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In busing debate, keep the focus on education 
By PHILIP GAILEY 

10/02/94 ^ 
ST. PETERSBURG TIMES XX# 

When U.S. Secretary of Education Richard Riley speaks on the state 
of public education, ftfe often invokes the words of John Dewey: "What 
the best and wisest parent wants for his (or her) child, that must 
be what the community wants for a l l of i t s children. Any other ideal 
for our schools . . . destroys our democracy." 

At this moment Pinellas County i s engaged in an emotional and at 
times wrenching debate over proposed changes in i t s court-ordered 
busing plan. I believe most parents know what they want for their 
children. The only question i s whether the educators and the 
politicians, the ministers and community acti v i s t s , the 
opinionmakers and the defenders of the status quo w i l l lead the way 
or stand in the way. 

Contrary to what some may say, this debate is not about 
desegregation. Pinellas schools achieved that 23 years ago. Nor i s 
i t about resegregation. That simply w i l l not be allowed to happen. 
Although some people seem reluctant to acknowledge i t , this debate 
i s about the quality of education our children are getting. The 
issue of desegregation i s l i t t l e more than a convenient diversion 
for those who would rather not confront the reality of what i s 
happening in our public schools. 

I t i s African-American parents who have forced us to focus on 
education - not the white opponents of busing, not the white 
liberals who would prefer to dwell on black-white ratios and social 
ideals. For more than two decades Pinellas schools have been a model 
of desegregation. But in recent years African-Americans have begun 
to look behind the numbers, as impressive as they are, and ask a 
c r i t i c a l question: Why are the schools failing their children? 

That question needs to be broadened to whether the schools are 
failing most children. Something i s seriously wrong in public 
education, not only in Florida, but in schools throughout the 
country. That's why charter schools are spreading where public 
schools have failed miserably. People are willing to try something 
different, to at least risk change. When some people rhapsodize 
about the wonderful education Pinellas schools are providing a l l 
children, black parents especially must wonder i f they are talking 
about the same schools their children attend. Pinellas schools may 
be among the best in the state, but that's not saying much. 

Pinellas school Superintendent Howard Hinesley, responding to 
community dissatisfaction with the present system, has proposed 
changes in the county's 23-year-old busing plan. Though not perfect, 
his plan would promote greater sta b i l i t y in the system without doing 
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serious harm to desegregation. I t would allow more children - black 
and white - to attend desegregated neighborhood schools, reducing 
busing by 20 percent. The plan also would direct more resources to 
schools in low-income neighborhoods. 

African-American children would be the primary beneficiaries of 
many of the changes he i s proposing. Yet, the plan i s encountering 
s t i f f opposition from both African-Americans and white liberals, for 
different reasons. Part of the black community simply doesn't trust 
the education establishment to keep i t s word. I t fears that any 
change w i l l be a step backward, another broken promise. Other 
African-Americans are ready to abandon integration and return to 
neighborhood schools, even i f they are all-black schools, as long as 
they get their share of resources. 

Sadly, some well-meaning defenders of the status quo are stuck 
in 1970. They seem to have trouble really believing that they won 
the battle, that segregated schools no longer exist in Pinellas 
County. They object to the proposal to increase the maximum black 
enrollment in any south Pinellas school from 30 to 40 percent. They 
fear i t would trigger white flight. Never mind that i t would mean 
more children, black and white, would be able to attend desegregated 
schools near their homes. 

Some people s t i l l believe desegregation has to be carefully 
calibrated and achieved through rigid formulas. To them, the raci a l 
ratios set by the 1971 court order are sacred, even magical. The 
existing court order allows a maximum 30 percent black enrollment in 
any south Pinellas school, although a few are pushing 35 percent. 
Hinesley would raise the cap to 40 percent. How much of a difference 
would that make? In a school of 900 students, the new cap would mean 
that the maximum black enrollment could increase from 270 to 360. 
Does anyone really believe that would trigger white flight? 
Remember, a modified court order would s t i l l be a court order. I t 
would have to be enforced, whether the cap was 3 0 percent or 40 
percent. Not one predominantly black school would be tolerated. 

The other emotional bridge some people simply can't bring 
themselves to cross i s the proposal to eliminate the 4 percent black 
minimum in north Pinellas elementary schools. That would create a 
few all-white schools, which would be a setback for the ideal of 
diversity. But i t also would allow more African-American children, 
who have borne most of the busing burden from the beginning, to 
attend desegregated schools closer to home. Is that really so bad? 

The upcoming series of public hearings is an opportunity for 
citizens to cut through the fear, mistrust and old thinking to seek 
answers to parts of the Hinesley plan that may trouble them. Some 
proposals need to be fleshed out with more specifics. For example, 
what would be the implications of the proposed "guaranteed school 
zones" for magnet schools? 

Some people also need to be reassured that the proposal for 
coalition schools i s designed to improve schools that serve 
low-income neighborhoods, not label the children who attend them. 
These schools already are serving children from poverty-stricken 
areas, and about the only thing that would change i s that they would 
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get additional resources to try to improve student achievement. I 
simply can't understand why anyone would want to turn this effort to 
help the children with the greatest needs into a controversy over 
stereotyping. 

The Hinesley plan needs careful study and honest, vigorous public 
debate. There may be room for improvement in some areas. The 
community may need more time to consider the proposals. There's no 
rush. Let's get on with this important work, but let's try to keep 
the focus where i t belongs - on education. 

Philip Gailey i s editor of editorials of the Times. 
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Home Work... 
... for Parents 

By Laura Sessioos Stepp 

P repare to hear a lot thia 
year about parent participa­
tion in schools. Educatioa 

Secrmry Richard Riley has placed 
it at the top of his agenda, saying 
American students would perform 
better if Mom and Dad got more 
mvoived—and stayed involved. 

Ifs the staying thafs the biggest 
problem, according to the nationai 
reawdi orgmzaticn Child Tnoda. 
Odd Trends, usng Educatkn Do-
partmert dtta, reported reetmly ttat 
onlr half of U.S. parents take part ia 
scfaool actmtiea ooce their dddm 
reach nddle school or high seta* 
i I.I nf red to three fourths of < 
tay-schooi parents. 

Educators ate a number of i 
for dedfanig parent attention: greater 
munmr presaures than when the 
children were younger, more untri 
problems, poorer health, mora r» 
iponrtihtifii at work. Also, older cfâ  
dren often aLtively object to the stteok 

•on uiey ooce wetconKo. 
"You're dealing with an 

adidt and you can't do it the i 
you potty tnaied the kkL* says Wsabr 
rngten edocator Dorothy Rkh. 

Stay away, however, ad you : 
anpor your stndeof s 
Rich sod other 
vulved in the QrifiHR^Bd yov 
c« be*> 
aciacvement, > 

Amid be demg at a i 
dnkhen go to i 

\d\ 
al in the home, and Emit television to 
two hours per weeknght. 

In countless other ways 
pareota of older children on booot 
leaning. Here are 
provided by education specialists: 
• Involve youth in making household 
purchases. Give them a list and in-

stiuctiuna on finding the best buy. 
When ccoaidenng a big ten such aa a 
washing machine, ask tt***" to check 
newspaper ads for sales. Compoee 
together a list of questkns about the 
product and then ask then to phone 
several stores for answers, which can 
be written down and compared. 

Havng a party? Your child cai tatty 
the tena that will be needed and the 
coat of each ooe. 
• When you're measuring a window 
for new curtaiaa, or a Soar for new 
carpet, a* your child to figure out the 
dsneunonL im* *n thscuttainaac car­
pet fogttim, after* yuu'it both real 
the direaxna. 
• Sharpen reasoning ddDa by < 
mg famdy ndea. If yow ddd objects 
to a partiadu' decrea, ask for two 

i why it ia a bad nda. then two 
wiflrk makes sense. Explain 

your point of view the snae way. You 
may dedde to keep the rule, but at 
lea* yoar chid wfll know you eonaid-
eredhiaorherade. 
• tt'you're having trouble enfotung a 
partiadB- dure, ask your child to 
e t̂aA B wiibng why ifs not getting 
done. AMatuatlvea abo muat be sug­
gested ta writing with reasons stated. 
Thir not sal? cnaxaafea writing 
akik, it abo may prompt a dialogue 
abont HBethug that has been bother­
ing both you. 
• ffloiheooe in tha Basilar a partic-
alar rranpiiy, nrttaffi your ddd, 
• y l sillfcig a letter cftamphinu 
• Go the ftraiy at least once a week. 
GhodMea tane to browse and hi 
then take boafca home even if yon 
tfank thair fhiwwo are too iliffiruit or 
too OMB, (You can atwaya find soma-
thftig approfxiate to check out as 
wdO Rod a nnic tape or video that 
uaieapuods with the book or boohi 
you ddd ia istereated n. 

policies, medidM^S^'RBad'A* 
big print, read the fine print, but 
read," says Dorothy Rich, who makes 

das suggestion along with many oth­
ers m her book-Megariafe.-
• Encpurage your child to make a 
homework chart recording days cf the 
week down one side and subjects 
across the top. Post the chart. Each 
day after school the child checks the 
subjects asŝ ned for that day and 
later drdes the check to show the 
assignment has been completed. At­
tach a marker or pen to the chart so 
it's always handy. 

Another chart could come in 
handy far long-range projects, 
hei|ang your student plan the 

timing and sequence of work from 
begnnmg to deadline. Don't assume 
the teacher will do that, says Fran 
Litman, director of the Center for 
Parenting Studies at Wbeeiodc Col­
lege m Boston. 

