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Community

Andrews University Helping to Revitalize Benton Harbor

ETWEEN July 1, 1989 and Junc ]
B 30. 1990. 190 students contributed |

a total ol 28.866 hours of service
through Andrews University's Commu-
nity Service Assistantship Program
(CSAP) to help revitalize Benton Harbor.

Several organizations helped the
University provide $144.330 in tuition
assistance to the students who provided
these services. Coniribuling organizations
included Action. Andrews University.
Berricn General Hospital. Berrien
Community Foundation. Lake Union
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.,
Michigan Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists. and Pioncer Memorial
Church.

A number of cxciting by-products of
the program have begun to materialize.
including the Single Parent Program on
Andrews' campus which currently has 70
individuals enrolled. a significant number
of whom come from Benton Harbor.
According to a recent study entitled. From
Welfare to Independence: The College
Option, by Howard Samuels. State
Management and Policy Center, earning a
college degree is a surc way to cconomic
self-sufficiency for individuals who have
formerly been on weltare. This study
found that 87 percent of AFDC recipients
who were empowered to complete college
will stay off welfare. The Bermen County
Social Service Department is cooperating
with Andrews on this new program.

Another important consequence for
Andrews of the CSAP program has been
that it has led to the reinstatement on
campus of the Bachelor of Arts in Social
Work (BSW). There are now well over 40
students enrolled in this program. Further-
more. study is currently being given to the
possibility of launching a master's level
program in community servicc manage-
ment. This would be a joint program of the
School of Business and the Department of
Behavioral Sciences. It would lead to an
MSA in Human Service Administration
with choice of three emphasis: Commu-
nity Service Management, Community
Health and Wellness Management, and
Intemnational Development Management.

The CSAP program is also playing a

Agency_

Adventist Frontier Missions

Area Agency on Aging

Bard Elementary School

Benton Harbor City Hall

Benton Harbor Christian Ministries
Benton Harbor Senior Citizen Center
Berrien County Council on Aging
Berrien County Juvenile Center
Berrien General Hospital
Blossomland Learning Center

Emergency Shelter

Family Crisis Center
Gateway

Genesis Child Care Center

Campus Prevention
Leaming Opportunities Center
Link Crisis intervention Center

Martindale School

Mercy Memorial Hospital
Migrant Nutrition Program
Morton Hill Latchkey Program

Salvation Army
Youth Service Bureau
TOTAL

Coop. Recreation & QOutreach Program

Highland Community & Education Center

Leaming Opportunity for Teens (LOFT)

Main Street Community Health Center

Neighborhood Info. & Sharing Exchange-NISE

Community Service Assictantship Program
Project Activities July 1989 to June 1990

Hours
168
20
429
151
157
139
377
581
12.958
68

116
876
325
348
3.793
450
171
375
128
423
481
310
1.301
23
3.404
10
1,264
10
28,866

No. of Students
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catalytic role in helping good ideas

materialize, flourish and grow in Benton
Harbor, according to Oystein LaBianca.
chairman the CSAP executive committce.
“The ideas. of course, have been supplied
by those who know Benton Harbor best.
its grass-roots leaders.” he said. "Our role
has simply been to "be there" with our
students. ready to be the hands and feet of
these leaders as they sought to carry out
their dreams.

"Examples of dreams which [ have
personally witnessed come alive and
thrive as a partial consequence of our
students "being there” are many. For
example, our students were there at the
launching of the Neighborhood Informa-
tion and Service Exchange-NISE. They

were there at the launching of the Morton
Hill Latchkey Program. They were there @
the launching of the LOFT . They were
there at the launching of the Highland
Avenue Community and Education
Center. And this winter. thanks to grants
Irom Whirlpool and Ameritech. they will
be there 10 help launch the math-science
enrichment program being mounted by
Benton Harbor Area Schoals.

For further information about the
Community Service Assistantship
Program, pleasc contact Oystein
LaBianca. chairman, CSAP cxccutive
committee, Andrews University, Berrien
Springs. M1 49104. Telephone 616-471-
7771. Q









