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PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON
REMARKS AT THE SIGNING OF THE JORDAN-

ISRAEL PEACE TREATY
ON THE JJORDANIAN/ISRAELI BORDER

OCTOBER 26, 1994

King Hussein, President Weizman, Prime Minister Rabin,

Prime Minister Majali, people of Jordan and Israel:

We gather to witness the dawn of a peace for the

generations.
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In this ancient place we celebrate the history and the faith

of Israelis and Jordanians. But we break the chains of the

past that for so long have kept them all shackled in the

shadows of strife and suffering. We celebrate a peace

wrought by two brave leaders who Saw the bright horizon

of this dawn even when the darkness lingered.

It is said that the vast, bleached surface of the desert hides

great signs of life. Today we find proof. Today, peace

between Jordan and Israel is no longer a mirage. It is as

real as the sands that surround us, and the mountains and

seas beyond. It will take root in this soil, grow to great

heights and shelter generations to come.
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Today we remember those who labored to show us the

way. Anwar Sadat, who gave his life for his vision of a

new Middle East.... Menachem Begin, who overcame a life

of struggle to extend the hand of

reconciliation President Carter, who forged the peace of

Camp David....President Bush and our Russian partners,

who brought together Israel and her neighbors. And, we

also applaud the efforts of the Israeli and Palestinian

leaders who brought about the agreement for peace and

are now working to implement it -- Prime Minister Rabin 9

Foreign Minister Peres and Chairman Arafat.
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Today we honor the constant, devoted work of two

courageous leaders -- two who have risked everything so

that their children, and their children's children, need fight

nor fear no more.

King Hussein, today in this arid place, you bring to full

flower the memory of the man who taught you to seek

peace -- your grandfather, King Abdullah. When he was

martyred four decades ago, King Abdullah left you a great

burden and a great dream. He believed that one day, on

both sides of the river Jordan, Arab and JJew would live in

peace. How bravely you have shouldered that burden and

carried that dream.
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Now, after so much dangers and hardship, Your Majesty,

your day has come. You have fulfilled your grandfather's

legacy.

Prime Minister Rabin, you have spent your life at war --

fighting first to establish your country and then to defend

it. For a lifetime you fought with skill, tenacity and

courage to achieve a secure and lasting peace for your

people. Now you have given your people the hope of life

after the siege -- and, in your own words, you have

challenged them to furnish the house of Israel and make it

ahome. As a general, you won many battles.
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Now you command the army of peace. That is your

greatest victory, and we salute you.

This treaty is the product ofmany hands. Crown Prince

Hassan and Foreign Minister Peres know better than any

among us that peace does not spring, full grown, from the

earth. It requires cultivation, patience and care. Their

devotion and persistence -- and the wise and determined

counsel of Secretary Christopher -- have also brought us

to this day. We are all in your debt.
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Now all of you -- Israeli, Jordanian, Palestinian -- must

tend your peace and make it real. You must turn no man's

land into everyman's home. You must remove the barbed

wires and deadly mines. Help the wounds of war to heal.

Open the borders between your people. Allow them first

to imagine -- then to build -- quiet, normal lives.

The forces of terror will try to hold you back. Already

they take deadly aim at the future of peace. In their zeal

to kill hope and keep hatred alive, they would deny all that

peace can bring to your children. We cannot -- we must

not -- let them succeed.
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We must stand up for the future and the children they

would abandon. That is the true meaning, the great

promise, of this treaty.

The United States stands with you. Since President

Truman first recognized Israel, we have wished for and

worked for a comprehensive peace between Israel and all

her neighbors. On behalf of all Americans -- including

millions of Jewish and Arab Americans for whom this day

means so much -- I thank you for trusting us to help you

arrive at this extraordinary moment. The American

people are proud of the role we have played.
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And we will be here long after the feast of celebration

gives way to the hard work of progress.

The work of progress will bear fruit. We stand here at the

first ofmany crossing points to be opened, where people

from every comer of the earth will soon come to share in

the wonders of your lands. There are resources to be

found in this desert, minerals to be drawn from a sea that

is far from Dead, water to be separated from salt and used

to fertilize the fields.
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Here, where the slaves of ancient tyrants were forced to

take their chisels to the stone, the earth -- as the Koran

Says -- will stir and swell and bring forth life. Here, as

Isaiah prophesized, "the wilderness and the dry land shall

be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom." Here, your

people will drink water from the same well and savor

together the fruit of the vine.

