council meet-
ings will change. The council
voted to meet at 7:00 p.m. until
the next time change.

Absent from the meeting was
Alderman Lula Tyler.



ATTEND TRAINING SESSION: Americorps members from three
states attended the Delta Service Corps Super Training June 26-
29 at the National Guard Center Camp Robinson, North Little
Rock. Americorps members assisting the City of Holly Grove
include from left: Jana Coleman, Lisa Cobb, and Renee Spurlock.

AmeriCorps members
attend training session

An Americorps training ses-
sion was held June 26-29 at the
National Guard Center at Camp
Robinson, North Little Rock.
Over 200 people from Arkansas,

Louisiana, and Mississippi were ?

in attendance. Workshops dur-
ing the session included conduct-
ing meetings, working with di-
verse cultures, promoting
volunteerism within communi-
ties, adult literacy, and varicus
other subjects related to commu-
nity life.

Jana Coleman, Lisa Cobb, and
Renee Spurlock, Americorps vol-
unteersassisting the City of Holly
Grove attended the meeting. The
three have worked closely with
Holly Grove and surrounding ar-
eas in Monroe County.

Coleman has assisted Fargo
with getting garbage pick-up ser-
vice and is in the process of ob-
taining city street lights. She has
worked with Holly Grove in se-
curing sodiumlightsin the poorly
lighted areas of town in an effort

to reduce crime. She is available
to help other communities in
Monroe County as well. _
Cobb is a licensed real estate
appraiser. She has been writing
appraisals for the homes in-the
100 year flood plain in Holly Grove
for the FEMA buy-out project.

‘Although she has spent a great

amount of time in Holly Grove,

sheisofficiallystationed atJones-

boro.
Spurlock hasbeen working with
committees in Holly Grove to
improve the community in vari-
ous areas. Target areas have been
beautification, economic develop-
ment, education, and housi ng.She
has assisted Mayor Lula Tyler
with the FEMA buy-out project.
Other Americorps participants
working in Monroe County that
attended the workshop are James

Thompson, Eugene McKinney-

and Harrison Locke. Locke and
Harrison are specifically assigned
to work with Arkansas Farm and
Land Development Corporation.

MONROE COUNTY SUN

CLARENDON, ARKANSAS
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Commiitses To Meat

‘Monday in H.-Grove

The commanity commisteesfor
Holly Grove will meet on Mobd-
day, February 18, The commit-

' teas have been divided into two
- groups with the flrst meeting at

5:00 p.m. and the second at 7:00
5 8 :
meetipg ag, §00

pyi. inttide Crime and Drug

Condinlttss, Education and De-
velopmenit Commitiee, Recte-
ation and Tourisen Committen,

Cowinittess meating at 100
pn. iuelude Health Care Com-
mittee, Beonomia Developuwnt
Commiites, and City Beautifica-
tian Conwnittea. Theeverall Plan-
ning Committes will also meet at
700 pm.

The committee will meet the
second Monday of sach manth at
the Holly Grove City Hall. All
pefdons interested in serving on
ane or siore of these commitioss

FEBRUARY 23, 1995

Amsricorps Workers
Buests at Holly
Grove Woman's Club

Threa members of the
Americovps program were gussts
at Tuezday’s meeting ol the Holly
Grove Woman's Club, Rence
Spurlock, Jana Colomam, and
Audria Coleman discussed their
various responaibilities with the
Americorps progysm. They stated
they work in helping commyni-
ties find funding {or meeded
projects. In Holly Grave,
)Americorps has been instrumen-
tal in securing funding for a flood
plain buyout and are worklng for
tmproved housing in the area
Under the direction of Ameri-
ocorpa, the communily interest
commiittess bave been resutab-
lished aod are waking plans for
improvements in many areas for
the City of Holly Grove,

In other business during the
meting, the dub voted to spon-
soran art cantastat Marvall Acud-
emy. The contest will be divided
in two parts, one division for
grades nine and tsh, and anothet
divistan for gredes eleven and
twelve. Entrioe may be githet in
photography or painting. The
winners will be submitted w dis-
trict competition.

The meating wis held in the
,homa of Mary Ann Raynolds who
eerved as hostess. Serving a= oo-
‘hostess was Willa Lambert,
Mickey Calloway wasin chargeaf
the program. lutreducing the
Americarpy coprdinators was
{ommumr Donna Hill. Fol-
owing the mesting and program,
the ladies were served refresh-
ments.

The ¢lub will meet again on
Tueaday, March 21.
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AmeriCorps workers Mike Jensen and Nancy Scolari check ammonia levels in a water sample taken
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next to a large dairy at the headwaters of Stemple Creek. The pair, who found good readings, will

monitor the stream for a year.

Helping out his hometown

Corps worker
aids farmers

By RONNIE COHEN

Press Democrat Bureau

ike Jensen earned twice as

much money before he left his

Penngrove home for college as
he does now that he's zraduated.

But the 25-vear-old Jensen is thrilled to
be heiping Petaiuma area farmersasa
member of AmeriCorps, the domestic
Peace Corps that was a centerpiece of
Bill Clinton's presidential campaign.

“It’s not the best-paying job.” Jensen
said. “But I'm learning just an immense
amount. And the reason we're in the
AmeriCorps is 1o serve the community.”

The Petaluma fields in which Jensen
played as a hoy now are nome to office
buildings. The changes sadden Jensen.
Because he loves the outdoors and wants
to preserve open space, a2e studied

landscape architecture and iand-use

When he graduated in June, the job
market iooked bieak. Then Jensen's
father. a Penngrove contractor, spotted
an ad for an AmernCorps job with the Soil
Conservation Service in Petaluma.

Jensen was visiting friends in San Luis
Obispo when his father called an < told
him about the §12.000-a-year ;ob.
Although he could earn twice as much
working as a carpenter, Jensen rushed
home to be one of 50 job candidates.

Since last month, as par: of the Zirst
group of AmeriCorps woriers to work {or
the Soil Conservation Service, Jensen has
been advising area dairv operators and
other agricultural landowners on ways to
Keep manure out of waterways.

Jensen sees the farmers as heroes.

“I don't want to see Petaluma get
engulfed in this urban sprawl.” he said.
“All the open space vou see is farmiand.
It's the agricuitural people and the
farming community who have leftit
open.

So Jensen feels great about helping
dairv operators manage their land in

A VAmA Tancan snie

[t's not the
best-paving job. but
['m learning an
Immense amount.
The reason we're
AmenCorps s to
serve the
community.

1

MIKE JENSER

there are ways. _
Farmers can, for example, continue
spread cow manure on hay fields. Jens
sald. Thev just need 'o compute how
Tiuch manure thev can Jut ¢own deic:
Sacter:a gels :nlo waterwavs, eats ox
) See Helping, Pao.




AmeriCorps crews?Lelp

If some of your

priorities are improving qual-
ity of life, taking care of na-
tional forests and other public
lands, education and motiva-
tion, AmeriCorps has some
answers.

This is what the so-called
“Domestic Peace Corps” is up
to so far:

e 20,000 AmeriCorps mem-
bers are fighting hunger, help-
ing with rural development,
working with educators and
helping preserve or restore
fragile natural habitats

® They are getting on-the-
job training in a myriad of
skills designed to improve
both the human and environ-
mental condition

e Many, if not most, are
gaining new insights into
their own career choices, even
as they earn the $4,725 educa-
tion award for their 1800-plus
hours of work. Some say their
educational opportunities
would be crippled without the
stipend and training.

Calimesan Ken Amundsen,
21, joined the program to earn
the stipend and discover his
own future.

“l was working at Burger
King before this,” he said.
“AmeriCorps has really
opened a few doors for me.”

Amundsen said he's gained
new experience and is looking
closer at potential careers
with the U.S. Fish and Game
Dept. As such, he said, he
would work to protect natural
resources and wildlife from
poachers or those cutting
down trees illegally.

He and fellow crew mem-
bers are pgetting five day’s
training in the handling of
chain saws, including four in
the field at Idyllwild. They'll
use that training to cut fire
ayel breaks, which help ckeck
wildland fires.

Locals' work:
Public lands, environment
Members from Yucaipa, Ca-

1

Bridge over troubled ‘~vaters

AmeriCorps workers raise

wooden walkways zbove the

water in the riparian areas of Big Morongo Canyon Preserve.

limesa, Beaumont, Cherry
Valley, and other area com-
munities make up the San
Bernardino National Forest
crew, working on public lands
and the environment.

The organization is broken
into several cemponents:

» The Education Team is
comprised of nine members
and two supervisors who
make environmental-
education presentations at

elementary schools.

Geared to kindergarten-
grade 6 students, the prog-
rams teach children wilder-
ness survival skills, such as
what to do if they become lost
in the wilderness (“Hug a
Tree”). They also learn about
the essential components of
habitats in a pregram known
as Habitat Means Home, and
get to meet and learn about
Smokey Bear and his
message.

The site, recovering from a devastating fire in 1992, is a
favorite spot for viewing many wild species in natural

settings.

Guest speakers include Un-
ited States Forest Service of-
ficers and fire-prevention
technicians.

The team also gets hands-
on experience in researching
and designing new programs,
according to Anne Hotchkiss,
AmeriCorps spokesman out of
the Mill Creek Ranger
Station.

® Five members belong to
the Construction Team,
which handles such diverse

tasks as post-fire rehabilita-
tion, plugging gaps in forest
buildings to keep out swarms
of killer bees, trail mainte-
nance and graffiti removal.

“All of these enhance the
National Forest experience”
for both visitors and the na-
tural environment, said
Hotchkiss.

# More experienced crew
members do specialized re-
pairs and rehabilitation
within public lands, including

forest, people

the Chapparal Neighborhood
in Lytle Creek.

® Two crew members, look-
ing to enhance their training
in the field are working on
bald eagle surveys with wild-
life biologists. Others are en-
hancing their education by
serving as interpretors in the

SBNF Children’s Forest.

“It's a forest within a forest
for kids and parents, where
they can learn the forest ecol-
ogy,” said Hotchkiss.

‘Heading In the
right directlon’

“A lot of kids these days
have no guidance,” said Amer-
iCorps crew supervisor Jesse
Mclntire of the USFS. “I have
kids who have nothing, who
can't even afford a jacket or to
wear decent clothes. They're
just off the streets and don’t
know what to do with them-
selves. At least we'll get some
kids off the streets and
headed in the right direction.”

Mclntire said about half of
his crew will be trained in
firefighting through US Forest
Service classes.

The most dangerous of all

The training will qualify
them for some of the most
dangerous and difficult fire-
fighting assignments of all:
working on fire hand crews,
cutting lines and doing wild-
land fire mop-up.

“That's where you get the
most injuries,” he said, “due to
tree hazards and rolling rocks.
People can fall through stump
holes and get their legs
burned.”

The experience can guide
them toward careers in Forest
Service firefighting, including
the so-called hot shots. McIn-
tire said these are the most
highly-skilled professional
firefighting hand crews of all.
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School program features fuel reduction

As part of the community Communica-
tion Program for Fuel Reduction, the Edu-
cation Coordinator for Americorps, Natu-
ral Resource Conservation Service, Aleta
Apgar, has presented aseries of ecosystem-
themed workshops to explain to students
grades 5-12 in El Dorado County the basics
of fire safety in our wild land-urban inter-
face

The precentations are aiined at helping to
reduce catastrophic wildfires in our county
through community education. The public
school system currently endorsesbothcross-
curriculum learming and community aware-
ness. The education program emphasizes
things each student can do now to be aware
and help address this critical issue in the
SierraNevadafoothills. Sharing with peers,
adults. and teachers the components of fire
safety at home and in our forests an impor-
tant facet of the series of presentations.

Reducing catastrophic fire is a goal with
which all of us can agree. The problem is
being addressed by agencies on the federal,
ctate, and local level, one of the issues
where we are seeing cooperation belween
private landowners and governiment agen-
cies. L

El Dorado Unified High School was the
first school to be involved in this program.
Camino Opportunity School, Ponderacdo, is
liningupaschedule for March. SierraRidge
has expressed aninterest in scheduling pre-
sentations The Pollock Pines area was tar-
geted first 1o coincide with a community

action project co-sponsored by the KCID)'s
Mark Hicks, U.C. Cooperative Extension’s
Bill Frost, and the District 2 Supervisor,
Ray Nutting

On Saturday, Feb 11 there was a coop-
erative effort 1o inake two lots in Sly Park
Hills a fire safe demonstration madel

Later in the Spring, Forest Service Rep-
resentatives are willing to do a school pre-
sentation to coincide with the Mormon
Emigrant Trail Fuel Break Burn as part of
the series’ thrust to expose students to the
high risks and prevention measures in our
region.

An outdoor environmental education
component, a casual vegetation survey of
the sites is also offered as part of the pro-
gram. By law, schools have fire defensible
space, but students do not necessarily un-
derstand whatthisentails. Theirownschools
are a good starting place.

In conjunction with the goal of making
the Traverse Creek Watershed fire safe itis
hoped the program will expand to the Black
Oak Mine Unified School District Schools.

Any interested teachers in El Dorado
County wanting to schedule presentations
or desiring more information should con-
tact Aleta Apgar, Americorps, NRCS, 415
Placerville Dr., Suite M, Placerville, CA
95667, phone 622-1411).

e

It is hetter 1o have
old, aecondhand din-
monda than none at all.

—Mark T'wain
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Program

(Continued from Page 1)

Americorps at the end of Septem-
ber.

“There used to be one way to
serve your country — through
military service,” said Joel
Berg. 29, director of the USDA
Americorps team, while visiting
the Imperial Valley Friday.
“Now we have another way for
them to serve: community ser-
vice.”

Berg said some of the needs
identified in the colonias include
housing, water and jobs. The
FmHA can help with at least two
of those needs by offering 1-
percent loans up to $!5,000 for
housing repairs for people age 62
and under andgrants up to $5,000
for people 62 and older.

The Imperial Valley office
currently has more than 1,000
home loans and 65 farm loans
with residents in both Imperial
and San Diego counties.

Yet, many others who need the
services don't know about them.

“Nationally, we've done a
lousy job at this kind of
outreach,” said Berg.

Because the government is
downsizing the Imperial Valley
FmHA office by two employees,
the two Americorps volunteers

will be a great help in doing the
outreach the office staff cannot
handle.

“We want to let people know
we are here. Outreach such as
this can do that,”” said Rafael
Lopez-Barragan, county super-
visor for the FmHA in Imperial
and San Diego counties.

“I want to change the per-
ception of our office. I want
people to see us not as a bank of
last resort, but an organization of
first opportunity,” he said.

Alvarez, 22, said the program
provides a great opportunity for
both the people who may be
helped and the participants of

Americorps.
"It will be a great learning
experience,”’ she said.

Leuvanos, 35, said the outreach
he will do in helping people get
grants and loans will be

- beneficial.

“A lot of people here, they
don’t get information. A lot of
these people are very poor and
don’t speak English. They
wouldn’t be able to find out from
the newspaper this kind of infor-
mation,” he said.

While such philanthropy is nice
to hear in the 1990s, Leuvanos
conceded he will also get a
personal benefit.

"I will learn a lot ... and [ owe
a lot in school loans," he said.
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AmeriCorps jobs

Editor: As an AmeriCorps member,
I' would like to express my apprecia-
tion to The Press Democrat and to
writer Susan Swartz for the Feb. 5
article about the AmeriCorps pro-
gram. I do believe, however, that the
article was limited in its representa-
tion of the scope of President Clinton’s
nation service program.

The article highlighted only two of
the four types of service available to
members to choose from. Along with
human services and education proj-
ects, AmeriCorps members are also
serving in public safety and environ-
mental projects. :

From southern Sonoma County to
Ukiah, the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service has six Ameri-
Corps members on board, all of whom
are college graduates with a desire to
serve their country through communi-
ty work. g

The Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, formerly the Soil

" Conservation Service, is a federal

- agency that provides free technical
conservation assistance to landown-
ers. In northern Sonoma County, five
AmeriCorps ' members are assisting
the California Department of Fish and
‘Game. AmeriCorps members enable '
these state and federal agencies to
assist the public with projects that the
budget-cut staffs could not otherwise
handle. = =~ e

Our assistance to ‘the public is
provided as a response to requests
made by the community we live in
and have chosen to serve.' -

«. - When I introduce myself and .de- .
scribe -the AmeriCorps program as a
domestic Peace Corps, the handshake
gets a little firmer, the smile a little
broader, and the comment is always:

. the same: “It's about time." :

JULIE MAGGI
Fulton




VER STORY

By Mara Caitlin Roche
Poly Post Reporter

AmmneriCorps, the “brain child” of President Clinton, has
been in the news lately. Republican members in Congress,
notably Newt Gingrich, have recently mentioned it as a possi-
ble target for funding cuts. But, what you might not know is
that there are four full-time AmeriCorps members here at Cal
Poly.

In the AmeriCorps application, Clinton states, “Through
national service, you can help lift up America. There is so much
to be done today, including teaching children to read, caring
for the sick, and keeping our streets safe and our parks clean.
Through AmeriCorps, you can help make America everything
it ought to be—a nation where all our citizens, whatever their
backgrounds, can live up to the fullest of their potential.”

The four students interviewed have had positive experi-
ences with working for AmeriCorps, though they are con-
cerned about possible cutbacks to the organization, due to the
congressional opposition.

“There is funding for the first two years [for AmeriCorps].
We are trying to establish a tradition of excellence so
AmeriCorps can continue,” said Jami Fisher, a senior in
I cape Irrigation Science. “Because this is the first year—
.1eed publicity. We're a lot like the Peace Corps—but we
ore with the community.”

The group is currently working on a project for the Morongo Indian
Reservation, helping that community with a flood-water control project.
“We are able to provide the additional labor and technical assistance
needed on projects like this,” said Fisher. Fisher said that projects such as
this would normally have to wait months to get off the ground if the extra
assistance was not available through AmeriCorps.

Additional projects this past year have included developing waste-
management plans for dairies and environmental improvements for area
high schools.

“We are working with ,opg,htgh school, developmg.a ‘demonstration
garden’ of native plants of steep, rocky soil,” said Fisher.:. =

“The program is good for community service,” said Tai Diep, a 1umor
in Civil Engineer major. When asked to explain the difference between
Poly Corps and AmeriCorps Diep said, “They are both developed to help
the community. But the focus is different for AmeriCorps groups; Poly
Corps deals mainly with community service.”

In the application, Clinton continues, “. . . through national service
you will learn things that money can never buy. You'll join America’s

POLY POST, CAL POLY POMONA, POMONA, CALIFORNIA

meriCorps: Volunteers for Amenca

Mara Roche/ Poly Post

AmenCorp s volunteers Tai Diep, Kevin Nguyen, Jami Fisher and Adrian Gonzuloz

long tradition of great citizens—men and women of every race and reli-
gion who come together to build up our communities and our country.”

When asked how he felt about the diversity of AmeriCorps, Kevin
Nguyen, a junior in civil engineering, said that he thinks it is important
because, “It's not only friendship that we exchange, but we exchange our
cultural backgrounds as well.”

“Communication is a key to everything. Well, we've managed to work
in groups, and handle problems—we manage to achieve power in a
group,” said Adrian Gonzalez, a senior in Agricultural engineering.

Last week, the group had a surprise visit by Richard Rominger, acting
secretary of Agrlculture He fielded questions from the students, includ-
" ing some abayf fHe questionable suppost in Congress for the 20,000 mem-
“her warkforce,

“There are people who think it costs too much money, but it has bipar-
tisan support in Congress and it's a high priority for the president,”
Rominger said.

Hopefully, students such as Fisher, Diep, Nguyen and Gonzalez can
show those in Congress that the work they do does make a difference.
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National Americorps director
visits Divide projects

by Rebecca Murphy
Following the first year of President
Clinton’s AmeriCorps program, the Divide
was visited last week by Joel Berg. Director of
the Department of Agriculture’s component

of the program. :
“I'm systeinatically visiting all our sites
thtoughout the country.” he said. “The USDA

reccived the largest grant for its Ameri
projects with 1,200 members in 38 states.”
The program provides jobs and 2 $12,000t¢
$20.000stipend 10 volunteers performing com-
munity service-type work. The process
acquire funds through the Corporation for
National Service is a competitive one for dif-
ferent federal agencies and resulted in the

USDA"s award of $2.5 mil-
lion. The $20,000 maximurr
payment made 10 volunteen
designing and working or

GEORGETOWN GAZETTE : ;
projects that are helpful «

GEORGETOWN, CALIFORNIA their particular area inf:ludes

JUNE 20, 1995 cataswophic health benefits

and an education award of
$4.725. Volunteers are »'

Americorps director . . . continued from page 1

Jowed a maximum of two years service.
They must be at least 17 years old with no
maximum age limit for participation,

The USDA operates three types of
AmcriCorps tcams throughout 38 s1ates: an
Anii-Hunger Team. a Public Lands and
Environment Team, and a Rural Develop-
ment Team, being used on the Georgetown
Divide. The Rural Devclopment Team
members in Placer and El Dorado counties
arc working on Fuel Reduction Projects on
U.S. Forest Service and private lands, edu-
cating pcuple on preventing brush from
igniting and creating massive fires.

The criteria for a project has several
components, Berg said. “We must be able
10 se¢ measurable concrete results that are
meeting the community's needs. Fue] re-
duction really martters to this community.
We make sure memy<’s will get something
out of jt. And we must balance differcnt
pans of the siates and counties which get
projects.”

Appropriately, Berg's first stop follow-
ing lunch at Parra's Mexican Restaurant

was (he Kelsey Fire burn area which exem-

plified the need for fuel reduction in the
area. Other stops included the Darling
Ridge Fucl Reduction Project and Hansen
Hollow Defensible Space Project all of
which are being aided by AmeriCorps vol-
unteers.

“We're not the federal government com-
ing in.” said Berg. “We're empowcring
communities 1o get done what they need.
We believe (hat states and local communi-
tics should have control. The majority of

the members work for private companics. ™

Working in conjunction with agencies
like the Natural Resource Conservation
Service, the USDA Soil Conservation Ser-
vice, and the Consolidated Farm Service
Agency 10 name just a few, AmeriCorps
volunteers provide labor and skills neces-
sary for whaicver their local communities
need simllar to the work farce provided by
the California Conservation Corps.

“We stress four points.” said Berg. “Gei-
ting the job done, building strong commu-
nities, expanding educational opportuni-
ties, and promoting personal responsibil-
ity."”

Although the program has been criti-
cized by some Americans, it has received
high bipartisan support in Congress. Most
of the criticisms, Berg said, come from
people who know nothing about the pro-
gram.

“They say volunteers should not be paid
because then others will not volunteer for
nothing,” he said. “Our members have
inspircd and encrgized others, not discour-
aged them from providing their own public
service, We believe in order 10 transform
civic ethics, people should do more 1o im-
prove communities.”

To becdOme a paid volunteer in the
AmeriCorps program, you cancall (800)94-
ACORP 1o receive an application. A cala-
loglisting individual prajects will be mailed
from which you may choose 1o panicipate,

Local volunieers meeting with Berg poses
were James Newman, Jesse Haramati, Athea
Brusin. Carol Rutenbergs, and Aleta Apgar

\
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Woolsey praises
local work site

Congressional representative
Lynn Woolsey, who plaved an
instrumental role in shaping
AmenCorps as a member of
the House Education and
Labor Commuttee. praised
local AmeriCorps members
who began performing com-
munity service this week in
exchange for educational
grants.

“Not only has AmeriCorps
opened the door 10 higher edu-
cauon for Sonoma County res-
ideats. it has given new hife to
meaningful new programs in
our communities that have
been neglected for too
long.” smd Woolsey.

Several AmeriCorps mem-
bers working with the local
branch of the Soil Conserva-
uon Service (SCS) met with
Woolsey earlier in the month
and toured a work site at the
Atwood Ranch in Glen Ellen.
The members will be working
on a variety of water quality
improvement projects through-
out Sonoma County. Members

meeung with Woolsey includ-
ed Nancy Scolari. Mike
Jensen. Julie Magg: and Colin
Close. ‘

“We'll get a lot of conserva-
tion work done 1n Sonoma
County thanks 10 the Amen-
Corps members who will be
working with ps.” said Lisa
W00 Shanks of the Soil Con-
servauon Service in Petaluma.

Filteen thousand Americans
were sworn 1nto the Ameri-
Corps recendy in ceremonies
across the nation. The year-
long. full-time program will
provide the local participants
with a stipend of $12.000 and
an educational award of
84,725

Woolsey also noted that a
coalition of 18 ponprofit agen-
cies in Sonoma County, known
as the Sonoma Project, will be
bringing on 27 AmeriCorps
members who will work in a
vanety of fields such as educa-
tuon. public safety. the environ-
ment, and health and human
services.
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R On Americorps. As an Amer-
iCorps member in Aubumn, thank you
for the article in the Aubum Journal.

I would like the public to know
that implementation ‘of the wildfire
prevention demonstration project at
the Live Oak Waldorf School could
not have been completed without the
cooperation of the California Conser-
vation Corp, County of Placer, Placer
Hills Fire rgrotoction ‘District, Califor-
nia Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection, Placer County Resource
Conservation District, and USDA
Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice.

I know your main emphasis was
AmeriCorps, but I want to say that
this was a multi-agency cooperation
to educate the public about fire haz-
ard and prevention.

James Newman
AmeriCorps
Aubum



Fuel load project to begin in
Traverse Creek Watershed

A team of Americorp members have
been assigned to the United States Depart-
mentof Agriculture. Natural Resource Con-
servation Service, formerly the Soil Con-
servation Service. Their mission: to reduce
fuel loads in potentially critical forest lands.

The local team covers the area encom-
passing El Dorado, Nevada, Placer, and
Amador counties. The program is pan of
President Clinton's pilot Americorp legis-
lation, with projects of community service
and a motto of “getting things done.” The
program has been called the Domestic Peace
Corps.

The team members, headquartered in
Placerville, are working on the Traverse
Creek Watershed located in the Georgetown
area. The parnticipants will identify land-
owners and then set-up community meet-
ings and workshops. They will assist in
formulating individual plans according to
the various desires and needs of land use
from limited timber harvestto wildlife habi-
tat. They will also help develop incentive
programs and assistance funding.

District Conservationist Jim Kimmel has
two' Americorp members 10 assist work
through his office: Aleta Apgar, a conser-
vation educator, certified teacher and former
viticulturist, and Jesse Haramati, a civil
engineering candidate in a joint University
of California Santa Cruz-Berkeley Program.
They work cooperatively with El Dorado
County’s Georgetown Divide Resource
Conservation District and Soil Conserva-

tion Service.

As a team they unite their efforts with
CLiff Heitz, Auburn’s District Conserva-
tionist, and his representatives: Geologist
Carol Rutenberg and James Newman, a
wildlife management Humboldt State Uni-
versity graduate. Two other team members,
Christi Lyn-Maison, an agronomist, and
AltheaBrusin, an agriculture science gradu-
ate from Cal Poly, work under the tutelage
of Grass Valley's District Conservationist,
Ron Zinke. The project coordinator is Bob
Roan of High Sierra Resource Conserva-
tion and Development Area.

The anticipated success of this project
will minimize the impactof ineviable wild-
fires. Successful implementation of this
program will generate more Au.ericorp
volunteers and inclusion of more water-
sheds in the fuel load reduction program.

The aim of this rural land development
project is to demonstrate a model of com-
munity interaction, cooperation between
federal and state and local agencies and
private landowners. The reduction of fuel
loads and fuel ladders to reduce possibility
of catastrophic wildfires is one of the most
critical environmental issues currently be-
ing addressed in the foothills.
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Volunteers
help snuft

BY CATHERINE BRWGE -
Nelghbors sraff writer *

Off Shoo Fly Road néar Kelsey recently,
two vanloads of Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service officials and the Amenicorps
volunteéers working with them on a four:
county fuel reduction pilot program sur-

‘eyed " the ‘lingering” devastation from

. veryd o4

August’s arson-set fire. - - -
Despite recent salvage logging. crowdé ket M
stands of thin blackened poles, looking like |/ g, N
a toothpick forest, still mark the site where' & _ Py %
o :

fire roared over 860 acres.

“Burns in: the foothills easil get © F ) : 3‘ : .'.:”
20,000 to 30.000 acres,” CLff Heitzi the  Rraibiie HR b

conservation service district’s conservation-"
ist_in° Auburn 'told the group. which' Jesse Haramali and Aleta A
included - Jocl Berg, head of the U.S.'teers who educate people on

LEZLIN STURLING [ NUGHBORS

ar are Americorps volun- behind as habitat for birds and other animals. The vol-
w 10 clear a firebreak to unteers demonstrated the technique in El Dorado

Department of Agriculture’s contingent of keep thelr homes safe. They leave islands of manzanita County and severa! other toolhills countles.

Americoips volunteers. “Tt was just 16¢K or

a fluke that the fire dida't" sweep™on’ 1 cverything. These trees won't come back

eeome(bﬂm.'e-'_ : ¥ UM “or 10 to 15 ycars, wwd when they do,
Bob Roan, ‘Bead’ of ‘the High''Siem ey il look like hairs on a dog's back —

Resource ‘Conservation and Development. and burt up again within 10 years.”

Arta’ 32id] “Becsuse the fuel load' is »3° That's why the USDA-funded conserva-

heavy, these become killer fires. not just. tion scrvice has recruited six Americorps
‘clcanup’ fires, but the kind that fry every-* voluntcers with science backgrounds (o

help set up model fucl reduction programs
on private land in Amador, Nevada, Placer
and Et Dorado countics. The conscrvation
scrvice, together with officials of area fire
districts, the California Departiment of For-
cstry and the U.S. Forest Service, envisions
a public-private partnership in which

Jandowners receive public agency help
developing fuel reduction and defensible
space plans for fires and up to $200 per
acre or 75 percent of the costs to cleur the
land. :
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Americorps takes root in A.V.

Tree-planting
helps residents
weather storms

By Karen Maeshiro
Daily News Staff Writer

ANTELOPE ACRES — April
Jurgen was a student at Antelope
Valley College, Sandy Haynes was

in real estate and Phillip
Sam was fresh out of college with
a degree in agricultural biology.

The three took up the call to
join President Clinton's
Americorps community service
program last fall and have come
together in the Antelope Valley,
where they will help residents
plant trees as windbreaks against
dust storms.

“I've always been interested in
volunteering and helping people,
and I'm a real outdoors person,”
said Haynes, a 57-year-old
resident of Lancaster. “It’s the joy
of helping people and being
outdoors. We've learned a lot
about windbreaks, and we're
disseminating the information to
the people.”

On Saturday, Haynes, Jurgen
and Sam attended a tree-planting
demonstration at the Antelope
Acres Community Center to
launch the program by the Natural
Resources Conservation Service, .
where the three have been
assigned.

About 20 people were on hand
to watch as 54 Arizona cypress
seedlings were placed into the
ground. In the center, Natural
Resources Conservation Service
staff discussed the program with
residents and answered their
questions.

The three Americorps members
will be working with residents in
Antelope Acres 10 help plan the
windbreak, determine the number
and type of trees needed, and
provide the labor to plant the
seedlings.

Jurgen, who is hearing-
impaired, provides staff support
by writing up reports. Haynes and
Sam get to do the outdoor work,
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AmeriCorps making

By DAVE MILLER _ -

Hi-ODesert Star Staf Writer

MORONGO VALLEY— It's
new and already making its mark on
the local community.

AmeriCorps, the new domestic
peace corps created by President
Clinton, has desert residents and
others with the lofty goals of young
Americans filling its ranks and
working on projects in the Morongo
Basin.

AmeriCorps Crew 13 has been
working on environmental projects
within the Big Morongo Canyon
Preserve and Joshua Tree National
Park.

The Preserve was formally pri-
vate ranching land until The Natwre
Conservancy started purchasing
land in the canyon in 1968. The Na-
ture Conservancy has since relin-
quished its holdings in Morougo
Valley and the Preserve is presendy

nder Bureau of Land Manzgement
(BLM) management.

Joshua Tree became a national
park this year after years as a na-
tional monument.

Although AmeriCorps is head-
quartered on the San Bernardino Na-
tional Forest and adminisiared by
the U.S. Forest Service, members of
Crew 12 meet at the BLM's North
Palm Springs office.

The 14-person crew has been
working on the Big Morongo Ca-
nyon Preserve for the past three
weeks, building new trails anc main-
wining and restering existing rails
that were damaged by a 0-acre
brush fire two years ago, and the
floods which followed.

