
FOIA Number: 2013-0661-F (2)

FOI/A.

MARKER

Clinton Presidential RecordsCollection/Record Group:

National ServiceSubgroup/Officc of Origin:

Rick AllenSeries/Staff Member:

Subseries:

2150OA/ID Number:

FolderlD:

Position:Shelf:Section:Row:Stack:

32 266S

Folder Title:

Legislation [2]

This is not a textual record. This is used as an 
administrative marker by the William J. Clinton 

Presidential Library Staff.

1



I
4

I

THE WHITE HOUSE

For Immediate Release March 1, 1993

1:15 P.M. EST

(Applause.)
Thank you.

moment in our nation's history.

(Applause.)

came
to make.

with us.
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
IN NATIONAL SERVICE ADDRESS

Rutgers University
New Brunswick, New Jersey

I'd like to thank President Frank Lawrence for his -
Does anybody call him
I want to compliment

We'd
I thought

But you have some members of the Congress from all 
over America here and I want to introduce them, too, because they 
have taken a lot of trouble to come to Rutgers and because 
without them and without the people who represent you, the 
proposal I make today has no hope of passage.

I'd like to recognize the presence on the platform 
of Senator Ted Kennedy from Massachusetts — (applause) — who 
chairs the Senate Committee on Human Resources and Education,
which sheparded the pilot national and community service bill 
through the Congress in the last session, along with his 
counterpart who is out here in the audience somewhere. I'd like 
to ask him to stand up. The Chairman of the House Committee, 
Congressman Bill Ford, who came all the way from Michigan to be 
‘ Itl. —. Congressman, would you stand up. (Applause.)

In addition to the people who have been introduced
here, there are a host of mayors and members of the Assembly and 
county officials here from your state. We have two former 
governors, both of whom I served with — Brendan Byrne and Tom 
Kean who are out there. I'm glad to see them. (Applause.) My 
friends. We have a distinguished array of members of the House 
from New Jersey — Herb Klein, Bob Manendez, Frank Pallone, 
Donald Payne — (applause).

Many members of the Congress for years have believed 
we ought to do more in national service and some of them are here 
today. I'd like to begin by introducing your Senator Bill 
Bradley, who's behind me. (Applause.) I must say, when I walked 
into this arena, I turned around and asked Bill Bradley if he'd 
ever shot any baskets in here. I'd be intimidated to be the 
opposing team in here. (Applause.) Senator Bradley sponsored 
legislation to establish neighborhood corps and self-reliance 
scholarships, things that are forbearers of the proposal I

Francis Lawrence — for his fine speech. 
Frank? I should have asked. (Laughter.) 
Professor Benjamin Barber for his leadership and service*here. 
(Applause.) And I want to thank all of you here in the Rutgers 
community for coming out for what I hope will be a truly historic 

. (Applause.)

I'd like to recognize in the audience the presence 
of Senator Chris Dodd from Connecticut, who was one of the first 
Peace Corps volunteers in the United States. (Applause.)

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much.
Thank you, Nakia Tomlinson for that fine 

introduction. I wish I could take you with me everywhere, 
make a great duo there. Let's give her another hand, 
she was great. (Applause.)



The_membe� of Congre�s who introduced many, many
years ago, the first piece of national service legislation ever 
introduced, the Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee 
Senator Clairborne Pell from Rhode Island is here. (Applau�e.) 

. I'd also like to introduce the only person in thisaudience, at least of our crowd, who doesn't have to look up toSenator Bradley, Senator Jay Rockefeller from West Virgini� an
early VISTA volunteer in the United States. (Applause.) 

And finally I would like to recognize two other 
people, one, a member of the United States Senate and one a 
distinguished American citizen, the first boss of the Peace 
C�rps, Sargent Shriver, �ho's up here with me. (Applause.) And 
his deputy, Senator Harris Wofford, from Pennsylvania. 
(Applause.) And Mrs. Wofford, I'm glad to see you. (Applause.) 

Now, I was involved before I became President in a 
group called the Democratic Leadership Council, and we made one 
of the central parts of our platform to reclaim a new majority of 
Americans for our party the estaL.�shrnent of a system of national 
service to help people to finance education. And one of our 
founding members and guiding lights is here, Representative Dave 
Mccurdy from Oklahoma. I'd like for him to stand up. 
(Applause.) 

Let me make this last point, if I might, by way of 
be9inning. None of these things happen at the national level. 
We empower them to happen and then people have to do things here 
at the grassroots. And I want to say a special word of thanks to 
your Governor for supporting the New Jersey Youth Corps and 
several other projects like it around the state, because if 
nobody's here to believe in this, it can't happen. And I thank 
Governor Florio for his support for these things. (Applause.) 

I came here to ask all of you to join me in a great 
national adventure, for in the next few weeks I will ask the 
United States Congress to join me in creating a new system of 
voluntary national service -- something that I believe in the 
next few years will change America forever and for the better. 

My parents' generation won new dignity working their 
way out of the great Depression through programs that provided 
them the opportunity to serve and to survive. Brave men and 
women in my own generation waged and won peaceful revolutions 
here at home for civil rights and human rights, and began service 
around the world in the Peace Corps and here at home in Vista. 
Now, Americans of every generation face profound challenges in 
meeting the needs that have been neglected for too long in this 
country -- from city streets plagued by crime and drugs to 
classrooms where girls and boys must learn the skills they need 
for tomorrow, to hospital wards where patients need more care. 
All across America we have problems that demand our common 
attention. 

For those who answer the call and meet these 
challenges, I propose that our country honor your service with 
new opportunities for education. National service will be 
America at its best -- building community, offering opportunity, 
and rewarding responsibility. National service is a challenge 
for Americans from every background and walk of life, and it 
values something far more than money. National service is 
nothing less than the American way to change America. 
(Applause.) 

It is rooted in the concept of community: the 
simple idea that none of us on our own will ever have as much to 
cherish about our own lives if we are out here all alone as we 
will if we work together. That somehow a society really is an 
organism in which the whole can be greater than the sum of its 
parts. And every one of us, no matter how many privilege� with 
which we are born, can still be enriched by the 9ontribut1ons of 
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it must therefore follow that 
. For it is perfectly clear 

> of us

In the midst of World War II, President Roosevelt 
proposed the GI Bill of Rights, which offered returning veterans 
the opportunity for education in respect to their service to our

^he Y!r* Thanks to the GI BiH/ which became a living 
reality in President Truman's time, more than eight million 
veterans got advanced education. And half a century later, the 
enduring legacy of the GI Bill is the strongest economy in the 
world and the broadest, biggest middle class that any nation has 
ever enjoyed.

Seven decades after the Civil War in the midst of 
the Great Depression, President Roosevelt created the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, which gave 2.5 million young people the 
opportunity to support themselves while working in disaster 
relief and maintaining forests, beaches, rivers, and parks. Its 
legacy is not only the restoration of our natural environment, 
but the restoration of our national spirit. Along with the Works 
Products Administration — the WPA — the Civilian Conservation 
Corps symbolized government's effort to provide a nation in 
depression with the opportunity to work, to build the American 
community through service. And all over America today, you can 
see projects — even today in the 1990s — built by your parents 
or your grandparents with the WPA plaque on it — the CCC plaque 
on it the idea that people should be asked to serve and 
rewarded for doing it.

up. The 
This

The university in my home state was

that is so — if that is true, my fellow 
Americans, and if you believe it, it must therefore follow that 
each of us has an obligation to serve. r  1_ 
that all of us cannot be what we ought to be*unti/those of us 
who can help others — and that is nearly all of us — are doing 
something to help others live up to their potential. The concept 
of community and the idea of service are as old as our history 
They began the moment America was literally invented.

Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of
Independence, "With a firm reliance on the protection of Divine 
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our 
fortune, and our sacred honor." In the midst of the Civil War, 
President Lincoln signed into law two visionary programs that 
helped our people come together again and build America u~ 
Morrill Act helped states create new land grant colleges.' 
is a land grant university. 1,^ ;
the first land grant college west of the Mississippi* River?

In these places, young people learn to make American 
agriculture and industry the best in the world. The legacy of 
the Morrill Act is not only our great colleges and universities 
like Rutgers, but the American tradition that merit and not money 
should give people a chance for a higher education. (Applause.)

Mr. Lincoln also signed the Homestead Act that 
offered 100 acres of land for families who had the courage to 
settle the frontier and farm the wilderness. Its legacy is a 
nation that stretches from coast to coast. Now we must create a 
new legacy that gives a new generation of Americans the right and 
the power to explore the frontiers of science and technology and 
space. The frontiers of the limitations of our knowledge must be 
pushed back so that we can do what we need to do. And education 
is the way to do it, just as surely as it was more than 100 years 
clCJO •

u. . For many in my own generation, the summons to
citizenship and service came on this day 32 years ago, when 
President Kennedy created the Peace Corps with Sargent Shriver 
and Harris Wofford and other dedicated Americans when President

Cr5at^? th^ P<7ace CorPS- With Sargent Shriver and Harris 
Wofford and other dedicated Americans, he enabled thousands of

the least of us. And that we will never fulfill our individual 
capacities until, as Americans, we can all be what God meant for 
us to be. (Applause.)

And that we will never fulfill our individual

(Applause.)
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young men and women to serve on the leading edge of the new 
frontier, helping people all over the world to become what they 
ought to be, and bringing them the message by their very lives 
that America was a great country that stood for good values and 
human progress. 

At its height, the Peace Corps enrolled 16,000 young 
men and women. Its legacy is not simply goodwill and good works 
in countries all across the globe, but a profound and lasting 
change in the way Americans think about their own country and the 
world. 

Shortly after the Peace Corps, Congress, under 
President Johnson, created the volunteers and service to America. 
Senator Jay Rockefeller, who� I introduced a moment ago, and many 
thousands of other Americans 'went to the hills and hollows of 
poor places, like West Virginia and Arkansas and Mississippi, to 
lift up Americans through their service. 

The lesson of our whole history is that honoring 
service and rewarding responsibility is the best investment 
America can make. And I have seen it today. Across this great 
land, through the Los Angeles Conservation Corps, which took the 
children who lived in the neighborhoods where the riots occurred 
and gave them a chance to get out into nature and to clean up 
their own neighborhoods and to lift themselves and their friends 
in the effort; in Boston with the City Year program -- with all 
these programs represented here in this room today, the spirit of 
service is sweeping this country and giving us a chance to put 
the quilt of America together in a way that makes a strength out 
of diversity; that lifts us up out of vur problems; and that 
keeps our people looking toward a better and brighter future. 
(Applause.) 

National service recognizes a simple but powerful 
truth -- that we make progress not by governmental action alone, 
but we do best when the people and their government work at the 
grassroots in genuine partnership. The idea of national service 
permeates many other aspects of the programs I have sought to 
bring to America. The economic plan that I announced to 
Congress, for example, will offer every child the chance for a

healthy start through immunization and basic health care and He�d 
Start. (Applause.) But still it depends on parents doing the 
best they can as parents and children making the most of their 
opportunities. 

The plan can help to rebuild our cities and our 
small communities through physical investments that will put 
people to work. But Americans still must work to restore the 
social fabric that has been torn in too many communities. Unless 
people know we can work together in our schools and our offices, 
in our factories, unless they believe we can walk the streets 
safely together, and unless we do that together, governmental 
action alone is doomed to fail. (Applause.) 

The national service plan I propose will be built 
the same principles as the old GI Bill -- when people give 
something of invaluable merit to their country, they ought to �-· 
rewarded with the opportunity to further their education. 
National service will challenge our people to do the work th�t 
should and indeed must be done and cannot be done unless the 
American people voluntarily give themselves up to that work. :� 
will invest in the future of every person who serves. 

And as we rekindle the spirit of national service. 
know it won't disappoint many of the students here to know th�: 
we also have to reform the whole system of student loans. 
(Applause.) We should begin by making it easier for young people 
to pay back their student loans and enabling them to hold jobs 
(applause) -- enabling them to hold jobs that may accomplish 
much, but pay little. 

MORE 
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Today, when students borrow money for an education, 
the repayment plan they make is based largely on how much they 
have to repay, without regard to what the jobs they take 
themselves pay. It is a powerful incentive, therefore, for young 
college graduates to do just the reverse of what we might want 
them to do; to take a job that pays more even it is less 
rewarding because that is the job that will make the repayment of 
the loans possible. It is also, unfortunately, a powerful 
incentive for some not to make the payments at all, which is 
unforgivable. 

So what we seek to do is to enable the American 
students to borrow the money they need for college and pay it 
back as a small percentage of their own income over time. This 
is especially important after a decade in which the cost of a 
college education has gone up even more rapidly than the cost of 
health care. (Applause.) Making a major contribution to one of 
the more disturbing statistics in America today, which is that 
the college dropout rate in this country is now 2.5 times the 
high school dropout rate. We can do better than that through 
national service and adequate financing. (Applause.) 

The present system is unacceptable, not only for 
students, but for the taxpayers as well. It's complicated and 
it's expensive. It costs the taxpayers of our country about $4 
billion every year to finance the student loan program because of

loan defaults and the cost of administering the program. And I 
believe we can do better. 

Beyond reforming this system for financing higher 
education, the national service program more importantly will 
create new opportunities for Americans to work off outstanding 
loans or to build up credits for future education and training 
opportunities. 

We'll ask young people all across this country and 
some who aren't so young who want to further their college 
education to serve in our schools as teachers or tutors in 
reading and mathematics. We'll ask you to help our police forces 
across the nation, training members for a new police corps that 
will walk beats and work with neighborhoods and build the kind of

communities ties that will prevent crime from happening in the 
first place so that our police officers won't have to spend al� 
their time chasing criminals. (Applause.) 

We'll ask young people to work, to help control 
pollution and recycle waste, to paint darkened buildings and 
clean up neighborhoods. (Applause.) To work with senior 
citizens and combat homelessness and help children in trouble gc: 
out of it and build a better life. (Applause.) 

And these are just a few of the things that you �i:: 
be able to, for most of the decisions about what you can do wi�: 
be made by people like those in this room, people who run the 
programs represented by all of those wearing these different 
kinds of tee-shirts. We don't s�ek a national bureaucracy. I

have spoken often about how we need to reinvent the government 
make it more efficient and less cureaucratic, to make it more 
responsive to people at the grassroots level. 

And I want national service to do just that. I �  1· · 

it to empower young people and their communities, not to empo·ft·. :­
yet another government bureaucracy in Washington. This is go.- 1 
to be your program at your level with your people. (Applause. 1 

And as you well know, that's what's happening all 
across America today. People are already serving their neighbc�s 
in their neighborhoods. Just this morning, I was inspired to s0� 
and to speak with students from Rutgers serving their community, 
from mentoring young people as Big Sisters, to helping older 
people learn new skills. 

MORE 
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And that spirit, during this academic

in Camden,m Newark, throughout this state.

degrees, also serve in their conununiile; Though this Bogran,
o? serves ^0?hy°U!VdU?S have contributed over Surs
of service to the state of Nev Jersey. (Applause.)

senior citizens'Fore?Aet?u^J:ro?nd in after-school prolans!
we need more young people

And in that area,
4-0 • -- — waiauh luiis a Lnrirt shAndPin ietu^nn9th^andi?°m?leSSpeOple With food and clothing. 
And in return, the Delta Four is qoina to heln hnr „„i

so that she can make

to start over. He works as a team leader, a 
a project manager for a bunch of young people 
r citizens' homes.

Last year when I visited his project, he liters 
SWe!tshirt his back and gave it to m4 2o t£at ?

£os?oi f remembering^hat ^^6^0^^^

Boston to help those kids.

• 
* /

project, he literally

And I still wear it

•ore than 800 students fi^
°'2°° 1" Nevt^“^?°re tha"

^dv^™j^h::"^a?-^a-at--u-’r-naxng that

only take the lessons they learn in class out ?nJ«\S ld K 
c?assroS’.th?Ap;TauseJhey ln the o°’”u"ity back in^e7'

an even greater contribution.

The spirit of service also j----  -
nrnnV a?0 named StePhen Spalos, who works’with a City Yeaf

R1? Bos^on- At.age 23, he's had some hard times in his ' 
ton?; t £ a\?e PUtS Cit* Year 9ave him a place and the
tools to be able to start over. He works as a team leader a 
who^eAt3 tUtor! a Project manager for a bunch of young people 
who restore senior citizens' homes. p p

(Applause.)

v a.1- morning 1 also met with members of the New
Jersey Youth Corps. Here they are. (Applause.) Stand up 
lnEn1?USe’*i ^°Un? pe°Ple who are looking for a second chaAce at 

an? who when coming back to finish their high school

(Applause.)

of Weslevan °f service moves °rah Fireman, a grad..:-
with diSadCantanod 3 S?PhotTlore in high school, she worke !

K d children in upstate New York. That experic- •
ged her life. And during her high school and collegePyears 

colleae shZ ha° children- And now that she is out f
h be9un what will probably be a lifetime of

in Rnqtn? working at a school for emotionally disturbed chili--• 
serve^and cS® wa2ts °bher People to have the opportunity to 
and ^he wrote this: Service work teaches responsibility
that- t-hPassion. It fights alienation by proving to young peocle 

?hanXV dlf£eren«- The- - lesson .ore '

o^them^hr^^^3?^"? ^'^^ing ^create thousandJ°o? more 

of them through national service. We'll work with groups with

MORE

In mv state thoL?? 1 people all across the nation.
' th?re s a Young woman named Antoinette Jackson 

who s a senior in a small community called Gauld Arkansas
Delta ts^ ^e^or61:3 ^e iur^^issipp x

ueica is still the poorest place m America. And in that area 
she works with a ''Lend a Hand” program which runs a thrift shop

t2 help her attend college 
(Applause.)

I met a lady today who has 13 grandchildren and ^Iaf-9randchildren who dropped out of school the year before I 

was born ““is about to become a high school graduate shortly 
th:«?e :L^eu;ffO (Applause") PrO9ram- (APPlaus-> lssheyback

I!®JinpF?ssed bY the spirit behind the Rutgers civic 

: the understanding that

ho— eY.lYe_d?!?e ewything from paint

For the future of our state anFnati^n, i
of^service.1" ”” Ne” JerSey YOUth C°rpS Who exe”Plify tte Spirit

moves a young man I met

At ag® 23, he's had some hard times in his
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proven track records to serve their community, giving them the 
support they need. And if you have more good ideas, if you're 
entrepreneurs of national service, we'll let you compete for our 
form of ventu�e capital -- develop new programs to serve your 
neighbors. That's how we want the national service program to 
grow every year -- rewarding results, building on success, and 
bubbling up from the grassroots energy and compassion and 
intellect of America. 

I don't want service to wait while this potential is 
wasted. That's why I want to make this summer a summer of 
service, when young people can not only serve their communities, 
but build a foundation for a new national effort. I've asked 
Congress to invest in and I'm asking young people to participate 
in a special effort in national service and leadership training 
just this summer. We are going to recruit about 1,000 young 
people from every background -- from high school dropouts to 
college graduates, to send to an intensive leadership training 
program for national service at the beginning of the summer. 

Then we'll ask them to work on one of our country's. 
most urgent problems, helping our children who are in danger of 
losing their God-given potential. Some of them will tutor. Some 
will work on programs to immunize young children from preventible 
childhood diseases. Some will help to develop and run 
recreational centers or reclaim urban parks from dealers and 
debris. Some will counsel people a few years younger than 
themselves to keep them out of gangs and into good activities. 
And everyone will learn about serving our country and helping our 
communities. 

At the end of this summer, we'll bring all these 
people together for several days of debriefing and training, and 
then they'll all join in a youth service summit. I will attend 
the meeting and I expect to listen a lot more than I talk. I'll 
ask leaders from Congress, from business, labor, religious, and 
community groups to attend the youth service summit, too. We'll 
give those who serve the honor they deserve, and we'll learn a 
lot more about how to build this national service program. And 
from the thousand pioneers of this summer, I want the national 
service to grow 100-fold in the next four years. {Applause.) 

But even when hundreds of thousands are serving, I 
want to maintain the pioneer spirit of this first few months, 
because national service can make America new again. It can help 
solve our problems, educate our people, and build our communities 
back together. So ifanybody here would like to be one of those 
1,000 -- or if anybody who is listening to this speech by radio 
or television or reads about it and would like to be one of those 
1,000, drop me a card at the White House and just mark it 
national service. We're going to pick them. And I can't promise 
you'll be selected, but I promise you'll be considered. I want 
to engage the energies of America in this effort. {Applause.) 

I also want to say that you shouldn't wait for the 
summer or for a new program. We need to begin now. We are gc.-; 
to be looking for the kinds of ide�s that we ought to be fundt,1 
This is Monday. I ask you by Friday -- every one of you -- to 
think about what you think you can do and what we should do to tt' 
agents of renewal; to talk with your parents, your clergy, your 
friends, your teachers, to join the effort to renew our commu�: ►

, 

and to rebuild our country; and to write to me about what you ��� 
doing. It's time for millions of us to change our country blo�� 
by block, neighborhood by neighborhood -- time to return to ou� 
roots an excitement, an idealism, and an energy. (Applause.) 

I have to tell you that there are some among us �h� 
do not believe that young Americans will answer a call to acti��. 
who believe that our people now measure their success merely in 
the accumulation of material things. They believe this call to 
service will go unanswered. But I believe they are dead wrong. 
(Applause.) 
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And so, especially to the young Americans here, I 
ask you to prove that those who doubt you are wrong about your 
generation. And today I ask all of you who are young in spirit 
-- whether you are a 10-year-old in a service program in our 
schools who reads to still younger children, or a 72-year-old who 
has become a foster grandparent -- I ask you all to believe that 
you can contribute to your community and your country. And in so 
doing, you will find the best in yourself. 

You will learn the lessons about your life that you 
might not ever learn any other way. You will learn again that 
each of us has the spark of potential to accomplish something 
truly and enduringly unique. You will experience the 
satisfaction of making a connection in a way with another person 
that you could do in no other way. You will learn that the joy 
of mastering a new skill or discovering a new insight is exceeded 
only by the joy ot helping someone else do the same thing. You 
will know the satisfaction of being valued not for what you own 
or what you earn or what position you hold, but just because of 
what you have given to someone else. (Applause.) You will 
understand in personal ways the wisdom of the words spoken year� 
ago by Martin Luther King who said "Everybody can be great 
because everybody can serve." (Applause.) 