All the seeds you plant may not be harvested in our

lifetimes. But building a better future for those who come

after us is life's solemn obligation -- and your greatest

opportunity.
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As you seize this moment you will redeem every life

sacrificed along the long road that brought us to this

day....you will take the hatred out of hearts... and you will

pass along to your children a peace for the generations.

Your Majesty, Mr. Prime Minister: Here, in the depths of

the Great Rift Valley, you bridge the tragic gap that has

separated your peoples for too long. You close that rift.

[In the words ofmy faith....]

Blessed are the peacemakers,

For they shall inherit the earth.
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PRESIDENTWILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTONREMARKS AT THE SIGNING OF THE JORDAN-ISRAEL PEACE TREATYON THE JORDANIAN/ISRAELI BORDER
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King Hussein, President Weizman, Prime Minister Rabin, Prime Minister Majali, people of
Jordan and Israel:

We gather to witness the dawn of a peace for the generations.
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ealy.darkness.
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find proofGin-the-peace-that will take root in Rew soil, grow to great heights and shelter
generations to come\ Today, between Jordan and Israel longer a mirage. It is
areal as the sands that surround us, and the mountains and seas bevond

Today
» we

remember those who labored to show us the way. Anwar Sadat, who gave his life for his
vision of a new Middle East....NMenachem Begin, who overcame a ife of struggle to
extend the hand of reconciliation President Carter, who forged the peace ofCamp
David....President Bush, who brought together Israel and her neighbors. ("and Prime
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Minister Rabin, Foreign Minister Peres and Chairman Arafat, who have set out the

blueprint for peace between their peoples..5

devoted work of two courageous leaders -- two fam who have risked everything so that
their children, and their children's children, need fight nor fear no more.
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you to seek peace -- your grandfather, King Abdullah. When he was martyred four

King Hussein, today you bring to tie e memory of the man who taught

decades ago, Abdullah left you a great burden and 8 great dream, Heseeewed that one

day, on both sides of the'tiver Jordan, Arab and Jew wou d live in peaceAYour Majesty, Tatdrsouny
day has come. You have egacy

A NU

Prime Minister Rabin, you have spent your life at war -- fighting\to establish your countryTesttun
and\defen

Ce AMON Have Now
you have your people the hope of life after the siege you have
furnish the house of Israel and make it a home. a gener , you

m to

in. the army ofpeaceand
we saliite you.

This treaty is the product ofmany hands. Crown Prince Hassan and Foreign Minister
Peres know better than any among us that peace doés not spring, full grown, from the
earth. It requires cultivation, patience and care. Their devotion and persistence -- and the
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wise and determined counsel of Secretary Christopher -- havebrought us to this day. We
are all in your debt.
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Now all ofyou -- Israeli, Jordanian, Palestinian -- must tend your peace and make it real.
You must turn no man's land into everyman's home. You must remove the barbed wires
and deadly mines. Help the wounds ofwar to heal. Open the borders between your
people. Allow them first to imagine --3ad then to build -- quiet, normal lives.

The forces of terror wil try to hold you backy i
peace #c ring to

your children

We cannot -- we must not - let them succeed3

Tr T
1

1
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Iernel ill somtinuo to" for o compref peace t Israel oud off 1

neighbors. On behalf I thank you for trusting us to
help you arrive at this extraordinary moment. The American people are proud of the role
we have played. And we will be here long after the feast of
celebration gives way to the progress

sara urna

first ofmany crossing points to be opened, where people from every corner of the earth
will soon come to share in the wonders ofyour lands. There are resources to be found in
this desert, minerals to be drawn from a sea that is far from Dead, water to be separated
from salt and used to fertilize the fields.

Here, where the slaves of ancient tyrants were forced to take their chisels to the stone, the
earth -- as the Koran says -- will stir and swell and bring forth life. Here, as Isaiah
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prophesized, "the wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and

blossom." Here, your people will drink water from the same well and savorjthe fruit of
the vine.