If your high schooler is preparing a 
term paper, ask how you can hdp, 
whether it's arranging a trip to the 
Bknty or photocopying resource ma­
terial. Offer to look over the final 
report if you fed you can be helpful, 
says David Winch, an education spe­
cialist in Boston. 
• Establish early that homework time 
ia quiet laue no tdtvisajn, no phooe 
calls. (Whether music is allowed de­
pends on how your child works best.) 

more. 
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HOME WORK...continued... 

Dunng middJe schod. it's stfl ap­
propnate to look over completed 
homework, says Winch. Once your 
child reaches high school.-you can 
negotiate how often. Every three days 
may work, or you may choose to wait 
until the first progress report. 

Carry on conversations about 
homework, but not when your child is 
in the midst of it If specific questions 
are resisted, be general: What's fun 
about math? What's not? 
• CooMder learning a hobby with your 
ddd— piano, cooking, woodworking. 
Transmitting a sense of mquisitive-
ness, a love of ieamng and a wffling-
aess to be challenged mteflectuaDy 
may be more important than teaching 
specific skills in math or reading, 
seme educators suggest. 
• Continue to attend sehod fanctkaa. 
It natters to the ddd, even if (he or 
she) protBota,* aayo Frin Litawt Nat-
work with poremocf dd&en a grade 
or two higher than jov dakft, •«> 
that you know what tootpett. 
• If yoar daU dgecsa to-jou vote* 
teering n hia ctaoa, find anwhor QBS, 
even if you can vwit only once or twiae 
a year. Tou get tD know the achod 
cultnre, what ifa HK towafli thrô h 
crowded haUs," say* Wiach. *K eaJE-
bshea a concrete conecbon' betwona 
what your ddd doea and what yw 
do." tt aiaa wttmet the noteo ttat 
you tfcnk wky af ion is uupm tauL 

m pyaa of 
So withdan 

the achoofwork begina to. tiat 

to 
grams weekly: 
read and write 
per week from the 
adered the exed, fsushmg third in his high sdiod 
class and entenag Yale Uiuventy on 
an academic srhohnhip. 

Tears later. Canon discovered 
that his mother could not read thoae 
book reports," Diane Scott Jones, a 
Temple University poychoiogy prafesr 
sor, notes in a research paper account 
of Canon. "Parental momtomg oan 
be beneficial even in the absence of 
parental, 

And That s 
An Order 

M yatn a patent aatt 
««ioned at the world's large* Ar-

ywaoyaothma 

U GOL m E. Pta*. co 

naaore van 200 aoklm a t 
taCMhyDMonkaUaltl 

<4 &&f~ waa: 

bated at Fort Bood. 

her 
gO'tv V t f sd^Ota. She 

I'kdtt snl̂ flnt whoao pcrfor-

the studeota portidpataig, 
^e mnber of pufds who metered 

Bod wil kmm aiaij i l^' it 
wan* kai boian he'd teg bar he 
WiBmtD ttrstarand aha'd 
Af. fM te^food. here's what 

ttSttaareiopolved in their kids' 
BveaT and f it tdes an employer to 
otafofefc dtng. thafs cfcsy. Of 
couraa thaf s oaoier in the nditary. 

The pdfce can't call a parent 
and make them be at school,'' he 

£ a»*i says, "and the prindpal can't Bat 
M C h ^ theAiwi 

sodd studiaa, ^ha iaol ooaait aaJ 
aartng hendf in & W 
soya. So r Dldil mmm 
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William Raspberry 

Simple Things Parents Can Do 
The schools that were once havens 

from neighborhood violence and tur­
moil now have turmoil of their own. 
Pnncipals don't know whether to lock 
the icnoolhouse doors, m violation of 
the fire codes, or leave them un­
locked, allowing disruptive and some­
times violent outsiders to come in. 

Parents don t know whether to 
'each their children to walk away 
from trouble—punking out. the 
tougher lods call it—or encourage 
them to arm themselves against trou­
ble they can't control. 

Here's how rough it is: Two Chicago 
teenagers just "executed" an 11-year-
old member of their own gang who 
himself was being sought for killing a 
U-year-oW girl a few days earlier. The 
"execution." by the way, was not for 
revenge but because the boy had 
brought police 'heat" on the gang. 

Given this awful state of affairs, it 
sounded almost naive the other day 
when Secretary of Education Richard 
RJey called for increased parental 
participation as a major element in 
setting the schools nght again. He 
uasn t calling for parent patrols, ei­
ther. He wu asking parents to do 
such ordinary stuff as reading to their 

children, limiting their TV time and 
making sure they attend school. 

You know what? Riley is nght. 
Only an idiot would believe that 

increased study tune would suppress 
the violence that has us on the verge 
of giving up. But the truth ts. for all 
the media attention we necessarily 

The elements of 
school success. 
give it, school violence remains rela­
tively rare. School fatiun is consider­
ably more widespread. (And I. for 
one, believe there is a link, however 
indirect, between the two.) 

Riley's remarks, which accompanied 
the release of a Department of Educa­
tion repon called "Strong Fanubes. 
Strong Schools." were directed not just 
to parents in Axnenca's troubled neigh­
borhoods but to parents of all school-
age children. The gut of his message: 

"Three things over which parents 
exercise authority—student absen­
teeism, the vanety at reading DMten-
als in the home and exceasrve televi­

sion watching—explain . . . aknoat all 
the differences in average student 
achievement across the states." 

As a matter of fact, there is nothing 
new m the new release: it is a distilla­
tion of 30 years of widely accepted 
educational studies. But it is startling 
how much of the evidence points to 
the overwhelming importance of what 
happens at home—for instance, that 
"the single most important activity for 
building the knowledge required for 
eventual success in reading is reading 
aloud to children." or that what par­
ents do at home has more influence 
on their children's academic success 
than how much schooling they've had 
or how much they cam. 

More startling yet: We know it. 
Forty percent of America's parents 
believe they aren't devoting enough 
tune to their children's education. 
Fully 72 percent of children aged 10 
to 13 say they would like to spend 
more tune talking to their parents 
about homework. 

So d the chddren want it and the 
parents know it $ important, whv 
aren't we doing it' 

Riley, who spoke at the National 
Press Club, offered a tew reasons; Too 

little tune, as the number of stay-at-
home parents continues to shnnk: pov­
erty and isolation, which limit afitr-
school access to libraries or muaewnij 
language and cultural barriers. -:, 

But I suspect that the single -big­
gest reason for nomnvolvement is as 
simple as this: Parents don't ^no* 
how important they are to their chil­
dren s academic success, and they 
don't know what to do. This is esj#-
cially true for parents whose cfrii 
education is limited and who. betttlfc 
they don't know the material tHelr 
children are trying to leam. tbnrit 
they can t help them learn it. 

There's a growing list of expetta fe 
effective parenting, from Kerby Alvŷ a 
Los Angeles to Dorothy Rich in Ŵ shr 
tngton. who can teach even gogrfy 
educated parents how to contribute Io 
their children's school success. Th4r 
work is vital, and it needs to be spretiC 

But Riley's reminder is vital, left: 
Even without expertise—even in <the 
face of poverty and violence—parettts 
can be of enormous help if they'gftijy 
show a sustaioed interest in ihgir 
children's schoolwork and enforce 
study tune. 
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Riley's right: Involvemeiit 
to 

South ramtfniaa* who in itie U w of 
bdMvwd Dick Wtay would do « good Job M our lads by tho raot at aodmty. 
V S . Socraeuy at F^irmrto 

But education is. on the wfaote, a looal mat-
tar, aad ffeerofa only ao mocta thai a Cahhiwr 
member in Waahiogton can do. ax least in the 

'• short team. Nevarthalasa, the Socntaiy of 
Education haa the opportunity to focus anen­
tion on broader wmaa relating tq Bcboofra in a 
way that can oaochrace thoaa with more direct 
operanonal control to 

•ly. And hia moat raoan 
^ that Dick Rfley lenowa whaTa «nMC-

: In tha poet-World Waa D ace, the Ac* of 
we bava taodad to 

get mora « w e d . ot t 
do it alone any more 

Thaf a the mrmmmm* Secrtary KUay ia daiiv-

his pradecaaaors. He's •pnafcing fim to par-
€OtS* UT^EQ^ CO CSC B O W lUVO^Vttd w t c b 
their cfaadran. Ha nyv that the ruahed. har-
riod Uvea that parann lead haa seated a attua-
tkm in which *N*a are letxins our chOdm 

aay* parana Med to read more to thair young 
and thaTa not all. Jle i 
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U.S. education secretary 
makes appeal to families 
By RICHARD W RILEY 
U.S. Secretary ofEducation 

V
ery few things are 
more important to 
our children's fu­
ture or to Amen-

:a's future than the quality edu­
cation of our children. 

We believe that the concert­
ed etTorts of entire communi­
ties to create and sustain disci­
plined learning environments, 
where our children can be chal­
lenged to meet high academic 
and occupational sltill stan­
dards, are what will provide 
our children - and America -
with a strong future 

All 
across 
America, 
there are 
communi­
ties which 
are pulling 
together to 
strengthen 
education. 
Parents, 
teachers, 
community 
leaders WILEY 
business leaders, and educators 
in every part of our country are 
starting to work together to im­
prove teaching and learning 
and to improve student 
achievement. 

