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THE [MARYL.A.NO-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 
: . 

Amerieorps 
901 N~wton St., N.E. 
Room 306 
Washington, o.c. 

Dear susan: 

Department of Parks, MontQomer; Co.unty, Maryland 
9500 Brunett Avenue • Silver SpriniJ·. Maryland 20901 

Htl.y 17, 1995 

~his is just a short notQ to ~ay thank you co much ~or the 
cts~li>U1nce you and your .11.:mericorps crew gave u~ , ,.. t:h,=, 
reforcct.::ition project we undertook during the .ri..r~t we~ of May at 
Little ~nnett. Golf Course. With your group'& help -we ?11an.:1.gcd. to 
rerurest a section or .DarX ~ranch (55 ttees and shrub~ in, ~Tin 2 
gal.lon pot3) .ind to pond.5cape one in~igation yu1J.Ll (225 :;;hrubs in .5 
and 1 g~llon pets, 900 herbaceous amergent pluge). Thc~c combined 
errurls will bope:rully help to reduce surt·ace runoff, lnwP.~ ~trP.a:m 
to.mpor.:lturc, .ind provide habitat for wilu..lir~ lH Lll(t not too 
distant fnture. 

Aye1.in, tharuc you so mueh for your ti.me and troubl~. 'Pi;:t'l'"h;=ip~ 
we will work together on a future project. 

Cincerely, 

carole r'. J:3ergJD.ann 
Fore5t Ecologist, H~NCPPC . 

~ON"TGOMERY COUNTY PARKS 



Sofid Waste 
Affirmative Action 
Emergency Management 

Kittson County 

'Environmental Services Office 

• 

June 6. 1995 

P.O. Box 504 
Hallock, MN 56728 

Dear Americ o rp Volunteers. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
helping with the Kittson County Household 
Collection e ve nt on Th ursda y, May 25. 

to thank -you for 
Hazar do us Waste 

Alti10ugh o nl v 44 vehicles attended the collection e ,-ent. 
it went very well. I think the weather a nd farming were 
factors in a l ow participation rate. Comments a.bout th e 
program and workers were very po sitive. 

Without yo ur volu nte er help our of program ,roulcl n o t 
work . 

Sincerel y . 

~~1~V:,://;f, L-~ 
/ 

Gary Rice 

Equal Opportun ity Employer 



Larry L. 'Butch' Brown 
Mayur 

Historic 

(601) 445-7555 
(601 ) 442-2536 (Fa.-x) on t.he Misi;i~~ippi 

The Honorable Bill Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Presid8nt: 

May 10, 1995 

Knowi ng of your extreme interest in the AmeriCorps Program 
and having recognized Mrs. Shelly Foutz-Lowe as one of the most 
enthu~iastic and dynamic members, we wou l d like to encourage you 
to attend her Teen Rally in Natchez, Mississippi, on May 27. It 
ha5 been brought to our attention that you or the Vice President 
will be in our 5t~te in the upper Mississippi D~l t a o n or about 
this date. We are certainly cognizant of your very busy and 
demanding schedule and would like to suggest that if you are 
unable to attend, that you allow Vice President Gore to honor us 
with his presence at this very important AmeriCorps program. 

The City of Natchez, with a population of 19,500, is 
fortunate to have Shelly Foutz-Lowe as its AmeriCorps member. 
Mrs. Foutz-Lowe is from Pascagoula, Mississippi, and holds a 
Bac helor o f sc i e nce degree in Psychology from the University of 
southern Mississippi ( US~) in Hatt i esburg. Shel l y ' s keen interest 
in social issues, especially those re l ating to teenagers, led her 
t o volunteering i n va r ious community services while attending USM. 
Her i nvolveme nt included participation at the Sexual Assault 
Cr i s i s Center, the soup kitchen, co-facilitating meetings with 
you th s in c risi s a t the Pi ne Grove Ment al Health Cl ini c, lead ing 
the Girls in Action program in her church, and volunteering her 
servi ces t o help re-elect Congressman Gene Taylor (D) in 1992 . 
Shelly al so s e r ved a n i nL &r ns h ip in Washington with Congressman 
Taylor during 1993. 

Thi s bright young lady is a l s o a very e loquent pub l ic s peaker 
and has had t he privilege of speaki ng at several col l eges and high 
schoo ls, inc l uding US M, Mississippi Gulf coast Community College , 
Natchez High Schoel , Natc hez Midd le School, and Cathedral High 
School . The topics Shell y d i scusses ran ge from ArneriCorps, date 
rape, teenage pregnancy, and the importance of young peopl e 
ge tti ng invo lved in community service. 

~:\TCricZ, MlSSlSSIPPl 391 21 



The Hor ~£able Bill Clinton - 2 - May 10, 1995 

Shelly is married to Michael A. Lowe, a graduate student in 
Psychology who attends USM. While skillfully managing to juggle 
her private life with her public life, Shelly plans to enroll in 
graduate 5Chool to obtain her masters degree in social work. She 
attributes her decision to make social work her life's endeavor to 
her involvement in the AmeriCorps Program. 

In her role with Amer1Corps in Natchez, Shelly has two 
objectives: eliminating teenage pregnancy and re-establishing a 
YMCA in the community. When she began her AmeriCorps program, 
Shelly wanted to implement programs to help pregnant teenagers 
stay in school, take care of their bodies, and also focus on ma l e 
responsibility. 

Of course, in order to implement programs, the exact problem 
needs to be identified, and in this effort, the USM School of 
Social Work has agreed to assist her in compiling a scientific 
sexuality survey to be distributed. The basis of the survey will 
measure attitudes, knowledge and behavior among teens in grades 
8-12, and the public and private schools in Natchez have agreed to 
par ticipate in the survey. She has held numerous meetings with 
professionals, business, civic and political leaders and has 
successfu l ly acquired their support for deve l oping programs for 
pre gnant teP-ns and curbing the problem of teenage pregnancy. 

On Saturday, May 27, 1995, Reuben M. Greenberg, Police Chie f 
of Charleston, South Carolina, and nationally recognized author of 
Take Back our Streets, will be our guest speaker. Ms. Maggie Wade 
of WLBT TV in Jackson, MS, a well-known humanitarian who uses her 
local celebrity status to help chi ldren in need, wi l l also be 
featured. Your or the Vice President's participation would, of 
c ourse, be the highlight of the program that would ensure the 
succ ess of this rally to motivate our young people to stay in 
s chool , be res ponsib l e and abstain from sex. Your serious 
c one i deration to our invitation will certain l y be appre ciat ed. 

With warmest regards and best wishes, we look forward to 
hear i ng fr om you s oon . 

LLB: dv 

Yours very truly, 
----- -·- -· ·-:,-_; . .~ .. .,,-- ,..,--/ 

,? =') / ✓ "?,./, / ~ -t'~~v ----
L../[;.(.-/L ' ., \. • --

Larry L, 'Butch' Brown 
Mayor, City of Na t chez 

cc: The Honorable Al Gore, Vice President 
Mr. Joel Be r g 
Ms. Bettie Oliver 



N H National & Community Ser vice E xecut ive Board 

Choirs 
Terry Shumaker 
Gollogner, Collohon & Gartrell 

Deborah Tasker 
Dover Adult Learning Center 

Members 

Susan Auerbach 
NH Deportment of Education 

Or, Ketth Bird 
NH Tecnnicol Colleges/Institute 
System 

Kathleen Oe1morols 
Governors Office on Vo lunteensm 

Carol Dustin 
Grafton County Senior Citizens 
Council 

Or. Doniel Garvey 
American Youth Foundation 

Richard Leven 
Productive Systems. Inc. 

Poul Leather 
NH Divl!lon o f Vocotiona l 
Rehab1lita t1on 

Kathleen McQuode 
Bedford . NH 

Donald Mottlse 
u 

p 

Jam 

y ot Greo1er Nashua 

llette 

Memmack County Telephone 

Robert Momeou 
Teamsters Local #633 

Donald Pageotte 
Somerswonh. NH 

Raymond Trueman 
Unitea Brotherhood of Carpenters 
Local #92 1 

Ex· off lc io 

Peter Bender 
Corpora tion or Not,ona l Service 

Roy Worden 
NH Job Tro1ning Counc il 

S t off 

Mollie -Ann Whtte 
A""""lerC ~r ;:::s D1rector 

Tim Dupre 
ProgroM Coord ""IO'o r 

State Stewor-ds 

Heatthsource 

Cobletron System,, Inc. 

Bank of NH 

first 0i,postt Nallonot Bonk/ 
first Di,poslt Credtt Cord Bank 

NH Chorttobli, foundollon 

AmeriCorps: Getting things done in New Hampshire 

May 2, 1995 

Mr. Joel Berg 
US Dept. of Agriculture, Room 538-A 
l 4th and Independence Avenue, SVv' 
Washington, DC 20250-1300 

Dear Mr. Berg: 

The New Hampshire National and Community Service Executive Board would like to 
articulate its support for White Mountain National Forest AmeriCorps. 

We are particularly proud of the accomplishments New Hampshire AmeriCorps members 
have achieved for the citizens and visitors of New Hampshire. Eli Segal, CEO of the 
Corporation for National Service, stated at a meeting of AmeriCorps State Chairs on 
December 6, 1994, "New Hampshire has given us some of the finest AmeriCorps 
programs in the country." The White Mountain National Forest has played an important 
role in this success. 

Tourism is our largest industry with millions of people visiting New Hampshire's 
mountains and its wildlife every year. The White Mountain National Forest AmeriCorps 
program, the state's largest AmeriCorps program, not only helps preserve our natural 
resources but enhances economic gruvvth as well. 

In conclusion, we strongly recommend the renewal of the White Mountain ational Forest 
AmeriCorps program for 1996. We look forward to a continuation of the close 
relationships we have formed with White Mountain National Forest administrators ancl th e 

New Hampshire Conservation Corps. 

Sincerely, .----
1 e 4 .S k "'"" ~~c.,,__/ 
Terry Shumaker 
Co-chair 

Debbie asker 
Co-chair 

6 Ll O ld S u ncook Road • C o ncord. NH 033C ; • Fax: 603-229-3408 • Telepho ne: 6 03-229-3407 
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Si«r/llg Cornmlr~e A.pnci4s 

AmcriCorps•VIST A 

~c Educ:atioa Corps 

EnviroCorps 

Kennedy Middle School 

Looking Glass Job Center 

Northwest Service Academy 

Oregon Commission on 
Children and Families 

Oregon Commission for 
National and Comm1JI1ity 
Service 

Oregon Department of 
Education 

Food Bank 

n Youth Conservation 
Corps 

OSU Extension Sef'l icc 

North Portland Youth 
Conservation Corps 

Synergo 

The Oregon Oovemo~· School 

The Volunteer Center 

Clearinghouse Address:· 
Oregon Commission for 
National !.."?d C~=uni!)' 
Service 

PSU/Ncuberger Hall Rm. 369 
PO Box 751 
Portland.. O~gon 97207 
Tel: (503) 725-5903 
1-800-826-4865 

03) 725-3693 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• April 25, 1995 

April 27, 1995 

Ms. Jennifer Thompson 
c/o EnviroCorps . 
Portland METRO 
NE Grand A venue 
Portland, Oregon 97212 

Dear Jennifer: 

Just a note to thank you for your help in orchestrating the McDonald's Farm 
project for National Day of Service on Tuesday. It sounds like your site in 
Corbett accommodated lots of people. I can't wait to see the photos and/or video! 

I am enclosing some leftover buttons - I'd appreciate it if you would pass these 
along to your AmeriCorps members (and to anyone else who would like one!) 
There were a few YSA •teeshirts but they disappeared in a hurry. I'm checking 
'With their D.C. headquarters to see ifwe might get our hands on more. 

In the meantime, I'm enclosing a copy of the Project Evaluation fonn. I would 
appreciate it if you would take a few minutes to complete the sheet and re~ it 
in the enclosed self-addressed envelope. 

Thank you again for your help. And if you are ever on campus, I hope you will 
stop by the Commission Office so that we can meet. 

y~~;71Y, 

/~{P~~P~-
~tectinton-Jacky-/} -;;r­
Special Projects Co~or u 
*Youth Service America 

... BECAUSE NO ONE SHOULD BE HUNGRY 

TOTAL P. 20 



\/ , 1_1 ·r ,r 
.\li c hac.:1 A . . Pad ill :1. Sr. 

.Hoyo r Pru -Te111 
Richard R . Dial 

August 11 , 1995 

Director of National Service 
Mr. Joel Berg 
USDA/ Americorps 
AG Box 1310 
14th & Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, DC 20250-1310 

Dear Mr. Berg: 

<. i I 1 • (.r ,111111 issiu11ers 

~like.: Arnold 

Jac k \\ ·. S<.:o ll 

Stc.:n: ~t.·\·illc.: 

I would like to take this opportunity to inform you how much we have appreciated the 
Americorps staff in our Community. We have enjoyed working with Laura Horochowski, 
Ana Gomes, Erick Aune and Shantel Farnsworth. Theirs has been a true spirit of 
dedication, persistence and a commitment to the betterment of our City. They have shown 
an interest far above the normal realm of their duties and participated in Community 
projects beyond the scope of that which was required of them. 

At this time, I would also like to give my support for any further appropriation of funds to 
continue this worthwhile and effective program. 

I look forward to the opportunity of meeting you during your visit to our City. 

Debi Lee 
City Manager 

\ I '. • , 1 \ 1 ' ' l " - l ) '' 
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August 27, 1995 

Dear Mr. Joel Berg: 

~ 

(f;MJ, {f;zf;-/J;zf;-==== 
A.dult Day {;are {;enter 
P.O. Box 2467 Farmington, N.M. 87499 

325-8005 or 334-8614 

Struggling to begin a new project, ANY new project, is a study in 
frustration and tenacity. Commitment and persistence (and might I 
add long-suffering) are the necessary elements in success of a new 
project. There are so many "no"s and "come back next year" and 
"whi 1 e we do believe the work you are doing · is worthwhi 1 e ... " that 
sometimes one feels totally alone on the PLANET! 

Ameri Corps was introduced to us through county public services. 
Eric was the first person we told our situation to and he listened 
carefully and made an appointment to come to the facility. Laura, 
Shantel and Eric arrived and discussed what they could do and what 
they couldn't. !n short; they acquired donated m~terials, spread 
sheep manure and compost, planted grass seed, made a garden spot, 
trimmed tree's and planted flowers. They were wonderful. 

They also wrote grants and sent six out to foundations (we were 
turned down by every one). But the most important thing they did 
was CARE; the most important thing they gave was HOPE and the most 
important thing we received personally was the knowledge that AT 
LAST someone out there really thought that what we were trying to 
accomplish was important enough for them to roll up their sleeves 
and say "What can we do to help". 

We would add WELL DONE, and thank you from all our staff and board 
members. God bless you all. 

Si/cerely ,..,,,,/ A 

&u0Z1ec 7~~-
("'l-,,. rl .,.,....,. l-fl"'I l +-
-··-.,. • -•• - .... - • - I 

Executive Director 

Jack Wheat Joe Burns India Maxwell John McCu1!oc '"' David Tutt 
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July 3, J !>9S 

Ms. f>,.tt McVein 
/\lm:ricoq~s 
P.O. Box 158 
Drain, Oregon 9743S 

NRCS/SW OREGON RC&D 503 955 9574 P.02/02 

DOVG ROBERTSON JOYCE MO&CAN MIKE WlNTERS 

10)6 5.2 . Ooucl•• An. Rool'II 217 • ll;1cbur11. Orccu197•70 • (S0.1) U0-4201 

I would like to extend my appreciation as the Chair (>i'thc Dotq;las County Board of 
<. 'omruission~rs and the Umpqua Regional Council of Governments for your assistance and hdp 
iast week at the ecosystem Investment Team meeting. 

Your wiltin.gncss to t~e care of \he liltk details counts for so much on such a full-dny of 
;,ic;rivity. Plcnsc accept my thanks for taking such good care of all of us at the Civic Cent~r and 
hdping with the dishes! 

Joyce Morgan 
ChJir. Bo~rd of Commissioners 

TOTAL P.02 



--- South Carolina ---

DH EC 
Depanment of Health and Environmental Control 

2600 Bu ll Street. Columbia, SC 29201 

Mr. Mark Berkland 
USDA/NRCS 
1835 Assembly St. 
Co!!..!r:-it:ia, SC 29209 

Dear Mark, 

Commissioner: Douglas E. Bryant 

Board: John H. Burriss. Cha irman 
Sandra J . Molander, Secretary 

Promoting Health. Protecting the Env,ronment 

June 14, 1995 

Richard E. Jabbour, DDS 
William M. Hull . Jr., MD 
Roger Leaks. Jr. 

I just wanted to take a momc., ,; ·lu write and te ll you the wonderful job the AmeriCorps group 
did for us. 

We offer a kindergarten through 12th grade sol id waste curriculum to schools across the 
state at no charge . The curriculum, which was developed by DHEC in conjunction with a 
statewide group of tea chers and the S.C. Department of Education , has been available since 
January 1994. Since its introduction, almost 3,000 teachers have been trained on the curriculum 
in 75 of the state 's 91 school districts . 

The AmeriCorps group, led by John E. Morgan Ill, reviewed the curriculum and researched 
parallel materials and contacted the organizations for that information. The group also did cost 
analysis for each of the 160-plus lessons. 

Morgan, Diggs Hill , Jr., Karen Kinard, Madeline Cislo and Abby Gage worked quickly and 
thoroughly. Each of their projects will provide us with much needed information and make the 
curriculum a better product. 

We would be honored to have them back for another project. 

Sincerely, 

J/_µ(.-- Jv. tAI-
William W. Culler, Director 
Division of Solid Waste Management 

n 
\, J recyclecJ pi1p er 



= OF THE PRINCIPAL 

April 21, 1995 

Mr. Mark Berkland 
USDA NRCS 

Forest Lake Elementary School 
6801 BROOKFIELD ROAD 

COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29206 

1835 Assembly Street, Room 950 
Columbia, SC 29201 

Dear Mr. Berkland: 

PHONE : 803-782-0470 

On behalf of the entire Forest Lake Elementary ..,1.1 .;1munity, I would like to thank your Americore 
Volunteers , Madeline Cislo, Diggs Hall , and Karen Kinard . These students made our School 
Improvement Council 's Beautification Project a reali ty. Their hard work has begun the process of 
creating an outdoor learning environment for our community of learners . 

Our students will benefit from the positive role modeling of these fine college students . Everyone 
involved with Forest Lake has admired the efforts of the Americore Volunteers. Neighbors have 
already inquired about how they can contribute their own tirne and talents to continue the 

evelopment of an outdoor classrooms. Our vision is now becoming a reality and the 
nvolvement of everyone is critical to the success of our dreams. 

Again, thank you for providing these excellent students to Forest Lake Elementary School. We 
truly appreciate their contribution to our community. 

