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March 22, 1995

NOTE TO JEREMY BEN-AMI
FROM: Bob Pellicci (x5-4871)

RE: President Clinton’s Article for the Washington Post

Attached is the markup of the draft article for the Washington
Post regarding the White House Conference on Aging. The draft
article reflects comments from the Department of Health and Human
Services, the National Economic Council (Ellen Seidman), and
OMB’s offices of Economic Policy (Joe Minarik) and Human
Resources (Ken Apfel).

Chris Jennings and Jennifer Klein had serious concerns regarding
the article; they will give you their comments.

Note that the article needs a significant amount of editorial and
stylistic changes. For example, we believe page 4, paragraph 2
should be rewritten to make it more "Presidential".

Please call me if you have any questions.
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cc: Jim Murr
Janet Forsasgren
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PRESIDRNT CLINTON’S ARTICLE POR THE WABHINGTON POST

Oon May 3, 1995, I will addrese the foxmal opening of the
"last White House COnfefence oﬁ &gibg of this century. Thie will
be an historic and momentous event -- the gathering of 2,259
delegates and 250 observers from every corner of our country and
the world to debate and discuse serious issuee and produce
resolutions to shape a national aging policy -- something our
nation needs and deserves but has never had.

| From the start, when we began ﬁlanning thie Confarence more.
than a &ear ago, we looked for and quickly found momentum and
epirit in the grassroota. Since February of 1934, when I called
for the cénVening of the Conference, tens of thousands of pecple,
many of them senior citizene but also people of younger
generations, have organized and participated in more than 700
aevents across the land.

Those who gathered in forums, town meetings. roundtables,
small and large meetings.and activities of all kinde did so with
a central purpose: to lst the White House know what seniors and
people of all generations think and feel about a host of issues.

The messages are clear. I nave heard and understood these

concerns -- whether about heualth care, social sarvices or crime,

.

economic security or nutrition, employment or caregiving,

transpoxtation or volun:eering@older—uomea*o——cmr—eha

-woncern—otwider—vetermme-and-minorities—

e —

Our naticn’e more than 30 million senior citizens look to

the future with optimism and enthusiam, but they have sexious *
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doubts, too -- especially about the quality of life they can

expect for their grandchildren. Seniors—sre—censerned-about—what

—ibroedorrf4neefg-nofe%&2::i:vz:zzezathZijfuzzZ—Q%eet

Oldexr Americans m—the-nm—wm-we-w want
te be listened to and valued. They want to feel safe and secure
in theiyr homes and communities.

Thay want good servicas of many kinds, easily available t

' | wamb Amamcel amd prolbh pevacdy .
those who need them./ They want a future of opportunity and
poasibility for their children, their grandchildren and their
great-grandchildren. |

—Veory—aseurediyr—theywme—finaneiai—and—rouItirrecarity, O
vhemseivurwmrd—younger-gornesationa. At the 1995 White House
Conference on Aging, there will bs lively debate about many
things, butp-especiailyvtﬁbout Social Security and Medicare.

I shaxe the concerns of ocur senlor citizens, and the
concerne of all Aﬁericans. about the future of these two vital
programs that make it possible for millions of peocple --
mothers, fathers, grahdparents and great-grandparente -- to live
in dignity. Ae President, T want to preserve and protect these
programs for seniores of today and seniors of tomorrow -- my own
‘baby boem generation and generations, like my daughter‘s, that
will‘quickly follow.

I hear what seniors are saying about Social Security, and I
agree. WW%W
—~Sube—are—-ungonseienabler If we must make changes to preserve
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Social Security for future genezétiona, let us do sc sensibly and
compassionately, taking tc heart the promises our government has
made to those receiving benefite and those still paying into the
system.

I hear what millions of Americane are saying about Medicare,
toc. I am fighting with you and for you to protect health care
for older Americans, disabled people and mothers and children.
The $500 million in cuts Republicans have proposed for Medicare
and Medicaid Qill shift a aﬁaggering financial burden ﬁo Medicare
beneficiaries and shrink benefite for mothers and children who
depend on Medicaid for their health care. I have said many
times, and I re-emphasize my position now: Medicare must not be

fru the wea Lty
used to pay for tax cutw—ﬁu»'nom Any eavings from

Medicare must be used in the larger context of health care
reform.

I want our country to gain contxol of the federal deficit.
80 we can leave behind a legacy of pride, not shame, for
America‘s youth. We have made progress, but we cannot &e¢ much
more without meaningful health care reform. Over the next five
years, alﬁost 40 percant of the growth in all federal espending
will come from rising costs in federsl health care programs -~-
primarily Medicare and Medicaid. We must contain coste, but we
need to direct our energies toward health care reform -- not

arbitrary cute that will hurt the most vulnerable Americans first

and everyone sooner or later,

A//é woﬂuayla/ﬁﬁmd Wﬂ(ﬁlrﬁrﬂj Pa,(a‘jﬂ /0/7 aouru_jj;mj)
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The firet White House Conference on Aging convened by a
Democratic President can reaffirm America’s commitment to the
preao:vaéion and protection of Social Security and Medicare. And
it éan give our country dirxection about something closely
intertwined with economic and health gecurity .- long term care.

