

















LOWELL P. WEICKER JR

GOVERNOR

STATE OF CONNECTICLT
EXECLTIVE CHAMBERS
HARTFORD. CONNECTICLT
606

April 14, 1993

Andrew G. De Rocco
Commissioner

State of Connecticut
Department of Higher Education
61 Woodland Street

Hartford, CT 06105

Dear Commissioner De Rocco,

[t is a pleasure and an honor to extend my congratulations to

the recipients of the first Connecticut Higher Education Community
Service Awards,

[ am glad that the state of Connecticut created this fine
opportunity to honor those college and university students who
have shown outstanding leadership skills and commitment to
community service, At the same time, we also recognize
exceptional faculty, staff and community leaders,

The students honored today represent our leaders of tomorrow
who understand civic responsibility and who understand first-hand
the problems facing our society, [ am proud of them and I hope
they will proceed to dedicate themselves to our communities.

On behalf of the state of Connecticut, I wish the award
recipients all the best for the years ahead.

n rely,

Low<§\\P e1cker,

Governor




STUDENT GROUP NOMINEES

The Awards Committee considered activities and projects which included one or more of the following
accomplishments: groups who were able to accomplish a clearly defined project which has aided individu-
als or groups in the community or has aided environmental causes; development of a unique or original
approach to effective community service; educational and/or organizational activities which have substan-
tially increased student participation in community service; development of projects which have promoted
diversit or pluralism in the community; development and implementation of projects which address any

number of pressing urban problems inlcuded in the areas of education, health care, or community revitaliza-
tion.

*Student Group Award winners are identified with an asterisk.

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM
Central Connecticut State University

For the past 24 years, the students who participate in the Educational Opportunity
Program have held a Thanksgiving Food Drive the week before Thanksgiving. The
students have collected truckloads of canned goods and thousands of dollars to help
needy families in the Greater New Britain area. Some of the money is used to purchase
meat certificates, and the canned goods become part of the Food Bank supply used
during the holidays and throughout the year.

In the past six years, CONNCAP students have joined in the food drive programs
and have collected canned goods and money at the New Britain High Schools.

ART HISTORY PROGRAM, OFFICE OF VOLUNTEERS FOR COMMUNITY
SERVICE

Connecticut College

The Art History Volunteer Program is a student run project through Connecticut
College’s Office of Volunteers for Community Service (OVCS). The program’s goal is to
give college art history majors the opportunity to share their love of art with local urban
elementary school students. The program brings together people of very different
backgrounds and provides a forum for positive interaction. In the New London Public
Schools, 60 percent of the elementary students qualify for free or subsidized lunch and
50 percent do not demonstrate mastery on State reading and math tests.

Each week a Connecticut College student volunteer prepares a 30-minute presenta-
tion and shares it with classrooms in the New London school system. For example, an
art Ristory lesson can be prepared to illustrate the rise of cities in America or the frontier
experience in the West. Students are exposed to a diverse range of artists representing
many ethnic and cultural groups. Art history presentations cover a range of styles and
artists, and the elementary school students are encouraged to look for themselves and
identify a favorite work.

Because public school budgets have been severely cut, a subject like Art History is
unavailable to most elementary school students. Without it, they lose a valuable creative



outlet and the chance to realize the importance art can have in their lives. Art history
lessons can make their other studies come alive, and the program also lets them get to
know a college student who is excited to interact with them. Both the art history volun-
teer and the classroom of elementary kids look forward to their weekly meeting.
Through art, strong relationships are formed, the school’s educational programs are
strengthened, and positive community interaction takes place.

*CONNECTICUT COLLEGE OFFICE OF VOLUNTEERS FOR COMMUNITY
SERVICE MENTOR PROGRAM
Connecticut College

Connecticut College OVCS Mentor Program is a student developed and coordinated
program. The program consists of 35 mentors (Connecticut College students) and 35
proteges (community youth, ages 9-15). This program serves a protege population of 77
percent African American youth, 20 percent Hispanic youth and 3 percent White. The
mentors are recruited through word of mouth and volunteer fairs.

