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eorge Stephanopoulos _
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Washington, DC | q X k—

Dear George: | ‘ m ?

I enjoyed meeting you at the Voters For Choice reception Friday evening and having the
opportunity to discuss H.R. 1833. I am faxing a copy of the ad which will appear in tomorrow’s-
Washington Post from twenty-one pro-choice groups thanking President Clinton for his

. commitment to veto this dangerous legislation.

January 22, 1996

I agree that positive media on the issue is important. That is why the National Abortion
Federation has offered to surround President Clinton with the women and their families for whom
this procedure was critical. In our months of lobbying and dealing with the press on the issue it is
clear that the women’s stories are our most persuasive message about why H.R. 1833 should not
become law. I am therefore also faxing, for your information, part of a brochure with their
statements.

The anti-choice community will not let the veto go unnoticed or uncriticized. That is why it is so

- important that the White House be able to frame the message that President Clinton is vetoing the
legislation to protect women’s health and American families. If you think that having the women
and their families present at the veto will help convey the positive message that you desire, please
Jet me know and I will be happy to arrange to have them in Washington.

I look forward 1o hearing from you. If there is anything else we can do to be of assistance, please
do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

i, @O//L_
Vick: Saporta
Executive Director

cc: Alexis Herman

Exacutive Director: Vicki A Soporto  Predident: Lynne lor-daﬂ PrusidontElect: Joon S, Coombs
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A1 32 wesks into her mudwantied pregnancy, Vikki Stello learned that her fetus had nine severe
ebnormaffties — induding o fuidfilled Ganium with no broin tissue a1 . Vikki, o mother of twe, and .
her bushond consufted o sevies of spedalists, who offeted no hope. For Vikki, o dicbetic, the safet ™~ -

On Morch 24, 1995, Coreen Costello was sevén months into her third pregnancy when umasound
tevealed her fets hod 0 severe ond faral neurologica! disorder,  The fenus hod been uncble 10 move
for two monttis. The head was swollen with fluid and the body wes stf. & corservative Republican,

Coreen particpated in “Walks for Lfe” and procedure o protect her heatth and preserve her fertiy -
never thought she’d be fuced with such o wes an obortion. Today, Vikki & ogain pregnant. She
decision. The Costellos decided, with their was outraged when the doctor whe soved her “Ie,
doctor, that on obortion wos the safest option hmhhmﬂmmw,'ﬁndmuwnmpmes?‘eﬂ

for Coreen’s health and huture fertiity. The keeps on het refrigerator, called ond fold her the
procedure Coreen needed would be banned dure that saved her e was in donger of being

by this bi. *[1)'ve been told mothers like me of want perfect

“Ve are the fumities who fove and want our
babies. We ore the famifies who will forever
have o hole in our hearts...If desply soddens
me that you (Senators) ate making a decision
having never wolked in our shoes,”

—{oregn Costell
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Richard ond Cloudia Ades were devastated. Their first hild, due in Three monhs, was diagnesed wir a
fata! chwomosomal disordar, whidh, among other problems, coused extensive brain domage and seriots
heart complications. The fetus wos ako severely deformed ond given no chance of lving. The Ades
decided for the soke of ther family and futute ildren to end the pregneney. The procedure Claudia
needed would be banned by this bill.

~Although [ never imagined 1'd have Yo make o decision fike this, | con honestly fell you thet for
many feasons we feel very blessed. First, we were oble to find out when we did. Second, ther
we had occess 1o the finest
medical care in the word. Third,
wa live in a ploce where our
right to make that choice has
not besn compromised...yet.”

— [laudia Ades

Lost foll, Tomemy Wans ond het husband were elated by the news of her pregnaney. But after
@ routine ulnasound in the seventh month, the Wans leomed thair ferus was suffering fiom o
devustuting chromosomal disorder and would not live, Knawing the fetus wos going to die, the
Warts mods the most difficult decision of their lives ond had an abortion. The procedure Tommy
needed would be banned by this bif.

