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has seen 

SUBJECT: L e t t e r from the President t o Prime M i n i s t e r Jean-
Luc Dehaene 

Attached i s a message from the President t o Prime M i n i s t e r 
Dehaene of Belgium requesting t h a t he maintain h i s forces i n 
Somalia through March of 1994. 

Concurrences by: Jenonne Walker, Susa^LRice' 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you authorize the dispatch of the message t o Prime M i n i s t e r 
Dehaene on behalf of the President. 

Approve < ^ Dl sapprove 

Attachments 
Tab I L e t t e r t o Prime M i n i v e r Dehaene 

DECLASSiFiED E.O. 13526 
While House Guidelines. 
September ll, 2006 

By ^JL^NARA, Date^^i/^ / 11 

Declassify on: OADR 



Withdrawal/Redaction Marker 
Clinton Library 

DOCUMENT NO. 
AND I YPE 

SUBJECTATITLE DATE RESTRICTION 

OOlb. draft [Draft of 00la] (1 page) 10/00/1993 Pl/b(l) 

COLLECTION: 
Clinton Presidential Records 
National Security Council 
Transnational Threats (Clarke, Richard) 
OA/l3o\ Number: 2986 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Peacekeeping - Haiti and Soinalia (1993 and 1994) [loose] [9] 

2012-0659-F 
ke4l9l 

Presidential Records Act - |44 U.S.C. 2204(a)| 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Freedom of Information Aet • |5 U.S.C. S52(b)| 

PI National Security Classified Inforniation 1(a)(1) of the PRA| 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office 1(a)(2) of the PRA| 
PJ Release would violate a Federal statute 1(a)(3) of the PRA| 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or conTidential commercial or 

finaneial information 1(a)(4) of the PRJ \ \ 
PS Release would diselose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between sueh advisors |a)(5) of the PRA| 
Pf) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy |(a)(f>) of the PRA| 

C. Closed in accordance with reslriclions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record niisHle defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document wil l be reviewed upon request. 

b( I ) National security classined information 1(b)(1) of the FOIA| 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency |(b)(2) of the FOIA| 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute 1(b)(3) of the FOIAj 
b(4) Release would diselose trade secrets or eonndential or financial 

information 1(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy 1(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes 1(b)(7) of the FOIA| 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions 1(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells 1(b)(9) of the FOIA] 



8058 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. O.C. 20506 

October 18, 1993 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM H. ITOH 

FROM: RICHARD A. fIjLARKE 

SUBJECT: State Proposed Testimony on U.S. M i l i t a r y -
P a r t i c i p a t i o n i n UN Operations i n Somalia 

Attached a t Tab I i s a response t o an OMB request f o r views on 
State proposed testimony on U.S. m i l i t a r y p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n UN 
operations i n Somalia. 

Concurrences by: Randj^Beers, Jeremy Rosner, Susa^Hice, 
Jenntre^^^^^rd ^ 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memo at Tab I t o Ronald Peterson. 

Attachments 
Tab I Memo to OMB 
Tab I I Incoming from OMB 



8058 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR RONALD K. PETERSON 

FROM: WILLIAM H. ITOH 

SUBJECT: State Proposed Testimony on U.S. M i l i t a r y 
P a r t i c i p a t i o n i n UN Operations i n Somalia 

The NSC concurs on the subject document. 



1-1: 22 Of'lB LF 001 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PREBIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAQEMENT AND BUDOET 

Washington, D.C. 20503 

October 18, 19)3 

LEOISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM 
LRM #M-7eO 

TO: Legialativo Liaison Officer -

NSC - William H. Itoh - (202) 395-3723 -,'̂ 9 
STATE - Julia C. Norton -_C202)647-4463;-|225 

FROM: RONALD K. PETERSON (forW 
Assistant Director for Ldgislative Referenb^ 

OMB CONTACT: Daniel COSTELLO (39S-4570) 
i 

SUBJECT: DEFENSE proposed Testimony on U.S. Military 
Participation in U.N. Operations in Somalia 

DEADLINEi 5:00 P.M., Today, October 18, 1993 

COMMENTS: IC you do not respond by the deadline, we will 
assume that your agency has no oomment. 