Mn.
Cowan,

The seedhyou plant may not be harvested in our lifetimes

obligation -- and your greatest opportunity As you seize this moment you

4

will redeem every life sacrificed along the ad that brought us hereteday you wil take
the hatred out ofhearts... and you will pass along to your children a peace for the

generations.

Your Majesty, Mr. Prime Minister: Here, in the depths of the
Great Rift Valley,@bridge the tragic gap that has separated your peoples for too long.

cloce that rift.
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PRESIDENTWILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON
REMARKS AT THE SIGNING OF THE JORDAN-ISRAEL PEACE TREATY

ON THE JORDANIAN/ISRAELI BORDER
OCTOBER 26, 1994

King Hussein, President Weizman, Prime Minister Rabin, Prime Minister Majali, people of
Jordan and Israel:

We gather to witness the dawn of a peace for the generations.

In this ancient place we celebrate the history and the faith of Israelis and Jordanians. But
we break the chains of the past that for so long have kept them all shackled in the shadows

of strife and suffering. We celebrate a peace wrought by two brave leaders who saw the

bright horizon of this dawn even when the darkness lingered.

It is said that the vast, bleached surface of the desert hides great signs of life. Today we

find proof. Today, peace between Jordan and Israel is no longer a mirage. It is as real as

the sands that surround us, and the mountains and seas beyond. It will take root in this

soil, grow to great heights and shelter generations to come.

Today we remember those who labored to show us the way. Anwar Sadat, who gave his

life for his vision of a new Middle East....NMenachem Begin, who overcame aa life of

struggle to extend the hand of reconciliation President Carter, who forged the peace of

Camp David....President Bush and our Russian partners, who brought together Israel and

her neighbors. And, we also applaud the efforts of the Israeli and Palestinian leaders who
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brought about the agreement for peace and are now working to implement it -- Prime

Minister Rabin, Foreign Minister Peres and Chairman Arafat.

Today we honor the constant, devoted work of two courageous leaders -- two who have

risked everything so that their children, and their children's children, need fight nor fear no
more.

King Hussein, today in this arid place, you bring to full flower the memory of the man who

taught you to seek peace -- your grandfather, King Abdullah. When he was martyred four

decades ago, King Abdullah left you a great burden and a great dream. He believed that

one day, on both sides of the river Jordan, Arab and Jew would live in peace. How

bravely you have shouldered that burden and carried that dream. Now, after so much

dangers and hardship, YourMajesty, your day has come. You have fulfilled your
grandfather's legacy.

Prime Minister Rabin, you have spent your life at war -- fighting first to establish your
country and then to defend it. For a lifetime you fought with skill, tenacity and courage to

achieve a secure and lasting peace for your people. Now you have given your people the

hope of life after the siege -- and, in your own words, you have challenged them to furnish

the house of Israel and make it a home. As a general, you won many battles. Now you
command the army ofpeace. That is your greatest victory, and we salute you.

This treaty is the product ofmany hands. Crown Prince Hassan and Foreign Minister
Peres know better than any among us that peace does not spring, full grown, from the

earth. It requires cultivation, patience and care. Their devotion and persistence -- and the

wise and determined counsel of Secretary Christopher -- have also brought us to this day.
We are all in your debt.
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Now all ofyou -- Israeli, Jordanian, Palestinian -- must tend your peace and make it real.

You must turn no man's land into everyman's home. You must remove the barbed wires

and deadly mines. Help the wounds ofwar to heal. Open the borders between your

people. Allow them first to imagine -- then to build -- quiet, normal lives.

The forces of terror will try to hold you back. Already they take deadly aim at the future

of peace. In their zeal to kill hope and keep hatred alive, they would deny all that peace
can bring to your children. We cannot -- we must not -- let them succeed. We must stand

up for the future and the children they would abandon. That is the true meaning, the great

promise, of this treaty.

The United States stands with you. Since President Truman first recognized Israel, we

have wished for and worked for a comprehensive peace between Israel and all her

neighbors. On behalfof all Americans -- including millions of Jewish and Arab Americans

for whom this day means so much -- I thank you for trusting us to help you arrive at this

extraordinary moment. The American people are proud of the role we have played. And
we will be here long after the feast of celebration gives way to the hard work ofprogress.

