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THE WHITE HOUSE

For Immediate Release March 1, 1993

1:15 P.M. EST

THE PRESIDENT:

MORE

Office of the Press Secretary 
(New Brunswick, New Jersey)

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
IN NATIONAL SERVICE ADDRESS

I'd like to thank President Frank Lawrence for his - 
Does anybody call him 
I want to compliment

But you have some members of the Congress from all 
over America here and I want to introduce them, too, because they 
have taken a lot of trouble to come to Rutgers and because 
without them and without the people who represent you, the 
proposal I make today has no hope of passage.

Rutgers University
New Brunswick, New Jersey

We'd
I thought

I'd like to recognize in the audience the presence 
of Senator Chris Dodd from Connecticut, who was one of the first 
Peace Corps volunteers in the United States. (Applause.)

In addition to the people who have been introduced
here, there are a host of mayors and members of the Assembly and 
county officials here from your state. We have two former 
governors, both of whom I served with — Brendan Byrne and Tom 
Kean who are out there. I'm glad to see them. (Applause.) My 
friends. We have a distinguished array of members of the House 
from New Jersey — Herb Klein, Bob Manendez, Frank Pallone, 
Donald Payne — (applause).

I'd like to recognize the presence on the platform 
of Senator Ted Kennedy from Massachusetts — (applause) — who 
chairs the Senate Committee on Human Resources and Education, 
which sheparded the pilot national and community service bill 
through the Congress in the last session, along with his 
counterpart who is out here in the audience somewhere. I'd like 
to ask him to stand up. The Chairman of the House Committee, 
Congressman Bill Ford, who came all the way from Michigan to be 
with us. Congressman, would you stand up. (Applause.)

Many members of the Congress for years have believed 
we ought to do more in national service and some of them are here 
today. I'd like to begin by introducing your Senator Bill 
Bradley, who's behind me. (Applause.) I must say, when I walked 
into this arena, I turned around and asked Bill Bradley if he'd 
ever shot any baskets in here. I'd be intimidated to be the 
opposing team in here. (Applause.) Senator Bradley sponsored 
legislation to establish neighborhood corps and self-reliance 
scholarships, things that are forbearers of the proposal I came 
to make.

Francis Lawrence — for his fine speech. 
Frank? I should have asked. (Laughter.) 
Professor Benjamin Barber for his leadership and service here. 
(Applause.) And I want to thank all of you here in the Rutgers 
community for coming out for what I hope will be a truly historic 
moment in our nation's history. (Applause.)

Thank you very much. (Applause.)
Thank you. Thank you, Nakia Tomlinson for that fine 
introduction. I wish I could take you with me everywhere, 
make a great duo there. Let's give her another hand, 
she was great. (Applause.)
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And I thank 
(Applause.)

The member of Congress who introduced many, many 
years ago, the first piece of national service legislation ever 
introduced, the Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, 
Senator Clairborne Pell from Rhode Island is here. (Applause.)

I came here to ask all of you to join me in a great 
national adventure, for in the next few weeks I will ask the 
United States Congress to join me in creating a new system of 
voluntary national service — something that I believe in the 
next few years will change America forever and for the better.

Let me make this last point, if I might, by way of 
None of these things happen at the national level. 

We empower them to happen and then people have to do things here 
at the grassroots. And I want to say a special word of thanks to 
your Governor for supporting the New Jersey Youth Corps and 
several other projects like it around the state, because if 
nobody's here to believe in this, it can't happen.
Governor Florio for his support for these things.

My parents' generation won new dignity working their 
way out of the great Depression through programs that provided 
them the opportunity to serve and to survive. Brave men and 
women in my own generation waged and won peaceful revolutions 
here at home for civil rights and human rights, and began service 
around the world in the Peace Corps and here at home in Vista. 
Now, Americans of every generation face profound challenges in 
meeting the needs that have been neglected for too long in this 
country — from city streets plagued by crime and drugs to 
classrooms where girls and boys must learn the skills they need 
for tomorrow, to hospital wards where patients need more care. 
All across America we have problems that demand our common 
attention.

For those who answer the call and meet these 
challenges, I propose that our country honor your service with 
new opportunities for education. National service will be 
America at its best — building community, offering opportunity, 
and rewarding responsibility. National service is a challenge 
for Americans from every background and walk of life, and it 
values something far more than money. National service is 
nothing less than the American way to change America. 
(Applause.)

It is rooted in the concept of community: the 
simple idea that none of us on our own will ever have as much to 
cherish about our own lives if we are out here all alone as we 
will if we work together. That somehow a society really is an 
organism in which the whole can be greater than the sum of its 
parts. And every one of us, no matter how many privileges with 
which we are born, can still be enriched by the contributions of 

And finally I would like to recognize two other 
people, one, a member of the United States Senate and one a 
distinguished American citizen, the first boss of the Peace 
Corps, Sargent Shriver, who's up here with me. (Applause.) 
his deputy, Senator Harris Wofford, from Pennsylvania.
(Applause.) And Mrs. Wofford, I'm glad to see you. (Applause.)

Now, I was involved before I became President in a 
group called the Democratic Leadership Council, and we made one 
of the central parts of our platform to reclaim a new majority of 
Americans for our party the establishment of a system of national 
service to help people to finance education. And one of our 
founding members and guiding lights is here. Representative Dave 
McCurdy from Oklahoma. I'd like for him to stand up. 
(Applause.)

I'd also like to introduce the only person in this 
audience, at least of our crowd, who doesn't have to look up to 
Senator Bradley, Senator Jay Rockefeller from West Virginia, an 
early VISTA volunteer in the United States. (Applause.)
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Mr. Lincoln also signed the Homestead Act that 
offered 100 acres of land for families who had the courage to 
settle the frontier and farm the wilderness. Its legacy is a 
nation that stretches from coast to coast. Now we must create a 
new legacy that gives a new generation of Americans the right and 
the power to explore the frontiers of science and technology and 
space. The frontiers of the limitations of our knowledge must be 
pushed back so that we can do what we need to do. And education 
is the way to do it, just as surely as it was more than 100 years 
ago.

For many in my own generation, the summons to 
citizenship and service came on this day 32 years ago, when 
President Kennedy created the Peace Corps with Sargent Shriver 
and Harris Wofford and other dedicated Americans when President 
Kennedy created the Peace Corps. With Sargent Shriver and Harris 
Wofford and other dedicated Americans, he enabled thousands of 

Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of 
Independence, "With a firm reliance on the protection of Divine 
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our 
fortune, and our sacred honor." In the midst of the Civil War, 
President Lincoln signed into law two visionary programs that 
helped our people come together again and build America up. The 
Morrill Act helped states create new land grant colleges. This 
is a land grant university. The university in my home state was 
the first land grant college west of the Mississippi River.

If that is so — if that is true, my fellow
Americans, and if you believe it, it must therefore follow that 
each of us has an obligation to serve. For it is perfectly clear 
that all of us cannot be what we ought to be until those of us 
who can help others — and that is nearly all of us — are doing 
something to help others live up to their potential. The concept 
of community and the idea of service are as old as our history. 
They began the moment America was literally invented.

In the midst of World War II, President Roosevelt 
proposed the GI Bill of Rights, which offered returning veterans 
the opportunity for education in respect to their service to our 
country in the war. Thanks to the GI Bill, which became a living 
reality in President Truman's time, more than eight million 
veterans got advanced education. And half a century later, the 
enduring legacy of the GI Bill is the strongest economy in the 
world and the broadest, biggest middle class that any nation has 
ever enjoyed.

In these places, young people learn to make American 
agriculture and industry the best in the world. The legacy of 
the Morrill Act is not only our great colleges and universities 
like Rutgers, but the American tradition that merit and not money 
should give people a chance for a higher education. (Applause.)

the least of us. And that we will never fulfill our individual 
capacities until, as Americans, we can all be what God meant for 
us to be. (Applause.)

Seven decades after the Civil War in the midst of 
the Great Depression, President Roosevelt created the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, which gave 2.5 million young people the 
opportunity to support themselves while working in disaster 
relief and maintaining forests, beaches, rivers, and parks. Its 
legacy is not only the restoration of our natural environment, 
but the restoration of our national spirit. Along with the Works 
Products Administration — the WPA — the Civilian Conservation 
Corps symbolized government's effort to provide a nation in 
depression with the opportunity to work, to build the American 
community through service. And all over America today, you can 
see projects — even today in the 1990s — built by your parents 
or your grandparents with the WPA plaque on it — the CCC plaque 
on it — the idea that people should be asked to serve and 
rewarded for doing it.
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Senator Jay Rockefeller, whom I introduced a moment ago, and many 
thousands of other Americans went to the hills and hollows of

MORE

poor places, like West Virginia and Arkansas and Mississippi, to 
lift up Americans through their service.

young men and women to serve on the leading edge of the new 
frontier, helping people all over the world to become what they 
ought to be, and bringing them the message by their very lives 
that America was a great country that stood for good values and 
human progress.

