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Inauguration of the 1992-93 DC Service Corps: On behalf of the
DC Service Corps, Keith Canty extended an invitation to the
inauguration ceremony of the new corps on Monday September
21, 1992 at Freedom Plaza, Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, at

8:30 am. One hundred new corpsmembers will be inducted.

Legislative Update

A.

NCSA Technical Amendments Package: Frank Slobig
announced that the Technical Amendments package to the
National and Community Service Act that passed in the Senate
will probably pass in the House today, or early next week. After
passing, the bill should will go to conference and later to the
President for his signature. [It has since passed and is pending
signature by the President. A copy is included.]

Boren Bill: The latest version of the Boren Bill was recently
drafted and made available to the Group at the meeting. If the
bill moves forward in its updated form, $150 million would be
appropriated out of the defense budget to support two new
programs and provide additional funds for NCSA authorized
programs.

The first program is the development of a one-year National
Guard Civilian Youth Opportunities pilot program. This
government operated program would receive $50 million and
would seek to determine whether life skills and employment
potential of civilian youths can be improved through military
based training, and whether it is feasible and cost effective for the
National Guard to provide such training to youth for these
purposes.

The second program is the establishment of a Civilian
Community Corps Demonstration Program, which is comprised
of two sub-programs, a Summer National Service Program and
a year-round National Service Program. Both programs would
be residential. The purposes of the Demonstration Program are
to determine whether residential service programs administered
by the Federal Government can significantly increase support for
National Service, whether such programs can expand
opportunities for youth to serve and increase their skills and
understanding of civic responsibility, and whether members or
former members of the armed forces can provide guidance and
training in such programs to provide meaningful service. The
demonstration project would also receive $50 million.



The last $50 million would be directed through a subsection to
"other national and community service programs" through the
Commission on National and Community Service for activities
carried out under the subtitles of the National and Community
Service Act. The purpose of this subsection is to "increase the
ability of the Commission on National and Community Service
to expand non-residential programs that perform worthwhile
urban and rural community projects that assist in the economic
transition of localities affected by the Department of Defense
conversion."” Special consideration would be given to programs
which use military facilities and personnel leaving the military.
The Commission is to coordinate this function with the
National Guard Civilian Youth Opportunities Program and the
Civilian Community Corps Demonstration Program.

The future of the bill depends on the imminent debate on the
Defense re-authorization bill which will come up in the Senate
within the next week to 10 days. The hope is to "sneak" the
amendments through in a late session. The future of the bill is
unknown and unpredictable. It has yet to be seen whether or
not the Office of Management and Budget will determine this
bill as a legitimate cross-over expenditure of defense funds.

A short discussion followed, regarding what the bill means to
the youth service field. Some members feel uneasy about it and
are not sure how to view this initiative. Is it a welcomed new
source of support for youth service, or an example of "big"
government taking over programming, and a distortion of what
the field is trying to accomplish due to the encroaching position
of and possible administration by the military?

It was noted that the bill has gone through three versions in
terms of who the administrative entity would be. At first it was
to be administered by the Department of Commerce, then the
Department of Labor, now it falls under the Commission on
National and Community Service. It was also noted that strong
language such as "the military 'shall' and 'will™ has been
changed to "the military 'may' to soften military control. If the
bill passes, however, displaced and retired military personnel
will be given priority in hiring for positions in the
administration of these proposed new programs. An alternate
view was also expressed that the DOD probably wouldn’t want to
take on the burden and risk of running and administering these
programs unless it is seen and used primarily as a leeway for the
placement of military personnel.









and Independent Agencies Subcommittee where $25 million has been
set aside for YouthBuild on the Senate side. On the House side,
YouthBuild has no appropriations champion, and finds itself in the
same position it was in before. There is authorization committee
support in the House, but no appropriations support. In the Senate, it's
the opposite situation. Recently, Senator Don Riegle (D-MI) put
YouthBuild in the Urban Aid package asking for $15 million.
Combined with the $25 million in the Act, YouthBuild has $40 million
in potential funding.

According to Dorothy, the $40 million would be a sufficient amount of
money to meet the expanding needs of YouthBuild. Right now there
are 200 communities interested in developing YouthBuild programs.
By October 15th, 85 will have already attended seminars on how to
begin operation.

