






































The “National Service’ Boondoggle ./

By Douc Banoow
Paclillst William James hated war but
ed Its trult. In 1910, he penned words
at have become well-nigh immonal
1ling lor a “'moral equlvalent ol war*
mcn “the martial virtwes™ would be m'
ilcated In young men in peacetime. “‘Our

lded youths would be dralted oll,”" he
rute, ‘'lu get Wi otuldisliness knocked

it of them. and lo come back into soclety
ith healthier sympathies and soberer
eas.”

James’s vision became the fount of a
st of contradictory proposals involving
ilitary conscnption, universal civilian
rvice and voluntary programs. The lat-
t ja Prosident Clinton's plan, unvelled at
tgers yesterday. to provide as many as
0.000 students with two years of college
ition for every year of service in a gov-
Tment-approved job.

Mr. Clinton’s program is nothing new.
1988, the Democratic Leadership Coun-
l. to which he belonged. proposed a mas-
ve Citizens Corps" of young people.
e program was premised on alleged
mencan decadence, self-absorption and
Ifishness, inflamed dunng the **decade
greed.'* as the 1960s were dubbed.

Candidate Clinton was oo interested

being elected president to cnticize po-
nual voters in these terins, however.
e used more positive rhetoric to propose
lowing 250,000 or more people to woc"
f their student loans through govern-
ent service. Delicit concerns have
wused the administration to propose
arting with a pilot program, to be ex-
inded over time. Still, Mr. Clinton said
 his radio address last Saturday that he
timately wants to reach “*hundreds of
jousands of students.*

Service seems so obviously a good
ing that many people automatically em-
race politicians who use the phrase ‘‘na-
onal service.” The basic question, how-
er, 1s service to whom? Proposals lor
itional service assume that citizens are
sponsible not to each other but to the
ate. Even voluntary programs like Mr.
inton’s imply a umty ol society and
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state, with work for the latter equated to
sorvice ta the furmer,
Opputtinitles for genuine service
abound. Roughly 80 million people now
artleinAle N mwne valunieor Bllivilles.
Rtucn more could be done, 6! Course. But
the remedy is pot yet another federal pro-

am.

3 Another blas held by natlonal-service
advocates is that ““public’* service is in-
herently better than pnivate service. What
makes shelving books In a library more
laudable or valuable than stocking shelves
in a bookstore? Private-sector workers-—
health-care prolessionais. medical and
scientific researchers. business entrepre-
neurs and inventors, antists—provide
enormous public benefts.

Moreover. the implementation prob-
lems are dizzywng. Mr. Clinton said that
he would not allow any job displacement,
which would prevent participants from
perforining the most valuable work. Any
job that could possibly be handled by a
union member would have to be excluded
to avoid unremitting labor opposition.

More important, what work would par-
ticipants do? Today the Peace Corps and
Vista. along with the more than 60 state
and local programs. involve only some
18,000 people. How would we employ
150,000, 250,000. 500.000 or more people?

They would meet ‘‘unmet social
needs.” national-service advocates re-
spond. But as long as human waats are
unlimited. the real number of ‘‘unmet’
social (as well as business) “‘needs’’ Is in-
finite. It s meaningless to talk about mil-
lions of “‘unmet’’ needs: and since labor is
not a [ree resource, it would be even more
foolish to try to satisly all of them.

The key to the national service debate
is opportunity costs. Paying young people
to shelve library books requires forgoing
both whatever else could be done w1th the
money they are paid and whatever else
the participants would do. Indeed, the
Clinton program would delay the entry of
hundreds of thousands ol people into
higher educational studles and the work
force. There is no reasoa o assume that a

Notable & Quotable'”

A terronist explaining how he selects
a target in Joseph Conrad's 1907 novel
*'The Sectel Agent*':