Shortly after the Peace Corps, Congress, under
President Johnson, created the volunteers and service to America.

And as we rekindle the spirit of national service, I 
know it won't disappoint many of the students here to know that 
we also have to reform the whole system of student loans. 
(Applause.) We should begin by making it easier for young people 
to pay back their student loans and enabling them to hold jobs — 
(applause) — enabling them to hold jobs that may accomplish
much, but pay little.

The lesson of our whole history is that honoring 
service and rewarding responsibility is the best investment 
America can make. And I have seen it today. Across this great 
land, through the Los Angeles Conservation Corps, which took the 
children who lived in the neighborhoods where the riots occurred 
and gave them a chance to get out into nature and to clean up 
their own neighborhoods and to lift themselves and their friends 
in the effort; in Boston with the City Year program — with all 
these programs represented here in this room today, the spirit of 
service is sweeping this country and giving us a chance to put 
the quilt of America together in a way that makes a strength out 
of diversity; that lifts us up out of our problems; and that 
keeps our people looking toward a better and brighter future. 
(Applause.)

The national service plan I propose will be built on 
the same principles as the old GI Bill — when people give 
something of invaluable merit to their country, they ought to be 
rewarded with the opportunity to further their education. 
National service will challenge our people to do the work that 
should and indeed must be done and cannot be done unless the 
American people voluntarily give themselves up to that work. It 
will invest in the future of every person who serves.

At its height, the Peace Corps enrolled 16,000 young 
men and women. Its legacy is not simply goodwill and good works 
in countries all across the globe, but a profound and lasting 
change in the way Americans think about their own country and the 
world.

National service recognizes a simple but powerful 
truth — that we make progress not by governmental action alone, 
but we do best when the people and their government work at the 
grassroots in genuine partnership. The idea of national service 
permeates many other aspects of the programs I have sought to 
bring to America. The economic plan that I announced to 
Congress, for example, will offer every child the chance for a 
healthy start through immunization and basic health care and Head 
Start. (Applause.) But still it depends on parents doing the 
best they can as parents and children making the most of their 
opportunities.

The plan can help to rebuild our cities and our 
small communities through physical investments that will put 
people to work. But Americans still must work to restore the 
social fabric that has been torn in too many communities. Unless 
people know we can work together in our schools and our offices, 
in our factories, unless they believe we can walk the streets 
safely together, and unless we do that together, governmental 
action alone is doomed to fail. (Applause.)
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And these are just a few of the things that you will 
be able to, for most of the decisions about what you can do will 
be made by people like those in this room, people who run the 
programs represented by all of those wearing these different 
kinds of tee-shirts. We don't seek a national bureaucracy. I 
have spoken often about how we need to reinvent the government to 
make it more efficient and less bureaucratic, to make it more 
responsive to people at the grassroots level.

This is going 
(Applause.)

Beyond reforming this system for financing higher 
education, the national service program more importantly will 
create new opportunities for Americans to work off outstanding 
loans or to build up credits for future education and training 
opportunities.

Today, when students borrow money for an education, 
the repayment plan they make is based largely on how much they 
have to repay, without regard to what the jobs they take 
themselves pay. It is a powerful incentive, therefore, for young 
college graduates to do just the reverse of what we might want 
them to do; to take a job that pays more even it is less 
rewarding because that is the job that will make the repayment of 
the loans possible. It is also, unfortunately, a powerful 
incentive for some not to make the payments at all, which is 
unforgivable.

We'll ask young people all across this country and 
some who aren't so young who want to further their college 
education to serve in our schools as teachers or tutors in 
reading and mathematics. We'll ask you to help our police forces 
across the nation, training members for a new police corps that 
will walk beats and work with neighborhoods and build the kind of 
communities ties that will prevent crime from happening in the 
first place so that our police officers won't have to spend all 
their time chasing criminals. (Applause.)

We'll ask young people to work, to help control 
pollution and recycle waste, to paint darkened buildings and 
clean up neighborhoods. (Applause.) To work with senior 
citizens and combat homelessness and help children in trouble get 
out of it and build a better life. (Applause.)

And as you well know, that's what's happening all 
across America today. People are already serving their neighbors 
in their neighborhoods. Just this morning, I was inspired to see 
and to speak with students from Rutgers serving their community, 
from mentoring young people as Big Sisters, to helping older 
people learn new skills.

The present system is unacceptable, not only for 
students, but for the taxpayers as well. It's complicated and 
it's expensive. It costs the taxpayers of our country about $4 
billion every year to finance the student loan program because of 
loan defaults and the cost of administering the program, 
believe we can do better.

And I want national service to do just that. I want 
it to empower young people and their communities, not to empower 
yet another government bureaucracy in Washington.
to be your program at your level with your people.

So what we seek to do is to enable the American 
students to borrow the money they need for college and pay it 
back as a small percentage of their own income over time. This 
is especially important after a decade in which the cost of a 
college education has gone up even more rapidly than the cost of 
health care. (Applause.) Making a major contribution to one of 
the more disturbing statistics in America today, which is that 
the college dropout rate in this country is now 2.5 times the 
high school dropout rate. We can do better than that through 
national service and adequate financing. (Applause.)
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They've done everything from paint senior citizens' 
homes, to tutor and mentor children in after-school programs. 
For the future of our state and nation, we need more young people 
like those in the New Jersey Youth Corps who exemplify the spirit 
of service.

Well,
all across America.

The spirit of service also moves a young man I met 
about a year ago named Stephen Spalos, who works with a City Year 
program in Boston. At age 23, he's had some hard times in his 
life. But as he puts it, City Year gave him a place and the 
tools to be able to start over. He works as a team leader, a 
mentor, a tutor, a project manager for a bunch of young people 
who restore senior citizens' homes.

This morning I also met with members of the New 
Jersey Youth Corps. Here they are. (Applause.) Stand up. 
(Applause.) Young people who are looking for a second chance at 
school, and who when coming back to finish their high school 
degrees, also serve in their communities. Through this program, 
more than 6,500 young adults have contributed over 900,000 hours 
of service to the state of New Jersey. (Applause.)

Last year when I visited his project, he literally 
took his sweatshirt off his back and gave it to me so that I 
would never forget the kids at City Year. And I still wear it 
when I go jogging, always remembering what they're doing in 
Boston to help those kids. (Applause.)

And that spirit, during this academic year alone, 
more than 800 students from Rutgers are contributing more than 
60,000 hours of community service — in New Brunswick, in Camden, 
in Newark, throughout this state. (Applause.)

The spirit of service moves Orah Fireman, a graduate 
of Wesleyan College. As a sophomore in high school, she worked 
with disadvantaged children in upstate New York. That experience 
changed her life. And during her high school and college years, 
she continued to work with children. And now that she is out of 
college, she has begun what will probably be a lifetime of 
service by working at a school for emotionally disturbed children 
in Boston. She wants other people to have the opportunity to 
serve, and she wrote this: Service work teaches responsibility 
and compassion. It fights alienation by proving to young people 
that they can make a difference. There is no lesson more 
important than that.

That spirit also moves people all across the nation. 
In my state, there's a young woman named Antoinette Jackson, 
who's a senior in a small community called Gauld, Arkansas. 
She's a member of the Delta Service Corps. The rural Mississippi 
Delta is still the poorest place in America. And in that area, 
she works with a "Lend a Hand" program which runs a thrift shop 
to provide hungry and homeless people with food and clothing. 
And in return, the Delta Four is going to help her attend college 
so that she can make an even greater contribution. (Applause.)

there are stories like this in this room and 
And we're going to create thousands of more 

of them through national service. We'll work with groups with 

I met a lady today who has 13 grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren who dropped out of school the year before I 
was born — is about to become a high school graduate shortly 
because of the efforts of this program. (Applause.) Is she back 
there? Stand up. (Applause.)

