June 4,1998

VISIT WITH CONGRESSMAN MCGOVERN TO PROJECT CONNECT

Date: June 4, 1998

Time: 11:30 am - 12:45 pm

Location:  Hyman Fine Elementary School
Attleboro, Massachusetts

From: Jennifer Klein and Neera Tanden

I. PURPOSE

To visit Project Connect, an innovative public-private partnership located in Attleboro
Public Schools that promotes early childhood development, and to highlight
Congressman McGovern's commitment to early learning and other issues affecting
children and families.

II. BACKGROUND

Project Connect
Project Connect is a program focusing on early childhood development that is

administered through the Attleboro Public School System. Project Connect activities
include: (1) subsidized child care; (2) The Family Network and Parents as Teachers
programs that provide parent training; home visitation by certified parent educators for
families with children from birth to three; and infant/toddler playgroups; and (3) a
Young Children’s Community Center that offers additional early childhood
programming. Project Connect is funded through competitive grants from the
Massachusetts Department of Education and is the product of a collaboration between
the public and private sectors in the early childhood field.

Project Connect assists a large number of people in the community. Last year, 125
preschoolers were served by part-day preschool programs, 584 adults were assisted by
Project Connect’s parenting workshops, and 196 families were reached by The Parents
As Teachers home visiting program.

Representative Jim McGovern’s Child Care Record

Jim McGovern is a freshman Democrat whose district includes Attleboro, Worcester
and Fall River. He has a strong record on children and family issues, as demonstrated
by his co-sponsorship of two child care bills. In November 1997, Representatives
McGovern, DeLauro (D-CT) and Morella (R-MD) introduced H.R. 2713, the Early
Learning Opportunity State Grants Act of 1998, which would provide flexible grants to




states to enhance early child development programs and family support services and
which is very similar to the Administration’s proposed $3 billion Early Learning Fund.
In April 1997, Representatives McGovern, DeLauro and Hoyer introduced H.R. 1373,
The Early Learning and Opportunity Act, which would increase investment in Early Head
Start program (for children from birth to three) and expand the Family and Medical
Leave Act. In addition, in November 1997, Congressman McGovern successfully
lobbied to have $114 million in additional funding for early childhood development
and child care programs included as part of the fiscal year 1998 Labor-HHS-Education
Appropriations bill. Also, in October 1997, he participated in the White House
Conference on Child Care.

Hyman Fine Elementary School
Hyman Fine School, an innovative elementary school, is one of five elementary schools

in the Attleboro Public School System and enrolls 565 students. The school uses team
teaching in grades one through four and multi-year assignments, or looping, in which
each teacher works with the same student for two years in the first though eighth grade.
The school has a Reading Recovery Program, which helps low achieving first grade
children learn to read through intensive, daily individual instruction. It also relies on
150 parent and community volunteers who devote more than 5,000 hours each year to
the school. In addition, Hyman Fine School has just hired a Parent Liaison to offer
parent workshops, a handbook for new parents, and information on local educational
activities. Finally, Hyman Fine also offers its students a before-and-after-school day
care program (ABACUS) that takes place on the school grounds.

I11. PARTICIPANTS
Tour
- The First Lady

- Representative McGovern

- Judith Robins, Mayor of Attleboro

- Ted Thibodeau, Superintendent of Schools

- Lynn Schweinshaut, Program Director, Project Connect

- Mary Fishbeck, Principal, Hyman Fine Elementary School

Speaking Program
- Judith Robins, Mayor

- Ted Thibodeau, Superintendent of Schools

- Lynn Schweinshaut, Program Director, Project Connect
- Yolanda McFadden, Parent

- Congressman McGovern

- The First Lady

Audience of 400 parents, child care providers, teachers, and community leaders.



IV.

V.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS !

YOU are greeted by Representative McGovern, Mayor Judith Robins,
Superintendent Ted Thibodeau, Principal Mary Fishbeck, and Lynn Scweinshaut,
Project Director, Project Connect.

YOU proceed to gymnasium to greet approximately 500 Hyman Fine Elementary
students. -

YOU tour Project Connect, accompanied by Representative McGovern, Mayor
Judith Robins, Ted Thibodeau, and Lynn Schweinshaut, and proceed to auditorium.
Mayor Judith Robins announces YOU and Representative McGovern onto the stage.
Ted Thibodeau makes brief remarks and introduces Lynn Schweinshaut.

