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March 3, 1993 

THB WBITB HOOSE 
OPFICB OF NATIONAL SERVICE 

NEWS AND INFORMATION SERVICE 

Contact: Diana Aldridge 
(202) 456-6444

THE PRESIDENT ADDRESSES NATIONAL SERVICE AT RUTGERS: 

On t�e 32nd �nniversary of the.establishment of the Peace corps,
President Clinton spent a day in New Jersey challenging young 
people to serve their country by meeting pressing national needs. 

Before his address at Rutgers University, the President visited 
the New Brunswick Public Schools Adult Learning Center, and spoke 
to participants from both Rutgers and the community about their 
·,utstanding service work.

Then speaking before what the New York Times termed a "wildly 
enthusiastic" crowd at Rutgers, the President challenged 
America's young people to "make America new again" by serving 
their country. 

The President also detailed his national service plan and issued 
his challenged to young people in a taped interview with MTV. 
Excepts aired Monday and Tuesday in a half-hour MTV special, 
"Bill Clinton: His Plan, Your Future." 

The VICE PRESIDENT AND OTHER ADMINISTRATION PRINCIPALS 

ENCOURAGE SERVICE: 

Also on Monday, March 1: 

Vice President Gore visited the Wisconsin conservation corps and 
gave a speech at the University of Wisconsin on national service 
and the environment. 

Mrs. Gore visited a Richmond emergency shelter for families, and 
spoke to student service providers at the University of Richmond. 

Five Cabinet Secretaries highlighted service on Monday: Secretary 
Babbitt worked with the Durham Conservation Corps in Durham, 
North Carolina; Secretary Pena specifically addressed service in 
a speech to the National Association of County organizations; 
Secretary Reich visited YouthBuild in Boston; and Secretary 
Shalala visited the Sick Children's Hospital in Washington, D.C. 
On Tuesday, Secretary Espy gave a speech on national service at 
Howard University. 

(more) 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT'S RUTGERS ADDRESS: 

• "National service will be America at its best -- building
community, offering opportunity and rewarding
responsibility.

• "We'll ask young people all across this country and some
who aren't so young •.. to serve in our schools as teachers
or tutors ... to help our police forces across the nation
... to help control pollution and waste ... to work with
senior citizens and combat homelessness ... "

• "I want [national service] to empower young people and
their communities, not to empower yet another government
bureaucracy in Washin

J
ton. This is going to be your program

at your level with y'-ur people. 11 

• "I want to make this summer a summer of service •••. We are
going t� recruit about 1,000 young people from every
background -- from high school dropouts to college
graduates, to send to an intensive leadership training
program for national service at the beginning of the summer.
Then we'll ask them to work on one of our country's most
urgent problems, helping our children who are in danger of
losing their God-given potential •... At the end of this
summer ..• they'll all join in a youth service summit. I will
attend the meeting ... "

The President specifically challenged young people to serve: 

• "If anybody here would like to be one of those 1,000 -- or
if anybody who is listening to this speech .•• or reads
about it and would like to be one of those 1,000, drop me a
card at the White House and just mark it National Service."

• "I ask you by Friday -- every one of you -- to think about
what you can do and what we should do to be agents of
renewal; to talk with your parents, your clergy, your
friends, your teachers; to join the effort to renew our
community and to rebuild our country; and to write to be
about what you are doing. It's time for millions of us to
change our country block by block, neighborhood by
neig�borhood •• ,"

(more) 
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PUBLIC Alm PRESS INTEREST: 

Public and press interest in the President's national service 
plans was wide-spread. 

Extensive coverage of the President's speech included front page 
stories in USA Today, the Los Angeles Times, and the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, among others. ABC News' "American Agenda" highlighted 
successful service programs and young people exemplifying the 
President's national service message in Washington State. 

MTV produced its broadcast to encourage young people to examine 
and respond to the President's plans for national service. In 
addition to the interview with President Clinton, the special 
included footage of h�s speech as he issued his "challenge tt 
serve" to young peop ... e, and President Kennedy announcing th1:. 
Peace Corps 32 years ago. 

Ill 
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Details on The First Component:

Administration: using

The funding
Funding

o Nondisplacement: The legislation will include strict 
nondisplacement and nonduplication provisions. National service 
will only meet needs that are not otherwise being met.

o Number of Participants: The number of participants for the 
first year is estimated at 25,000. By 1997, it is expected that 
more than 100,000 young people will be paying for their education 
or training by serving their country and communities.

o Administration: The program will be non-bureaucratic, 
venture capital to support entrepreneurs and public-private 
partnerships to support growing programs. States and local 
organizations will be given the opportunity to design innovative 
ways to meet identified national priorities.

o Funding: The President has requested $7.4 billion over the
next four years for his national service program.
level will rise each year, to $3.4 billion in 1997. 
starts at $400 million for the first year.

o Two Components of the Program: The President's program will 
have two primary components: 1) The program will create national 
service opportunities for young people to serve their country and 
receive money for college or training in return; 2) The program 
will enable all young people to go to college or receive training 
to pay back their student loans as a small percentage of their 
income over time ("income contingent" loans) — enabling them to 
hold essential public service jobs that accomplish much but 
sometimes pay relatively little.

o Eligibility and Benefits: Students before, during and after 
college will be eligible to serve for a year or two, and in 
return receive a small stipend, health and child care benefits 
where necessary, and an educational benefit to pay for college or 
job training (or discharge loans incurred for those purposes).

o Focus of Service Activities: The program objectives will be 
to meet unmet needs in critical areas. For example, young people 
will be able to serve as teachers in schools where children need 
extra help; in clinics in areas where people need medical care; 
in the police force, keeping criminals off the streets and kids 
out of gangs; and in an environmental corps, recycling waste and 
fighting pollution.