They are also rebuilding bridges
and boardwalks within the Preserve.

In Joshua Tree Natonal Park.
Crew 13 did projects like cleaning
up an old mining area, maintaining
trails and removing old scaffolding
from the Key's Ranch Dam.

Taking a few minutes from her
task of painting Preserve signs
Thursdav afternoon, crew member
Angie Savio, 19, of Palm Sorings,
said, “This is our third wesk here;
thar leaves another week for us. It

been a lot of fun.

“Four days before the crew started

orking here, my boyfriend und [
came up and hiked down Big Mor-
ongo Canyon. At that ume, w.
didn’t know we'd be working here.”

=

'Zl-

Angie Savio of Palm Springs was one of several

AmeriCorps Crew 13 members working at the Big

Savio's boyfriend is another
member of the crew, Duke Janus, 26,
of Palm Springs.

Crew members get a living allow-
ance which adds up to $4.23 an hour,
basic health care coverage, and child
care, but the big chunk is an educa-
tonal grant totaling $4,725 at the
end of an 1,800-hour stnt in
AmenCorps.

I plan to go to college in Color-
ado and pursue something to do with
botany or soil science,” Savio said.
*My goal is to open a nursery or be a
farmer one day.

“WWe have seven years (o use the
money for college. If we don'tuse it,
the grant money goes back into the
pot for others.”

According to the Forest Service,
the educational grant can be used for
college, vocauonal schooling, or
paying off existng student loans.

Four other members of the crew
were busy Thursdav building an en-
closure around a well and tank

which supplies the Preserve and
neighboring Covington Park with
water.

All four have collegiate goals:

e James Gannon, 26, of Cherry
Valley, plans to anend coilege and
major in wildlifz management;

« Jason Valdez, 18, of Beaumont,
plans to attend a junior college and
gain a basic Associale in Ars
degree;

» Beth Anglin, 19, of Yucaipa.
has a goal of community college and
being a fish and game warden, and

» Ruben Contreras, 19, of Yu-
caipa, will use the educational grant
funds to go to a community college
— possibly Crafton Hills — where
he will study fire scicnce and take
emergency medical technician
(EMT) courses.

Crew member Pamina Olvera says
she likes the project because, “We're
making it better to use and lots of
people have noticed the work we've
done.”

Of the Preserve job site, Olvera

Morongo Canyon Preserve in Morong

-

o Valley.
(Star photo by Tim Bulone)

adds, “Tt’s really pretty and in the
spring I bet it will look beautiful.”

Another member of the crew,
John Soto, has a deeper interest in
the Preserve because he thinks his
father might have grown up there.

“He told me he grew up in Mor-
ongo Valley and stared to describe
where he lived. It sounds the same as
the Preserve,” Soto said.

Soto and his father are planning a
trip to the Preserve to confirm these
suspicions.

“My crew is very enthusiastic ab-
out the work we're doing here,” said
Oscar Montjo, crew supervisor.
“They feel we're making a big dif-
ference as far as giving people better
access to the Preserve.”

“Everything they're touched,
they've left better than they found
it,” said Robin Kobaly, 2 BLM bo-
tanist and Preserve manager. “This
(the crew’s work) is on the order of
dreams where money falls out of the
sky: impressed: is an under
statement.”
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IRIS SCHNEIDER / For The Times
Kelvin Drayton with the Los Angeles Poverty Department tries to use humor to get at young people's feelings about parhandling in

a dramatization at the Youth Anti-Hunger Conference held Thursday. The conference was attended by 1,000 Los Angeles high

school students and was designed to offer high schoolers the tools with which to fight hunger and homelessness in their
communities. A series of workshops, seminars and panels were presented.
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EAST VALLEY FOCUS

‘TH HOLLYWOOD
rogram Brings
 Lessons on Diet
to Classroom

After meeting anti-hunger workers in
the Mississippi Delta, seeing neighbor-
hood vegetable gardens in Pico Union
and lislening lo community members
across the country, federal agriculture
official Joel Berg offered his assessment
of AmeriCorps, the President’s national
service program.

“It's here, it's real and it's working,
Berg said, standing in a classroom at
Arminta Street School. “A lot of people
thought it was just another promise, that
it wasn'lL going Lo happen.”

Berg, director of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture National Service Pro-
gram, visited the school as part of a
national tour of AmeriCorps projecls.
Since the program was launched in
Scptember, AmeriCorps workers have
been placed at community-based proj-
ects throughout the country, wrestling
with a range of problems, from drug
abuse toilliteracy and hunger.

Although organizations are required
to submit quarterly reports delailing

nrogress, officials should observe
jects for themselves, Berg said.
n't believe you can learn how
s are going by sitting at your desk
in Washington,"” Berg said. “You have to
be out here, lalking to the people.”

At Arminta Street School, the last
stop on his two-week tour, Berg
watched as the third- and fourth-grad-
ers in Jan Shaffer's class parlicipated in
a presentation on nutrition and the
importance of eating breakfast.

On one side of the room, students

gathered around a TV walching several
“Start Your Head” commercials pro-
moting breakfasL

“What happens when you don't eat
breakfast?” asked Peter Val Verde, an
AmeriCorps worker assigned to the
Southern California Anti-Hunger Coali-
tion.

AmeriCorps co-team
leader Termi Piggee pours
ayogurt shake to
fourth-grader Julian
Arellano, prepared by

' children during a
nutrition program at
Arminta Street School,
Right, fourth-grader
Salatiel Gray samples
yogurt shake in the
program offered by
AmeriCorps.

Hands—and bodies—shot up jostling
for a chance to answer.

“You don't have enough energy to
play.” said Alfonso Gareia, 10.

“You get grouchy,” another student
answered.

Students laughed and howled at the
short, comical commercials.

Across the room, AmeriCorps work-
ers Terri Piggee and Lee Henderson
taught students the five groups and
demonstrated how fruit smoothies are
made—part of an attempt to show that
food that is healthy can also taste good.

“It tastes like candy,” said 9- year-old

Elizabeth Meza, after taking a sip.

For the students at Arminta, which
has a high number of homeless and
low -income students, the nutrition mes-
sage is an important one.

“IU's really needed —cspecially in ar-
eas like this,” said Principal Marcia
Cholodenko.

Elizabeth Riley, execulive director of
the Southern California Interfaith Hun-
ger Coalition, said the presentation was
one of many anti-hunger projects con-
ducted by AmeriCorps workers assigned
to the organization.

“AmeriCorps really has cnabled us to

impact various communities in a very
sort Lime,"” she said.
For Berg, scenes like those al Armin-
ta are evidence that the program works.
“They say a piclure is worth a
thousand words,” he said.

—JOCELYN STEWART
VAN NUYS
Masters Greeted

by Noisy Protesters

A Sun Valley man who shot and killed
a lagger and wounded another was
grected Tuesday morning by a small but
loud greup of protesters as he entered
Van Nuys Municipal Court.

But after his hearing on gun posses-
sion charges was conlinued to next
month, William Andrew Masters Il was
whisked through a courthouse back
door to avoid the protesters and report-
ers.

Masters is charged with misdemeanor
counts of carrying a concealed weapon
and carrying a loaded weapon. He faces
a maximum sentence of 18 months in jail
if convicted.

The charges stem from a Jan. 31

incident in which Masters, while taking
his usual late night walk, confronted
two men scrawling graffiti beneath a
freeway overpass in Sun Valley. Mas-
ters told police that he pulled out a gun
he was carrying in a fanny pack and
shot the two men when one of them
tried to rob him with a screwdriver.
* Cesar Rene Arce, 18, was killed and
David Hillo, 20, was shot in the butlocks.
Hillo recovered from his wound and was
charged with vandalism.

The protesters, a group calling itself
Four Winds Student Student Move-
ment, staged a mock funeral and candle-
light vigil Monday night. Tuesday
morning, the protesters exchanged
words with people entering Lhe courton
other business.

The proteslers said Masters should be
tried for murder for killing Arce. The
district attorney’s office declined to file
felony charges against Masters, calling
the shooting self-defense.

—JULIO MORAN

LOS ANGELES TIMES
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» COMMUNITY SERVICE

High desert residents moving
forward, thanks to AmeriCorps

By Julie Johnson
Daily Press

Yalli Andreasen knew she needed a
change.

The oldest of her six sons was enter-
ing 10th grade, so she would soon have
to get a job to help send the children to
college.

But because she had dropped her
goal of a degree in z00logy to spend 17
years as a homemaker, Andreasen
didn't know what she should do.

An advertisement for AmeriCorps
changed that, _ .

Now the 37-year-old is three months
from completing her one-year portion
of a project to survey soil at Fort Irwin.
When she fInishes she will have $4,725
in scholarship money waiting for her.

“It's nice to be able to contribute to
the community,” Andreasen said ofthe
project. “And I earned an education
award so I cancontinue school.”

. -AmeriCorps is a federally funded
program that pays for community ser-

» AMERICORPS / From B

vation.

In addition to a scholarship,
AmeriCorps pays workers, who
must be at least 17 years old and
U.S. citizens, a living stipend of
about §12,000 for the year they
spend inthe program.

Aguayo said he hopestogetthe
soil survey funded again next
year. He also wants to expand
the project to the Chemehuaevi
Indian Reservation, across the
Colorado River from Havasu

vice throughout the nation. This was
the first year money went to the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service in
Apple Valley, said district con-
servationist Rick Aguayo.

The program gave him enough
money to start soil surveys at Fort
Irwin, Edwards Air Force Base and
the Marine Corps Alr-Ground Combat
Center at Twentynine Palms. Six peo-
ple of various ages are currently en-
rolled.

Soil surveys map the di{Terent types
of soil in a region, said Crisand Giles, a
24-year-old participant from Cal Poly
San Luis Obispo, If the type of sail is
known, scientists can determine, for
instance, where desert tortoises might
live or how to treat a hazardous spill,
she said.

Aguayo's flve-year project is unique
to AmeriCorps. Most are short-term,
such as planting trees or diverting a
stream. -

ayo's six participants have also
worked in the community, teaching

school ¢hildren about soil and conser-
Please see AMERICORPS, B4»

City, Nev. Participants would
work with the tribe to planttradi-
tional crops and help them apply
forgrant money.

“l think it's a win-win situa-
tion,” he said. “These folks are
providing community service
and will be able to pay for
school.”
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Hill getting benefits from AmeriCorps program

By Philip Michaels
Staff Reporter

It was another 10-hour workday for crews along
Double View Drive in Idyllwild last week. Crews cut
down trees and cleared away brush to build a fuel break
protecting nearby houses from any fire hazard. And
though the work was tiring, none of the young people
volunteering their time were complaining.

“A lot of them have mentioned what a great feeling
it is looking at a completed project and saying ‘Hey, I
did this,”” said Anne Hotchkiss, a public affairs special-
ist with the San Bemardino National Forest. “It’s really
a source of pride for them.”

The dozen or so young people working on the fuel
break were part of the AmeriCorps program, a national
service group geared toward meeting unfulfilled needs in
communities across the country.

THE NATIONAL AMERICORPS program was
created by the National and Community Service Trust
Act signed into law by President Bill Clinton in Septem-
ber 1993.

According to Ms. Hotchkiss, the local AmeriCorps
program, which works with the U.S. Forest Service on
the San Bemardino National Forest, has 87 members.

While different AmeriCorps programs across the
country serve different needs, the local group is dedi-
cated toward performing environmental projects on pub-
lic lands, Ms. Hotchkiss said.

For their year of service, AmeriCorps volunteers
receive a $4,725 educational award to further their edu-
cation. And for those looking to pursue a career in for-
estry, Ms. Hotchkiss said, the program provides them
with job-related training and experience.

“IT’S NEAT TO see people out here doing stuff for
the environment,” said Jackie O'Brien, a supervisor for
AmeriCorps’ Yucaipa crew.

Tim Paye, an AmeriCorps volunteer from Beaumont,

- AT e Mk T W L ot o eyl 2
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Tim Paye, a volunteer with the AmeriCorps pro-
gram, thins some trees near Double View Drive to
build a fuel break. The national service program will
be performing environmental and rehabilitation
projects on public lands In the San Bernardino

Natlonal Forest.
(Photo by Philip Michaels)

said he was drawn to the program because of the edu-
cational award and the chance to work outdoors.

“It’s good exposure to forestry,” he said. “It’s a good
job opportunity.”

Ms. O’Brien said she found the AmcriCE-rps volun
teers to be extremely enthusiastic about their work.

“THEY’RE JUST ALL willing to learn,” she added
“They’re excited about being outside and working 10
ward their education.”

Last week's work on the fuel break was one of the
first projects performed locally by AmeriCorps crews
However, Ms. Hotchkiss said, crews have been busy
working on public lands throughout Southern California.
completing post-fire rehabilitation of the 12,000-acre
Devil Fire, renovating trails in the San Bemardino and
Cleveland National Forests and rehabilitaung overused
recreation areas in the Joshua Tree Nauonal Park.

The work done by Double View Drive last week
served a dual purpose for the AmeriCorps volunteers
Ms. Hotchkiss said. In addition to getting work done on
the fuel break, the project also gave the volunteers an
opportunity to receive training on how o operale saws

*“We've been really kind of hampered on projects so
far without any saw training. This will really open it up
for us,” Ms. Hotchkiss said.

LOCAL FOREST SERVICE officials are enthus)
astic about the potential of the AmeriCorps program
Kathy Valenzuela, district resource officer for the foresi
service’s San Jacinto Ranger District, said she has al-
ready placed a number of requests for AmeriCorps crews
to work on local projects throughout the coming year

“My hope is they’ll be doing lots of work for us,”
Mrs. Valenzuela said

For AmeriCorps volunteers to work on a project, il
must meet certain criteria, according to Ms. Hotchkiss.
The project should have long-term benefits, demonstrate
clear results and strengthen the surrounding community.

Mrs. Valenzuela said projects she would like to see
AmeriCorps volunteers work on locally include tree
thinning, some tree planting, clearing vegetation from
around trees, trail rehabilitation and restoring nearby
picnic areas.
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Crews
working
it out

AmeriCorps gives
job experience

By Lee Peterson
Daily Bulletin

LYTLE CREEK — They wanted to
work, and they got what they asked for.

After a few months of chopping,
clearing, shoveling and sculpting, the
parcel behind the Lytle Creek Ranger
Station is more than halfway toward
becoming a multihabitat nature trail,
thanks to a team of AmeriCorps
workers.

The trail is just one of several
projects assigned to the AmeriCorps
workers hired by the San Bernardino
National Forest last October. In addi-
tion to the trail, tasks performed by the

various crews have included restoration
of fire-scarred wild lands, hiking trail
maintenance and graffiti removaﬁ from
picnic tables. .

“It's hard work and it's somethjng I
enjoy,” said Barbara Hicks, a 26-
year-old Bloomington resident, who is
part of the nature trail crew.

Hicks, like many AmeriCorps work-
ers, joined the federally funded “domes-
tic Peace Corps” in its inaugural year in
order to gain work experience and earn
money toward education. The minimum
age for AmeriCorps members is 18, and
there is no maximum. The enlistees
serve for one year, with an option of
Joining for one more year. The National
Forest’s crews average age is 26.

In return for a $4,725 educational
grant and $4.23 per hour, the workers
are required to put in 40 hours per
week, show up on time and put in a full
day’s labor, said Jessie McIntire, a For-
est Service AmeriCorps team
supervisor.

Lazar Jackson of Rialto said he joined
the National Forest’s AmeriCorps
because he wanted to get more experi-
ence in forestry, as a possible career.
After almost three months in the corps,
the 22-year-old said he's getting the
variety of experience that will help him
decide exactly what career to pursue.

Shannon McCallum of San Bernar-
dino is also part of the nature trail

See AMERICORPS/B2

AmeriCorps/rom B

crew. *I'm looking forward to
seeing it in five to six years
down the road when everything
grows in.”
" McCallum is also thinking
about “re-enlisting” in Ameri-
Corps next year, after this pro-
gram is completed in
September.
. But members of the Republi-
can majority in Congress have
mentioned AmeriCorps as a pos-
sible target of funding cuts.
* On a visit to Lytle Creek Fri-
day, Richard Rominger, the act-
ing secretary of Agriculture,
was optimistic about the con-
tinuing federal support for Ame-
riCorps, which employs about
20,000 people nationwide.
“There are people who think
it costs too much money, but it
has bipartisan support in

Congress and it's a high priority
for the president,” Rominger
said.

While there's plenty of sweaty
heavy labor to do in the
National Forest, AmeriCorps
workers have been assigned to a
variety of federal agencies and
do a wide variety of work.

The Inland Empire West
Resource Conservation District
has four AmeriCorps workers,
who are serving in a variety of
consulting, surveying and edu-
cational roles.

Administered through the
U.S. Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service, the workers are
helping dairies create manure
management plans, educating
the public on resource conserva-
tion and consulting on various
environmental projects.

Jami Fisher, a Cal Poly
Pomona landscape irrigation sci-
ence major, is going to school on
a limited basis this academic
year in order to make time for
A.tmeriCi:Wﬁ;J.:k

By working for the Resource
Conservation District, she said
she's getting real-world experi-
ence in designing irrigation and
consulting on other projects.
That experience will help when
she starts looking for a job upon
graduation in 1996.

“It's not just going out carry-
ing tools and doing the hard
grunt work,” Fisher said.

The district's other Ameri-
Corps members include two Cal
Poly civil engineering students
and a Cal State San Bernardino
environmental studies and geog-
raphy major.
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Community service is their mission

By Stephanie Spear
Special 10 the Herald

President Clinton’s AmeriCorps
national service program is alive
and well in the Southwest — for
now.

Forty AmeriCorps members in
the Four Corners region — 11
headquartered locally — are set-
tling into their positions of service
to communities, though the new
program is threatened by the cur-
rent budget-cutting Republican
congress,

The president's prized nauonal
service initiative was signed into law
with the National and Community
Service Trust Act in September
1993, creating 20,000 national
AmeriCorps positions and consoli-
dating a number of other national
service programs. AmeriCorps, the
centerpiece program under the
act, gives Americans 17 and older
living  stipends, educational
money, health insurance and child
care allowances in exchange for
one to three years of work in non-
profit segments of communities.

AmeriCorps seeks to teach an
ethic of civic responsibility and
community-building while provid-
ing job experience in education,
public safety, environment and
human services.

“It's service work, basically, to
help  communities  revitalize.
AmeriCorps is not out to bring the
federal government’s guidelines
and rulings down upon the people
- rather, that communities have
something to say and programs are
developed through the wishes of
the people,” said Lloyd Wilhelm,
facilitator for the Four Corners
AmeriCorps members.

Nine men and women with the
AmeriCorps rural development
program and three with Colorado-
Corps — a swate-designed, Ameri-
corps-funded service learning pro-
gram for students on college cam-
puses — started work this fall and
winter. Three federal agencies and
Fort Lewis College are sponsors for
the project in the Durango area.

San Juan Resource Conservation
and Development, which provides
natural resource development assis-
tance in rural areas, made one-year
grant applications which created
six Americorps positions.

.. One was filled by environmental
biologist Agnes Suazo who provides
expertise to the Southern Ute In-
dian Tribe. Her task — Americorps
language doesn’t include the word
job since members don’t receive
pay from the community — is to in-
ventory stock ranges on the South-
ern Ute Indian Reservation and
recommend repair and improve-
ment of fences, stock ponds, dams
and roads. Suazo, 38, represents
Americorps’ ideal of recruiting
qualified people who want to re-
turn to areas like those they grew
up in in an attempt to reverse what
the government calls “brajp drain”
or exodus of creatve minds from
rural areas. Suazo graduated from
Fort Lewis College in 1990 and per-
formed seasonal and other work
for a national forest in ldaho
before taking the Americorps posi-
tion

By Stephanie Spear
Special to the Herald L

ColoradoCorps tries to keep
higher education from getting its
head too far in the clouds.

The program on Colorado’s
college campuses which is a part
of President Clinton's AmeriCorps
national service program seeks to
move students from the heights of
academia and ground them in the _
very real work of community serv-
ice.

Fort Lewis College is one of 16
Colorado colleges or universities
with ColoradoCorps members
who started work this fall. [ennifer
Grau and Nicole Anderson will

in FLC's service learning program
through next year. Beyond that,
however, ColoradoCorps® future is

s

uncertain. House speaker Newt
the AmeriCorps program isi?

“coerced \.oluntansm and gzm-
mickry.”

ate of FLC said one of Colorado-
is to “create a kind of experience
the experience of leammg; X

on. Suddenly you haye a
ship with the world.” .

Anderson and Gmu £l half-

Going from the classroom to the town

time paﬁuom with FLC's Center " receives its funding through the
- for  Service Learning helping Colorado Governor's Commission
“'duectotl_(ahn Grigg oversee about on Nauanal and Community Ser-
- FLC students who | vi,ce, an entity created by Ameri-
" in-area. uhools-——and Co Iegu]auon 10 generate state
studenuz,Ln ved “in mternuh:ps service programs. Grigg is a mem-
and ot.her projects that attempt to - "ber” of that commission which
integrate public service w.h stu | ‘,\mrded the ColoradoCorps pro-

continue their part-time positions.

Gingrich as been quoted as saying

Anderson, a 28-ycarolcl gradu-:srhvm ave
Corps’ and service learning's goals.

that is real to our daily lives, The g
idea is to start r.eachmg t.hrough' g
han

dents' educations; 7.
Grau, a2l yearold senior, i
also working on’ a project to
involve more students in service
~learning. Anderson is helping
“organize a‘conference to bring
together FLC sociology graduates
1o assess their education’s rele-
vance to their experience follow-
ing graduation.
vsta fa.scmaung plece of
legislation,” said Grigg of the 1998
National and Cammu.nitrﬁq
_Trust’Act which ‘created

$2,375.t0 ay
~ “What

o favor projects that tackle urgent
o  urban pmb!cms that have a direct

nd . physical imj ct, and human ser-
r vioeresults o

grlm to Colorado Campus Com-
pact, a coalition of Colorado col-
leges and universities who sponsor
community service learning pro-

"AmenCorps is a way to take
your frustrations (with the educa-
‘tional system) and act,” said Jen-
nifer Grau, 21, who will graduate
*‘from FLC this spring, She recently
llelped match college students
kids in the LULAC—Duran-

ie omnit;d Lau.n Ameri-
dzegf-’-‘-u.uonng program
i she i 13 ed by the mutual
i e students and

"!‘here'i-s excitemcm on both

~ sides,” she said. '

1eriCorps and therefore Col-
ﬂdocnrpn faces  challenges.
igg said federal guidelines tend

ﬁen hard to quan-

ar. (Lhe program

itered,” Grigg
ted ,w'tﬁough-'Chmon has
fi gforhu program.

“You know what? It feels like
home,” said Durango-raised Suazo
of working on the reservation
where her mother and other rela-
tives are buried.

According to Ollie Powers,
Americorps information and edu-
caton specialist at San Juan RC&D,
Suazo's work will help bring the
tribe closer to self-management of
their own land. Their new conser-
vation corps will implement the
upgrades this summer.

Powers is another AmeriCorps
member, prepar-

sible future logging.

AmeriCorps member Dale
White walks the nearly 300 square
miles of Ute Mountain Ute Indian
Reservation doing a natural re-
source inventory so the tribe can
develop a grazing management
plan. His educational award money
is earmarked to repay his student
loan from a recent masters pro-
gram where he earned a degree is
natural resources management.

Shannon Manfredi and Amy
Callard were placed in the Region

Nine Economic

ing media releas-
es about the pro-
gram and San
Juan RC&D pro-
jects. Powers has a
communications
degree but did
not work in her

“ AmeriCorps has
given to me what
Durango has-not.?? .

Development of-
fice and are deal-
ing with regional
transportatio-
nand

Tir Fchara.
volunteer grew up in Igna-

field for 10 years
while raising her
children.

“This just has been really fun.
I'm doing San Juan RC&D a service
and they're doing me an even big-
ger one,” said Powers, 40. She and
the other AmeriCorps members get
$6.65 an hour for working 1,700
hours during one year and $4,725
to apply toward their education.

Like Powers, Mark Applequist is
an AmeriCorps member in a time
of transition. Applequist, 46, a
longume construction worker with
a degree in forestry was looking for
a change of career when his last
child went to college. He is survey-
ing 200,000 acres of private wood-
lands in the San Juan Basin to
determine umber quantity for pos-

cio and graduat-
ed from FLC in
1990 with a humanities degree. She
is helping organize a spring area
growth conference and recently
wrote a grant for a Four Corners
sustainable forestry conference.
Her AmeriCorps position has
been an eye-opener, showing her
that “region nine has its hand in
everything” and that she wants to
be in a community service-oriented
Jjob. “I think it fits,"” she said.
Callard moved back to Durango
after finishing her MBA degree in
May. One of her projects is to help
update the Overall Economic De-
velopment Plan, an exhaustive
complilation of data on the imme-
diate five-county region. Recently
she accompanied another Forest

growth
i uv‘. 3  ~
“ManfrediT 21,7

Service-sponsored  Americorps
member to that agency's regional
meeting, an event she and Man-
fredi describe as breaking down
walls between agencies.

“I'm not sure the Forest Service
would have done that before,” said
Callard.

Todd Tucker, along with Carla
Garrison and Tim Richard are For-
est Servicesponsored AmeriCorps
members. Tucker is trying to help
communities along the San Juan
Skyway develop a land manage-
ment plan along the 236-mile sce-
nic loop. Tucker, 28, rewurned to
his home town of Durango in De-
cember after receiving a landscape
architecture degree outside the
area.

Garrison and Richard are work-
ing with Forest Service officials and
other groups on the revised San
Juan National Forest Plan Revision
targeted for completion in 1999.

Garrison is gathering economic
data that will impact decisions on
forest use, and Richard a sociologi-
cal profile of communities and
their values.

“We act as a liason between com-
munities and agencies,” said Garri-
son, who is working on a masters
degree in natural resource man-
agement.

Enthusiasm is a common theme
among the AmeriCorps members.

“AmeriCorps has given to me
what Durango has not,” said Rich-
ard, who has struggled to live in
Durango for 15 years. *I truly be-
lieve its an authentic attempt to
provide a truly beneficial service 1o
communities.”
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Value-added a

COLORADO

griculture

products forum set '

Alternative farming and - answers are alternative and

marketing methods will be the
topic of discussion at a meeting
entitled "Gardeners' and
Growers' Value-Added Agri-
cultural Products Forum."

The meeting, sponsored by
AmeriCorps, will be held on
Thursday, May 4, at 4 p.m. in
the Moab City Hall Council
Chamber located at 115 West
200 South in Moab.

With today's farming prac-
tices, much more is harvested
from each acre of ground. This
is both good and bad.

The good part is that there is
a plentiful supply of farm
products available for the con-
sumer.

The bad part is prices are so
low it takes a larger harvest to
meet farm expenses.

This causes the farmer to
work harder to produce enough
to make a go of it, thereby driv-
ing the prices even lower.

Even though more is pro-
duced, the overabundance
creates a hardship for the
farmer.

What are the answers? Two

value-added agriculture. '

Alternative agriculture is
the production of non-food,
non-feed products from farm
and forest materials.

Value-added agriculture is
the practice of adding value to
a product by marketing it in
innovative ways.

A good example of this is
Agriboard Industries' manu-
facturing of panels made from
residual wheat straw which is
used for building houses.

Their system uses 65%-less
dimensional frame lumber

than traditional wood con-
struction. This gives not only

an environmental advantage,
but an economical advantage
as well.

With prime farmland being
sold to developers, small
farms are becoming more
commonplace and cost effeq-
tive. 3

These topics will be dis-
cussed at Thursday's meeting.
For more information contadt
Jackie at 259-4100 or Henry At
801-587-2271. i



MANCOS TIMES

MANCOS,
SEPTEMBER 6,

COLORADO
1995

U.S.D.A. AmeriCorps Director
Visits Mancos Riverwalk Project

‘Joel Berg, Director of the
National Service for U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(U.S.D.A.) was In the Mancos
area this past week to check
out the Riverwalk project.

AmeriCorps, an extension
of the U.S.D.A., Is the Presi-
dent’s national service Initia-
tive to obtain results in
addressing the nation's criti-
cal education, human service,
public safety and environ-
mental needs at the commun-
ity level.

Berg. who runs the Amer-
Corp program was out from
Washington D.C. to take a
look at the Riverwalk Project
and many of the other projects
in the area.

Ray Carey. Mac Neely, Berg
and other AmeriCorp mem-
bers walked along the River-
walk with a group of junior
high students. Berg believed
the Riverwalk was an excel-
lent project. He said he was
able to grasp a small sense of
the overall work put into the
project.

Berg said he was impressed
with the project even more so
when the principal and the
Mayor were on hand to meet
him and discuss the project.
He appreciated the fact that

AmeriCorp was getting things
done and promoting things in
the town at the same time.
Berg sald the AmeriCorp
members and students were
learning and teaching each
other through all of the
projects.

The. Riverwalk, worked on
by AmeriCorp members, has
glven not only Mancos a
chance to have a place to sit,
relax and enjoy the river; but,
the students can take advan-
tage of the learning possiblli-
ties involved. Some of the stu-
dents suggested building a
bridge to fish on, looking for
microorganisms, testing the
water for drinking, erecting a
trash can torecycle and many
other Ideas.

Berg said. “AmeriCorp
members are bridging the gap
between government and the
people.” He said AmeriCorp
was about rebuilding trust,
solving problems, and sharing
the load with the community.
He said AmeriCorp helps peo-
ple realize the community nor
the government cannot do it
alone, they need each other.

After walking around Man-
cos, Berg said the quarterly
reports, which ran across his

desk, did not show what was
really going on. Exploring the

_flelds gave him an Idea of what

AmeriCorps was
accomplishing.

While out in the fleld, Berg
traveled to El Paso, Tx., Tuc-
son, Az., Bernalilllo, NM.,
Mesa Verde, Mancos and
many other stops along the

way.
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Americorps helps
Ute Mountain Utes

SPECIAL TO THE DALY TiMES [

Dale Whitc, a recent Ameri-
Corps recruit, is doing an
inventory of the Ute Mountain
Ute Reservation land south of
the Colorado state linc in New
Mcxico. _

His project to assist the Ute
Mountaio Ute Tribe in gather-
ing information for their land
use management plan, a part of
Geological Information System.

Whitc has lived and worked
construction jobs in Durango
for 20years. After repeated con-
struction-related injuries, he
decided to pursue a college
education in natural resousces.

He identifies plants in the
arid zone of northwestern New
Mexico while helping the
Mpurtain Ute tribe compile
information for a land manage-
ment plan.

‘“You have to know what you
have before you can plan,”
White said.

He drives about 80 miles to
the survey location from his
Cortez office. Most days start
with a stop at tribal headquar-
ters in Towaoc to pick up any
information and tools needed
for the day.

Then he drives to a point east
of Waterflow where a dint road
-takes him past the power plant
to the reservation’s New Mexi-
.co land.

“I love this transitional zone
where the desert changes to
mountains,” White said.

His job is to walk an arca
documenting everything he
sees. This could be anything
from manmade structurcs like
water tanks, roads, and fences
to signs of wildlife in the area,
The ability to identify animal
tracks and scat is helpful.

During the winter when there
are no blooms, the identifica-
tion process include checking
the root and/or seed. If that
doesn’t producc an answer, &
change of season will some-
times bring more clues. Mid-

Dale White of Durango inventories Ute ﬁountaln
for land management uses.

plant coverage. He once spent
two days io a small canyon
because the terrain was very
steep.

White stops every four or
five feet to examine something
at his fect; either a grass clump,
bush, animal track, prairie dog
hole or soil type.

He also makes a visual count
on the average percentages of a
particular plant at that site. The
variables that determine how
many plants of & particular
species will be found in an area
are moisture, slope of the land
and aspect of the land to the

% the my Times
land

At the days end, White trans-
fers his data onto a range site
sheet that includes all his find-
ings about the area. This will
eventually be mapped into a
GIS to aid the Utes in crealing a
long range land use manage-
ment strategy.

White graduated from Fort
Lewis College in 1990 with a
bachelor of science degrec in
earth system scicnce, a self-
directed major. In 1991, he
moved his family, wife Angie
and threc daughters, to Keene,
N.H., where he worked towards
& master’s degree of science in



Americorps:
Many want
to help out

Continued from 1A

Jionwide. The reason whfy. accord-

ing to other members of the team
AUGUSTA CI;)%ORIEI(.:ALE ;thamp Long, is they feel the
AUGUSTA, G =T ,
JANUARY 3, 1995 ~ "I've always had a strong be

dief in community service," said
‘Amy Overstreet. a 22-ycar-old
Wofford College graduate.

