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Page Two
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT’S8 RUTGERS ADDRESS:

® "National service will be America at its best -- building
community, offering opportunity and rewarding
responsibility.

e "We’ll ask young people all across this country and some
who aren’t so young ... to serve in our schools as teachers
or tutors ... to help our police forces across the nation

.. to help control pollution and waste ... to work with
senior citizens and combat homelessness..."

e "I want [national service] to empower young people and
their communities, not to empower yet another government
burecucracy 'n !'ashington. This is going t» be your prcjram
at your level with your people.™

e "I want to make this summer a summer of service.... We are
going to recruit about 1,000 young people from every
background =-- from high school dropouts to college
graduates, to send to an intensive leadership training
program for national service at the beginning of the summer.
Then we’ll ask them to work on one of our country’s most
urgent problems, helping our children who are in danger of
losing their God-given potential.... At the end of this
summer... they’ll all join in a youth service summit. I will

attend the meeting..."

The President specifically challenged young people to serve:

e "If anybody here would like to be one of those 1,000 =-- or
if anybody who is listening to this speech ... or reads
about it and would like to be one of those 1,000, drop me a
card at the White House and just mark it National Service."

e "I ask you by Friday -- every one of you =-- to think about
what you can do and what we should do to be agents of
renewal; to talk with your parents, your clergy, your
friends, your teachers; to join the effort to renew our
community and to rebuild our country; and to write to be
about what you are doing. It’s time for millions of us to
change our country block by block, neighborhood by

neighborhood..."

(more)
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
IN NATIONAL SERVICE ADDRESS

Rutgers University
New Brunswick, MNew Jerzc

1:15 P.M. EST

THE PPESIDENT: Thank you very much. (Applause.)
Thank you. Thank you, Nakia Toml nson for that fine
introduction. I wish I could tal"e you with me everywhere. We'd
make a great duo there. Let's give her another hand. I thought
she was great. (Applause.)

I'd like to thank President Prank Lawrence for his -
Francis lawrence =-- for his fine speech. Does anybody call him
Frank? I should have asked. (Laughter.) I want to compliment
Professor Benjamin Barber for his leadership and service here.
(Applause.) And I want to thank all of you here in the Rutgers
community for coming out for what I hope will be a truly historic
moment in our nation's history. (Applause.)

In addition to the people who have been introduced
here, there are a host of mayors and members of the Assembly and
county officials here from your state. We have two former
governors, both of whom I served with -- Brendan Byrne and Tom
Kean who are out there. I'm glad to see them. (Applause.) My
friends. We have a distinguished array of members of the House
from New Jersey =-- Herb Klein, Bob Manendez, Frank Pallone,
Donald Payne -- (applause).

But you have some members of the Congress from all
over America here and I want to introduce them, too, because they
have taken a lot of trouble to come to Rutgers and because
without them and without the people who represent you, the
proposal I make today has no hope of passage.

Many members of the Congress for years have believed
we ought to do more in national service and some of them are here
today. I'd like to begin by introducing your Senator Bill
Brad{ey, who's behind me. (Applause.) I must say, when I walked
into this arena, I turned around and asked Bill Bradley if he'd
ever shot any baskets in here. 1I'd be intimidated to be the
opposing team in here. (Applause.) Senator Bradley sponsored
legislation to establish neighborhood corps and self-reliance
scholarships, things that are forbearers of the proposal I came
to make.

I'd like to recognize the presence on the platforz
of Senator Ted Kennedy from Massachusetts == (Applagsc) -=- who
chairs the Senate Committee on Human Resources and ;ducatzo?;
which sheparded the pilot national and comaunity serv:ce B
through the Congress in the last session, along “1Th u:s.‘J .
counterpart who is out here in the audience someuners;-.:.- JBze
to ask him to stand up. The Chairman of the House E:T:""fc'-
Congressman Bill Ford, who came all the way from M:ZSnizs3d =3 <o

with us. Congressman, would you stand up. (APpPlausc..

MORE



I'd like to recognize in the audience the presence
of Senator Chris Dodd from Connecticut, who was one of the first
Peace Corps volunteers in the United States. (Applause.)

The member of Congress who introduced many, many
years ago, the first piece of national service legislation ever
introduced, the Chairman of the Foreign Relations Conmmittee,
Senator Clairborne Pell from Rhode Island is here. (Applause.)

I'd also like to introduce the only person in this
audience, at least of our crowd, who doesn't have to lcok up to
Senator Bradley, Senator Jay Rockefeller from West Virginia, an
early VISTA volunteer in the United States. (Applause.)

And finally I would like to reccgnize two other
people, one, a memter of the United States Senate and one a
distinguisl d American citizen, the first boss of the Peace
Corps, Sa ~ent Shriver, -tho's up here with me. (Applause.) Ana
his deputy, Senator Harris Wofford, from Pennsylvania.
(Applause.) And Mrs. Wofford, I'm glad to see you. (Applause.)