INFORMATION ON THE PRESIDENT'S NATIONAL SERVICE INITIATIVE:

o Timing: The President will submit legislation for his 
national service program to Congress this spring.
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INFORMATION ON THE PRESIDENT'S "SUMMER OF SERVICE" PROJECT:

o Project Overview: With national service a high priority for 
the President, he will be organizing a summer project even as his 
proposed legislation will be making its way through Congress. 
The project will focus on 4 to 10 communities around the country, 
involving a diverse group of more than 1,000 young people 
involved in special efforts to help children at risk.

o Funding: The project will be funded with a portion of a $15 
million appropriation in the FY 93 stimulus package. (Additional 
challenge-grant funding for service corps; for expanding teacher 
training in service learning; and for re-establishing VISTA's 
Summer Associates program are also included in the package.)

•j Objectives: The program has two mc-jor goals: To show what 
national service can accomplish, meeting critical needs and 
bringing people together; and to develop a leadership corps for 
future years of national service. National service is such a 
priority of the President, he wouldn't let it wait for the full 
program to pass Congress.

o Targeted Needs: The programs in the "Summer of Service" 
will focus on children-at-risk in the areas of education, health, 
crime prevention, and environmental protection. For example, 
participants will tutor; some will help bring families into 
medical clinics; some will develop recreational centers; some 
will counsel youths to keep them out of gangs.

o Leadership Training: The summer project will be designed to 
develop the leadership skills of the young participants. For 
several days at the beginning and end of the summer, the 
participants will gather to share their experiences and complete 
intensive leadership training.

o Post-program/Ongoing Benefits: All participants interested 
in continuing to serve through the next year will receive 
placement assistance. Participants with ideas to design their 
programs to fight community problems will be able to receive 
modest Service Entrepreneurial Awards for Change (SEA Change) to 
realize their plans.

o Administration: The Commission on National and Community 
Service will administer a competitive process to determine what 
programs participate. The programs will select the participants. 
The Commission is working quickly to ensure that programs 
developed rapidly and effectively to succeed for this
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(Applause.)

Let as make this last point.

heri arh^. ^/^"“uht^XT W°n ?eaCefU1 ^dut^ns
T^t.1 ri<?nts and human rights, and beaan

classrooms where airic u plagued by crime and drugs to 
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- 4 r — — «•***. Il

(Applause.) And Mrs.
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us to be.

. . unat xs so — it that is true, my fellow
“ ™st therefore follow
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They began the moment America was literally invented
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-- 5he ” the Civilian Conservation

to serve and
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rewarded for doing it.

fortune, and our sacred honor." 1.. „iust o 
President Lincoln signed into law two visionary 
rielned nnr- norml a _ ___ ■ . . _ <

XS TXto/xpiora the frontiers of science and technology and
pushed back °f th^ 1i®itations of our knowledge must be
is Jav to do W? Cnn d° What we need to do- And education 
ago? 7 d it' j as surely aa it was more than 100 years

J"1!? ™
which the whole can be greater than the sun/of its 

And s^ery one of us> no matter how many privileges with 
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U;pto b; ?Appi;Use.riericans' we can a11 be what God meant for 

A
If thet is so — if that is true, my fellow

each of us?as an ibfi^i^S^e^T-V^'irje^icUy^ar

: we ought to be until those of us

should give people a chance for a higher education. (Applause.)7

values something far more than money. 
"Applause6/ Che AnerlCan way to change America?

 . J Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of
I2d.e?!ndence' "Wlth a_ fira reliance on the protection of Divine

1 each other our lives, our
In the midst of the Civil war, 

, 4-.,- --------, programs that
up. The 

--------------------This
th. first ia„d ,r»t-«Ii^. LS?? ““

the Great decades after the Civil war in the midst of
r™«=2^a*'DeP5 10n' ?resident Roosevelt created the Civilian
o 33f7aH0n,.Corps' which gave 2.5 million young people the 
relief 2nd7™?? =uPPort themselves while working in disaster 
lei225 i?dn22 forests' Reaches, rivers, and parks. Its
but the the rest°ration of our natural environment,
Products Ad2?2t^°\Of °Ur national spirit. Along with the Works 
Cora 1®tratlon " the WPA - the Civilian Conservation
d22r2s2i22 itt2/rVernR,ent'S effort t0 Prov*de a nation in 
«™itv t£raeh oPPortunlty to work, to build the American 
community through service. And all over America today, you can
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world and the broadest, biggest 
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*
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but v. do bCt Wh" th^X” and th" ?°Vern“a"tal acti^ alone, 
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Congress, for example
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- with all

Thanks to the GI Bill,
’ " “°5e than eight million
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a moment ago, and many 
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In the midst of World War IT „
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---------------; and that 
better and brighter future.

our cities and our 
------- i that will put

must work to restore the

small com™.,„Jp_P^an5an helP. to rebuild 

people to work. But Americans still

F”-r.........children who livedLin thFneighbCrh^dtiO£ Corps' which took 
and gave them a change Jo gePPPPr? W*era the riota OCI=«^

these programs represented here in Year program — w: ---------
service is sweeping this country FOOm today' the spirit of
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of diversity; that lifts us un nu? that lnakes a strength out 
^pt pa°pia ^sg tosw^dorbe°tft:ra^obb an^iha!
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President Kennedy created the PeLe^Sps with’q3 a9°' When 
and Harris Wofford and other dedicated Sargent ShriverKennedy created the Peac.^rp^SS ^rihS^r^r^^is

citizenshir. " y own generation,
diy 32

and Harris Wofford and
r------ ■_
Wofford and other dedicated

the opportunity f^ed^crtlon\n respert to^he^^Lrr^  ̂

reality in President TrtSan•J°tiJe W*iCh became a living
veterans got advZnJed educrtLJ And h^lJ el9ht 
a2d?5i??J1??acX of the GI Bill is rt- -aH_L??ntury later, the 

ever enjoyed. ' middle clasA that

Pro.M * -r wshortly after the Peace C
President Johnson, created the volunteers'And 
Senator Jay Rockefeller, who-’ ° d 
thousands of other Americans----- -

lift up Americans through their service.