Sincerely, 

Martha R. Roberts 
Principal 

·­----...--- --
~r,iif.HP;g 
RKliL\!\'D 
5chool Districl 

T·W·O 



United states 
Department of 

:Agriculture 

Natural 
Resources 
Conservation 
service 

301 University Ridge 
suite 4800 
Greenville, s. c. 29601 
Telephone (803)467-2775 
FAX (803)467-2774 

M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: Walley Turner 

FROM: 

ASTC (P) T'(/ 
Dave Demarest!di~ph-
Urban Resources Conservationist 

DATE: June 14, 1995 

SUBJECT: Commendation of Americorps Team Gl 

I just wanted to take this opportunity to express my appreciation 
for the work done by Americorps Team Gl. Their work done on the 
Happy Hearts Community Center/Park was outstanding. 

Team members Chris Beaver, Susan Miller, Angi Paulus, Sherrell 
Ste,.rens and Beck~{ Wooten should be ccrnrnended for tl-1eir dedica Lion. 
heir enthusiasm and genuine community concern was most admirable. 

The comments I have received from the sponsor Mike Hendrix of the 
Greenville County Recreation Commission have been most favorable 
and have also mirrored my above comments. 

Arnericorps is truly a worthwhile program that is fortunate to have 
quality people like the five young people that make up Arnericorps 
Team Gl. 

DWD:sh 
cc: Jimmy Sanders 

Sherrell Stevens/Team Leader Gl 

Th~ ·al Resources conservation Service, 
formerly the Soil con.servation service , 
is an agency of the 
~nited States l)epa...-tinent of Agriculture AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 



United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

COWPENS NAT I ONA L BATTLEF I ELD 

POST OFFICE BOX 308 

CHESNEE, SOUTH CAROLINA 29323 

June 16, 1995 

Mr . Mark Berkland 
Natural Resource Conservation Service 
1835 Room 950 
Columbia, SC 29201 

Dear Sir: 

An Americorp Team, led by Chris Bever, has just c~~ ~leted two 
weeks of work at Cowpens National Battlefield. I WdS very much 
impressed with them as I was the team whi~~ worked for us at 
Ninety Six National Historic Site. The young people who worked 
on these teams did high-quality and long-lasting work. They were 
dedicated, hard working, enthusiastic, and self-motivated. And 
they were ready to do anything which we asked of them. 

A major distraction I first noticed when I arrived at Cowpens was 

•

the red clay banks covered with wePds at the entrance cf the 
park. We desperately needed to do something about this problem 
area so this crew was asked to conceive and design a landscape 
plan and then implemented it by creating plant beds in these 
troublesome locations. This they did in exemplary fashion along 
with developing plans for future expansion. 

Other projects at Cowpens were the building of a map case for our 
hanging park construction blueprints, park drawings and maps; 
reorganizing our research library so researchers can find needed 
materials; striping of our parking area particularly the 
handicapped slots; and assisting the park staff in preparing for 
the Mighty Moo festivities. This yearly event was made speci a l 
by the dedication of the model ship to honor the men who served 
on the namesake of the Battle of Cowpens. The assistance 
provided by the Americorp team was invaluab l e. All of the wo rk 
requested was completed on or ahead of schedule along with other 
projects they d id on their own. 

It was such a delight to have this team at Cowpens that we 
welcome any Americorp team, or as many teams as are available, in 
the future. ___ _ 

Sincerely 

. Farre l l Saunders 
Superintendent 

f:~ ;~J ·;-;s • ;==-i n--_,-;; r~-~; I"" 1 '.' i .\ ) I r ~ •. .- I ;: • t , ' -' / ! . .l f · \ • 
f ! ! ~ .. .. • I . .. • •. . ~ , • . \ 
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FROM : TOWNorBLACfoJ ILLE 
PHm✓E NO. : 284 3243 

131ack't'llle CommunltYwlde l)()wntown 
l)evelopment •ssoclatlon {EC00.4) 

M~ Ja..c.Q.u.~n,Q. Po-'1.-t.e.ll 
Amvi.lc.01t.p Re.pJt.~e.n.-ta,..:U..v Q.. 

2 1 3 ij. La..Jt..-U..gu.Q.. SUQ..d 
a.ta..c.h.vu.te., SC 29517 

P e.a,,t, M~ P oJt..t.<Vt., 

Ma.y 2, 19 9 5 

I would. Uh.e. -t.o c.omme.rt..d you., ~oJt.. a...l.t the- 4'Ld wo11..h. you.• v~ don.e. w~ 
-the. 13l.a...ch..v~Q.. eommt.U1.UywJ...dq_ a.,Jt,~ iu. a..n.. AmG..1t.lc.011.,p me.mbVt.. YoU.'t­
~~ U.ta.n. c. e. ,t, o o UA, o .IL g a..n. -L z a-.t.l on. ,Ln. .the. .to C4.-t c.. o mmu..n.L-t y ha./2 b fl. U'L t-Uv1., a.. 
gu-Ld..ln.g ~lgh,t ou..t o~ a.. do.1th .t..tutn~, Yol.Vl- e.x.pVl.-t-l..J.><?- ha.-6 a...6-6U..te.d 
-Ln.d-L v J...du..a..-t.-6 -ln. o u.1t. e,o mmu.n.-l...t y .{.n. ~u.ch. CV!. e.a,..,6 ~ h. 01.U>..t.n. g , JW.'ta..t 

de. v do pm fl.rt..-t , CA e..a,..t,J..,n. g p u. b .l-i.c.. a.n. d p Jt...L v a....te.. v ~e...J.> ~ o Jt. a..d.U--U:.-o ~ w e..e..t 
u o u..,,r., y o 1.d: . .h. , a..nd a. v vuu .. ~ ~ O-'l. t.ow Lri . .t~u..t ..t.oa..M .to M.ta.b ~h <l.d 
bu..-6-Lrt.U-6M a.n.d 4U--U.Vt<!. bUA.-Ln.Q.-6..bU. Th.~ ,4p-<..,Jt..,(,,:t. o,6 ,th.,L).i c.ommu.n.....U..y h.a.--b 
c)u:1,.n,g~d ~Jt.om "itJ....o..t waJ..:t a.n.d .6e..~" .to "w~ c.a..n. e,,t,ca..a.,t,tZ. a.n.d ..(.11lpJt.ovQ.. -' oJt. 
~!.!.~~ (?...tv u. . " I ' m ~ UJt.e.. ,th.a,..t -tft....L-6 "-6 p..0t,U" ha.--!> a. .to ..t. .to do w-i....th y 01.Vt 

du0~ a.n.d d¾Vfl. _,o~ p.1t,09Jt.U~ -ln. ~h-l-6 eommu.nJ..,ty , 

Yo!Vt- d.e.d.{.c.a,.t.,i..on. a.n.d dq.-¢,vt,/l. -to h.~p th,Q.. c.ommu..n .... Lty .l-6 -to be... comme.n.de..d 
b !J ~ who tuiow you.. My-6e..4 a..n,d -th.fi- ac DDA wou,..ld Uh.~ .to -ba.lJ 11 ..tha..n.h. 
IJOLL. (Ut..d h,Q.,Q..I') U.P .th.e. g O oa wo~lt! " 
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1522 Highland Avenue, Knoxville, Ten_nessee 37916 

May 17, 1995 

Jeremy Williams 
Clinch-Powell 
Resource Conservation & Development Council 
Route 2, Box 423 - ::_ 
Rutledge, 1N 37861 

Dear Jeremy, 

615 525-9945 

This is to express support for AmeriCorp participation in East Tennessee public and 
nonprofit services. The involvement of AmeriCorp volunteers with the Clinch­
Powell Resource Conservation & Development Council has greatly enhanced the 
ability of rural organizations to obtairi support services for their community 
improvement projects. With past and current support from the VISTA program, 
now combined to include AmeriCorp,the Community Design Center has been 
providing services to community groups and nonprofit for 25 years. These two 
groups have spawned a partnership of assistance and referral between VIST As at 
the Community Design Center and ArrieriCorp at the Clinch-Powell Resource 
r""4.-- -- - ·-...!-- o _ T"'\. --·-- 1 _____ .. ,--. ,.... . . --=1 · ,,.., __ _ .. t.. __ ... t.. - .... -- t...-1 - !-- 1 ..... ,... ,_1 _ __ ; ...J ...,_,,.,,.. 
\..,VU.::,Cl VelUVU. ex. .LJt;VClU_IJlllClll \..,VWl~ll, . J.V5cu1c1 u1c y a.it; llCl_lJlll!; lU\,(11 lt;;)l U CUl::) 

and organizations bring about positive_c~_?nges in their co~munities. 

As manager of the Design Works program at the Community Design Center I greatly 
appreciate the support of the VISTA* ArneriCorp program. I began my nonprofit 
community service as a VISTA in 1984 before becoming a paid staff member. The 
local efforts of groups and individuals are greatly enhanced by the organizational • 
support of volunteer programs enabling them to accomplish more and greater 
things. I hope that the partnership of VISTA* AmeriCorp, the Clinch-Powell 
Resource Conservation & Development Council and the East Tennessee 
Community Design Center can continue to be an asset to the people and 
communities of East Tennessee. • 

Sincerely 

J/ 

T P PmT rhiJ,irp c;: c;: 
- • - - - - J -··· ·-· ---

Design Works Manager 

A United Way Agency 



SEP- 6-95 WED 14:37 MAN RD02 
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(802) ~44. J 106 

ST• 1/C Robert Kalinowsl< 1 
P.O. Box 215 
Shaftsbury, VT 05262 
(S02)442-5421 

To Joan McCloud 

ffe,tutc of )gcrmont 

,19cptrtuu~nt uf l}lublic jnfrtu 
DIVISION OF STATE POLICE 

State Complex 
103 South Main Street 
Waterbury, 05671-2101 

August 26. 1995 

P.02 

Field Force Division 
(802) 244-8775 

Crim inal Di vision 
(&02) 244-8781 

Sur,port Services Dlvis1on 
(802) 244,8786 

[ wou ld like to express my apprec1at1on for all of the assistance you and the Green Mt . 
National Forest, along wirh the group of people participating in A:nericorps. r am s nine 
year member of the Vt State Police Search and Rescue Team. I have puticipated in numerous 
searches all over the state and have worked with many groups and organizations . No1ma ll y 
I take a group of sever&! people and perform grid searches such as the search in Wood ford 
during the week of OS 1495 . 

I was informed that you were more or less in charge of the group irom Americorps. The two 
days that we performed g,1 id searches, I had the opportunity to be part of the team made up 
mos tly of Americorps people. I can honestly say that this group I had on both days was one 
of the best gtO\JPS I have ever worked with in the woods . The weather was not the best on 
one of the days The terrain was not the eas iest, and the hours were long. I did not hear a 
complaint . I on ly encountered enthusiasm, The group was determined to find the lost man, 
and even wanted to come back a third da.y to assist. 

Th is was a valuable resource and it was a pleasure to work with these people. l understand 
thA t the Amertcorps is federally funded and ls !n d1.nger of being cut in 1996. This would 
be very unfortuna te beca use if they perform al! of their deta il s as they performed during the 
search, the program will be missed. 

Aga in, thanks for all of the help. 

SY3t!flY, 

f</i~ ;( ) · ~ 
ST-1/C Robert Kalinowski 

UNITY 
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AmeriCorp workers building 
new home for WWII veteran 

By Eddie Arnold 
Keavy resident Bertress Felt­

ner served his country during 
World War II - now, the govern­
ment is getting a chance to help 
him. 

Feltner will soon have a new 
home thanks to the efforts of 
local AmeriCorps workers and 
other local community service 
agencies . 

Local AmeriCorps worker Tina 
King, who is assigned to the Lon­
don Rural Economic Community 
Development c,ffice (formerly the 
Farmers Home Administration), 
has been working to make the 
Feltner project a reality for more 
than seven months . 

When King first visited the 

Feltner home to do a health and 
safety assessment, she found that 
the elderly man, who has numer­
ous health problems, was living 
in conditions that were less than 
adequate. 

WAlking thrn11gh Felt.nn ' "' 
frame home, King explained that 
the house was extremely cold in 
the winter. His only source of 
heat was a coal-fired stove which 
left a layer of coal dust through­
out the house . 

King said that she worked with 
members of London's Heavenly 
Helpers to get a cook stove for 
Feltner to allow him to cook 
meals at home. I 

"I bet I've made 50 trips out . 
here," King said, adding that she 1 
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►COMMUNITY SERVICE 

High desert residents moving 
forward, thanks to AmeriCorps 
By Julie Johnson 
Dailt; Prts3 

Valli Andreasen knew she needed a 
change. 

The oldest or her six sons was enter­
Ing 10th irade. so she would soon have 
to get a Job to help send the children to 
colle:e. 

!~t becau!e !he h~d drop:,~ her 
1oal or a degree ln 1ooloc,, to .1pend 17 
years as a· bo01emaker, Andreasen 
didn't know what she should do. 

An advertisement for AmeriCorps • 
changed that. . 

Now the 37-year-old is three monUu 
from completinc het one-year portion 
ot a project to survey soil at Fort Irwin. 
When she tinlsbes she wilt have $4, 7~ 
ln sehotarshlp m0neywaitln1 rorher. 

"It's nice to ~ able to contribute to 
. Ule community," Andreasen said oCthe 
project. '"And t earned an educaUon 
•award so I can continue s1:hooL .. 
. •AmeriCorps ls a Ceder-ally funded 
proc-a!'?l that pays (or community ser-

► AME RICORPS / From Bl 
vation. 

In addition to a scholarship, 
AmeriCorps pays workers. who 
must be at least li years old and 
U.S. citizens, a living stipend or 
about Sl2.000 for the year they 
a pend in the program. 

Aguayo said he hopes to iet the 
soil survey runded again next 
year. He also wants to expand 
the project to the Chemehuevi 
Ind ian Reservation. across the 
Colorado Riv er from Havasu 

vice throu1hout the nation. This was 
the nrst year money went to the Natu­
ral Resources Conservation Service In 
Apple Valley, uld district con• 
servationist Rick Aguayo. 

The protram ,ave him enouch 
money to start soil 1ur-1eys at Fort 
Irwin. Edwards Air Force Base and 
the ~arine Corps Alr-Ground Combat 
Center at Twentynine Palms. Six peo• 
pie or various ages are currently en­
rolled. 

Soil surYeys map the different types 
ot'soil ln a region, said Crisand Giles, a 
24-year-old partlclpant t'rom Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo. lf the type of soil ls 
known. scientists can determine, ror 
instance, where desert tortoises miiht 
live or how to treat a hazardous spill, 
ahesaid. 

Aiuayo's nve-year project is unique 
to AmeriCorps. Moat are short-term, 
1uch u planting trees or diverting a 
atream. 

~ayo's six participants have also 
worked in the community, teachlni 
school children about soil and conser­

Plea.suee AMERICORPS, 84► 

C1tr . :-Jev. Part ic ipa nll wouid 
work with the tribe to plant tradi· 
tiona l crops and he lp them app ly 
for grant :noney. 

"I think it 's a win-win situa­
tion," he sa id . "These folks are 
prov idi ng com munity serv ice 
and will be a ble to pay for 
school." 
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·Op1n1on 
Saving funding,_ -f o,Qd 

. - • - . .. 
pectfut, open~minded; community.based, worthy. 

No, this is not the new creed of the Boy Scouts. These 
are some of the "aluC$ embodied by th~ Vermont Anti• . •. 

unser Corps, •· Pf'Oi!'llll to (eed disadvantaged Vermont- . 
•ers that is worth watcbini. • • . : 

The year-old effort is part of President Ointon•• AmeriCorps 
-services program, bis domestic ver1ion of the Peace Corps. In 
exchange for a small wa&e and later money for colle1e, volunteen 
work in community service p"rojects. In this case, the winner1 are 
hunar)' Vermonters. . • . 

Though the program is now a target for Washin1ton's budget 
cutters, includin1 the $850,000 that goes to Vermont's effort, its 
attributes are precisely what aovernment should be doing for 
·disadvanta&ed people. • . 

I Respectful. The corps does not just aive food away. Rcspcct­
'ing the people it 1erve;, the an.ti-hun,er effort joins with city . 
recreation in St. Albans, 'for example, and then provides lunch 'for 
the kids who come to swim. • 

■ Opeo-mltidecl. The corps has tapped into whatever resources 
will feed whoever needs to be fed. The inmates• prden at the 
Northwest State Correction-1 Center in St. Albans - already a 
provider of 30,000 pounds of food to hungry Vermonten each year 
- · -has been a focus for·one corps volunteer. . . . 
. ■ ·eommunlty based. Far from using a federal know-it-all . 
approach, the corps devises local 10tutions to local problems. 
Many of the worker1 are volunteers, and the food is of\"en arown at 
community gardens. • 
. The merit of this strategy is that the program's beneficiaries -
often the rural poor - learn s'k.ills and develop systems that they 
can sustain them.selves. without outside help. it also means the 
corps' work fits the community's needs. 
• ■ Worthy .• Somc of the program's local ideas may be dupli-
cated statewide, for example' teaching proper nutrition to fur­
loughed prison inmates. The anti-hunger effort has also won 
Vermont recognition and a chance to serve as I national model -
"not bv 2ivin2 more handouts but bv building onnortunitv 111nli 
responsibility-amon, the people they are-woikin~, · ~th:"-said.Joel 
Berg, Agriculture Department director of national service. 

These goals replicate those of many of Washington's fiscal 
conservati ves, yet they do not place the corps above budget cuts. 
The federal government's debt is more than $4.5 trillion, and 
~owing. AmeriCorps' status as a pet Clinton initiative makes it 
• partkula.:1y vulnerar-le. . 
·: So are the· people it serves. The program •s values are so Boy 
Scout-laudable, it <icserves betler. Its return on fecieral investment 
1s high , too, for the hungry and for tbe part icipants. 
. The state's Coniressional delegation should help it survive. 
Meanwhile Vermonters should continue to expand the program's 
volunteer supporters . Good ideas should survive no rnattc:r who i5 
J:)aying for them. 

THE BURLINGON FREE PRESS 
BURLINGTON, VERMONT 

JUNE 27, 1995 
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· , __ AMERICORPS 
GETTING THINGS DOI\TE 

In Rural South Carolina 

"There is no member of the U.S. Congress more committed to the AmeriCorps program than I ~m. 1 feel 
ve_ry strongly about volunt_eensm: ~ District Congressman James Clyburn on Tuesday tells thP 4.:J ~ Car­
olina members of the national serYJCe program begun by President Clinton. The NneriC<--;JS members are 1n 
Santee for a two-day training session. (T&D photo by David P. Pnillips) 

AmeriCorps builds spirit to fight 
hate of Oklahoma City, Clyburn says 
By GENE CRIDER 
T&D Staff Writer 

SANTEE, S.C. - It was a day when AmeriCorps 
members showed what they can accomplish by work­
ing together. 