I ask you all, my fellow Americans, to support our 
proposal for national service and to live a proposal for national 
service; to learn the meaning of America at its best, and to 
recreate for others America at its best. We are not just another 
country. We have always been a special kind of community, linked 
by a web of rights and responsibilities, and bound together, not 
by bloodlines, but by beliefs. At an age in time when people all 
across the world are being literally torn apart by racial 
hatreds, by ethnic hatreds, by religious divisions, we are a 
nation, with all of our problems, where people can come together 
across racial and religious lines and hold hands and work 
together, not just to endure our differences, but to celebrate 
them. I ask you to make America celebrate that again. 
(Applause.) 

I ask you, in closing, to commit yourselves to this 
season of service because America needs it. We need every one of 
you to live up to the fullest of your potential, and we need you 
to reach those who are not here and who will never hear this 
talk, and who will never have the future they could otherwise 
have if not for something that you could do. The great challe�10 
of your generation is to prove that every person here in this 
great land can live up to the fullest of their God-given 
capacity. If we do it, the 21st century will be the American 
century. The American Dream will be kept alive if you will to•.! 1 :· 

answer the call to service. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. (Applause.) 

E?lD 1:50 P.M. 
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introduction. 7 
make a great duo there, 
she was great.

We'd
I thought

Francis Lawrence — for his fine speech.
Frank? I should have asked. (Laughter.)
Professor Benjamin Barber for his leadership and service"here.

But you have some members of the Congress from all 
over America here and I want to introduce them, too, because they 
have taken a lot of trouble to come to Rutgers and because 
without them and without the people who represent you, the 
proposal I make today has no hope of passage.

Many members of the Congress for years have believed 
we ought to do more in national service and some of them are here 
today. I'd like to begin by introducing your Senator Bill 
Bradley, who's behind me. (Applause.) I must say, when I walked 
into this arena, I turned around and asked Bill Bradley if he'd 
ever shot any baskets in here. I'd be intimidated to be the 
opposing team in here. (Applause.) Senator Bradley sponsored 
legislation to establish neighborhood corps and self-reliance 
scholarships, things that are forbearers of the proposal I 
to make.

I'd like to recognize the presence on the platform 
of Senator Ted Kennedy from Massachusetts — (applause) — who 
chairs the Senate Committee on Human Resources and Education, 
which sheparded the pilot national and community service bill 
through the Congress in the last session, along with his 
counterpart who is out here in the audience somewhere. I'd like 
to ask him to stand up. The Chairman of the House Committee, 
Congressman Bill Ford, who came all the way from Michigan to be 
with us. Congressman, would you stand up. (Applause.)

In addition to the people who have been introduced
here, there are a host of mayors and members of the Assembly and 
county officials here from your state. We have two former 
governors, both of whom I served with — Brendan Byrne and Tom 
Kean who are out there. I'm glad to see them. (Applause.) My 
friends. We have a distinguished array of members of the House 
from New Jersey — Herb Klein, Bob Manendez, Frank Pallone, 
Donald Payne — (applause).

I'd like to thank President Frank Lawrence for his - 
Does anybody call him 
I want to compliment

(Applause.) And I want to thank all of you*here in the Rutgers 
community for coming out for what I hope will be a truly historic 
moment in our nation's history. (Applause.)

IJd like to recognize in the audience the presence 
of Senator Chris Dodd from Connecticut, who was one of the first 
Peace Corps volunteers in the United States. (Applause.)

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. (*
Thank you, Nakia Tomlinson for that fine

I wish I could take you with me everywhere. 
Let's give her another hand. 

(Applause.)
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The_membe: of Congre�s who introduced many, many
rears ago, the firs� piece of national service legislation ever 
introduced, the Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee 
Senator Clairborne Pell from Rhode Island is here. (Applau�e.) 

. I'd also like to introduce the only person in this
audience, at least of our crowd, who doesn't have to look up to 
Senator Bradley, Senator Jay Rockefeller from West Virginia an 
early VISTA volunteer in the United States. (Applause.) 

And finally I would like to recognize two other 
people, one, a member of the United States Senate and one a 
distinguished American citizen, the first boss of the Peace 
Corps, Sargent Shriver, who's up here with me. (Applause.) And 
his deputy, Senator Harris Wofford, from Pennsylvania. 
(Applause.) And Mrs. Wofford, I'm glad to see you. (Applause.) 

Now, I was involved before I became President in a 
group called the Democratic Leadership.Council, and we made one 
of the central parts of our platform to reclaim a new majority of 
Americans for our party the estaL.;shment of a system of national 
service to help people to finance education. And one of our 
founding members and guiding lights is here, Representative Dave 
Mccurdy from Oklahoma. I'd like for him to stand up. 
(Applause.) 

Let me make this last point, if I might, by way of 
beginning. None of these things happen at the national level. 
We empower them to happen and then people have to do things here 
at the grassroots. And I want to say a special word of thanks to 
your Governor for supporting the New Jersey Youth Corps and 
several other projects like it around the state, because if 
nobody's here to believe in this, it can't happen. And I thank 
Governor Florio for his support for these things. (Applause.) 

I came here to ask all of you to join me in a great 
national adventure, for in the next few weeks I will ask the 
United States Congress to join me in creating a new system of 
voluntary national service -- something that I believe in the 
next few years will change America forever and for the better. 

My parents' generation won new dignity working their 
way out of the great Depression through programs that provided 
them the opportunity to serve and to survive. Brave men and 
women in my own generation waged and won peaceful revolutions 
here at home for civil rights and human rights, and began service 
around the world in the Peace Corps and here at home in Vista. 
Now, Americans of every generation face profound challenges in 
meeting the needs that have been neglected for too long in this 
country -- from city streets plagued by crime and drugs to 
classrooms where girls and boys must learn the skills they need 
for tomorrow, to hospital wards where patients need more care. 
All across America we have problems that demand our common 
attention. 

For those who answer the call and meet these 
challenges, I propose that our country honor your service with 
new opportunities for education. National service will be 
America at its best -- building community, offering opportunity, 
and rewarding responsibility. National service is a challenge 
for Americans from every background and walk of life, and it 
values something far more than money. National service is 
nothing less than the American way to change America. 
(Applause.) 

It is rooted in the concept of community: the 
simple idea that none of us on our own will ever have as much to 
cherish about our own lives if we are out here all alone as we 
will if we work together. That somehow a society really is_an
organism in which the whole can be greater than th� �um of i�s
p�rts. And every one of us, no matter how many privilege� with 
which we are born, can still be enriched by the contributions of 
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the least of us. And that we will never fulfill our individual 
capacities until, as Americans, we can all be what God meant for 
us to be. (Applause.) 

If that is so -- if that is true, my fellow 
Americans, and if you believe it, it must therefore follow that 
each of us has an obligation to serve. For it is perfectly clear 
that all of us cannot be what we ought to be until those of us 
who can help others -- and that is nearly all of us -- are doing 
something to help others live up to their potential. The concept 
of community and the idea of service are as old as our history. 
They began the moment America was literally invented. 

Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of 
Independence, "With a firm reliance on the protection of Divine 
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our 
fortune, and our sacred honor." In the midst of the Civil War, 
President Lincoln signed into law two visionary programs that 
helped our people come together again and build America up. The 
Morrill Act helped states create new land grant colleges. This 
is a land grant university. The university in my home state was 
the first land grant college west of the Mississippi River. 

In these places, young people learn to make American 
agriculture and industry the best in the world. The legacy of 
the Morrill Act is not only our great colleges and universities 
like Rutgers, but the American tradition that merit and not money 
should give people a chance for a higher education. (Applause.) 

Mr. Lincoln also signed the Homestead Act that 
offered 100 acres of land for families who had the courage to 
settle the frontier and farm the wilderness. Its legacy is a 
nation that stretches from coast to coast. Now we must create a 
new legacy that gives a new generation of Americans the right and 
the power to explore the frontiers of science and technology and 
space. The frontiers of the limitations of our knowledge must be 
pushed back so that we can do what we need to do. And education 
is the way to do it, just as surely as it was more than 100 years 
ago. 

Seven decades after the Civil War in the midst of 
the Great Depression, President Roosevelt created the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, which gave 2.5 million young people the 
opportunity to support themselves while working in disaster 
relief and maintaining forests, beaches, rivers, and parks. Its 
legacy is not only the restoration of our natural environment, 
but the restoration of our national spirit. Along with the Works 
Products Administration -- the WPA -- the Civilian Conservation 
Corps symbolized government's effort to provide a nation in 
depression with the opportunity to work, to build the American 
community through service. And all over America today, you can 
see projects -- even today in the 1990s -- built by your parents 
or your grandparents with the WPA plaque on it -- the CCC plaque 
on it -- the idea that people should be asked to serve and 
rewarded for doing it. 

In the midst of World War II, President Roosevelt 
proposed the GI Bill of Rights, which offered returning veterans 
the opportunity for education in respect to their service to our 
country in the war. Thanks to the GI Bill, which became a liv,nq 
reality in President Truman's time, more than eight million 
veterans got advanced education. And half a century later, the 
enduring legacy of the GI Bill is the strongest economy in the 
world and the broadest, biggest middle class that any nation has 
ever enjoyed. 

For many in my own generation, the summons to 
citizenship and service came on this day 32 years ago, when 
President Kennedy created the Peace Corps with Sargent Shriver 
and Harris Wofford and other dedicated Americans when President 
Kennedy created the Peace Corps. With Sargent Shriver and Harris 
Wofford and other dedicated Americans, he enabled thousands of 

MORE 
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young men and women to serve on the leading edge of the new 
frontier, helping people all over the world to become what they 
ought to be, and bringing them the message by their very lives 
that America was a great country that stood for good values and 
human progress. 

At its height, the Peace Corps enrolled 16,000 young 
men and women. Its legacy is not simply goodwill and good works 
in countries all across the globe, but a profound and lasting 
change in the way Americans think about their own country and the 
world. 

Shortly after the Peace Corps, Congress, under 
President Johnson, created the volunteers and service to America. 
Senator Jay Rockefeller, who� I introduced a moment ago, and many 
thousands of other Americans went to the hills and hollows of 
poor places, like West Virginia and Arkansas and Mississippi, to 
lift up Americans through their service. 

The lesson of our whole history is that honoring 
service and rewarding responsibility is the best investment 
America can make. And I have seen it today. Across this great 
land, through the Los Angeles Conservation Corps, which took the 
children who lived in the neighborhoods where the riots occurred 
and gave them a chance to get out into nature and to clean up 
their own neighborhoods and to lift themselves and their friends 
in the effort; in Boston with the City Year program -- with all 
these programs represented here in this room today, the spirit of 
service is sweeping this country and giving us a chance to put 
the quilt of America together in a way that makes a strength out 
of diversity; that lifts us up out o� �ur problems; and that 
keeps our people looking toward a better and brighter future. 
(Applause.) 

National service recognizes a simple but powerful 
truth -- that we make progress not by governmental action alone, 
but we do best when the people and their government work at the 
grassroots in genuine partnership. The idea of national service 
permeates many other aspects of the programs I have sought to 
bring to America. The economic plan that I announced to 
Congress, for example, will offer every child the chance for a 
healthy start through immunization and basic health care and He�d 
Start. {Applause.) But still it depends on parents doing the 
best they can as parents and children making the most of their 
opportunities. 

The plan can help to rebuild our cities and our 
small communities through physical investments that will put 
people to work. But Americans still must work to restore the 
social fabric that has been torn in too many communities. Unless 
people know we can work together in our schools and our offices. 
in our factories, unless they believe we can walk the streets 
safely together, and unless we do that together, governmental 
action alone is doomed to fail. (Applause.) 

The national service plan I propose will be built 
the same principles as the old GI Bill -- when people give 
something of invaluable merit to their country, they ought to �-· 
rewarded with the opportunity to further their education. 
National service will challenge our people to do the work thut 
should and indeed must be done and cannot be done unless the 
American people voluntarily give themselves up to that work. :: 
will invest in the future of every person who serves. 

And as we rekindle the spirit of national service. 
know it won't disappoint many of the students here to know thJ� 
we also have to reform the whole system of student loans. 
(Applause.) We should begin by making it easier for young people 
to pay back their student loans and enabling them to hold jobs 
(applause) -- enabling them to hold jobs that may accomplish 
much, but pay little. 

MORE 
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Beyond reforming this system for financing higher 
e natinnai corvina ___ •___ . . r

get

be able to, for most of the decisions about what

see

to helping older

MORE

program more importantly will 
work off outstanding

It's complicated and 
our country about $4

student loan program because of

. And I

the repayment plan they make is based 
j---  .

themselves pay.
(

them to do;

college education has gone up even ioJe rapuly Sin the cos?
JhZ <*PPlause-> «a*ing a major contribution ?
the more disturbing statistics in America today, whicn is tna

in..this —try is noSV^tim:: th2

you will
be made by people like those in this room^peopleYwhoCrunathe1‘' 

I!?r!!?nJed bX °f “e«ing these d?ffere“

t.ha Today, when students borrow money for an education
the repayment plan they make is based largely on how much '
have to repay, without regard to what the jibs ihiy tike ? 
themselves pay. it is a powerful incentive, therefore for ----
theme?oe ior:dtuoat:askioad?o^?iathPeaj:v:i:: e^ii r: waAt ’

some not to make the payments«s ls

I
communities, not to empo--. 

, • This is go ir. ;
your level with your people. (Applause.)

* • And as you wel1 know' that's what's happening all
in thei^nnpt«hht°hayA People are already serving their neighbors 

neighborhoods. Just this morning, I was inspired to 
f?L °PnS?nHnWlth students from Rutgers serving their community, 
peopli ieJ°iwiC?P 33 Biq SiSterS’ tO helpin5 °lder

some who eveJr'11 aSk YOU29 people 311 across this country and 
f Y°Ung who want to further their college

education to serve in our schools as teachers or tutors in 
fa!ding^?nd “athematics. we'll ask you to help our police forces 
across the nation, training members for a new police corns that 
will walk beats and work with neighborhoods and build the kind of
Ztn;± sie:??at Wil1 prevent Crime from happening In tSe

Place so that our police officers won't have to spend all 
their time chasing criminals. (Applause.) P

We'll ask young people to work, to help control 
pollution and recycle waste, to paint darkened buildings and 
clean up neighborhoods. (Applause.) To work with senior
oJt ofnita2ndCbuU^ homelessness and help children in trouble 
out of it and build a better life. (Applause.)

just a few of the things that 

' you can do will

high school dropout rate. l._  
national service and adequate financing.

students h„t-T^PfbSeft systeln is unacceptable, not only for 
it^ ex^nsi^e rt Wel1’ ^Plicated and
bini'^r^ear tS flnanc: ab°Ut 54

beUev^can^o be?te?St °E ad,ninisterin9 the' program?

a. , S° what we seek to do is to enable the American
tO b<jTrow the money they need for college and pay it 

is LSAn8 • percentage of their own income over time. This 
is especially important after a decade in which the cost of a

____ (JPPlauseJ Making a major contributiorTto^one of 

which is that

We can do better than that through 
4-0 (Applause.)

kinHc nf oU.'_a- ,, I ------- "uur vaic&e ailierenchi™ o fvtee“®birts- We don't seek a national bureaucracy. I 
mivi spoken often about how we need to reinvent the government 
«spoisirorLenfiCfen\a^ less turM“cratic, to make it more 
responsive to people at the grassroots level.

. And 1 want national service to do just that,
iet ene.E°Wer y°ung people and their c-----
yet another government bureaucracy in Washington, 
to be your program at T--- ...

education, the national service p__ 
create new opportunities for Americans to i
opportunities?1^4 UP CreditS f°r fUtUre aducation and training
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uau curing unis academic vear alone-e contributing more thaA

in Camden,in Newark, throughout this state.

t«,- v a.«_ This morning I also met with members of the New 
S°rpS- Here the* are- (Applause.) Stand up 

(Applause.) Young people who are looking for a second chance 
. a2? "hL±n< fi"ish high aS“r at

Delta is still the poorest place in Am^a. And in that
toenrn5?!LWhth 3 "Le!J\a Hand" Pro9rain which runs a thrift shop 
ariHPfOVld® hungrY ar»d homeless people with food and clothing
sSdth2trShercan mAkDelta F°Ur iS g°ing tO help her attend college 

that she can make an even greater contribution. (Applause )

to start over. He works as a team leader, a 
a project manager for a bunch of young people 
r citizens' homes. F

BolJ ?o what they're doing in

a grad.. •.: •

years.
4

Through this program, 
-J over 900,000 hours 

(Applause.)

Tn mv IlJat fpirit also moves people all across the nation.
uhn?c state, there s a young woman named Antoinette Jackson,
She's a member o? asffiall community called Gauld, Arkansas. 
She s a member of the Delta Service Corps. The rural Mississippi

I met a lady today who has 13 grandchildren nnd 
war^_9randC1:iildren Wh° droPped out of school the year before I 
was born --is about to become a high school graduate shorJIy 

Pr°9ra-

education and1^^8^^^  ̂^nd^S 

fduca^iol tnat £u££rS£Mat

degrees, also serve in their communities. '**t 
more than 6,500 young adults have contributed 
of service to the state of New Jersey.

hnTnoa, 4- 4- ,They'^e done everything from paint senior citizens'
For ?h *utor *nd mentor children in after-school programs, 
like tho^^Vn^^ 2Ur ?tatS and nation' we need more young people 
of JerviJe. 7 Y°Uth C°rpS Wh° exemPlifY the spirit

. The spirit of service also moves a young man I met
about a year ago named Stephen Spalos, who works with a City Y^a- 

sit he's had so"e hard in his
tools to be ablA IT 4.^ lty Year gave him a place and the 
meninr , J J 1 ° Start over* He works as a team leader, a
wiTro^ tutor! a Project manager for a bunch of young people 
who restore senior citizens' homes. g people

a*ts"x s: !:.s™ s.
Of them through national service. We'll work with groups with

MORE

(Applause.)

Of spirit of service moves Orah Fireman,
wffh df y2 C°lle5e- /s a sophomore in high school, she worke i 
changed he^l^fe^ in upstate New York- That experic- •

ng®d her lif®’ And during her high school and college 
cS?l«2‘TV0 K°rk With dhildren. And nov that she is out 
seiiice’bu 2 J- 9^n ”hat Wil1 Probably be a lifetime of 
in Boston7 w°^kln9 at a school tor emotionally disturbed chil lr. • 
serve anA °bher people to have the opportunity to
Ind ™ d wrote this: Service work teaches responsibility 
thatc°J"passion- Tt fights alienation by proving to young peccle 
important than^^t’ dlf£erence- is "» bone

program:

only take the lessons they learn in class out into tho .
^ss^m9.^^.^ learn '

And that spirit, during this academic

6?'°00 h.ours. of community service — in New Brunswick, 

--- ---- - (Applause.)

4-««v >,• year when I visited his project, he literally
took his sweatshirt off his back and gave it to m4 so that I 
wouldnever forget the kids at City Year. And I still wear it

Boston to help those kids.
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and •’m askin<? y°ung people to participate 
s? r^“?rtMrarnr^

people from every background — from high school dropouts to 
college graduates, to send to an intensive leadership traininq 
program for national service at the beginning of the summer.

themselves to keep them out of gangs and into good activities.
Anri pvpkvhho xa/i 11 1 «-a___ _______ _ . _ .

serving our country and helping our

lor rne kinds of ideas that we ought to be fundir-j. 
^^ST,1Si_M°2day’ 1 ask you by Friday — every one of you — to 
think about what you think you can do and what we should do to te

roots an excitement,

wasted, 
service,

ThA^Ld^,tTWan\S?rViC,e tO Wait While this Potential is
That s why I want to make this summer a summer of 

bniiHW?e? yo^.Pe°Ple can not only serve their communities, 
kut-huild a foundation for a new national effort. I’ve asked

Then we'll ask them to work

losing their'God-given potential?  _ oume

Prograins to immunize young children from preventible 
childhood diseases. Some will help to develop and run
recreational centers or reclaim urban parks from dealers 
debris. r-- *-J ’ ’

most urgent problems, helping our children who are in danqer of ' 
losing their God-given potential. Some of them will tutor. some

agents of renewal; to talk with your parents, your clergy, your 
friends, your teachers, to join the effort to renew our communi', 
and to rebuild our country; and to write to me about what you 
doing. It s time for millions of us to change our country bloc* 
by block, neighborhood by neighborhood — time to return to our 
roots an excitement, an idealism, and an energy. (Applause.)

1 have to tell you that there are some among us who
u n°t belleve that young Americans will answer a call to action, 

who believe that our people now measure their success merely in 
the accumulation of material things. They believe this call to 
service will go unanswered. But I believe they are dead wronq.
(Applause.)

At the end of this summer, we'll bring all these 
people together for severe! days of debriefing and training, and 
then they 11 all join m a youth service summit. I will attend 
the meeting and I expect to listen a lot more than I talk. I'll 
ask leaders from Congress, from business, labor, religious, and 
community groups to attend the youth service summit, too. We'll 
give those who serve the honor they deserve, and we'll learn a 
lot more about how to build this national service program. And 
from the thousand pioneers of this summer, I want the national 
service to grow 100-fold in the next four years. (Applause.)

But even when hundreds of thousands are serving, I 
want to maintain the pioneer spirit of this first few months, 
because national service can make America new again. It can help 
solve our problems, educate our people, and build our communities 
?a^?°gethe^ So lfanYbody here would like to be one of those 
1,000 or if anybody who is listening to this speech by radio 
?r.^leY1S1On or reads ab°ut it and would like to be one of those 
1,000, drop me a card at the White House and just mark it

W!'re g°ing tO pick thein- And 1 can,t Promise 
you 11 be selected, but I promise you'll be considered. I want 
to engage the energies of America in this effort. (Applause.)

I also want to say that you shouldn't wait for the 
summer or for a new program. We need to begin now. We are go;-; 
to.be. looJcmg for the kinds of ideas that we ought to be fundiri

form of venturefcapitaia--SdevelJp new^rogram^t^seJve your^

up ffoni $he grassroots energy and compassion and 
intellect of America.

on one of our country's.

Some of them will tutor.

Some will help to develop and

Some will counsel people a few years younger than™1

And everyone will learn about 
communities.
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And today I ask all of yoG who are young in spirit 
>u are a 10—veav—H .  j __ 2 y . !sPiric

And in so

A" « -y with aether

You

1 2^ ^?U a1^' “Y fellow Americans, to support our 
£or,national service and to live a proposal fo? nai-,™

country.

hatreds, by ethnic hatreds, by religious divisions we are

them.

Thank you, and God bless you all.
(Applause.)

