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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Eliot:
Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.

Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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Dear Eliot:
Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
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recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
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and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
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already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
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Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end the
conflict and start building a better future. Along with our
allies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closely
with us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not only
for the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Eliot L. Engel
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Joe:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. [In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Joe:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. [In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end theconflict and start building a better future. Along with ourallies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closelywith us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. Wewill continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable José E. Serrano
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3216

2

with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end theconflict and start building a better future. Along with ourallies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closelywith us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. Wewill continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead

Sincerely,

The Honorable José E. Serrano
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3216



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Representative Smith:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Representative Smith:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,



2

with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end theconflict and start building a better future. Along with ourallies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closely
with us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

Costar

The Honorable Christopher H. Smith
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3004
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Representative Rohrabacher:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressedPresident Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Representative Rohrabacher:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressedPresident Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,



with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority overeducation, health and cultural institutions. It is a fairagreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-governmentthey deserve.
The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Groupprovides a window of opportunity for both sides to end theconflict and start building a better future. Along with ourallies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end theviolence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.
Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closelywith us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly valueyour interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. Wewill continue our consultations with the Congress in the daysahead.

Sincerely,

Pros Costar
The Honorable Dana RohrabacherHouse of RepresentativesWashington, D.C. 20515-0545

with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end the
conflict and start building a better future. Along with our
allies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closely
with us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not only
for the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead

Sincerely,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Charlie:
Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
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France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,



2

with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end the
conflict and start building a better future. Along with our
allies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closely
with us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not only
for the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Charles B. Rangel
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3215
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Don:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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Dear Don:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
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peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,



2

with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end theconflict and start building a better future. Along with ourallies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closelywith us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Donald M. Payne
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3010
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear John:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. [In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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Dear John:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. [In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.
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peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,



2

with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end the
conflict and start building a better future. Along with our
allies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closely
with us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable John W. Olver
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-2101
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Jim:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressedPresident Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve theconflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's SecretaryGeneral to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Groupwith military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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Dear Jim:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressedPresident Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve theconflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's SecretaryGeneral to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Groupwith military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,



2

with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end the
conflict and start building a better future. Along with our
allies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closely
with us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not only
for the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable James P. Moran
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-4608
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WAS HINGTON

February il, 1999

Dear George:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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February il, 1999

Dear George:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,



with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end theconflict and start building a better future. Along with our
allies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closelywith us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable George Miller
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0507
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will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead

Sincerely,

The Honorable George Miller
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0507



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Marty:
Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressedPresident Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve theconflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's SecretaryGeneral to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Groupwith military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Marty:
Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressedPresident Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve theconflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's SecretaryGeneral to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Groupwith military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,



2

with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end the
conflict and start building a better future. Along with our
allies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closely
with us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not only
for the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Martin T. Meehan
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-2105

2

with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end the
conflict and start building a better future. Along with our
allies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closely
with us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not only
for the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead

Sincerely,

The Honorable Martin T. Meehan
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-2105



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Mike:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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Dear Mike:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
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cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
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The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,



2

with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Groupprovides a window of opportunity for both sides to end theconflict and start building a better future. Along with ourallies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closelywith us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. Wewill continue our consultations with the Congress in the daysahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Michael R. McNulty
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3221
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Jim:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressedPresident Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve theconflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Groupwith military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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Dear Jim:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressedPresident Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve theconflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Groupwith military force
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,



2

with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end theconflict and start building a better future. Along with ourallies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closelywith us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. Wewill continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable James P. McGovern
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-2103
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The Honorable James P. McGovern
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Nita:
Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressedPresident Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve theconflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Groupwith military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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Dear Nita:
Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressedPresident Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
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The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.
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peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve theconflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Groupwith military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,



2

with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end the
conflict and start building a better future. Along with our
allies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closely
with us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not only
for the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Nita M. Lowey
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3218
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Tom:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressedPresident Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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Dear Tom:
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Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
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Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
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2

with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end the
conflict and start building a better future. Along with our
allies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closelywith us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Tom Lantos
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0512
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WAS HINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Dennis:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressedPresident Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve theconflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Groupwith military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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Dear Dennis:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressedPresident Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
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example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve theconflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Groupwith military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,



with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end the
conflict and start building a better future. Along with our
allies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closely
with us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not only
for the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Dennis J. Kucinich
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3510
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Washington, D.C. 20515-3510