This is what you should try for. An at-
'mpt upon a crowned head or on a presi-
ent is sensational enough in a way, but
otsomuch as it used to be. It has entered
ito the general conception of the exis-
nce of all chiefs of state. It's almost con-
sntional—especially since so many presi-
:nts have been assassinated. Now let us
ke an outrage upon—say a church. Hor-
sle enough at first sight. no doubt, and

t not so effective as a person of an ordi-

ry mind might think. No matter how

o
revolutionary arnd anarchist in inception,
there would be fools enaugh o give such
an outrage the character of a religious
manifestaton. And that would detract
from the especial alarming significance
we wish to give to the act. A murderous at-
tempt on a restaurant or a theatre would
suffer in the same way from the sugges-
tion of non-political passion; the exaspera-
tion of a hungry man, an act of social re-
venge. . . . A bomb outrage to have any in-
fluence on public opinion now must go be-
yond the intention of vengeance or
terronsm. It must be purely destructive. It
must be that, and only that.

dollar going to national sarvice will ylold
mare benefits than an additional dollar
spent on medical research, technological
innovation or any number of other pht:
poses, anm and publig,

Another problem involves the mill-

tary. The end of the Cold War ha1
slawed recruiting. leroviding education

benefits. long an important military ve-
hicle for attracting college-capable
youth. for civilian work may hinder re-
cruiting for what remains the most [un-
damental forin of national service—de-
fending the country.

Stll. what of the senous problems con-
fronting us? In many instsnces the gov-
emment bars effective private responses.
Minimum wage laws [orbid the hinng ol
dedicated but unskilled people and inhibit
rehabilitation programs, like that run by
the Salvation Army. restrictions on para-
transit operations limit pnvate trans-
portation for the disabled.

In any case. only narrowly targeted re-
sponses—attracting a few thousand extra
caregivers for the tenninally ill, for in-
stance—are likely to work. The pervasive
fraud and waste endemic to ‘‘public ser-
vice'' programs like CETA hardly augur
well for yet another large-scale federal el-
fort at social engineering.

Further. imagine the bureaucracy nec-
essary todecide what jobs constitute *‘ser-
vice." Who would sort through union ob-
Jections to ‘‘unfalr competition,” match
hundreds of thousands of participants to
individual posts and monitor the quality of
people's work? Consider the disastrous
mess made of the student loan prugram
by the Education Department: not sur-
pnsingly, the Congressional Research
Service has warned that the government
cannol admwnister the program as elfi-
cently as the private sector. An unwieldy
bureaucracy enforcing the controls that
inevitably follow federal money is not
likely to promote inexpensive and innova-
tive solutions to human needs.

Even worse. federal involvement is
likely to politicize private humanitarian
acuvities. Congressmen oppose efforts to
close local government offices: interest
groups twist social programs to their ben-
efit; l1abor unions block proposals to con-
tract out work. Imagine the likely Infight-
ing over a program involving the services
ol hundreds of thousands ol young peo-
ple. What, for instance, will Mr. Chinton
say when the Democratic Panty's favorite
political. sexual and social lobbies, like
Act Up and Planned Parenthood, come
caliing to demand ‘‘their’’ quotas of ser-
vice workers?

Finally, money has to be an fissue
when the president is calling for massive
tax hikes. The administration 18 initially
proposing to spend 39.5 billion over [live
years. but the costs could escalate
quickly. Providing participants with two
years ol school for every year of work
means that they will earn more than

A}
900,000 ~gay, $10,000 In tuttion \
and S20.000-plus 1h salaw and\
beneflts —for "scrvmf two yea.r‘
nver Do Willjan (GF 180,800 ‘partieipy
fiol Coutiling the eosts of the federal\

reaucracy necessary to manage the pn

aram;

Alas, Mr. Clinton's scheme wou
likely end up no bargain. It would expar
federal power, politicize the Independe:
sector, increase an already nightmaris
deficit and siphon tens of thousands
young people out of productive pnivate I.
bor and into make-work projects.

What we need Instend is a renewe
commitment to Individual service—som
part-time, some full-time; some throug
the family, some through churches an
some through civic groups. America’
strength is its combination of humanitar
fan impulses, private association and di
versity. Which is why we should keep the
*'national’ out of service.