OMB requests the views of your agency on the above subject ^efore. 
advising on its relationship to the program of the President, in 
accordance with OMB Circular A-19. i 

Please advise us i f this item will affect direct spending 
receipts for purposes of the the "Pay-As-You-Go" provisions!of 
Title XIII of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990̂  

CC: ' I 
D. Costello I 
B. sasser I 
T. Davis 
J. Palmieri 
H. Paster 



10/13/93 14: 23 UflE LREi/RE'I MG2 

LRM i'M-780 

RBSPONSB TO LEOISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM 

I f your response to this request for views is simple (e.g.,; 
concut/no comment) we prefer that you respond by faxing us this 
respohse sheet. I f the response is simple and you prefer t ^ 
call,:please c a l l the branch-wide line shown below (NOT the 
analyst's line) to leave a message with a secretary. 

You may also respond by (l) calling the analyst/attorney's <>irect 
line <you w i l l be connected to voice mail 
answer); (2) sending UB a memo or l e t t e r ; 
OASIS user in the Executive Office of the 
E-mail message. Please include the LRM number shown above, and 
the subject shown below. 

i f the analyst do^s not 
or (3) i f you are an 
President, sending an 

TO: 

FROM: 

Daniel COSTELLO (395-4570) 
Office of Management and Budget 
Fax Number: (202) 395-5722 

(Date) 

(Name) 

(Agency) ; 

(Telephorje) 

SUBJECT: DEFENSE Proposed Testimony on u|s. Military \ 
Participation i n U.N. Operations in Somalia 

The fallowing ia the response of our agency to your request |for 
views on the above-captioned subject: 

Concur 

NO objection 

No comment 

See proposed edits on pages 

other: 

FAX RETURN of 
response sheet 

pages, attached to this; 



l3/13.--?3 14:23 

OCT 15 '93 9i5e FROM OSD-URS 

ijME LP[|- PDI 

TO PETERSON 

003 

PRGE.003 

NOT FOR PUBLICATION UNTIL 
RSliSASeO BY THE COMMITTEE 

OM AftMBD SERVICES 
HOUSE 07 REPRBflXNTATIVSS 

STATEMENT OF 

LIEUTENANT OENERAL ROBERT B. JOHNSTON 

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

RESERVE AFFAIRS DEPUTY CHIRF OF STATF FOR MANPONER AND 

BEFORE THE 

HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 

ON UNITED STATES NILXTARX 

PARTICIPATION IN UNITED NATIONS OPERATIONS 

IN SOMALIA 

14 OCTOBER 1993 

NOT FOR PUBLICATION UNTIL 
RELEASED BY THE COMMITTEE 

<j>N ARMED SERVICES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CLEARED 
|>OR0PBfPU81JCATI0N 

; OCT -131995 22 



10.'13'?3 14:24 

OCT irs '93 ssse FROH OSD-LRS 

f'lE LPE.I.-PDI 

TO:PETERSON 

y04 

Mr. Chairaan, dlatlnguished mosabQru ot tha Coinnitteo; 

I t ic an honor for ne to appear before this committee. Toda^ 

I wish to present my personal vievs on President Clinton's planai 

for continued United states Military participation in United 

Nations operations in Somalia. 

I an convinced that a decision to inunadiately withdraw U.S. 

troops from Somalia would cause the United Nations led coalition 

to unravel and destine the mission to failure* Many of the 

contributing ooxintries would simply follow us out or even beat u4 
I 

out. I t le not unreasonable to expect Aideed's militia to 

capitalise on such an exodus and continue to engage U.S. and 

coalition troops. Retrograde in a non-permiBsive environment 

with troops moving to and tbrougn a single congested port and a ; 

similarly congested single airfield would make our troops even 

more vulnerable than they presently are. we must also recognize 

that the U.S. Army Logistics support command:sustains the entire 

coalition In a general support role and absent an orderly 

transition to civilian contracted logistics support the unitad 

Nations operation would grind to a halt. 