“Until you've walked a mile in my shoes don’t pretend to know what this is like for me.
Everybody has got o reasen for what
they have to do. Nobody should bg
forced inro having to make the wrong
dedsion. Thot's whor would heppen if
this legislation is possed.”

— ammy Wals

bobies. . . [My son} wasn’t imperfec—he was

incompatible with ifa. The only thing keeping him

dlivo was my body. He could never hove svived

outside my womb... We hope the Sercte will isten
- 1o the voices of families and reject S, 939. |

—Vikki Stell

Eighteen months ago, Viki Wilson, o nurse, and her physician—husband Bill were expecting
their hird hild. Eorly rests showed the pragnancy to be normal. But, in the eighth month,
ultrasound showed the fetus had a faral condition — two-thirds of the brain hod formed
ourside the skull. Casrying the pregnancy o term would imperil Viki's life ond health, In
consultution with their doctor, Viki ond Bill mode the heartbreoking decision to have an ehortion.
The procedute Viki needed would be banned by this bill

“I smongly believe that this decision should be lefr within the intimacy of the fomily unit. We
ore the ones who have 1o
live with our decision.”

—VkiWilson R

Frico Fox was 22 weeks pregnant on October, 19, 1995, when dodtors discovered her fehs hod
stopped growing, hewd suffered severe heart damage ond was going to die in tersble pain. i
ond het husband took their doctor's advice ond decided on aborion would be the option that w
best protedt Erica’s ability 1o hove children in the future.

“Did | just decids in my fifth month that | was tired of being pregnant? No! No! No! ...
{This was) the most roumaric incident of my life...So, imogine my hotror, when during my
recuporation, | urn on CSPAN and see
the House of Representotives vote fo
make this very same procedute legol.”

— Hriea Fox
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"I'm a Republican who always
believed that abortion was wrong.
Then | had one."

— Coreen Costello. New York Times, 11/29/95
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Mr. President, for
your commitment
to veto H.R. 1833

to protect women's
| health and the
freedom to choose.

DTQL P.a4
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20503

June 27, 199§

THE DIRECTOR

Honorable Jim Lightfoot

Chairman

Subcommittee on Treasury, Postal Service
and General Government

Committee on Appropriations

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Lightfoot:

I understand that your Subcommittee is considering including
in the 1996 Treasury, Postal Service and General Government
Appropriations Act a provision that would prohibit health plans
that participate in the Federal Employees’ Health Benefits
Program (FEHBP) from providing coverage for abortions.

From the inception of FEHBP in 1959, the Office of Personnel
Management has opposed statutory restrictions with respect to
benefits coverage, on the grounds that the health care needs of
Federal employees and their families can best be addressed
through negotiations between OPM and the many health insurance
carriers and plans that participate in FEHBP.

Currently, as you know, the decision to cover abortion is
left up to each health plan participating in the FEHBP. At this
time, approximately 178 of the 345 FEHBP plans have chosen to
cover abortion, with some others covering it in certain
circumstances. Federal employees who wish to purchase health
coverage that does not include abortion services have that
choice.

The Administration believes that employees should continue
to have both options. Therefore, we oppose an amendment that
would prohibit FEHBP health plans from covering abortion
services. While the President believes that abortion should be
safe, legal and rare, we do not believe that Federal employees
and their dependents should be restricted from choosing to spend

- their premium dollars on a health plan that includes coverage for
abortion services.

Sincerely,

Q. M. Rl

Alice M. Rivlin
Director

Identical letter sent to the Honorable Steny Hoyer
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June 23, 1994

The Honorable Thomas S. Foley
Speaker

U.S. House of Representatives
H-204, The Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker:

This is to respectfully advise you that we all agree that the Nation’s health care
system needs to be reformed. However, we are unable to support any reform
legislation that does not explicitly exclude elective abortion from the scope of any
government-defined, government-mandated, or government-funded health benefits
package.