Mr. Bandow is a fellow at the Cato Insti
tute. He s the author of “"Human Resources
and Defense Manpouwer, ' published by Na-
tional Defense University.
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PRESIDENT CLINTON RETURNS TO MTV
TO GALIN SUPPORT FOR YOUTH PROGRAM

MTV NEWS INTERVTEW WITH THE PRESIDENT RIGRHT IGHTS

PLANS FOR NATIONAL YOUTH SERVICE

New York, NY, Febroary 26, 1993 -- Presudent Bill Clintor retumns 10 MTV on March
| 1o gun suppoert from the youth of America. MTV News' Tabitha Soren will talk
with President Clinton about his plans for national youth service. The interview wil air

2 11:0UPM on Monday everung as part of 2 30-munute MTV News special, “Bil

Cunion: Your Future. His Plan.”

“Bull Cirton: Your Muturc. His Man® will inciude highlights of :he President’s spaecn
at Rutgen Universty ou'zrung his national youth service program and of his visit to a
New Jersey educalion-dbasec community service ceater. ‘the program will a:50 ake a
lanke at the manry of youth programs in the Uniled States. and get students’ reactions

to the plans Premdent Clinton has set {orth.

Scren’s 1atenview will ake place on the Rutgers University campus. She wail focus on
what the plan means fcr voung peopie and Jdiscuss Clinton's comnutment to the youtn

of Amenca

"Ml Cllnen: Your Putare, His Par™ wiii sepeat on MTV on Tuesdav, Marct 2 at

1-.90Noor ana 10:00PM.

\MTV: MUSIC TELEVISION, a div.sion of Viacom [ntemational Inc., owne and

operates thres basxc cadble televiion networks ~ MTV: MUSIC TELEVISION, VH-1,
ard NIUKELODEON/NICK 13 NTTE, all of which are registaal tradeniarks of MTV

NETWORKS.

For more informaion olease contact:

Caro.e Robtinson
Secawr Vice Pravident, MTV Pross Relations
(212) 258%-8760

Ta Exarhos
Duector. MTV Program Pudic:ty

(213) 2883727
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National Service Schedule for March 1,

Public Figure

City

President Clinton
1:00 Speech

Crvlehe/g:30

M ]

VP Gore Madison
1:00 town mtg
Sec. Shalala Wash. DC
2:30
- ';
/|\‘\;I t ¥
Mrs. Gore Rlchmond
10:15 tour
Sec. Babbitt Durham
8:30 Forest
o "Jr’{’ 5 ;)
Sec. Reich Boston
& F\""Lg o™,

Sec. Espy -) ) Wash DC
3/2
Sec. Cisneros Radio

5"5 F’Hdlu(_f 0‘% (,A Fal ek .; 7
ec. Pena /.. lcwy Speech
10:00 Fledass sty ten via 4y
Sec. Shalala Radio
morning

New Brunswick

1993 (updated noon 3/1)

Topic Slant

Site CS Group
Rutgers Adult
Lit.
Wisconsin WCC
Conservation =
!
Corps (,J,bp‘rm\g)
Sick Childrens DC
Hospital Service
Corps
St. Joseph's Univ of
Villa Richmond

Clemmons State Durham
Cnsrvtn

Corps
Youth
Build
Howard Univ. Speech
Dallas, Albg. Denver
Fresno, Portland

Nat'l Assc
Counties

Madison,Detroit
Minn,NBruns,Milwk

National
Service

Environment

Healthcare

Contact(s)

Stephanie

StreetX7560

i

Tgﬁpuhilson qé&%;

7 6-4245 'Clr ‘
’Cl, e 7/'?‘/ b b 1!

(. l.‘
Milan-Verveer (
456-6266

d/

Homelessness <M§ry geth Lt“

Environment

Labor/
Apprenticeship

Homelessness
Empowerment
of Localities

Health Care/
Children

Donahue X6640

‘_J(\”

tfﬂ&:‘o Cf‘iorman

208-3477

P - |
Steve Domilnico
219-8271

Joel Berg
720-4623

Liz Arky ( ¢M
708-3161

(‘.'
Ned Ertle LI
366-5552

Avis Lavelle /ﬁjtz
690-8204—

783