The work ofprogress will bear fruit. We stand here at the first ofmany crossing points to

be opened, where people from every corner of the earth will soon come to share in the

wonders ofyour lands. There are resources to be found in this desert, minerals to be

drawn from a sea that is far from Dead, water to be separated from salt and used to

fertilize the fields.

Here, where the slaves of ancient tyrants were forced to take their chisels to the stone, the

earth -- as the Koran says -- will stir and swell and bring forth life. Here, as Isaiah
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The United States stands with you. Since President Truman first recognized Israel, we
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neighbors. On behalfof all Americans -- including millions of Jewish and Arab Americans

for whom this day means so much -- I thank you for trusting us to help you arrive at this

extraordinary moment. The American people are proud of the role we have played. And
we will be here long after the feast of celebration gives way to the hard work ofprogress

The work ofprogress will bear fruit. We stand here at the first ofmany crossing points to

be opened, where people from every corner of the earth will soon come to share in the

wonders ofyour lands. There are resources to be found in this desert, minerals to be

drawn from a sea that is far from Dead, water to be separated from salt and used to

fertilize the fields

Here, where the slaves of ancient tyrants were forced to taketheir chisels to the stone, the

earth -- as the Koran says -- will stir and swell and bring forth lif Here, as Isaiah
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prophesized, "the wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and

blossom." Here, your people will drink water from the same well and savor together the

fruit of the vine.

All the seeds you plant may not be harvested in our lifetimes. But building a better future

for those who come after us is life's solemn obligation -- and your greatest opportunity.
As you seize this moment you will redeem every life sacrificed along the long road that

brought us to this day....you will take the hatred out ofhearts... and you will pass along to

your children a peace for the generations.

Your Majesty, Mr. Prime Minister: Here, in the depths of the Great Rift Valley, you
bridge the tragic gap that has separated your peoples for too long. You close that rift.

[In the words ofmy faith....]

Blessed are the peacemakers,

For they shall inherit the earth.
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King Hussein, President Weizman, Prime Minister Rabin, Prime MinisterMajali, people of

Jordan and Israel:

We gather to witness the dawn of a peace for the generations.

In this ancient place we renew our faith. We cele te a peace between two peoples who.

for too long have survived in the shadows of strife and ering. A peace wrought by two

brave leaders who have seen the bright horizon of this dawn\where others might have seen

only darkness.

It is said that the vast, bleached surface of the desert hides great signs of life. Today we

generations to Today, peace between Jordan and Israel is no longera mirage. It is

find proof in the peace that wil take root in new soi , grow to great heights an elt

as real as the sands tha surround us, and the mountains and seas beyond

Today we
ivi And as we write a new chapter, we

remember those who labored to show us the way. Anwar Sadat, who gave his life for his

vision of a newMiddle East....VMenachem Begin, who overcame a life of struggle to

extend the hand of reconciliation President Carter, who forged the peace ofCamp

David....President Bush, who brought together Israel and her neighbors/...and Prime

At
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Minister Rabin, ForeignMinister Peres and Chairman Arafat, who have set out the

blueprin or peace between their peoples.

Israel and Jordan wou the constant,

devoted work of two courageous leaders - two who have risked everything so that

their children, and their children's children, need fight nor fear no more.

King Hussein, today in this arid place, you bring toAfte the memory of the man who taught

you to seek peace -- your grandfather, King Abdullah. When he was martyred four

decades Abdullah left you a great burden and a great dreams e believell that one

day, on both sides of the river Jordan, Arab and Jew would live in peace .YourMajesty,
a

that day has come You have fulfilled the legacy of

Prime to establish your countryter Rab

and defending yeu-ofyour dream. Inthose decades Israel

has found its place among nations, and you have helped build its solid foundation Now
you have held out to your people the hope of life after the siege have hem to

:

furnish the house of Israel and make i home. Once a general in War you have become a

soldier ~ indeed,.a commander --uthe army ofpeace,and we salute you.

