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Adding Reading to the Health Care Plan

By ALIX BOYLE

N the premise that you must
feed children's minds as
well as their bhodies, Fair
Haven Community Health
Center 1s giving books to 1ts youngest
pautents to foster a love of reading
and help prepare them for school. A
quieter walling room 1S an added
bonus.

Fair Haven is one of New Haven's
poorest neighborhoods. For many of
the children, the used books they
take home from the center’s waiting
room and the new books they receive
as gifts during periodic health
checks are the only ones they own.
There is not even a bookstore in Fair
Haven, said Dr. Laurel Shader, a
staff pediatrician and director of the
center's Reach Out and Read pro-
gram

In a quiet corner of the waiting
room, the children delight 1n hearing
stories read to them by volunteers
including Yale University students, a
neighborhood puppeteer and occa-
sionally a New Haven aldermun or
TW0.

On a recent Monday marnmg,
Krystal Nakamura sat on ptllows in
the climic’s wanting room and read
the “The Catin the Hat'' 1in Spanish
to sisters Jenmifer and Jessica Ro-

Photographs by Thamas Mcbonad for 1.he New Yurk
At the Fair Haven Community Health Center, Krystal Nakamura gets into books with
Erica Martinez, left, and Jessica and Jennifer Roman. The program is Reach Out and Re:

man and Erica Martinez ages 6, 4
and 2. Erica was having her car
checked. Jessica had a stomach ache
and Jennifer was along 1o keep them
company. When asked s b was het



favorite book Jennifer grinned, re-
vealing two missing front teeth, and
picked up a copy of “‘Cinderella.”

Since the program at the center
began, ‘mothers in attendance said,
the children have' become much

. more interested. m - books and read-
ing.

That’s precrsely the aim of the
year-old- book program. Last year,
the center gave away 10,000 chil-
dren’s books that had been donated
by children, parents, teachers, book-
stores, churches and synagogues.
This .year -for ‘Make a Difference
Day, Oct 26, R. J. Julia Booksellers
in Madison asked customers to do-
‘nate their used books, putting them
in two schoolbuses parked outside
the store. Schoolchildren from Bran-
ford, Guilford, Madison and Clinton
as well as Girl Scout troops partici-
pated in the book drive and more
than 12,000 books were collected for
the center.

Besides giving books, the doctors
and nurse practitioners encourage
parents ' to spend 10 minutes a day
with their children and a book. But
telling parents to read to their chil-
dren is not enough. “‘Until you actual-
ly*give’ “them something, they don’t
take it seriously,” Dr. Shader said.

Before being seen by a doctor or
nurse-practitioner, children or par-
ents can choose a new book written
in " English, Spanish or both lan-
guages. (About half the patients at
the clinic speak Spanish.) Then Dr.
Shader incorporates b_ooks into ex-
amining the children.” =

“It's the developmenta] lesson of
your-dreams,” said Dr. Shader. “We
use the book to do a developmental
assessment At six months, the child
should put out his hands and grab the
book. ‘At 10 months, he’ll take it and
throw it; that's what we want him to
do. We're checkmg gross motor fme
motoriand vision.” -

“A-15-month old will tum pages A 2.

!

year-old'avill point to the dog inia“

" picturetbdok. By -age 4 ‘or' 5,*many
children can identify letters.” -

- The-staff ‘at the health center did

an informal survey last year, asking

62 families -whether they“read to’

their children, had books in the home
and used the public library. About
"“one-third of the families had no chil-
dren’s, books at all, and few read Lo
thé ¢ dren,i‘egularly '
'iInfollowip"Interviews 'this year
21t bu¥EE of the:parents or.gtanhd- -
pérents\sald they were; reading to
their; guldren and now had:books in .-
t.he'home ‘Now' that the Fair Haven '
branch~ of, the New Haven Public

Lrbrary is open, more parents are

taking their children to the library,

the survey found. . ;

“1 know of several adults here who
don’t read well but now they're look-
ing at books with their kids. 1 think
it's making a difference,” Dr. Shader
said. Some parents who go ta the
health center are illiterate and sim-
ply look at picture books with their
children, creating a story as they go.

“The literacy program has
brought a lot of calm and caring to
the waiting room,” said a social
worker, -Denise Dean, who is in
charge of staffing the reading cor-
ner. Volunteers like Ms. Nakamura,
a biomedical engineer who hopes to
become a doctor, give their time
because they enjoy being with the
children and want to gain experience
working in an urban health center.

The Reach Out and Read program
costs $9,000 a year ($6 a year per
child). The program, which serves
about 1,500 children in the 6 months

In Fair Haven, the
idea is to feed .
children’s mmds as
well as their bodies.

to 5 years age group, was started
with a grant from the Annie E. Casey
Foundation through ' the national
training site at Boston City Hospital.
It is one of 30 such programs nation-
wide that was designed to train a
generation of pediatricians to en-
courage a healthy intellectual life for
their patients. The program is sup-
ported by grants, donations and fund-
raising activities like the sale of pms
promoting literacy. "7 B

There are similar clinic and hospr-
tal-based literacy programs in the
Hartford area. -

‘Though reading is fun for its own
sake, studies also show that literacy
helps keep a body healthy. If you can
read, you are less likely to turn up in
an emergency room or a jail, Dr.

# Shader said. L.

~% = YIf you can t read you can’t do

anythmg and_you_start ocut at the
bottom of the totem pole,” Dr, Shad-
.er said. ““We're“getting parents to
» pay attention. What they do at home
helps kids.” n

DO NOT FORGET THE NEEDIEST!




First Book

1319 F Street, N.W.

Suite 500

Washington, D.C. 20004 Dy
Phone (202) 393-1222
Fax (202) 628-1258

MEMORANDUM
TO: Jennifer Klein cc: Doris Matsui
FROM: Christine Benero
Steve Cohen
Kyle Zimmer
DATE: July 17, 1997
RE: America Reads Project

Thank you for taking the time to meet with us last week regarding the America Reads
Challenge. It was exciting to be able to think through with you how we might be helpful in
supporting the goals of America Reads and moving the project forward.

As a result of our conversations, we have taken the liberty of drafting a concept paper which
outlines how First Book, in partnership with Reading is Fundamental, would propose
working within the America Reads framework. We have drafted the proposal using two
scenarios, the first targeting 5.4 million children over the next five years, the second

12.3 million children. Obviously ihere is much room for negotiation between the two.

We would appreciate your feedback on this concept and how we might proceed from here.
We are aware Carol Rasco is hosting a briefing on America Reads Monday, July 28th and
we are anxious to learn of the status of the initiative at that time.

Thanks again for your willingness to explore these ideas. We look forward to speaking with
you again soon.

®

recycded paper



America Reads
First Book and Reading is Fundamental
Proposed Demonstration Project

To support the efforts of the America Reads Challenge, First Book and Reading is
Fundamental (RIF), two of the country’s premiere literacy organizations, propose a five year
national, community-based demonstration project that builds on the efforts of existing
literacy programs and volunteer tutors.

Two simple observations lie at the core of this proposed demonstration project:

° A recent Boston University study concluded that "for the poorest children, the lack of
books may be the most significant barrier to literacy promoting experiences."

° Recent testimony by a variety of witnesses before Representative Bill Goodling’s
House Committee on Education and the Workforce all underscored one critical need:
the need for better teacher training in reading instruction using research-based,
phonics-oriented, proven techniques.

Consequently, this national demonstration project will:

° Utilize books to leverage the work of new and existing literacy tutors, teachers, and
volunteers across the country; and

o Provide funds for enhanced teacher and tutor training in reading instruction.

These two activities strongly support the goals of the America Reads Challenge. Books
empower children and serve as important incentives and motivators for parents, teachers,
tutors, and mentors. Research-based teacher training that focuses on phonemic awareness
and systematic phonics instruction provides teachers with critical, proven tools to help the
most at-risk children. '

The Concept: First Book and Reading is Fundamental, in cooperation with other literacy
partners, will work in 245 (6]4) communities across the country over a five year period to
provide new books to children in school-based and community-based literacy programs
working with volunteer tutors to ensure that children read well and independently by the end
of third grade. These same communities will be eligible for phonics-based, teacher training
funds.

The Program: In the participating communities, First Book and RIF will work with
established local advisory boards to identify existing school-based and community mentoring
and tutoring programs serving at-risk children. First Book and RIF will distribute a new
book to each child participating in the program each month for 10 months.




First Book/RIF
America Reads
Page 2

These same communities will be eligible to send up to one-third of their existing tutors and
K-3 teachers to special local training sessions where research-based, phonics-oriented reading
instruction will be taught.

This combination of the commitment of ten books per child and better teacher/tutor training
will enrich local literacy programs’ efforts to ensure independent reading by the end of third
grade. In addition First Book and RIF will expand its efforts to reach homeless children
throughout the 245 (614) communities by establishing standing children’s libraries in
community homeless shelters.

Children Reached: Over the next five years First Book and Reading is Fundamental, as
part of the American Reads Challenge, will reach 5.4 million (12.3 million) of the hardest io
reach children in 245 (614) communities across the country providing them with 25 million
(61 million) new books.

Project Cost: The majority of funding for this project will be for the purchase of new books
and direct teacher/tutor training. At an approximate cost of $2.75 per book, and $1000 per
teacher trained, which includes the administrative cost of the program, $176 million over
five years will be needed for the purchase of 25 million books and 27,000 teachers trained.