Lynn Schweinshaut makes brief remarks and introduces Yolanda McFadden.
Yolanda McFadden makes brief remarks and introduces Representative McGovern.
Representative McGovern makes brief remarks and introduces YOU.

YOU make remarks and have the opportunity to work a ropeline.

PRESS PLAN

Tour: Pool press
Remarks: Open press

VL

REMARKS

Provided by Christy Macy.
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The Attleboro Public School System’s Praject Connect is a unique early childhood
initiative funded through competitive grants from the Massachusetts Department of
Education.

A visitor 10 Project Cotinect will find a nationally acelaimed model of outstanding
collaboration between the public and private sectors of the early childhood community.
The New York based Child Care Action Campaign (CCAC) selected Project Connect as
an outstanding model of a “dynamic early childhood/public school partmership.”™

The governing body of Project Connect is the Early Chjldhood Advisory Council, made
up of over 100 members. This nationally recognized Board has successfully united the
public and private sectors of the early childhood community. Attleboro’s success in early
childood education and programming is the direct result of the collaborative efforts of
these members of the early childhoed community

The mission of Project Connect is to provide high quality, comprehensive, equitable
services and prograrus to all children (birth through five years and their familjes)
regardless of special needs, low income, homelessness, limited Boglish speaking, abuse
or neglect. These services include childcare subsidy for working families and preschool
progranmming.

Project Connect includes The Family Network and Parents as Teachers programs.
These services are ottered free to all Artleboro families with children from birth to three
years. Home visits made by certified parent cducators, infant/toddler play groups and
parenting programs are the focus of this initiative.

The Young Children’s Community Center is another aspect of Project Connect, offering
high quality early childbooed programming. Once again the family is the focus. Parent
workshops and a lending library of parenting materials are central to this program.

Collaboration between the public and private sectors has set our community apart from
others around the nation, and has made Attleboro exuemely compeutive for grant
funding.

The following scenario typifies Project Connect'’s success as a family network for young
children and families. Yvonne was onc of the mothers who attended the parenting classes
presented by Project Connect at the homeless shelter, During these classes Yvonne
Jearned how to improve her parenting skills but she also learned thar she had a special
skill in working with children. Yvonne went on 10 school at a local college, completed
her Child Developiment classes and now works in a Project Connect daycare prograrn.
She also benefited from subsidized daycare while she was in school. In a local newspaper
article, Yvonne credited these parenting classes with setting her on her way.

Our proposal for Mrs. Clinton's visit to Hyman Fine School on June 4,]1998 includes an
opportunity to read a story or do a short activity with the preschoolers at the Young
Children’s Community Center (YCCC), followed by a visit to a typical session with
birth-to-three children, their parents, and their Parent Educaror. Mrs. Clinton and
Congressman McGovern would then address invited guests in the Hyman Fine
auditorium, highlighting their interest i supporting early childhood education. They
might also answer questions from the guests.

oo7
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS FOR MCGOVERN CHILDCARE EVENT
ATTELBORO, MA
JUNE 4, 1998

Acknowledgements: from advance

Thank you Jim for that wonderful introduction. And thank you for organizing this tour,
and for this invitation to join all of you here today. I have been looking forward to coming to
Attleboro for a long time, so I could see first hand the important work being done by Project
Connect -- a project I have heard so much about.

But first, I want to say a few words about my good friend, Jim McGovern. As many of
you know, Congressman McGovern just recently co-sponsored an important early-learning bill in
the House of Representatives. And he has long been a leader on the issues that matter most to
working families here in Attelboro and throughout Massachusetts. As recently as May 7, Jim took
to the floor of the House to urge his colleages to pass comprehensive child care legislation. I want
to thank Congressman McGovern for the enourmous amount of work he has done in Congress,
and I look forward to working with him on childcare and other important issues in the future.

I am so pleased that I could join all of you here at the Hyman Fine Elementary School to
talk about one of the most important issues facing parents and our nation -- how we
care for our children, especially in their earliest and most critical years. All of us here
know how great the challenge is before us.