And they received encouragement from 6th Dis­
trict Congressman James Clyburn, who said ex-peri­
ences such as theirs can prevent occurre1 ces such as 
the Oklru~ou,.a Cit/ bowb~-,.g by ~achir,.b ~up!e to 
wort. ti:igether. 

Tht' 40 South Carolina members of the 1.1tional 
ser.ice program started by President Clinto1. spent 
:nuch of the morning Tuesday cl ea.rung the to "11 of 
Santee - painting the tcrwn police department, clean­
ing • ._ roadside along Highv:ay 15 and making r(­
~ ! 1 a nearby day care center. 

Ti, AmeriCorps members are in Santee for a 

two-day training session. Besides attending work­
shops on everything from using time wisely to serv­
ing customers, members also heard Clyburn express 
his support for the program. 

"There is no member of the U.S. Congress more 
committed to the AmeriCorps program than I am," 
Clyburn said. ~1 feel very strongly about volun­
teerism." 

Everyone ought to find something to do ,.,,ith their 
c::n.::rg,y arnl t'athw.ii:1.':im, fur which Ll-1t!y are not paid, 
Clyburn said. Every mearungful job he has had has 
not paid a salary, he said. 

And volunteerism does not go unnoticed , he said, 
relating the story flfhow his volunteer effort.s while 
he was a school teacher led to his becoming direct.or 
of an area . eighborhood Youth Program. 

Please see AmeriCorps, 2B 
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Clyburn: Volunteerism helps 
~c:l!'!·C,:---, 

-i didn't stop doing volunteer work,• Clyburn said. 
Eventually, his eft'orta were noticed again, eventually 
leading to his poaitioo u South C-arolina human affairs 
cmnmiM:ioner, he aaici. 

Nine-to-five jobe can be rewardina, but volun­
teeriam provides reward, for the pencn ..-ved and the 
..-wr, Clyburn said. And it• 1"800ll"ned. he said. 

Clyburn then slipped into a diaoiuioo of the Okla­
homa City bombing, aayinc he know, the occummce 
c:aueed many in the audience to grieft. 

He quoted a letter written by Martin Luther King 
Jr. to IOID8 clergymen be wrote while be wa, in a 
Birmi1;am, Ala., jail in 1963. 1be ~l.Ddl bad told 
the ci~ righta lead~ that they believ~ in his cause, 
bQ_t that they Ceh hia preeence wu a disruptive one 
~ WU wrong. 

King wrote that timing is neutral- time doel not re­
lOMl problems -and that -i'Dt :ning to believe the 
people ot ill-will in our eociety a much better use 
fit&eir ti.me than peopJe ot l0CXl wiJl.• 

Th- ~ _,n,n"hi}ity olbaa act» faila not oolv on bad 
~butalso~~~--
- Democracy cannot be baa in a IOciety, 
and~ who cloee aociety down •can not be called 
~~otic, because that's not what patriotism means • 
Clyburn said. The AmeriCorpa members' work "iB 
what pe.triotism is all abrut.. 
' . The memben ahould "build • 've 
'8a ~ AmeriQrpe and the !r'1..+ir.na~~ had 
=-~-~work •on what patzi~~ ~t,• he 

-We need each 
other and no one 
o( UI ii more im-

portant than the ~ .· Clyburn said. It ii working to . 
rether' that bui1d8 COOlIDUDitiea,. lltaU!18 an,i rvdams --

"'Once we learn that, we will leern what patriotism 
really ... he said. -

· Clyburn wun't the only official at the program. 
State and local official, were oo hand f'or a morning 
pre88 conference and the afternoon • including 
AmeriC«ps' U.S. Depertment of•-=- National 
Service Director Joel Berg. ~-1,'-Y~ 

Berg, who wu mowing g:raaa out.aide town hall in 
the mcrning, said he WU on hand to abow hil 9UppOr't 
ir the P'0F81ll on the day that Clintoo NMiJ)ir.ed na­
tiooal lEl'TI08, with a b::ua cm rural America. 

The South Carolina program ill •an about9 helping 
rural areal, Ber¥ aaid. AmeriCorpe members in South 
Carolina are w~to • cooununities ror the 
C'OOUDOO p,d and • ~cierty. buildq «ctry hy-
drants" md outdoor • centen, and otnel" work. 

He al8o ltreaaed that moet AmeriCorpe worbn are 
not directed by the federal IOffl'1lIIKUlt. but by state 
,ovemmenta who uae the Cree manpower to 8el"ft com­
mamitiM' needs. 

AmeriCorpa ii not about dom, make-work, "it.a 
~ ~ ~ ~• ir a~ _South Carolina 
UMl natlOD, oe AlQ. Aliiu, it ~ ~ &nd 

poor ltudenta Albd a~ ecbatinn 
Berg alao took time out durinc the press cmf'erenoe 

to express regrets ror the death of Joeephine High of' 
Holly Hill, who waa a member ot the AmeriC.orpe from 
the first. Higb's family wu to receive a presidential 
reoognition later TuMday eveoinc-
~ work o( the AmeriCorpl members impresaed 

othen - well -i think it'1 a wonderful thing to 1ee young people 
take an inter'Mt in the eoviromneot and the C011IJDuni­
ty,• Oranseburi County ~A-lfichway Coordinator 
Fred Wehrun said. • 

-We are proud, very proud, to have this meeting 
here today,• Santee Mayor Franklin 
B. Goodwin said. • ~ 700 know who 
c.-auaed it?" he uked, pwiting to 
AmeriCorpe member Gloria Ricllard­
aoo o{Bowman, WOO helped bring the 
meeting to Santee. 

. AmeriCorpe employees receive a 
, 12,000 a year living allowance, 
health and child care benefits and a 
$4,725 educational award. 
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AmeriCorps 
service honors 
go to 3 locals· 
~ ALEC IOS£N•ERG 
SWf Wrller 

ArDeriCorps 
(CO..ChtUICI ff'OIII U) 

Wintcrhavcfl. aueadod ~ 
a'lctlin;J. of the Clltc:rpriM ccaunu-
11.isy committt'°, "1l.cd lb bomeo-n· 
crs abaul fOYrrmnem p,o,aasu. ad 
promoted •~onomlc dndopmeat 
far1hifwa. 

Tm JOC1 of lib u ar-buAdc,r 
from 1M office,"' &he ml 

Oonulu and Lon111oa a.a¥e 
4ooe ~h wod: for die kn 
llcoaomk ud Commun&'1 Dtvtl· 
l!plDCal Scnib, P'IYIOUIJJ bown 
e:. t!!e P~-=:~~ He~e 
~&&lon. 

Tbc)' ll>Oa\Iy ~ ..-kb elderly 
people, many who anJy apou ~ 
kb, ar.d islformed them of 
propami aftd ?atlpcd dam~ 
~-

... f'ccl ,rcai btcause 1•.,. *" 
lle1pin, Ill)' commu"U)'," Ocar&Jtz 
,aid. 
• Many P.cp"blicau u~• eritl• 
cluid AmeriCo,P't caJliq k IOO 
~rurvc fbr d'lck Cirnol, 'Ille pro­
~ ., .. .Uoelled ms IQ1Uk)o for 

i!il1 ~ear, but Coi,iiu may aat or 
kitt die P«llfD -~ )UR. -,, 11 lmponat . ._ Che lldca&r 
terv~ aod AmeriCarpl hep sea• 
llftJ flladtd ," '"'said. -h COIII 
tboul IIS-16,000 • J"C-11 (par per• 
ton) for Asn.crtCorpt , h COIU 
$,401J,o I year IO lock tomo<lQC up, 
1lala aauoa"' buJ1t on OCllllllQonlty 
st!OO, IDd lbat'I wbal ~ 
'WltbulJ&DL" 

n.e wee 1m,m11 Count)' pa:r. 
t5dptnb ri.1-.cf lhN,- lcrvb MXt 
IDOft1h, I 

Bldl -ut Nca"I S4,?2S tcb:a­
lkllla!scipead,106ddm 1Mit .tu. 
alien. 

oou.aitz ffl iMvaeo& plan lo 
·.-sue their ltldllna ~.,, • 
lt.>SU'a Imperial Valky Carnpu1. 
A!varu "'m purin 11111ur'1 
-,rec& in pi&ycboloo ad public 
1chnl11i1traUoa, ~,o 11 IDSU•1 
~lVaD,ycampui. 

1nae1 an 1n ~ they ,wci, 
,-Sia~ . 

•AafflCotp1 ••laly lt abouc 
bal"1.l n1 WU. 11 Alvmz l&id. "It 
MDl!ftll ~ die COIUIIDllty Ud 
dtt lodMd~, ~ pvtloipatc. l 
thiDk badl aldcaoad IP~.• 
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EMILY JONES passes our lunch pack:iges at the St. 
Albans swimming pool during the first day of the sum­
mer lunch progr:im fm :ire:i chi ldren rPbotograph by 
John Thomton/ 

JAMIE DOES delivers a load of radishes to the 
Franklin/Grand Isle Communny Action office in St. 
Al bans. Wednesdav. (Photograph by john Thorntonj 

For some) the answer is Americorps 
S T O R I E S B }' K A T H A R I .\' E B I L O D E A C 

'Jfy life u;as feeling meaningless ... ' • 

ST. ALBA.i'\l'S - There is a feeling ,vou get 
when about to embark on some new leg of 
the life race. It's a sort of an anxiety on 

confusion sandwich. light on the conviction 
please . 

Probably everyone experiences this feeling 
at one time or another, the most common bei ng 
th at str ange limbo 

T/Je thread of commwziiy 

ST. ALB.A.NS - Commuru ty. Comm unity 
a~tion, _c?mmunity involvement, commu­
ruty spmt. 

These are themes that have recurred in 
J amie Does' life, leading or foll owing him on 
hi s far-ranging travel s and wide-ranging 
in terests . 

Eventually they land­
ed him here in St. between high school and 

the "real world." 
For some, a year off. 

th inking and foc usi ng 
while possibly a lso 
doing something pro­
ductive, migh t be the 
best thing in the world. 

About Anz ericorps ... Albans , as an 
Americorps, Anti-

Emily J ones. an 
Ame ricorps volunteer 
working in St. Albans. is 
one fo r whom thi s 
worked wel l. 

She grew up in what 
is known as the Kew 
North End in 
Burlington . She went 
through the Bur in;,,::, m 
school system and \,·h ,!n 

E mi6·Jones ,mdjamie Does are tlco 1,'0/u11-
teers for the Venn o111 Anti-Hunger Corps. a 
dii'ision of the Ame,icorps program. The 
program is ilz its pilot year in Vem1012! zl'ilh 
jiL t;< 8-mt:IIIUIT tt1Ul/t~ UrUUlll/ i1Jt1 ~iui~. 

The volunteers 1cork fo r a subsistence 
stipend ubich goes tou:ard their room and 
board Al the end of their one-year com mit­
ment, they rece fi·e an educational award of 
$-i. t25 to be put IOtl'Clrd some fonn of scbool. 

► See AHERJCORPS, p. 8 

Hunger Cor ps volun­
teer. But in 26 years, his 
life has take consider­
able twists and turns. 

In junior high, his par­
ents took him out of thP 
Burlington School sys­
tem and entered h im 
into an alte rnative edu­
cation experience called 
the pa radis, project. 

For two years he 
worked on life skills like 
public speaking, and 
em powerment while 
t r aveling all ove r the 

graduation came arc, und , she wasn't really 
sure what she wante:c!. 

country on student-pl anned trips. 

She end ed u p .., : Am he rs t Coilt:ge. in 

Amherst :\ f :i:="'· m~,; .·-- :, c in rhc i:1fam ocJ, 

At the top level of the program. he di rected 
and led h is own comm unity sen·ice project. 

Then he went th rough Burlin1;ton H ig'.1 
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meriCorps gets thumbs 
up from members 

By PAUL FATTIG 

oftheMailTribune F'1ve spots open ,· n fal I RED BUTTES WILDERNESS - Ed-
die Mather has hacked a trail out of the 
wilderness. 

On the physical level, he's done that as 
a member of AmeriCorps' six-member 
"back country" team clearing the Butte 
Fork trail deep in the 20,323-acre Red 
Buttes Wilderness in the Rogue River Na­
tional Forest. 

But on the spiritual level, Mather, 21, a 
high school dropout who temporarily lost 
his way through drug abuse, has blazed a 
path out of a personal wilderness to enroll 
in college. 

"AmeriCorps has helped me turn my 
whole life around," said the soft-spoken 
youth while taking a break clearing brush 
along the Butte Fork trail . 

Having left drugs behind two years ago 
and now with a fia:1ce and four children. 
including two stepchildren, he intends to 
use his AmeriCorps experience to forge a 
fu 

has given me coiiege money, .. he 
ding that he will begin classes at 

em Oregon State College this fall. 
"And it has given me a good look at how 
it would be to work for the Forest Ser;ice. 
something I want to do. I push myself 
now." 

Mather is one of 31 AmeriCorps mem­
bers based in the Rogue River forest grad­
uating this coming week after a 10-month 
tour that began Nov. 1, 1994. The local 
national service crew, one of 40 nation­
wide, has been deployed out of the old 
Star Gulch facility of the Applegate Rang­
er District. 

Program participants, all from 17 to 23, 
earn at least $7,500 and an educational 
voucher of $4.725 for 10 months of work. 

There are about 20,000 members na­
tionwide, all pathfinders in the program's 
first year. 

. The crew has earned its keep. observed 
Bill Fleeger, a Rogue River forest employ­
ee working with AmeriCorps members. 

"They·ve done a lot of work," he said. 
"And most of it would not have been ac­
complished otherwise." 

Because of stafT and budget shortages. 
the Forest Sen ice hasn·t been able to do 
a lot of work it had done in the past, he 

1;, incd . 
they (Ame,iCorps) did more than 

.·~s of tr::" ··1a.i. :c:1ar.ce a::d IT. 0~c 
- .000 acres o, silvicu!ture work.'. he 

sc1 \d . .. Th at ·s r,-: • including the worl-­
the:; \ ·e done in ti ~ communities." 

! !, Bt! tle Fa!!, . •- neriC'orps crews r en, ,. 
\ ,, ,, ·d the com1! , .. it~ h::..l'., ceroo[ed l " L 
,~ ... • ·~ , ;:. r,:i·~: f"l '!,. : : dH ~; d,·,ra!k, \\' c, !·~ ;: · 

GRA.i'l'TS PASS - The Southwest 
Oregon Resource Conservation & De­
velopment Council is recruiting five 
people for its AmeriCorps program to 
begin early in October. 

The five participants will work in rur­
al areas to help plan and implement 
natural resource enhancements and 
community development, explained co­
ordinator Amy Wilson. 

In this program, participants will 
work for a full year, earning a stipend 
of $12,000 and an educational voucher 
of $4 ,725, she said. Funding for that 
program already has been approved by 

Prospect included installing lighting and 
covered bleachers at the high school and 
community field , and building an arbore­
tum. 

"Tiie)' ·ve hei~ cummunii.ies, waler­
sheds and wildlife," Fleeger said, adding, 
"And I think we've helped the next gen­
eration of Americans along the way." 

While Congress is still haggling over 
AmeriCorps funding - a final decision on 
the portion administered by the Forest 
Service is expected late next month or 
early in October - the agency is optimistic 
that the program will continue next year, 
said Mindy Martin, AmeriCorps program 
director for the Rogue River forest. 

Another group of 32 participants is ex­
pected to begin a 10-month tour on Nov. 
l . she said. Those interested should con­
tact ~1artin at her office at 899-1812. 

"We feel confident that it will happen, 
although the funding hasn 't been allocated 
at this point," she said, noting that other 
AmeriCorps programs for next fiscal year 
already have been funded. 

Keeping an eye on the program for the 
past JO months has been Tom Luth~·. 27. 
a member of the Eugene-based Northwest 
Youth Corps, which has been providing 
support for the local AmeriCorps team. 

"With this age group you ·ve got a real 
id ealistic group of people.'' Luthy said . 
"Sometimes you may do a week of pruning 
in the rain. Irs hard, laborious work. The 
key ,rnrd is pcrse,·erance .• , 

Working in the cold, dri zzling Oregon 
rai?1 o:-: the oide of a mountain isn't a job 
many would stick to . he said, noting that 
some weren·t able to endure. The local 
crew began with about 40 members. 

' 'These mrc ,:,bers who st.Ryect with it 
ha, e been put L:•g in long. hard days.' · he 
, 2i d " \! n,I nr \ I ,-. r, ha,.-e goil I, 1 he,· arc 

the Department of Agriculture, she 
said . • 

This marks the second year for the 
program in Grants Pass. 

Applicants, who must apply by Sept. 
11, should be college graduates, profes­
sional school graduates or enrolled in a 
college or technical college. They also 
should be community-oriented with 
demonstrated skills in written or oral 
communications, she said. 

In addition, applicants must have 
demonstrated an ability to facili tate 
group discussion as well as mediate dif­
ferences of opinion, Wilson said. 

trying to achieve. And they are doing it ... 
Since joining AmeriCorps, Mather has 

been certified to fight wildfires, a skill he 
hopes to use in the summers. 

"I goi. int.o a situation where I ende<l up 
addicted to drugs and dropped out in the 
10th grade," he said, noting he had been 
attending South Medford High School. "I 
ended up in treatment when I was 19:· 

He has been clean and sober for nearly 
two years. 

He took two programs offered through 
SOSC as an AmeriCorps member, includ­
ing a geography course. He aced both. 

"Getting back into school will be a whole 
new routine," he said. "I'm looking for­
ward to it. 

"The money for college is a big incentive 
as well as an investment," he added. "I'm 
confident I will end up paying it back 
during my career." 

Other members of the backcountry trail 
crew agreed with Mather's assessmen t. 

"It's definitely had its ups and downs, 
but overall, it's been a good experience." 
said Tim Dodge, 22, of Cottage Grove . 

A natural resources sturlen1 at Orn:rnn 
State University for three years befo re 
joining AmeriCorps, Dodge plans t0 r ? ­

turn to college. 
" I took a year off from my studil ~ '.n 

focus ." Dodge explained. 
Jenni fer Tuman. 22 . a 1991 graduate of 

Crater High School. also will return to 
college, studying marine biology. 

For Tuman, who had been working at a 
pl1.;.rma~:- and had studii:J al Rogue Cc.,,..­
munity College, the program has given her 
confider1re. 

"It's made me a stronger person . ph~·s­
if',illv :rnrl mPnt r1 1lv '' shp oairl . " l \\·.1sn· 1 

r~·ad)· fo r co ll ege. :~·~.._,. 1 ctirJ i ead~- to stud:\. 
Def1nite1, · .. 
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AmeriCorps volunteers 
can only help: official 
By BLAKE MO~LOCK 
Swi $:..ff R¥1'4-i 

The director Jf AmeriCorps' 
largest componem visited Flagstaff 
Friday, defending the embattled 
program from criticisms raised by 
congressional Republicans. 

