












































Douglass College, Rutgers University
EDUCATION FOR CITIZENSHIP
06:090:371

Fall 1992 Prof. Eleanor Brilliant
Wed. 10:00-12:00 Ext. 2-7520 or 2-7218

PURPOSE OF THE COURSE

The central theme of this seminar is education for citizenship
in a democracy. The topics covered will range from broad
philosophical questions about the nature of citizenship, the state
and society, to a more specific focus on what we can do as
individuals to help develop a sense of community or bring about a
common good. Students in this course are required to take a
concurrent internship in community service.

The readings for this course are selected to help students
develop an appreciation of the complex concept of citizenship in
a democracy as well as awareness of the effort which is involved
in realizing that concept in practice, in the larger society and
through individual experience. Course content includes
consideration of the meanings of civic responsibility, community,
volunteerism, empowerment and leadership, and diversity in a multi-
cultural society. Emphasis will be given to the special situation
of women, as citizens, in organizations and as leaders. Students
are expected to make linkages between their experiences in the
field/internship and the content covered in the course readings and

class discussion.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING

Thi's course will be taught as a seminar. Students are required
to do the assigned readings prior to class, and to come to class
prepared to discuss the concepts and content of the readings.
Students are also encouraged to bring in related material,
additional readings or current newspaper articles in particular.
On occasion there may also be some group exercises (and possibly
a class trip) in which all students will participate. CLASS
PARTICIPATION WILL COUNT IN YOUR FINAL GRADE.

There will be three major written assignments: 1) a five (5)
page paper due on the fifth week of class; 2) a seven (7) page
paper due on the eighth week of class; and 3) a fifteen (15) page
paper due on the fourteenth week of class. Topics will be assigned
in class. Papers will be expected to demonstrate understanding of
the course readings, class discussions, and connection to the field
experience where relevant. All papers must be typewritten and with
appropriate references. (APA or other approved format may be used.)
All PAPERS ARE DUE IN CLASS ON THE DAY ASSIGNED.

If necessary the course outline may be revised with
notification.



EDUCATION FOR CITIZENSHIP

COURSE TEXTS

I.

The following books are required texts for this course and are

available at the Douglass Co-op.

II.

1. Aristotle. The Politics. Translated by T.A. Singer,
revised by Trevor J. Saunders. London: Penguin, 1981.

(The Singer edition (Penguin) has been ordered for this

course. In addition, some copies of an older classical
edition, with more extensive notations are also available at
the Douglass bookstore. The optional (more expensive) edition

is:
The Politics of Aristotle. Edited and translated by

Ernest Barker. London: Oxford Press, 1981.)

25 Jean-Jacques Rousseau. The Social Contract. Translated
by Maurice Cranston. Londond: Penguin Books, 1968.
3 Robert N. Bellah, et al. Habits of the ﬂga::;

Iﬁdjviduglism and Commitment in American Life. Berkeley:

University of cCalifornia Press, 1985.

4. Economic Justice for All: Pastoral Letter on Catholic
Social Teaching and the U.S. EconomY. Washington, D.C.:

National Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1986.

5. There is also a packet of required readings available for
purchase through Douglass College. On the course outline
below, readings in this packet are referred to as DP#1, DP#2

etc.

All readings om_the outline below are to be found in one of the
five course texts (above). Some additional readings, class handouts

etc. may be assigned.

COURSE BIBLIOGRAPHY, TOPICS AND SEQUENCE BY CLASS SESSIONS

I.

IT.

OVERVIEW OF THE COURSE (September 2)
A. Format of a Seminar

Issues to be addressed

Scope of the readings

B. Theory and praxis
Orientation to the Field-- Dr. Viola Van Jones

THE CITIZEN AND THE STATE: A FORMATIVE VIEW (September 9)
The role of the citizen in the state: privileges and
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LII:

IV.

obligations. Defining the polis, and the nature of
politics.

Readings:

Aristotle, The Politics, (Particular emphasis on Books 1,3,
and 5-8.)

DEFINING NATURAL RIGHTS AND SOCIAL CONTRACTS (September 16)

Considerations of natural rights. Discussions of citizen,
state and society. Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
Defining the social contract and sovereignty.

Readings:
John Locke, "Of Civil Government", selections from Two
Treatises of Government, Book II. (DP#1)

Jean Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract, Books 1 and 2;
Selections from Books 3 and 4 (indicated in class).

INTEGRATING DISCUSSION (September 23)

The Individual in Contemporary American Life. Making your own
linkages.