. In August, Ms. Overstrcet, a
:Columbia resident, is leaving for

° [ .t ‘Iwo years in the Peace Cc:rps in
Americorps Visits camp,  &hg e
tion.
® d f h : A compatriot, Angela Brinkley,
planting the seeds of hope ez,
& 3 7 ym .’.f_;

City inspired her to work with ru-
ral children. Ms. Brinkley, also 22.
‘has an associate's degree and is
studying engineering at the Uni-
versity of South Carolina.

Both women plan to take ad-
.Vantage of education credits they
%] 2re earning for their volunteer

| .work. Volunteers get a nominal
' living stipend. credit toward col-
 Jege tuition loans, work experi-
| vence and training and, in some
| cases, lodging.
_All of that is important, but
‘most say they get much more.
. Jay Henderson, 24, of Colum-
:bia, said he joined because he
likes working outdoors and want.
.ed “'to do my part and help the en-
wvironment any way I can.”

RONCOCKERILESTAFF - Al] of them professed a deep

By Stephen Delaney Hale
South Carolina Bureau

AIKEN — Aiken resident James Holland has long
believer in national service. _
be??eais now putting his beliefs into action as a member
AmeriCorps. _
of Oﬂ.:; dub%sed the domestic Peace porps, AmenCor_ps
was created last year by President Clmtoq as _the answer
is promise for a national service organization.
ednesday, the retired veteran and former schpol
cher joined a team of volunteers who planted pine
seedlings at Camp Long in eastern Aiken County. The
halfdozen AmeriCorps members were creating an out-
door environmental education plot at the popular sum-
er camp. )
" When fhe kids return in the summer of 1995, they will
study the effects of man on the environment through the
lots being prepared by the team.
¥ Felt 1 coulgd make a contribution here and at the
same time enjoy it,” said Mr. Holland, 54. “I am retired

and not ready to sit on the porch yet.” o Americorps members Angela Brinkley \love and concern for the environ-
Thousands have already volunteered for service na- (left) and Amy Overstreet plant long leat iment and a compulsion to do
Please sec AMERICORPS on 134  pines at Camp Long Wednesday. 1isomething to benefit it.

« Team leader Mary Roe of
{Powdersville, S.C., near Green-
wville, described herself as the
i"‘mid-life, career change, go-back-
‘to-get-your-masters-degree type.”
. She said the common denomi-
nator for the group is the desire
.for community service.

“A necd to help people,” Ms.
Roe said.

Other AmeriCorps volunteers
have completed a six-week map-
ping of Edgeficld County to help
set up a 911 survey. They have
also done a farm survey in Abbe-
ville and a water quality survey in
Saluda County.

Ms. Brinkley's summed up
their purpese. saving simply she
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" LAST BUT
¢ NOT LEAST.

LIS LT

-+ Silos & Simokestacks -vhas
.introduced all but onc AmeriCorps
member assigned to its staff. Candy-
Welch Streed is the AmeriCorps
.Public Market and_Aeri-Tourism

Organizer for Silos & Smokestacks. -
She is a graduate of UNJ, having
2 with an cmphasis in business, social,
YY ¢ ) and behavioral scienged; -~ 7 mrem
oy ™ AU UNI she served as co-founder,-
‘ wWher
'G. M NI~ 1o Student Environmental ‘Action
)l Yl ,li o, Coalition (SEAC). ller tern in-these
S roles was not uncommon.  She
*~2 UNI Conservation, Club and as i’
o _ ¥ International Student Counselor fof,
.the Bartiétt Hall Bridges Program. = - B N
..-Candy has acted as a resource for numerous
organizations. bringing rccurgmilnn to cach one. Herskills as
recognized with the presentation of the Achicved Outstan g
Organization Award for 1992-1993. While working fot Silos
& Smokestacks, her talents will be devoted:to the
feature the <ale of native fowa cralts and products yeat tound.”.
Candy is among the five national AmeriCorps members
represent the value of Silos & Smokéstacks, as a ptogram
worthy of sational interest and support. To find out how youy
o can Lecome involved in Silos & Smokestacks; call Loni

attained a Bachelors of Arts degree

.nresident; and fuideaiset for the
lSTACK served both as vice-peesidetit of the®
T et AR e
a speaker, administrator, land fundraiser for SEAC wete!
cstablishment of a public market site in - Waterlod which will’
welcomed to the Sifos & Smokestacks team. Their positions,
at (319) 234-4567.

W
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Welcome to USDA/AmeriCorps

Whea President Lincoln
signed into law the act of Con-
gress establishing the United
States Department of Agricui-
ture on May 15, 1862, he did so
with a vision of USDA as the
people’s department.

It is most fitting then, that
the people’s department is lead-
ing the effort to bring the presi-
dent’s national service program
to fruition. USDA\AmeriCorps
members will be planting the

seeds in America for a future-

built on volunteerism and com-
munity. -
The purpose of the Ameri-
Corps program is 10 get -things
.done using the concept of
national service as a vehicle. It
offers opportunities to Ameri-
€ans (0 serve their courry and

eam education awards in rerurmn.
It is a grass roots effort to solve
the problems facing communi-
ties across the nation.

lowa County has five Ameri-
Corps members who are work-
ing out of the National Re-
sources Conservation Service
(formaily SCS) office on the
square in Williamsburg. In the
next couple of weeks we will be
giving you some information on
these volunteers starting with
Patrick Lake this week.

Patrick (Pat) Lake, age 23,
from Fort Madison, is majoring
in geography with emphasis on
environmental studies, He spent

" Iwo years at Western Illinois

State. ®@n AmeriCorps wetlands
“IU's right up my alley. It’s
exactly what I wanted to get
into, especiaily right after
school,” stated Pat. . .
He anticipates being abie 10
apply classroom principles of
geography to practical experi-
ence in the fieid. _
Seeing how the land re-
sponds 1o the efforts of the wet-

‘lands resteration project will

interest Pat as he is-able to see
tangible resuits in-the restora-
tion of bottomlands-into wet-
ia.nds,.._-._ 2T g e el e

Pat became interested in
geography and subsequently
wetlands after a.class at West-

-ern Illinois under the noted:

expert, Dr. Viner.

Par sees 2 need for effective
wetlands management in the
future and plans to continue his

(LTI Pl PR P



AmeriCorps workers based in

Team helping
farmers enroll in
watershed program

By KEN SWEBNEY

A new volunteer organization initiated by
President Clinton is making its presence felt
in lowa County.,

Five young adults, all AmeriCorps volun-
teers from throwghout the Midwest, set up
shop in early October in the former Soil
Conservation Service office on the west side
of the square in downtown Willlamsburg.

The maia purpose of this growp, according
1o Paul Heffron, public information officer, is
10 help get landowners along the lowa River
basin apply for and get enrolied in the Ewer-

_gency Wetands Reserve Program (EWRD).

UMBRELLA ORGANIZATION

tleffron explained that AmeriCorps is an
umbrella organization (hat puts a number of
domestic volumicer service organizations
under one agency. Although AmeriCorps
volunteers are not federal employees, the
program is adminisicred (heough the U.S.
Department of Agriculture,

According to a USDA/AmeriCorps publi-
cation, the purpose of the AmeriCorps pro-
gram “is to ‘get things done,’ using the con-
cept of national sesvice as a vehicle. [t offers
opportunitics to Americans to serve their

IOWA COUNTY JOURNAL-TRIBUNE
IOWA COUNTY, IOWA
DECEMBER 9, 1994

country and camn cducation awards in return. ltis
a grassroots effort 10 solve the problems facing
communitics across the nation.

More simply, lefiron said, it can best be
described as a “doestic Peace Corps.”

AmeriCorps volunteers must be high school
graduates. Acconding to Heffron, college gradu-
ales are peéferred. During their teams of service,
members ure paid a living allowance which
amounts to ubowt $6.60 an hour. Members nmus!
peciorm 1,812 hours ‘of service in no lexs than
nine months and no more than 12 months.

Atthe end of their lenns, meinbers are given an
educational nward worth $4,725 which can be

_used for college, job teaining 6r repayment of

student loans,

Both public agencies and private, non-profit
organizations can apply for AmeriCorps proj-
ects. The projects vary widely from consecvation
to domestic violence to historic preservation.

VARIETY OF EXPERIENCE

Members of the Williamsburg-based group
have a wide variely of experience and education.

Helfron, 22, the public information ofticer for
the group, is from Centerville and is a graduate of
Creighton Unlversity, Omaha, with a degree in
history. Ue said last summer he did some wotk in
the Dominican Republic for the [nstitute tor
Latin American Concern and this service made
him decide to volunteer for AmeriCorps duty.

Jeft Chase, 25, of Cedar Rapids, i3 a graduate
of Upper lowa University, Fayette, with adegree
in conservation management. While at Upper

sy

EH14 AR S ' Yy

Williamsburg

L in] LA
WAL

AmernCorps volunteers working In lowa County are, from left, front: Jeft Chase;
back: Terri Abbell, Ezana I-‘lame-Fabr, Patrick Lake and Paul Helfron,

lowa, he voluntecred for the Committec for the
National Wild Tutkey Federation and was'a
lcader with Wetlands for lowa. e also was

heavil)-: involved in outdoor pursuils, espe-

See AMERICORPS, page 12
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Goal |s

flood control on bottom land

(Contmued from page 1)
cially archery.

Terti Abbett, 31, is from Kansas and
holds a bachelor's degree in bioclogy
from Missouri State University, War-
reasburg, and a master’s degree in envi-
ronmental biology from Emporia State
University, Emporia, Kan.

She spent this summer working with
the Universiry of Missouri, researching
the Indiana bat in northern Missouri.
Her specialty, however, is songbirds,
having studied songbird diversity at
Emporia. While at Warrensburg, she
studied songbirds and mammals of
Nevada and was artacked while artempt-
Ing tc count &ggs in an owl's nest.

Patrick Lake, 23, is from Fort Madi-
son and will graduate from the Univer-
sity of lowa in December with a major
in geography with emphasis on envi-
ronmental studies. He alsc spent two
years at Western lllinois University,
Macomb, where he studied georgraphy
and wetlands.

Ezana Habte-Gabr, 27, is from Er-
itrea, a country which gzined its Inde-
pendeace from Ethiopia in 1991, but
has spent most of his life in Jowa. He
has a degree in georgraphy from the
University of lowa and is currendy
working toward a master's degree in ge-
ography from the University of North-
ern lowa. He is engagad to be married

to a Colombian citizen from Bogata.

Habte-Gabr said giving service to
AmeriCorps while acquiring experience
on CIS (Ceograpbic Information Sys-
tem) is 2 great way to learn about GIS
as well as 2iving something back to the
Sate of lowa.

Heffroa said the project which the
five will be working on was proposed
by the Soil Conservation Service
(SCS). It involves nearly 50,000 acres
of the lowa River floodpluin, spanning
nearly 45 river miles from the
Meskwakie Indian Reservation near
TamA 0 the \dmmlnm Rlver Their

U.S. Fish and Wild].ife Service, Tows
Depantment of Natural Resourcss,
Pheasants Forever and Dueks Unlim-
ited.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES

For their project, the AmerCorps
members will be:

* Restoring wetlands by helping
landowners in the basin earoll in the
Emetgency Wetlands Reserve Program:

* Developing und implementing an
inventory of existing wedand easements
and other potential sites using a GiS
layer:

* Assisting the [owa River Comidor
coordinator in implementing the objez-
tves of the [RC vision statement;

* Developing and implementing an
inveatory of special warter qual-
ity/wetland restoration projects; and

* Developing and implementing a
public information program on wet-
lands, alternative floodplain manags-
ment and water quality.

The project proposal indicates thers
are approximately 400 landowners in
the nine counties of the Jowa River
basin. The AmeriCorps members wiil
be helping with applications and help-
ing landowaners do the plans and convert
the lands back to wedlands.

FLOOD CONTROL

Heffron and Chase explained that the
primary goal of the project is flood
conmrol on bottorn land that has been
cropped periodically, interspersed by
years when the land is under warer,

Landowners enrolled in EWRP do not
contribute any of their own funds ‘0
restoration. In exchange for a perpetual
wetlands easement, landowners reczive
$837 an acre, with 75 percent payable
at the start of the project and the re-
mainder when restoration is completed.

Heffron said landowners have
untll Dec. 31 to sign up for the

“m® ccsemad - TAVI'DD



(from page 1)

and they have provided a boost to the camp
by putting it ahcad of schedule on several
improvements.

Jensen Woods

camp will open June 7. and close Aug. 12
The Americorps program alsoends in August.
and McCartney said the volunteers are booked

1~

solid at pther places until then.
"We wouldn't be able to (make these

3 "I was looking at doing all this myself.”
Blythe said. "t's a good deal for them too,

—
.

VFiakinisnn nt

because they learn alot of skills here,” Blythe
said.
So far, the workers have added on to
trechouses.hung doors, painted, drywalled,
and installed a furnace. They will also build
" apole barn.
"We did duct work, and I don't think any
of them had even seen duct work before.”
gaid Blythe, who worked in the heating and
cooling busincess for 20 years.
Jensen Woods is a 550 acre camp affiliated
with the Central Tllinois Conference of the
United Methodist Church. Itaverages around
550 kids a year. Blythe worksinthe office at
Bloomington in the winter, and the camp
during the summer.

The workers started the first of April. The

improvements) without them,” Blythe said.

The campalso has 18 horsesand mountain
bikes for children to ride. 1t was started 1n
1964, but "took off" in 1988, according 10
Blythe.

"You never grow old out here — the kids
won't let you,” he said.

"This has been the best place I've worked
sofar—it'sfun,” saidan Americorps volunteer.
Larry Warcup, of Jacksonville.

His co-worker, Joe Danicls of Pleasant
Hill, agreed — at least in one regard.

“It's fun.” he said. "Butitdoesn’t pay very

cpod.”
I('s paying pretty well for Jensen Woods
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Mapping the Cou

nty

.y Fooy ek

’Arhedcorps; crew members Starr McDanlles, left,
~and Darlene Ivarson check their progress 'in
ping” building addresses in Adams County

Team maps rural
part of county

Starr McDaniles and Darlene
Ivarson attract some attention as
they drive slowly through rural
Adams County townships and
study each building.

People ask if they're out looking
for mushrooms or if they're lost
and need help.

Sometimes the situation is re-
versed. “We get flagged down and
asked for directions,” Ivarson
said. ~

Whether they can answer the
question or not, they're working to
" sure people get to the right
i on in emergency situations.

. McDaniles and Ivarson are part
of a five-member AmeriCorps
team ‘“‘mapping” each building

and its address throughout Adams
County. They're taking the first
steps toward an enhanced 911
system that automatically sup-
plies an address for the emer-
gency site.

The crews first mapped existing
addresses for homes and buildings
in the county's 13 incorporated
villages and some townships.

“It lays the groundwork to as-
sign addresses to everybody in the
county,” said Mark Warren with
Klingner & Associates. “All ad-
dresses will be street-style ad-
dr- -es like in Quincy.”

v .'s tedious and time-
consuming. It requires a great
deal of concentration,” said crew
member Bob Gillespy. “After a
while my vision blurred from
marking little houses on the map
and looking ahead, then going
back to check stuff.”

H-W Photo/Micbacl Kip'es

system that would supply the addresses of emer-
“map-  gency sites.
town-
ships. The work Is a step toward an enhanced 911
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The Pike Press

more news of Pike Coupnly than any other source.

BAYLIS

P TTE T TIT T ER re  rrTey
By MANDY LLEWIS, 336-2071
Americorps
sprucing
up Baylis

Members of Americorps were in
Baylis last week. ‘They helped move
the Honor Roll sign up by the town
hall, painted a couple of rooms in
the town hall and dJid fling. They
plan to do many other tasks for the
village. This is free labor to the vil-
lage while the individuals are

acquiring useful and knowledgeable
skills. .



Friendly people and bad roads

Citizens tell what they like and disiike about Barry

By TOM COULSON

According to Americorps, the
people of Barry like its friendly
belpful people most, and its roads
and sidewalks least.

These are two of dozens of
findings relayed to counci last
night by Darlene Ivarson and Starr
McDaniles.

Ivarson and McDaniels, dunng
May 11-June 9, delivered 541
questonnaires and had 351 re-
wmed - 65%. Of the rerurns, 310
were filled out ; _

These are some of the things
the survey shows:

4+ One-half of respondents
have lived in Barry 26 years or
longer, and %0% expect 10 be liv-
ing there five years from now.

4+ Although the largest single |

group of respondents was older
than 70, the response was fairly
uniformly distributed across age
ranges.

4+ Fifty-two perccnl have Ingh
school diplomas, 23% some col-
lege, and 8% college degrees.

+ Of 301 who answered 2
work question, 76 wark in Barry,
115 elsewheze, 111 are retired.

4+ Of the 115 commuters, five
work less than six miles away, 14
work 7-15 miles away, 40 work
16-30 miles away, 15 work 3140
miles away, and 10 more than 40.

LIKES AND DISLIKES
"What three things do you
like most abzat Barry?”

WESTERN EXPRESS

BARRY, ILLINOIS
JULY 11, 1995

'VFW wants liquor license -

-+ Barry VFW Commander Everett Dolbeare asked council last
night about the possibility of a liquor license for the club, which
has a clubhouse on Decatur 1 1/2 blocks from route 106.

Dolbeare said the club would like 1o sell only beer and only 34

nights a week.

He was told a first step would have to be getting the clubhouse
‘rezoned commercial. It is residential, and the liquor ordinance

prohibits licenses in that zone.

Mayor Ed Venicombe did not know whether a license is availa-
ble. and city atomey Mike Hollahan said he would check.

Public works director Bob Dieker said he would let Dolbeare
know when the zoning committee is (o meet. -

172 responded to this with a to-
tal of 519 comments. The top five:

206 — Friendly, helpful peoplc
85 — Small rural town serang,
39 - Businesses.

37 — Quiet, peaceful neighbor-
26 - Library and churches.

" Fourteen other factors were
listed, including (in descending
order) good schools; progressive

“and improving; low crime rte;
" police, fire and ambulance depart-

ments; security; excellent city
services including pool; clean:
parks; community spurit including
festivals; meets most basic needs;
low cost of living; close to major
roads; good senior housing; and
American Legion.

"What three things do you
like least about Barry?"

259 responded to this with 322
comments. The top five:

58 - Roads and sidewalks.

35 — Some people get treated
better than others.

30 — Too many police officers.

27 - Unresponsive govemn-
ment.

22 — Run down houses.

Twelve other factors received
votes, including (in descending
order) drugs and liquor problem,

lack of jobs, dogs and cats roam- ;

ing, not enough for young people
0 do, trucks parked around cen-
tral park and over city, lack of
available housing, children run-
ning the streets, education sys-
tem, sewer system, too many city
employees not doing their work,
no zoning, 0o much low income

housing. .

"What do you feel is the
bigzest problem in Barry?"

363 responded to this, but
many answers were similar to
what they liked the least. The
first two, however, were a litle
different. The top five:

22 - Too few activities for
teenagers, young adults and sen-
iorcinzens.

22 -~ Drugs and alcohol
caused by too few activities.

22 - Sweets and sidewalks
need repair.

21 - -Too many police offi-
cers.

17 — Lack of jobs.

A question about historic pres-
ervaton was answered by 98 per-
sons with 108 subgcsuom The

question:
"Are there any historical or
geographical  features - you

would like to see pre:served in
your area?"

The leading answers:
35 - Downtown buﬂdln-'s
17 - Old homes,
11 - Cemetery. -
11 - Park :
6 - Churches.
- Other responses included his-
torical monument, library, stone
bridge on Bainbridge. Bennett

“Springs, bluff area west of Barry,

Indian mounds, school, restore
top of bank building, forests,
Watson property, museum, Ber-
nie Keller farmhouse, bandstand
and Mortimer Street House.

"Where do you shop?”

A big majonty of respondent
shop at home for g groceries, gaso
line and bank service. Quincy v
the favorite source for clothing.

Market comparisions:

Groceries — Barry 246, Quin
cy 65. Puusfield 29, other 28.

Clothing - Quincy 1235, othe:
109, Piusiield 87, Barry 38.

Gasoline - Barry 172. othe:
96. Quincy 22, Piusfield 19.

Banking - Barry 247, othe:
48, Piusfield 23, Quincy 11.

One-half of respondents be-
lieve Barry's downtown business
will increase; 35% believe it will
decrease.

Eighty percent want tourism
[0 increase.

This was a "needs assessment
survev” conducted by Two Riv-
ers RC&D's Amencorps rural
development team.

Beginning May 11, Ivarson
and McDaniles distributed forms
with requests they be rerurned in

- three days.

“On the third day, the team
gathered surveys of persons who
were home or had left them in
the door to pick up.

If residents were not home,
surveyors made one more at-
tempt. After that signs were post-
ed asking cigzens (o return forms
to city hall. ;

"The 64.9% retum was very
good.” Ivarson said. "Anything
over 50% is good.”
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Pittsfield survey findings ‘significant’

By Deborah Gertz
Herald-Whig Staff Writer

PITTSFIELD, Ill. — Look at
downtown Pittsfield as an em-
ployer, and it's the largest one in
Pike County.

The downtown area has 122
businesses, churches and fraternal
organizations and 674 employees,
based on findings from a recent
central business district survey.

“That’s significant,” said Robin
Hendley, the city’s economic de-
velopment director.

“I bad no idea there were that
many businesses in that small of
an area and that many employ-
ees.”

The survey, done by Hendley's
office and two rural development
team members from the Ame-
riCorps program through Two
Rivers Resource Conservation and
" Development, looked at a nine-

block area bordered by Memorial,

Jackson, Jefferson and Fayette '

streets. Interviews were done with
111 — 90.9 percent — of the
establishments.

“I don't see how you can de-
velop any kind of strategy without
data and information to base it
on,” Hendley said. “It's a good

\ AT A GLANCE

district survey include:
192 part-time.

M Five commercial

spaces in parking lots.

M The district had 674 employees — 482 full-time and

B Employers classified the workforce as 54.9 percent
white collar and 45.1 percent blue collar.

W Seventy-one of the 111 establishments surveyed are
owner-occupied. Forty rent or lease the property.

M Retailers represented the largest group of employers
with 26 — or 23.4 percent of the total.
establishments — Kientzle Shoe
Store, the Pike Press, First Bank, Farmers State Bank and
Alexander Lumber — were established prior to 1900.

B Forty-nine of the businesses surveyed were established
since 1981, with 26 coming after 1990.

W Fifty-nine percent of the non-residential structures were
rated in good to very good condition. Forty-nine of the
buildings had the original facade.

B The district has 602 on-street parking spaces and 629

The findings of a recent Pittsfield central business

\

baseline, something good to start
with.” _
Business owners/managers
were asked about the product or
service offered, the year es-
tablished, employment levels,

use of upper floors. The survey
also looked at structural roof and
facade condition and use of
basements. )

“It gives you a lot of informa-
tion,” said Mayor Rick Conner.

classification of employees and io knows what some of this

data will be useful for at a later
‘date?"”

The survey, for example, could
help the city look at parking
needs, Conner said. “If the traffic
patterns continue, the city could
look at public/private partner-
ships ... leasing parking for cer-
tain hours.”

Conner also pointed to the
number of businesses éstablished
since 1990. '

“Eight or 10 years ago there
was a downswing in the core area
of the community and the council
became aggressive in promoting
the downtown area. Now it's
showing its full effects,” he said.
“I think we have an extremely
solid downtown area compared to
most communities our size.”

Business owners and managers
also take pride in their buildings.
“Over 50 percent of the buildings
are in good to very good (condi-
tion),” Hendley said. “They do
take care of them.”

Many business owners and
managers offered comments and
suggestions about the downtown.
“Thirty people were very happy”
with the area, Hendley said.
“That’s a real good sign.”
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Americorp seeking
sites for spruce-up

By Mike Viola
Statf writer

Weed-infested lots throughout
East St. Louis and neighboring
communijtics will be receiving a
facelift from participants in a
new work program,

Organizers of the AmeriCorps
Project are askin% members of
the communily to let them know
of lots that can be transformed
from eyesores to bright spots In
the cornmun.if.{.

“We are looking to create
urban gardens, clean up play-
grounds and add rninj-pa.rEs E\
the community," said Arthur
Johnson, speaking for the local
AmeriCorps Project

The garden park project is a
joint eﬁor‘t between AmeriCorps
and Make East St. Louis Beauti-
ful. While the £ro!ect concen-
trales in East St. , vacant
lots can also be transformed in
neighboring communilies
through AmeriCorps.

Anme with suggestions on a
site t could be turned into a
community garden or mini-park
should call Rufus Williams or
Don Wallace at 583-2519,

AmeriCorps was formed in
East St. Louis this summer as a
domestic form of the Peace
Corps. It is being administered

- (See GARDEN, Page 4A)

s(Garden

-a{Continued from Page 1A)
thirough State Community Col-
Iége.
3% articipants in the year-lon
program are paid $147 per wee
afid receive up to $4,275 at the
end of the year to advance their
cation.
ver the next year, Ameri-
GEps participants are !
t0. accomplish the following

" To restore 20 neglected or
apandoned lots in residential set-
mto state and federal stan-

» To clean up and beautify
vacant acreage at Statc Commu-
nity College and to renovate the

reenhouse at East St. Louis

nior High School.

» To restore athletic fields,
several floral gardens, a lagoon,
a stream channel and renovate a

eenhouse in the East St. Louis

ark District.

AmeriCorps workers also will
be involved in clean-up work
from last year's flood along the
hﬁsslssgapi River throughout the
Metro East.
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Brussels Historic Jail Renovated

The' historic jail building in
Brussels recently received a face-lifL.
Darlene Ivarson and Starr
McDaniels, ‘volunteers from the
Ameri Corps Rural Development
Team, provided the labor (o
refurbish the old building. A fresh
coat of paint was applied to the
exterior ‘and the interior has a
display of early prison life.

The jail will be open on
weekends from noon to § p.m. for

visitors to stop by. The jail is
located on Main Strect by the
Brussels Tavern, Wood Duck and

“Grandma's Attic anlique shop.

Mayor Sarah A. Kinder is pleased
with the upkeep of all the historic
homes and buildings in Brussels.
"A drive through quaint Brussels
takes one back to the late 1800's
and is a pleasant experience,"
commented Mayor Kinder,



Area AmeriCorps part

By Deborah Gertz

Harnid- Wikg Bisif Writer

PITTSFIELD, IIl. — Two years
ago, Chad Denison started school
at Western lllinois University in
'Macomb.

Then he ran out of money, forc-
,ing him to enter the job market
and put his education on bold.

A new ([ederal program now
will give Denison the chance to
earn more job skills — and money
for college.

Denison Is one of 15 people
hired for the national AmeriCorps
program, sponsored locally by the
Two Rivers Resource Conserva-
tion and Development Corp. in
Pittsfield.

“1 tell people It's President
Clinton’s national community
service initiative, his answer to
the Peace Corps,” saild Bill

. improve environmental, public
safety, health and buman needs.”
Nine people will work with the

“The end result hopefully, will be
stuff the community can use to

-wkwnhbusilmundhrlet'

other businesses to move in”
McCartney said.

The team also will interview all
Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) contract holders about fu-
ture plans for the land. “There
will a series of questions the
team puts together with the end
result being some alternatives

people can go

“It hasn’t been any problem at
all finding work for these folks,”
McCartney said. “We want to get
something at least In every
county.”

Jamie Totsch, who lives In
Clayton, will work with the public
land and environment team. That
team will work with streambank
stabilization, some flood cleanup
work, build a wetland in Calhoun
County and work with tree and
shrub region.
“1 know pretty much how to do
the things we want to do, but the
college after will belp me out,” he
lddﬂwnntlogomeollefelor
forestry or landscaping ... [ love
working outside.”

Totsch, 18, was working on a
temporary basis at Siloam
State Park when be beard about
the

The Quincy Herald-Whig, Friday, October 14, 1994
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ioi_paegir_1 jobs Monday

development to flood cleanup. The program

Communities, workers benefit from program’s projects

PITTSFIELD, Ill. — Bill McCartney wants
to get the AmeriCorps program up and
running after investing weeks in prepara-
tions ‘

The workers — 15 serving Adams, Bmwn
Calhoun, Pike and Schuyler counties — begin
their jobs Monday. A formal kickoff for ﬂill?
U.S. Department of Agriculture program w
take place Friday moming in Quincy's

Moorman Park.
Field projects will range from economic

promises to benefit communities, across the
region — and the workers who earn job skills
and a scholarship. i

McCartney screened 41 applicants. Many
came from the five-county area, but some
from as far away as Springfield and Ed-
wardsville, .

“What we looked at was what they wanted
to do with their lives,” McCartney said. He Is
the AmeriCorps coordinator and executive
director of Two Rivers Resource Conserva-
tion and Development in Pittsfield.

“This Is more than a job. We want to
provide a living allowance and an op-
portunity to get on to school.”

Anyomoml?mnofaselnc!udlum
school dropouts, high school graduates, col-
lege students, college graduates and profes-
sional school graduates is eligible for the
nationwide program.

More information about AmeriCorps Is
available by calling McCartney at 285-4114
or the national AmeriCorps botline at 1-800-




Saturday, September 17, 1994

THE STATE JOURNAL-REGISTER

Local applicants sought for AmeriCorps

By ROSALYNNE HARTY
REGIONAL EDITOR

PITTSFIELD — Bill McCartney is

looking for some trailblazers to join-

the new federal AmeriCorps.
McCartney, a Soil Conservation
Service employee working with Two
Rivers Resource Economic Develop-
ment Corp., is trying to recruit ser-
vice-minded workers to build hiking
and bike trails as well as be pioneers
in the new Clinton service corps.
“We're trying to accomplish things
within the communities that they
probably wouldn't be able to accom-
plish without their help,” McCartney
id.
The tasks, which range from taking
surveys to planting trees, also will
provide exposure to careers in agri-

culture, forestry, horticulture and ru-

~ ral development.

“Here is a chance to get a little
scholarship to go to school, and may-
be expose peopleé to some careers —
find out what they want to do the rest
of their life,” McCartney said.

“Here is a chance 10
get a little scholarship
to go to school, and
maybe expose people
10 some careers —
find out what they
want to do the rest of
their life.”

Bill McCartney

Soil Conservation Service
employee

AmeriCorps applicants must be 17
“up to whatever,” McCartney said.
Workers will be paid a modest salary,
plus health benefits, while earning
stipends for higher education or to
repay college loans. The program is

loosely modeled on the GI Bill and
offers educational benefits in return
for service.

The 15 workers in the Two Rivers
area will be among 400 AmeriCorps
members in Illinois this year, Other
groups will work with river-quality
monitoring, day-care and other com-
munity service projects.

The Two Rivers teams will be as-
signed to work in Adams, Brown, Cal-
houn, Pike and Schuyler counties.

Nine AmeriCorps members are be-
ing recruited for the Public Lands
and Environment team. Those work-
ers, who will earn $7,600 for 1,700
hours work, will build hike and bike
trails, a 50-acre wetland, an environ-
mental education center that will
serve six counties, and help stabilize
streambanks that were damaged in
the Flood of '93.

Some of the workers will work with
park districts and not-for-profit
groups that deal with environmental
issues,

Six AmeriCorps members are

. AmeriCorps progra

needed for the rural development
team, which will be working on three
main projects: a small-town business
research and retention project, re-
quiring surveys and information-
gathering; research into possible al-
ternative uses for farmland that will
soon be coming out of the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program; and surveying
local township and county officials
about pending bridge replacements
to see if a market can be created for
local wood for timber bridges.

These workers will be paid $12,000
for 1,700 hours.

The application period has been
extended to Sept. 23. For more infor-
mation or to apply, contact McCart-
ney at 285-4114 or by writing: Two
Rivers Resource Conservation and
Development Corp., 110 Fayette,
Pittsfield, I11. 62363. il

i other Illino

For in!ormat:on;;m” s el

16 office 8l 1-800-543
tenant governor formation num-

5848. The national i
ber is 1-800-942-6777.
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Appearance biggest complaint

‘New Canton survey parallels

By DAN LONG

Arecent survey of New Camen
appeared to reflect issues lhe
board has been dealing with over
the past few months.