With passage last spring of 
the Goals 2000: Educate A«en--
ca Act (by a strong bipartisan 
vote in Congress), new opportu­
nities have been created for 
schools and neighborhoods, 
themselves, to accelerate local 
and state improvement efforts. 
But these opportunities for 
educational excellence can 
only be taken advantage of 
through greater family involve­
ment in children's education -
both at school and at home 

At 

I believe that all parents, re­
gardless of income or occupa­
tion, have the capacity and the 
obligation to teach their chil­
dren not only a love of learning, 
but also other critical American 
values such as responsibility, 
respect and hard work. Re­
search shows that all families, 
whatever their income or edu­
cation level, can take concrete 
steps that significantly help 
children leam. And yet families 
are often the missing link in 
American education. 

Many parent, education, 
community and religious organ­
izations are coming together to 
promote greater family involve­
ment in learning, and I. as the 
U.S. SecreuryofEducation. en­
courage such efforts right at 
home - in every neighborhood 
and community. As we work to 
increase strong family-school 
partnerships, we all need to be 
mindful of the pressures par­
ents face and the escalating de­
mands on their time. But I be­
lieve we, as a nation, must rec­
ognize something else as well: 
parents, when they can. need to 
slow down their lives and help 
their children grow. 

As I travel around the coun­
try. I meet many parents who 
are trying hard to do the nght 
thing by their children. They 
are being responsible, juggling 
jobs, trying to squeeze more 

hours into the day They are wor­
rying about their children s safety 
and doing all they can to keep 
their families together 

Yet. some 40 percent of parents 
themselves believe they are not 
devoting enough time to their chil­
dren s education Almost three-
quarters of students between the 
ages of 10 and 13 say they would 
like to talk to their parents more 

about schoolwork. A survey taken 
last year showed that teacners be­
lieve the most important issue ;n 
educational policy is strengtnen-
ing the role of parents m chil­
dren's schooling 

And data cbmpiled by the Na­
tional Assessment of Educational 
Progress shows that three factors 
over which parents exercise au­
thority - student absenteeism, va­
riety of reading materials in the 
home and excessive television 
watching - explain nearly 90 per­
cent of the variation in eighth 
grade mathematics test scores 
among 37 states and the District of 
Columbia. 

Successful family involvement 
is not a sporadic activity It is sus­
tained commitment to instill the 
habits of learning and to set high 
expectations It is making connec­
tions to teachers and schools not 
only when trouble arises but as 
part of the everyday process of 
children s schooling. 

Parents are children's first and 
most influential teachers By read­
ing to children or having them 
read to us by making sure 
homework is done by monitor­
ing television use by knowing 
how children spend their time 
parents can have a powerfully 
positive effect on their children s 
learning. 

Parents can also help children 
by participating in local and state 
efTorts to raise educational stan­
dards. And we can urge schools to 
offer and enroll many more stu­
dents in the challenging courses 
which prepare them for postsecon­
dary education and or a promisu g 
occupation. 

norm.. 
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Scr.oo:- •-'orr,.Tiun:tie5 ana busi-
nes;rj :ar. a.i oe part of a nefAork 
ot' suppor. :or. families and stu­
dents 

Scnoo.i ran reach out to fami­
lies a: convenient nours and pro­
mote family and community in-
^oivement :n helping all students 
to reach nigh standards Commu­
nities can help to make schools 
safe and drug-free provide sup­
pon services for parents and en­
courage volunteers to serve as 

mentors Businesses can adopt 
famiiv-i'nendly ' policies such as 

child care or flexible leave. r.hat 
would make it easier for parents 
to visit or volunteer in schools 

We have joined with more than 
45 different organizations and to­
gether we are identifying success­
ful approaches to strengthen fami­
ly involvement in learning 

Working together, we can rein­
force the central role of the family 
in education - and bring out the 
best :n .-ry child We need your 
nelp 
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Role of Parents in School Activities 
Drops as Children Grow, Study Finds 

By Barbara Vobejda 
WuUttoi Poo Sufl Winer 

As children move from elemen­
tary school into junior high and 
high school, their parents become 
less and less involved in their 
school activities, according to a 
new study on the American fami­
ly. 

By the time they reach high 
school, nearly half of the nation's 
students have parents who stay 
away from class plays, PTA meet­
ings, football games, volunteer ac­
tivities, back-to-school nights, sci­
ence fairs and virtually every 
other school function. 

The study released today also 
finds that working mothers are 

as active in their children's 
school lives as are stay-at-home 
mothers. And mothers who work 
part time or part of the year are 
more involved than full-time 
homemakers. 

Parents of private high school 
students are more likely to be in­
volved than the public high school 
parents, the report said. And fam­
ilies where the child lives with 
both birth parents tend to be 
more active than single-parent 
fai ies or stepfamilies. 

The study, released by the re­
search organization Child Trends, 
is the first to track parental in­
volvement as children age and of­
fers the most detailed evidence to 
date on the issues surrounding 
what many say is a critical compo­
nent in imorovine school success. 

It con­
firms earlier research showing 
that children whose parents are 
active at school are more likely to 
thrive academically and partici­
pate in extracurricular activities. 

While three-quarters of ele­
mentary school parents are either 
moderately or highly involved in 
their children's school lives, that 
drops off quickly at junior high and 
again at high school, researchers 
i i using data from the Depart­
ment of Education. 

The thing that is very~striking 
is the number of parents, when 
asked. 'Did you go to a PTA meet­
ing, a meeting with teachers . . . a 
play, a sports event?'... And they 
said 'No,' " said study coauthor 
Nicholas Zill. "There's this real 

withdrawal in the teen years. They 
almost seem afraid to be parents 
when their kids get oUer.'* | 

Dale Sander, prindpl at Hern-
don High School, agreed that pa­
rental involvement tends to fall off 
by the time students reach second­
ary school, but he doesn't see that 
as a reflection of parental neglect 

"Parents care just as much, but 
there is this feeling parents have 
that they're not wanted (in 
school] by their children," he said. 
" I think mom and dad think, 
•We're in the way.'" 

But Sander added that he has a 
very active group of parents at his 
school, that the students seem to 
enjoy their parents' involvement, 
and that they're better off for i t 

Zill offered several other expla­
nations for the drop-off in parental 
involvement, including lack of mo­
tivation and an unwelcoming 
school environment. 

While many parents are trying 
very hard to do the best for their 
children, Zill said, the km level of 
school involvement is one sign 
that "they're not doing that wen." 

Zill and coauthor Christine Win-
quist Nord wrote* in the report 
that "parents may be yielding too 
much of their influence to their 
children's friends and to other 
forces." Their study, titled "Run­
ning in Place," also offered the 
"disquieting message" that the 
"peer culture in most American 
high schools is working in opposi­
tion" to most goals parents hold 
for their children, including aca­
demic success and avoidance of 
harmful behaviors like smoking 
and drinking. 

"It is hard not to conclude that 
U.S. secondary schools are letting 
American families down in a major 
way," the study said, citing the re­
laxed attitude toward harrnful be­
haviors in many high schools. 

But several Washington area 
principals offered another picture, 
saying when there are negative 
peer influences, it is a reflection of 
society generally and busy fami­
lies with two working parents. 

But the school officials also de­
scribed their own successful ef­
forts to involve parents in school 
activities. 

"We have been really lucky," 
said Sheila Dobbins, principal at 
Earle B. Wood Middle School in 
Rockville. "We have parents 
working in the school library, the 
health room, helping teachers in 
classrooms and some parents 
even volunteer for lunch duty." 

"What we afl appreciate," said 
Janice Mostow, prindpal at Briggs 
Chaney Middle School in Silver 
Spring, "is when we call parents 
and ask for their involvement or 
support and they are able to do it. 
When they're not as able, it can 
be difficult for both them and their 
children." 

The study recommended that 
high schools improve parental in­
volvement by ensuring that there 
are school-family activities for 
those students who are not col­
lege bound and that schools offer 
a welcoming atmosphere, partly 
by having at least one teacher 
who knows each family and stu­
dent well 

Researchers measured involve­
ment by asking parents if they had 
attended a general school meet­
ing, such as PTA, or a school 
event, such as a play or sporting 
activity, or acted as a volunteer. 

If parents said they had done 
none or one of these things, they 
were measured as showing low in­
volvement Those who said they 
had done two types of activities 
were considered moderately in­
volved, and those who reported 
three types were judged to be 
highly involved. 

The study found that families 
with higher incomes and more ed­
ucated parents are more likely to 
be active. Even when differences 
in education and income are taken 
into account families with work­
ing mothers were more likely to 
be moderately involved. 

While there is not a direct rela­
tionship between parents attending 
a back-to-school night and their 
children scoring better on school 
work, involvement is important be­
cause parents are more likely to 
monitor the school, which can lead 
to better coordination, more atten­
tion from teachers and early atten­
tion to problems, the report said. 
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Parents' education interest 
wanes as high school starts 
By Kenneth Eskey 
scnipps HOWMW NEWS senvee 

Most parents are active in edu­
cation when children are young 
but lose interest by the time they 
reach high school — and that's a 
mistake, says a new report on 
American families. 

The report, "Running In Place," 
contends that children of parents 
who stay involved in school-
related activities tend to do better 
in class and take part in more ex­
tracurricular activities. 

"Children need parents who re­
main actively involved right 
through high school," says Child 
H-ends, a private research organi­
zation in Washington. "But many 
of today's parents yield too much 
of their influence to their chil­
dren's friends. And many schools 
do little to encourage continued 
parental involvement." 

The report comes on the eve of 
a campaign by U,Sr r > r " t . 
ment of Education to promote 
more parental involvement in pub­
lic education. 