The more aggressive scenario costs $410 million for 61 million books, and 72,000 teachers
trained, over five years. Annual breakdowns are as follows:




Scenario One

Year Children | Communities| Teachers | Book Cost | Training | Total Cost
Served Trained Cost
1 82,000 8 3.272 $2,249,500 $1,145,200 $3,394,700
2 409,000 41 4,180 11,247,500 4,179,980 $15,427,480
3 818,000 82 4,263 22,495,000 4,263,007 $26,758,007
4 1,636,000 164 9,960 44,990,000 9,959,948 $54,949,948
5 2,454,000 245 7,966 67,485,000 7,966,018 $75,451,018
Total 5,399,000 27,514 $148,467,000 | $27,515,153 | $175,982,153
Scenario Two
Year Children | Commun | Teachers | Book Cost Training Cost | Total Cost
Served ities Trained
1 41
409,000 5,726 11,247,500 $5,726,000| $16,973,500
2 82 )
818,000 3,722 22,495,000 $3,721,900| $26,216,900
3 164
1,636,000 10,149 44,990,000| $10,149,335| $55,139,335
1 327
3,272,000 19,352 89,980,000 $19,351,733{%$109,331,733
5 614
6,135,000 33,309 168,712,500} $33,308,894]%$202,021,394
Total
12,270,000 72,258| 337,425,000| $72,258,861]$409,683,861




THE WHITE HOUSE

February 4, 1998

Elaine Grossman
3 Erie Avenue
Newton, Massachusetts 02161

Dear Elaine:

Thank you for your very thoughtful letter and for being
such a steadfast friend. Bill and I know that we could not
continue the work we do everyday to serve our country without
your support for the vision we share of a better life for all
Americans. As we endeavor to make that vision a reality, your
words of encouragement mean more than I can say.

With gratitude for your friendship and warm personal
regards, I remain

Sincerely yours,

1
Hillary Rodham/Clinton

cc: Jennifer Klein
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Mrs. Hillary Clinton

First Lady

The White House

600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20006

January 26, 1998
Dear Mrs. Clinton,

I am writing to wish you good luck tomorrow. | heard on the news that you will be appearing on the
Today Show, and | will be ane of your many supportive listeners.

More importantly, | am looking forward to hearing your proposals for the future of day care in our
country. | am currently working in the Reach Out and Read program, so | am acutely aware of the
need for early intervention. .| am also the previous director of child care for the Department of Social
Services in Massachusetts, and a long term day care advocate. | applaud and welcome the
leadership you and Mr. Clinton are demonstrating in this area.

I hope you know what a wonderful role model you'are for this country. Life is a bumpy road, and you
are an inspiration to us all. Your contributions to the work | do have been immeasurable. You
contribute to us all through your living example of what it means to be a partner.

Thank you for your leadership and strength and for what | hope will be a return to the work of this
administration.

Sincerely,

Elaine R. Grossman

3 Erie Avenue * Newton, MA 02161 « 617-332-5985 « fax 617-332-5179




BARRY & ZLCKERMAN,
Chicf of Pediarries

ALD

Medical Director

Boston Medical Center

Professor and Charman

Department of Pediatrics

Associate Dean for Clinteal Affain

Boston University School of Medicine

818 Harrison Avenue
Dowling 3 South. Suite 300
Boston, MA 02118

Tel: 617 534 7424

Fax: 617 534 3833

E-mail: barry.zuckermanwbmc.org

ce:
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January 21, 1998

Mrs. Hillary Clinton
Office of the First Lady
The White House

Second Floor, West Wing
Washington, DC 20502

Dear ]\ibis,l(f

[ am writing to thank you for your generous gift of $10,000 from the It Takes
a Village Foundation to the Kid’s Fund here at Boston Medical Center. As
you know, through Reach Out and Read programs around the country, this
money will be used to put books into the hands of the children who need them
most, the youngest children growing up in the most difficult circumstances.
The books you are helping us buy, given by doctors and nurses, will help
carry the message of literacy and hope into homes all over America.

In my own experience as a pediatrician, giving out books to young children
and talking to parents about the importance of reading aloud, I have learned
that once the child enjoys the book, the child will do the asking, and that once
the parent sees the child’s pleasure, the parent will be moved to read aloud
again and again. Thus, getting the books to the children, and helping parents
understand how to help their children enjoy them, gives pediatricians a way to
translate their concern for their patients’ development into direct and joyful
parent-child activity. I cannot tell you how much we at Reach Out and Read
have appreciated your leadership on this tremendously important issue. The
Prescription for Reading Initiative has brought us enormous attention and
interest over the past nine months--so much so that we have expanded to more
than 200 sites around the country. The collaborations you encouraged when
you brought the Initiative together have generated vital working partnerships
for us with such organizations as the National Association of Community
Health Centers and the National Association of Children’s Hospitals and
Related Institutions. In addition, as you know from Baltimore and from the
plans for Chicago, we have been able to move from single programs to city-
wide and state-wide initiatives; we are grateful for your leadership and for the
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attention you have drawn to these initiatives, and hope we can continue to
count on you to celebrate such remarkable collaborations.

But as we expand, as we reach more children (and we now reach over
600,000), we need more books. And I am therefor additionally delighted to
receive your generous gift, and tell you frankly that we will use it to try and
generate other gifts from other donors. We have the network in place now,
growing all the time, to get books to children, to give advice to parents. I
thank you for providing leadership in this area as well, and I look forward to
working together in 1998.

Sincerely, /%}lcl O v\\L_gﬂ —
C\bw | n\ﬂ /\ﬁgbu oo

Barry Zuckermap, MD
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BARRY 5. ZUCKERMANe MD
Chitf of Pediarries

Boston Medical Center

Professor and Chatrmaks
Department of Pediatrics

Assocsate Dean for Clinical Affairs
Boston University School of Medicine

One Boston Medical Center Place
Dawling 3 South, Suite 300
Boston, MA 02118

Tel: 617 534 7424

fax: 617 534 3833

E-mail: barry zuckerman@bmc.org
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January 6, 1998

Jennifer Klein
Office of the First Lady
The White House

FAX: 202-456-2878
Dear Jennifer:

Happy New Year.

Enclosed is the letter I sent to Mrs. Clinton, in attempt to do something in
Boston for Reach Out and Read in December. I would appreciate you help
in identifying a date for her to visit Boston to announce our City-wide
effort for Reach Out and Read. Enclosed is a New York Times article, if
you or Mrs. Clinton haven’t already seen it. What do you think about next
years idea for donations for children at Christmas time, * jusr give books”.

I’1l be writing a letter to thank Hillary for the very special donation to
Reach Out and Reach and also wanted to let you know how much it means
to me. I would also like her permission to frame and hang up her kind
note on the wall. Her support for our efforts is something I am proud to
show off. I would also like to request if it is possible to send a signed
picture I could hang with it. Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

Barry S. Zuckermgn, MD

ROSTON UNIVERSITY MEDBICUAT CENTER

Boston Medical Center
Baston University Schoo! of Medicine
Boston University School of Public Health

n
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Beston Journal

By SARA RIMER

BOSTON, Dgc.
¥ 15— For those
3  whothink relevi-
sion and video
games have
dampened children’s enthusiasm for
books, 3 visit to the pediatrics clinfc
at the Boston Medical Center is in-
siouctive.

In the waiting room on Tuesday, a
3-year-old girl named Nada Maou-
moud was looking at the pictures in
Charles M. Schulz’s "‘It’s the First
Day of Schoal.”

DeShaun Cash, 7, was reading
gloud from **The Very Hungry Cater-
pillar,”

Mariano Neris, 7, was holding
tightly to “"Circugt

Pat Cowan, whe directs the clinic’s
volunceer readerg, was reading
“Bedtime [or Frances,’” about 2
hedgehog, to Uju Obejebt, a 4-yeat-
old girl {rom Nigeria in a pink Bar-
ney jacket. .

The chief of pediatrics, Dr. Barry
Zuckerman, was showing the pic-
wred in a minlature version of “The
12 Days of Christmagd’ (0 9-month-
old Tanya Brown, A smiling Tanya
took the book {rom the doclor, and
stuck 1t in her mouth.

Dr. Zuckerman beamned. His mis-
sion is to get children to Jove books.
and reading. Chewing on them'is one
w3y 10 get started,

Nine years ago, Dr. Zuckerman
and his collzagues were bringing
thelr ehildren’s books from home
in10 the clinic for the young patients
to look at in the walting room.

Then one at the doctors com-
piained. '*He said some of the par-
ents and children were taking the
books home,'” Dr, Zuckerman re-
called. "1said, *Grenatt* "

Hedecided to start giving books to
the chlldren who visited the clinic,
which serves Boston's poor familles.
And so Reach Our and Read was
born. The national program, cited as
the madel for the reading lnjtiative
the White House began last spring,
makes books a part of pediatric pri-
mary care.

Starting at 8 months and continy-
ing until age 5, children are given one
ne'w book ac each checkup. By the
time they staet school, they own at -
lease 1D books, a lidrary that costs ali
of abour $30.

““Where can yoy get 2 betler bar-
gainthan that?™" sald Dr. Zucker-
man, a tounder of Reach Outand
Read, which is partof Read Boston, a
citywide elfort to insure that by third
gracde alichildren are reading at
grade level.

Rueuach Out and Read. which relics
vn money fram private faundations,

T

”
"

£0 Quinn fa' The Xaw York Time.

Dr. Bacry Zuckerman dispenses itee books and a love of reading to his

young patients at the pediavic dlinic of Boston Medical Center. The
program he helped found has been cited as a national medsh ‘

gave away more than haif a mil-
Iton books around the councry last
year. The books are crucla) for chil-
dren [rom poor neighborhoods,
where bookstores and lidraries are
gcarce and, Dr. Zuckerman says,
*famllies don't have a lot of discre-
tonary income for books.™

(n addition, many of the parents
were fipt read o as children, and
often they do not have the habitof
reading ajoud to thelr children, The
pediatricians tntroduced the ritual
by "préscribing”” raading aloud.

Given a choice, most Kids would
racher be with a parent reading o
ook than watching T\, smd Dr
Zuckerman, who still hus the bogra-

phy of Buffalo Bilthe won in a grady-

schoo! reading contest.

Carmeta Ryvera, i1, whohud cumi

to the ¢linte with her $-year-ald s13-
ter, ingrid. agreed. " You gel more
things 10 your brain by readiny

hooks,’ said Carmela. whose persan-

al favorite 13 " The Litte Mermad.”
A 19A5 swdy hy the Nutional Coni.
mussion on Literacy found that Tead.
ng aloud to chitdren ahen thev s e
young was the single mastie ot
ool th helping them learn s road

More recent research has shown
that stimulation, like reading aloud.
Is cruclal to bratn development in the|
early years.

The publishing tadustry has been
slow to catch on, but this year sey-
erd) publishers have given thousands
of remainder books ty Reach Out and
Read. Stacked on a tabie in the mid-
dle of the waiting room were beautls
tul new books. .

