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FAX COVER SHEET
EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

RIGA, LATVIA

TEL: (371) 782-0046

FAX: IDD (371) 782-0047

DATE: September 26, 1996

TO: Dan Fried
Special Assistant to the President

and Senior Director for Central and
Eastern European Affairs

National Security Council
FAX: 202 456-9150

PROM: Ambassador Larry Napp

Dear Dan,

Attached is a summary of statements and actions by Latvian
parliamentarians on Chechnya as requested. The Latvian
Government has been careful to distance itself from such
statements. I am convinced that there will not be any official
statements or actions in support of Chechen independence,
although the GOL has been critical of what it sees as excessive
Russian use of force and human rights violations in Chechnya.
While the GOL will steer clear of pronouncements about Chechen
independence, Latvian Parliamentarians will probably continue to
make statements that antagonize the Russians.

cc: EUR/NB

4 pages excluding cover page
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MEMORANDUM

Tos Ambassador Napper

Bubject: Latvia's Position on the Chechen Crisis

SAEIMA

From: Alvis Ancans, POL
9/26/96

Auaust 23

Six Saeima members handed over to the Russian embasay a letter
addressed to Boris Yeltsin, demanding immediate recognition of
the Chechen independence and withdrawal of Russian troops from
the breakaway republic. Russian ambassador Rannikh refused to
see the parliamentarians. The letter was signed by 62 members
of the Saeima (including Imants Daudiss and Janina Kusnere of
the Saeima Presidium), although most active pro-Chechen MPs

represent the so-calle@ Chechen Support Group headed by MP

Juris Vidins of Fatherland and Freedon.

Saeima Speaker Tiga Kreituse remarked she agreed in principle
to what was eaid in the document but could not sign it due to
her status. Foreign minister Birkavs would not have signed it
either, she added.

September 5

In a ceremony held in the Saeima, two unofficial
representatives of the Chechen republic in Latvia presented
members of the Chechen Support Group with a flag of their
republic to thank the "Latvian people for supporting the
Chechen struggle fur freedom." A few days later the media
reported that one of the "Chechen representatives" was staying
in Latvia illegally and was subject to deportation from the
country.

GOVERNMENT

There have been no statements by the government officials in
recent months regarding the situation in Chechnya. According
to-the MFA, the Latvian government considers the conflict
Russia's internal problem as was officially stated last year.
At the same time, the Latvian government calls for a peaceful
resolution of the conflict and expresses concern over the
large number of civilian casualties in the republic.
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PRESIDENT

September 24

According to the president's press office, Guntis Ulmanis took
part in the discussion on the situation in Chechnya at the COE
Parliamentary Assembly in Strasbourg this week. He had
reportedly noted that "human rights are not only Russia's
internal problem because Russia is a COE member and human
rights violations in Chechnya has an impact on the COE."
Speaking at a news conference after the COE Parliamentary
Assembly, Ulmanis said that the events in Chechnya must be
discussed "openly, courageously and critically."
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o Groznyas, Vélik pilseta jaat-
sidpari ¢ec¢enu vientbam,

Cecenijas miers noregulésa-
nus atbalstnayi Maskava poziti-
"spars ALebeda darb:

tameas cusektiesiou
Sergejs Kovaluvy noe

véléja A.Lebedam pandkumus
un izteica Caribu. ka viga miera
misijas gala rezultats bits kara
partraukSana. Telefonsaruna
ar Ouenas korespondentu §,Kou-
valovs izteica neizpratni par
BJelcina reakciju attiecibé uz
A Lebeda darbibu.
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Krievu un éecenu virsnieki apsarga &ku Navije Atagi ciem3, kur ceturtdien Krievijas
drosibas padomes sekretars Aleksandrs Lebeds un cecenu armijas staba prieksnieks
Asians Mashadovs vienojas par pamieru. Tas paredz daléji izvest karojogo pusu spékus
no Groznijas un izveidot tur kopigas komandantiiras. Foto Reuter