Seniors are passionate about their independence. They want
to age in place whenever possible -- in their ewn homes and
communities. But our systems of health care and social services

-- even the waye in which we have built our homes and gtructured
our communltiea(g{,’b{?uctuzé§>5- make that simple wish
impossible to achieve for many, difficult for m ;D

(:?aeas,,and I have proposed aomgifsﬁut'l'look to the Conference to

L ———————e e

. —
offer workable, creative, long term golutiones to ocur long term

care dilemma.

The White Houese Conference on Aging ccmes at a time of
enormous éhange and uncertainty in our country -- & time of
diminishing rescurces, of a burgeoning clder population that will
rapidly grow larger, of changes in family structure and in the
expectationé we all have for the future. With its focus on
policy and putting policy into action, the Conference can help us
meet new challangee with new.solutiona.

The Conference can make a difference in how Americana view
aging and in £he decisions we make as we age. It can bring us
closer to each other as "generations aging together,“ in the

words of the Conference theme.
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It can enérgize us to gee aging as perscnal and universal.
It can encourxage yosunger Americanse to reach out and leaxrn from
seniocrs and to plan carefully for their own later years.
' Definitely, the Confsrence will educate all of us about the
extraordinary abilities and potential ¢f oldexr Americans.

on ﬁay 2-5, when more than 2,500 delegates and observers
gather in wﬁahington for the 1995 White House Conference on
Aging, they will do so with a common purpose: te influence the
direction of naticnal aging policy over the next 10 years. A
call for an intergenerational poliecy -- one recogniting and
p:émoting interdependence while protecting independence -- is
certain to emerge. I have high hopes for the Conference and,

baecausec of my faith in all Americans, reason to beliave my hopes

will be realized.
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SENIORS
"Our senior citizens have made us what we are.”

- President Clinton
State of the Union, 1995

"My position is, I haven't and don't support cuts in Social Security, and I would support
savings in the Medicare program only if they're used to advance the cause of health care.”

- President Clinton
October 23, 1994

PROMOTING ECONOMIC SECURITY People who work hard and play by the rules
should be rewarded.

® The Clinton Administration is committed to promoting economic security and
opportunity across generations.

[ By strengthening and streamlining the program, we're working to bolster public
confidence in Social Security. The Administration is committed to preserving Social
Security benefits; they should not be used to balance the budget. And, SSA continues
to improve customer service and satisfaction through its 800 number, reducing the
number of pending disability claims and mailing statements to Americans that let them
know the amount of retirement benefits they can expect.

° People deserve a pension system that they can rely on. President Clinton signed
the Retirement Protection Act in December 1994. Now, workers and retirees will be
able to count on receiving the pensions they have earned.

° The President's Middle Class Bill of Rights allows people to set up an Individual
Retirement Account and withdraw it tax—free for the cost of education... or first time
home buying... or the care of a parent... or health care.

° President Clinton proclaimed the week of March 12 through March 18, 1995 "National
Older Workers Employment Week." Together, we need to work to bring out the
unique combination of knowledge, skills, insight and experience older workers offer.

THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION CONTINUES TO FIGHT FOR REAL HEALTH
CARE REFORM We remain firmly committed to guaranteeing health security to all

Americans and to containing health care costs for families, businesses and federal, state and
local governments.

[ In his December letter to the Congressional leadership, the President stated that this
year, we can take the first steps. The Congress can, and should, reform the insurance
market, make coverage affordable for, and available to, children; help workers who



lose their jobs keep their health insurance; level the playing field for the self-

employed; and help families provide long-term care for a sick parent or a disabled
child.

We know that long-term care is of critical importance to the elderly. That's why
we're proposing tax clarifications for private long—term care insurance and consumer

standards for long-term care so that insurance policies are worth the paper they're
written on.

We're fighting to protect health care for mothers, children, the disabled and aged
Americans. Republicans want to cut Medicare by about $300 billion and federal
Medicaid spending by at least $180 billion to $190 billion between now and 2002.
These cuts will mean shifting a staggering financial burden to elderly and disabled
Medicare beneficiaries; dropping coverage or shrinking benefits for mothers and
children on Medicaid; and significant cuts in payments to hospitals, physicians and
other providers.

The Administration is working to make Medicare and Medicaid more responsive to the
needs of beneficiaries and and more efficient for taxpayers who support the program.
We're proposing more managed care options to increase the choices beneficiaries have;
not as a smokescreen for deep and arbitrary cuts. And, we're streamlining regulations
and cutting paperwork.

The President has consistently said that we cannot get a hold of the deficit without
passing meaningful health reform. Over the next five years alone, almost 40 percent
of the growth in total federal spending will come from rising costs in federal health
care programs. We must contain costs in these programs. But we must do it as we
reform our health care system as a whole - - not by arbitrarily cutting programs that
serve the most vulnerable Americans.