More books lined the medicine
capinets of each dpctor’s office. The
dociors make theloaks a part of the
checkup. Theidea is that literacy (8
as tmportant to child: en as immunis
Zation and good nuirition.

“IUs not about teachmg the alpha-
nel. sawd Dr. Zuckerman o national-
ty known childrea’s advocate. 'LUl's
about sharing books, and having
Raoks decaming famikar objects.”

Alaraied hy the rising tde of con-
Wmersm, with childran bafraged

by teluvision advertisements [or (o5
thear Ut ents may not be able to af.

ford, he xad he wanted tostarta 43
myvermenum chileren's g-giving 2
Jov et Chieistmys, He alewady has b
the slogan, Jusr grve hooks \
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November 05, 1997

Hillary Clinton

Office of the First Lady
The White House

Second Floor, West Wing
Washington, DC 20502

Dear Mrs. Clinton,

Thank you for supporting and promoting the Reach Out and Read Program as
part of your national initiative, Prescription for Reading. The partnership you
pulled together is expanding and we are implementing city and statewide
pediatric literacy programs around the country instead of scattered individual
sites. You attended the Baltimore kick-off (where you appeared with their
Mayor and Dr. Perri Klass at the University of Maryland), but we have similar
initiatives at one or another stage of implementation in Chicago, Vermont,
Texas, Pittsburgh, Indiana, Alabama, Kansas City, New York, regions of
California and Flonida and many others.

In Boston we are now ready to expand Prescription for Reading/Reach Qut
and Read to all twenty-six health centers and four pediatric hospital clinics.
The Mellon Bank and Minute Maid Orange Juice are funding this effort and the
Reach Out and Read National Center will train the pediatricians. The Boston
Celtics, in conjunction with high school students, are also involved, through
our NBA volunteer initiative, TEAM UP. Mayor Menino and I would like to
invite you to a kick-off event for this citywide effort, which is part of the
Mayor’s Read Boston Initiative. We will schedule this event at your
convenience. Jon Jennings told me you would be in town for the Team
Harmony event on December 9 and I wonder whether it is possible to couple
this visit with a Prescription for Reading/Reach Out and Read launch.

Thank you for your continued support and interest. Your leadership, your
example and your message are bringing us closer and closer to our goal: that
by the year 2,000 giving out books and literacy guidance to parents, will be as
routine for pediatricians as giving immunizations.

N

Basten Medical Certer
Boston Univiisity S¢Ront of Medicne

Baszon Uniseraly Scacgt ol Punlic Healin
Ranton ! bhimi. A i e €

"hivasens! [
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T have initiated a discussion with Kaiser Permanente about implementing Reach
Out and Read for all of their sites nationally. David Lawrence, MD, the CEO,
will work with me to obtain books, as"pait of a package, with each vaccine
pharmaceutical companies sell to Kaiser. If this happens we may reach our
goal before the year 2,000.

Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Barry Zuckerman, MD




FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REACH OUT AND READ
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
JUNE 10, 1997

Talking Points

[Acknowledgments: Mayor Schmoke; Dr. David Ramsay, President, University of Maryland at
Baltimore; Dr. Donald Wilson, Dean, University of Maryland School of Medicine; Dr. Morton
Rapoport, President and CEO, University of Maryland Medical System; Dr. Michael Berman,
Professor and Chairman, Department of Pediatrics, University of Maryland School of Medicine,
Maryland’s Hospital for Children.]

. I am delighted to be back in Baltimore. During my visit in September, I received a
bumper sticker and pin declaring Baltimore ‘the city that reads’. So I am very pleased to
be here today to further the tradition of reading in the City of Baltimore and help launch
the Baltimore Prescription for Reading Partnership.

. This day is possible because of the efforts of so many people working together. 1 would
like to thank the Annie E. Casey Foundation for their generous support; Reach Out and
Read, without whose leadership this day may not have come; Scholastic Publishing and
First Book, who have been such important partners in our efforts to ‘prescribe reading’;
the American Academy of Pediatrics for recommending that pediatricians prescribe
reading to infants and toddlers as part of standard pediatric care; and all the wonderful
Institutions in Baltimore who are joining the Partnership.

. We are beginning to understand just how important reading is to a child’s emotional and
cognitive development. We now know that a baby’s brain is a work in progress. And
that brain, like the baby’s body, needs to be nourished through activities with parents or
caregivers like reading books, singing songs and telling bedtime stories. These activities
actually help the baby’s brain grow and strengthen emotional bonds.

. We know that most parents come into contact with a pediatrician. They might not take
their child to a library or preschool program until the child is over the age of three, but
they will, in all likelithood, come into contact with a health care provider. If that doctor or
nurse were to prescribe reading-- and take it a step further by handing that parent or
caregiver a book-- in most cases, the parent will try to follow through on the doctor’s
prescription.

. We have to help parents understand that, no matter their educational level or reading
ability, they can stimulate their children’s emotional and intellectual growth by talking to
and reading to their children, even when they stumble over a few words here or there.
Most likely, their children won’t even notice. But they will notice the power of reading
and books to take them on fascinating adventures and introduce them to interesting ideas.

-



In an event at the White House in April, I had the privilege of announcing the
Prescription for Reading Partnership-- a national campaign to put books in the hands of
parents who bring their young children to the doctor, and to get doctors to prescribe daily
reading. The partnership-- which we are launching today in Baltimore-- challenges
communities across the country to bring together pediatricians, hospitals, health centers,
book publishers, libraries and literacy organizations to encourage and enable parents to
read to their children on a regular basis.

The National Partnership has already secured more than a quarter of a million books to be
distributed through health clinics around the country and commitments to train
pediatricians and health centers to prescribe reading and provide books to hundreds of
thousands of children.

Baltimore is a city that reads. Your efforts to work provide every child in Baltimore with
a strong foundation to thrive in a new century serves as a model for cities all across the
country.

I know that there are already many institutions in Baltimore doing wonderful things to
encourage reading. For example, the Greenspring Pediatric Association at Sinai Hospital
has been training medical residents on the role that health professionals play in reading.
Beginning today, all of the participating hospitals in Baltimore will adopt the program.

And today, we are joined by David Kirk, author of Miss Spider’s New Car, which he and
I will read to some of Baltimore’s youngest citizens in just a few minutes.
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T am delighted to be able to host the kick-off for the Baliimore Pmmvpm
Partnership topreseribereading—to-infants-and-toddles and to welcome gw(mj
you, Mayor Schmoke, Dr. Klass, (Mr. Kirk) and Mrs. Clinton to the
University of Maryland Pediatric Ambulatory Center.

Pediatricians around the country were excited to learn that the
simple steps prescribed by the Reach Out and Read program could help
make reading a part of children’s lives.

Now, with the leadership of Reach Out and Read, and the
support of the Annie E Casey Foundation, First Book, and Scholastic
Publishing , Baltimorc has been sclected as the Showcase City for the
first regional Reach Out and Read Program. Funding has allowed
Baltimore to form a partnership from the Pediatric community, the
literacy community, and the business community, with coordination by
Barbara Squires of the Baltimore City Health Department’s Healthy
Start Program.

Our Pediatric partners include the Bayview CAP Program ,The
Druid Health Center, The East Baltimore Medical Center , The Hopkins
Harriet Lane Clinic, The Matilda Koval Center, Sinai Hospital’s
Greenspring Pediatrics, St Agnes Pediatrics, Total Health Care, and
Park West Medical Center, as well as the University of Maryland’s
Pediatric Ambulatory Center. Each will start a volunteer reading
program, train doctors and nurses to encourage reading, and reecive

Reach Out and Read money to purchase books to give to their young
patients .

Our other partners, such as the Maryland Academy of Pediatrics,
Baltimore Reads, Ready at Five, The Midatlantic Primary Care
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Association, The Baltimore Public Schools, and Enoch Pratt Free
Library will join us in sharing tasks such as recruitment and training
of volunteers, fund raising, book ordering and public relations so that
we can provide this program to many thousands of Baltimore’s
children.

The Baltimore steering committee is contfident that this
partnership will expand. It seems you need only mention the
Reach Out and Read Program and volunteers appear.

That certainly has been the case here at the University of
Maryland at Baltimore. Qur program is just getting started and already
we have had residents, staff, students and faculty, as well as our
Chairman Dr. Michael Berman offering to help. We have received
shipments of donated new books from Random House and Scholastic
Publishing which we will be giving to our patients. We have had many
“gently used” books donated by the Pediatric Ambulatory Center
physicians and staff for use on our waiting room, , and a donation of
over one hundred books collected by Kenneth Mallott and Alex
Helsand, children of two faculty members, Of course , we had lots ot
help from all of our staff for this kickoff event. ~ With volunteerism
like this we can’t wait to participate in the regional training, and
formally get our program off the ground.

President and Mrs. Clinton are committed to improving the lives
of children. They understand the importance of reading to children
from the earliest age. The Baltimore Partnership would not have
occurred without the challenge of the President and the First Lady to
create a national effort urging pediatricians to prescribe reading to their

. R N2 (4 0 . .
youngest patients. Their initiative has. kncities like Baltimore
and National organizations like the Academy of Pediatrics to begin
carly literacy efforts.
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Mrs. Clinton, we are honored by your commitment to children
and by your presence here today. Thank you for being in Baltimore to

launch the| Eirst-Regional Reach-Out-and-Read-Rrogram. It is my

pleasure to\introduce Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Presurprio? e
Lead Y

Qarrn{,f{hw

Later

Mrs. Clinton , on behalf of the Baltimore Healthy Start Program I would
like to present you with a copy of Shades Of Beauty, a newly published
children’s book written by Cinnamon Brown,a Healthy Start staff
member, and with a Maryland’s Hospital for Children sweat shirt for
each member of your family.
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TALKING POINTS BY MAYOR KURT L. SCHMOKE
PREPARED BY CHRISTY MACY
Reach Out and Read Announcement
University of Maryland Pediatric Ambulatory Center
Tuesday, June 10, 1997 at 3 p.m.

1. ITIS A GREAT HONOR AND PRIVILEGE TO WELCOME THE FIRST LADY
HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, TO THE CITY OF BALTIMORE AND TO THE
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND.