U that honoring 
IS the best investment 

. Across this great 
took the 
occurred

The economic plan that I 
will offer ’ ■

and basic health care and Head
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It

have to

young

health care. (ADDlausa 1 unan tne costthe more disturbing statist^ ?? ? “a:?Or contribution to one , 
the college dropou? rate S this ±^7°^' Which is that 

high school dropout rate We nOW 2 ’5 tines the
national service and adequate financi^ tApp^use^ thr0Ugh

taxpayers

b^Hev: we „na£ °f ’Ministering the program.

up credits for future education

We’ll ask young people all
across this country and

We’ll ask you to help our police forces

communities ties that will
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the same principles as't£e old « ~ b'
something of invaluable merit to their country Pthev k

Son:? their'educatio^ tO be

loans or to build 
opportunities.

it's expensive. ..
billion every year to finance

p.r°P°se will be built on

to work off outstanding 
and training

----------- ----- build the kind of
prevent crime from happening in the

some who aren’t cn CZ a-<-x across this countr
education to se™ in Cur Schools ? thSir C°llega'
reading and math^CaticC won?1 7 teachers or tutors in 

across the nation traiAi„„ 7“ to help our P°lice forc'
will walk beats aAd 3ork Cith CSiChhf°H %neW police corps that 
communities t<=» ►u " .7,yith neighborhoods and build the kind i

education, thrnaSonaf’^ic^proCram6" for. financing higher 

create new opportunities 9 e lniportantly will
opportunities for Americans to work off outstandinr.

social fabric that has been torn in
People know we c-.. uut scnooi3 a. 
m our factories, unless they believe we can walk 
safely together, and unless we do that together < 
action alone is doomed to fail. (Applause ) ’(Applause.)

The national service plan I

something of invaluable merit to their
- '---- -- — WJ

much, but pay little. J “ that may accomplish

too many communities. nnio== 
can work together, m our schools and our offiCeC?

: the streets 
governmental

T!}?_pF.esent system is unacceptable, not only for 

loan d.tauiS;

tn. r«pay.ntTp°;:j’tKr.:xad"“as:dr"^:?;''o;oL:" 

have to repay, without regard to whCt the ioL they

them to do; to “ke a iob t,reVerSe °f What wa Bi9ht want ’

the^aCI posCiCle^’it^s^is^huSSt^r®4  ̂“e«^ent of

.ts a d““™»
health care. (Applause. / X?n’n.“.°H tha cost

one of
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won't have to spend all

“I"?!!’«««"•£'»

I want

^^-grandchildren who drop^ 
was born — is about t-n

(Applause.)

conununity service'

classroom.

during this academic
year alone.

New(Applause..) stand

They've done

of service.

there's a
a senior m a small Ancoinet
• .e»b.r or “li!" =-10.

to paint darkened )  
To work with 

(Applause J*

nm,!5 people all across the nation. 
—! Jackson, 
, Arkansas.

The rural Mississippi

60,000 hou;ror^’i^sa”/“
in Newark, throughout this ^t1:8 ■;ApiSiXBrunswic,c'in caaden'

to help control 
d buildings and 

senior
in trouble get

education and'comi^S^^r?116 spirit 
community servicrenri^h!!^ 6 Pr°gr
only take the lessons they learn^n”'11““'’ stua*nca sh 
but Orin, th. }“™ " “t into th.

s :s ’3Bs=SB'“ 
>ken often^bout’h^ww: need Lnational bureaucracy? j 
more efficient and l^s bureaucra't^6^^^90^"-  ̂to 

ve to people at the grassroots [ev^' ° “ake it: aora

neighbors 
1 to see 

k community,
to helping older

’Pie and’thei^co^munities'^^ot11^* 1 Wan' 

bureaucracy in Washin^r.3' n25.to empower out l.t.l U"

across . Americ? todlyf^peooL^™' ^hat’s what's happening all 
in their neighborhoods, just this^orni7 seEvin9 their neighb. 
and to speak with students from Ruto-r? 9' ? Was insPired 
from mentoring young people as Bio serving their comm. 
People learn new skills? 9 Sisters, to helping old.

ot£ 5fSschoor?hChildren and fiva 
a hiob . u ?1 tha year before I 

high school graduate shortly 
program. (Applause.) is she back

their tim^chasing""criminals?

We1!! ask '--------
pollution and recycle waste,
clean up neighborhoods, 
citizens and combat 
out of it and build

(Applause.)

And that spirit 
*han 800 students from ~

young people 
exemplify the spirit

1 behind the Rutgers civic
9 ?ha/s? understanding tJat 

' ^!t_.s?udenta shouW not 

they learn In the

Jersey youth S^s““h«S thei’ar?" of th.

agrees, also serve in their 
o? seemce6to0t°hr?n9 adUltS have'ung adults have contrihni-I5 9h this Pr0!Ji-am, 

state of New J^XJau^?) 90°' 00° h°U”

homes to tutora^rm^nt^r^hrSJ^9!^:" Paint seni- -Wizens• 
For the future of our state and n!2- after-school programs, 
like those in the New JerseyX^^/V669 more youn^ Pa°Pl 
of service. y xouth Corps who exemplify the snir.

great-arandnJ^!!-3..^^ today 

was born - is about io b«o£e 
?h«e’e ^aT efforts thT: 
there, stand up. (Applause.)

have spoken often abr,t,Ad°.n..5 ?eeJ? a national 
make it i 
responsive to people

it hr. - And 1 want national '
yet anoth2Wer y0Ung paoPla and 
yet another government J

• to be your program at your levil’CRh*

across a----- -  as veH know, -

She's <. ----------  ut cne Delta Servica co----
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ago by Martin Luther King^ho^’saTd3^"1 °f the words spoken years 
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I have to tell y-- 
young Americans will"

But I believe they ere deed wrong.



- 9 -

our
a proposal for national

not

that again.

””O2 because

you all. (Applause.)