I'm impressed by the spirit behind the Rutgers civic 
education and community service program: the understanding that 
community service enriches education, that students should not 
only take the lessons they learn in class out into the community, 
but bring the lessons they learn in the community back into the 
classroom. (Applause.)
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I want
(Applause.)

proven track records to serve their community, giving them the 
support they need. And if you have more good ideas, if you're 
entrepreneurs of national service, we'll let you compete for our 
form of venture capital — develop new programs to serve your 
neighbors. That's how we want the national service program to 
grow every year — rewarding results, building on success, and 
bubbling up from the grassroots energy and compassion and 
intellect of America.

Then we'll ask them to work on one of our country's 
most urgent problems, helping our children who are in danger of 
losing their God-given potential. Some of them will tutor. Some 
will work on programs to immunize young children from preventible 
childhood diseases. Some will help to develop and run 
recreational centers or reclaim urban parks from dealers and 
debris. Some will counsel people a few years younger than 
themselves to keep them out of gangs and into good activities. 
And everyone will learn about serving our country and helping our 
communities.

I have to tell you that there are some among us who 
do not believe that young Americans will answer a call to action, 
who believe that our people now measure their success merely in 
the accumulation of material things. They believe this call to 
service will go unanswered. But I believe they are dead wrong. 
(Applause.)

I also want to say that you shouldn't wait for the 
summer or for a new program. We need to begin now. We are going 
to be looking for the kinds of ideas that we ought to be funding. 
This is Monday. I ask you by Friday — every one of you — to 
think about what you think you can do and what we should do to be 
agents of renewal; to talk with your parents, your clergy, your 
friends, your teachers, to join the effort to renew our community 
and to rebuild our country; and to write to me about what you are 
doing. It's time for millions of us to change our country block 
by block, neighborhood by neighborhood — time to return to our 
roots an excitement, an idealism, and an energy. (Applause.)

But even when hundreds of thousands are serving, I 
want to maintain the pioneer spirit of this first few months, 
because national service can make America new again. It can help 
solve our problems, educate our people, and build our communities 
back together. So ifanybody here would like to be one of those 
1,000 — or if anybody who is listening to this speech by radio 
or television or reads about it and would like to be one of those 
1,000, drop me a card at the White House and just mark it 
national service. We're going to pick them. And I can't promise 
you'll be selected, but I promise you'll be considered, 
to engage the energies of America in this effort.

At the end of this summer, we'll bring all these 
people together for several days of debriefing and training, and 
then they'll all join in a youth service summit. I will attend 
the meeting and I expect to listen a lot more than I talk. I'll 
ask leaders from Congress, from business, labor, religious, and 
community groups to attend the youth service summit, too. We'll 
give those who serve the honor they deserve, and we'll learn a 
lot more about how to build this national service program. And 
from the thousand pioneers of this summer, I want the national 
service to grow 100-fold in the next four years. (Applause.)

I don't want service to wait while this potential is 
wasted. That's why I want to make this summer a summer of 
service, when young people can not only serve their communities, 
but build a foundation for a new national effort. I've asked 
Congress to invest in and I'm asking young people to participate 
in a special effort in national service and leadership training 
just this summer. We are going to recruit about 1,000 young 
people from every background — from high school dropouts to 
college graduates, to send to an intensive leadership training 
program for national service at the beginning of the summer.
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country.

Thank you, and God bless you all. (Applause.)

END 1:50 P.M. EST

You will learn the lessons about your life that you 
might not ever learn any other way. You will learn again that 
each of us has the spark of potential to accomplish something 
truly and enduringly unique. You will experience the 
satisfaction of making a connection in a way with another person 
that you could do in no other way. You will learn that the joy 
of mastering a new skill or discovering a new insight is exceeded 
only by the joy of helping someone else do the same thing. You 
will know the satisfaction of being valued not for what you own 
or what you earn or what position you hold, but just because of 
what you have given to someone else. (Applause.) You will 
understand in personal ways the wisdom of the words spoken years 
ago by Martin Luther King who said "Everybody can be great 
because everybody can serve." (Applause.)

And so, especially to the young Americans here, I 
ask you to prove that those who doubt you are wrong about your 
generation. And today I ask all of you who are young in spirit 
— whether you are a 10-year-old in a service program in our 
schools who reads to still younger children, or a 72-year-old who 
has become a foster grandparent — I ask you all to believe that 
you can contribute to your community and your country. And in so 
doing, you will find the best in yourself.

I ask you, in closing, to commit yourselves to this 
season of service because America needs it. We need every one of 
you to live up to the fullest of your potential, and we need you 
to reach those who are not here and who will never hear this 
talk, and who will never have the future they could otherwise 
have if not for something that you could do. The great challenge 
of your generation is to prove that every person here in this 
great land can live up to the fullest of their God-given 
capacity. If we do it, the 21st century will be the American 
century. The American Dream will be kept alive if you will today 
answer the call to service.

I ask you all, my fellow Americans, to support our 
proposal for national service and to live a proposal for national 
service; to learn the meaning of America at its best, and to 
recreate for others America at its best. We are not just another 

We have always been a special kind of community, linked 
by a web of rights and responsibilities, and bound together, not 
by bloodlines, but by beliefs. At an age in time when people all 
across the world are being literally torn apart by racial 
hatreds, by ethnic hatreds, by religious divisions, we are a 
nation, with all of our problems, where people can come together 
across racial and religious lines and hold hands and work 
together, not just to endure our differences, but to celebrate 
them. I ask you to make America celebrate that again. 
(Applause.)
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By Dennis Kelly
USA TODAY

/

On the 32nd anniversary of 
the creation of the Peace 
Corps, President Clinton today 
will detail a plan to let 100,000 
to 150,000 college students pay 
off their tuition through nation­
al service — working as school 
tutors, health care assistants or 
in a “new Police Corps.”

Specifics of Clinton’s plan for 
national service will unfold to­
day in an address at Rutgers 
University and then tonight at 
11 ET/PT in a half-hour ap­
pearance on MTV, the rock 
video channel whose young ; 
viewers Clinton strongly court­
ed during the election. The 
plan will:
► Begin this year with an 

eight-week “summer of ser­
vice,” giving community ser­
vice jobs to about 1,000 “at- 
risk” youth, says Catherine 
Milton. the Commission on Na­
tional and Community Service.
► Grow so that by 1997 at 

least 100,000 young people can 
pay off college by engaging in 
service before or after college. 
The program reportedly may 
reach up to 150,000, at a cost of 
518,000 to $20,000 a student — 
paying stipends as well as cred­
it toward college. Those num­
bers are still a fraction of the 5 
million students a year who get 
loans.
► Cost $98 million in fiscal

1994. $3 billion by 1997.
“What’s very exciting is that 

it builds on what (programs) 
are there and takes it to a 
whole new level,” Milton says.

Clinton offers 
up student
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National Service Location Schedule for March 1, 1993

Topic SlantSiteCity Contact(s)Public Figure CS Group

./President Clinton New Brunswick Rutgers
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National Service Schedule for March 1, 1993 (updated noon 3/1)

Topic SlantPublic Figure City Site Contact(s)CS Group

New Brunswick Rutgers

Madison EnvironmentWCC

HealthcareWash. DC

Richmond Homelessness

Babbitt Environment

Reich Labor/Boston

Howard Univ.Wash. DC Speech

RadioCisneros HomelessnessSec.

Speech

Radio

Sec.
8:30

Sec.
8:30

Wisconsin
Conservation 
Corps

Dallas, Albq. Denver 
Fresno, Portland

Youth
Build

Health Care/ 
Children

Nat’l Assc
Counties

Joel Berg
720-4623

Liz Arky
708-3161

Ned Ertle
366-5552

Stephanie
StreetX7560

Carol Florman
208-3477

Univ of
Richmond

VP Gore 
1:00 town mtg

President Clinton
1:00 Speech

Mary Beth
Donahue X6640

Sec. Pena
10:00

Sick Childrens DC
Hospital Service

Corps

Sec. Shalala
2:30

Mrs. Gore
10:15 tour

Milan Verveer
456-6266

Tony Wilson
456-4245

Sec. Espy
3/2

Avis Lavelle
690-8204

Clemmons State Durham
Cnsrvtn
Corps

Durham
Forest

St. Joseph's 
Villa

National
Service

Madison,Detroit
Minn,NBruns,Milwk

Steve Dominico
Apprenticeship 219-8271

Sec. Shalala 
morning

Empowerment 
of Localities

Adult
Lit.
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The·>'National Service' Boondoggle✓ 
By Douc BANoow 

Parlfltt William Jamfl hollld war but 
llkNI lu tnllt, In 1910, Ile pcmncd worl1! 
that have become well-nigh Immortal.
calling for a "moral NtUlvalenc of war" In 
wnich ''the m11111a1 vmues" woul� M In·
culcated In younr men In peacetime. "Our 
ri)ded voulhs would be drafted off," he 
wrvt•, ''tu 1•1 011 otulllbllness knocked 
out of them. and to come back Into society 
with healthier sympathies and soberer 
ideas." 