(om0 g
sw\phmr (ﬂpdl{yn(/m - hu
oy P

2. SHE IS HERE TODAY TO SPOTLIGHT A NEW/ NATIONAL READING PROGRAM
THAT WE ARE IMPLEMENTING IN BALTIMORE, AND WHICH I KNOW IS CLOSE
TO THE FIRST LADY’S HEART. IT’S CALLED’ THE REACH OUT AND READ
PROGRAM, AIMED AT PROMOTING READING TO CHILDREN FROM THE EARLIEST
MOMENTS IN THEIR LIVES. THIS INITIATIVE IS A MAJOR BOOST TO
BALTIMORE’S COMMITMENT TO LITERACY -- WHICH SEEKS TO SERVE PEOPLE
AT ALL AGES, AND AT ALL LEVELS OF ACHIEVEMENT.

fre

3. WHEN I CAME INTO OFFICE SOME NINE YEARS AGO, I SAID THAT IT
WOULD MAKE ME PROUDEST IF ONE DAY IT COULD SIMPLY BE SAID OF
BALTIMORE THAT THIS IS “THE CITY THAT READS.” AND I THINK WE’VE MADE
SOME SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS TOWARD THIS GOAL.

4. WE STARTED OUR CITYWIDE LITERACY CAMPAIGN IN 1988, WHEN WE
ESTABLISHED THE NON-PROFIT BALTIMORE READS, AND THE QUASI-
GOVERNMENTAL PARTNER, THE BALTIMORE CITY LITERACY CORPORATION.
TOGETHER, THEY HAVE WORKED IN TANDEM TO DEVELOP AND EXPAND
OPPORTUNITIES FOR TRAINING ADULTS WITH POOR LITERACY SKILLS.
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5. AND WE'RE PROUD OF OUR PROGRESS. OVER THE YEARS, WE'VE
EXPANDED SERVICES TO MORE THAN 45,000 ADULTS THROUGH 30 COMMUNITY-
BASED LITERACY ORGANIZATIONS. THAT'S A HUGE JUMP. IN 1988, THE CITY
SERVED ABOUT 2500 LOW LITERACY ADULTS. TODAY, WE SERVE 7500
ANNUALLY -- WITH ANEW FOCUS ON HELPING PEOPLE MAKE THE TRANSITION
FROM WELFARE TO WORK. WE'VE BEEN ABLE TO MAKE THIS KIND OF
PROGRESS THANKS TO THE INVALUABLE SUPPORT OF OUR PARTNERS IN BOTH
THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS.

6. WE’RE ALSO DEVELOPING OPPORTUNITIES TO IMPROVE FAMILY
LITERACY. BALTIMORE READS OPERATES AN AMERICORPS PROGRAM THAT
WAS ONE OF THE PROTOTYPES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF PRESIDENT
CLINTON’S AMERICA READS PROGRAM.

7. BY IMPLEMENTING THIS NEW REACH OUT AND READ INITIATIVE IN
BALTIMORE, WE ARE FURTHER EXPANDING OUR LITERACY CAMPAIGN -- THIS
TIME TO BENEFIT OUR YOUNGEST CITIZENS. THROUGH THESE NEW
PARTNERSHIPS WITH PEDIATRIC CLINICS AND PEDIATRICIANS ACROSS THE
CITY, WE'RE TRYING TO MAKE READING TO CHILDREN AN INTEGRAL PART OF

RAISING HEALTHY, HAPPY CHILDREN -- AS IMPORTANT AS A GOOD DIET AND A
LOT OF CUDDLING.

8. IT IS PARTICULARLY APPROPRIATE THAT THE FIRST LADY IS HERE TODAY
TO CELEBRATE THIS NEW PROGRAM IN BALTIMORE. HER LIFE’S WORK AND
PASSION HAVE BEEN TO IMPROVE THE WELL-BEING OF FAMILIES AND
CHILDREN, AND SHE’S ALSO BECOME A MOST POWERFUL AND ARTICULATE
ADVOCATE FOR LITERACY. MOST RECENTLY, SHE HAS HELPED PUBLICIZE
THE EXTRAORDINARY IMPORTANCE OF THE QUALITY OF CARE DURING THOSE
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FIRST THREE YEARS OF A CHILD’S LIFE - INCLUDING THE SIMPLE ACT OF
READING TO A CHILD.

9. BEFORE I INTRODUCE DR. PERRI KLASS, WHO HAS BEEN SUCH A GUIDING
SPIRIT BEHIND THIS NATIONAL PROJECT, I WANT TO ACKNOWLEDGE AND
THANK THE MANY PEDIATRIC CLINICS AND CITY AGENCIES WHO HAVE COME
TOGETHER AS PARTNERS TO MAKE THIS PROGRAM SO EFFECTIVE. THANKS TO
YOUR EFFORTS, BALTIMORE IS THE FIRST CITY IN THE NATION TO SPONSOR A
CITY-WIDE, COORDINATED REACH OUT AND READ PROGRAM. APPRECIATION
ALSO TO THE PROGRAM’S MANY SUPPORTERS, WHICH INCLUDE BALTIMORE
HEALTHY START, THE ENOCH PRATT FREE LIBRARY, THE MARYLAND CHAPTER
OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS, AND BALTIMORE READS. MANY
THANKS ALSO TO THE ANNIE E. CASEY FOUNDATION, FOR ITS INVALUABLE
FINANCIAL SUPPORT.

10. NOW,I HAVE THE HONOR OF INTRODUCING DR. PERRI KLASS, THE
MEDICAL DIRECTOR OF REACH OUT AND READ AT THE BOSTON MEDICAL
CENTER. SHE’S A PEDIATRICIAN, A PROFESSOR, AN ACCOMPLISHED AUTHOR,
AND A LEADING EXPERT ON LITERACY DEVELOPMENT. THROUGH HER

- PIONEERING WORK ON THIS PROGRAM, DR. KLASS HAS BEEN ABLE TO
INTEGRATE HER COMMITMENT TO HEALTH CARE OF YOUNG CHILDREN WITH
HER PASSION FOR BOOKS, STORIES, AND THE WRITTEN WORD. IT’S A GREAT
PLEASURE TO HAVE HER WITH US TODAY.

HHAH

KLS:CHM:chm:hillary
6/9/97
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REACH OUT AND READ
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
JUNE 10, 1997

Talking Points

Schalastic Publishing and Christine Benero, R
important partners in our efforts to ‘prescribe reading’; all the wonderful institutions
in Baltimore where the program is being started; and-BavidKirk-and-Nicheles
Caltaway-for-sharing-Miss Sprider's Mew-Car-with us today-1+C__

. | am delighted to be back in Baltimore. During my visit in September, |
received a bumper sticker and pin declaring Baltimore ‘the city that reads’.
So | am very pleased to be here today to further the tradition of reading in
the City of Baltimore and help launch the Reach Out and Read Partnership.

. We are beginning to understand just how important reading is to a child’s
emotional and cognitive development. We now know that a baby’s brain is a
work in progress. And that brain, like the baby’s body, needs to be
nourished through activities with parents or caregivers like reading books,
singing songs and telling bedtime stories. These activities actually help the
baby’s brain grow and strengthen emotional bonds.

. There are few things that | believe could make a more dramatic difference
over the next ten years in this country than to persuade parents of all
educational and economic levels to take this mission of reading and talking
with their young babies seriously.

. In an event at the White House in April, | had the privilege of announcing a
national effort to give America’s children the tools they need to achieve their
God-given potential-- the Prescription for Reading Partnership. The
partnership-- which we are launching today in Baltimore-- challenges
communities across the country to bring together pediatricians, hospitals,
health centers, book publishers, libraries and literacy organizations to
encourage and enable parents to read to their children on a regular basis.

. The National Partnership has already secured more than a quarter of a million

books to be distributed through health clinics around the country and

commitments to train pediatricians and health centers to prescribe reading
and provide books to hundreds of thousands of children.

0
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In Baltimore, Sinai Hospital bas been training residents on the role medical
professionals play in reading. after today’s event, all of the participating
hospitals in Baltimore will ladopt the program.

Baltimore is a city that reads. Your efforts to work provide every child in

Baltimore with a strong foundation to thrive in a new century serves as a
model for cities all across the country to ‘Reach Out and Read’.

(,evm ¢ iom o %w{ Kark



@65/89/1997 13:83 4195479018 HEALTHY START INC. PAGE 01
BALLIMORE CITY

o Wiias Phone #: 396-7318
Stare FAX #: 547-9018

dgﬂaby..... Seanrse ¥

210 Guillord Ave.. 2nd Floor

Ballirmore, MO 21202-2418 FAX TRANSMITTAL

DATE: _( —-9—-2%

TO: M, A(AMJ

COMPANY:

FAX#: 202 (5( i) G4/2
IROM: M&g‘%&g#v

SUBJECT:

vy

PAGES Z ;INCLUDING COVER

REPLY: Urgent! Forward Immediately For your Review
Please Reply No Reply Needed
Call Upon Receipt Other

COMMENTS:




B6/89/1937 13:83 41095473018 HEALTHY START INC.

Interim Attendance List - ROR event on 6-10-97
as of 12 noon, 6-9-97

Kurt L. Schmoke
Mayor, City of Baltimaore

Barbara Bostick-Hunt
Assistant to the Mayor

Jay Baker
Mayor’s photographer

Sarah Garrett
Mayor’s office

Peter Beilenson, M.D.
Commissioner of Health
Baltimore City Health Department

Elias Dorsey
Deputy Commissioner of Health
Baltimare City Health Department

Thomas P. Coyle
Assistant Commmissioner
Baltimare City Health Department

Barbara Squires
Reach Out and Read Coordinator
Healthy Start/Starting Points

Donald Wilson
Dean, University of Maryland School of Medicine

Michael A. Berman, M.D.
Chairman, Dept. of Pediatrics
University of Maryland

Tyson Tildon
Profcssor, Dept. of Pediatrics
University of Maryland

Nancy Grasmick
Maryland Superintendent of Schools

PaAGE B2



96/89/1997 13:83 41854790818 HEALTHY START INC. PAGE B3

Marianne Felice
Professor of Pediatrics
University of Maryland

Mortoa Rappaport

President

Univeriity of Maryland Medical Systems
Susan Swift

Consultant to the Dept.of Pediatrics
University of Maryland

Chrig Carver, Ben & Noah
Family of Virginia Keane, M.D.