END 1:50 P.M. EST

century will be the 
-------- > if you will

proposal for
t0 learn'the

country.
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hatreds, ) 
our problems

American
------  today
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have if nothfor1iomethinghthetthe fUtUre they couldhothe™ise 

capacity. if we do ££ ’the^L^ 
"“i

Thank you, and God bless
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Colman McCarthy

Clinton’s
Call to
Service

Clinton: “Answer the call to service.’ In

No speech in the Clinton campaign 
was more inspirational than the candi­
date’s remarks at the University of No­
tre Dame last September. As president, 
Clinton didn’t match it until his March 1 
speech at Rutgers University. At both 
campuses, he issued calls for national 
service for college students.

At Notre Dame: “If we are truly to 
practice what we preach, Americans of 
every faith and viewpoint should come 
together to promote the common good." 
It was similar at Rutgers: “National ser­
vice is nothing less than the American 
way to change America.’

Clinton's effort to rally the young to 
altruism has created a debate that pits 
idealism against realism, as if the two axe 
forever locked in conflict Where’s the mon­
ey, ask realists, for the turtion-for-service 
program that Clinton is proposing: $389 
million in scholarships for 25,000 students 
the first year and $3.4 billion for 100,000 
by 1997. Realists say that Clinton’s sweet 
talk ignores sour facts: There’s no money 
for a new social program.

From that negative, despairing argu­
ment Clinton is supposed to get the 
message: Don’t even try. That means 
don’t lead, just preside. The past 12 years 
witnessed two presiders in the White 
House. Most firirt-year college students 

today were in kindergarten when Ronald 
Reagan was elected and in fourth grade 
when reelected. They came into adoles­
cence under a politician who tried nothing 
by way of linking government with nation­
al service. Instead of selflessness to oth­
ers. he extolled self-enrichment

Evidence suggests that the young 
weren't seduced either by Reagan’s mes­
sage of contempt for government or his 
disdain for altruism. The 1980s saw a 
surge in campus community-service pro­
grams, such as the ones Clinton praised 
at Notre Dame and Rutgers. Amnesty 
International chapters increased on cam­
puses, as did those of Oxfam USA. Appli­
cations to Peace Corps remained high, as 
they did for such private domestic pro- 
orams a> the iMuit Volunteer Coma and

were too dull-witted or timid to propose 
themselves now lie in wait for the presi­
dent when he comes in with specifics. 
They will say Clinton's ideas are danger- 
ous because they are romantic and utopi­
an, a charge that ignores the thought of 
James Madison in 1788: “No theoretical 
checks—no form of government, fan 
render us secure. To suppose that any 
form of government will secure liberty or 
happiness without any virtue in the peo­
ple is a chimerical idea.”

Some critics charge that Clinton is into 
bribery: tuiUon money for service. While 
the details are being worked out on how 
much money for what service, who com­
plains that the U.S. Army entices re­
cruits with as much as $20,000 toward a 
college education. Why isn’t it bribery 
when ROTC programs pay students to 
shine their boots occasionally and take 
gut courses in military lore. Nor is much 
alarm expressed over the most lavish 
enticement of all: a free ride at the 
military academies in exchange for a few 
years in uniform after graduation.

Clinton's Rutgers speech marked the 
32nd anniversary of the Peace Corps. Ken­
nedy’s spirited message was repeated by 
Clinton: “Answer the call to service.’ In 
“The Bold Experiment,* a history of the 
Peace Corps by Gerard Rice, one of those 
who responded to Kennedy's call explained 
why: “I'd never done anything political, 
patriotic or unselfish because nobody ever 
asked me to. Kennedy asked.*

So has Clinton.

Yet Clinton’s philosophy of service rep­
resents intellectual newness to many in 
high school and college. John F. Kennedy's 
appeals to national service are seen as 
historical relics, known from books but not 
live on MTV as are Clinton’s. It wasn't a 
politician's celebrityhood that created sup­
port for the president at Notre Dame and 
Rutgers. Studenu saw in him someone 
with a positive message—put community 
interest above self-interest—that many 
professors and counselors at their schools 
had been exposing them to all along: If you 
can’t teach the illiterate, comfort the sick 
and handicapped, or mend whatever and 
whoever is broken dunng your college 
years, you're receiving a limited education.

Clinton deserves to be honored for 
taking a risk that he'll be able to raise the 
money for his program of national ser­
vice. Critics in Congress with no greater 
agenda than carping about ideas they
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March 3, 1993 

THE WHITE HOOSE 

OFFICE OF NATIONAL SERVICE 

NEWS AND INFORMATION SERVICE 

Contact: Diana Aldridge 
( 2 02) 456-6444 

THE PRESIDENT ADDRESSES NATIONAL SERVICE AT RUTGERS: 

On the 32nd anniversary of the establishment of the Peace Corps, 
President Clinton spent a day in New Jersey challenging young 
people to serve their country by meeting pressing national needs. 

Before his address at Rutgers University, the President visited 
the New Brunswick Public Schools Adult Learning Center, and spoke 
to participants from both Rutgers and the community about their 
�utstanding service work. 

Then speaking before what the New York Times termed a "wildly 
enthusiastic" crowd at Rutgers, the President challenged 
America's young people to "make America new again" by serving 
their country. 

The President also detailed his national service plan and issued 
his challenged to young people in a taped interview with MTV. 
Excepts aired Monday and Tuesday in a half-hour MTV special, 
"Bill Clinton: His Plan, Your Future." 

The VICE PRESIDENT AND OTHER ADMINISTRATION PRINCIPALS 

ENCOURAGE SERVICE: 

Also on Monday, March 1: 

Vice President Gore visited the Wisconsin Conservation Corps and 
gave a speech at the University of Wisconsin on national service 
and the environment. 

Mrs. Gore visited a Richmond emergency shelter for families, and 
spoke to student service providers at the University of Richmond. 

Five Cabinet Secretaries highlighted service on Monday: Secretary 
Babbitt worked with the Durham Conservation Corps in Durham, 
North Carolina; Secretary Pena specifically addressed service in 
a speech to the National Association of County Organizations; 
Secretary Reich visited YouthBuild in Boston; and Secretary 
Shalala visited the Sick Children's Hospital in Washington, D.C. 
On Tuesday, Secretary Espy gave a speech on national service at 
Howard University. 