This treaty is the product ofmany hands. Crown Prince Hassan and Foreign Minister

Peres know better than any among us that peace does not spring, full grown, from the

earth. It requires cultivation, patience and care. Their devotion and persistence -- and the

wise and determined counsel of Secretary Christopher -- hav rought us to this day. We

are al in your debt
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Now all ofyou -- Israeli, Jordanian, Palestinian -- must tend your peace and make it real.

You must turn no man's land into everyman's home. You must remove the barbed wires

and deadly mines. Help the wounds ofwar to heal. Open the borders between your

people. Allow them first to imagine o build -- quiet, normal lives.

The forces of terror will try to hold you bac oft eir

"bloody trade. target is nothing less than the future ofpeace -- and all it can bring to

your children. They want to rekindle the hatred and drag your peoples back to the past.

We cannot -- we must not -- let them succeed. We will d up4#6them and prove that

different peoples can come together and build their with confidence. The treaty you

\at
M

sign today is a symbol ofyour confidenc your commitment,

The United States stands with you ince President Truman first recognized AN

Israel, we will continue to.work for a comprehensive peace between Israel anq all her

neighbors. On behalfof the.pdopte-ufThy natien,-I-want to-thank
ou

fofor trusting-us to

help you arrive at this extraordinary moment The American people are proud of the role

we have played. And I want-yerto-know-that we will be here long after the feast of

celebration gives way to the sometimes-difficult seasons ofprogress.
Wh BOK

We know progress will come because we, too, see the signs of life. We stand here at the

first ofmany crossing points to be opened, where people from every corner of the earth

will soon come to share in the wonders ofyour lands. There are resources to be found in

:

this desert, minerals to be drawn from a sea that is far from Dead, water to be separated

from salt and used to fertilize the fields.

Here, where the slaves of ancient tyrants were forced to take their chisels to the stone, the

earth -- as the Koran says -- will stir and swell and bring forth life. Here, as Isaiah
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prophesized, "the wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and

blossom. Here, your people will drink water from the same well and savor the fruit of

the vine. / te Hus

rise De Ore Tne Tawt anc work late into

The seds you plant may not be harvested in our lifetimes. But you have takenthisas

yout solemn obligation -- and your greatest opportunity. As you seize this moment you

will redeem every life sacrificed along the road that broughtus.here-today....you will take

the hatred out of earts you will pass along to your children a peace for the

generations.

YourMajesty, Mr. Prime Minister: Tris fitting thatVvWe-gather-here, in the depths of the
e

Great Rift Valley,ebridge the tragic gap that has separated your peoples for too long

d embrace faith. We are blessed to beToday.we close that rift. We banish des

among the peacemakers. The bright Jight ofhope shines upon us and upon this land

Ah
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ote a

King Husse rime Minister in,people of Jordan and Israel:

We gather to witness the dawn of a peace for the generations.

In this ancient place we renew our faith We celebrate a peace between two peoples who

for too long have survived in the shadows of strife A peace wrought by two brave

leaders who have sen the bright horizon of this dawn where

darkness.

[ It is fitting that we gather here, in the depths of the Great Rif Valley, to bridge the tragic

/ gap that has separated your peoples. is said that the vast, bleached surface of the desert

trae" hides great signs of life. Today we find proof -- in the peace that will take root in new

soil, grow to great heights and shelter generations to come. Today, peace between Jordan

and Israel is no longer a mirage. It is as real as the sands that surround us, and the

mountains and seas beyond.

Today we are privileged to take part in history. And as we write a new chapter, we

remember those who labored to show us the way. Anwar Sadat, who gave his life for his

vision of a new Middle East... Menachem Begin, who overcame a life of struggle to

extend the hand of friends ia Pesident Carter, who forged the peace ofCamp

David....President Bush, who brought together Israel and her neighbors....and P
the (nie?

and Chqtav
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"MinisterRabin:and-Ctatrman-Arafat, who - little more than a year ago -- set out the

blueprint for peace between their peoples.

Israel and Jordan would not have reached this crucial moment without the constant,

devoted work of two courageous leaders -- two men who have risked everything so that

their children, and their children's children, need fight nor fear no more.