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Representative King:
Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has

©

instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,



with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end theconflict and start building a better future. Along with ourallies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closelywith us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Peter T. King
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3203
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provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end theconflict and start building a better future. Along with ourallies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closelywith us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead

Sincerely,

The Honorable Peter T. King
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3203



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Representative Kelly:
Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressedPresident Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Groupwith military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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Dear Representative Kelly:
Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressedPresident Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Groupwith military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,



with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end theconflict and start building a better future. Along with ourallies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closelywith us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. Wewill continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Sue W. Kelly
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3219
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Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closelywith us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. Wewill continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead

Sincerely,

The Honorable Sue W. Kelly
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3219



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Steny:
Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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Dear Steny:
Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end theconflict and start building a better future. Along with ourallies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closelywith us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. Wewill continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-2005
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The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Gene:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Gene:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,



with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end theconflict and start building a better future. Along with ourallies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closelywith us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. Wewill continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Gene Green
House of Representatives
Washington, D.c. 20515-4329
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Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closelywith us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. Wewill continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead

Sincerely,

The Honorable Gene Green
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-4329



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Martin:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressedPresident Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve theconflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Groupwith military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Martin:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressedPresident Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve theconflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Groupwith military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,



2

with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end the
conflict and start building a better future. Along with our
allies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closely
with us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not only
for the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Martin Frost
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-4324
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Anna:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has

©

instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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Dear Anna:
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noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
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instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,



2

with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end the
conflict and start building a better future. Along with our
allies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closely
with us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not only
for the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Anna G. Eshoo
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0514
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Sincerely,

The Honorable Anna G. Eshoo
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Julia:
Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Julia:
Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,



2

with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end theconflict and start building a better future. Along with ourallies, we' will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closelywith us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. Wewill continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Julia M. Carson
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-1410
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Sincerely,
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House of Representatives
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear David:

Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
introducing security forces from outside Kosovo; launching
disproportionate offensive military operations; and failing to
cooperate with the Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has
demonstrated clearly his failure to abide by the agreements.
The recent massacre of ethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another
example of Belgrade's defiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve the
conflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreement
and called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end the
conflict and start building a better future. Along with our
allies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closely
with us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not only
for the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable David E. Bonior
Democratic Whip
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-2210
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999

Dear Joseph:
Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As you
noted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. In
recent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressed
President Milosevic to live up to the commitments he made under
the October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has
instead chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-
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France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations strategy and empowered NATO's Secretary
General to authorize air strikes against targets in the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in the event the Serbs refuse to
negotiate in good faith or fail to comply with commitments
already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave no doubt in
Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the Contact Group
with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb security
forces from Kosovo. Kosovars will exercise all police powers,
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with the exception of policing the FRY's international borders.
Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-making authority over
education, health and cultural institutions. It is a fair
agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-government
they deserve.

The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Group
provides a window of opportunity for both sides to end the
conflict and start building a better future. Along with our
allies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end the
violence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.

Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closely
with us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not only
for the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. We
will continue our consultations with the Congress in the days
ahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Joseph Crowley
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3207
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1999
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER
LARRY STEIN 4

SUBJECT: Letter from Representative Engel, et al.,
Regarding Kosovo.

Purpose

Respond to Representative Eliot Engel and 23 House colleagues
who wrote expressing concern about recent developments in
Kosovo.

Background

The Members point out that, while a humanitarian catastrophe has
been averted, Belgrade is not complying with the October
agreements. They call for a political settlement that gives
Kosovar Albanians the right to decide their future through a
referendum.