Among the findings in the re­

port: 
• Working mothers are just as 

active in school affairs as mothers 
who are full-time homemakers. 

• Single-parent families tend to 
be less involved in school affairs 
than families in which the student 
lives with both parents. 

• Parents of students in private 
high schools are more active in 
school affairs than public high 
school parents. 

The report argues that "the so­
cial environment at many of the 
nation's high schools is hazardous 
to a young person's health and dis­
paraging of a love for learning." 

It was written by psychologist 
Nicholas Zill and demographer 
Christine Nord and financed by 
grants from the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation and Nord 
Family Foundation. 

Many of the findings in the re­
port are based on data provided by 
the National Center for Education 
Statistics, the Census Bureau and 
the National Cento- for Health Sta­
tistics. 

The report points out that con­
ditions for family well-being vary 

dramatically from state to state 
and from city to city- * 

Singled out as states with gener­
ally favorable indicators were 
Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, New 
Hampshire, Utah and Vermont. 

States with generally unfavor­
able indicators in the report were 
Louisiana, Mississippi, New Mex­
ico and South Carolina. 

"There is some relation with in­
come, but income is by no means 
the whole storyT Mr. Zill said. He 
noted that some of the richest 
states — New Jersey and Con­
necticut, for example — have de­
pressed cities where poverty and 
family stress are common. 

The study found that 42 percent 
of children in grades 3 through 5 
had parents who attended PTA 
meetings, went to school plays or 
sports events and served on school 
committees; 32 percent had par­
ents who were moderately in­
volved, for a total of 74 percent. 

Percentages of parents highly 
or moderately involved fell to 57 
percent in junior high and 50 per­
cent in high school, surveys found. 
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Getting Parents to Help Their Kids - In School 

By CAROLE FELDMAN 
AP Education Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) - When attorney Kay Rigling wants to take an 
hour o f f to volunteer i n her children's suburban V i r g i n i a 
classrooms, her employer - the Education Department - t e l l s her t o 
take two. 

The department matches each hour of annual leave th a t Rigling 
takes f o r school volunteer work with an hour ofo administrative 
leave. 

" I t j u s t sends a message to department employees t h a t 
volunteering i s i m p o r t a n t s h e said recently. 

As children re t u r n t o school, Education Secretary Richard Riley 
i s launching a major campaign to get families more involved i n 
t h e i r children's education. He c a l l s them "America's secret 
weapon" i n the f i g h t to improve education. 

A d r a f t of the "Strong Families, Strong Schools" i n i t i a t i v e 
describes why: 

-"Studies of in d i v i d u a l families show that a l l f amilies can 
take concrete steps th a t s i g n i f i c a n t l y help t h e i r children succeed 
in school, regardless of income, education or knowledge of the 
English language." 

-" I n t e r n a t i o n a l comparisons show the high academic success of 
students from Asian countries, which many a t t r i b u t e t o the p r i o r i t y 
that families give t o education." 

In an interview, Riley said that greater family involvement can 
raise student achievement, help teachers and princi p a l s do t h e i r 
jobs better and improve classroom d i s c i p l i n e . 

"You don't have to be a whiz i n chemistry or hi s t o r y to help 
your kids," he said. "You j u s t have to care and be involved. 
Often, j u s t t a l k i n g t o children about t h e i r schoolwork on a regular 
basis can send them the message that you value t h e i r education and 
that you expect them to learn." 

Rigling, who worked several hours a month i n the computer lab 
with a daughter's f i f t h - g r a d e class l a s t year, said she would 
volunteer even i f the department didn't match her time because of 
the message i t sends to her two children. 

" I f e e l l i k e i t shows them how important I view education and 
the fact that i t ' s a partnership between parents and the school," 
she said. " I t shows them that even though I work f u l l time, I care 
about them and I make time to be involved i n things t h a t they're 
involved i n . " 

The matching program gives her the option of spending twice as 
much time i n school. " I would love to do i t once every week," she 
said, depending on her workload. 

No one knows exactly how many Education Department employees 
participate i n the program, which has been i n place f o r several 
years. 

Riley i s c a l l i n g on businesses to adopt p o l i c i e s t h a t would 
accommodate school v i s i t s and volunteering, as well as parenting 
and l i t e r a c y t r a i n i n g . I t ' s part of a partnership he sees 
developing among parents, schools, businesses and employers. 

In addition to volunteering at school, the family-school 
initiative sees parents reinforcing learning at home by making sure 
homework i s completed, television viewing i s limited and children 
read and are read to. Mora. 

I t asks communities to provide recreational and c u l t u r a l 



opportunities f o r fa m i l i e s , as well as public services. 
Riley sees the Education Department acting as a resource f o r 

parents. 
"We'll help adults understand how the education system works 

and how they can develop partnerships with schools," he said. 
"We'll provide h e l p f u l t i p s for supervising homework, reading.with 
children, and c u t t i n g down on unnecessary TV viewing. And we'll 
encourage families who can't do the job alone to reach out t o 
others i n t h e i r communities for assistance and support." 
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Rise Of NontraditrOnal Families Sparks Worries About Education 

Concerns about students education are being 
stoked by new Census Bureau findinge that 
half of the nation's children did not have a 
"traditional nuclear fiamily" in 1991. 

Census reported last week that 32.2 million 
children didn t live ia a household containing 
only two natural p fDta and their biological 
offspring. Instead, their homes often included 
a stepparent, a grandparent or a non-relative. 

"More children than ever are spending at least 
part of their childhood in single-parent fami­
lies or other alternative family situations," au­
thor Stacy Furukawa said. She cited women 
bearing children out of wedlock and high di­
vorce rates as causes. 

Some researchers say children's education is at 
stake in fading traditional family structures. 

"More and more kids are going to be in schools 
with unmet needs and family stresses that 

schools are going to have to respond to if 
they're going to be effective," Eugene Roe hike-
part ain, spokesman for the Minneapolis-based 
Search Institute, said in an interview. 

In a 1993 survey of 47,000 sixth- through 
eighth-graders, the institute found that chil­
dren in single-parent families were much less 
likely than those in two-parent families to ex­
press high levels of commitment to schoolwork^ 

One-parent children lagged behind two-parent 
classmates in re ports" of aTUbve-average school 
performance, doing homework at least six 
hours a week, motivation to do well in school 
and plans to pursue studies after high school. 

Educators can head off problems by providing 
children with a "warm and accepting" school 
environment and promoting single parents' in­
volvement in education, Roehlkepartain said. 

Census found that family structures varied by 
race and ethnic group. 

Fifty-six percent of white children had tradi­
tional nuclear families, compared with 38 per­
cent of Hispanics and 26 percent of blacks. 

Only a fifth of children in families headed by 
single mothers had an adult male living with 
them, such as a grandfather or man who was 
not their relative. Roughly two-fifths of chil­
dren living with a single father had an adult 
female in the home. 

The report, The Diverse Living Arrangements 
of Children: Summer 1991." is Census s first 
based on data from the bureau s Survey of In­
come and Program Participation on children s 
living arrangements. 

'The Diverse Living Arrangementa of Children. 
Summer 1991' ia $2.50 from Superintendent of 
Documenta, Government Printing Office, 
P.O. Box 371954, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15250-7954, 
(202)512 1800. Cite stock number 803-044-000-
27 9. -Geoff Camphire 
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Push to get parents into schools 
Riley calls families 'secret weapon' for better education 

WASHINGTON (AP) — When 
attorney Kay Rigling wants to 
take an hour off to volunteer in 
her children's classrooms, her 
employer — the Education De­
partment — tells her to take two. 

The department matches each 
hour of annual leave Rigling 
takes for school volunteer work 
with an hour of administrative 
leave. 

"It just sends a message to de­
partment employees that vokm-
teering is important," she sail 

As children return to school. 
Education Secretary Richard Ri­
ley is launching a major cam­
paign to get families more 
mvoived in their children's educa­
tion. He calls tbem "America's 
secret weapon" in fee fight to im­
prove education. 

A draft of the "Strang Families, 
Strong Schools" initiative de­
scribes why: 

' • "Studies of individual fami-
' lies show that all families can 

take concrete steps that signifi­
cantly hdp their children succeed 
in school, regardless of Income, 
education or knowledge of the 
EngUsh language." 

e "International comparisons 
show the hi eh academic success 
of students from Asian countries, 
which many attribute to the prior-
tty families give to edncatfan." 

In am interview, Riley said 
g reefer ftrtnay invotvetnent can 
raise student achievement, help 
teachers and principal ahd im­
prove classroom discipline. 

"You don't have to be a whiz in 
chemistry or IBstorv to help your 
kids," he said. "Yoe jost hive to 
care and be involved. Often; just 
talking to ehfltren about their 
schoolwork on a regular basis can' 
sendtfttem the me&age that yta 
value the*- educatioa and that 
you expect them to leam." 

Rfgnng, wflo wo rte* aeVeraf 
hours a ftiohth tn Otfccompoter 
lab-ir«had»igWe<»Ttf«h-gm<le 
class last fear, sett she would 

volunteer even if the department 
didn't match her time because of 
the message it sends to her two 
children. 

"I feel like it shows them how 
important I view education and 
the fact that it's a partnership be­
tween parents and the school," 
she said. "It shows them that 
even though I work full time, I 
care about them and I make time 
to be involved in things that 
they're involved in." 

