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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE:
EARLY LEARNING AND THE BRAIN

PROPOSED REPORT OUTLINE

Letter from POTUS & FLOTUS (1 page) ~ Tatrraal
Highlights (2 pages)

-
National Priorities for Supporting Parents and o
Caring for Our Youngest Children (1 page)

Acknowledgements (1 page)
Table of Contents (1 page)

Introduction: (2 pages)

Adminygtrakion Auompm/hrﬂt"\b - Shuiement op lemmibmeny  F h "”CH(’;M‘L(“”& Y
Provide context: Why is the brain the focus of discussion at the White House, and in other places
where public policy is debated and hammered out? How can this conference, and the knowledge it

helps to build, improve the lives of Americans?
Clarify goals and introduce chapters:

. THE BRAIN: To gather, from across the nation, the best knowledge available to us about
how the brain develops and functions, particularly in the early years.

. EARLY LEARNING: To gather the principles and practices that guide current efforts to
give children a good start in life, and to give mothers, fathers, and other people who care
for children the support they need to do right by their children.

. CONNECTIONS: To show how theory and practice connect/or do not yet connect; and to
talk about how connections can be brought together.

. Taking Action: To suggest how new insights into early development can help parents,
communities, states, and the nation as a whole make good decisions for children and
families.

Chapter 1: The Brain—The Inside Story (8 pages)
Chapter 2: Early Learning—The State of the Art (8 pages)
Chapter 3: Connections (8 pages)

Chapter 4: Taking Action/Partners in this Work (8 pages)



References (2 pages)

Additional Resources (2 pages)

List of Conference Speakers (1 page)

SIDEBARS: DECISION POINTS

Each sidebar is a vignette, showing how new insights into the brain can help parents and other
caregivers, institutions, communities, states, and the nation as a whole make good decisions about
issues affecting children and families.

Key point: these scenarios will not presume to make decisions for anyone, but rather will suggest
that solid information about brain development can strengthen the decision-making process.
The scenarios will spring from the conference discussions, but here are some early thoughts about

possible issues.

Teenagers

Parents

Why wait?
Can the things I do now affect the children I will have in the future?

When should I go back to work?

Should we spend a bit more for quality care now, or save for college?

What kind of arrangements should we make for our young children while
we work?

Should we address our child’s learning problem now, or wait until she
starts school?

Child care providers: What should we do today?

Grandparents/
relatives/
friends

Early care
and education

programs

School boards

Local/state/federal

Business/media/
faith organizations

Do we affect children’s development? What can we do?

How should we staff our programs?
What should children be learning?
What does quality mean, and how can we get there?

How can we make the best use of limited resources?
What kind of after-school programs should we run?
When should our students start learning about how to be good parents?

What kinds of services and supports do children and families need to ensure
that young children get a good start in life?

How can we support children and families?



PROPOSED TIMETABLE

April 17 Conference

April 28 Complete outline
List of sidebars

List of illustrations
May 12 Complete draft
May 19 Responses and comments collected
May 27 Revised draft
May 29 Responses and comments collected

June 2 Final draft ready for production




T
Uy i o
" . + :
, ! . il DL i
" RPR-28-1997 12:42 FROM RIMA SHORE | izpaesezeva pes 0 |
: : ; S ’ ' ; |
E; SINN R |
: - | ST B IR |
D. MAKING A DIFFERENCE ! EAREE ;l N |
[ ‘ [ ; :
[ ! i |- ¥ L i
‘ i B ‘w .
1. We know whas works Thc:lclmllangu wlu to apply ‘cx‘ulcﬂ kni’ﬂwledge r]o]an.ke a diffezence. -
i Coli b s ;
2. That rnc.uns‘ closmg the gap | betwwn s&‘nannﬁ.cxe ea:ch anldﬁ‘Lblid i llt-.dgt.-.; - aJ | ! !
‘ P H__ ,g-:J ]! b
T B i N ) (5. : :
“There is a wide gap tfetween sclentific :csgaqch ':an;‘lp'ﬁ blic ll;noin jcdgc, bl?tWBln "1} |
what is known abant :'arly development and what'ws d{% nb}uéx;: t.hin ,kno'#‘ edge. : . i y ‘
BT ' ! :
Today’s meeting is a majcr stcp toward t’xllmg thatda.n' €rous gap! ® Dr Davxa! | 'é
b i ! :
Handurg g R A
‘ S DRV y ()/ :
3. Making « difference. also mcans envgtng the public. {k’ i ' . QQ I
“We have now ﬁnally putthe nksuc of early chﬂdhoo&" n%%pnmnrand -
center, where It belongs. 11 i3 the single most \npar@ang Issue fac Bg Amezici
! P
taday.® Rob Rcmen i f' ~
. i 3 .
4. Finally, making a dxffr.xencc toeans waking acdon a]nd bu;ldmg on' suce £33, Eus'ad.minmuou
. has lnid the proundwerk]but much more remains w be done. Nat only ¢ the governmeny, but every
" sector of #oCiety-—to ehhance lhe.hsaldny dcvclopmcnt nnd lcnqug ot ouriyoungut |.luld.n.n We
must all answer to the ch.ﬂd.rcn. ! A i } ; 0
.. | o T -
N P 1 et | o . E
bt ‘1 i i H Do o
A RN
| I A
l O a i o
f,,/)‘ﬁ )X | e ST LS |
‘{) % } o I
tjb | B EERE R
iy SRR I I
, ‘ co b ¢ L
V){} | 3 o iRl S
| B I C R
! -. ol I
| \ B I [
! ’1 ' ’ 1 ) \. ’
| | (R |
'. | I
i o ! D
| ! o
Nf - x : 3
4 | : H
E ; : ‘l 2 i ; ! i i
| il S
| o If .
\ } il | v i
i Conlmnca Repqlr@udma i ] | i }
: BN Sl g i é
‘ R G | ;'
‘ I i Tl . ‘ :
ann _ . E . < | BT lé-yoltu i
L0 'd i ‘ON X494 - | . Hd VE 0 (]EIM.iS-L| rAUNJ zf




| sl i ! ! : o
IRET 1 " ‘.‘ At

SN Y ST A
‘ [T . | _ '
] ‘ | B sl b |

L. B i o b it c RN
rRasissT. e FRan Rﬁm SHORE b i1 1eeza 'G-ZF?B P.11 |
: i | P ] !E I |
| - I |
' 1 ! ‘ H | |
.l i ‘ l ’ | |
| SR | SR (IR t[

