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January 22, 1996 

George Stephanopoulos 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Dear George: 

I enjoyed meeting you at the Voters For Choice reception Friday evening and having the 
opportunity to discuss H.R. 1833. I am faxing a copy of the ad which will appear in tomorrow's 
Washington Post from twenty-one pro-choice groups thanking President Clinton for his 
commitment to veto this dangerous legislation. 

I agree that positive media on the issue is important. That is why the National Abortion 
Federation has offered to surround President Clinton with the women and their families for whom 
this procedure was critical. In our months of lobbying and dealing with the press on the issue it is 
clear that the women's stories are our most persuasive message about why H.R. 1833 should not 
become law. I am therefore also faxing, for your information, part of a brochure with their 
statements. 

The anti-choice community will not let the veto go unnoticed or uncriticized. That is why it is so 
important that the White House be able to frame the message that President Clinton is vetoing the 
legislation to protect women's health and American families. If you think that having the women 
and their families present at the veto will help convey the positive message that you desire, please 
let me know and I will be happy to arrange to have them in Washington 

I look forward to hearing from you. If there is anything else we can do to be of assistance, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Vicki Saporta " 
Executive Director 

cc: Alexis Herman 

EuaMne DifaAen VkLi V Sop?*) PrMidonf. lyno« Conddl Prtwicnr-Elacr: Joan S. Coombs 

Beard Member*: Caidwine AJbho, J.D. « « W Alkins, P.A. Brty Aub(«y. li.N. W o A w i i n Curi> Boyd. M.D MorJjtir, tuclKom Mario Conillo Brucf Fwguion. MX). Grole Jofle, fh.O. Hwben C Jonoi. Jr.. M.D. 
taumm Paul. M.D. Ashl«r Philips SuzeniM T. Poppemo, M.D. GaryT. Prolwiltc. M.D. J»(i Josmuistn M o * r WiWw, J.D. Anno WJton. M.S. Plonned Parenlhood Lieiien: Jul* HoDflrdin. C.N.M., N.P. ( 

A M M q r a e w J : Jam tmshoof. f iq. Terry W M CbmaHakerwnteyiPtiJ). Wdad S. (WI IM. HO.. DJMlSc «a<W B»nsw Gold David A, Grinvss. M.D. Wortv M. H«rn. M.D.. Ph.D.. M?,H, Kay« Mdamh. I.N. William F. Pwmoi. M.O. 

1 4 3 6 U S t r e e t , N W S u i t e 1 0 3 W a i h i n g t a n . O C 2 0 0 0 9 T e l e p h o n e : 2 0 2 . 6 6 7 . S 8 S 1 f a x : 2 0 2 . 6 6 7 . 5 8 9 0 



JflN-23-1996 19=55 P.03/04 

On Math 24, 199S, Coreen CostsBo was seven monihs inlD her ihiid prsgnoncy whm ifeosound 
tnealed het fetus W 0 seveie ond fsnl neutologitol disonlei. Ihe fens hod been unable 10 move 
fw two montk The head wcs swollen with fluid and Ihe body was stiff. A conservotive Republkan, 

Cofeen pcmcipflied in "Wolks for Ufe' and 
never ihoughr she'd be fated with such 0 
decision. The CosfeDos decided, wSh ihek 
dociw, lhat on abortion was the safest oplion 
for Coreen's heolrh and future fertility. The 
procedure Coreen needed would be banned 
by this bill. 

