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Local activist takes lesson from
communities in South Africa

Mary Scott Boria, Youth Service I’roject
(YSP) associate director. recently spent
two weeks in South Africa for a look at
how social change is achieved there
through community activism.

Boria travelled through the country
staying with families in the black
townships, including Johannesburg,
Soweto, Alexander, Druban, and Kwazulu.
-.Bona returned with a few ideas she says
can be implemented at local social service
organizations. s g
* “Our Block Club Federation in Humboldt
Park bears a similar resemblance to
‘Civics’ in South Africa, mainly because

they manage from the bottom up, not the
top down,” says Boria. “At its highest level,
the South African- National Civic
Organization (SANCO) is involved in
negotiations for creating the country’s new
constitution.

Explaining that the NCO sends local
representatives to discuss local issues at a
higher administrative level of the NCO,”
Boria called the system a democracy in its
most basic form. _

Boria plans to invite a South African Civic
representation to observe the Block Club
Federation here and exchange.ideas that
would benefit both groups.














































