Four representatives of YouthBuild programs came to the meeting to
talk about their experiences. Each described their individual programs
and what they felt they gained most from the program. They also
recounted stories and explained the importance of the program to the
communities they serve and the participants themselves. For Steve
Johnson from New York, "everyone needs another chance to redeem
themselves and step up to show society that they can”, YouthBuild
allows this to happen. Nigeria Johnson of Boston felt that YouthBuild
really changed her perspective on life, "Before I wanted to get a good
job, take my money and leave the city. Now I want to stay and give
something back.” Craig Burton from St. Louis had a message for
Congress: "If you give us a chance, we'll rise to the occasion and get the
job done." "I was looking for a way out", said Carl Orin of Gary, IN,
when describing his previous lifestyle, "When I got to YouthBuild I
found other people who were just like me."

The issue of diversity within programs arose when the question was
posed whether or not any of the programs from which these four
individuals came received funding under subtitle C of the National
and Community Service Act. All applied for funds, but so far, none
has received funding. YouthBuild was part of the Massachusetts
application for Subtitle D funds along with City Year, but was not
funded. It was suggested that part of the reason for the lack of funding
was because the programs were not sufficiently diverse, and

primarily included participants with similar economic backgrounds
who were from the same neighborhood. This prompted a larger
discussion about the issue of diversity. It was also noted that
YouthBuild Boston still may receive Subtitle C funding for FY'92 from
the Act under the Massachusetts state plan, as sub-grantee allocations
have not been completed yet.



On the topic of diversity, some in the Group felt that it was important
to stress that diversity doesn't only mean diversity of color, but also
diversity of the kinds of programs available to youth. Shirley Sagawa
pointed out that the Act was specifically designed to keep diversity

out of the requirements, to allow for a diversity of programs and to
prevent the exclusion of programs that are working towards ethnic
diversity but have not yet achieved it. It was also stressed by a few that
there should not be the assumption that because a group of people are
of the same color, there is automatically a lack of diversity. There are
many ways a group can be diverse aside from color.

Working Group Candidates' Statement

Sue Armsby introduced a second draft of a Working Group Position
Statement for the '92 Elections. A first draft of the statement was
distributed to all members prior to the meeting for suggestions. The
idea of developing a position statement was brought up at the last
meeting with the purpose of clarifying youth service issues and
priorities for all congressional candidates.

Sue opened by stating that the task at hand is two-fold: Coming to
agreement on what the pre-election strategy and activity should be, and
deciding what to do after the elections are over. Initially, the plan was
to send the statement to all the congressional and senatorial candidates
along with a cover letter asking for their support and endorsement. A
new possibility was discussed to ask two governors, two
representatives, and two senators (preferably one from each party) to
sign their name to the statement to send with a letter asking their
colleagues to endorse the statement as well. The statement would also
be sent to other representatives in the youth service field outside of the
Working Group for endorsement.

Discussion quickly ensued over specific wording and substantive
questions. Shirley Sagawa was concerned that Corps were not
mentioned equally with K-12 school programs. She felt a balance
needed to be struck between civic education and corps programs. She
also felt that the National and Community Service Act needed to be
more specifically mentioned along with some background information
explaining what it is. Frank mentioned that a Commission fact sheet
would be included with the statement and cover letter for that purpose.

It was suggested that the language be more direct about what the
Working Group is asking legislators to do, and to direct the statement
to the group being asked for the endorsement. Others suggestions
included adding to the purpose the development of "productive
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workers" to tie the statement to economic regeneration, and to stress
the creation of youth opportunities which may be crucial to achieving
reauthorization. In talking about youth service as a solution to
community problems, it was also suggested that urban poverty be
listed. A brief discussion also developed around the definition of
'youth'. The question was raised if youth should be defined by age (5-
25) or by life stage (preschool through college), due to the increase in
non-traditional age students enrolled in higher education, or whether
no definition should be given at all. The decision remained to leave
the definition ambiguous to avoid exclusion.