E. FINALLY, WE KNOW THAT THEKE 1S MUCH WE bo Nb I n-:TKN(le

“Scientists have mscavsnd much about the world zhatt urrounds us. bﬁdtbe tn}in

inside our skulls remains a source of mystery and wondér, nnd1 1s' iva sense, th'j:

next fronter ot‘ human understanding.”? Vice ‘Pféﬂdmf Al Gf" . ﬁ I

1. Decudos of research have luli to breathtakiag disw#cncs abobt early bn.m dcvtiépmént'. bur
much remains ta be knowa. an froniicss of undc._rsmndmg . 1 ; : ]

2, Examples: How much sumulatdon of different kmds do chﬂdrcn nncd. and when? H*ow can :
different kinds of developmcntal delays and ipairyrienits be avercome? Wiiat more cadr:lfe donc to o
briphten the fuwres of children bom with nunsm" W hal can wuf eaam ibo%: tLA.Lunuon fcitand 2

Hypm:hwt)'Dlsurdeﬂ Omcr,cxamplcs‘ ir'l: ‘ ! 1’ L o | WO
oab : o i 5; [ A '
~ BNE 3 NI sy
.;‘ ;\ i ' ‘1 ‘ . i ‘ QV .
| SRR RN R
ot N i ':
: o - A
; ! ' ! P I
2t | L | [Jé,"f
! . v
'.E i :
h .
E o
I{ i
t t :
¢ P ;
[ 4 al | . f‘, |
N ; :i' i | .
i‘ (FI I N
i I I |
i | ':‘ ' Fi% i !
i :: : ;‘ ,
. FIE I H :
2 LRAE AN .
o SN T SRR
i SN INEE: IR ETIT [ A
:- oo
' ! ! Dl } Lol i
| o I
E g LI R
i | R 1 1N A (O
| Rt , L
| | o
; ; /) i I
| Canference Ruport Uuuma—wy‘?,rﬂ ! f S i :
i ‘ N ' L !
: o R 1 Yoo
o o I T R
troy Fl ! ! ‘li“ ' ‘ N o A . 00147 ll fieand n !
¢l d ' 'ON Xvd il | ! l Hd L_Sj '30 aam Le- LD AUN!
| ! iy 2l Pt I .

v



L AER-28~1997 12:44  FROM RIMA SHORE maaa'%s’a"?a P.12

|

: !
1 . |

: . A P , |

. SRR ' !

. ‘ ‘.‘ H !

TIL. WiiaT YOUNG CH[LDREN KNo\v fABOUT Us

T :‘i‘ F |f :

|

“No mamer how young, & child dov:s andersiand a gende much o alsmlle ora |

\H--

loving voice. Habies undcnmnd mcuc \han % w: ha% “mi snood aﬂout them No
Wwe can begm 10 close lh: gap... » Prmdenr Bill Clinton - ’ ;