James·s vision became the fo::nt of a 
host of conlradictory proposals Involving 
military conscnpuon. universal c1v1Han 
service and voluntary programs. The lat· 
ut I■ Pn■ldont Cllnlon'1 pion, W\Vtllcll Ill 
Rutgers yesterday. to provide as many as 
!S0.000 studenlS wnh two years of college 
tuition for every year of service 10 a gov• 
ernment·appro,•ed job. 

Mr. Cllnion·s program Is nothing new. 
In 1988. the Democratic Leadership Coun· 
c1I. to which he belonged. proposed a mas· 
sive "Citizens Corps" of young people. 
The program was premised on alleged 
Amencan decadence. selC-absorption and 
seHishness. inflamed dunng the "decade 
or greed." as the !980s were dubbed. 

Candidate Clinton was too interested 
In being elected president to cnuci.ze po­
tenual voters in these tenns, however. 
He used more positive rhetoric to propose 
alloWU1g 250,000 or more people to wo(j 
ore their student loans through govern· 
ment sel"Vlce. Dehcit concerns have 
caused the admimstrat1on to propose 
starting Wlth a pilot program. to be ex· 
panded over time. Still, Mr. Clinton said 
ln his radio address last Saturday that he 
ultimately wants to reach "hundreds of 
1housands ol students." 

Service sttms so obviously a good 
:hing that many people automatlcaUy em­
>race politicians who use the phrase "na• 
Jona! service." The basic question, how• 
·ver. 1s service to whom? Proposals for 
1auonal semce assume that c1uzens are 
esponslble not to each 01.her but to the 
tate. Even voluntary programs like Mr. 
11n1on ·s Imply a UJHIY or soc1e1Y and 

stale, with work for the lantr tqUAttd to 
.. rv1u 10 lhe former, 

O�J)Ot lU11IUt1 lot f'nUlne service 
abow1d. RouibJy AO mllUon people now 
pAnt,111111• Ill -· wull111INI UIIVIIIU.
Much mor, could be dont DI MllrR But 
the remedy Is oot yet another federal pro­
irram. 

Another blu held by naUonaJ·semc, 
advocates Is that "public" service is In· 
herenlly better than pnvate service. What 
mnku shelving books In a library more 
laudable or valuable than stocking shelves 
in a boo�score? Pnvate-sector workers­
health·care professionals. medlcal and 
scientific researchers. business en1repr1· 

neun and Inventors, arttsts-prov1de 
enormous public benefits. 

Moreover, the implementation prob­
lems are d1zzymg. Mr. Clinton said thal 
he would not allow any Job displacement, 
which would prevent partlcipanlS from 
perfonnmg the most valuable work. Any 
Job that could possibly be handled by a 
union member would have to be excluded 
to avoid unrem1111ng labor oppos1Uon. 

More important. what work would par­
ticipants do? Today the Peace Corps and 
Vista. along with the more than 60 state 
and local programs. involve onl>· some 
18,000 people. llow would we employ 
150.000, 250.000. 500.000 or more people? 

They would meet "unmet social 
needs." national-service advocates re­
spond. B111 as long as human wanlS an 
willmited. the real number of "unmet" 
social (as well as business) "needs" Is ln· 
!mite. It Is meaningless to tall: about mil·
hons or "wimet" needs: and ,ince labor Is 
not a free resource. II would be even more 
foollsh to try to satisfy all of them.

The key to the national service debate 
Is opportllnll)' COSlS. Pa)'1.Dg young people 
to shelve library books requires rorgomg 
both whatever else could be dooe "1th the 
money they are paJd and whatever else 
the participanlS would do. Indeed, the 
Clinton program would delay the entry of 
hundreds of thousand.a or people into 
higher educational studies and the work 
force. There Is no rvuoo to assume that a 

Notable & Quotable' .. 

A terrorist explaining how he selects
a rarget in Joseph Qmrad's 1907 noL�I 
"The Secrer Agent": 

This 1s what you should try ror. An at• 
!mpt upon a crowned head or on a presi­
ent Is sensational enough m a way, but
ot so much as 11 used to be. It has entered
110 the general conception or the ex1s·
nee of all chieCs of state. It's almost con­
muonal-especially since so many presi•
mt.s have been assassinated. Now let us
ke an oulrage upon-say a church. Hor·
,le enough at first sight. no doubt. and
t not so ellectlve as a person of an ordi·
ry mind might thlnk. No matter how

\. 

revolutionary and anarchist In Inception. 
there would be looll enoogh to give such 
an outrage the character of a religious 
mamfestaaon. And that would detract 
from the especial alarming- significance 
we wish to g'IVe to the act. A murderous at· 
tempt on a restaurant or a theatre would 
suffer in the same way from the sugges­
tion ol non-political passion: the ex�ra­
tion of a hungry man, an act ol social re­
venge . . .. A bomb outrage to have any la· 
nuence on public opinion now must go be­
yond the Intention or veng-eance or 
terronsm. It must be purely destrucuve. It 
must be that, and only that. 

dollar irolng to nation•I t•m�, "Ill )'1oltl 
mo11 �nent8 than an 1d11\llonal dollftr 
spent on medical research. technological 
innovation or any n11n:,ber of nthtr 1111t• 
pasu, pnvai, JOU p1tnllc, 

Anolhet problem Involves the mill· 
tar)'. The end of the Cold War ha., 
•lowed ""'Nlllnf. t'rOVldlng '11ucatlonll
bent!lts, long an lmponant military ve­
hicle for attracung college-capable 
youth. for civilian work may hinder re­
cruiting for "'hat remains the most fun• 
damen1a1 form of national serv1ce-de­
fend1ng the country. 

St1II. what of the senous problems con• 
lron11nr u,7 In many 1n11111cu the gov· 
ernment bars effective prtvate respanses. 
Minimum wage laws forbid the hmng or 
dedicated but unskilled people and mh1b1t 
rehabil1tat1on programs. like U1at run by 
the Salvation Army; restrictions on para­
transit operations limit pnvate trans• 
portation for the disabled. 

In any case. only narrowly tafl:eled re­
sponses-attracting a few thousand extra 
caregivers for the tenninally Ill. ror m· 
stance-are likely to work. The pervasive 
fraud and waste endemic to --public ser­
vice" programs like CET A hardly aul:'ur 
wen for yet another large-scale federal el· 
Ion at social enginttring. 

Further. unagme the bw-eaucracy nec­
essary to dec.ide what Jobs consuture "ser­
VICe." Who would sort lhroug+i union ob­
Jectlons to "untalr compellUon." match 
hundreds or thousands of part.Jcipants to 
Individual posu and monitor the quality of 
people's work? Consider the dlsastrous 
mess made or the student loan program 
by the Education Department: not sur· 
pnsingly, the Congressional Research 
�ce has warned that the government 
canno1 ad.mutister the program as elli• 
mntly as the pr!nte sector. An unwieldy 
bw-eaucracy enforcing the controls that 
ineV1tably follow rederal mone>· is not 
hkely to promote inexpensive and innova­
tive soluuons to hwnan needs. 

Even worse. federal involvement is 
likely to pohtlc1u pnvate humanitarian 
acnviues. Congressmen oppose ellorts to 
clo6e local govern�nt ollius; later� 
grrups tWlSt social programs to their beo· 
dll; labor uruaru block ptOJ)0831Ji to COD· 
tract out work. Imagine the likely lnhghl· 
ing over a program involving the se rv1ces 
or hundreds of thousands or young peo­
ple. What, for instance, w'lll Mr. Clinton 
say when the Democrauc Pany·s favorite 
potiucal. sexual and soc1al lobbies. hte 
Act Up and Planned Parenthood, come 
calling to demand "their'" quotas or ser· 
Vice workers? 

Finally, money has to be an Issue 
when the president is calling for massive 
tax hllces. The admmutrauon ts initially 
proposmg to spend 19.5 billion over five 
years. but the coslS could escalate 
qwctly. Providing par11apan1S 1>ith two 
years or school for every year or work 
means that they will earn more than 

-- . . - - --- -·---. --------·-----------

\ 

teo,llCl0-.1ay, m,ooo In 111111011 \ 
And l20.00o-ph.1s rn salary ahd 
benellts-for "serving" two )'e!J1. � 
mr to 1u1111tr1 IQf 1�,008 plfll@lp 
nut ,uutttrng u,� EBsls of lhe lederal 
reaucracy necessary to manage the Jll\ 
ITqm, 

Alu, Mr. Clinton's scheme woul
Ulcely end up no bargain. It would expar 
rederal power. politlciu th, lndtptndtl 
sector. increase an already nlghtmari� 
dericit and siphon tens of thousands , 
young people out of productive pnvate I, 
bor and into make-work proJeclS. 

