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Governor Oeorgc s. Pacaki coday announced a major policy-
change th*.t w i l l allow mothers co laarn the - re^ulcs". of KXV 
asiCUsody testa performed en ne^bora infants by the 5C3te Health 
Dtparcment* 

"Thie action i s ahout aaving l ives ,* said Governor PataXi-
"Kew York has Tore babies bora with EIV zh&h. any other state. 
1 am prepared to do a l l I can consiateztt .vith existing laws 
azusure that every HIV-infected infaiit receives the necessary 
medical treatiaenc.» 

The Governor's action aetclee a 1 M ' s u i t brought against she 
State by che Association to Benefit Children seeking mandatory 
teecins of newborn infants and disclosure of the teat results to 
icoshers. 

Negotiations co settle the. lawsuit vere. led by Attorney 
general Dennis C. Vacco, an out̂ polcen advocate for disclosure o£ 
newborn Siv test results. 

"Every mother has the right co know i f her chi ld has been 
exposed to Kiv so that she and her doctor can tales-.steps to 
protect her chi ld's health,' said Attorney General vacco. •This 
settlement i s not just a victory for the hundreda of babies 
exposed to tfXY in this state, but also a victory for cocmon 
sense .» 

The Governor has directed State Health Cotnmisaioner Barbara 
A. OeBucso, M.D.. to develop regulations t$a£ w i l l mandate 
prenatal E i v cQu&seling and provide a steehanisa for tnothers to 
obtain their infants' Hiv test results.. The regulations w i l l ; 

• Allow each mother to indicate on a boas ent form whather she 
wants to be informed of her infant's 3SV antibody test 
resu l t . 

• Require ciis Health Department' s Wadsworth Laboratory to sead 
an infant'a test reeult requested by the toother to her 
physician, wh© wi l l in turn notify the infant's mother. 

8 



^ - 1 3 3 5 u : 0 9 FROM WHITE HOUSE AIDS POLICY TO 
WESTUING P . 0 3 / 0 4 

O C T - 1 0 - 8 6 1 4 . 2 2 F R O M . A I D S P O t l C V C E N T P P 
U l * C E N T E R 1 0 . 2 0 2 7 8 6 3 5 7 3 p A C E 

-2-

• Require a l l preaacal care provider* , subjecc co HeAlth 
Deparcwea'c jurisdiction co edunsel pregnane wotnen abouc the 
risk of mother-to-child transmission of EZV and encourage 
a l l pregnant women to voluntarily be tested. 

• Require hospitals to inform nev mothers at the time of 
delivery that blood samples fros their newborns are tasted 
for HIV antibodies by the State Health Department. 

• Require hospitals to arranaA for necessary follow-up testing 
end referral to care for the mother and child i f the 
infant's test result ie positive. 

The State Health Department has been testing ̂ nonytBOue 
newborn blood samples for HIV antibodies since late 1967, as a 
means of monitoring the rate of KXV infection anong child-bearing 
women. The cesc results are aa£ given tp aethers or physicians 

of any individual without written cottsent. 

'The proposed nev State regulation is consistent with the 
KIV Confidentiality Law because the nother would sign a consent 
form"to obcain the child's HTV test' reault, •» said Qovemor 
Pacaki. 'Any ©ether who doerf not want her child>s test result may 
indicate her refusal on ths consent. forat. * 

When a newborn infant tests positive for HIV antibodies i t 
means that the mother is infected, because'newborns have 
antibodies from their mother's blood at birth. Further tests are 
necessary to determine i f the baby is infected,. About 20 to 25 
percent of infected oothers transtftit the virus to their babies. 

Physicians can now significantly reduce the risk that an 
HIV-infected stother will transmit the virus to her child i f i t is 
known early in pregnancy that the mother "is infected. The 
antiviral drug A2T taken during pregnancy hae been shown to 
reduce the risk of Hiv transmission from a mother to a child by 
as wuch as two-thirds froa 25 percent to B percent. 

-This i s the first really good news we have had in Sba 15-
year History of the AIDS epidemic, * eonaisqioner DfcBueno said, - l 
firmly b*liev« chat i f pregnant women are given this important 
information., virtually every wonan will .-vane to cake the test to 
protect her child." 
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Prenatal care aettinga thac would be required $0 counsel 
pregnant wocoen include hospitals, c l in ics aad managed care 
organizations - The mandate would not apply to physicians i a 
private practice, although the Health Department has appealed to 
a l l physicians to make HIV counseling and voluntary testing x 
routine pare of prenatal care. 

tfev Vork State leads the nation in the cumulative number of 
diagnosed AIDS cases and the number of women and children who 
have developed AIDS. To date, n«arly 92,000 New Yorkers have 
developed ATDS, 19,000 of whom are women, aad i,7oo are children 
wh£ have developed AIDS due to maternal transmission of the 
v i rus . 

The Health Department data reveal that approximately 1,400 
HIV-infected women giv« birth annually in New York State, and 20 
to 25 percent of their infants also become infected. This means 
that abouc 300 aso xrv-infants are born each year in Hew York. 

Regulations proposed by the State Health Depart men c must be 
published for a public coanent period, and adopted by the State 
Hospital Review and Planning Council before they can cake effect . 

The agreement i s subject to court approval. 
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