Yo

vl

"‘v S
i

g ! : ‘w
'? . I Hio
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. What the President and First Lady have learned in wips 2 lth <puntry. and'qg | = LesseAs i
Agcricans nspondmd!leu initiatives to help parents aud am|11] ! S U lecmmed
i I S , i
: i : P ‘ R a4 !
3. Pageats want to know: ‘Huw,mthx. children?” What cme:le 10 ‘?‘,’l““i.‘:r their dwdo;‘;m:m? :
“Wlica a umotist comes inaa pediatric oﬂxcc,‘she comcs Wi\[l‘ll twio qucmohs J f { '
Hbow am I doing? How‘ is my kid deing? But v‘h& doesnlt jl'Nll ‘wmit buck hk he! ﬁ'.:g L
and weight. Thatnay be very imponan, bul shc wam;ito kllulw Whether (lutb lTy| : i :
I K H ! s
s right on turget.® Dr T. Berry Brazelton | : 5 3 ; k !
| i A AR | |
6. New knowledge abour the bram can help pan:nts ”; L A TR ]
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B. THE PUBLIC’ uumu«.qa | | ‘ | ot
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1. New knowledge about the hram can alsy bcucnt/éorn‘mu‘nidcs'{. wws, ¢ }‘l.h:. wumry ‘.:ab we . 5‘
seek ways w help children and theu: familics.. ..~ L S i : '|‘ : ;
| - L ; P
2. W¢ know thatthuny EE'ublems temaln, and soldng mem will na: t.u uﬁ) 4 [S}l)l):BA “ How , ; ;
Are the Children?—stadstcs stwwmg both gaias and rcmainmg mblc.msa. But we i seen thar
we: base vur actions on sound rescarch, and when we work togerher, chilidfdn bencﬁt—uml the IR B
nabon as 8 whale is better off. Exu.m ples: sucessses in reducing: ?zz.npm,mumy. uum’% ichild ! :
immunizsiion rates. ‘ i | P
' % :
3. Chi)dre.n are the t‘umn: Theu' hezlhy developement and 1cmk1g muat .dwaya bc pm dt’ Lhc , 5 ; :
" nation’s business. . _ ‘ g . | : e,
®This unique conterencc ig'y purt o: our Nt ettort @ j i :hildren :he b (2 y Y/ b;y,‘ o
g i . i P gy
opportunicy m make thc[ ost of thy gl p theit, pan-,nb I ,3( v c;,'/"
lead the w.:y, and to xcm:nd everyone in ‘\enca that dua must;a.lways be pan of . : (& £
the pubhv $ business b:cau;e we all huve a| mmmon ml: L‘.ht in our ¢.h11d.xe.u s ". 1 A | q : :
sl 2 ; :
futuro.® President Blll Clinton . 1‘ o o v oy b
| I B S
- ] J' L .;t‘i-: P
\-p @15 the oSt it H tant issuc facing r.h nuyyY Govlc.ifnog-.; g vl s j
* ! \ i : ! : ‘ i | 7S i
:,Q " Bob Miller. : ! v ; 1 |' : % { Vg og“rc. N3 .
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| | R - | « ?“’rvé‘\ﬁ‘\} ORI
C. Tug Wirre House (‘onn-_m-:mr-_ . I | ANy c\; S SN
, ! ; | aut AR
1. What we don t want w do: :Lum p.uents, suggest that there i N0 hope beyond a‘a'g‘c th@ﬁ:} tell ! \\_&g W 1%
pmlahowmdotbnr]obs ; ¥ i t :.; o i .L’E‘;f’be
L ; l| ‘ ! A ',
2. What we DO want to do: prmrldu i map ~ “destination" is opumahd: qq&mcm; dler«. ré many 1
ways to get thére. Meet ptm.ms oxprovsed need for 1wols and u%[ocmanon iSh“ﬁ succels slories
j i T {
‘ e e ! N g o
’ ' ‘ oo W
; | : T R \)J;\*Ei)&l
&1 hope this confemncemu getacross the mvoluuunayhdu, that me aetivities dag S fon
oo . i i.J
are the easiest chcapcst and most fun 10 do wnh yaur chxld a.re also the besdforr hs 7 \\\o;\*" '{J’;
playmg gan‘\es‘, reading, sloxyu:lhng, Just talkmg .md N ’:JU
L \
hb(umng » Hnllary Rudham (& hnrou | ‘: i N c i ‘I . \“l’ ‘/q
) i CA e .
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SUBSTANCE ABUb}: r clie diddatives a.lmcd ac li 1 <h ildre %:cc:lulm 16 bucco T
“alcohol, and drugs, as ;w:u as effaits 10 pzevvm adveutl lng,for 18 wbaumces aimed at |
childcen. g s o : ;
! | P »
HEALTH COVERAGE - Propossls aimed &t cxtendjn ! coveragé b mi.uidils mars j
uninsurcd childcen, and 0 stn:ngthen Mcmcald il i L :
NEWBORN AND MAT! ERNAI CARE: 48-hour mm}ml{m hos‘puax say.
!
NUTRITION - Foxxl Quahly Protaction Act and Sate D’innkmg W Acl, cx]Jnnsmn of
WIC program. : ook _ iy
i b
SAYFETY - Sufe Srm pmgr.uu. new standards forpamw rLsmdts for chxldrcn m-cara; !
Back to Sleep Campalgn to mdu:; sudden mt‘am d:athgayndro ket | : ;
s Crlor ‘ f
EN V‘IR.ONMENTAL[ - Executve Ouicr o lscd ce l: ) nmcntal I th and 1
Satery Risks to Childien; adminisuative acljop 0 pm: ¢t chxl 'h Ko :obacw, kad,and |
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America Reuds - e:p:ua]ly “Ready Set Read™ compone
DQOD 10 share i ;uu.c;; in du.ld care, |, |

SRR
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II. WHAT WE KNow ABOUI nOUNQ éHlLDREN

¥

‘
#7415 astonishing what we now know nbom lhu young

r1br-m1‘-u:ld't;lbomhcxw !
children develop.”® Hillary Rodhain Clinmn . ; '

1o
) ) l i . ]‘ I } Ut . !‘
A. YOUNG CHILDREN AH!-. uxn uu-.m BKUM lADU l'S.fi‘ Py R
¥ _ .
ol : | L |
1. The more we discover about young bmms. the n‘:‘ou-. Suﬂﬁhdt ﬂxey }\lav; umquc wglxys of
develaping, learniag, and nsponding to Lhe world:a around theny. - B .

| N
“lhe baby $ brain is not just a miniztuce vumon Lf 'an“
!

evolving structure rhaz requites its own funcncm 10 Wik
Shatz j :

2. At binth, children’s baains axc ina va:y onfinished state. 'Ihcy hav: X ’- 108L alﬂ the bridn cells I

they will need throughout life, bur these celly ae not mm:clu‘l;!mlo e ) tworh nw:g}\ for
complex funcuoning. Analogy: 100 billion iclephoncs mbullecL butnotiwired up. [SIDEBAR: , |

L= . “PHONING BOMR."”] : g ;;: }
& 3. The wiring happens in two stages- ~¢hc fiest conupllcd lmgdy by bxol‘ '
experience. Again, the telephone analogy: the “ounk lines™ bmﬁeen
cstahlished by génete blusprint, but the house-by-house wiring is not p

as ¢hildcen respond w c.xpaneﬂcc and rhc cn vuonmcni, and Pammhr y t
familica. . | 1

duh(brau} Ieis a dqufni.c
:tsr:lf_...'.?’ Dr. Carlu

Y. umc se:on.l by ,
0t cities andltawns '
2 pmgmmmed‘ ‘Huppens - ‘
at their parcm: and ' ;
) E o (I =

| :'

#After all, if the bralin iwere lmd-wl{u:l u‘cvclyllung m the bmmlwu‘. - l
programuied gcncuually by molccule; that wwd evarytﬁamg up, th‘en of course we

I
wouldn’t be ueaily as adayt.ablc as wo ace,. I‘Audl wnha' t this; sulié;b fNlexibilityliwe

couldn’t learn, mucmlfr éhangc. In shoxt, Weiwa ldn’ properties th;at'
i i

i
muke us uniquely human ” Dr. ‘Ca.rla Sham } ‘

.! v “

i

H s
| K

|

| I BRI " |

B. DEVELOFMENT IN mn FIRST -mm-.z Yr:an‘s is APID HD LXTENSFV? £, '
|

|

1. Prunatl pesiod is unpowmt This is wheu baaib culls aia pro X uc%fd an
the right place at the right ime. Many delicate processes occus-before|m
' even know thar they are pregnant. Befare bisth, babies” biuinsfdre 1‘nl pac