Your reply describes the Contact Group's demand that Belgrade
and the Kosovar Albanians convene at a peace conference in
France and the NATO warning that backs that demand. It also
details some specific provisions of the U.S.-backed political
settlement draft.
RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letters at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Reply to Members
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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7Congress of the Elnited States
Gashington, BE 20515

January 20, 1999

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:
We write to express our profound concern about the situation in
Kosova and current U.S. policy toward the region. While we are
relieved that U.S. and international intervention, albeit late in
coming, averted a humanitarian catastrophe in the fall, we
believe that Belgrade still has yet to comply with key parts of
the deal struck between Ambassador Richard Holbrooke and YugoslavPresident Slobodan Milosevic in October. Furthermore, we believe
that our diplomatic efforts to impel the parties to reach
agreement are a misguided attempt to pressure the victims of the
conflict while deferring to its perpetrators.
Since the beginning of the Kosova crisis, your Administration has
said that the international community would hold Milosevic
personally responsible for the circumstances in Kosova. While
holding Milosevic's feet to the fire is very important, making
him the linchpin of peace is a mistake. To depend on someone who
Congress has branded a war criminal and who started the wars in
Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia, and Kosova to guarantee the security
of the Kosovars is counterproductive.
Today, not surprisingly, key provisions of the deal are beingviolated. First, the agreement clearly requires Belgrade to
remove thousands of troops and paramilitary police. According toall published reports, Milosevic is not even complying with the
limits he committed his forces to observe.

Second, it appears that Milosevic is not living up to his pledge
to grant a general amnesty to those involved with the conflict in
Kosova. In fact, Human Rights Watch reports that as many as 1500
Albanians are now under detention where they are tortured and
held on the basis of little or no evidence. Furthermore, among
the detainees are several student leaders. These young persons,
especially, must be released immediately.
Third, investigators of the International Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia have been barred from visiting sites where atrocities
are suspected of having occurred. This is a blatant violation of
the Tribunal's basic authority, as well as Article 13 of United
Nations Security Council Resolution 1160 which calls for full
cooperation with the Tribunal in relation to Kosova. And, onlylast week, Finnish investigators called off their probe of
atrocities at one site because they were met by bus loads of
Serbian police. After more than 1500 dead and numerous reports
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of atrocities committed mostly by Yugoslav and Serbian security
personnel, we must not stand for obstruction of the
investigators' efforts and must compel Milosevic to accept the
jurisdiction of the Tribunal in all matters pertaining to war
crimes anywhere in the former Yugoslavia.
Fourth, Milosevic agreed to permit up to 2000 civilian
"verifiers" to monitor compliance with the arrangement he struck
with Holbrooke. Predictably, today, he is delaying their visas
and obstructing their work.

It is clear that Milosevic is severely violating the deal he
reached with Ambassador Holbrooke and that the international
community must take steps to force compliance. Nevertheless, we
have again learned that devising an agreement which depends on
the cooperation of Milosevic only strengthens his position within
Serbia and guarantees the failure of our diplomatic efforts. The
result will likely be renewed conflict, another humanitarian
disaster, and rising pressure on NATO to act forcibly.
We applaud the goal of reaching an interim agreement to halt the
strife in Kosova. However, the methods the U.S. and our allies
have used to promote such an accord have been flawed. In recent
weeks, we have heard reports that American diplomats have begun
to present ultimatums to the parties. We believe that this
tactic is severely unwise and must end. Although we hope that
the parties are able to reach agreement, we must allow them,
particularly the Kosovar Albanians, to make decisions for
themselves. The Albanians are in a severely disadvantaged
negotiating position as they do not control many of the key
levers of power, and Milosevic continues to violate the deal
which should ensure their security.
Furthermore, the repression was brought upon the Kosovars.
Forcing them into an agreement which most citizens of Kosova
oppose will only further radicalize the population and prolong
the fighting -- a result no one desires.
Regarding the interim accord, it is our opinion that while
restoring a small level of autonomy to Kosovar villages, the
current U.S. draft will only ensure gridlock during the interim
period and Belgrade's dominion in the long run.