There are two major programs within the overall mentor program REACH (Reach-
ing to Expand and Challenge Qur Horizons). The first program works with grades 5/6
and grades 7/8, and the second program is RAD (Recreational Alternatives to Drugs).
The programs are a collaboration of efforts with Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Southeastern
Connecticut (BB/BS) and the New London Parks and Recreation Department.

Each mentor/protege pair meets on the average five hours per week. Each pair
meets alone for one hour per week, and the group meets once a week for a group pro-
gram activity. Some of the activities include: visits to mentors’ dormitory rooms, meals
in the College dining hall, and trips to the College library, arboretum and athletic center.

The REACH Program works with youth to improve their reading and math skills.
The RAD Program is part of an overall community program whereby members promise
to refrain from drugs and alcohol and to remain in school. The proteges earn points for
activities and receive awards during three award ceremonies throughout the year.

The mentors and proteges are nominated for this award because of their unwavering
dedication and commitment to the overall Mentor Program goals: to build an effective
link between the College and community which increases college student participation
in community service, to provide role models for youth, and to foster positive self-
esteem in youth.

WINTHROP HALL RESIDENT ASSISTANT STAFF
Eastern Connecticut State University

Since August 1992, the Resident Assistant staff of Winthrop Hall at ECSU has been
actively involved with improving relations between the University and the Willimantic
Community. Following is a list of programs organized and sponsored by the Winthrop
Hall staff: students were organized to work in Covenant Soup Kitchen, they worked
with the Domestic Violence Program and raked leaves for senior citizens; they collected
over 300 cans of food for the homeless shelter and raised money for the Windham AIDS




Outreach project; they tutored students at Kramer Middle School and bi-lingual students
at Natcheng Elementary School; they participated in "Bowl for Kids' Sake” and "Bowl a
Strike Against AIDS.” In addition, the staff involved students in a fundraiser for
Windham AIDS and a food drive for [-98 radio station. Students also worked for Holy
Family Home and Shelter and assisted the Red Cross Blood Drive. These activities were
the result of a dedicated Resident Assistant staff.

PHI THETA KAPPA
Naugatuck Valley Community-Technical College

During the 1992-93 academic year, Phi Theta Kappa has been actively involved with
the Women'’s Emergency Shelter, Inc. of Waterbury, CT. This academic honors organi-
zation chose the shelter because of the group’s belief that much of success comes from
developing a positive self-image. Five days each month, the group actively solicits the
college community for household goods, toiletries, paper products and juices. Members
of the society deliver these items to the Shelter for distribution to the women and chil-
dren using the emergency facilities.

From its inception, this volunteer project has had as its underlying goal the desire to
assist children whose lives have been affected by domestic violence. Children from the
Shelter have been taken to see theatre performances at the Higher Education Center in
Waterbury. They have been presented with surprise packages at Halloween and gifts of
turkeys and video cassettes at Thanksgiving and Christmas.

It is Phi Theta Kappa'’s belief that by helping to improve the self-image of the women
and providing direction for the children where little now exists, the tendency for family
violence to repeat itself in successive generations can be eradicated. This particular
program has involved 15 student volunteers totalling approximately 75 volunteer hours.

*STUDENT ACTION FOR MOTHERS IN SCHOOL (SAMS)
Naugatuck Valley Community-Technical College

Student Action for Mothers in School (SAMS) represents more than 200 women
enrolled in higher education programs while receiving public assistance through Aid to
Families with Dependent Children (AFDC). The purpose of SAMS is to encourage and
support AFDC women in enrollment and graduation from degree programs that lead to
family self-sufficiency. Since its formation in December of 1989, SAMS has developed a
wide network of activities that promote academic achievements, personal growth, and
civic responsibility for the AFDC student. Services provided include peer mentoring and
tutoring, support group meetings and publication of an informational newsletter that
features ride sharing, babysitting assistance and a children’s clothing exchange. SAMS
has also created a relationship of mutual support with the Department of Income Main-
tenance (DIM) and area social service agencies.

In an effort to help other individuals break the cycle of poverty and welfare depen-
dency, SAMS members are actively involved in providing a speaker service to commu-
nity agencies, Head Start programs, and local radio and television talk shows. Their


















































































