3

e A ok £ A BV S s

pauens’ ta get ready for the woxld. % t
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2. Newbomns have mure awafeness of the world than we realized. j A
&On the tust day of hfe. a baby can search lhc Ln:m‘l wnh ht.qeycs.;_visuully u'ac;c

the edges of a giangle, ;nd look intsntly at. hcx mother $ ¢y¢s d‘unn k8 N

feeding.® Dr. Dana[d Cohen o o

. ; L i } ' ji : . i ) 1 i . “ :

3. ARer birth, brain development procesds o breaknu:k specd ; h.c;ﬁrnv.t years ard|

i [ a

wAdopGve parents can meke an enormous dif;erence fara é ld atla

time.” Hillary Rodham Clinton § | ‘ 1l

i E !
) 3. Chiidren leam in the conu:m of iraportant wlnuonslnpa mté’ia ' 'o:qs \li!ilp
)(\,) i ;\ﬁ members, family friends, and ¢ caregivers atc the most nnpor(.m‘( xpg;lmc §
A Relationships matet. | a0 0
‘(/ B i . l - v '
i ' B :

il Gl ‘ I |

b Gonlemma de(m' &rﬂlmv - ya' wol|l il

| N BRI

R 3 : ‘ | ‘ ; g l

i S I Rt

or ‘ ‘i, ON Xvd - ’ “ f' l |

particularly crucial. Dwing this period, th\. brain fnnms mlhqm of mnncc 10ns amang, braiy
ns haw. ;vm.e us many|

ceils—sornciimes ps many os 'By the agu of unee, qmldn:n 8.b1
conncctans as‘aduhs brains.” |, : I :

\‘ ' | ‘.“
I

4. Langusge development is pa.mcularl dmma.rlc Aﬂ bin-.h
By their first biridays, they are beginn ng wbe culmu: bour

world.”’] \ ; ,
. po S
&Ry six months of age, mfanu are well on their way (0 cmo}h'ng
cadc.” Dr. Pairicic Kuhl 5 R
] c o

4. Developinentis a hfelong process. The brain is the last nrg,an to hecom- fully mat ure -

P.03

anatomically. While brain developinent is especially dmnauc mt he firstithreo years, it 1; never 10e

law to help people develop and lean.

‘ \
I‘ : R
i '
h A ‘

C. PARENTS HAVE THE GRf-.ATEST mrwwcs ON

\

1
{

o .
[ .

' l
i .
[ H
[

|

: i l ie v
i | -1 Lol .
BR‘L, ﬁlsvsLoPMEfu'r.

1, Brain developmcnt is & use! u-ar—losa-u pr n_ess 17:05: contlections lh 4t are reinfurded by eurly

experiencs tend 10 be suengthmcd and b._wuu. pn.:mancn} Lh\ 5¢ tha: afe pot used ufn:n cnough

mchnunawd. ' \:[‘. 1 : 1

2. In this way, parents play an. hvcn more mxpozmlr‘imle i el br.uu\
previously suspected. The exp grienccs they providg br auunge
children’y beains will be wlmd However, you: do‘nox‘n loteals
chifd’s development. Simple,’ ,..vuyday acﬂvmcsfazc :hcl tost i erL;
[
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“Ap; mfnnt 5 cognive g,mwrh occurs through emouom&md sc.uai' R | ;
A i i
interactions.? Dr, Harriet Meyer. _ ii ' 1 I fi L '. | ;
4. Cluhhcu ueed stlualativn. Children wh‘u speud nigst of mctr ﬂ.mv of hfe lymg\in Whelr !
cribs dr.Vclap much slower tha.n other babics; some cunnm sic up ny) m ths; and; mosi cannot |
walk by age three, Children n=|¢d touch, sounds, and imaggs. Ths dnal arid e ona.l ?
conuet. The Kind of snmulanon derinitely makes a dilThrtncc b : i
[ \ : .
5. Buttoo much stimulation cap cmhclmmg Children h4v= d:lﬁ‘]:rc’n't‘ mmpmm:qm and
diffeient moods. They also have cycles of wqh:fulmss and sl:cpln t.ha.n ufulls. Aside oy

frum seelng 10 thelr children’s basic health and safety, the most‘p’ppamm ’ hing parens ban doisw V|
learn to fullow their childien—ito read their moods and pn:ﬁ-fcn 25,150 ey car—whengver _i
- poasible—- ndju:t uodvidey, ashcdul:a. and cven me"my they i ch‘ ind 1a}k 10 their young i
L}uld.[“l i i ‘ ‘ ;l 1 4 ‘ i li ] | ]! l ‘ .

I ‘ ! BN | P \ i
6. Sume chilkcn urs bun wnh, develop, dudbiﬂda O lllnc‘ sey thac dffece 1he|i"r¥ abil] {y‘; ta : i
respond o diffevent kinds of simuladon. Rescarchis glving us}inew ways 10 help every child v/
reach his or her full potential. But parcaus rumd@ sswanceyhall some chil len will contingete 2| |
have difficulides o inawss fww much e, atcution, surn iiofi, and io 1 mclr qmtheﬂ land - :
fmhms provide, - A SEREEL e i
| | e o
D. PREVENTION IS CRYJCIAL. %n U ; :
; r ] ‘. B . i ! ..
1. Different pans of the braln develop at differout dnies and acdiffaoncrates. Although { :
developinent coadnues throu ghnut ¢, there ace periods of greac oppmu ity (and risk) when a f
particular part of the brain is pa.mcularly flexible. o "g _, I P ‘ | ]
‘ a0 L , ;
2. The clagsic example of thu—'visian. lfchﬂdren uL born wi il cﬁ | they 'mﬁ Iuse their | ‘
sight pormancnily if surgery |s‘i oot peformed eurly. )Txmo s ofjthe 20l Wheni ulﬂs; develop | i
cawracts, the consequences of Inm ncdng are far le.ss dmsuc 1 s : ‘ !