An interim agreement should be based on the following principles:
o Urgent withdrawal of all Serbian Republic police forces from

Kosova and their replacement by locally comprised and
controlled units. Furthermore, presence of military units
should be strictly regulated.
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o Restoration of no less than the rights guaranteed to Kosova
under the 1974 Yugoslav Constitution. These rights were
unilaterally withdrawn by Milosevic in 1989 in an action
termed illegal by the U.S. government. The U.S. -proposeddraft interim agreement falls far short of this objective.It establishes an ineffective provincial presidency, a
gridlocked parliament, and a Serbian-dominated security
system throughout the province enabling Milosevic to sustain
the repressive policy he has followed since 1989.

o Holding a referendum by the people of Kosova after three
years to decide, without preconditions, unresolved final
status issues. The U.S. draft, however, calls for future
changes to be made by mutual consent of the Serbs and
Kosovar Albanians. This ultimately provides Milosevic with
a veto and turns the "interim" accord into a final status
agreement.

In the end, we fear that forcing an agreement on the Kosovars
which they do not want and which requires Milosevic's cooperation
to succeed, only brings future instability and war.

Thank you for considering our views and we look forward to
working with you to ensure that U.S. policy brings peace and
stability to the Balkans.

Sincerely,

Eliot L. Engel Peter T. King
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Sue W. Kelly
Member of Coxgress

John W. Olver
Member of Congress

Donald M. Payne
Member of Congress

. McGSvern
of Congress

Oran
ber of gress

pf-

J@ Se E. Serrano
Member of Congress
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 28, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR GLYN T. DAVIES
NSC Executive Secretariat

FROM: JANET MURGUIA
Legislative Affairs

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President byvarious members of Congress. Since these letters address national
security issues, we would appreciate your assistance in drafting
the responses.

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have any
questions, please call Eli Joseph at x67500.

The following is a brief description of the letters:
1) Rep. David E. Bonior (D-MI), concerning the need for

the United States to begin airstrikes against Serbian
military and police targets;

2) Rep. Eliot L. Engel (D-NY) and twenty-three other
Members of Congress, concerning the situation in
Kosova and current U.S. policy toward the region; and,

3) Rep. Ernest J. Istook, Jr. (R-OK) and three other
Members of Congress, concerning the grave
circumstance of the domestic oil and gas
industry, and its impact on our national
security and energy independence.

Enclosures

JAN : :
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Bartlett, L. June
From: Bartlett. L. June
Sent: Wednesday, February 10, 1999 10:44 PM
To: @BOSNIA - Bosnian Affairs
Ce: @CROSS - Cross Hatches; @WWD - West Wing Des
Subject: Congressional letters - Package 0642 [UNCLASSIFIED]

Importance: High

Staff Secretary/Mr. Berger (Steinberg for)/Stein have approved the letter contained in package 0642. Staff Secretarymade edits to the letter -- which have made. The additional letters and labels need to be completed. Staff Secretaryhas asked that ifwe can get these letters back to them, they will have President sign the letters tomorrow, Thursday,
February 11.

Would appreciate your expediting so we can get package back to Staff Secretary on Thursday.

The letters should be dated February 11, 1999.

Please send the additional letters back to @CROSS via e-mail tomorrow. Diskette will remain in Executive Secretary.You may send the labels separately to WWD noting which package number.

| will forward you a copy of Phil Caplan's edits in the first a.m. mail run, Thursday - FYI.

Thanks.

0642itr.doc

June
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0642
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

February 1, 1999

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER

THROUGH: GREG SCHULTE I
FROM: MICHAEL HURLEY ven

SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to Representative Engel,et al., Recommending Interim Agreement Policy in
Kosovo

Representative Engel, et al., wrote the President to express
concern about developments in Kosovo. Attached at Tab Ais adraft Presidential reply.

cnt
Concurrences by: Miles Lackey, Joseph Bouchard

RECOMMENDATION

That you approve the draft reply at Tab A and sign the
memorandum to the President at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum for the President

Tab A Letter to Representative Engel
Tab B Incoming Correspondence
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER
LARRY STEIN

SUBJECT: Letter from Representative Engel, et al.,
Regarding Kosovo.

Purpose

Respond to Representative Eliot Engel and 23 House colleagues
who wrote expressing concern about recent developments in
Kosovo.

Background

The Members point out that, while a humanitarian catastrophe has
been averted, Belgrade is not complying with the October
agreements. They call for a political settlement that givesKosovar Albanians the right to decide their future through a
referendum.

