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Youth Service Project 
Program Guide

Youth Service Project, Inc., a 

not-for-profit community based 

agency, has been working in the 

Greater Humboldt Park area, on 

Chicago's northwest side, since 

1975. We work with primarily 

Hispanic and Black young people 

and their families to confront 

neighborhood problems 

and provide constructive 

alternatives. Through nine 

bicultural, bilingual programs 

that take place in community 

schools, churches, libraries and 

homes we reach more than 3000 

young people 12 to 21 years old 
each year. Together, YSP, young 

people and their families build a 

stronger community. ■I
i

(312) 772-6270

Nancy M. Abbate 
Executive Director



Enrichment for Latinas Leading to 
Advancement (ELLA)
Hispanic girls stay in school and go on 
to college or other training through:

• Career counseling,
• Student-run business ventures,
• Parents' receptions,
• Meetings with Hispanic professional 

women,
• Field trips to colleges and businesses,
• Part-time job training and placement.

Reading Enables Achievement and 
Direction (READ)
Community residents can learn reading 
and English skills through classes in:

• Basic literacy (up to 6th grade level),
• GED (high school equivalency),
• English as a Second Language.

Second Chance
Young people in gangs or victimized by
gangs participate in:

• Home visits and casework,
• Confidential group and individual

counseling,
• Sports teams,
• Recreation and field trips,
• Community restitution, including graffiti 

removal.

Neighborhood Response Counseling
(NRC)
Young people with adjustment 
problems at local public schools 
benefit from:

• Delinquency prevention counseling for 
young people and families,

• Teen pregnancy prevention through 
games,

• Topical group discussions,
• Advocacy services to courts, schools 

and other agencies,
• Home visits and casework to assist 

families in crisis.

Summer and After-School
Employment and Activities
Young people enjoy leisure time with
YSP. We offer:

• Jobs for young people 16-21,
• Work on public art projects, including a 

community mural,
• Opportunities to tutor or to learn reading 

and math,
• Sports teams,
• Mini-Olympics.

Teens Adapting to Parenting (TAP)
Pregnant teens, teen fathers, and teens 
with young children participate in:

• Weekly support groups for teen 
parents,

• Health, nutrition and parenting classes,
• Home visits by skilled workers,
• Day care for infants of teen mothers 

who go back to work or to school,
• Academic prog rams especially for teen 

mothers,
• Casework services,
• Male responsibility groups and

activities.

Community Organizing
YSP offers technical assistance to local 
block clubs and other community 
organizations. Residents learn how to:

• Define issues,
• Set up meeting agendas,
• Run meetings,
• Improve city services,
• Constructively tackle problems of local 

concern.

Substance Abuse Program
Young people abusing drugs or alcohol 
receive:

• Individual counseling,
• Group counseling,
• Help in returning to school,
• Free medical examination (by referral),
• Weekly Narcotics Anonymous

meetings.

To prevent substance abuse YSP offers:
• community seminars,
• school seminars,
• individual and group counseling,
• alternative, healthy activities.

Through these programs Youth 
Service Project fulfills its mission: 
to help youth realize their potential 
and create more meaningful lives. 
YSP's professional staff, drawn 
from the community, understands 
the issues youth and their families 
face in the Humboldt Park area.

YSP and the young people we work 
with need your support. The help 
you give to Youth Service Project 
(time, dollars or jobs) can make the 
difference between a young life 
filled with integrity and purpose - 
or one that simply could have been.

Economic Development for Youth
(EDY)
Young people looking for work receive:

• Job Readiness Training (defining career 
goals, learning to find a job and prepar­
ing for employment responsibilities),

• Extensive personal assistance in getting 
and keeping a job,

Employers receive:
• Consultation to assess their personnel 

needs,
• Young workers who are motivated, 

conscientious and ready to work,
• Assistance in keeping young people 

on jobs.
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Glasnost at Youth Service Project
Nancy M. Abbate (second from left), executive director of Youth Service Project (YSP), along with (second 
from left) Dr. Mary E. Davidson, director of the School of Social Work for Southern Illinois University; and 
Congressman-elect Luis Gutierrez; welcome a three-member Russian delegation to YSP. From left, the visiting 
team consists of Dr. Arkadii Nekrassov, president of the Association of Social Workers and head of the Division 
on International Social Cooperation, Ministry of Foregin Affairs in the Russian Federation; Dr. Segei N. Puzin, 
chief of the Institute on Disability Problems, Ministry of Social Protection; and Dr. Edward A. Abgaryan, chair 
of the Department of Philosophy and Sociology, Moscow Business University.
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reform. He says the shift from a planned to 
- market economy is short-sighted because

great hardship suEered by the people.
The social safety net in the former Soviet 

Union has unraveled since a failed coup by 
hard-line communists in 1991, which led to 
the dissolution of the Soviet Union and its 
bureaucracy. Yeltsin’s current economic 
reforms, which have abolished the 
government support of most Soviet 
industry, have left many unemployed.

Despite his criticisms, however, 
Nekrassov says there are bright spots. 

“On the positive side, we have more 
openness, more human rights,” Nekrassov 
said.

Leading the delegation's four is Mary _E. 
Davidson, director of the School of Social 
Work department at the University of 
Illinois at Carbondale. UlC-Carbondale is 
one of five American universities working 
in partnership with Russian leaders, to help 
them develop an undergraduate social work 
program. Nekrassov says he hopes that, 
eventually, Russia will have a graduate 
program in social work as well.

Davidson, who has visited Russia, said the 
comiEy-is-Hfcffrthe.United States in that 
people in poor areas, particularly outside 
the cities are suffering.