The issue of diversity was also brought up in relation to the candidates'
statement. It was stressed that diversity can be achieved in a variety of
ways. The Group concluded that a balance must be struck between
emphasizing internal diversity as an ideal, and forcing diversity as a
requirement, to avoid excluding quality programs that do not have
racial diversity. Other types of diversity must also be considered as
multiple program models are needed in every city to provide a variety
of opportunities for young people.

To address the question "what to do after the elections?" it was decided
that it will be necessary to seize the opportunity of the upcoming
elections to develop a strategy to gain new allies on the Hill from the
pool of freshmen members that are expected to take office. With
programs like the DC Service Corps right in the back yard of Capitol
Hill, there should be no reason why members should not be aware of
the importance and strength of organized youth service. This kind of
support is desperately needed in the House, which has been historically
bereft of support for youth service. Kathleen Selz mentioned that
Representatives Charles Rangle (D-NY) and Maxine Waters (D-CA)
were prime ally targets as they are already interested in having youth
corps in urban enterprise zones. The strategy will be further developed
and discussed at future meetings.

Update on NCSA Reauthorization Strategy

Shirley Sagawa furthered the discussion from the last meeting
regarding the reauthorization strategy for the National and
Community Service Act. As previously mentioned, the Act expires on
September 30, 1993. In the course of the next year, Congress will
determine the fate of the legislation and decide whether or not to
extend or revise the Act. Because of the importance of this piece of
legislation to the field as a whole, the need to create a broad coalition

to work solely on developing support for reauthorization was seen.
Thus the National and Community Service Act Coalition was formed.



The goal of the Coalition is to develop policy recommendations for
reauthorization and to provide regular information to interested
organizations willing to advocate on behalf of the Act's continuation
(see coalition handout). The Coalition will be coordinated by the
National Women's Law Center, and will initially hold a series of
meetings in Washington D.C. The first meeting will be held on
September 22 at 3:00 p.m. at the National Women's Law Center, 1616 P
Street, NW, 7th Floor. Because the Coalition lacks funding, regional
meetings are not an option at this time. The coalition will, however,
develop a field strategy and seek support for it. To cover basic mailing
costs, interested members are being asked to donate a minimum of $25.
However, if the donation would pose a hardship for anyone, the
contribution may be waived. Because meetings will have to be held
in Washington D.C., another aim of the Coalition is to provide
alternate forms of communication for those members not located in
the D.C. metropolitan area. Conducting conference calls is one
possibility that is being explored. It is the hope that national
organizations will play a leading role with their constituencies to "get
the word out” and raise support for this initiative by serving as
communication "centers". Another hope is that national
organizations will use their networks to help disseminate information
about the Coalition.

Shirley asked everyone interested in being members of the Coalition to
list their organizational priorities and recommendations regarding
reauthorization to enable the Coalition to build its operating principles.
A copy of the recommendations from the Council of Chief State
School Officers was passed out as an example (see attached).

To assist with the staff work for the Coalition, Shirley distributed a flyer
for an internship opportunity (see attached). The internship would be
unpaid, however the work would be substantive. If anyone knows of
someone who would be interested in the internship, please contact
Shirley.

The discussion concerning the coalition led to smaller deliberations
about specific issues surrounding reauthorization. The question:
"how much money can the field spend well?" was raised as an
essential issue to discuss. The Group concluded that in order to
leverage a higher level of funding and to gain reauthorization, the
field has to illustrate its ability to absorb current funding and produce
programmatic results. The figure that is asked for in reauthorization
will have to be realistic and justified. Joe Madison reminded the
Group that there is already information in the states about what the
needs of the field are. Every state has records of what individual






WORKING GROUP ON YOUTH SERVICE POLICY

American Jewish Committee

B'nai B'rith Youth Organization

Campus Compact

Campus Outreach Opportunity League
Children's Defense Fund

City Volunteer Corps

City Year

Close Up Foundation

Community Service Network of New Hampshire
Constitutional Rights Foundation

Council of Chief State School Officers
Council of Great City Schools

DC Service Corps

Generations United

Georgetown University Center for Voluntary and Public Service
Girl Scouts of the USA

Maryland Student Service Alliance

Massachusetts Youth Service Alliance

National Association for Public Interest Law

National Association of Secondary School Principals
National Association of Service and Conservation Corps
National Center for Service Learning in Early Adolescence
National Collaboration for Youth