Your reply describes the Contact Group's demand that Belgrade
and the Kosovar Albanians convene at a peace conference in
France and the NATO warning that backs that demand. It alsodetails some specific provisions of the U.S.-backed politicalsettlement draft.
RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letters at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Reply to Members
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Dear Eliot:
Thank you for your letter on the situation in Kosovo. As younoted, the efforts of the United States and the international
community averted a humanitarian catastrophe this winter. Inrecent weeks, Belgrade's brutality has eroded the cease-fire and
once again threatened ethnic Albanian civilians.
Since last fall, our government and our allies have pressedMilosevic to live up to the commitments he made under the
October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has instead
chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-introducingsecurity forces from outside Kosovo; launching disproportionateoffensive military operations; and failing to cooperate with the
Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has demonstrated clearlyhis failure to abide by the agreements. The recent massacre ofethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another example of Belgrade'sdefiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve theconflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreementand called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations' strategy and empowered NATO's SecretaryGeneral to authorize air strikes against targets in the FRY in
the event the Serbs are determined to be responsible for failure
to reach agreement at the conference or they fail to comply with
commitments already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave
no doubt in Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the
Contact Group with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. All police powers, with the exception of
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October agreements with NATO and the OSCE. But he has instead
chosen to continue his repressive policies. By re-introducingsecurity forces from outside Kosovo; launching disproportionateoffensive military operations; and failing to cooperate with the
Kosovo Verification Mission, Milosevic has demonstrated clearlyhis failure to abide by the agreements. The recent massacre ofethnic Albanians in Racak is yet another example of Belgrade'sdefiance of the international community.

We have made clear to Belgrade and the Kosovar Albanians that a
peaceful, negotiated settlement is the best way to resolve theconflict. To achieve that, the United States and its Contact
Group partners endorsed the draft interim political agreementand called on both sides to convene at a peace conference in
France. Additionally, NATO gave its full backing to the Contact
Group negotiations' strategy and empowered NATO's SecretaryGeneral to authorize air strikes against targets in the FRY in
the event the Serbs are determined to be responsible for failure
to reach agreement at the conference or they fail to comply with
commitments already agreed. NATO's stern warning should leave
no doubt in Belgrade that NATO will back up the demands of the
Contact Group with military force.
Under the interim agreement, Kosovars will elect a President, an
Assembly and local governmental bodies. The agreement will lead
to the removal of the substantial majority of Serb securityforces from Kosovo. All police powers, with the exception of
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policing the FRY's international borders, will be exercised byKosovars. Moreover, Kosovo will have full decision-makingauthority over education, health and cultural institutions. Itis a fair agreement, one that will provide Kosovars the self-
government they deserve.
The peace conference under the auspices of the Contact Groupprovides a window of opportunity for both sides to end theconflict and start building a better future. Along with ourallies, we will exert maximum pressure on Belgrade to end theviolence in Kosovo and reach a just political settlement.
Again, thank you for writing and for your offer to work closelywith us as the peace process moves forward. We greatly value
your interest and involvement in this important issue, not onlyfor the people of Kosovo, but for the region as a whole. Wewill continue our consultations with the Congress in the daysahead.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Eliot L. Engel
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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Congress of the Gnited States Z62ZHashington, BC 20515