5 Dramatic changes in the character of America’s workforce has made child care a national
-- and increasingly urgent -- priority. Well over half of all mothers with small children work
outside the home, a number that will surely grow as women leave the welfare rolls for the
workplace. And here in Massachusetts, there are over X number of children in childcare. And as
many parents here know so well, the need for care doesn’t end when children go to school.
Across the country, 5 million school-age children are left unsupervised during those
critical after-school hours. nMove +han

I believe, as I’m sure all of you do, that there is no more important job il@ than
raising a child well. Nothing even comes close. So no parent should ever be aske oose

between being a good parent and a good worker. It’s an impossible choice. We must all make it
our top priority to ensure America’s parents can succeed at both home and work.

Just a few minutes ago, I had the opportunity to visit with some children and families who
are involved with Project Connect and I saw how your community has come together to help
families meet the challenges of child care and early learning] This project is a testament to the
power of parents and communities -- and what they can accomplish together to improve the
quality of life around them. It is also a testament to the power of partnerships between the public
and private sectors. When each of us steps up to the plate -{ whether we are involved in business,
government, or are simply concerned parents -- the results dan be truly outstanding.

(O
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As you know, the President has called on Congress to pass comprehensive Child Care
legislation that would significantly increase the number of children receiving child care subsidies,
give tax cuts to businesses providing child care, and expand child care tax credits to millions of
working families. The legislation he has proposed would also expand funds for more after-school
programs, improve the quality of child care eeuter?aond provide more money to train child care
workers. In essense, this legislation would help peo)ple across the country do what you have been
so successful in doing here in Attelboro.

b

One of the most important pieces of the Pres} ent’s\’ proposal is the Early Learning Fund

which will support community efforts like this oneginvest in home visits and parent educaiton,

focus on training child care prov1ders and encourage \lbnks betv/sI/;.en chilc care providers and
0V Yt wy

health care professionals. (o WWWS Vb Cmldven o) % S

There are very few legislative days left for the 105th Congress. That certainly isn’t much
time to address the critical issue of child care in America. But Congress must make pa¢sing Child
Careegislation one of its top priorities.
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June 1, 1998

[(NAME]]

[[ADDRESS]]
[[ADDRESS]]
[[ADDRESS]]

Dear [[NAME]],

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton@sit Attleboro on Thursday, June 4, and I am
writing to invite you to join us for this special-6ccasion.

Mrs. Clinton will tour the Hyman Fine School to help highlight Project Connect, a
nationally acclaimed model of outstanding collaboration between the public and private sectors of
the early childhood community. She will also be speaking to an audience in the school
auditorium. Project Connect includes child care, parent training, and early learning programs for
the Attleboro community.

Mrs. Clinton has been an extraordinary voice for children and has dedicated much of her
time and remarkable abilities to bringing early childhood issues to the forefront of the national
debate. I share her concerns for this critical issue, and during my time in Congress I have fought
for a more vigorous federal response to early childhood needs. Last April, I introduced The Early
Learning and Opportunity Act, which supports families by investing more in Early Head Start,
expanding the Family and Medical Leave Act, and providing flexible, competitive grants for states
to improve the quality of care for very young children.

Those of us in Central Massachusetts should be proud of Project Connect. Please join me
in showcasing our community for the First Lady and the national spotlight.

As you can imagine, space for this historic visit is limited. Those wishing to attend the
speaking program must be at the Hyman Fine school by 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, June 4,

Please RSVP to my Attleboro office at (508) 431-8025.

Sincerely,

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress
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ATTLEBORO — First lady

Rillary Rodham Clinton will
visit Attiebero June 4 lo high-

Jight some of the cily’s ser-

vices for young children.
Clinton is alteading at the
invitation of US. Rep. James
McGovern, D-Woreestar, who
has aligned himself with Pres-
Ident and Mrs. Clintan on sev-
eral early childhood issues.

A spokesman for McGov-
e, who represents the Altle-
boro area, said Mrs. Clinton
will visit Fine Elemantary
Schoo! during her Altleborg
stay to look at the services of-
fered by Project Connect.

Project Comnect is a grant-
supported agency (hal pro-
vides a number of services for
parenis and pre-school chil-
dren. Initiated by former Su-
perintendent Joseph Rappa, it
offers forums on parental is-
sues, with experts speaking ou
subjects such as discipiine,
nolritton and bow to pick a
day-care center.