Rannihs neuzklausa cecenu atbalstitajus
Juris Tihonovs

Riga, 23.aug. Sesi Latvijas
Saeimas deputati piektdien
Krievyas «est iectba iesniedza
Krievijas prezidentam Borisam
Jelcinam adresétu véstuli. kura
pieprasits nekavéjoties par-
traukt genocidu pret Ccecenu
tautu, kas esot kvalificejams ka
noziegums pret ciivéci, Vésuu-
12, ko parakstips8i 62 Sacimas
deputati, an pieprasits izvest
no Ceéenijas Krievijas karaspé-
ku, ka ari atzit Cecenijas repub-
likas [Ckérijuxs neatkarbu de
facto un de iure, Lai gan vizite
bija pieteikta jau ceturtdien, to-
inér Larvijas deputatus netelai-
da véstnieciba par prieks-
kambari. Krievijas véstnieka
Latvija Aleksandra Ranniha vie-
12 véstuli pienéma véstniecibas
3.sekrelars,

Véstuli véstnieciba iesnie-
dza Ceéenijas atbalsta grupas
vaditajs Latvijas Saeima Juris
Vidins, kA ari deputati Juris
Sinka, Gundars Valdmanis, J&-
nis Adamsons. Andris Rubins
un Péteris Tabins. PTabtins
péce véstules nodoSanas teica
zurnalistiem, ka vipam kauns

Péteris Tabuns (priekSplana) un vél piec] Saeirnas
deputati, kuri piektdien nodeva Krievijas véstnieciba
Riga Borisam Jefcinam adresétu véstuli, talak par
priekskambari netika. Véstnieks Aleksands Rannihs
vinus nepienéma. Foto- Ilmars Znotins, Diena

par to. ka Krievijas véstnieciba
piepémusi Latvijas parlamenté-
nieSus, Nemaz nelaiZot véstnie
ciba, kaut ari tika prasita vizite
pie véstnieka, J.Vidin§ teica, ka
vios $4du attieksmi esot gaidi-
jis. Taéu. ta k4 véstuli paraksti-
ju$i 62 tautas véléti priekSstavii,
tad ta esot necienas izradiéana

nevis pret depulatiem, bet gan
pret Latvijas valsti un tas pilso-
giem. J.Adamsons pauda vie.
dokli, ka Krievijas véstniecibas
attieksmé pret Saeimas depurta-
tiem izpaudusies Krievijas no-
stja pret mazajim tautém.

Véstules parakstilaju vidi
bija visu Saeimas frakciju par

stavji, izaemot socialistus. Vés-
Cull parakstijuSi ari Saeimas
pres dua parstavyi Imants Dau
diks un Janina Kusnere.

Saernas pniek&sédétaja Mga
Kreituse Dienat pastastija, ka
vigai parakstit véstuli neviens
neesot piedivajis. Vipa to ari
nebutu darijusi. jo ienem Saei-
mas pricksédétajas amatu, ka
ari pilda Valsts prezidenta pie
nakumus. Tapec vinai esot
jJduznemas politiaka atbildiba,
LKrentuse véstuli novértéja ka
deputatu brivas gobas izpaus-
mi. «fs principa piekritu: vi-
sam. kas ir véstule. TA ir Krievi-
jas probléma. jo Krievija ir ap-

lou daudz savéjo. nevis
aizsatot uz Ceceniju karot. bet
gan tos, kas tur dzivo. Es pie
kritu Sim dokumentam, bet
amata dé] to nevaru parakstir,
tépat ka to nedaritu Birkava
kungs,» teica I.Kreituse.

Ari Liepajas pilsétas dome
Sagatavojusi véstuli, kura iz-
teikts atbalsts ¢ecenu brivibas
Cinitajiem. Liepajas dome sané&
musi informaciju, ka cecenu
brivibas cinitéjiem atbalstu iz-
teikuSas ari 10 pilséru un 35 ra-
jonu paévaldibes Lietuvi.e
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:
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: :

:

:

:

Krievija kritizé Saeimas deklaraciju
:

