


























































































































































































































May 4-5 conference on social integration sponsored by the EU.
This would provide an opportunity for broad consultations
between Shattuck and all relevant parties in the integration
debate.

e Announce a concrete USG contribution to the Riga Law School
project to underscore commitment to the rule of law in the
region and particularly in Latvian society. The school will
be open to members of all ethnic groups, including Russians,
in Latvia, as well as to Estonians and Lithuanians.

e Make a concrete U.S. contribution through funding or technical
assistance to the Latvian President's Council on Minorities
and/or proposed Information Center of the Latvian
Naturalization Board in order to promote accelerated
naturalization and integration of minorities.

Working with the Russians

Objective: Convince Moscow that current pressure on Latvia 1is
counterproductive in terms of improving the status of the
Russian-speaking minority. Encourage Moscow to avoid exaggerated
rhetoric and to resume dialogue.

e Establish factual and shared-U.S./EU/OSCE assessment of what
progress Latvia has made, share it with the Russians, and get
it into the public domain.

e Use U.S.-Russian channels to encourage Russia to adopt a more
factual treatment of the issue and to give quiet diplomacy a
chance. Discourage threats of sanctions or other punitive
"economic measures" as likely to be counterproductive and to
hurt Russians in Latvia as much as Latvia itself..

e Encourage Russia to agree that OSCE recommendations and
assessments are the basis upon which we will work with the
Latvians (i.e. discourage the Russians from 'moving the goal
posts.) Coordinate on this issue with the EU and others to
convince Moscow that there is a common front among the
international community in support of OSCE recommendations.

e Repuff any Russian efforts to mobilize international community
to further isolate or stigmatize Latvia, e.g., Russian
proposal for G-8 statement.

The Historical Reconciliation Track

Objective: Follow up on Riga synagogue bombing. Convince all the
Balts that they should more proactively address the issue of the



past, especially the Holocaust, in order i.a. to prevent
mishandling of future veterans' commemorations.

e Keep FBI actively involved in Latvian investigation of the
April 2nd bombing of the Riga synagogue. This will help
enhance the credibility of the government's investigation of
the incident.

e Provide crisis management (including public affairs) training
to Latvia (or regionally to all three Baltic states) to
enhance domestic capacity to coordinate effectively in a
crisis.

e Publicly welcome action by Latvian President and National
Security Council to remove from office those military officers
who participated in the Latvian Legion commemoration as well
as police officials who failed to provide effective protection
for the synagogue as soon as these actions are ratified by
the Latvian parliament after the Easter recess.

e Continue to encourage the Baltics to form a Historical
Commission that would examine the events of World War II in
the Baltic region. The Lithuanians and Latvians are already
indicated that they favor this proposal as does the AJC.

e Work with the Baltics in a joint effort to examine the cause,
consequences, prevention and prosecution of hate crimes. The
Joint Partnership Commission could announce a one-year program
of joint work with recommendations to be delivered to the
Commission.

e Invite Latvia and other Baltic states to participate in the
Washington conference on Holocaust era assets.

e Continue to pursue property restitution by Latvian authorities
to Jewish groups from which communal property was confiscated
during the war.

Developing a Public Profile

Objective: Get our side of the story out to preempt conservative
criticism that we have not been tough enough on the Russians. Be
prepared for questions on the Baltic issue when the Senate

resumes debate on enlargement next week.

e Meet with the CEEC on this issue (perhaps at Deputy Secretary
level).

e Background a sympathetic journalist on what we are doing.


