Pat Sokolov,
University of Maryland at Baltimore

Dr. Ramsey
University of Maryland

Kenneth Mallott & Alex Helsand
youth coordinators of PAC Book Drive

Steve Cohen

Managing Director, Scholastic Books
Alan Cohen

Scholastic Books

Nicholas Calloway

Partner of David Kirk

David Kirk

Author

Pat Cowan

Boston Reach Out and Read Coordinator
Perni Klass, M.D.

Medical Director, Boston Reach Out and Read

Christine Be
CEO, First Book
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Tony Cippolone
Anniec E. Cascy Foundation

Lisa Tate
National Association of Children’s Hospitals

Heather Neblatt & newborn daughter Camille
Baltimore Medical Systems

Deborah Taylor
Enoch Pratt Free Library

Carla Hayden, Ph.D.
Director, Enoch Pratt Free Library

Mary Ashe
Child Life Specialist
Hopkins Harriet Lane Pediatric Clinic

John Andrews, M.D.
Hopkins Harriet Lane Pediatric Clinic

Dan Hawkins
Mid-Atlantic Primary Care Assn.

Shannon Wright
Reach Out and Read Site Coordinator
Bast Baltimore Medical Center

Barbara Bums
Reach Out and Read Coordinator
St. Agnes Hospital

Michael Burke, M.D.
Chairman, Dept. of Pediatrics
St. Agnes Hospital

Delores Smith
Druid Family Health Center

Dawn Breon
Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center

Lisa Blaney
Total Health Care
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Preston Reed
Park West Medical Center

Allan Bennet
Executive Director, Park West Medical Center

Rhonda Friedman
Baltimare City Public Schools

Rebecca Hartman
Greenspring Pediatric Assn., Sinai Hospital

Oscar Taube, M.D.
Chairman, Dept. Of Pediatrics
Greenspring Pediatric Assn., Sinai Hospital

Charlene Uhl
Executive Director
Ready At Five Partnership

Bobbi Seabolt
Executive Director
American Academy of Pediatrics, Maryland Chapter

Maggi Gaines
Executive Director
Baltimore Reads

Anne London
Executive Director
Maryland State HIPPY Nectwork
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Baltimore Reads, Inc.

Baltimore Reads, Inc., a nonprofit organization crested in 1988 works in public-private
partnership to ensure that all aduits in Baltimore have access to quality literacy services,

Baltimore Reads:
& Provides support services and resources to 34 providers citywide.
® Established and operates the Ripken Learning Center, a mode} adult literacy program.

® Established and operates innovative in-schoo] family Kteracy programs 1o get students reading
at grade level and promote lifglorng educational success.

Creating Sohitions

Baltimore Reads works on many fronts to provide the resources uccessary to serve adult lesmers
in Baltimore.

Since 1988, Baltimore Reads has:
@ Increased number of city literacy programs from 6 to 34.

@ Served over 45,000 2dult learners in Baltimore.

@ Raised over $12 million for literacy with an average of 84% of aii dollars poing directly o
serviegs Sox learngrs,

® Collected and redistributed 350,000 new and gentiy-used bocks to low-intome £milies
through the Battimors Reads Book Bank.

¢ Distributed $500,000 to city literacy providers.
@ Distributed 200 used computess to providers.

© Rederred 4,800 ieamers and 1,000 volunteer tutogs through the Baltimore Reads Hotline
(410/576-READ).

® Established 18 internship/job partnerships with area employers.

® Moved 60% of 1996/97 Ripken Cemter students off weltare and into jobs or taternships.
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V. Baltimore Reads Background and Purpose

Baltimore Reads, Inc., works in pariuecsifp with
governmens, busiress, and public agencles m
effectively addeess the needs of under-educated
adults and thelr fanidlies. Cvexr 200,000 aduite
Baltimore lack the basic literscy skilis w0 function

SH . independently. Baltimore Reads provides and :
‘_~ S suppons learning opportanities for aduits o hecoms

e =

Since its inception in 1988, Baltimore Reads bas increased Hteracy services availabls o adults in
Baitimore City. The aetwork of providers has grown from six programs t¢ 34 programs, serving
7,000 adult icarnors sonually. A totat of 45,000 leamners have been served over the last aight years.

Baltimore Reads currently operates two litetacy centers: The Ripkep Learping Center and the
Jonestown Fanily Learnlog Frogram.

The Beltimore Reads Ripkeo Learning Cemrter initiated a job training and placement program. In three
momhiy Z2 iearmers have besn placed In interaships. Over the course of a year, 40 learners hava been
employed.

Baltimore Reads offers umbrella and support sesvices including financial, technical, planning, and
curriculum assistance es well as training and collaborarive opportnities to Baltimore literacy providers.

Baltimore Reads manages the Baltimore Reads Book Bank. Since December 1992, this program has
collected and redistributed over 300,000 new and gently used books to low-income families. .

In fiscal year 1996, Baltimore Reads collected and redistributed over §0 wsed computers for free
digsribution 0 various literacy programs. Additionally, Baltimore Reads provides teckmical support and
training 1 facilitate the use of computers with adult learness

Batumore Reads Zouses an information and refestal hotline for adult learners and volunteers. Ia fiscal
year 1996, the hotline referred gver 968 learners and 60 volunteers to literacy programs.

Iz 1996 Baltimore Reads was agin awarded an AmeriCorps grant as part of the ENABLE parmership
to expand i scheol-based leracy intervention program to first gradere aud thoir faxtlies.

Baltimsre Reads: Where Legning Goss To Work

Battimore Reads, Inc.
S East Read Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
410) 752-3595
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Maryland ‘s Hospital for Children and the Department of
Pediatrics at the University of Maryland provides comprehensive care
to children in our local neighborhoods and outstanding specialty care
and in patient services to children from the state and midatlantic region.
Child health services, including primary care, neonatology, intensive
care and a full range of subspecialty services are provided by our
attending physicians, who are all faculty of the University of
Maryland School of Medicine. Medical students and residents receive
outstanding training in the care of children from our faculty in our many
facilities. The department maintains an active research program.

The Pediatric Ambulatory Center is the major primary care
practice for the Department of Pediatrics. For thirty years the PAC has
been providing comprehensive care to some of Baltimore’s most needy
children. Each year we care for about 7,000 children at 21,000 visits.
Our patients reflect the neighborhood where we are located. Ninoty
percent of our patients are African American, and most of the rest are
white. Seventy five percent of our patients are insured through
Medicaid, and about 20% arc “Grey Zone”, i.¢. children whosc parents
work but who do not have health insurance. We receive Title V
funding through the Baltimore City Health Department to assist in
providing care to Grey Zone children. We have also been the recipients
of Healthy Start funds and SSI case management funds, which help
us to care for our complex and difficult to reach patients. Our center is
also a hub for pediatric primary care training and research.

Dr. Virginia Keane has been the Medical Director of the Pediatric
Ambulatory Center since 1990. An Associate Professor of Pediatrics,
she is a graduate of the City College of New York School of Biomedical
Education and the State University of new York at Buffalo. She
received her residency training at the University of Maryland and
completed a Robert Wood Johnson General Academic Pediatrics
fellowship at the Johns Hopkins Hospital. She joined the faculty at the
University of Maryland in 1987. Her research interests include high
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risk behaviors and immunizations. Her clinical interest is in care of
urban children with complex medical and social problems, and in
integrating health care services for poor families. Under her lcadership
services provided at the PAC have expanded to include WIC and
Medicaid eligibility. She serves as a consultant on vatious issues to

the State of Maryland Health Department, the Baltimore City Health
Department, is on the State WIC Advisory Board, and is an active
member of the local Chapter of the Academy of Pediatrics. She is
currently involved in implementing the transition to managed care under
Maryland Medicaid 1115 waiver. She is a recent recipient of a Reach
Qut and Read grant. She lives in a three generation household,
including her father, her hushand and her two sons, ages seven and ten.
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Pern Klass, M.D.—-Baitimore, 10 June 1997

(Gaodnight Moon?)
INTRO--
laet week I saw a mother with a six-month-0ld and an aighteen-month-cid (at NHC in Boston)

how excited to see Baltimore collaborating on this city-wide mitiative

we at Reach Qut and Read very pleased to see our model put into operation on this scale, thanks to
continuing support of Annie E. Casay Foundation, Scholastic, and the continued leadership of the Fist
Lady and the Prescription For Reading Initiative

IMPORTANCE OF READING
what are we learning about language and brain development in the ¢arly years of life?
critical that all the complex neuronal connections
get made
all those conmections happen in response to stimulation
to noise, and language, end faces and the rich fascinating world as it comes mto focus

IMPORTANCE OF PEDIATRICIANS

as pediatricians, we see children over and over during the first years of life (shots!)

we are the first professionals trained in child development that parents see regularly, before school, befors
Head Start, before preschool

we ate in alliance with parents to help their children grow up healthy and happy

and 50, if we make reading gur business, we link it to nutrition, to safety, to the prevention of illness—-to
essential vital issues in the lives of youag children

often find myself saying, have to talk to babies or they don't learn to talk
and the truth 15, more and more we understand that this is also true with written language, with literacy:
children need to grow up around books, need to grow tp Wwith written language, to be ready 10 learn to read
spectfic cognitive steps--but also, liking books, toving books and book-time

REACH OUT AND READ
Reach Out apd Read takes advantage of those many pediatric visits in the early yeass of life
takes advantage of that relaticnship that exists between parents and provider
Reach Out and Read developed nine years aga at RCH, collabaration between pediatricians and sarly
childbood educators (Robert Needlman, Barry Zuckerman, Kathleen Fitzgerald Rice)--the program has 3
componzots, all of which will be opaating here and at cther centers in Baltimore

--volunteer readers in the waiting rooms

—advice from the pediatrician or aurse-practitioner as part of the check-up

~-and at every check-up from six months to five years, give s book

by kindergarten, ten children's books in the home
studies now show that when parents are asked to name their child's favorite activities, or to recall everything
they've done with their child in the last 24 hours, parents who received a book at the last visit are moro
likety w mendon books and reading

in one study, parents recriving AFDC were 4 to 8 times as likely to mention reading with their
children if they had received a book at a previous visit
pediatricians love giving out the booke (as opposed to the ever more numerous shots)
the children love getting them

the boy who neaded the stitches

come in and they ask, are you going to give me a book today :
when ] give a book, feel T am saying to the parent, I helieve your child can learn, can susceed in schoel--I
believe your child can grow up to be a reader,
and I believe that you can help your child grow up to love books
with the support of the First Lady, the city of Baltimore is making a grand gesture of faith towards parents
and children-- Reach Out and Read is proud to be g part of it.