As you are aware, President Clinton’s original Heaith Security Act, and its more
recent modifications, would establish a "comprehensive benefits package”. As the
Administration has acknowledged, elective abortion would be covered under the
general language describing the benefits package. This means that the bill mandates
that all health plans must include abortion facilities and pay for all abortions, and
that all working Americans and their employers must pay for unrestricted abortions
through their health care premiums.

In addition, the bill extends the federally defined benefits to persons now covered
by Medicaid, and to other lower-income groups,using tax funds. If abortion is
included in the federal package, this would have the effect of nullifying the Hyde
Amendment and the laws of three-fourths of the states that generally prohibit tax-
funded abortion.

There are also alternative legislative proposals under which a national commission
would decide on the details of a federal benefits package. That system, too, would
certainly result in universal, mandatory abortion coverage, because the courts have
construed federal laws that provide for general health services (e.g., Medicaid) to
cover abortion on request, except where Congress has explicitly excluded abortion.

T+4-§ STATIONEAY PR NTED CMN PAPES A'ADE I7 SICYTLED F-2ERS



! I~ cmrpae—a I ER——————S
.. 08-30/91 16:43 202 225 2956 CONG. "VOLKMER @oo3

Honorable Thomas S. Foley
Page 2

Therefore, we recognize that it is absoiutely necessary for any health care
legislation to explicitly exclude abortion from the scope of any benefits package
defined by any entity of government.

Any health reform bill must also contain language to prevent it from nullifying the
types of state abortion limitations that the Supreme Court has ruled are permitted
under the Constitution -- for example; parental consent laws, waiting periods,
certain limitations on third-trimester abortions, and prohibitions on abortions by
non-physicians. The President’s bill, and some of the alternative bills as well,
contain multiple provisions that would invalidate such state abortion limitations.

It is our hope that these amendments will be adopted prior to or during floor action
on the bill. We will be unable to support any healith care bill that does not contain
them.

If you would find it constructive to have a meeting on this issue we would be more
than willing to meet with you at your convenience. Thank you in advance for your
consideration of this very important issue.

Sincerely,

dL. ohy P. Murtha o
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William O. Lipinski
Member of Congress
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Abortion
AB 100
Approved 5/4/94

Thank you for writing about health care reform. In your
letter you expressed concern about the coverage of abortion under
the President’s health care reform proposal. This is an issue
which the Administration considered carefully while formulating
the proposal.

President Clinton believes that the constitutional right to
privacy protects the right of a woman to make the difficult
decision to have an abortion. One of the central goals of health
care reform is to protect the benefits people already have, and
most private plans already cover the full range of reproductive
gervices. Abortion, as other procedures, will be covered when a
doctor determines it is medically necessary or appropriate. A
conscience clause ensures that doctors and health institutions -
such as religious hospitals - will not be required to provide
abortion services against their religious or moral beliefs.

The President’s plan provides funding for all state-run
comprehensive school health education programs for students in
high-risk schools from Kindergarten through grade 12. One of the
objectives of these programs is to prevent sexual behaviors
resulting in unintended pregnancies.

The citizens of this nation now have an historic opportunity
to change our health care system and I hope you will work with
the President to make health security a reality for all
Americans.
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o Fouse of Representatives
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, August 12. 1994
" "A'SMOKE SCREEN - NOT A COMPROMISE

. Dedr Colleagué: . - . -

; Thm m @ ff'lurry_:{of Dews mﬁons yesterday on an alleged compromise with n-. ard to abomonmhnlth i
‘¢aYe reform legislation. - These.accounts related that “lawmakers vsho ‘support nb'onion_ri'gh%s.. :said they have :
sompromise. ”.. Our. colleague, ‘Mrs, Schroeder, commented, "I think xt'um-ndexﬁxl._qompi'omlse;f' L

‘m % litt)¢ skeptical, but this supposed "compromise* s being promoted by Memibers Who
ithe 251 rters of publicly fusded abortion on demand and themgmhge'st -éppycvmnm of any
“Jestrictions.on. on::-Members who are cosponsors of the “Freedom of Choice Act,” which would w,l;:{gt
:gtate. parestal conseny, infarmed consent, waiting pertods and other reasonsble laws, includinig laws limitingy
rimester abortions; Members who voted to repeal the Hyde Amendment.. Yet these same Meémbera age now!
" fotward 'ty say that they are willing to cod(fy the Hyde Amendment. This makes, me yery skeptical.