A BETTER QUALITY OF LIFE The Administration is committed to fighting for a better
quality of life — - safe streets, high—quality and affordable education for everyone, and
making services available where they're needed most - - at the community level.

The Administration passed the smartest, toughest, and most comprehensive Anti-
Crime bill in this country's history... a bill that provides police, prisons, punishment
and prevention... so that the streets families live on are safer.

President Clinton has signed the Student Loan Reform Act, Goals 2000, School-to—
Work and expanded Head Start. His "Middle Class Bill of Rights" calls for tax cuts
for parents trying to put their kids through school... and a $500 tax cut for families
with children under 13.

Promoting community service 20,000 young people are volunteering their time to
community service through the Administration's Americorps; some work with seniors
in their community. And, Senior Corps programs like Foster Grandparent and the



Retired and Senior Volunteer Program boast 526,000 participants.

° Making Government Smaller and Cutting Red Tape The Administration has
eliminated 102,000 jobs and continues to cut obsolete regulations; reward results, not
red tape; take power away from federal bureaucracies and give it back to
communities.

March 9, 1995
Prepared by: Lynn Margherio X65561



Washington Post April Inser
Robert Blancato :
March 17, 1985
Draft

Two weeks before John Kennedy’s inauguration as President, in
January, 1961, President Dwight Eisenhower convened the first
White House Conference on Aging. There were 16.5 million
Americans over the age of 65 at that time, and health care,
economic security, and housing topped the agenda. Thirty-£four
years later with a senior population twice that of 1961 and
projected to double again by 2030, we are in the final stages of

preparation for the fourth White House Conference on Aging and

the last of this century.

The 1995 agenda, formed by over 900 public comments, is once
again tépped by health cére, economic security, and housing.
These issues continue to have the greatest immediate impact on
the lives of seniors. But in spite of the recurrence of the
major issues, the tenor of this White House Conference on Aging
will be markedly different from past Conferences. Emphasis on
the interdependence of generations and the responsibility of
individuals to plan for changes that will occur throughout their
lives, sets this Conference apart from its predecessors. The
1995 Conference is not so much a conference about the aged, as it
is a conference about aging and nowhere ie this better reflected
than in the 1995 WHCoA themé "america Now and into the 21st
Century: Generations Aging Together with Independence,

Opportunity and Dignity."

ss2°'d Wdbp:S8  S6. 12 3Bl



President Clinton, on February 17, 1994, officially called for
the 1995 White House Conference on Aging. That same day, in
Tampa, Florida, over 100 people participated in a forum and focus
group session discussing the dhallenges and concerns of aging.
This gathering, the first of more than 750 pre-WHCOA events
taking place at the local, state, regional and national levels,
began a process dedicated not only to producing a comprehensive
aging policy for the next ten years but also to creating a

blueprint for its implementation;

The 1995 White House Conference on Aging, which will bring
approximately 2200 delegates from across the country to
Washington D.C. May 2-5, has been shaped by those who will be
most affected by its results, namely those at the grass.roots
level. For the first time in White House Conference on Aging
history the public was asked to comment on and revise both the
conference theme and agenda. These public ¢comments helped the
WHCOA Policy Committee, chaired by Sen. David Pryor (D-AR),
develop the theme and narrow the agenda from 19 major topics to

four.

The four main topics on the agenda are: (1) Assuring
Comprehensive Health Care Including Long Term Care, (2) Promoting
Economic Security, (3) Maximizing Housing and Support Service

Options, and (4) Maximizing Options for a Quality Life.

S/E'd WdSP:S8 S6. T2 2Bl



Over 60,000 people to date have participated in officially
recognized WHCoA events, each helping to create the framework in
which the delegates will work in May. The 1995 WHCoA Advisory
Committee, a group of experte in the field of aging, are
currently working to pare down the recommendations from the pre-
Conference events into approximately 40 resolutions which the
delegates will-discuss, debate, modify and finally vote on in the
final plenary session on May 5. Those resolutions approved by
the delegates will form the foundation of the final report sent

to Congress and the President.

Following the May 2-5 event in Washington, D.C., the WHCoA will
once again reach out to the grass roots by sponsoring a number of
post-Conference events at the local, state and federal levels
designéd to help implement the resolutions passed by the
delegates. The public will once again be called upon to voice
their concerns and suggestions as to how the resolutions may best

be put intc action by both the public and private sectors.

The similarity of this year’s agenda to that of 1961 testifies to
the steadfastness of the issues most deeply affecting seniors.
The success of this conference will depend on its ability to deal
effectively with these recurré%?fissues by creating and
implementing an éging poiicy that has the same resolve as the
issues it seeks to address. It must be an aging policy which
addresses these issues in a social and political context that

accounts for changing family dynamics and reconfirms a commitment

S/v'd WdSP:S8  Sb. 12 duW



to programs which provide for the health, economic and social

well-being of our nation’s seniors.