What we netd lnllnd 1, a renewe 
commitment to lndlVldual servtce-som 
pan-time. some full-time: some lhroug 
the family, some through churches an 
some through civic groups. America· 
strength LS its combination of hurnanltar 
Ian impulses. private association and di 
versity. Which is why we should keep lht 
"nauonal" out of service. 

/\Ir. Bandow is a /ellou: at the Cato f,uti 
tute. lie ,s the author of "Human R.esorirrr! 
a11d De'ense /\1011po1fer." published by Na• 
ttOnal De/ell.SI!. Unwersity. 
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Jersey Youth Corps who cried white telling her story at a meeting in New Brunswick, N.J.

► Clinton’s plan, 1A
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By Win McNamee, Heelers 

a member of the New

Clinton’s ‘call to service’

J?

dy, D-Mass., who sat behind 
Clinton at the speech.

Rep. Bill Ford. D-Mich., 
chairman of the committee 
that would review the bill, de­
clared that "We have an oppor­
tunity to build a new domestic 
Peace Corps.”

Republicans said they were 
wary about the risks of creat­
ing a new big-ticket federal en­
titlement program.

But even they offered some 
praise. Rep. Susan Molinari, R- 
N.Y., said while there were po­
tential problems, "what 1 think 
he’s trying to do, and I really 
agree with this, is to bring back 
a spirit bl hope,"

Clinton offered no details on 
how he would fulfill what has 
always been one of the most 
diffleult paib, of Die plan: ere-

k •
I’

debt incurred by students over 
four years.

An average four-year public 
education is now J22.000, with 
private education running as 
much as three times that

Cllnton’M national service 
program would cost $7.4 billion 
over the next four years, B&4he 
fourth yeafi that would cover

■ ■j4,;

'L. ....

•f* AV.*
• -fl J

. J

Inside President Qinton’s national service proposal:

► WHO: 1,000 students for this summer's pilot project; 
growing to 25,000 next year, then 100,000 in 1997. This 
year, 14 million Americans attend college. Of those, rough­
ly 5 million are using $5.1 billion in federal loans.

► COST: $15 million this year, totaling $7.4 billion over the 
next four years if fully implemented,
► ELIGIBLE: Students before, during after college.

► HOW: Students would trade a year of service for two 
years of loans. Type of service remains unknown.
► PAYBACK: Students could skip public service and pay 
loans based on a percentage of their income. Ainu encour­
age graduates to enter lower-paying but critical profes­
sions such as teaching and public health service.

► OTHER BENEFITS: Students in national service would re­
ceivesmall stipends, probably close to minimum wage and 
based on the hours spent in community service.

J Iffl'sT

ating a corps of public service 
jobs without displacing munici­
pal workers who strongly sup­
ported him.

Similarly, Clinton repeatedly 
said the program would not 
create a new bureaucracy be­
cause it would delegate a lot of 
powers to the states. “There 
will be no fraud or abuse in this 
program,” Segal insisted.

Some edOators were skepti­
cal about the effort

Bruce Johnstone, chancellor 
of the State University of New 
York, said the program would 
not do much to help students 
afford escalating education 
costs.

"What I fear is that someone 
might think, the president 
might think, he has solved the 
higher-education program,” 
Johnstone said. “And he will 
not have.”

But Keith Geiger, president 
of the National Education As­
sociation, said that even an ad­
dition of 100,000 public service 
jobs was significant “Kids to­
day are much less into the 
money part of it... and more 
into wanting a college degree 
and doing something for this 
country," he said.

Said Richard Rosser, presi­
dent of the National Associa­
tion of Independent Colleges 
and Universities: “For students 
all across the country, this is 
just a net gain — no question 
about it.”

Contributing: Dennis Kelly 
and William M. Welch

PISCATAWAY, NJ. - With
much fanfare but little funding.
President Clinton on Monday
unveiled his plan to implement
his most-applauded campaign
promise: providing universal
college scholarships repaid by
public service.

Clinton cast his idea in his­
toric terms, borrowing liberal­
ly on the legacies of John F.
Kennedy’s Peace Corps and
Franklin Delano Roosevelt's
Depression-era public works
projects, as he issued a distinct­
ly generational "call to ser­
vice" to students here.

“There are some among us
who do not believe that young
Americans will answer a call to
action, who believe that our
people now measure their suc­
cess merely in the accumula­
tion of material tilings," Clinton
said. "They believe this call to 
service will go unanswered.
But I believe they are dead 
wrong. .. . The American
dream will be kept alive if you PRESIDENTIAL APPLAUSE: President Clinton cheers Danyelle Marshall
will answer the call to service.”

In the Rutgers University
speech, timed to coincide with
the 32nd anniversary of Ken­
nedy's creation of the Peace
Corps, Clinton described his na­
tional service plan in the same
upbeat, broad terms that he did
in the campaign. It would, he
said, allow anyone to work off
loans with public service jobs.

But the White House later
described the plan in more lim­
ited terms.

It would be at least four
years until everyone who want­
ed to participate in the jobs
program would have the
chance. This assumes that
100,000 students will want to
enroll in the plan.

"We think we'll be able to ac­
commodate over the next four
years everyone who chooses
the service option," Clinton
said. “We think we will. But we mition and stipends to students

. have to build it up a little in the working for one or two years in
first year or two so we learn public service jobs.
how to do it" Under the Clinton plan, stu-

In addition, students would dents could pay back the loans
then be eligible for loans that either with the work or at low
cover only part of the cost of interest rates.
their education bill. Clinton’s proposal also would

Eli Segal, director of the na- revamp the college loan pro-
tional service program, said no gram so it could be repaid by a 
figures had been set, but sug- percentage of income.
gested that loans would be Clinton argued that would

$7.4 billion 
plan short 
on details
By Adam Nagounicy
USA TODAY

te, O

V’’

gested that loans would be Clinton argued that would 
close to $6,300, the average -encourage people to go into 

. u.. low-paying public service jobs,
and reduce the number of peo­
ple who default on loans, now 
costing $4 billion a year.

The program received 
warm reviews from congres­
sional leaders. "Once again, a 
president is asking ^Americans 
to do something for their coun- 
tryi” Mid Son Edwnrd KonHu-
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spirit without the 
largess.

™ a

O TJ ' O 
•E <U E - 
“sh 

O ->0 c 
-C -Z' o QJ 
sS^£ 

‘ Q. 

O 
-E

QD 
- E <n C3 
03 O W 

“ ~ > 
c c:

z o ,1 E 
o ra g *- -

£ “1=1 
o •= 3 c> E ■i Si E E "3

- -2 U -5 | 5 «
§ o-s « -°s 
•2 £ « ? =

-ps

«-• M If

= re ra U. = c

By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN
Special io The New York Times

clean up neighborhoods, to work with , 
senior citizens and combat homeless­
ness and help children in trouble.” 

Mr. Clinton said national service “is 
nothing less than the American way to 
change America.”

To buttress his call to service, Mr. 
Clinton marshaled some very new and 
some very old political messengers 
After his speech, he ducked into the 
men’s locker room and taped an inter­
view on national service with Tabitha 
Soren of MTV for broadcast late to­
night.

re L

Shriver Approves

While Mr. Clinton was performing 
for MTV behind the scenes, a voice 
from the past, R. Sargent Shriver, Ken­
nedy's brother-in-law and the first di­
rector of the Peace Corps, was brought 
to the press room by White House aides 
to put the stamp of approval on Mr. 
Clinton's initiative;

Mr. Shriver provided not only the 
expected endorsement but some sober­
ing contrasts between the Kennedy era 
when the problem of getting people tc 
serve seemed to be just a shortage ol 
will, to the Clinton era, when the prob­
lem is also a shortage of money.

“This program is appropriate for 
today, as opposed to when we started 
the Peace Corps,” Mr. Shriver said 
"The reality today is that most people 
getting out of college have incurred 
large, large debts. The climate is dif­
ferent, but I think this is true: Young 
people are still idealistic. They have 
not been given a chance. With the budg­
etary restrictions that now exist, it 
means it is going to be very difficult to 
get it to a huge size. That doesn't mean 
it shouldn't be started, but with the 
shortage of money now one has to be 
satisfied with achieving modest goals.”

