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“Channel 11, of course, tackles local issues “WTTW’s commitment to this project has
everyday. But Saturday’s summit... takes that focused Chicago’s attention on school reform and
involvement to a new level.” through the power of television created the
—Joel Brown/Southtown Economist opportunity for positive change.”
—Adele Simmons/John D. and Catherine T.
“WTTW?’s School Summit offers hope.” MacArthur Foundation

—Crain’s Chicago Business
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Information

5400 North St. Louis Ave.
Chicago, llinois 60625

(312) 583-5000
FAX: (312) 583-3046

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

"CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS: AT THE CROSSROADS,"
A UNIQUE, LIVE, TELEVISED EVENT WILL BRING TOGETHER KEY STAKEHOLDERS IN
CHICAGO’S EDUCATION REFORM PROCESS

MAYOR DALEY, GOVERNOR EDGAR, AND OTHER COMMUNITY LEADERS WILL TAKE PART IN SPECIAL
BROADCAST FROM THE STUDIOS OF WTTW/CHANNEL 11 ON MARCH 27

Chicago (March 8, 1993) -- The progress of school reform in Chicago and discussion of critical
issues confronting the city's public schools will be the focus of a daylong television special on
Saturday, March 27, to be televised live from the studios of WTTW/Channel 11.

National and local education experts will join parents, teachers, principals and members
of Local School Councils on each of three panels that will address issues facing the public
school system. A studio audience of approximately 130, including Mayor Richard Daley and
Governor Jim Edgar, will take part in the discussion. Under the umbrella title, "Chicago Public
Schools: At The Crossroads," the panels include "Good Schools, Work In Progress," which will
air from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., "Structure and Leadership," which will air from 3:00 p.m. to
4:30 p.m., and "The Bottom Line," which will air from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

"Seldom, if ever, in the history of Chicago broadcasting, has television devoted an entire
day to live coverage focused on a single local issue," said Wiliam McCarter, president of
WTTW/Channel 11. "If there is any lesson to be learned from the recent Presidential elections
and the President's economic summit in Little Rock, it is that the public welcomes in-depth and
well-informed discussion of critical issues. There is certainly no more critical issue facing
Chicago than the future of our children."

The concept for the daylong televised event that would focus on education reform
originated in discussion among leaders of Chicago’s foundation, education, political and
business communities following the Little Rock summit. The event took final form when
WTTW/Channel 11 offered its unusual level of commitment and Roosevelt University's Institute

for Metropolitan Affairs agreed to coordinate it.

- more -









































































