END 1:50 P.M. J

capacity.
century.

I
I

that you could do in no other way? You will learn that^he^S°n 
: iyar^g^yn:? Ki^nrs^on°eve:i^ So^e1^^ exc-Ld

SatlSfa^tiOn °£ ^ein^ valued not for what

a proposal for national 
I l_j best, and to
We are not just another 

linked
. not

all

:!. 2'^nd_Wh? wil1 never have the future they could otherwi^

»•*

haCo •? 2 W4"LX never nave the future they could otherwisehave if not for something that you could do. The great challe- 
«ea?UL^n^ntiOn iS e° prove that ev^y person h«: L this 

?an 11Ye ?P to fullest of their God-given 
The Arne?? it, the 21st century will be the American

answer the caU to Service?” be kSpt aliVe if yOU wil1

service; to learn the meaning of America at its 
recreate for others America at its best.

your life that you 
You will learn again that 
to accomplish something 

You Will experience the

by a web o^r^h? always been a special kind of community, 
by bloodlinesYbut w^l

O1?£y by the joy of helping someone else do the same thinrr 
wiH know the satisfaction of being valued not for what vou 
^Jhat yeU 6ari? °r What P°sition you ho?d, but just because o? 

under^?Anda^e 91Ven someone else- (Applause.) You will

because everybody can serve.” (Applause.) 9

together, not just to endure our differences, but to celebrate 
(ApplauseJ y°U make A"eriCa celebrate tAat aga?n?

ask y- to th^

your country.
you can contribute to your community and ---
doing, you will find the best in yourself.

. , You will learn the lessons about
might not ever learn any other way. 
each of us has the spark of potential 
truly and enduringly unique.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WAS H [ NGTON

11 March 1993

Dear Colleague,

Best regards,

EJS:ss

Eli J. Segal
Assistant to the President and
Director, Office of National Service

In the next week the staff of the Office of National Service and the Domestic Policy 
Council will be organizing meetings to discuss an outline of a bill to establish President 
Clinton's national service program. President Clinton, in his speech at Rutgers on 
March 1, made it clear that national service is a high priority. We are moving on a fast 
track toward introduction of legislation, and would like to have the benefit of your ideas 
as the program develops.

I would especially appreciate your response to this outline. Please note that although the 
outline focuses solely on student financial aid issues and national service connected to the 
proposed National Service Trust Fund, we are also considering ways in which we can 
promote service more broadly, particularly among school-age youth and older Americans. 
Please send your comments to the attention of Jack Lew, our General Counsel.
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National Service — Now
 

By Bill Clinton
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Federal seed 
money, but local 
management.

chance to repay loans on an afford- 
young able, reasonable schedule, this "In­

come-contingent'■ program will allow 
our people to do the work that our 
communities really need

Second, our legislation will create 
new opportunities tor Americans to 
serve our country for a year or two -

doing Invaluable work because col 
lege loans no longer block the way

But the best planning and the most 
ambitious design won t make this vi­
sion of national service a reaMy That 
responsibility ultimately rests with 
the American people

I am convinced that after 12 years 
of drifting apart Instead of working 
together we are ready to meet the 
challenge From a H year-old boy in 
North Dakota who sent us 11,000 to 
help pay oft the deficit, to a 92-year- 
old widower in Kansas who followed 
his example, people are demonstrat 
mg that they want Io give something 
back to their nation

National service will exercise our 
talents and rebuild our communities 
II will harness the energy of our 
youth and attack the problems of our 
time It will bring together men and 
women of every age and race and lift 
up our nation s spirit And for all of

In lag?
I be­

lieve it will be the best money we ever 
“T—1

If Congress gives us the chance, 
summer we’ll create an eight 

week leadership training program, 
7—._:t more than 1.000 young 

people for special projects to meet

cooiorahg and rural com 
wunltles and giving their labor in re 
tam for education and training

National service is an idea as old as 
America. Time and again, our people 
have found new ways to honor ciliien 
ritlp and match the needs of changing

Lincoln's Homestead Aci rewarded 
those who had the courage to settle the 
frontier with the land Io raise a family 
Franklin D Roosevelt’s Social Securl 
ty Act Insured that Americans who 
work a lifetime can grow old with 
dignity Harry S Truman's G.l Bill 
rewarded the aervlce of my father's 
generation, transforming youthful vet 
arans kilo an army of educated civil 
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THE PRESIDENT: My fellow citizens, today we celebrate 
the mystery of American renewal. This ceremony is held in the depth 
of winter, but by the words we speak and the faces we show the world, 
we force the ·spring -- a spring reborn in the world's oldest 
democracy that brings forth the vision and courage to reinvent 
America. 

When our Founders boldly declared America's independence 
to the world and our purposes to the Almighty, they knew that America 
to endure would have to change; not change :or change sake, but 
change to preserve America's ideals: life, liberty, the pursuit of 
happiness. 

Though we marched to the music of our time, our mission 
is timeless. Each generation of Americans must define what it means 
to be an American. 

On behalf of our nation, I salute my predecessor, 
President Bush, for his half-century of sen•ice to America. 
(Applause.) And I thank the millions of men and women whose 
steadfastness and sacrifice triumphed over depression, fascism and 
communism. 

Today, a generation raised in the shadows of the Cold 
War assumes new responsibilities in a world warmed by the sunshine of 
freedom, but threatened still by ancient hatreds and new plagues. 
Raised in unrivaled prosperity, we inherit an economy that is still 
the world's strongest, but is weakened by business failures, stagnant 
wages, increasing inequality and deep divisions among our own people. 

When George Washington first took the oath I have just 
sworn to uphold, news traveled slowly across the land by horseback 
and across the ocean by boat. Now, the sights and sounds of this 
ceremony are broadcast instantaneously to billions around the world. 
Communications and commerce are global. Investment is mobil. 
Technology is almost magical. And ambition for a better life is now 
universal. 

We earn our livelihood in America today in peaceful 
competition with people all across the Earth. Profound and powerful 
forces are shaking and remaking our world. And the urgent question 
of our time is whether we can make change our friend and not our 
enemy. 

This new world has already enriched the lives of 
millions of Americans who are able to compete and win in it. But 
when most people are working harder for less; when others cannot work 
at all; when the cost of health care •�vastates families and
threatens to bankrupt our enterprise reat and small; when the fear 
of crime robs law-abiding citizens o ,eir freedom; and when 
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season of American renewal has begun.

offer more

(Applause.)

- a

as at home. There is no longer

Me " ,

millions of poor children cannot even imagine the lives we are 
calling them to lead, we have not made change our friend.

Our democracy must be not only the envy of the world but 
the engine of our own renewal. There is nothing wrong with America 
that cannot be cured by what is right with America. (Applause.) And 
so today we pledge an end to the era of deadlock and drift, and a new 
season of American renewal has begun. (Applause.)

To renew America we must be bold. We must do what no 
generation has had to do before. We must invest more in our own 
people, in their jobs and in their future, and at the same time cut 
our massive debt. And we must do so in a world in which we must 
compete for every opportunity. It will not be easy. It will require 
sacrifice, but it can be done and done fairly. Not choosing 
sacrifice for its own sake but for our own sake, we must provide for 
our nation the way a family provides for its children.

Thomas Jefferson believed that to preserve the very 
foundations of our nation, we would need dramatic change from time to
time. Well, my fellow Americans, this is our time. Let us embrace 
it. (Applause.)

We know we have to face hard truths and take strong 
steps, but we have not done so; instead, we have drifted. And that 
drifting has eroded our resources, fractured our economy and shaken 
our confidence. Though our challenges are fearsome, so are our 
strengths. Americans have ever been a restless, questing, hopeful 
people. And we must bring to our task today the vision and will of 
those who came before us.

Americans deserve better. And in this city today there 
are people who want to do better. And so I say to all of you here, 
let us resolve to reform our politics so that power and privilege no 
longer shout down the voice of the people. Let us put aside personal 
advantage so that we can feel the pain and see the promise of 
America. Let us resolve to make our government a place for what 
Franklin Roosevelt called bold, persistent experimentation - 
government for our tomorrows, not our yesterdays. Let us give this 
Capitol back to the people to whom it belongs. (Applause.)

To renew America we must meet challenges abroad as well 
' , ’ clear division between what is

To renew America, we must revitalize our democracy.
T1?i? beautiful Capitol, like every capitol since the dawn of 
civilization, is often a place of intrigue and calculation. Powerful 
people maneuver for position and worry endlessly about who is in and 
who is out, who is up and who is down, forgetting those people whose 
toil and sweat sends us here and pays our way. (Applause.)

From our Revolution to the Civil War, to the Great 
Depression, to the Civil Rights Movement, our people have always 
mustered the determination to construct from these crises the pillars 
of our history.

Our Founders saw themselves in the light of posterity. 
We can do no less. Anyone who has ever watched a child's eyes wander 
into sleep knows what posterity is. Posterity is the world to come 

the world for whom we hold our ideals; from whom we have borrowed 
our planet; and to whom we bear sacred responsibility.

We must do what America does best: offer more 
opportunity to all and demand more responsibility from all. 
(Applause.) It is time to break the bad habit of expecting something 
for nothing from our government or from each other. Let us all ttke 
more responsibility not ohly for ourselves and our families but (for 
our communities and our country.
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foreign and what is domestic. The world economy, the world 
environment, the world AIDS crisis, the world arms race -- they 
affect us all. Today, as an old order passes, the new world is more
free but less stable. Communism's collapse has called forth old 
animosities and new dangers. Clearly, America must continue to lead
the world we did so much to make. 

While America rebuilds at home, we will not shrink from 
the challenges nor fail to seize the opportunities of this new world.
Together with our friends and allies, we will work to shape change, 
lest it engulf us. When our vital interests are challenged or the 
will and conscience of the international community is defied, we will
act -- with peaceful diplomacy whenever possible, with force when 
necessary. 

The brave Americans serving our nation today in the 
Persian Gulf, in Somalia, and wherever else they stand are testament 
to our resolve. But our greatest strength is the power of our ideas,
which are still new in many lands. Across the world, we see them 
embraced and we rejoice. our hopes, our hearts, our hands are with 
those on every continent who are building democracy and freedom. 
Their cause is America's cause. 

The American people have sum�c�ed the change we 
celebrate today. You have raised your voices in an unmistakable 
chorus. You have cast your votes in historic numbers. And you have
changed the face of Congress, the presidenc� and the political 
process itself. Yes, you, my fellow Americans, have forced the 
spring. 

Now, we must do the work the season demands. To that
work, I now turn with all the authority of ry office. I ask the 
Congress to join with me. But no President. no Congress, no 
government can undertake this mission alone. 

7 

My fellow Americans, you, too, �ust play your part in 
our renewal. I challenge a new generation cf young Americans to a 
season of service; to act on your idealism ::·:' helping troubled 
children; keeping company with those in need; reconnecting our torn
communities. There is so much to be done -- enough, indeed, for 
millions of others who are still young in spirit to give of
themselves in service, too. 

In serving, we recognize a simple, but powerful truth.
We need each other, and we must care for one another. Today, we do
more than celebrate America. We rededicate ourselves to the very 
idea of America, an idea born in revolution and renewed through two
centuries of challenge; an idea tempered by the knowledge that, but
for fate, we, the fortunate, and the unfortunate, might have been 
each other; an idea ennobled by the faith that our nation can summon
from its myriad diversity the deepest measure of unity; an idea 
infused with the conviction that America's long, heroic journey must 

Lgo forever upward. (Applause.) 

And, so, my fellow Americans, as we stand at the edge of 
the 21st century, let us begin anew with energy and hope, with faith 
and discipline. And let us \;o•·k until our work is done. The 
Scripture says, "and let us r,.., .. be weary in well-doing, for in due 
season we shall reap if we fa i .·t not." From this joyful mountaintop
of celebration we hear a call �� service in the valley. We have 
heard the trumpets. We have 3nged the guard. And now each in our
own way, and with God's help, we must answer the call. 

Thank you and God bless you all. (Applause.) 

END 12:16 P.M. EST 
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. (Applause.) 
Thank you. Thank you, Nakia Tomlinson for that fine 
introduction. I wish I could take you with me everywhere. We'd 
make a great duo there. Let's give her another hand. I thought 
she was great. (Applause.) 

I'd like to thank President Frank Lawrence for his -
Francis Lawrence -- for his fine speech. Does anybody call him 
Frank? I should have asked. (Laughter.) I want to compliment 
Professor Benjamin Barber for his leadership and service here. 
(Applause.) And I want to thank all of you here in the Rutgers 
community for coming out for what I hope will be a truly historic 
moment in our nation's history. (Applause.) 

In addition to the people who have been introduced 
here, there are a host of mayors and members of the Assembly and 
�Gunty officials here from your state. We have two former 
governors, both of whom I served with -- Brendan Byrne and Tom 
Kean who are out there. I'm glad to see them. (Applause.) Mv 
friends. We have a distinguished array of mem.bers of the HOU"--= 
from New Jersey -- HerD Klein, Bob Manendez, Frank Pallone, 
Donald Payne -- (applause). 

But you have some members of the Congress from all 
over America here and I want to introduce them, too, because they 
have taken a lot of trouble to come to Rutgers and because 
without them and without the people who represent you, the 
proposal I make today has no hope of passage. 

Many members of the Congress for years have believed 
we ought to do more in national service and some of them are here 
today. I'd like to begin by introducing your Senator Bill 
Bradley, who's behind me. (Applause.) I must say, when I walked 
into this arena, I turned around and asked Bill Bradley if he'd 
ever shot any baskets in here. I'd be intimidated to be the 
opposing team in here. (Applause.) Senator Bradley sponsored 
legislation to establish neighborhood corps and self-reliance 
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scholarships, things that are forbearers of the proposal I came 
to make. 

I'd like to recognize the presence on the platform 
of Senator Ted Kennedy from Massachusetts -- (applause) -- who 
chairs the Senate Committee on Human Resources and Education, 
which sheparded the pilot national and community service bill 
through the Congress in the last session, along with his 
counterpart who is out here in the audience somewhere. I'd like 
to ask him to stand up. The Chairman of the House Committee, 
Congressman Bill Ford, who came all the way from Michigan to be 
with us. Congressman, would you stand up. (Applause.) 

I'd like to recognize in the audience the presence 
of Senator Chris Dodd from Connecticut, who was one of the first 
Peace Corps volunteers in the United States. (Applause.) 

The member of Congress who introduced many, many 
years ago, the first piece of national service legislation ever 
introduced, the Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, 
Senator Clairborne Pell from Rhode Island is here. (Applause.) 

I'd also like to introduce the only person in this 
audience, at least of our crowd, who doesn't have to look up to 
Senator Bradley, Senator Jay Rockefeller from West Virginia, an 
early VISTA volunteer in the United States. (Applause.) 

And finally I would like to recognize two other 
people, one, a member of the United States Senate and one a 
distinguished American citizen, the first boss of the Peace 
Corps, Sargent Shriver, who's up here with me. (Applause.) And 
his deputy, Senator Harris Wofford, from Pennsylvania. 
(Applause.) And Mrs. Wofford, I'm glad to see you. (Applause.) 

Now, I was involved before I became President in a 
group called the Democratic Leadership Council, and we made one 
of the central parts of our platform to reclaim a new majority of 
Americans for our party the establishment of a system of national 
service to help people to finance education. And one of our 
founding members and guiding lights is here, Representative Dave 
Mccurdy from Oklahoma. I'd like for him to stand up. 
(Applause.) 

Let me make this last point, if I might, by way of 
beginning. None of these things happen at the national level. 
We empower them to happen and then people have to do things here 
at the grassroots. And I want to say a special word of thanks to 
your Governor for supporting the New Jersey Youth Corps and 
several other projects like it around the state, because if 
nobody's here to believe in this, it can't happen. And I thank 
Governor Florio for his support for these things. (Applause.) 

I came here to ask all of you to Join me in a great 
national adventure, for in the next few weeks I will ask the 
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United states Congress to join me in creating a new system of 
voluntary national service -- something that I believe in the 
next few years will change America forever and for the better. 

My parents' generation won new dignity working their 
way out of the great Depression through programs that provided 
them the opportunity to serve and to survive. Brave men and 
women in my own generation waged and won peaceful revolutions 
here at home for civil rights and human rights, and began service 
around the world in the Peace Corps and here at home in Vista. 
Now, Americans of every generation face profound challenges in 
meeting the needs that have been neglected for too long in this 
country -- from city streets plagued by crime and drugs to 
classrooms where girls and boys must learn the skills they need 
for tomorrow, to hospital wards where patients need more care. 
All across America we have problems that demand our common 
attention. 

For those who answer the call and meet these 
challenges, I propose that our country honor your service with 
new opportunities for education. National service will be 
America at its best -- building community, offering opportunity, 
and rewarding responsibility. National service is a challenge 
for Americans from every background and walk of life, and it 
values something far more than money. National service is 
nothing less than the American way to change America. 
(Applause.) 

It is rooted in the concept of community: the 
simple idea that none of us on our own will ever have as much to 
cherish about our own lives if we are out here all alone as we 
will if we work together. That somehow a society really is an 
organism in which the whole can be greater than the sum of its 
parts. And every one of us, no matter how many privileges with 
wnicn we are born, can still be enriched by the contributions of 
the least of us. And that we will never fulfill our individual 
capacities until, as Americans, we can all be what God meant for 
us to be. (Applause.) 

If that is so -- if that is true, my fellow 
Americans, and if you believe it, it must therefore follow that 
each of us has an obligation to serve. For it is perfectly clear 
that all of us cannot be what we ought to be until those of us 
who can help others -- and that is nearly all of us -- are doing 
something to help others live up to their potential. The concept 
of community and the idea of service are as old as our history. 
They began the moment America was literally invented. 

Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of 
Independence, "With a firm reliance on the protection of Divine 
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our 
fortune, and our sacred honor." In the midst of the Civil War, 
President Lincoln signed into law two visionary programs that 
helped our people come together again and build America up. The 
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Morrill Act helped states create new land grant colleges. This 
is a land grant university. The university in my home state was 
the first land grant college west of the Mississippi River. 

In these places, young people learn to make American 
agriculture and industry the best in the world. The legacy of 
the Morrill Act is not only our great colleges and universities 
like Rutgers, but the American tradition that merit and not money 
should give people a chance for a higher education. (Applause.) 

Mr. Lincoln also signed the Homestead Act that 
offered 100 acres of land for families who had the courage to 
settle the frontier and farm the wilderness. Its legacy is a 
nation that stretches from coast to coast. Now we must create a 
new legacy that gives a new generation of Americans the right and 
the power to explore the frontiers of science and technology and 
space. The frontiers of the limitations of our knowledge must be 
pushed back so that we can do what we need to do. And education 
is the way to do it, just as surely as it was more than 100 years 
ago. 

Seven decades after the Civil War in the midst of 
the Great Depression, President Roosevelt created the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, which gave 2.5 million young people the 
opportunity to support themselves while working in disaster 
relief and maintaining forests, beaches, rivers, and parks. Its 
legacy is not only the restoration of our natural environment, 
but the restoration of our national spirit. Along with the Works 
Products Administration -- the WPA -- the Civilian Conservation 
corps symbolized government's effort to provide a nation in

depression with the opportunity to work, to build the American 
community through service. And all over America today, you can 
see projects -- even today in the 1990s -- built by your parents 
or your grandparents with the WPA plaque on it -- the CCC plaque 
on it -- the idea that people should be asked to serve and 
rewarded for doing it. 

In the midst of World War II, President Roosevelt 
proposed the GI Bill of Rights, which offered returning veterans 
the opportunity for education in respect to their service to our 
country in the war. Thanks to the GI Bill, which became a living 
reality in President Truman's time, more than eight million 
veterans got advanced education. And half a century later, the 
enduring legacy of the GI Bill is the strongest economy in the 
world and the broadest, biggest middle class that any nation has 
ever enjoyed. 

For many in my own generation, the summons to 
citizenship and service came on this day 32 years ago, when 
President Kennedy created the Peace Corps with Sargent Shriver 
and Harris Wofford and other dedicated Americans when President 
Kennedy created the Peace Corps. With Sargent Shriver and Harris 
Wofford and other dedicated Americans, he enabled thousands of 
young men and women to serve on the leading edge of the new 
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frontier, helping people all over the world to become what they 
ought to be, and bringing them the message by their very lives 
that America was a great country that stood for good values and 
human progress. 

At its height, the Peace Corps enrolled 16,000 young 
men and women. Its legacy is not simply goodwill and good works 
in countries all across the globe, but a profound and lasting 
change in the way Americans think about their own country and the 
world. 

Shortly after the Peace Corps, Congress, under 
President Johnson, created the volunteers and service to America. 
Senator Jay Rockefeller, whom I introduced a moment ago, and many 
thousands of other Americans went to the hills and hollows of 
poor places, like West Virginia and Arkansas and Mississippi, to 
lift up Americans through their service. 

The lesson of our whole history is that honoring 
service and rewarding responsibility is the best investment 
America can make. And I have seen it today. Across this great 
land, through the Los Angeles Conservation Corps, which took the 
children who lived in the neighborhoods where the riots occurred 
and gave them a chance to get out into nature and to clean up 
their own neighborhoods and to lift themselves and their friends 
in the effort; in Boston with the City Year program -- with all 
these programs represented here in this room today, the spirit of 
service is sweeping this country and giving us a chance to put 
the quilt of America together in a way that makes a strength out 
of diversity; that lifts us up out of our problems; and that 
keeps our people looking toward a better and brighter future. 
(Applause.) 

National service recognizes a simple but powerful 
truth -- that we make progress not by governmental action alone, 
but we do best when the people and their government work at the 
grassroots in genuine partnership. The idea of national service 
permeates many other aspects of the programs I have sought to 
bring to America. The economic plan that I announced to 
congress, for example, will offer every child the chance for a 
healthy start through immunization and basic health care and Head 
start. (Applause.) But still it depends on parents doing the 
best they can as parents and children making the most of their 
opportunities. 

The plan can help to rebuild our cities and our 
small communities through physical investments that will put 
people to work. But Americans still must work to restore the 
social fabric that has been torn in too many communities. Unless 
people know we can work together in our schools and our offices, 
in our factories, unless they believe we can walk the streets 
safely together, and unless we do that together, governmental 
action alone is doomed to fail. (Applause.) 
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Today, when students borrow money for an education, 
the repayment plan they make is based largely on how much they 
have to repay, without regard to what the jobs they take 
themselves pay. It is a powerful incentive, therefore, for young 
college graduates to do just the reverse of what we might want 
them to do; to take a job that pays more even it is less 
rewarding because that is the job that will make the repayment of 
the loans possible. It is also, unfortunately, a powerful 
incentive for some not to make the payments at all, which is 
unforgivable.