Pavels Sirovs, Dienas
korespondents Maskava

Maskava, 23.aug. Krievi-
jas Valsts domes vicespikers
Sergejs Baburins, kur§ paélaik
izpilda Domes priekssédétaja
pienakumus. piektdien pazino-
jis. ka janosaka stingraka politi
ka pret Latviju. Komentéjot Sa-
eimas pienemto deklaraciju par
valsts okupdciju, S.Baburins
pavéstijis, ka «Sig dokuments
veicina etnisku tirisanu-,

«Més negaidijim, ka Latvija
ir tik daudz atklatu pretinieku
uzsaktajai Krievijas un Latvijas
attiecibu normalizacijai» BNS
plektdien teica Krievijas Arlietu
ministrijas 2.Eiropas departa-
menta darbinieks Sergejs Pri-
hodjko. kas atbild par attieci-
bam ar Baltijas vaistim. Krievi-
jas AM paSlaik uzmanigi pétot
Latvijas deputate piepemtas de-
klaracijas iespéjamo ietekmi uz
divpuséjam attiecibam. Krievi-
jes diplomats neatbildéja uz

jautajumu, val dokumenta
pienemgana ietekmés septem-
bra sakuma planoto Latvijas
premjera Andra Skéles viziti
Maskava. No avotiem Krievijas
Arlietu ministrija BNS kluvis zi-
nams. ka ipasu «pirsteigumu=
Krievijd izraisijusi Abrenes pie
minéSana deklaracija.

Péc S.Baburina vardiem,
«dro3i zinams, ka Rietumi ap-
solijugi uznemt Baltijas valstis
NATO, kad tajas izmainisies
nacionali etniskais sastavs un

pamatnacijas parstavju skaits
bas sasniedzis 70-80%. S.Ba-
burins vada Krievijas Vistautas
savienibu (naciondlistisku or-
ganizaciju. kas ir opozicija pas-
reizéjai Krievijas valdibai un uz
st4jas par PSRS atjaunoSanu),
Vigs pazinojis, ka KVS véréas
pie Krievijas valdibas ar aiciné-
jumu mainit savu nostaju attie
ciba pret Balhijas valstim -
konkréd, paaugstinat lidz pa
saules limenim cenas naftai un
gazei. kas nak no Krievijas. @
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November 24, 1995

His Excellency
William J. Clinton
President of the United States of America

Your Excellency,

On behalf of the people of the Republic of Latvia and on my own behalf |

wish to thank you most warmly for your best wishes on the occasion of the
77th anniversary of the proclamation of the independence of Latvia.

Allow me, Your Excellency, to assure you that the friendly relations between
the Republic of Latvia and your country will continue to prosper for the
mutual benefit of our two peoples.

Please, accept,Your Excellency, the assurance of my highest consideration.

Respectfully yours,

Guntis Ulmanis
State President
of the Republic of Latvia
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 1701

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

March 23, 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR ALICE PUSHKAR

FROM: ANDREW D. SENS NN

SUBCECT: Letter to the First Lady from Dr. Hergt

The NSC staff has no objection if the First Lady wishes to
acknowledge the incoming letter from Dr. Hergt but agrees that no
endorsement for Mr. Oss is neoded

Attachment
Tab A Incoming correspondence
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:

3/11/96
Andrew Sens -

I do not believe that Mrs. Clinton should provide an endorsement
for Mr. Oss. Does this letter require any response to Dr. Hergt?

Alice
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PAAUDZU SOCIALAS INTEGRACIJAS PANSIONATS/ Boarding house for
integration of various age groups.

Consisting of: a) special school for-underage criminals
b) housing for those repressed by the totalitarian

regime.
Aims: Based on "The Summary Report of the Development of the
Latvian People" in the section on the increase of crime and the
desire to remove children and youth from the ciminal environment,
and give them the opportunity to interact with people who are more
experienced and have a more positive outlook on life.

1, The boarding house is a permanent part of the Ministry of
Wellbeing.
2. The boarding house is an independent legal entity with its
own seal and emblem, its own bookkeeping and its own account in
the bank. It has material and non-material rights and its can
udnertake projects.
3. The special school provides in-depth instruction in the French
language and culture and various vocational training opportunities.
4. The lessons are coordinated with the French and Latvian Ministries
of Education.
5. The special school, in conjunction with the laws of the Republic
of Latvia, gives diplomas.