As leader of the tour, Davidson told the 
group she brought them to the Urban 
League and to YSP to give the Russian 
guests an accurate picture of the people of 
United States, particularly those involved in 
social service and community organizing. 

“I wanted to make sure you saw that the 
United States is more than white males— 
that there are brown and black people, too,” 
Davidson said.

The two other Russian visitors tounng 
with Nekrassov are Dr. Sergei Puzin, chief 
of the Institute on Disability Problems^of

Edward Ab^a^ chair of the Departmem 
of Philosophy and Sociology at Moscow 
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I? w
silibi

Rll iNnilAI COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS-SPANISH^NGLISH1'1^ NORTH SIDE EDITIONS- DECEMBER 24, 1992

_____ __________________________________________________ 
in Ae United States, talks witk local community leada 

pictured art fl to r): .Nancy Abbott, TSP ectcutwe. 
JJevidson, directorofthe School of Social hVbnt at the

g

iff life

Russian group stops in Humboldt 
Park to meet community leaders 

by Christine Nielsen Craig
The Humboldt Park community got a visit

last week from three Russians who are
touring the United States to learn about
social services and schools of social work m
this country.

The delegation stopped by the Youth
Service Project, 3942 W. North Avenue, on
Dec. 14, following a visit to the Chicago
Urban League, an African-African research

institute.
“We want to see how social service

organisations work in the United States,
and how to apply your ideas to democracy
in Russia,” said Arkadii Nekrassov, at the

i meeting. 

Senia Project, 3942 Not& Also 
(jngressjMn-tiect Ltiis Ca t^rrez; Mary E. 
■^niiMnsatCarbcTuialc. (Extra phote by 

OirisdneNielsen Craig)

The Russian president of Association of 
Social Workers addressed a group of local 
leaders which included Congressmen-elect 
Luis Gutierrez, YSP executive director 
Nancy Abbate, and several YSP boarc
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·Local activist takes lesson from

communities in South Africa 
Mary Scott Boria, Youth.Service l'roJect 

(YSP) associate director, recently spent 
two weeks in South Africa for a look at 
how social change is achieved there 
through communjty activism. 

Boria travel led through the country 
staying with families in the black 
townships, including Johannesburg, 
Soweto, Alexander, Druban, and Kwazulu. 
·. Boria returned with a few ideas she says
cau be implemented at local social service
organizations. ·
· MOur Block Club Federation in Humboldt 
Park bears a similar resemblance to 
'Civ,ics' in South Africa, mainly because 

they manage from the bottom up, not the 
top down," says Boria. "At its highest level, 
the South African· National' Civic 
Organization (SANCO) is .. involved in 
negotiations for creating the country'J3 new. 
con.stitution. 

Explaining that the NCO sends locaf 
representatives to discuss local issues at a 
higher administrative level of the NCO; 
Boria called the system a democracy in it.s 
most basic form. 

Boria plans to invite a Sou� Abican Civic 
representation to observe the Block Club 
Federation here and exchange.ideas that 
would benefit both groups. · 
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The solution to violence sweeping the city is 
as close as can be, says .Nancy Abbate, 
executive director of the. youth
PROJECT 3. Humboldt Park youth organr
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 .“If we would all just extend 
 ourselves a. bit more—that would help kids in

 tfoA' corn Triunity. ... I hope that 1993 is less
violent than 1992..It will, be if we work 
toge'ther.”
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Gangs in Chicago

United Way member agencies provide positive
alternatives

fancy cars that are associated

Dantrell Davis' short life ended 
suddenly and senselessly in 
October of last year.

The tragedy shocked a city 
that, it seemed, could not be 
shocked by anything anymore. 
The death of a seven-year-old 
boy, who was with his mother 
on his way to school when he 
was hit by gang crossfire, 
sparked a cry for an end to 
gang violence.

Many United Way of Chicago 
member agencies have been 
responding to gang problems 
for years. Their positive, 
constructive alternatives have 
steered many youths away 
from gangs and on to jobs and 
productive lives. The one 
reality that all such agency 
staff know: Their job isn't easy.

One United Way of Chicago 
member agency works full- 
time to fight the influence of 
gangs. That agency is 
B.U.I.L.D. Inc., which was 
founded in 1969, and today 
works in seven Near North 
and Westside communities. 

"Our desire is to mobilize 
groups in the community and 
help residents rid their 
communities of gangs," said 
Daniel Swope, the agency's 
executive director. "Gangs 
thrive in poor neighborhoods.

.1
\\\w

themselves through traditional, 
middle class channels.

"A lot of these young people are 
really just looking for 'the good 
life,'" said Swope.

In poor neighborhoods, gang 
members live better than others, 
he said. Many have the material 
goods—the nice clothes and 
fancy cars that are associated 
with "the good life."

"The gang offers a young person 
a lot of hollow promises," said 
Swope. "It’s those promises that 
we’re fighting."

Swope and the 10-member 
B.U.I.L.D. staff take a number of 
preventive measures. They go 
into the schools and lay out to 
elementary school kids the cold 
facts about gangs. And there is 
remediation, making contacts 
with current gang members.

Swope urges parents not to 
blame themselves for their 
child's gang involvement. 

"We used to think that neglect 
or abuse led to gang activity, but 
that notion has proven to be 
false," he said.

Yet, another notion appears to 
be true: Human service 
agencies may be able to work 
with individual gang members.

continued on page 2

where young people don't see a 
lot of options for their own 
lives."

