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THE WHITE HOUSE
OFFICE OF NATIONAL S8ERVICE
NEWS AND INFORMATION S8ERVICE

March 3, 1993 Contact: Diana Aldridge
(202) 456-6444

THE PRESIDENT ADDRESSES NATIONAL SERVICE AT RUTGERS:

On the 32nd anniversary of the establishment of the Peace Corps,
President Clinton spent a day in New Jersey challenging young
people to serve their country by meeting pressing national needs.

Before his address at Rutgers University, the President visited
the New Brunswick Public Schools Adult Learning Center, and spoke
to participants from both Rutgers and the community about their

utstanding service work.

Then speaking before what the New York Times termed a "wildly
enthusiastic" crowd at Rutgers, the President challenged
America’s young people to "make America new again" by serving

their country.

The President also detailed his national service plan and issued
his challenged to young people in a taped interview with MTV.
Excepts aired Monday and Tuesday in a half-hour MTV special,
"Bill Clinton: His Plan, Your Future."

The VICE PRESIDENT AND OTHER ADMINISTRATION PRINCIPALS
ENCOURAGE S8ERVICE:

Also on Monday, March 1:

Vice President Gore visited the Wisconsin Conservation Corps and
gave a speech at the University of Wisconsin on national service

and the environment.

Mrs. Gore visited a Richmond emergency shelter for families, and
spoke to student service providers at the University of Richmond.

Five Cabinet Secretaries highlighted service on Monday: Secretary
Babbitt worked with the Durham Conservation Corps in Durhanm,
North Carolina; Secretary Pena specifically addressed service in
a speech to the National Association of County Organizations;
Secretary Reich visited YouthBuild in Boston; and Secretary
Shalala visited the Sick Children’s Hospital in Washington, D.C.
On Tuesday, Secretary Espy gave a speech on national service at
Howard University.

(more)



Page Two
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT’S8 RUTGERS ADDRESS:

e "National service will be America at its best -- building
community, offering opportunity and rewarding
responsibility.

e "We’ll ask young people all across this country and some
who aren’t so young ... to serve in our schools as teachers
or tutors ... to help our police forces across the nation

.. to help control pollution and waste ... to work with
senior citizens and combat homelessness..."

e "I want [national service] to empower young people and
their communities, not to empower yet another government
bureaucracy in washin ,ton. This is going to be your program
at your level with y.ur people."

e "I want to make this summer a summer of service.... We are
going to recruit about 1,000 young people from every
background -- from high school dropouts to college
graduates, to send to an intensive leadership training
program for national service at the beginning of the summer.
Then we’ll ask them to work on one of our country’s most
urgent problems, helping our children who are in danger of
losing their God-given potential.... At the end of this
summer... they’ll all join in a youth service summit. I will

attend the meeting..."
The President specifically challenged young people to serve:

e "If anybody here would like to be one of those 1,000 -- or
if anybody who is listening to this speech ... or reads
about it and would like to be one of those 1,000, drop me a
card at the White House and just mark it National Service."

e "I ask you by Friday -- every one of you -- to think about
what you can do and what we should do to be agents of
renewal; to talk with your parents, your clergy, your
friends, your teachers; to join the effort to renew our
community and to rebuild our country; and to write to be
about what you are doing. It’s time for millions of us to
change our country block by block, neighborhood by
neighborhood..."

(more)



Page Three
PUBLIC AND PRESS INTEREST:

Public and press interest in the President’s national service
plans was wide-spread.

Extensive coverage of the President’s speech included front page
stories in USA Today, the Los Angeles Times, and the Philadelphia
Inquirer, among others. ABC News'’ '"American Agenda'" highlighted
successful service programs and young people exemplifying the
President’s national service message in Washington State.

MTV produced its broadcast to encourage young people to examine
and respond to the President’s plans for national service. 1In
addition to the interview with President Clinton, the special
included footage of his speech as he issued his "challenge tc¢
serve" to young peop.e, and President Kennedy announcing the

Peace Corps 32 years ago.
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INFORMATION ON THE PRESIDENT'’S NATIONAL SERVICE INITIATIVE:

o Timing: The President will submit legislation for his
national service program to Congress this spring.

o Two Components of the Program: The President’s program will
have two primary components: 1) The program will create national
service opportunities for young people to serve their country and
receive money for college or training in return; 2) The program
will enable all young people to go to college or receive training
to pay back their student loans as a small percentage of their
income over time ("income contingent" loans) -- enabling them to
hold essential public service jobs that accomplish much but
sometimes pay relatively little.