Such a policy is possible, but only with the participation and
cooperation of all generations. The 1995 White House Conference
on Aging provides an opportunity for young and old to discuss,
debate, develop, and implement strategies to help all of us age
with independence, opportunity and dignity. It is a unique
opportunity to celebrate and learn from the accomplishments of
the seniors of this country -- not only what they have done but
what they are doing. For, it is this focus on productive aging
that will best guide us as we come together for the 1995 White
House Conference on Aging to craft an aging policy that will

bring us into the next century.
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PEESITENT OTINTON’S ARTICLE FOR THE WASHINGTON POST " “i/ {w.
| | P 7 NN
On May 3, 1995, I will address the formal opening of the qa
last White House Conference on Aging of this century. This will /{§%‘
be an historic and momentocus event -- the gathering of 2,259

delegates and 250 cbservers from every corner of our country and
the world to debate and discuss serious issues and produce
resolutions to shape a natibnal aging policy -- something our
nation needs and deserves but has never had.

From the start, when we began planning thié Conference more
than a year ago, we looked for and quickly found momentum and
spirit in the grassroots. Since February of 1994, when I called
for the Canening of the Conference, tens of thousands of people,
many of them senior citizens but.also pecple of younger
generations, have organized and participated in more than 700
events across the land.

Thése who gathered in forums, town meetings, roundtables,
small and large meetings and activities of all kinds did so with
a central purpose: to let the White House know what seniors and
people of all generations think and feel about a host of issues.
The messages are clear. I have heard and undexrstood these
concerns -- whether about health care, social services or crime,
economic security or nutrition, employment or caregiving,
transportation cor volunteering, older women’s concerns oY the
concerns of older veterans and minorities.

Our nation’s more than 30 million senior citizens look to

the future with optimism and enthusiam, but they have serious



"doubts, too -- especially about the quality of life they can
expect for their grandchildran. Ceninrs are concerned about what
the future holds for them@élpfdd as individuals, but they have a
broader, intergenerational view of the future, also.
Older Americans want the same things we all want. They want
to be listened to and valued. They want to feel safe and secure
in their homes and communities.
They want good gervices of many kinds, easily available to
those who need them. They want a future of opportunity and
possibility for their children, their grandchildren and their
great-grandchildren.
Very assuredly, they want financial and health security, for
themselves and younger genérations. At the 1995 White House
Conference on Aging, there will be lively debate about many
things, butp-especiallyv/about Social Security and Medicare.
I share the concerns of our senior citizens, and the
concerns of all Americans, about the future of these two vital
programs that make it possible for millions of people --
- mothers, fathers, grandparents and great-grandparents -- to live
in dignity. As President, I want to preserve and protect these
programs for seniors of today and seniors of tomorrow -- my own
baby boom generation and generations, like my daughter‘s, that
will quickly follow. |
I hear what seniors are saying about Social Security, and I %§5gg
agree. Social Security cannot be used to balance our budget.. /

Cuts are unconscionable. If we must make changes to preserve



Social Security for future generations, let us do soc sensibly and
compassionately, taking to heart the nxomises -ouxr goverrment has

made to those receiving benefits and those still paying into the
system.

I hear what millions of Americans are saying about Medicare,

too. I am fighting with you and for you to protect health care
ani fir e

i for older Americansjy/disabled)pecple—andmothers amd chitdren? -
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0 The|$600 million in cuts Republicans have proposed for Medicare
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offer workable, creative, long term solutions to our long term ?dem*gj
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care dilemma. AR,

The White House Conference on Aging comes at a time of
enormous change and uncertainty in our country -- a time of
diminishing resources, of a burgeoning older population that will
rapidly grow larger, of changes in family structure and in the
expectations we all have for the future. With its focus on
policy and putting policy into action, the Conference can help us
meet new challenges with new solutions.

The Conference can make a difference in how Americans view
aging and in the decisions we make as we age. It can bring us
closer to each other as "generations aging together," in the

words of the Conference theme.
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It can energize us to see aging as personal and universal.

It can encourage younger Americans to -reach out and learn from =~ 7 n
éenio;é and to plan carefully for their own later years.
Definitely, the Conference will educate all of us about the
extraordinary abilities and potential of older Americans.

On May 2-%, when more than 2,500 delegates and observers
gather in Washington for the 1995 White House Conference on
Aging, they will do so with a common purpose: to influence the
direction of national aging policy over the next 10 years. A
call for an intergeneraticnal policy -- one recognizing and
promoting interdependence while protecting independence -- is
certain to emerge. I have high hopes for the Conference and,
because of my faith in all Americans, reason to believe my hopes

will be realized.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
February 9, 1995

Dear Pat:

Thank you for your letter of January 17. I. thoroughly agree.
that when the public starts expressing greater confidence in .
Republicans than in Democrats to preserve and protect a program
that is the quintessential Democratic achievement, we need to sit
up and take notice. -

Our party created Social Security, defended it through the
years against a variety of Republican assaults, and needs now to
make sure not only that the system continues to operate
effectively but that the public understands our unwavering
commitment.