3. This haldy truc for other aspcct: of d:vclopmcm aa‘ wello Hzl-ahh pxobles. ukposm-c 0
tobarco, alcahol, drugs, or environmental toxins,. abuse and nc°lcct, SIC; & always nsky but | :
may be cspecmlly peiilous in the fizst years of life. i | o o ! ! j
I r\i ! C ’ l ; ) -

4. Barly ycm present not unl} specl.al risks, but also special Agam. laz u:age
development is prire cxamplé, Talking, x:adlng. singing, ciclt TS ch 1cadmg |tdF? nCW Ways
ta help children with auditory proccssmg prvblcms o T ! i ‘ ! l |!- i I
o il
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THEY KNOW THAT WE ARE UP TO THE JOB .
i o]

.

WA 5 resecarchers, we don t advise parems 0 qu

O PSR

|| 12824562670

|
A
H

Lnd a:cekraté Jw nerna.l p.«meml of

R

P.13

B

1
]

development. We don't: recommend flash czrds ™ Y (O :cach words to three-

montbers. "Nature has provided a perfecs fit benween the pmms d:sm; © , -

communicate with the child and lhc child’s .xbuuy r:‘y
i Sl

up.® Dr. Patricia Kuhl | ) E'H : ]

§
T
g i

b

' ' S

1. Human childrea e de :ndem—-‘o a gn;mu eAlcAt qnd go: a'lons?r 5

h of n’xr\c th he

young of other species. They are also miscin () and oy
reassurance or help. They bcha e that we
kzwhes than oiciwise, _ |

Ry

2. They know that inreracting with parcuts and o:hu nnpumnt

3. They know that they ara loved even during quiet or slecpy li(rﬁles—whcn
1est, play by thewusclves, gel w luluw lhmll:cl'ﬂn. and Jook -uulﬂld them. .

C.
DON’T TAKE Tm-. PLA(.L or MOM AND

i
\ }
1. Rescarch shows that chlldnm are c.xpablc of tunnmé akxong a.}cachn =nits

but not all amchmmu are crcatcd equal. | ;| ] 1

ifl love and' protect m. unles ;{rep::awd eXpr

5 plo- »Jmmumcanngl.
mimicking, playing, snuggling—is the best way 10 speid thekr wost! 41=n. Wnkcfu] hourk

THEY KNOW THAT!OTHER CAREGIVERS CANEnEm mh-.m Hu.ni—-—um
1 1
AD S

I carcgzlvc.rs 0: :
ence i
) ; ;

rh‘.y are allo,wcd 1o
|

N moiaithn_ﬂ oncadult, | j

2. Recent studics show that h1gh quality child care dous not dis%lpt ohlldre'n § aw.hmcms to their

parents—aso long as paents spend enough time with their infunt and 1

Lrs 10 know. thern well

and 1o be able their sipnuls and cues, {S IDEBAR ON‘H, W dm
ARE AFFECTED BY CHILD CARE] - ,4

dbup orb—-can

3. In fuct, child cam pmvxdam——wuh sufficient tnunmg -

development of the children in: their cage, supplcmcnqu e paaf ats! mput ‘

when parents and child care pmvxden wark together, exchangi g frifurm i
poblum-wlvmg srategies on a mgula.r basis. :

i |'
D. THEY KNOW THAT [HEY HAVE TO BE PATIE; j,%x wm‘n‘

I . 4

1. Gaad cure s responsive c.m: It iequires getdny 10 know 2 p.ntiuuLu ._mm.

willing 10 fallow the chikircn, we evennally coie w und-:mau,i'l lllc]u i

mon. C

2. Parcats and caregivers don't always get it right the first urm,‘lj or even :%: second, bu: 1f We arc

Miswnkes are inevitable, and chxldn:n koow that we dasewe many

3 Conlomnce Rwa.-UOUdmo -— pﬂg"

| BT

| ! | |
'd | | ONXud

)REN AN'D FAMIL1ES

]
"
d
%
1

et e e

and lcmpelmncms |
nees. - .l ! i

i v d
! b '

1

[

H e 1
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"Th: Mest impartant uscssm:u: 100] that we | h;vc ‘ia O\ﬁppwcr of SR !i
observadon....Dr, Sally Provmcc, the great pmneer of infaut dcvélopmmt.!;md. o
Don’t jusi do sanwthmg, stand there. She mcant thac abst n;;bcn'- i parcnt and o
chiild interact is critical © understanding how wieach out dlto heli)mwm = i
Sonu.tmxca, we need to leaVc the pa.r:u: und the child alnne » Dr Ilarrwt ch'r |

4. Progrinns that help fathers adapt successfully to their new roles can pmwde hsung beneﬁrs for
chiidren. _ o
omlxvmd\ ,\indcr;. mae -

it
®Children with active fa:hcﬂ dsvelop a richer ;cl of em ! :
-

i

: emor.

texcured view of thelr warld.® Vice Prasfdequl Gore Ea
'? \ ‘ 'F f ' \

5.The ‘lmpcn:mcc of eollow-up\in the pn;school and eletncnmrya&n.hcol ycan ' y
o ngKU$QWi - ; % ci; i
C. Hi6u QUALITY: cmw CARE mu wuc».mm \Jﬂou g P

A | N I
©[f you can plice yow chxld in h:gh qualuy chxld cEm: ﬂ?u can ach ally su pplcmem
what you're giving thcm as parents and that" s why he value of 'v]ng high/quality
child care aftordable foi’ more fanulics is so gmat ” pr! r E H

l TOGA 7, the great majorlty cm mtants and roddlefs (80%) arels noB-this | nal ca.n:,for nmc '
& ochiers ‘with infants under the age of one work ot mde.‘of th , lmme ,M mothers
havc no choite™ b mee sgeidiis T

