





passionist
lay

missioners Eli Segal
Special Assistant to the

President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500
February 12, 1993

Dear Mr. Segal,

I thank you for the Clinton administration’s challenge to voluntary
service. As Executive Director of a volunteer program that allows
men and women to experience direct service to those most in need
through working in grass-roots social service agencies, we are
indeed carrying out your mandate to service. I work with a not-
for-profit program called the Passionist Lay Missioners. Our
mission is to enable volunteers to work with and provide presence
and hope to those who are suffering or poor. We do this by
engaging in work which alleviates suffering and addresses the
structures that oppress people, by reflecting on how the contemp-
orary human struggle embodies the Passion of Jesus, and by living
simple, communal life which enables us to carry out our mission.

Because we already provide the opportunity for such service, 1
believe this administration needs to do all it can to provide
incentives to encourage men and women to consider service
opportunities in programs such as the Passionist Lay Missioners.
Any incentives offered by this administration should include loan
deferment/cancellation, vouchers, stipends, etc. for volunteers who
work through tax-exempt organizations affiliated with religious
institutions as 1long as their service honors the Church-State
limitations found in the Higher Education Act and the National
Community Service Act. We are already carrying out your mandate_
voluntary service. Do not exclude us!

Though the Higher Education Act of 1980 and the National Community
Service Act included provisions for deferment for volunteers in
not-for-profit organizations such as ours, this must be kept in
effect! I am asking for an extension of this well established
concept. The same should apply to any grants to an organization
like ours that sponsors volunteers.

The Passionist Lay Missioners is an active member 1in the
International Liaison of Lay Volunteers in Mission (ILLVIM), an
organization that provides support and networking for volunteer
programs. ILLVIM has been in contact with you on these matters as
well.

Sincerely,

C ety Quellrr=_

Anne T. Avellone
Executive Director
5700 North Harlem Ave. ® Chicago, IL. 80831 *° 312-631-6336
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Video producers turn to PVS to cut costs

Business booms as more
use firm’s D.C. facilities

By ALICIS AL TLOVES

Professional Video Services Corp., a
downtown firm which leases oflfice and
studio space, technical equipment, and
camera crews to broadeasters, govern-
ment and business, wrapped up a contract
last week to house and feed the Washing-
ton burcau of Medical News Network.
MNN s the ncwest project of Knoxville,
Tenn.-bascd Whittle  Conununications,
best known for its planned lor-prolit pri-
vale school system. dubbed The Edison
I'roject.

The contract with. Whiltle worth
close to $1 million over a 1 5-month peri-
od. and including a S6-month extension
oplion — is onc in a string 'VS has picked
up this yecar. As cash-strapped communi-
cation’s companics look to consolidate
their operations in the nation's capital,
PVS's facilities at 2030 M St. NW, arc
quickly replacing The National Press
Building as the Washington headquarters
ol choice for forcign and domestic news
broadcasters.

“Sharing facilitics can cul costs tremen-
dously, and it’s cheaper (o po out of honse
becausc you don’t have to maintain and
operate cquipment,” said Bob Grevem-
berg, president and founder of PVS. *“The
TV industry is hurting, so we're growing.”

The three and a half Moors PVS cur-
rently occupies are a maze of studios, and
news and editing rooms, in a continual
state of redesign to accommoadate long-
and short-term clients who don’t want to
invest in and maintain their own broadcast
cquipment, facilitics, and crews, but need

Bob Grevemberg

to have a presence v Washmglon.

I‘or Medical News Network which
will move in by November and begin
broadcasting an ad-supported news and
information program to 5.000 doctors’
offices in l'cbruary
space is being made over into a newsroom
and outer office. PVS will also provide

MNN with a camera and editing crew of

sixand allits technical equipment. Whil-
tle Communications need only send along
management  and  production  talent to
make MNN in Washinglon operational.
“I'VS is a cheaper alternative for us, and
they have the cxpericnce we need in
Washington,” said Ken Creed, president
and chief operating officer of MNN,
P’VS’s no-strings appeal has also
attracted clients like the British Broad-
casting Corp., the Luropean Broadcast
Union, French and lapancse networks,

1,500 square leet of

and IFox News Service. The Christian Sci-
cnce Monitor Channel left PVS when it
folded last year, hut was quickly replaced
by 1V of Canada, several Norwegian
broadcast companics, and others. Adding
to the tralTic arc major American networks

like NBC and ABC —- which incrcas-
ingly tmn 1o VS facilities and its stafl of
50 for special projects here.