If we accept the possibility that the United Nations 

coalition would begin to unravel with an immediate U.S. 

wltlidrawai, wo must also consider the higher liXelihood that our 

frlertds and allies would be more vulnerable to attac)c and suffer 
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unwaioomed casualtias. While the coalition is now a United I ?.z<:̂ 10ijOB)S 

Nations organisation,^the contributing ooantries^aommitted force^ 

on the baeis of U.S. leadership of Operation Restore Hope. ! 

operationally eaon country sought a bilateral, relationship with i 

the U.S. command structure, i firmly boiie>^ we nave a 

responsibility to disengage with some regard for how our deoieioh 

may impact on oountries we may wish to call upon for future | 

operations more clearly in our National Interest. 

President Clinton's plan to send more troops to Somalia is a| 

sound ona, and I strongly support i t . The addition of tanks and! 

armoired fighting vehicles will provide enhanced protection of ouij' 

In-place forces and allow the on^soene commander to move more 

rapidly within Mogadishu and swiftly remove road blocks that set\ 

up troops in "thin-skinned" vehicles to ambush. I do not view 

this reinforcement as a signal of intent to escalate military 

action - guite the contrary - i t will discourage engagement of 

U.S. troops by Aideed's militia. This heavier force does not ; 

guarantee that there will be no challenge tô  its presence and th«i 
: j 

tanks and armored fighting vehicles are not invulnerable. Land | 

mines and zxjcket propelled grenades (RPO's) Jlremain a threat, 
; i 

however the machine gun«-toting militiaman isi neutralised. 

the offshore Marine Expeditionary Units provide unique 

oapalkilitias from Independent operations to reinforcing and in-

extremls hostage rescue. The Marines have great mobility and 
i ; 

hardened vehicles which complement the capability of the U.S. 
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p«aE. a'as 

Army forces that will be deployed to Somalia. This force is 

self-sustaining for on-shore operations and with off-shore 

staging leaves no footprint in Mogadishu. 

The timetable for president Clinton's plan is reasonable and! 

provides some flexibility in achieving the desired outcome. 

Clearly It will take two or three weeks to load out, sail, off­

load; in Somalia and deploy within Mogadishu.| The Marine units 

already deployed at sea can close on HogadiBhu within days. In 

broad terms, we should expeot to aohieve somie results from the 

additional forces within a thirty day time frame. Given our 

experience during Operation Restore Hope, the presence of newly 

acquired weapons in tne city and the sheer sise of Mogadishu with 

at population of more than a million, i t could take an additional 

30-ep days to establish a truly seoure and stable environment. 

During this time the political process must be in the forefront 

and working toward a permanent cease fire and an irreversible 

commitment by the Somalis to get on with the; business of 

reconciliation and rebuilding of a governmental, police and 

judidial ayetem. 1 am not suggesting that our redeployment is 

tied: zo specific maaeuree of progress on reconciliation - simply 

that the process is moving firmly in the right direction. In th0 

timeline equation we must allow for the ordefly retrograde of 

heavy equipment through a small port and an 8,000 foot airstrip 

vlth limited staging areas and oonsequentiy limited throughput, 

we must allow for transition of the logistick support from U.S. 

Army to oiyliian contractor. We must also plan for an orderly 
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handoff to additional United Mations forces which will flow I 
: I 

through the same port and airfield. I suspect the replacement 

forcee will ooma by sea which, of course, takes time and competei 

with outgoing eealift for berthing space. I believe the 31 Marci 

deadline accounts for a l l of the above considerations. I t may b^ 

possible to compress timelines with measured progress in the 

political process, however, we should allow ourselves some 

flexibility to accomplish an orderly and professionally executed I 

retrograde. i 
I 

i 

i t is my strong conviction that thie additional force must b4 

led by a U.S. commander. 

