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Jina Sanone

White House Office on National Service
Room 145 OFOB

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Jina:

It was exciting to talk to a University of Utah alum working
within the 0Office cn Naitonal Service. What an exciting
oppocrtunity you have to be in a setting that's going to make such
a difference in the lives of young people and in the future of
our communities.

You suggested I describe:
1. What makes the Bennion Center unigue
2. One outstanding program

Here's my brief version. I'll send additional materials by mail.
WHAT MAKES THE BENNION CENTER UNIQUE:

The Lowell Bennion Community Service Center at the University of
Utah was created by private donors in 1987 to involve students in
active, meaningful service to theilr communities and to equip them
with the skills, the interests, the commitments, and the desire
to become engaged in a lifetime of service.

We celebrated our fifth anniversary thls year. During these five
years we have grown from 545 volunteers in 1987-88 to just over
9,000 volunteers in 1391-S2. We have doubled and tripled the
number of students involved each year.

This growth stems from a fortunate juxtaposition of many factors
including:
*strong support from all parts of the university including
the president, the faculty, students, the community
*staff krowledgeable about the community and its needs
*emphasis on student leadership in all programs
*building cornecticons with the academic side of the U
*willing financial supporters in the community
*a strong community value for service
*a strong action orientation
* the high level of respect for our namesake, Lowell Bennion

ONE PROGRAM THAT IS IMPORTANT:

The Bennion Center model of student community service 1is built onr
ongoing student-run projects to meet human and environmental
needs. This year, the Center operates 54 student-run programs,
each with a student director who commits 10 hours per week to
plan, implement, and run the project. The Center provides

Loweli Bennion Community Service Center

101 Uriversity Union
Salt Leke Clty, Utah 84]12
(80!) 581-4811






Higher Ed Programs:

There are many campus-based service programs in this state — a well developed
network of campus programs. Good state to visit for campus-based community
service programs.

*Pennsylvania Campus Compact
Pennsylvania Association of Colleges and Universities
Harrisburg, PA

Pennsylvania Campus Compact provides several state-wide trainings for
students, faculty, staff and community members who are interested in
community service. Thev also serve to coordinate information sharing among,
the many colleges and universities with senvice programs. The success of higher
education service programs in the state ot 'ennsylvania can be attributed in part
to the efforts of this state Compact. Fortv institutions are members of Campus
Compact.

e St. Joseph's University

Philadelphia, PA

St. Joseph's is integrating service work into required freshman philosophy
courses. They are developing service-leaming curricula for other disciplines and
departments.

* Temple University

School of Social Administration

In partnership with the Philadelphia School District, Temple University is
implementing a community service program for 60 ninth graders while training
potential teachers and social workers in service-learning methods.

* Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Indiana, PA

Indiana University of Pennsvivania runs an innovative tutoring and mentoring
program for rural students. The program aims to improve the educational
performance of the tutees, to heighten teacher awareness on the needs of rural
students, and to prepare teachers for careers of active social change as educators.

Many other excellent programs recetved subgrants from Commission funds.
Several student literacy corps programs flourish in Pennsylvania after receiving
start-up grants through PennServe.

eUniversity of Pennsylvania

One of the most comprehensive higher education-community partnerships exists
in the West Philadelphia neighborhood with the University of Pennsylvania. The
University of Pennsylvania has made a substantial commitment to the West



Philadelphia community through this partnership. Faculty, graduate students
and undergraduates are involved in community-based health education ctforts,
cducational ennichment activities, and comprehensive family services.

Examples ot other programs:

Gannon University (multicultural understanding programs, mentoring and
reading programs)

Fdinboro University ot Pennsvivania (literacy and GED tutoring)

Bloomsburyg University (summer residential program and mentoning programs
tor at-rnish vouth)

Full-time Service Programs:

1. Pennsyivania Service Corps: With a national service demonstration grant by
the Commission, the Pennsvivania Service Corps will place over 100 tull-time
national service participants in service in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh as service-
leamingg coordimators in schools, on collegge campuses, as special crew leaders in
vouth corps and in community based organizations in both communities. The
provram wall be tullv implemented by June of 1993 and will, in subsequent vears,
operate statewide Contact: Amyv Hart (717) 233-8577.

2. Pennsvivania Conservation Corps: The corps engages in conservation and
natural resource management, renovation and maintenance of public recreational
tacihities Contact: Don Mathis T17/783-6385

3. Philadelphia Youth Service Corps: Work projects include conservation,
housing renovation and human <ervice activities. Contact: Tony Fairbanks
2 15 2A8-520X)



engages the elementary school students in community problem-soh'mg as a
means of ncreasing therr self-esteem and awareness of community problems.

e Campus Consortia tor Community Service

Vassachuseits Dept. ot Education

This 1o 0 consortia ot several university programs including special etforts to
cnase matittions of lgher education in establishing K-12 service-learninyg
proarams

Framples ot other programs:

Phiilies Brooks House at Harvard University

Rrohe Hogse (PBHY 1s one of the oldest student-run service programs in
the country PBH houses a vanety ot student cornmunity service projects
nludine residential education programs in public housing developments

Mhaities

Boeton Lninersity pediatric ALDS programs)
\mherst College (Cambodian tutoning project)
W heaton Colleze (commumiy service facilitawors” internship program)















