



















































































educational achievement, our children must surmount a myriad of social and family
problems. Teachers are finding themselves performing nontraditional and unfamiliar

tasks formerly performed by the family. The schools are not equipped to respond to
both priorities at the same time."

"Students are increasingly in need of social services and programs to attain

leaming readiness. Knowledge cannot be injected into students. Children cannot leamn
until and unless they are ready to learn"

For leaming readiness, social problems must first be surmounted, and

surmounting the nation's vitally serious social problems is the mission of the Points of
Light Foundation.

While Yankelovich accurately states the importance of competitiveness to social
stability and viability of democracy, and the Renier Minnesota Study accurately states
the necessity of surmounting social problems to achieve learning readiness on which
successful education depends, neither proposes fully effective "how-to™ strategies.

Renier only says "employers should enlist employee volunteers to assist in
school readiness programs” but he doesn't tell how. Yankelovich does stress the need
for public judgment but not as it relates to learning readiness on which successful
education depends. However, both stress the magnitude of action that is needed.
Yankelovich says, "the global competitive battle is a matter of what the entire society
does - government, managers, employees, unions, educational institutions, consumers,
and taxpayers.” Renier says, "to get education back on track, our whole society sooner
or later must participate. This includes families, government, social agencies,
businesses and schools. All segments of society must cooperate. "

It will take joint and separate action by the Commission on National and

Community Service and the Points of Light Foundation to mobilize "all segments of
society” in communities across the nation.
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e Student Community Service Awards - Three students are chosen annu-
ally by MCC for their outstanding contributions to public service in their
community and awarded $1,000 to be used on a community service project of
their choice.

e Membership in the Campus Compact: the Project for Public and
Community Service - The Michigan Campus Compact is one of three state-
wide coalitions affiliated with this national organization, which seeks to
create public service opportunities for college students and to develop an
expectation of service as an integral part of student life and the college
experience. As a state compact, Michigan receives technical assistance and
support, has access to a national clearinghouse of information on campus
service activities, participates in national conferences and regional meetings,
is kept informed of relevant state and national legislative activity, and
participates in special projects to research student service, to link service
with the curriculum and to involve studentsin mentoring youth at-risk. MCC
member institutions also have access to a number of Campus Compact
programs including "Going Global," a Peace Corps Internship program, and
the Student Humanitarian Awards program.

The Michigan Campus Compact endeavors to utilize the collective expertise and
experience of its participant campuses in establishing a common base of knowledge
from which to build a more effective community service network. It seeks to initiate new
projects and to enhance those already in existence. It works to generate new ideas, to
build consensus on issues, to assist collaborative efforts, to foster public awareness, to
encourage greater communication and to provide new program incentives, all with the
larger objective of encouraging life-long commitment to community service.

The Michigan Campus Compact, 32 Kellogg Center, East Lansing, MI 48824
Phone: (517) 353-9393 Fax: (517) 353-1872

The Michigan Campus Compact is funded in part by a grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation of Battle Creek, Michigan.
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