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LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM

TO: Legislative Lialson Officer - See Distribution below:
¥ 7{) }U V\ N
FROM: Janet FORSGREN" .lu(_ P f ?1 Assistant Director for Legislative Reference

OMB CONTACT: Robert PELLICCI  395-4871
Legislative Assistant's line (for simple responses);  395-7382
C=US, A=sTELEMAIL, P=GOV+EQOP, O=0OMB, OQU1=LRD, S=PELLICCI, G=ROBERT, I=J
pellicci_r@a1.eop.gov

SUBJECT: DEFENSE Proposed Report on Revision to DOD policy regarding prepaid
abortions in military hospitals.

DEADLINE: Tuesday, February 06,1996

In accordance with OMB Circular A-19, OMB requests the views of your agency on ihe above subject hefore
advising on its relationship to the program of the Prosidont.

Please advise us if this item will affect direct spending or receipts for purpoges of the
"Pay-As-You-Go" provisions of Title XIll of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990.

COMMENTS: Proposed guidance from DOD Assistant Secretary for Health Affair Joseph on policy
regarding prepaid abortions in military hospitals as a result of the FY 1398 DOD
appropriations and authorization acts. A copy of prior guidance (daled May 9, 1994) is
also attached for your information. DOD has requested expedited clearance.
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RESPONSE TO LRM NO: 371
LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL )
MEMORANDUM FILE NO: 0

If your response to this request for views Is simple (e.g., concur/no comment), we prefer that you respond by e-mail or
by faxing us this response sheet.
If the response is simple and you prefer to call, please call the branch-wide line shown below (NOT the analyst's line)
10 leave a message with a legislative assistant.
You may also respond by:
(1) calling the analyst/attorney's direct tine (you will be connocted to voice mait if the analyst does not answer); or
(2) sending us @ memo or lefler
Please include the LRM number shown above, and the subject shown below.

TO: Robert PELLICCI  395-4871
Office of Managemont and Budget
Fax Number: 395-6148
Branch-Wide Line (1o reach legisiative assistant): 395-7362

FROM: (Date)

(Name)

(Agency)

(Telephone)

SUBJECT: DEFENSE Proposed Report on Revision to DOD policy regarding prepaid
abortions in military hospitals.
The following is the responsc of our agency to your request for views on {the above-caplioned subject:
Concur
No Objection
No Comment
See proposed edits on pages

Other:

FAX RETURN of pages, attached 1o this response sheol
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THE ASSISTANTYT SECRETAKY OF DEFENSE

WASKINGTON, D. €. 20301-1R00

NEALY™ ARV AING

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DEPAKTMENTS
SUBJECT: Siawtory Revision (o DoD Policy Regarding Prepaid Abortions in Militury Hospitals

O Febiuary 4, 1993, Secrctary Aspin, implementing instructions from President Clinton,
dirceted the Secretaries of the Military Deparitnents to reinstate the pre-1988 policy of allowing
abottions in military facilities overscas on a prepaid basis. On May 9, 1994, 1 established a series
of policies and procedutes further implementing this direction {Auachment). ~ I

e . ot ele

The Depariment of Delense Appropriations Act for FY 1996/‘rwiscs the DeD policy.
Prepaid abortions are no longer allowed, except in cascs in which the pregnancy is the result of an
act ol rape or incest. The new statulory provision does not affect the current policy regarding
aburlions in cases in which the Jite of the mother would be endangered if the fotus were caiticd (v
term. In such cases, abortivns may be provided using appropriated funds,

Please assure compliance with the new law. Authority to provide prepaid abortions in

overseas (acililics is limiled to cases in which the pregnancy is the result of an act of tupe or
inuest, (iher policies and procedures of the May 9, 1994, memoranduim remain in effcel.

Stephen C. Joseph, M.D., M.I”.H.

Allachment:
As slgted
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THR ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSK

WASHINGTON, O, C. 2030§-1200

NAY 0 1904

HEALYM APPFPAIRS

MEMORANDUM ROR SRCRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS

SUBJIBCT: linplementation of Policy Rogarding Pio-Paid Abortions in Military
Treatment Pacilifics

On Pebruary 4, 1993, Sccrotary Aspia directed the Soerctatios of the Mifitary Departments
to roiastate the pre-1988 policy of nﬁ)wing ebortions in military facilitics overscas on a pre-pald
busie. Siace that time, it has become apparont that implcmcntation proccdurcs among the
Departments axe not cntircly consiatent. The following policics and procedurss olating to the
Secrctary's February 4 memorandum are ostablished:

1. As a matter of DoD health care policy, to the exteat feasible and copsistent with
legal obligations, Service womca stationed autside the United States and women depoadonts of
membels 50 stationed should have access to aborton setvices conparable to that of women in the

United States.

2. With respect to abottons for minors, valid conseat may be obtalaed in eitherof
the followiag two methods: (2) the consent of at Jeast ont pareat or guardian s providod; or (b)
the commanding officer of the medical reauaen! faclity (o, if the commanding offcer is not &
physician, a scajor physician des{gnated by the commagding officer) makes a judgment, upoa the
rccommendation of the attending phyelclan, that the minoc 1s mature coough and well cpough

informed 10 give valid consent, o, if she is pot sutficiently mature and informed, that the dosired
abortion would be in her best interest.

3. Health care providers who, as a wuatter of conscicnce or moral principle, do ot
wish to petform clective abortions shall not be required to do so, This shal] appfy only to
providers directly involved in performing the aboction procedusc itself, such as ph{sicmns, Qurses,
and anesthesia and opcraiing room personnel Health care providess may be required to porform
abortion procedures to save the life of the mother. :

4. As under the pre-1988 policy, DoD will respect host nation laws regarding -

sbortion, Consent procedures set forth sn paragraph 2 apply in the abseace of controlling host
nation laws G1 legal requirements.

5. In circumstances in which it is not feasible 1o provide pre-paid abortion services
in a particular military facility, the Military Health Setvices System (MHSS) shall develop other
rieans to assure access for U.S. personnel and dependents, such as supplementing facility staff
with focal contract personnel, referrals to another military Facility or to qualified Focal civilian
providecs, consideration of travel lo ncarby focations, aud other apptopriste steps. Any

complication resulting from an elective abortion procedure will be (reated as would any other
medical problem/complication,

I’lease provide yout implementation plan ta this vificc within30 days.

e \,\w 9\4
ep) e
Stephien C. Jodeph, MDD, IM,U.N.