SEE CLINTON, PAGE 2
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» CLINTON: First lady to visit school in city

FROM PAQE 1 '
Project Counect operates a
“Parents as Teachers’”’ program,
which gends teachers into the
homes of children age 3 and under
to talk to parents about develop-
mental issues It also has a drop-
in center on Park Street, which
limpluy groups for young chil-

Project Connect deals with
many of the issues Mrs. Clinton
speaks about during her appear-
an  across the country. She has
vigited Parents As Teachers pro-

rams in other parts of the coun-
try.

McGovern said he wanted the

First Lady to come to Attleboro so
he could show off and brag about
the progressive ways the city is
dealing with early childhood is-
sues. He gald Attleboro public
schools have a unique partnership
with day-care providers and par-
ents that should receive national
attention so it can become a
model for other communities.

“{ wanted her to come because
there are some exciting things
gcm on in Attleboro as far as

ild care and child develop-
ment,” he said.

The first lady’s visit also
comes in the midst of McGovern’s
campaign for reelection to the

House. He is being challen by
state Sen. Matthew Amorello, R-
Grafton.

Mrs Clinton is tentatively
scheduled to visit betwean 11 a.m.
and 12:30 p.m. on June 4.

When she leaves Attleboro,
Mrs. Clinton will head to Cam-
bridge to speak at Harvard Med-
ical School.

Mrs. Clinton was on a similar
trip Tuesday, visiting an elemen-
tary school in San Francisco to
talk about proposed pollution
standards in schools and play-
grounds while campaigning for
Democratic Sen. Barbara Boxer
of California.

e T —
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May 8, 1998

Jennifer L. Klein

Special Assistant To The President
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

By fax to: 202.456.2878 ATTENTION: Wendy
Dear Ms. Klein:

This letter is an invitation for Mrs. Clinton to visit the Hyman Fine School in
Attleboro, Massachusetts with Congressman McGovern between 11:00 a.m. and
12:30 p.m. on Thursday, June 4, 1998.

This early childhood education program could include reading a story or a
short activity with preschoolers in the Project Connect Young Children’s
Community Center (YCCC), followed by a session with birth-to-three children, their
parents, and their Parent Educator. Mrs. Clinton and Congressman McGovern
might then address and answer questions from approximately 400 parents, teachers
and other invited guests in the Hyman Fine auditorium.

The Attleboro Public School System’s Project Connect is a unique early
childhood initiative funded through competitive grants from the Massachusetts
Department of Education. '

The mission of Project Connect is to provide high quality, comprehensive,
equitable services and programs to all children (birth through five years and their
families) regardless of special needs, low income, homelessness, limited English
speaking, abuse or neglect. These services include a child care subsidy for working
families and preschool programming.

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAFER MADE Of RECYCLED FIBERS
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Jennifer L. Klein
May 8, 1998
Page 2

Project Connect is a nationally acclaimed model of effective collaboration
between the public and private sectors of the early childhood community. The New
York based Child Care Action Campaign (CCAC) selected Project Connect as an
outstanding model of a "dynamic early childhood/public school partnership.”

Project Connect includes The Family Network and Parents as Teachers
programs. These services are offered free to all Attleboro families with children
from birth to three years. Home visits made by certified parent educators, infant /
toddler play groups and parenting programs are the focus of this initiative.

The Young Children’s Community Center is another aspect of Project
Connect, offering high quality early childhood programming. Once again the family
is the focus. Parent workshops and a lending library of parenting materials are
central to this program.

One highlight of Project Connect’s success? Yvonne was one mother who
attended the parenting classes presented by Project Connect at the homeless shelter.
There Yvonne learned to improve her parenting skills and also discovered that she
had a special skill in working with children. Yvonne attended a local college,
completed her Child Development classes and now works in a Project Connect day
care program. She also benefited from subsidized day care while in school.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this invitation.

ly, z
g Ps

Bernie Robinson
Chief of Staff

cc:  Diane Dewhirst (by fax: 202.456.5340)
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Firstay’s

. McGovern is winding
. ‘/ " " Attleboro {s a key to McGovern's re-elec-

visit to aid
‘McGovern

v irst Lady Hillary Clinton's trip to At-
' tleboro will showcase the city’s ef-
forts to improve education and day
.care for preschool children. .
" But it will be interesting to see if there
is ?lot & political benefit to the event as
‘we