"Some of the complaints are from 
Pluto," said Joel Berg, who runs the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture's 
National Service program. He said 
Republicans are attacking the 
vrograrn because it rusplaces volu.'l­
teers from other organizations, it 
pays them minimum wage and it 
costs too much to run. 

Berg on Friday attacked the com­
plaints during a meeting with com­
munity leaders at the Greater 
Flagstaff &anomic Council. 

He said unlike Republican claims, 
he ha$ never heard cf ~~ 
AmeriCorps program taking over 
the work of other agencies. 
Republicans say this has prevented 
concerned cit iz.cns from volunteer­
ing. 

"They act like volwiteers are trip­
pi:1g over L'"icrriScl·v·es to help the 
community and they have all day to 
work," Berg said. 

On the assertion that it pays its 
members, Berg said, "When con­
gresspeople work for free, then 
we'll stop paying AmeriCorps mem­
bers minimum wage." 

Berg also said that of his depart­
ment's $2.6 million budget. This 
year, he will spend $30,000 on ad­
ministrative costs, including his trip 
to Flagstaff. 

Berg was flanked by two volun­
teers, Jerry Chavez and Usha Little. 

As a member of the rural 
development wing of AmeriCorps, 
Chavez put together a deal to 
guarantee fire and emergency medi­
cal service for the Bellemont area. 
Th.is ·.;_.·as instnirnc.nt..al in iandittg a 
Wisconsin Tissue plant in the 
Flagstaff area, expected to bring in 
75 to 100 new jobs. He also brought 
emergency medical services to 
Parks. 

In addition, Chavez put together a 
COC,pc.JG.tiVC a!:,J CCU1C.1H t\JJJUUt,, 19 
local, state and government agencies 
in northern Arizona that will stream­
line the process of sharing resources 
in emergencies . 

Litt.le said her AmeriCorps efforts 
in the Navajo Reservation town of 
Camero have improved the quality 
of life there. She said she set up a 
cultural preservation organization 
and has promoted tourism to im­
prove the economy. 

GFEC President Dave Spaur said 
Chavez helped in attracting Wiscon­
sin Tissue to Flagstaff because 
Chavez had more staff power and a 
better budget. 

Flagstaff Mayor Chris Bavas i sa id 
the city's faith in AmeriCoipS is il ­
iustrated in tne city budget. 

"The proof in the city of 
Flagstaff's interest in thi s program is 
that we have invested heavily in Lil.is 
program," Bavasi said. "Wr think 
this program is very important." 
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Mall Trlbur.e f Paul Fattig 

-AeOUT-FACE - AmeriCorps riember Edd ie Mather, a high-school drop­
·-,t, says the wcrk has given :· im a new outlook on life. He plan<; to use 
h, educat ion voucher to atk 1 Southern Orego:-: State Colleg( Iii .~. fail 
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Brussels Historic Jail Renovated-
The · historic jail building in 

Brussels recently received a face-lifL 
Darlene Ivarson and S !arr 
McDaniels, volunteers • from the 
Ameri Corps Rural Development 
Team, provided the labor to 
refurbish the old building. A fresh 
coat of paint was applied 10 the 
e:t.lerior and the interior has a 
display of early prison life. 

The jail will be open on 
weekends from noon to 5 p.m. for 

j ·' 

.J . 
•. :; ·'::1.~1 . ., . . .. . 

r :.! :·.;: ~~~ ::~:-.:: {t\ 

• --~,/~;:-/\\:· 

visitors 10 stop by. The jail is 
located on Main Street by the 
Brussels Tavern, Wood Duck and 

• Grandma's Attic antique shop. 
Mayor Sarah A. Kinder is pleased 

with I.he upkeep of all the istoric 
homes and buildings in Brussels. 
"A drive through quaint Brussels 
takes one back to I.he late 1800's 
and is a pleasant e:t.perience," 
commented Mayor Kinder. 



Friendly people and bad roads 

WESTERN EXPRESS 
BARRY, ILUNOIS 

JULY 11, 1995 

Citizens tell what they like and disHke about Barry 
By TOM COULSON 

According to Americorps. the 
people of Barry Li1ce its friendly 
helpful people most. and ics roads 
and sidewal.ks leasL 

These are two of dozens of 
findings relayed to council last 
night by Darlene Ivarson and Siarr 
McDaniles. 

Ivarson and McDaniels. during 
Mly 1 I-June 9, delivered 541 
questionnaires and had 351 re­
turned - 65%. Of the rerurns. 310 
were filled ouL 

These are some of the things 
the survey shows: 

VFW wants liquor l_icense • 
Barry VFW Commander Everett Dolbe1re asked council last 

night about the possibility of a liquor license for !he club, which 
has a clubhouse on Decatur 1 1/2 blocks from rouce 106. 

Dolbeare said the club would like IO sell only beer .md only 3-4 
nights a week. . 

He was told a first step would have to be getting tt1e clubhouse 
• rezoned commercial. It is residential , and the liquor ordinance 
prohibics licenses in that zone. . 

Mayor Ed Venicombe did not know whether :i. license is availa­
ble. and city attorney Mike Hallahan said he would check. 

Public works director Bob Dieker said he would let Dolbeare 
know when the zoning committee is to meeL 

"Wha t do you feel is the 
biggest problem in Barry?" 

363 responded IO this. but 
many answers were similar to 
what !hey liked I.he l~ L The 
first two, however. were a Iiu1e 
differenL The top five: 

22 - Too few activ ities for 
teenagers, young J.dults and sen-
ior ci tizens. _ 

22 - Drugs and alcohol 
□used by too fe w :i.ctivities. 

22 - S1reets and sidewalks 
need repair. 

21 - -Too many polic :! offi­
cers. 

17 - Lxk of jobs. 

+ One-half of respondents 
have lived in Barry 26 years or 17:! responded IO this with a to­
longer, and 90% expect IO be !iv- ta! of 519 comments. The IOp five: 

"What three things do you 
like le:ist about 8~11-ry "! " 

259 responded 10 this wilh 322 
commenlS. The top five: 

A question about hiscoric pres­
ervation was answered by 98 per­
sons with 108 suggestions. The 
question: ing thae five ye:ir.; from now. 

+ Although lhe largest single 
group of respondents was older 
lhan 70, the response was fairly 
uniformly distributed across age 
ranges. . 

206 - Friendly, helpful people. 
85 - Small rural town setting. -
39 - Businesses. 
37 - Quiet, peaceful neighbor­

hood. · • 
26 - Library and churches. + Fifty-two percent have high 

school diplomas. 23% some col-
lege. and 8% college de1,rrees. Fourteen other factors were 

+ Of 301 who mswered a listed, including (in descending 
worx question, 76 wort in Bany, order) good_ schools; P'?gressive 
115 elsewhe:-e, 111 are retireci ~ and_ tmprovmg; low cnme rate; 

+ Of the 115 commuters. five police, fire an_d ambulance del)art­
work less than six miles away. 14 men~; ~unty: e.xcelle~t city . 
work 7-15 miles away. 40 work services mclu~ng P?O!• cle?Jl, 
16-30 miles away, 1.5 work 31-40 par~: c?mmumty spmt 1!1cludin~ 
miles away, and IO more than 40. fesuvals, m~~ most basic ne~. 

low cost of livmg; close to maJor 
roads; good senior housing; and 
American Leciion. 

LIKES AND DISLIKES 
"What thrtt things do you 

like most abouf. ?" 

58 - Roads and sidewalks. 
35 - Some people get treaied 

beuer than at.hers. 
30 - Too many police officers. 

"Are there any historic:il or 
geogr.iphic:tl features you 
would like to Set! pre.served in 
your are:.1?" 

27 - Unresponsive govern- TI1e lCJding J.nSwers: 
ment. 35 - Downtown buildings. 

22 - Run down houses. 17 - Old homes. 
Twelve other factors rece ived 11 - Cemetery. 

votes, including (in descending 11 - Park 
order) drugs and liquor problem, 6 - Churches. 
lack of jobs. dogs 1nd cats roam- Other responses included his -

. ing, not enough for young people coricil monumenc . library . scone 
IO do, trucks parked around cen- bndge on Bainbridge. Bennett 
tr.1.1 park and ave: city. lack of • Springs, bluff area west of Barry . 
available housing, children run- Indian moW1ds, school , res10re 
ning the streets, educ:ition sys- IOp of bank building, forests. 
Lem, sewer system,. too many city W:itson property, museum. Ber­
employees not doing their work, nie Kdkr farmhouse . bands ~ nd 
no zoning, IOO much low income and Mortimer Street House. 
housing. • • 

" W here do you shop?" 
A big majori ty of 1espondcnL'.i 

shop :u home for gnxcri i>s . ?,:!<;()­

line and b;.mk service . Quuic y i.:, 
the favorite source fo r clo lh ing. 

Market com!Xlrisions: 
Groceries - Barry 246. Quin­

cy 65. Pillsfid d :29, olher 28. 
Clothing - Quinc y 125. other 

109. Pittsfield 37. Barry 38. 
G:isoli11e - Barry 17'2. other 

96. Quincy 2:2. Pil!Siidd I 9. 
Banking - B:my 247. other 

48, Pil!Sfi eld 23, Quincy l 1. 

One-half of respo nde:11s be · 
lieve Barrv's dow ncown bus iness 
will incr~; 35% be lieve it will 
dCC fCJSC. 

Eighcy pcrcenc wane tourism 
to incre:isc. 

Ths was J. · needs ..1Ssessmem 
sw-vev" conJucceJ bv T wo Riv­
ers RC&D's Ame:icorps run.I 
development team . 

Beginning M:iy I I. Iv-arso n 
and McD:iniles dis tribu ted fonns 
with rcqueslS they be rerumed in 

three dws. 
On the lh ird day, the team 

galhercd surveys of ptrsons who 
were home or had leic I.hem in 
lhe door 10 pick up . 

If residents were not home. 
surveyors made one more ac­
tempL After that signs wen: pos, ­
ed :i.sking ci tizens lO re turn forms 
to ci1v ha.II. 

"The 64.9% ret urn w :is very 
good." Iv:u-so n s..1.id . "Anyth ing 
over 50% is good.· 
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Team maps rural 
part of county 

Starr McDaniles and Darlene 
Ivarson attract some attention as 
they drive slowly through rural 
Adams County townships and 
study each building . 

People ask if they 're out looking 
for mushrooms or if they 're lost 
and need help. 

Sometimes the situation is re­
versed . "\\'e get flagged down and 
asked for directions," Ivarson 
sa id. • 

\\'het'her they can answer the 
question or not, they're working to 
r -· •. sure people get to the right 
• j11 ir, HntrgenC:y situc1tio11:, . 

McDaniles and Ivarson are part 
of a fi\'e-member AmeriCorps 
team "mapping" each build ing 
and its address throughout Adams 
County. They're taking the first 
steps toward an enhanced 911 
system that automatically sup­
plies an address for the emer­
gency site . • 

The crews first mapped existing 
addresses for homE's and buildings 
in the county's 13 incorpora ted 
villages and some townships . 

"It I ays the groundwork to as­
sign addresses to everybody in the 
county," said Mark Warren with 
Klingner & Associa tes . "All ad­
dresses will be street-style ad­
dr' -~s like in Quincy." 

~ .'s te d ious and tirn e-
consurn in g. It requires a great 
deal of concentrat ion ," said crew 
member Bob Gil lespy. "After a 
whil e my vision blurred from 
marking little houses on the map 
anct looking ahead , then goi ng 
back to check stuff. " 
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AmeriCorps provides oppo~unity to help 
By Kristen Hebestreet 
P,..,S,11!Wrt81 

A.; the litt ie !! lrl handfd 
.Samuei 5hore a homemade get 
well card made from a fol d~ 
paper plate , ahe asked , "C-Ould 
you pleut eiVe tlw to IDY 
papaw"' -

Shore Immediately took the 
eard to her &Tandfather, a patient 
in the critkal care ward at the 
Vetuarus Affain Medical Center , 
Mountain Home. 

Shore ii one of the 300 Ameri­
Corpa volunteer1 working in Ten­
nessee·• urban and rural commu­
nities. )J a <47-year-<>ld man 
pre paring to study for the min­
istry, Shore is almost twice as old 
u the average AmeriC-Orp part.ici­
panL 

Half of the AmeriC-Orps work­
ers are 21 to 29 years old, with 
one quarter 20 yea.rs and under 
a nd the remainder 30 and over. 
Most have had &ome college or a 
bachelor'• deiTl!f and more than 
half - 64 percent- are women. 

"The only requirement for 
AmeriC-Orps i.a that they be at 
least 17 yea.rs old and a n Ameri• 
can citizen,• u.id Carol V.'hit.e, 
Tennessee C-Ommission on 
National and C-Ommuoity Serviee 
exN"Utive director. 

What the AmeriCorps workers 
do depends on what the leader• 
ship of the community coMiders a 
priority, M£. White &aid. Thi! 
includes • promoting tourism, 
attracting · iodl.l.!try, improving 
hou.sin& or working in existing 
programs. 

In Knoxville, AmerlCorps la 
reduclni viole nee in inner cities 
by work.i:~ with Head Start atu­
denu who di.splay violent teoden• 
cies at an early age. AmeriCorps 
workers in Nashville are develop­
ing heal th care programs for at­
ris k families and senior citizens. 

"And in Memphis, AmeriCorps 
workers are working to break the 
cycle of child abuse," Ms . White 
said. • AmeriCorps workers all 
across the state are working in 
environmental education and eco­
nomic development." 

Like Ame riC-Orps members in 
other commun ities, Shore wears 
more than one haL In addit ion to 
his work with families of critically 
;ll patients at Mounta in Home, he 
i,; uodat inP lhP rnrnmunitv ~pr . 

vice~ directory at th~ F;;.~·t T~~­
nessee Development Dis trict 
Area Agency on Aging. 

Shore is partnered with Robert 
Harr.~. a n AmeriCorps volunteer 
based in Joh nson Countv. H2.mm, 
53. who also works at the VA · 
intensive care unit waiting room, 
dof5 some work for Hab itat for 
Humanitv and the Haven of 
'.\!HC)' . • 

E ~, :c.:-. bc:~ - .c 2,, . .\..~u ;C:, r~ , 
workH after his small business 
sh:J: down and his 20-year job a: 
Burl ington Industries c,,ded . He 
,. 3r. :ec to gTa~u~te frr r:i colle;;e . 
~ 1.: : ~a id he also wa11Lf'J to se-r;e 
t :1e co:-:i :r-,;.:.nity. 

"! unders:.ood I could_ hei;i oth· 
t.f ; ;_ .. - r .. :.-;, .. -.f: ::-.:;:-t:-,i r..: . ,:. 

Staff Phou; by Ed& LeSueur 

Samuel Shore, left, helps Mary Miller at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center 

said. "!'hi.& has been the mos{ 
re warding and fulfilling thing I've 
done aince I waa in the military.• 

Nationwide, Americorps' 
20,000 participants work in com­
munities for $6,200 in salary and 
living expenses and , if they com­
plete a nine-month tour, are 
awarded $4,725 for college. 

The Corporation for National 
and C-Ommunitv ~rvici> , wh irh 
oversees AmeriCorps, rece ived 
$575 million in funding this~ar. 
Like many other job tra ining and 
education programs, AmeriCorps 
may be eliminated in the efforts 
to bala nee the federal budget by 
the year 2002. 

There are seven AmeriCorps 
workers with the U.S. Depart­
ment of Agricu ltu re's Rural Eco­
nomic and Communi ty Develop• 
r:: ~~~ Coe:--::~ , a!! of w ?'-.C' r:1 are 
stationed in t.:pper East Ten­
nessee, sa id Jeff Powel!, counc il 
spokesman. 

Powell, who is based in 
~ a5tvU1£-, sa id the workt:;.; are in 
this reg ion beca use so ::-.any of 
the rou,,!ie; here are below the 
r ... (: :_. !( •. t 

'The USDA Rural Development 
Te.am ia recruited from people • 
who STtW up in this area. Accord­
ing to an AmeriCorps brochure, 
planner■ hope t.hi.a will empower 
communitiei; to develop local 
leadership and to reve rse the 
"rural brain drain." 

Amy Crumley, a 22-year-old 
Jonesborough resident, says she 'd 
~n e. 4·H voh.!nt.eer e:--.d F'..!:"..:.:= 
Farmers of America member 
since she was in fourth grade. As 
an AmeriCorp worker, she was a 
primary organizer of the recent 
Envirothon for high school stu• 
dents and the Conservatior. Field 
Day for elementary school stu­
dents . 

"I really enjoy doing th ing; for 
other people," she said . 

AmeriC-Orps volunteers like 
~Li . Crumlc) an, rcqs.: irE.; t, . _ , ;.. 
a total of 1,812 hours in order to 
rece ive the educat ional ass is:::.t• 
sh ip. This must take at least n. ~e 
months but no mere t.h,;c. - 0 

war. 
• Paperwork with in the a,: ,· :y 
is kept to a ~i~:~um . c- ::: 
.--\:-:-,t'i;C..:r~5 r;-,.._:~.~.: ; ;~ rl,.. 

to submit a quarterly report st.a t• 
ing the goals of each project and 
what is being done to meet those 
goals. 

A service learning grant pro­
vided by the Na tional Service 
Corp. allowed East Tennessee 
St.ate Univers ity, Mill igan Col• 
lege and Northeast St.au, Com• 
munity College to each offer e 
lh.r~e~n:Jjt c!ass caJJeci "in u-o-­
duction to C-Ommunity Service." 

Billie Barlow, a former journal · 
isl from Charlottesville, Va ., is 
work ing on a "Hidden Heroines" 
project for the ETSU Cente r for 
Appalachian Stud ies. 

The project involves collecting 
oral histories from Upper East 
Tennessee women who somenow 
changed their communities for 
tr.!? bc-~!e~ . , 1!: B2:!C\1 ' sc:: 2n~ 
has also v.T itten a grar.: proposal 
for the cranberry projec: in Shady 
\'alley . 

"i was attrac••d to : ~. e na tional 
sc-:vice movement.- '.\'. 5. Bari e. ... , 
said.· 1 fe l: that a nu:r.Jer of peo­
ple cot:ld realiv m2, e a di'Ter• 
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A~eriCorps update 
>>>>>>> 
Good programs 
don't just fade 
away! 
By Amy Wilson (Niger, Mali) 

Surviving an· 
unpr-ecedented 
political fray, 
AmeriCorps has 
been given a second 
·year to prove its 
worth. If one had 
the opportunity to 
review them all, 
nationwide projects 

would demonstrate some success in 
providing community service, 
building communities and fostering 
p.articipant development. As with 
Peace Corps, some of the most 
stunning accomplishments are not 
easily quantified or measured. 

-The Camp Out ... 
A Review 

By Hud Minshew (Zaire) 

.. AJl I can SE!)' was th~ contr~ 
dancing was good and dusty, the food 
was excellent, and the RPCV Africa 
contingent was loud and boisterous 
well into the wee hours. Please 
forgive us!! 