Now, I was involved before I became President in a
group called the Democratic Leadership Council, and we made one
of the central parts of our platform to reclaim a new majority of
Americans for our party the establishment of a system of national
service to help people to finance education. And one of our
founding members and guiding lights is here, Representative Dave
McCurdy from Oklahoma. I'd like for him to stand up.

(Applause.)

Let me make this last point, if I might, by way of

beginning. None of these things happen at the national level.

We empower them to happen and then people have to do things here
at the grassroots. And I want to say a special word of thanks to
your Governor for supporting the New Jersey Youth Corps and
saeveral other projects like it around the state, because if
nobody's here to believe in this, it can't happen. And I thank
Governor Florio for his support for these things. (Applause.)

I came here to ask all of you to join me in a great
national adventure, for in the next few weeks I will ask the
United States Congress to join me in creating a new system of
voluntary national service ~- something that I believe in the
next few years will change America forever and for the better.

My parents' generation won new dignity working their
way out of the great Depression through programs that provided
them the opportunity to serve and to survive. Brave men and
women in my own generation waged and won peaceful revolutions
here at home for civil rights and human rights, and began service
around the world in the Peace Corps and here at home in Vista.
Now, Americans of every generation face profound challenges in
meeting the needs that have been neglected for too long in this
country == from city streets plagued by crime and drugs to
classrooms where girls and boys must learn the skills they need
for tomorrow, to hospital wards where patients need more care.
All across America we have problems that demand our common
attention.

For those who answer the call and meet these
challenges, I propose that our country honor your service with
new opportunities for education. National service will be
America at its best -- building community, offering opportunity,
and rewarding responsibility. National service is a challenge
for Americans from every background and walk of life, and it

MORE
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By Bill Clinton

WASHINGTON
pathy Is dead.

Ol everything 1I've
learmed In my (irst
few weeks in the
White House, that's
the thing that's made

me the happiest. Whether or nol the

people I've met outside the capital

support the changes | have propuaed,

(hey're all saying they're ready to
' rebuild our country.

But they know, as | do. (that no
economic plan can do it alone. A plan
can make vaccines available to chil-
dren, but alone it will not administer
the ehots to ali of them. It can put
security guards In the schools, but
ajane it will not take gangs off the
streets. And It can provide more ald
for college, but alone it will not make
the costs of college less daunting for
the middie class.

That'a why | believe we need na-
tonal service — now.

Il Cangrens acts quickly enough, just
manths (rom now more than 1,000
yamg people will start serving our
coumry in a apectal summer efflort. In
four years, tbe successars (o these

wit) muliiply & handrediold.

unlties and giving their labor In re-
tern lor education and training.

Natlonal service is an idea asold as
America. Time and agaln, our people
bave (ound new ways to honor citizen-
ship and match the needs of chsnging
Umes.

Uncoin's Homeslead Act rewarded
those who had the courage (o sellle the
frontier with the land (o raise a famlly.
Franklin D. Roosevelt's Soclal Securl-
ty Act insured that Americans who
work a lifetime can grow old with
digriy. Harry S. Truman’s G.1. Bill
rewarded the service of my (ather's
g=neratian, (ransforming youthful vet-
erans Into an army of educated civil-
iane that led our nation Into a new era.

For my generation, the reality of
national service was borm 32 years
ago lomorrow, when President John
F Kennedy creaird the Peace Corps
Al lts peak, the Peace Corps enrolled
only 16.000 vulunirers yei it changed
Uhe way o generallon of Americans
lonk at themarlves and the world

loday the spirut of our prople e
again tan meei head an the troubles
of s LNy

The tash 13 8s complex as our chal

Prestdent Chnton will deliver o
sneech nn natinaal e e tamne rense

National Service — Now

lenge Is great. We must combinc the
intensity of the post-World War i
years with the ideallsm of the early
1860's — and help young people allord
a college education or job training.

In 1983, we'll restore the spirit of
service by asking our people (o serve
here at home. We won't refight the
wars we won, but we'll tackle the
growing domestic dangers (hat
threaten our future.

Our new initiative will embody the
same principles as the old G.1. BIll. It
will challenge our people to serve our
country and do the work that shoulkd
— and must — be done. Il will give
those who serve the honor and re-
wards they deserve. It will invest In
the future of the quiet heroea who
Invest In the (uture of others.

The national service legisiation
that 1 will send 10 Congress shortly
will glve our people the chance o
serve In two basic ways:

First, it will make It easier for
young people to hold low-paying pub-
lic service jobs and still pay off thelr
student loans

Under our program, Americans
will be able (10 borrow the money they
need (or college and pay It back as a
small percentage ol thelr income
over lime. 8y glving graduates the
chance (0 repay loans on an afford-
able, reasonable schedule, this “in-
come-contingent” program will allow
our people (0 do the work that our
communities really need.

Second, our legisiation will creale
new opportunities for Americans to
serve our country (or a year or two —

and reccive: financlal support for edu-
catlon or training In returmn.