Mr. Clinton emphasized that because 
of budget and bureaucratic constraints
his program would begin with a $15: 
million, eight-week "Summer of Serv-I 
ice" program for roughly 1.000 teen­
agers from poor neighborhoods or bro­
ken homes in up to 10 communities.
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»" NEW BRUNSWICK. N.J., March 1— 
’-• President Clinton today outlined a plan 
'■'for a national service program for col- 

•T- lege students that combined broad am- 
o Tjitions, high ideals and a modest begin- 

-ming. .
The program, which would begin 

• with a 1,000-student pilot project this 
summer and expand to 100,000 by 1997, 
would allow students to help pay off 
their tuition debts by working as teach- 

-• ers or police officers, or with the home- 

c .less.
.. Speaking to a wildly enthusiastic 
, Rutgers University audience on the 32d 

anniversary of President John F. Ken- 
- nedy’s founding of the Peace Corps,

Mr. Clinton called on young Americans
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to “answer the call to service” at home
with the same spirit that an earlier
generation answered Kennedy’s call

for service abroad.
But reflecting some of the economic

constraints that Kennedy did not have
' to worry about, Mr. Clinton insisted

that he was not proposing the creation
of another “entitlement” program. He
vowed that his initiative could be built
around state and local institutions and
would not require establishment of a
costly Federal bureaucracy.

A Role for Congress
But he did not explain how, as the

details are being worked out by his
advisers. Congressional approval
would be required, at least for financ­

ing.
The President declared that in re­

turn for tuition loans "we’ll ask you to
help our police forces across the nation,
training members for a new police
corps, that will walk beats, and work
with neighborhoods and build the kind
of community ties that will prevent
crime from happening in the first
place; we’ll ask young people to work____
to help control pollution and recycle tion programs for young children, tutor 
waste, to paint darkened buildings and -............ i~"1
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What They Might Do

Participants will would help health­
care providers administer immuniza-

illiterates, teach recreational pro-
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AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

A Call to Service

T
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Bomb in New Ibrk

s

il
I

Lsfjinjgton post
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I
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I

from the government, to further his education. 
Repayment would be contingent on postgraduate . 
income, or graduates could opt to perform national 
service to defray their debt. In this way, the adminis­
tration hopes to expand opportunity and cut down on 
defaults.

The national service project would begin small, 
with a summer pilot, but end big. The president has 
requested $7.4 billion over the next four years, by

!

i

The speech also served as a reorientation to the based on need or lottery? Nor has anyone deter-
govemment’s student aid programs. The administra- mined the precise value of the national service to be

eljc Wasfjuu

HOCKINGl^ND horrible as it was, the explo identified as a major security loophole. While the 
7.— £________ -____ - ' ’ . ‘ 7------- “ "----- “ *k?

a response todo theVgend of New Yorkproud. Trade Center and at many other public places will 
^.7., .„w, 7._ 7 , have to review the balance that must always be

ladem climbed "up long stairs while towe£ occupants struck between the conflicting demands of openness

After each major terrorist incident, somebody 
observes that America has lost its innocence. This is

HP HAT WAS a rousing speech President Clin-
I ton gave yesterday on national service. It was

JL less an introduction to a new government
program than a reintroduction to an older ethic. 1 he
American community has splintered apart, Mr. Clin­
ton says. Service to one’s country, in one’s country,
can repair it. He spoke of a dedicated Chilian corps
that would tutor students, paint buildings, immunize
children, pick up trash, befriend the aged. These - „„ „„„ , ,
mostly young “agents of renewal” would change the which time he hopes 100,000 people will be partici- 
country “block by block, neighborhood by neighbor- pating.
hood ” This is a vision Mr. Clinton can’t let go of. While the big picture is clear, tlie details are not. 
Who can fault his idealism and optimism for attempt- Eligibility has not been determined for students or 
ing to do in the 1990s what the GI Bill and the Peace programs. What if there are more applicants for a 
Corps did in earlier eras? specific program than slots? Would acceptance be

classroom be worth $5,000 or $10,000? Clearly not 
all student debts would be forgiven. And cost is a 
wild card, particularly when no one knows how many 

ao .... ------------------------- will choose service over repayment Won’t such a
Parents and their children are now forced to bear plan add to the already substantial subsidy of higher 

more c. —------- --- t---------------- , ------
cause grants can no longer match ever-rising tu- become part of the deal? 
itions. Defaults drain the Treasury of billions every Tl._.i r :r ■“J k .. .

yCMr. Clinton would simplify the system while people’s partnership with their government. But

would have the chance to borrow nwney, directly discussion has got to deepen.

f

sion under the World Trade Center brought out hunt for the perpetrators goes on, authorities at the

The public safety pros, not least the firemen who,
1______ . „ ‘
clambered down, performed heroically. The tens of and security.,
thousands of occupants coolly organized their own
relief. The human toll—at least five dead and a
thousand injured—was painful, the toll in destruction nonsense. As fortunately situated as most Americans
and dislocation substantial. But if any perpetrators are, they are not strangers to the stresses and
thought they could not just create a mess but vulnerabilities of a modem society—a society that
demoralize a city, they were confounded. By yester- has been engaged internationally for most of the
day, it was possible to start resuming crucial work century. Terrorism is one more form of a familiar
operations. New York, a city defined in recent years condition of violence. Not that terrorism, with its
by the blows it has absorbed, slogged on. political or ideological purpose, random civihan vic-

Apparently the explosion was caused by a car tims and, often, foreign instigation, lacks its own ]

bomb composed of a widely available material like fearsome aspect. But President Clinton was juite
dynamite, as distinguished from the plastic associat- right to advise the country not to “overreact.” 1 he
ed with international terrorism. Yet the assembling police and intelligence are at work. Citizens can
and placing of the bomb, which knocked out sensitive cooperate in supporting reasonable precautions. The
lighting, power and communications, showed the potential for terrorism may be great in this country,
sophistication of whoever did it. The underground but the actual practice of it has so far been mercifully
garage where the bomb went off had earlier been slight, notwithstanding the bomb in New York.

I
I

tion would like to make it easier for students to pay performed. Would, two^years of service^in, a 
for college by replacing a financing system that is
both complicated and expensive. Subsidized, guaran­
teed loans administered by banks have come to
replace grants as the primary form of assistance.

of the cost of post-secondary education be- education, when stipends, health care and child care

There is an undeniable appeal to the president's 
year call. It’s good to hear a renewed emphasis on the

Mr. Clinton would simplify the system while people’s partnership with their government. But can 
changing its philosophical underpinnings. Everyone such a civic compact meet a budget compact? I he
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with him later in the summer 
for a youth service summit
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rocket if interest is high.
► The amount of tuition cov­

ered remains undecided. Pro­
gram director Eli Segal sug­
gested the total would be 
around the $6,300 average debt 
now rolled up by students.

To kick off the program, 
Clinton proposed spending $15 
million this summer to create 
1,000 public service jobs. Stu-

PISCATAWAY, NJ. - Pres­
ident Clinton Monday detailed 
his plan to provide college aid 
for all, paid back at low-inter­
est rates or by working at pub­
lic service jobs.

Speaking at Rutgers Univer­
sity here and later on MTV, 
Ginton proposed spending $7.4 
billion over four years to fulfill 
a central campaign promise.

The plan would be open to 
any student, regardless of in­
come, to pay for college or job 
training Students could work 
first and earn credits, or attend 
school and repay by:
► Working one or two years 

in public service jobs. They 
would get a small stipend with 
health and child care benefits.
► Making payments. The 

loans would be repaid as a per­
centage of income, rather than 
a flat rate, to encourage stu­
dents to take lower-paying pub­
lic service positions.

Clinton told students: “I 
came here to ask you to join 
me in a great national adven­
ture" that “will change Ameri­
ca forever, and for the better."

He unveiled the program 
I with all the pomp of a major 
; presidential decree. He timed 
1 it to coincide with the 32nd an­

niversary of the creation of the 
Peace Corps, and borrowed 
heavily from John F. Kennedy. 

“For many in my own gener­
ation, the summons to citizen­
ship and service came on this 
day, 32 years ago," he said. 