National Crime Prevention Council

National Governors' Association

National Service Secretariat

National Society for Experiential Education

National Women's Law Center

National Youth Leadership Council

PennServe

People for the American Way

Public/Private Ventures

Thomas Jefferson Forum

United States Student Association

United Way of America

U.S. Department of Agriculture Extension 4-H

William T. Grant Foundation Commission on Youth and
America's Future

YMCA of the USA

Youth Service America

YouthBuild U.S.A

Additional Key Organizations:

The Commission on National and Community Service
The White House Office of National Service
The Points of Light Foundation



Working Group Position Statement for 1992 Elections

With the steadily increasing momentum of the youth service movement coupled
with an increased number of federal initiatives promoting youth service, Youth
Service America’s Working Group on Youth Service Policy developed a set of guiding
principles for America’s national leaders. The Working Group considers these
essential to preserving the vitality and integrity of the youth service movement. We,
representatives of forty organizations with a deep interest in youth service, are
unanimous in supporting these views. We urge your endorsement.

WORKING GROUP ON YOUTH SERVICE POLICY

e American Jewish Committee ¢ B'nai B'rith Youth Organization ¢ Campus Compact
e Campus Outreach Opportunity League ¢ Children's Defense Fund ¢ City Volunteer
Corps ¢ City Year ¢ Close Up Foundation ¢ Community Service Network of New
Hampshire ¢ Constitutional Rights Foundation ¢ Council of Chief State School
Officers * Council of Great City Schools ¢ DC Service Corps ® Generations United
Georgetown University Center for Voluntary and Public Service ¢ Girl Scouts of the
USA e Maryland Student Service Alliance * Massachusetts Youth Service Alliance ¢
National Association for Public Interest Law ¢ National Association of Secondary
School Principals ¢ National Association of Service and Conservation Corps ¢
National Center for Service Learning in Early Adolescence ¢ National Collaboration
for Youth ¢ National Crime Prevention Council * National Governors' Association
National Service Secretariat ® National Society for Experiential Education ¢ National
Women's Law Center ¢ National Youth Leadership Council ¢ PennServe ¢ People
For the American Way e Public/Private Ventures ¢ Thomas Jefferson Forum e
United States Student Association ¢ United Way of America ¢ U.S. Department of
Agriculture Extension 4-H ¢ William T. Grant Foundation Commission on Youth
and America's Future ¢ YMCA of the USA ¢ Youth Service America ¢ YouthBuild
LS A e

Community service is a vital American tradition. Youth service is an ideal
embodying the best of American values. These include a concern for others, active
contributions by the individual to the life of the community, and working together as
partners to meet major social challenges in American society.

Youth service seeks to provide service opportunities for young people from
different backgrounds for common purposes. It changes the way society views young
people and how young people view their responsibilities to society.

Youth service offers a powerful and alternative way to teach the experience of
civic involvement and civic responsibility. It is integral to education in a democracy
and to realizing the full potential of human development. The ethic of service
nurtures a sense of social responsibility and a belief that an individual can make a
difference.






. Traditional youth serving organizations should be encouraged to
develop or to strengthen program components that enable
participants to be resources for change in the community.

. Colleges and universities should promote the well-rounded
development of students and contribute to community
betterment by having stable, strong campus-based service
programs.

. Communities, large and small, urban, rural and suburban, should
provide opportunities for full-time year-round or summer youth service
corps in which young people of diverse backgrounds contribute to others
intensive service experiences.

. Appropriate incentives and rewards, such as public recognition,
school and college credits, scholarships or stipends should be
given to encourage the participation of young people and to
emphasize the value our society places upon the ethic of service.

Engaging in active, positive service connects youth to their communities.
Creating opportunities for young people to serve sends a message to them that they
are needed. Allowing young people to use their idealism, skills and energy to meet
community needs and be responsible, active participants in society, challenges them to
discover the untapped resources within themselves. When young people are not
educated about their civic role in our society, we encourage their dependence and
undermine their ability to find self-empowerment.

Leadership from the public and private sectors of America has a profound effect
on the ability of youth service organizations to carry out their mission. With
sustained national leadership and support, existing programs will be expanded, new
programs will be initiated, and more youth will be enabled to serve. We therefore
urge national leaders to utilize their leadership roles to:

v Advocate, promote and honor youth service.

