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NATIONAL SERVICE TRUST ACT
Focus of Service

] Natonal service must address unmet educational, environmental, human, or public
safety needs. National priorities may be established within these areas.

L Natonal service must improve the life of the participants, through citizenship
education and training.

] Participants may not displace or duplicate the functions of existing workers.
Corporation for National Service
Structure

= The national service program will be administered by a new government Corporation
for National Service, created by combining two existing independent federal agencies, the
Commission on National and Community Service and ACTION.

L The corporation will be responsible for administering all programs authorized under
the National and Community Service Act and Domestic Volunteer Service Act, including
VISTA and the Older American Volunteer Programs. The Corporation will also fund training
and technical assistance, service clearinghouses and other activities.

u The investment division of the corporation will administer the new trust program and
programs currently administered by the Commission on National and Community Service.

L The operating division will administer programs currently run by the ACTION agency,
including VISTA and the Older American Volunteer Programs.

= Flexible and quality-driven persoanel. policies will include pay-for-performance and a
5-year limit on most tenures.

s The Corporation may solicit and accept private funds.
Governance

s The corparation will have an cleven-member volunteer Board of Directors appointed
by the President and confirmed by the Seaate. It will be bipartisan and include persons
experienced in national service and experts in pmwdmg educational, environmental, human,
or publlc safety service. :

] ThcﬁrstBoanimembaswﬂlbcappmntedpnmanlyﬁomtthomdofDmmof
the Commission on National and Commumty Service. Seven Cabinet secretaries wﬂl serve as
non-voting ex-officio members.






a The Corporaton may approve an alternative agency in place of a commission at a
state’s request, if the agency ensures diverse participation in policy making.

Allocation of Funds

] States submitting plans approved by the Corporadon will receive one-third of funds
according to a population-based formula and one-third on a competitive basis.

(] One-third of funds will be allocated directly by the corporaton. Programs eligible for
priority consideraton include federal programs, national nonprofit organizatons operating
multiple programs or competitive grant programs, national service initiatives in more than one
state and meeting priority needs, proposals to replicate successful programs in more than one
state, professional corps, and innovative national service programs.

Programs
Goals

[ ] Programs must set measurable goals regarding the impact of the service on the
community and on participants.

Eligibiliry

a Programs ecligible for national service designation include diverse community corps,
youth corps, specialized service programs focusing on a specific community need, individual
placement programs, campus-based service programs, programs that train and place service-
leamning coordinators in schools or team leaders in corps programs, intergenerational
programs, national service entreprencurship programs, and professional corps.

. Programs may be run by non-profit organizations, institutions of higher education,
local governments, school distmicts, states, or federal agencies.

L Programs may not provide direct benefits to for-profit businesses, labor unions, or
partisan political organizations, or involve participants in religious activities.

Selection

. Selection criteria include quality (based on criteria developed in consultation with
expents in the ficld), innovation, sustainability, and replicability of programs.

s Past cxpcricncc and management skills of program leadership, involvement of
- participants in leadership roles, and the extent to which the progam builds oa existing
programs will also be taken into account.

®  Programs serving and recruiting participants from communities of need, including
those designated as enterprise zoacs, community redevelopment areas, areas with high poverty



rates, environmentally distressed areas, and communities adversely affected by decreased
defense spending will also receive special consideradon.

Funding
] All participants will receive educational awards.
- To develop programs, one-year planning grants will be available. To support national

service participants, three-year renewable grants will be available for program demonstration,
expansion, or replication.

. Administrative costs will be limited to five percent of all grants other than planning
grants.

] Programs must pay 15 percent of the stipend and health care benefits in cash and 25
percent of other program costs receiving federal support The 25 percent match may be in
cash or in kind from any source other than programs funded under the National and
Community Service or Domestic Volunteer Service Acts.

[ Federal funds must supplement, not supplant, state and local dollars.
Participants

Eligibility

[ Individuals may serve before, during, or after post-secondary education.

[ In general, participants may be age 17 or older. Youth corps participants may be age
16 or older.

= Participants must be high school graduates or agree to achieve their GED prior to
receiving educational awards.

Selection

= Participants will be recruited and selected on a nondiscniminatory basis and without
regard to political affiliation by local programs designated by states or the federal
government.

] A national or state recruitment system will help interested individuals locate
placements in local programs. Information about available positions will be widely
disseminated through high schools, colleges and other placement offices. A special leadership -
-corps may be recruited, trained, and placed to assist in the development of new national

sexrvice programs.



Term of Service

] To eam an educational award, a participant one year of full-time or two years of part-
tme service in a program designated by a state or the federal government. An individual
may serve up to two terms and eam up to two educational awards.

Educational Awards

L Educational awards of $5,000 will be provided for a term of service. Educational
awards may be used to repay loans for higher education or to pay for higher education or

training.

- Educational awards will be federally funded and deposited into a national service trust
on behalf of all participants accepted into the program. Organizations and individuals may
donate funds to support national service participants in the donor’s community.

= Payments will be made directly to qualified post-secondary educational institutions,
including two- and four-year colleges, training programs, and graduate or professional
programs.

= In the case of participants with outstanding loan obligations for qualified educational
activities, awards will be paid directly to lenders.

L Awards will not be taxable and must be used within five years of receipt.

Stipends

] Programs will set stipends within program guidelines. However, federal support will
be limited to a match of 85 percent of an annual stipend equivalent to benefits received by

VISTA volunteers. Programs may provide additional stipends up to twice this amount, with
no federal match for the portion of the stipend in excess of the VISTA benefit.

= In the limited case of designated professional corps in areas of great need, such as
teaching and public safety in underserved areas, participants may be paid a salary in excess of
the guidelines and receive an educational award. However, no federal support will be
available for a stipend.

