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THE NEW PRESS

Publishers in the Public Interest

Diane Wachtell

July 28, 1993

Rick Allen

Office of National Service
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Rick,

I'm sorry to report that, after a great deal of consideration,
we've decided to do A City Year without an introduction.

I really do appreciate all the time you put in on the project,
and I'm particularly sorry that the whole thing happened at a
point when your life was too full to consider our suggested
changes.

I think we all still share a firm commitment to the idea of
national service, and I hope that through Suzanne's book and
otherwise we will be able to work together over the coming months
to bring national service to a wide national audience.

In any case, I'm very grateful to you for all your efforts, and I
look forward to sending you a finished copy of the book when it
appears -- perhaps there will be some venue for you to make use
of the piece you wrote at that point.

With all best wishes,

Sincerely,

m [ WV _—

450 West 41st Street 6th Floor New York, NY 10036 Tel: 212.629.8802 Fax: 212.268.6349



INTRODUCTION TO SUZANNE GOLDSMITH'S
A CITY YEAR
BY ELI SEGAL AND RICK ALLEN
"Since the days of Greece and Rome when the word citizen was a title of
honor, we have often seen more emphasis put on the rights of citizenship
than on its responsibilities. And today, as never before in the free world,
responsibility is the greatest right of citizenship, and service is the greatest
of freedom’s privileges."
-- Robert F. Kennedy
Bill Clinton routinely received the most sustained applause on the 1992 presidential
campaign trail when he called for national service. He asked students and faculty at Notre Dame
to "...[JJust think of it. Millions of energetic young men and women serving their country by
teaching the children, policing the streets, caring for the sick, working with the elderly, or

people with disabilities, building homes for the homeless, helping children to stay off of drugs

and out of gangs - giving us all a new sense of hope and real limitless possibilities. "

The new President wasted no time in echoing that theme upon taking office: on a
crystalline blue Inaugural day, the forty-second President of the United States declared, "I
challenge a new generation of young Americans to a season of service; to act on your idealism
by helping troubled children; keeping company with those in need; reconnecting our torn
communities. There is so much to be done -- enough, indeed, for millions of others who are

still young in spirit to give of themselves in service, too."

“In serving", the President continued, "we recognize a simple, but powerful truth. We

need each other, and we must care for one another."







