Detail. on The First Component:

o Funding: The President has requested $7.4 billion over the
next four years for his national service program. The funding
level will rise each year, to $3.4 billion in 1997. Funding
starts at $400 million for the first year.

o Number of Participants: The number of participants for the

first year is estimated at 25,000. By 1997, it is expected that

more than 100,000 young people will be paying for their education
or training by serving their country and communities.

o Eligibility and Benefits: Students before, during and after
college will be eligible to serve for a year or two, and in
return receive a small stipend, health and child care benefits
where necessary, and an educational benefit to pay for college or
job training (or discharge loans incurred for those purposes).

o Focus of Service Activities: The program objectives will be
to meet unmet needs in critical areas. For example, young people
will be able to serve as teachers in schools where children need
extra help; in clinics in areas where people need medical care;
in the police force, keeping criminals off the streets and kids
out of gangs; and in an environmental corps, recycling waste and
fighting pollution.

o . Administration: The program will be non-bureaucratic, using
venture capital to support entrepreneurs and public-private
partnerships to support growing programs. States and local
organizations will be given the opportunity to design innovative
ways to meet identified national priorities.

o Nondisplacement: The legislation will include strict
nondisplacement and nonduplication provisions. National service
will only meet needs that are not otherwise being met.



INFORMATION ON THE PRESIDENT’S '"SUMMER OF S8ERVICE'" PROJECT:

o Project Overview: With national service a high priority for
the President, he will be organizing a summer project even as his
proposed legislation will be making its way through Congress.

The project will focus on 4 to 10 communities around the country,
involving a diverse group of more than 1,000 young people
involved in special efforts to help children at risk.

o Funding: The project will be funded with a portion of a $15
million appropriation in the FY 93 stimulus package. (Additional
challenge-grant funding for service corps; for expanding teacher
training in service learning; and for re-establishing VISTA'’s
Summer Associates program are also included in the package.)

) Objectives: The program has two m¢ jor goals: To show what
national service can accomplish, meeti.g critical needs and
bringing people together; and to develop a leadership corps for
future years of national service. National service is such a
priority of the President, he wouldn’t let it wait for the full

program to pass Congress.

o Targeted Needs: The programs in the "Summer of Service"
will focus on children-at-risk in the areas of education, health,
crime prevention, and environmental protection. For example, some
participants will tutor; some will help bring families into
medical clinics; some Will develop recreational centers; some
will counsel youths to keep them out of gangs.

o Leadership Training: The summer project will be designed to
develop the leadership skills of the young participants. For
several days at the beginning and end of the summer, the
participants will gather to share their experiences and complete
intensive leadership training.

o Post-program/Ongoing Benefits: All participants interested
in continuing to serve through the next year will receive
placement assistance. Participants with ideas to design their own
programs to fight community problems will be able to receive
modest Service Entrepreneurial Awards for Change (SEA Change) to
realize their plans.

o Administration: The Commission on National and Community
Service wWill administer a competitive process to determine what
programs participate. The programs will select the participants.
The Commission is working quickly to ensure that programs are
developed rapidly and effectively to succeed for this summer.



THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(New Brunswick, New Jersey)

For Immeciate Release Marca 1, 1993

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN NATIONAL SERVICE ADDRESS

Rutgers University
New Brunswick, lMew Jaerzay

1:15 P.M. EST

THE PPESIDENT: Thank you very much. (Applause.)
Thank you. Thank you, Nakia Tomlinson for that €ine
introduction. I wish I could take you with me everywhere. We'd
make a great duo there. Let's give her another hand. I thought
she was great. (Applause.)

I'd like to thank President Frank Lawrence for his -
Francis Lawrence -- for his fine speech. Does anybody call him
Frank? I should have asked. (Laughter.) I want to compliment
Professor Benjamin Barber for his leadership and service here.
(Applause.) And I want to thank all of you here in the Rutgers
community for coming out for what I hope will be a truly historic
moment in our nation's history. (Applause.)

In addition to the people who have been introduced
here, there are a host of mayors and members of the Assembly and
county officials here from your state. We have two former
governors, both of whom I served with =-- Brendan Byrne and Tom
Kean who are out there. I'm glad to see them. (Applause.) My
friends. We have a distinguished array of members of the House
from New Jersey -- Herb Klein, Bob Manendez, Frank Pallone,
Donald Payne -- (applause).