The. survey, conducted by
AmeriCorps - volunteers  Starr
McDaniles and Darlene Ivarson,
asked residents several questions
about what they saw as good and
bad about New Canton.

They presented the results to
the board Tuesday night.

When asked what three things
were liked least about the commu-
nity, 24 mentioned
town, 19 mentioned lack of activi-
ties for young people, 17 men-
tioned problems with children,
and 17 mentioned Josing and lack
of businesses,

When asked the est prob-
lem in town, 19 said in crime
and mischief, 14 said no activities
for young people 14 said appear-
ance of town and 10 said lack of
community spirit, . -

The town board recendy Spon-
sored a clean-up day and is work-
ing on removal of inoperable and
unsightly vehicles,

Activities and problems with
gouth may be addressed soon by a

usiness proposal involving the
school building.

When sasked if the school
should become a community cen-

ter, 79% said yes, 16% no and 5% .

didn't know, Two people said it
would be too costly, two thought
it was comdemned, one said it
should be torn down, and one said
it wagin bad shape. -

Preserving it as a historical site
was suggested by 18 peo

One person sugges the ball
diamond should be cleaned up, a
plan the bdard set in motion a few

ce of-

_lel interest in

village board issues

Where New Canton buys what

Where do you shop for the following?

New Canton

B

tsfield
Quincy
Missouri
elsewhere

Information from AmeriCo:
ef 1995 Many pwplc answ

months ago.

- Mentioned specifically as lost
or lacking businesses were hard-
ware store, carwash and medical

-¢are, Not mentioned were the de-

parture of Kiser Creek and soon
departum of Gates Repair to Bar-

Other least liked things were
Fossm loose dogs and cats, ignor-
caf stop signs, no jobs and no lo-

police protection.

One person wrote down that
there weren't any house numbers,
but house numbers are a project
that is in motion.

When asked what New Canton
needed most, 16 responses said
more busmasses 13 said "things
to do," 13 said local police officer ,
and 11 said a community center.

Housing and cleaning up the
town also made the list.

Support of outside assistance
received approval of 64% of resi-
dents, 6% said no, 29% didn't
know and 1% said it depended on
amount of govemment involve-
ment.

That approval appears to paral-
rants housing
grants for rehabilitating ‘the b

diamond
‘MOST LIKED -
When asked what was most
liked about New Canton, 39 said
small community, 38 said good

survey of New Canton in spring
more than one place

nerghbers 38 said l'ncndly peo-
ple, 20 said quiet community, 13
said low crime rate and 11 said
everyone knows everyone.

LARGE RESPONSE

Of the 162 surveys distributed,
109 were n:rumed a retun of

67.3%.

"That's better than average,”
Ivarson said,

Of those retuminé the survey,
49% lived in New Canton all of
their lives and 87% expected 1o
be livin lhere five years from
now. "No" was the response of
8% whose destinations upon
moving included Barry, Hull and
Pike County.

When asked if New Canton
had a high crime rate, 74% said
no and suggestions for reducing
crime were a full- or part-time
deputy, recreation for kids and
enforcement of curfew.,

A large majority of residents,
79%, would like to see more
lice protection, but of that 79%,
51% didn't feel the town should
pay for it.

Tourism gamercd a 55% ap-

oval.

When asked if they were satis-
fied with education, 70% said ycs
and with housing, 51% yes.

The board plans to distribute
the resulis to residents.
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Service corps recruits dig in to help neighborhoods, themselves

By Ray Quintaniiia

Tupione. Stary Wernen

Holding a shovelful of dart, wilh
ninicured designer hingernails
sthinlidesd wath rhanestones, Carrie
Potts on Tuesday began working
toward her goal of Iwwoming an
accountant

It starts right here, like this,
dygging and shoveling. But you
know, when I'm inlo my career,
LI e making (he money for e
and my son” said Potts, 20, a
single parent with a7 month-old
Tnaley

For e summer, Polts will be
ning $147 a week with the
prenise of an additional $1.000 for
college under a 10 week model of
Presudent Chinlon's Amwricorps, a
mwahonal service program hilled as
A domestie Peace Corps. Amer-
worps won't oflicially start and
woeepl ils o year revonls antil
fall

Potts was among ) summer re-
crulls, whose ages range (rom 16
o 22, who cleansd up a Sonth
Skle neighborhood Nower garden
Tuesday at Homewood and Monte
rey Avenues. Nearly hall of the
Summer of Safely participants
come from poor hackgroumls,

“It's not exactly the kind of
wark 1 would want to do all the
time, but it's better than hanging
oul,” said Potls, who plans to
altendd Northeastern HDhinois Umi-
versity in the fall

The Chicago High Sehool for Ag
rleuttural Scwence, the V1S Depart
wenl of Agriculture and the Chi
vapn Housing Authorily shaped

Tntune photo by loha Onekan

Some of the 50 summer recruits working for an urban service comps clean up a South Side nelghborhood flower garden Tuesday.

the local plan and devised duties
for the recruits.

It started with some weed pull-
ing. bul before it's over, the re-
crils will fight ilegal activity in
one of Chilcago's nelghborhoods,

“These kuds are very eager to
help peopla. amd 1 know they will

get a lot out of it,” said Karen
Cole, 15, an Agriculture Depart-
ment employee who supervises
the workers,

Gardening Is light work com.
pared to the task the recrults will
face in two weeks: cleaning up the
Ida B. Wells housing development

and helping the South Side area's
residents form a neighborhood
walch program.

“I'm not afrald. I've heard all the
horror storles, and no matler how
you see |1, these are people who
need help,” said Quinn Leonard,

17, a Beverly resident and a grad
uate of St. Ignatius College
Preparatory School. “I'm here to
try and help them out.”

Joel Berg, national serviee dirse
tor for the Agricullure Depart.
ment, said Chicago and CHA po

Liee will imerease ther presence o
ensure the recrmls are sale Ine
tween the work hours of 7 5ome o
dpm

“IC you want o make o ditler
ence, you've gol to go into areas ol
high crime,” Berg saul “We've
taken precautions, bul no one can
guarantee 100 percent safety lor
them.”

But the combination of improv
ing neighborhoods, steady sum
mer employment, and the bonus
for college or vocational schoul
trimming was enough o keep the
recrults from entertaming
thoughts of leaving the progrian

Some recruits saud they 'l sped
e trving o get Wells resilenis
involved with tmproving thewr
area.

“I0s their neighborlosd. Thee g
part will fall on the residents, and
Il help oul,” sad Barbara Wilsan,
18, who was raised al the Cabrom
Green development sunl now hives
a few hlocks away wilh her
maother.

“Maybe some day the place van
be a wondertul place to live,” Wil
son, a premed student al Western
Minois University, said of Wells
“We'll work together ™

Potts, who was raised al Wells
and still lives there, said she'll i
trocduce her work friends 1o some
neighborhood friends
“Everything’s going to be fine 'l
talk to some Iriends of mine and
get them lo help us, so everyone
works together,” she sad. Wil
have fun.”
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Americorps’ recruits
sweep into the city

By Ray

TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

" US. Department of Agriculture
Secretary Mike Espy swept up
piles of broken glass at the Mad-
‘den Park housing development
Tuesday to underscore the Clinton
Administration’s resolve to im-
prove conditions for America's
poor.

- “The administration is going to
.clean up America,” Espy sald,
pushing a broom over an asphalt
-basketball court in the South Side
development at Ellis Avenue and
Pershing Road.

The agriculture secretary ar-
rived to give a pep talk and pro-
mote Clinton's Americorps, a do-
mestic nalional service program.

" Some 50 program participants
*‘will clean up and plant upwards
of $80,000 in donated flowers, trees
‘arid vegetables at Madden Park. In
a few weeks, the group will begin
the same work at the Ida B. Wells
development.

" The recruits, as part of the agri-
culture department’s “Summer of
Safety” program, also will help
residents of both developments
form neigborhood walch groups.

“This is a program where stu-
dents can give something back to
The communities. We cannot do
anything without the participation
and goodwill of the people we are

Irying tgamalp,” Espy added.
His rks the third time,
since that top administra-

tion officials, including the presi-’

dent and First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton, have made Chi-
cago Housing Authority develop-
ments the backdrop for social ills
they want to address.

The president pushed for pas-
sage of his crime bill and an as-
sault weapons ban while touring
the Robert Taylor Homes earller
this month. Depargment of Hous-
ing and Urban Development Sec-
retary Henry Cisneros even spent
a few nights at the Taylor project
to see what was needed to im-
prove life in public housing.

Since then, Cisneros has em-
braced CHA Chairman Vincent
Lane's plan to demolish many of
the high-rise bulldings in favor of
scattered-site and smaller develop-
ments.

Now the agriculture department
is getting into the action by put-
ting youth, who will earn $147 a
week and a $1,000 educational
bonus upon completion of the pro-
gram, into some of the toughest
public housing developments to
get residents to spruce up.

Some residents said they're
skeptical of politicians who pro-
mote efforts designed to help
them. "There's been of lot of talk
... and very little done,” said
David Smith, 47, a Madden Park
resident.

Smith said once the students
disperse in August, much of the
garbage, broken glass and other

Tribune photo by Eduardo

Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy (left) helps Temmel Davis, 18, of the Chicago High School of Agricult
Sclences during Americorps’ cleanup Tuesday at the Ida B. Wells development on South Ellis Aven

refuse, will slowly return.

About half of the recruits come
from the Wells development. The
rest come from across the city.

“l don’t see how they expect
people to volunteer to do any-
thing. I clean up In front of my
house, that's it,” sald Glenda
Watkins, who llves in Madden
Park with her husband and five

childrengl think the work they'll
do is he added.
For orkers themselves,

even small tasks such as sweeping
can improve residents’ lives, they
said.

“I've never seen so much glass
in my life. It's terrible, and to
think kids were playing around
all this stuff isn't very good,” said
Sheena Hodges, 16, who lives in
the 9800 block of South Unlon Av-
enue.

Madden Park has 487 dwelling
units and is one of the CHA's
smallest developments. Il also has

one of the housing agency's
vacancy rates at 3.1 percent.

Nearly one in four of th
units at the Wells developn
vacant. That doesn't wor
program’'s organizers. "On
person has quit becat
questions about safety,” sai
bara Valerious, principal
Chicago High School for A

tural gmences, who is over
the efforts.
‘ Yot bad,” she adde




THE QUINCY HERALD-WHIG
QUINCY, ILLINOIS
SEPTEMBER 21, 1994

" M The service corps volunteers -
- will clear right-of-way areas and

do other work that is labor

regular city work list.

- By John Webber

Herald-Whig Staff Writer

. intensive, but low priority on the

President Clinton’s AmeriCorps service
program debuts in Quincy Monday.

Volunteers will tackle projects to clear
trees and brush from: more than a dozen
city right-of-way areas, mainly in neigh-
borhoods near the riverfront. The crews
also will tackle other labor-intensive
tasks, such as re-laying bricks in two

!nstoncally significant alleys in the East .

‘End Historic District.

AmeriCorps coordinators wﬂ] send a.

team of four workers to Quincy Monday
to start whittling away at the t:ltys low-
priority job list. .. - _

. “We want to emphasize that these are
not projects that would take away jobs
from city crews or union members or
anyone else,” said Gary Sparks, the city’s
director of administrative services., “We

have discussed the situation with the’

. union (Maciinists Lodge 822), and they

have been fully supporhve of this pro-

gram.”

Quincy, Illinois. O

AmenCorps was envisioned by Clmtnn
as a kind of “domestic Peace Corps,”
allowing people to do public-works labor
in return for minimal pay and vouchers
that can be used to pay college tuition or
pay back student loans.

“Workers receive a- stzpend ‘that
amounts to about minimum wage, but

.after 1,700 hours of service, they also

receive educational credits worth 34 725
to be paid directly ta the school or
lender,” said Bill McCartney of the Nat-
ural Resource Conservation Service, a

‘branch’ of the “US. ‘Department of Ag-

riculture, in Pittsfield.

McCartney coordinates the reglonal
AmeriCorps program, through the USDA
and Two Rivers Resource Conservation
and Development Inc., which spawned
the Two Rwers Remonal Council a dec-
ade ago. .

" (See AMERICORPS, Page TA)
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Americorps member Ryan Webster, left, was recently honored for his part In saving the life

PP il LYY 7

ol_ a Louis_ville man. With him are Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman, Melinda Owens,
Rick Martin and Scott Kolling (McPherson and Marquette EMS member who trained Webster

in life-saving techniques).

AmeriCorps member
helps save man'’s life

Kansas USDA/AmeriCorps Mem-
ber Ryan Webster, while providing
extra hours of scrvice on July 23,
kelped save the life of Clyde Wheel-
er, &, Louisville, at Tuunle Creek
Reser oir.

W .ster reccived his CPR/first aid
trair.ng from Americorps member
Sc ot wolling. EMT-1/C who is with
the McPherson EMS and director of
the Muarqueite EMS.

Both Webster and Kolling were
Worored by Scorciary of Agriculiure
Pun Glickinzn during the Kansas
slate Fair i Hotchirson

Al sbout 3 p.m on the day of the
accident, Websior and Tutile Creck
State Purk Conservation Officer
Randy Conrad were near the Big Dog
Muarina when they heard screaming.
When they investigated, they found
Wheeler, who had been in an inner
tube being pulled by a Ranger bass
boat.

The boat slowed to an idle 10 tum
around to pick up Wheeler. When the
driver was unable 1o sicer away, the
rear propelicr of the boat caught
Wheeler's feet, inflicting severe in-
junes. Two pax employees in a boat
nearby were Ltle 1o get Wheeler into
the boat and get him 1o shore.

) was thankful that |
was there. But |
wished that | hadn’t
been ... anybody in
my position would
have done the same
thing ... %%

Ryan Webster

With Wheeler on shore, Webster,
along with Corrad began giving first
aid. Webster said that he was able 1o
use the first aid training given to him
and the other USDA/AmeriCorps
members by Kansas Health and Safe-
ty Extension Council (KHaSEC)
AmeriCorps.

Webster said they worked with the
vicum for aboul 25 minutes cven
though it "scemed like an eternity.”
Alter pulling on latex gloves, the first
thing they did when in the boat was
to elevate the victim's legs and stop
the bleeding. The injury extended
from the waist 10 the knee with a

See NEMBER, Page 3

Member

From MEMBER, Page 1
three to four inch wide wound expos-
ing the leg bone, muscle and tendons.
The bones in the ankle of the other
eg were also exposed. Webster said
kept talking to the victim to keep
him from going into shock.

The first Responder and EMT to
arrive al the scene was Joe Clark.
When he arrived, he discovered that
Wheeler had lost half a foot, had sev-
ered an artery, along with other in-
juries. Clark said the "kid" (Wcbster)
had a towel over the wound and was
applying pressure. "He was doing a
fine job...[ was glad they were there.”

«  Clark said the victim had lost 85 10
90 percent of his body fluids and they
were having trouble getting a blood
pressure reading. Clark said the ac-
tion of Webster and Conrad “saved
the victim's life.”

Webster said he had learned the
man’s injuries were loo severe for the
Manhattan hospital to handle, and the
man was flown to the University of
Kansas Medical Center.

When Webster was praised for his
actions he said, "I was thankful that [
was there, But | wished that | hadn't
been ... anybody in my position
would have done the same thing ...
the incident has crossed my mind cv-
ery night before [ go to sleep.”
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Americorps workers graduate

Workers donate
1,800 hours

at Kanopolis

By CHARLA GATZ
Outdoors Edite:

KANOPOLIS LAKE — /. gradua-

tion ceremony and buif-io Lurger
feed was held Friday s e Comml
Shelter for Americorps = hers who
labored in the state parks during the
past year.
. The United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA)/Americorps
Kansas project was operzted in con-
junction with the Kansas Department
of Wildlife and Parks.

The four Americorps workers who
worked at Kanopolis State Park have
recorded 1,800 hours since October
when the project commenced.

“That's something that would be
hard for us, with our budgets, to du-

6 Given the time of flood cleanup and the

other activities going on, like keeping the

trails open, it was very crucial timing to be
able to have that kind of manpower. 99

Rick Martin
Kanopolis State Park manager

plicate,” said Kanopolis State Park
Manager Rick Martin “Given the
time of flood cleanup and the other
activities going on, like keeping the
trails open, it was very crucial timing
10 be able to have that kind of man-
power.”

The workers completed or assisted
with nearly 50 projects in the park.
They spent a large portion of their
time on the trail system in Horsethief
Canyon cleaning up flood debris, re-
opening and remarking trails, repair-
ing erosion, clearing brush, installing

gates and fences, repairing low water
crossings and basically trying to keep
the trails in usable condition.

In addition, they installed interna-
tional signage, planted trees, repaired
and installed courtesy fishing docks
and repaired swimming beach rope.

They also cleaned up flood debris
in the wildlife refuge and built, re-
paired and installed duck boxes and
BOOSE nesting structures.

Martin was impressed by the cal-
iber of people who volunteered for

the Americorps program. They were
very interested in the work they did at
the lake, he said, and held degrees in
related fields such as biology and
natural resources,

The Americorps workers received
a stipend for living expenses while
they were performing the community
service projects.

Alfter nine months of service they
became eligible for a monetary edu-
cational award that can be applied
any lime within the next seven years
toward tuition at 2 college or univer-
sify or 10 any past or furure educa-
tional loans.

Martin was further impressed by
the number of projects the workers
completed and the number of hours
they put in.

"We wouldn't have the money or
the budget 1o get it done as quickly as
we got it done with these guys,” Mar-
tin said. "We're in hopes that the pro
gram continues next year.”



A4  Friday, June 16, 1995

the

o

Salina Journal

Serving Kansas since 1871

_ VIEWPOINTS

AmeriCorps leaves its mark

y daughter told me how proud
I \f I she was of the work I've
done, after I took them fish-
ing this spring,” said Cindy Ochs. She is
referring to her service in AmeriCorps.

AmeriCorps is the president’s nation-
al service initiative to achieve direct re-
sults in addressing the nation’s critical
education, human service, public safety
and environmental needs at the commu-
nity level.

AmeriCorps provides opportunities for
Americans of all ages to serve their
country in an organized effort fostering
citizen responsibility and building their
communities. Americans age 17 or older
can make a substantial commitment to
their country and earn education
awards for college or vocational train-
ing in return.

Ochs is an AmeriCorps member sta-
tioned with a Kansas environmental
team at Webster Reservoir. Webster is
in a remote area in north-central
Kansas. Cindy is a 32-year-old single
parent, mother of a 2-year-old son and a
13-year-old daughter.

On Memorial Day weekend, a heavy
rainstorm struck the Webster Reservoir
area causing flooding to the park, clos-
ing roads and camp grounds and isolat-
ing rest rooms and shower facilities.

During a recent visit with Cindy, she
took me around the reservoir to show
me the damage. She showed me the
handicapped-accessible dock that cost
taxpayers $20,000 to build. Even though
she suffered an allergic reaction while
sand-bagging the dock, to prevent high
water from destraying it, she was proud
of their effort. When we stopped to pick
up trash left by park visitors, she
lamented that she could not understand
why visitors could not police their own
camp sites.

As we drove across the dam she@pot-
ted a large object floating in the reser-
voir and was afraid that it was part of a
dock. It was obvious that Webster State
Park had become “her” state park. She
mentioned that the AmeriCorps mem-’
bers had worked hard to help clean up
the damage from the previous flood and
now much of that work may have to be
redone.

Cindy’s service with AmeriCorps has
been an adventure. Looking younger
than her age, she has spent her service
in cleaning up flood damage to the
Webster State Park caused by the 1993
flood.

The skills learned by Cindy while in

§ Jim

B3 Meisenheimer

; }’1 FOR THE SALINA JOURNAL

/

" Cindy could be on
public assistance,
instead she is serving

" her community,
becomming self-
sufficient

saw and how to build and repair Wacon-
das. Wacondas are a pivoting sheltered

picnic table that can be turned, allowing
for constant shade. Hundreds of Wacon-
das located in Kansas state parks were

damaged by the 1993 flood.

Before we went back to the park
office she stopped and showed me a
Waconda. She mentioned that when the
weather was too bad to work outside,
the AmeriCorps members spent hun-
dreds of hours fixing and repairing
themn.

While showing me how they worked
she said, “I have never done anything
that I could look back at with pride and
say I did that. I have never been able to
leave my mark on anything, I now have
something to show.”

Cindy's stint with AmeriCorps has
been an exciting one, including a lot of
hard work and different challenges asso-
ciated with outdoor activities. In spite of
those challenges, Cindy wants to sign up
for another tour with AmeriCorps. She
said that it, “gives her flexibility.” She
wants to use her education award to
learn to prepare income tax returns.

As I was leaving the park, she was
reaching for a broom to start cleaning
the park office, looking for something to
do until flood water started receding.

Cindy could be on public assistance,
instead she is providing service to her
community, developing self-esteem,
while earning a way to become self-
sufficient. Cindy is an exemplification
of the AmeriCorps motto — “Getting
Things Done.”

B Jim Meisenheimer is regional
facilitator for AmeriCorps/ USDA.
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Ci#%an Conservation Corps alumnus Herb Queen of Grainfield following the kickoff ¢i
t 1ericorps program Wednesday at the Corral Shelter at Kanopolis Lake.

Americorps program kicked
off Wednesday at Kanopolis

By CHARLA GATZ
Outdoors Editor

KANOPOLIS LAKE — The Civil-
ian Conservation Corps program of
more than 50 years ago has been
dusted off and renamed Americorps
but conceptually it is based on essen-
tially the same premise — sweat eq-
uity.

The Americorps program, a mod-
emn day version of the CCC, was of[i-
cially kicked off Wednesday at the

not available in cash forin but may be
used (o pay luition at an institution of
higher education or to pay off student
loans. ’

Eight more workers are being
sought to become involved in the
program. Four groups of five workers
each will work in wildlife areas at
Wildlife and Parks state lakes at Ka-
nopolis, Glen Elder, Milford and
Webster. ' )

Each worker will receive a basic

reap the benefits of an additional $7,-
660 toward school expenses.

Herb Queen of Grainficld, a CCC
alumnus, also addressed those gath-
ered. CCC was a federal program im-
plemented from 1933-42 for unem-
ployed 18- to 25-year-old boys.

"Anybody who hasn’t lived in the
'30s can't understand how it was,"
Queen said. "There was a lot of work
to be done and no money to do it."

The bLoys labored on various pro-
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Program glves graduates experience

® AmeriCorps, a natlonal service
project laundc hed by President
Chinton i September, has splashed
down in Douglas County’s wetlands.

By Ric ANpiuson
Joromraar-Womi i Wi u

As time was running out on
his scasonal job last summer,
Craig Johnson's next career
move was a frustrating uncer-
Lainty.

“In our fickd, you've got 1o
have a job to get experience and
experience to get a job,” said
Johnson, a 24-ycar-old biologist
who graduated from Emporia
State University in 1994,

And although he was working
in his hicld at the Kansas Depart-
ment of Wildlite and 'arks’
Melvern Wildhite Area, he said,
“What I was heaning was that
summer work didn’t really count
as experience.”

Today, he's getting that expe-
rlence in AmenCorps, the 3360
million pational service progam
Lounched by President Clinton
i September. Johnson is one of
tour volunteers working in Dou-
glas County on a five-year pro-
jeet to inventory the state’s wel-
ands and riparian_arcas, or

ks of waterways.

The volunteers, recent college

Horal Koot m w/Joumman-Womi i Prioie

Discussing aerial photos of the Douglas County terrain are, from lelt,
Cody Lind, Arlen Flax, Kevin Feleay and Craig Johnson. The four, who work
out of the Natural Resources Conservation Service office in Lawrence, are
members of AmerniCorps, a federal program that allows students to work in
community service 1o repay college loans,

praduates with degrees in biolo-
gy and park resource manage-
ment, are charting county wel-
Lands by studyirg .wri.a(phn-
tographs and maps, plus making
On-site visits,

Kevin Feleay, a 25-year-old
Kansas State University graduate
in biology, was the tirst Ameri-
Corps volunteer to arridgin
Douglas County. Felea )
started working on the pr 1

October, has been joined by
Johnson, Arlen Flax, 24, and
Cody Lind, 30.

Each volunteer made a one-
year commitment to AmeriCorps
and has the option of serving a
sccond term. In return, each
receives a $12,000 stipend for
living expenses and a $4,275
cducational award that can be
used tor college, job training or
repayment of student loans.

The four, who are among
20,000 p.uliup.mls in Ameri-
Corps, are working in the tederal
agriculture departiment’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service
office, 3010 Four Wheel Drive.

Douglas Gahn, NRCS district
conscrvationist, and project
members sald the goal was not
to snatch productive land away
from farmers.

“I'he rule of thumb is that if
yuu can drive a tractor through

rnu can farm it,” Johnson
s.m “You just can’t drain it.”

The riparian study, Gahn said,
will help local conservationists
protect and enhance banks of
walcerways.

Feleay said that in addition to
working on the inventory, vol-
unteers were involved in training
and community service wor
like environmental education
programs for youths.

All the while, volunteers will
be gaining career footholds and
the opportunity to work on a
meaninglul project.

“Most of K.un.ns' wetlands
have been drained,” Johnson
said. “It"d be nice lu look back
and say you helped protect
what's left. 1t'd also be nice to be
silting in a big, ¢ job and
look back and s: helped
you get there.”
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Working
for an

education

AmeriCorps offers
chance to learn

By DAVID CLOUSTON
The Saline Journal

Sweating over a brush fire or
building nesting boxes for birds
aren't typical jobs thought of as
a way to pay for college.

Kurt Grimm and Troy Hurl-
burt are hoping their work leads
to more than just a paycheck.

n working for them

fi years. I'd like to get on

,” said Hurlburt, speak-

of Kansas Department of

wildlife and Parks, with whom

he, Grimm and other partici-

pants in the AmeriCorps Pro-
gram are working.

AmeriCorps is a federal pro-
gram designed to help students
pay for college by completing a set
number of hours of public service
work. For 1,700 hours of service —
about nine months — workers re-
ceive a $7,660 stipend for living ex-
penses and $4,725 for college.

Both undergraduate and gradu-
ate students are eligible. Money
can pay for accumulated college
debts for those already graduated,
or help pay tuition for those just
entering college or going on to pur-
sue a master’s or doctoral degree.

AmeriCorps workers are as-
signed to different federal agen-
cies. Hurlburt and his co-workers
are assigned to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, but being di-
rectly supervised by Wildlife and
Parks officials, with whom
they're working at state parks.

ing February, the four

s of the AmeriCorps/US-

h at Kanopolis Reservoir,

13 , Grimm, Chris Newton £ ho . e

and Scott Morris, developed fish Todd Lovin: Linddb Tom Dorsey/Salina Journal
o ovin, Lindsborg, a participant in AmeriCorps, starts a head fire for a i

> See AMER'CORPS, Pﬂg. 9 Longley Point ared of anopolifge,ewoir_ P € controlled burn in the
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nansas to recelye 48

TOPEKA — Officials )
mounced Fnday that 48 Amert-
lcorps volunteers will work in -
.fl’ood’-damaged areas and for
agricultural projects.
! Joel Berg, director'ot national
*ser\nce at the U.S. Department
‘of Agriculture, said the volun-
iteers will work in rural ar&as to
‘renovate windbredks and P'Fa.n
‘federal parks in Kansas.
! Two teams of five volunteers
based in Oakley and Scott City,
will do windbreak renovation.
! Another five teams' each with
three members, will work on =
‘wetlands projects. They will be™ ~
based in Topeka, Emporia, Man-
hattan, Hays and Hutchinson,
Another 20 people will work to
restore federal and state parks
damaged by the 1993 flood. 7~
Among other things, they will |
ppick up debris, paint signs and |
jpi¢nic tables, remove dead tree¢
i Three other volunteers will
‘work in watersShed and’ ‘agricul
tural projects.
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Volunteers invest time
serving the community

By Tom Lister
Globe Reporter

A facet of President
Clinton’s communily-service
program is here in Dodge City.

Two workers “for
AmeriCorps — a program simi-
lar to a domestic Peace Corps
arc working with the
National Resources
Conservation Service. Mike
Howck and Kyle Hedges have
been doing background work
for wetland evaluations.

They've also been planting
trees at area lakes, teaching
hunter-safety courses and per-
forming other types of commu-
nity service to the area.

< .cr volunteers in the pro-
gramare restoring state parks
that suffered flood damage in
the summer of 1993. :
The experience here benefits
Howck and Hedges as well as

.the public.

Jim Meisenheimer, wnh !he
National Resources
Conservation Service in Salina,
said .volunteers like Howck and
Hedges are required to work.a
minimum of 1,700 hours during
nine-month period. From that,
they get a $12,000 stipend, plus
about $4,000 to be used mward
education. -

“It's a combination Peace
Corps, VISTA and the GI Bill.”
See Volunteers Page 16.

—% Volunteers-

Meisenheimer said.

The experience in the program
also gives volunteers a nceded
edge in the job market.

“It’s hard to get jobs that are
related to our fields,” said
Hedges, who has degree in fish-
cries biology from Kansas State
University. Howck graduated
from Emporia State Universily in
environmental biology.

Meisenhecimer said voluntecrs
also get cducation on AIDS and
training for CPR and resolving
conflicts.

The Dodge City branch of
AmeriCorps requires participants
o have a college degree. In other

cases, the program’s age limit is
17 .

For more information on
AmeriCorps, people can call I
(800)-880- 4183
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Rebecca Davidson, center, Barbourville, an Americorps representative,
Spent a day during the recent National Service Week in Williamsburg,
helping Cumberland College's Mountain Outreach Program and Cedar
Ridge Ministries. She is shown with Michele Humfleet, London, and
Jamie Duncan, Harlan, working with the clothing store on the Cedar
Ridge property.
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AmeriCorpsto help
with home repairs

Dear Editor,

I am an AmeriCorps mem-
ber working in your county
on housing repair.

My job is to locate families
in the community who need
help affording repair work,
and then finding a resource
in the community to help
them.

If you have needed repairs
in your home and cannot
afford to make these repairs
yourself, write the following
information on a blank sheet
of paper and send it in

I need to know your name,
address, phone number,
county, number of people in
the household, number of
children under 18, nuniber of

elderly or disabled in the
household, entire household
income, the specific types of
repairs needed, and a brief
statement giving me per-
mission to discuss your situ-
ation with a loan/grant re-
source.

Send this information to
AMERICORPS, 242 Daniel
Boone Drive, Barbourville,
KY 40906.

Please remember this is
no guarantee of help.

All information will be
reviewed and put on a list.
All information received
will be kept confidential.

Rebecca Davidson
AmeriCorps member
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Local Americorp workers enjoy program

Their work began last October.
Four months later, Laurel Coun-
ty’s three AmeriCorps workers
not only are happy to be partici-
pating in President Clinton’s
effort to involve young people in
community service, but are confi-
dent that they're making signifi-
cant contributions in their com-
munities.

Michelle Humfleet has been
working with the Cumberland
Valley Community Development
District since October in various
capacities.

he said her experience thus
far in the program has been very
educational. “I've met 8o many
eople. It’s wonderful...I've
earned 8o much in just a few
months that I didn’t learn in a
whole year in college.” And what
she learned was not from a book,
said Humfleet, but “hands on.”

One of the projects Humfleet
has been working on is the com-
pletion of a proposal which if suc-
cessful, would provide money for
construction of a woodcrafts
showroom to be located in Lon-
don off of I-75.

She has contacted over 20
small, wood-related businesses in
the eiﬁht county area of the
CVADD, gauging their support.
The showroom, which would
serve as sort of an outlet mall for
local woodcrafts businesses to
rent space to display and sell
their goods, would aflow these
businesses to take advantage of
the heavy traffic flow from 1-75
without requiring motorists to
drive several miles out of their

way.

P{umﬂeet has also worked in
address verification for local 911
services and has helped the
Department of Social Services in

Family Preservation research.

Tina King, of East Bernstadt,
says her participation in Ameri-
Corps has not only been an edu-
catienal experience, but also a
motivational one as well.

King is working with the Rural
Economic Community Develop-
ment (formerly FmHA), assisting

‘low income and elderly residents

with home repairs.

In her four months, King said
she has gained-a new under-
standing of poverty in Laurel and
surrounding counties. She said
she was never aware that there
were 80 many homes in the area
without proper heating, plumbing
or that were suffering from other
problems.

Her efforts include trying to get
funding and organizing different
agencies to see that people living
in subpar conditions get the help
they need.