.. . :Ffom o informatién T have beea'able to glean about-this so-called:"ccmpromise,” I believe. it
;o tahus qu §0d'it is 1ot 8 ébbstantive concession,, " 1. . oo bwreg s T

2% Under.the Clinton-Gephardt bill, the new Medicare Part C trust fund wounld
*Xreason; at any time. - The "compromise® pro
! publiely lubddlzed abq(t!lgy 10 get ‘thém. -

_ t fund wou _""fiirlbgﬂénl'..
 alfo would allow all low:income wonén who

-+ Curtesly tie Hyde Amendimbr, togéther with the lowy i olicies of 36 sttes, prevent taxpayer furyis}
for most abortions. Under thé so-called compromise, ft 2nd siate tax dollars would go ‘info Medi
rt C dnd otber sibsidy programs, which will pay for abortions ‘without limitation. - The- so-calfed separa

fum:re bookkeepmg trick.
The ",'Iella'nipl'l'omi;e“f 2 posal would still force
w+C) - which pay, _ror:ag:ubn on demand..

emplovers to contribute to plans (in luding Medic .

o I d.to say. 1ot pay for abortions, when the bjll would-fo ett
throughout the- Uhited Stites to' contribute to Medicire Pant .E,- which will pay for aboitichs on Ar-for thie'ove
40%’of the population réceiving subsidized health care. These federally mandated premium payments'to Madjcire
nce are federal taxes on employers. - isii

The Clinton-Gephardt bill, with the alleged "comproriise,” turrs on its head Grrent policy with ek
privaté insuranice coverage for abortion. o - S T

insuranice policies, individuals and empioyers ray select plaris ‘that cover abartion, but it J& 3
"guaririteed benefit.”. This phony compromise would ensgrlnc_.abprtipn 85'a basic tmkf ;

e INQE
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d walll 14

] 94 CBS News/New Y. poll; only 16% of surveyed Americans favo
‘ : m In | .) To-maintain the status quo and yleld 1o the wishes of mo#t Aniteti¢

- the bill.should exclude abortion from the basic benefits pacluﬁ. but permit individuals to buy abortion; ltis

t ey want'it; Wit their’own money. That is what the Hall- yde—la;uuﬁ.mcndm‘ent would do. -

1-‘1*;@“@@*@?5&,&;« bill, with this pbony “compramise,”. would still require (and Kel'F;

.. creation of hundreds of new abor clinics throughout the states to assure ready 1 to.

in the guaranteed b it package, including abo:l?pn ' R a

'P;reu aei:oyn_ts say.that-the "compromise” w 3 “leave In'place all existing state shartlon vestrict!




PSS ——
h

af clooe a8 possidle 1o the status quo.

B were.a g ne prote | it only apply to "existing" laws andregulaﬁénk‘(wa-ll W 2
uatu lIl:e able to [ euudtnuomlly pemlsgbal: limkations abor 1 ' b
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o i VOTE FOR TH'E HALL-HYDE-KAPTUR AMENDMENT

" For fuxther informanon Or documematlon, contact _
Nanonal Rxghtto foe Commlttee (202) 626-8800 ext. 120 or (301) 502 1170:;. A




Dear Archbishop Keeler, Cardinal Mahony and Bishop Ricard:

Thank you for your thoughtful letter about health care
reform. I am grateful for the tremendous contribution the
Catholic Bishops of the United States have made to the debate on
health care reform. You have been tireless in your support for
universal coverage, just as Catholic health care institutions
have been tireless in their dedication to providing high quality
health services to even the most disadvantaged in this country.