January 20, 1999

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
Dear Mr. President:
We write to express our profound concern about the situation inKosova and current U.S. policy toward the region. While we arerelieved that U.S. and international intervention, albeit late incoming, averted a humanitarian catastrophe in the fall, webelieve that Belgrade still has yet to comply with key parts ofthe deal struck between Ambassador Richard Holbrooke and YugoslavPresident Slobodan Milosevic in October. Furthermore, we believethat our diplomatic efforts to impel the parties to reachagreement are a misguided attempt to pressure the victims of theconflict while deferring to its perpetrators.
Since the beginning of the Kosova crisis, your Administration hassaid that the international community would hold Milosevicpersonally responsible for the circumstances in Kosova. Whileholding Milosevic's feet to the fire is very important, makinghim the linchpin of peace is a mistake. To depend on someone whoCongress has branded a war criminal and who started the wars inSlovenia, Croatia, Bosnia, and Kosova to guarantee the securityof the Kosovars is counterproductive.
Today, not surprisingly, key provisions of the deal are beingviolated. First, the agreement clearly requires Belgrade toremove thousands of troops and paramilitary police. According toall published reports, Milosevic is not even complying with thelimits he committed his forces to observe.
Second, it appears that Milosevic is not living up to his pledgeto grant a general amnesty to those involved with the conflict inKosova. In fact, Human Rights Watch reports that as many as 1500Albanians are now under detention where they are tortured andheld on the basis of little or no evidence. Furthermore, amongthe detainees aré several student leaders. These young persons,especially, must be released immediately.
Third, investigators of the International Tribunal for the FormerYugoslavia have been barred from visiting sites where atrocitiesare suspected of having occurred. This is a blatant violation ofthe Tribunal's basic authority, as well as Article 13 of UnitedNations Security Council Resolution 1160 which calls for fullcooperation with the Tribunal in relation to Kosova. And, onlylast week, Finnish investigators called off their probe ofatrocities at one site because they were met by bus loads ofSerbian police. After more than 1500 dead and numerous reports
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of atrocities committed mostly by Yugoslav and Serbian securitypersonnel, we must not stand for obstruction of the
investigators' efforts and must compel Milosevic to accept the
jurisdiction of the Tribunal in all matters pertaining to war
crimes anywhere in the former Yugoslavia.
Fourth, Milosevic agreed to permit up to 2000 civilian"verifiers" to monitor compliance with the arrangement he struckwith Holbrooke. Predictably, today, he is delaying their visas
and obstructing their work.

It is clear that Milosevic is severely violating the deal he
reached with Ambassador Holbrooke and that the international
community must take steps to force compliance. Nevertheless, we
have again learned that devising an agreement which depends on
the cooperation of Milosevic only strengthens his position within
Serbia and guarantees the failure of our diplomatic efforts. Theresult will likely be renewed conflict, another humanitarian
disaster, and rising pressure on NATO to act forcibly.
Weapplaud the goal of reaching an interim agreement to halt thestrife in Kosova. However, the methods the U.S. and our allies
have used to promote such an accord have been flawed. In recent
weeks, we have heard reports that American diplomats have begunto present ultimatums to the parties. We believe that thistactic is severely unwise and must end. Although we hope that
the parties are able to reach agreement, we must allow them,
particularly the Kosovar Albanians, to make decisions for
themselves. The Albanians are in a severely disadvantaged
negotiating position as they do not control many of the keylevers of power, and Milosevic continues to violate the deal
which should ensure their security.
Furthermore, the repression was brought upon the Kosovars.
Forcing them into an agreement which most citizens of Kosova
oppose will only further radicalize the population and prolongthe fighting -- a result no one desires.
Regarding the interim accord, it is our opinion that while
restoring a small level of autonomy to Kosovar villages, the
current U.S. draft will only ensure gridlock during the interim
period and Belgrade's dominion in the long run.

An interim agreement should be based on the following principles:
o Urgent withdrawal of all Serbian Republic police forces from

Kosova and their replacement by locally comprised and
controlled units. Furthermore, presence of military units
should be strictly regulated.
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o Restoration of no less than the rights guaranteed to Kosova
under the 1974 Yugoslav Constitution. These rights were
unilaterally withdrawn by Milosevic in 1989 in an action
termed illegal by the U.S. government. The U.S.-proposeddraft interim agreement falls far short of this objective.It establishes an ineffective provincial presidency, a
gridlocked parliament, and a Serbian-dominated security
system throughout the province enabling Milosevic to sustainthe repressive policy he has followed since 1989.

o Holding a referendum by the people of Kosova after three
years to decide, without preconditions, unresolved finalstatus issues. The U.S. draft, however, calls for future
changes to be made by mutual consent of the Serbs and
Kosovar Albanians. This ultimately provides Milosevic with
a veto and turns the "interim" accord into a final status
agreement.