King Hussein, today in this arid place, you bring to life the memory of the man who taught

you to seek peace - your grandfather, King Abdullah. When he was martyred four

decades ago, Abdullah left you a great burden and a great dream. He believed that one

day, on both sides of the river Jordan, Arab and Jew would live in peace. Your Majesty,

that day has come. You have fulfilled the legacy ofAbdullah.

Prime Minister Rabin, you have spent your life at war -- fighting to establish your country

and defending it from those who sought to rob you ofyour dream In those decades Israel

has found its place and you have helped build its solid foundations. Now you have held

out to your people the hope of life after the siege -- you have urged them to furnish the

house of Israel and make it a home. Once a general in war, you have become a soldier --

Among Oahe

indeed, a commander -- in the army ofpeace, and we salute you.

This treaty is the product ofmany hands. Crown Prince Hassan and ForeignMinister

Peres know better than any among us that peace does not spring, full grown, from the

earth. It requires cultivation, patience and care. Their devotion and persistence -- and the

wise and determined counsel of Secretary Christopher -- have brought us to this day. We

are all in your debt.
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Now all ofyou -- Israeli, Jordanian, Palestinian -- must tend your peace and make it real.

You must turn no man's land into everyman's home. You must remove the barbed wires

and deadly mines. Help the wounds ofwar to heal. Open the borders between your

people. Allow them first to imagine -- and then to build -- quiet, normal lives.

It bsdae
a

bit {
The forces of terror will try to hold you back; it is hard to escape the reminders of their

child.

Ul patbloody trade. Their target is nothing less than the future ofpeac/ They want to rekindle

ET the hatred and drag your peoples back to the past We cannot - we must not -- Jet them

you sign today is symbol ofyour confidence and your commitment

succeed. \We will stand up to them and walk with confidence into the future The treaty

The United States stands with you. As we have since President Truman first recognized

Israel, we will continue to work for a comprehensive peace between Israel and all her

d behalfof the people ofmy nation, I wantneighbors

to
be Iu

thank you fi extraordinary moment And I want you to know
:

that wewil be here long after the feast of gives way to the sometimes difficult

ofprogress

We know progress will come because we, too, see the signs of life. We stand here at the

. first ofmany crossing points to be opened, where people from every corner of the earth

wil soon come to share in the wonders ofyour lands Thess
an rendre be found in this

desert, minerals to be drawn from a sea that is far from Dead, water to be separated from

salt and used to fertilize the fields.

May your people find shade under. the same fig tree and drink water from the same well.

Here, where the slaves of ancient tyrants were forced to take their chisels to the stone, the

earth -- as the Koran says -- will stir and swell and bring forth fruit. Here, as Isaiah
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prophesized, "the wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and

blossom.

It will take hard work. You will have to rise before the dawn and work late into the night.
o Yorn A

The seeds you plant may not be harvested in our lifetimes. Butthisis your solemn

obligation -- and your greatest opportunity this
moment, agryou wil redeem every

:

life sacrificed along the road that brought us here today....you will take the hatred out of

hearts... and youl pass along
to your children a peace for the generations.

Your Majesty, Mr. Prime Minister: today we banish despair and embrace/faith, We are

blessed to be among the peacemakers. The bright light ofhope shines upon us
;

this land.

rap a
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In this ancient place we renew our faith. We celebrate a peace between two peoples who

for too long have survived in the shadows of strife. A peace wrought by two brave

leaders who have seen the bright horizon of this dawn where others have seen only

darkness.

]It is fitting that we gather here, in the depths of the Great Rift Valley, to bridge the tragic

gap that has separated your peoples. It is said that the vast, bleached surface of the desert

hides great signs of life. Today we find proof -- in the peace that will take root in new

soil, grow to great heights and shelter generations to come. Today, peace between Jordan

and Israel is no longer a mirage. It is as real as the sands that surround us, and the

mountains and seas beyond.

Today we are privileged to take part in history. And as we write a new chapter, we

remember those who labored to show us the way. Anwar Sadat, who gave his life for his

vision of a new Middle East....VvMenachemBegin, who overcame aa life of struggle to

extend the hand of friendship President Carter, who forged the peace ofCamp

David....President Bush, who brought together Israel and her neighbors....and Prime

f

10/23/94 1 pm

PRESIDENTWILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON
REMARKS AT THE SIGNING OF THE JORDAN-ISRAEL PEACE TREATY

ON THE JORDANIAN/ISRAELI BORDER
OCTOBER 26, 1994

King Hussein, Prime Minister Rabin, people of Jordan and Israel:

We gather to witness the dawn of a peace for the generations.

