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November 17, 1992

President-elect Bill Clinton
Governor's Mansion
Little Rock, AR 72201

SERVICE 
AMERICA

1319 F Street, NW, Suite 900, Washington, DC 20004 
202/783-8855 • FAX 202/347-2603

Dear President-elect Clinton:

Congratulations on your election victory. We have heard your stining call for a rededication to 
citizenship through service. We have been encouraged by your visits to many of the best youth 
service programs around the country. Like you, we believe that service is at the heart of our 
democratic tradition and essential to building a more tolerant and caring global community.

On November 6, members of the Boards of Directors of national and local youth service 
organizations met for a special session at Super Conference '92, a gathering of nearly a thousand 
committed youth and adult leaders in the youth service field. Senator Harris Wofford, Catherine 
Milton of the Commission on National and Community Service, and former Governor Richard 
Celeste joined us to celebrate our special accomplishments and discuss the future of the youth 
service movement. At this meeting, we were, one and all, excited by the prospect of working with 
a President committed to the values of service, responsibility, and community building. We 
wanted to write you to formally begin a dialogue on crucial issues facing our field and to thank you 
for the support for youth service you have already demonstrated in your campaign.

Our discussion generated a number of important points we feel should be brought to your attention:

• We enthusiastically support the significant expansion of the youth service field you 
have suggested through the National Service Trust. At the same time, we would like to 
ensure that any expansion will build upon the broad range of high quality programs* 
that exist today. We believe that it is important that a large influx of federal monies not 
have the unintended effect of weakening national and local organizations that currently 
stand at the heart of the youth service movement.

• In any new plan, we urge you to include support for building the infrastructure of 
national and community-based agencies so they may accommodate the massive influx 
of volunteers any expanded national service initiative would require.

» We believe strongly that any expanded national service plan must be developed, 
implemented and run with significant and ongoing input from young people 
themselves. Young people should not only be doing direct service; they should be 
involved in decision-making and challenged to be the leaders not tomorrow, but today. 
We recommend that you invite to this discussion young leaders who represent youth 
service organizations. These young people, more than anyone, understand the critical 
issues facing youth today.

« There has been a great deal of emphasis on national service for high school graduates, 
college students, and out-of-school youth. However, we believe we must also 
continue to support the efforts of schools and community-based organizations reaching 
students in elementary and secondary schools to make service an integral part of 
growing up.



Sincerely yours.

co: Warren Christopher
Vernon Jordan

At the suggestion of Senator Wofford and former Governor Celeste, we offer these ideas to begin 
a dialogue we trust will both support your new initiatives in national service and utilize the vital, 
existing network of youth service organizations.

• Finally, we join you in the belief that service connects all Americans to something 
greater, that a commitment to helping others can heal our spirits, strengthen our 
communities, and transform our nation.

Youth Service America Board of Directors, Governor Richard F. Celeste
Magic Me Board of Directors, Julie Mercer, Chair
YouthBuild Board of Directors, Peter Szanton
Campus Outreach Opportunity League Board of Directors, Maura Wolf, Chau-
City Year Board of Directors, Alan Khazei
Youth Volunteer Corps of America Board of Directors, Dr. Rich Davis, Chan-
Points of Light Foundation Board of Directors, Richard Schubert, President
StarServe Board of Governors, Samuel Sava
National Association of Service and Conservation Corps Board of Directors, Antonio M. Perez 
National Youth Leadership Council Board of Directors, Jim Kielsmeier, President

• From our experience, we have witnessed youth service's enormous potential for 
dispelling prejudice and building bridges of understanding. We hope therefore that any 
expanded national service program will provide a common and meaningful experience 
for young people of all different races, cultures and socio-economic backgrounds. 
Youth service is an experience that encourages an ongoing respect for diversity and 
offers the promise of a more tolerant nation.

On behalf of all of our organizations. Governor Celeste is willing to serve as a contact person, and 
will call your transition team to discuss these issues and to further offer our resources and services 
as you usher in this exciting new era of change.

We remain, as you do, committed to the idea beautifully expressed by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
"everybody can be great because everybody can serve."
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APPENDIX

There is already a broad national coalition of youth service organizations in 
the United States, including those signing this letter. This group recently met 
at a national conference in Washington, DC, and we are already beginning to 
achieve some of the important goals President-elect Clinton has identified in 
his outstanding proposals for new solutions to old problems. The following 
is a very brief description of what each of our organizations is currently doing, 
on a daily basis, to advance youth service in our country.
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Youth Service America

Youth Service America is an independent, not-for-profit organization that promotes and supports

YSA WORKS...