We'll ask young people all across this country and
some who aren't so young who want to further their college 

Beyond reforming this system for financing higher 
education, the national service program more importantly will 
create new opportunities for Americans to work off outstanding 
loans or to build up credits for future education and training 
opportunities.

So what we seek to do is to enable the American 
students to borrow the money they need for college and pay it 
back as a small percentage of their own income over time. This 
is especially important after a decade in which the cost of a 
college education has gone up even more rapidly than the cost of 
health care. (Applause.) Making a major contribution to one of 
the more disturbing statistics in America today, which is that 
the college dropout rate in this country is now 2.5 times the 
high school dropout rate. We can do better than that through 
national service and adequate financing. (Applause.)

The present system is unacceptable, not only for 
students, but for the taxpayers as well. It's complicated and 
it's expensive. It costs the taxpayers of our country about $4 
billion every year to finance the student loan program because of 
loan defaults and the cost of administering the program. And I 
believe we can do better.

The national service plan I propose will be built on 
the same principles as the old GI Bill — when people give 
something of invaluable merit to their country, they ought 
rewarded with the opportunity to further their education. 
National service will challenge our people to do the work that 
should and indeed must be done and cannot be done unless the 
American people voluntarily give themselves up to that work. It 
will invest in the future of every person who serves.

And as we rekindle the spirit of national service I 
know it won't disappoint many of the students here to know that 
we also have to reform the whole system of student loans. 
(Applause.) We should begin by making it easier for young people 
to pay back their student loans and enabling them to hold jobs — 
(applause) — enabling them to hold jobs that may accomplish
much, but pay little.
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education to serve in our schools as teachers or tutors in 
reading and mathematics. We'll ask you to help our police forces 
across the nation, training members for a new police corps that 
will walk beats and work with neighborhoods and build the kind of 
communities ties that will prevent crime from happening in the 
first place so that our police officers won't have to spend all 
their time chasing criminals. (Applause.) 

We'll ask young people to work, to help control 
pollution and recycle waste, to paint darkened buildings and 
clean up neighbor�oods. (Applause.) To work with senior 
citizens and combat homelessness and help children in trouble get 
out of it and build a better life. (Applause.) 

And these are just a few of the things that you will 
be able to, for most of the decisions about what you can do will 
be made by people like those in this room, people who run the 
programs represented by all of those wearing these different 
kinds of tee-shirts. We don't seek a national bureaucracy. I 
have spoken often about how we need to reinvent the government to 
make it more efficient and less bureaucratic, to make it more 
responsive to people at the grassroots level. 

And I want national service to do just that. I want 
it to empower young people and their communities, not to empower 
yet another government bureaucracy in Washington. This is going 
to be your program at your level with your people. (Applause.) 

And as you well know, that's what's happening all 
across America today. People are already serving their neighbors 
in their neighborhoods. Just this morning, I was inspired to see 
and to speak with students from Rutgers serving their community, 
from mentoring young people as Big Sisters, to helping older 
people learn ne-w skills. 

I met a lady today who has 13 grandchildren and five 
grea;-grandchildren who dropped out of school the year before I 
was born -- is about to become a high school graduate shortly 
because of the efforts of this program. (Applause.) Is she back 
there? Stand up. (Applause.) 

I'm impressed by the spirit behind the Rutgers civic 
education and community service program: the understanding that 
community service enriches education, that students should not 
only take the lessons they learn in class out into the community, 
but bring the lessons they learn in the community back into the 
classroom. (Applause.) 

And that spirit, during this academic year alone, 
more than 800 students from Rutgers are contributing more than 
60,000 hours of community service -- in New Brunswick, in Camden, 
in Newark, throughout this state. (Applause.) 

MORE 
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This morning I also met with members of the New 
Jersey Youth Corps. Here they are. (Applause.) Stand up. 
(Applause.) Young people who are looking for a second chance at 
school, and who when coming back to finish their high school 
degrees, also serve in their communities. Through this program, 
more than 6,500 young adults have contributed over 900,000 hours 
of service to the state of New Jersey. (Applause.) 

They've done everything from paint senior citizens' 
homes, to tutor and mentor children in after-school programs. 
For the future of our state and nation, we need more young people 
like those in the New Jersey Youth Corps who exemplify the spirit 
of service. 

That spirit also moves people all across the nation. 
In my state, there's a young woman named Antoinette Jackson, 
who's a senior in a small community called Gauld, Arkansas. 
She's a member of the Delta Service Corps. The rural Mississippi 
Delta is still the poorest place in America. And in that area, 
she works with a "Lend a Hand" program which runs a thrift shop 
to provide hungry and homeless people with food and clothing. 
And in return, the Delta Four is going to help her attend college 
so that she can make an even greater contribution. (Applause.) 

The spirit of service also moves a young man I met 
about a year ago named Stephen Spalos, who works with a City Year 
program in Boston. At age 23, he's had some hard times in his 
life. But as he puts it, City Year gave him a place and the 
tools to be able to start over. He works as a team leader, a 
mentor, a tutor, a project manager for a bunch of young people 
who restore senior citizens' homes. 

Last year when I visited his project, he literally 
took his swe&tshirt off his back and gave it to me so that I 
would never forget the kids at City Year. And I still wear it 
when I go jogging, always remembering what they're doing in 
Boston to help those kids. (Applause.) 

The spirit of service moves Orah Fireman, a graduate 
of Wesleyan College. As a sophomore in high school, she worked 
with disadvantaged children in upstate New York. That experience 
changed her life. And during her high school and college years, 
she continued to work with children. And now that she is out of 
college, she has begun what will probably be a lifetime of 
service by working at a school for emotionally disturbed children 
in Boston. She wants other people to have the opportunity to 
serve, and she wrote this: service work teaches responsibility 
and compassion. It fights alienation by proving to young people 
that they can make a difference. There is no lesson more 
important than that. 

Well, there are stories like this in this room and 
all across America. And we're going to create thousands of more 
of them through national service. We'll work with groups with 
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proven track records to serve their community, giving them the 
support they need. And if you have more good ideas, if you're 
entrepreneurs of national service, we'll let you compete for our 
form of venture capital -- develop new programs to serve your 
neighbors. That's how we want the national service program to 
grow every year -- rewarding results, building on success, and 
bubbling up from the grassroots energy and compassion and 
intellect of America. 

I don't want service to wait while this potential is 
wasted. That's why I want to make this summer a summer of 
service, when young people can not only serve their communities, 
but build a foundation for a new national effort. I've asked 
Congress to invest in and I'm asking young people to participate 
in a special effort in national service and leadership training 
just this summer. We are going to recruit about 1,000 young 
people from every background -- from high school dropouts to 
college graduates, to send to an intensive leadership training 
program for national service at the beginning of the summer. 

Then we'll ask them to work on one of our country's 
most urgent problems, helping our children who are in danger of 
losing their God-given potential. Some of them will tutor. Some 
will work on programs to immunize young children from preventible 
childhood diseases. Some will help to develop and run 
recreational centers or reclaim urban parks from dealers and 
debris. Some will counsel people a few years younger than 
themselves to keep them out of gangs and into good activities. 
And everyone will learn about serving our country and helping our 
communities. 

At the end of this summer, we'll bring all these 
people together for several days of debriefing and training, and 
than they'll all join in a youth service summit. I will attend 
the meeting and I expect to listen a lot more than I talk. I'll 
ask leaders from Congress, from business, labor, religious, and 
community groups to attend the youth service summit, too. We'll 
give those who serve the honor they deserve, and we'll learn a 
lot more about how to build this national service program. And 
from the thousand pioneers of this summer, I want the national 
service to grow 100-fold in the next four years. (Applause.) 

But even when hundreds of thousands are serving, I 
want to maintain the pioneer spirit of this first few months, 
because national service can make America new again. It can help 
solve our problems, educate our people, and build our communities 
back together. So if anybody here would like to be one of those 
1,000 -- or if anybody who is listening to this speech by radio 
or television or reads about it and would like to be one of those 
1,000, drop me a card at the White House and just mark it 
national service. We're going to pick them. And I can't promise 
you'll be selected, but I promise you'll be considered. I want 
to engage the energies of America in this effort. (Applause.) 
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I also want to say that you shouldn't wait for the 
summer or for a new program. We need to begin now. We are going 
to be looking for the kinds of ideas that we ought to be funding. 
This is Monday. I ask you by Friday -- every one of you -- to 
think about what you think you can do and what we should do to be 
agents of renewal; to talk with your parents, your clergy, your 
friends, your teachers, to join the effort to renew our community 
and to rebuild our country; and to write to me about what you are 
doing. It's time for millions of us to change our country block 
by block, neighborhood by neighborhood -- time to return to our 
roots an excitement, an idealism, and an energy. (Applause.) 

I have to tell you that there are some among us who 
do not believe that young Americans will answer a call to action, 
who believe that our people now measure their success merely in 
the accumulation of material things. They believe this call to 
service will go unanswered. But I believe they are dead wrong. 
(Applause. ) 

And so, especially to the young Americans here, I 
ask you to prove that those who doubt you are wrong about your 
generation. And today I ask all of you who are young in spirit 
-- whether you are a 10-year-old in a service program in our 
schools who reads to still younger children, or a 72-year-old who 
has become a foster grandparent -- I ask you all to believe that 
you can contribute to your community and your country. And in so 
doing, you will find the best in yourself. 

You will learn the lessons about your life that you 
might not ever learn any other way. You will learn again that 
each of us has the spark of potential to accomplish something 
truly and enduringly unique. You will experience the 
satisfaction of making a connection in a way with another person 
that you could do in no other way. You will learn that the joy 
of mastering a new skill or discovering a new insight is exceeded 
only by the joy of helping someone else do the same thing. You 
will know the satisfaction of being valued not for what you own 
or what you earn or what position you hold, but just because of 
what you have given to someone else. (Applause.) You will 
understand in personal ways the wisdom of the words spoken years 
ago by Martin Luther King who said "Everybody can be great 
because everybody can serve." (Applause.) 

I ask you all, my fellow Americans, to support our 
proposal for national service and to live a proposal for national 
service; to learn the meaning of America at its best, and to 
recreate for others America at its best. We are not just another 
country. We have always been a special kind of community, linked 
by a web of rights and responsibilities, and bound together, not 
by bloodlines, but by beliefs. At an age in time when people all 
across the world are being literally torn apart by racial 
hatreds, by ethnic hatreds, by religious divisions, we are a 
nation, with all of our problems, where people can come together 
across racial and religious lines and hold hands and work 
together, not just to endure our differences, but to celebrate 
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them. I ask you to make America celebrate that again. 
(Applause.) 

I ask you, in closing, to commit yourselves to this 
season of service because America needs it. We need every one of 
you to live up to the fullest of your potential, and we need you 
to reach those who are not here and who will never hear this 
talk, and who will never have the future they could otherwise 
have if not for something that you could do. The great challenge 
of your generation is to prove that every person here in this 
great land can live up to the fullest of their God-given 
capacity. If we do it, the 21st century will be the American 
century. The American Dream will be kept alive if you will today 
answer the call to service. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. (Applause.) 

END 1:50 P.M. EST 
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THE PRESIDENT ADDRESSES NATIONAL SERVICE AT RUTGERS: 

On the 32nd anniversary of the establishment of the Peace Corps, 
President Clinton spent a day in New Jersey challenging young 
people to serve their country by meeting pressing national needs. 

Before his address at Rutgers University, the President visited 
the New Brunswick Public Schools Adult Learning Center, and spoke 
to participants from both Rutgers and the community about their 
·,utstanding service work.

Then speaking before what the Nev York Times termed a "wildly 
enthusiastic" crowd at Rutgers, the President challenged 
America's young people to "make America new again" by serving 
their country. 

The President also detailed his national service plan and issued 
his challenged to young people in a taped interview with MTV. 
Excepts aired Monday and Tuesday in a half-hour MTV special, 
"Bill Clinton: His Plan, Your Future." 

The VICE PRESIDENT AND OTHER ADMINISTRATION PRINCIPALS 

ENCOURAGE SERVICE: 

Also on Monday, March l: 

Vice President Gore visited the Wisconsin Conservation Corps and 
gave a speech at the University of Wisconsin on national service 
and the environment. 

Mrs. Gore visited a Richmond emergency shelter for families, and 
spoke to student service providers at the University of Richmond. 

Five Cabinet Secretaries highlighted service on Monday: Secretary 
Babbitt worked with the Durham Conservation Corps in Durham, 
North Carolina; Secretary Pena specifically addressed service in 
a speech to the National Association of County Organizations; 
secretary Reich visited YouthBuild in Boston; and Secretary 
Shalala visited the Sick Children's Hospital in Washington, D.C. 
on Tuesday, Secretary Espy gave a speech on national service at 
Howard University. 

(more) 
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HIGHLIGB'l'S FROM THE PRESIDENT'S RUTGERS ADDRESS: 

• "National service will be America at its best -- building
community, offering·opportunity and rewarding
responsibility.

• "We'll ask young people all across this country and some
who aren't so young .•• to serve in our schools as teachers
or tutors .•. to help our police forces across the nation
... to help control pollution and waste ... to work with
senior citizens and combat homelessness ... "

• "I want (national service] to empower young people and
their communities, not to empower yet another government
bureaucracy in WashinJton. This is going to be your program 
at your level with y�ur people." 

• "I want to make this summer a summer of service ..•• We are
going to recruit about 1,000 young people from.every
background -- from high school dropouts to college
graduates, to send to an intensive leadership training
program for national service at the beginning of the summer.
Then we'll ask them to work on one of our country's most
urgent problems, helping our children who are in danger of
losing their God-given potential •.•• At the end of this
summer .•. they'll all join in a youth service summit. I will
attend the meeting •.• "

The President specifically challenged young people to serve: 

• "If anybody here would like to be one of those 1,000 -- or
if anybody who is listening to this speech .•• or reads
about it and would like to be one of those 1,000, drop me a
card at the White House and just mark it National Service."

• "I ask you by Friday -- every one of you -- to think about
what you can do and what we should do to be agents of
renewal; to talk with your parents, your clergy, your
friends, your teachers; to join the effort to renew our
community and to rebuild our country; and to write to be
about what you are doing. It's time for millions of us to
change our country block by block, neighborhood by
neighborhood ... "

(more) 
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PUBLIC Al!ID PRESS INTEREST: 

Public and press interest in the President's national service 
plans was wide-spread. 

Extensive coverage of the President's speech included front page 
stories in USA Today, the Los Angeles Times, and the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, among others. ABC News' "American Agenda" highlighted 
successful service programs and young people exemplifying the 
President's national service message in Washington State. 

MTV produced its broadcast to encourage young people to examine 
and respond to the President's plans for national service. In 
addition to the interview with President Clinton, the special 
included footage of h J s speech as he issued his "challenge tt 
serve" to young peop.e, and President Kennedy announcing th� 
Peace Corps 32 years ago. 
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INFORMATION ON 'l'BE PRESIDENT'S NATIONAL SERVICE INITIATIVE: 

o Timing: The President will submit legislation for his 
national service program to Congress this spring. 

o Two Components of the Program: The President's program will
have two primary components: 1) The program will create national
service opportunities for young people to serve their country and
receive money for college or training in return; 2) The program
will enable all young people to go to college or receive training
to pay back their student loans as a small percentage of their
income over time ("income contingent" loans) -- enabling them to
hold essential public service jobs that accomplish much but
sometimes pay relatively little.

Detail- on The First component: 

o FWlding: The President has requested $7.4 billion over the 
next four years for his national service program. The funding 
level will rise each year, to $3.4 billion in 1997. Funding 
starts at $400 million for the first year. 

o Number of Participants: The number of participants for the
first year is estimated at 25,000. By 1997, it is expected that
more than 100,000 young people will be paying for their education
or training by serving their country and communities.

o Eligibility and Benefits: Students before, during and after
college will be eligible to serve for a year or two, and in
return receive a small stipend, health and child care benefits
where necessary, and an educational benefit to pay for college or
job training (or discharge loans incurred for those purposes).

o Pocus of service Activities: The program objectives will be 
to meet unmet needs in critical areas. For example, young people 
will be able to serve as teachers in schools where children need 
extra help; in clinics in areas where people need medical care; 
in the police force, keeping criminals off the streets and kids 
out of gangs; and in an environmental corps, recycling waste and 
fighting pollution. 

o Adainistration: The program will be non-bureaucratic, using 
venture capital to support entrepreneurs and public-private 
partnerships to support growing programs. States and local 
organizations will be given the opportunity to design innovative 
ways to meet identified national priorities. 

o Nondisplacement: The legislation will include strict
nondisplacement and nonduplication provisions. National service
will only meet needs that are not otherwise being met.



INPORJIATIOJf OJI TBB PRESIDENT'S "SOMMER OP SERVICE" PROJECT: 

o Project overview: With national service a high priority for
the President, he will be organizing a summer project even as his
proposed legislation will be making its way through Congress.
The project will focus on 4 to 10 communities around the country,
involving a diverse group of more than 1,000 young people
involved in special efforts to help children at risk.

o PUnding: The project will be funded with a portion of a $15 
million appropriation in the FY 93 stimulus package. (Additional 
challenge-grant funding for service corps; for expanding teacher 
training in service learning; and for re-establishing VISTA'S 
Summer Associates program are also included in the package.) 

, Objectives: The program has two m, jor goals: To show what 
national service can accomplish, meetL.� critical needs and 
bringing people together; and to develop a lead7rship corps for
future years of national service. National service is such a 
priority of the President, he wouldn't let it wait for the full 
program to pass Congress. 

o Targeted Jfeeds: The programs in the "Summer of Service"
will focus on children-at-risk in the areas of education, health,
crime prevention, and environmental protection. For example, some
participants will tutor; some will help bring families into
medical clinics; some will develop recreational centers; some
will counsel youths to keep them out of gangs.

o Leadership Training: The summer project will be designed to 
develop the leadership skills of the young participants. For 
several days at the beginning and end of the summer, the 
participants will gather to share their experiences and complete 
intensive leadership training. 

o Post-prograa/ongoing Benefits: All participants interested
in continuing to serve through the next year will receive
placement assistance. Participants with ideas to design their own
programs to fight community problems will be able to receive
modest Service Entrepreneurial Awards for Change (SEA Change) to
realize their plans.

o Adlliniatration: The commission on National and Community
Service will ad.minister a competitive process to determine what
programs participate. The programs will select the participants.
The commission is working quickly to ensure that programs are
developed rapidly and effectively to succeed for this summer.
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THE PP�SIDENT: Thank you very much. (Applause.) 
Thank you. Thank you, Nakia Tomlinson for that fine 
introduction. I wish I could take you with me everywhere. We'd 
make a great duo there. Let's give her another hand. I thought 
she was great, (Applause.) 

I'd like to thank President Frank Lawrence for his -
Francis Lawrence -- for his fine speech. Does anybody call him 
Frank? I should have asked. (Laughter.) I want to compliment 
Professor Benjamin Barber for his leadership and service here. 
(Applause.) And I want to thank all of you here in the Rutgers 
community for coming out for what I hope will be a truly historic 
moment in our nation's history. (Applause.) 

In addition to the people who have been introduced 
here, there are a host of mayors and members of the Assembly and 
county officials here from your state. We have two former 
governors, both of whom I served with -- Brendan Byrne and Tom 
Kean who are out there. I'm glad to see them. (Applause.) My 
friends. We have a distinguished array of members of the House 
from New Jersey -- Herb Klein, Bob Manendez, Frank Pallone, 
Donald Payne -- (applause). 

But you have some members of the Congress from all 
over America here and I want to introduce them, too, because they 
have taken a lot of trouble to come to Rutgers and because 
without them and without the people who represent you, the 
proposal I make today has no hope of passage. 

Many members of the Congress for years have believed 
we ought to do more in national service and some of them are hare 
today, I'd like to begin by introducing your Senator Bill 
Bradley, who's behind me. (Applause.) I must say, when I walked 
into this arena, I turned around and asked Bill Bradley if he'd 
ever shot any baskets in here. I'd be inti�idated to be the 
oppoai.ng tea■ in here. (Applause.) Senator Bradley sponsored 
legislation to establish neighborhood corps and salt-reliance 
scholarships, things that are forbearers of the proposal I came 
to m.ake. 

I'd like to recognize the presence on the plat!oni 
of Senator Ted Kennedy from Massachusetts -- (appla�sc) -- who 
chairs the senate committee on Human Resources and �ducat1on, 
which sheparded the pilot national and coi=..�un1ty sc�11cc 01 !! 
through the Congress in the last session, along � 1 =n �:� .. 
counterpart who is out here in the audience sor.e�he�c. :•� .:t.c 
to ask him to stand up. The Chairman of the Hous�.::�::::cc, 
Congressman Bill Ford who came all the way fro� ..• - ... -3:1 :::1 :o

with us. Congressman: would you stand up. (Appl���c.; 
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values so�eth:r.g �ar Do�e than �oney. National service is 
nothing less than the Al:lerican way to change America. 
(Applause.) 

It is rooted in the concept of community: the 
simple idea that none of us on our own will ever have as much to 
cherish about our own lives it we are out here all alone as we 
will it we work together. That somehow a society really is an 
organism in which the whole can be greater than the sum of its 
parts. And every one of us, no matter how many privileges with 
which we are born, can still be enriched by the contributions of 
tne le3�t of us. And that we will never fulfill our individual 
c�pacit:cs until, as Al:lericans, we can all be what God meant for 
us to be. (Applause.) 

It that is so -- it that is true, my fellow 
Americans, and if you believe it, it must therefore follow that 
each of us has an obligation to serve. For it is perfectly clear 
that all of us cannot be what we ought to be until those of us 
who can help others -- and that is nearly all ot us -- are doing 
something to help others live up to their potential. Th• concept 
of community and the idea of service are as old as our history. 
They began the moment America was literally invented. 

Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of 
Independence, "With a firm reliance on the protection of Divine 
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our 
fortune, and our sacred honor." In the midst of the Civil War, 
President Lincoln signed into law two visionary programs that 
helped our people come together again and build America up. The 
Morrill Act helped states create new land grant colleges. This 
is a land grant university. The university in my home state was 
the first land grant college west of the Mississippi River. 