Getting the truck out of the ditch 
tr. next morning brought us all bad. 
to our days on the continent. Word 
has it that Mr. Hobgood is The 
Waltzer of the 90's. Heart of the 
Vallev RPCVs would like to thank the 

Volume 14, Number 9 

Our five rural development 
members in southern Oregon 
assisted with the development of 
over 19 community projects charac'::·, 
terized by a high level of local 
involvement and interagency 
cooperation. Our second generation 
volunteer (the son of RPCVs who 
met in Thailand) was a critical 
contributor to stream restoration 
projects throughout Cuny County 
whose funding totaled over 
$433,000!! 

Currently AmeriCorps programs 
are recruiting people interested in 
community service. The Southwest 
Oregon Resource Cconservation 
&Development Council is looking to 
fill five full•time positions related to 
community organizing and stream 
restoration. Please phone 476-5906 
for details on this specific program; 
or phone the Oregon Community 
Service Commission for information 
on AmeriCorps programs in Oregon 
800-826-4865. 

Merrills for the use of their farm and 
for tolerating RPCVs without a cause. 

The camp out was a good 
opportunity to travel around the 
world through conversation with 
n ♦ h o.,. 'C>1',....\l~ "T.. - _ _.: Jc.' ' . • , 
.., •• , ... ~"" .._ "· , j ,c c111u ·1undH~ ana 
bright stars brought out some interest­
ing theories on development and 
bringing the Peace Corps Experience 
home. 

We also had the fortune of having 
three Americorps volunteers in our 
pres nc . They provi ed interesting 
insight into working in community 
development in the U.S. There is 
plenty of work lo get done here, folks . 
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The Natchez DemocraVl<evin Cooper 

AMERICORPS RALLY: Charleston, S.C., Police Chief Reuben Greenberg talks to a group of teen~ 
after speaking at the Americorps Rally on Saturday. . 

Teens hear messages about 
... . - -

ke_eping community values 
By MICHAELA GIBSON 
The Natchez Democrat 

A nationally known author and 
poli~ chief urged people attending 
a Americorps Teen Rally to no 
longer accept excuses for crime. 

Charleston, S.C., Police Chief 
Reuben Greenberg stressed the 
imp-crtance of a com.rnuriJty•va!ue 
system and accountability for 
criminals, instead of blaming soci­
ety for creating criminals. 

"Values are something all of us 
need to pay a little more attention 
to," Greenberg said. "We've creat­
ed a system of no fault crime." 

Greenberg, who wrote "Taking 
Back. the Stree ts, said that commu­
nities, told the teens and adults 
attending the Americorps rally that 
the community was vital to 
reestabl ishin£ values and taking 
away excuses such as lack of edu­
ca tion from criminals . 

become a society of endless excus­
es," Greenberg said. 

GreeQberg and the other speak­
ers talked to teens about the prob­
lems off violence, drug use and 
teen pregnancy at Saturday Arneri­
corps Teen Rally. Americorps vol­
unteer Shelly Foutz-Lowe, the 

Natc.bez Middle School. "More 
people should have come." 

The organizers brought in speak­
ers from different disciplines to 
give the rally participants their 
viewpoint on the problems fac ing 
teens. 

"As long as we've helped oee 
rally organizer, s2.!d sh~ was individu?.!, we're p!ease<l," Betty 
pleased with the audience's Oliver, state coordinator for U.S. 
response to the rally. Department of Agriculture Ameri­
"The people here have been corps volunteers. 
dynamic in their respofise," Foutz- Foutz-Lowe said she hopes the 
Lowe said. She estimated about teens who attended the rally will 
120 teens and adults were on band continue the dialogue begun at the 
for the rally put together by Ameri- rally. "It's important for them to go 
corps volunteers from around Mis- home and tallc to their parents." 
sissippi. In additi on to Greenberg, Ame~ -

'The crowd may be small, but corps rally participants heard from 
the results can be big," Mayor WLBT anchor Maggie Wade, who 
Larry L. "Butch" Brown told the talked about the importance of 
audience gathert>d at the Natchez self-esteem. 
Convention Center. Americorps volunteers from 

"It was W():ch coming out for." Louisiana and Arkansas also 
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AmeriCorps to help 
with home repairs 
Dear Editor, 

I am an AmeriCorps mem­
ber working in your county 
on housing repair. • 

My job is to locate families 
in the community who need 
help affording repair work , 
and then finding a resource 
in the community to help 
them. 

I(you have needed repairs 
in your home and cannot 
afford to make these repairs 
yourself, write the following 
information on a blank sheet 
of paper and send it in 

I need to know your name, 
address , phone number, 
county, number of people in 
the household, number of 
children under 18, nun1ber of 

elderly or disabled in the 
household, entire household 
income, the specific types of 
repairs needed, and a brief 
statement giving me per­
mission to discuss your situ­
ation with a loan/grant re­
source. 

Send this information to 
AMERICORPS, 242 Daniel 
Boone Drive, Barbourville, 
KY 40906. 

Please remember this is 
no guarantee of help. 

All information will be 
reviewed and put on a list. 
All information received 
will be kept confidential. 

Rebecca Davidson 
AmeriCorps member 



AmeriQorps 
crew helps 
sort it out 

By SABRINA HA YES 
Staff Writer 

Cleaning out a warehouse and 
sorting clothes was an all day-job 
for some area AmeriCorps 
volunteers. 

The members serve through the 
USDA's Rural Economic and 
Community Development depart­
ment, usually helping with rural 
housing and community 
development 

But for one day, Rebecca David­
son said they went beyond that. 

Davidson, the Barbourville 
AmeriCorps volunteer, said 10 of 
her colleagues participated in the 
Corporation for National Service 
Day April 25. 

Nine of those members were 
from Somerset, Barbourville, Mid­
dlesboro, Hazard and Prestons­
bur~. The others were from 
Virgmia. . 

The job of all of the members is 
to help poor people fix up their 
homes. 

The group was scheduled to help 
Mountain Outreach repair houses 
throughout Whitley County, but 
Michelle Humfleet, the Cumber­
land Valley Area Development 
Distr ict volunteer in Laurel 
County, said the cold weather 
changed the plans. 

Mountain Outreach is a student­
based organization in Williams­
burg that helps repair homes for 
the indigent in the area. 

Instead of helping repair 
houses, the group helped Cedar­
idge Ministries clean and sort the 
clothes in the warehouse in 
Williamsburg. 

The minis try hel ps people 
~,,,,hose hemes h~vc been bw"cd v1 
who are in need 

Laura Duncan, who serves in 
the Bell County area, said the 
AmeriCorps motto is "getting 
things done for America." 

"We, as AmeriCorps members, 
have the opportunity to improve 
ourselves and our communities. 
By taking the responsibility for one 
small part of our community. we 
hope to be an example to the com­
m..:...'lity, to deoonst.ra. te just what 
can be done wh en we wo rk 
together," Duncan said. 

TIMES-TRIBUNE 
BARB OURVILLE, KE~TUCKY 

l\1A \' 5, 1995 
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Cranberry project 
begins Down East 

MACHIAS - The first year of a 
new cranberry research project 
for wild mountain cra:ilberries in 
Washington County is under way, 
and will include taste-testing and a 
recipe and jam contest this fall. 

According to Karen Bert of the 
Wuhingtoo County Soil and Water 
Com-ervatioo District office , the 
Cranberry Observatioo Project , or 
COP Project, neecia intormatioa 
from all cranberry IJ'OWet'S who 
a.re voluntarily obeerving patches 
ol the red berries and are willinc to 
do ,imple dat.t. coilection . 

Tbe project was conceived by 
Reinald Nielsen of Whiting, who 
became interested in the hardy na­
tive berries after obeerving them 
on bis property . After doing aome 
private researcll. Nielsen reallied 
that the berry patches require lit­
tle of the intensive watering, 
spraying with pesticides and fertil­
izing that other berries need. 

Be recently approached the Con­
aervation Di.s ~rict with 1M idea of 
holding an informal meeting to test 
public interes t in the potential low­
input ca.sh crop. In April, 33 people 
attended the initial meeting at 
Marhi:i s 

Nielsen has developed a packet 

thd contains an explanat ion of the 
project , data collection sheets , and 
background information on wild 
cranberries and lingonberries . The 
packets are available at the dis­
trict office in the federal building 
in M.ac:hw. 

This year, be will begin ev alua t ­
ing his own test planting of cuttings 
from six different patches . 

Bert, an Americorpa voiuni.eer ! 
&aid there are thousands of native 
cranberry patches that could be 
evaluated as Nieben is doing in 
le&rCh of the ideal strain appropri­
ate for commercial cultivation. 

The dat.t. sheets will be col1ectecl 
by the district this fall . They will be 
used to create a baseline of infor­
mation for the year 1"6, when 
"best" plantJ may be located and 
s.et out for intensive cultivation. 
The information al.so will be used 
to establwi guide lines for growing 
wild mountain cranberries . 

This fall , the district will conduct 
informal taste testings and a reci­
pe and jam contest. 
. Anyone interest ed in the COP 

Project may call Bert or Dis trict 
Manager Nathan Pennell at 255-
~ - or write Box 121 , Machias 
046~. 
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AmeriCorps members·· 
plant trees in county 
By DAVIO WAH LBERG 
Sun Staff Writer 

A leader of President Cl in­
ton's AmcriCorps national serv­
ice program visited the San Ber­
nardino Mountains on Monday to 
tout the program and try to shield 
it from the Republican budget ax. 

"It's a great investment," Joel 
Ucrg, director of the U.S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture's portion of 
AmcriCorps, said after helping 
ubout 90 AmeriCorps members 
plant trees in the Heart Bar area. 

"It promotes work instead of 
welfare. It says you don 't get a 
dime unless you sweat. " 

AmcriCorps, ollen called the 
domestic Pe~ce Corps , provides 
$4,725 education grant~ to about 
20,000 members wh o spend a 
year on community projects . 

Locally, members have built 
hiking trails, designed nature 
centers and repaired fire-ravag­
ed areas. Much of the work ht:ts 
been in the San Bern ardino ·a­
tional Forest. 

The program, whi<.:h started 
lJ.st yc~r, is fucir,g budget cuts 
from Republican leaders, includ­
ing Rep. Jerry Lewis of Redlands , 

chairman of the I louse Appro·­
priations subcommittee. • 

Democrats wanted to boost 
AmcriCorps' initial $370 million 
annual budget to $570 million 
n ex t ye a r , i n c re as i n g m e m--
bersh i p to 33,000 or more. ' 

Lewis and other Republicans 
say it should be status quo until 
the prugro.m proves successful. 

"It's relatively new,' ' said 
Dave LaStrangc , spokesman for 
Lewis. ''We sho 1..1!d see h0'-1/ it's 
working before it gels a huge in­
fusion of taxpayer dollars." 

Berg said AmeriCorps will 
save money by teaching members 
to fend for themselves. 11 It 's all 
about responsibility." 

Karen Gilbert, a sixth-grade 
teacher at Ch~rlcs lloffmnn El­
ementary School in Hi.tnning 
Spring~, said Amcr iCorps mcr"9-. 
hers have worked h<1rd on thc 1 

nearby Children 's Forest. 
"They h,wc been fantastic," ' 

she said. : 
AmcriCorps membe rs have 

tnught students to snowshoe and ' 
design nature !-i igns, she said . ''It . 
would be such a sh,rnH: to cut , 
back on something like lhis that is ' 
so mutually bcncl'icial." 
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AmeriCorps 1 James Bradley_ To ~ssist 
With Home Loans On Reservation 

The t.:nited States Departme.'lt 
of A~culture (USDA) annou11Ce$ 
that AmeriCorps member James 
Bradley will be working · in an 
outreach program on the Cherolcee 
Indian Reservation through the 
Rural Ec-Onomic and ·Community 
Devclopmc.nt Servi~ (RECD). Mr: 
Bradley is the son of Mr. and 1'.trs. 
Rea Brai:l ley Clf the Soc:o 
community. 

AmeriCorps is a program that 
engages diverse groups of 
Americans in performing critical 
services to meet human, 
environmental. public safety, and 
educational needs in return for 
vouchers for education. vocational 
training, or loan repayment after 
1 700 hours of service. 
' USDA is running lhree types of 

AmeriCorps teams at urban, and 
rura l sites nn!i0n11•ide; an Ar.! t­
Hungcr Team, a Public Lands and 
Environment Team , and a Rural 
Development Team. 

Bradley will be working with 
uie RECD Guaranteed Housing 
Loans Program whi ch assists 
moderate-income Americans who do 
not have a down p3ymen1 when 
qual ifying for a mortgage. The 
USDNAmcriCo:ps munber's main 
goal during this time of service is 
to build an cff:ctivc outreach 
pro~ram bctw·c.tn RECD and the. 
Eastern Cherokee Tribe. He will 

also be wort.ing in Jackson, Swain, 
and Haywood Counties. 

Many lending institutions are 
hesitant LO make housing loans to 

members of the Tribe residing on 
the Qualla Boundary due to the 
Possessory Land Holding sirua:ion. 
Bradley '11,ill be wcxking through the 
RECD GLW3Iltccd Loan Program to 
encourage banks to make housing 
ioans IC Tribai members . 

The RECD also makes low 
interest home repair loans and 
V<lfHS, which may only be used for 
needed structural repair or to remove 
health or safety hazards. Applicants 
must be over .62 years of age to · 
qualify for a ~t. 

Anyone with questions about 
the RECD Guaranteed Housing 
Loan Program or home rq,air loans 
and granlS, call Bradley at (704) 586-
5549. You may also call your local 
lcuJing in.,;uwi.ion for inform.u.ion 
on the Guaranteed Housing Loans 

• program. 
The A meriCorps member will 

al~ be compiling a direct.Ory of 
available local resource.s for use on 
the Rcserv~r ior. . J\_nyont w! t~ 
information about other sources of 
fw1ding fot housing, -about any 
possible housing grants, or about 
any Jndi.an-owned businesses such 
as cont.ractors, socveyors. plumbcrS, 
elccuicians , that could be ine!ude~ 
in the direcLOry may call Bradley at 
the same nL1 mber 
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Helping o~t 
Rebecca Davidson, center, Barbourville, an Amerlcorps representatlve, 
spent a day during the recent National Service Week In Williamsburg, 
helping Cumberland College's Mountain Outreach Program and Cedar 
Ridge Ministries. She Is shown with Michele Humfleet, London, and 
Jamie Duncan, Harlan, working with the clothing store on the Cedar 
Ridge property. 
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AmeriCorp personnel tour colonias 
By Steve Ramirez 

Las Cruces Sun-News 
The national director for 

AmeriCorps toured throughout 
Dona Ana County, including 
the area's colonias, Thursday. 

"Don't judge us by our worcis, 
judge us by our deeds," said 
Joel Berg, AmeriCorps national 
director of services within the 
U.S. Department of Agricul­
ture. "This is a program that's 
become enormously s·uccessful 
throughout the country. Not 
only do our members want to 
get involved in the communi­
ties they work in, they want to 
find ways to improve them, too. 
This program is a good way to 
bridge the gap between 
government and its people." 

Berg is in the midst of con­
ducting a whirlwind tour 

through the Southwest. Wed­
nesday afternoon, he toured the 
Sparks Colonia east of El Paso. 
"That was something to see," 
Berg said. - '.'I got to meet a 
95-year-· ofd woman who had 
just gotlt:n.:running water in 
her home for the first time. 
Getting to see the look on-her 
face and- lier reactions are some 
of the re¥t·ards of this job." 

Thtirsd~y, Berg, AmeriCorp 
volunteers Anria Rodriguez and 
Lourdes Vigueria, and J ohn 
Thomas, state rural de- · 
velopment director, toured thf! 
Gospel Rescue Mission in La~ 
Cruces, a water improvement 
plant in Mesquite and a waste­
water treatment plant in An­
thony. Later, Be~g tra\'e]ed to 
Tucson, Ariz., before ending the 
day in Flagstaff, Ariz. 

"It was partly through the 
help of AmeriCotps volunteers 
that the wastewater treatment 
plant in Anthony was able to 
get a ($750,000) grant to im­
prove the treatment plant," 

•, f,, • ,-TT' ' , 
SWU ~fplt: VY 111..SUU, SIJUKt:Sffilill 

for Rural _Economic Community 
Development, the agency which 
provided funding. "AmeriCorp 
volunteers were able to help 
them fill out the necessary ap­
plications to get the funds ." 

AmeriCorps is a national 
service program created by 
P-resident Clinton. About 
20,000 citizens, who perform 
services that meet critical 
community needs receive 
money from AmeriCorps that 
can only be used for college, job 
training or paying back student 
loans. 
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Volunteers 
clean up at 
Meade Lalre 

By Alan Mo ntgome ry 
Th t Hutch1nsot1 .'it-.·s 

MEADE - AmeriCorps vol­
unteers joined 20 Kansas De­
partment or Wildli fe and Parks 
emp loyees Tuesday in the hot. 
sooty job of cutt ing down hun ­
dreds of fire -blackened trees al 
Meade State Fishing Lake . 

J im ~leisenheimer. an Amer i­
Corps su pervisor based in Sa lina. 
brough t 11 of his vo lu nteers to 
the lake to spend a week th ere 
help in g to clear trees that were 
ki lled in a Marrh 22 prairie fire. 

Th e \" Oluntee rs came from 
their posts in Salina. Emporia. 
Dod ge City and Hutchinson and 
from the Kanopolis. Glen Elder 
an d \\"ebster reser\"oirs. Meisen­
heimer said. 

AmeriCorps. he said . is "Pres ­
ident Clinton's na tional service 
program" that began in Sep­
tem ber 1994. 

The program is open to young 
peopie. age ii or oicier. who nave 
completed college, high school or 
earned a high school equiva le ncy 
diploma, he said . 

'"In re turn for L-\meriCorpsl 
cor.:munitv service. thev rece i\"e 
an educational reward: lo he lp 
pay off the ir student loans or to 
further their educat ion.'' he sa id. 

The volunte ers receive modest 
sti pends to pay li vin g costs . plus 
a S-l ,725 ed ucation award. for 
abou t nine months work. he said. 

Fort Scott na tive Kyle Hedges . 
23. was among the .-\meriCorps 
volun teers at the lake Tu esdav . 
\\" ith sweat dr ipping off his nose. 
anci with his T-shi rt and blue 
jeans blackened wit h soot. Hed­
ges at 2 p.m. was dragging cut 
limbs to a point where state em ­
ployees were fee ding them into a 
chipper-shredder. Tractors were 
used to dral' the ma in tru nk sec­
tions to bLr;, piles. 

Hedge in December 199-l 
graduated fr om Kansas State 
l ' ni\"ersity with a degree in 
fisher ies biology and he hopes 
soon to land a job wi th the Kan ­
sas Department of \\"i ldlife and 
Parks: he alread ·.- has worked 
several summers for the agency. 