In the end, we fear that forcing an agreement on the Kosovars
which they do not want and which requires Milosevic's cooperationto succeed, only brings future instability and war.
Thank you for considering our views and we look forward to
working with you to ensure that U.S. policy brings peace andstability to the Balkans.

Sincerely,
e

Eliot L. Engel Peter T. King

John W. Olver Sue W. Kelly
Member of Congress Member of Cofgress

Donald M. Payne
Member of Congress

essMember of ConMember of Congress

er of Congress

oran
er of gress

Jgse E. Serrano
Member of Congress

¢

The President
January 20, 1999
page three

o Restoration of no less than the rights guaranteed to Kosova
under the 1974 Yugoslav Constitution. These rights were
unilaterally withdrawn by Milosevic in 1989 in an action
termed illegal by the U.S. government. The U.S.-proposeddraft interim agreement falls far short of this objective.It establishes an ineffective provincial presidency, a
gridlocked parliament, and a Serbian-dominated security
system throughout the province enabling Milosevic to sustainthe repressive policy he has followed since 1989.

o Holding a referendum by the people of Kosova after three
years to decide, without preconditions, unresolved finalstatus issues. The U.S. draft, however, calls for future
changes to be made by mutual consent of the Serbs and
Kosovar Albanians. This ultimately provides Milosevic with
a veto and turns the "interim" accord into a final status
agreement.

In the end, we fear that forcing an agreement on the Kosovars
which they do not want and which requires Milosevic's cooperationto succeed, only brings future instability and war.
Thank you for considering our views and we look forward to
working with you to ensure that U.S. policy brings peace andstability to the Balkans.

Sincerely,
e

Eliot L. Engel Peter T. King

John W. Olver Sue W. Kelly
Member of Congress Member of Cofgress

Donald M. Payne
Member of Congress

essMember of ConMember of Congress

er of Congress

oran
er of gress

Jgse E. Serrano
Member of Congress

¢



The President
The White House
page four

stophe¥ H. Smith
Member of CongressMember jof Congress

Tom Lantos Michael R. McNulty
Member of CongressMember of Conqress

D..Rien
Dana Rohrabacher
Me of Congress

Carson
of Congress

eMie
George MilJer
Member of Congress

Char¥é4s B
Member of Co ess

NRAnna G. Eshdo Nita M. Lowey
Member of Congress Member of Congress

he GreenDennis J. Kucinic
r of Congress Member of Congress

e

Joseph Crowley avid E. Bonior
Member of Congress Member of Congress

AN gh: Fi
Martin Frost
Member of Congress

MeeHan
Congress

ar
Me er of

The President
The White House
page four

stophe¥ H. Smith
Member of CongressMember jof Congress

Tom Lantos Michael R. McNulty
Member of CongressMember of Conqress

D..Rien
Dana Rohrabacher
Me of Congress

Carson
of Congress

eMie
George MilJer
Member of Congress

Char¥é4s B
Member of Co ess

NRAnna G. Eshdo Nita M. Lowey
Member of Congress Member of Congress

he GreenDennis J. Kucinic
r of Congress Member of Congress

e

Joseph Crowley avid E. Bonior
Member of Congress Member of Congress

AN gh: Fi
Martin Frost
Member of Congress

MeeHan
Congress

ar
Me er of



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 28, 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR GLYN T. DAVIES

FROM:

SUBJECT:

NSC Executive Secretariat
JANET MURGUIA
Legislative Affairs
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President byvarious members of Congress. Since these letters address nationalsecurity issues, we would appreciate your assistance in draftingthe responses.
Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have anyquestions, please call Eli Joseph at x67500.
The following is a brief description of the letters:
1)

2)

3)

Enclosures

Rep. David E. Bonior (D-MI), concerning the need forthe United States to begin airstrikes against Serbianmilitary and police targets;
Rep. Eliot L. Engel (D-NY) and twenty-three other
Members of Congress, concerning the situation inKosova and current U.S. policy toward the region; and,
Rep. Ernest J. Istook, Jr. (R-OK) and three other
Members of Congress, concerning the gravecircumstance of the domestic oil and gasindustry, and its impact on our national
security and energy independence.

JAN S :
:
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