In these places, young people learn to make American 
agriculture and industry the best in the world. The legacy of 
the Morrill Act is not only our great colleges and universities 
like Rutgers, but the American tradition that merit and not money 
should give people a cham:e tor a higher education. (Applause.) 

Mr. Lincoln also signed the Homestead Act that 
offered 100 acres of land for families who had th• courage to 
settle the frontier and farm the wilderness. Its legacy is a 
nation that stretches from coast to coast. Now we must create a 
new legacy that gives a new generation of Americans the right and 
the power to explore the frontiers of science and technology and 
space. The frontiers of the limitations of our knowledge must be 
pushed back so that we can do what we need to do. And education 
is the way to do it, just as surely as it was more than 100 years 
ago. 

. Saven decades after the Civil War in the midst of 
the Great Depression, President Roosevelt created the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, which gave 2.s million young people the 
opportunity to support themselves while working in disaster 
relief and maintaining forests, beaches, rivers, and parks. Its 
legacy is not only the restoration of our natural environment, 
but the restoration of our national spirit. Along with the Works 
Products Administration -- the WPA -- the Civilian Conservation 
Corps symbolized government's effort to provide a nation in 
depression with the opportunity to work, to build the American 
co=unity through service. And all over America today, you can 
see projects -- even today in the 1990s -- built by your parents 
or your grandparents with the WPA plaque on it -- the CCC plaque 
on it -- the idea that people should be asked to serve and 
rewarded for doing it. 

MORE 
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In the midst of World War II, President Roosevelt 
proposed the GI Bill of Rights, which offered returning veterans 
the opportunity for education in respect to their service to our 
country in the war. Thanks to the GI Bill, which became a living 
reality in President Truman's time, more than eight million 
veterans got advanced education. And half a century later, the 
enduring legacy of the GI Bill is the strongest economy in the 
world and the broadest, biggest middle class that any nation has 
ever enjoyed. 

For many in my o--n generation, the su�.mons to 
citizenship and service came on this day 32 years ago, when 
President Kennedy created the Peace Corps with Sargent Shriver 
and Harris Wofford and other dedicated Americans when President 
Kennedy created the Peace Corps. With Sargent Shriver and Harris 
Wofford and other dedicated Americans, he enabled thousands of 
young men and �omen to serve on the leadi�g edge o! the new 
frontier, helping people all over the world to become what they 
ought to be, and bringing them the message by their very lives 
that America was a great country that stood !or good values and 
bW11an progress. 

At its height, the Peace Corps enrolled 16,000 young 
men and women. Its legacy is not simply goodwill and good works 
in countries all across the globe, but a profound and lasting 
change in th• way Americans think about their own country and tba 
world. 

Shortly a!ter the Peace Corps, Congress, under 
President Johnson, created the volunteers and service to America. 
Senator Jay Rockefeller, whom I introduced a moment ago, and many 
thousands of other Americans went to the bills and hollows of 
poor places, like West Virginia and Arkansas and Mississippi, to 
lift up Americans through their service. 

The lesson of our whole history is that honoring 
service and rewarding responsibility is the best investment 
America can make. And I have seen it today. Across this great 
land, through the Loa Angeles Conservation Corps, which took the 
children who lived in the neighborhoods where th• riots occurred 
and gave th•• a chance to get out into nature and to clean up 
their own neighborhoods and to lift themselves and their friends 
in th• effort: in Boston with the City �•ar program -- with all 
these programs represented hara in this room today, the spirit of 
service is sweeping this country and giving us a chance to put 
the quilt of America together in a way that makes a strength out 
of diversity: that lifts us up out of our problems: and that 
keeps our people looking toward a better and brighter future. 
(Applauae.) 

National service recognizes a simple but powerful 
truth - that we make progress not by governmental action alone, 
but ve do best when the people and their government work at the 
grassroots in genuine partnership. Th• idea of national service 
panieates uny other aspects ot the programs I have sought to 
bring to America. The economic plan that I announced to 
Congress, tor example, will offer every child the chance tor a 
healthy start through immunization and basic health care and Head 
Start. (Applause.) But still it depends on parents doing th• 
best they can as parents and children making the most of their 
opportun1.ties. 

The plan can help to rebuild our cities and our 
small co111111unities through physical investments that will put 
people to work. But Americans sti.11 must work to restore the 
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social fabric that has been torn in too many co::i.�unities. Unless 
people know we can work together in our schools and our of!ices, 
in our factories, unless they believe we can walk the streets 
safely together, and unless we do that together, governmental 
action alone is doomed to fail. (Applause.) 

The national service plan I propose will be built on 
the same principles as the old GI Bill -- when people give 
something of invaluable merit to their country, they ought to be 
rewarded with the opportunity to further their education. 
National service will challenge our people to do the work that 
should and indeed must be done and cannot be �one unle�: the 
Alllerican people voluntarily �ive tr.emselves up to that work. It 
will invest in the future of every person who serves. 

I 

And as we rekindle the spirit of national service, I 
know it won't disappoint many of the students here to know that 
we also have to reform the whole syste� of student loans. 
(Applause.) We should begin by making it easier for young people 
to pay back their sti.:dent loans and enabling them to hold jobs 
(applause) -- enabling them to hold jobs that may accomplish 
much, but pay little. 

Today, when students borrow money for an education, 
the repayment plan they make is based largely on how much they 
have to repay, without regard to what the jobs they take 
themselves pay. It is a powerful incentive, therefore, for young 
college graduates to do just the reverse of what we might want 
them to do: to take a job that pays more even it is less 
rewarding because that is the job that will make the repayment of 
the loans possible. It is also, unfortunately, a powerful 
incentive for some not to make the payments at all, which is 
unforgivable. 

So what we seek to do is to enable the American 
students to borrow the money they need for college and pay it 
back as a small percentage of their own income over time. This 
is especially important after a decade in which the cost of a 
college education has gofte up even more rapidly than the cost of 
health care. (Applause.) Making a major contribution to one of 
the more disturbing statistics in America today, which is that 
the college dropout rate in this country is now 2,5 times the 
high school dropout rate. We can do better than that through 
national service and adequate financing. (Applause.) 

The present system is unacceptable, not only for 
students, but !or the taxpayers as well. It's complicated and 
it's expensive. It costs the taxpayers of our country about $4 
billion every year to finance the student loan program because of 
loan defaults and the cost of administering th• program. And I 
believe we can do better. 

Beyond reforming this system for financing higher 
education, the national service program more importantly will 
create new opportunities for Al:lericans to work off outstanding 
loans or to build up credits for future education and training 
opportunities. 

We'll ask young people all across this country and 
some who aren't so young who want to further their college 
education to serve in our schools as teachers or tutors in 
reading and mathematics. We'll ask you to help our police forces 
across the nation, training members for a new police corps that 
vill valk beats and work with neighborhoods and build the kind of 
co111111unieies ties that will prevent crime from happening in the 
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tirst place so that our police otticers won't have to spend all 
their tice chasing cri�1nals. (Applause.) 

We'll ask young people to work, to help control 
pollution and recycle waste, to paint darkened buildings and 
clean up neighborhoods. (Applause.) To work with senior 
citizens and com.bat homelessness and help children in trouble get 
out ot it and build a better lite. (Applause.) 

And these are just a tew ot the things that you will 
be able to, tor most ot the decisions about what you can do will 
b� made by people like those in this rooD, people who run the 
programs represented by all ot tho:e wearing these di!!erent 
kinde ot tee-shirt3. We don't seek a national bureaucracy. I 
have spoken o!ten about how we need to reinvent the government to 
make it more et!icient and less bureaucrat!c, to make it more 
responsive to people at the grassroots level. 

And I want national service to do juct that. I want 
it to empower young people and their col!llllunitias, not to empower 
yet another government bureaucracy in Washington. This is going 
to be your program at your level with your people. (Applause.) 

And as you wall know, that's what's happening all 
across America today. People are already serving their neighbors 
in their neighborhoods. Just this morning, I was inspired to sea 
and to speak with students trom Rutgers serving their community, 
trom mentoring young people as Big Sisters, to helping older 
people learn new skills. 

I mat a lady today who has lJ grandchildren and tive 
great-grandchildren who dropped out ot school the year before I 
was born -- is about to become a high school graduate shortly 
because ot the ettorts ot this program. (Applause.) Is she back 
there? Stand up. (Applause.) 

I'm impressed by the spirit behind the Rutgers civic 
education and community service program: the understanding that 
community service enriches education, that students should not 
only take the lessons they learn in class out into the community, 
but bring the lessons they learn in the community back into the 
classroom. (Applause.) 

And that spirit, during this academic year alone, 
more than 800 students from Rutgers are contributing more than 
60,000 hours ot community service -- in New Brunswick, in Camden, 
in Newark, throughout this state. (Applause.) 

This morning I also met with members ot the New 
Jersey Youth Corps. Here they are. (Applause.) Stand up. 
(Applause.) Young people who are looking tor a second chance at 
echool� and who when coming back to finish their high school 
degrees, also serve in their communities. Through this program, 
aore than 6,500 young adults have contributed over 900,000 hours 
ot service to the state o! New Jersey. (Applause.) 

They've dona everything from paint senior citizens' 
homes, to tutor and mentor children in attar-school programs. 
For the tuture ot our state and nation, we need more young people 
like those in the New Jersey Youth corps who exemplify the spirit 
ot service. 

That spirit also moves people all across the nation. 
In my state, there's a young woman named Antoinette Jackson, 
who's a senior in a small comounity called Gauld, Arkansas. 
She's a member ot the Delta Service corps. The rural Mississippi 
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oe:ta is still the poorest place in America. And in t�at area, 
she works with a "Lend a Hand'' progra� which runs a thrift shop 
to provide hungry and homeless people with food and clothing. 
And in return, the Delta four is going to help her attend college 
so that she can make an even gTeater contribution. (Applause.) 

Th.e spirit of service also moves a young man I met 
about a year ago named Stephen Spalos, who works with a City Year 
program in Boston. At age 23, he's had some hard times in his 
life. But as h,e puts it, City Year gave him a place and the 
�ools to �e able to start over. He works as a te�m 1.atier, a 
ment�r, a tutor, a proj�ct manager for a bunch of young people 
who restore s�nior citizens• homes. 

Last year when I visited his project, he literally 
took his sweatshirt off his back and gave it to me so that I 
would never forget the kids at City Year. And I still wear it 
when I go jogging, always remembering what they're doing in 
Boston to help those kids. (Applause.) 

The spirit of service moves Orah Fireman, a graduate 
of Wesleyan College. As a sophomore in high school, she worked 
with disadvantaged children in upstate New York. That experience 
changed her life. And during her high school and college years, 
she continued to work with children. And now that she is out of 
college, she has begun what will probably be a lifetime of 
service by working at a school for emotionally disturbed children 
in Boston. She wants other people to have th• opportunity to 
serve, and she wrote this: Service work teaches responsibility 
and compassion. It tights alienation by proving to young people 
that they can make a difference. There is no lesson more 
important than tbat. 

Well, there are stories like this in this room and 
all across America. And we're going to create thousands of more 
o! them through national service. We'll work with groups witb. 
proven track records to serve their community, giving them the 
support they need. And if you have more good ideas, i! you're 
entrepreneurs of national service, we'll let you compete tor our 
form o! venture capital -- develop new programs to serve your 
neighbors. That's how we want th• national service program to 
grow every year -- rewarding results, building on success, and 
bubbling up from the grassroots energy and compassion and 
intellect of America. 

I don't want service to wait while this potential is 
wasted. That's why I want to make this summer a sW11J11er of 
service, when young people can not only serve their communities, 
but build a foundation for a new national effort. I've asked 
congress to invest in and I'm asking young people to participate 
in a special effort in national service and leadership training 
just this sW11J11er. We are going to recruit about 1,000 young 
people �rom every background -- from high school dropouts to 
college graduates, to send to an intensive leadership training 
program !or national service at the beginning o! the summer. 

Then we'll ask them to work on one of our count:-y's 
most urgent problems, helping our children who are in danger of 
losing their God-given potential. Some ot them will tutor. Some 
will work on programs to i111J11unize young children from preventible 
childhood diseases. Some will help to develop and run 
recreational centers or reclaim urban parks from dealers and 
debris. Some will counsel people a few years younger than 
themselves to keep them out or gangs and into good activities. 
And everyone will learn about serving our country and helping our 
COl!ll!\Unities. 

MORE 
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At the end of t�is su=er, we'll bring all these 
people together for several days of debriefing and training, and 
then they'll all join in a youth service summit. I will at�end 
the meeting and I expect to listen a lot more than I talk. I'll 
ask leaders from Congress, from business, labor, religious, and 
community groups to attend the youth service summit, too. We'll 
give those who serve the honor they deserve, and we'll learn a 
lot more about how to build this national service program. And 
from the thousand pioneers of this s\lll\lller, I want the national 
service to grow 100-fold in the next tour years. (Applause.) 

, But even �he� hundreds of thous&nds are serving, I 
�an� to maintain the pioneer spirit of this first few months, 
because national service can make America new again. It can help 
solve our problems, educate our people, and build our communities 
back together. So if anybody here would like to be one of those 
1,000 -- or if anybody who is listening to this speech by radio 
or television or reads about it and would like to be one of those 
1,000, drop me a card at the White House and just mark it 
national service. We're going to pick them. And I can't promise 
you'll be selected, but I promise you'll be considered. I want 
to engage the energies of America in this effort. (Applause.) 

I also want to say that you shouldn't wait for the 
summer or for a new program. We need to begin now. We are going 
to be looking for the kinds of ideas that we ought to be funding. 
This is Monday. I ask you by Friday -- every one of you -- to 
think about what you think you can do and what we should do to be 
agents of renewal; to talk with your parents, your clergy, your 
friends, your teachers, to join the effort to renew our community 
and to rebuild our country; and to write to me about what you are 
doing. It's time for millions of us to change our country block 
by block, neigh.borhood by neighborhood -- time to return to our 
roots an excitement, an idealism, and an energy. (Applause.) 

I have to tell you that there are some among us who 
do not believe that young Americans will answer a call to action, 
who believe t'.hat our people now measure their success merely in 
the accumulation of material things. They believe this call to 
service will go unanswered. But I believe they are dead wrong. 
(Applause.) 

And so, especially to the young Americans here, I 
ask you to prove that those who doubt you are wrong about your 
generation. And today I ask all of you who are young in spirit 
-- whet'.her you are a 10-year-old in a service program in our 
schools who reads to still younger children, or a 72-year-old who 
has become a foster grandparent -- I ask you all to believe that 
you can contribute to your community and your country. And in so 
doing, you vill find the best in yourself. 

You will learn the lessons about your lite that you 
■ight not ever learn any other way. You will learn again that
each of us has the spark o! potential to accomplish something
truly and enduringly unique. You will experience the
satisfaction of making a connection in a way with another person
that you could do in no other way. You will learn that the joy
o! mastering a new skill or discovering a new insight is exceeded
only by the joy ot helping someone else do the same thing. You
will know the satisfaction of being valued not tor what you own
or what you earn or what position you hold, but just because of
what you have given to someone else. (Applause.) You will
understand in personal ways the wisdom of the words spoken years
ago by Martin Luther King who said "Everybody can be great
because everybody can serve." (Applause.)
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r ask you all, �y fellow Americans, to su?�Or� our 
proposal for national se::-v1ce and to live a proposal for natlonal 
service: to learn the meaning of Ar.lerica at its best, and to 
recreate for others America at its best. We are not just another 
country. We have always been a special kind of corn.,un:ty, linked 
by a web of rights and respons1b1l1t1es, and bound together, not 
by bloodlines, but by beliefs. At an age in time when people all 
across the world are being literally torn apart by racial 
hatreds, by ethnic hatreds, by religious divisions, we are a 
nation, with all of our problems, where people can come together 
across racial and religious lines and hold hands and work 
together, not jusc to endure our ditfcrc�ces, b�t to :cle�rate 
them. I ask you to make Ar.lcrica calebrate that again. 
(Applausa.) 

I ask you, in closing, to co?!llllit yourselves to this 
season of service because America needs it. We need every one of 
you to live up to the fullest of your potential, and we need you 
to reach those who are not here and who will never hear this 
talk, and who will never have the future they could othervise 
have if not for something that you could do. The great challenge 
of your generation is to prove that every person here in this 
great land can live up to the fullest of their Cod-given 
capacity. If we do it, the 21st century will be the American 
century. The American Dream will be kept alive if you will today 
answer the call to service. 

Thank you, and Cod blesa you all. (Applause.) 

END l: SO P.M. EST 
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Call to
Service

Colman McCarthy
________________________

Clinton’s

No speech in the Clinton campaign 
was more inspirational than the candi­
date’s remarks at the University of No­
tre Dame last September. As president, 
Clinton didn't match it until his March 1 
speech at Rutgers University. At both 
campuses, he issued calls for national 
service for college students.

At Notre Dame: “If we are truly to 
practice what we preach, Americans of 
every faith and viewpoint should come 
together to promote the common good." 
It was similar at Rutgers: “National ser­
vice is nothing less than the American 
way to change America.’

Clinton’s effort to rally the young to 
altruism has created a debate that pita 
idealism against realism, as if the two are 
forever locked in conflict Where’s the mon­
ey, ask realists, for the tuition-for-service 
program that Clinton is proposing: $389 
million in scholarships for 25,000 students 
the first year and $3.4 billion for 100,000 
by 1997. Realists say that Clinton’s sweet 
talk ignores sour facts: There's no money 
for a new social program.

From that negative, despairing argu­
ment Clinton is supposed to get the 
message: Don’t even try. That means 
don't lead, just preside. The past 12 years 
witnessed two presiders in the White 
House. Most first-year college students 
today were in kindergarten when Ronald 
Reagan wu elected and in fourth grade 
when reelected. They came into adoles­
cence under a politician who tried nothing 
by way of linking government with nation­
al service. Instead of selflessness to oth­
ers, he extolled self-enrichment

Evidence suggests that the young 
weren’t seduced either by Reagan's mes­
sage of contempt for government or his 
disdain for altruism. The 1980s saw a 
surge in campus community-service pro­
grams, such as the ones Clinton praised 

at Notre Dame and Rutgers. Amnesty 
International chapters increased on cam­
puses. as did those of Oxfam USA. Appli­
cations to Peace Corps remained high, as 
they did for such private domestic pro­
grams as the Jesuit Volunteer Corps and

Yet Clinton’s philosophy of service rep­
resents intellectual newness to many in 
high school and college. John F. Kennedy's 
appeals to national service are seen as 
historical relics. Known from books but not 
live on MTV as are Clinton’s. It wasn’t a 
politician’s celebrityhood that created sup­
port for the president at Notre Dame and 
Rutgers. Students saw in him someone 
with a positive message—put community 
interest above self-interest—that many 
professors and counselors at their schools 
had been exposing them to all along: If you 
can’t teach the illiterate, comfort the sick 
and handicapped, or mend whatever and 
whoever is broken during your college 
years, you’re receiving a limited education.

Clinton deserves to be honored for 
taking a risk that he’ll be able to raise the 
money for his program of national ser­
vice. Critics in Congress with no greater 
agenda than carping about ideas they 
were too dull-witted or timid to propose 
themselves now lie in wait for the presi­
dent when he comes in with specifics. 
They will say Clinton’s ideas are danger­
ous because they are romantic and utopi­
an. a charge that ignores the thought of 
James Madison in 1788: “No theoretical 
checks—no form of government, can 
render us secure. To suppose that any 
form of government will secure liberty or 
happiness without any virtue in the peo­
ple is a chimerical idea.’

Some critics charge that Clinton is into 
bribery: tuition money for service. While 
the details are being worked out on how 
much money for what service, who com­
plains that the U.S. Army entices re­
cruits with as much as $20,000 toward a 
college education. Why isn't it bribery 
when ROTC programs pay students to 
shine their boots occasionally and fair* 
gut courses in military lore. Nor is much 
alarm expressed over the most lavish 
enticement of all: a free ride at the 
military academies in exchange for a few 
years in uniform after graduation.

Clinton’s Rutgen speech marked the 
32nd anniversary of the Peace Corps. Ken­
nedy's spmted message was repeated by 
Clinton: “Answer the call to service.* In 
"The Boid Experiment,’ a history of the 
Peace Corps by Gerard Rice, one of those 
who responded to Kennedy's call explained 
why: “I’d never done anything political, 
patriotic or unselfish because nobody ever 
asked me to. Kennedy asked.*

So has Clinton.



National Service — Now
By Bill Clinton

Prtsidunt Clinton will deliver a 
speech on national service tomorrow 
at nut/tn University.

beck to their nation.
National service will exercise our 

talents and rebuild our communities. 
It will harness the energy of our 
youth and attack the problems of our 
time. It will bring together men and 
women of every age and race and lift 
up our nation’s spine And for all of 
us, it will rekindle the excitement of 
being Americana. 

Washington 
pathy is dead.

Of everything I've 
learned in my first 
few weeks in the 
White House, that’s 
the thing that's made 

me the happiest. Whether or not the 
people I've met outside the capital 
support the changes I have proposed, 
they’re all saying they’re ready to 
rebuild our country

But they know, as I do, that no 
economic plan can do It alone. A plan 
can make vaccines available to chil­
dren. but alone It mil not administer 
the shots to all of them. Il can put 
security guards in the schools, but 
alone it will not take gangs off the 
streets. And it can provide more aid 
for college, but alone it will not make 
the costs of college less daunting for 
the middle class.

That’s why I believe we need na­
tional service — now

If Congress acts quickly enough, just 
months from now more than 1,000 
young people will sun serving our 
country in a special summer effort. In 
four years, the successors to these 
pioneers will multiply • hundredfold. 
Imagine: an army of 100.000 young 
people restoring urban and rural com­
munities and giving their labor m re­
turn for education and training

National service is an idea as old as 
America Time and again, our people 
have found new ways to honor citizen­
ship and match the needs of changing 

times.
Lincoln’s Homestead Act rewarded 

those who had the courage to settle the 
frontier with the land to raise a family. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Social Securi­
ty Act insured that Americans who 
work a lifetime can grow old with 
dignity Harry S. Truman's C.l. Bill 

rewarded the service at my father's 
generation, transforming youthful vet­
erans into an army of educated civil­
ians that led our nation Into a new era. 

For my generation, the reality at 
national service was born 32 yean 
ago tomorrow, when Piesident John 
F. Kennedy created the Peace Corps. 
At its peak, the Peace Corps enrolled 
only IS,000 volunteers yet it changed 
the way a generation of Americans 
look at themselves and the world. 

Today, the spirit of our people once 
again can meet head-on the troubles 
of our times.