Nr. chairman, this concludes my prepared text. I would be 

pleased to respond to any questions you may have. 

T 0 T L ? PI ij E , 3 -
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Assistant Director for Legislative Referenb^ 
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S U B J E C T : DEFENSE Proposed Testimony oh U.S. Military 
Participation in U.N. Operations in Somalia 

DEADLINE: 5:00 P.M., Today, October 18, 1993 

COMMENTS: If you do not respond by the deadline, we will 
assume that your agency has no comment. 

' I 
OMB requests the views of your agency on the above subject l|)efore 
advising on its relationship to the program of the Presidenl^, in 
accordance with OMB Circular A-19. ! 

! i 
Pleas^ advise us if this item will affect direct spending o]̂  
receipts for purposes of the the "Pay-As-You-Go" provisions!of 
Title;XIII of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990. 
CC; 
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handoff to additional United Nations forces which will flow 

through the sam̂  port and airfield. I suspect the replacement 
i 

forcee will ooma by aea which, of course, takes time and competeii 

with outgoing sealift for berthing space. 1; believe the 31 March 

deadline accounts for a l l of the above consiideratlons. I t may bit 

poaaible to compress timelinea with measured! progress in the 

political process, however, we should allow ourselves some 

flexibility to accomplish an orderly and professionally executed 

retrograde. 

I t is my strong conviction that thie additional force must be 

led by a u.s. Commander. 

Mr. Chairman, this concludes my prepared text. I would be 

pleased to respond to any questions you may have. 

* * TOTPiL PRQE. 0 0 
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Army: forces that will be deployed to Somalia. This force is 

selfy-sustalnlng for on-shore operations and with off-shore 

staging leaves no footprint in Mogadishu. 

The timetable for President Clinton's pl^n is reasonable andj 

i 
provides some flexibility in achieving the desired outcome. 

Clearly I t will take two or three weeks to Ipad out, sail, off- ; 

load: in Somalia and deploy within Mogadishu.; The Marine units I 

already deployed at sea can close on Mogadishu within days. In : 

broad terms, we should expect to achieve somie results from the 

additional forces within a thirty day time frame. Given our 

experience during Operation Restore Hope, the presence of newly ; 

acquired weapons in the city and the sheer sise of Mogadishu with 

a population of more than a million, i t could take an additional' 

days to establish a truly secure and stable environment. 

Durihg this time the political process must be in the forefront : 

and working toward a permanent cease fire anja an irreversible 

commitment by the Somalis to get on with the; business of 

reoohcillation and rebuilding of a governmental, police and 

judicial system. 1 am not suggesting that oiir redeployment is 

tied:to speciflo measuree of progress on recbnciliation - simply j 

that:the process is moving firmly in the right direction. In th4 

timeline equation we must allow for the orderly retrograde of 

heavy equipment through a small port and an 8,000 foot airstrip I 

Vlth limited staging areas and consequently limited throughput. 

We must allow for transition of the logistics support from U.S. 

Army to civilian contractor. We must also plan for an orderly 
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unweloomod casualties. While the coalition is now a United I RTCOMWaS&i 

Nations organisation,^the contributing countries^committed force^ 

on the baeie of U.S. leadership of Operation Restore Hope. | 

operationally each country sought a bilateral relationship with | 

tha U.S. coiamand structure, i firmly believe we have a i 

responsibility to disengage with some regard for how our decieioi|» 

may impact on oountries we may wish to call p̂on for future | 

operations more clearly in our National Interest. | 

president Clinton's plan to send more troops to Somalia is ai 

sound one, and I strongly support i t . The addition of tanks and! 