We cannot let our party's greatest domestic achievement be
destroyed by those whe have never reconciled themselves to it.
Social Security cannot be turned into welfare, nor can it be
turned into a system so privatized that large numbers of its
recipients must look to welfare. But most of all, we have to
convince the next generation that it will be there when they
retire and that our party will make sure of it. Your ideas will
help to do that and I am grateful for them.

Your dedication to this issue is unmatched and T will
continue to call upon your expertise. T encourage you to
continue your discussions with Commissioner Chater on such
matters as an improved Social Security card and annual
statements.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

The Honorable Daniel Patrick Movnihan
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510 ¢ LA M W
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DRAFT ,
WASRINGTON POST APRIL INSERT
PRESIDENT CLINTON
March 24, 1995
on May 3, 1993, I will become the first Democratic President to
cunvens & White House Conterence on Aging. I look forward to

sddressing the more than 2,200 delegates and 250 observers from

arowrd the. founn’:r '
tht-uﬁ-ﬂm wvho will travel to

|
washington to Mwnpw ahaps\g e national aging ‘/

policy. I have no doubt that the wealth of experience and wisdom
of the participents will produce an exciting and productive

Confaerence.

1 am especially pleased that the Conference is an example of
government working together with the-peopie it serves. The
public participated fully in developing the thame and the agends
of the Conference. 8ince February of 1994, when I called for the
convening of thig White House Conferance on Aging, tens of
thousands of Ameriocans have participated in more than 700 forums,

town meetinge, roundtables and other events all over the countj

;) Ln-Neshington benteread on the
1Sswes thot- will be deéboax Q’a.n'/? Ehe Ca'a[erence.

Thanke to the wide participatidn in preconference events, we have
already learned 8 great deal about the issues that ara important
to seniors. améd 3lthough our Nation's more than 30 million /

eenior citizens are generally optimistic sbout the future, they
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have gerious oonceins sbwul whal 1t will heold for them and for

thelr ocnilaren end grandchildran.

AS 1 said in the Stﬁte ©f the Union gddregs, "Our senior oitizens
heve made us what we are.” When I made this statement, I was
spesking not only of the hard work and gacrificaes our parents and
grandparents have made. in the past, but 8lso ©f the continuing
contributions of our Nation's seniors. Seniors are contributing
: iivtr'

in the workplece, as care , as loving and supportive tamily
menbers and friends, and as volunteers in Senior Corps programs

and in thousands of other places -- including the White House.

But seniors have told us that they are concerned that the federal

progrems that meke it possible for milliong of older Amaricans to

live in d.tgnity -- programs tr\qw;r s senicr ,tr- orted for

the benefit of jfhgir elders -- m& reégog;' Idr @
the vital role of thaesge programs in the livez of our senior
citizens. 1 am determinead to preserve, protecf and improve |

" Bocial Eecurity and health care services for today's senior

citizens and for the generations that follow.

That means that I will fight to make sure that the Social

re €Vverse
Security system continues to operate effectively eand that it ia éhc,
there for the next gensration when they retire. we must not éhe 13*‘:
forget the commitment our government has madas . .to present and
Sxial Securt
future beneficiaries of sads long-standing’\progrem. @mg?p\

2



ID:202-395-6148 MAR 24°'85 4:38 No.005 P.04

(55R) operates tieclvel s amd
MOPe—FOSPONSLNE-L0-5hese

WeRe- the Booial Security Administrationn
_ '{gcntinuw '1nprov"q’ats customer
-senicebbykbecomixfgsgfr‘es sccessible through its 800 number,
reducing the number of pending disability claimgiand mailing v
statements to Americane that let them know the amount of

retirement benefits they can expect.

Other programs seniors have told us are important to their well-
being are federal health care programs. Althoﬁgh averyone
recognizes the role Medicare plays in the health care of oldar
Americans, it is important to understsnd that Medicaid also
provides essential services to vulnerable elderly and disabled
Ameriocens. In £pct, approximately two-thirds of sll Medicaid

sexpendituras are for services for the elderly and disabled.

Qver the next five yearsg, almost 40 percent of thg growth in all
federal epending will come from rising costs in federal health v’
care spending. For the sake of our Nation's ecb;momio future, we
must contain cecve—ia thase programs( cBm; we must recognize the
im of doing s wh

in
the context of reforming our entire,
mremmm QS pPe o real, megq

health cgre system. Redd 3 PTETLE 6 e cost of fadara '

fire "T_,." nco,m n4a aq 55, %
1=t ¢ ALR. Drograls . o) (I o(-1- DR CATH RIOTrD @

vk cannot allow our lawmakers to slash Jprograms in lieu of

enacting needed reforms. And we must npt permit Medicare and

Mediocaid [to be sacrificed to pay for t cuts for the wealthy.

y} hah)eV¢ f"

Federal health tare
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Ag part of our efrorts to reform our Nation's health cere systam,
ny Administretion has worked to improve federsl heslth care
programs. We have incressed efforts to combat fraud and abuse to
make sure that tax dollars are used to provide haalth ocare
services, better publicized the gvailability of Medicare-covered
services like flu shots and mammograms, supportsd states in
reforming their Medioaid proprems, and worked to incfoase choices
and engure quality of care for Medicare beneficiariss. We look
forward to hearing more from the Conferanée on Aging delegates

aboﬁt how to further improve these prograns.