The task is as complex as our chal­

lenge is great We must combine the
intensity of the pcst-Worid War II
years with the Idealism of the early
IJM's — and help young people afford
a college education or Job training.

In 1993. we'll restore the spint of
service by asking our people to serve
here at home. We won’t refight the
wars we won, but we'll tackle the
growing domestic dangers that
threaten our future.

Our new initiative will embody the
same principles as the old G.l. Bill It
will challenge our people to serve our
country and do the work that should
— and must — be done. It will give
those who serve the honor and re­
wards they deserve. It will invest in
the future of the quiet heroes who
invest in the future of others.

The national service legislation
that I will send to Congress shortly
will give our people the chance to
serve in two basic ways:

First, it will make it easier for
young people to hold low-paying pub­
lic service |obs and still pay off their
student loc.is.

Unde, our program, Americans
will be able to borrow the money they
need for college and pay it back as a
small percentage of their income
over time. By giving graduates the
chance to repay loans on an afford­
able, reasonable schedule, this "in- of drifting apart instead of working 
come-contingent” program will allow together we are ready to meet the 
our people to do the work that our challenge. From a U-year-old boy m 
communities really need. North Dakota who sent us 31,000 to

Second, our legislation will create help pay off the deficit, to a 92-year- 
new opportunities for Americans to old widower in Kansas who followed 
serve our country for a year or two — his example, people are demonstrat- 
and receive financial support for edu- !n« t1’11 wlnl 10 «Ive something 

cation or training in return.
We’ll offer people of different ages

and educational levels different ways
to serve. And to focus our energies and
get the most for our money, we ll direct
special attention to a few areas:

e We'U ask thousands of young peo­
ple to serve in our schools — some as
teachers, others as youth mentors,
reading specialists and math tutors.
They’ll join the effort to Insure that 
our schools offer the best education in
the world.

• We’U send people into medical
clinics to help immunize the nanon's
2-year-oMs. Some participants will ba
qualified to give the shots, but thou­
sands of others can provide essential
support, contacting parents and 
following up to make sure children
get the shots they need.

• We'U help police forces across the

country through a new Police Corps
trained to walk beau. We'U also or­
ganize others in our communities to

keep kids out at gangs and off drugs.
• We’U put still others to work cao

trolling pollution and recycling waste,
to help insure that we pass on to our 
children a nation that is clean and
safe for years to come.

Our national service program win
offer more than benefits to individ­
uals. We’ll help pay operating costs
for community groups with proved
track records, providing the support
they’ll need to grow. And we’ll let
entrepreneurs compete for venture
capital to develop new service pro­

grams.
While the Federal Government will

provide the seed money for national
service, we are determined that the
participants — the individuals who
serve and the groups that sponsor
their service — will guide the process.

Spending tens of millions at tax dot- 
larx rn htnld a
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week leadership training program. 
We'U recruit more than 1,000 young 
people for special projects to meet 
the needs of children at risk — and to 
train the first class of full-year par­
ticipants.

In the first full year of our initiative, 
we ll launch our flexible loan program 
and aim to put tens of thousands of 
people to work. By 1997, more than 
100,000 citizens could be serving our 

country, getting education and train­
ing benefits in return. And hundreds 
of thousands more people could be 
doing invaluable work because col­
lege loans no longer block the way.

But the best planning and the most 
ambiutxjs design won't make this vi­
sion of national service a reality. That 
responsibility ultimately rests with 
the American people.

1 am convinced that after ’.2 years

would be selfdefeating, it would 
squash the spirit of innovation that 
national service demands

By design, our national service pro­
gram will not happen overnight In­
stead, It will grow year by year, with 
funding reaching 33 billion in 1997. 
And as I’ve said many times, I be­
lieve It will be the best money we ever 
spend.

If Congress gives us the chance, 
this summer we’U create an eight-
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THE WHITE HOUSE
OFFICE OF NATIONAL SERVICE 
NEWS AND INFORMATION SERVICE

Corps,
young
L needs.

the President visited 
, and spoke

Also on Monday, March 1:

Vice President Gore visited the Wisconsin Conservation Corps and 
gave a speech at the University of Wisconsin on national service 
and the environment.

Mrs. Gore visited a Richmond emergency shelter for families, and 
spoke to student service providers at the University of Richmond.

Five Cabinet Secretaries highlighted service on Monday: Secretary 
Babbitt worked with the Durham Conservation Corps in Durham, 
North Carolina; Secretary Pena specifically addressed service in 
a speech to the National Association of County Organizations; 
Secretary Reich visited YouthBuild in Boston; and Secretary 
Shalala visited the Sick Children's Hospital in Washington, D.C. 
On Tuesday, Secretary Espy gave a speech on national service at 
Howard University.

Contact: Diana Aldridge
(202) 456-6444

THE PRESIDENT ADDRESSES NATIONAL SERVICE AT RUTGERS:

On the 32nd anniversary of the establishment of the Peace 
President Clinton spent a day in New Jersey challenging yo 
people to serve their country by meeting pressing national

Before his address at Rutgers University, the Fresiaenr 
the New Brunswick Public Schools Adult Learning Center,  
to participants from both Rutgers and the community about their 
•-utstanding service work.

Then speaking before what the New York Times termed a "wildly 
enthusiastic" crowd at Rutgers, the President challenged 
America's young people to "make America new again" by serving 
their country.

The President also detailed his national service plan and issued 
his challenged to young people in a taped interview with MTV. 
Excepts aired Monday and Tuesday in a half-hour MTV special 
"Bill Clinton: His Plan, Your Future."

The VICE PRESIDENT AND OTHER ADMINISTRATION PRINCIPALS 
ENCOURAGE SERVICE:
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT'S RUTGERS ADDRESS: 

• "National service will be America at its best -- building
community, offering opportunity and rewarding
responsibility.

• "We'll ask young people all across this country and some
who aren't so young ••. to serve in our schools as teachers
or tutors .•. to help our police forces across the nation
••. to help control pollution and waste ... to work with
senior citizens and combat homelessness ... "

• "I want (national service] to empower young people and
their communities, not to empower yet another government
bureaucracy in WashinJton. This is going to be your program 
at your level with y-..ur people." 

• "I want to make this summer a summer of service .••. We are
going to recruit about 1,000 young people from every
background -- from high school dropouts to college
graduates, to send to an intensive leadership training
program for national service at the beginning of the summer.
Then we'll ask them to work on one of our country's most
urgent problems, helping our children who are in danger of
losing their God-given potential •.•• At the end of this
summer ... they'll all join in a youth service summit. I will
attend the meeting .•• "

The President specifically challenged young people to serve: 

• "If anybody here would like to be one of those 1,000 -- or
if anybody who is listening to this speech .•• or reads
about it and would like to be one of those 1,000, drop me a
card at the White House and just mark it National Service."

• "I ask you by Friday -- every one of you -- to think about
what you can do and what we should do to be agents of
renewal; to talk with your parents, your clergy, your
frie.nds, your teachers; to join the effort to renew our
community and to rebuild our country; and to write to be
about what you are doing. It's time for millions of us to
change our country block by block, neighborhood by
neighborhood ..• "

(more) 
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PUBLIC A!fD PRESS INTEREST: 

Public and press interest in the President's national service 
plans was wide-spread. 

Extensive coverage of the President's speech included front page 
stories in USA Today, the Los Angeles Timas, and the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, among others. ABC News' "American Agenda" highlighted 
successful service programs and young people exemplifying the 
President's national service message in Washington state. 

MTV produced its broadcast to encourage young people to examine 
and respond to the President's plans for national service. In 
addition to the interview with President Clinton, the special 
included footage of h ! s speech as he issued his "challenge tc. 
serve" to young peop.e, and President Kennedy announcing tht:. 
Peace corps 32 years ago. 



INFORMATION ON 'l'RE PRESIDENT'S NATIONAL SERVICE INITIATIVE: 

o Timing: The President will submit legislation for his 
national service program to Congress this spring. 

o Two Components of the Program: The President's program will
have two primary components: 1) The program will create national
service opportunities for young people to serve their country and
receive money for college or training in return; 2) The program
will enable all young people to go to college or receive training
to pay back their student loans as a small percentage of their
income over time ("income contingent" loans) -- enabling them to
hold essential public service jobs that accomplish much but
sometimes pay relatively little.

Detail- on The First component: 

o Funding: The President has requested $7.4 billion over the 
next four years for his national service program. The funding 
level will rise each year, to $3.4 billion in 1997. Funding 
starts at $400 million for the first year. 

o Number of Participants: The number of participants for the
first year is estimated at 25,000. By 1997, it is expected that
more than 100,000 young people will be paying for their education
or training by serving their country and communities.

o Eligibility and Benefits: Students before, during and after
college will be eligible to serve for a year or two, and in
return receive a small stipend, health and child care benefits
where necessary, and an educational benefit to pay for college or
job training (or discharge loans incurred for those purposes}.

o Pocus of Service Activities: The program objectives will be 
to meet unmet needs in critical areas. For example, young people 
will be able to serve as teachers in schools where children need 
extra help; in clinics in areas where people need medical care; 
in the police force, keeping criminals off the streets and kids 
out of gangs; and in an environmental corps, recycling waste and 
fighting pollution. 

o A41liniatration: The program will be non-bureaucratic, using 
venture capital to support entrepreneurs and public-private 
partnerships to support growing programs. states and local 
organizations will be given the opportunity to design innovative 
ways to meet identified national priorities. 

o Nondisplacement: The legislation will include strict
nondisplacement and nonduplication provisions. National service
will only meet needs that are not otherwise being met.



INFORXATIOB OB TBB PRESIDENT'S "SOMMER OP SERVICE" PROJECT: 

o Project overview: With national service a high priority for 
the President, he will be organizing a summer project even as his 
proposed legislation will be making its way through Congress. 
The project will focus on 4 to 10 communities around the country, 
involving a diverse group of more than 1,000 young people 
involved in special efforts to help children at risk. 

o Punding: The project will be funded with a portion of a $15 
million appropriation in the FY 93 stimulus package. (Additional 
challenge-grant funding for service corps; for expanding teacher 
training in service learning; and for re-establishing VISTA'S 
Summer Associates program are also included in the package.) 

J Objectives: The program has two m, jor goals: To show what 
national service can accomplish, meetL • .J critical needs and 
bringing people together; and to develop a leadership corps for 
future years of national service. National service is such a 
priority of the President, he wouldn't let it wait for the full 
program to pass Congress. 

o Targeted !feeds: The programs in the "Summer of Service"
will focus on children-at-risk in the areas of education, health,
crime prevention, and environmental protection. For example, some
participants will tutor; some will help bring families into
medical clinics; some will develop recreational centers; some
will counsel youths to keep them out of gangs.

o Leadership Training: The summer project will be designed to 
develop the leadership skills of the young participants. For 
several days at the beginning and end of the summer, the 
participants will gather to share their experiences and complete 
intensive leadership training. 

o Post-prograa/Ongoing Benefits: All participants interested
in continuing to serve through the next year will receive
placement assistance. Participants with ideas to design their own
programs to fight community problems will be able to receive
modest Service Entrepreneurial Awards for Change {SEA Change) to
realize their plans.

o Adllini■tration: The Commission on National and Community
Service will administer a competitive process to determine what
programs participate. The programs will select the participants.
The Commission is working quickly to ensure that programs are
developed rapidly and effectively to succeed for this summer.
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
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Rutgers University 
New Bru�swick, Ne·.; Jer::.cy 

March 1, 1993 

THF: PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. (Applause.) 
Thank you. Thank you, Na�ia Tomlinson for that fine
introduction. I wish I could take you with me everyvhere. We'd 
make a great duo there. Let's give her another hand. I thought 
she was great. (Applause.) 

I'd like to thank President Frank Lawrence for his -
Francis Lawrence -- for his fine speech. Does anybody call him 
Frank7 I should have asked. (Laughter.) I want to compliment 
Professor Benjamin Barber for his leadership and service here. 
(Applause.) And I want to thank all of you here in the Rutgers 
community for coming out for what I hope will be a truly historic 
moment in our nation's history. (Applause.) 

In addition to the people who have been introduced 
here, there are a host of mayors and members of the Assembly and 
county officials here from your state. We have two former 
governors, both of whom I served with -- Brendan Byrne and Tom 
Kean who are out there. I'm glad to see them. (Applause.) Hy 
friends. We have a distinguished array of members of the House 
from New Jersey -- Herb Klein, Bob Manendez, Frank Pallone, 
Donald Payne -- (applause), 

But you have some members of the Congress from all 
over America here and I want to introduce them, too, because they 
have taken a lot of trouble to come to Rutgers and because 
without them and without the people who represent you, the 
proposal I make today has no hope of passage. 

Many members of the Congress for years have believed 
we ought to do more in national service and some of them are here 
today. I'd like to begin by introducing your Senator Bill 
Bradley, who's behind me. (Applause.) I must say, when I walked 
into this arena, I turned around and asked Bill Bradley if he'd 
ever shot any baskets in here. I'd be intimidated to be the 
opposing tea• in here. (Applause.) Senator Bradley sponsored 
legislation to establish neighborhood corps and self-reliance 
scholarships, things that are forbearers of the proposal I came 
to make, 

I'd like to recognize the presence on the platfor.:i

of senator Ted Kennedy from Massachusetts -- (appla�sc) -- wno

chairs the Senate committee on Human Resources and �jucation,
which sheparded the pilot national and coc..�unity sc�11cc o1!!
through the congress in the last session, along w1:h �:� 

counterpart who is out here in the audience so�e�ne�c. :·� ::r.c 

to ask him to stand up. The Chair:nan of the House c=:::::co,

Congressman Bill Ford, who came all the way fro� �:=�:=J� :� :o

with us. Congressman, would you stand up. (ApplJ��c.;

MORE 
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I'd like to recognize in the audience the presence 
of Senator Chris Dodd from Connecticut, who was one of the first 
Peace Corps volunteers in the United States. (Applause.) 

The member of Congress who introduced many, many 
years ago, the first piece o! national service legislation ever 
introduced, the Chairman ot the Foreign Relations Com.mittee, 
Senator Clairborne Pell from Rhode Island is here. (Applause,) 

I'd also like to introduce the only person in this 
audience, at l ec1,;t ot .:.u1.· �rowd, who doesn't ha•,e to look up to 
Senator Bradley, Sen�tor Jay Rockefeller !=om West Virginia, an 
early \'!STA volunteer in the United States. (Applause.) 

And finally I would like to reccqnize two other 
people, one, a melD.ber ot the United States Senate and one a 
distinguished American citizen, the first boss ot the ?eace 
Corps, Sargent Shriver, who's up her• with me. (Applause.) And 
his deputy, Senator Harris Wofford, from Pennsylvania. 
(Applause.) And Mrs. Wofford, I'm glad to see you. (Applause.) 

Now, I was involved before I became President in a 
group called the Democratic Leadership Council, and we made one 
of the central parts ot our platform to reclaim a new majority ot

Americans tor our party the establishment of a system ot national 
service to help people to finance education. And one ot our 
founding me111Ders and guiding lights is hare, Representative Dave 
Mccurdy from Oklahoma. I'd like tor him to stand up. 
(Applause.) 

Let ma make this last point, it I might, by way ot

beginning. Nona ot these things h&ppen at the national level, 
We empower th•m to happen and then people have to do things here 
at the grassroots. And I want to say a spacial word ot thanks to 
your Governor tor supporting the New Jersey Youth Corps and 
several other projects like it around the state, because it 
nobody's hare to believe in this, it can't happen. And I thank 
Governor Florio tor his support tor th••• things. (Applause.) 

I came here to ask all ot you to join me in a great 
national adventure, tor in the next tev weeks I will ask the 
United States congress to join me in creating a new system ot

voluntary national service -- something that I believe in the 
next few years will change America forever and tor the better. 

My parents• generation won new dignity working their 
way out ot the great Depression through programs that provided 
the■ the opportunity to serve and to survive. Brave man and 
wo■an i.n my own generation waged and won peaceful revolutions 
here at home tor civil rights and human rights, and began service 
around the world in the Peace Corps and hara at home in Vista. 
Nov, Allericans ot every generation face profound challenges in 
•••ting the needs that have bean neglected tor too long in this 
country -- from city streets plagued by crime and drugs to 
classrooms where girls and boys must learn the skills they need 
tor tomorrow, to hospital wards where patients need more care. 
All across America we have problems that demand our common 
attention. 

For those who answer the call and meet these 
challenges, I propose that our country honor your service with 
new opportunities tor education. National service will be 
America at its best -- building community, ottering opportunity, 
and rewarding responsibility. National service is a challenge 
tor Americans from every background and walk ot lite, and it 
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values so�et�l�g �ar �o=e t�an �oney. National service is 
nothing less t�an the Ar.1er1can way to change America. 
(Applause.) 

rt is rooted in the concept ot coll\lllunity: the 
simple idea that none ot us on our own will ever have as much to 
cherish about our own lives it we are out here all alone as we 
will if we work together. That somehow a society really is an 
organism in which the whole can be greater than the sum of its 
parts. And every one of us, no matter how many privileges with 
which we are born, can still be enriched by the contributions of 
tne le3�t o! us. And that we will never tulfi�l our individual 
c�pacitlCS until, as Al:lericans, we can all be what God meant tor 
us to be. (Applause.) 

If that is so -- if that is true, my fellow 
Americans, and it you believe it, it must therefor• follow that 
each of us has an obligation to serve. For it is perfectly clear 
that all of us cannot be what we ought to be until those of us 
who can help others -- and that is nearly all of us -- are doing 
something to help others live up to their potential. The concept 
of community and the idea of service are as old as our history. 
They began the moment America was literally invented. 

Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of 
Independence, "With a firm reliance on the protection of Divine 
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our 
fortune, and our sacred honor." In the midst of the Civil War, 
President Lincoln signed into law two visionary programs that 
helped our people come together again and build America up. Th• 
Morrill Act helped states create new land grant colleges. This 
is a land grant university. Th• university in my home state was 
the first land grant college west of the Mississippi River. 

In these places, young people learn to make American 
agriculture and industry the best in the world. The legacy of 
the Morrill Act is not only our great colleges and u.niversities 
like Rutgers, but the American tradition that merit and not money 
should give people a chanee tor a higher education. (Applause.) 

Mr. Lincoln also signed the Homestead Act that 
offered 100 acres of land tor families who had the courage to 
settle the frontier and farm th• wilderness. Its legacy is a 
nation that stretches from coast to coast. Now we must create a 
new legacy that gives a new generation of Americans the right and 
the power to explore the frontiers of science and technology and 
space. The frontiers of the limitations of our knowledge must be 
pushed back so that we can do what we need to do. And education 
is the way to do it, just as surely as it was more than 100 years 
ago. 

. Seven decades after the Civil War in the midst of 
the Great Depression, President Roosevelt created the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, which gave 2.s million young people the 
opportunity to support themselves while working in disaster 
relief and maintaining forests, beaches, rivers, and parks. Its 
legacy is not only the restoration of our natural environment, 
but the restoration of our national spirit. Along with the Works 
Products Administration -- the WPA -- the Civilian Conservation 
Corps symbolized government's effort to provide a nation in 
depression with the opportunity to work, to build the American 
co=unity through service. And all over Alllerica today, you can 
see projects -- even today in the 1990s -- built by your parenes

or your grandparents wieh the WPA plaque on it -- the CCC plaqu• 
on lt -- the idea that people should be asked to serve and 
rewarded tor doing it. 
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In the midst of World War II, President Roosevelt 
proposed the GI Bill of Rights, which offered returning veterans 
the opportunity tor education in respect to their service to our 
coun�ry in tha war. Thanks to tha GI Bill, which became a living 
reality in President Truman's ti�a, more than eight million 
veterans got advanced education. And half a century later, the 
enduring legacy of tha GI Bill is the strongest economy in the 
world and tha broadest, biggest middle class that any nation has 
ever enjoyed. 

For many in my o--n generati�n, �he su�.mons to 
citizenship and service came on this day J2 years ago, when 
President Kennedy created tha Peaca Corps with Sargent Shriver 
and Harris Wofford and other dedicated Americans when President 
Kennady created the Peace Corps. With Sargent Shriver and Harris 
Wofford and other dedicated Americans, ha enabled thousands of 
young men and �o:an to serve on the leading edge o! the naw 
frontier, helping paopla all over the world to become what they 
ought to be, and bringing them tha message by their vary lives 
that America was a great country that stood !or good values and 
human progress. 

At its height, the Peace Corps enrolled 16,000 young 
man and woman. Its legacy is not simply goodwill and good works 
in countries all across the globe, but a profound and lasting 
change in the way Americans think about their own country and the 
world. 

Shortly after the Peace Corps, Congress, under 
President Johnson, created the volunteers and service to America. 
Senator Jay Rockafallar, whom I introduced a moment ago, and many 
thousands o! other Americans want to the hills and hollows of 
poor places, like West Virginia and Arkansas and Mississippi, to 
li!t up Americans through their service. 

The lesson o! our whole history is that honoring 
service and rewarding responsibility is the bast investment 
America can make. And I have seen it today. Across this great 
land, through the Los Angalas conservation Corps, which took the 
children who lived in tha neighborhoods where the riots occurred 
and gave them a chance to get out into nature and to clean up 
their own neighborhoods and to li!t themselves and their friends 
in tha e!!ort; in Boston with the City Year program -- with all 
these prograu represented hare in this room today, the spirit ot 
service is sweeping this country and giving us a chance to put 
the quilt o! America together in a way that makes a strength out 
ot diversity: that lifts us up out o! our problems: and that 
keeps our people looking toward a better and brighter future. 
(ApplaUH.) 

National service recognizes a simple but powerful 
truth - that we make progress not by governmental action alone, 
but ve do best vhan the people and their government work at the 
grassroots in genuine partnership. The idea of national service 
per11eates a.any other aspects of the programs I have sought to 
bring to America. The economic plan that I announced to 
Congress, for example, will offer every child tha chance for a 
healthy start through immunization and basic health care and Head 
Start. (Applause.) But still it depends on parents doing the 
best they can as parents and children making the most of their 
opportunities. 

Tha plan can help to rebuild our cities and our 
small co111111unitias through physical investments that will put 
people to work. But Americans still must work to restore th• 
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social fabric t�at has been torn n too many co!lll!lunities, Unless 
people know we can work together n our schools and our o!!�ces, 
in our factories, unless they bel eve we can walk the streets 
safely together, and unless we do that together, governmental 
action alone is doomed to fail. (Applause.) 

