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February 3, 1993

Eli J. Segal 
Ulrector 
Office of National Service 
The White House 
WAshington. DC 20500

BREAK AWAY 

I am going to be in Wuhiniton O.C February g..9 for Tiw> NPw Citizenship 
Project press conference and luncheon on Monday, and would ll1'e to meet with 
you or 90ffle0ne on your staff to di9cu98 the role nf hie:hPr Pct11c11tion in Prosid'"'t 
Ointon's National Service Plan. 
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Break Away is a national ttudent community ,ervf.ce agency that works to 
proll\Ote 9er\'ice through alternative hn>alc prog:ranu. During• 1ehool vac.tion 
an alternative braak program places teams of college students in communities to 
engage in oommunity aervi('P, and expe-rientw leaming. We aerve as a 
clearinghouse of infonNtion on alternative break ptogram5 and provide key 
information nn planning "M J'UN\ing a quality break Prosnn' lo coUcp .ind 
high schools in our network. We also help to place volunteers with community 
organizaHnn,i thr01,gh our SiteBanlc., • databaae ol volunteer opportunities both 
nationally and internationally. The office is based at Vanderbilt University in 
NJishville and has been up and running 8ince June 1991. 

We Me alternative bNaM as a w;iy for commuJ\ity groups to u9e volunteen to 
staff their programa and complete their short tmn projects and as a springboard 
into Ufolong community ,a-vice fot the i,tudenb t�t pcutidpAte In them. Last 
year over 2,500 students from rolleges, universities, and high schools in the 
BrCllk Away network participated in alternative breu programs and lhb year
at least 5,oo) students will be participating. 

1 have been in convenations with task force members of Young People for
N11tional Service iU1d worked with the Couunbsiun un Natiunal and 
Community Service laat year as a grant reviewer for Subtitle B.2 Higher 
EJurdtiun iUl.d am ru�ed about the role of hlgher edu�tlon Institutions and 
the organiutions that work with them in any National Service plans that 
might be adopted by the President. I would Uke to be able to meet wiih you or 
someone on your staff while I am in town Monday and Tuesday and will be 
calling your office later thls week to try and set smnething up. 11\ank you for 
you time. 

Sincerely, 

Laura L. Mann 
Co-Dlrec:tor 
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Break Away: the Alternative Break Connection 
at Vanderbilt University 
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Break Away: the Alternative Break Connection, foundP.<i stt VMderbilt University 
in 1991, evolved ftom a need recogniz.ed by leaders of Vanderbilt's Alternative Spring 
Break program. Vanderbilt's Alternative Spring Orea.k more thill\ quadrupled ln size since 
students started it in 1987, and through the college grapevine, student groups from across 
the country heard abOut its success and wanted to know how to start similar programs on 
their campuses. 

The 1991 ASB co-chairs, then seniors H. Midlael Magevney and Laura L. Mann, 
were swamped with calls from students at other schools and realized that something big­
ger than the two of them was need to foster this momentum and give the fledgling pro­
grams legitimacy a!-. thPy broke new ground. Magevney and M� set out to establish a 
national clearinghouse at Vanderbilt that could take the organizational burden off of indi­
vidual progrant:, and facilitate information and communication between all involved 
parties. 

After they graduated in May of 1991, Magevney and Mann laid the fowldations for a 
national clearinghouse to link students and communities to promote service on the local, 
regional, national, and international levels through alternative break programs. With seed 
money and suppott from Vanderbilt's Chancellor J(l(> R. Wyatt, Break Away: the Alterna­
tive Break Connection at Vanderbilt University was born. Break Away has also received 
addltional funding from the W. K. Kellogg and Ford FQundations. 
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Break Away. the Alternative Brea Coru,rctfnn 
at Vmderbllt Unlvualty 

FACTS: 

• Bttak A way. the Alternative Break Connection is a national, non-profit organization located at Vanderbilt
University in Nashville, Tennessee.

• Break Away servts as the national clearinghou.i;p fnr volunteer break prograrna, linking students with
volunteer organizations and needy communities. More than 500 c:olleget, universities and community
organi2:ations currently work dirertly with the Rreak Away office.

• Break Away't minion is to prntnntR N>rvi('(' on t� local, regional, national, and lntemationol levels through
break oriented programs which in1mer8e- students in often vastly different culturee, heighten sod.al aware­
ness. and advocate life-long tocial �c-tion.

•Break Away co-dlret"tnrll H. Michael Magevney -.nd Laura L. M� 1991 V.andcrl>ilt graduates, ronc:¢ivcd
of the national office during their lltint as 1991 a><hairs of Vanderbilt's Alternative Spring Break (ASB},
whic:h had mnl"P thAn quadrupled m ,12.e, since •tud�ts started it in 1987. /u ASB co-chain, Magevney and
Mann were flooded with inqturies from other schools seeking information and guidance on starting their
own vnlunt�l' break prograrnt. Thoy � the nl'Cd for 4 tU\tiOnAl headquarters to a\lpporl brea�
programs across the country.

• Break Away was started by Magevney and Mann in June of 1991 with seed money and support from
Vanderbilt'11 O\ancellot Joe B. Wyatt.

• Bruk Away has rcccivcd grcutts of $91,750 grant from boU, Ule W. K, l<�tt� Fuundadon and the ford
Foundation.
• Break A.way :,uws a bridge between ,chool• and co1nmunitte,. As a cleutnghouse for �Jtemative break
programs, the office provides:

-training and a>�ulting for schools requesting help tn 1tarting new programs, which can 
include conferenc..� kid by Mann or Magevney addre981ng site-plaru:ung, orientation and 
training, financial management, community building, liability, publicity, etc. 

-«hool to site matching through the Break Away Site&nk, which ta a computerized data• 
base constsdng of more than 120 community organizatlol\s cross•n•ferences by location, type 
of worlc, number of studenta needed, etc.

-a second databaae with student contacts and information on alte?Ntive bre&lc. programs at
more than a � schools to help facilitate the exchange of ideas and information from one
group to another.

-Connectipm, a newsletter, which provided a communication link between student �ups, 
existing volunteer organir.ations and communJty groups. 

• tsrHk Away has a national advisory board which includes students, college and university administrators,
members of national volunteer organii.ations and contacts on location at volunteer sites.

• For rnore information on Break Aw-,, please contact H. Michael Magevney or Laura L. Mann at 615/343-
�-