Tnkrp D,_Vug:nla Kegnte

32
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I am ecstatic to be able to host the kick-off for the Baltimore jarea-Reach 67
Out-and Read-Program, and to welcome you, Mayor Schmoke, Dr. ~ ~Toadd47.
Klass and Mrs. Clinton to the University of Maryland Pediatric
Ambulatory Center.

Dr. Klass’s work shows that pediatricians can positively-impact
on #mnﬂyTFadmgand—eaﬂyLehﬂdhﬁed&ﬁerae@LNewshmsp;eadlng

this work-throug As-a—jointinitiative-of Reach Out
and-Read-ard the Annie E Casey Fou/ndgimn Baltimore-has—been

Vrejwtw zf:: L0 fants

/(\N- selected as the "‘--"‘ ity ne stregional Reach Out and Read
" g.ot Prograne . Theirfunding hasallewed Baltimore toformapartnershipp
:‘,m,\wf‘a framethie Pe¢ dxatrlc commumty the literacy communlty, suel%&s%he

) B EnoehPratt Free Library; Baitimore Readsand Ready-at-Fiye , and the
v

business cpmmunity, with coordinationBarbara Squires o Q

v ()(V‘w Baltimore City Health Department’s Healthy Start program.  Our

v health care|partners, who include the Bayview CAP Program ,The

¢ Druid Health Center, The East Baltimore Medical Center , The Hopkins
Hamiet Lane Clinic, The Matilda Koval Center, Sinai Hospital’s

G.re 4 Greenspring Pediatrics, St Agnes Pediatrics, Total Health Care, and

Y Park West Medical Center,as well as the University of Maryland’s

Pediatric Ambulatory Center will receive Reaeh Out-and Redd money
oy O purchage books to give to our young patients . / The partners have

A 0. agreed to/share tasks such as recruitment and training of volunteers,

W fund raiging, book ordering and public relations so that we can

’V&W efficiegtly and effectively provide this program to many, many of
Our O altiphore’s children
N, Woudd |
\,,\w Kk re steering committee is confident that this
,yqi e ) e ' : :
“J.)m‘tnerslup will expand, as it seetns you need only mention the
0 M h( W/M

o 0%

| et ™ Wih tw ltadevgh)p
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Reach Out and Read Program and volunteers come racing to offer their
assistance.

That certainly has been the case here at the University of
Maryland at Baltimore. Our program is just getting started and already
we have had residents, staff, students and facuity, as well as our
Chairman Dr. Michael Berman offering to help with reading, fund
raising and book drives. We have received shipments of donated new
books from Random House and Scholastic Publishing which we will
be giving to our patients at their well child visits birth to age five. We
have had lots of donated “gently used” books which we will use in our
waiting room and give to older children . We can’t wait to begin our
volunteer training and formally get our program off the ground.

I know that President and Mrs. Clinton are committed to o b (drer

improving the lives of children. They understand the importan¢e of .,/ 1e4
early—ehildhood literacy -and-—wantto-promete early reading /and-the  44(.
. Reach-Out-and-Read-program. Mrs. Clinton, we are honored by your -
A W“}M commitment to children and by your presence here today. Thank you

A for being in Baltimore to launch the(@ch Out and Read Program. It is
¥ my pleasure to introduce Hillary Rodham Clinton.  Paitiwmor

\‘AW}““{‘\ P w Pa rmonV(Mp.
W W Mrs. Clinton , on behalf of the Baltimore Healthy Start Program I would

v like to present you with a copy of Shades Of Beauty, a newly published 7

Qv W . ty yp -

qs\\;:x@@d children’s book written by a Healthy Start staff member, and with these
Ny

. Marylands Hospital for Children sweat shirts for each member of your
family. , \ A
‘ W ) o AN \ ﬁ} J
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BALTIMORE KICK-OFF ATTENDEES

/. Johns Hopkins Children's Center
John Andrews, MD Jnglrecdin m/Wwoq
-Oeergo-Dover—mb
Terr MetcaltMB

Ash, Senior Child Life Specialist Frurtest k|
YA Ladinshy M.D. /@M/W—WDW
27~ St_Agnes Hospital
Michael Burke. MD | (hiot 9f Pedratrics

Barbara Bums. Onsue Coordinator

4 University of Maryland Pediatric Ambulatory Center
Virginia Keane, MD
Beth Wendlinger, Pediatric Coordinator

¢/ Sinai Hospital of Bajtimore
Rebecca Hartman, LICSW
Oscar M. Taube, MD 7

7 East Baltimore Medical Center

Pasquale Bemard1 MD ~75 .Oireto- £OR

éo. M_aulda Koval Health Cen[er
Heather Neblett. MD Ales L i ~€etor KOR
A . .

/. Johns Hopkins Bayview Medjcal Center
Dawn Breon. Child Case Management Supervisor
Lauren Jansson. MD 7

J . Park West Medical Center
Allen S. Bennew, MD Aedicel FPhrector RoR

Preston Reed, Community Affairs Liason

<. Druid Family Health Center
KarenNelsen—MbP—

Manessa-Catters, MID
Delores Smith. Early Childhood Education Specialist

Enoch Pratt Free Library
Robert Rieffel

Deborah Taylor
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City of Baltimore
Mayor Kurt Schmoke

Peter Beilenson, Commissioner of Health

Thomas Coyle. Assistant Commisioner of Maternal and Infant Care
Executive Director of Baltimore Healthy Start Program

Barbara Squires, Director of Policy, Baltimore Healthy Start Program

Maggie Gaines. Executive Director, Baltimore Reads

Daniel Hawkins, Mid-Atlantic Association of Community Health Centers

AT 5 Medieal €
Perri Klass, MD, Medical Director, Reach Out and Read
Patricia Cowan, RN, National Program Coordinator, Reach Qut and Read

First Book
Chrisune Benero. Chief Executive Officer

Annie E. Casev Foundation To,«}/ Ct/b,oo/an e

Scholastic, Inc. A/4n Ca/len, M&.&—«Sﬁj—%ﬁ) Steve (ohen M anagmrg

)
. ’ - ra
Chitdrens Author - Qovid K ik Divecksy

/4/)1emc_an Aeadem of Pedcatrics « Rohert Henn e man MD.
Toel Algert, Pres. €lect of AP
MNatioaa| Associatim of Chilefrens //a.Sft‘/a/S -Lisa late

A‘mmfz.-‘:’r‘go:’ka.-_//fr(~ ﬁﬁ—g‘f—z\f-rcﬁ‘(??
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Jume 4, 1997
To: Pat Cowsn
From: Rob Rieffe}

re.  Reach out and Read KickofT,
Pat,
Here is the approved line for the Pratt Library:
"The Enoch Pratt Free Library looks forward to the opportunity to reinforce the
interaction between parent, child and reading by integrating library services such
as library card registration and ongoing children's reading activities, into the
O "Reach Out And Read" program. The Library enthusiastically anticipates an active
UP\ o partneeship with the organizations involved in this important project.”
W
\ Let me know as the details are worked out. Good luck.

R. Rieffel
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Greenspring Pediatric Associates, the Pediatric Outpatieat Department of Sinai
Hospital of Baltimore, strongly encourages childhood literacy, not only by providing a
Reach Out and Read Program, but also by training the doctors of the firture in literacy
promotion. Pediatric residents receive training in early literacy development and in how
10 assist parents jn encouraging children to read. Pediatric residents also receive training
from Baltimore's Enoch Pratt Public Library. They leam how to read to children, and arc
introduced to some of the outstanding books in early childhood literature. This program
of pediatric resident training insures that Greenspring Pediatric Associates' and Sinai
Hospital's literacy promotion efforts will be disseminated to communities throughout the
country, a3 pediatricians go into practice afier their residency is completed.

TOTAL P.QEZ
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Maryland ‘s Hospital for Children and the Department of
Pediatrics at the University of Maryland provides comprehensive care
to children in our local neighborhoods and outstanding specialty care
and in patient services to children from the state and midatlantic region.
Child health services, including primary care, neonatology, intensive
care and a full range of subspecialty services are provided by our
attending physicians, who are all faculty of the University of
Maryland School of Medicine. Medical students and residents receive
outstanding training in the care of children from our faculty in our many
facilities. The department maintains an active research program.

The Pediatric Ambulatory Center is the major primary care
practice for the Department of Pediatrics. For thirty years the PAC has
been providing comprehensive care to some of Baltimore’s most needy
children. Each year we care for about 7,000 children at 21,000 visits.
Our patients reflect the neighborhood where we are located. Ninety
percent of our patients are African American, and most of the rest are
white. Seventy five percent of our patients are insured through
Medicaid, and about 20% are “Grey Zone”, i.e. children whose parents
work but who do not have health insurance. We receive Title V
funding through the Baltimore City Health Department to assist in
providing care to Grey Zone children. We have also been the recipients
of Healthy Start funds and SSI case management funds, which help
us to care for our complex and difficult to reach patients. Our center is
also a hub for pediatric primary care training and research.

Dr. Virginia Keane has been the Medical Director of the Pediatric
Ambulatory Center since 1990. An Associate Professor of Pediatrics,
she is a graduate of the City College of New York School of Biomedical
Education and the State University of new York at Buffalo. She
received her residency training at the University of Maryland and
completed a Robert Wood Johnson General Academic Pediatrics
fellowship at the Johns Hopkins Hospital. She joined the faculty at the
University of Maryland in 1987. Her research interests include high
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risk behaviors and immunizations. Her clinical interest is in care of
urban children with complex medical and social problems, and in
integrating health care services for poor families. Under her leadership
services provided at the PAC have expanded to include WIC and
Medicaid eligibility. She serves as a consultant on various issues to

the State of Maryland Health Department, the Baltimore City Health
Department, is on the State WIC Advisory Board, and is an active
member of the local Chapter of the Academy of Pediatrics. She is
currently involved in implementing the transition to managed care under
Maryland Medicaid 1115 waiver. She is a recent recipient of a Reach
Out and Read grant. She lives in a three generation household,
including her father, her husband and her two sons, ages seven and ten.