The White House Conference on Aging also provides an opportunity
to tackla another @ifficult end critical aspect of health care
reform -- 16ng-term care. Senlors have told us how much they
value their independence. They have shown us that our current
health care and social service systems meke it hard, snd, in many
cases, impossible, fgr senlor citizens to remain in their own
homes and commuﬂities. That ig why I have calléd upaon the v/
Congress to work with me to help Americens provide long-term care

for their sick or dismbled fanmily memberl.j:mnu;isgnhg_ua—noed
' d-at

P

consumer protection standards that will ensure that long-term

3. That is why we need

cere poliocies are worth tha paper they are written on. I am
confidant that the Conferance delegates will make an invaluable

contribution towards resolving the igsue of long-term care.

Thet is Why e neoy {o‘/ L Pre |
e Tt it g o P
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This 1ssue ac well as the others I have discussed here are often
lumped together es "seniors' igsuas.” But seniors have Yeminded
us that they are personally affected by many of the same goncerns
about personsl and economic security as are younger citizens.

And they have shown hs thet °“seniors' issues” are svaryone's
issues —élnot only because fhose of us who are not yet senior
citizens will, God willing, Secome genior citizens, but because
older Americans are an integral part of our families and our
communities. 6Similerly, older Americans are concernsd about
isaues that, at firsf glance, atfect only younger people ==
;asues like public education, student loans, job training, and
heaith cere and nutrition for pregnant women and children. We
"heve heserd repestedly from older Americsns that what they want is
a future filled with opportunity for their children, for their
grandchildreh and for the young paople in their comnunities. The
Conference theme, "generations sging together,” is a wonderful
expression of the faoct that we share one another's lives and the

fate of our Nation.

Lately, I've been spéaking about 8 New Covenant -- a partnership
betwean our government and the American peoble that recognizes
that every citizen has the right and responsibility to reach
their full potential, and to give something back to society in
return. The New Covenant 18 & crucial element of my vision for a
bettar Anerica, and aenior:'plny an imporgent part. Our

govarnmant must provide seniors with the opportunity to continue

5
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to lead independent and productive lives, end in turn our senior
citizens have a great deal to contribute to younger generations
of Ampricans and to our Nation as a whole;. Participants in the
White House Conference on Aging -- of all ages -- will make a
tremendous contribution when they gether here in Weshington and
put their creativity, experience, wisdom and snergy to work

shaping a national aging policy that will benefit us all.
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On May 3, 1995, I will become the first Democratic President to
convene a White House Conference on Aging. I look forward to
addressing the more than 2,200 delegates and 250 observers from
around the country who will travel to Washington to help shape a
national aging policy. I have no doubt that the wealth of

experience and wisdom of the participants will produce an

exciting and productive Conference.

The Conference is an example of government at its best: working
together with the people it serves. The public participated
fully in developing the theme and the agenda of the Conference.
Since February of 1994, when I called for the convening of this
White House Conference on Aging, tens of thousands of Americans
have participafed in more than 700 forums, town meetings,
roundtables and other events all over the country centered on the

issues that will be debated during the Conference.

Thanks to the wide participation in preconference events, we have
already learned a great deal about the issues that are important
to seniors. Although our nation's more than 30 million senior
citizens are generally optimistic about the future, they have
serious concerns about what it will hold for them and for their

children and grandchildren.



As I said in the State of the Union address, "Our senior citizens
have made us what we are." When I made this statement, I was
speaking not only of the hard work and sacrifices our parents and
grandparents have made in the past, but also of the continuing
contributions of our nation's seniors. Seniors are contributing
in the workplace, as caregivers, as loving and supportive family
members and friends, and as volunteers in Senior Corps programs

and in thousands of other places -- including the White House.

But seniors have told us that they are concerned that the federal
programs that make it possible for millions of older Americans to
live in dignity -- programs that today's seniors supported for
the benefit of their elders -- will be deétroyed. I recognize
the vital role of these programs in the lives of our senior
citizens. I am determined to preserve, protect and improve
Social Security and health care services for today's senior

citizens and for the generations that follow.

This year, we mark the sixtieth anniversary of Social Security,
the single most important step our nation has taken to ensure the
economic security of our senior citizens. We must never forget
the commitment we have made to present and future beneficiaries
of this long-standing program. I will fight to make sure that
the promise of this program is fulfilled for this generation and

for generations to come.