armored fighting vehicles will provide enhanced protection ot ouii' 
; i 

in-piace forces and allow the on^soena oommander to move more 

rapidly within Mogadiahu and swiftly remove road blocks that set 

up troops in "thin-skinned" vehicles to ambush. I do not view 

this reinforcement as a signal of intent to escalate military 

action - quite the contrary - i t will discouk-age engagement of 

U.S.:troops by Aideed's militia. This heavier force does not 

guarantee that there will be no challenge to;its presence and th«i 

tanks and armored fighting vehicles are not invulnerable. Land | 

minê  and rooket propelled grenades (RPO's) f-emain a threat, I 
I : ' 

hoveVer the machine gun-toting militiaman is: 
neutralised. 

The offshore Marine Expeditionary Units provide unique 

capabilitisB from indctpendent operations to reinforcing and in-

extr^mls hostage rescue. The Marines have great mobility and 

hardened vehicles which complement the capability of the U.S. 
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Mr. Chairman, diatinguiehed mambers of the Commlttoe; 

I t is an honor for me to apposr before this committee. Todâ ^ 

I wi^h to present my personal views on President Clinton's planaj 

for Continued United States Military participation in United 

Nations operations in Somalia. 
i 

! 

i am convinced that a decision to immediately withdraw U.S. 

troops from Somalia would cause the United Nations led coalition 
t • 

to unravel and destine the mission to failure. Many of the 
! : ! 

contributing ooxuitrles would simply follow us out or even beat u4 

out. I t is not unreasonable to expect Aideed's militia to ! 

ceipltaliKe on such an exodus and continue to engage U.S. and I 

coalition troops. Retrograde in a non-permissive environment 

with!troops moving to and through a single congested port and a \ 

similarly congested single airfield would make our troops even | 

more;vulnerable than they presently are. we must also recognize { 

that the U.S. Army Logistics support commandisustains the entire! 
: ; : j 

coalition in a general support role and absent an orderly j 
1 : : • i i 

transition to civilian contracted logistics support the Unitad ! 
Natione operation would grind to a halt. 

if we accept the possibility that the United Nations 

ooalltion would begin to unravel with an immediate n.s. 

wltlidrawai, wo must also consider the higher likelihood that our 

frlehds and allies would be more vulnerable to attack and suffer 
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LRM 780 

RESPONSE TO LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM 

I f yoiar response to this request for views is simple (e.g.,; 
concut/no comment) we prefer that you respond by faxing UB i h i s 
respohse sheet. I f the response is simple and you prefer 
cal l , : please c a l l the branch-wide line shown below (NOT the 
analyst's line) to leave a message with a! secretary. 

i 

You m&y also respond by (l) calling the analyst/attorney's direct 
line iyou w i l l be connected to voice mail 
answet); (2) sending us a memo or l e t t e r ; 
OASIsiuser in the Executive Office of the 
E-maii message. Please include the LRM number shown above,land 
the subject shown below 

i f the analyst do^s not 
or (3) i f you arejan 
President, sending an 

TO: 

FROM; 

Daniel COSTELLO (395-4570) 
Office of Management and Budget; 
Fax Number: (202) 395-5722 

• (Date) i 

_ \ (Name) I 

\ (Agency) ; 

> ^ (Telephorje) 

SUBJECT: DEFENSE Proposed Testimony on UiS. Military | 
Participation in U.N. Operations in Somalia 

The following is the response of our agency to your request ifor 
viewsjon the above-captioned subject: 

Concur 

\ NO Objection 

: No comment 

See proposed edits on pages 

other; 

FAX RETURN of 
response sheet 

pages, attached to this; 
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Executive Secretary 
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COL ROBERT P. MCALEER 
Executive Secretary 
Department of Defense 

MR. JOHN A. LAUDER 
Executive Secretary 
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AMB. RICK INDERFURTH 
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t o the United Nations 

COL T. R. PATRICK 
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Executive Secretary 
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Development 