Riley is calling on businesses to 
adopt policies that would accom­
modate school visits and volun­
teering as well as parenting and 
literacy training. It's part of a 
partnership he sees developing 
amoqg parents, schools, business­
es anoempiqyen. 

In addition to volunteering at 
schopl, the family-school initia­
tive sees parents reinforcing 
learning at home by making sure 
homework is completed, tele­
vision viewing is limited and chil-
dren read and are read to. ^ 
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RILEY CALLS FOR PARENTS TO GET INVOLVED IN EDUCATION 
BY RICHARD WHITMIRE: Gannett News Service 

WASHINGTON 

Too many Aaerican schools f a i l to include parents and too aany parents f a i l to 
volunteer, Education Secretary Richard Riley said Wednesday as he unveiled a national 
parent-school network. 

Parental participation in school is a stroneer predictor of how a child w i l l do m 
school than whether a family is rich or poor. Riley said. 

The Education Department reoort. "Strong Families. Strong Schools." pulls together 
numerous research findings on the connection between family involvement and how a child 
oerforms in school. 

Research shows there are three factors that cam predict the differences between 
low-performing students and hiBh-performing students, said Riley. They are: 

- Student absenteeism 

- The variety of reading materials in the home 

- Excessive television watchins 

Riley's report comes only days after a report from Child Trends, a Washington-based 
think tank, also documented the connection between parental involvement and student 
outcomes. 

Amona students whose parents had low involvement in schools. 25 percent repeated a 
erade. compared to 11 percent of those with parents of high involvement. Among students 
*ho were suspended. 21 percent had parents with low involvement, compared to " percent 
with hi eh involvement. 

Rilev's report focused a lot of criticism on television. 

" I am concerned when report after report t e l l s us that reading scores decline at a l l 
erade levels tested when young people go into the 'red zone' of dangej and ̂ atch more 
than six hours of television on a weekday." the education secretary said. 

Parents should know that i t ' s possible and necessary to fight cultural influences 
that detract from their child's education, he said. 

More... 



WHITMIRE, .continued... 

'; he;:eve "nac many oarents feel overwhelmed by a l l the outside influences shaping 
r.he ^ f he i r children." he said. "Thev feel that our popular culture, with its 
current eir.rha^is on making fame a virtue, and often for the strangest of reasons, 
undermines the values they want their children to have." 

Riley announced chat his department would join the 45-iBember National Coalition for 
Parent Involvement in Education to coordinate more parent-school involvement. That 
coalicion includes eroups such as the National Alliance of Business, the National PTA 
and Rovs and Girls Clubs of America. 

Ri lev noted that the Goals 2000: Educate America Act. which President Clinton siened 
in March, calls on schools to promote parental involvement. 

"The essential building block for learning is how the American family uses its 
strength and power to suoport and encourage young people to meet the hizh expectations 
now heme demanded of thdm in the classroom." Riley said. 

Riley's reoort listed several examples of improving the links between school and the 
home: 

- Home-school coordinators in Tennessee v i s i t homes, run meetings to improve 
parenting s k i l l s , and coordinate parental volunteering in schools. 

- Some schools involve parents directly in homework assignments, according to the 
reoort. which praised the TIPS project, or Teachers Involving Parents in Schoolwork. 
Each assimment calls for comments from the parents. 

- Parents as Teachers is a highly successful home visitation program f i r s t launched 
in Missouri. The proaram teaches parents child-raising s k i l l s in home visits and 
throueh small zathenngs in community centers. Independent evaluations of children who 
went throueh the Parents as Teachers program show those children outscore others on 
laneuaee and other school s k i l l s . 

The oresident of the National School Boards Association praised Riley's call for 
increased family involvement in education. 

"The Clinton administration is reaching beyond the usual talk about the need for 
greater family involvement in our children's learning with a coherent plan of action 
intended to attain the national goals of education." said Boyd Boehlje. NSBA president 
and school board member from Pel la. Iowa. 

Put Poehl ie said the success of the national i n i t i a t i v e relies on oarticfoation of 
iocal leadership, including local school board o f f i c i a l s . * 
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Parent Involvement Drops Off After Early 
By Deborah L Cohen 

Parents' involvement in their 
children 3 education drops off 
sharply after elementary school, 
but students' whose parents stay 
involved tend to fare better aca-

New study 
finds older 
students do 
better if parents 
stay involved. 

deimcally and socially, a study be­
ing released this week shows. 

The study, which is baaed on 
data from the U.S. Education De­
partment's 1993 National House­
hold Education Survey, involved 
12,236 parents of children from 
3rd to 12th grade. It showed that 
the percentage of students whoae 
parents were either highly or 
moderately involved in schools 
dropped from 73 percent for chil­
dren ages 8 to 11 to 50 percent for 
those 16 and older 

About 42 percent of children m 
grades 3 to 5 had parents who were 
identified as highly involved— 
meaning they attended P T.A. meet­
ings, plays, sports, and other activi­
ties and volunteered at schools or 
served on school committees—com­
pared with 24 percent of students 
from grades 6 to 12. 

The 6th to 12th graders whose 
parents were highly involved 
were significantly less likely to re­
peat a grade or have behavior 
problems and more likely to take 
part in extracurricular activities. 

While it is natural for parents to 
want children to become self-suffi­
cient as they get older, the study 
shows that they should "balance 
the need for independence with a 
continuing need for involvement," 
said Christine Winquist Nord, a 
co-author of the report and a sen­
ior research associate at Westat, a 
Rockville, Md., consulting firm. 

The report was prepared jointly 
by Westat and Child Trends, a 
Washington-based research com­
pany, with funding from the Rob­
ert Wood Johnson Fbundabon and 
the Nord Fkmily Fbundadon. 

T ê study showed that parents 
with children m private schools 
were more involved than those 
whose children attend public 

schools and that single-parent fam­
ilies and stepfamiltes tended to be 
less involved than families with 
both birth parents living at home. 
Working mothers generally were as 
active in schools as full-time home-
makers, although those who 
worked part time were more active 
than those who worked full time. 

Based on a 1990-91 Education 
Department survey of teachers' 
perceptions, the study ranked 
states on parental involvement in 
schools. The best were Idaho, 
Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, New 
Hampshire. North Dakota. South 
Dakota. Vermont, and Wyoming, 
while those with the lowest marks 

were Alabama, .Arizona. Califor­
nia. Georgia. Hawaii. Louisiana. 
Mississippi, New Mexico. North 
Carolina, and Tfexas 

Peer Problems 

A big challenge for parents, the 
report says, is the negative influ­
ence of peers. A majority of the 
6.504 high school students polled in 
the household survey said their 
school friends thought it was ac­
ceptable to smoke or drink. Large 
numbers said they had easy access 
to cigarettes and alcohol at school. 

Only 38 percent of the students 
in grades 6 to 12 said their friends 
considered schoolwork very im­
portant, and 30 percent said their 
friends thought it was very impor­
tant to behave properly in class. 

Nicholas Zill, a vice president 
and study-area director of Westat 
and a co-author of the report, said 
schools ahouid involve parents in 
fashioning discipline policies. 

He also suggested that schools 
involve parents in developing 
counseling programs for noncol-
lege-bound youths and advised 
restructuring large high schools 
so that teachers can get to know 
students and families. 

The report also suggests that 
schools work harder to accommo­
date parents' schedules. 

The report points out that stag­
nant wages, eroding job benefits, 
increases in unmarried childbear-
ing, and high divorce rates are 
making it harder for families to 
meet children's basic needs, and it 
ranks the statee and 135 ciQee on 
key indicators of family well-being. 

Copies of "Running in Place: 
How American Families Are Far­
ing in a Changing Economy and 
an Individualistic Society1' are 
available for $15 each from Child 
Trends, 4301 Connecticut Ave., 
N.W., Suite 100, Washington. 
D C. 20008. 

Grades 
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Riley: Educators, 
parents must work 
together for children 

By Dan Hoov«r 

WASHINGTON — Education 
Secretary Dick Riley warned of 
an unsettling disconnection be­
tween educators and parents 
Wendnesday and proposed 
strengthening the tie between 
parents and schools. 

Riley had some Dutch uncle 
words for parents and educators. 
For manv administrators. Riley 
said, "parents are less than wel­
come." Instead, he said, they 
snould "reach out to parents as 
panners." 

But he had harsh words for 
-me parents, as well. 

• America .needs to give up its 
gec-it-now. live-for-today mentali­
ty and stan looking down the road 
to make sure that we give all of 
our children the America they de­
serve 

He said that federal officials 
would work with the National Co­
alition for Parent Involvement in 
Education and other groups to in­
crease the role of parents in the 
educational process. 

Riley s remarks came dunng a 
nauonallv televised appearance 
at the National Press Club dunng 

which he released the related stu­
dy. -Strong Families. Strong 
Schools: Building Community 
Pannerships for Learning.'' 

Riley called the repon "a call 
to arms against ignorance and 
against low expectations." 

He said that income and levels 
of parents' education are imma­
terial, that research findings 
show parental pamcipation im­
proves students' learning. 

He suggested a six-step ap­
proach for parents. 

e Taking a time inventory to 
find time to devote to promoting 
the learning process. 

• Setting high standards and 
expectations for their children. 

• Limiting television time to 
two hours maximum per school 
night. 

• Reading together. 
• Making sure children take 

tough courses and satisfactonly 
complete their homework. 

• Seeing that children attend 
school each day and supporting 
school- related community activi­
ties. 