“f’love what I'm doing,” said
King, who is also a student at
Eastern Kentucky University
where she is pursuing a degree in
education. In fact, ﬁing 18 cur-
rently trying to organize local
contractors and church organiza-
tions in an effort to help even
more families in need of home

repair.

ohn Mills, a graduate of UK,
is working with Kentucky High-
lands Corporation in conjunction
with research into alternative
crops. Mills has talked to area
county agriculture extension
agents and faculty at the UK Col-

lege of Agriculture about such

crri:,{)s.
e said the program has given
him “invaluable experience with
economic and community devel-
opment.”

Humfleet, King and Mills all

have high praise for the program,
but such praise is not so unani-
mous in Washington D.C. where
the program has come under
some fire recently.

Some members of Congress
have criticized the program for
being too costly amr claim that
some services are being duplicat-

ed.

David Gibson, the AmeriCorps
Program Director for Rural Eco-
nomic Community Development

defends the program, insisting
that government agencies are
getting good, quality labor for rel-
atively cheap wages.

Under the AmeriCorps pro-
gram, young adults are paid a
st.ipemf of $12,000 for workin
1800 hours in a twelve mont
period. They can also take advan-
tage of education tuition assis-
tance of up to $4,725 per year
and interest on existing student

i
Ly o ot v I
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EW — Kenneth A

Dis. Director of RECD,

-

rterburn,

left, Tina King, Americorp worker, and David Gibson, Americorps
project director for RECD, looks over a project King is Involved in.
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READY WITH INFOHMATION — Americorps representatives (from left) Tlna Klng, Mlchelle Humfleet and
Rebecca Davidson manned this booth at Community Expo ‘95.
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Local young woman working

in Americorps program

St S

BY DAVID COLE

Barbourville's Becky
Davidson is one of nine new
Americorps participants working
through the Farmers Home Ad-
ministration (FmHA) In
Kentucky's Appalachian reglon.

This is the first year of the
new Americorps program which is
similar to the Peace Corps, but

seas, the federal
them in the states to help out.
Participants not only are paid for
a year's work but also will receive
a 84,725 voucher to apply toward
schooling.

After being sworn in at FmHA's
state office in Lexington in Sep-
tember, Davidson began work on
Oct. 6 at the Barbourville office,
which serves the four counties of

Knox. Bell, Whitley and Harlan. °

Davidson, who's the daugh-
ter of Leamon and Linda Davidson
of Sharp's Gap and a 1994 Unlon
College graduate, will be a key
worker in FmHA's 504 repair loan
program.

This program provides assis-
tance, including one-percent in-
terest loans generally 87,500 or
less, to remove health or safety
hazards from homes owned by
low income and elderly famlltes.
Last year 32 familles in the
county area were helped
the 504 program.

ABOUT DAVIDSON'S efforts
so far, Robert Dunn, supervisor at
the Barbourville FmHA office, satd.
*She's jumping right in there.
When talking about repair loans
you're calling on people at thelr
homes, getting on tops of roofs to
find out what repairs need to be
donme. ..."

Davidson said she recently
visited an elderly woman whose
foot was injured and who is hav-

?: 1' -;k_

New Americorps participant Becky Davidson, second from right, was
sworn In at FmHA's state office in Lexington recently. She'll be working
at the Barbourville FmHA county office. Others in photo are, from left,
FmHA State Director Thomas G. Fern, Barbourville FmHA County

SIL;Ip?{\dsor Robert Dunn; and, far right, Americorps coordinator Louls
0

ing to haul coal into her house.
"She's applied for a heating
system," Davidson said. "We vis-
ited a guy in Harlan Wednesday.
Hedoesn'thave heatand hisbath-
room floor fell through, and he's
applying to repair his house.”
& Asked what she hopes to ac-
complish, Davidson said, "I just
_hope I can find people that really
need these loans and help them
follow through with assistance.”

EXAMPLES OF HOW partici-
pants can be helped through the
program, Davidson said. include
providing an adequate water sup-
ply and sewage disposal system;
insulation, storm windows, doors
and screens; repalr or replace-
ment of electrical wiring, roof,
heating system, deteriorated sid-
ing or structural supports; and

repair or improvements to make a

dwelling accessible to a disabled
or elderly person.

To qualify for the program.,
Davidson said, participants must
own their homes, need repairs to
the property, lack the resources
from which, to- make the repairs
and meet FmHA low Income guide-
lines,

The maximum allowable ad-
justed yearly income for a house-
hold in Knox County under the
program is as follows: one person,
$8,00; two persons, $10,100:
three persons, 811,350; four per-
sons, 812,600; and flve persons,
813,600.

Interested applicants should
contact the Barbourville office at
54-3185 or call 546-3186 for more
information.
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Group tracing pioneer paths
Sylads ganters © “Our main goal Is historical
- preservation. We've been writing

Several groups arc working o make U.S. 25E and - gyantg to preserve different sites
US. 11W for T

e Temmoon Witdemess Rosd wil aace bisioric  AfoNg the road: Also; the road will
pioncer paths that follow the current routes, as well s bring visitors to the area with

e s ot ol Tonsiics that came. theoush nere  @PPreciation of the historical areas

years ago when the area was being founded, and now  Of Tennesses, lncludlng but not lim-

people come through here looking to trace their rools,” Boone. ”
said Mary Russcll, Clinch- (l:’;wc csource, fted to Daniel
Conservation and Development (R - Americorps. ’

The road begins at Elizabethiown; —Mary Russell
Rogersville and ends at Cumberland Gap. “We're plan-
ning a map of the Wildcmess Road with historical sites 4 ... counties that would be dicect]

; & y affected by the
on it, as well as food, lodging and a range of ohet  Teppecsee Wilderness Road will be Claiborne,
items,” she added. The map is scheduled to go 0 print  popincang Geainger.

June 1.
TE S . The road program came about through the combined
The goal of the road, she said, is ta highlight the his- P
torical significance of the area, as well as 10 bring in  cfforts of Clinch-Powell RC&D, Northeast Tennessce
iy msgn Co;nml:rFm Tennessee Development District
“Our main goal is historical preservation,” she said. iddlc East Tennessee Tourism Council.
“We've been writing grants (o prescrve different sites  Russell said the program was based on similar roads
along the road. Also, the 10ad will bring visitors to the  in Virginia and Kentucky, such as the Daniel Boone
Heritage Trail in Kentucky. Such roads have been

area with appreciation of the historical areas of Suc e
Tennessee, including but not limited to Daniel Boone.”  Proven 10 help boost economies in the communilics
through which they pass.

*The main trail will attract visitors here iniGally, and
offshoots from the trail will get them inlo surrounding Road signs marking the trail are not in place, but
countics,” said Lindy Tumer, Clinch-Powell RC&D. Russell said ihey will be posied at 2 later date.

o
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AmeriCorp workers building
new home for WWII veteran

By Eddie Arnold

Keavy resident Bertress Felt-
ner served his country during
World War II — now, the govern-
ment is getting a chance to help
him.

Feltner will soon have a new
home thanks to the efforts of
local AmeriCorps workers and
other local community service
agencies.

Local AmeriCorps worker Tina
King, who is assigned to the Lon-
don Rural Economic Community

Development office (formerly the.

Farmers Home Administration),
has been working to make the
Feltner project a reality for more
than seven months.

When King first visited the

Feltner home to do a health and
safety assessment, she found that
the elderly man, who has numer-
ous health problems, was living
in conditions that were less than
adequate. :

Walking through Feltner’s
frame home, King explained that
the house was extremely cold in
the winter. His only source of
heat was a coal-fired stove which
left a layer of coal dust through-
out the house.

King said that she worked with
members of London’s Heavenly
Helpers to get a cook stove for
Feltner to allow him to cook
meals at home.

“I bet I've made 50 trips out
here,” King said, adding that she




THE MANCHESTER ENTERPRISE
MANCHESTER, KENTUCKY
APRIL 20, 1995

AmeriCorpsto help
with home repairs

Dear Editor,

I'am an AmeriCorps mem-
ber working in your county
on housing repair.

My job is to locate families

in the community who need

help affording repair work,
and then finding a resource
in the community to help
them.

If you have needed repairs
in your home and cannot
afford to make these repairs
yourself, write the following
information on a blank sheet
of paper and send it in

I need to know your name,
address, phone number,
county, number of people in
the household, number of
children under 18, number of

elderly or disabled in the
household, entire household
income, the specific types of
repairs needed, and a brief
statement giving me per-
mission to discuss your situ-
ation with a loan/grant re-
source.

Send this information to
AMERICORPS, 242 Daniel
Boone Drive, Barbourville,
KY 40906.

Please remember this is
no guarantee of help.

All information will be
reviewed and put on a list.
All information received
will be kept confidential.

Rebecca Davidson
AmeriCorps member
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Rebecca Davidson, center, Barbourville, an Americorps representative,
Spent a day during the recent National Service Week in Willlamsburg,
helping Cumberland College's Mountain Outreach Program and Cedar
Ridge Ministries. She Is shown with Michele Humfieet, London, and
Jamie Duncan, Harlan, working with the clothing store on the Cedar
Ridge property.
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‘FmHA 504 funds upgrading local homes

By BRIAN WILKERSON
C.J Staflf Writer

Mildred E. Bell's Antioch
Shorea hoine, where she's lived
for 44 years, has undergone
some major renovations in the
past year. There's new vinyl sid-
ing on the oulside, running
water on the inside, a septic tank
underground.

While those and other changes
have helped "a whole lot,” that's
not the only benefit for Bell.
Because of state and federal

ant and loan programs, the
0,000-plus she needed was
rovided at a rate that could fit

her budget.

The funding was derived from
Farmers Home Administralion’s
504 Grant and Loan program,
which has existed for years, and
from the Kentucky Housing Cor-
poration.

Local officials are encouraging
homeowners meeting low-
income and, for the grants, age
guidelines to follow Bell's lead, if
repairs are required. Only those
having ownership interest in
their home can apply.

The homeowner must be at
least 62 years old to qualify for
any 504 grants, which won't be
available again until the next
funding cycle. That money can
be used for such necessary
improvements as adding indoor
plumbing or updating the heat-
ing system.

'The loans can be borrowed by
low-income families at a 1 per-
cent interest rate and can be

used for leas-pressing purchases,
such as siding.

FmHA is “trying lo promote it
more,” Gary Crockett, the agen-
cy's assistant county supervisor,
said.

In that vein, Tina Elza, a vol-
unteer with AmeriCorps, Presi-
dent Clinton's national service
program, has been putting up
posters, meeting with various
agencies and contacting the
media. Her efforts, she said, are
starting to pay off.

She and other FmHA ofTicials

CJ BtafT Photo by Brian
Mildred E. Bell, center, stands In front of her recently renovaled
home, which Included new vinyl slding. Wither her Is her greal-
grandson, James Christopher Whilte; Tina Elza, an AmeriCorps vol-
unteer; and Gary Crockelt, asslslant counly supervisor with Farm-
ers Home Adminlstration.

raon

can meet with homeowners to
help fill out an application or
plan a budgét for payback of the
loan. Those with questions can
contact the agency at 679-7493
or atop by the FmHA office on
100 Parkway Drive.

Though the 504 grants/loans
are available county-wide, quali-
fied Somerset residents will also
be able to apply for a portion of
the $257,260 the city received
from Kentucky Housing Corpo-

Ses FmHA, Page 2

FmHA

Continued from Page 1

ration’s federal HOME program.

Mayor Jim Williams some
homes may receive $20,000 or
more, bul most wouldn't nee
much. The money may be
in five-year, forgivable defe
lonns, depending on the home-
owner's income. That meansa the
money wouldn't have lto be
repaid.

Applications won't be accepted
until some more administrative
work, auch as hiring a firm to
administer the project, is com-
pleted, Williamns said.
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. Americorp

Pictured from left are FmHA State Director, Thomas G. Fern; Lara May,
Americorp participant; Rebecca Estep, Americorp participant; Kevin
Antle, FmHA County Supevisor; and Louls Elliott, Americorp coordina-
tor. May and Estep willbe working out of the Prestonsburg FmHA county

office.

FMHA/RDA Americorp members
startservicein Appalachian Kentucky

Nine Americorpmembersrecently
began their service in Kentucky's
Appalachian Region after being
sworn in at the Farmers Home Ad-
ministration (FMHA) State Office in
Lexington.

Thomas G. Fem, state director,
Farmers Home Administration, con-
ducted the ceremony and challenged
the members to “become leaders in
the community in which they would
be working.”

The members attended a two-day
orientation training meeting in Lon-
don, and now have reported to their
respective communities to begin their
service.

The nine participants in the Ken-
tucky Appalachian Region will fa-
cilitate community strategic planning
and assist in implementing programs

to improve or develop needed com-!

munity facilities. Team members will!
also engage in outreach activitics to
assist economically and socially dis-
advantaged citizens in rural areas in
accessing FmHA grant and loan pro-
grams.

Site locations for the Kentucky
Appalachian Region will be as fol-
lows: Barbourville, Hazard, Prestons-
burg, Middlesboro, London and
Somerset.
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AmeriCorps
crew helps
sort it out

By SABRINA HAYES
Staff Writer

Cleaning out a warehouse and
sorting clothes was an all day-job
for some area AmeriCorps
volunteers.

The members serve through the
USDA’s Rural Economic and
Community Development depart-
ment, usually helping with rural
housing and community
development.

But for one day, Rebecca David-
son said they went beyond that.

Davidson, the Barbourville
AmeriCorps volunteer, said 10 of
her colleagues participated in the
Corporation for National Service
Day April 25.

Nine of those members were
from Somerset, Barbourville, Mid-
dlesboro, Hazard and Prestons-
burg. The others were from

Virginia.
'l%:eujob of all of the members is

to help poor people fix up their
homes.

The group was scheduled to help
Mountain Outreach repair houses
throughout Whitley County, but
Michelle Humfleet, the Cumber-
land Valley Area Development
District volunteer in Laurel
County, said the cold weather
changed the plans.

Mountain Outreach is a student-
based organization in Williams-
burg that helps repair homes for
the indigent in the area.

Instead of helping repair
houses, the group helped Cedar-
idge Ministries clean and sort the
clothes in the warehouse in
Williamsburg.

The ministry helps people
whose homes have been burned or
who are in need.

Laura Duncan, who serves in
the Bell County area, said the
AmeriCorps motto is “getting
things done for America.”

“We, as AmeriCorps members,
have the opportunity to improve
ourselves and our communities.
By taking the responsibility for one
small part of our community, we
hope to be an example to the com-
munity, to demonstrate just what
can be done when we work
together,” Duncan said.
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Angela Norsworthy (left) and Amerl/Corps/USDA member
serving Webster and seven other parishes, has asked
Minden Mayor Bill Robertson (right) to proclaim today as
National Day of Service for Minden. Norsworthy, a
graduate of Louislana Tech University, was assigned to
Trailblazer RC&D in Ruston to assist with the Statewide
Dry Hydrant Program which will Install more than 2,000
dry hydrants across the state. According to R, O. Machen
Jr., Webster Parish Dry Hydrant chairinan, Norsworthy Is
a real assct to Trailblazer In her help with the statewide Dry
Hydrant Project in Webster Parish.




Leader photo by CARLA PAMPE

Day of Service

Across the nation, AmeriCorps members joined with other organizations and communities to
perform joint community service projects on the Day on National Service, April 25. sixteen USDA
AmeriCorps members in north Louisiana visited schools to provide a day of service by helping in
the classroom.

AmeriCorps members Angela Norsworthy, a graduate of Louisiana Tech University, and Alicia
Trissler, a graduate of Northwestern State University spent the day at Choudrant Elementary School
helping out in whatever areas they were needed. They alphabetized card catalog material, ran errands
and listened to children read their favorite stories in the library.

Here, Trissler (second from left) reads a book to 6th grade student Jennifer Hogan, 11, while
Norsworthy (second from right) calls out vocabulary words to 6th grade student Chris Rozelle, 12
Ruston Mayor Hilda Taylor Perritt proclaimed April 25 at the Day for National Service in Ruston

to recognize the efforts of volunteers. (Ruston Daily Leader, April 30, 1995)
RUSTON DAILY LEADER

~m RUSTON, LOUISIANA
] APRIL 30, 1995
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Planting trees
AmenCorps is having it's Area One Cluster meeting in Madison Parish this month. On F riday, March 3,
the AmeriCorps members planted River Birches at the city park. Pictured from left to right are Alicia
Trissler, AmeriCorps; Apthony Bridgewater, Natural Resources Conservation Service; Stan Livingston,
director of Talluluh Housing Authority; Tallulah Mayor Theodore Lindsey; Carl Collins, AmenCorps;
Angela Norsworthy, AmeriCorps; and Susan Mullins, AmeriCorps. (Madison Journal, March 8, 1995)

AmeriCorp planting in city park

By Scort Cummins
Staff writer

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culrure Rural Development pro-
gram of AmeriCorp has a con-
cern for Madison Parish and it
plans to help the community as
best it can, officials said.

AmeriCorp members are in
Tallulah for their Area One Clus-
ter meenng and were at the city
park Friday to plant some trees
to help improve the park.

"We are planting River Birches
around the park. They are in a
dormant state right now," said
Anthony Bridgewater of USDA
Natural Resource Conservation
Service. Bridgewater said now is
the best time to plant trees.

The trees planted were donat-
ed by the Madison Soil and

Water Conservation District.

Alysia Trisseler, an AmeriCorp
member from Winnfield, said
AmeriCorp was started by Presi-
dent Clinton on Sept. 12, 1994,
as an alternative to the Peace
Corp.

"The main difference between
the Peace Corp and AmeriCorp is
AmeriCorp was developed to
help communities in the United
States, while the Peace Corp was
developed to help communities
in the Third World countries,”
she said.

Trisseler said the program
allows students and graduates to
help communities grow and to
put the community spirit back
into the community,

Anyone 17 or older can partic-
ipate in the AmeriCorp program.
The program offers up to $4,725
for tuition or loan forgiveness, a
living stipend during service,
basic health insurance and a
child care allowance. People who
Join AmeriCorp can work with a
variety of services including edu-
caton, public safery, human ser-
vices and the environment.



WINN PARISH ENTERPRISE
WINNFIELD, LOUISIANA

APRIL §, 1995

Director of National Service for
USDA Visits Winntfield on Thursday

Joel Berg, Director of National
Service for the United Stated De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA)
was in Winnfield on Thursday.

In his position as director, Berg
is responsible for planning as well
as managing the AmeriCorps na-
tional service program, overseeing
1,200 AmeriCorps members.
Those volunteers are working in
fields of environmental endanger-

USDA Official Comes To Winnfield

ment, rural projects in 33 states and
toward the prevention of hunger,

Berg made a flying tour through
Louisiana, stopping in Winnsboro,
going on to Macon Ridge Eco-
nomic Development Corp., Winn-
ficld, Alexandria, Crowley and Ba-
ton Rouge in two days.

"He is visiting all states with
AmeriCorps projects.” cxplained
Alicia Trissler, AmeriCorps volun-

Joel Berg, National Services Director for the
United States Department of Agriculture was in
Winnfield on Thursday during a nationwide tour

of AmeriCorps workers.

During his visit he

toured the Winn Parish Museum with Mayor
Deano Thornton and Alicia Trissler, local

AmeriCorps volunteer

working as tourism

specialist for Winn Parish. Here Berg discusses
local tourism and the museum with Mayor

Deano Thornton.
visit on page one.

There is a full story of his

teer for Winn Parish.

While he was in Winnfield, Berg
visited the Winn Parish Museum,
with which Trissler is working.

Trissler's job in Winnfield is as a
tourism specialist. She has worked
with local organizers to preparc
brochures and with the museum to
train volunteers.

At present, she is working with
officials to prcpare grant proposals
for a HeadS1art Program and a pro-
gram in folkart. At the museum,
she also aids in mecting certifica-
tion guidelines of the¢ American
Association of Muscums.

"We are planning to make the
museum the center of tourism in
Winn Parish, a starting point for
tourists,” Miss Trissler explained
o Rerg

AmeriCorps is the brainchild of
U.S. President Bill Clinton. It's
been called his version of the Peace
Corps. In Louisiana, there are 21
USDA AmeriCorps members
working with local officials to get
jobs done in the arcas of tourism,
community planning, rural fire
protection, ground water protection,
timber bridge replacement, farm
safcty and USDA loan and grant
programs,

One program about to begin in
Winn Parish is the installation of
ten more dry hydrants. Already 25
have been placed around the parish.
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Conservation and Development
Office in Ruston is in the final
stages of obtairﬂn&tho federsl
funds to install the hydrants
across the state. The contracts
should be signed by the end of
this month and the materials
should be delivered during the
summer.

“Imperial Caleasieu RC&D
Office will overses the distribu-
tion of the dry hydrant mater-
ials,” said Beggan. “Technical
assistance during‘dry hydrant
site location will be provided by
the local Natural Resources
Conservation Service office,
based in Jennings.”

Imperial Calcasies RC&D
will provide the following
materials for 35 dry hydrants:

~ 1 dry hydrant head
assambly

- 1 ell

- 2 supports

~ 1 blue reflector

- 1 strainer

— B80-foet 6-inches of Sche-
dule 40 PVC

— 1 quart of paint per parish

— 2 gallons of epoxy per

Continued from Poge 1A

The jury is being asked to:
- t a resolution stating
t'heywour

dlike to gtsd patein

the statewide hydrant
project;

parish-

e~ Provide a
appointed coordinator; ;
— Provide the labor and

machinery necessary to install
the dry hydrants;

— Provide a sign, -ir “Fire
Department Firs Hydrant
Number;”

— Maintain the hydrant, Le.
have the local fire department

backflush the hydrant at leest
onecs 8 year. '

“This project weald probably
provide a drastic cost savings in
terms of insurance premiums,
becsuse it counts toward
ratings,” said Lake Arthur jurer
Austin “Sonny” Abshire.

Sponsors for the project are
the Allen, Bea Calea-
sieu, Cameron and Jeff Davis
Parish police juries and the
Allen, Calcusieu und Gulf Coast
Soil and Water Conservation
Districts.



Amerivorps program
making a difference

B Watson
S rter
AmeriCorps — a voluntary

service organization that has
been called the domestic version
of the Peace Corps — should not
be a liberal or a conservative
issue, Joel Berg said Friday.

“Is it liberal or conservative to
improve rural fire protection?”
asked Berg, the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s National Service
director. “Is it Jeft wing or right
wing to improve the water sup-
ply for farmers?”

One USDA AmeriCorps pro-
gram is designed to build 35 dry
fire hydrants in each parish of
Louisiana. A dry fire hydrant
makes it easier for fire engines to
pump water out of surface ponds.

Another program actively pur-
sued in central Louisiana is
Farm-A-Syst, in which farmers
learn how to avoid risks to well
water caused by various agricul-
tural practices.

In exchange for providing this
gervice, each AmeriCorps volun-
teer receives about $12,000 a
year, plus about $4,700 toward
cq tuition — or has that

opped off his student

bl

Berg delivered a pep talk to

fl.ouisiana AmeriCorps members
'Friday at the federal depart-
ment's state headquarters in
' Alexandria.

“This is not just another big
government giveaway,” he said.
“This is part of a big movement.

*You are proving the doubters
wrong.

“The Washington press corps
is used to the old ways of pork,
large government programs, and
not expecting much from citi-
zens, and this is a program that
only works with citizen involve-
ment.

“People don’t trust govern-
ment, and because people are so
cynical, that is precisely why
you are so important. You are
the link to bring government
back to the people.”

The program is fighting for its
fiscal life, as Republican con-
gressmen call for cuts in various
domestic programs.

“AmeriCorps is going to live or
dj t based on lofty speeches
fi eople like me from

1gton, or really because of
anything we really do in

Joel Berg: AmeriCorps is not
“another big government give-
away. This is part of a big
movement.”

Washington,” Berg told the
AmeriCorps members. “It's
going to live or die based on what
you do.”

AmeriCorps has made a differ-
ence in Louisiana and the South,
said Don Gohmert, the USDA’s
state conservationist for
Louisiana.

“They’ve brought a different
dimension than we were able to
provide through our ongoing
programs,” Gohmert said.

“For instance, we are assisting
with the statewide dry hydrant
project. We can provide the tech-
nical engineering support, but
we don't have the resources to
work directly with all the police
juries, volunteer fire depart-
ments and local people to tell
them about what they need to do
to bring dry hydrants to their
communities.

“It's a real assistance to a state
like Louisiana, where we have
high fire insurance costs,
because we don’'t have fire
hydrants.”

Reducing the spraad of fire fur-
thers Gohmert’s mission to con-
serve soil. Burned forests result
in more soil erosion.

In another program,
AmeriCorps member Aminul
Mahfuz, based in Pineville, helps
communities build timber
@ Please see PROGRAM, D-2

Metro

Alexandria Baily Toton Talk

Saturday
April 1, 1995

T R SR R R S S S T R SR M



'THE FRANKLIN SUN, WINNSBORO, LOUISIANA, APRIL 12, 1995

AREAIAMERICOE_{PS workers met recently with Joel Berg,
center, director of National Services for the Department of Agricul-
ture. AmeriCorps workers assist with a variety of community needs.

AmeriCorps...

Domestic

By Vicki Adams
Contributing Writer

AmeriCorps, the national ser-
vice organization signed into law
by President Bill Clinton, has
been termed a success since
Winnsboro adopted it in the fall.

AmeriCorps hasbeencalled the
president’s domestic version of
the Peace Corps. Sponsored by
government agencies, it allows
groups of people to perform criti-
cal services to meet environmen-
tal, human, public safety and
educational needs.

The members of AmeriCorps
assist with tourism development,
community planning, rural fire
protection, timberbridge replace-
ment and Tarm safety.

Lee Wooldridge, a local mem-
ber of AmeriCorps, says he en-
joys helping people in the com-
murnity.

“I don't mind helping people
and [doiteveryday,” Wooldridge
sald

“A program I'm working on now
15 tutoring students in grades K-
7. I'm also mving farm safety
classes at local elementary
schools.”

Wooldridge 1s sponsored by
Rural Economicand Community
Development (RECD), whichisa
subset of the United States De-
partmemof.&gﬁc.u!ture{[lSD.—‘\|

TheUSDA s alargesupporter
of the AmeriCorps program
Other agencies under USDA are
Forest Service (FS) and Natural
Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS).

Judith Ned of Baton Rouge
now lives in Winnsboro as a com-
munity planner for 12 surround-

Susan Mullins of Mangham
helps Ned with the 12 parishes

,g

1

The program has been active in Winnsboro since September. (¢

photo by Monica Huff)

' ) . .
Peace Corps' active in area

‘Joel Berg

as tounsm specialist

“1 like the benefits of
AmeriCorps.” Mullins said. “It
pays child care while I'm work-
ing and [ know the education and
ire thereif [everdecide to
o r-lfhl](\i.“

Donna Remedies, the Resource
Conservation and Development
(RC&D) coordinator, is the
AmeriCorps supervisorover Ned
and Mullins.

“Idon't feel [ could have accom-
plished as much in the commu-
nity since I've been here without
the girls' help,” Remedies said.
“All the members under FS are
college graduates. They could be
making a lot more money but
they chose to help here. Wegeta
lot done.”

Joel Berg, the director of Na-
tional Services for the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, visited
Winnsboro on March 30 to speak
to AmeriCorps members in the
area. He oversees 1,200
AmeriCorps members serving in
USDAanti-hunger, environmen-
tal and rural development
projects in 33 states.

“AmeriCorps is about four

things: getting things done, com-
munity, opportunity and respon-
sibility,” Berg said.

“It creates more jobs, a cleaner
environment and safer commu-
nity. You'll soon see how critical
it is to your community.”

The AmeriCorps also partici-
pated in Saturday’s Catfish Fes-
tival, where they manned a
children's booth.

Sandy Eley, alocal AmeriCorps
member who's also with the Ma-
con Ridge Economic Develop-
ment Foundation, coordinated
the booth, which included face
painting, cartoon characters and
information about farm safety,
mental health. conservation
awareness and fire safety.

The booth also featured identi-
fication cards for the children,
which will be registered with the
police station.
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Rural areas may get fire hydrants

lhpid- Pnl'hb Police J
committee took preltmin:g
steps Tuesday (o join a program
designed to bring fire hydrants to
rural areas.

Through the program, materi-
als for 35 dry hydraats would be

zrwv‘lded at no cost to the parish
Twin Valley Resource
Connruuon and Development

District in Natchitoches.’

The Police Jury would be
responsible for equly-
ment and labor the
bydrants.

Tressa K. Lantz, an
AmeriCorps participant repre-

senting the district, told jurors
that a dry hydrant is a non-pres-
surized pipe system which is per-
manently installed in a lake,
pond or stream in areas not ser-
viced by other hydrants.

These hydrants can be used as
all‘emll;n w;:;m sources for vo)-
unieer in rural
areas and also for road mainte-
nance work, she said.

If the jury agrees to take part
in the program, Twin Valley
would provide pipes, hydrant
beads and strainers for 36 sites
eround the parish, Ms. Lantz

Money for the materials is to
be provided by a grant from the

state Department of Natural
Resources,

amount of funding the state will

provide. :

Once finalized, however, the
money would be allocated to
Trailblazer Conservation and
Development District in Ruston,
which is coordinating the project

statewide,
Twin Valley is handling the
p in 28 parishes, inclad-
Mos. Lantz said.

e jury's Fire, Rural
Development and Agricultural
Affairs Comumitiee passed a reso-
lation in support of the project
and named Juror Richard
Billings, committee
coordinztor of the project for the

parish.

pn%tlig:n!’:w&'g h:nnm:ld ':‘
a e

rural and VFD fire chiefs in the

wlomwmmm

program.

He also said that the parish has
been pursuing a system of dry
hydrants for rural areas since

1992 when a map of potential
locations was put together.

Ms. Lants uphined that the
1992 program was contracted
with a different coordina
that the program has zOW been
chnted to Trailblazer,

- * In other matters, the Federal

Programs Commiftee heard a
proposal from jury President
Myron Lawson for a grass-roots,
letter-writing campaign in oppo-
sition to proposed cuts in m
funding to Job Training
Partnership Act programs and
food and nutrition programs.

Lawson sald these propoud
cuts in social programs woul
most hurt “the young, the poor
ud!he needy.”

rry Bounds, p-rm d.h-u:tw

ol JTPA programs, said the

23- pnewly elected Congress las

launched a “
Wlthlhaeﬂ:.th.ﬂ?;\'aun—
mer program coulld lose 500 to 680
joba for young pooplc. Bounds

toid jurors.

Heahopnlnhdoul that federal
funding for JTPA programs 15
years ago was $6 million. That
sum is now down to $§2 million,
and with the proposed cuts, could
fall to just over 1 million.

In light of the detrimental
impact the cuts could have to the
parish, Lawson urged other

jurors and the public to take part

tor and .

in the letter-writing campaign.
In environmental matters, tt

Grant Coordinating, Personm

and Civil Service Committe

Mrs. Moore said the city «
Pineville is in its fonrth week
a new curbside recycling pr:
gram and is averaging 11 tor
per week. This amount coul
double once commercial bus
pesses begin adding their rec

cern, Alberﬂl Roshto of tl
Tlon Environmental Actic
Commiftee read a proclamatic
from her organization before
Public Health and Lialsc
Committee

The proclamation stated th
the organization Is not anti-bu:
ness or anti industry, but that
is against any commercial ente
prise that seeks te treat, store
dispose of harardous materia
or that has to be permitted by t!
state Department
Environmental Quality fro
locating im Tioga.

In other matters, the comm
tees discussed creating a ne
Police Jury logo, giving the pre:
dent authority fo issue prociam
tions for historical evemts and
recognize owtstanding citizens.
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Pond hydrants contribute to rural protection

Louisiana’s rural population and
local government agencies have
received good news about rural road
maintenance and fire protection.

Jack McClanahan, secretary of
the Louisiana Department of Natural
Resources (DNR). has announced
the approval of $998,984 in oil over-
charge funds for the implementation
of a statewide dry hydrant project to
be coordinated by Trainblazer Inc.
of Ruston. The project will demon-
strate energy savings through
improved rural fire protection and
road maintenance with the installa-
tion of 2,000 dry hydrants through-
out the state.

