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THE CRISIS

Today, more than ever before,
increasing numbers of our young people
are disadvantaged by their economic
and social circumstances. Consider the
following:

e One million young people drop out
of school each year.

® One and a half million young people
run away from home annually.

e American industry will spend $25
hillion annually on remedial educa-
tion.

Often disadvantaged and lacking
essential self-esteem, many young
peoples’ problems will only intensity as
they reach adulthood. Unable to
compete for jobs and lead productive
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lives, they will add to the country’s
level of human need. Their talents and
energy will remain untapped, their
economic participation denied. Left
unaddressed, this repetitive cycle
threatens the very health and viability
of our entire Nation.

A RESPONSE

Today’s young people often lack
the stability and reinforcement that
enables them to gain a sense of identity
and purpose. Growing evidence
demonstrates that mentoring relation-
ships between adults and youth offer
the personal care and support so
frequently lacking in the lives of high
risk young people.

A recent Harris Poll of 400 high
school juniors and seniors and 400
mentors who participated in a nation-
wide mentoring program indicated:

® 73% of students said their mentors
helped them raise their goals and
expectations.

® 87% of the students surveyed went

directly to college or planned to

attend college within one year of

graduating from high school.

® 59% of those students who are men-
tored have shown improved grades.

® 92% of the mentors surveyed said
they enjoyed the experience and;

e 86% said they were ready to be a
mentor again.

ONE TO ONE

One to One is a new partnership of
the private and voluntary sectors,
formed in 1989, to address this crisis of
disconnected youth. Serving as a
national catalyst, One to One’s purpose
is to stimulate a national mobilization
of people, organizations, and communi-
ties utilizing mentoring as a basic
intervention strategy for the needs of
at-risk youth.

THE CHALLENGE

One to One has issued an ambi-
tious challenge to the nation:

By 1995, every young person who
might benefit from a mentoring
relationship will have the opportunity
to be matched with a caring partner.

To help meet this ambitious
challenge, five related goals have been
established:

1) Make mentoring a high priority in
every American community,
engaging the attention and
commitment of key leaders;

2) Increase the number of people who
volunteer as mentors;

3) Bring new leadership and financial
resources into play to strengthen
and expand mentoring programs;

4) Srtimulate the creation of new
mentoring initiatives where they
are needed; and

5) Incorporate entrepreneurial
activities in mentoring programs,
whenever possible, offering youth
an opportunity to participate in the
economic mainstrean.

These goals will be met through
the work of the initiatives described on
the following page:






“Young people awakened by an effective mentor ave much more likely to realize their potential.”

He May Never Win
ASlam Contest, But To
One Kid, He’s 10 ft. Tall.

He Can’t Leap Tall Buildings
In A Single Bound, But ToOne
Kid He’s A Super Man,

\‘ L)

The One to One Public Awareness
Initiative works to promote mentoring
in several ways, including the above
newspaper ads and the One to One
News which will keep you updated on
One to One mentoring activities. You
can receive the One to One News free

by mailing in this coupon.
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