• Setting an example and warn­
ing children of the dangers of 
drugs and alcohol 
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TV makes Jack very dull boy: Education secretary blaaes boob tube for 
dec lining scores, urees parents to set liaits 

Kenneth Eskev: Scripps Howard News Service 

WASHINGTON 

A chi Id who watches too euch television can end up wi th ' 'a very dul I Bind' 'and ' 'a 
very dull and perhaps risky future," Education Secretary Richard Riley said Wednesday. 

Rilev urged parents to limit TV viewing on a school night " to a aaxiBua of two 
hours, even if that means the remote control may have to disappear on occasion.'' 

'n a reoort. Strone Families. Strong Schools. Riley complained that parents spend 
too l i t t l e learning time with children and schools often make parents feel unwelcome 
when thev do show interest. 

nut he reserved his harshest criticism for excessive TV. 

* * I . for one. want to suggest that the teen-ager who is perpetually glued to the 
tuoe is well on the way to having a very dull mind and a very dull - and perhaps risky 
- future.*' he told members of the National Press Club. 

''Television is part of our culture and anyone who has children knows its power to 
mesmerize, captivate, excite . . . and yes. teach as well. But I am concerned when 
reoort after reoort tells us that reading scores decline at all grade levels tested 
when young people . . . watch more than six hours of television on a weekday.'" 

Rilev blamed four aspects of modem life for making it difficult for families to 
become more involved in education: 

* Two-thirds of employed parents with children under 18 say they do not have enough 
t ime for their chiIdren. 

» Manv parents sav they would be willing to spend more time on activities with their 
children if teachers gave them more guidance. 

« language barriers of immigrant families, and hostility by parents who had bad 
school exoenences. limit family-school contact. 

» Many poor neighborhoods lack easy access to libraries and cultural in/t i tut ions. 

Riley said oarents can provide reading material at home and limit TV- watching. 

IVFOBOX 

Heloing with learning 

steos families can take at home to help educate their children: * Read together * 
Limit television viewing * Establish a daily family routine * Schedule daily homework 
times » Monitor out-of-schoo 1 activities * Talk with young children and teen-agers * 
Communicate positive values and character traits, such as respect, hard work and 
resoonsibi1itv » Express high expectations and offer praise and encouragement for 
achievement Source: L'.S. Deoartment of Education 
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Education Chief Urges Parents to Limit 
T V Viewing by Students to 2 Hou rs Daily 

By RoTHELLE SHARPL 
Sia." Reporter of T H E WM_L STREET JOL-RNAL 

WASHINGTON - Education Secretary 
Richard Riley launched a campaign to 
?et parents involved in their children's 
schoolwork. urging them, among other 
things, to limit students' weekday televi­
sion viewing to a maximum of two hours a 
night. 

The teenager who is perpetually glued 
to the tube is well on the way to having a 
very dull mind and a very dull - and per­
haps risky - future." Mr. Riley said in a 
speech here announcing the new National 
Coalition for Parent Involvement in Educa­
tion. The coalition, which includes such 
groups as the National PTA and the Na­
tional Alliance of Business, will offer tips 
to parents and serve as a clearinghouse for 
model school programs that encourage 
family participation. 

Mr Riley cited research showing that 
parents exert enormous control over their 
children's academic success. 

Nearly 9<r< of the difference in 8th 
grade math test scores can be explained by 
three factors that parents influence: stu­
dent absenteeism, variety of reading mate­
rials at home, and excessive television 
watching, according to a study released 
yesterday by the Education Department. 
Family involvement is more important 
than family income, the study said. 

The question of family values" again 

is heating up as a political topic. Mr Riley 
made his speech just one week before the 
Christian Coalition opens a national con 
ference here to discuss its strategy for the 
1994 elections and beyond. At that confer 
ence. former Vice President Dan Quayle is 
scheduled to give an address revisiting his 
famed Murphy Brown speech, in which 
he decried the decline of traditional family 
values in the entertainment world and 
society more broadly. 

In his speech. Mr. Riley said parents 
with strong religious values should be 
involved in schools too. but he argued they 
shouldn't view public education as the 
enemy. T assure you that nothing will be 
gained by tearing down public education 
and making the public-school classroom 
the Bosnia of Amenca s competing fac 
tions. ' he said. When a community is 
divided, the children always suffer. Good 
common sense should tell us that now is the 
time for quiet voices to be heard in the 
search for common ground. 

Mr. Riley urged parents to read to their 
children and to encourage them to take 
rigorous academic courses in school. He 
suggested families take a time inven­
tory" too. examining their schedules so 
they can establish a daily routine and 
carve out more time for family learning. 

Parents also should check their chil 
dren s homework every day. he said, and 
speak to teenagers about the dangers of 
drugs and alcohol. 

Only half the parents of high school 
students are involved in school activities 
like attending class plays, football games, 
or back to-school nights, according to a 
study by Child Trends. Inc.. a private, 
nonprofit research group. Parents of ele­
mentary school students are more active: 
about three-quarters of them are at least 
moderately involved in their children s 
education, the study said. 
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Schools may reach 
out, touch parents 
By Tamara Henry 
USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON - Getting 
families to become more in­
volved in their children's learn­
ing may require teachers to 
knock on doors and schools to 
install telephones in all class­
rooms, says Education Secre­
tary Richard Riley. 

Riley announced Wednes­
day a partnership of parent, 
education and community 
groups to develop ways to get 
families involved in schools. 
Among the partners: the Edu­
cation Department, National 
PTA. National Alliance of Busi­
ness and the 49-member Na­
tional Coalition for Parent In­
volvement in Education. 

Riley insists telephones in 
every class should be "the first 
tool for teachers to have" to im­
prove communication with 
families. He says the teachers 
could use the phone to inform 
parents of their children's 
classroom work, assipunents 
and behavioral proMema. 

But Riley rejects the idea of 
a "family school leave" law 
that would require companies 
to give parents time off work to 
attend school function! 

" I prefer talking with busi-
neaa leaden to do it voluntari­
ly," he says. "That kind of per­
sonal attention and personal 
interest is what works" 

Parental involvement is a 
crucial factor in a child's edu­
cation, studies show. Unfortu­
nately, parents tend to become 
less involved as kids get older. 

Riley points to a new Child 
Trends Inc. study that found 
73% of parens participate in 
school activities when their 
children are ages 8-11, but only 
half visit schools for PTA meet­
ings plays or sdeoce fairs tor 
older children. 

He says a new department 
study found nearly three-quar­
ters of students ages 10-13 
would like to talk to their par­
ens more about schoolwork; 
40% of parents believe they 
are not devoting enough time 
to their children's educatioa. 
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Families Urged to Become More Involved in Children's 
By IRVIN MOLOTSKY 

Special 10 The New York Timp* 

AASHINCTON. Sept. 7 - Educa­
tion Secretary Richard W. Riley 10-
daV called for greater family involve-
mem in schools and said teachers and 
errployers had to be recruited to 
make it work 

The American family is the rock 
on which a solid education can and 
must be built,'' Mr. Riley said as he 
issued a report entitled "Strong Fam­
ilies. Strong Schools." But parents 
- ing alone cannot do the job, he 
said. 

"There is a disconnection between 
educators and parents that needs our 
attention." he said. When parents en­
ter schools, the Secretary said, they 
ofter. find nothing inviting, "nothing 
that suggested that parents were, in 
fact, he true owners of the school " 

Er-.ployers. Secretary Riley said, 
should be more understanding of the 
needj of working parents. "We must 
see rhe value in job-sharing, flex time 
and release time for families to give 
aneruon to the children," he said. 

Schools at the plant site, day care in 
rhe oi'u e. parents working at home 
without stigma or financial loss. 

Mr Riley's presentation, made in a 
speech at the National Press Club, 
both borrowed from and indirectly 
criticized recent Republican Admin­
istrations 

For example, he referred to the 
"rules and moral standards that we 

live by as a nation."' a notion often 
invoked by William J Bennett. Secre­
tary of Education m the Reagan Ad­
ministration 

Asked later about that. Mr Riley 
said. Neither one of us invented this 

issue." and he added. " I share a lot of 
his views about virtues." 

At the same time, Mr. Riley ap­
peared to be repeating Democratic 
accusations against the Reagan and 
Bush Administrations when he said. 
"America needs to give up us get-it-

now, live-for-today mentality and 
start looking down the road to make 
sure that we give all of our children 
the Amenca they deserve." 

Free copies of " Strong Families, 
Strong Schools" can be obtained by 
telephoning 1-800-USA-LEARN. The 
repon is largely a review of past 
studies and summarizes what fam­
ilies, schools, communities, business­
es and government can do to improve 
education. 

Mr Riley said parents should limit 
the time that their children spend 
watching television. At the same 

Education 
time, he said parents had an obliga­
tion to read with their children and to 
spend more time with them instead of 
•letting our children grow up. at 

times, almost alone and disconnect­
ed." 

Employers, he said, should help 
working parents find ways to help in 
their children's education, but he add­
ed that this should be voluntary, not 
through legislation mandating such 
things as flexible working hours 

William Kolberg, president of the 
National Alliance of Business, ap­
peared with Mr Riley and endorsed 
the recommendations Echoing Mr 
Riley, he called on employers to be 
"family friendly companies" but said . 
that each company had to find for 
itself how to accomplish this and that 
there should be no legal compulsion 
involved. 
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Education Chief Seeks 
Wider Role for Parents 
Campaign Will Promote Family Involvement 

By Barbara Vobejda 
W**runtF'Mi P TS' Sun WmfT 

Education Secretary Richard W. 
Riley yesterday announced a major 
uutiauve to acuvely involve families in 
education, saying that parents can 
make a significant difference in their 
children s academic success by read­
ing with them, limiting their rime in 
front of the television and making sure 
they attend school every day. 