2. This is porendal opparmnuy, since high quality child carc ha;.as bemsh:}vn to oﬁ’cr ldng—term '
benefits, especiully for chxlchcn from low-income familics. Brielly cite 1aajor studics.

et e e - o

3. However, as things sand, most infants and toddlers are in p:nugmus th r/ﬁ.':vc been tated
poor to barcly udequate. Manx parents resort 1o makeshift amngcmcnu. wheir childecnr may in
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE:
EARLY LEARNING AND THE BRAIN

REVISED REPORT OUTLINE

FRONT MATTER - TOTAL 12 PAGES
Title page (1 page)
Back of title page (1 page)
Letter from POTUS & FLOTUS (1 page)
Highlights (2 pages)
Acknowledgements (1 page)
Table of Contents (1 page)
Introduction (3 pages)
. Framing the big picture: Why is the brain the focus of discussion at the White House and

in other places where public policy is debated and formulated? In what ways are new
insights into early development and learning important for the nation? ‘What opportunities

do they present?

’ Building on success: Place this effurt in the conteat of the Adiinisuauon’s past and
present initiatives to support children and families.

. Clarifying goals: Clarify the report’s specific goals and provide an overview of ity
chapters. -

The Administration’s Accomplishments (2 pages): Bullet points highlighting key
initatives to promote early development and learning.

BODY OF THE REPORT - TOTAL 32 PAGES

Chapter 1: The Brain—The Inside Story (8 pages) Goal: to gather, from across the
nation, the best knowledge available to us about how the brain develops and functions, particularly
in the early years. (Discussion will spring from the morning panel of the White House
conference.)

Chapter 2: Early Development and Learning—The State of the Art (8 pages)
Goal: to gather the principles and practices that guide current efforts to give children a good start in
life, and to give mothers, fathers, and other people who care for children, the support they need to
do right by their children. (Discussion will spring from the aftermoon panel.)
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Chapter 3: Connections (8 pages) Goal: 1 show how theory and practice connect (or do
not yet connect); and to talk about how useful connections can be made.

Chapter 4: Taking Activn (8 puges) Gual: To suggest how Amcricans in all walks of life
can join the effort to improve results for children and families. How can new insights into early
development and learning help parents and grandparents, childcare providers, communities, states,
and the nation as a whole brighten the futurc fur children and families? What kind of initianuves are
already underway? What kind of partnerships can be formed or expanded? Discussion will show
how these actions can help to build on the Administration’s current initiatives.

END MATTER - TOTAL 8 PAGES
References (3 pages)
Additional Resources (2 puges)
List of Conference Speakers (1 page)
List of 53 Satellite Conference Sites (2 pages)
SIDEBARS (included in page counts for main body of the report)

. Quotes from the Conference: The main body of the text will report major findings
and their implicadons for children and familics. Endnotes will provide information
sources, but the text itself will not indicate which speaker or author made a particular point.
Selected quotes from moderators, panelists, and other conference participants (including
participants ar the satellite sites) will dramatize and personalize the text. These quotes will
be appropriately placed, set off from the text, and given typographic emphasis.

° Vignettes: Sidebars throughout the text will contain stories about American families,

communities, and institutions, and showing how new insights into the brain can inform the
decisions they make. These scenarios will not presume to make decisions for anyone;
rather, they will suggest how solid information about brain development can strengthen the
decision-making process.

TOTAL DOCUMENT - 52 PAGES
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REVISED TIMETABLE

Thurs. April 17 Conference

Mon. April 28 Complete outline
List of sidebars
List of illustrations
Selected quotes from the confarncee
Mon. May 12 Complete draft submitted
Thurs. May 15 Responses and comments collected and reviewed
‘I'ues. May 20 Revised draft
Thurs.May 22 Responses and comments collected

Tues. May 27 Final draft ready for production
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BACK TO WORK

The baby has finally closed his eyes. Barb can’t see his face, but she can tell ke’s asleep from the
way all twelve pounds of him have settled against her shoulder. She doesn’t dare put him
down—it’s too soon. So she spends a few more mirutes pacing between the crib and the
window, letting her mind turn, for the fortieth time today, to what will happen next month when
she goes back to work. Friends keep telling her that babies do just fine wherever they are, so long
as they are fed and bathed and kept out of harm'’s way. But she can’t help worrying.

She and her husband Rick have visited the Children’s Corner—she child care center on Fourth
Street that always has such appealing toys in its playground. The infants’ room had a thick rug on
the floor and a tank of shiny guppies near the changing table. In the main room, the older children
were singing “The Wheels on the Bus,” and even the toddlers seerned to know the words. But
Rick's Aunt Millie has offered to waich the baby four days a week, and the next~door neighbor
says she’ll fill in on Fridays. That way he’d spend most of his time with family, and they’d save
some money. But would the baby end up more attached to Aurz Millie than to her? Would he
learn more at the Children’s Corner? What's best for her baby?

Barb is not alone. Across the nation, most mothers—about 60 percent—now go back to
work before their babies reach their first birthdays. But every family decides on its own how to
balance the responsibilities of raising children and eaming a living. Each decides, based on its
own resources and beliefs, what kind of child care to arrange.

Brain scientists and child development experts cannot resolve Barb’s dilemma—nor should
they. There are. after all, many ways to raise a healthy, happy child. But their research has led to
new knowledge that can help parents make sound decisions:

. The experiences that children have in the early years have a huge impact on
their development—including the way their brains are “wired.” Barb is right
to feel that she is on the verge of an important decision. Babies need more than just care;
they need relationships. From birth, they are deeply social beings, and the kinds of
connections they have with the adults who care for them matter a great deal.
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. Secure attachment to consistent caregivers is a key to healthy development
and learning. Children develop and learn in the context of important relationships.
Scientists have shown that children who form secure early attachments to the adults who
take care of them are less likely to have developmental problems. Secure attachments allow
young children to develop the biological systins that help them handle stress better in their
early years as well as later in life. As Barb and Rick weigh their options, they can rest
assured that where their baby spends his day is less important than who he spends it with.
Does the child care provider want to be taking care of babies? Will she be able to respond
to his signals and cues? Will she be available on 4 consisient basis over a sustained time
span so the baby will experience continuity? Does she understand that from the baby’s
viewpoint, what she does is often less important than how she is?