. Enlist the strengths and capabilities of existing youth service
organizations to build upon current national, state and local efforts to
expand the number of opportunities for young people to serve.

. Promote a wide diversity of youth service, including school
based programs, community/city based programs, campus-based
programs, corps programs, and statewide and federal programs.

. Ensure that youth from all segments of society have access to
part-time and full-time youth service programs.

. Encourage a variety of vehicles for service, including schools,
city and county governments, states, non-profit organizations,
public/private partnerships, and national and federal programs.

Young people can make substantial contributions to America's civic life. They
need and deserve a significant role in our society. National youth service can give
them this role.
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DRAFT

Proposed Working Group Operations Plan

PURPOSE: YSA's Working Group on Youth Service Policy is a policy and
planning group which assists with the development of national, state, and
local policy, and promotes program expansion strategies for the field.
Comprised of thirty seven leading organizations in the youth service field the
Working Group provides a collective voice to policy makers inside and
outside of government.

OBJECTIVES:

. Convene a non-partisan forum on a regular basis of key
members of the youth service field across the streams of service.

. Monitor and inform national youth service policy.

. Assist the development of state and local youth service policy.

. Promote youth service to the general public through its
activities.

To achieve these objectives and improve the effectiveness of the Working
Group, the Group will operate through six subcommittees or task forces. Each
group will focus on its own set of issues and will report to the Group at
meetings. They will be organized as follows:

1) Oversight Committee: (Sam Halperin, chair) This subcommittee will
monitor Working Group activities and make recommendations to
YSA of the Group regarding potential changes. It will focus on
membership expansion, potential funding for the field, and agenda
setting. It will also monitor the field to make sure that the Group
keeps in step with movements in the field and remains proactive.

2) Task force for the reauthorization of the National and Community
Service Act: (Shirley Sagawa, chair) This subcommittee will identify
key issues, develop a position paper, and mobilize the field in support
of reauthorization. The group will also develop a strategy for
dissemination of ideas and grassroots organizing.












National and
Community
Service Act

Coalition

1616 P St. NW
Suite 100
Washington, DC
20036

(202) 328-5160
(202) 328-5137
(fax)

Join the National and Community Service Act Coalition

As you may know, the National and Community Service Act, which
provides funding for a wide range of service programs, expires on September
30, 1993. Over the next year, Congress will consider extending and revising
the legislation.

The goal of the Coalition is to develop policy recommendations for the
reauthorization and to provide regular information to interested organizations
willing to advocate on behalf of the Act’s continuation. Coalition activities will
include:

L Creating an effective advocacy force for extension of the
legislation;

L Gathering information for policy development from Coalition
members;

L Drafting a policy agenda for reauthorization to be provided to

Congress and the Commission on National and Community Service;
. Communicating with Coalition members; and

. Providing technical assistance to policymakers involved in the
reauthorization process.

The Coalition will work closely with the Youth Service America
Working Group, Campus Compact, COOL, NASCC, the Service-Leamning
Education Reform Policy Group, and other organizations that have taken
leadership positions in the field. Participation in the Coalition does not, of
course, preclude any group from pursuing its own reauthorization agenda, or
commit the organization to supporting the final recommendations of the
Coalition. Your participation would, however, help demonstrate broad support
for continued federal funding for service programs.

To join, complete the form on page two and return it to Shirley Sagawa,
Coalition chair, at the address below. Coalition members are asked to
contribute a minimum of $25 to cover the cost of mailings throughout the year.
If this would pose a hardship, the contribution may be waived -- make a note
on the form. (Make checks payable to the "National Women’s Law Center"
and note "national service" in the memo section.)

Your participation will help ensure continued funding for service
programs across the nation -- sign up today!



o Yes, I would like to be a member of the National and Community Service Act Coalition.
Please list my organization as follows:

o No, I am unable to join at this time.