Swope has been fighting gangs 
for some 30 years, and he 
knows his enemy. Gangs today, 
he said, compared to those of 20 
or 30 years ago, are more 
violent and more pervasive. But 
their fundamental appeal is still 
the same: They give kids a 
sense of power and belonging.

Swope has seen many success 
stories—stories of former gang 
members turning their lives 
around. But the statistics aren't 
there: Anti-gang programs need 
long-term studies that measure 
success in adult life. Those 
studies simply haven't been 
done yet.

"Our program essentially tries 
to cure a 'disease/ but when 
we’re finished, we have to 
return the 'patient' to the same 
environment," Swope said. 
Back in that environment, he 
said, the same problems crop 
up: no jobs, no hope, no future. 
The gang offers a way out.

The tragedy, said Swope, is that 
the youths are capable of much 
more. "These kids are 
extremely bright," he said. 
"They just haven't had the 
opportunities to develop

■

PAU •United Way of Chicago Winter—January, 1993
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continued from page I
However, they don't have the 
power to fight criminals. That's 
the opinion shared by Swope 
and Jose Morales of Chicago 
Commons, another UWC 
member agency.

"Do we have the ability to fight 
people who are part of criminal 
organizations?" Morales, who 
heads the agency's anti-gang 
program, asked. "Absolutely 
not. That is a police matter. Our 
staff is not prepared or trained to 
deal with criminals."

Chicago Commons' two-year- 
old program, said Morales, takes 
kids who are disruptive, violent 
or have had skirmishes with the 
law. By caring about and 
understanding them, the agency 
helps socialize the youths.

Many agencies have reached 
young people through sports. 
Put the kids on a basketball 
court or a baseball diamond, and 
they'll forget about gangs for a 
while and have fun competing. 

"Ours is a long-term 
commitment to the people in 
public housing," said Robert 
Hassin, president of the Boys 
and Girls Club of Chicago. The 
agency has been working for 
youths since the 1930s.

"We have midnight basketball 
leagues in public housing," he 
said. Away from the basketball 
court, the agency—like many 
member agencies—provides job 
counseling and job referrals.

A similar philosophy guides the 
Better Boys Foundation in 
North Lawndale.

With a Chicago Initiative grant 
last summer, the agency 
sponsored a 10-week basketball 
and softball clinic and 
tournament. Some 2,000 youths 
used the facilities, and the 
agency hired neighborhood 
teens to lead the activities. It 
ended with an awards banquet 
in September.

"There aren't a lot of recreational 
facilities around here," said Gary

A Youth Service Project counselor chats with teens participating in a drug prevention 
program. (Photo courtesy of Youth Service Project, Inc.)

Mayberry, the agency's
executive vice president. "So
this was a great opportunity for
all of us.

"There were no fights," he
added. "Everybody worked
together."

At Youth Service Project, Inc.,
staff work together for the
youths of Humboldt Park.

"We approach the gang problem
at a personal level," said
Executive Director Nancy
Abbate. "We work individually
with young people, connecting
them with a caring adult model.

"So many of these young people
have never expressed what's
inside them," she said.

Abbate noted that problems on
the street have a lot to do with
economic problems and lack of
school and job opportunities.
"Fixing those things is a slow
process," she said.

Last summer the agency
received a Chicago Initiative
grant, which gave several
teenage girls a chance to create a
weekly newsletter.

"They published several issues
over the summer," said Abbate.
"It was a successful project
because it raised their self-
esteem."

Abbate has seen
transformations in many youths
who visit the center.

"We had a few young males, 
all former gang members, go 
through our program," she 
said. "As they talked about 
themselves, they began to 
see for the first time the pain 
in their lives."

Staff at member agency 
Youth Guidance, with 
facilities at elementary 
schools near Cabrini Green, 
faced the difficult task of 
helping children at Dantrell’s 
grade school cope with the 
loss of their friend and the 
violence in their lives.

"The kids were angry, 
frustrated and scared," said 
Bill Smart, a social worker 
who manages the Youth 
Guidance effort at Cabrini. 
"They know there have been 
other murders in this area 
but never one of their friends 
in the middle of the day."

Youth Guidance facilitates 
during crisis situations and 
works, in the long term, for 
the children's development. 

"We help them find 
something they enjoy 
doing," said Smart.

All United Way of Chicago 
members that are fighting 
gangs—those noted here and 
many more—are tackling a 
complex, multi-layered 
problem. Their realistic goals 
are to see the mountain, 
understand it and chip away 
at it, not necessarily tear it 
down. ■
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No solution: Carlos Miranda, a Youth Service Project (YSP) program coordinator and 
\ Block Club Federation volunteer, wipes off a graffitied wall on the 4200 block of West 

.Wrightwood that residents have cleaned various times, but that area gang members continue to^ 

gang violence. (EXTRA Photo by Armando'Saleh) "i-
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grader at Stowe Elementary 
School, said she was disappointed

tions. “It’s time for the children to brary moved into a 1,500-square- 
have a library.” foot storefront building at 1330 N.

V:
k?-- ■SV-

(ThicaMBbune Chicago

Sports Final

are taught in school,” Rodriguez 
told the board. “We have been 
promised over and over again that 
we would get a new library in our 
community and we still don’t have 
it”

Nancy Abbate, executive director 
of the Youth Service Project, a 
Humboldt Park social-service agen-

-

3

by the apparent lack of interest by 
city officials to build a new facility. 

“We have no place to go and 
read and no place where we can go 
to learn more about the things we

Acting Library Commissioner Pulaski Rd. next to Walgreens, De­
Robert Remey blamed the delay on poian said.