The national service plan I propose will be built on 
the same principles as the old GI Sill -- when people give 
something of invaluable merit to their country, they ought to be 
rewarded with the opportunity to further their education. 
National service will challenge our people to do the work that 
should ar.� indeed must be dor.e and canr.ot be cone unle�� the 
American people voluntarily �ive �tem3e!ves up to that work. I� 
will invest in the future of every person who serves. 

I 

And as we rekindle the spirit of national service, I 
know it won't disappoint many of the students here to know that 
we also have to reform the whole system of student loans. 
(Applause.) We should begin by making it easier for young people 
to pay back their st�dent loans and enabling them to hold jobs 
(applause) -- enabling them to hold jobs that may accomplish 
much, but pay little. 

Today, when students borrow money tor an education, 
the repayment plan they make is based largely on how much they 
have to repay, without regard to what the jobs they take 
themselves pay. It is a powerful incentive, therefore, for young 
college graduates to do just th• reverse of what we might want 
them to do; to take a job that pays more even it is lass 
rewarding because that is the job that will make the repayment ot 

the loans possible. It is also, unfortunately, a powerful 
incentive tor soma not to make the payments at all, which is 
unforgivable. 

So what we seek to do is to enable th• American 
students to borrow the money they need for college and pay it 
back as a small percentage of their own income over time. This 
is especially important after a decade in which the cost ot a 
college education has gone up even more rapidly than the cost ot

health care. (Applause.) Making a major contribution to one ot 
the more disturbing statistics in America today, which is that 
the collage dropout rate in this country is now 2.5 times the 
high school dropout rate. We can do better than that through 
national service and adequate financing. (Applause.) 

The present system is unacceptable, not only tor 

students, but tor the taxpayers as well. It's complicated and 
it's expansive. It costs the taxpayers of our country about S4 
billion every year to finance the student loan program because ot 

loan defaults and the cost ot administering the program. And I 
believe ve can do better. 

Beyond retorning this system tor financing higher 
education, the national service program more importantly will 
create nev opportunities tor Americans to work ott outstanding 
loans or to build up credits for future education and training 
opportunities. 

We'll ask young people all across this country and 
some who aren't so young who want to further their college 
education to serve in our schools as teachers or tutors in 
reading and mathematics. We'll ask you to help our police forces 
across the nation, training mel!lbers for a new police corps that 
will walk beats and work �ith neighborhoods and build the kind of 
communities ties thae will prevent cri0e from happening in the 
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first place so that our police o�ficers won't have to spend all 
their t1me chas1ng cr1m1nals. (Applause.) 

We'll ask young people to work, to help control 
pollution and recycle waste, to paint darkened buildings and 
clean up neighborhoods. (Applause.) To work with senior 
citizens and combat homelessness and help children in trouble get 
out of it and build a better lite. (Applause.) 

And these are just a few of the things that you will 
be able to, tor most of the decisions about what you can do will 
bo made by people like those in this room, people who run the 
programs represented by all of tho�• wearing these dit!erent 
kind� of tea-shirt�. We don't seek a national bureaucracy. I 
have spoken often about how we need to reinvent the government to 
make it more efficient and less bureaucratic, to make it more 
responsive to people at the grassroots level. 

And I want national service to do juct that. I want 
it to empower young people and their communities, not to empower 
yet another government bureaucracy in Washington. This is going 
to be your program at your level with your people. (Applause.) 

And as you wall know, that's what's happening all 
across America today. People are already serving their neighbors 
in their neighborhoods. Just this morning, I was inspired to see 
and to speak with students from Rutgers serving their community, 
from mentoring young people as Big Sisters, to helping older 
people learn new skills. 

I met a lady today who has 13 grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren who dropped out of school the year before I 
was born -- is about to become a high school graduate shonly 
because of the efforts of this program. (Applause.) Is she back 
there? Stand up. (Applause.) 

I'm impressed by the spirit behind the Rutgers civic 
education and community service program: the understanding that 
community service enrich•• education, that students should not 
only take the lessons they learn in class out into the community, 
but bring the lessons they learn in the community back into the 
classroom. (Applause.) 

And that spirit, during this academic year alone, 
more than 800 students from Rutgers are contributing more than 
60,000 hours of community service -- in New Brunswick, in Camden, 
in Newark, throughout this state. (Applause.) 

This morning I also met with members of the New 
Jersey Youth Corps. Here they are. (Applause.) Stand up. 
(Applause.) Young people who are looking for a second chance at 
achool� and who when coming back to finish their high school 
degrees, also serve in their communities. Through this program, 
more than 6,500 young adults have contributed over 900,000 hours 
of service to the state of New Jersey. (Applause.) 

They've done everything from paint senior citizens' 
homes, to tutor and mentor children in after-school programs. 
For the future of our state and nation, we need more young people 
like those in the New Jersey Youth corps who exemplify the spirit 
of service. 

That spirit also moves people all across the nation. 
In my state, there's a young woman named Antoinette Jackson, 
who's a senior in a small com�un1ty called cauld, Arkansas. 
She's a member of the Delta Serv1ce corps. The rural Mississippi 
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oe:ta is still the poorest place in America. And in that area, 
she works with a "Lend a Hand" program which runs a thr1f: shoe 
to provide hungry and homeless people with food and clot�ing. · 
And in return, the Delta Four is going to help her attend college 
so that she can make an even greater contribution. (Applause.) 

The spirit o! service also moves a young man I met 
about a year ago named Stephen Spalos, who works with a City Year 
program in Boston. At age 23, he's had some hard times in his 
life. But as he puts it, City Year gave him a place and the 
tools to be able to start over. He wo�ks as a te�m l&atier, a 
centor, a tutor, a pr�Juct manager !or a bunch ot young people 
who re�tore s�nior citizen�• homes. 

Last year when I visited his project, he literally 
took his sweatshirt ott his back and gave it to me so that I 
would never forget the kids at City Year. And I still wear it 
when I go jogging, always remelll.bering what they're doing in 
Boston to help those kids, (Applause.) 

The spirit ot service moves orah Fireman, a graduate 
ot Wesleyan College. As a sophomore in high school, she worked 
with disadvantaged children in upstate New York. That experience 
changed her lite. And during her high school and college years, 
she continued to work with children. And now that sb.e is out ot 
college, she has begun what will probably be a lifetime ot 
service by working at a school tor emotionally disturbed children 
in Boston. Sha wants other people to have the opportunity to 
serve, and she wrote this: Service work teaches responsibility 
and compassion. It tights alienation by proving to young people 
that they can make a difference. There is no lesson more 
important than that. 

Wall, there are stories like this in this room and 
all across America. And we're going to create thousands ot more 
of them through national service. We'll work with groups with 
proven track records to serve their community, giving them t:he 
support they need. And it you have more good ideas, it you're 
entrepreneurs ot national service, we'll let you compete tor our 
form ot venture capital -- develop new programs to serve your 
neighbors. That's how we want the national service program to 
grow every year -- rewarding results, building on success, and 
bubbling up from the grassroots energy and compassion and 
intellect of America.

I don't want service to wait while this potential is 
wasted. That's why I want to make this summer a summer of 
service, when young people can not only serve their communities, 
but build a foundation tor a new national effort. I've asked
congress to invest in and I'm asking young people to participate 
in a special effort in national service and leadership training 
just this swmer. We are going to recruit about l,000 young 
people �rom every background -- from high school dropouts to 
college graduates, to send to an intensive leadership training 
program for national service at the beginning ot the summer.

Then we'll ask them to work on one of our coun�!jl'S 
most urgent problems, helping our children who are in danger of 
losing their God-given potential. Some ot them will tutor. Some 
will work on programs to illlDlunize young children from preventible 
childhood diseases. Soma will help to develop and run 
recreational centers or reclaim urban parks from dealers and 
debris. Some will counsel people a few years younger than 
themselves to keep them out of gangs and into good activities. 
And everyone will learn about serving our country and helping our 
collll!lunities. 

MORE 



- 8 -

At the end o! this summer, we'll bring all these 
people together tor several days ot debriefing and training, and 
then they'll all join in a youth service summit. I will attend 
the meeting and I expect to listen a lot more than I talk. I'll 
ask leaders from Congress, from business, labor, religious, and 
com.munity groups to attend the youth service summit, too. We'll 
give those who serve the honor they deserve, and we'll learn a 
lot more about how to build this national service program. And 
trom the thousand pioneers of this summer, I want the national 
service to grow 100-fold in the next four years. (Applause.) 

, But even �hen hundreds of thous&nds are serving, I 
�ant to maintain the pioneer spirit ot this first few months, 
because national service can make America new again. It can help 
solve our proble�s, educate our people, and build our communities 
back together. So it anybody here would like to be one of those 
1,000 -- or if anybody who is listening to this speech by radio 
or television or reads about it and would like to be one ot those 
1,000, drop me a card at the White House and just mark it 
national service. We're going to pick them. And I can't promise 
you'll be selected, but I promise you'll be considered. I want 
to engage the energies of America in this effort. (Applause.) 

I also want to say that you shouldn't wait tor the 
summer or tor a new program. We need to begin now. We are going 
to be looking tor the kinds of ideas that we ought to be funding. 
This is Monday. I ask you by Friday -- every one ot you -- to 
think about what you think you can do and what we should do to be 
agents of renewal; to talk with your parents, your clergy, your 
friends, your teachers, to join the effort to renew our co-unity 
and to rebuild our country; and to write to me about what you are 
doing. It's time for =illions of us to change our country block 
by block, neighborhood by neighborhood -- time to return to our 
roots an excitement, an idealism, and an energy. (Applause.) 

I have to tall you that there are some among us who 
do not believe that young Americans will answer a call to action, 
who believe that our people now measure their success merely in 
the accumulation ot �aterial things. They believe this call to 
service will go unanswered. But I believe they are dead wrong. 
(Applause.) 

And so, especially to the young Americans here, I 
ask you to prove that those who doubt you are wrong about your 
generation. And today I ask all of you who are young in spirit 
-- whether you are a 10-year-old in a service program in our 
schools who reads to still younger children, or a 72-year-old who 
ha• become a foster grandparent -- I ask you all to believe that 
you can contribute to your community and your country. And in so 
doinq, you will find the bast in yourself. 

You will learn the lessons about your lite that you 
aigbt n�t ever learn any other way. You will learn again that 
each of us bas the spark of potential to accomplish something 
truly and enduringly unique. You will experience the 
satisfaction of making a connection in a way with another person 
that you could do in no other way. You will learn that the joy 
of mastering a new skill or discovering a new insight is exceeded 
only by the joy of helping someone else do the same thing. You 
will know the satisfaction of being valued not for what you own 
or what you earn or what position you hold, but just because of 
what you have given to someone else. (Applause.) You will 
understand in personal ways the wisdom of the words spoken years 
ago by Martin Luther Kinq who said "Everybody can be great 
because everybody can serve." (>.pplause.) 
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! ask you all, �y �ello� Americans, to SU?FOr� our
proposal for national se�11ce and to live a pro?osal for national 
service; to learn the meaning of America at its best, and to 
recreate for others America at its best. We are not just anot�er 
country. We have always been a special kind of corn.�unity, linked 
by a web of rights and responsibilities, and bound together, not 
by bloodlines, but by beliefs. At an age in time when people all 
ecross the world are being literally torn apart by racial 
hatreds, by ethnic hatreds, by religious divisions, we are a 
nation, with all of our problems, where people can come together 
across racial and religious lines and hold hands and work 
toqether, net just to er.d�rc our di!fcrcr.ces, but to ccle=rate 
them. I ask you to make Al:!crica calebrate t�at again. 
(Applause.) 

I ask you, in closing, to co::unit yourselves to this 
season of service because America needs it. We ne�d every one of 
you to live up to the fullest of your potential, and we need you 
to reach those who are not here and who will never hear this 
talk, and who will never have the future they could othervise 
have if not tor something that you could do. The great challenge 
of your generation is to prove that every person here in this 
great land can live up to the fullest of their God-given 
capacity. It we do it, the 21st century will be the American 
century. The American Dream will be kept alive it you will today 
answer the call to service. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. (Applause.) 
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Clinton’s
Call to
Service

dent when he comes in with

Clinton: “Answer the all to service.* In

No speech in the Clinton campaign 
was more inspirational than the candi­
date’s remarks at the University of No­
tre Dame last September. As president, 
Clinton didn't match it until his March 1 
speech at Rutgers University. At both 
ampuses, he issued calls for national 
service for college studenu.

At Notre Dame: “If we are truly to 
practice what we preach, Americans of 
every faith and viewpoint should come 
together to promote the common good.’ 
It was similar at Rutgers: “National ser­
vice is nothing less than the American 
way to change Ameria.’

Clinton's effort to rally the young to 
altruism has created a debate that pits 
idealism against realism, as if the two are 
forever locked in conflict Where’s the mon­

ey, ask realists, for the tuition-for-service 
program that Clinton is proposing: $389 
million in scholarships for 25,000 students 
the first year and $3.4 billion for 100,000 
by 1997. Realists say that Clinton’s sweet 
talk ignores sour facts: There's no money 
for a new social program.

From that negative, despairing argu­
ment Clinton is supposed to get the 
message: Don't even try. That means 
don't lead, just preside. The past 12 yean 
witnessed two presiders in the White 
House. Most firat-year college students 
today were in kindergarten when Ronald 
Reagan was elected and in fourth grade 
when reelected. They came into adoles­
cence under a politician who tried nothing 
by way of linking government with nation­
al service. Instead of selflesanesa to oth­
ers, he extolled self-enrichment.

Evidence suggests that the young 
weren’t seduced either by Reagan’s mes­
sage of contempt for government or his 
disdain for altruism. The 1980s saw a 
surge in campus community-service pro­
grams, such as the ones Clinton praised 
at Notre Dame and Rutgers. Amnesty 
International chapters increased on cam­
puses, as did those of Oxfam USA. Appb- 
ations to Peace Corps remained high, as 
they did for such private domestic pro- 
srams as the Jesuit Volunteer Cores and

professors and counselors at their schools 
had been exposing them to all along: If you 
can't teach the illiterate, comfort the sick 

and handicapped, or mend whatever and 
whoever is broken during your college 
years, you’re receiving a limited education.

Clinton deserves to be honored for 
taking a nsk that he’ll be able to raise the 
money for his program of national ser­
vice. Critics in Congress with no greater 
agenda than carping about ideas they
were too dull-witted or timid to propose 
themselves now lie in wait for the presi­
dent when he comes in with specifies 
They will say Clinton’s ideas are danger, 
ous because they are romantic and utopi­
an, a charge that ignores the thought of 
James Madison in 1788: “No theoretical 
checks—no form of government, ran 
render us secure. To suppose that any 
form of government will secure liberty or 
happmess without any virtue in the peo­
ple is a chimerical idea.’

Some critics charge that Clinton is into 
bribery: tuition money for service. While 
the details are being worked out on how 
much money for what service, who com­
plains that the U.S. Army entices re­
cruits with as much as $20,000 toward a 
college eduation. Why isn't it bribery 
when ROTC programs pay students to 
shine their boots occasionally and take 
gut courses in military lore. Nor is much 
alarm expressed over the most lavish 
enticement of all: a free ride at the 
military aademies in exchange for a few 
years in uniform after graduation.

Clinton's Rutgers speech marked the 
32nd anniversary of the Peace Corps. Ken­
nedy's spirited message was repeated by 
Clinton: “Answer the call to service.* In 
‘The Boid Experiment,* a history of the 
Peace Corps by Gerard Rice, one of those 
who responded to Kennedy's call explained 
why: Td never done anything political, 
patriotic or unselfish beause nobody ever 
asked me to. Kennedy askeri •

So has Clinton.

resents intellectual newness to many in 
high school and college. John F. Kennedy's 
appeals to national service are seen as 
historical relics, known from books but not 
live on MTV as are Clinton's. It wasn’t a 
politician's celebrityhood that created sup­
port for the president at Notre Dame and 
Rutgers. Students saw in him someone 
with a positive message—put community 
interest above self-interest—that many



National Service — Now
< *

By Bill Clinton

A

Pmifitnt Clinton will deliver a 
speech on national service tomorrow 
at Rutgers University.

lenge is great We must combine the 
intensity of the post-Worid War II 
years with the Idealism of the earty 
1960's - and help young people afford 
s college education or job training.

In 1993. we'll restore the spint of 
service by asking our people to serve 
here at home. We won't refight the 
wars we won, but we'll tackle the 
growing domestic dangers that 
threaten our future.

Our new initiative will embody the 
same principles as the old G.l. Bill It 
will challenge our people to serve our 
country and do the work that should 
— and must — be done. It will give 
those who serve the honor and re­
wards they deserve. It will invest in 
the future of the quiet heroes who 
invest in the future of others.

The national service legislation 
that I Wil! send to Congress shortly 
will give our people the chance to 
serve m two basic ways:

First, it will make it easier for 
young people to hold low-paying pub­
lic service |obs and still pay off their 
student loo .s

Unde, our program. Americans

back to their nation.
National service will exercise our 

talents and rebuild our communities. 
It will harness the energy of our 
youth and attack the problems of our 
time. It will bring together men and 
women of every age and race and lift 
up our nation's spint And for all of 
us. it win rekindle the excitement of 
being Americans. O

funding reaching $3 billion in 1997. 
And as I've said many times. I be­
lieve it will be the best money we ever

would be self-defeating, it would 
squash the spint of innovation that 
national service demands.

By design, our national service pro- 
gram will not happen overnight In­
stead. It will grow year by year, with 

Washington 
A pathy is dead.
/W Of everything I've
/ W learned in my first

few weeks in the
> W Whitt House, that's 

the thing that's made 
me the happiest Whether or not the 
people I've met outside the capital 
support the changes I have proposed, 
they're all saying they're ready to 
rebuild our country

But they know, as I do. that no 
economic plan can do It alone. A plan 
can make vaccines available to chil­
dren. but alone it will not administer 
the shots to all of them. It can put 
security guards in the schools, but 
alone it will not take gangs off the 
streets. And it can provide more aid 
for college, but alone it will not make 
the costs of college less daunting for 
the middle class.

That's why I believe we need na­
tional service — now

If Congress acts quickly enough, just 
months from now more than 1.000 
young people will sun serving our 
country in a special summer effort. In 
four years, the successors to these 
pioneers will multiply a hundredfold. 
Imagine: an army of 100.000 young 
people restoring urban and rural com­
munities and giving their labor tn re­
turn for education and training

National service is an idea as old as 
America Time and again, our people 
have found new ways io honor citizen­
ship and match the needs of changing 

times.
Lincoln's Homestead Act rewarded 

those who had the courage to settle the 
frontier with the land to raise a family. 
Franklin D Roosevelt's Social Securi­
ty Act insured that Americans who 
work a lifetime can grow old with 
dignity Harry S. Truman's G.l. Bill 
rewarded the service of my fathers 
generation, transforming youthful vet 
erans into an array of educated civil­
ians that led our nation into a new era. 

For my generation, the reality of 
national service was bora 33 years 
ago tomorrow, when President John 
F. Kennedy created the Peace Corps. 
At its peak, the Peace Corps enrolled 
only 16,000 volunteers yet It changed 
the way a generation of Americans 
look at themselves and the world.

Today, the spirit of our people once 
again can meet head-on the troubles 
of our times.

The task is as complex as our chal-
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spend.
If Congress gives us the chance, 

this summer we'll create an eight- 
week leadership training program. 
We'll recruit more than 1.000 young 
people for special projects to meet 
the needs of children at risk - and to 
train the first class of full-year par­
ticipants.

In the first full year of our initiative, 
we ll launch our flexible loan program 
and aim to put tens of thousands of 
people to work. By 1997. more than 
100,000 citizens could be serving our 

country, getting education and train­
ing benefits in return. And hundreds 
of thousands more people could be 
doing invaluable work because col­
lege loans no longer block the way.

But the best planning and the most 
will be able to borrow the money they ambitious design won't make this vi- 
need for college and pay it back as a s>on of national service a reality. That 
small percentage of their income responsibility ultimately rests with 
over time By giving graduates the the American people, 
chance to repay loans on an afford- I am convinced that after 12 years 
able, reasonable schedule, this "m- of drifting apart instead of working 
come-conungent''program will allow together we are ready to meet the 
our people to do the work that our challenge. From a 14-year-oK boy in 
communities really need. North Dakota who sent us Sl.OOO to

Second, our legislation will create help pay off the deficit, to a 92-year- 
new opportunities for Americans to old widower in Kansas who followed 
serve our country for a year or two — his example, people are demonstrat- 
and receive financial suppon for edu- !"« th,‘ win< t0 «lve something 

cation or training in return.
We'll offer people of different ages

and educational levels different ways
to serve. And to focus our energies and
get the most for our money. we'U direct
special attention to a few areas:

• We'U ask thousands of young peo­
ple to serve in our schools — some as
teachers, others as youth mentors.
reading specialists and math tutors.
They’ll join the effort to Insure that
our schools offer the best education in
the world.

e We’U send people into medical
clinics to help Immunize the nation's
I-year-oldx. Some partxapanls will be
qualified to give the shots, but thou­
sands of others can provide essential
support, contacting parents and 
following up to make sure children
get the shots they need.
• We'll help police forces across the

country through a new Police Corps
trained to walk beats. We'U also or­
ganize others in our communities to
keep kids out of gangs and off drugs.

• We’U put still others to work con­
trolling pollution and recycling waste, 
to help insure that we pass on to our 
children a nation that is clean and
safe for years to come.

Oir national service program win
offer more than beneflu to individ­
uals. We'U help pay operating costs
for community groups with proved
track records, providing the suppon
they’ll need to grow. And we’U let
entrepreneurs compete for venture
capital to develop new service pro­
grams

While the Federal Government will
provide the seed money for national
service, we are determined that the
participants — the individuals who
serve and the groups that sponsor
their service — will guide the process.
Spending tens of millions of tax doi-
Ian build a massive bureaucracy
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THE PRESIDENT: (Applause.)

(Applause.)

MORE

Rutgers University
New Brunswick, New Jersey

Office of the Press Secretary 
(New Brunswick, New Jersey)

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
IN NATIONAL SERVICE ADDRESS

I'd like to thank President-Trank Lawrence for his -
Does anybody call him
I want to compliment

Thank you very much. ('
Thank you, Nakia Tomlinson for that fine

I wish I could take you with me everywhere. 
. Let's give her another hand. 

(Applause.)

We'd
I thought

Thank you.
introduction.
make a great duo there, 
she was great.