He joined AmeriCorps in 
Ap ril. at the ad, ice of his coliege 
counselor : Amer iCorps found 
hir.: J. r ""c:ition w::1. !~e !\:1! 1,; '" ::1! 
Resou rces Conservation Sen·ice. 
Dodge City, where he is he lping 
wit h wetlancis research. 

"This is a good opportunity for 
r:~':':· HeC _;i:!~ ~:i;~ "I ! ci:-rtai .. 1y 
g:ves me so~,e expe: ie ncc in my 
fie:d ... 

Photo by Scou L3dd 

Ka nsas W ildl ife a nd P a r ks officer Mike Mitchen , left, 
oversees Jo hn Droste, Dodge City AmeriCorps vo lunteer, 
as Droste c uts through a tree a t Meade County Lake . 

~lark Goldsberry. the Kansas 
Wildlife and Parks ranger wh o 
manages the 55-acre lake. its 30-
acre park and 350-acre wildlife 
refuge. sa id t he fire in March 
burned more than 360 acres in 
thP rark anrl ref :: p lnra!Pn ld 

miles sou thwest of ~lea de. 
A windstorm had broken a 

tree limb. wh ich downed a power 
line that star ted the blaze. 

Goldsberry said the pace of the 
work crews Monday gave him 
confidence that all the lake's 
park areas will be open we ll be­
fore the July 4th ho lid ay. 

He was gratefu l for the \\"i ld­
iifc- a11J F111/\.::i \,ur~t' r-s, v. hv 
came in [rom as far awav as 
Bellev ille to help for the wee·k. as 
well as for the .-\ meriCorps 
workers. he said. 

'It 's great. With the extra bodies, we're going to cover a lot 
of ground we couldn't have covered otherwise.' 

Fa nned by 60-mp h nort hwest 
winds. the wi ldfi re roared 
throug h most of the park before 
it was brought under control by 
fire fighte rs from Meade. Fowler. 
Seward Countv, Beaver. Okla .. 
and Forgan . 0kb. 

Goldsberry sa id at lea st 500 
mature trees, most of them cot­
ton"·oods th at were 60 or more 
years old, were k1 11eci oy the i1re 

. and must be removed . In turn. 
the parks departm ent alrearly 
has acqui red 2.600 seedl ings 
from Kansas Sta te Universit\" 
f ores try Extens ion to he plant ed 
in th e park anrl refuge this f.ill. 

T he new trees wi ll inclurle 
mulberry , ash. bu~ oak. b'ack 
wal nu t, locust and cott on wood 
tr er< , he said . 

~•r•spile the fire damage. the 
bk •- ·s park and camping areas 
s t:: have acres of healthv. 
st ~,:-~lv tre es for visitors to e~­
ir •. ;.ith visit :it!or. Jvcr:11:::i:-. g 
a~ t 130.000 people per yc .. r. 
t h:: ,a rk m:ina!;er said. 

- Mark Goldsberry, 
ranger at Meade State Lake 

"It's great," he sa id. "With the 
extra bod ies. we 're going to 
cover a lot of ground we cou ldn 't 
ha ve covered otherwise." 

Volunteerism didn"t end with 
the AmeriCorps . Area bus i­
nesses. includi ng Pizza Hut and 
Schmidt Packing . both of Meade. 
and Nationa l Beef Packing. Lib­
eral. donated food for lunches 
::id d'. ~:'!e :s fo !' th e ,·o!~r:~'?':' !' ~ 
for the week. said \\" ill ie He lms . 
park office assista r.t. 

Helms douhlcd as a cook th is 
week. along with ~lyrna and J im 
Perona . Fort Or,tige. who c:tm jl 
often at th e lake and ,·olunteered 
to help fe ed th e tree-cutt ing 
crews. Helms sa irl. 

Th e Amer iCorp s vo lunteers 
and Wildlife and Parks workers 
:i!l Jrc c:i.m,-,i~b in te:-:: s :-.: :~.c 
lake for the week. Goldsberry 
said. 

l>leade Countv Lake was built 
in th e 1930s bv. tne Civilian Con­
servati on C0~~s . a n:itior.al worK 
pr og ram th at i; similar to 
A meriCorps, he sa;d. 

----- - ------- -----
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Director of National Service for 
USDA Visits Winnfield on Thursday 
Joel Ber!;. Director of National 

Service for the United Stated De­
partment of Agricullure (USDA) 
was in Winnfield on Thursday. 

In his position as director, Berg 
is responsible for planning as well 
as managing the AmeriCorps na­
tional service program, overseeing 
1,200 AmeriCorps member s . 
Those volunteers are working in 
fields of environmental endanger-

mrnt. rural project, in 33 states and 
toward the prevention of hunger. 

Berg made a flying tour through 
Louisiana, stopping in Winnsboro , 
going on to Macon Ridi:r Eco ­
nomic Development Corp., Winn ­
field , Ale:,;andria, Crowky and Ba­
ton Rouge in two da ys. 

"He is visiting all Wiles with 
ArncriCorps project s." oplaincd 
Alicia Trisslcr, AmcriCorps volun -

USDA Official Comes To Winnjieid 
Joel Berg, National Services Director for the 
United States Department of Agriculture was in 
Win nfield on Thursday during a nat ionwide tou r 
of AmeriCorps workers. During his visit he 
toured the Win n Paris Museum with Mayor 
Deano Thornton and Alicia Trissler, local 
AmeriCorps volunteer working as tourism 
specialist for Winn Parish. Here Berg discusses 
local tourism and the museum with Mayor 
De ano Thornton. The re is a full ~to ry of hi s 
vi si t on page one. 

teer for Winn Parish. 
While he was in Winnfield, Berg 

visited the Winn Parish Museum , 
with which Trisslcr is working. 

Trisslcr's job in Winnfield is as a 
tourism specialist. She has worked 
with local organizers to prepare 
brochures and with t11e museum to 
train volunteers. 

At present, she is working with 
officials to prepare grant proposals 
for a HcadS tart Program and a pro­
gram in folk.art. Al the museum , 
she also aids in mrcting certifica­
tion guidelines of the American 
Association of Museums. 

"We arc planning to make the 
mu seum the center of tourism in 
Winn Parish, a starting point for 
tourists," Miss Trisslcr c:,;pla ined 
In R rrr, 

AmeriCorps is the brainchild of 
U.S . President Bill Clinton . It's 
been called his vcrsic,11 of the Peace 
Corps. In Louisiana, there are 2\ 
USDA AmcriCorps m e mb e r s 
working with local officials to get 
jobs done in the areas of touri sm, 
community planning , rural fire 
protect.ion, ground water protection , 
timber bridge replacement, farm 
safely and USDA loan and grant 
programs. 

One program about to begin in 
Winn Parish is the installation of 
ten more dry hydrants. Already 25 
have been placed around the parish. 



orps 
marches 
against 
hunger 

By Sh■yTott• 
Frtt Prtu Slaff Wlar 

Volunt~n in a ,ar-old 
proaram desianed to ild and 
empower low-income · Ver• 
montcrs arc pinini altiooal 
attention for the ir W9rk to 
help the rural poor. 

Under the banner of the 
Vermont Anti-Hunacr Corps, 
rous}ily ,o volunteas have 
fanned out over t!ic state's 
counties to set up . ~unity 
prdens, nutritional JIIIDll"lml 
for the elderly, ud ammer 
hot lunch proe.rams. amona 
other proarams. 

Their work is beia& ftCOll· 
ni:i:ed by the U.S. A,liallturc 
Department and r.. lady 

•

'l-1 :Jlo ~ • 0,vH,•- r,:~-

••u•;•;;~;r:~~;~:;Un&ef 

Corps memben d tnvcl 
Tuesday to a W-=,ton, 
D .C. , seminar on cak1bood 
nutrition hosted by. 6e first 
lady. The USDA, wba funds 
part of lhe anti•hun&erproject , 
may use Vermont 11 1 model 
for how to act the rat poor 
involved in self-sustailil:I& nu­
tritional proarams. 

The fuel behind 6e Ver• 
mont Anti-Hunacr Olrps is 
AmeriCorps volunteas. a pro­
aram started in 1993 ~ Pr~ i­
dent Cli nton. AimiCorps 
workers are paid aba. SSOO a 
month and after l ,'JIIIID hours 
of service they act $4,72S for 
ed ucational use. 

"We have to Id people 
into the sclf-sufficicat mode 
and I th ink that's micitl 
amon2 the 1ow-1ncorspQpula• 
tion ," said Laurie Larson, 
leader of the the co~North· 
west Vermont teaCII,, ,..h ich 
cove~ Addison, Cliiaenden, 
Franlcl in and Grand bk coun• 
t ies . It's the corps' larsst cov­
erage area and las six 
volunt een. 

Two of the volullllm are 
fa:-:-.: ~ D~s. 26, e~ Emil, 
Jones, 21, both of Bwi■&ton. 

See HUNGER, ii 
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HUNGER: Prison garden 
yields i 5 tons of food 
Continued from Page 1A 
The pair covers Franklin and 
Grand Isle counties. 

The pair's first big project 
was an eight-week nutritional 
program . they taught to fur­
loughed prison inmates. 

The program - which in• 
eludes classes on nutrition and 
cooking might be used 
statewide. 

"That's a part of everytlµng 
we do: sustainability," Does 
~id. "And that is one of the 
aspects that drew me into Ame• 
riCorps." 

'. The pair also helped feed 
new life into a St. Albans com• 
munity garden and an inmate 
garden at the Northwest State 
Correctional Facility, also in: St. 
Al~ns. 

Jones he!ped launch a St. 
Albans summer lunch program 
for several dozen low-income 
children. The city's recreation 
department will let kids in the 
program have free use of the 
pool and the lunches will be 
served in a nearby tent. Jones 
hopes that number will grow. 

"This gives the kids an activ• 
ity to come to other than the 
lunch. And, it helps take away 
the stigma for the parents ," 
Jones said. 

Does has spent much of his 
time working on the prison gar­
den, which includes picking up 
donated plants from local gree n­
houses and farms. 

Last year, the garden sup­
plied 30,000 pounds of fres h 
vegetables to area food shet.,.es 
and community kitchens and 
may produce more this year. 

But, the sweat and service of 
volunteers li ke Docs and Jones 
might not last for long. Ameri­
Corps funding, about $850,000 
in Vermont, may be wiped ou t 
under curren t proposals in Con­
gress. Ame ri Corps volunteers 
work in a variety of med iums 

Sour ca: Vermont Of rice of Economic Opportu'ol1y 

ranging from the environment to 
literacy. 

lf the budget cuts are ap­
proved, the program _ will end 
Oct. 1, the start of the federal 
fiscal year. Volunteers and_ pro­
gram leaders are confident that 
the program's elimination will 
not end the anti-hunger projects. 

"Our focus has been to work. 
with the community so it can 
continue the project aner we're 
gone," said Bari Gladstone, pro­
gram director for Vermont Anti­
Hunger Corps. "We help them 
with the agreement that they 
will take it over after we leave." 

Vermont's hard work is pay­
ing off and may give federal 
officials fodder to ke'"r> th~ pr0-
gram, and similar ones, fultClcd . 

"The Vermont project is one 
of the most outstand ing projects 
in the country. It seems to be 
leading the country in getting 
things done, not by giv ing more 
handouts but by building opp0i· 
tunity and responsibility among 
the people they arc. work i &, 
with ," said Joel Be rg, USDA's 
nat ional service director. • 

Lend a hand 
■ The Vermont Anti-Hungers 
Corps Is looklng fo r Amert-. 
Corps volunteers. The dead­
line Is June 30. 

AmeriCorps was created by 
President Clinton In 1993 to 
act as a domestic Peace 
Corps In which people receive 
a bl-weekly stipend and a 
lump sum al\er completing 
I, 700 hours of service. The 
lump sum can be put toward 
college tu ition or other educa­
tional uses. 

For Information, cal\ the 
Vermont Anti-Hunger Corps 
office at {800) 360-2577 or 
24 1-2577 . 
I More than I 00 of Ver­
mont"s AmeriCorps members 
and program start will come 
iogei.her tooay and '\ uesoay 
at Vermont Technical College 
in Randolph. The meeting will 

. be the first statewide Ameri-
't:orps conference. 

Participants will attend 
worxshops on life arter Ame ri ­
Corps and look at loca l Ameri• 
Corps p:oj.,;:.ts, among C>U ,E:r 
things. 

The confere nce n.1 ,,s !:;:," 9 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. !Oday and 
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Tues­
day. 
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: AtneriCorps Metnbers 
Visit Hamblen Co. For 
Steatnbank Protection 

AmeriCorps members of East 
Tennessee were in Hamblen C-Ounty 
recently for a streambank protection 
project. • 

AmeriCorps is the national ser­
vice program helping improve the 
quality of life for Americans 
through health education, environ­
ment - improvement and rural de­
velopment. • 

The project was sponsored by the 
Hamblen County Soil Conservation 
District, and was held on the 
Ronald Ray farm on Bent Creek in 
east Hamblen C-Ounty. 

trea mb ank slou ghing and 
n can be caused by obstruc­
directin !! the slow toward a 

fie point-or by cattle breaking 
off sod as they go to the water. 

Not only is tht soi l lost fon: vc:r, 
but the sediment smothers out the 

aquatic wildlife living in the stream. 
To prevent" soil erosion of the 
streambank and improve the water 
quality, the AmeriC-Orps members 
planted four different species of tree 
seedlings, broadcast seed and 
mulched the area. 

To further protect the area , Ray 
will fence the streambank to pre­
vent cattle from causing erosion. 

For more information on stream­
bank practices or other best man­
agement practices, call th e Natural 
Resources C-Onservation Service at 
586-5501. 

AmerlCorp volunteer 
were In Hamblen Count 
recently for an antl-eroslo 
project on the Ronald Ra 
farm In east Hamblen Cour 
ty. Shown here (from left t 
right In the foreground) ar 
Paul McQuade, Am 
Crumley, and BIiiie Barlov 
Also shown are Janet Le'. 

_ terman and Stephen Tren' 
{. -::-:, .. _. : (CT photo by Greg Kyle) 

--·-"·~.;· .. ~•~---_J . ,~,:;,. 
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AmeriCorp workers prepare the soil for a garden In Rush City. 
Renyold Ferguson 

Gardens A Matter Of Pride· 
By Margaret Gillennan 
Of the Pott-Dispatch Staff 

It won't be long before the lot 
next to Jesse and Donna Haire's 
home in the Rush City neighbor­
hood will be ripe with yellow pep­
pers, plump red tomatoes , tasty 
green peas and summer squash. 
Marigolds and zinnias will bloom. 

The gardeners who are tilling 
and planting this week are building 
a community garden. And backers 
of the project hope this community 
garden - and about a dozen like it 
around East St. Louis - also will 
grow a bumper crop of neighbor· 

~ardens 
From page one 

Florine Johnson, an AmeriCorp 
work PT , roordimte5 the ti11 i!1g a..r!d 
planting and was busy on Sycamore 
this week. Johnson, 46, of Centre· 
ville, recently completed a master 
.,:ardening course offered by the Uni­
versity of Illinois' Extension Service. 

She joined AmeriCorp because she 
wanted " to give a year of community 
-~rvice." In March, she and others 
, :arted surve>ing the la ;id and plot­
. ,ng the designs of the gardens. They 
. lan to use only organic L,rt ilizers. 

The _;;Jrden at 91 O ~:, .·amore is in 
r.e i!-".hb,1rhood r.e2r h.-: 2\·y ir.du,t r\· . 

. . . . 
! , -· ,: . - • I '! • ·; . : .._! ~: ..., , 1. , , ; , t I ; , ,°"'. 

Crews Are Preparing 
Community Project 
hood ori<li>. 

Cr~ws of workers from Ameri­
Corp and neighbors are helping 
prepare the soil , build the wooden 
sides and walkway, and plant seeds 
and cuttings at the garden at 910 
Sycamore. 

Other folks also helped get the 
community garden project -
called Harvesting Good Neighbor 
Relations - this far . MECC0/0-
peration New Spirit, a citywide 

experimenting with a raised bed gar­
den, Johnson said. 

Sheets of plastic were placed on 
top of the original neighborhood soil, 
and then covered with clean soil, so 
any possible contamination would be 
eliminated. The original soil has been 
sent to a lab for tests. 

James Pace, 40, an AmeriCorp 
worker from East St. Louis, helped 
install wooden planks around the gar­
den and till the soil. He recently com· 
pleted the master gardening course 
and joined AmeriCorp "to try to 
beautify the community" and im· 
prove the environment. He said he 
wanted to get rid of the city's "eye­
sores" and the dangers they pose , 
in,: luding hiding crime. 

• All m·er, there are lots where the 
we.o':!s 2re taking over. " he said . Be­

., -~·t· . ~. '... '~~i :- : (\:-.::· . :-. ..: :..::1 ,\.- ':' 

neighborhood organization, started 
the garden program about two 
years ago and has been expanding 
it since. At least four community 
gardens are new this spring. Amer­
iCorp joined as co-sponsor this 
season. 

"Community gardens serve as a 
way of bringing neighbors and 
neighborhoods together for a com­
mon purpose ... and of harvesting · 
good neighbor relations," said 
Venessa Marion, admini~tor ol 
MECCO/Operation New Spirit. 

See GARDENS, Page 4 

for their community." 
The garden on Sycamore is just 

outside the window of the Haire's 
house in Rush City, on land donated 
by the Haires. Most years, Donna 
Haire, has planted a smaller garden 
on the lot. ' 'l luvc: g <11 Utns and I like 
to see stuff grow," Donna Haire said. 

She already has plans to freeze the 
tomatoes and make stew and chili for 
her husband and two daughters. 

MECCO/New Spirit and Ameri­
Corp are sponsoring 11 gardens in 
the Winstanley, Olivette Park, Day­
ton, Wedgewood, Fairlawn and Lans­
dovme neighborhoods and the central • 
business district . AmeriCorp also has 
abcc:~ 3 h2!f dozen rr.0 rt cof!'_rnunity 
gardens in Lo\·ejoy and Washing~on 
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. A Sullivan Central team tests soil at the Envlrothon at Sycamore Shoals State Park. 

Envirothon tests nature knowledge 
By LISA ELDRETH 
Times -News Staff Writer 

ELiiABETHTON - Sullivan Central senior 
• Sara Everett examined a handful of soil at 
. \1/~dnesda;·'s Envirvthvn cor11p~titiou before 

she helped her team come up with an answer. 
The hands-on outdoor competition involved 

· 15 teams from area high schools. 
"I've just always liked nature and the envi­

ronment," said Everett, a member of Central's 
ESP (Environmental Student Protectors) Club . 

Envirothon tests students' knowledge in five 
areas: forestry, soils, wildlife, aquatics and a 
current environmental issue. This year's issue 
was groundwater. 

Students spend 25 mir.utes in each area, an­
swering written multiple choice questions and 
identifying plants, trees and other objects. 
Each team fills out one answer sheet. 