Clinton is conting Thursday at the invi-
- tatlon of U.S, Rep. James McGovern, D-
Worcester, who is about to enter into a re-
olection fight. .
Incumbent legislators are considered
most vulnerable after their first term and
up his freshman tour,

"lon hopes. In fact, McGovern's opponent,
state Sen. Matthew Amorello, calis Attle-
. boro the most important community in the
" * 3rd Congressional District.
.gl A K‘lslt from tvl;iedem lady is bound latl.iy ‘
ve McGovern exposure, espec
- since Hillary Clinton enjoys extremely high
approval ratings in Massachusetts polls.
MeGovern has used big names to boost -
ui8 campaigns in the past. He helped get
President Bill Clinton to visit Fall River
and has brought former presidential candi-
date George McGovern, former White
House top alde George Stephanopoulos and
former U.S. Sen, Bill Bradley to Attleboro.
Amorello said he expects a “parade’ of
Washington types to campaign for McGov-
ern between now and the election.
~ Getting the first lady to visit a relatively
* small city like Attleboro could also give
o M thé image of someone with good
" ;bonnections in Washington,

f-- 77" Amorello has accused McGovern of

lacking clout in Congress.

The visit by Clinton — together with a
recent announcement that McGovern got
his district more the $30 million In special
transportation projects — could help rebut
Amorello’s charge.

- Still, McGovern could have made Clin-

/" “w’s appearance completely political. In-

.ead he choose to hold an event that put
the city in the spotlight.

U.S. Rep. John Tierney, D-Salem, also
got Clinton to came to his district Thursda
night, but he chose to have her host a fumf-'
raiser for his campaign.
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Behind the confrontation ...

. Former mayor Kai Shang sald he con-
fronted McGovern at a city council meet-
ing this week because of concern about
cuts in benefits ffom veterans suffering
from the effects of smoking.

But supporters of McGovern see another
potential reason for Shang rallying veter-
ans against McGovern. They note Shan
was g supporter of the man McGovern de-
feated in the last election, former U.S.
Rep. Peter Blute, and Shang now backs
McGovern’s new opponent, Amorello.

Donnelly to be making news

Democratic gubernatorial candidate -
U.S. Rep. Brian Donnelly has been near!,
invisible on the campaign trail, leaving his
candl%éy for governor far behind other
contenders. o .
" But, Micliael Goldman, Donnelly’s re-
cently hired political consultant, sald Don-
nelly is a hew, aggressive approach -
to the cam| . He promised Donnelly *
will be m news and getting out in
public more. o _

" 'The problem iz that the campaign is
“h into the summer slow season when
voters have their minds on weather and va-
" cations, not politics. '

Donnelly is already far behind his com-
petition, so It will take a Herculean effort
to get back into the race.

Tolman goes the distance

State Sen. Warren Tolman took a unique
approach this week to trying get attention
for his campaign for lieutenant governor.

Tolman, D-Watertown, campaigned for
24 hours straight, formally announcing his
candidacy in 13 cities and towns.

He started In Watertown at 11 p.m.
Wednesday and went around the clock with
appearances at 1:45, 8, 5 and 6 a.m. in

" western Massachusetts before heading
back east for speeches all day and night
before ending up back in Watertown at 11
p.m. .

JIM HAND covers politics for The Sun
Chronicle. His column appears on
Saturdays.
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cation of a speech defect or just a phase?
For the last several years, Connect has

‘helped parents gain access to experts on

these and other child development issues.
So far this year, Connect has sponsored
or collaborated on seminars dealing with
establishing a bedtime routine for toddlers,
how to improve interaction betwéen par--
ents, early literacy, speech and language

.abnormalities, choosing the right preschool

‘and how to deal with “plcky eaters.”

Connect also uses more direct methods '

to helgepo.rents address problems and be-
tter cm-glvers.
A

l.oamlng habits :
' The program’s “Parents as Teachers"

- Initidtive encourages teachers to visit
thomes and form a strong bond with par- . |.-
‘ents. The objective is to encoumge literacy ., i
‘tind good learning habits M
Project Connect also uses grants to get |
up low-cost day care slots tor parents whose |
" household

budi otherwlu be
stretched to the breaking point

Project Connect and other child-cen-
tered programs have created an integrated
network of resources for parents chil-
dren that is the envy of many communities.