'We are the families who bve and want our 
babies. We ore the families who will forever 
hove 0 hole in our hwrK.Jt deeply saddens 
me lhat you [Senators] ore making a decision 
having never walked in our shoes,' 

-taeentallo 

Ai 32 weeks into her mudtwned pregnancy, Vikki Stella leomed that her fetus had nine severe 
obnormotes—indudinfl a flubtiM Oflrtum wih no brain faue at al Vikli, a motter of two. and 
her husbond axsuhed a series of speaafeis, who offered no hope. For Vikki, a diabetic, ihe safest 

procedure to protect her health and preserve her ferity 
was on abortion. Tbdoy, Vtki is again pregnonf. She 
was outraged when the doaw who saved her Hi, 
heohh and soraty," the doctor xhose plflure she sd 
keeps on her refrigerotot, colled and told her the 
dure that saved her tfe was in danger of being 

*[l)'ve been told motheis tke me oB want perfect 
babies... [My son) wasn't imperfect-he was 
incompatible with life. The only thing beping him 
alw was my body. He cmid never have survived 
outside my womb... We hope the Senate wH Sslefl 
to the voices of families and reject S. 939 * 

-Mella 

fcdiard and Claudia Ades were devosffifid. Their fiff child, due in Three monihs, was diagnosed wiih a 
fatal chromosomal d'Eordsr, whidi. among oiher problems, caused errensive brain damage and seriois 
heart complications. The fetus wns also severely deformed ond g'wen no chance of iMng. The Ades 
decided for the soke of iheir family and future children » end the pregncncy. The procedure Claudia 
needed would be banned by this bill. 

'Although I never imagined I'd hove to moke a decision like this, I con honestly tell you that for 
many reasons we feel very blessed, first, we were able to find out when we did. Second, that 

we had access ro the finest 
medical car* in the world. Third, 
we live in a place where our 
right to make lhar choice has 
rot been compromisecLyef.* 

Eighteen monihs ago, Viki Wilson, a nurse, ond her physician-husband Bill were expecting 
iheir ihird child. Early tests showed the pregnancy to be notmol. But. in the eighih month, 
ulhasound showed ihe fetus had a fatal condition — two-thirds of ihe brain hod formed 
outside the skull Coirying the pregnancy to term would imperil Viki's life and health. In 
consultation with their doctix, Viki ond Bill mode the heartbreoking decision to have on obortion. 
The procedure Viki needed would be banned by this bill. 

' I strongly believe that this decision should be left within the intimacy of the fomily unit. We 
ore the ones who have to 
live with our decision." 

mm - t i !W 

mm 

last fall. Tommy Walts ond her husbond were elated by the news of hei pregnancy. But after 
0 routine ulttasound in ihe seventh month, the Waits learned their fews was suffering from a 
devastating chromosomal disorder and would not live. Knowing ihe fetus wos going to die, the 
Wolts mode the most difficult decision of their lives ond had an aborton. The procedure Tommy 
needed would be banned by this biB. 

'llnhl you've walked a mile in my shoes don't pretend to know what ihis is like for me. 
Everybody has got 0 reason for whot 
they hove to do. Nobody should be 
forced into hoving to make the wrong 
dedson. That's whor would happen if 
this legislation is passed.' 

i 

Erica foi was 22 weeks pregnant on October, 19,1995, when doctois discovered her f<Jus had 
stopped growing, had suffered severe heart damage ond wos go'mg to die in terrible pain. Eiiao 
and h« hifiband took iheir doctor's odvice ond dea'ded on obonion would be the option thot« 
bast protect Erica's ability to have children in the future. 

'Did I just decide in my fifth monih that I was tired of being pregnant? Ho! No! No!... 
[This was) ihe most troumaiic incident of my life...So, imagine my horror, when during my 

recuperorion, I turn on C-SPAN ond see 
Ihe House of Represenntives vote to 
make this very some procedure illegal.' 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINCTON. D.C. 20503 

THE DIRECTOR June 27, 1995 

Honorable Jim Lightfoot 
Chairman 
subcommittee on Treasury, Postal Service 
and General Government 

Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Lightfoot: 

1 understand that your Subcommittee i s considering including 
in the 1996 Treasury, Postal Service and General Government 
Appropriations Act a provision that would prohibit health plans 
that participate in the Federal Employees' Health Benefits 
Program (FEHBP) from providing coverage for abortions. 