The team from South Greene High School 
won first place and will compete in the state 
contest in May. Second place went to one of the 
two teams competing from Hampton High 
School. And the FF A Club team from Cloud­
land High School took third place. 

"It's peaceful to be outside, and I'm con­
cerned about thP Pnvirnnment," said J essie!! 
Stowell , a sophomore on Sullivan South's team. 
The team was made up of members of the 
school 's Environmental Awareness Club. 

The aquatics' questions were the toughest, 
: ornpetitors agreed. Sponsored by the Tennes­
see Valley Authority's Clean Water Initiative, 
the questions included mapping a watershed. 

The Tennessee Di_vision of Forestry spon­
sored V1e forestry questions, which included 
the identification of fi ve di fferent tree varie-

ties. 
For the wildlife questions, the Tennessee 

Wildlife Resources Agency had various items 
on display - such as traps, pelt.s, skulls and 
feathers - that students had to answer ques­
tions about 

"I think there is a problem with the envi­
ronment, and people don't realize that," said 
Heather Seay, a junior at South. "I want to try 
to help rather than sit around and do nothing." 

As a project, the club tests the water quality 
of streams near the school. Also, a recycling 
day is planned Saturday at South for area resi­
dents to bring paper and aluminum to the 

• school between noon and 4 p.m. 
"The club's purpose is to make people more 

aware of environmental issues," said senior Ja­
son Phipps. 

South's team also included Spicey Gould, a 
senior, and Amy Haase, a junior. Club adviser 
is biology teacher Dee Eiklor. 

Recycling has been promoted by the ESP 
Club at Central for about five years - so much 
so that even the cafeteria grease is recyc led, 
said English teacher Nancy Shackelford, club 
adviser. 

Team members Tina Kyte, Sara Weaver, Jef­
frey Kiser, Gabe Anderso r1 end Everett, a!! sc:: 
iors, spent time reviewing sample questions 
sent to schools about the Envirothon to help • 
prepare them for the contest. 

Billie Barlow, Arnericorps Nationa l ~ rvice 
member, helped recrui t Envi rothon teams. 
Barlow works with the Appalachian-Northeast 
Tennessee Resource Conservation and Devel­
opment (RC&D) Council, which has coordi­
nate_d the local Envirothon for the past two 
years . 
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P:igc 18 - Wednesday, June 14, 1995 - nm NEWS 

A JOINT EFFORT enabied Wii iiamsburg Academy to 

receive some new plants for the school campus. 
Williamsburg First National Sank donated the plants, 
Williamsburg Soil and Water Conservation District pro­
vided technical assistance, and local Americorps mem-

! bers supplied labor. Pictured from left to right are 
: Americorps member Michael Busby. WA Headmaster 
' Larry Berry, Alan Chandler of Williamsburg First 
! National Bank. Americo rps member Kendra Williams. 
: June Holliday of Wi lliamsburg First Natlonal Bank, and 
i Wi llie Hum~hrey of the U.S. Forest Se rv ice . 



Americorps helps 
Ute Mountain Utes 
SPECIAL TO THE DAILY TlMU r 

Dale White. a recent /\meri­
Co rps recruit, is doing an 
inventory of the Ute Mountain 
Ute Re~rvation land south of 
the Colon1do state line in New 
Mex ico. 

His project to &Mist the Ute 
Mountain Ute Tribe in gather­
\ng information for their land 
use management plan, a part of 
Geological information System. 

White has lived and worked 
construction jobs in Durango 
for 20years. After repeated con­
struction-related injuries, be 
de<.:ided to pursue a college 
education in natural resources. 

He identifies plants in the 
arid zone of northwestern New 
Mexico while helping the 
Mpuntain Ute trib e compile 
information for a land manage­
ment plan. 

"You have to know what you 
have before you can plan ," 
White said. 

He drives about 80 miles to 
the s:.irvey location from his 
Cortez office . Most da:,.·s start 
with K stop 11t tribal headquar­
ters in Towaoc to piclc up any 
information and tools needed 
for the day. 

Then he drives to a point east 
of Watcrflow where a dirt road 

.- takes him past the power plant 
to the reservation's Ntw Mexi­

. co land. 
"I love this transitional zone 

_where th e desert changes to 
mountains," White said. 

His job is to walk an area 
docume ntin g everything he 
sees . This could be anything 
from manmade structures like 
water tanks, roads, and fences 
to signs of wildlife in the area . 
The abil ity to identify animal 
tracks and scat is helpful. 

Durini the winter when there 
arc no blooms, the identifi ca­
tion process include checking 
the root and/or seed. If that 
doe sn't produce an answer, a 
change of season will some­
time5 bring more clues . Mid­
surr:ner is ideal for plant identi• 
fica: ioo. 

He covers abc-vt two square 
mil::~ a day de~.nding on la:-id 
~o: ::·.~:1on ~n;.: ::,c ;:-c rcen:age 0f 

• lpeoial lo the 0eJly TlmM 
Dalt Whitt of Durango lnventorlt1 Ut. Mountain Ute land 
for land management UtH, 

plant coveraae. He once spept 
two days in a small canyon 
because the terrain was very 
steep. 

White stops every four or 
five feet to examine something 
at his f~et; either a grass clump, 
bush. animal track. prairie dog 
hole or soil type. 

He also tnakes a visual count 
on the average ~rcentages of a 
particular plant at that site . The 
variables that determine how 
many plants of a p11rticular 
species will be found in at\ area 
are moisture, slope of the hind 
and aspect of the land to the 
sun .. 

He'll return to the area later 
to check on the percentage of 
new plan t growth . if Ameri • 
Corps proJcc1 1:mc permits . 

At the days end, White trans­
fers his data onto a ranae site 
sheet that includes ..U-his find• 
ings about the area. This will 
eventuall y be mapped into a 
GIS to &id the Utes in creating a 
long range land use manage• 
ment strate2v. 

White ~aduatcd from Fort 
Lewis College in 1990 with a 
bachelor of science deg.rec in 
earth system scie nce, a self­
directed major. In 1991, he 
moved his family, wife Angie 
and three daughters, to Keene, 
N.H., where he worked toWards 
a master's deif~ of sclence in 
natural resource management 
and adminlstra,tlon which he 
received la5t year. 

He and his family have sinct 
n:o\ ec back to Dillango. 
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COMPLETE BRIDGE ' 
WORK- From left, Brian 
Bates, Americorp historian, 
Kathryn St John, chairman 
of the Historical Staunton 
River Foundation, park man­
ager Jim Zanarini and Doug 
Spencer, Americorp land­
scape architect, look over the 
work on the new pedestrian 
deck at the Staunton River 
railroad bridge at the Fort 
Hill Battlefield. The park, a 
joint private, public venture 
between Virgini a, Virginia 
Power, ODEC and the His­
toricai Staunton River F oun­
dation. The park will grow 
by 80 acres when it officially 
opens June 10 and Virginia 
Power and ODEC turn over 
the additional acreage. The 

rk will include an eight 
ths of a mile walking trail 
-o~s lhe ri Hr to Randolph. 

The new pedestrian platform --,.,,.,_ 
the bridge was built by park ~; : 
service personnel. (David -­
Conner 11 photos; 
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Post 798 

VFW takes ()Ver Ne-wport Coirnrnunity Meal Site 
by Ra lph Heymsfeld 

NEWPORT - The Newport Community Meal 
Site has found a new sponsor in the Veterans of 
Foreii?TI Wars (VFW) Post 798 in Nev.'J)Ort. 
Founded eight years ago at St. Mark's Episcopal 
Church, the meal site has operated from the VFW 
Hall under the 11 upervision of North East Kingdom 
Community Act"on (NEKCA) since HOO. Now the 
post has formally adopted the project. which helps 
meet the needs of hungry Vermonten:, in our area. 

The meal site, which served 4,44~: meals in 
1994, is one of Sl!veral community service projects 
that NEKCA has either privatized or is in the 
process of priva tizing. Fearful of a substantial loss 
of fed eral funds, NEKCA offi cials say that they 
would like to see as many programs es possible 
supported by the communities in whkh they serve. 

The changing of the guard at the meal site 
coincides with the first annual National Day of 
Service, April 25, which is the highlight of National 
Service Week, April 22-29. President Clinton has 
designated these dates as a time to honor service 
and citizenship, as well as an opportunity to 
expand services to the needy. The Northeast 
Kingdom Initiative Americorps program is 
celebrating National Service Week by participating 
in a series of events throughout the week, including 
the preparation of a Rpecial meal which was served 
at the Newport site on Monday. Some other 
activities in this area were marigold planting on 
Monday at Pine Knoll Nursing Home in 
Lyndonville and a canned food drive this past 
Friday at ~don State College. 

Americorps, a newly formed nationwide 
program, is desc 'bed by its members as a 
•stateside Peace Corps," dedicated to )Public service. 
The Northeast Kingdom Initiative is one of five 
Vermont teams. It is made up of21 members who 
are focused on improving services in the area of 
education, hum n nc-eds, public safety, and the 
environment. 

Americorps has been work.in~ with the VFW 

At the Newport Community Meal Site on Aprll 24, Betty Challtoux of Amerlcorps, Steve Austin, one of two NC high 
school students who work at the , ,lte, Theresa Tessler of Vermont Associates, who also works st the site, and 
Frank Huard of Amerlcorps helped prepare and serve a special meal as part of Natlonal Service Week. • 

post as "facilitators of the transiti.on," according to 
Arnericorps worker Betty Chalifoiux, who was on 
hand Monday. She said that her ,organization 
targeted the meal site as one of its major projects 
after an exhaustive survey of the area revealed the 
program was in danger of collaps,~. 

"We found out that there wasn't really any 
group or organization whose mise:ion included 
maintaining a soup kitchen," added Arnericorps 
worker Frank Huard. Americorps arranged for the 
post to take over the operation of the meal site. 

Photo by Ralph Heymefeld 

The VFW has also donated $100 to start a fund 
which they hope will enable the program to be self­
supporting. Several fund-raising efforts are 
already under way. Raffle tickets costing $10 
apiece are on sale; a $4,000 vacation will be 
awarded on August 20 at the Orleans County Fair. 
In addition, 310 letters requesting support have 
been mailed to area businesses and other 
organizations. Those interested in either 
volunteering or making a donation may call 888-
8910 or 888-5702. 



Agriculture director 
praises AmerrCorps 
during visit to region 

By Kristen Hebestreet 
Press Staff Writer 

People who condemn the 
AmeriCorps are speaking from 
ideology instead of reality, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
National Service director said 
Tuesday. 

"Challenge anyone with ques- · 
tions to come out and visit a 
site," said Joel Berg, USDA 
National Service director, dur­
ing a -discussion with nine 
AmeriCorps members at the 
USDA office in Jonesborough. 

Berg toured AmeriCorps pro­
jects in Upper East Tennessee 
Wednesday, all projects cover­
ing anti-hunger, social services, 
environmental or rural develop­
ment projects. 

Berg, who developed the 
basic outline of the AmeriCorps 
program while working on Pres­
ident Cimton's eiection cam­
paign, now manages the 1,200 
USDA AmeriCorps members 
working in 33 states. 

The national service initia­
tive is intended to develop com­
munities _and protect the envi­
ronment at a local level. Ameri­
Corps workers are provided a 
stipend, basic health insurance, 
a child care allowance and a 
$4,725 education award for col­
lege or vocational training. 

"The vast majority of our pro­
jects range from good to excel­
lent," Berg said. "It's our first 
year , and we're already bigger 
than the Peace Corps was at its 
height." 

AmeriCorps projects in th is 
region include putting together 
a map 0f touris t. ~ttract ions in 
Unicoi County, renovating the 
Sneedville jail , agricultural 
education work, attracting both 
industry and tourists to Clai­
borne County and working with 
famil ies of critically ill patients 
at the Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center, Mountain Home. 

Beca use ma nv of the Ameri• 
. Corps workers a·re in financially 

s trapped ru ral communities, 
most projects require fede ral 
grants, loa ns o, some tyµe of 
1unciing, Berg ;:; L ~ ~ -

··we refer to the AmeriCorp.s 

Joel Berg 

workers as a 'funded nonman­
dttLt: ,',, Berg said, in reference 
to the recent conservative con­
demnation of unfunded federal 1 

mandates. 
Berg does not feel Congress 

will eliminate AmeriCorps as it 
works to balance the budget 
because so many things about 
AmeriCorps passe what he calls 
the "Jesse Test." 

"That means both Jesse 
Helms and Jesse Jackson sup­
port it," Berg said. 

Clinton also has said he plans 
to veto effo rts to severely cut 
funding to AmeriCorps and 
other job-training programs. 

The total budget for Ameri­
Corps is $370 million, Berg said, 
which breaks down to a total 
cost of$20,000 per volunteer. 

"'I'h is is the most cost-effec­
tive way for the federal govern­
ment to serve people at the 
grass-roots level ," Berg said. 
"For every $1 of federal money,. 
communities get back at least 
$1.50." 

Berg drove himself around in 
his Toyota on the tour of Ameri­
Corps projects in North Caroli­
na , West Vi rginia, Kentucky, 
Virginia and Ten nessee. 

"This is the best part - East 
Tennessee," Berg said. "And 
d::.r:"t yo·J b -::l iC \ "E' I s;ii n the same 
~h ng in Wi:st \ 'irginia." 

JOHNSON CI1Y PRESS 
JOHNSON CI1Y, TENNESSEE 

MAY 24, 1995 



SANTEE STRIPER 
SANTEE, SOUTH CAROLINA 

APRIL 19, 1995 

Santee is scene 
for Aniericorps 
By Barry Wood 
Editor 

Volunteers from across the state met 
in Santee yesterday for a two-day con­
ference of Americorps workers and ad­
ministrators. This was not a sit-down 
meeting . While sen·ice projects went 
on throughout the little to.,..,1 on Lake 
Marion. National USDA Americorps 
Direcror Joel Berg took a break from 
cuttin);! the grass around Town Hall to 
speak to this reportt>r. 

"This program ." said Ber);! of 
A.,,erico,p-5. "n1eds the frsse 1es1 . From 
Helms to Jackson. politicians approve 
of what's being done . 

"These folk s are doing great stuff. 
They help with 911 implementation. 
housing improvement. enterprise com­
munities and a host ofother projects." 

"Yours is among tht> best-function- _ 
ing programs in the country. I urgt> you 
to look into it - see for yourself that it 
works ." 

Berg addeq a persor,ial note on th t> 
late Josephine High. who was an 
Americorps worker with the EOCEC. 

"I offer my deep regrets." he said, 
"for the passing of Josephine Hi gh. 
While I didn't know her personall y. I 
understand that her work with 
Americorps was simply a continuarion 
of her life 's work ." 

Jim Wilson. projecl coordinator in 
Souih Carol ina for the Natural Re ­
sources Conservation Service. told the 
Oh.,t'111er that Americorps is "a domes­
tic peace corps." In fact. the program's 
$500 million budget and 18,000 volun­
teers make it bigger than the Peace 
Corps ever was. 

Americorps is a federal program "Local counties come up with pro-
begun by President Clinton in which posals." said Wilson. "for community I 
people volunteer the ir services for up improvement. Some 90 percent o(it is 
to two yea~. They woric at community physical work. and around 80 percent 
projects. and in exchange receive a of our volunteers have college educa-
monthly st ipend , as well as up to tions. They provide hands-on labor. as 
$9 .400 for college tuition . Locall y. well as assessments, like ~slands in-
Gl oria Richardson is woric ing. as an ventories or stream coding. In return. 
Americorps volunteer. with the Eastern these folks are able to work with pro-
Oran!!eburg County Enterprise Com- fess ionals, to get exposure in a number 
1~:.: ni:y :EOCEC1 . of career possi bil ities. We rotate team 

"Thi s pro¥ram." said Ber!!, "is about leaders so that all are able to plan . or-
r e11ing thin~s done It produces con- ga.nize and delegate . 
crele re sults for the community. It "Workers learn to complete a 
brings together all aspects of rhe com- project. ll1ey plan. and then produr::-
munity and bridges di\'isions. It teaches tangible results . But most of all . t!1ey 
personal re sponsi bility and provides have de veloped a sincere de sir~ for 
people with an opportunity. It's a com- communitv service . All of chem h1 ·e 
mon sense program that works." the ir hearts in the right place." 

OfSouthCaroltna'sAmericorps pro-,. ~ · The USDA Ameri co rp, 11 H.',· t i11g 
'. ' r .,, ,. Hr r~ was enthusiasti c. -" X ~ tinues today at Santee St :it,' f' :11 I.. 
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THE NATCHITOCHES TIMES 
NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA 
APRIL 20, 1995 

Pond hydrants contribute to rural protection 
uiui~iana ·s rural population and 

local government agencies have 
received good news about rural road 
maintenance and fire protect ion. 

Jack McClanahan. secretary of 
the Louisiana Depanment of Natural 
Resources (DNR). has announced 
the approval of S998.9R4 in oil over­
charge funds for 1he implementa tion 
of a st.Jtewide dry hydrant project to 
be coordinated by Trainblazer Inc. 
of Ruston . The project will demon­
strate energy savings through 
improved rural fire protection and 
road maintenance with the installa­
tion of 2.000 dry hydrants through­
out the slate. 

As primary contractor for the 
statewide dry hydran t project, 
Trailblazer brings three years of 
qualified experience to the project 
for their successful pi lot program 

completed in 1992. Approval of the 
current project resu lted in the com­
bined efforts of TrJilhla7.er anti 
DNR and in coopcr:ition with the 
Northeas t Delta. Capital. T'win 
Valley and Imperia l Calcasieu 
RC&D councils and parish police 
juries. 

Twin Valley is a non -profit orga­
ni1.:11ion supponetl by federal. .~late 
and foundation grants. The RC&D 
program is designed 10 hel p volun­
teers at a local level identify anti 
work toward solving the prohlcms 
uni4ue to their individual commu ni ­
ties. Twin Valley RC&D area serves 
eight parishes area including Caddo. 
DeSoto. Grant. Natchitoches, 
Rapides. Retl River. Sabine and 
Vernon. 

A dry hydrant is a non -pressu r­
ized pipe sysrem permanently 

~\~:..- ~h ..... ',.N~ ... .. ·'6-,,~~ 

t~• .. --~ .. ~ •' 

iM1allcd in existing lakes. ponds and 
streams. 

Properly insl:il led . dry hydrants 
can «>Ive 1he prohlem of hauling 
w:11er over long distances by provid ­
ing na1ural. unprocessed water fnr 
use. The mull iple benefi ts awarded 
hy ·dry hydrnnts include energy sav­
ings 10 consumer.. and mad mainl C' · 
nance tlepan111en1s. and improvi ng 
rurJI fire protection and lower fire 
insurance ratings. 

Improved rurnl fire rrotection is 
a<:hicved with the use of dry 
hytlranls by providing water from 
existing sources. 