(more) 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT'S RUTGERS ADDRESS: 

• "National service will be America at its best -- building
community, offering opportunity and rewarding
responsibility.

• "We'll ask young people all across this country and some
who aren't so young .•• to serve in our schools as teachers
or tutors .•. to help our police forces across the nation
... to help control pollution and waste ... to work with
senior citizens and combat homelessness ... "

• "I want (national service) to empower young people and
their communities, not to empower yet another government
bureaucracy in Washin .,ton. This is going to be your program
at your level with y ... ur people."

• "I want to make this summer a summer of service .... We are 
going t� recruit about 1,000 young people from every 
background -- from high school dropouts to college 
graduates, to send to an intensive leadership training 
program for national service at the beginning of the summer. 
Then we'll ask them to work on one of our country's most 
urgent problems, helping our children who are in danger of 
losing their God-given potential ...• At the end of this 
summer •.. they'll all join in a youth service summit. I will 
attend the meeting ... " 

The President specifically challenged young people to serve: 

• "If anybody here would like to be one of those 1,000 -- or
if anybody who is listening to this speech ..• or reads
about it and would like to be one of those 1,000, drop me a
card at the White House and just mark it National Service."

• "I ask you by Friday -- every one of you -- to think about
what you can do and what we should do to be agents of
renewal; to talk with your parents, your clergy, your
friends, your teachers; to join the effort to renew our
community and to rebuild our country; and to write to be
about what you are doing. It's time for millions of us to
change our country block by block, neighborhood by
neigl_lborhood ••• 11 

(more) 
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PUBLIC AND PRESS INTEREST!

included footage of his speech as he issued his "challenge tc 
serve" to young people, and President Kennedy announcing tht
Peace Corps 32 years ago.

###

Public and press interest in the President's national service 
plans was wide-spread.

Extensive coverage of the President's speech included front page 
stories in USA Today, the Los Angeles Times, and the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, among others. ABC News' "American Agenda" highlighted 
successful service programs and young people exemplifying the 
President's national service message in Washington State.

MTV produced its broadcast to encourage young people to examine 
and respond to the President's plans for national service. In 
addition to the interview with President Clinton, the special



INFORMATION OH TBE PRESIDENT'S NATIONAL SERVICE INITIATIVE: 

o Tillling: The President will submit legislation for his
national service program to Congress this spring.

o Two Components of the Program: The President's program will
have two primary components: 1) The program will create national
service opportunities for young people to serve their country and
receive money for college or training in return; 2) The program
will enable all young people to go to college or receive training
to pay back their student loans as a small percentage of their
income over time ("income contingent" loans) -- enabling them to
hold essential public service jobs that accomplish much but
sometimes pay relatively little.

Detail- on The First Component: 

o Funding: The President has requested $7.4 billion over the
next four years for his national service program. The funding
level will rise each year, to $3.4 billion in 1997. Funding
starts at $400 million for the first year.

o Humber of Participants: The number of participants for the
first year is estimated at 25,000. By 1997, 'it is expected that
more than 100,000 young people will be paying for their education
or training by serving their country and communities.

o Eligibility and Benefits: students before, during and after
college will be eligible to serve for a year or two, and in
return receive a small stipend, health and child care benefits
where necessary, and an educational benefit to pay for college or
job training (or discharge loans incurred for those purposes).

o Pocus of Service Activities: The program objectives will be
to meet unmet needs in critical areas. For example, young people
will be able to serve as teachers in schools where children need
extra help; in clinics in areas where people need medical care;
in the police force, keeping criminals off the streets and kids
out of gangs; and in an environmental corps, recycling waste and
fighting pollution.

o. Administration: The program will be non-bureaucratic, using
venture capital to support entrepreneurs and public-private
partnerships to support growing programs. States and local
organizations will be given the opportunity to design innovative
ways to meet identified national priorities.

o Hondisplacement: The legislation will include strict
nondisplacement and nonduplication provisions. National service
will only meet needs that are not otherwise being met.



INFORMATION OH TBB PRESIDENT'S "SUMMER OF SERVICE" PROJECT: 

o Project overview: With national service a high priority for
the President, he will be organizing a summer project even as his
proposed legislation will be making its way through Congress.
The project will focus on 4 to 10 communities around the country,
involving a diverse group of more than 1,000 young people
involved in special efforts to help children at risk.

o Funding: The project will be funded with a portion of a $15 
million appropriation in the FY 93 stimulus package. (Additional 
challenge-grant funding for service corps; for expanding teacher 
training in service learning; and for re-establishing VISTA'S 
Summer Associates program are also included in the package.) 

-, Objectives: The program has two m�jor goals: To show what 
national service can accomplish, meetiu-:J critical needs and 
bringing people together; and to develop a lead7rship corps for
future years of national service. National service is such a 
priority of the President, he wouldn't let it wait for the full 
program to pass Congress. 

o Targeted Heeds: The programs in the "Summer of Service"
will focus on children-at-risk in the areas of.education, health,
crime prevention, and environmental protection. For example, some
participants will tutor; some will help bring families into
medical clinics; some will develop recreational centers; some
will counsel youths to keep them out of gangs.

o Leadership Training: The summer project will be designed to 
develop the leadership skills of the young participants. For 
several days at the beginning and end of the summer, the 
participants will gather to share their experiences and complete 
intensive leadership training. 

o Post-prograa/Ongoing Benefits: All participants interested
in continuing to serve through the next year will receive
placement assistance. Participants with ideas to design their own
programs to fight community problems will be able to receive
modest Service Entrepreneurial Awards for Change (SEA Change) to
realize their plans.

o Adlllini■tration: The Commission on National and Community
Service will administer a competitive process to determine what
programs participate. The programs will select the participants.
The Commission is working quickly to ensure that programs are
developed rapidly and effectively to succeed for this summer.
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THE PP.!:SIDENT: Thank you vary much. (Applause.) 
Than� you. Thank you, Nakia Tomlinson for that tine 
introduction. I wish I could take you with ma everywhere. We'd 
make a great duo there. Let's give her another hand. I thought 
she was great. (Applause.) 