■’ ?
—’ St. «iU

Humboldt area waits for library
3 years after fire, residents are promised a replacement

created design and site committees 
. Three million 

judgeted for its 
construction, Remey said.

The proposed site is a vacant lot at - 
North Avenue and Troy Street. A ™d 
land-acquisition request was 
forwarded to the City Council in 
October.

“The wheels move slowly, we 
admit,” said board President Cindy 
Pritzker, “but we will do everything 
we can to prod them along.”

Elaine Rodriquez, 12, a 7th

u’ ■ <

By Cheryl W. Thompson
Chicago Public Library officials 

have vowed to speed up plans to 
replace a Humboldt Park-area 
branch library that was destroyed 
in a Christmas Day fire three years 
ago.

After pleas from residents and 
schoolchildren, members of the

the inability to find a suitable loca­
tion. Site selection has been diffi­
cult because the library system is 
no longer building small neighbor­
hood branches ‘like the one that 
was destroyed.

“We, like you, are eager to get 
on the new library,” he told 

--------its. “But the land has been

Abbate said. “We’re just really,
«« /» ..«•«' !r .

Magdalena Martinez, treasurer of go,” he said.
Humboldt Park’s Block Club Fed- ln 1989, the old 6,500-square- 
eration, accused library officials of foot North Pulaski branch fibrary 

nAoloz-t” 1™ ctollJnn tha ___ J  ___ J .a___ 1—,_______

“The ... Humboldt area has suf- quickly spread to the library, ac- 
fered enough,” said Martinez, who cording to librarian Haig Depoian. 
handed board members a stack of After the fire, which destroyed 
completed library card applica- mOst of the 32,000 books, the li-

.• . .i ..

■-.v

going on the’new library"” 
□V..VV.V..KU.VU uiviuuvto vi uiv - residents. “But the land h_____
Chicago Public Library Board 7’ said was baffled by the very difficult to find.” 
agreed Tuesday to forge ahead and three-year delay m building a new After the fire, the community, 
construct the library by mid-1994, library. Cicaivu ugm^u <uid □
~ ... - «jt dQgj not take three years to for the new fibrary.

nd a site and do an assessment,” dollars has been bi
Abbate said. “We’re just really, t
really frustrated.” • “As far as we’re concerned, it’s a

Magdalena Martinez, treasurer of go,” he said.
"umboldt Park’s Block Cub Fed- in 1989. ‘

k   
“child neglect” by stalling on the w^’ dretroyed after”a fire broke Tut 
construction of a new facility. in an upstairs apartment and
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New Mural: Nancy Abbate, Youth Service Project (YSP) director, shows off the mural 
completed by youth volunteers on the walls of a viaduct on Pulaski Road and Wabansia Avenue. 
With her are Aid. Ray Suarez (31st); State Rep. Miguel Santiago; YSP Board President 
Salvador Gonzales; and State Sen. Miguel del Valle.

Nuevo mural: Nancy Abbate, directora de Youth Service Project (YSP), muestra el mural 
creado por los jovenes voluntarios en las paredes del viaducto de Pulaski Road y Wabansia 
Avenue. Con eUa, el concejal Ray Suarez; el Rep. Estatal Miguel Santiago; el presidents de la 
directiva de YSP Salvador Gonzalez; y el Sen. estatal Miguel del Valle.
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aAbandoned Building 
"Hit List" Biblioteca
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irea han estado limitados a una prquefta 
biblioteca de transddn, ubicada en Grand

l;
I-.-I

LibraryL,f
I
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Build our library! ill

LJ<

crowd R.rlhrrcd at ll>o duply tot. I'ailicipanta in 
Itic rally included local liiisinrsscs and

*' < L

u ;n m Alvarez, n 7lh Rt ndrr al I’nblo Casals 
school. 3501 W. I'oluinac s.nrl she uishrs Uteri*

Elw J

K5S

r.

H')vcinmcnl leaders and members of the Block

Sec IJbrnty, pg. 5

.

Avenue cerca de Pulaski Road y la actual 
bilioteca de Humboldt, ubicada en 1626 N. 
California.

II

< f •

ft

I 
was one close Io her house so she could work' 
on her science piojed.

Alvarez stressed Ihr nerd (or shtdeitfs to have 
a place Io ro afler school, in her address Io Ihe

a

•i

111

w

Alvarez ilrslarA la necesidad de quo lop 
ahnnnos Icngan mt higar donile ir Iiioro de In 
escnela, al dirigirse a h genie retmida en cl silio 
vac(o. Ix»s patlici^aitles on cl idly incluyoron a 
Kdcrcs del coincrcio local y del gobjerno as! 
coino mientbtos do Block Chib redeiathm, y 
Youth Service I’rojrcl. qur otgaitizA el evcnlo. 

“Mr idenlifico con Iodo grtrpo quo rtecrsila 
una biblioteca,’’ dice Magdalena Martinez, de

Ver Biliotccn, p6g. 5’
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by Christine Nielsen Crnlg
Slndi'iits troin several Northwest Side schools 

were bused Io (he (nlurc site of a new 
Uninlrol.il Pnrh lilriirry. Nov. 21). Io join lire 
vonririnnity's call lot Ihe library's speedy 
constmclion. •

War.da Alvarez, a <lb prader at Pablo Casals

B
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Block Club Federation. Martinez ha sido 
defensora por mucho tiempo de la 
biblioteca.

“No se puede leer en ninguna parte cerca 
de aqui." dijo John Roeser. de la CAmara de 
Comercio de North Pulaski. "Es diffcil 
cotnbatir las drogaj cuindo no hay un 
lugar para estunular la mente.’ Roeser es 
el dueno de Roeaer s Bakery, 3216 W. 
North Ave.