From the inception of FEHBP in 1959, the Office of Personnel 
Management has opposed statutory restrictions with respect to 
benefits coverage, on the grounds that the health care needs of 
Federal employees and their families can best be addressed 
through negotiations between 0PM and the many health insurance 
carriers and plans that participate in FEHBP. 

Currently, as you know, the decision to cover abortion i s 
l e f t up to each health plan participating in the FEHBP. At this 
time, approximately 178 of the 345 FEHBP plans have chosen to 
cover abortion, with some others covering i t in certain 
circumstances. Federal employees who wish to purchase health 
coverage that does not include abortion services have that 
choice. 

The Administration believes that employees should continue 
to have both options. Therefore, we oppose an amendment that 
would prohibit FEHBP health plans from covering abortion 
services. While the President believes that abortion should be 
safe, legal and rare, we do not believe that Federal employees 
and their dependents should be restricted from choosing to spend 
their premium dollars on a health plan that includes coverage for 
abortion services. 

Sincerely, 

Alice M. Rivlin 
Director 

Identical letter sent to the Honorable Steny Hoyer 
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June 23, 1994 

The Honorable Thomas S. Foley 
Speaker 
U.S. House of Representatives 
H-204, The Capitol 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

This is to respectfully advise you that we all agree that the Nation's health care 
system needs to be reformed. However, we are unable to support any reform 
legislation that does not explicitly exclude elective abortion from the scope of any 
government-defined, government-mandated, or govemment-fiinded health benefits 
package. 

As you are aware, President Clinton's original Health Security Act, and its more 
recent modifications, would establish a "comprehensive benefits package". As the 
Administration has acknowledged, elective abonion would be covered under the 
general language describing the benefits package. This means that the bill mandates 
that all health plans must include abortion facilities and pay for all abortions, and 
that ail working Americans and their employers must pay for unrestricted abortions 
through their health care premiums. 

In addition, the bill extends the federally defined benefits to persons now covered 
by Medicaid, and to other lower-income groups,using tax funds. If abortion is 
included in the federal package, this would have the effect of nullifying the Hyde 
Amendment and the laws of three-founhs of the states that generally prohibit tax-
funded abortion. 

There are also alternative legislative proposals under which a national commission 
would decide on the details of a federal benefits package. That system, too, would 
certainly result in universal, mandatory abortion coverage, because the courts have 
construed federal laws that provide for general health services (e.g., Medicaid) to 
cover abortion on request, except where Congress has explicitly excluded abortion. 

" H S S - A r O N S O v PC M C O ON P A P S " V A O E ; r — C V a E ? C-.'EP.S 
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Honorable Thomas S. Foley 
Page 2 

Therefore, we recognize that it is absolutely necessary for any health care 
legislation to explicitly exclude abortion from the scope of any benefits package 
defined by any entity of government. 

Any health reform bill must also contain language to prevent it from nullifying the 
types of state abortion limitations that the Supreme Court has ruled are permitted 
under the Constitution -- for example; parental consent laws, waiting periods, 
certain limitations on third-trimester abortions, and prohibitions on abortions by 
non-physicians. The President's bill, and some of the alternative bills as well,' 
contain multiple provisions that would invalidate such state abortion limitations. 

It is our hope that these amendments will be adopted prior to or during floor action 
on the bill. We will be unable to support any health care bill that does not contain 
them. 

If you would find it constructive to have a meeting on this issue we would be more 
than willing to meet with you at your convenience. Thank you in advance for your 
consideration of this very important issue. 

Sincerely, 

Bill^ippalius 
Member * ~ ' 

Ralp 
Me ' 

Ipftt^Hall f ) / 
rfber MGondess £ / r 

Rob/rr A. Bo 
Mextfbetjrf C 

laid 

of (̂ OTfjjress 

amis A. Barcia 

[oh^ P. Murtha 

Bart Stupak 
" iber of/Con 

William O. Lipinski 
Member of ConsreFs 
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The Honorable Thomas S. Foley 
Page 3 

Earl.^Ilitto w 

Memb.er of Cdngress 

/ 
Ge^eJHylor 

6)f C 

Solomon P. 

cafe Charles W. Stenholm 

Greg ^ugtilin 
r^twnber ofvConoress 

Austin Ĵ &furphy 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congr ŝ 

Hayes 
of Congress 

W.J'.CBHly) Tauzin 
Member ofCpngress 

Marcy /̂aptur 
Mgmber of Congress 

Romano L. Mazzoli 
ibar of Cengi 

Glenn Poshard 
feiiber of̂ Congress. 