The Social Security Administration operates effectively and is
continously improving its customer service. For example, SSA is
becoming more accessible through its 800 number, reducing the
number of pending disability claims, and mailing statements to
Americans that let them know the amount of retirement benefits

they can expect.

Seniors have also stressed to us the impoftance to their well-
being of federal health care programs. Although everyone
recognizes the role Medicare plays in the health care of older
Americans, it is important to understand that Medicaid also
provides important services to vulnerable elderly and disabled
Americans. In fact, approximately two-thirds of all Medicaid

expenditures are for services for the elderly and disabled.

Over the next five years, almost 40 percent of the growth in all
federal spending will come from rising costs in federal health
care spending. For the sake of our nation's economic future, we
must contain costs in these programs. But we must recognize the
imperative of doing so in the context of reforming our health
care system. This is why I have consisteﬁtly opposed deep and
arbitrary cuts in programs serving our elderly that do not
address the underlying problems of our health care system. And
it is why I have consistently stated that I will not permit

Medicare to be sacrificed to pay for tax cuts for the wealthy.



As part of our efforts to reform our nation's health care system,
my Administration has worked to improve federal health care
programs. We have increased efforts to combat fraud and abuse to
make sure that tax dollars are used to provide health care
services, better publicized the availability of Medicare-covered
services like flu shots and mammograms, supported states in
reforming their Medicaid programs, and worked to increase choices
and ensure quality of care for Medicare beneficiaries. We look
forward to hearing more from the Conference on Aging delegates

about how to improve these programs further.

The White House Conference on Aging also provides an opportunity
to tackle another difficult and critical aspect of health care
reform -- long-term care. Seniors have told us how much they
value their independence. They have shown us that our current
health care and social service systems make it hard, and, in many
cases, impossible, for senior citizens to remain in their own
homes and communities. That is why I have called on Congress to
work with me to help Americans provide long-term care for their
sick or disabled family members. That is why we need to look at
ways to promote insurance for long-term care. That is why we
need consumer protection standards that will ensure that long-
term care policies are worth the paper they are written on. I am
confident that the Conference delegates will make an invaluable

contribution towards resolving the issue of long-term care.



This issue as well as the others I have discussed here are often
lumped together as "seniors' issues." But seniors have reminded
us that they are personally affected by many of the same concerns
about personal and economic security as are younger citizens.

And they have shown us that "seniors' issues" are everyone's
issues -- not only because those of us who are not yet senior
citizens will, God willing, become senior citizens, but because
older Americans are an integral part of our families and our
communities. Similarly, older Americans are concerned about
issues that, at first glance, affect only younger people --
issues like public education, student loans, job training, and
health care and nutrition for pregnant women and children. We
have heard repeatedly from older Americans that what they want is
a future filled with opportunity for their children, for their
grandchildren and for the young people in their communities. The
Conference theme, "generations aging together," is a wonderful
expression of the fact that we share one another's lives and the

fate of our nation.

Lately, I've been speaking about a New Covenant -- a partnership
between our government and the American people that recognizes
that every citizen has the right and responsibility to reach
their full potential, and to give something back to society in
return. The New Covenant is a crucial elément of my vision for a
better America, and seniors play an important part. Our

government must provide seniors with the opportunity to continue



to lead independent and productive lives. In turn, our senior
citizens have a great deal to contribute to younger generations
of Americans and to our nation as a whole. Participants in the
White House Conference on Aging -- of all ages -- will make a
tremendous contribution when they gather here in Washington and
put their creativity, experience, wisdom and energy to work

shaping a national aging policy that will benefit us all.



03/24/95 17:59 T g1 001

P EE T E PR E LT P LT PR PP L
: ACTIVITY REPORT EF T
EE R EEE R EREE SR T BEEE &S

TRANSMISSION OK

TX/RX NO. 5308

CONNECTION TEL 62215
CONNECTION ID

START TIME 03/24 17:55

USAGE TIME 03'15

PAGES 7

RESULT OK




03/24/95 18:01 Ko} g ool

b
4

EETE T P E LT L e T E T P T T
* ACTIVITY REPORT g

TRANSMISSION OK

TX/RX NO. 5309
CONNECTION TEL 62878
CONNECTION ID

START TIME 03724 17:59
USAGE TIME 02'02
PAGES 7

RESULT OK




DRAFT
WASHINGTON POST APRIL INSERT
PRESIDENT CLINTON
March 24, 1995
Oh May 3, 1995, I will become the first Democratic President to
convene a White House Conference on Aging. I look forward to
addressing the more than 2,200 delegates and 250 observers from
cities and towns all over our Nation who will travel to
Washington to play an important role in shaping a national aging
policy. I have no doubt that the wealth of experience and wisdom

of the participants will produce an exciting and productive

Conference.

rf—am-especigtfy- ' ﬁhe Conference is an example of
A,\f Vb Gaiv
government working together with the people it serves. The

public participated fully in developing the theme and the agenda
of the Conference. Since February of 1994, when I called for the
convening of this White House Conference on Aging, tens of
thousands of Americans have participated in more than 700 forums,
town meetings, roundtables and other events all over the country.
Through these events, seniors and younger people who care about

them made their voices heard here in Washington.