Youth Service America
Board of Directors

Senator Harris Wofford 
Honorary Chair

1319 F Street, NW, Suite 900, Washington, DC 20004 
202/783-8855 • FAX 202/347-2603

YOUTH 
SERVICE 
AMERICA

Benes Aldana
Bernard E. Anderson 
Gordon Berlin 
John A. Calhoun 
Richard F. Celeste 
T.J. Coolidge
Richard Danzig 
Rita DiMartino 
Chuck Hirsch
Cathy Palm 
Gale Picker 
Darryl Vernon Poole 
Peter Szanton
Deborah Szekely

Student, University of Washington
The Anderson Group
Senior VP, Manpower Demonstration Research Project 
Executive Director, National Crime Prevention Council 
Managing General Partner, Celeste & Sabety
Lincoln Filene Center
Latham & Watkins
Director, Federal Government Affairs, AT&T Inc.
Vice President, Amelior Foundation
Student, Bryn Mawr College
Personal Counselors
Vice President & CFO, ENDISPUTE Inc.
President, Szanton Associates
President, Eureka Foundation

youth service programs throughout the United States. YS A's mission is to strengthen the ethic of 
service in America by helping to develop and sustain a national network of quality service 
programs that provide young people of all ages and backgrounds with opportunities to begin a 
lifelong commitment to community improvement and civic participation. YSA works with an ever 
expanding field of state and local programs, regional groups and national organizations, 
professionals and young people to bring youth service to the forefront of the national agenda.

• To provide coherence to the national youth service movement;
• To promote an ethic of service among America's young people;
• To advance the progress of youth service policy with legislators at every level of government:
• To be an advocate for the thousands of youth service programs nationwide and to assist in

further development of these programs; ....
• To develop innovative and diverse quality youth service programs in a variety of institutional 

settings;
• To promote the dissemination of exemplary models of youth service programs based upon 

identified principles of best practice; and
• To develop training and leadership development programs for young people.
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Youth Volunteer Corps of America

Or. Rich Davin, Chairman

Adele Hall, Vice Chairman

Brad Pemberton. Secretary

Donald Sioan, Treasurer

David Battey, YVCA President

Bunni Copaken

Susan Banaszak

r'

1080 Washington St. 

Kansas City, MO 

64105-2216 

816/474-5761

FAX 816/472-4207

Youth Volunteer Corps of America 
Board of Directors

The Youth Volunteer Corps of America is a national network of proven, cost-effective programs 
that involves young people from diverse ethnic ano socio-economic backgrounds in community 
service. Volunteers, ages 11-18, participate in service projects that address many of the nation's 
pressing social issues like homelessness, illiteracy, the environment and care of the elderly and 
disabled. Since 1987, thousands of young people participating in YVC programs have volunteered 
almost 300,000 hours in communities across the country.

Y()UthJ Volunteer
Corps



KRAFT GENERAL FOODS FOUNDATION

StarServe

Board of Governors

Samuel G. Sava, Ph.D., Chairman National Association of Elementary 
School Principals
University of Washington
Constitutional Rights Foundation
Georgia State University
United Way of America
Project Teach
Youth Service America
Kraft General Foods Foundation

StarServe is exclusively funded by the Kraft General Foods Foundation. 
StarServe operates in partnership with the Kraft General Foods Foundation, 
The Love Foundation for American Music, Entertainment and Art, and 
United Way of America. StarServe is a Points of Light Foundation Initiative.

Red Elk Banks
Todd Clark
Alonzo A. Crim, Ed.D.
Elizabeth S. Kelly 
Elka Kovac
Roger Landrum
Michael Mudd

StarServe is a national, not-for-profit organization established to introduce, 
expand and celebrate student community service. The program offers free 
materials, resources and technical assistance to enable teachers and students 
from levels kindergarten through the 12th grade to plan and implement 
community service projects. StarServe also assists with local initiatives, 
special events and other efforts to increase public awareness of the value of 
youth service.
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WHAT IS NASCC?

)

National Association of 
Service & Conservation Corps

NASCC is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) corporation governed by a board of directors 
composed of corps program CEOs from throughout the U.S. and prominent citizens. 
NASCC receives support from membership dues and registration fees, as well as from 
foundations and corporations, including tire AT&T Foundation, tire DeWitt Wallace- 
Reader's Digest Fund, the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation, the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation and the Public Welfare Foundation.

The National Association of Service and Conservation Corps is the membership 
organization for conservation and service corps programs, serving 20,000 young people 
annually across the country. NASCC provides information and technical assistance, 
services to new and operating youth corps programs. Since its formation in 1985, 
NASCC has helped to launch several new corps.

NASCC keeps its members and constituency informed through Youth Cant, 
the quarterly newsletter, and serves as the national clearinghouse of information on 
the structure, functions and history of youth corps programs. NASCC also sponsors 
an annual national conference and a series of staff professional development 
workshops.