Contact person:

Address:

Phone: Fax:
Name of Congressional Representative:

Type of organization:

o K-12 school-based service program O State lead agency
o School-age community-based service o Local government
program o Non-profit community-based
o Higher education service program organization
o Youth Corps o National non-profit organization
O Other service program o Membership organization
o Other

If your organization applied for funds under the National and Community Service Act,
please check all that apply:

Applied for Received
Serve-America 0 O
Higher Education ] a
Youth Corps o o
Subtitle D o o
Discretionary Funds o a
Are you a member of:
o YSA Working Group O Service-Leaming Education Reform
o Campus Compact Policy Group
a COOL o Other membership organization
o NASCC (Please specify )

Please return to Shirley Sagawa, c/o National Women’s Law Center, 1616 P Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20036 (202) 328-5137 (Fax)



Nariona, Women's Law Center

Internship Available

To Staff National and Community Service Act Coalition

The National and Community Service Act Coalition is a group of organizations supportive of
the National and Community Service Act, including Youth Service America, the National
Association of Service and Conservation Corps, Campus Compact, and People for the American
Way. The National and Community Service Act provides funding for school- and campus-based
service programs, youth corps, and model national service programs through which adults age
17 and older provide full-time or part-time service in exchange for educational scholarships.
The Coalition works to develop policy positions on the Act and coordinates a grassroots
advocacy strategy to support the Act’s extension and funding.

Coalition interns would be given substantial responsibility and would work closely with the
Coalition Chair in carrying out all aspects of the Coalition’s work, including developing policy
positions by communicating with member organizations; attending Coalition meetings; planning
and implementing the grassroots advocacy strategy; and meeting with Congressional staff.
Applicants should be organized, interested in public policy, and supportive of federal programs
to support youth service.

The Coalition is coordinated by the National Women’s Law Center, a non-profit legal
organization dedicated to advancing women’s legal rights. Intemns for the Coalition would be
housed at the Center, located at 1616 P Street, NW. Funding for interns is not available at this
time. Fall or Spring semester students are welcome, although preference would be given to
interns who are available for both semesters. Minimum commitment: 20 hours per week.

For more information, contact Shirley Sagawa, Coalition Chair and Senior Counsel, National

Women'’s Law Center, (202) 328-5160. To apply, send a resume, writing sample, and cover
letter to the National Women's Law Center, 1616 P Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036.

1616 P Street, NW < Suite 100 « Washington, DC 20036 < (202) 328-5160
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To: Shirley Sagawa
Frank Slobig
From: Barbara Gomez
CCSSO
Re: Reauthorization Recommendations
Date: September 10, 1992

Attached are the CCSSO recommendations for the National and Comumunity Service Act
reauthorization. As I mentioned to you, the state Federal Liaison Representatives’

(FLRs) steering committee approved the recemmendations yesterday. States represented
on the steering conunittee are: ND, GA, PA, CA, MD, 1A, WA, FL, MI, NY, NC, UT, IN,

Presldent WERNER ROGERS Ceargia Sucenniendeat ol Schocts o Peestdent Elect BILL HONIC Catforna Ruprantenuen €8 Aublic instacunn @ Vice Presiden

HERDLRT J GAOVER, Waesaun Supennteadent of Public lastiaction o Ditectons KOBERT F, BARTMAN Mitiousn Contmescrer of Educanan o BETTY

CASTOR DNlonda Comrusnaner of Favcauon & H OEAN EVANS Indiana Supenntendear of Publi ttaruston ¢ A GEAN L LYPLEY Jewna Diccior of

Fauisunn ¢ ALAN MORGAN, Now Mevws Supcantendent o) Publie tustruction © FUGENE T PASLOV Nevady Sepenirendent wl Public 1t coon
Executive Dhrector GORDOON M AMRACH



v

Recommendations for the Natlonal and Comwmnunity Service Act

Strengthen the provision for the SEA administration of the Subtitle B. Part 1, Serve
America (School-Age Community Service and Service Learning) by specifically, stating that
Serve America grants will be administered by the SEA.

Increase the percentage of funds earmarked for K-12 service learning {rom 60% of a state
grant ta 75%.

it {ldin

Require all states to engage in capacity building activities. Earmark funds from all state
Serve America grants for state intraagency and interagency service learning training.
Require SEAS to use up to 5% of their program funds for this activity.

~valuatio Research
Provide funds for research on K-12 service learning. OERI in consultation with experts in

the field to develop a research agenda 10 be funded by Commission and administered
through OERI.