^ Alan B. Mollphan . 1 
\fember of vCbng]ress ^ / 

Mike Parker 
Member of Congress 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
HEALTH CARE REFORM 
INFORMATION CENTER 

(202) 435-6060 - phone 
(202) 435-6069 - lax 

Number of pâ es mdiulins; cover. 

Date 

To 

Fax Number 

From / i 

Comments: 
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A b o r t i o n 
AB 100 
Approved 5/4/94 

Thank you f o r w r i t i n g about h e a l t h care reform. I n your 
l e t t e r you expressed concern about the coverage of a b o r t i o n under 
the President's h e a l t h care reform proposal. This i s an issue 
which the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n considered c a r e f u l l y while f o r m u l a t i n g 
the proposal. 

President C l i n t o n believes t h a t the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r i g h t t o 
p r i v a c y p r o t e c t s the r i g h t of a woman t o make the d i f f i c u l t 
d e c i s i o n t o have an abortion. One of the c e n t r a l goals of h e a l t h 
care reform i s t o p r o t e c t the b e n e f i t s people already have, and 
most p r i v a t e plans already cover the f u l l range of rep r o d u c t i v e 
s e r v i c e s . Abortion, as other procedures, w i l l be covered when a 
doctor determines i t i s medically necessary or ap p r o p r i a t e . A 
conscience clause ensures t h a t doctors and h e a l t h i n s t i t u t i o n s -
such as r e l i g i o u s h o s p i t a l s - w i l l not be req u i r e d t o provide 
a b o r t i o n services against t h e i r r e l i g i o u s or moral b e l i e f s . 

The President's plan provides funding f o r a l l s t a t e - r u n 
comprehensive school health education programs f o r students i n 
h i g h - r i s k schools from Kindergarten through grade 12. One of the 
o b j e c t i v e s of these programs i s t o prevent sexual behaviors 
r e s u l t i n g i n unintended pregnancies. 

The c i t i z e n s of t h i s n ation now have an h i s t o r i c o p p o r t u n i t y 
t o change our h e a l t h care system and I hope you w i l l work w i t h 
the President t o make he a l t h s e c u r i t y a r e a l i t y f o r a l l 
Americans. 
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Dear Archbishop Keeler, Cardinal Mahony and Bishop Ricard: 

Thank you for your thoughtful letter about health care 
reform. I am grateful for the tremendous contribution the 
Catholic Bishops of the United States have made to the debate on 
health care reform. You have been t i r e l e s s in your support for 
universal coverage, just as Catholic health care institutions 
have been t i r e l e s s in their dedication to providing high quality 
health services to even the most disadvantaged in this country. 

Despite the efforts of well-financed special interests, we 
have waged an unprecedented battle for health care reform. 
Because of the w i l l of the American people, the courage of some 
members of Congress, and the support of organizations like the 
United States Catholic Conference, we have come further than at 
any time in our nation's history toward real health care reform. 
Senator Mitchell has announced that the Senate w i l l not be able 
to pass health care legislation this session. Like you, however, 
I am committed to continuing to fight next year to guarantee 
health security to every American. 

I am also aware of your serious concerns about coverage for 
abortion services. I believe that abortion should be safe, legal 
and rare. That i s why this Administration i s doing everything we 
can to reduce the number of unintended pregnancies. I do 
believe, however, that pregnancy-related services should be 
covered when a doctor determines that they are medically 
necessary or appropriate. I also continue to support a 
"conscience clause" that would ensure that physicians and 
institutions — such as religious hospitals — would not be 
required to provide any services against their moral or religious 
objection. 