. Child care providers do not replace mothers or fathers. Likc many parcnts,
Barb wonders whether a strong attachment to someone else will weaken the baby’s bond to
her. Some mothers seem 10 prefer muliiple caregivers so that they can remain the most
important person in their child’s life. But research shows that babies can be securely
antached to more than one caregiver. When parcits and child care providers work
together—enjoying a child together, solving problems in a cooperative way, and sharing
information and ideas—everyone benefit.
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AN EDUCATION

“I didn’t get it,” Kenny found himself saying az the Fairview town meeting, “until I spenz a
morning in my daughter’ s second-grade classroom telling the kids what it's like to drive an
ambulance. It was an education.”

Kenny never thought of himself as a joiner, but ever since he spent that day in school he has been
showing up at community meetings. What he saw wasn’t on the blackboard, or in the workbooks,
or even in the teacher’'s lesson plans. It was in the children’s eyes. Some seemed filled with
curiosity and confidence. But others looked so downhearted, as if they’d already given up. And
they were only seven! It was as if different kids were already on separate tracks to differen:
futures, He came away convinced that children need more help from the very beginning. From
birth. Maybe even before. But formal schooling doesn’t start until kids are five. What should be
done?

Kenny’s day at school taught him a lesson that researchers have been trying to understand
for some time. Their studies show that by the third grade—and perhaps even earlier—children are
already launched into achievement trajectories that will largely determine their success throughout
their school careers. Certainly children can make dramatic gains in fifth, ninth, or twelfth grade, or
even later. A child who is not reading by the age of eight can learn to read later in life. But research
shows that when children get off to a shaky start, itis much more difficult (and more costly) to
make up for lost time later on. As Fairview and other communities take steps to give their children
the best possible start in life, they can draw upon recent research findings.

. During the first three years of life, connections among brain cells are being
formed at a remarkable pace. Development and learning take place throughout the
human life cycle, but the first three years are especially vital. The experiences children have
in this period help to determine which connections they will keep and which they will shed
as they move toward adulthood. Efforts to support healthy development that begin only at
age five are missing crucial opportunities.

. When parents get the help and information they need, children benefit,
Prevention is the key to improving results for children. One way that communities can
promote young children’s healthy development is by focusing on the needs of their mothers
and fathers. Brain development begins in earnest in the early weeks of pregnancy, but one
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in five expectant mothers in the U.S. reccive no prenatal care in the crucial first rimester.
For African American, Hispanic, and American Indian expectant mothers, the figure is one
in three. Programs that help parent gain the skills they need to care for their
children—particularly those that include voluntary home visits in the first month’s of a new
baby’s life—can improve results for children.

. High quality preschool offers long-term benefits. Many studies show that high
quality preschools can help at-risk children succeed both academically and
socially—especially if there arc follow-up services in the elementary grades. But today, the
great majority of early care and education programs are rated by researchers as poor to
mediocre. Ilow can we raisc quality? The federal government is playing a role by funding
Early Head Start programs, as well as research and demonstration programs that can lead to
better carc. And states can contribute to the effort by setting higher standards for early care
and education programs. But that is not enough. Communities need to come together to
definc what “quality” mcans for their children, and to ensure that all families have access to
good programs. They also need to improve the connections between child care programs
and clementary schools, so children experience more continuity in their carly schooling.



Record Type: Record

To:

cc:

Ann F. Walker, Jennifer Klein

Subject: Re[4]: WH Conference Report

| just found out that Cynthia Dorfman and Jennifer had spoken this
morning. Cynthia understood Jennifer to say that Mrs. Clinton only
wants 250,000 reports printed - the Cadillac version. If that's
accurate, then Education doesn’t get 250k.

Cynthia and | spoke with the Johnson&Johnson person, Martha Naismith.
She was quite non-commital, and asked us to submit a proposal to her.
We are going to begin work on that shortly. Martha asked some
questions that we could not answer:

1. Where in the report will Johnson&Johnson be recognized?

2. Are other sponsors being sought? If yes, which ones?

3. May she have a list of the attendees to present to the people who
will make the funding decisions?

4. Will Johnson&Johnson be able to have a say in the distribution of
the reports?

Cynthia left a voice mail message for Jennifer, but not as detailed as
this one.

Naomi

Reply Separator

Subject: Re: Re[2]: WH Conference Report
Author: Ann_F. Walker@oa.eop.gov at Internet
Date: 4/11/97 1:17 PM

Message Creation Date was at 11-APR-1997 13:17:00

That is wonderful --- as | said, we are looking for wide distribution. Thank
you so much for your responsiveness. It is greatly appreciated.
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FAX TRANSMISSION “lolat

To: Jennifer Klein, Ann Walker
From: Rima Shore

Number of Pages attached: 7

I have attached a revised outline and timetable, as well as two sample vignettes. The first is based,

in part. on a discussion with Emily Fenichel of Zero to Three about parents’ concerns. It seemed |

sensible to get feedback from you before spending time on other vignettes. I’ll follow up by phone
on Monday. Hope you find these materials helpful. Thanks.

s,

Telephone: 718/246-8222
Return Fax: 718/246-8220
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Record Type: Record

To: Nicole R. Rabner/WHO/EOP

cc: Virginia R. Canter/WHO/EQOP
Subject: Early Childhood Development

Sorry for the delay in getting this information to you. | have attempted to contact the ethics
officials at Education, HHS and National Service. Below | will identify what authority they have and
who the policy folks you are dealing with at each of the agencies should contact with their
questions/to make arrangements for accepting gifts/co-sponsoring an event.