Program Admipistration

Place greater priority on activities aimed at teacher training - in-service and preservice.
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the
president sent a budget to Con-
gress last year proposing no

2} funding, but a House subcom-
mittee has recommended cutting
' the commission’s budget by half,
The Seaate bas not yet acted.
"' Scott Hodge, a federal budget
' analyst for the coaservative Herl-
tage Foundation, sald the govern-
ment should ‘concentrate on Im-
rrovlng the educational system If
t waaots to make young people
more employable.
“Clearing brush In a pubilc
ark hardly quallfles as high-
r-vel skilis that are’ translatable .
to the private sector,” he sald.

'Congressional proposal

Democratic Sen. Harris Wol-

‘outspoken champion of youth ser-
‘vice, wants the federal govero-
meant to do more.. 1

“Structured . Work —  with
pro!ecu. ‘with goals —- that
ﬁ u're proud of whea you're flo- !

hed. Thesa things can have a.
,(nns(ormlng effect on young
;people,” Wolford sald. “For the :

flrst time lo their lives — unless |
they found It In a gang “— they
wouid dlscover what esprit - de
corps was.”,

A blil pending. In the House l
and Senate would resusrect Presi-

dent Frankln Delano Roosevelt's
Clvillan Conservation Corps for ,
dlsadvantaged young people, lnd
the Works Progress Administra-
tlon for welfare reciplents.

... The measure would create ;.

+two fedenal youth corps,' giving
dgh school students and young

Its scholarships or. wh ln Te-
" turn for service.. .

4--Also, & mew. Communlty~
*Works Progress ‘Adminlstration .
would, tequlre nesrly-all able-

{odled” welfare reciplents, except”
.women with small children..to

take public works or, public ser<:
viee jobs, -

t- Wofford ‘and Re ublican Sen. |
Arlen Specter of-Pennsylvania
are co-sponsors of a :bill that
would overhaul a wellare system
currently aidlog 13.6 milllion
Americans at a cost to states and
the federal government of niore
than $63 biillon annually. |

Sen. David Boren, an Oklaho- '
ma Democrat who Introduced the

hill, hopes to begin the pro
lelh .demoastration ,pro]ec
(three or four states.-

i . Boren's ‘proposal’ evoke:
iSAVelt s belle! that welfare
.seats. “a' narcotic, 'a ‘sub:
,moyer of the human ‘spirit
.-~ Durlng the eight. yur
.WPA was In existence in th.
1930s and carly '40s, 8 m
.WPA workers bullt more
+ 650,000 miles of roads, higii
and sidewalks, 125,000
bulldlngs. 124,000 brldge
8,000 parks. -

Durlng the 11 years o
Clvilian Conservation Corps
program hired more than
lion youths, plaoted more
200 milllon trees and helpe:
ate more thaa 65,000 acr
natlonal refuge.





















S.3175—5

SEC. 11. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 501(aX1) (42 U.S.C. 12681(a)1)) is
amended to read as follows:
“(1) TITLE 1.—
“(A) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out subtitles B, C, D, E, and F of title
I, $102,000,000 for fiscal year 1993.
“(B) SUBTITLE G.—There are authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out subtitle G of title I, $3,000,000 for
fiscal year 1993.".
(b) EARMARKS.—Section 501(a)2) (42 U.S.C. 12681(aX2)) is
amended—
(1) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A), by striking
“paragraph (1)” and inserting “paragraph (1XA)";
(2) by striking subparagraph (A);
(3) by striking “and” at the end of subparagraph (C);
(4) by striking the period at the end of subparagraph (D)
and inserting a semicolon;
(5) by redesignating subparagraphs (B), (C), and (D) as
subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C), respectively; and
(6) by adding at the end the followinE new subparagraph:
“(D) any remaining funds may be expended for any
s activity authorized in title I.”.

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Vice President of the United States and
President of the Senate.
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Public Service for Students?

I applaud the decision by Mary-
land’s State Board of Education to
include community service in the
high school curriculum [“Md. Man-
dates Public Service by Students,”
front page, July 30). Through this
action the state has an opportunity
to becomes a model for the nation.