In this ancient place we renew our faith. We celebrate a peace between two peoples who

for too long have survived in the shadows of strife. A peace wrought by two brave

leaders who have seen the bright horizon of this dawn where others have seen only

darkness.

]It is fitting that we gather here, in the depths of the Great Rift Valley, to bridge the tragic

gap that has separated your peoples. It is said that the vast, bleached surface of the desert

hides great signs of life. Today we find proof -- in the peace that will take root in new

soil, grow to great heights and shelter generations to come. Today, peace between Jordan

and Israel is no longer a mirage. It is as real as the sands that surround us, and the

mountains and seas beyond.

Today we are privileged to take part in history. And as we write a new chapter, we

remember those who labored to show us the way. Anwar Sadat, who gave his life for his

vision of a new Middle East....VvMenachemBegin, who overcame aa life of struggle to

extend the hand of friendship President Carter, who forged the peace ofCamp

David....President Bush, who brought together Israel and her neighbors....and Prime



2

Minister Rabin and Chairman Arafat, who -- little more than a year ago -- set out the

blueprint for peace between their peoples.
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Now all ofyou -- Israeli, Jordanian, Palestinian -- must tend your peace and make it real.

You must turn no man's land into everyman's home. You must remove the barbed wires

and deadly mines. Help the wounds ofwar to heal. Open the borders between your

people. Allow them first to imagine -- and then to build -- quiet, normal lives.

The forces of terror will try to hold you back; it is hard to escape the reminders of their

bloody trade. Their target is nothing less than the future ofpeace. They want to rekindle

the hatred and drag your peoples back to the past. We cannot -- we must not -- let them

succeed. We will stand up to them and walk with confidence into the future. The treaty

you sign today is a symbol ofyour confidence and your commitment.

The United States stands with you. As we have since President Truman first recognized

Israel, we will continue to work for a comprehensive peace between Israel and all her

neighbors. From the depths ofmy soul, and on behalfof the people ofmy nation, I want

to thank you for letting us share in this extraordinary moment. And I want you to know

that wewil be here long after the feast of celebration gives way to the sometimes difficult
harvests

seasons ofprogress.

We know progress will come because we, too, see the signs of life. We stand here at the

first ofmany crossing points to be opened, where people from every corner of the earth

will soon come to share in the wonders ofyour lands. There is energy to be found in this

desert, minerals to be drawn from a sea that is far from Dead, water to be separated from

salt and used to fertilize the fields.

May your people find shade under the same fig tree and drink water from the same well.

Here, where the slaves of ancient tyrants were forced to take their chisels to the stone, the

earth -- as the Koran says -- will stir and swell and bring forth fruit. Here, as Isaiah
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prophesized, "the wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and

blossom.

It will take hard work. You will have to rise before the dawn and work late into the night.

The seeds you plant may not be harvested in our lifetimes. But this is your solemn

obligation -- and your greatest opportunity. Seize this moment and you will redeem every

life sacrificed along the road that brought us here today....you will take the hatred out of

hearts... and youwill pass along to your children a peace for the generations.

YourMajesty, Mr. Prime Minister: today we banish despair and embrace faith. We are

blessed to be among the peacemakers. The bright light ofhope shines upon us and upon

this land.
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10/22/94, 9 pm

PRESIDENTWILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON
REMARKS AT THE SIGNING OF THE JORDAN-ISRAEL PEACE TREATY

ON THE JORDANIAN/ISRAELI BORDER
OCTOBER 27, 1994

King Hussein, Prime Minister Rabin, people of Jordan and Israel:

We gather to witness the dawn of a peace for the generations.

In this ancient place we renew our faith. We celebrate a peace between two peoples who

for too long have survived in the shadows of strife. A peace wrought by two brave

leaders who have seen the bright horizon of this dawn where others have seen only

darkness.