Reading: Bellah et 1., Habits of the Heart, pp.3-84.

AMERICAN DEMOCRACY: BASIC FOUNDATIONS (September 30)

(FIRST PAPER DUE)

Rhetoric and Reality of Democracy. The meaning of government
for the people and by the people. The question of rights in
the new American democracy. Tyrannies by the majority and the
minority.

Readings:
The Declaration of Independence. (DP#2)

The Constitution of the United States with Bill of Rights.
(DP#3)

James Madison, "The Federalist Papers", #10.(DP.#4)

The Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions of
the First Women’s Rights Convention. (DP#5)

A. Abraham Lincoln, "The Momentous Issue of Civil War",
First Inaugural Address; "It is for Us the Living", The
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Readings:

Benjamin Barber, "Two Democracies: Ours and Theirs". (DP#13)
Sara Evans and Harry C. Boyte, "Free Spaces". (DP#14)
Martin Luther King, "Letter from a Birmingham Jail". (DP#15)

David Mathews, "The Independent Sector and the Political
Responsibilities of the Public" (DP#16)

Frances Fox Piven and Richard Cloward, "The Politics of
Nonvoting". (DP#17)

Michael Walzer, "The Problems of Citizenship®". (DP#18)
X. COMMUNITY: VISIONS AND REALITY IN PRACTICE (November 4)

Various conceptualizations of community. From sentiment to the
concrete: boundaries, linkages and functions.

Readings:

Patricia Yancey Martin and Gerald O‘’Connor, "Communities as
Loosely Coupled Systems". (DP#19)

Roland L. Warren, "A Community Model". (DP#20).

XI. CONFLICT AND CONSENSUS IN A MULTCULTURAL SOCIETY (November 11)
The positive functions of conflict and its justifications.
Questions of the moral position and a common good. Coming
together: unity in diversity.
willian A. Henry III, "Beyond the Melting pot". (DP#21)

Tom Hayden, "The Port Huron Statement" (excerpt). (DP#22)

June Axinn and Herman Levin, "The War on Poverty and the
Economic Opportunity Act of 1964" (DP#23)

Lewis Coser, "Conflict and Group Boundries". (DP#24)
John Dewey, "Intelligence in Social Action". (DP#25)

Alan Wolfe. "The Gift of Society". (DP#27)



XII. LEADERSHIP AND EMPOWERMENT FOR WOMEN (November 18)

Contradictions in 1leadership and following? Issues of
transformational leadership and empowerment. C r i t i cal
consciousness and critical skills. What is different for

women.
eadings:
Bernard Barber, "Neither Leaders nor Followers: Citizenship

Under Strong Democracy". (DP#27).

¢

Steve Burkhardt, "From Leadership Development to Critical
Consciousness" (DP#28)

Rita Mae Kelly with Marci Cech Soucy, "Gender, Success, and
Behavioral/Leadership Styles". (DP#29)

Peggy McIntosh, "White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible
Knapsack". (DP#30)

Elizabeth M. Schneider, "The Dialectic of Rights and Politics:
Perspectives from the Women’s Movement." (DP#32)

XIII. INTEGRATING DISCUSSION (November 25)

Defining a common good and working for it in a multicultural
society.

eading: Bellah et al., Habits, pp.250-296.
XIV. FROM NOW TO THE FUTURE (December 2)

(FINAL PAPER DUE)

What have we done and what can we do for better society. "The
price of liberty" and the tasks for citizens of a democracy.

eadings:
The Helsinki Accord (DP#26)
Douglas P. Biklen, "Negotiations and Lobbying". (DP#33)
National Conference of Catholic Bishops, "Pastoral Letter".

XV. COURSE EVALUATION AND WRAP-UP (December 9)












MENTORING IN THE COMMUNITY
Political Science 220

Dr. Wendy Gunther-Canada Spring 1993

Course Description:

This course 1is designed to explore the meaning of
mentoring relationships between YyYoung wvomen within the
"Big Sister - Little Sister" program. The readings in
this course have been chosen to facilitate building and
malntaining trust and communication between women by
focusing on the rich history of women's activism within
the United States. We will examine the <critical
connections between gender, community and cltizenshlip for
American wvomen. Our discussions will focus on our common
experience of mentoring, as we share the challenges and
conflicts of empowvering young women and ourselves to live
up to our full potential. Course readings will offer
insights concerning tutoring young women at a time in
vhich thelr minds and bodies are undergoing a rapid
development wvhich mirrors the changing roles and
opportunities for older women in America. My aim is to
suggest that women's efforts to grow together in the
household and community as mothers, sisters, daughters,
teachers and students can give us valuable lessons about
progressing together 1in an increasingly complex and
diverse democratic society.