As primary contractor for the
statewide dry hydrant project,

railblazer brings three years of
ied experience to the project
eir successful pilot program

completed in 1992. Approval of the
current project resulted in the com-
bined efforts of Trailblazer and
DNR and in cooperation with the
Northeast Delta, Capital, Twin
Valley and Imperial Calcasieu
RC&D councils and parish police
juries,

Twin Valley is a non-profit orga-
nization supported by federal. state
and foundation grants. The RC&D
program is designed 1o help volun-
teers at a local level identily and
work toward solving the problems
unique to their individual communi-
ties. Twin Valley RC&D area serves
eight parishes area including Caddo.
DeSoto.  Grant,  Natchitoches,
Rapides, Red River. Sabine and
Vernon.

A dry hydrant is a non-pressur-
ized pipe system permancntly

installed in existing lakes, ponds and
streams.

Properly installed. dry hydrants
can solve the problem of hauling
water over long distances by provid-
ing natural. unprocessed water for
use. The multiple benefits awarded
by dry hydrants include energy sav-
ings to consumers and road mainte-
nance departments, and improving
rural fire protection and lower fire
insurance ratings.

Improved rural fire protection is
achicved with the use of dry
hydrants by providing water from
existing sourccs.

Fire department tanker trucks
can tap these water supplics o light
rural fires and reduce the amount of
time a water tanker would spend
travelling back and forth from the
site of the fire to the originating

Dominic _Beggan and Angela Norsworthy, from left, view a dry fire
hydrant in Natchitoches Parish. Every parish in Louisiana will be
given the opportunity to install 35 hydrants.

water source. This reduction in the
amount of time taken to supply
water to rural fire fighting efforts
can reduce insurance rates in those
areas.

Walter is also a key ingredient to
maintaining gravel roads.

Using water to compact new lay-
ers of dirt or gravel makes a
smoother surface on which vehicles
can travel and increases the mileage
vehicles using the road can achieve.

Having  water available  for
extraction on-site resulted in a 50
percent reduction of driving time for
road maintenance trucks in the pilot
project.

With water trucks averaging
approximately four miles per gallon
in fuel efficiency. the use of dry
hydrants reflects substantial savings
in fuel costs,
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Cranberry project
begins Down East

MACHIAS — The first year of a
new cranberry research project
for wild mountain cranberries in
Washington County is under way,
and will include taste-testing and a
recipe and jam contest this fall.

According to Karen Bert of the
Washington County Soil and Water
Conservation District office, the
Cranberry Observation Project, or
COP Project, needs information
from all cranberry growers who
are voluntarily Ing patches
of the red berries and are willing to
do simple data collection.

The project was conceived by
Reinald Nielsen of Whiting, who
became interested in the hardy na-
tive berries after observing them
on his property. After doing some
private research, Nielsen realized
that the berry patches require lit-
tle of the intensive watering,
spraying with pesticides and fertil-
izing that other berries need.

He recently approached the Con-
servation District with the idea of
holding an informal meeting to test
public interest in the potential low-
input cash crop. In April, 33 people
attended the initial meeting at
Machias.

Nielsen has developed a packet

that contains an explanation of the
project, data collection sheets, and
background information on wild
cranberries and lingonberries. The
packets are available at the dis-
trict office in the federal building
in Machias,

This year, he will begin evaluat-
ing his own test planting of cuttings
from six different patches.

Bert, an Americorps volunteer,
said there are thousands of native
cranberry patches that could be
evaluated as Nielsen is doing in
search of the ideal strain appropri-
ate for commercial cultivation.

The data sheets will be collected
by the district this fall. They will be
used to create a baseline of infor-
mation for the year 1996, when
“best’’ plants may be located and
set out for intensive cultivation.
The information also will be used
to establish guidelines for growing
wild mountain cranberries.

This fall, the district will conduct
informal taste testings and a reci-
pe and jam contest.

. Anyone interested in the COP

Project may call Bert or District
Manager Nathan Pennell at 255
3995, or write Box 121, Machias
04654.



by Angela K. Lagasse

MADAWASKA - Gina
Jandreau of Madawaska is the
mother of a
Alex, is expecting her second
child soon and has just be-
come the proud mother of an-
other 400 babies.

Jandreau is a fourth grade
science teacher at Acadia
School in Madawaska where
400 Atlantic landlock salmon
eggs have recently been deliv-
ered. The eggs are in an incu-
bation tank which was donated

by Fraser Paper Lid. in Mada- .

waska.

Salmonid 'Coordlnalor

Amanda Smith ot Presque Isle .

delivered the eggs to

1-year old son,

ST'

JOHN VALLEY TIMES

MADAWASKA, MAINE

MARCH 8,

Acadia School fourth graders babysltt|ng4go :-

Jandreau’s classroom Jlast

week. Smith is employed by‘

Ameri-Corps. The sconsors of
this project are the Atlantic ’
Salmon Association, SALEN

and the St. John Aroostook R,

C.andD.

.A number of tanks are cur- .

rently up and running in New
Brunswick, said Smith. This is
the first one to be placed this
far north on the American side
of the border. "
According to Smith pro;ects
of this type are ongoing in
southern Maine, however,
Acadia School is the first school
north of Woodland to agree to |
participate in the project. She

_.added, "We hope to have a _

1995

tank 1n each school along ‘me “directionSon .the care of the, be'able1d het atocal sponsor

river.in the near future A

The incubation tank is a
large aquarium with circulating
water and insulation sun'ound—-

~_eggs andsacﬁy She also had
1o prepare in advance by find-

ing pebbles and boiling them

1o prepare the tank. She added,

ingthetank. The éggsaré sen- | e Night before the tank was

sitive to light, so in order for'
the students to watch the de-
velopment of the eggs, asmall
hinged window was placed in
the front of ‘the tank ‘for the ;
students to take a quack peek.

Jandreau- sand she got in-..-

volved in this project when
Smith :asked her-about it..
Jandreau said she was gladto -

" delivered 1o us, | sent my hus-"

band outside to try and dig
through the snow for afew more

pebbles to be sure I, had-

enough o

When ithey become “pinkie
Iength' ‘they will be released -

into local brooks, said Smith, *

take part. The projéct is being ' This should take place in eany

taken care of by two sc'ene.e
classes at Acadia School.
. Jandreau received much_

June. §
President of SALEN Phshp
Soucy' said Friday, *We are

delighted to bring the project of vt
introducing salmon in the Up-.
per .St John, to.school chil-

dren.” Soucy said that Fraser

“made the project possible for

Madawaska and he hopes t¢

mmeFortKentareasoon "We
would ilke {0 see a tank at the
Fort Kent Elememary School
‘butwedo needasponsorflrst

‘headded.,, ..

Smith sa)d it is deﬁnnely a
community project and a com-
munity effort. She added, “We
‘hopetohaveanincreaseinthe

' i'nunmes by next
‘The!eggs should beoorne : nearbx‘ e Y

' sacfryiinthe next three weeks. .

“year” -
The students are excrled
about the pro;ect. They are
able” - 10 witness the
" project of feleasing ‘Atlantic
Iandlocksalrrmmiome brooks
where the salmon can be en-
joyed by farmhes and tourists
inthearea,”™% -." -
Danielle Ouellene. a fourth
grade student, announced
while 3tepping up to the tank
for a quick look, “Coming soon
to a brook near you.”
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Pascagoula native serves in AeruCorpsL

Mississipp Press Stalf

Shelly  Foutz-Lowe of
Pascagoula is making a positive
difference in the lives of Natchesz
citizens through the AmeriCorps
program.

Implemented by President
Bill Clinton, AmeriCorps is a
national service initiative to
achieve resulls in addressing the
nation’s critical education,
human service, public safety and
environmental needs of the com-
munity.

Shelly is « member of the
inaugural group of AmeriCorps
participants in Mississippi. Sho
is working with the City of
Naichez planning department.

“We sat down and discussed
what programs we thought

would be best for Natchez,” .

Shelly said. “I knew [ wanted to
work with young people and
sinec Mississippi has the number
one teenage pregnancy rate in’
the nation, we decided to work’
on this 13sue.”

Not only is Shelly dealmg
with teen pregnancy prevention,
she is also working with girls
who are already pregnant.

“1 try 1o encourage them

tay in school, get their educa
{wn and get the proper prena-
tal and postnatal care,” she said.

Another obhjective 18 the
reestablishment of the YMCA in
Natchez. In 1968, the YMCA
pulled out because of racial rela-
tions. Shelly said she hopes to
bring the YMCA back into the
community and support for these
plans has been positive. She als
wants to help community orga-
nizations pursue grants.

A 1989 graduate of
Pascagoula High School, Shelly
received a bachelor of science
degree in navchology from-the
Universj outhern Missis:

uk President Bill Clinton. Shelly is working with teen

Staff Pholo/Anna Ralola
pregnancy, teen pregnancy preveniton, the reestab-
lishment of a YMCA and assisting organizations in
oblaining grants. Shelly Is one of 67 AmeriCorps
_ volunteers addressing different needs in Mississippi.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE — Shelly Foutz-Lowe of
Pascagoula is making a positive difference in
Naltchez with the AmeriCorps program initlaled by

sippi in 1993.

A professor at USM, Richard
Larkin, knew of Shelly's deep
involvement in community activ-
ities and recommended the pro-
gram to her. Shelly is one of 67
volunteers in this state working
to make rural communities bet-

Although Shelly said she was
shy in high school, she became
involved in communily activities‘l
in college. She volunteers at a
sexual assault crisis center and *
the Christian soup services in
Hattiesburg where her hushand,
Michael, is working on his doc-

torate degree in psychology at
USM.

“My passion is for people less
fortunate. I don't like to see any-
one mistreated,” Shelly said. “I
like people and want to help
them. I have a keéen interest in
young people and I'm a champi-
on for these causes.”

Shelly willivolunteer in
Natchez for about nine months,
performing 1,700 hours of com-
munity service work. For her
participation in AmeriCorps, she
is receiving a stipend of $8,000

and scholarship ragoy worth
. more than ;4,70" will go

toward paying off student loans.
She also receives travel expens-
es of $1,600 as she goes through-
out the state talking to commu-
nity leaders.

“This work does not pay an
enpormous salary, but the
rewurds are astounding,” Shelly

aid. “I get so much satisfaction

t of helping people, helping
them see their own self-worth.
[ want to let young people know
that we haven't forgotten about
them. I want them to know that

ithout them, we have no
uture.” .
. Shelly encourages others to

get inveolved in the AmeriCorps
program wljich has received lit-
tle media attention despite the -
great strides being performed in
communities across the country.
“My main objective is to let
people know this program is
available, especially the middle
clags,” she said. “We are the
guinea pigs for this program. I'm,
breaking my neck to let people
know because if the politicians in
Washington cut this program
out, then I hope everyane in this
state gets a clear message, that
these politicians don't care any-
thing about the middle class.

“This program is for all class-
es of people, but mainly for the
middle class. Without it, [ would
still be paying off my student
loans. Everyone always has

Rsomething to auy about the
ident, but at 'least, he cares

anough to try to help our edu-

cation,” Shelly said.

The program is designed for
high school graduates who want
to take a break before starting
college, undergraduates who
might want to lake a year off
between years of college to find
out what direction they want to
pursue and for college graduates
who can use the scholarship
money to pay off student loans or
to use for graduate school,
Shelly said she is even encour-
aging her two younger brothers
to become involved in the pro-
gram, sponsorod through the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.
“The more people we get
involved in the program, the
more money we will get from the
government,” Shelly said.
“There’s a Jot of potential in this
state and ] get sick and tired of
reading and watching television
about how bad it is here, when |

See AMERICORPS, v.
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Fire program seeks

By Sandra Nettles

Stall Writer

Reducing fire losses und in-

surance rates in rural arcas is the |

goal, and identifying water sour-
ces throughout the county is the
first step.

Canetti O'Brien, coordinator
for the AmeriCorps Rural Fire
Protection program, asked the

ite County Board ol Supor-
_?f;_rum‘gmmm%—

lifying ponds, streams and other
water sources throughout the

“counly thatean beused by rursl-
fire !

epartments to fill tanker
trucks. O'Brien, whe worka with
Southwoest Mississippi Rosource
Conservation and Development
in Brookhaven, said the
menorp v goutvto-
improve rural fire protectivn and
reduce fire insurance ratee for
rural residents, |

Amite help

“I's really a grass rools ellort
to get local ﬁraﬁghtora to go in
their districts and find waler lo
uge. Then we can coordinete with
the county,” she eaid. Sho ex-
plained that once water sources
are found the supervieors will be
asked to provide hard surface ac-
cess roada to the bodies of water. -

O'Brien invited the board to at-
tend a meeling on the matter
scheduled for Monday evening.
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- AmeriCorps pro

gram may bring

sewer improvements to Bolivar

ot suivig
Bolivar County may soon be

seeing npeded developments and
Impdovements in ryraf sewer sys.

temy, thanks to the sforts of those
bohind ' the new  federg)
AmecICorps program.

;ﬂak{ -Rlchard, Boljvar
Counly-dtsa . ember ‘of the
AtneriCorps piogram, expidined.
that the program wAl] be Used to
help.pinpolnt funds for and assist
in: the development of 3 “rural

- dwer system In the county.

The program, which fs President
Chnton's natlonal 'sarvice jaitia.
Uve' intended 1o addregs the
- natlon's éducation, human servies,
public. safety and eavironmentsl

Stnton subdivision wes| of
Clsveland), Hilfs and Egst Bo
subdivisions In Boyle, Sheiby
Farms, 1ssac Danlcly 8:%division
of Mound Bayou and Hogan sub.
division of Mound Bayou *
thhlrd_exph!ned that he and
Andrea Clark of Qleveland, the
other team membar of the county
AmeriCorps program, will bs
working with the_ Balivar County

Board of Supervisors to ascertain - county for the sewer sysiem.

money for & rural sewer yyz'e=,

needs ab the local levpl, alao calls

 forthe im rovement of living eon.-
“ditlors through urban forestry,

according to Mformation glven by
d.. -

: ; .
‘However, Richsrd noted, -the
program will ‘jnitially focus ohly
of -cblaffiing lichnical agslstance
- with sural sewage syptems in the
eoufty.
.- Kight:now, we'l just be work.

ngion: the ‘sewei systims

- Richard said: “We'ré fooking at ‘.

but the {ob of determining which
ares will be designated 1o receive
the system will be loft up to super-
visors,

Area evaluation surveys have

- already bean: condueted In' the

sforemenifoned - areps, sald
Richard, sdding that M expects to
meet with supervisors *In the nex(

“couple of weaks” to see If they

hava settled on o target srea In the

‘Clarence Pinley. ‘of Greenville,
coordinator with the Northwest
Misslssippl ' Resource
Consarvation and Development
Area (RCD) In Siwoneville, con-
firmed that the AmeriCorps pro-
&am will focus on rural sewer Syse
tems, 5

“We are¢ » nonprofit organtzation
basad iq the Jlr:ﬁm‘ppi Delta,”
explalned Finley, who supervises

d and Qark. “We ar¢ partic-

‘lpaﬂng in'the Am«iCorps'gogilnm
srvice,

with the US. Rorest
which . is funding the program

through RCD."



THE BELZONI BANNER
BELZONI, MISSISSIPPI
FEBRUARY 1. 1995

_:‘re.h AND

STORYTELLING TO CLASS
. The local Americorp
USDA  Anti-Hunger i
8 & nutrition péision : Oh
ednem&é‘.lmuuy 28, 1993 m
the 1da mentary
Schoo! in Belzoni, A captive
gudiencé of 37 students in Miss
Roalﬁmilh's third clu:
Watched six corps mem presen
: Lonely Peanut Buttet
Sandwich" skit. In the skit, a $fnall
'boy learns to add variety and mdre
hutrition to his regular lunch, a
— patitit batlér sandwich gnd mitk.
Li dietitian Stephanie Gil-
Hiote, - Mid-Delta  Home
Health, thiked to the mglm about
6 habits the food
.. Gllmore also told a
Efightful and informative lh'.;? of
the "Nuti Bird". A hero, the Nutia
Bird 844 hbalthy foolds dmd
‘etcouragéd others to be like him in
Obdet to live better and longer in
his kingdot.
This session was the second of the
Anti-Hufiger nutrition workshops
béln he!d in Humphreys and
Sunflowet - counties to promots
good natritidh and hedlth. -
For' MM informatioh  about
Ameﬂem and the Anti-Hun
team, cofhe to 202 N. Hayden St.,
?;(!stml. MS or call (601) 247.
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Special Week
Honors Earth

County Executive Jaycee
Rawlings recently signed a
proclamation declaring the
week of April 15-22 “Celebrate
the Earth” week in Humphreys
County.

Rawlings said, “The obser-
vance of this week not only
marks the 60th anniversary of
the Soil Conservation Service
and the 25th anniversary of
Earth Day, but recalls to us as
Humphreys Countians the mis-
sion we have to conserve our
natural resources.”

The AmeriCorps members
and staff of Humphreys Soil
Conservation District, in co-
operation with the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service
are continuing the theme
Rawlings set for the week by
hosting “Celebrate the Earth,”
an environmental field day at
Blue Creek Nature Center in
Waverly.

Celebrate the Earth is being
held in conjunction with “A
Celebration of the Land,” a
month-long observance by the
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service. The event will
take place April 20-21. Ap-
proximately 1,000 third
through sixth graders from lo-
cal schools will be treated to a
day at the event. However, the
publicisinvited to attend from
2:30-5 p.m. on April 20.

A variety of local industries,
and state and federal agencies
thatdeal with the conservation
of natural resources will be
present withhands-ondisplays
and activities.

Likewise, the hiking trails
and nature exhibit room of the
Blue Creek Nature Center will

» be open to visitors. Special

guests Ruby Raindrop and
Sammy Soil will be on hand to
greet visitors at the center.
Come out to Blue Creek Na-
ture Center, located at the

‘Humphreys Agriculture Cen-

ter, to begin your celebration
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Homebuyers
workshop set

Mississippi County EOC will
conduct a low-income, first-ime
homebuyers workshop from 6 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. Monday and each suc-
cessive Monday through March 27.

The workshops will be at the
Blytheville Neighborhood Center,
202 W. Main St

Facilitators for the program are
Sandra Smith, MCAEOC housing
counselor, and Johnnie Campbell,
AmenCorps/RECDS member.
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AmeriCorps members b_egin" working

for USDA Soil Conservation Service

* Three AmenCorps members have
begun service with the Soil
Conservation Service (SCS) in
Lewiston.

Mark Kunz, District
Conservationist, Lewiston SCS,
announced that Michael Aho of
Moorchead, Linda Dahl of Lewiston,
and Shelly Eckblad of Red Wing
began their service on OcL 3.

They are among 20 AmeriCorps
mecmbers selected to work with the
USDA SCS in Minnesow for onc
year. _

Aho and Dahl will be located in
Lewiston, and Eckblad will be in
Rochester. Kunz said the members
will be .working on a project
designed to improve the water
quality of the- Whitewater River
Watcrshed through public
participation to include improved
nutnent and pesticide management
within the watershed boundaries,

Gary Nordstrom, State
Conservauonist, SCS in St. Paul,
said AmecriCorps is an cxciting
opportunity to help us get things
done with people in the community.
"A lot of pcople competed for our 20
AmeriCorps positions. We wil
demand quality work from them, just
as if they were SCS federal
cmployees, and I do expect them 1o
be visible to the people in the
community.” SCS AmeriCorps

embers will wear either a cap, tec-
hirt, swcatshirt or pin with the
AmcniCorps logo on it for

idcntification, &
AmeriCorps is*Picsident Clinion's
national service program, a domestic
Peace Corps of 20,000 members.
SCS AmcriCorps members will
work 1,700 hours and receive a
living allowance and an educational
granL
The 20 USDA SCS AmeriCorps
members  in Minnesota  are
headquartered out of five project sites
and will be working on six.diffcrent
nawral resource projects.. - <=

27TRE projects’ focus oh Watershed
public participation in Lewiston and
Cloquet; conservation outrcach and
trails promotion in Twin Valley;
grassland and pasture management in
Rochester; and "animal waste
management in Thief River Falls.
For more information about
AmenCorps, contact any local office
of the USDA SCS. Their offices are

located” in county scat towns

throughout Minnesota.
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AmeriCorps members begin work
with Soil Conservation Service

LEWISTON, Minn. — Four AmeriCorps members includ-
ing Shelly Eckblad of Red Wing have started work with the
U.S. Soil Conservation Service. They are among 20 Ameri-
Corps members selected to work in Minnesota for one
year. They will be working on a project designed to
improve water quality of the Whitewater River Watershed
including improved nutrient and pesticide management.
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200 farmers eligible
for WQIP payments

By Jason Abraham
Winona Oaiy News

About 200 farmers in the Middle
Branch of the Whitewater River
watershed are eligible for incen-
tve payments through a new
Water Quality [ncentive Program
(WQIP) set to begin this winter.

Farmers in Winona, Watasha
and Olmsted counties are inciud-
ed in the program, which was ap-
proved Dy the USDA-Agricuitural
Stabilizadon and Conservadon
Service (ASCS), recenty re
named the Farm Service Agency
(FSA).

According to a press release,
the goal of the program is o re-
duce the amount of poiluton an-
tering the river from agricultural
pollutants. Incentive payments
are reimbursement for “me and
eqguipment that might te neces-
sary to implement the zew tech-
niques.

Under the program. farmers
will develop three-vear manage-
ment plans for practces that in-
clude pesdcide, ferdiizer and
agricultural waste management.
Members of AmeriCorps, the pub-
lic service group formed by the
Clirton adminszation, will assist
farmers with the

aspects of their maragement
pians. _
Linda Dahl, an AmeriCorps

memper, said they will heip
farmers come up with their own
management plans, whica will in-
clude projects like specialized
crop rotadon, contour farming
methods and Hllage methods. No
sauctural projects — like dams
— will be funded through WQIP.
Payments will be made to
farmers based on what manage-

ment practces need to be imple-

T Participation

Grmstect counties: Any fammm

: land user in:the Middle: Branc"zs

© of the-Whitewater River 0

. watsrshed: is encsuraged *o

amfy :

Further infarmation: Ccmac:

~ Linda Dant or Mike Ahc. 323~ -
i 2171,

techrnical.

mented and the extent to which
they are applied. WQIP payments
will' be limited to $3.300 per’ year
for'a maximum of three vears.

Dani said a 1989 survey of resi-
dents in the Whitewater River
watershed asked pardcpants if|
they feit there was a water qual- |
ity problem and if they would|
participate in programs t.ha:
would address these problems. .
Fifty percent resgoncded to the
survey and 80 percent of the re-
sponses were positive.

A somewhat simiiar program in
Rochester that involved residents |
in the Zumbro River watershed
had good resuits for the past sev-
eral vears, Dahi said.

“We’'re hoping for a similarly
good response with the Middle
Branch project and rom the sur-
vey, it looks like we'll get it,”
Dahl said.

Any farmers interesiad in par-
ticipating in the program can sub-
mit an appiication during a sign-
up period, which ends at 4:30
p.m. Dec. 9 at the ASCS office in
Lewiston.
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AmeriCorps members begin
service with USDA soil conservation

Three AmeriCorps members
have begun service with the Soil
Conservation Service (SCS) in
Lewiston. Mark Kunz, District
Conservationist, Lewiston SCS,
announced that Michael Aho of
Moorhead, Linda Dahl of Lewiston,
and Shelly Eckblad of Red Wing
began their service on October 3.
They are among 20 AmeriCorps
members selected to work with the
USDA SCS in Minnesota for one

Aho and Dahl will be located
in Lewiston, and Eckblad will be in
Rochester Kunz said the members
will be working on a project
designed to improve the water
quality of the Whitewater River
Watershed through public
participation to include improved
nutrient and pesticide management
within the watershed boundaries.

Gary Nordstrom, State
Conservationist, SCS in St Paul,
said “AmeriCorps is an exciting
opportunity to help us get things
done with people in the
community. A lot of people
competed for our 20 AmenCorps
positions. We will demand quality
work from them, just as if they
were SCS federal employees, and [

do expect them to be visible to the
people in the community.” SCS
AmeriCorps members will wear
either a cap, tee-shirt, sweatshirt or
pin with the AmeriCorps logo on it
for identification.

AmeriCorps is President
Tlinton’s national service program,
a domestic Peace Corps of 20,000
members.

SCS AmeriCorps members
will work 1,700 hours and receive a
living allowance and an educational
grant.

The 20 USDA SCS
AmeriCorps members in Minnesota
are headquartered-out of five project
sites and will be working on six
different natural resource projects.
The projects focus on watershed
public participation in Lewiston
and Cloquet; conservation outreach
and trails promotion in Twin
Valley; grassland and pasture
management in Rochester; and
animal waste management in Thief
River Falls.

For more information about
AmeriCorps, contact any local
office of the USDA SCS. Their
offices are located in county seat
towns throughout Minnesota.
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What do you do with a soil survey?

This is the first in a series of
stories on the Polk County Soi
Survey. 7

By Brian Krzmarzick
AmeriCrops_member -

The Polk County Soil Survey
was completed last fall. With
spring here, this is a good time to
think about why the soil survey
was taken and how it can be used.

Many people have only a vague
idea of what soils information can
be used for; others frequently use
the survey information. Patty
Wright-Koll, soil scientist for

Polk County, says that “appraisers

top the list in the number of

_ requests, but inquiries have come

in from environmental consulting
groups, engineering firms and the

- Department of Energy.” ——

According to Wright-Koll,
some private citizens and farmers
who are interested in finding out
more about the land they own or
are thinking of purchasing have
requested soil maps. These
examples, of course, do not
include the daily use of soils maps
by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (formerly the

Soil Conservation Service) or the

Soil and Water Conservation
District.

A published Soil Survey
-usually contains about 200 pages
of maps, aerial photographs, tables
and soil descriptions. This may
seem a bit overwhelming to the
average citizen but ease in using
the survey is readily realized. The
information that the Soil Survey
encompasses ranges from soil
textures to available water

capacity.

. Some of the data that is
available from the survey includes

crop information, such as expected
fertility levels, yields and ratings
for suitability for farming. There
are also charts within the survey
that rate the different soil types for
the suitability for land
development and structures, such

as buildings, ponds, septic
systems or landfills.
History

Soil surveys were first

published in the United States
during the late 1800's. A renewed

_interest in the importance of soils

began during the dust bowl era of
See SURVEY, page 5.

SURVEY

Continued from page 1

the 1930s. It was discovered that
certain soil types blow or wash
away more easily than others.
During this period of discovery the
Soil Conservation Service was
established and the mapping of
different soils types was increased.

The first mapping of Polk
County began in the early 1930s
by a Russian-born soil scientist.

-.C.C. Nikiforoff, working for the

United States Department of

Agriculture (USDA) in
cooperation with the University of
Minnesota - —Agricultural

Experiment Station, published the
Red River Valley Reconnaissance
Survey in 1939. The book
contains generalized soil maps of
seven Minnesota counties (Kittson
to Traverse counties) adjacent to
the Red River.

In the 1950s to the 1970s,
more mapping was completed in
scattered areas of Polk County on
an as-nee'ed basis for conservation
planning. Over the years the
concepts of mapping have
changed. The classification
systems have evolved with new
methods and discoveries. The soils
do not change (unless eroded) but
our way of looking at them does.

In April of 1983, an agreement
was signed to map all of Polk
County. In August of ‘83, Project
Leader, Al Giencke and a limited
crew began mapping. Over the
years there was a large tumover of
crew and Giencke turned over the
project to Charles Saari in 1985.
With the help of more than 20
people over 10 years, the project
was completed in early fall of
1994, 3

Of the extensive crew that
worked to compete the project,
tow rain for the finishing details.
Barry Hunyadi, who joined the
group in 1988, and Patty Wright-
Koll, who came in 1992, still
work in the soil survey office in
Crookston. Both of them are
working to make sure the survey

- information is correct before its

printing. .

As is true for most of the
country, almost all counties in
Minnesota have either been
mapped or are in the process of
being mapped. Over the years,
Minnesota has developed a unified
soils mapping system so that all
soil surveys within the state use

the same lecgend and soil
descriptions.
Soil survey books, when

published, will be available free of
charge at the NRCS office. The
Polk County survey is expected to
be published within the next
several years. An interim report
should be available sooner.

In the region, soil survey books
have already been published for
Pennington, Kittson and Norman
counties.

ISSUEST f;
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JACOBSMA IS AMERICORPS VOLUNTEER AT SCS-David Jacob-
sma of Luverne will be working at the Soil Conservation Service
(SCS) in Warren as a volunteer with the AmeriCorps project. He will

be helping inform the public about the SCS.

— Sheaf Photo

David Jacobsma Begins His
AmeriCorps Service With SCS

David Rose, district conservationist
with t.ie U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) Soil Conservation Ser-
vice (SCS) in Warren, announces David
Jacobsma of Luverne began his Ameri-
Corps service October 3 and is located
in the Warren office. He is among 20
AmeriCorps members selected to
work with the USDA SCS in Min-
nesota now through August 1995,

Rose said Jacobsma will be work-
ing on a project designed to provide
comnunity service by helping inform
people about the SCS. He began his
service with a USDA SCS Ameri-
Corps orientation program October 3-
7 in St. Paul.

SCS AmeriCorps members will be
highly visible. They will wear eitber
a cap, T-shirt, swealtshirt or pin that
shows the AmeriCorps logo, "We get
things done.”

Gary Nordstrom, state conserva-
tionist in St. Paul, said, "AmeriCorps
is an exciting opportunity to help us
get things done with people in the com-
munily. A lot of people competed for
our 20 AmeriCorps positions. We will
demand quality work from them, just
as if they were federal SCS employ-

ees and [ do expect them to be visible
to the people in the community."

AmeriCorps represents President
Clinton’s fulfillment of a campaign
pledge to create a national service pro-
gram, a domestic Peace Corps of 20,000
AmeriCorps members.

The SCS AmeriCorps members will
work 1,700 hours during their service
time, will receive a living allowance
between $7,660 and $12,000 and each
member successfully completing his
service requirements will be awarded
a $4,725 educational grant.

Minnesota’s USDA SCS 10 Ameri-
Corps members are headquartered out
of five projects sites and will be work-
ing on'six different natural resource
projects. The projects focus on water-
shed public participation in Cloquet
and Lewiston, conservation oulreach
and trails promotion in Twin Valle %
grassland and pasture management in
Rochester and animal waste manage-
ment in Thief River Falls.

For more information about Afmeri-
Corps, contact any local office of the
USDA SCS. Their offices are located
in county seat cities throughout Min-
nesola.

WARREN SHEAF
WARREN, MINNESOTA
OCTOBER 19, 1994
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Students part of Clinton’s pilot program

AmeriCorps
lends funds
for services

By Craig McEwen
The Forum

TWIN VALLEY, Minn - Fargoan
Jelf York was preparing to enroll
for (lasses at Moorhead State Uni

- versity when a
. brochure
caught his eye

It was seek
ing applicants
for Amerl
Corps, the
national com-
munity service
program that
President Clin-
ton calls the
most prized
achievement of his administra:
Lon

A key Incentive is the $4.725 In
college tunion that the six month:
old program offers its workers

Participants, 17 years and older,
commit 1o 11 months of commu
nily service - 40 hours per week -
tor which they earn near mini
mum wage salaries in addition 1o
the tuition allowance

Already. the U5 House of Repre
sentatives wants (o cutl the $500
million AmeriCorps budget by
two thirds Five workers stationed
at Twin Valley have mixed feel
ings about that

They are among 20,000 natlon-
wide and 20 in Minnesota who
joined AmeriCorps when It began
last September

Yuork, a 26 year old MSU junior
majoring in  political science,

Clinton

admits that the tuition prod
hooked him

But he also wanted the job
experience that the program

would provide =1 thought nt would
be really benelicial to do some
thing hike this.” York says, “as far
as other opportunities that would
he creared -

l's the college stipend that
Kathy Musch. a North Dakota State
University zoology graduate, also
found atraclive

But Musch, 22, also wanted to
do conservation outreach work
since her college emphasis was in
wildlife and fisheries blology

“I've gained a lot of experience

-y

AmeriCorps workers (from left) Jeff York, Holly Sirjord, Kelly Engen, Aaron Neubert and Kathy Musch

ational Trail near Twin Valley, Minn.

through i1,” she says

Much of the Twin Valley roup’s
effort Involves promoting the 32-
mile, Agassiz Recreational Trail
that is being bullt on an anban
doned rallroad bed between Ulen
and Fertile, Minn.