Despite the efforts of well-financed special interests, we
have waged an unprecedented battle for health care reforn.
Because of the will of the American people, the courage of some
members of Congress, and the support of organizations like the
United States Catholic Conference, we have come further than at
any time in our nation’s history toward real health care reform.
Senator Mitchell has announced that the Senate will not be able
to pass health care legislation this session. Like you, however,
I am committed to continuing to fight next year to guarantee
health security to every American.

I am also aware of your serious concerns about coverage for
abortion services. I believe that abortion should be safe, legal
and rare. That is why this Administration is doing everything we
can to reduce the number of unintended pregnancies. I do
believe, however, that pregnancy-related services should be
covered when a doctor determines that they are medically
necessary or appropriate. I also continue to support a
"conscience clause" that would ensure that physicians and
institutions -- such as religious hospitals -- would not be
required to provide any services against their moral or religious
objection.

Thank you again for writing and for your ongoing commitment
to meaningful health care reform. I look forward to continuing
to work with you to guarantee affordable, private health
insurance to all American families.

Sincerely,
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Thank you for sharing with me your views regarding abortion.
I know this subject is of grave concern to you and it is very
important to President Clinton and me as well.

A decision regarding abortion is among the most private and
painful decisions any woman may face in her lifetime. President
Clinton and I believe that each woman should be allowed to make
this intensely personal decision without government interference.
We also believe strongly that personal privacy is a fundamental
right guaranteed by our nation's constitution.

While the President and I are pro-choice, we are not pro-
abortion. We believe that abortion should be legal, safe and
rare. If our country is to resolve this issue, we must educate
men and women so that the number of unwanted pregnancies can be
reduced significantly. We must also provide every woman with
information regarding physical and mental health issues to enable
her to make informed choices for herself and her family.

I realize that you may not agree with President Clinton and
me on these issues, but I hope you will give careful
consideration to our views. Please be assured that we have
listened to yours.
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Thank you for writing to support the President's position on
the issue of a woman's right to choose. I know this issue is
very important to you and it is important to President Clinton
and me as well.

A decision regarding abortion is among the most private and
painful decisions any woman may face in her lifetime. President
Clinton and I believe that each woman should be allowed to make
this intensely personal decision without government interference.
We also believe strongly that personal privacy is a fundamental
right guaranteed by our nation's constitution.

While the President and I are pro-choice, we are not pro-
abortion. We believe that abortion should be legal, safe and
rare. If our country is to resolve this issue, we must educate
men and women so that the number of unwanted pregnancies can be
reduced significantly. We must also provide every woman with
information regarding physical and mental health issues to enable
her to make informed choices for herself and her family.

Thank you again for your views and for your support.
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Thank you for your letter regarding a woman's right to
choose.

I believe that personal privacy is a fundamental liberty
protected by our Bill of Rights. The right to privacy includes
the right to make difficult and intensely personal decisions
regarding abortion, without governmental interference. I do not
believe in the "gag rule" preventing women from discussing
abortion with health professionals. In practice, this was
directed almost entirely toward low-income Americans who utilize
federally funded clinics, effectively denying access to
information solely on the basis of income.

I am pro-choice, but I believe that we must reduce the need
for abortion. By providing better family planning services and
improved education programs and by funding the development of
safe, effective contraception, we can reduce the demand for
abortions. In addition, I believe adoption should be encouraged,
and abstinence and sex education should be taught. I do not
believe in criminalizing the conduct of women and their doctors
in the areas protected by Roe v. Wade.

I am grateful for your support and encouragement.
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Thank you for your letter concerning a woman's right to
choose. I've been touched by the many letters I've received
from people who care deeply about the future of our country but
who are troubled by my position on this issue.

I believe that personal privacy is a fundamental liberty
protected by our Bill of Rights. I believe the right to privacy
includes the right to make difficult and intensely personal
decisions regarding abortion.

While I am firmly pro-choice, I am not pro-abortion.
Indeed, I believe we must do more to reduce the number of
abortions and unwanted pregnancies, and I am working on that.