NASCC speaks for corps, programs in Washington, D.C. and is an active 
participant in national coalitions such as tire Working Group on Youth Service Policy, 
Generations United, and the National Youth Employment Coalition. NASCC received 
extensive recognition for providing information to Congress during the recent debate, 
passage, and signing of the National and Community Service Act of 1990, P.L. 101- 

610.

. ........ • -pr-g ........-

In cooperation with Public/Private Ventures, NASCC provides policy 
development support to the Urban Corps Expansion Project (UCEP), a national 
demonstration now underway in 12 cities around the country.

666 Eleventh Street NW » Suite 500 ■ Washington, DC 20001 ■ (202)737-6272. ■ (202)737-6277Fax

Iggg
, NOV 17 '92 11:17AM NASCC ■



Greater Miami Service Corps

Pennsylvania Conservation Corps
Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Youth Corps

Urban Corps of San Diego 
San Jose Conservation Corps 
Arizona Conservation Corps

California Conservation Corps 
Kansas City Urban Youth Corps 
Maryland Conservation Corps

Antonio Perez, President 
Thomas Hark, Vice-president 
Peg McElroy Fraser, Secretary

Milwaukee Community Service Corps
Vermont Youth Conservation Corps 
Mayor's Youth Employment Program, Iowa City, IA 

Ann Harrison-Kravis, Past Pres. NY State OPRHP

Alternates
Richard Bernheimer
Mike Hughes 
Jon Underwood

The Urban League of Hint
PA Institute for Service Learning
Manager of Urban Affairs, Xerox Corporation

The Honorable Harris Wofford United States Senate

National Association of Service and Conservation Corps 
Board of Directors

Region 3
Don Mathis
Karl Menefee

Region 1
Sam Duran 
Robert Hennessy 
Frank Soltys

Region 2
Barbara Jordan

At Large 
Melvyn Brannon 
Harry Silcox 
Glegg Watson



National Youth Leadership Council

Board of Directors

Youth Board

Advisory Board

James Kielsmeier
Myron Lowe 
John Marty 
De Nguyen 
Zachary Willette 
William Wilson

Alec Dickson, Honorary Chair 
Michael C. O'Donnell, Chair 
Howard Bergstrom
Wayne Farris
Rick Jackson
Ann Jaede

Donald Drayer 
Glenn Jeffrey 
Richard Kraft 
Cynthia Parsons 
Anthony Richards 
Don Vogel

Superintendent, Minnetonka, MN
Control Data Corporation
University of Colorado
SerVermont
Dalhousic University
Oak Park/River Forest High School

Pho Nguyen 
Norman Nelson 
Gretchen Richter 
Renee Rienecke 
Pretmal Shah 
Cristin Telma 
Victor Toribio 
Chau Trinh 
Jim Wyman

Michelle Arnhold
Adrienne Bryant 
Sonya Byrd 
Phuong Chung
Keashia Fisher 
Amy Keyser 
Dawn Kragenbrink 
Marc A, LaPointe 
Monishae Mosley

The mission of the National Youth Leadership Council is to develop service-oriented 
leaders who, as young people and throughout their lives, contribute positively to their 
communities, country and world. In particular, NYLC is committed to engaging young 
people least often asked to contribute to their communities: those from economically 
disadvantaged backgrounds and those form racial minority groups.

• a consistent, local base of practice in the State of Minnesota
• development and support of state and national policies that advance service-learning 

and youth leadership
• a national training program and hands-on curriculum materials
• development of model schools who demonstrate best practices in service-learning and 

youth leadership
• a higher education center to advance research and pre-service training of teachers and 

youth workers
• a membership program and technical assistance support.

NYLC expresses this commitment through a thoughtful array of initiatives, all aimed at 
involving young people in meaningful service to their schools and communities as an 
important avenue for learning and exercising leadership:



MAGIC ME I'
What is MAGIC ME? MAGIC ME

Board of Directors

Dorman's Lighthouse

Advisory Board

Once a month, students meet at school with their MAGIC ME leader to discuss and reflect 
upon their experiences and the meaning of service in their lives. The reflection sessions 
include workshops on life skills, leadership development, health education and career 
exploration.

MAGIC ME has proven effective with different populations of young adolescents. The 
program has been used as a model strategy to prevent youth from dropping out, abusing 
drugs and becoming involved with the juvenile justice system. More successful youth 
benefit from the same hands-on service experience by utilizing their ideas and creativity to 
help others while learning valuable lessons from unfamiliar people and places.

Every week students visit a nursing home or other service site where they develop a 
personal relationship with a client Partners participate in weekly activities which include 
recreation, physical fitness, tutoring and field trips such as sailing aboard a traditional 
schooner or camping with Outward Bound.