Unresolved:
► By 1997, the plan would 

cover tuition and job stipends 
for 100,000. Costs could sky-
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president of Rutgers m July 1990 He came to New Jersey from Tulane University in New

Research, Dr. Lawrence stresses, strengthens the leaching aspect of the university
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Orleans, where he was academic vice president and provost and dean of the Graduate School

As president of Rutgers, Dr. Lawrence heeds one of the major state university systems 

INTRODUCTION FOR DR. FRANCIS L LAWRENCE 

President of Rutgers, the State University

It is my honor to introduce Dr. Francis L. Lawrence, president of Rutgers, the State

University of New Jersey
Nationally recognized as a leading educator. Dr. Lawrence was named the 18th

in the nation. Rutgers enrolls more than 4g,000 students on campuses in Camden. Newark 

and New Brunswick.
He has assumed the presidency at a particularly challenging time. The recession has 

Rutoers News Service • Alexander Johnston Hall • New Brunswick • New Jersey 089C3 
■' 9C8/932-7084 • FAX: 908/932-8412

imposed severe financial constraints on Rutgers. But despite reductions in state funding, Dr. 

Lawrence has renewed the university’s commitment to provide high-quahty undergraduate 

education to the state's increasingly diverse population,

Dr. Lawrence has called for a more balanced emphasis upon both teaching and

research.
because il enables faculty to transmit the cutting edge of knowledge to their students. 

Under his leadership, Rutgers has made significant progress in improving its support 

for undergraduate education. Teaching Excellence Centers and Learning Resource Centers are

being created on every campus. In addition, a university-wide review of the undergraduate 

curriculum is in progress.
At the same time. Dr. Lawrence has said the university must extend its service mission 

in broader grass-roots programs for schools, private employers, professionals and government 

agencies.
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and define policies affecting the premier research institutions in the United States

December 1992
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received the Outstanding Faculty-Staff award presented by the Rutgers-New

Brunswick University College Governing Association

scholar in his field and earned promotion to the highest professorial rank in 1971. He is the 

author of the book "Moliere: The Comedy of Unreason/ has edited three collections of

in 1959. He earned a doctorate in French classical literature from Tulane in 1962.

In the years that followed, Dr. Lawrence established an international reputation as 

given

1990-91, he

.2-

is a native of Woonsocket, Rhode Island, and received a

essays, and has published a long list of articles, bibliographies, and reviews in American and 

European scholarly books and journals.
At Tulane he chaired the Department of French and Italian, served as acting dean of

Newcomb College, and accepted positions of increasing administrative responsibility as 

assistant vice president for academic affairs, as deputy provost, and. finally, as chief academic 

officer of the university.
On the national level. Dr. Lawrence is a former president and vice president of the 

Association of Graduate Schools of the Association of American Universities, which helps to 

shape issues

and Canada.
Among his many honors, Dr. Lawrence was decorated Chevalier de 1'ordie des Palmes 

academiques by the French government in 1977. He received the John H Stibbs award, 

given by the Tulane Student Senate for outstanding service to students, m 1977 and 1985 In

Please join me in extending a warm welcome to our distinguished speaker. Dr. Francis 

L. Lawrence

Tiiis Renaissance man
bachelor's degree in French and Spanish from Saint Louis University in St. Louis, Missouri 
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And still a generation earlier in the Great Depression, 
President Roosevelt gave two-and-a-half million young people the 
chance to suport themselves by protecting our forests, beaches, 
rivers and parks. The Civilian Conservation Corps didn't just 
restore our natural environment; it rekindled our national spirit.

Two hundred years later, our nation is still young, 
still exciting. And it is still an experiment — r 
experience and enlightened by the knowledge that it 
but all human beings who are created equal.

A generation earlier, Harry Truman's GI Bill of rights honored 
the service of veterans by giving them the opportunity to buy a 
home, a farm or a business — and, even more importantly, the 
chance for education or job training. Thanks to the GI Bill, more 
than 8 million veterans got advanced education. And half a century 
later the legacy of the GI bill is the great middle class.

Thirty-two years ago today, President Kennedy created the 
Peace Corps, and with Sargent Shriver and Harris Wofford called my 
generation to serve. Young people in 1961 heard the call — and 
changed the way they look at themselves and the world.

A
Let us forge ahead with Lincoln, and become the pioneers of 

an America where men and women of every race and religion work 
together to lift up our country.

But even when hundreds of thousands of us are serving, I want 
all of us to keep the pioneering spirit of these first months. 
Because national service is an old idea that will make America new 
again.

It has happened before.
Americans have used service to reinvent America, 

and rediscovered — how honoring service 
responsibility is the best investment America can make.

ether again ai
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w^eteb’with f
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1776, 
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___________ „ tiaQ&^other, <___ ______ 1__ _ L
democracy x/HZf K Ik .

Today, 31 years after President Kennedy created the Peace 
Corps and 217 years since our Founders created our country, I call 
on each of you here today, and all those across our land, young at 
age and young at heart, to found America again.

Let us pledge to each other our lives and fortunes and honor.

Years before that, in the midst ofd the Civil War, President 
Lincoln signed into law two visionary programs that helped America 
come together again and grow stronger than ever

M . - ** ,

And go back—to the day our nation jwas born, 'Wlrerr our
Founders wrotrfel "with faith in divine providencewe mutually pledge 

to each other our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor." < 
July 4, |776, in^ tlje excitement of youth and with the dftgpEit
coiimri LiueirV to tiaO&^other, our Founders created our experiment in

776,



So let us all become great, and let us all serve.

Let us remember one hero of my generation. President Kennedy, 
and restore the excitement, youth, and heroism that are America.

Let us go forward with Roosevelt, 
persistent experimentation.

Let us heed Harry Truman, and build our middle class again by 
rewarding those who serve.

And let us honor another member of our civic pantheon, Martin 
Luther King, who reminded us that "everyone can be great, because 
everyone can serve."

and renew our bold.
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Whether they agree with my plan or not, people are saying the 
same thing to me: We care about our future — our future together 
— and we care about each other. We've had enough drift and enough 
politics as usual. We're ready to do whatever it takes to get our 
country back on track.

They pressed for a campaign that was about the issues. They 
participated in the political process and turned out to vote in 
record numbers. And now they've created the most spirited and 
honest discussion of our economic future in my lifetime.

I pledge to you today that government will do its part. Of all 
the investments in my economic program, none is more important than 
encouraging our young people to ennoble their country and improve 
their lives through seasons of service, starting with this 

summer....

In the last year, I've criss-crossed our country, from New 
Brunswick to New Mexico and New Jersey to Nevada. And from my 
travels and my talks with the American people, I've reached one 
wonderful conclusion: Americans have pledged themselves back to 
America.

I think my economic plan will help do the job. It will create 
new jobs, invest in our people's future, and bring the deficit 
down.

Government has to do its part in supporting service, so I also 
face a challenge. But mine is simpler than yours. Your challenge 
is to take responsibility' and .help solve the pressing problems of 
our day. My challenge is)*to government do what government does
best: and that isAsupport the good work that people do; to Ruppert 

~-ii epprgy and idealism and hope; and €0 offer you the^ 1

r futures, battle our country's problems, and 
gether.

[insert 3 paragraphs from p. 
morning...”]

That is why I know my challenge will not go unanswered. And 
is this: I challenge all of the American people — and 

especially our young people — to act on your idealism; not only 
to pledge yourselves, but to give of yourselves to your country; 
and not only to take control of your own lives, but to take 
responsibility for your communities, and for your country.

But while my economic plan can summon tremendous resources to 
tackle our problems, these are nothing compared to the 
resourcefulness of the American people.
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National Service Location Schedule for March 1, 1993

Topic Slant Contact(s)City SitePublic Figure CS Group

New BrunswickPresident Clinton Rutgers

EnvironmentMadison WCCVP Gore

HealthcareFirst Lady Wash. DC

Richmond HomelessnessGoreMrs.

EnvironmentBabbitt DurhamSec.
Forest

Reich Labor/BostonSec.

AgricultureBaltimoreSec. Espy

RadioCisnerosSec.

SpeechSec. Pena

RadioShalalaSec.

o
Homelessness

Wisconsin
Conservation
Corps

Emergency
Shelter

Service
Corps

Youth
Build

Civic
Works

Nat'l Assc
Counties

Liz Arky
708-3161

Ned Ertle
366-5552

Stephanie
StreetX7560

Carol Florman
208-3477

Joel Berg
720-4623

Univ of
Richmond

Sick Childrens DC 
Hospital

Mary Beth
Donahue X6640

Avis Lavelle
690-8204

Milan Verveer
456-6266

National
Service

Health Care/
Children

Empowerment
of Localities

Adult
Lit.