SUBJECT: N o t i f i c a t i o n of Deputies Committee Meeting on Somalia 

A meeting of the NSC Deputies Committee w i l l be held on Friday, 
October 22, 1993 a t 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. i n the White House S i t u a t i o n 
Room. The agenda i s attached a t Tab A. Attendance i s l i m i t e d t o 
p r i n c i p a l plus one. (NS^ 

( i l l i a m 
Executive Secretary 

Attachments 
Tab A Agenda 
Tab B Somalia - Implementation S t r u c t u r e 
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NATIONAL SECURITY.COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506 

October 20, 1993 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER 

THROUGH: RICHARD A. CLARKEj\|Jy 

FROM: SEAN J. DARRAGH i ^ P 

SUBJECT: Deputies Committee Meeting on Somalia 

Request that you schedule a Deputies Committee meeting on Somalia 
on Friday, October 22, 1993. 

Concurrences by: R|jL^nd Beers, j S i ^ l ^ e r ^ a r d 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you schedule a Deputies Committee meeting on Friday, October 
22, 1993 and that you authorize W i l l I t o h to forward the 
memorandum at Tab I to agency counterparts. 

Approve ^ Disapprove 

Attachments 
Tab I It o h Memo to Agency Counterparts 

Tab A Agenda 
Tab B Draft of Somalia - Implementation Structure 

DECLASSlFfED E.O. 13526 
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By / i ? C NARA. Date i i l /36/ / l 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506 

October 20, 1993 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

THROUGH: RICHARD A. CLAR 

FROM: SEAN J. DARRAGH/TIJ-̂ ? 

SUBJECT: Reply t o Congressman Ronald Coleman on Somalia 

Congressman Ronald Coleman wrote t o the President encouraging him 
to more c l e a r l y define the U.S. mission i n Somalia and t o 
formulate a plan f o r withdrawal as qu i c k l y as possible. 

At Tab A i s the re p l y t o Congressman Coleman's l e t t e r t o the 
President. 

Concurrences by: Ward, J^^^f^Rosner, Sus ice 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum t o the President a t Tab I . 

Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum f o r the President 

Tab A Proposed Reply t o Congressman Coleman 



7787 

T H E WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ANTHONY LAKE 
HOWARD PASTER 

SUBJECT: Reply t o Congressman Ronald Coleman on Somalia 

Purpose 

To r e p l y t o Congressman Coleman's l e t t e r t o you on Somalia. 

Background 
Congressman Coleman wrote t o ask you t o more c l e a r l y define the 
mission of U.S. forces i n Somalia and t o formulate a plan f o r 
withdrawal q u i c k l y . 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the l e t t e r a t Tab A t o Congressman Coleman. 

Attachment 
Tab A Proposed Reply t o Congressman Coleman 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of S t a f f 



THE W H I T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Don: 

Thank you f o r your l e t t e r o u t l i n i n g your ideas and concerns on 
Somalia. I believe you w i l l f i n d t h a t the Report t o Congress on 
Somalia which I r e c e n t l y sent t o you addresses your concerns. I t 
c l e a r l y addresses the mission of U.S. forces, our commitment t o 
t h a t mission, and the plan f o r f i n i s h i n g i t the r i g h t way. 

The recent t r i p of Ambassador Oakley t o Somalia i s the beginning 
of what I hope t o be a successful p o l i t i c a l conclusion t o the 
challenges faced i n Somalia. 

You can be sure t h a t I am dedicated t o the safety of our forces 
i n Somalia, and t h a t I w i l l remain v i g i l a n t u n t i l the l a s t U.S. 
s o l d i e r , s a i l o r and marine i s withdrawn. I n keeping w i t h t h i s 
mandate, I have ordered t h a t s u f f i c i e n t combat c a p a b i l i t y be 
introduced i n t o Somalia t o ensure the s e c u r i t y of a l l our 
personnel there. 