Riley, returning to a theme he has 
emphasized in the past, promised that 
promoting parental involvement in ed­
ucation would be at the top of his 
agenda for the next year and said the 
federal government would join with 
dozens of other groups to promote the 
cause. The campaign is still in the 
planning stages, but its organizers 
said they would disseminate informa­
tion about successful parent-school 
programs, organize meetings of busi­
ness and community leaders and help 
schools become more welcoming to 
parents. 

'Thmy years of research tells us 
that the staning point of Amencan ed­
ucation is parent expectations and pa­
rental involvement with their chil­
dren's education, regardless <ji-their_ 
station in life, their income level or* 
their educational background." Riley -
said in a National Press Club speech. 

He urged parents to find extra time 
to leam as 3 family, schedule time dai­
ly to check children's homework, set 
mgh expectations for children and en­
courage them to take tough courses, 
talk to children about drugs and alco­
hol and support community efforts to 
keep young people safe. He suggested 
that parents limit television viewing to 
a maximum of two hours on week-
nights, "even if that means that the re­
mote control may have to disappear 
on occasion." 

The department's efforts are in 
partnersmp with several organiza­
tions, including the National Coalition 
for Parent Involvement in Education, 
the National PTA. the National Alli­
ance of Business, the U.S. Catholic 
Conference and the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Amenca. 

On the same theme. Jesse L. Jack­
son and a coalition of judges, elected 
officials and community leaders yes­
terday launched an initiative in Wash­
ington to get parents to be more ac­
tive in their children's education. 

They are asking parents to sign 

pledges to take their children to 
school on the first day of classes, meet 
teachers, exchange telephone num­
bers with teachers, pick up their chil­
dren's report cards, look at the results 
of every test their children take, and 
turn off the television for three hours 
of study time each night. 

Riley, who raised his concerns 
about the lack of parental involvement 
in his "State of Amencan Education" 
address seven months ago, said that 
since then, he and members of his 
staff have met with 125 groups 00 the 
issue. While the department has not 
set aside funds specifically for this 
campaign, it has requested $10 million 
under the Goals 2000 legislatioo to 
establish parent resource centers in 
every state. 

Riley also released a study. "Strong 
Families. Strong Schools." that cited 
research indicating 40 percent of par­
ents believe they spend insufficient 
time on their children's education. 

That lack ot involvement, he said, 
has several causes, including lack of 
time, inflexible work schedules, lan­
guage barriers, uncertainty about how 
to contribute, the burdens of poverty 
and the "unsettling disconnection" be­
tween educators and families. 

He urged businesses to find ways to 
allow job-shanng, flextime and on-site 
schools and day care. And he asked 
that schools create a welcoming envi­
ronment and use new technology— 
from voice mail to computer prod­
ucts—to get parents involved. 

The study reported that, in com­
paring eighth-grade math test scores, 
researchers found that 90 percent of 
the difference between high and low 
scores could be explained by three 
factors under a parent's authonty— 
student absenteeism, the vanety of 
reading materials in the home and ex­
cessive television watching 

The department cited successful 
programs around the country, includ­
ing the MegaSkills Program, which 
helps parents work with children at 
home, and is being used in the D C 
public schools. In Virginia, the depart­
ment pointed to the Even Start pro­
gram in Richmond, which bnngs dis­
advantaged parents into their 
children's preschool classrooms. In 
Maryland, the department cited a Bal­
timore public school program to send 
home parenting tips 
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RileyiHome life key to school 
Education chief urges parents to slow down, help kids 
9v Carol 'nnerst 
•we «»SHINOTON "IMES 

Three things parents can con­
trol — student absenteeism, the 
vanety of reading materials in the 
home and television viewing — 
make a world of difference in stu­
dents achievement. Education 
Secretary Richard Riley said yes­
terday. 

These factors "are some of the 
strongest indicators we have that 
home life makes a difference when 
it comes to learning," Mr. Riley 
said in a speech at the National 
Press Club, where he announced a 
national effort to get families in­
volved in the education of their 
children. 

" I . for one. want to suggest that 
the teen-ager who is perpetually 
glued to the tube is well on the way 
to having a very dull mind and a 
very dull — and perhaps nsky — 
future.'' he said. 

The secretary acknowledged 
"significant obstacles" to parental 
involvement, including the "dis­
connection" between educators 
and families. 

Tbo often, he said, parents and 
educators 'talk past one another," 
and parents feel that their nght to 

i be full participants in the learning 
process is "ignored, frustrated 
and sometimes even denied." 

"Parents, including those who 
have strong religious values, must 
be at the table when it comes to 
public education.'' Mr Riley said. 
" But they must also be willing to 
build bndges and not see public 
education as the enemy. 

"I assure you^thatop thing will 
be gained by tearintfwmm public 
education and making, the public 
school classroom the Bosnia of 
America's competing factions." 

•I think Secretary RDey is tak­
ing a swipe at families who are 
people of faith," said Beverly 
LaHaye. president and founder of 
Concerned Women for Amenca, a 
pro-family women's organization 
with 600.000 members. 

"The secretary isn't recogniz­
ing that families are concerned 
about their children, that they're 
only in the system a limited num­
ber of years, and they 've got to pro-

Richard Riley says too much 
television makes for dull minds. 

tect them in those crucial years," 
Mrs. LaHaye said. 

"They feel we should build 
bndges. but how long can you do 
that when children are sacnficed 
at the altar of this kind of govern­
ment school? 

"He's putting all the responsibil­
ity on parents. 1 think the educa­
tional system needs to reach out to 
parents, and government schools 
should stan becoming public 
schools for all the people." 

Noting time constraints, Mr. 
Riley urged busy parents to stop 
"rushing around" and to get in­
volved in their children's educa­
tion. 

"Amenca needs to give up its 
get-it-now, live-for-today mental­
ity." he said. "The most important 
single change we need for Amer­
ican education is to find new ways 
to help parents slow down their 
lives. Many parents and other fam­
ily members are stretched to the 
limit, juggling jobs, putting food 
on the table, getting their children 
to safe after-school programs, do­
ing all they can to keep body and 
soul together. 

"But I believe that we are miss­
ing something far deeper in all this 
rushing around. We are letting our 

children grow up. at times, almost 
alone — and disconnected." 

lb combat the time problem, he 
proposed job sharing, flex time, 
release tune, schools and day care 
located where parents work. 

" I also urge educators to give 
special attention to the recent re­
port of the Nauonal Commission 
on Time and Learning called Pris­
oners of Time.' which speaks di­
rectly to how time is being taken 
away from academics during the 
Amencan school day," he said. 

'We will not be able to be first 
in anything — math or science or 
any other subject for that matter 
— if only 41 percent of the school 
day is given over to the core aca­
demic subjects." 

Drawing on a new report titled 
"Strong Families, Strong Schools," 
which documents the connection 
between home life and school 
achievement. Mr Riley said his de­
partment has begun a national ef­
fon to involve families in their 
children's education with the for­
mation of a 45-member National 
Coalition for Parent Involvement 
in Education. It includes the na­
tional PTA, the National Alliance 
of Business, the U.S. CathoUc Con­
ference, and the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Amenca. 

He concluded by giving parents 
homework. The first assignment: 
Thke an inventory of how the fam­
ily is using time. 

Then, he suggested, parents 
should set high academic stan­
dards for their children. limit tele­
vision viewing to two hours on 
school nights, read, make sure 
children take the "tough courses" 
at school, see that they don't skip 
school, and model the values they 
expect their children to emulate. 
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Riley Urges Greater Family Involvement in Education 
By DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Education Secretary Richard Riley has new 
ammunition for his campaign to get families more involved i n 
children's learning - a new report documenting the benefits of such 
interaction. 

Riley says the Education Department w i l l team with the 45-member 
National Coalition for Parent Involvement i n Education and other 
groups to make increased family p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n education a top 
national goal. 

"The American family i s the rock on which a s o l i d education can 
and must be b u i l t , " Riley said i n a luncheon speech Wednesday. 

The secretary has spoken often since February about the need to 
increase family p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n education. I t i s included among 
the eight national education goals enacted t h i s year as part of the 
Goals 2000 i n i t i a t i v e that sets benchmarks for what children should 
be able to do i n English, math, science and other subjects by the 
year 2000. 

Organizations such as the National PTA, the Boys and G i r l s Clubs 
of America, the National Alliance of Business and the U.S. Catholic 
Conference w i l l be included i n the partnership. 

The Education Department report used three decades of research 
to show a corr e l a t i o n between a child's learning and increased 
family involvement, c a l l i n g i t the " c r i t i c a l l i n k to achieving a 
high-quality education." 

Among the report's findings: 
-Pupil absenteeism, the variety of reading material at home and 

excessive t e l e v i s i o n watching - a l l of which can be controlled by 
parents - correlate with differences i n eighth-grade math t e s t 
scores across 37 states and Washington, D.C, on the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress. 

-Reading scores, which have remained f l a t i n recent years, can 
be improved by learning a c t i v i t i e s i n the home. 

-Studies of individual families show that family involvement 
plays a greater role i n pupil success than income or education. 

-The single-most important a c t i v i t y for a child's eventual 
success i n reading i s reading aloud to children. 

Time constraints, uncertainty about becoming more involved, 
c u l t u r a l barriers and lack of support are some obstacles 
confronting many parents, Riley said. 