Though we may differ on this issue, I hope that our common
concerns for the future of America will unite us. I appreciate
your sincerity and your candor.



Dear :

Thank you for contacting my office regarding the coverage of
abortion under the Administration’s health care reform proposal.
I appreciate hearing your thoughts on this important issue.

Most private insurance plans cover a full range of
reproductive services, including abortion. The Administration’s
proposal preserves the benefits currently available to most
American women. Reproductive services, as other procedures, will
be covered when a doctor determines that they are medically
necessary or appropriate. A conscience clause ensures that
individual doctors and health care institutions -- such as
hospitals operated by religious organizations -- may choose not
to perform any service for moral or religious reasons.

The Administration’s proposal also includes services and
programs designed to make abortion as rare as possible. For
example, the plan provides voluntary family planning services and
creates a comprehensive school health education program to
increase awareness and to avoid teen pregnancy.

The citizens of this nation now have an historic opportunity
to change our health care system. I hope you will work with us
to make health security a reality for all Americans.
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Date: 7/6/94

From: JIM DORSKIND ) \)

ACTING DIRE R'G? CORRESPONDENCE AND PRESIDENTIAL
MESSAGES

To: MARJORIE TARMEY FOR IRA MAGAZINER
OFFICE OF DOMESTIC POLICY

cec: HAROLD ICKES
PHIL LADER
GREG LAWLER
BUDDY MENN
ROGER GOTNRTATT

A3 we discussed today, I have learned that the Vice President's
Correspondence Department is sending out the attached form letter
on the coverage of reproductive services (including abortion) in
the President's health care reform proposal. currently, as you
know, despite our repeated efforts, Presidential Correspondence
has nat. barn ahle to obtain nlearance from health care policy
offices Lo respond Lo the many pending letters on this important,
if controversial, issue.

I have also attached our proposed revision of the Vice
President's letter. Please inform me if this text is acceptable
for the President's signature or if we should send out a more
general acknowledgement. Either way, I believe the President's
and the Vice President's message should be consistent and that
this needs immediate attention.

Thank you for your assistance.
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Thank you for contacting my office regarding the coverage of
abortion in the Administration's Health Security Plan. 1

appreciate hearing your thoughts on this important issue.

Most private insurance plans cover a full range of

reproductive services, including abortion. The Administration's
proposal preserves the benefics currently available to most

American women. Reproductive services, as other procedures, will .
be covered when a docter determines that they are medically Tad
o necessary or appropriate. A conscience clause ensures that

individual doctors and health care#<such 3s hospitals operated by

religious organizations-~may choose not to perferm any service
for moral or religious reasons.

The Administration's proposal also includes Bervices and
programs designed to make abortion as rare asg possible, For
example, the plan provides voluntary family Planning services and
creates a comprehensive achool health education program to
increase avareness and to avoid teen pregnancy.

Again, thank you for letting me hear from you.
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Thank you for writing with your concerns about the coverage of
abortion in my Administration's health care reform proposal. We
carefully considered this issue while formulati
and I appreciate hearing your /
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Most private insurance plans cover a full ra
services, including abortion. My Administration's proposal
preserves the benefits currently available to most American
women. Reproductive services, as other procedures, will be
covered when a doctor determines that they are medically
necessary or appropriate. A conscience clause ensures that
individual doctors and health care providers -- such as hospitals
operated by religious organizations -- may choose not to perform
any service for moral or religious reasons.

Our propesal also includes services and programs designed to make
abortion as rare as possible. For example, the plan provides
voluntary family planning services and creates a comprehensive
school health education program to increase awareness and to
avoid teen pregnancy. [(bwd melude o Sintenie about #een nietgnaay
Prgrams 10 weifarg, “Cfee mc%
Our nation now has an historic opportunity to ange our health
care system to make it work for all of us. I hope you wWill work
with me to make health security a reality for all Americans.
Again, thank you for sharing your views on this important
subject.