Steve Dominico
Apprenticeship 219-8271

Clemmons State Durham
Cnsrvtn
Corps

Tony Wilson
456-4245
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720-4623

Ned Ertle
366-5552

Homelessness
GJ

I

Stephanie
StreetX7560

Liz Arky
708-3161

Univ of
Richmond

Mary Beth
Donahue X6640

Sick Childrens DC 
Hospital

Milan Verveer
456-6266

Avis Lavelle
690-8204

Carol Florman
208-3477

Health Care/
Children

Empowerment
of Localities

Steve Dominico
Apprenticeship 219-8271

Tony Wilson
456-4245

Clemmons State Durham
Cnsrvtn
Corps

Adult
Lit.



National Service Location Schedule for March 1, 1993

Topic Slantcity Site Contact(3)Public Figure CS Group

New BrunswickPresident Clinton Rutgers

EnvironmentMadison WCCVP Gore

First Lady HealthcareWash. DC
Hospital

Richmond HomelessnessMrs. Gore

EnvironmentBabbitt DurhamSec.

Steve DominicoReich BostonSec.

Baltimore AgricultureSec. Espy

Cisneros Radio HomelessnessSec.

SpeechPenaSec.

RadioShalalaSec.

Wisconsin
Conservation
Corps

Emergency
Shelter

Nat'l Assc
Counties

Civic
Works

Cnsrvtn
Corps

Youth
Build

Ned Ertle
366-5552

Stephanie
StreetX7560

Carol Florman
208-3477

Liz Arky
708-3161

Joel Berg
720-4623

Univ of 
Richmond

Sick Childrens DC
Service
Corps

Labor/
Apprenticeship 219-8271

Milan Verveer
456-6266

Avis Lavelle
690-8204

Tony Wilson
456-4245

Empowerment
of Localities

Mary Beth
Donahue X6640

Nation/!)!
Service

Health Care/
Children

Adult
Lit.

Clemmons State Durham
Forest
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PRE5mE.,"T CLL'ITO� RETL'RNS TO MTV 
TO C� Sl"PPORT FOR YOUTH PROGRAM 

MTV ,-i:ws L' ttlt\ U:W WITH nu: PRESIDE.VT ITT Gm J(';H'N 
PLA�S FOR SATIO�AL vourn SERVICE 

Sew York. SY. Feor.;.ry ;6, !993 ·· ?resuie.nt Bill Clintor. ren;ms 10 MTV on �we:,
l to ,LUI J'JPPOft fro"' the yout.'\ of Amoriea. MTV News' Tabitha Somi will�
•1th President Clinton MXXlt tus plans for national yout.lt service. The intavteW wiJ air
c ! 1 :W™ on Monday �crun, u par. cf a 30-rrunutc MTV �ews specW. ·isu:
Cmtc,n: Your F•Jt'J�. Hu Pl111 .•

·aill C: r,co,,· Y.:,ur ru�.irc. H,, Plan• will include highli,hts of :he Pre&1dent'1 q,eec,
at Ruticn uruvenity out.:runc ha niuon1l youth service proeram and of his ,isit to a
Sew Jn,ey educaaon-bAXC comrr:u. .. Jty sc:-.-,cc cc.,tcr. Tl'le program will a:w tile a
m� ,., Tile "l1unry of >·OUlh proarams iJt L'le United States. and tel students' rcactioru
to t.ie plans Preadmt Cliiton has set fon.'l.

S<.'ren's Lita",cw wl!l :a�e p� an :he Rutgers U:iiversity campus. She will (<Xl;s en 
w!,ar the pw, mea.,s !er �rouni ;,eople and dUl:uss Clinton's comnutment to the youtr. 
of -'nwnca 

-�•II Cl:t\ton: YO\.r f'utJ�. H� P:.&z1· "'ill 1cyeat on MTV on Tu�y. Mucr. : at
I: 00:"ioon a1K1 1 O:OOP�1.

'-ITV: �t:SIC T'ELE\1SIOS, � d1v.11on of Via.com in1m,,-rion�I !nr .. own� and 
opcnta t.'lrea bu.: �le klev111on nciworis - MTV: MUSIC TEI..EvlSlON, VH-1. 
ar-a NlLA.t.1-OUfO�/NlC� 11 !"ITTl!. all of v.hich arc rqhtc=n:J awlcuwb uf MTV 
SEn'OllXS. 

For :nore inf orna.::ion :>l ale con txt: 

euo:c Rot-�ruon 
Se11.u< Vu;c Pn:sukilt. t.nv r� Itclations 
{:'I�) !5!-1760 

T .. ,a u..rt.>s 

Du�. MTV Provim P:J:>!1c:t) 
,:1:) :58 �� 

,., • .,.....,., ............ , ,oa:,e 
, -.., ... .__. •i�•""''"�'Al• •�•,"'•�. 
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BACKGROUNDER ON
PRESIDENT'S NATIONAL SERVICE INITIATIVE

Timing, The’President will submit his legislation to Congress 
soon.

Funding. The President has requested $7.4 billion over the next 
four years for the second part of the national service
initiative. The funding level rises each year, to $3.4 billion in 
1997, because this initiative aims to support the growing work of 
America's communities — not overwhelm it. Funding starts at $400 
million next year.

Two parts. The legislation has two parts. One part will enable 
young people to pay back their student loans as a small 
percentage of their income over time, enabling them to take 
essential public service jobs that accomplish much but somethimes 
pay relatively little. The other part will create opportunities 
for young people to serve our country and help pay for college in 
return.

Number of Participants. The numbers will reflect the enthusiasm 
of the American people and the ingenuity of our communities in 
developing solid ways to put our people's energy to work. By 
1997, we believe there could be more than 100,000 young people 
paying for post-secondary education by serving their country.

Eligibility and benefits. Students before, during and after 
college will be eligible to serve for a year or two, and in 
return get a small stipend, health and child care benefits where 
necessary, and an educational benefit to pay for college or job 
training. [Note: This is the service-for-benefits option; anyone 
who needs an income-contingent loan will be eligible to get it.'.

Activities, The program aims to meet unmet needs in critical 
areas. It is not job training. Young people will be able to serve 
as teachers in schools where kids need extra help; in clinics in 
areas where people need medical care; in the police force, 
keeping criminals off the streets and kids out of gangs; and in 
an enviroBaental corps, recycling waste and stopping pollution.

Administration, The program will be non-bureaucratic, using 
venture capital to support entrepreneurs and public-private 
partnerships to support growing programs. States and local 
organizations will be given the opportunity to design innovative 
ways to meet identified national priorities.

Nondisplacement. The legislation will include strict 
nondisplacement and nonduplication provisions. National service 
will only meet needs that are not otherwise being met.
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National Service Schedule for March 1, 1993 (updated noon 3/1) 

Public Figure 

President Clinton 
1:00 Speech 

VP Gore 
1:00 town mtg 

Sec. Shalala 
2:30 

Mrs. Gore 
10:15 tour 

Sec. Babbitt 
8:30 

Sec. Espy 
;J/2 

Sec. Cisneros 

Sec. Shalala 
morning 

City 

New Brunswick 

Madison 

Wash. DC 

Durham 
Forest 

Boston 

Radio 

Radio 

site 

Rutgers 

cs Group Topic Slant Contact(s) 

Adult 
Lit. 

Wisconsin wee 

Conservation 
) Corps { ,l/, b {• �r/1,, • · 

Sick Childrens DC 
Hospital Service 

St. Joseph's 
Villa 

Corps 

Univ of 
Richmond 

Clemmons State Durham 
Cnsrvtn 
Corps 

Howard Uiniv. 

Youth 
Build 

Speech 

Dallas, Albq. Denver 
Fresno, Portland 

Nat'l Assc 
Counties 

Madison,Detroit 
Minn,NBruns,Milwk 

National 
Service 

Environment 

Healthcare 

Homelessness 

Environment 

S t e p h a n i e
streetX7560 

C T8-n��ilson /� 
1'!�6-4245 . c.' 
w· I -? 2" w '

- � , , - 1 1 .7 r , , ) . ., 

Milall Verveitr 
456-6266

(�I, a :., ,
Y_ i�th l , If

Donahue X6640 
..-:; i /' 1 

� - rr , 
�ol Florman · 
208-3477

... f • / 

. . LA1
Labor/ Steve Dominico 
Apprenticeship 219-8271 

Homelessness 

Empowerment 
of Localities 

Health Care/ 
Children 

Joel Berg 
720-4623

Liz Arky ( l- 1'1 1 

708-3161

Ned Ertle
366-5552

L-M 

Avis Lavelle/� 
690-JlJQ4 -

1t5J

, \ 


