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Constitutocal Rights COMPTON YOUTH ACTION CENTER
RPdste Youth Task Force L.A.

In Compton, a hub city of Los Anigeles County, students from five loczal public and private
high schools are working collaboratively 10 improve their community and address problems
of race relations. The young aduhs who statt Consututional Rights Foundativu's Compton
Youth Actinn Center provide the central meenng site and facilitate the students’ actvities.

Organized into fivc neighborhood action teams, sevenry-five students are developing an
adopt-a-block program o cngage ocighbors in block beautification, organizing a
neighborhood watch program, and preparing for the April 20 scsioration of Kclly Park, a
local park that is closed down. The teams already have established an ongoing muldcuitural
project that pairs Tatina and African American students for weekend exchanges to aid
understunding and appreciation of culwral differences

The Mentor Project is another ougoing feature of the ncighborhood action teams’ work to
address commmunity race relations. Each student in a Compton tcain se6ves as mentor to a
child from one of three local clememary schools. As mentors, team members work 10
develop strong relarinnships with both the child and his or her parent, servicg as a triend,
resource and support. Mounthly "Mentor Days” bring tngether the team members, young
studeyts, aud parcnts at the Compton Youth Action Center. For each months’ Mentor Nay,
team members plan and organize a culmral, sucial, 1ecicational or educationel activity, with
the hope of bringing the comumunity together and increasing communitutiou and
understanding. Over 150 youth are actively ivolved in the Compton Mentor Program. The
next Mentor Day will be Satnrdzy, March 27 from 12:00 - 5:00 pm.

Compton is a comuvusity of enthusiasm and hope. But as each day passes and njght falls,
many people of the community, partcularly youth, begiu 1o Jose this enthusiasm and hope.
For many of them teenage pregnancy, single-parent homes, hunger, and violerce cuustitute
reality — all that they see. The Compton Youth Action Center and its five neighborhood
action teams firmly believe that when youth see education and community service as a
reality, thcy can in twn make this new reality a pan of everyday life.

4+ > & & e

The Compton Youth Action Center is a braach of Constitutional Rights Foundation, a non-
profit educational foundation based in Los Angeles. The five Compton Youth Action Teams
are pat of the larger Youth Task Force LA, a project funded in part by the Commissinn
on National and Community Service.

Contace:

Todd Clurk, Executive Director, Constitutional Rights Foimdation 213/487-55%)
Jesse Church, Co-Direcror, Compton Youth Acton Center 310/537-6372
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YOUTH TASK FORCE LA.
Educativn, Acticn, Leadership

Youth Task Force LA, a program of Constitutional Rights Foundadow, witch the support
of the Los Angeles Conservarion Corps and the Califcrnia Campus Compact, invoives young
people throughout the Tas Angeles area in leaderslup uaining and community problem-
salving. In the aftermath of the LA, cvil unrest, it is espeqally impartant that youth are
included in identifying cammunity problems and collaborating with commumity agendes,
local government and business leaders 1o develop and tmplement projects to address
concerns.

The goal of Youth Task Faree T_A. is to involve youth in the healing and rebuilding of our
zommunitics by providing training and assistance in plinning and implementing projects
in thelr schuols 2ud neigliborhoeds.

Youth Task Foree L.A. involves 30 Neighborhood Action ‘teams from throughour the Lous
Angeles area. Neighborhood Action Teams include high school students, youth mvolved i1
drop-out recovery and gang-abatemenr programs, an Adwt Sponsor, and a College Scudent
Parmer. Many Tcams will also develop partmerships with local enmmunity agendes. The
Los Angeles Consesrvation Corps provides expctdsc and staff support for community
rebuilding and beaurification projects. In addition to school and community projects, dty-
wide and regional efforts will also be important.

Youth will focus on the following frur community issues: youth development and urban
education; police and communiry reladons; commumty and eccnomic development; and
race relations.

A Youth Council is being formed that includes represenzatives from each Neighborhood
Action Team. The Cauncil will coordinate city-wide communications, project planning, and
approve distribution of funds available for prject expenses.

Schools already involved in Constitutivual Rights Foundadons’ Yourh Communiry Service
program are being encouraged to expand efforts 1o meer the goals of Youih Task Force LA
Additonal neighborhoods and schools in Compton, Long Beach, kast Los Aageles, Pasadena
and other areas are also being identified and supporred in the development of
Neighborhood Action Teams.

For addinonal infurmadon on the Youzh Task Force L-A- model coruuct
Ingrid Sausjord, Direaor, Civic Participation
Constitut anal Rights Foundarion, 601 Sowth Kingsley Drive, Los Angeles, Californiu 90005
213/437-55%)