El Cabildo dio la aprobacidn el met 
pasado al departamento de servicios 
generates para comenzar a negociar el 
precio para la propiedad ubicada en la 
esquina de 3100 W. North Ave. Pero desde 
que se quemd la biblioteca anterior de 
North-Pulaski en 1989. los servicios en el

From pg. 1

Club Federation, and Youth Service 
Project Jch organized.lhe event’JI.. 

“I feel tor any group that needs a library.' 
says Magdalena Martinez, of the Block 
Club Federation. Martinez has been a 
longtime advocate of the new library. 

“You can't go read anywhere around 
here.’ said John Roeser, of the North 
Pulaski Chamber of Commerce. “It’s hard 
to fight drugs when there’s no place to 
develop your mind." Roeser is the owner of 
Roescr's Bakery. 3216 W. North Ave.

City Council Last month gave die general 
services department the grvahead to begin 
negotiating a price for the property, located 
on a comer lol at 3100 W. North Ave But 
since Ihe former North-Pulaski library 
branch burned in 1989. library services in 
the area have been limited to a small 
transitional library located on Grand 
Avenue near Pulaski Road, and the cunent 
Humboldt library, located at 1626 N. 
California.

w
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Coiiuihidad exige acelerar proceso
por Chdslljie Hlelsen Crnlg

Alumnus dr va0ds csrtirlns del srclor 
nmocstr fui’ion llrvados rn nutohus al fuluio
dlio <b* l.i mn vn biblioteca de Humboldt Park.
<1 20 dr Nov.i pnra uuirsc al llnmado
roiiinmkirio pm a .-{rrlrrar In consInicciAti.

W;ind:i Alv;i»«*z. dd 7* giado y dr In rnriirln 
rabbi Casals, 3501 \V. roloinac dijo qur |r
gustaih rpir hidiirra una biliotren mfaerrea dr
su casn pat a It.ibnj.nr rn su pioyrclo de cicncia.
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week to discuss the proposed 
brary with Aid. Luis Gutier

lancy Abbate, executive direc- 
of the Youth Service Project, a

i

LclUllaUCU ut-dlkll OJ1VJ Oliv WWMJ
mittees for the new library, said "It’s true that a library locatedcrowd.

v: 5 .i
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off on a side street that is not visi­
ble will get little use,” she said.

H 4

Monday. November23,1992

Otaso (Tribune
• " Mnndav. November 23.1992

Chicago Tribune, Monday. November 23, 1992 ' Section 2

brary in Humboldt Park?” asked 
Wanda Alvarez, a 7th grader at 
Casals Elementary School, 3501 
W. Potomac Ave.

“We are waiting, and we don’t 
want to wait much longer. We are 
the young people of Humboldt 
Park and don’t want to be known 
as gangbangers, drug dealers or 
criminals.

By Melita Marie Garza
Humboldt Park residents appear 

to be winning their three-year 
battle to get a new library, a cause 
they have fought for since their 
old library was destroyed in a 
1989 fire on Christmas Day.

A vacant lot at North Avenue 
and Troy Street, where 500 area 
students from four schools demon­
strated last week, is a viable site 
for the library, acting Library 
Commissioner Bob Remer said 
Saturday.

Remer said he would meet this

"That’s why we think the North 
and Troy site will be very good.” 

Nam •• ’ ■’
tor l . .
Humboldt Park social-service 
agency that organized the rally, 
said the new library was critical 
for the area and the children who 
attend more than a dozen schools. 

“There are few safe places for 
kids in communities like this,” she 
said. “The library is seen as one of 
those few safe places.” - ■.

"i «

' -'•I1-.- ■ ■' ■ ' 'J -

community, and we care about ___________L, _
learning,” the 11-year-old told the tablisbed design and site com-

week to discuss the proposed li­
brary with Aid. Luis Gutierrez 
(26th), now a congressman-elect, 
and Aid. Ray Suarez (31st), who 
he said proposed the site.

The library can’t come soon 
enough for the children, parents 
and members of the neighborhood 
Block Club Federation. At a dem­
onstration, they prayed and waved 
placards that said: “No politics, 
just books.”

“I am here today to ask one 
simple question. Why, after three 
years, do we still not have a li-

Chicagoland

3 years after fire, Humboldt Park on way to a new library
Other students cheered her on »

chanting: What do we want? A
library! When do we want it?
Nowr

Wanda said she used to go to
the old library at North Avenue
and Pulaski Road at least four
times a week.

Now her mother drives her once
a week to a library in another

. "We are people who live in this neighborhood. t
After the fire, the community es-

the Block Club Federation. A de­
sign has been waiting while the 
community has been wrangling 
with the city over the site, she 
said.

Site selection has been difficult 
because the library system is no 
longer building small neighbor­
hood branches like the one that 
burned, Martinez said. They want­
ed a larger library and it has to be 
built on a main street, accessible 
by bus and with available parking.

:-{•1 <>.4 •
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projects. • ■ L
Among the recipients of the grants were: 

the Illinois Boa^d of Governors of State 
Colleges and Universities—$467,940; the 
Chicago Public -Schools— $542,516; and • 
Youth Service Project—$112,068. . ' •

; Of the grants, $30 million will continue 65 , 
projects started in 1991, and $8 million will 
support 21 new projects.