The multt uge trail will have two
levels: the upper tier for snowmo-
biling, hiking. biking and bird
watching and the lower for snow
shoeing, skiing, dog sledding and
horseback riding

Other projects include promot
ing area tourism, seeking grants
for a city park and planning a
walking trail in Ada, Minn . help
ing with a water screening project
Iin Halstad, Minn . promoting the
planting of trees alony state high
ways 10 eliminate snow drifts and
soll erosion.

Holly Sirjord, 20, Gary, Minn
attended North Dakota State Uni
versity for one year and hopes 10
go back after a sunt with Ameri
Corps.

.4

*1 Just hope that this experlence
will help me with other jobs in the
future,” she says

Sirjord Is working with the Mah
nomen, Minn . Chamber of Com-
merce and Mahnomen County to
promote tourism

Among her projects is the devel
opment of a map that will high-
light the Agassiz Trail as well as
area resorts, the Shooting Star
Casino in Mahnomen and other
tourist spots The map, she says,
will be distributed by area busi-
nesses

Aaron Neubert, a 22 yearold
Bemid)i State University graduate
from Mahnomen, is using his
mass communications skills to
promote the trail

Neubert, whose college concen-
tration was in broadcasting, is
helping produce a promotional
video for the Agassiz Trall. “That
will be a preny big project We
want it 1o be pretty professional *
he says

A

He is also helping Ada commu-
nity leaders update a city develop-
ment video.

AmeriCorps is a good program
for more than one reason, he says

“We're trying to bring economic
development to small communi-
ties around here,* Neubert says.
“If we weren't here, nobody would
be doing it.”

Gary native Kelly Engen, 23, was
previously in charge of the Nor-
man County Sotl and Water Con-
servalion District’s tree program

Now an AmeriCorps worker,
Engen Is asking local landowners
to set aside land for planting trees
- or what he calls a "living snow
fence” - along Highway 200, west
of Ada

The Norman County Soil and
Water Conservation District, he
says, will begin planting about
1,500 trees in May along the first
three-mile stretch of the project

Engen, who had completed 1'n
years at Northland Community

T
i- l

CRAIG MCEWEN /The Forum
stand along the Agassiz Recre-

College in Thief River Falls, Minn ,
majoring in conservation law,
says the grant will help pay the
remainder of his education costs
when he returns 1o school

Musch says she thinks the
AmeriCorps program should be
continued a second year because
it provides a benefit 10 small com-
munities

*I think it's a good program
especially for people who have to
take out loans for college,” says
Sirjord

York, from a political science
standpoint, agrees that federal
budget cuts should be considered

I can see the concern in budget
increases because this would
potentially be another billion dol
lar program,” he says

But those who want 10 cut
AmeriCorps funding. he says,
shouldn’t go in there “hacking
away” without taking a close look
at what the program has accom
plished
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Americorps members help
soil conservation efforts

Americorps. a national semice
program started by President Clin-
on. 15 up and runmns with feur
members working in the Soif Con
e alion Senvice in southeastiemn
Minnesous

The four members ar working
tin the U'S Departmen o Agri-
culture's Soil Consermation Ser.
vice offices 1n Lewrston and
Rochester

Michael Aho of Moorhead, Linda
Dahl of Lewiston and Shelly Eck-
blad of Red Wing are working in
the Lewiston ofTice on 3 project
designed to improve the water
quality of the Whitewater River
Watershed through pubiic partic-
ipation in the effont

Tracy Guthmiiller of Fairmont 1s
warking in Rochestor to help
!mprove the forage and grassiand
base. improve water quality and
increase profitabiliy of agricul-
ture while enhancing the envi-
ronment

The Soil Consenation Sence
In Minnesota has 20 students
involved with It through Amen:-
corps. which has been called a
domestic Peace Comps

The Southeastern Minnesota Ini-
tiative Fund, Mankato State Uni-
versity and Winona State Univer-
sity are administering the program,
and held a ceremony today
announcing its stant
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Buildings at county
fairgrounds to be painted

The AmeriCorps Rural Develop-
ment Team last week announced
one of its community service pro-
jects for the month of May will be
to paint buildings at the Norman
County Fairgrounds at Ada.

Ten Northwest Minnesota Ameri-
Corps members, along with three
North Dakota AmeriCorps mem-
bers, will be painting the buildings
from 9 to 4 oclock on Thursday,
May 11th. The Norman County Fair
Board will furnish the supplies for
the services and a few volunteers
for the day.

Volunteers are welcome to help.
Any interested organizations or
individuals should contact the Twin
Valley AmeriCorps members  at

(218) 584-8205.

AmeriCorps is the new domestic
Peace Corps created by President
Clinton and Congress to engage
Americans of all backgrounds in
direct service to their communities
in exchange for an educational ben-.
efit that can be used to pay for col-
lege, job training, Or to repay st~
dent loans.

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture is operating three types of
AmeriCorps teams composed of
approximately 1,200 members serv-
ing 38 states nationwide: an Anti-
Hunger Team, a Public Lands and
Environment Team, and a Rural
Development Team.
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AmeriCorps applies for
heritage center grant

USDA Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS), former-
ly Soil Conservation Service
(SCS), AmeriCorps members an-
nounced today information about
their recent progress.

The Twin Valley AmeriCorps
members assigned to help coordi-
nate the Agassiz Recreational Trail
(AR.T.) have submitted a grant for
an Information Heritage Center in
Twin Valley. This would be a repli-
ca of the old Twin Valley depot and
would be built along the AR.T.
The Information Heritage Center
would house 24-hour restrooms for
trail users. 7

For community service projects,
all 12 AmeriCorps members in
NW Minnesota, participated in the
Crookston: Clean-Up on November
Sth. Along with area volunteers,
the AmeriCorps members picked
up litter on the two main one-way
streets.

On November 15th the Ameri-
Corps members received wind and
waler erosion training in Red Lake
Falls, from area District Conserva-
tionists Dave Dombusch and
Randy Huelskamp. This training
also touched on some of the formu-
las used to measure crop residue
loss.

Of the funds appropriated from
the Minnesota State Lottery by the
LCMR (Legislative Commission
on Minnesota Resources) for the
Agassiz Recrcational Trail, there

was an allocation for the establish-
ment of a walking trail in the city
of Ada. AmeriCorps AR.T, coordi-
nators are helping the City of Ada
develop a plan of work, so con-
struction on the Ada Trail - can
begin this spring, -

The AR.T. Citizens Advisory
Board chose Shelley Johnson of
Twin Valley as the winner of the
AR.T. Logo contest. She will re-
ceive a $50 savings bond. :

On November 23 the Ameri-
Corps members went through a
team building rope course at the
MSU Regional Science Center.
Each member went through a series
of low rope courses and one high
rope course. The emphasis of the
day was setting individual goals

.and accomplishing those goals

through teamwork.

. The Conservation Ouu'each
members have been working on
organizing a Crop Residue
Alliance for their respective coun-
ties. An initial letter of contact has
been put together along with a list
of area agri-businesses. In the com-
ing months, the AmeriCorps mem-
bers working on this project will be
going to these businesses 1o discuss
the potential contributions they can
make. Also, they will be l:ravchng
to the landowners of priority living
snowfence land and discussing the
potential of their land for the plant-
ing of trees for the living snow-
fence project.
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AmeriCorps members begin
service with USDA soil conservation

Three AmeriCorps members
have begun service with the Soil
Conservation Service (SCS) in
Lewiston. Mark Kunz, District
Conservationist, Lewiston SCS,
announced that Michael Aho of
Moorhead, Linda Dahl of Lewiston,
and Shelly Eckblad of Red Wing
began their service on October 3.
They are among 20 AmeriCorps
members selected to work with the
USDA SCS in Minnesota for one

Aho and Dahl will be located
in Lewiston, and Eckblad will be in
Rochester Kunz said the members
will be working on a project
designed to improve the water
quality of the Whitewater River
Watershed through public
participation to include improved
nutrient and pesticide management
within the watershed boundaries.

Gary Nordstrom, State
Conservationist, SCS in St. Paul,
said “AmeriCorps is an exciting
opportunity to help us get things
done with people in the
community. A lot of people
competed for our 20 AmeriCorps
positions. We will demand quality
work from them, just as if they
were SCS federal employees, and [

do expect them to be visible to the
people in the community.” SCS
AmeriCorps members will wear
either a cap, tee-shirt, sweatshirt or
pin with the AmeriCorps logo on it
for identification.

AmeriCorps is President
Tlinton's national service program,
a domestic Peace Corps of 20,000
members.

SCS AmeriCorps members
will work 1,700 hours and receive a
living allowance and an educational
grant.

The 20 USDA SCS
AmeriCorps members in Minnesota
are headquartered-out of five project
sites and will be working on six
different natural resource projects.
The projects focus on watershed
public participation in Lewiston
and Cloquet; conservation outreach
and trails promotion in Twin
Valley; grassland and pasture
management in Rochester; and
animal waste management in Thief
River Falls.

For more information about
AmeriCorps, contact any local
office of the USDA SCS. Their
offices are located in county seat
towns throughout Minnesota.
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AmeriCorps members here improve
environment and promote tourism

Five members of the USDA Nat-
wral Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) Raral
Development Team In Twin Valley
announced that in their last few
maonthg of service they have mads
significant  progress  improvi
wikilife habitats, promoting
tourism and providing conservation
?uutac.h by designing living snow
ences,

Ameri works with Lhe
Agassiz Wildlife Refuge in order to
provide Habilats for Ir&als. con-
structing brugh ings for various
wildlife. The AmhgngCorps members
also worked with the Snowdrifiers
Snowmobile Clab in Thief River
Falls 1o belp prepare for the Iron
Man 250 saowmobile race. Other
community service projects include
Give Waler A 'Hand waler screen-

ing peoject in Halstad, and helping
sc% goand staffing an AmcriCorps
booth at the Red River Valley Win-
ter Shows in Crwkswbr:

AmeriCorps members workin
on the Agassiz Recreational Tmﬁ
(AR.T.) project have completed an
A.RT, pre-brochure and are devel-
oping a Mahnomen County tourism
brochure. They are also preparing &
granl for a cily park i Ada, and
working on the plans for the Ada
walking wail. The Amen
members have received a grant for
$200 from Polaris to help with the -
promotion of AR.T.

AmeriCorps members working
on the Conservation Quireach pro-
ject have constructed a working
Living Snow Fence Mode! (0 better
demonstrate a need for such a pro-
gim.Auvh(;Fmowfmismcor
many rows of trees planied along a
roadway to siop snow from drifung
across. Members akso organized 2
tillage demonstration to be held in

late August of this year. Ameri-

Corps has received $3,000 from the
Minnesota De ent of Trans-
portation and §1,500

from the Watershed Advisory
Group to help with both of these
projects. )

AmeriCorps is the new domestic
Pexce Corps created by President
Clinton and Congress to engaj¢
Americans of all backgrounds
direct service to their communities
in exchange for an educational ben-
ofit al can b used w pay fof col-
fege, job waming, o to repay back
studeat loans.

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture is sponsoring three types of
AmenCorps teams composed of.
approximately 1,200 members ser-
ving 38 states nationwide: an Anti-
Hunger Team, a Public Lands and
Environment Team, and a Rural
Development Team,
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Down East

By Clayton Beal
Of the NEWS Staft

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture has awarded the state a grant
to fund 20 positions in the Ameri-
Corps National Service project, in-
ding eight jobs in Washington
unty to benefit cranberry
growers, staff a clam hatchery and
conduct water quality studies.

The total cost of the ACNS proj-
ect beginning in September is ex-
pected to be about $500,000. In
addition to a federal grant of more
than $300,000, several participating
government agencies will provide
matching funds for the overall
project. Each agency will be ex-
pected to contribute about $1,800
toward each position funded with a
stipend of $12,000.

AmeriCorps is President Clin-
ton’s national service initiative
that allows people to earn college
or vocational school scholarships
or credit to pay off existing educa-
tional loans while performing criti-
cal service to meet human,
environmental, public safety and
educational needs.

ny Maine citizen, age 17 or old-
is eligible to apply for one of the

positions. The program will re-
quire applicants to have at least
two years of college course work.
There is no maximum or minimum
family income requirement. Appli-
cations will be accepted until Aug.
5.

Those hired under the service
program will work one year, earn-
ing $12,000. Those with a minimum
of 1,700 hours of service, also will
receive an educational award
worth $4,725.

Dana Nelson, coordinator for the
bi-county Down East Resource and
Development agency at Cherry-
field, prepared the grant applica-
tion on behalf of several
participating organizations. He
said Friday that the grant was ap-
proved by the AmeriCorp
Foundation.

“Twenty positions will be funded
statewide, eight in the Down East
RC&D area. The Washington Coun-
ty Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
trict will have two water quality
coordinators; The University of
Maine at Machias and the Beals
Island Regional shellfish Hatchery
at Beals will have five positions;
and there will be one cranberry
coordinator position working out of

AmeriCorps grant to fund
|8 jobs in Washington County

the Down East RC&D office in
Cherryfield,” he explained. “We
were very fortunate to receive
eight positions in Washington
County.”

The cranberry industry in Wash-
ington and Hancock counties will
benefit from the enhancement of
an Integrated Crop Management
Program for growers. Nelson said
the cranberry coordinator would
work out of Cherryfield.

Nathan Pennell, office manager
for the Washington County S&WCD
office at Machias, said one of the
two water quality coordinators
would perform water quality stud-
ies on the St. Croix River water-
shed at Calais. The other
coordinator would study the Chan-
dler River watershed in the Jones-
boro region, and would implement
a coastal water quality monitoring
program from Roque Bluffs to Ad-
dison. The studies will include rec-
ommendations favoring water
protection and pollution cleanup.

Five ACNS peositions will be uti-
lizeu by the shellfish hatchery at
Beals. They will be involved in a
variety of hatchery operations, in-
cluding experimental research on
clam beds.
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Volunteers in AmeriCorps Help Cultivate,
@:cserve Natural Resources in Downeast Area

By Mary ANNE CLancy

CHERRYFIELD—Washington
County’s eight AmeriCorps vol-
unteers are leaving their mark
on everything from cranberries
to logging practices to seed
clams.

Most of them like their posi-
tions so much that they are
thinking of signing up for an-
other year if Congress funds
President Bill Clinton's national
service initative.

A repeat performance would
be just fine with the staff of the
three Washington County pro-
grams to which they are as-
signed. The AmeriCorps volun-
teers have helped those
programs extend their services
in times of reduced funding and
overextended staff.

In Washington County, the
AmeriCorps positions are geared
to water quality and community
outreach. As part of 20 Ameri-
Corps positions under USDA's
Soil Conservation Service, the
eight workers are assigned to the
Washington County Soil & Water
Conservation District, the Down
East Resource Conservation &
Development Council (RC&D),
and the Beals Island Regional
Shellfish Hatchery.

lunteers have also made
th ence known in high
sc ross the county. Stu-
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Five of Washington County's AmeriCorps volunteers gathered to
discuss their water quality projects at the Down East RC&D in
Cherryfield recently. From left to right are Mark Chellis, Teresa
Simeone, Jane Lamson, Robert Klimas, and Barbara CofTey.

dents from Lubec, Eastport,
Calais, Washington Academy,
Narraguagus, and Jonesport-
Beals contribute to an environ-
nental newsletter. The students
at Jonesport-Beals and at
Machias Memorial High School
are producing a video on water
quality. Jonesport-Beals students

are helping state agencies and
town selectmen conduct a shore
survevy that could result in the
opening of closed clam flats in
their communities.

The AmeriCorps volunteers
also go into the classroom, talk-
ing to students about water qual-
ity. This summer, they'll offer a

teacher training program on wa-
ter quality issues.

The volunteers say their expe-
riences have been positive. In ad-
dition to earning money to pay
for their college educations or
pay back student loans, the on-
the-job training is helping with
career deéi:isir:;:h ;

Karen M of Bucksport is
tfe cranberry water quality coor-
dinator working with the RC&D
cranberry committee. RC&D coor-
dinator Dana Nelson said Mushrall
has enrolled in a graduate pro-

m at University of Maine at

and will work on an upland
cranberry research project with
Dr. David Y ;

Mushrall developed the interest
in upland cranberries over the last
six months working with Washing-
ton and Hancock County cran-
berry growers. Her concentration
has been on Integrated Crop Man-
agement (ICM). ICM reduces use
of pesticides and fertilizers and a
grower's cost by emphas
sampling for insect, diseases,
nutrients, rather than automati-
cally applying chemicals.

ICM is also a focus of Karen
Bert's work. Bert, who has a de-
gree in environmental studies
and journalism from Evergreen
University in Georgia, is the wa-
ter quality coordinator for the
Chandler-Indian River watershed
in western Washington County.

Working under direction of
district conservationist Dave
Garcelon, Bert has been concen-
trating on blueberry ICM and
best managment practices for
blueberry growers.

Garcelon said Bert just com- -

pleted the last of four best man-
agement practice workshops for
blueberry growers in Machias,
Ellsworth, South Paris, and
Union. Those workshops focused
on the best ways to apply herbi-
cides so that they don't leach into
oundwater, and were attended
y 130 people, Garcelon said.

Bert also assisted in organiz-
ing an April 15 workshop on
growing native highland cranber-
ries—a product that may create
a niche market, he said.

Barbara Coffey of Bowdoin
also works under Garcelon's su-
pervision as the water quality co-
ordinator for the St. Croix River.
She has completed her course
work in environmental studies at
University of Maine in Machias
(UMM). Her AmeriCorps focus is
logging practices, which have
one of the largest impacts on wa-
ter quality in the St. Croix.

Colfey speaks with enthusiasm
about the three logging and
landowner workshops she assisted
with in cooperation with district
forester Geneva Duncan. The ses-
sions in Calais, Machias, and Ells-
worth attracted 150 people. The
Maine Forest Service has adopted
the program and plan to offer
them statewide, she said.

“The workshops went really
well, and I followed up with a let-
ter to people who attended,” she
said. “Champion responded by

asking for a workshop on road-
building techniques.”

Colfey said she hopes to con-
tinue in the AmeriCorps program
for another year before returning
to UMM to complete her degree
by student teaching.

The five AmeriCorps workers
at the Beals Island Regional
Shellfish Hatchery are just as en-
thusiastic. They have been work-
ing on clam spawning experi-
ments, trying to determine the
best water temperatures in order
to increase the numbers of clams
spawned.

“We got clams to spawn the
earliest ever,” said Rob Klimas, a
native of Millinocket who is work-
ing toward a degree in marine bi-
ology at UMM. “I've been a clam
digger for 12 years, and this
whole thing is really thrilling.”

Karen Malley of Minnesota
graduated from UMM with a de-

ee in environmental sciences
ast year. In addition to working
on the high school environemen-
tal newsletter, she is giving a lec-
ture series on aquaculture at
UMM. Hatchery manager
Dwayne Shaw said the hatchery
will offer a retraining program
this summer for fishermen who
are interested in moving into
shellfish acquaculture.

Teresa Simeone of Rhode Is-
land has one more class to go be-.
fore receiving her degree in biol-
ogy from UMM and said she'd like
to do another year of AmeriCorps.

Simeone is helping biologists
from the Department of Marine
Resources to prepare for the
shoreland survevs of Jonesport
and Beals. DMR, the Maine De-
partment of Environmental Pro-
tection, town selectmen and
Jonesport-Beals students, are
working together on the project,
she said.

Jane Lamson is originally
from Portland and graduated
from UMM last year with a de-

ree in education. Her teaching
ocus is science, and she's been
working on the newsletters and
has taken the lead on environ-
mental education in the schools.

Lamson said she's applying
for science teaching positions
throughout coastal Maine.

Mark Chellis's interest is in
marine ecosystems. The Gorham
native graduated from UMM
with a degree in environmental
sciences and is working on pro-
duction of the water quality
video. The AmeriCorps volun-
teers wrote a sucessful $1,000
grant application to fund the
project. Chellis said the Jones-
port-Beals students wrote the
script and students from
Machias Memorial High School
are editing the program and
putting it together.

The program will be aired on
the public access station in
Machias.

The present positions are
funded through September. Nel-
son said the RC&D is already
working on applications for next
year's positions.
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32-member
crew plans
to spend a year
working on
conservation
tasks -- unless
their new
. program
1s Newtered

By WENDY HANSCOM

They're young, enthusiastic, vi-
sionary and they want to inspire a
generation of Americans to take up
national community service,

Thirty-two AmeriCorps members
are now encamped at the Bog
Brook Training facility in Gilead.
They range in.age from 18 to 26,
and have:signed up foria year of
-work “in’ the . 800,000-agre. White
'‘Molintain Natfonal Fofest. ©~  »

AmeriCorps was a comerstone of
President Clinton's campaign plat-
form. He likened it to a domestc
Peace Corps. The six-month-old
program currently employs, 20 000

young peopJe in 300 programs: }*¢

AmeriCorps ‘members 'have been
e Withy environmgntal
gonservation work,. o=
nger* and” poverty, nd
rural communities plan for

- bt Caee
vers'in the program receivea
weekly living' stipend, room and
board, limited health and medical
care and a $4,725 tuition grant after
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@ oung AmeriCorps volunteers
projects

service program.”

IMPROVING WILDLIFE. HABITAT-AmeriCorps members ‘Sara Cory (left),
Johnson help clear out a spot along the Kancamagus h
AmeriCorps members will be:working In the White Mounta
program Iy ,pgt.;uSng House and Senate Republicans hay

‘We’re:not high-schaol dropouts
corcoUrzardeedneonple here

DAN MARTEL
AmeriCormps member

they bave completed 1,700 hqurs of
servite :

4 The _rant may be used to pay pff
Lcallgge loans, or for further schobl-
Ang.af it's not used for either pur-
‘posent’s forfeited.

**Crw members ~at "Bog ~ Brook

A *havyenlisted for a“variety' of rea-
g ]

250ng --

some’say-it’s the’ money,

;olhys were intrigued by the experi-

-

Blalin here because T want to ex-

plore opportunities in environmen-
tal studies,” said Jessa Eisenwinter-
Lake, a biology major who recently
graduated :from : Mt.. Holyoke. Col-

lege in South-Hadley, Mass. "It's a-

good way 1o Jook at options in en-
vironmental” careers, ‘'study ‘and pay
back those loans.”

Jeff Fournier of Pentroke
said he needs the money t00.
"I came here for the experience of
living up here,” he said, "and the

nTIY
1 o 8

.'_-'\,.;'

Darling and Stina

ighway to Improve animal and bird habltat.
In National Forest until Decembser, unless the
¢ been critical of President Clinton’s national!

(Photo by Bryan Yealon)

" big reason is for the money' fo:

school. It’s not a ton of money, bu!

"it's enough to get me going.". . -

- Erik Hamilton, a 20-year-old whc
hasn't-been to-college yet, said’h
just’ wanted to” do something” dif
ferent.

"I wanted to meet new people,’
Hamilion said, "I also:want o fur
ther my education in phys. ed. It's
nice being around a Jot of ‘people
and I'caniuse the money for colleze.
I love the outdoors, and I like what
we're doing right now. I could do it
for the rest of my life; : 4

Susan Chynt of New York City is
hoping ; tie program ‘wili improve
her construction skills,

"I wail to leamn the construction
side because 1 want to- join the

See AMERICORPS, page
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Ashland High students
adopt Aroostook River

by Jenny Steffens '

Ashland high school students are skipping class
to go fishing. ' o

But they're not getting many bites or gelting in
trouble with the principal.

Rather, the 12 students, ranging from freshman
to seniors, are involved in an “Adopl a Stream
Program™ which has taken them from classroom
lectures to field (rips at fish haicherics.

The program, which began in April 15 and fin-
ishes at the end of the school year, ranges from
river cleanup days to walter qualily testing.

“T thought it would be fun." said 17-year-old

Teresa Godsoe about joining the program. “And it
has,” she added.

Senior Annie Coursey said she joined out of in-
teresl.

“I'm in environmental scicnce,” Coursey said.
*And it was suggested by one of my teachers.”

The Adopt a Stream Program was initiated and
implemented by Nicky Violette, an Amecricorps
volunteer based in Presque Isle. Americorps, simi-
lar in naturc to the Peace Corps, is an initiative for
community work signed by President Bill Clinton
in September 1994,

Under the direction of Violctte, and with the co-
opefative clfort of Ashland teachers. the students
are sludying waltershed, water pollution, building a
model of the: Aroostook River and visiting sites

“

)
s
!

RIVER PROJECT - Ashl
on building a model of the As

and high school students, Shannon Currier, left, and R
oostaok River as part of an "Adopt a Stream Program.’

crucial 1o the restoration of rivers.

One such trip took the students off campus to a
salinon hatchery on the Sheridan Road in Ashland.
The hatchery, recently built by Atlantic Salmon
for Northern Maine, plans to raise more than three
million fish, J

There, students saw the beginning stages of rais-
ing salmon and learned about the ristory of
salmon on the Aroostook River.

“The whole movement of salmon restoration is
very much in the grass roots stage.” said Mike
Hill, regional coordinator of the Atlantic Salmon
Federation based in Brunswick. “And it's a vital
link to the survival of the Atlantic salmon.™

Hill added that Atlantic salmon nre a good indi-
calor species, meaning that if the salmon are com-
ing back there is good water quality.

.“That's the thrust of this project.” Hill said. “To
gel things started and have the salmon come
back.” :

The hatchery will distribute the salmon from
Millinocket to Fort Fairfield, said Jim Darresi. a
member of the board of directors of Atlantic
Salmon for Northern Maine. N

“This is going 1o be quite some salmon river,”
said Amanda Smith, also an Americorps voluniecr,

“This river had great salmon runs,” Barresi re-
sponded, recalling earlier years. Then smiling, he
added, “This is our hospital for fish."
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32-member
crew plans
to spend a year
working on
conservation
tasks -- unless
their new
program
1s Newtered

By WENDY HANSCOM
’They'r:wroung. enthusiastic, vi-
sionary they want to inspire a
generation of Americans to take up
national community service.
Thirty-two' AmeriCorps members
are now encamped at the Bog
Brook Training facility in Gilead
They range in.age from 18 o 26,
and have; signed up for.a year of

wark "Iiﬂ'.l'lhe-"-SO0.000-'éq'ré. White
‘Motntain Natronal Forest, - .

AmeriCorps was a comerstone of
President Clinlon’s campaign plat-
form. He likened it to a domestic
Peace Corps. The six-month-old
program currently employs. 20 000

ycﬁs people in 300 programs. }*¢

eriCorps ‘members have been
zlha.:scd e Miths o ¢nvim£pj-mkal
cleanup, gonservation work, eom:
bating s hynger and poveny, spnd

helping rural communities plar for
the Fitgre™ '
"Workers'in the program receive'a
weekly living stipend, room and
board, limiled health and medical
care and a $4,725 tuition grant after
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Young AmeriCorps volunteers

AmeriCorps members will be:working In the White
-Somg House and Senate Republ

program Iy ey
servica program.”
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IMPROVING™WILDLIFE. HABITAT-AmeriCorps membars ‘Sars
Johnson help clear ‘cut a spot along the Kancamagus highway to Improve animal and bird habitat.
Mountaln National Forest until Decembar, unless the
lcans haye been critical of President Clinton’s natione!

‘We're not high:schogl dropouts
wHcoUtzardgied:neople here

DAN MARTEL
AmeriCorps member

ihcy'L;we completed 1,700 hqurs of
senvi

4 The _rant may be used to pay gff
Lallsge loans, or for further schodl-
Ang.af it's not used for either pur-
‘posent’s forfeited,

%¥Crew members -at*Bog Brook
‘havuenlisted for a“variety of rea-
£50ng - some ‘sav-it's the” monay,
:Qthys were intrigued by the expen-

tence \
’ﬁﬁ’m here because I want to ex-

plore opportunities in environmen-
1al studies,” said Jessa Eisenwinter-
Lake, a biology major who recently
graduated :from . Mt.. Holyoke. Col-

lege in South-Hadley; Mass. "It's a-

good way to Jook at options in en-
vironmental careers, study and pay
back those loans.”

Jeff Fournisr of Pertrcke, N.H.
said he needs the money 100.

“I came here for the experience of
living up here,” he said, "and the

Cory (left), Claire Darling and Stina

(Photo by Bryan Yealon)

:biﬁ reason is for the moncy' fc-
x Iy

ool. It's not a ton of money, bu:

‘it’s enough to get me going.” -

- Erik Hamilton, a 20-year-old whe
hasn't:-been to-college yet, said’+
just’ wanted to” do something™ dif
ferent.

°I wanted to meet new people.
Hamilton s2id, * also wani i fus
ther my education in phys. ed. It's
nice being around a Jot of people
and I cariuse the money for colle ;2
I love the outdoors, and I like wha!
we're doing right now. I could do it
for the rest of my life. : 5

Susan Chynt of New York City is
hoping, the (progran “wili improve
her construction skills,

"I wail 0 leamn the construciivis
side because I want to join ths

See AMERICORPS, page 2



The Bethel Citizen

AmeriCorps

Continued from page 1

JO KIERNAN of the Bog Brook AmeriCorps encampment us

27 W

es a

bow saw to help clear out a bird habitat area in the White Mountain

National Forest.

Peace Corps,” said Chunt, who
graduated from Wesleyan Univer-
sity in 1993 with a bachelor’s de-
gree in economics. "I put the Peace
Corps off a year so I could do this.”

AmeriCorps arrived at Bog Brouk
on Jan. 14, The crew spent the first
few days lcamming about each other
and the program. Last Wednesday
was their first full-day working in
the national forest.

Their work in the forest will be
demanding and labor-intensive, ac-
cording to Rebecca Oreskes of the
U.S. Forest Service.

Corps members will create wild-
life habitat, clear for scenic vistas,
paint and do maintenance work at
forest recreation sites, and build and
maintain trails.

"It lets us get a whole lot of
projects up off the ground that we
otherwise wouldn't be able to do,”
Oreskes said. "We're really im-
pressed with the quality of people
who've come. They're not getting
lots of money ansd we're rcally
pleased with their skills, dedication
and determination. They really want
to work and do a service.”

The Forest Service manpower has
bezn hurt by federal cutbacks the
past few years.

At limes during the year, corps
members will share Bog Brook
faciliies with the National Guard.
For most of the summer, the cnire
AmenCorps crew will be cam::d

(Photo by Brian Yeaton)

“In the summer, we'll focus
primarily on trail work and environ-
mental education,” said project
director Bryan Yeaton. “We'll leam
more about the Forest Service and
what they do. We'll be teaching
people to leave the forest as good
as, or better than, they found it."

- Searching for more projects

During  their  year  with
AmeriCorps, crew members are
also encouraged to take up a per-
sonal volunteer project in the sur-
rounding community.

Those projects can be anything
from volunteering at the local li-
brary or school to helping environ-
mental groups with concems like
water quality, erosion control or
community education.

They're willing to listen to about
any pitch, Yeaton said, and he'd
welcome project ideas from local
non-profit civic, educational and
governmental groups.

"We want to get into the schools.”
said corps-member Dan Martel, an
electrical  engineering  graduate.
"We're anxious to tell people about
what we're doing.”

AmeriCorps members are also
looking for recreational ideas. Some
crew members have cars and travel
home for the weekend, but others
do not and won't get home 100
often.

Cathy Newell, SAD44 Adult EC
director, is trying to help orgnniz:c:

erva artivitiae b cmd oand were
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B AmeriCorps

Keep Clinton crew active

EDITORIAL
:§ "he hands-on spirit of President Bill Qlinton's
A AmeriCorps enhances the State of the Union as
well as mid-Michigan.

National service corps workers took their rightful
Pace in the audience for Qinton's State of the
Union address Tuesday night

Their work clearly demonstrates how state-feder-
&) partnerships help revitalize communities. Their
labor helps pays off college loans.

Last fall, Michigan's first US. Department of Ag-
riculture AmeriCorps crew began helping farmers
cpntrol runoff to the Grand River. They identity po-
tential sources of groundwater pollution — a first
siep toward prevention. '

Inall, AmeriCorps assigned 15 workers to assist
farmers in six watersheds protect their groundwa-
ter. Each put in 1,700 hours for a $12,000 living sti-
pend, education awards Jor college or vocational

ining, health insurance and a child<are
lowance.

Watershed areas inciude the upper and lower
Orand, Kalamazoo River, River Raisin, Black River,
Pine River and an area in Leelanau and Benzie
counties that drains into Lake Michigan.

AmeriCorps should be protected and preserved
regardless of changes in the Washington power
siructure. A national service program connected to
cbllege loans remains a non-partisan priority.