Course Reguiremepts:
You are expected to attend every <class session
prepared to contribute to the discussion. You will be

responsible for all required readings. Your grade will be
based on one written project that you design yourself and
rewrite at least once over the course after consultation
with me. Paper proposals will be due the sixth week of
class and first drafts in early April. Your final draft
is due the last week of class.

The following books are required and can be purchased
at the Rutgers University Bookstore. You are also
required to purchase a course reader at KINKO'S which
contains selections from other texts we will be using
within the class.

Jane Addams, Jwenty Years at Hull House

Eleanor Flexner, Century of Strudgle

Carol Giligan, ed. ua.&;ng_sgnn:s_:mg

Charlotte Perkins Gilman,

Toni Morrison, m_mﬁ:_t_m.

Jane Wagner, The Search for Signs Of Intelligepnt Life

dn the Universe

Alice Walker, The Color Purple

Mary Wollstonecraft, The Wrongs of Woman: ox, Maria



Syllabus

1. Introduction: Connections of Community and Self
Jane Wagner, The Search for Sians of Intelligent Life
dn_the Universe

2. Concepts of Community:
John Dewey, "The Search for the Great Community" from

The Public and jts Problems
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Hexland

‘

3. Growing Up a Girl:

Clalre safran, "Hidden Lessons: Do Little Boys Get a
Better Education Than Little Girls" from Ragism

and Sexism; an Integrated Study

Nona P. Lyons, "Listening to Volces We Have Not
Heard: Emma Willard Girls' 1Ideas about Self,
Relationships and Morality" from Making

Gill Firth, "*The Time of Your Life': The Meaning of
the School Story" from [Languagqe, GCender 3and
Childhood

4. Childhood, Adolescence and Community
Toni Morrison,

Ihe Bluest Eve
Ntozake Shange, "is not so gd to be born a girl"

5. The Relationship of Mothers and Daughters:
Mary Wollstonecraft, The ¥ronds of Woman: ox, Marla
Adrienne Rich, "Motherhood and Daughterhood" from Qf
Kmnan_ngm
Sharon Rich, "Daughters' Views of Their Relationships
vith Their Mothers" from Making Connections

6. The Lessons of Sisterhood

Alice Walker, The Color Purple
Doris Lessing, "Debbie and Julie" from The Real Thing

7 "Remembering the Ladies": Sex and Citizenship in
Revolutionary America
Jane Adams, "Remember the Ladies"

Eleanor Flexner, Cepntury of Struggle Part I

8. From Seneca Falls to Suffrage
Eleanor Flexner, Century of Struggle Part II
Sojourner Truth, "Ain't I a Woman?"

9. The Right to Equality

Jane Mansbridge, ¥hy We Lost the ERA Chapters 1,2,3,9
Charlotte Bunch, "ERA Debate: a Tendency to Blame

the Vvictims" from Passionate Politics

10. The Politics of Our Bodlies:
Margaret sanger, My Fight for RBIrth cControl excerpts






Patricia Bender

Rutgers, Newark

Office: Hill Hall Room 626 Office phone: 648-5465

Office Hours: After class and by appointment (day and evening)

Syllabus - Fall 1991

Advanced Exposition Saturdays (Hill Hall 217)
62:350: 306:01 9:00 AM. --11:40 AM.
Texts:

About Language -- William H. Roberts and Gregoire Turgeon

Lives on the Boundary -- Mike Rose

[he Craft of Revision -- Donald Murray (All texts at NJ Books)

Text to be created by our writing community (handout)
Manuscript from the Spring Semester Literacy Course (handout)
Civic Education Handbook (handout)

Supplemental readings will be distributed and placed on reserve in
the library. You'll want to read everything. And, then, reread
everything.

Classes:

Our class meetings will include an hour and twenty minute session
with Rutgers Newark students, tutors,and me, as well as an hour and
twenty minute tutorial writing session with writers from the
Newark community.

Writi Assighments:
« Comments/letters to your research partners
 Interviews » Journals (Note: JE indicates journal is due.)

 Progress reports

« Two critical essays based on topics that emerge from our class
« Term project based on observations of your own and others'
writing

Attendance:

It is important for you to attend every class meeting and come
prepared to work with your learners. |If you must miss a class,
please call me and prepare me to work with your group. Also, you
need to come to class on time. | will not remind you of all this --
you know what you need to do. Be in class: Be on time.
