But you have some members of the Congress from all
over America here and I want to introduce them, too, because they
have taken a lot of trouble to come to Rutgers and because
without them and without the people who represent you, the
proposal I make today has no hope of passage.

Many members of the Congress for years have believed
we ought to do more in national service and some of them are here
today. I'd like to begin by introducing your Senator Bill
Bradley, who's behind me. (Applause.) I must say, when I walked
into this arena, I turned around and asked Bill Bradley if he'd
ever shot any baskets in here. I'd be intimidated tp be the
opposing team in here. (Applause.) Senator Bradley sponsored
legislation to establish neighborhood corps and self-reliance

scholarships, things that are forbearers of the proposal I came
to make.

I'd like to recognize the presence on the platfora
of Senator Ted Kennedy from Massachusetts -=- (applagse) -- who
chairs the Senate Committee on Human Resources and ;ducaclo?:
which sheparded the pilot national and comnunity service Zill
through the Congress in the last session, along wiIn &i3
counterpart who is out here in the audience sorewherc.
to ask him to stand up. The chairman of the HousS‘S::

Congressman Bill Ford, who came all the way f’°=1”f:“ -
with us. Congressman, would you stand up. (ASplause.;

MORE



I'd like to recognize in the audience the presence
of Senator Chris Dodd from Connecticut, who was one of the first
Peace Corps volunteers in the United States. (Applause.)

The member of congress who introduced many, many
years ago, the first piece of national service legislation ever
introduced, the Chairman of the Foreign Relations Comnittee,
Senator Clairborne Pell from Rhode Island is here. (Applause.)

I'd also like to introduce the only person in this
audience, at least of our crowd, who doesn't have to look up to
Senator Bradley, Senator Jay Rockefeller from VWest virginia, an
early VISTA volunteer in the United States. (Applause.)

And finally I would like to reccgnize two other
people, one, a memker of the United States Senate and one a
distinguished American citizen, the first boss of the Peace
Corps, Sargent Shriver, who's up here with me. (Applause.) And
his deputy, Senator Harris Wofford, from Pennsylvania.
(Applause.) And Mrs. Wofford, I'm glad to see you. (Applause.)

Now, I was involved before I became President in a
group called the Democratic Leadership Council, and we made one
of the central parts of our platform to reclaim a new majority of
Americans for our party the establishment of a system of national
service to help people to finance education. And one of our
founding members and guiding lights is here, Representative Dave
McCurdy from Oklahoma. I'd like for him to stand up.

(Applause.)

Let me make this last point, if I might, by way of
beginning. None of these things happen at the national level.
We empower them to happen and then people have to do things here
at the grassroots. And I want to say a special word of thanks to
your Governor for supporting the New Jersey Youth Corps and
several other projects like it around the state, because if
nobody's here to believe in this, it can't happen. And I thank
Governor Florio for his support for these things. (Applause.)

I came here to ask all of you to join me in a great
national adventure, for in the next few weeks I will ask the
United States Congress to join me in creating a new system of
voluntary national service =-- something that I believe in the
next few years will change America forever and for the batter.

My parents' generation won new dignity working their
way out of the great Depression through programs that provided
them the opportunity to serve and to survive. Brave men and
women in my own generation waged and won peaceful revolutions
here at home for civil rights and human rights, and began service
around the world in the Peace Corps and here at home in Vista.
Now, Americans of every generation face profound challenges in
meeting the needs that have been neglected for too long in this
country =-- from city streets plagued by crime and drugs to
classrooms where girls and boys must learn the skills they need
for tomorrow, to hospital wards where patients need more care.
All across America we have problems that demand our common
attention.

For those who answer the call and meet these
challenges, I propose that our country honor your service with
new opportunities for education. National service will be
America at its best -- building community, offering opportunity,
and rewarding responsibility. National service is a challenge
for Americans from every background and walk of life, and it

MORE



values something far more %than money. National service is
nothing less than the American way to change America.
(Applause.)

It is rooted in the concept of community: the
simple idea that none of us on our own will ever have as auch to
cherish about our own lives if we are out here all alone as we
will if we work together. That somehow a society really is an
organism in which the whole can be greater than the sum of its
parts. And every one of us, no matter how many privileges with
which we are born, can still be enriched by the contributions of
the least of us. And that we wili never fulfill our individual
czpacitizss until, as Americans, we can all be what God meant for
us to be. (Applause.) <

If that is so =-- if that is true, my fellow
Americans, and if you believe it, it must therefore follow that
each of us has an obligation to serve. For it is perfectly clear
that all of us cannot be what we ought to be until those of us
who can help others =- and that is nearly all of us -- are doing
something to help others live up to their potential. The concept
of community and the idea of service are as old as our history.
They began the moment America was literally invented.

Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of
Independence, "With a fira reliance on the protection of Divine
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our
fortune, and our sacred honor.” In the midst of the Civil Wwar,
President Lincoln signed into law two visionary programs that
helped our people come together again and build America up. The
Morrill Act helped states create new land grant colleges. This
is a land grant university. The university in my home state was
the first land grant college west of the Mississippi River.

In these places, young people learn to make American
agriculture and industry the best in the world. The legacy of
the Morrill Act is not only our great colleges and universities
like Rutgers, but the American tradition that merit and not money
should give people a chante for a higher education. (Applause.)

Mr. Lincoln also signed the Homestead Act that
offered 100 acres of land for families who had the courage to
settle the frontier and farm the wilderness. 1Its legacy is a
nation that stretches from coast to coast. Now we must create a
new legacy that gives a new generation of Americans the right and
the power to explore the frontiers of science and technology and
space. The frontiers of the limitations of our knowledge must be
pushed back so that we can do what we need to do. And education
is the way to do it, Jjust as surely as it was more than 100 years
ago.

Seven decades after the Civil War in the midst of
the Great Depression, President Roosevelt created the Civilian
Conservation Corps, which gave 2.5 million young people the
opportunity to support themselves while working in disaster
relief and maintaining forests, beaches, rivers, and parks. Its
legacy is not only the restoration of our natural environment,
but the restoration of our national spirit. Along with the Works
Products Administration -- the WPA -- the Civilian Conservation
Corps symbolized government's effort to provide a nation in
depression with the opportunity to work, to build the American
community through service. And all over America today, you can
see projects =-- even today in the 1990s -- built by your parents
or your grandparents with the WPA plaque on it =-- the CCC plaque
on 1t -- the idea that people should be asked to serve and
rewarded for doing it.
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social fabric that has been torn in too many communities. Unless
people know we can work together in our schools and our offices,
in our factories, unless they believe we can walk the streets
safely tcgether, and urless we do that together, governmental
acz:on alone is doomed to fail. (Applause.)

The national service plan I propose will be built on
the same principles as the old GI Bill -- when people give
something of invaluable merit to their country, they ought to be
rewarded with the opportunity to further their education.
National service will challenge our people to do the work that
should an2 indeed must be dore and canrot be cdone unlecz thne
American pecople voluntarily Give themselves up to that work. It
will invest in the future of every person who serves,

¢

And as we rekindle the spirit of national service, I
know it won't disappoint many of the students here to know that
we also have to reform the whole svstem of student loans.
(Applause.) We should begin by making it easier for young people
to pay back their student loans and enabling them to hold jobs ==
(applause) =-- enabling them to hold jobs that may accomplish
much, but pay little.

Today, when students borrow money for an education,
the repayment plan they make is based largely on how much they
have to repay, without regard to what the jobs they take
themselves pay. It is a powerful incentive, therefore, for young
college graduates to do just the reverse of what we might want
them to do; to take a job that pays more even it is less
rewarding because that is the job that will make the repayment of
the loans possible. It is also, unfortunately, a powerful
incentive for some not to make the payments at all, which is
unforgivable.

So what we seek to do is to enable the American
students to borrow the money they need for college and pay it
back as a small percentage of their own income over time. This
is especially important after a decade in which the cost of a
college education has gore up even more rapidly than the cost of
health care. (Applause.) Making a major contribution to one of
the more disturbing statistics in America today, which is that
the college dropout rate in this country is now 2.5 times the
high school dropout rate. We can do better than that through
national service and adequate financing. (Applause.)

The present system is unacceptable, not only for
students, but for the taxpayers as well. 1It's complicated and
it's expensive. It costs the taxpayers of our country about $4
billion every year to finance the student loan program because of
loan defaults and the cost of administering the program. And I
believe we can do better.

Beyond reforming this system for financing higher
education, the national service program more importantly will
create new opportunities for Americans to work off outstanding
loans or to build up credits for future education and training
opportunities.

We'll ask young people all across this country and
some who aren't so young who want to further their college
education to serve in our schools as teachers or tutors in
reading and mathematics. We'll ask you to help our police forces
across the nation, training members for a new police corps that
will walk beats and work with neighborhoods and build the kind of
communities ties that will prevent crime from happening in the
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