Congressional support f o r our new p o l i c y i n Somalia i s e s s e n t i a l 
i n the coming months not only f o r our f o r e i g n p o l i c y , but f o r the 
effectiv e n e s s and safety of our people i n Somalia. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Ronald D. Coleman 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
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CHAIRMAN. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION 

CHAIRMAN. 
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October 6,1993 

The President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am writing to express my concern about our current mission in SomaUa. Yesterday, I 
joined many of my other colleagues in calling for Congressional review of our current role 
and mission in Somalia. I believe that the challenge to U.S. troops in the region has 
changed greatly in the last few weeks and I am concerned that they may indeed not have 
the resources they need to carry out the mission of restoring peace in Somalia. 

Last night I learned that a yotmg man from my hometown, Sgt. Lorenzo Ruiz, 27, was 
killed in Somalia attempting to capture confidantes of Somali warlord Mohamed Farrah 
Aidid. This tragic event motivated me to write you today and urge you to redefine our 
mission in Somalia so that we might better protect brave soldiers like Sgt. Ruiz who 
continually find themselves in combat, not peacekeeping, situations. 

I applaud your decision to send additional troops and armor to Somalia. And I urge you 
to send to Congress as soon as possible a comprehensive plan that includes requests for the 
troops and equipment needed to finish our job in Somalia in the safest and quickest 
manner. 

As the world's only remaining superpower we can expect to be called on in the future 
to take the lead in restoring peace and quieting despots. The operation in Somalia gives us 
the opportimity to set a precedent which clearly states that even when U.S. troops are 
under the command of multi-national forces, they are not beyond the purview and control 
of our military leaders or elected representatives. 

With kindest personal regards, I remain 

^„,Jiiefy-faxily yours. 

Ronald D. Colema: 
Member of Congress 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 



T H E WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

October 7, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM ITOH 
NSC Executive Secretariat 

FROM: HOWARD PASTER^ 

SUBJECT: Presidential Correspondence 

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President from 
various members of Congress. 

Since these letters address national security issues, we 
would appreciate your assistance in having drafts written. 

Thank you very much for your assistance. I f you have any 
questions, please feel free to c a l l LeeAnn Inadomi at x7500. 

The following i s a brief description of the letters: 

1) Charlie Rangel (D-NY), concerning Haiti; 

2) ^,^Chris Shays (R-CT), concerning Somalia; 

\ / ^ ) Ron Coleman (D-TX), concerning Somalia; 

4) Ben Gilman (R-NY) and others, concerning Somalia; 

5) Martin Hoke (R-OH), concerning Somalia. 

Attachments 
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October 6,1993 

The President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am writing to express my concern about our current mission in Somalia. Yesterday, I 
joined many of my other colleagues in calling for Congressional review of our current role 
and mission in Somalia. I believe that the challenge to U.S. troops in the region has 
changed greatly in the last few weeks and I am concerned that they may mdeed not have 
the resources they need to carry out the mission of restoring peace in Somalia. 

Last night I learned that a young man from my hometown, Sgt. Lorenzo Ruiz 27, was 
killed in Somalia attempting to capture confidantes of Somali warlord Mohamed Farrah 
Aidid. This tragic event motivated me to write you today and urge you to redefine our 
mission in Somalia so that we might better protect brave soldiers like Sgt. Ruiz who 
continually find themselves in combat, not peacekeeping, sihiations. 

I applaud your decision to send additional troops and armor to SomaUa. And I urge you 
to send to Congress as soon as possible a comprehensive plan that includes requests for the 
troops and equipment needed to finish our job in Somalia in the safest and quickest 
manner. 

As the world's only remaining superpower we can expect to be called on in the future 
to take the lead in restoring peace and quieting despots. The operation m Somalia gives us 
the opportunity to set a precedent which clearly states that even when U.S. troops are 
under the command of mulH-national forces, they are not beyond the purview and control 
of our military leaders or elected representatives. 

With kindest personal regards, I remain 

^,_Jki«fyJruly yours, 

Ronald D. Colem 
Member of Congress 
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