Education
Has gift authority, including solicitation authority. All gifts/solicitations have to be approved in
advance (as early in the process as possible) through either Joan Bardee or Amy Comstock --
401}’309. Also, they routinely co-sponsor events/conferences.

g
HHS
| have been trading calls with the person | need to speak with at HHS. | know that they regularly
co-sponsorship events. Plans to co-sponsor must be discussed with Rick Thomas -- 690-7258.

National Service

My calls have not been returned, but | know they have gift authority. | am assuming that all gifts
must be approved in advance through Barry Stephens or Brit Rapp -- 606-5000, exts. 259, 258,
respectively.

I will update you with more specifics if/when | hear back from HHS and the Corporation.

| hope this information will be helpful to the agency policy people as they are pursuing the options
for getting the "kits" and the report. Let me (or Ginny Canter -- 6-2144) know if you need
additional information.



Nicole R. Rabner

04/07/97 08:04:08 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Jennifer L. Klein/OPD/EOP

cc:
Subject: report

The person to follow up with from Johnson & Johnson re: support for the report is Martha Naismith
-- 408-9482 in D.C. PIs call me for background. Thanks.

Pat Gurier d)t- b 68S
| 53‘/ - éD()p
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH & IMPROVEMENT

NAomMI KARP
DIRECTOR
NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON EARLY
CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION

(202) 219-1586
FAX (202) 273 4768
naomi__karp @ ed.gov

555 NEW JERSEY AVENUE, NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20208 -

U. S. Department of Education
Office of Educational
Research & Improvement

CYNTHIA HEARN DORFMAN
Director - Media and
Information Services

Room 306-C
555 New Jersey Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20208 (202) 219-1556
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Record Type: Record

To: Jennifer L. Klein, Nicole R. Rabner

cc:
Subject: The Latest

Looks like 3pm works for everyone which inciudes:

Naomi Karp at the Department of Education (she is funding this thing from
her office - wrggh‘|§ mg‘ O_ff|c esearch and

Improvement) |7, i _.,phone: {202)219-1586

wrote Carnegie's brain report.
phone: {718) 246-8222

The only thing Rima has seen about the conference so far is the quick
draft outline that | put together. 1 will fax to her the executive order and
the press release on the conference. | imagine that there is much more
clarity on what you may want in the report but it may be helpful as a
starting point. [t is attached below. | think that is it except to say -
WELCOME BACK JEN! take care- jeanine.

The Conference Document - Very Draft Outline
Cover Presidential Seal

Page 1 Letter from POTUS & FLOTUS

Page 2 National Principles for Supporting Parents and Caring for
Our Youngest Children
' (Perhaps get National Organizations to Endorse?)

Actsmpli gh ragnts

Page 3 Acknowledgments

@"136"“ Prologue - What do Parents Need to ' Knag _,_/7// What &re vhe yutifens
Wt Wian + b

Pages 7-9 What the Research Says - Interviews with leaders in the an rwer 'f

field/Synthesis of Findings

Pages 10 -12  Taking Action - Conference Highlights, Key
Recommendations/Announcements/
Summary of Federal Activities

Pages 12-15  Partners in this Work - Summary of what is going on
around the country/national activities/how you can get involved.

Summqv\j/ Whet do Pavirs Nud v Un,w

wa;m VomH ~ hid we spndl More on tmid tave now ov



Page 16 Additional Resources - ie. Starting Points... starting

Please note that this 16 page thing was totally random and after talking
with Rima | think it would be {including illustrations and graphics) more
along the lines of 30 pages.



Pauline M. Abernathy

. 04/02/97 09:09:47 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Jennifer L. Klein/OPD/EOP

cc: Nicole R. Rabner/WHO/EQOP
Subject: Re: conference ,_"'

Are you willing to do

Jen -- We have a three-pager drafted already but it needs to be finished off.
this? It is located on your c/work./wp/pauline/accomps.219 or .220.
released when we announced the date of the conference and Elena's comments on an earlier

version so you can see where she was coming from. Elena is talking to NEC about NEC writing a
much longer accomplisments document based on all the agency submissions in the white binder.
Also, Nicole and | thought one of us should call Duane Alexander directly and ask him to write up

what he sees as NIH's accomplishments.

I will fax you what we

Join -

Thiz 1s & dratst
bttomp . hotm . Pt Feanrne
WDé L%:/Q She lc .
lhn -7m fAlsha H 09(2 P,\_P
LWJ‘S S00C Sl recds

f‘*%‘f‘k Lo LA E/O\Ak
H 'b-H.b-\ oy A/E(, ~bay
'JEC— weetiA A Nt ‘.y\
hoc. oo “P“-—“j%") S»b'\-u's‘ms,
I ol fex yow Eleeas ‘pr\.or-
(omrrdatS on 1‘\ /Phh' M\Lr‘



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON EARLY CHILDHOOD

The following information pertains to the report on the White House Conference on Early
Childhood and the Brain.

Research Priorities Plan

8,500 copies $33,000. (main reasons for high cost=fast
printing time and special
varnishing which required more
times through the press; large type
and white space increased number of
pages)

Early Childhood Conference Report Estimates
Upgraded Printing

81/2x 11

50 pages

4-color cover and text

saddle stitched

8 color photos

3 duotones

80 Ib. white lithocoated cover
70 Ib. white dull coat text

5 screens

100,000 $62,631.

250,000 214,531.

500,000 415,062. i

2,000,000 1,652,647




Standard Printing

81/2x11

50 pages

2-color cover and text
lithocoated cover stock

60 1b. opacified white text stock
5 halftones (black and white)
saddle stitched

100,000 $48,823.
250,000 122,722.
500,000 244,229,
2,000,000 973,270.

Cooperative Efforts

OERI (MIS) will provide design and production at no cost to the White House.

OERI (ECI) will cover cost of contract writing of report.

OERI (MIS managed research dissemination account) may cover $100,000 of printing

Read*Write*Now Kkits.

Production Schedule

Write draft 3 weeks
Expert review 1 week
Edit and production 2 weeks
Printing 2 weeks

(standard printing time 4-6
weeks; fast turn around will
increase printing cost
substantially. Request color
proof, press inspection)