Bryn Mawr School
The Johns Hopkins Institute for Policy Studies
The Abell Foundation
The Straus Foundation
Executive Director, Magic Me

Prudential Health Care Plan
Schiller, Kolinsky & Co., PA 
Legg Mason
Eisner & Associates 
Maryland Insurance Group 
Rite Aid Corporation 
Associated Black Charities 
Stewart, Plant & Blumenthal

Marion Brecht
Marion Pines 
Robert Embry 
Jan Rivitz
Alfred de la Cuesta

MAGIC ME motivates and educates youth by engaging them in service to the elderly, 
mentally retarded and handicapped. Through weekly community service projects, MAGIC 
ME provides a vehicle for students to effect a positive change in their lives and the lives of 
others.

Emily Barr
James Bembry 
Al Cooper 
Stanley Dorman 
Shelley Goldseker 
Barbara Hill 
Terry K. Kolinsky 
Laura Lange 
Julie Mercer 
Arthur Perschetz 
Linda Grass Shapiro 
Donna Stanley 
Van Stewart

WMAR-TV
University of Maryland

J
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COOL Mission Statement:

COOL Board Members:

John Bielenson 
David Brown 
Dr. Al Colon 
Richard C. Harrill 
Nedra Jasper 
Gerard Morrison 
Ellen Porter Honnet

COOL educates and empowers college students to 
strengthen our nation through community service

Campus Outreach
Opportunity League
386 McNeal Hall
University of Minnesota 
St. Paul, MN 55108-1011

Greg Ricks
David Sawyer 
Julia Scatliff 
Joseph Swab a 
Ted Swenson 
Dr. John Wallace



The Points of Light Foundation

Guided by its Board of Directors - a representative group of 26 leaders drawn 
from business, education and nonprofit communities -- the Foundation has 
the following program goals:

• To show the public why and how they can serve. The Foundation will 
work with the media to influence popular attitudes about community 
service through public service advertising and news and feature 
stories that illustrate outstanding and creative service.

• To help communities help their leaders. Local Volunteer Centers and, 
in the very near future, new Centers will assist leaders in their 
communities to organize problem-solving initiatives and build 
partnerships with others that will address critical local needs 
effectively.

• To help leaders help their communities. The Foundation will 
provide leaders from all sectors -- business, nonprofit, education, and 
community -- with compelling reasons and useful ideas and tools for 
mobilizing those within their institutions to community service.



The Points of light Foundation Board of Directors

15

J. Richard Munro
Chairman of the Executive Committee
Time Warner, Inc.
Stamford, Connecticut
Chairman
Marian L. Heard
President & CEO
United Way of Massachusetts Bay
Boston, Massachusetts
Vice Chair
James A. Joseph
President & CEO
Council on Foundations
Washington, D.C.
Vice Chair
Red Elk Banks
Activities Coordinator
The Indian Health Board of Minneapolis
Minneapolis, Minnesota

A. Denise Beal
Learning Services Coordinator
Center for Learning & Teaching
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Cathleen Black
President & CEO
American Newspaper Publishers Association
Reston, Virginia

Dr. Norman A. Brown
President
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Battle Creek, Michigan

Raymond G. Chambers
Chairman
Amelior Foundation
Morristown, New Jersey
Founding Chairman
Johnnetta B. Cole
President
Spelman College
Atlanta, Georgia

Marva N. Collins
Founder
Westside Preparatory School
Chicago, Illinois

Lodwrick M. Cook
Chairman & CEO
ARCO
Los Angeles, California

Michael Eisner
Chairman & CEO
The Walt Disney Company
Burbank, California

Roberto C. Goizueta
Chairman & CEO
The Coca-Cola Company
Atlanta, Georgia

Louis Gossett, Jr.
President
Logo Entertainment, Inc.
Los Angeles, California

Lynda Guber
Co-Founder
Education First
Culver City, California

Margaret E. Kuhn
Founder
The Gray Panthers
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

The Reverend Edward A. Malloy 
President
The University of Notre Dame 
Notre Dame, Illinois

Cynthia Mayeda
Chair
Dayton Hudson Foundation
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Dr. Sybil Mobley
Dean, School of Business & Industry
Florida A&M University
Tallahassee, Florida

Brian O’Connell
Founding President
Independent Sector
Washington, D.C.

Dr. James J. Renier
Chairman & CEO
Honeywell Inc.
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Governor George Romney
Chairman, Operating Council
The National VOLUNTEER Center of 
The Points of Ught Foundation 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan

James W. Rouse
Chairman
The Enterprise Foundation
Columbia, Maryland

Richard F. Schubert
President & CEO
The Points of Ught Foundation
Washington, D.C.

Donald Staheli
President & CEO
Continental Grain Inc.
New York, NY

Robert C. Wright
President & CEO
National Broadcasting Company
New York, New York