Under the program, grantees establish 
and demonstrate, effective ways to: identify 
potential dropouts and prevent them from 
leaving school; encourage dropouts to re'- 
enter school; identify and assist at-risk 
students in the elementary and'early 
secondary grades; and collect and report 
data on dropouts to school officials. . ~ •

The awards are authorized by the School 
Dropout Demonstration . Assistance 
Program under the Elementary and . 
Secondary Education Act of 1965.

The U.S. Education Department has 
awarded 86 grants totalling $38 million to 
help reduce tire number of school dropouts. 
An additional $2 million contract was 
awarded to fund the second year of.an 
extensive evaluation of dropout prevention 
projects.

■

BIUNGUALCOMMUNHY NEWSP/jPERS-SPANISH/ENGLISH ■

$38 million to prevent 
high school dropouts

■ i^i
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Noticias Locales/Local News

Piden servicios: A7 miembro de la Federation de Clubes de la Cuadra Tony Murphy 
destaca la necesidad de aceierar inspecciones de edificios en algunas areas durante la 
reunion del distrito 31 en la casa club de Mozart Park el 29 de Sept. (Foto Extra por 
Christine Nielsen Craig)

A .i

by Christine Nielsen Craig

Pnlici' and crime issues were among the 
top concerns at the 31st Ward community 
meeting, Sept. 29. held at the Mozart 
Park fieldhouse. 3840 W. Armitage.

In addition to requests for more 
protection in high crime areas, several 
local residents asked for a meeting oc 
community policing for Districts 14 and 
25. They complained that a regional 
meeting meeting on the issue was 
overtaken by 15th District residents, who 

| came by the busload to protest rumors 
that the Austin station would be 
converted to an auxiliary facility under 
the community policing plan.

"We need another meeting in this area.’’ 

said Margarita Martinez, a member of the 
Block Club Federation. ‘'We are ready for 
community policing, but we need 
information on it"

Martinez also asked that more bilingual 
staff be hired in city offices, to better 
service the Latino community.
This was the second 31st Ward meeting 

sponsored by the Mayor's Office of 
Inquiry and Information.
There were 166 complaints filed during 
the first meeting, held in March. Oi 
those, 11 are major projects and area stfE 
being addressed, according to Bob 
Wysocki, spokesman for the department

To file a complaint or service reques; 
with the city, call the district service 
coordinators office, 747-8621.

T 1

Ii

IF

Ward residents demand new 
community policing meeting

Service request: Block Club Federation member Tony Murphy points to the need for 
building inspection efforts to be stepped up in some areas of the community during the 31st 
Ward meeting at the Mozart Park fieldhouse, Sept. 29. (Extra photo by Christine Nielsen 
Craig)
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located at the underpass located on Pulaski at Wabansla and
Bloomingdale, the mural contains Images of the major” ethnic
groups In the community: Latino, Black and European.
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The writing’s on the wall
As part of the summer employment program at Youth Service 
p^^’a^8 °f Humb0,dt Park w°rked with artists from Chicago 
Public Art Group on a mural titled “It Is Time to Remember/’
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T^QY Agency "SPOLIGHT

Youth Service 
Project, Inc.•*

direct service aione 7 /
wasn't getting at the '" •/ I
direct cause of youth
problems. The Federation has identified problems In 
Humboldt that need attention and is working to help 
address them.

The united community, led by YSP, made a dif­
ference tn 1989 when the North-Pulaski Branch Public 
Library burned, thus depriving local youth of a safe 
and enriching institution. The Library Board serious­
ly considered not reopening the facility. However, 
through the efforts of YSP, a community campaign 
was organized to communicate the importance of the 
library branch in the life of youth. A new facility was 
opened within a year. "We knew the library repre­
sented a safe place for kids away from gangs and 
drug dealers. It was essential that we. as a com­
munity, work to save this important institution in 
Humboldt Park.' Abbate said.

YSP's scholarship program (named by the YSP 
board as the Nancy M. Abbate Scholarship) has al­
ready helped further bond community residents. 
Each year two Humboldt Park teens receive a four- 
year, $20,000 scholarship to the college of their choice. 
A committee of local residents screens and recom­
mends candidates. With such significant financial 
support, the winners are virtually guaranteed a col­
lege education and a successful career.

YSP's staff of 50 is comprised almost entirely of 
Humboldt Park residents. The organization's 
majority/minority board of 15 members oversees an 
organization whose budget has grown to $2 million 
annually.

"True to its beginnings, YSP has been intimately 
linked with the neighborhood." Abbate said. "Com­
munity involvement is critical. We are proud of the 
Impact YSP has had in Humboldt Park and plan for 
continued involvement in the future."

For further information on Youth Service Project, 
call YSP at (312) 772-6270. ♦

\ y.\ The Greater Humboldt
x Park area on Chicago's

northwest side is a com­
munity known through media attention as one with 
an escalating youth gang crime rate, open street drug 
trafficking and a school drop-out rate that reaches 70 
percent for youth.

Since its founding in 1975, Youth Service Project, 
Inc. (YSP) has worked diligently to build a stronger 
Humboldt Park community. The mission of the or­
ganization, in fact, is to strengthen the community by 
helping young people realize their full potential, 
thereby creating more meaningful lives and a healthy 
neighborhood.

Some 3,000 Latino and African-American youth 
ages 12-21 participate each year, according to Nancy 
M. Abbate, founder and executive director of the 
agency. The youth and their families get involved 
through a variety of services including individual sup­
port groups, classes, home visits, individual and 
group counseling, employment training and place­
ment, sports and recreation, anti-gang counseling and 
activities, and community improvement projects.