Thank you again for writing and for your ongoing commitment 
to meaningful health care reform. I look forward to continuing 
to work with you to guarantee affordable, private health 
insurance to a l l American families. 

Sincerely, 



Thank you for sharing with me your views regarding abortion. 
I know this subject i s of grave concern to you and i t i s very 
important to President Clinton and me as well. 

A decision regarding abortion i s among the most private and 
painful decisions any woman may face in her lifetime. President 
Clinton and I believe that each woman should be allowed to make 
this intensely personal decision without government interference. 
We also believe strongly that personal privacy i s a fundamental 
right guaranteed by our nation's constitution. 

While the President and I are pro-choice, we are not pro-
abortion. We believe that abortion should be legal, safe and 
rare. I f our country i s to resolve this issue, we must educate 
men and women so that the number of unwanted pregnancies can be 
reduced significantly. We must also provide every woman with 
information regarding physical and mental health issues to enable 
her to make informed choices for herself and her family. 

I realize that you may not agree with President Clinton and 
me on these issues, but I hope you w i l l give careful 
consideration to our views. Please be assured that we have 
listened to yours. 



Thank you for writing to support the President's position on 
the issue of a woman's right to choose. I know this issue i s 
very important to you and i t i s important to President Clinton 
and me as well. 

A decision regarding abortion i s among the most private and 
painful decisions any woman may face in her lifetime. President 
Clinton and I believe that each woman should be allowed to make 
this intensely personal decision without government interference. 
We also believe strongly that personal privacy i s a fundamental 
right guaranteed by our nation's constitution. 

While the President and I are pro-choice, we are not pro-
abortion. We believe that abortion should be legal, safe and 
rare. I f our country i s to resolve this issue, we must educate 
men and women so that the number of unwanted pregnancies can be 
reduced significantly. We must also provide every woman with 
information regarding physical and mental health issues to enable 
her to make informed choices for herself and her family. 

Thank you again for your views and for your support. 



b 

Thank you for your letter regarding a woman's right to 
choose. 

I believe that personal privacy i s a fundamental liberty 
protected by our B i l l of Rights. The right to privacy includes 
the right to make d i f f i c u l t and intensely personal decisions 
regarding abortion, without governmental interference. I do not 
believe in the "gag rule" preventing women from discussing 
abortion with health professionals. In practice, this was 
directed almost entirely toward low-income Americans who u t i l i z e 
federally funded c l i n i c s , effectively denying access to 
information solely on the basis of income. 

I am pro-choice, but I believe that we must reduce the need 
for abortion. By providing better family planning services and 
improved education programs and by funding the development of 
safe, effective contraception, we can reduce the demand for 
abortions. In addition, I believe adoption should be encouraged, 
and abstinence and sex education should be taught. I do not 
believe in criminalizing the conduct of women and their doctors 
in the areas protected by Roe v. Wade. 

I am grateful for your support and encouragement. 



CJ 

Thank you for your letter concerning a woman's right to 
choose. I've been touched by the many letters I've received 
from people who care deeply about the future of our country but 
who are troubled by my position on this issue. 

I believe that personal privacy i s a fundamental liberty 
protected by our B i l l of Rights. I believe the right to privacy 
includes the right to make d i f f i c u l t and intensely personal 
decisions regarding abortion. 

While I am firmly pro-choice, I am not pro-abortion. 
Indeed, I believe we must do more to reduce the number of 
abortions and unwanted pregnancies, and I am working on that. 

Though we may differ on this issue, I hope that our common 
concerns for the future of America w i l l unite us. I appreciate 
your sincerity and your candor. 



Dear : 

Thank you for contacting my office regarding the coverage of 
abortion under the Administration's health care reform proposal. 
I appreciate hearing your thoughts on this important issue. 