Tasks and the direction of work:
l. To give a purpose to those who are lonely and repressed who can
help erase the bad in children and youth who have been damaged by
a negative environemtn.
2. To undertake research in the effectiveness of increasing social
integration in the orientation of the different age group.
3. To introduce today's methods in humanizing underage criminals.
4. To work in conjunction with French and other coutnries
departments that rehabilitate and reeducate underage criminals
as well as work with interested persons and jurisdictions on
humanizing society. Mariss Oss, pedagogue

previously employed
at the special school
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PROBATE JUDGE (906) 293-5601

February 7, 1996

Mr. Mariss Oss
Brivibas iela 470 Apt. 2
LV-1O56, Riga, Latvia

To Whom It May Concern:

As the Judge of Probate for Mackinac and Luce Counties in the State of Michigan,
U.S.A., part of my caseload consists of all juvenile delinquency matters - matters
committed by those under age 17. I have been asked and have agreed to comment
herein on the concept of one Mr. Mariss Oss to establish a home for delinquent
youth in the nation of Latvia. The concept as described to me is a "home for juvenile
delinquents where they would receive tutelage by living-in, mature adults."

I believe this concept if properly implemented would be very good for many delinquent
youth. Here, our philosophy is to rel.abilitate juveniles if possible in the home of
their own family. However, many juvenile offenders must nevertheless still be placed
in out-of-family homes or facilities due to seriousness of offense, chronic number of
offenses, lack of a suitable or willing relative to care for them, or other factors.

Those juveniles, as well as many who are able to remain with family, can benefit from
the mentoring of a mature, unrelated adult who can teach them constructive values,
morals and behavior, as well as engage them in positive activities. We ourselves
are looking at soon starting a mentor program through our local social services agency,
but believe the difficulty to be in locating suitable adults with the time and
motivation to serve.

The intriguing thing about Mr. Oss' proposal is the idea that the mentor-adults would
live in the same home. This is something I cannot say has been tried in the U.S., to
my knowledge, but very likely it has been in another state and I am not aware.
However, if the adults are properly screened to avoid any with a past history of
offenses or maltreatment against youth, and they are stable and mature, it sounds like
a good proposition.
Based on what I know of the proposition, I endorse it.

Sincerely,

BoratBNeth
Thomas B. North
Probate Judge

TBN: jlr
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LV-1O56, Riga, Latvia

To Whom It May Concern:

As the Judge of Probate for Mackinac and Luce Counties in the State of Michigan,
U.S.A., part of my caseload consists of all juvenile delinquency matters - matters
committed by those under age 17. I have been asked and have agreed to comment
herein on the concept of one Mr. Mariss Oss to establish a home for delinquent
youth in the nation of Latvia. The concept as described to me is a home for juvenile
delinquents where they would receive tutelage by living-in, mature adults.

I believe this concept if properly implemented would be very good for many delinquent
youth. Here, our philosophy is to rel.abilitate juveniles if possible in the home of
their own family. However, many juvenile offenders must nevertheless still be placed
in out-of-family homes or facilities due to seriousness of offense, chronic number of
offenses, lack of a suitable or willing relative to care for them, or other factors.

Those juveniles, ak well 8 many who are able to remain with family, can benefit from
the mentoring of a mature, unrelated adult who can teach them constructive values,
morals and behavior, as well as engage them in positive activities. We ourselves
are looking at soon starting a mentor program through our local social services agency,
but believe the difficulty to be in locating suitable adults with the time and
motivation to serve.

The intriguing thing about Mr. Oss' proposal is the idea that the mentor-adults would
live in the same home. This is something I cannot say has been tried in the U.S., to
my knowledge, but very likely it has been in another state and I am not aware.
However, if the adults are properly screened to avoid any with a past history of
offenses or maltreatment against youth, and they are stable and mature, it sounds like
a good proposition.
Based on what I know of the proposition, I endorse it.