YSP offers nine bicultural. bilingual programs, 
which take place in community schools, churches, 
libraries and homes. The programs are Teens Adapt­
ing to Parenting (TAP); Substance Abuse Program; 
Neighborhood Response Counseling (NRC); Second 
Chance; ELLA (Enrichment for Latinos Leading to Ad­
vancement); READ (Reading Enables Achievement 
and Direction); Community Organizing; EDY 
(Economic Development for Youth); and Summer 
and After-School Employment and Activities.

Within these programs are specific projects, each of 
which has helped unify and strengthen the area 
through assisting youth. For example, the annual 
mural project, now in its 15th year, provides local 
teens with the opportunity to assist in the creation of 
a major public artwork - a mural - on a building lo­
cated in the area.

The annual Back-to-School Parade in August is an 
outgrowth of YSP's community partnership efforts. 
The parade brings together nearly 1,000 parents, 
youth, and civic and business leaders in an effort to 
drive home the concept that an education is impor­
tant and reinforces existing anti-dropout messages.

YSP was also instrumental in forming the Block 
Club Federation, a grass roots group comprised of 
local residents for whom YSP provides all organizing 
assistance and technical support. YSP became in­
volved in community organizing when it saw that

, 5V/iracf^s are instantaneous, 

tfiey cannot be summand, 

but come of tfenseOves, 

wsuatfy at unbifety moments 

to tfcose wfto least expect tfzem.

-Katherine Anne Porter 
y
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School Gymnasium failed to serve its 
purpose as a forum to discuss 
Community Policing in 
Greater-Humboldt Park area.

The issue was overshadowed by 
1 Sth Police District residents who 
feared the scaling down of their Police 
District Station.

Arrangements are being made to 
meet with Police Superintendent Matt 
Rodriguez to address Community 
Policing and ways to strengthen the 
relationship with the Police. If you 
want to get involved, call the 
Community Organizers from Youth 
Service Project, Inc. at 772-6270.

LA NECESIDAD PARA 
POLICIA COMUNITARIA
Articulo sometido por Magdalena 
Martinez,3200-3300 W. Pierce 
Resilience Block Club

Ayudado por Ani Russell, Chicago 
Alliance for Neighborhood Safety

La misidn de la Federacidn de 
Clubes de Cuadra es bien 
especifica cuando se trata del 
Departamento de Policia de 
Chicago y su trabajo en nuestra 
comunidad. La misidn nos ordena 
buscar los mejores medios 

posibles para mejorar la relacidn entre 
los residentes de nuestra comunidad y 
nuestro Departamento de Policia. 
(zstos son tiempos peligrosos para 
cada persona en nuestras 
comunidades y somos afortunados en 
estar en una posicidn de influir y dar 
direccidn a la reorganizacidn del 
Departamento de Policia de Chicago.

Policia Orientada a la 
Comunidad es la direccidn en la cual 
el Departamento de Policia de 
Chicago se estd dirigiendose. Policia 
Comunitaria promete un vecindario 
mds seguro atravez de una asociacidn 
entre la comunidad, la Policia y otras 
agencias comunitarias trabajando 
juntos para disminuir el crimen en 
nuestro vecindario y mejorar la calidad 
de vida.
• En 1993, la ciudad da su primer 

paso en la direccidn correcta al 
crear 5 distritos prototipos con mas 
y pequefias rondas y equipos de 
rondas responsable para controlar 
el crimen en su drea. El programa 
sera implementado atravez de la 
ciudad en 1994. La Ciudad llama 
este programa una "Estrategia 
Comunitaria.*' £sta propone que: 
"El servicio de policia tiene que ser 
organizado alrededor de las 
comunidades."

• "Asociaciones con las comunida­
des pueden ser eficazes en 
arrestar el crimen."

Continua a la p£g. 3...

THE NEED FOR
COMMUNITY POLICING
by Magdalena Martinez,
3200-3300 W. Pierce Resilience 
Block Club

Assisted by Ani Russell, Chicago 
Alliance for Neighborhood Safety

The mission of the Block Club 
Federation is very specific when it 
relates to the Chicago Police 
Department and their work in our 
community. We are mandated by 
that mission to seek out the best 
possible ways to improve the 
working relationship between the 
residents of our community and our 
Police Department. These are 
dangerous times for everyone in our 
communities and we are fortunate to 
be in a position to influence and give 
direction to the re-organization of the 
Chicago Police Department.

Community-Oriented Policing is 
the direction in which the Chicago 
Police Department seems to be 
heading. Community Policing 
promises safer neighbortioods through 
a partnership between the community, 
the Police and other agencies working 
together to decrease neighborhood 
crime and improve the quality of life.

In 1993, the City is taking a first 
step in the right direction by creating 5 
prototype districts with more and 
smaller beats and beat teams 
responsible for controlling crime in 
their area. The program will be imple­
mented city-wide in 1994. The City 
calls this program a "Neighborhood- 
Based Strategy." It assumes that:
• "Police service should be

organized around neighborhoods."
• "Partnerships with the neighbor­

hoods can be effective in arresting 
crime."
Our position on Community 

Policing is very favorable, as long as 
we the community are involved 
providing solid input into the 
reorganization process. The hearing 
held on Sept. 3, 1992 at Hanson Park

The Block Club Federation 
will be celebrating their 2nd 
Anniversary Party on Satur­
day, December 5, 1992 at 
Mozart Park Cultural Center, 
7pm.

