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GOVERROR TAXES ACTION 7C SAVE LIVES; MOTEERS TO XNOW
THY RESULTS OF THEIR NEWDORN'S HIV TEST

Governor George &. Pazaki today anncunced a majer policy
change that will allow mothers to laarn the resulrg Of KIV
apntibody tests performed on newborn infants by the State Health

Departmant.

"This acrion is abeut sawving lives,® gaid Governor Pataki.
"New York has more babies horn with HIV thad any othexr state.
I am preparad to do all ! ean congistent witd existing laws to
ansure tCRAC every HIV-infected infant receives the necessary
medical treatment.® . : . g

‘The Governcr’'s action seztles a law suit brought against cthe
State by the Agsociation ta Benefit Children seekirg mandatory
testing of newborn infants and disclosure of the test results to

zhers. _

Negotiations to settle the lawsuit were led by Attorney
Saneral Dexnis C, Vaceo, an cutdpoken advocate for digclosurs of
newborn HIV test results. : I

"Every motier has the right to kmow if hexr child hae been
expoged to HIV s6 that she and her doctor can take.staps TO
protect her child’s healtd,™ said Attornmey Ganeral Vaece. “This
sestlament is not just a victery for the hundreds of babies
axpopged to HIV in rkis stage, bur also a vietory for common

gense. "’

The Governor has directed Stase Realth Commlissioner Barbara
A. DeBucmo, M.D., to deveiop requlations that will marndare
prevatal EIV counseling and provide a mechanism for mothers e¢
obtain theiy infants’ HIV test results. The requlations will:
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o Allow cach mother to indicate om a consent form wvherher ste
wants te be iafarmed of her ipfant‘s HIV antibody test
resulr.

e Require the Health Departmwent’s Wadsworth Laboratoxry to send
an infapt’a test result zequested by the mothex ¢o her
physician, wbe will ia :u:n-nc:i!y.:hg infant’s mother,
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. Raquire all prenatal care providers:sudject %o Health
Department jurisdietion to céunsael pregnant womer about the
risk of mocher-so-child vransmission of EIV and encourage
all pregnant women to voluncarily be tested.

J Require hospitals teo inform new mothers at the Lime of
delivery that blood samples frox Their newborns are tasced
for HIV antibodies by the State Health Department.

. Requize kospitals to arrangeé fOr neteszary £oliow-up testing
and refezrral to care for the mother and ckild i the
infant ‘s test result is positive.

' Tha State Xealth Department hax beed testing ancnymous
nawborn blood samples for EIV antibodies gince lare 1587, as a
means of monitoring the rate of HIV infection among child-bearing
women;. The Sest results sre pgt given to mothersg or ghysiciana.
tince there is no identifying information on the sample when the
test is done currantly. The pesting is ancaymous 2o comply with
the Szate’'s HIV Confidentiality Law, which prohibits HIV testing
of any individual without written consent.
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*The proposed new State regulation is congistent with the
HIV Confidentiality Law Decause the mother would sisn a cemsent
form 'to obrtain the child’s HIV test reauit,? said Governor
Pataksi. *Acy odther who doesd not want her child’s tcest result may
indicare ber refuaal on the consent. form.*

When 8 newborn infan: {ests positive for HIV antibodies it
means thac the mother iz infected, becauss newborns bhave
antidodias from ctheir mocher’s Blood at birth. Furthar tests are
necassary to determine if zhe bady is infected. About 20 to 25
percent of infectad mothers transmit the virus to their babies.

Pxysicians can now significantly reduee rhe riak that an
HIV-infacred mother wiil sransmit the virus to her child if ic is
kpown early ir pregnancy that the mother isg infected. The ,
anciviral <xug A2T taken during pregnancy has been ghéwn o
reduce the risk of HIV transmission from a mother to a child by
a3 much as two-thizds -- fxom 25 perceat to 8 pervent, _

*This is the £ixct really good news we have had in the 15-
year histoxy of the AIDS epidemic," Commisgioner DeBuono said. *I
firmly believe that if pregrant women arve given thig important
information, virtually every womanr will ‘want to take the test to

protect ber chilg."
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Prenatal care settings that would be required %o counsel
pregnant women include hogpitais, clinics and managed care
organizations. The mandate would not apply to physicians in
private practice, altlough the Health Department has appealed to
all physicfang to make HIV counseling and voluntary taesting &

- soutine parr of prenatal caxe. ' '

New York Stase leacds the narion in the cusmulative numdar of
diagnoged AIDS cases and the number of women and childrer who
have developed AIDS. To date, nearly 92,000 New Yorkers have
developed AIDS, 19,000 of whom are wemen, and 1,700 aze children
wnos have developed AIDS due to maternal transmission of the

virus.
" The Health Departeent data reveal that approximately 1,400
HIV-infected women give birth anmmually in New York State, and 20

to 25 percent of their infants alse become infected. This means
that about 300 tv 350 KIV-infants are boznn each year in New York.
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Regulationg proposed by éhe State Health Departaeht must be
publizked for a public comment period, and adopted by the State
Hospital Review and Plaaning Couneil before they can tzke effect.

The agreement is subject to court appraval.
4 '