Most private insurance plans cover a f u l l range of 
reproductive services, including abortion. The Administration's 
proposal preserves the benefits currently available to most 
American women. Reproductive services, as other procedures, w i l l 
be covered when a doctor determines that they are medically 
necessary or appropriate. A conscience clause ensures that 
individual doctors and health care institutions — such as 
hospitals operated by religious organizations — may choose not 
to perform any service for moral or religious reasons. 

The Administration's proposal also includes services and 
programs designed to make abortion as rare as possible. For 
example, the plan provides voluntary family planning services and 
creates a comprehensive school health education program to 
increase awareness and to avoid teen pregnancy. 

The citizens of this nation now have an historic opportunity 
to change our health care system. I hope you w i l l work with us 
to make health security a reality for a l l Americans. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N O T © N 

M E M O R A N D U M 

Date: 7/6/94 

From: JIM DORSKIND 
ACTING DIRECgfoR-CF OJKKbSPONDENCE AND PRESIDENTIAL 
MESSAGES 

To: MARJORIE TARMEY FOR IRA MAGAZINER 
OFFICE OF DOMESTIC POLICY 

cc: HAROLD ICKES 
PHIL LADER 
GREG LAWLER 
BUDDY MENN 
ROGFR ROT.nRT.ATT 

As we discussed today, I have learned that the Vice President's 
Correspondence Department is sending out the attached form letter 
on the coverage of reproductive services (including abortion) in 
the president's health care reform proposal, currently, as you 
know, despite our repeated efforts. Presidential Correspondence 
has not bRp.n ahlp tn obtain nlearance from health carp policy 
offices to respond to the many pending letters on this important, 
i f controversial, ieeue. 

I have also attached our proposed revision of the Vice 
President's letter. Please inform me i f this text i s acceptable 
for the President's signature or i f we should send out a more 
general acknowledgement. Either way, I believe the President's 
and the Vice President's message should be consistent and that 
this needs immediate attention. 

Thank you for your assistance. 
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Thank you for contacting my office regarding the coverage of 
abortion in the Administration's Health Security Plan. I 
appreciate hearing your thoughts on this important issue. 

Most private insurance plans cover a 
reproductive services, including abortion 
proposal preserves the benefits currently 
American women. Reproductive services, a 
be covered when a doctor determines that 
necessary or appropriate. A conscience c 
individual doctors and health care-^sucH" 
religious organizations—may choose not t 
for moral or religious reasons. 

full range of 
. The Administration's 
available to most 
s other procedures, will 
they are medically 
lause ensures that 
as hospitals operated by 
o perforin any service 

ion's proposal also includes services end 
programs designed to make abortion as rare as possible. For 
example, the plan provides voluntary family planning services and 
creates a comprehensive achool health education program to 
increase awareness and to avoid teen pregnancy. 

Again, thank you for letting me hear from you. 
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Thank you for writing with your concerns about the coverage of 
abortion in my Administration's health care reform proposal. We 
carefully considered this issuewhile formulating the proposal, ^ 
and I appreciate hearing your^Spiiir^-it^ Cin / n v p e r f ^ t H ( l t t _ 

Most private insurance plans cover a f u l l raltga' of r-epiuduullve ' 
services, including abortion. My Administration's proposal 
preserves the benefits currently available to most American 
women. Reproductive services, as other procedures, w i l l be 
covered when a doctor determines that they are medically 
necessary or appropriate. A conscience clause ensures that 
individual doctors and health care providers — such as hospitals 
operated by religious organizations — may choose not to perform 
any service for moral or religious reasons. 

Our proposal also includes services and programs designed to make 
abortion as rare as possible. For example, the plan provides 
voluntary family planning services and creates a comprehensive 
school health education program to increase awareness and to 
avoid teen pregnancy. £caui/i wnmie tfitf'Ke ebcuf Ht* p.-nj^cmi 

Our nation now has an historic opportunity to dhange our health 
care system to make i t work for a l l of us. I hope you w i l l work 
with me to make health security a reality for a l l Americans. 
Again, thank you for sharing your views on this important 
subject. 