We'll offer people of dillerent ages
and educalionsl levels different ways
1o serve. And (o focus our energles and
get the «nos( for our maney, we'll direct
speclal atteniion 10 a few areas:

o We il ark thousands of young peo-
ple to terve in oer schools — some as
teachers, others as youlh mentors,
reading speclalists and math tutors.
They'h juin the elfort to insure thst
our sciegls offer the best cducation In
the world.

Federal seed
money, but local
management.

o We'll send people Into medical
clinics to help Immunize the nation's
2-year-olds. Some participants will be
qualified to give the shots, but thou-
sands of others can provide essential
suppor{, conlaciing parents and
following up to make sure children
gel the shois they need

® We'll help police [orces across the

\

country through a new Police Corps
trained 10 walk beats. We'll also or-
ganize others In our communitles to
keep kids out of gangs and ofl drugs.

o We'll put still others to work con-
trolling poltution and recycling waste,
10 help insure that we pass on (o our
children a nation that Is clean and
safe (or years (0 come.

Our natlonal service program will
offer more than benelits to individ-
uals. We'll help pay operating costs
for community groups with proved
(rack records, providing the support
they'll need to grow. And we'll let
entrepreneurs compete for venture
capital to develop new service pro-
grams.

While the Federal Government will
provide the seed money for national
service, we are determined that the
participants — the Individuals who
serve and the groups that sponsor
their service — will gulde the process.
Spending tens of millions of tax dol-
lars to bulld a massive bureaucracy

would be sell-defeating; It would
squash (he spirit of innovation that .
natlonal service demands. @,
By design, our national service pro- -
gram will nol happen overnig. In-
stead, K will grow year by year, with
funding reaching $3 billlon In 1097.
And as I've sald many times, { be-
lleve it will be the best money we ever

If Congress gives us the chance,
this summer we'll create an eighi-
week leadership training program.
We'll recrult more than 1,600 young
people (or special projects (0 meet
the needs of children at risk — and to
train the first class of full-year pav-*
ticlpants.

In the (lirst full year of our initiative,
we'll launch our flexible loan program
and aim to put tens of thousands of
people (0 work. By 1997, more than
100,000 cHizens could be serving our
couniry, getting education and train-
Ing benelits In return. And hundreds '
of thousands more people could be:

doing invaluable work because col-
lege loans no longer block the way. |

But the best pianning and the most
ambitious design won't make this vi-
sion of national service a reality That
respoasibility ultimately rests with
the American people.

1 am convinced that after 12 years.
of drifting apart Instead of working
together we are ready to meet the
challene. From a 14-year-old boy In
North Dakota who sent us $1,000 to,
help pay off the deficlt, 10 a 92-year-
old widower in Kansss who followed
his example, people are demonstrat-
Ing that they want (o glve something
back 10 their nation

National service will exercise our
1alents and rcbulld our communitles.
I will harncss the energy of our
youth and attack the problems of our
tume It will bring together men and
women of every age and race and lift
up our natlon's spirlt. And for all of





















United States Congress to join me in creating a new system of
voluntary national service -- something that I believe in the
next few years will change America forever and for the better.

My parents’ generation won new dignity working their
way out of the great Depression through programs that provided
them the opportunity to serve and to survive. Brave men and
women in my own generation waged and won peaceful revolutions
here at home for civil rights and human rights, and began service
around the world in the Peace Corps and here at home in Vista.
Now, Americans of every generation face profound challenges in
meeting the needs that have been neglected for too long in this
country -- from city streets plagued by crime and drugs to
classrooms where girls and boys must learn the skills they need
for tomorrow, to hospital wards where patients need more care.
All across America we have problems that demand our common
attention.

For those who answer the call and meet these
challenges, I propose that our country honor your service with
new opportunities for education. National service will be
America at its best -- building community, offering opportunity,
and rewarding responsibility. National service is a challenge
for Americans from every background and walk of life, and it
values something far more than money. National service is
nothing less than the American way to change America.
(Applause.)

It is rooted in the concept of community: the
simple idea that none of us on our own will ever have as much to
cherish about our own lives if we are out here all alone as we
will if we work together. That somehow a society really is an
organism in which the whole can be greater than the sum of its
garts. And every one of us, no matter how many privileges with
which we are born, can still be enriched by the contributions of
the least of us. And that we will never fulfill our individual
capacities until, as Americans, we can all be what God meant for
us to be. (Applause.)

If that is so =-- if that is true, my fellow

Americans, and if you believe it, it must therefore follow that
each of us has an obligation to serve. For it is perfectly clear
that all of us cannot be what we ought to be until those of us
who can help others =-- and that is nearly all of us -- are doing
something to help others live up to their potential. The concept
of community and the idea of service are as old as our history.
They began the moment America was literally invented.

Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of
Independence, "With a firm reliance on the protection of Divine
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our
fortune, and our sacred honor." In the midst of the Civil War,
President Lincoln signed into law two visionary programs that
helped our people come together again and build America up. The
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