I'd like to thank President Frank Lawrence for his -
Francis Lawrence -- tor his fine speech. Does anybody call him 
Frank? I should have asked. (Laughter.) I want to compliment 
Professor Benjamin Barber tor his leadership and service here. 
(Applause.) And I want to thank all of you here in the Rutgers 
coomunity tor coming out for what I hope will be a truly historic 
moment in our nJtion's history. (Applause.) 

In addition to the people who have been introduced 
here, there are a host of mayors and members of the Assembly and 
county officials here from your state. We have two for111er 
governors, both of whom I served with -- Brendan Byrne and Tom 
Kean who are out there. I'm glad to sea them. (Applause.) Ky 
friends. We have a distinguished array of members of the House 
from New Jersey -- Herb Klein, Bob Manendaz, Frank Pallone, 
Donald Payna -- (applause), 

But you have some members of the Congress from all 
over AJnerica here and I want to introduce them, too, because they 
have taken a lot of trouble to coma to Rutgers and because 
without them and without the people who represent you, the 
proposal I make today has no hope ot passage. 

Many members of the Congress tor years have believed 
we ought to do more in national service and some of them are hara 
today. I'd like to begin by introducing your Senator Bill 
Bradley, who'• behind ma. (Applause.) I must say, when I walked 
into this arena, I turned around and asked Bill Bradley if he'd 
aver shot any baskets in here. I'd be intimidated tQ be the 
opposing team in hara. (Applause.) Senator Bradley sponsored 
legislation- to establish neighborhood corps and self-reliance 
scholarships, things that are torbearers of the proposal I came 
to make, 

I'd like to recognize the presence on t�e platfot"lll.

of Senator Ted Kennedy from Massachusetts -- (appla�sc) -- who

chairs the Senate Committee on Human Resources and �ducation,

which sheparded the pilot national and coQlllunity sc�iice bi��

through the Congress in the last session, along wi:� ���
- . . 

counterpart who is out here in the audience so�e�he�c . •  •� -�'-0 

to ask him to stand up. The chairman of the House C:�=�::cc. 

Congressman Bill Ford, who came all the way fro� x�=��= 3� =� = 0 

with us. Congressman, would you stand up. (Appla��c.; 

MORE 
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I'd like to recognize in the audience the pre�ence 
of senator Chris Dodd from Connecticut, who was one of the first 
Peace Corps volunteers in the UniGed States. (Applause.) 

The meml:ler of congress who introduced many, many 
years ago, the first piece of national service legislation ever 
introduced, the Chairman of the foreign Relations Comm1ttee, 
Senator Clairborne Pell from Rhoda Island is here. (Applause.) 

I'd also like to introduce the only person in this 
audience, at Jea�t of vur �rowd, who doesn't ha�• to look up to 
Senator Bradley, Sen�tor Jay Rockefeller from West Vir�!�ia, an 
early VISTA volunteer in the United States. (Applause.) 

And finally I would like to reccgnize two other 
people, one, a meml:::er of the United States Senate and one a 
distinguished American citizen, th• first boss of the ?eace 
Corps, Sargent Shriver, who's up here with me. (Applause.) And 
his deputy, Senator Harris Wofford, from Pennsylvania. 
(Applause.) And Hrs. Wofford, I'm glad to see you. (Applause.) 

Now, I was involved before I became President in a 
group called th• Democratic Leadership Council, and we made one 
ot th• central parts of our platform to reclaim a new majority ot

Americans tor our party the establishment ot a system ot national 
service to help people to finance education. And one ot our 
founding members and guiding lights is here, Representative Dave 
Mccurdy from Oklahoma. I'd like tor him to stand up. 
(Applause. ) 

Let ma make this last point, it I might, by way ot

beginning. None ot these t.hings happen at the national level. 
We empower them to happen and then people have to do things here 
at the grassroots. And I want to say a special word ot thanks to 
your Governor tor supporting the New Jersey Youth Corps and 
several other projects like it around the state, because it 
nobody's here to believe in this, it can't happen. And I thank 
Governor Florio tor his support for these things. (Applause.) 

I came hara to ask all ot you to join ma in a great 
national adventure, for in the next few weeks I will ask the 
United States congress to join ma in creating a new system of 
voluntary national service -- something that I believe in the 
next tew year• will change America forever and tor th• batter. 

My parent•• generation won new dignity working their 
way out of the great Oepres,sion through programs that provided 
th•• the opportunity to serve and to survive. Brave men and 
women in my own generation waged and won peaceful revolutions 
hare at home tor civil rights and human rights, and began service 
around the world in the Peace corps and her• at home in Vista. 
Nov, Aaericans ot every generation tac• profound challenge• in 
meeting the needs that have been neglected for too long in this 
country -- from city streets plagued by crime and drugs to 
classrooms where girls and boys must learn the skills they need 
for tomorrow, to hospital wards where patients need more care. 
All across America we have problems that demand our common 
attention. 

For those who answer the call and meet these 
challenges, I propose that our country honor your service with 
new opportunities tor education. National service will be 
America at its best -- building co=unity, ottering opportunity, 
and rewarding responsibility. National service is a challenge 
!or Americans from every background and walk of life, and it

HOR!: 
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values somet�1ng �ar mo�e than money, National service is 
nothing less than the American way to change America. 
(Applause.) 

It is rooted in the concept of community: the 
simple idea that none of us on our own will ever have as much to 
cherish about our own lives if we are out here all alone as we 
will if we work together. That somehow a society really is an 
organism in which the whole can be greater than the sum of its 
parts. And every one of us, no matter how many privileges with 
which we are born, can still be enriched by the contributions of 
the le3�t o! us. And that we wili never ful!ill our individual 
c�pacit�cs unti!, as Al:lericans, we can all be what God meant for 
us to be. (App!ause.) 