Thanks to the wide participation in preconference events, we have
already learned a great deal about the issues that are important.
to seniors. And although our[@étion's more than 30 million

senior citizens are generally/optimistic about the future, they



have serious concerns about what it will hold for them and for

their children and grandchildren.

As I said in the State of the Union address, "Our senior citizens
have made us what we are." When I made this statement, 1 was
speaking not only of the hard work and sacrifices our parents and

grandparents have made<xin the past, but also of the continuing

contributions of o ion's seniors. Seniors are contributing

in the workplace, as-aretakers, as loving and supportive family
members and friends, and as volunteers in Senior Corps programs

and in thousands of other places -- including the White House.

But seniors have told us that they are concerned that the federal
programs that make it possible for millions of older Americans to
live in digﬁity -- programs that today's éeniors supported for
the benefit of their elders -- will be destroyed. I recognize
the vital role of these programs in the lives of our senior
citizens. I am determined to preserve, protect and improve
Social Security and health care services for today's senior

citizens and for the generations that follow. \
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make the Social Security Administration more responsive to those
it serves. Today, the SSA continues to improve its customer
service by becoming more accessible through its 800 number,
reducing the number of pending disability claims and mailing
statements -to Americans that let them know the amount of
retirement benefits they can expect.

Alse TTESC “to
-etheﬁagczgsaméfgéniors have Zexd- us aégxfmportanﬁ:to their well-

being<a£z.federal health care programs. Although everyone
recognizes the role Medicare plays in the health care of older
Americans, it is important to understand that Medicaid also
provides essential services to vulnerable elderly and disabled
Americans. In fact, approximately two-thirds of all Medicaid

expenditures are for services for the elderly and disabled.

Over the next five years, almost 40 percent of the growth in all
federal spending will come from rising costs in federal health
care spending. For the sake of our Nation's economic future, we
must contain costs in these programs. Buf we must recognize the
imperative of doing so in the context of reforming our entire
health care system. Reducing the growth of the cost of federal
health care programs will result from health care reform -- but
we cannot allow our lawmakers to slash these programs in lieu of
enacfing needed reforms. And we must not permit Medicare and

Medicaid to be sacrificed to pay for tax cuts for the wealthy.



As part of our efforts to reform our] tion's health care system,
my Administration has worked to improve federal health care
programs. We have increased efforts to combat fraud and abuse to
make sure that tax dollars are used to provide health care
services, better publicized the availability of Medicare-covered
services like flu shots and mammograms, supported states in
reforming their Medicaid programs, and worked to increase choices
and ensure quality of care for Medicare beneficiaries. We look

forward to hearing more from the Conference on Aging delegates

about how to Ef%the improve these programs.

The White House Conference on Aging also provides an opportunity
to tackle another difficult and critical aspect of health care
reform -- long-term care. Seniors have told us how much they
value their independence. They have shown us that our current
health care and social service systems make it hard, and, in many
cases, impossible, for senior citizens to remain in their own
homes and communities. That is why I have called gpon
Congress to work with me to help Americans provide long-term care
for their sick or disabled family members. That is why we need
to look af investment in public long-term care insurance and at
providing iﬁcentives for private insurance. That is why we need
consumer protection standards that will ensure that long-term
care policies are worth the paper they are written on. I am
confident that the Conference delegates will make an invaluable

contribution towards resolving the issue of long-term care.



This issue as well as the others I have discussed here are often
lumped together as "seniors' issues." But seniors have reminded
us that they are personally affected by many of the same concerns
about personal and economic security as are younger citizens.
And they have shown us that "seniors' issues" are everyone's
‘issues -- not only because those of us who are not yet senior
citizens will, God willing, bécome senior citizens, but because
older Americans are an integral part of our families and our

communities. Similarly, older Americans are concerned about

issues th at ‘first glance, affect only younger people --

issues ic education, student loans, job training, and
health care and nutrition for pregnant women and children. We
have heard repeatedly from older Americans that what they want is
a future filled with opportunity for their children, for their
grandchildren and for the young people in their communities. The
Conference theme, "generations aging together," is a wonderful

expression of the fact that we share one another's lives and the

fate of our Nation.

Lately, 1've been speaking about a New Covenant -- a partnership
~ between our government and the American people that recognizes
that every citizen has the right and responsibility to reach
their full potential, and to give something back to society-in
return. The New Covenant is a crucial element of my vision for a
better America, and seniors play an important part. Our

government must provide seniors with the opportunity to continue



to lead independent and productive livesc.gadiié tur?7our senior
citizens have a great deal to contribute to younger generations
of Americans and to our/Nation as a whole. Participants in the
White House Conference on Aging -- of all ages -- will make a
tremendous contribution when they gather here in Washington and

put their creativity, experience, wisdom and energy to work

shaping a national aging policy that will benefit us all.