“Television news isn’t going to be the
same in live ycars. You sec a lot more
pooling already,™ explained Grevemberg.

PVS has also found a mushrooming
market in the corporate and government
scctors, offering teleconferencing  and
video production equipment and lacilitics
to clients like Mobil Corp., IBM Corp.,
The American Bankers Association, and
the Federal Drug Administration. The
Bush campaign has turned to PVS because
itcan "t legally tape commercials and clec-
tion-related news releases using publicly-
funded White lHouse facilities.

PVS docsn’t own the M Street office
space it subleasces to clients, (“We don’t
want to be in the real cstate business,”
Girevemberg explained.) so risk and debt
arc kept to a minimum. Since the start of
its new liscal yecar in July, the company’s
bottom line has been about $500,000 bet-
ter than last year, Grevemberg said, and
plans arc underway to expand Washington
operations and open PVS ol London. The
United Kingdom is an especially fertile
markel, Grevemberg said, because the
British government requires  regulated
broadcasters to take a percentage of their
work out of house.

“We're negotiating with the Financial
Times, to take over their television opera-
tions, and also with some major Biitish
banks,” he said.
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CITIZENS DEMOCRACY CORPS

...mobilizing America’'s voluntary spirit on behalf of the countries of
Central and Eastern Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States

2021 K Street. NW, Suite 215

Washington, DC 20006

202-872-0933 FAX: 202-872-0923

Citizens Volunteer

Program Expanded

CDC is expanding its Citizens
Volunteer Program to the Czech
Republic, Poland, Slovakia and
Ukraine. This expansion doubles the
number of countries aided by the
Citizens Volunteer Program, which
heretofore operated only in Bulgaria,
Hungary, Romania, and Russia.

Volunteer Advisors will soon be
stationed in the Czech Republic,
Hungary, and Poland, and will be
providing assistance to local govern-
ments, nonprofit organizations, and
universities. Program expansion is
also planned for Slovakia later in the
year.

CDC has identified volunteers for
three projects in the Czech
Republic. Former University of
Chicago Vice President Charles
O’Connell will advise Palackeho
University in Olomouc on university
governance. Management consultant
Anna Elman will help the Czech
Philharmonic with its fundraising
and exhibit efforts. Finally. Jim
Friedlander, a retired state and local
government planner, will work with
the Tabor city government.

Chuck Sikora will be in Poland
serving as a Volunteer Advisor to
the Foundation for Economic
Development, giving management
advice for small business de-
velopment in local and regional
offices. In Hungary, city planner

See “CVP,” page 6

Ambassador Strauss Returns to CDC
New Executive Committee Members Named

Ambassador Robert Strauss (left) and U.S. Rep. Steny Hoyer

Speaking at a recent meeting of
CDC’s Executive Committee,
Ambassador Robert Strauss said it
is important that CDC continue
to provide assistance to Central and
Eastern Europe and the former
Soviet Union. Ambassador Strauss,
who recently returned from
Moscow, made his comments as
the featured speaker of the
December meeting. He focused on
recent developments in the region,
and how they could affect CDC.

CDC is pleased to announce that
Ambassador Strauss will rejoin the
CDC Executive Committee in
February. Ambassador Strauss was
a member of CDC’s original
Executive Committee, leaving to
serve as U.S. Ambassador to the
Soviet Union, and later, to Russia.

Three New Members Join
Executive Committee

U.S. Representative Steny H. Hoyer
(D-MD) is the second Member of
Congress to be elected to the
Executive Committee, joining
Senator Nancy Kassebaum (R-KS).
Rep. Hoyer is the Chairman of the
House Democratic Caucus, and
serves on the Committees on
Appropriations and House
Administration. He is also Chairman
of the Commission on Security and
Cooperation in Europe (the
“Helsinki Commission™).

William Davidson joins CDC as
Chairman of the Board and
President of Guardian Industries
Corp., a glass products man-
ufacturer located in Northville,

See “New Members,” page 6
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