It that is so -- it that is true, my fellow 
Americans, and it you believe it, it must therefore follow that 
each of us has an obligation to serve. For it is perfectly clear 
that all of us cannot be what we ought to be until those of us 
who can help others -- and that is nearly all of us -- are doing 
something to help others live up to their potential. The concept 
of community and the idea of service are as old as our history. 
They began the moment Alllerica was literally invented. 

Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of 
Independence, "With a firm reliance on the protection ot Divine 
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our 
fortune, and our sacred honor." In the midst ot the Civil War, 
President Lincoln signed into law two visionary programs that 
helped our people come together again and build America up. The 
Morrill Act helped states create new land grant collages. This 
is a land grant university. The university in my home state was 
the first land grant collage wast of th• Mississippi River. 

In these places, young people learn to make American 
agriculture and industry the bast in the world. The legacy of 
the Morrill Act is not only our great colleges and universities 
like Rutgers, but the American tradition that merit and not money 
should give people a chan�• tor a higher education. (Applause.) 

Mr. Lincoln also signed the Homestead Act that 
ottered 100 acres ot land tor families who had the courage to 
settle the frontier and farm the wilderness. Its legacy is a 
nation that stretches from coast to coast. Now we must create a 
new legacy that gives a new generation of Americans the right and 
the power to explore th• frontiers ot science and technology and 
space. Th• frontiers of the limitations of our knowledge must be 
pushed back so that we can do what we need to do. And education 
is the way to do it, just as surely as it was more than 100 years 
ago. 

Seven decades after the Civil War in the midst of 
the Great Depression, President Roosevelt created the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, which gave 2.5 million young people the 
opportunity to support themselves while working in disaster 
relief and maintaining forests, beaches, rivers, and parks. Its 
legacy is not only the restoration of our natural environment, 
but the restoration of our national spirit. Along with the Works 
Products Administration -- the WPA -- the civilian Conservation 
Corps symbolized government's effort to provide a nation in 
depression with the opportunity to work, to build the American 
C011U11un1ty through service. And all over America today, you can 
sea proJects -- even today in the l990s -- built by your parents 
or your grandparents with the WPA plaque on it -- tha CCC plaque 
on lt -- the idea that people should be asked to serve and 
rewarded for doing it. 

MORE 



- 4 -
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fabric that has been torn in too many co:rununities. Unless 
know we can work together i� our schools and our of!ices, 
factories, unless they believe we can walk the streets 
together, and unless we do that together, governmental 
alone is doomed to fail. (Applause.) 

The national service plan I propose will be built on 
the same principles as the old GI Bill -- when people give 
something of invaluable merit to their country, they ought to be 
rewarded with the opportunity to further their education. 
National service will challenge our people to do the work that 
shou!d a�: indeed must be dor.e and ca�r.ot be done unle�= the 
American poople voluntarily c;ive ':.r.emse!•1es up to that work. It 
will invest in the future of every person who serves. 

And as we rekindle the spirit of national serv
1

ice, I 
know it won't disappoint many of the students here to know that 
we also have to reform the whole syste� of student loans. 
(Applause.) We should begin by making it easier for young people 
to pay back their st�dent loans and enabling them to hold jobs 
(applause) -- enabling them to hold jobs that may accomplish 
much, but pay little. 

Today, when students borrow money for an education, 
the repayment plan they make is based largely on how much they 
have to repay, without regard to what the jobs they take 
themselves pay. It is a powerful incentive, therefore, !or young 
college graduates to do just the reverse of what we might want 
them to do; to tak• a job that pays more even it is less 
rewarding because that is the job that will make the repayment of 
the loans possible. It is also, unfortunately, a powerful 
incentive tor some not to make the payments at all, which is 
unforgivable. 

So what we seek to do is to enable the American 
students to borrow the money they need !or college and pay it 
back as a small percentage o! their own income over time. This 
is especially important after a decade in which the cost of a 
college education bas gone up even more rapidly than the cost of 
health care. (Applause.) Making a major contribution to one of 
the more disturbing statistics in America today, which is that 
the college dropout rate in this country is now 2.5 times the 
high school dropout rate. We can do better than that through 
national service and adequate financing. (Applause.) 

The present system is unacceptable, not only tor 
students, but for the taxpayers as well. It's complicated and 
it's expensive. It costs the taxpayers of our country about $4 
billion every year to finance the student loan program because ot 
loan defaults and the cost of administering the program. And I 
believe we can do better. 

Beyond retor:ning this system for financing higher 
education, t.he national service program more importantly will 
create new opportunities for Americans to work off outstanding 
loans or to build up credits for fueura education and training 
opportunities. 

We'll ask young people all across this country and 
some who aren't so young who wane to further their college 
education to serve in our schools as teachers or tutors in 
reading and mathematics. We'll ask you to help our police forces 
across the naeion, training members for a new police corps that 
will walk beats and work with neighborhoods and build the kind of 
communities ties that will prevent crioe from happening in the 

MORE 
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what you have given to someone 2? 7 h°ld, but just because of 
understand in personal wavs the 5f6; (APPla^e.) You will

T.-u?2ai,way» bbe wisdom of the words spoken years
- - se^ ^1^:  ̂ - ^eat

ask you to prJCS that^hose'iJo doub^yo^are^r1"103"^ here’ 1 

' .^2°dayJ all of yo^hSWr^^s^t

a service program in our 
?5.a. 72“year-old who 

i that 
And in so

nonoic x At tfle end this summer, t

community groups to Attend the
give those who---------“
xut more about how to build this nen7ZZ77 from the thousand pioneersd^hls • natlonal 

service to grow loo-fold in the’ n^r^ years>

wan*- *•„ BUt avsn when hundreds of thousands
han. to maintain the pioneer spirit of this

“b' “• ...................

you'll be selected, but

are some among us who

■m., s

J are dead wrong.

W®'.5e-9?ing.t0 Pick tbem. ‘

. - - — —> considered.
America in this effort.