Fire depanrnenl lanker lruds 
can lap these waler supplies lo light 
rural tires and reduce the amount of 
time a wale r lanker would spend 
!ravelling back and forth from the 
site of the lire to the originating 

Dominic Beggan and Angela Norsworthy, from left, view a dry fire . 
hydrant in Natchitoches Parish. Every parish in Louisiana will be 
given the opportunity to install 35 hydrants. 

water source. This reduction in the 
amou nl of 1imc taken 10 supply 
waler 10 rural fire fighting effons 
can retluce insurance rates in those 
Jreas. 

W:rler i~ also a key ingredient to 
maintaini ng gravel ronds. 

Using water to compac t new lay­
ers of tlrrt 11 r gravei makes a 
~111001hcr ~urface 0 11 whirh vehicles 
can travel and increase.~ the mileage 
vehicles using the roa tl can achieve. 

ll avinj? water available for 
extraction on-site n:sullcd in a 50 
percent reduction of driving time for 
rn:1d maintenance trucks in the pilot 
project. 

With waler trucks averaging 
approxi111a1ely four miles per gallon 
in fuel cniciency. the use of tlry 
hydrants rcllccls substantial ~avings 
in fue l c11sts. 



SANTEE STRIPER 
SANTEE, SOUTH CAROLINA 
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EOCEC; Amer/corps: 

t ork 
rogr ss 
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By E. Marie Jackioo 
After more l1wl a year, ~era 

Oungeburg Counry Enterprise 
Community (EOCEC) and Its 
Americorps representatives are still hard 
at work and miling progms in the 
eastm pan of oor county. 
. Without fanfare or the spotli&)\t. 
EOCEC still holds 1heir monthly 
meetings and . along wirh Gloria 
Richardson amd Vernell Smalls 
(AmeriCOfpS ~ntatlves). are finditl& 
~w arid innovative Wllys to htip area 
residents with all kinds of problems. 

Some of 1heir accomplishments 
include mi~1ing the elderly with home 
improvement &rant~ and low-Interest 
low, QS well ~ helping other residents 
with home--0wncrship loans. 

They ha\'e also worked closely with 
small business owners in eutern 
Orangeburg County, educ.iting them 
about busines~ lo;in programs. 

EOCEC has joined f orw with local 
police forces. U.S. MarshaJl's office, 
Office of Ju't'cnilc JtJ.Stiec. 111\d school 
admlnhtrotors to bring crime and drug 
prevention programs to area studenu. 

Educationiil seminiirs have been 
hosted by ~ ifOUP on topics such as 
Wills and Tru.~~: Home Weatherizatlon; 
Businrn and Industrial Loan Programs; 
Emergency Services: Drua :ind Crime 
Preven1ion; and Ste~ To Buildin& Your 
Credil 

Countless hour,; of volunteer services 
have been provided to V~ce Senior 
Citizen Ccntm. ils well i1S Orangeburg 
School Di~trict Three. 

Also to be included in their lisls of 
accompllwnenIS LS pcrtorrruince or 
national service to the community in the 
town of Sant:e with such projects as 
Beautification. Daycnrc, ~g, 
Santee Town H.alL and Litter Pick Up. 

In addition to overseeina the day to 
day oper.uions or the EOCEC office, 
Richardson and Smalls host a community 
aw~ness rndlo broadc:iJt weekly to 
inf oon !he public of issues ~n& thtir 
everyday lives. 

AJ envisioned by the founden of 
G()CEC, the iroup is well on its way 10 
carrylna out their mission. which is: 

The citiz.ens of the ~ 0ran&COOT! 
C¢unty Enterprise Community plan to 
incre:ise job opportunities and quality of 
life for ;ill eastern Orunieburg County 
citiz.eos so residents can enjoy a sti1ndard 
or livinj that Is above the poverty line 
and have the chance to realize their 
dreams. 

"My term DS an Ammcorps member 
has been fulfillina Md. rewarding," 
Richardson s3id. ''I've bed the 
opportunity to work In the different 
capacities to bring the communities 
toacthct. It gives me a ,mt ~nse ol 
fulfillment knowin& 1h31 I've helped 
somcooe who rully needed help 11nd 
would hove otherwise been f oraonen." 

Smalls also expressed her sincere 
oppreciarioo fer bein& able to be there fct 
so m3ny people in need. ''The EOCEC 
h:i.s betn a fulfilling experience for me. 
After comin1 on board for four moot~ 
after the death of Josephine Hi&h. I have 
lemned a lot. I feel 1h41 t have helped or 
~ lmt uied to help my community." 
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THE SAN JUAN RECORD 
SAN JUAN, 
MAY 17, 1995 

Food bank in Blanding gets new coat 
The Americorps team 

painted the town of Blan­
ding - at least that is how 
the team members felt as 
they painted the inside 
walls and ceiling of the 
newly acquired San Juan 
County Food Bank build­
ing. 

The new food distribution 
center will open later this 
month, primarily through 
the efforts of Americorps 
team member Henry Silent­
man. Silentman wrote the 
proposal to establish a food 
bank to serve San Juan 
County's needy population. 

Food will come from do­
nations and purchased from 
the Utah Food Bank and lo-

cal food stores. Needy fam­
ilies will be given a nutri­
tionally balanced seven­
day food supply. 

Henry Silentman coordi­
nated the inside paint party. 
Fellow Americorps team 
members Andrea Dyar, 
Sam Sellers, Eldon Miller, 
Anna Prawl, and Nancy 
Steele; their Americorps su­
pervisor, Kresha Eastman 
and her son, Klint; and 
Allison Williams, a local 
VISTA volunteer working 
with students at Albert R. 
Lyman Middle School, all 
participated in the project. , 

Local Boy Scouts may 
clean the grounds as a pos­
sible Eagle Scout project. 
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TIMES INDEPENDENT 
MOAB, COLORADO 
MAY 4, 1995 

• Va lue-added agriculhtre 
products forum. set , 

Alternative farming and - answers are alternative and 
marketing methods will be the 
topic of discussion at a meeting 
entitled "Gardeners' and 
Growers' Value-Added Agri­
cultural Products Forum." 

The meeting, sponsored by 
AmeriCorps, will be held on 
Thursday, May 4, at 4 p.m. in 
the Moab City Hall Council 
Chamber located at 115 West 
200 South in Moab. 

With today's farming prac­
tices, much more is harvested 
from each acre of ground. This 
is both good and bad. 

The good part is that there is 
a plentiful supply of farm 
products available for the con­
sumer. 

The bad part is prices are so 
low it takes a larger harvest to 
meet farm expenses. 

This causes the farmer to 
work harder to produce enough 
to make a go of iti thereby driv­
ing the prices even lower. 

Even though more is pro­
duced, the overabundance 
creates a hardship for the 
farmer. 

What are the answers? Two 

value-added agriculture. t 
.Alternative agriculture is 

the production oL.no~-food, 
non-feed products from farm 
and forest materials. 

Value-added agriculture is 
the practice of adding value to 
a product by marketing it in 
innovative ways. 

A good example of this is 
Agriboard Industries' manu­
facturing of panels made from 
residual wheat straw which is 
used for building houses. 

Their system uses 65%-less 
dimensional frame lumber 
than traditional wood con­
struction. This gives not only 
an environmental_ advantage, 
but an economical advantage 
as well. 

With prime farmland being 
sold to developers, small 
farms are becoming more 
commonplace and cost effeQ.­
tive. -~ 

These topics will be dis ­
cussed at Thursday's meeting. 
For more information conta~t 
Jackie at 259-4100 or Henry at 
801-587-2271. 



ASHLAND TIDINGS 
ASHLAND, NORTH CAROLINA 
JUNE 26, 1995 

AmeriCorps forest project 
shows what can be done 

At the top of Monon Street in Ashland is a unique neigh­
borhood of big beautiful homes with grand views, where res­
idents can relax on their decks and watch the shadow& play 
on the eastern hillsides and follow the spring squalls as they 
sweep through the valley. It'& also one of Ashland's ncigJPOl 1 

borhootls in the forest Interface - known for both its beau'fl/' 
and potential fire danger. Last week a crew of young people 
in the AmeriCorps program braved wet. steep slopes and 
wrestled with downed logs, dying trees and poison oak to 
help make this area less of a fire danger. 

The city of Ashland owns about 1,000 acres of undevel­
oped land, so the four acres of city land cleaned up by the 
Forest Service and AmcriCorps crew will not have a major 
impact on our city's vulnerability to fire. But the clean-up 
does illustrate the value of this national service program. 

. ArneriCorps/USDA has three broad programs: 
Empowenncnt and Anti-Hunger, Rural Development, and 
Publit.: Land and Environment. The work done in lhe 
Ashland watershed was part of the latter program, and the 
work is di~p.:.:chcd out of the App1e&atc Ranger District. 
Members of this ltard-workjna and enthusiastic team live at 
lhe Star Gulch facility and are paid the equivalent of about 
$1,200 a month for living expenses and tuition credit.,. In 
addition to watershed work, the crews protect wetlands, 
restore recreation areas, increase handicap accessibility, and 
much more. 

' The AmeriCorps program has been criticized by Rep. 
Newt Gingrich and others as being too expensive, but jmpor­
tant work is being done and the long-range benefits are great 
in learned job skills and educational incentives. Investments 
in education pay big dividends, as we have witnessed with 
the 01 Bill. 

The local project also serves as an example of what can be 
done to reduce fire danger even on steep ~lope~ with decades 
of accumulation or dead fuel. The slash was piled up and 

I • 1,., • L. • ,,, J , ' ' ccvcrc_. wit., tarps :or uummg nex~ 1it.u, anu enougn ocaa 
an<.l dying _trces were hauled out of the area to generate 
.~2.000 for the city·.~ forest land clean-up fund. 

So private forest land owners take ·note. Even difficult 
pr_!)PCi:tY.~c!n .. bc_ managed to reduce the danger of forest fires . 

• Ynu wun ' t he able to get an AmeriCorp team for private pro­
. '. jc1:ts. tiut a lot of good idea.Ci and direction arc available 
• thrnugh the /\shland Fire Department and the lo~al Forest 
Service ranger sution. 
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USDA/AmeriCorps 

Soil Conservation Service 
Louisiana 

USDA/Americorps invites you to . .. 
Attend an orientation and intervfew for the USDA/AmeriCorps Rural 
Development Projects in Louisiana at the Holiday Inn, 2 716 North 
MacArthur Drive, Alexandria, Louisiana, on August 26, 1994. 

We have reviewed your referral and/or application form, and we are 
very interested in talking to you about a USDA/Americorps position. 

Registration for the meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m., and the orientation 
session will begin at 10:00 a.m. 

We will provide lunch, and you will be invited to participate in 
interviews after lunch. 

Please confirm your attendance on the attached postage-paid card, and 
return this card to me as soon as possible. Someone will also be calling 
you to confirm your attendance and answer any questions. 

An application form and draft agenda are attached for yQur use. Please 
complete the application form and bring it with you to the orientation. 

I am looking forward to meeting you and talking about the AmeriCorps 
program! 

~/.~ 
Billy R. Moore 
Agency Project Director 

Attachments 
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AMERICORPS PLEDGE 

I will get things done for America--to make our 
people safer, smarter, and healthier. 

I will bring Americans together to strengthen our 
communities. 

Faced with apathy, I will take action. Faced with 
conflict, I will seek common ground. Faced with 
adversity, I will persevere. 

I will carry this comniitment with me this year 
and beyond. 

I am an AmeriCorps Member. And I'm gozng to 
get things done. 
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Ameri.Corps passes muster 
Clinton to swear in first serv.ice recruits 
By RON FOUANIU 
~Ptta-

ABERDEFN, Md. - Presi• 
dent Clinton. worshiping in a 
military chapel here Sunday, 
thanked the fim recrrits to his 
national service- program !or ful. 
·uli.ng "our God-given -espomi­
lility t0 serve our fellow human 

~" president 1.Dd Hillary 
Rociham Clinton mended serv• 
;,~es u t he Aberdeen Proving 
Growid. a weapoD.S facility in 
central Maryland. The visit WU 
designed to promote the presi• 
dent's AmeriCorps initiative, a 
sweeping collection o! old and 
new community semce programs 
offering college education to its 
womrs. 

The program !ormally com• 
me?1ces today, when Clinton 
plans to swear in nearly 15,000 
AmeriCorps rec:uits. capping his 
2-year-ol,i nimpaigD for the serv• 
ice. 

Clinten spoke £ram the pulpit 
t0 a congregm::i0J1 of about 300. 

"This is a special service that 
ruf:6.rms our reiationship to our 
God. 1111d our God-given responsi­
bility to serve oar ieJlow human 
beings." he said. 

With health care reform in 
jeopardy and his popuiarity wan-

mg in the polls. the president re­
tumeci from his summer vacation 
hammering on the all-American 
themes of family vahJes, personal 
nspomi.biJity and public service. 

"Semce to others is something 
neryone can do, and somethinr 
ner,one should do because of 
om relcionship to our God. our 
responsibility to others, and our 
responsibility to ourselves. ·• he 
aid Sunday. 

The mci0nal service progrmn. 
which fulfils a comerst0ne pledge 
of Clinton's presidential cam• 
paign. is a S360 million effort to 
put 20.000 mostty young Ameri• 
cans to work in four areas: educ:a· 
tion. health and human needs. 
the environment and public 
u.iety. 

The workers will receive mini• 
mum-wage pay, free health care 
md a S4.72.5 educational mu.cher 
for one year of work. The S4.72.5 
CI.D be usec. !or college, voca• 
cional education or to pay off cola 
lege loam. They am work up to 
cwoyean.. 

U Congrtts extends the pro• 
cram. the \\'. . lite House hopes to 
spend Sl.5 billion over three 
years to pay for 100.000 workers. 

Attending rhurc:h with Clinten 
were about 30 members o! the 
National c;vilian Community 
Corp., a branch o! AmeriCorps 
that trained Ea.st Coast ffl:?Uiu 
at the Aberdeen base to fight for• 
est fires in the West. 

Clinton shook their hands on 
the way out of church. 

TOP PHOTO 
RECD AmeriCorps Team 
Front Row: Lee Wooldridge, 
Marjorie Bethea, Zelma 
Powell, Sandi Eley, Naomi 
Boley, Bobbie lgnont. 
Back Row: Wydene 
Williams & Henry 

- Rosenthal . 
BOTTOM PHOTO 
AmeriCorps Kickoff in New 
Orleans on Sept. I:! , 1994 . 
Front Row: Judy Ned, 
Alicia Trissler, Robin 
Torrence. Back Row: 
Hope Beggan. Dominic 
Beggan , Tressa Lantz, 
Aminul Mahfuz, Angie 
Norsworthy, Carl Collins, 
Christie LeBleu, Susie 
MnllinC' . 



Welcome to USDA/AmeriCorps 

When President Lincoln signed into law the act of Congress establishing the 

United States Department of Agriculture on May 15, 1862, he did so with a vision of 

USDA as the "People's Department" With the purpose as stated by Congress, "to 

acquire among the people of the United States useful information on subjects connected 

with agriculture ... and to procure, propagate, and distribute among the people new and 

valuable seeds and plants," one clerk, four assistants and a gardener set out to bring their 

services to the farmers of America. I 

As America has changed in over one hundred years since, so has the USDA, 

which now reaches the lives of 260 million Americans. Today, the Department continues 

10 provide assistance to the natio'n's 2 million farmers while helping 69 million rural 

residents, protecting the environment, ensuring better nutrition for women and infants, 

managing 191 million acres of national forest and grassland, and ensuring healthy school 

lunches for 25 million children.2 

As a new member of AmeriCorps® - you are joining an entity which is based on 

a principle of American society that is as old as the republic itself: the idea that, not only 

does the democracy have the duty to protect and nourish the well-being of its citizens, but 

that citizens have an equal duty to protect and nourish the well-being of democracy. 

It is most fitting then, that the "People's Department" is leading the effort to bring 

the President's national service program to fruition. USDA/ AmeriCorps members will 

be planting the seeds in America for a future built upon voluntecrism and community. 

Working together, we have the opportunity to help Americans more than ever before. As 

President Clinton stated: 

"Working together we can ensure that the world we leave to tM futur~ holds the 
same promise and opportunity as the one we inheriled from the past." 

President Clinton, April 14, 1994 

Welcome to USDA/AmeriCorps. 

1 Cenrurv of Service. Gladys L Baker ct al . pg. 1. (1963) 
2" A New Attitude" 1993 Report of the Secretary of Agriculture, pgs. iii-vii. 



USDA/AmeriCorps New Member Orientation 

Mission 
The purpose of the AmeriCorps program is to "get things done"TM using the concept of 
'lational service as a vehicle. It offers opportunities to Americans to serve their country 
and earn education awards in return. It is a grassroots effort to solve the problems facing 
c1Jmmunities across the nation. 

AmeriCorps Ethic 
The AmeriCorps Ethic is: 

• Getting things done. Our primary goal is to improve communities by meeting 
their educational, nutritional, human, and environmental needs. 

• Strengthening communities. AmeriCorps brings together individuals from 
different backgrounds and incomes, with different missions and cultures, in the 
common effort to improve ·our communities. 

• Encouraging responsibility. AmeriCorps encourages members to explore and 
exercise their responsibilities toward their communities, themsefves and their 
families - in their service experience and throughout their lives. 

• E.xpanding opportunity. AmeriCorps members receive awards to further their 
_ ..J . . __ .. ; __ -- --• • 1.. .... -1 ... ....... . ...J--• , ___ ,., _,... •• , ,..11 ,,,,.. . , ,,,1.,"1-t.1 ..... ~-1-.. _____ ..; ____ ,..-- - ~-i ; ..,._~ 
cuu~uuu U! pay ua. .... ,-. .3LUUl;!H ,ua.u.:,, Q.:> .,.. .... u Q.:> •aH,.C.U1 .... JVU .... At,""'11 ............. , .:,t,""''-1"'• .. '-""-' 

training, and life skills. 

Don Gohmen, NRCS State Conservationist, addressc~ the new AmeriCorps members 
during orientation activities held at the U.S. Forest Service office in Pi neville. 



Aminul Mahfuz is working in a 
17-parish area to assist local 
communities to provide the 
technical assistance necessary to 
promote timber bridges as one 
solution to transportation • 
problems in economically 
depressed areas. 
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Article Printed In The 

WINN PARISH ENTERPRISE 
October 19, 1994 

Alicia Trissler is serving as liason for 
pmmofr:,:: cf tourism i,, Winn Parish. She is 
with Americorps and will be working closely 
with the museum, chamber of commerce and 
other groups. She is seen here with Bill Poe, 
director of volm1teers at the museum and George 
Ha rre l. 
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Farm* A ''Syst is a voluntary program designed to educate rural residents on well water about potential sources of 
groundwater contamination. AmeriCorps members Carl Collins, Christie LeBleu. and Sobrena Lewis introduced this 
program to approximately 700 people in nine Louisiana parishes. 
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