Baltimare’s Coardinated Reach Q | Read Iniiat

With funds from the Annie E. Casey Foundation, the Reach Out and Read (ROR) Program,
developed by the Boston City Hospital, is sponsoring a coordinated Reach Out and Read
Initiative in Baltimore City. While ROR has funded pediatric clinical sites around the United
States to implement this highly successful pediatric early literacy program, the initiative in
Baltimore represents the first effort to sponsor a city-wide coordinated ROR Program anywhere
in the country.

In Baltimore, a number of pediatric clinics, as well as other agencies, have come together to form
both a Reach Out and Read Partners Group, and a Reach Out and Read Steering Committee, to
guide this initiative to implementation. The Partners Group is made up of all the participating and
interested organizations (see attached list) including the pediatric sites; Baltimore Healthy Start;
the Enoch Pratt Free Library; the Ready At Five Partnership; the Maryland Chapter of the
American Academny of Pediatrics; the Mid-Atlantic Primary Care Association; and Baltimore
Reads. The smaller Steering Cormittee is meeting regularly to work out arrangements for joint
training of staff from the various clinical sites, for coordinated book ordering, and for coordinated
volunteer development. The Steering Committee will also pursue additional funding and book
donations to carry this project beyond the initial grant from the Casey Foundation, and to allow
additional pediatric sites to participate.

The ROR project is Baltimore is being coordinated by Baltimore Healthy Start, Inc., a private
non-profit corporation developed by the Baltimore City Health Department. Healthy Start is
implementing the federally-funded infant mortality reduction project, as well as the Camnegie

~ Corporation’s Starting Points Initiative to promote the healthy development of families with
children ages 0-3. ROR's goal to promote reading to children from the earliest age is a natural fit
into both of Healthy Start’s initiatives. Other participants on the Partners Group, such as the
Pratt Library and the Ready At Five Partnership, are providing additional technical assistance and
resources to further enhance the clinics’ efforts to successfully implement Reach Out and Read.

With the announcement of the coordinated Baltimore ROR initiatve on June 10, 1997 by Hillary
Clinton, the Steering Committee is planning to have ROR implemented and underway in the
participating pediatric sites by August. Activities now being planned in order to implement the
program include the training of clinic staff, the obtaining of age-appropriate books to be given to
children ages 0-$ at their well-child visits, and the identification and training of volunteers to read
to children in the clinic waiting arcas.

The coordinated Baltimore City ROR Initiative is also pleased to have the support of existing
national ROR partners, including First Book, and Scholastic, and local literacy initiatives including
Baltimore Reads.



Baltimore Reach Out and Read Partners Group

Pediatric Clini

The Johns Hopkins Harriet Lanc Primary Care Pediatric Clinic
The University of Maryland Pediatric Ambulatary Clinic

Sinai Hospital Greenspring Pediatric Association

Baltimore Medical System Matilda Koval Pediatric Clinic
Druid Pamily Health Center, Children & Youth Clinic

Johns Hopkins Bayview Center for Addiction and Pregnancy
East Baltimore Medical Center Pediatric Clinic

St. Agnes Hospital Pediatric Clinic

Park West Medical Center Pediatric Clinic

Total Health Care Pediatric Clinic

Baltimore Healthy Start/Starting Points
Enoch Pratt Free Library

Ready At Five Partnership

Mid Adantic Primary Care Association
Amesican Academy of Pediatrics, Maryland Chapter
Baltimore City Public Schools

Baltimare Reads

Ripkea Leamning Center of Baltimore Reads
Maryland State HIPPY Network

In the First Place

The Annie E. Casey Foundation




TO: Lee Tawney
FROM: Jennifer Klein ¢
DATE: 6/6/97

Program for Launch of Reach Qut and Read in Baltimore:

Remarks

Mayor speaks and intros Dr. Perri Klass, Reach Out and Read (2-3 minutes)

Dr. Klass speaks and intros Dr. Virginia Keane, University of Maryland (2-3
minutes)

Dr. Keane speaks and intros the First Lady (2-3 minutes)
The First Lady speaks (4-5 minutes)

Reading Program

David Kirk and the First Lady read Miss Spider’s New Car to a group of children.
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One Boston Medical Center Place
Boston. MA 02118-2353

Tel: 617 638 8000
Tel: 617 534 5000

Reach Out and Read

Boston Medical Center

1 Boston Medical Center Place
Dowling 5 South

Boston, MA 02118

(617) 534-5701

(617) 534-7557 FAX
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BALTIMORE KICK-OFF ATTENDEES

Johns Hopkins Children’s Center

John Andrews, MD

George Dover, MD

Terry Metcalf, MD

Mary Ash, Senior Child Life Specialist
Bavoary bll ff y

St. Agnes Hospital
Michael Burke, MD

Barbara Bumns. Onsite Coordinator

University of Maryland Pediatric Ambulatory Center
Virginia Keane, MD
Beth Wendlinger, Pediatric Coordinator

Sinai Hospital of Baltimore
Rebecca Hartman, LICSW
Oscar M. Taube, MD

East Baltimore Medical Center
Pasquale Bernardi, MD

Matijlda Koval Health Center
Heather Neblett, MD
Annette Snyder

Johns Hopkins Bavview Medical Center
Dawn Breon, Child Case Management Supervisor
Lauren Jansson, MD

Park West Medical Center
Allen S. Bennett, MD
Preston Reed, Community Affairs Liason

Druid Family Health Center

Karen Nelson, MD

Vanessa Cullens, MD

Delores Smith, Early Childhood Education Specialist

Enoch Pratt Free Library
Robert Rieffel

Deborah Taylor
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City of Baltimore

Mayor Kurt Schmoke

Peter Beilenson, Comumissioner of Health

Thomas Coyle, Assistant Commisioner of Maternal and Infant Care
Executive Director of Baltimore Healthy Start Program

Barbara Squires, Director of Policy, Baltimore Healthy Start Program

Maggie Gaines, Executive Director, Baltimore Reads

Daniel Hawkins, Mid-Atlantic Association of Community Health Centers

Boston Medical Center
—Barry-Zuekerman; MD, Chief and Chairman, Department of Pediatrics
Medical Director, Boston Medical Center
Perri Klass, MD, Medical Director, Reach Out and Read
Patricia Cowan, RN, National Program Coordinator, Reach Out and Read

First Book
Christine Benero, Chief Executive Officer

Annie E. Casey Foundation

Scholastic, Inc.

Yieve (ohwm
Mauveen Sugr”

Davd  Wark - Migs Spides
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POSTRY

One Boston Medical Center Place
Boston. MA 021182393

Tel: 617 638 8000

Tel: 617 534 5000

Reach Out and Read

Boston Medical Center

1 Boston Medical Center Place
Dowling 5 South

Boston, MA 02118

(617) 534-5701

(617) 534-7557 FAX

Fax Cover Sheet

DATE: 5/2//¢7
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FAX: 02 ~456~- 2P7¢
FROM: 2 Breica Grvanm)
b17] -5 34-75%3
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REACH OUT AND READ BALTIMORE KICK-OFF
June 23,24,25,26 77 nerl 5
g ¢
Lot " 0¥ VM ah
10:00 AM:  Annie E. Casey Foundation w {V\ WM
701 St. Paul Street N

¢ Introductory Remarks--Representative of AECF (Doug Nelson or Betty King)
¢ Doug Nelson or Betty King introduces First Lady--Remarks

e First Lady introduces Mayor Kurt Schmoke--Remarks - Heirimwe Ts A iy

Tt Reads
¢ Doug Nelson or Betty King introduces Barry Zuckerman, MD
37, )—-imroduction of local collaborators
KL\ m\““’w) Barbara Squires, Tom Coyle--Baltimore Healthy Start
%1% uMAA 5 Daniel Hawkins, Jr.--Mid-Atlantic Association of Community Health Centers
0 — Deborah Taylor, Robert Rieffel--Enoch Pratt Free Library Qo‘r’"
Mayov Maggie Gaines--Ripken Foundation/Baltimore Reads afh

® Head of o "P‘:”L --announcement of Baltimore ROR sites , o 0+ 35§ -2508 /o”(m il
. St. Agnes Hospital--Barbara Burns, Michael Burke, MD
@U a4 /“I M d:’%/:,fo ,  Johns Hopkins Children’s Center--John Andrews, MD

Lichprotbrn= University of Maryland Pediatric Ambulatory Center--Virginia Keane, MD
Sinai Hospital--Oscar Taube, MD
¢ Health Centers : - .
@HK —-remarks Millavd Fillmovg!s Wite

Varent of %nnd o larriet Lane Wandbook - -
vtad 9190 AM:  Harriet Lane Pediatric Primary Care Clinic Pedizrer.
Johns Hopkins Children’s Center v herdyook
600 North Wolfe Street

¢ Welcome and brief tour of clinic \&b\\“
~George Dover, MD, Physician-in-Chief, Johns Hopkins Children’s Center o
Janet Serwint, MD, Director, Harriet Lane Pediatric Primary Care Clinic V\QWM Y \\O‘Ml
Barry Zuckerman, MD 0 M
Perri Klass, MD )y
» Reading to children in clinic registration area--Hillary Rodham Clinton - S
(AN etV g
¢ Distribution of books to children 'ﬁ\“m wt
Hillary Rodham Clinton Anomer clinie 1 \qu, B
George Dover, MD ‘
Janet Sewint, MD Tom -
Barry Zuckerman, MD my kg lan lo Lih  anthor ‘7
Perri Klass, MD

Mfuja,ruf Wist prown ?

¢

7.30— 4100 /J(erlq,l

1 howr
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PUBLIC RELATIONS RE M S I K_ MU E L L E R GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

& ASSOCIATES. INC.