AmenCorps Worker Fighting Water Pollutlon

Doug Fedewa, one of Michigan’s
fifteen USDA AmeriCorps members,
will be working with landowners,
primiarily farmers, to evaluate their
structures and management practices
for potential sources of groundwater
pollution.

Fedewa will work frorn the Hills-
dale Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) office and will use
the “Farm*A*Syst” program adapted
to Michigan by MSU Extension.
“Farm*A*Syst” is a risk assessment
checklist that helps determine the
potential for pollution.

“Identifying potential sources of
ground and surface water pollution is
an essential first step in efforts to
reduce nonpoint source pollution,”
said Dennis Haskins, district conser-
vationist for the NRCS.

AmeriCorps is a domestic Peace
Corps program to engage Americans,
especmlly young people, in commu-
nity service work across the nation. It
was patterned after the Civilian Con-
servation Corps, which, after the
Great Depression, helped restore our
nation’s economic health and civic
spirit while rebuilding roads and ad-
dressing severe erosion problems.
AmeriCorps offers opportunities for
Americans age 17 and older to serve
their country and earn educational

credit toward college or vocational
training.

“I'm really excited about helping
people prevent water pollution, and
the AmeriCorps voucher I'll earn af-
ter a year means I can continue my
college education,” said Fedewa, who
wants to become a Natural Resource
Specialist.

The Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service is the an agency of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.
Working with local conservation dis-
tricts, it is responsible for helping
farmers and others to protect our
nation’s- water and food-producing

resources.

AmeriCorps is President Bill
Clinton’s national service program,
passed with bipartisan support from
Congress. It engages 20,000 Ameri-
cansin performing service that meets
community needs in return for an
educational award, which may be
used to pay for college, job training
or graduate school or to pay back
student loans. The majority of
AmeriCorps members are working
in partnership with states, local gov-
ernments and non-profit organiza-
tions.

The USDA is running three types
of AmeriCorps teams in 38 states,
composed of approximately 1,200
members: an anti-hunger team, a
public lands and environment team
and arural development team. Many
of the AmeriCorps projects are spon-

Jonesviile News

Hillsdale, Michigan

November 10, 1995

Doug Fedewa

sored by community-based organi-
zations and all projects are designed
to get things done while boosting
community, opportunity and respon-
sibility.

Further information may be ob-
tained by contacting Doug Fedewa,
USDA/AmeriCorps, 3251 Beck Rd.,
Hillsdale, MI49252.(517)439-1497.
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AmeriCorps worker monitors
pollution for USDA in Hillsdale

Doug Fedewa, one of
Michigan’s fifteen TUSDA
AmeriCorps members, will be
working with landowners, prima-
rily farmers, to evaluate their
structuresand management prac-
tices for potential sources of
groundwater pollution.

Doug will work from the
Hillsdale Natural Resources Con-
servation Service INRCS) office
and will use the Farm*A*Syst
program adapted to Michigan by
MSU Extension. Farm®A* Syst
isariskassessment checklist that
helps determine the potential for
pollution.

“Identifying potential sources
of ground and surface water pol-
lution is an essential first step in
efforts to reduce nonpoint source
pollution”, said Dennis Haskins,
District Conservationist for the
Natural Resources Conservation
Service.

AmeriCorps is a domestic
Peace Corps program to engage
Americans, especially young
people, in community service work
across the nation. Patterned af-
ter the Civilian Conservation
Corps which, after the Great De-
pression, helped restore our
nation’seconomic health and civic
spirit while rebuilding roads and
addressing severe erosion prob-
lems, AmeriCorps offers opportu-

nities for Americans age 17 and
older to serve their country and
earn educational credit toward
college or vocational training.

“T'm really excited about helping
people prevent water pollution and
the AmeriCorps woucher Ill earn
afterayearmeans I can continue
collegeeducation”,said Doug Fedewa
who wants to become a Natural Re-
source Specialist.

The Natural Resources Con-
servation Service is the USDA
agency that, working with local
conservation districts, is respon-
sible for helping farmers and oth-
ers to protect our nation’s food-
producing and water resources.

AmeriCorps is President
Clinton’s national service pro-
gram, passed with bipartisan sup-
port from Congress, that engages

" 20,000 Americansofdiverse back-

grounds in performing service
that meets critical community
needsin return for an educational
award, which may be used to pay
for college, job training, or gradu-
ate school, or to pay back student
loans. The majority of
AmeriCorps members are work-
ing in partnerships with states,
local governments, and non-profit
organizations.

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture is running three types of
AmeriCorps teams in 38 states,

composed of approximately 1200
members: an Anti-Hunger Team,
APublic Lands and Environment
Team, and a Rural Deveiopment
Team. Many of the AmeriCorps
projects are sponsored by com-
munity- organizations and
all projects designed to get things
done, while boosting communiry,
opportunity, and responsibility.

For further information,
please contact Doug Fedewa -
USDA/AmeriCorps, 3251 Beck
Road, Hillsdale, Michigan 49242,
(51&0 439-1497.

The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) pro-
hibits discrimination in its pro-
grams on the basis of race, olor,
national origin, sex, religion, age,
disability, political beliefs, and
marital or familial status. (Not
all prohibited bases apply to all
programs.) Persons with disabili-
ties who require alternative
means for communication of pro-
gram information (Braille, large
print, audiotape, etc.) should con-
tact the USDA Office of Commu-
nications at (202) 720-2791.

To file a complaint, write Sec-
retary of Agriculture, U.S. De
partment of Agriculture, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20250, or call (202)
720-7327 (voice) or (202) 720-1127
(TDD), USDA is an equal employ-
ment opportunity employer.
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AmeriCorps assessing water

.5 Two’ of Michigan’s' 15“AmeriCorps program
I members are working for the:U'S/De artment of
“Agrictilture’in’ Hillsdale and Tehawee Fdunties (o'
help farmers identify ground-water pollution”. **%
*¥Dana:Gron;j:a+1989. graduate’of Concord High
.School and .a 1993 graduate of Central Michigan
University, is working in Lewawee County. Doug
Fedewa works in"Hillsdale County. ‘ W
They are using the Farm*A*Syst program

adapted to Michigan by the Michigan State Uni-
versity Extension. The program is a voluntary and
confidential risk-assessment checklist that helps
determine“the potential for ground-water pol-
_l_l'.ltiOI}._. . RN i _
. The'assessmen 1s free.;Gron'‘au. Fedewa will
evaluate’ farm 'Structures and ‘management prac-
tices.' The results are given to the land owners for
their use. '

Jackson Citizen Patriot
Hilisdale County, Michigan
Novammber 24, 1995
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Eaton farmers offered assessments

Matt Schnepp, one of
Michigan’s 15 USDA
AmeriCorps members, will
be working with landown-
ers, primarily farmers, to
evaluate their structures
and management practices
for potential sources of
groundwater pollution.

Schnepp will work from
the Natural Resources
Conservation Service office
in Charlotte and will use
the Farm*A*Syst program
adapted to Michigan by
Michigan State University
Extension. The service is a
voluntary, educational
opportunity offered to
farmers. Farm*A*Syst is a
risk assessment checklist
that helps determine the
potential for groundwater
pollution.

“Identifying potential
sources of ground and sur-
face water pollution is an
essential first step in
efforts to reduce nonpoint
source pollution” says
Robert Baetsen, District
Conservationist for the
Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service.

Patterned after the
Civilian conservation
Corps which, after the

great depression, helped
restore our nation’s eco-
nomic health and civic
spirit while rebuilding
roads and addressing
severe ~~nsion problems,
Ameri offers oppor-
tunitie Americans age

17 and older to serve their
country and earn educa-
tional credit toward college
or vocational training.

The Natural Resources
Conservation Service is the
USDA agency that, work-
ing with local conservation
districts, is responsible for
helping farmers and others
to protect our nation’s food-

producing and water
resources.
AmeriCorps is Presi-

dent Clinton’s national ser-
vice program that passed
with bipartisan support

from Congress. The pro-
gram engages and meets
critical community needs
in return for an education-
al award which may be
used to pay for college, job
training, graduate school,
or to pay back student
loans. The majority of
AmeriCorps members are
working in partnerships
with states, local govern-
ments, and non-profit
organizations.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture is running
three types of AmeriCorps

teams in 38 states, com-
posed of approximately
1200 members: an Anti-
Hunger Team, a Public
Lands and Environment
Team, and a Rural Devel-
opment Team. AmeriCorps
projects are sponsored by
community-based organi-
zations and all projects are
designed to get things
done, while boosting com-
munity, opportunity, and
responsibility.

Farm families in Eaton
County interested in
Farm*A*Syst can contact
Schnepp at (517) 543-1539. |
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 AmeriCorps comes
to Hillsdale County

One of Michigan’s 15 United States Department of Agriculture’s
AmeriCorps members will work with Hillsdale County landowners
to help evaluate their land.

Doug Fedewa is available to help primarily farmers to evaluate
their structures and management practices for potential sources of
ground water pollution.

Fedewa will work from the Hillsdale Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service office and will use the FarmASyst program adopted
for Michigan by Michigan State University Extension.

FarmASyst is a risk assessment checklist that helps determine
the potential for pollution.

“Identifying potential sources of ground and surface water pollu-
tion is an essential first step in efforts to reduce non-point source
pollution,” DNCRS District Conservationalist Dennis Haskins said.

AmeriCorps is a domestic Peace Corps program to engage
Americans, especially young people, in community service work
across the nation.

“I’'m really excited about helping people prevent water polluuon
and the AmeriCorps voucher I'll learn after a year means I can con-
tinue my college education,” Fedewa said.

For further information contact Fedewa at 439-1497.




Matt Schnepp, one of
Michigan’s 15 USDA
AmeriCorps members, will
be working with landown-
ers, primarily farmers, to
evaluate their structures
and management prac-
tices for potential sources
of groundwater pollution.

Schnepp will work from
the Natural Resources
Conservation Service
office in Charlotte and will
use the Farm*A*Syst pro-
gram adapted to Michigan

Charlotte .Shopping Guide
Chariotte, Michigan
Noventber 23, 1995

by Michigan State
University Extension. The
service is a voluntary, edu-
cational opportunity
offered to farmers.
Farm*A*Syst is a risk
assessment checklist that
helps determine the poten-
tial for groundwater pollu-
tion.

“Identifying potential
sources of ground and sur-
face water pollution is an
essential first step in
efforts to reduce nonpoint
source pollution” says
Robert Baetsen, District
Conservationist for the
Natural Resources
Conservation Service.

Patterned after the
Civilian conservation
Corps which, after the

great depression, helped
restore our nation’s eco-
nomic health and civic
svirit while rebuilding
roads and addressing
severe erosion problems,
AmeriCorps offers oppor-
tunities for Americans age
17 and older to serve their
country and earn educa-
tional credit toward col-
lege or vocational training.

“I'm really excited
about helping people pre-
vent water pollution, and I
know that I am going to
learn a lot from the farm-
ers that I work with so this

should be a great experi-
ence for me,” says
Schnepp.

The Natural Resources
Conservation Service is
the USDA agency that,
working with local conser-
vation districts, is respon-
sible for helping farmers
and others to protect our
nation’s food-producing
and water resources.

AmeriCorps is
President Clinton’s nation-
al service program that
passed with bipartisan
support from Congress.
The program engages and
meets critical community
needs in return for an edu-
cational award which may
be used to pay for college,
job training, graduate
school, or to pay back stu-
dent loans. The majority of
AmeriCorps members are
working in partnerships
with states, local govern-
ments, and non-profit
organizations.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture is running
three types of AmeriCorps
teams in 38 states, com-
posed of approximately
1200 members: an Anti-
Hunger Team, a Public
Lands and Environment
Team, and a Rural
Development Team.
AmeriCorps projects are

Locul AmeriCorps, anu Farm*A*Syst

sponsored by community-
based organizations and
all projects are designed to
get things done, while
boosting community,
opportunity, and responsi-
bility.

Farm families in Eaton
County interested in
Farm*A*Syst can contact
Schnepp at (517) 543-
1539.

The  United State
Department of Agriculture
prohibits disecrimination in
its programs on the basis
of race, color, national ori-
gin, sex, religion, age, dis-
ability, political beliefs,
and marital or family sta-
tus. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all pro-
grams). Persons with dis-
ability who require alter-
native means for commu-
nication of program infor-
mation (Braille, large
print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact the USDA
Office of Communications
at (202) 720-2791.

To file a complaint,

write the Secretary of
Agriculture, U.s.
Department of

Agriculture, Washington,
D.C. 20250, or call (202)
720-7327 (voice) or (202)
720-1127 (TDD). USDA is
an equal employment
opportunity employer.
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BY ROBERT PORE
OF T PLAINGMAN

Despite attacks House
8poaker Newt Gingrich as "co-

Cli sy A a-lmcl;:; o
nton's Am program
has been a success in South Da-
k gaid an official of the Natu-
ral and Conservation
Service.

“It has made a difference with
the communities that have been
working with the environment
here in South Dakota,” said
Joyce Watkins of Huron, who is
the director for the Natural Re-

. sources Conservation Service

AmeriCorps team.

Last Se , nine Haron
residents were sworn in as mem-
bers of AmeriCorps, a national
service organization.

Among the members of the
Huron team are: Brad Bader,

Dronen, Jim Hansen,
, Jason Kleinsasser,
Michael w. Shelli Meehan,

Ktndra Slrgnnt and Kerry Zihl-

aﬂmle? for NRCS l South Da-
kota, Waﬂum said, Currently
there are 18 mem-
bers, nine in Huron, four in

Brookings and five in Mitchell.
In Clinton’s bu
to increase

he’s pro-

Sixteen of the 18 Ameri
workers receive $7,760 for 1,
hours of community service,
Watking said. The other twop

& AmenCorps succeeds in S.D.

members will receive Slﬂ,gg)bfw
their supervisory responsi

The workers also receive free
health care and a $4,725 educe-
tional voucher for one year of
work. The $4,726 can be u.nd for
college, vocational education or
to olf college loans,

in Bouth Dakota, there

are AmeriCorps members work-
ing on the Rosebud Reservation
and on a YMCA m in the
Timber Lake area, Watkins said.

*The AmeriCor members
wm-ltlw outside Huron have
hnun involved in conservation

work designing and building ri-
parian areas planting trees
and helping in stream bank sta-
bilization,” Watkins said.

She said AmeriCorps members
have also been collecting infor-
mation for the USDA's Natural

AMERICORPS / page 3

AMERICORPS/from page 1

Resources Inventory and doing - NRCS also has an Rarth
conservation programs, such as &ml‘racnm withmamh-u
on windbreaks and wetlands, for grwldmg more 10,000
South Dakota youth, ours of voluntesr lurv-icn to the
"AmeriCorps members will be  field of conservation work.
with the Beadle Conser- Wat}am said the NRCS wﬂl
vation District on d'ner!hvine
Lake project thig | ‘Wit-
kins said. “They have ﬁ
bring a lot of community nwam-
ness when it comes to conserva-

tion

While Watlum said their
wages amount to enough to
buy groceries and keep = roof
over their heads,” AmeriCorps
members are keeping busy,

8he said the pro-
gram is a “valuable aid” to con-
servation work in South Dakota,

"It gives the Natural Re-
sources and Conservation
vice another tool to help promote
environmental awareness
what it means to Bouth Dtkota.
she paid.

. Along with AmeriCorps help-
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Young willow frees in hand, Shefli Meehan leads Kerry Zhimanup  bers recently planted 500 frllows to help stablize the shoreling of
Lake Byron's eastem shore. They and feflow AmerCorps mem- menegmmmmmm&

Restoring Lake Byron

State grants to help

sediment management
BY ROBERT PORE
THE PLARSMAN

'I‘wo state grants totaling $165,000 have
been awarded to the Beadle Conservation
District, the bulk of which is for Lake By-
ron restoration.

The grant money is from the state’s Co-
ordinated Soil and Water Conservation
Grant Fund. The awards were announced
Friday by Gov. Bill Janklow.

“Most of the conservation districts start
with some local funds for a project,” said
Clark Johnson of the South Dakota De-
partment of Agriculture, who administers
the grant money. “Then they receive these
state grants. The district combines the
two and makes application for federal
matching funds.”

Johnson said Beadle Conservation Dis-
trict started with $181,920 of local fund-
ing, which helped it quailfy for the state

ants. That money will be used to qualif;
Fr and attract another $546,480, includ-
ing some federal dollars.

*All together, the Beadle Conservation
District will have $911,405 to work with,”
he said. "As you can see, there can be a
real multiplier effect. The districts that

Muitunmupmﬂl l’undsnm-
to carry out very nice

“gae first grant .wuﬂuf"’
Conservation District was the lar:ui ap-
plication approved, $155,000. The money
will be used to help develop better man-
agement practices to reduce sediment and
nutrients entering Lake Byron.

The second district project, which was
awarded a $10,000 grant, will involve ero-
sion control, fo uction, water im-
provement and wildlife habitat improve-
ment on rangeland.

A total of $460,225 was awarded to 15
projects in 13 South Dakota conservation
districts.

Hand Conservation District was the
only other Heartland district to receive
grant funding. Its grant of $3,442 will be
used for demonstration proj in the
Lake Louise watershed on economic
impact and environmental gain of imple-
menting conservation practices on grazing
lands.

Enm

THE LAKE B Watershed Project
dates back to 1993, when a $245,000 Envi-
ronmental Protection ncy grant was
awarded to the Beadle Conservation Dis-
trict to begin restoration on 2,500 acres of
shoreline.

But high water levels and other weath-
er-rela problems delayed restoration

until last November, when work l:qm to
stabilize 2,000 feet of shoreline along the
north shore of the 1, 800-acre lake 15 miles
northeast of Huron.

The stabilization cost around
$95,000. Along with funds from the EPA
grant, the shtediznu, Fish and Pnrkén De-
partment provi 2 45 percent matching
grant. The remainder of the project’s cost
was met locally.

The work was done by Weatherton Con-
tractors of Beresford. Dean Fox of Wolsey,
who has been hired by the Beadle Conser-
vation District to oversee the project, said
the remaining 500 acres of ne work
will begin this spring.

About 10,000 feet of shoreline has been
identified as critical. Winds and high wa-
ter have eroded much of the shoreline,
causing tons of sediment to fill the 1ake.

In an effort to stabilize the shoreline,
crews are creating steeper banks that are
reinforced bfv plastic mesh and tons of
boulders to slow down erosion.

Fox said cabin owners along the lake are
also doing a number of private shoreline
stabilization projects on lmlr property.

The U.S. Geological Survey last year es-
timated about 34 million cubic yards of
sediment have been washed into Lake By-
ron from the surrounding watershed.

LAKE BYRON/ page 3
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B ROSEBUD

AmeriCorps members

take oath of service

Fifteen AmeriCorps/Team
USDA members took their oath
of service Tuesday at Rosebud.

They are making a 10- to
12-month commitment to their
communities and will be head-
quartered at Fort Pierre and
Rosebud.

AmeriCorps is the president’s
national service initiative estab-
lishing a ‘domestic Peace Corps’
and the AmeriCorps/Team
USDA was designed to rebuild
rural America, protect the envi-
ronment and fight hunger, said
Joyce Watkins, project director
for the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service in Huron.

In exchange for 1,700 hours of
community service, members
can earn a living stipend of
$7,945 or $12,000, depending on
qualifications and experience,
and an educational award of
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AmeriCorps
lends funds
for services

By Craig McEwen
The Forum

TWIN VALLEY. Minn - Fargoan
Jeff York was preparing to enroll
for classes at Moorhead State Uni
versity when a
brochure
caught his eye

It was seek
ing applicants
for Amerl-
Corps. the
national com
munity service
program  that
President Clin
ton calls the
most prized
achievement of his administra
tinin

A key incentive is the $4,725 in
tollege tuiion that the six month
old program offers its workers

Participants. 17 years and older,
commit 1o 11 months of commu
nity service - 40 hours per week -
tor which they earn near mini

Clinton

Students part of Clinton’s p

ilot program

mum wage salaries in add 1o
the tuition allowance

Already. the US House of Repre
sentatives wants 1o cut the $500
million AmeriCorps budget by
two thirds Five workers stationed
at Twin Valley have mixed feel
ings about that

They are among 20,000 natlon-
wide and 20 in Minnesota who
joined AmeriCorps when it began
last September

York, a 26 year old MSU junior
majoring in political  science,
admits that the 1uitton prod
hooked him

But he also wanted the job
experience  that the program
would provide 1 thought it would
be really beneficial to do some
thing like this,” York says, "as far
as other opportunities that would
be created

s the college stipend that
Kathy Musch, a North Dakota State
University zoology graduate, also
found atractive

But Musch, 22, also wanted to
dy, rvation outreach work

ollege emphasis was in

d fisheries biology
ained a lot of experience

T

CRAIG McCEWEN /The Forum

AmeriCorps workers (from left) Jeff York, Holly Sirjord, Kelly Engen, Aaron Neubert and Kathy Musch stand along the Agassiz Recre-
ational Trail near Twin Valley, Minn.

through it,” she says

Much of the Twin Valley roup's
effort involves promoting the 32
mile, Agassiz Recreational Trail
that is being built on an anban-
doned railroad bed between Ulen
and Fertile, Minn

The multi use trail will have two
levels the upper tier for snowmo
biling. hiking. biking and bird
watching and the lower for snow
shoeing, skiing, dog sledding and
horseback riding

Other projects include promaot
ing area tourism, seeking grants
for a city park and planning a
walking trail in Ada, Minn . help-
ing with a water screening project
in Halstad, Minn , promoting the
planting of trees along state high
ways o eliminate snow drifis and
soil erosion

Holly Sirjord, 20, Gary, Minn.,
attended North Dakota State Uni
versity for one year and hopes 10
go back after a stint with Ameri
Corps.

“I just hope that this experience
will help me with other jobs in the
future,” she says

Sirjord is working with the Mah-
nomen, Minn . Chamber of Com-
merce and Mahnomen County to
promote tourism

Amaong her projects is the devel-
opment of a map that will high-
light the Agassiz Trail as well as
area resorts, the Shooting Star
Casino in Mahnomen and other
tourist spots The map, she says,
will be distributed by area busi:
nesses

Aaron Neubert, a 22-year-old
Bemidji State University graduate
from Mahnomen, is using his
mass communications skills to
promote the trail

Neubert, whose college concen-
tration was in broadcasting, is
helping produce a promotional
video for the Agassiz Trail
will be a preny big proje,
want it to be pretty profess!
he says

He is also helping Ada commu-
nity leaders update a city develop-
ment video

AmeriCorps is a good program
for more than one reason, he says

“We're trying to bring economic
development to small communi-
ties around here,” Neubert says
“If we weren't here, nobody would
be doing it.”

Gary native Kelly Engen, 23, was
previously in charge of the Nor-
man County Soil and Water Con-
servation District’s tree program

Now an AmeriCorps worker,
Engen is asking local landowners
to set aside land for planting trees
- or what he calls a *living snow
fence” - along Highway 200, west
of Ada.

The Norman County Soil and
Water Conservation District, he
says, will begin planting about
1,500 trees in May along the first
hree-mile siretch of the project

Engen, who had compleied 1'2
years at Northland Community

College in Thief River Falls, Minn,
majoring in conservation law,
says the grant will help pay the
remainder of his education costs
when he returns 10 school

Musch says she thinks the
AmeriCorps program should be
continued a second year because
it provides a benefil to small com-
munities

*l think it's a good program
especially for people who have to
take out loans for college,” says
Sirjord

York, from a political science
standpoint, agrees that federal
budget cuts should be considered

“l can see the concern in budget
increases because this could
potentially be another billion dol
lar program,” he says.

But those who want 10 cut
AmeriCorps funding. he says,
shouldn't go in there “hacking
away” without taking a close look
at what the program has accom
plished
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AmeriCorps:
will help at
Winter Shows

- AmeriCorps National Services
Organization enrollees will work
with the Red River Valley Winter
Shows at Crookston during the
Winter Shows February 17 - 20.
AmeriCorps members, wearing var-
ious symbols of their national ser-
vice program, hope 0" provide nesd-

. ed help 1o ensure that events run
smoothly. : ‘" _

In addition to helping out the Red
River Valley Shows organization,
AmeriCorps will have booth spacs
exhibiting AmeriCorps information
and descriptions of the projects cur-
rently in progrress in northwest
Minnesota. These include the
Conservation Outreach project sta-
tioned out of Warren, Crookston.
Red Lake Falls, McIntosh and Twin
Valley: the Agassiz Recreation Trail
project out of Thief River Falls and
q_n: n Valley; and the Ag-Waste
project out of Thief River Falls. -

AmeriCorps will give a short pre-
sentation at the Education (Emu)
Seminar located in ths educational
Area on Sunday, February 19 at
11:30 a.m. duoring the Winter
Shows, = =~ .- ' .- =T A
~If interested in learming more
about AmeriCorps and what mem-
bers are doing in this area or find
out how to help out with one of the
projects, stop by the AmeriCorps
booth at the Winter Shows, contact:
the local Natural Resonrces Con-

servation Service (formerly SQil

Conservation Service) office-to get

furthar information,
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Cromwell land is ‘educdtional’

By JACKIE HEBERT
Pine Knot Managing Editor

Thanks to the generosity of
foresighted benefactors, the
Cromwell School has an 80-
acre tract of farm land only a
few miles south of the school
that is being used for diverse
educational purposes.

According to Oscar Eliason,
ascienceinstructor at Cromwell
High School, the land was willed
to the school in 1988, and has
been a primary resource and
teaching tool since its acquisi-
tion.

One of the main instruc-
tional purposes of the land is to
show students “succession,”
Eliason said, the succeeding
stages a plowed tract of land
goes through as it returns to
its natural state.

Monday, four Cromwell High
School students, along with
personnel fromthe Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) and
AmeriCorps, went to the site to
brush out new trails so stu-
dents will have access to a
creek and a black spruce
swamp on the land.

The group used snowshoes

to walk about three-quarters
of a mile into the land, cleared
an area for a base camp where
they would later eat lunch, and
thenfanned outinto the wooded
area to begin brushing.

Eliason said the school has
been able to make good use of
the land for environmental
education purposes, and stu-
dents from grades K-12 have
had numerous opportunities
for first-hand experiences be-
cause of it.

“A.S.P.E.N. from Potlatch was
active on the ‘80" and in the
school, as well as area forest-
ers,” Eliason said.

Students have taken part in
maple sugar making and have
learned about wildlife manage-
ment as a result of having ac-
cess to the land.

Ellason also said a number
of local citizens have contrib-
uted their knowledge and ex-
pertise to students in the out-
door classroom afforded by the
site.

On-site Monday was a clus-
ter group of AmeriCorps per-
sonnel who assisted with the
brushing,

"One of our missions is to be

a resource network and do
community service projects,”
said Julie Smith, a graduate of
the University-of Minnesota, St.
Paul, and an AmeriCorps mem-
ber who has been working in
the Willmar and Alexandria ar-
eas.
Jen Melby, an AmeriCorps
member who has been working
with the East-Central Regional
Development Commission in
Mora, was also present, along
with R.C. Boheim and Tim
Reese, AmeriCorps members
working on the Nemadji River
Basin Project in the Carlton
County area.

Phillip Klocksien, the State
coordinator for AmeriCorps, was
also on hand to assist with the
rural development crew service
project in Cromwell.

Eliason saild an all-school
Forestry Day is planned on the
land for the last Wednesday in
April.

With the help of the DNR.
AmeriCorps, Eliason, and four
of his pupils, the site will be
ready for Cromwell students to
learn even more about the for-
estand the environment within
the 80-acres of “natural” class-
room.
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Editorial ]

Americorps-may
offer many benefits

atchez has the bonor of hosting Shelly Foutz-Lowe, a

Pascagoula native, who is among the first wave of volun-

teers with Americorps, President Clinton’s program to
encourage young men and women to serve their country.

In exchange for a stipend and money to fund education. young
people spend their time trying to make life better for those around
them.

Fourz-Lowe, a graduate of the University of Southern Mississip-
Pi. is among 67 Americorps volunteers in Mississippi. The presi-
dent created Americorps to address needs in education, human ser-
vices, public safety and the environment on the community level.
Any community can benefit from that type of assistance.

We applaud the spirit behind the Americorps program, If admin-
istered correctly, it has the potential to serve the people of this
country in countless ways through the coming years.

If the program survives budget cuts and presidential election

, years, its benefits will be many fold.

Individuals will benefit directy from the assistance provided by
volunteers,

The volunteers will benefit not only from the stipend and college
money, but by coming to know the joy of helping others. We don't

; €Xpect many volunteers to complete their terms withoat having
;their personal horizons expanded at least a little bit.

And whenever there is an honest effort to improve the quality of

life of needy people. everyone benefits. Good deeds create good-

will, which anyone may enjoy.

President Clinton spoke about this program often during his cam-
paign for election. Since his inauguration, it has received little
press,

Perhaps that is best. The program will succeed or fail on its own
merits. which means it will succeed or fail on the merits of people
like Foutz-Lowe.

We wish Foutz-Lowe good luck in her work here. and we encour-
age her 10 remember she is in on the ground level of what may
someday, years from now, be considered a grand teadition.

:




Yazoo misses

®id for

of $40

Although Yazoo County will
pot share in the $4 billion set
aside for the nation's nine
empowerment zones and 65 en-
terprise communities, Arthur
James, who coordinated the
preparation of Yazoo County’s
application, said the county
benefited anyway.

One of the benefits was the
addition of an AmeriCorps
volunteer, LaDonna Gulley,
who was sent to Yazoo City by
the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture as a result of Yazoo
County’s empowerment zone
application.

Gulley is now working on a

project” that will™target-low-.:

income individuals who would
pke to go into business.
Department of Agricul-
called and asked us if we
ould like to have an
AmeriCorps volunteer,” James
said. "She will be assisting
with the efforts of the strategic
plan we developed and will be
bere for a year."

After receiving a grant from
the Office of Community Ser-
vices, Gulley is currently con-
centrating her efforts on the
micro business effort.

Classes for people who want
to go into business may be
available by March, James
said. The financing for those
businesses could feasibly come
from the Micro Loan Founda-
tion, a part of the Delta Foun-
dation.

Additionally, James said
Yazoo City’s three banks have
offered technical and financing
assistance.

"Right now, we're identifying
the potential clients,” he said.
"Also, people who are already
operating a small business and

o are having problems are

ible to attend the classes.

it must be a small busi-

with only one or two per-
sons working for it.”

share
million

Although Yazoo County is not
included in the empowerment

zone, James said the county
should benefit from the eco-
nomic spinoff effects due to
Yazoo County’s close proximity
to those counties that did
receive empowerment zone
status. " "

Prior to submitting the

empowerment zone applica-
tion, several public meetings
were held to get input from
anyone who was interested,
James said that the input he
got, in itself, is worth a great
deal.
. "Like any other major pro-
gram, if it-ends-with-a-good
plan, I can turn around and
use it to make grant applica-
tions we need," James said.
"And we can use it to attract
industry, which will, of course,
improve our tax base."

Had Yazoo been so desig-
nated, $40 million in
Empowerment Zone/Enterprise
Community -- Social Service
Block Grant funds -- would
have become available.

Additionally, employer wage
credits would have been of-
- fered to residents and qualified
employers and businesses
would have been allowed in-
creased tax deductions for
qualified properties.

In an appearance in Green-
wood last Thursday, U.S. Agri-
culture Secretary Mike Espy
officially announced the selec-
tion of portions of Bolivar,
Holmes, Humphreys, Sun-
flower, Washington and
Leflore counties as the rural
empowerment zone.

The north Delta region,
which includes portions of
Panola, Quitman and Tal-
lahatchie counties, and an area
in west Jackson near Jackson
State University, were pegged

Continued on Page 10A
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Yazoo

as enterprise communities.
They will receive $6 million in
federal aid.

In the preparation of Yazoo
County's application, James
termed Yazoo County’s chance
of being selected as "a slim
chance,” but said the product
that comes from meeting to-

gether and establishing com-

mon goals for the county is
worth the effort.

The Empowerment Zone/En- .

terprise Community is a con-
cept that is a part of the

Clinton administration’s com-

Continued from page 14

munity revitalization strategy.

The 30 rural enterprise com-
munities from across the na-
tion were picked by Espy while
U.S. Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development’s Henry
Cisneros selected 65 urban en-
terprise communities.

Espy, in consultation with
the President’'s Community
Enterprise Board, designated -
the three rural empowerment
zones. Cisneros, also in consul-
tation, picked six urban areas,
for a total of nine empower-
ment zones nationwide,
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