Many members of the Congress for years have believed 
we ought to do more in national service and some of them are here 
today. I'd like to begin by introducing your Senator Bill 
Bradley, who's behind me. (Applause.) I must say, when I walked 
into this arena, I turned around and asked Bill Bradley if he'd 
ever shot any baskets in here. I'd be intimidated to be the 
opposing team in here. (Applause.) Senator Bradley sponsored 
legislation to establish neighborhood corps and- self-reliance

But you have some members of the Congress from all 
over America here and I want to introduce them, too, because they 
have taken a lot of trouble to come to Rutgers and because 
without them and without the people who represent you, the 
proposal I make today has no hope of passage.

In addition to the people who have been introduced 
here, there are a host of mayors and members of the Assembly and 
county officials here from your state. We have two former 
governors, both of whom I served with — Brendan Byrne and Tom 
Kean who are out there. I'm glad to see them. (Applause.) My 
friends. We have a distinguished array of members of the House 
from New Jersey — Hero Klein, Bob Manendez, Frank Pallone, 
Donald Payne — (applause) .

Francis Lawrence •— for his fine speech. 
Frank? I should have asked. (Laughter.) 
Professor Benjamin Barber for his leadership and service"here. 
(Applause.) And I want to thank all of you here in the Rutgers

• community for coming out for what I hope will be a truly historic 
moment in our nation's history. (Applause.)
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with us.
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And
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beginning.
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I came here to ask all of you to join me in a great 
national adventure, for in the next few weeks I will ask the

And I thank 
(Applause.)

Let me make this last point, if I might, by way of 
None of these things happen at the national level. 

We empower them to happen and then people have to do things here 
at the grassroots. And I want to say a special word of thanks to 
your Governor for supporting the New Jersey Youth Corps and 
several other projects like it around the state, because if 
nobody's here to believe in this, it can't happen. 
Governor Florio for his support for these things.

a scholarships, things that are forbearers of the proposal I came 
to make.

I'd like to recognize in the audience the presence 
of Senator Chris Dodd from Connecticut, who was one of the first 
Peace Corps volunteers in the United States. (Applause.)

The member of Congress who introduced many, many 
years ago, the first piece of national service legislation ever 
introduced, the Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, 
Senator Clairborne Pell from Rhode Island is here. (Applause.)

° I'd like to recognize the presence on the platform
of Senator Ted Kennedy from Massachusetts — (applause) — who 
chairs the Senate Committee on Human Resources and Education, 
which sheparded the pilot national and community service bill 
through the Congress in the last session, along with his 
counterpart who is out here in the audience somewhere. I'd like 
to ask him to stand up. The Chairman of the House Committee, 
Congressman Bill Ford, who came all the way from Michigan to be 
"itl. Congressman, would you stand up. (Applause.)

I'd also like to introduce the only person in this 
audience, at least of our crowd, who doesn't have to look up to . • 
Senator Bradley, Senator Jay Rockefeller from West Virginia, an 
early VISTA volunteer in the United States. (Applause.)

And finally I would like to recognize two other 
people, one, a member of the United States Senate and one a 
distinguished American citizen, the first boss of the Peace 
Corps, Sargent Shriver, who's up here with me. (Applause.) 
his deputy, Senator Harris Wofford, from Penhsylvania.
(Applause.) And Mrs. Wofford, I'm glad to see you. (Applause.)

Now, I was involved before i became President in a 
group called the Democratic Leadership Council, and we made one 
of the central parts of our platform to reclaim a new majority of 
Americans for our party the establishment of a system of national 
service to help people to finance education. And one of our 
founding members and guiding lights is here, Representative Dave 
McCurdy from Oklahoma. I'd like for him to stand up. 
(Applause.)
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United States Congress to join me in creating a··new system of 
voluntary J1llional service -- something that I believe in the 
next few years will change_ America forever and for the bett�r. 

. . 
' 

My parents'·generation won new dignity w�rking their 
way out of the great Depressiop through programs that provided 
them the opportunity to serve and to survive. Brave men and 
women i� my own generation waged and won peaceful revolutions 
here at home for civil rights and human rights, and began service 
around the world in the Peace Corps and here at home in Vista. 
Now, Americans of every generation f&ce profound challenges in 
meeting the needs that have been neglected for too long in this 
country -- from city streets plagued by crime and drugs to 
classrooms where girls and boys must learn the skills they need 
for tomorrow, to hospital wards where patients need more care. 
All across America we have problems that demand our common 
attention. 

For those who answer the call and meet these 
challenges, I propose that our country honor your service with 
new opportunities for education. National service will be 
America at its best -- building community, offering opportunity, 

·and rewarding responsibility. 0 National se�vice is a challenge 
• for Am�ricans from every background and walk of life, -and it 

values something·far more than money. National.service is 
nothing less than the American way to change America. 
(Applause.) · · · · · 

It is rooted in the concept of community: the 
simple idea that none of us on our own will ever have as much to 
cherish about our own lives if we are out here all alone as we 
'will if we work together. That somehow a society really is an 
organism in which the whole can be greater than the sum of its 
p3rts. And every one of us, no matter how many privileges with 
wnicn we are born, can still be enriched by the contributions of 
the least of us. And that we will never fulfill our individual 
capacities until, as Americans, we can a1J·be what God mean� for 
us to be. (Applause.) 

0 

If that is so -- if that is true, my fellow 
Americans, and if you believe it, it must therefore follow that 
each of us has an obligation to serve. For it is perfectly clear­
that all of us cannot be what we ought to be until those of us 
who can help others -- and that is nearly all of us -- are doing 
something to help others live up to their potential. The concept 
of commµnity and the idea of service are as old as our history. 
They began the moment America was literally invented. 

Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of 
Independence, "With a firm reliance on the protection of Divine 
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our 
fortune, and our sacred honor." In the midst of the Civil War, 
President Lincoln signed into law two visionary programs that 
helped our people come together again and build America up. The 

MORE 



Morrill Act helped states create new land grant colleges. This 
is a land grant university. The universi�y in my home state was 
the first land grant college west of the Mississippi River. 

Irl these places, young people learn to make American 
agriculture and industry the best in the world. The legacy of 
the Morrill Act is not only our·great colleges and universities 
like Rutgers, �ut the American tradition that merit and not money 
should give people a'chance for a higher education. (Applause.) 

Mr. Lincoln ·als� signed the Homestead Act that 
offered 100 acres of land for families who had the courage to 
settle the frontier and farm the wilderness. Its leg�cy is a 
nation that stretches from coast to coast. Now we must create a 
new legacy that gives a new generation of Americans the right and 
the power to explore the frontiers of science and technology and 
space. The frontiers of the limitations of our knowledge must be 
pushed back so that we can do what we need to do. And education 
is the way to do it, just as surely as it was more than 100 years 
ago. 

Seven decades atter the Civil War in the midst of 
the Great Depression, 'president Roosevelt created the Civilian 
Conservation corps, which gave 2.5 million _young people the 
opportunity to support themselves while working in disaster 
relief and maintaining forests, beaches, rivers, and parks. Its 
legacy is not only the restoration of our natural environment, 
but the restoration .of_ our national spirit. Along with the Works 
Products Administr�tion -- the WPA -- the Civilian Conservation 
Corps symbolized government's effort to provide a nation in 
depression with the opportunity to work, to build the American 
community through service. knd all over America today, you can 
see projects -- even today in the 1990s -- built by your parents 
or your grandparents with the WPA plaque on it -- the CCC plaque 
on it -- the idea that people should be asked to serve and 
rewarded for doing it. 

In the midst of World War II, President Roosevelt 
proposed the GI Bill of Rights, which offered returning veterans 
the opportunity for education in respect to their service to our 
country in the war. Thanks to the GI Bill, which became a living 
reality in President Truman's time, more than eight million 
veterans got advanced education. And half a century later, the 
enduring legacy of the GI Bill is the strongest economy in the 
world and the broadest, 8iggest middle class that any nation ha� 
ever enjoyed. 

For many in my own generation, the summons to 
citizenship and service came on this day 32 years ago, when 
President Kennedy created the Peace Corps with Sargent Shriver 
and Harris Wofford and other dedicated Americans when President 
Kennedy created the Peace Corps. With Sargent Shriver and Harris 
Wofford and other dedicated Americans, he enabled thousands of 
young men and women to serve on the leading edge of the new 

MORE 
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frontier, helping people a11·over the world to become what they 
ought to be, and bringing them the message by th€ir very lives 
that America was a great country that stood for good values' and 
human·progress. 

. 

At .its.height, the Peace Corps enrolled 16,000 young 
men and women. Its legacy is not simply goodwill and good works. 
in countries all across the globe, but a profound and lasting 
change in the way Americans think about their own country and the 
world. 

Shortiy after the Pe�ce Corps, Congress, under 
President Johnson, created the volunteers and service to America. 
Senator Jay Rockefeller, whom I introduced a moment ago, and many 
thousands of other Americans went to the hills and hollows of 
poor places, like West Virginia and Arkansas and Mississippi, to 
lift up Americans through their service. 

The lesson of our whole history is that honoring 
service and rewarding responsibility is the best investment 
America can make. And I have seen it today. Across this great 
land, through 0the Los Angeles Conservation Corps, which took the· 
children who lfved in �he neighborhoods where the riots occurred 
and gave them a·chance to get out into nature and to clean up 
their own neighborhoods and to lift them�elves and their friends 
in the effort; in Boston with the City Year program -- with .all 
t�ese programs represented here in this room today, the spirit of 
service is sweeping this country and giving us a chance to put_ 
the quilt of America together in a way that makes a strength out 
of diversity; that lifts us up out of our problems; and that 
keeps our people looking toward a better and brighter future. 
(Applause.) 

National service recognizes a simple but powerful 
truth -- t,hat we make progress not by· governmental action alone, 
but we -do best when the people and their government work at the 
grassroots in.genuine partnership. The idea of national service 
permeates many other aspects · of the programs I have sought to 
bring to America. The economic plan. that I announced to 
congress, for example, will offer every child.the chance for a 
healthy start through immunization and basic health care and Head 
Start. (Applause.) But still it depends on parents doing the 
best they can as parents and children making the most of their 
opportunities. 

The plan can help to rebuild our cities and our· 
small communities through physical investments that will put 
people to work. But Americans still must work to restore the 
social fabric that has been torn in too many communities·. _Unless 
people know we can work together in our schools and our offices, 
in our factories, unless they believe we can walk the streets 
safely together, and unless we do that together, governmental 
action alone is doomed to fail. (Applause.) 

MORE 
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-The national· service plan I propose will be built on 
the same principles as the.Qld GI Bill -- when people give 
something of •invaluabl_e merit to t}\eir country, they•ought to be 
rewarded with the opportunity to further their education. 
National service will challenge our people to do the work that 
should and indeed must be done and cannot be done unless the 
American people voluntarily give themselves up to that work. It 
will invest in the future of every person who se�ves. 

And as we rekindle the spirit of national service, I 
know it won't disappoint many of the students here to know that 
we also have to reform the whole system of student loans. 
(Applause.) We should begin by making it easier for young people 
to pay back their student loans and enabling them to hold jobs 
(applause) -- enabling them to hold jobs that may accomplish 
much, butcpay little. 

Today, when students borrow money for an education, 
the repayment�lan they make is based largely on how much they 
have to repay, without regard to what the jobs they take 
themselves pay. It is a powerful incentive, therefore, for young 
college graduates to do just the reverse of what we might want 
them t� do; to take a job that pays more even it is less 
rewarding because that is the job that will make·the repayment of• 
the l�ans possible� It is also, unfortunately, a powerful 
incentive for some not to make the payments at all, which is 
unforgivable. 

So what we seek to do is to enable the American 
students to borrow the money they need for college and pay it 
back as a small percentage of their own income over time. This 
is especial"ly important after a decade in which the cost of a 
college education has gone up even more rapidly than the cost of 

o health .care. (Applause.) Making a major contribution to one of
the more disturbing statistics in America today, which is that
the college dropout rate in this country is now 2.5 times the
high school dropout rate. We can do better than that through
national service and adequate financing. (Applause.)

The present system is unacceptable,·not only for 
students, but for the .taxpayers as well. It's complicated and 
it's expensive. It costs the taxpayers of ou� country about $4 
billion every year to finance the student loan program because of 
loan defaults and the cost of administering the program. And I 
believe we can do better. 0 

Q 

Beyond reforming this system for financing higher 
education, the national service program more _impo_rtantly will 
create new opportunities for Americans to work off outstanding 
loans or to build up credits for future education and training 

·opportunities. · 

We'll ask young people all across this country and 
some who aren't so young who want to further their college 

MORE 
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education.to serve in our schools as teachers or ·tutors in 
reading and mathematics. We'll.ask you to help our police forces 
across the nation, training members for a new police corps that 
will walk beats and work w�th neighborhoods and build the kind of 
communities ties that will prevent ·crime from'happening in the 
first place so that our police officers won't have to spend all 
their time chasing criminals. (Applause.) 

0 

We'll ask young people to work, to help control 
pollution and recycle waste, to paint darkened buildings and 
clean up neighbo�1oods. (Applause.) To work with senior 
citizens and combat homelessness and help children in trouble get 
out of· it and.build a better life. (Applause.) 

And these are just a �e� of the th,ings that you will 
be able to, for most of the decisions about what you can do will 
be made by people like those in this room, people who run the 
programs represented by a�l of those wearing these different 
kinds of tee-shirts. We don't seek a national bureaucracy. I 
have spoken often about how we need to reinvent the government to 
make it more efficient and less bureaucratic, to· make it more 
respon�ive to_people·at the grassroots level. 

And I ·want national service to do just that. I want -
it to �mpower young people and their communities, not to empower 
yet another government bureaucracy in Washington. This is_going 
to be your program at your level with your people.• (Appla�se�) 

And .as you well know, that's what's happening all 
across America today. People are· already serving their · neigtibors 
in their neighborhoods. .Just this morning, I was ins.pired to see 
and to speak with students from R�tgers serving their community, 
from mentoring young people as Big Si��ers, to helping older 
people learn new skills. 

I met a lady today who has 13 grandchildren and five 
grea.:-grandchildren who dropped out of school the year before I 
was born -- is about to ·become a high school graduate shortly, 
because of the efforts of ·this program. (Applause.) Is she back 
there? Stand up. (Applause.) 

I'm impressed by the spirit behind the Rutgers civic 
education and community service program: the understanding that 
community"service enriches education, that students should not 
only take the lessons they learn in class out into the community, 
but bring the lessons they learn in the community back into the 
classroom. (Applause.) 

And that spirit, during this academic year alone, 
more than 800 students from Rutgers are contributing more than 
60,000 hours of community service -- in New Brunswick, in Camden, 
in Newark, thr�ughout this state. (Applause.) 

MORE 
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This morning I also met with members of the New 
Jersey Youth Corps. Here they are. (Applause.). Stand up. 
(Applause.) Young people who are looking for a second chance at 
school, and who when coming back to finish their high school 
degrees, also serve in their communities. Through this program, 
more than 6,500 young adults have contributed over 900,000 hours 
of service to the state of New Jersey. (Applause.) 

They've done everything from paint senior citizens' 
homes, to tutor and mento� children in after-school programs. 
For the future of our state and nation, we need more young people 
like those in the New Jersey iouth Corps who exemplify the spirit 
of service. 

That spirit also moves people all across the nation. 
In my state, there's a young woman named Antoinette Jackson, 
who's a senior in a small community called Gauld, Arkansas. 
She's a member of the Delta Service Corps. The rural Mississippi 
Delta is still the poorest place in America. And in that area, 
she works with a "Lend a Hand" program which runs a thrift shop 
to provide hungry and homeless people with food and clothing . .  
And in return, the Delta �our is going_t6 help her attend callege 
so that she can make an even greater contribution. (Applause.) 

The spirit of service also moves� you�g man I met 
about a year ago named Stephen Spalos, who works with a City Year 
program in Boston. At age 23, he's had some hard times in his 
life. But as he puts it, City Year gave him a place and the 
tooJs to be able to �tart over. He works as a team leader, a 
mentor,. a tutor, a•project manager for•a bunch of young people
who resto�e senior citizens' homes. 

. .

-Last year when·L visite� his proj�ct, he literally
took his swaatshirt off his.back and gave it to·me so that I 
would neYer forget the .kids at City Year. -And I- still wear it
when I go jogging,-always. remembering what they're acing in 
Boston to help those kids. (Applause.) 

The spirit of service moves Orah Fireman, a graduate 
of Wesleyan College. As a sophomore in high school, she worked 
with disadvantaged children in upstate New York. That experience 
changed her life. And during her high school and college years, 
she continued to work with children. And now that she is out of 
college, she has begun what will probably be a lifetime of 
service by working at a school for emotionally disturbed children 
in Boston. She wants other people to have the opportunity to 
serve, and she wrote this: Service work teaches responsibility 
and compassion. It fights alienation by proving to young people 
that they can make a difference. There is no lesson more 

0 important than that. 

Well, there are stories like this in this room ·and 
all across America. And we're going to create thousands of mo�e 
of them through national service.· We'll work with groups with 

MORE 
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proven track records to serve.their community, giving them the. 
support they need. And if you have more good ideas, if you're 
entrepreneurs of national service, we'll l�t you compete for our 
form of venture capital -- develop new programs to serv� your 
neighbors. That's how we want the national �ervice program to 
grow every �ear -- rewarding results, building on success, and 
bubbling up .from'the grassroots energy and compassion and 
intellect of America . 

. I don't want service to wait while this potential is 
wasted. That's why I want to make this summer a summer of 
service, when young people can not only serve their communities, 
but build a foundation for a new national effort. I've asked 
Congress to invest in and I'm asking young people to participate 
in a special effort in national service and leadership training 
just this summer. We are going to recruit about 1,000 young 
people from every background -- from high school dropouts to 
college graduates, to send to an intensive leadership training 
program for national service at the beginning of the summer. 

0 
Then we'll ask them to work on one of our country's 

.most urgent problems, helping our ·children who are in danger of 
losing their God-given potential. Some of them will tutor. Some 
will work on programs to immunize·young children from preventible 
childhooa d'iseases. Some w-ill help to develop and run 
recreational centers or reclaim urban parks f�om dealers and 
debris. Some wil'i counsel people a few years younger than 
themselves to keep them out of gangs and into good activit�es. 
And everyone will lear,n about serving our country and helping our 
communities. 

At the end of this summer, we'll bring all these 
people together for several days of debriefing and training, and 
than they'll all join in a youth service summit. I will attend 
the meeting and I expect to listen a lot more than I talk. I'll 
ask le�ders-nom Congress, from business, labor, religious,.and 
community groups to attend the youth service summit, too. We'll 
give those who serve the honor they deserve, and we'll learn a 
·lot more about how to build this national service program. And
from the thousand pioneers of this summer, I want the national
service to grow 100-fold in the ne�t four years. (Applause.)

But even when hundreds of thousands are serving, I 
want to maintain the pioneer spirit of this first few months, 
because .national service can make America new again. It can help 
solve our problems, etlucate our people, and build our communities 
back together. So if anybody here would like to be one of those 
1,000 -- or if anybody who is listening to this speech by radio 
or television or reads about it and would like to be one of those 
1,000, drop me a card at the White House and just mark it 
national ser'vice. We're going to pick them. And I can't promise 
you'll be selected, but I promise you'll be considered. I want 
to engage the energies of America in this effort. (Applause.) 

MORE 
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I also want to say that you shouldn�t wait for the 
summer or for a_Jtew program. We need to begin now. We are going 
to be looking for the kindi;. of i·deas that we ought to be funding. 
This is Monday. I ask you by Friday -- every, one of you -- to 
think about what you think you can do and what we should do to be 
agents of renewal; to talk with your parents, your clergy, your 
friends, your teachers, to join the effort to renew our community 
and to rebuild our country; and to write to me about what you are 
doing. It's time for millions of us to change our country block 
by block, neighborhood by neighborhood -- time to return to our 
roots an excitement, an idealism, and an energy. (Applause.) 

I have to tell you that there are some among us who 
do not believe that young Americans will answer a call to action, 
who believe that our people now measure their success merely in 
the accumulation of material things. They believe this call to 
service will go unansw_ered. But I believe they are dead wrong. 
(Applause.) 

And so, especially to the young Americans here, I 
ask yOU-to prove that those who doubt you are wrong.about your 
·generation. And today.I ask all of you who are young in spirit
-- whether you are a 10-year-old in a service· program in our
schools who reads to still younger chi+dren, pr a _72-year-old who
has become a foster grandparent -- I ask you·a11 to believe that
you can contribute to your community and your country. And in so

0 doing, you will find the best in yourself.

You will learn the lessons about your life that you 
might not ever learn any other way. You will learn again that 
each of us has the spark of potential to accomplish something 
truly and enduringly unique. You will experience the 
satisfaction of making a connection in a way with another person 
that you could do in no other way. You will learn that the joy 
of mastering a new skill or discovering a new insight is exceeded 
only by the joy. of helping someone else do the same thing. ·You 
will know the satisfaction of being valued not for what you own 
or what you earn or what position you hold, but just because ·of 
what you have given to someone else. (Applause.) You will 
u�derstand in personal ways the wisdom of the words spoken years
ago by Martin Luther King who said "Everybody can be great
because everybody can serve." (Applause.)

I ask you all, my fellow Americans, to support our 
proposal for national service and to live a proposal for national 
service; to learn the meaning of America at its best, and to 
recreate for others America at its best. We are not just another 
country. We have always been a special kind of community, linked 
by a web of rights and responsibilities, and bound together, not 
by bloodlines, .but by beliefs. At an age in time when people all 
across the world are being literally torn apart by racial 
hatreds, by ethnic hatreds, by religious divisions, we are a 
nation, with all of our problems, where people can come together 
ac�oss racial and religious lines and hold hands and work 
together, not just to endure our differences, but to celebrate 
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thein. I ask you to make Ame'rica celebrate that again. 
(Applause.) 

I ask you, in closing, to commit yourselves to this 
season of service because America needs iu. We need every one of 
you to live up to the fullest of your potential, and we need you 
to·reach those who are not here and who will never hear this 
·talk, and who will never have the future they could etherwise

a

have if,not for something that you could do.·· The great challenge
of your generation is to prove that every person here in this
great land can live up to the fullest of their God-given
capacity. If we do it, the 21st century will be the American
century. The American Dream will be kept alive if you will today
answer the call to service.

. .

Thank you, and God bless you all. (Applause.) 

END 1:50 P.M. EST 