May 28, 1997 Via Fax: 202-456-2878

Ms. Jennifer Klein

Special Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy
Office of the First Lady

Second Floor West

Washington, DC 20502

Dear Ms. Klein:

I am writng to you on behalf of the Sixteenth Saweet Community Health Center in
Milwaukee, Wis. and Dr. John Bartkowski, the Center’s chief executive officer. As | stated during
our telephone conversation, the Center is very interested in helping to create awareness of the First
Lady’s “Prescription for Reading” program. In fact, the Center proposes to work with you and
your staff to develop a media event to kick off the program, including a visit by the First Lady to
the Center.

The concept of the program was inidally presented to Dr. Bartkowski and other health care
leaders during a White House briefing on March 24, 1997, As part of the First Lady’s initative,
children’s books would be dellvered to a select number of community-based health centers
nationwide and distributed to patlents at no cost. This effort focuses on educating children and
famifies who are in need of support, and parallels the Sixteenth Steet Community Health Center’s
mission to help create a better quality of life for the young in a neighborhood that battles the
effects of poverty on a daily basis.

That is why holding an event at the Center to Introduce the program Is a viable opton.
For instance, in 1996, the Center recorded more than 84,000 patent visits, of which nearly half
were under the age of 12. In addidon, the Center Is located In Milwaukee, the heart of the
Midwest, and has been providing health care services to a cultural diverse population for more than
25 years. The Center’s emphasls on the welfare of children and community outreach has
positioned it as an innovative and natonal leader In the health care industry.

| will follow up with you on Friday, May 30, or the early part of next week to discuss your
interest in working with the Sixteenth Street Community Health Center to develop the

“prescription for Reading” program. In the meantime, if you have any questions, please call me at
(414) 390-5500.

Sincerely,
‘@W}W )
Katﬁiyn Wellner

700 W, VIRGINIA ST.. SUITE 201 - MILWAUKEE, Wl 53204-1548
414-390-5500 - FAX 414-390-5515
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REACH OUT AND READ BALTIMORE KICK-OFF
June 23, 24, 25, 2677

10:00 AM:  Annie E. Casey Foundation

701 St. Paul Street

Inooductory Remarks--Representative of AECF (Betty King, Bill Rust)

Announcement of Baltimore ROR Sites--Representative of Reach Out and Read
(Barry Zuckerman, MD, Perri Klass, MD)
St. Agnes Hospiml, Johns Hopkins Children’s Center, University of Maryland
Hospital, Sinai Hospital, Health Centers

Introduction of The First Lady-.7?72?

Keynote speaker (?»—Hillary Rodham Clinton

'Remarks and introductions of local collaborators—Mayor Schmoke

Barbara Squires, Tom Coyle—Baltimore Healthy Stuart
Daniel Hawkins, Jr.—Mid-Atlantic Association of Community Health Centers
Deborah Taylor, Robert Rieffel—Enoch Pratt Free Library

11:00 AM:  Harriet Lane Pediatric Primary Care Clinic

Johns Hopkins Children’s Center
600 North Wolfe Street

Welcome and brief tour of clinic—George Dover, MD. Physician-in-Chief, Johns
Hapkins Children's Center, Junet Serwint, MD, Director, Harriet Lane Pedlatric
Primary Care Clinic

Reading to children in clinic registration area—Hillary Rodham Clinton
“Where the Wild Things Are” (?) or a book of her choosing

Distribution of books to children in clinic—Hillary Rodham Clinton, George Dover.
Janet Serwinz

02



Patricia Solis-Doyle
04/29/97 03:10:38 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Jennifer L. Klein/OPD/EOP

ce:
Subject: Re: Reach Out and Read )

1) Nothing pleases me more than to know that you are taking this over for Pauline. | love
that.
2) | did not know that Melanne wants her to do that. In fact, | have no information as to what

it is. Can you send me info?

3) July looks bad because of foreign travel. June looks better. Let's talk.
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One Boston Medical Center Place
Boston, MA 02118-2393
Tel, 617 638 8000
Tel: 617 534 5000
April 15, 1997

Office of the First Lady
The White House

Second Floor, West Wing
Washington, DC 20502

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

This summer in late June or July, Reach Out and Read, First Book, and the City of
Baltimore will be celebrating the city-wide opening of ROR at the Johns Hopkins
Children’s Center, the University of Maryland Pediatric Ambulatory Center, and Sinai
Hospital of Baltimore in partnership with many of the Baltimore neighborhood health
centers.

In recognition of the tremendous work you have already conducted in the field of early
childhood development, particularly in literacy, we know you will be excited about the
partnership of so many organizations so close to home. It would mean so much to us if
you could join us for this Kick-off celebration We are hoping to time the date of the
kickoff around your schedule.

Sincerely,

Patricia J. Cowan, RN
National Program Coordinator
Reach Out and Read
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DATE: Thursday, April24, 1997 M E M O

TO: Paullne Abernathy‘ The Wh|te House ...................................................................

P

! i Pauline - Elaine, Christine, and | agreed
: i onthese questions and approach. We're :
: ¢ faxing them out tomorrow. Enjoy your :
: i well-earned vacation. Steve

. { P.S. Ghost was in Spain, not Portugal

FAX: 1202 456-7028

FROM: Steve Cohen

PAGES: 3

...............................................................................................................................................................
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Prescription for Reading Partnership

DATE: April 24, 1997

TO: Partnership Members

FROM: Steve Cohen
Scholastic,

Telephone: 212-343-6586
Fax: 212-343-4803

RE: Strategic Plan Questions

Last week's White House event was a marvelous beginning. Now the hard
part: cnsuring we achicve the goals that were articulated.

To help make that a reality, I will coordinate putting together the strategic
plan.

Came Plan

To begin, I'd like to conduct short, one-on-one (telephone) interviews with
each of you. Please take a look at the questions listed below. During the next
week I'd like to discuss these issues with each of you individually.

Please call my assistant, Debra Shiau at 212-343-6589 to set up a convenient
time to spend (no more than) 15 minutes on the phone with me. Please call
her in the next few days so that we can conduct these interviews late next
week. (I will be out Monday and Tuesday the 28th and 2%9th.)

I will then compile the elements, look for synergies, conflicts, opportunities,
missing pieces, and circulate a dratt to each ot you.

The Questions
1. What are the key benchmarks that define your commitment?

2. What are the operational components that must be in place to achieve your
commitment?

3. What are the potential barriers, obstacles, problems?



Steve Cohen T’ 212-343-4803 204/24/97 ®5:05 PM 033

*

4. What is your timetable and key dates?

5. What are the budgetary requirements, and where is funding coming from?

6. Who else do you need to -- or would you like to -- work with in order to
tultill your commitment?

Plcasc call me with any questions, comments, suggestions, complaints. And
please schedule a phone interview with Debra.

Thanks.



- !25/1997 11:51 6175347557 PAGE B1

RSN

One Boston Medical Center Place
Boston, MA 02118-2353

Tel: 617 638 8000

Tel. 617 534 5000

Reach Qut and Read

Boston Medical Center

1 Boston Medical Center Place
Dowling 5 South

Boston, MA 02118

(617) 534-5701

(617) 534-.7557 FAX

Fax Cover Sheet

DATE: Aprif 25 1897
TO: JENNIFER Ki_EIN
FAX: 202-456-6244

FROM:  Abby Jewkes

Number of pages including cover sheet: 2

Message
Please see attached.




< !25/199? 11:51 6175347557 PAGE A2

BTN

One Boston Medical Center Place
Boston, MA 02118-2393

Tal: 617 638 8000

Tel: 617 534 5000

April 24, 1997

Office of the First Lady
The White House

Second Floor, West Wing
Washington, DC 20502

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

Thank you so much for your hospitality last week and for your inspirational words at the
launch of the prescription for reading imitiative. We at Reach Qut and Read are
tremendously grateful for the leadership you are providing to bring attention to the role
that pediatricians can play in making books and reading part of children’s health and
health care. We are writing now 10 ask if you will join us in inaugurating a new
partnership in Baltimore which puts the prescription for reading partnership iuto practice
on a dramatic city-wide scale.

This summer in late June or July, Reach Out and Read, First Book, and the City of
Baltimore will be celebrating the city-wide opening of ROR at the Johns Hopkins
Children’s Center, the University of Maryland Pediatric Ambulatory Center, and Sinai
Hospital of Baltimore in partnership with many of the Baltimore neighborhood health
centers. This unique city-wide collaboration will serve as a model for other large urban
initiatives as we continue to work towards our long-term goals of ensuring that all
children under five are read to every day, and that all children have access to books.

With the tremendous work you have already conducted in the field of early childhood
development, and your inspirational leadership in the prescription for reading partnership,
we know you will be excited about this large collaboration so close to home. It would
mean so much t0 us if you could join us for this kick-off celebration We are hoping to
time the date of the kickoff around your schedule.

Sincerely,

72,« N _.. (F_'_(_(:,JL_,J—A MD
M )
Barry*Zuckernman, MD Perri Klass, MD
Professor and Chairman Medical Director, Reach Qut and Read

Department of Pediatrics Assistant Professor of Pediatrics




CEN,
é N

MPDICAL

One Boston Medical Center Place
Boston. MA 02118-2393

Tel: 617 638 8000

Tel: 617 534 5000

k)

April 21, 1997

Ms. Pauline Abernathy

Acting Special Assistant to the President
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave

Washington, DC 20036

Dear Pauline,

| just wanted to jot off a quick note of thanks and congratulations for your pivotal role in
launching the Prescription for Reading. Now the real work will begin, and | am
confident that through your efforts, millions of children will have access to books and
literacy skill development, who might not have before this initiative.

| believe that it was due to your leadership and vision that meaningful partnerships
were formed last week, enabling the fulfillment of the bold commitments made last
week. The initial effort last week produced commitments of more than 260,000 books.
The Scholastic challenge will continue to stretch contributors’ dollars in significant
ways, and help to grow this number quickly.

Again, thank you and congratulations.

Sincerely,

@ @Sﬁ/w

Elaine Grossman
Reach Qut and Read

Reach Out and Read
Boston Medical Center * Onc Boston Medical Center Place, Mat 5 * Boston, MA 02118
(617) 534-5701 or (617) 534-4765 * (617) 534-7915 FAX