■tw——
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VSP's new Mural at Bloomingdale and 
Pulaski was dedicated on September 19, 
1992. Present to dedicate this symbol of 
community tradition and partnership were 
local officials, youth artists, Chicago Public 
Art Group, YSP Staff and community 
residents.
El Mural de YSP en la Pulaski y 
Bloomgindale fue dedicado en 19 de 
septiembre, 1992. Presente para dedicar 
este simbolo de tradicion e asodadon 
comunal estuvieron oficiales electos locales, 
artistas jovenes, Chicago Public Art Group, 
empleados de YSP y residentes de la 
comunidad.
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...responding to changing youth needs

Maria Neris, NEWSCLIP>arra and Emiree Rivera.

Teenage mothers cook op a cookbook
ehtrr

young mothers on the cookbook was a project totheir energies int?aVooLb^k tSat' HLCi’8Cnhdcr
ofTen. recpcs ln Spanish and Eng- S m°thers as wel1 as otTcr 
hsh The small spiral-bound book d«?Jn8 “mmunication skills, 
International Specialties,” in- w,ritln8 and sales. The

C UueS 5n s,mP,e recipes for dishes 3 S0 worked as interns
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The following news articles are a sample of 
the significant media exposure that has helped 
increase awareness and build a positive image 
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En 1993, la ciudad da su primer 
paso en la direccidn correcta al 
crear 5 distritos prototipos con m^s 
y pequefias rondas y equipos de 
rondas responsable para controlar 
el crimen en su £rea. El programa 
sera implementado atravez de la 
ciudad en 1994. La Ciudad llama 
este programa una "Estrategia 
Comunitaria." £sta propone que: 
"El servicio de policia tiene que ser 
organizado alrededor de las 
comunidades." 
"Asociaciones con las comunida­
des pueden ser eficazes en 
arrestar el crimen."

Continua a la p£g. 3...

YSP's new Mural at Bloomingdale and 
Pulaski was dedicated on September 19, 
1992. Present to dedicate this symbol of 
community tradition and partnership were 
local officials, youth artists, Chicago Public 
Art Group, YSP Staff and community 
residents.
El Mural de YSP en la Pulaski y 
Bloomgindale fu6 dedicado en 19 de 
sepbembre, 1992. Presente para dedicar 
este simbolo de tradicion e asodadon 
comunal estuvieron oficiales electos locales, 
artistas jovenes, Chicago Public Art Group, 
empleados de YSP y residentes de la 
comunidad.

The Block Club Federation 
will be celebrating their 2nd 
Anniversary Party on Satur­
day, December 5, 1992 at 
Mozart Park Cultural Center, 
7pm.

School Gymnasium failed to serve its 
purpose as a forum to discuss 
Community Policing in 
Greater-Humboldt Park area.

The issue was overshadowed by 
15th Police District residents who 
feared the scaling down of their Police 
District Station.

Arrangements are being made to 
meet with Police Superintendent Matt 
Rodriguez to address Community 
Policing and ways to strengthen the 
relationship with the Police. If you 
want to get involved, call the 
Community Organizers from Youth 
Service Project, Inc. at 772-6270.

LA NECESIDAD PARA 
POLICIA COMUNITARIA
Articulo sometido por Magdalena 
Martinez,3200-3300 W. Pierce 
Resilience Block Club

Ayudado por Ani Russell, Chicago 
Alliance for Neighborhood Safety

La misidn de la Federacidn de
Clubes de Cuadra es bien 
especifica cuando se trata del 
Departamento de Policia de 
Chicago y su trabajo en nuestra 
comunidad. La misidn nos ordena 
buscar los mejores medios 

posibles para mejorar la relacidn entre 
los residentes de nuestra comunidad y 
nuestro Departamento de Policia. 
Ezstos son tiempos peligrosos para 
cada persona en nuestras 
comunidades y somos afortunados en 
estar en una posicidn de influir y dar 
direccidn a la reorganizacidn del 
Departamento de Policia de Chicago.

Policia Orientada a la 
Comunidad es la direccidn en la cual 
el Departamento de Policia de 
Chicago se esta dirigiendose. Policia 
Comunitaria promete un vecindario 
m^s seguro atravez de una asociacion 
entre la comunidad, la Policia y otras 
agendas comunitarias trabajando 
juntos para disminuir el crimen en 
nuestro vecindario y mejorar la calidad 
de vida.
•

THE NEED FOR
COMMUNITY POLICING
by Magdalena Martinez,
3200-3300 W. Pierce Resilience 
Block Club

Assisted by Ani Russell, Chicago 
Alliance for Neighborhood Safety

The mission of the Block Club 
Federation is very specific when it 
relates to the Chicago Police 
Department and their work in our 
community. We are mandated by 
that mission to seek out the best 
possible ways to improve the 
working relationship between the 
residents of our community and our 
Police Department. These are 
dangerous times for everyone in our 
communities and we are fortunate to 
be in a position to influence and give 
direction to the re-organization of the 
Chicago Police Department.

Community-Oriented Policing is 
the direction in which the Chicago 
Police Department seems to be 
heading. Community Policing 
promises safer neighborhoods through 
a partnership between the community, 
the Police and other agencies working 
together to decrease neighborhood 
crime and improve the quality of life.

In 1993, the City is taking a first 
step in the right direction by creating 5 
prototype districts with more and 
smaller beats and beat teams 
responsible for controlling crime in 
their area. The program will be imple­
mented city-wide in 1994. The City 
calls this program a "Neighborhood- 
Based Strategy." It assumes that:
• "Police service should be

organized around neighborhoods."
• "Partnerships with the neighbor­

hoods can be effective in arresting 
crime."
Our position on Community 

Policing is very favorable, as long as 
we the community are involved 
providing solid input into the 
reorganization process. The hearing 
held on Sept. 3, 1992 at Hanson Park
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