I also want to i----- ■
3 new Ptogram.

agents ofU?M5Sal;°tottalk with"".-°-?-d-xhat we «hoiid do

roots an excitement,

I have to tell ,— -* ■ 
young Americans will

material things. r._ 
But I believe they
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recreate for others Arterlca It its best* itS beSC' and 
hvU2try: ”e have always been a spec^l'kind nOt jUSt an
by a web of rights and -esonncihi'?^131 *ind of community, 1 
by bloodlines, but by beliefs At an^o3"11 b°Und to<?ether, 
across the world are be!na ff; ln tllne «hen peopl

nation, with all of

great land can live

you will today

Thank you.

apart by racial
> we are a

and God bless you all. 

END

to live a p-- t0.su-°^ 

at its best.

proposal for
service; to learn'the

I ask you all, r; - 
national service and 1

s meaning of America

(Applause.)

1:50 P.M. EST
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never hear this 

they could otherwise 
The great challenge

you to live up to the Weto reach those who arex °f y0Ur P°tential, 
talk, and who will never Wh° wil1 nev
have if not for someth!™ ^6?116 fUture theV «
areyrUr generation is to^roCe tyh0aUtCe°^tdO- The great chall 
great land can live up to thl fullL! ^?erson here in this 
capacity. if we do it the 21fr * °f their God-given
InswUrY;h The OreL wm bl kX^f1 be ■the ^ican
answer the call to service. ept allva lf y°u will tl

^J^^A^ricems, „ support our 

proposal for national 
and to

another 
community, linked 

7 -< not
. when People all
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Existing not-for-orcfi«

agencies) will be invited 
Cocsisaion. 7 
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examples of
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tutored; how many parks
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1993, not including »«4W 
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• a proven track -a
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u.c ui, , as axe bunton s. k wasn t a 
politician's celebntyhood that created sup-Satlrday. March 13.1993 A21

Colman McCarthy

Clinton’s
Call to whoever is broken during your college

Service
dent when he comes in with spedBca.

Yet Clinton’s philosophy of service rr 
resents intellectual newness to many'ui

years, you’re receiving a limited education.
Clinton deserves to be honored for 

taking a risk that he’ll be able to raise the 
money for his program of national ser­
vice. Critics in Congress with no greater 
agenda than carping about ideas they

No speech in the Clinton campaign 
was more inspirational than the candi­
date’s remarks at the University of No­
tre Dame last September. As president, 
Clinton didn't match it until his March 1 
speech at Rutgers University. At both 
campuses, he issued calls for national 
service for college students.

At Notre Dame: “If we are truly to 
practice what we preach, Americans of 
every faith and viewpoint should come 
together to promote the common good.* 
It was similar at Rutgers: “National ser­
vice is nothing less than the American 
way to change America.’

Clinton’s effort to rally the young to 
altruism has created a debate that pita 
idealism against realism, as if the two are 
forever locked in conflict Where’s the mon­
ey, ask realists, for the tuition-for-aervice 
program that Clinton is proposing: $389 
million in schoianhips for 25,000 students 
the first year and $3.4 billion for 100,000 
by 1997. Realists say that Clinton’s sweet 
talk ignores sour facts: There’s no money 
for a new social program.

From that negative, despairing argu­
ment Clinton is supposed to get the 
message: Don’t even try. That means 
don't lead, just preside. The past 12 yean 
witnessed two presiders in the White 
House. Most fint-year college students 
today were in kindergarten when Ronald 
Reagan was elected and in fourth grade 
when reelected. They came into adoles­
cence under a politician who tried nothing 
by way of linking government with nation­
al service. Instead of selflessness to oth­
ers, he extolled self-enrichment

Evidence suggests that the young 
weren’t seduced either by Reagan's mes­
sage of contempt for government or his 
disdain for altruism. The 1980s saw a 
surge in campus community-service pro­
grams, such as the ones Clinton praised 
at Notre Dame and Rutgers. Amnesty 
International chapters increased on cam­
puses, as did those of Oxfam USA. Appli­
cations to Peace Corps remained high, as 
they did for such private domestic pro-

VnliintM»r Cnma and

rep-

high school and college. John F. Kenorf/s 

—! seen as

Clinton: “Answer the call to service.* In 
“The Bold Experiment,’ a history of the 
Peace Corps by Gerard Rice, one of those 
who responded to Kennedy's call explained 
why: “I’d never done anything political, 
patriotic or unselfish because nobody ever 
asked me to. Kennedy asked ’

So has Clinton.

were too dull-witted or timid to propose 
themselves now lie in wait for the presi­
dent when he comes in with sperdV-a 
They will say Clinton’s ideas are danger, 
ous because they are romantic and utopi­
an, a charge that ignores the thought of 
James Madison in 1788: “No theoretical 
checks—no form of government, can 
render us secure. To suppose that any 
form of government will secure liberty or 
happiness without any virtue in the peo­
ple is a chimerical idea."

Some critics charge that Clinton is into 
bribery: tuition money for service. While 
the details are being worked out on how 
much money for what service, who com­
plains that the U.S. Army entices re­
cruits with as much as $20,000 toward a 
college education. Why isn’t it bribery 
when ROTC programs pay students to 
shine their boots occasionally and take 
gut courses in military lore. Nor is much 
alarm expressed over the moat lavish 
enticement of all: a free ride at the 
military academies in exchange for a few 
years in uniform after graduation.

Clinton’s Rutgers speech marked the 
32nd anniversary of the Peace Corps. Ken­
nedy's spirited message was repeated by

Rutgers. Students saw in him tcxccrx 
with a positive message—put community 
interest above self-interest—that many 
professors and counselors at their schools 
had been exposing them to all along: If you 
can’t teach the illiterate, comfort the sick 
and handicapped, or mend whatever and

appeals to national service are 
historical relics, known from books"bm not 
live on MTV as are Clinton’s. It wasn’t -

port for the president at Notre Dame and 

— — —i someone
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