Community service can help stu-
dents relate the lessons of the
classroom to the realities of life.
Medical schools, law schools, busi-
ness schools and technical schools
know that theory is best under-
stood when put. into practice.
That's why they increasingly in-
volve their students early in field-
work and clinical activities. Teen-
agers, who often view school as
irrelevant, urgently need such ex-
perience too.

Community service also can help
students find meaning and greater
purpose for their lives. Today’s
young people are not overworked.
More often, they are adrift and
disengaged. Many feel unneeded at
the very time they are trying to
discover who they are and where
they fit.

Several years ago the Carnegie
Foundation surveyed 5,000 fifth-
and eighth-graders. Sixty percent
said, “I often wish I had more
things to do.” Asking students to
complete 75 hours of community
service during their high school
years does not appear to be a
particularly weighty obligation.
Martin Luther King Jr. said, “Ev-
eryone can be great because every-
one can serve.” I'm convinced the
nation's youth are ready for a larg-
er vision.

Finally, community service can
contribute to the building of a na-
tion. If schools are to promote good
citizenship, it's foolish to expect
high school graduates suddenly to
become civically engaged if for 12
years we've encouraged them to
get but not to give. Nancy S. Gras-
mick, Maryland’s superintendent of

schools, got it right when she sug-
gested that if students take some-
thing from a community they
should be taught to give something
back.

It seems especially inappropriate
to reject community service be-
cause it is “not voluntary.” Schools
are not centers of volunteerism.
They are places where our children
are asked—required—to complete
programs- that prepare them for
life: economically, civically and
morally. A service requirement is
as justified as a requirement in
math or science or physical educa-
tion if it helps contribute to these
essential ends. :

If it is to succeed, however, com-
munity service must be viewed not
as a bureaucratic burden but as an
exciting challenge. Service seg-
ments should- be linked to formal
learning. Students should be ac-
tively involved in planning the pro-
gram and be expected to reflect on
the experience. We honor athletic
heroes. So why not have service
recognition days in schools, helping
students understand that to be tru-
ly human, one must serve?

In taking this bold, creative step
the Maryland Board of Education is
responding to an inspired vision,
one that will strengthen education,
enrich the lives of students and
contribute to the building of a bet-
ter world.

ERNEST L. BOYER

President
The Carnegie Foundation
For the Advancement of Teaching

Princeton, NJ.
e

Webster's Dictionary defines
“moron” as “a very stupid person.”
Webster’s also defines “oxymoron”
as “a combination of contradictory
or incongruous words.” Certainly
“mandated volunteerism” falls into
the category of oxymoron. I am, of
course, responding to The Post's
article about Maryland requiring

75 hours of volunteer.service for a
high school diploma.

I support pro-bono work of all
kinds. Everyone should be encour-
aged to support their communities,
but mandating this would be count-
er to all of our basic freedoms.

It doesn't surprise me that this
idea started in Maryland. The citi-
zens of Maryland are already over-
taxed. Now that our wallets are
empty, the state fathers are after
our time as well.

ERNEST H. WOODZELLE
Odenton

[ ]

I have a proposal for Maryland
Gov. Schaefer:

In order to to serve as an utmost
example of community service and
as a gesture of his respect and
solidarity with the secondary stu-
dents of Maryland, would he, state
School Superintendent Nancy
Grasmick and each member of the
Maryland State Board of Education
voluntarily work 75 hours without
pay each year, beginning with the
next fiscal year? Aside from the
obvious character-building effect it
would have on all concerned, this
would also serve as a means to help
offset some school district budget
cuts made by the state Department
of Education and would truly epito-
mize Nancy Grasnick’s feelings of
“giving back to the community”
what we take from it.

PATRICE M. MOLNAR
Olney

]

The 13th Amendment says that
neither slavery “nor involuntary
servitude, except as a punishment
for a crime whereof the party shall
have been duly convicted, shall ex-
ist within the United States.” Com-
munity service for convicts is thus
perfectly constitutional. “Involun-
tary” community “servitude” for
students is blatantly violative of the
13th Amendment.

THEODORE H. FIDDLEMAN
Arlington
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Michael Brown
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1025 Connecticut Ave, NW Suite 309
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National Assembly

1319 F. St, NW Suite 600
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