It is fitting that we gather here, in the depths of the Great Rift Valley, to bridge the tragic

gap that has separated your peoples. It is said that the vast, bleached surface of the desert

masks. great signs of life. Today we find proof -- in the form-of.atreaty that will take root

in new soil, grow to great heights and shelter generations to come. Today, peace between

Jordan and Israel is no longer a mirage. It is as real as the sands that surround us, and the

f

mountains and seas beyond.

Today we are privileged to take part in history. And as we write a new chapter, we

remember those who labored to show us the way. Anwar Sadat, who gave his life for

his vision of a newMiddle EasfgAnd Menachem Begin. President Carter, who made

Camp David a-syraboofpeace. President Bush,who brought together Israel and her
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neighbors....and Prime Minister Rabin and Chairman Arafat, who - little more than a year

ago -- set out the blueprint for peace between their peoples.

Israel and Jordan would not have reached this crucial moment without the constant,

devoted work of two courageous leaders -- two men who have risked everything so that

their children, and their children's children, need fight nor fear no more.

King Hussein, today in this arid place, you bring to life the memory of the man who taught

you to seek peace -- your grandfather, King Abdullah. When he was martyred four

decades ago, Abdullah left you a\great burden and a great dream. He believed that one

day, on both sides of the river Jordan, Arab and Jew would live in peace. YourMajesty,

that day has come. You have fulfilled the legacy ofAbdullah.

Prime Minister Rabin, you have spent your life at war -- fighting to establish your country

and defending it from those who sought to rob you ofyour dream. In those decades Israel

has found its place, and you have helped build its solid foundations. Now you have held

out to your people the hope of life after the siege -- you have urged them to furnish the

house of Israel and make it a home. You have become a soldier, in the army ofpeace, and

we salute you. ¢ 7Ad:

This treaty is the product ofmany hands. Crown Prince Hassan and ForeignMinister

{i + Peres know better than any among us that peace does not spring, full grown, from the
:

earth.\ Their devotion and persistence - and the wise and determined counsel of Secretary:

Christopher -- have brought us to this day. We are all in your debt.

ust

é

Now all ofyou - Israeli, Jordanian, Palestinian -- must make the peace real.

turn no man's land into everyman's. You must remove the barbed wires and deadly mines.
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Help the wounds ofwar to heal. Open the borders between your people. Allow them first

to imagine -- and then to build -- quiet, normal lives:

The forces of terror will try to hold you back; it is hard to escape the reminders of their

bloody trade. Their target is nothing less than the future ofpeace. They want to rekindle

the hatred and drag your peoples back to the past. We cannot -- we must not -- let them

succed. Wewil stand up to them and walk th confidence into the future. The treaty

sign today a symbol ofis confidence and ur commitment

The United States stands with you. As we have since President Truman first recognized

Israel, we will continue to work for a comprehensive peace between Israel and all her

neighbors. From the depths ofmy soul, and on behalfof the people ofmy nation, I want

to thank you for letting us share in this extraordinary moment. I want you to know

that we will be here long after the lush feast of celebration gives way to the sometimes

dusty, difficult seasons ofprogress.

We know progress will come because we, too, see the signs of life. We stand here at the

first ofmany crossing points to be opened, where people from every corner of the earth

will soon come to share in the wonders ofyour lands. There is energy to be found in this

desert, minerals to be drawn from a sea that is far from Dead, water to be separated from

salt and used to fertilize the fields.

our peoplewit find shade under the same fig tree and drink water from the same well

Here, where the slaves of ancient tyrants were forced to take their chisels to the stone, the

earth -- as the Koran says -- will stir and swell and bring forth fruit. Here, as Wah

prophesized, "the wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and

blossom."
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Cultivating thi eace will not be easy. We will have to get-up before the dawn and work
:

late into the night. seeds that may not be harvested in our lifetimes

But this is olemn obligation -- greatest opportunity. Ifwe seize this moment,S

each and every person who.fell along the road that brought us here
wear)

today....we wil take the hatred out ofhearts... and we will pass along children a
fagy

peace for the generations.

>YourMajesty, Mr. Prime Minister: today we banish despair and embrace faith. We are

te among the peacemakers. The bright light ofhope shines upon u

dpm the land,
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