Mark 0'Connell, director of the Massa-

chusetts Association of School Committees, |,
. said programs such as Project Connect are

rare in provi strong support systems
of what Project Connect .
does i8 what many school administrators
throughout the commonwealth would like to
do if they could. .

I think that most educators would agree

that the earlier you can get to kids, the bet-

ter off you are” he sald. The problem for -

most is finding enough monsy and space for
new programs,

More with less

Project Connect, however, has made a
habit of doing more with less.

The project started with a budget of
$80,000 10 years ago, and now provides ser-
vices to 526 children using grants totalling

Just over $800,000. Educators from outside

the area have been struck by how much the
agency actually accomplishes.
One ﬁwp from New York State publicly
la ed the project after a visit to Attleboro
st year.

told us they knew of nothing that
worked our program,” said Shea.
. ;rkhm Cu;a:e Action Campaign of New
(v program ‘‘a striking suc-
cess in community coﬁnboratlon.”

Judging by the superiatives lavished on
Project Connect from within and withoutf
the Attleboro community, the first lady
seems likely to be impressed.

RICK FOSTER is a Sun Chronicle News

~ Editor.

lbe? ls' !

RICK FOSTER

hen we were young, mommy and
daddy told us not to cross in front
of cars.

In school, teacher told us that you spell -
“cat” with a c and not a k.

But when we became parents, no one
ever told us how to get Junior to stay in bed
or how to find a good day care.

Addressing that need and getting chil-
dren off to good starts in life is the idea be-
hind Project Connect, the Atﬂebom
gram that has prompted first lady
Clinton to visit this week.

Project Connect, & grant-based program
whose services range from day care subsi-
dles to advising parents on how to recog-
nize speech defects, has been called a
model in the field of early childhaod educa.
tion.

Mrs, Clinton, who has said that it takes a
village to raise a child, ought to be hearing
some of her own words come back at her
next Thursday.

Fllling a vold

Terrianne Shea, a mother of four and co-
chairwoman of the Project Connect advls;:
board, says the program is filling a vo!
grpmntsukeherwhofoelaneedtoin-
teract with experts and other parents on

matters of chud-rearlng

“When you're a mom and you're at home
with the kids, nobody comes to your house
and evaluates how you're doing,” she says.
“You don't have anything to measure your-
self by .




5/3

—

J= R 7

Vi

.

Managers .
Kendall Nye, Operations Manager
Paul Morvissey, Advertising Ma .
Arfeen Mc@ione, Circulation Manager
Mike Kirby, Managing Editor .
Micheile Ds Witt, Business Manager

Guy 8, DeVany, Publisher 1958 — 1983

- lditonal poara '
Bstol, Editor - - |
Mike Kirby, Meneging Editor |
Mark Fianagan, Editorial Page Editor |
Betsy lchnson, Lifestyle Editor

Jane Rioux, Administrative Assistant - |

* Paul A, Rixon, Publjsher+583~1998 1

The Evening Chronicle
Established 1887

The Daily
Estwblished 1889

Sun
Established 1971

McGovern comes

\ through for city

Attleboro welcomes first lady

U.S. Rep. James McGovern,
scored two major coups for Attle-
boro recently. He got some money
for a possible exit ramp to a possi-
ble industrial park and — much
more interestingly he got
Hillary Clinton to schedule a visit
to Hyman Fine Elementary
School.

The $1 million in federal and

' state money is for a study of a

ramp from Interstate 95 to an in-
dustrial park proposed near Route
123.- That project is .

years away from
completion. The
grants are impor-
tant for the city’s

: v
Mrs. Clinton wouldn't
be coming to Attleboro
if not.for Congressman

boro because of Project Connect, a .

multi-faceted program that has
found a variety of ways to help pre-
school children and their parents.

A national child-care organiza-
tion calls Project Connect “‘a strik-
ing success in community collabo-
ration.” Many people share in the
credit for making the program
what it is today.