Sincerely,

Thomas B. North
Probate Judge
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RIGAS POLITISKI REPRESETO BIEDRIBA/ The Association of the
Politically Repressed in Riga

On 8/22/95 the Board of the above association heard Maris Oss
proposal for the formation of the boarding house for integration
of various age groups.

The Board of Directors of above association believes that the
formation of such a facility will help curtail the increase of
teenage crime, will allow for the national-patriotic instruction
of youth with western, especially French culture dissemination
in Latvia and shows its support of this proposal.

The Baord of Directors supports this idea and will facilitate
its implementaion.

O Dzenitis, Chairman
Rigas Politiski Represeto
Biedriba

RIGAS POLITISKI REPRESETO BIEDRIBA/ The Association of the
Politically Repressed in Riga

On 8/22/95 the Board of the above association heard Maris Oss
proposal for the formation of the boarding house for integration
of various age groups.

The Board of Directors of above association believes that the
formation of such a facility will help curtail the increase of
teenage crime, will allow for the national-patriotic instruction
of youth with western, especially French culture dissemination
in Latvia and shows its support of this proposal.

The Baord of Directors supports this idea and will facilitate
its implementaion.

O Dzenitis, Chairman
Rigas Politiski Represeto
Biedriba



RIGAS DOME/ RIGA CITY COUNCIL

The department overseeing youth of the Riga City Council
asks your support of the proposal by Maris Oss (former special
school teacher) for the project - the formation of a boarding
house for the social integration of youth, and with the help of
this boarding house, many problems would be solved in the
dysfunctional families with which we have contact on a daily
basis.

A.Stefanovics, Director
Regional police, central
district.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 1701

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

March 20, 1996

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANDREW D. SENS

FROM:

SUBJECT: Letter to the First Lady from Dr. Hergt

Attached at Tab I is your memorandum to Alice Pushkar stating
that the NSC staff has no objection if the First Lady wishes to
acknowledge the incoming letter from Dr. Hergt but agrees that no
endorsement for Mr. Oss is needed.

DANIEL FRIE

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Memo to Pushkar

Tab A Incoming correspondence
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22 December 1995

New Latvian Government

The Latvian parliament on Thursday voted 70 to 24 to confirm aa six party coalition
government--headed by businessman Andris Skele--that cuts a wide swath across the
political spectrum, including the leftist "Saimnieks" and Unity Parties, the centrist Latvia's
Way party, and the nationalist right-wing parties Fatherland and Freedom, Conservative
"LNNK," and Farmers Union-Christian Democrats bloc. For now, the parties' leaders
have committed themselves to keeping Latvia on the reform track, according to press; but
while the mix of parties could temper radicals on either end of the spectrum, the divergent
ideologies ultimately will probably destroy the coalition. In addition, the backgrounds of
some of the new ministers indicates that government corruption could dramatically
increase:

businessman... former deputy, then acting, Agriculture Minister in Latvia's
first post-Soviet government (1991)...chairman of board of state-owned
Latvian 4Shipping Compny 26. 4

PrimeMinister Andris Skele (37)...largely a political unknown, wealthy

ar
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(1991-93), Communist Party Youth Organization activist...co-chairs
Deputy Prime Minister Ziedonis Cevers (35) former InteriorMinister

EO 13526 1.4cSaimnieks. largest leftist party in parliamen

EO 13526 1.4c

e

(44)... eading member ofNational Conservative Party...former deputy
chairman of parliament (1993-November 1995)...known for anti-Russian
rhetoric] EQ 13526 1.4¢
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New Latvian Government

InteriorMinister Colonel Dainis Turlals (45)...member of Saimnieks
party...former Defense Forces chief and Deputy Defense Minister (January .

1992-October 1994)...served 20 years in Soviet Army before
1991...espouses anti-Western defense philosophy: opposes joining NATO,

_wantstosend
EO 13526 1.4c, 1.4(d)

Deputy PrimeMinister and AgricultureMinister Alberts Kauls
(57)...populist leader of the Unity Party...former chairman of Latvian
perestroika-era collective farm and Gorbachev adviser...barred from recent
election list because of brief involvement in pro-Soviet Latvian Salvation
Committeeafter Latvia's inde
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