Health and Child Care

= All participants without access to health insurance will receive health coverage.
Federal dollars will pay up to 85 percent of the cost of these benefits.

a Participants may receive child care assistance, if oceded






a States will also receive additonal resources to train and educate state educational
personnel.

Community-based Program for School-Age Youth

(] Community-based organizations working with school-age youth may receive grants
from the State Commission for programs to involve such youth in community service.

L] National non-profit organizations may apply to the Corporation to make subgrants or
run muld-state community-service programs for this population.

Higher Education Innovative Projects

[ ] Higher Education institutions, consortia of such institutions, or partnerships of higher

education institutions and non-profit institutions may receive grants from the Corporation for
student community-service programs or programs to train teachers in service-learning

methods.

L Funds may supplement College Work-Study funds being used for community service
placements.

Extension of the Domestic Volunteer Service Act of 1973

The proposal extends and expands VISTA and Older American Volunteer Programs
authorized by the Domestic Volunteer Service Act Following a transition period, these
programs will be administered by the corporation for national service.

VISTA

[ Extends authority for the VISTA program and increases number of VISTA volunteers.
. Authorizes new VISTA Summer Assaciate program.

[ Authorizes a University Year for VISTA program to encourage student volunweer
cfforts addressing the aeeds of low-income communities.

. Removes restrictions limiting the flexibility to manage VISTA, while reaffirming
commitment to recruiting a diverse group of VISTA volunteers including young and older
adults.

. Increases post-service stipends by $30 for each moath of service. Such-stipends-are
not available if VISTA volunteer accepts an educational award under the national service
trust. i ‘

= Coatinues support for VISTA Literacy Corps.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(New Orleans, Louisiana)

For Immediate Release April 30, 1993

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN ADDRESS TO THE COMMUNITY OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF NEW ORLEANS
ON THE PRESIDENT’S NATIONAL SERVICE INITIATIVE

Health and Physical Education Center
New Orleans, Louisiana

2:10 P.M. CDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. I ought to
quit while I’m ahead. (Laughter.) It is wonderful to be back in
New Orleans and in Louisiana and to have the first chance I’ve
had since the election to thank you for your support, your
electoral votes and the education you gave me on my many trips
here during the campaign last year. 1I’m glad to be back on this
campus. (Applause.)

I want to thank your Student Body President, Robert
Styron. And I thought he gave a good speech. I think he’s got a
future in politics, don’t you? (Applause.) And Chancellor
O’Brien. I want to thank Senator Breaux for his kind remarks and
for his leadership of the Democratic Leadership Council. And I
want to acknowledge the presence here of Senator Johnston and
many members of the Louisiana House and many other members of the
United States Congress, along with many others who are here with
the Democratic Leadership Council, including my good friend and
former colleague, the Governor of New Mexico, Bruce King, who'’s
here. (Applause.) There are two members of my Cabinet here, the
Secretary of Education, Dick Riley, and the Secretary of
Agriculture Mike Espy, also a DLC Vice Chair. (Applause.)

I.want to thank all the people who are here
representing volunteer organizations. I met with some young
people just before I came in here who are scattered around near
me from Benjamin Franklin High School just across the way.
(Applause.) Absolutely no enthusiasm in that place. (Laughter.)
From the Delta Service Corps. (Applause.) From VISTA, from
Summerbridge. (Applause.) From Teach for America. (Applause.)

We also have some students here apart from all of
you from UNO, we have some students here who have worked in
service projects at Xavier University -- (applause) -- and at
Tulane. (Applause.) We also have people here who have been
involved in service for a long time from ACTION, from the Older
Americans Volunteer Program, from the National Association of
Senior Companions and Foster Grandparents and the National
Association of Retired Senior Volunteers. All these people I am
very grateful to.



























We’re going to set up a national service corporation
that will run like a big venture capital outfit, not like a
bureaucracy. And communities, as I said, will have the
flexibility to make their own programs work. I think that I’ve
seen enough today and I’ve heard enough of your applause to know
that the American people are hungry for a chance to serve their
country and to reap the rewards of civic pride and education in
the process. 1In answering this call, our people are following a
proud history. More than a century ago, President Abraham
Lincoln signed the Homestead Act, and the frontier of this
country was settled by countless families who took up the
challenge in exchange for 100 acres to call their own.

In the 1930s, President Roosevelt enlisted millions
of young people to restore the environment through the Civilian
Conservation Corps. FDR gave others a chance to support
themselves through the buildings made possible by the Works
Project Administration. I was in the United States Justice
Department just yesterday, a building built in 1934 by people who
were giving service to their country, and it’s still a beautiful
monument to the legacy of that kind of service.

The parents of the baby boom had the GI Bill, which
was one of the best investments our government ever made. A
generation ago, the young people of my generation saw suffering
in Latin America, Asia, and Africa, and many rushed to the
challenge laid down by President Kennedy when he created the
Peace Corps, which became our country’s greatest ambassador --
building bridges of understanding to far off cultures. And now,
three decades later, a challenge has been presented to all of
you. A new challenge and an old one -- as old as America and as

new as vyour future.

A year ago when the Democratic Leadership Council
met in New Orleans, I asked -- (gap) -- the following question:
I said, I want you to think about what kind of citizens you’re
going to be -- (gap) =-- administration that this was the day the
American people were empowered to renew their nation and their
communities, to seize a better future for themselves, and to help
all of us to be what the -- (gap) -- out of helping our fellow
citizens and ourselves to become what we ought to be, this

country will be all right. (Applause.)

Thank you very much, and God bless you all.
(Applause.)
END 2:44 P.M. CDT
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