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TRENDS IN VOLUNTEERISM

94.2 million people volunteered 20.5 billion hours in 1991, according to a 1992
Independent Sector study. The value of this time in 1991 was $176.4 billion.
($11.58 per hour was used to calculate the total value of service.)

Fifty-one percent of Americans volunteered in 1991, even though Americans have
experienced a decline in their household incomes.

The average hours volunteered per week has increased to 4.2, slightly higher
than the 4 hours per week in 1989.

Forty-eight percent of persons in the 18-24 age group volunteered in 1991, up
from 43 percent in 1989.

Fourteen percent of volunteers gave five or more hours per week doing
community service.

The business sector accounts for the fastest growing pool of volunteer resources.
Between 1985 and 1990, the number of companies implementing volunteer
programs rose from 600 to 900.

Minority groups are asked to volunteer less often, but, when asked, volunteer at
a higher rate than the average population.

African Americans are volunteering in greater numbers. The number who
voluntaear rose from 38 percent in 1989 to 43 percent in 1991.

Forty-elght percent of single persons volunteered in 1991, up from 44 percent in
1989.

Those who identify themselves as religious and who attend religious services
regularly are by far the most generous with their volunteer time.

-more-

736 Jacxson Ftace  WRSHINGION, D C20508 T 207 + 408 5362 A 202 - 406 - 5162 0L 202 - 289 - 380/