So-called early childhood issues
are a major concern of the first
lady and she frequently visits pro-
grams such as Al-
tleboro’s. Still, Mrs.

if not for Congress-

i
‘,

Clinton wouldn’t be -
comning to Attleboro

future. man  McGovern,

More relevant McGovern, who shares who shares her in-
for today is the her interest In family  (erest in family is-
first lady’s impend- Issues. sues and was made
ing visit to show- A aware of Project
case the good Connect,

things that are being done to pre-
pare Attleboro children for school.

Where Hillary Clinton goes, the
media follows, and Attleboro will
be in the spotlight for a short while
on Thursday. You can read about
her visit in the newspapers and
probably see her on TV talking
with some Attleboro children. This
is the kind of publicity any city
would be proud to have.

The first lady is coming to Attle-

The first lady's visit was origi-

nally planned for last winter but

was put off as she prepared to at-

tend a conference in Switzerland.

We congratulate U.S. Rep. Mc-
Govern on persuading Mrs. Clinton
to put Attleboro on her spring itin-
erary.

The city welcomes the first lady
and the 16 minutes of fame that -
will result from her visit to Fine |

Elementary School on Thursday.

e EEE—



Walting for _.____n__.<. E

Jennifer Rogers, B, says she likes first lady Hillary - to @ visitor in her class at the Hyman Fine school In

Clinton because “she likes children,” while talking  Attleboro.

B HILLARY: Students curious about first lady _.

der James Pelletler
D a 0

we i the ozone layer will be
1 d, and if could lower
Wov_wss__ _...« a bit, that

He ealso thought, “If they

could hive different peopls in-

speclal things that wouldn't

take as much gas power, that
be good.

In case the first lady is over-
whelmed by this agenda, she can
si-a foutigrade g, Al Pod.
ag a fol 5
belski, said to “Keep d what
she’s doing because [ she's
doing a good job helping people
and visiting people and be
friendly.”

Feot honored

The third- and fourth-graders
overall feel honored to have the
first lady visiting their school.

In general, they would like to
ask her what it's like to live in
the white house and be followed
& -secret service men,
what it's to travel and meet

poople and what's different
about her life now from before
she was [irst lady.

‘The pre-schoolers are golng to
some comments and ques-
of their own for Mrs. Clin-

when she visits them.

Five-year-old Feliela McKin-
ney wants to know if she can

caul

sleep over, and {f so, where she
will aleap? She would also like to
meet Chelsea Clinton, “she's a
big kid””. MeKinney said.

Cole Kleber, 5 '/, thinka “'It's
really exciting” that the first
lady is coming. I drove by it be-
fore with my mom and dad and
grandmother" ha said about the

White House. :

Jermifer Ro §, would lke
to say, "I saw the White House in
a book called ‘Arthur Moets the

President." She'd also like to ask
“Why does she like children so
much?”

Kimberly Grusheskl, 5'/:, has
two questions for the first lady,
"What's her dog's name?” and
“Did she ever ba in a castle?”

Members of Project Connect’s
Family Network Center based at
Park Street will also be at
Hyman Fine Thursday to show
the first lady how parents and
children aged birth to 3, interact
based on guidance from the pro-
gram'’s parent educators.

"“We're thrilled and honored
that Congressman McGovern has
invited her to see our program
and we appreciate her dedication
to young children and childeare
issues,’ Project Connect Director
Lynn Schwelnshaut said of Clin-
ton’'s visit.

Schweinshaut explained,
“Project Conneet is a collabora-
tion between public schools, the

private early childhood commu-.
nity and members of the
community that are interested in
the welfare of young children.
“Qur goal is to provide high
quality comprehensive programs
and sorvices for young children
and their farnilies, regardless of
income and other risk factors so
that all children can have posi-
tive pre-school experiances.”’ .
U.S. Rep. James MecGovern,
D-Worcester, and Superintendent
Ted Thibodeau will also be pre-
sent for the first lady’s visit
Thursday, along with Hyman
Fine Prineipal Fishbeck
and Family Network Program
Coordinator Cynthia Schoch. .
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Kids will ask Hillary the darne

City students thrilled about first lady's visit .,

dest gs -

bring guns -
I've been hear-

vews,” said third-grad-
er Connor Bradbury.

it on the
SEE HILLARY, PAGE 2 »
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thing about that in the U.S.,
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lence from the third- and fourth-graders
could work on

at Hyman Fine School's Project Connect..

lady Hillary

Iso benefit from
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visits one of the nation's

childhood partnerships
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