But they can overcome them by reading with t h e i r children, 
l i m i t i n g t h e i r t e l e v i s i o n viewing, t a l k i n g with them, getting into 
a d a i l y family routine, scheduling daily homework times and keeping 
an eye on t h e i r out-of-school a c t i v i t i e s , he said. 
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Riley Pushing Parents, Schools 
To Form Stronger Partnerships 

Education Secretary Richard Riley yesterday 
launched a national campaign to better involve 
parents in their children's education. 

"More sustained attention needs to be paid to 
that most vital of links: the promise and po­
tential of parents and other family members as 
the more important teachers of their children," 
Riley said during a speech in Washington, D.C. 
"The American family is the rock on which a 
solid education can and must be built." 

Riley promised the parent involvement initia­
tive will consume "much of my effort" in the 
next year, reviving a theme of his state of edu­
cation address this winter* 

Reaching Out 
On the national level, the Education Depart­
ment will be working closely with the National 
Coalition for Parent Involvement in Education 
(NCPIE), which encompasses 45 associations 
representing educators, parents and advocacy 
groups. 

Together, they will develop a long-range plan 
for using resources and encouraging the 
participation. 

INCPIE will be planning how to spread ideas 
for increasing and improving parent involve­
ment in education, Chairwoman Sue Ferguson 
said at a news conference after Riley's speech. 

And ED will be soliciting support from busi­
ness and religious groups for NCPIE's efforts, 
Riley said, adding he and other ED officials al­
ready have discussed the initiative with repre­
sentatives of 125 groups. 

"We're encouraging people to share and par­
ticipate, and we are listening and pulling peo­
ple together," Riley said. 

Riley urged educators to open their doors. 

He criticized, for example, signs on school en­
trances that compel visitors to report directly 
to the office. 

"It's not a big thing, but it's an important tone-
setting thing," he said. "There is nothing 
inviting, nothing that suggested that parents 
are, in fact, the true owners of the school." 

Instead of impersonal signs, schools should use 
every technique they can, including homework 
hotlines, voice mail messages and commuter 
programs, to get "parents more involved in the 
learning process," Riley said. 

" I urge educators everywhere to change those 
signs on the school door that give parents the 
cold shoulder," he added. 

Multiple Choices 
Riley spent much of his speech listing things 
parents can do to encourage student learning, 
such as reading to their children, restricting 
television watching, helping with homework 
and ensuring they take challenging courses. 

The efforts will pay off in improved student 
learning, Riley said, basing his prediction on a 
report detailing 30 years of research that has 
found positive influences of family involvement, 

-David HoflF 
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ED Backs Call For Parent Involvement With Research 
Education Secretary Richard Riley's says a 
mound of research and the successes of inno­
vative programs buttress his call yesterday for 
a national parent involvement campaign. 

"Three decades of research have shown that 
parental participation improves students' 
learning," the Education Department says in a 
report released yesterday. "This is true 
whether the family is rich or poor, whether the 
parents finished high school." 

In the report, "Strong Families, Strong 
Schools,'' ED says parents can promote learn­
ing even in the most mundane daily tasks and 
suggests ways for schools to encourage them. 

Establishing Ties 
ED cites research on the National Assessment 
ofEducational Progress (NAEP) that found a 
strong correlation between students' scores 
and their home life, such as having reading 
materials available and the number of hours 
spent watching television (ED, July 12,1993). 

Students' homes "account for almost all the dif­
ferences" in states' average NAEP scores, ED 
says (ED, June 7). 

Parents should read daily to or with their 
preschool and elementary school children, ED 
says, because research shows that is "the sin­
gle most important activity for building the 
knowledge required for eventual success." 

Parents also can turn shopping trips into 
mathematics lessons and ensure their children 
have a well-lit place to do homework. 

Schools can encourage parents by creating "an 
environment in which teachers and staff make 
parents feel like full partners," the report says. 

That means giving parents access to homework 
assignments through telephone voice mail sys­
tems, training teachers to work with parents 
and holding meetings when parents are able 
attend, such as evenings and weekends. 

Forefront On Home Front 
ED cites numerous local success stories. 

For example, the Buffalo, N.Y., chapter of the 
Urban League donated space for a center 
where parents can take courses on topics such 
as computer literacy and find resources to help 
their children with school work. 

And a New York City program gave illiterate 
parents a videotape explaining the Chapter 1 
program for disadvantaged students and how 
parents can participate. 

Riley said yesterday that he had forwarded the 
report to President Clinton and will make it 
widely available to educators and parents. 

'Strong Families, Strong Schools" is free by 
calling (aOO)USA-LEARN. -David Hoff 
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Parents reading with children 
fashion many happy endings 
School-family 
partnerships urged 

By Mike Bowler 
Sun SuffWmer 

Linda Kleiner had read to her daughter 
when Emily was a child But now Emily was 
13. and Mrs. Kleiner was nervous as she 
agreed to participate In a program called 
Pairing Up for Reading" at Rising Sun Mid­

dle School in Cecil County. 
But with the help of one of Emily's teach­

ers. Mrs Kleiner found the perfect solution. 
'We dug out my old Nancy Drews and made 
reading them a family activity." she said. 
"She related to Nancy Drew. Just as I had 
when I was her age. It couldn t have worked 
better The teachers knew all along, of 
course that kids that age would read with 
their parents It was the parents who didn t 
know It." 

Mrs. Kleiner a mother of four who lives 
near Calvert in northern Cecil, already has 
heard the message delivered yesterday by 
Richard W Riley. U.S. secretary of educa­
tion, who called for a national commitment 
to school-family partnerships. She is a mem­
ber of the Cecil County Home and School 
Committee, which for five years has been 
encouraging cooperation In learning among 
parents, students and schools. 

Wuh small financial help from Cecil 
County schools, businesses and PTAs. the 
committee has organized such activities as 
all-night "pajama parties." at which parents, 
teachers — and even an occasional county 
commissioner — send out for ptzza. read to 
each other and finish the idght tin sleeping 
bag. Other activities are aimed at helping 
parents help their children with homework. 

Baltimore City doesn't throw_pajama 
parties, but the city's Fund for Educational 
Excellence, in cooperation with Johns Hop­
kins University, has been promoting school-
tamily partnerships for almost seven years. 
A pilot program at eight schools has expand­
ed to 45. including all 22 elementary and 
middle schools in the southern area. 

In a city tn which many schools have no 
parent-teacher organizaUons because par­
ents are said to be reluctant to go out at 
night, the "Baltimore Family and School 
Connection' has sponsored "family nights' 
so popular that some parents had to be 
turned away, said Lucretia Coates. program 
development director of the Fund for Educa­
tional Excellence. 

The Cecil and Baltimore City partner­
ships have a common root in Hopkins' Cen­
ter on Schools. Families. Cominunities and 
Children's Learning, which has made a sci­
ence of family involvement In schools. 

The center, headed by Joyce Epstein, has 
identified six major types of Involvement — 
ranging from sending home better informa­
tion to assigning homework that requires 
parent parttdpaOon. 

Secretary Riley yesterday spoke of 
schools "reconnecting' with GunlUes. He an­
nounced the formation of a partnenhlp led 
by the Nadcjui CoaHoon f c r S I « « 2 S S v " 
ment in Education and Including such or-
I T S 1 1 3 ^ ^ N a 0 o n a l t h e Nation­
al Alliance of Business, the U.S. Catholic 
Conference and the Boys and Oris Qube of 
America. 

"We are letting our children grow up. at 
Omea. almost alone - and dtoSonnetfed' 
he said. The education of Americanchd-
dren - their moral development thetr 
smseof citizenship and a c a d ^ c o w t h -

4 1 1 ( 1 This i f not how 
kmllles want to raise their children." 
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PARENT & CHILD 

Success in School 
Called Family Effort 

By CAR IN RLBENSTE1N 

1\SJ week. Nancy Romanchek 
had a bad dream: she was in 

• ihe ievemh grade, and on ihe 
I first day of school, she forgoi 

her locker combmanon and lost her 
class schedule 

Bui she s not among those going 
back io school: Mrs. Romanchek, i i . 
of Langhorne. Pa., is jittery about the 
new school year for her two sons. 
James. 11 and Todd. 7 

James, who is entering the sixth 
grade, is io start middle school today, 
and Mrs Romanchek is so concerned 
about how he II adjust to being in 
school wuh U- and 15-year-olds and 
the influemc ihe older children will 
have on him ihat she is having anxi­
ety dreams, she said. 

Mrs Romanchek is also worried 
about Todd, who she feels has not yet 
been helped to achieve his potential, 
and whether this time he II get a 
teacher who can help him blossom. 

As happens every September as 
schools around the country open, anx­
ious parents are voicing their fears 
and concerns about the school year 
and how well their children will do. 

But now. the first wave of complet­
ed research based on a continuing, 
comprehensive national survey of 
students and their parents, teachers 
and school principals over a decade, 
reveals that parents are justified in 
being concerned, since a grg^t de f̂cof 
the responsibility for children's 
school achievement falls on them. 

Parents can no longer depend on 

schools to look out for their child's 
interests, said Dr Chandra Muller, an 
assistant professor of sociology at the 
University of Texas in Austin, who is 
one of more than 150 researchers now 
analyzing the data from the survey, 
the National Education Longitudinal 
Study "Parents have to be alert 
about what's going on; they have to 
take charge of their children's educa­
tion and participate in an authorita­
tive way," she said That does not 
mean dictating to a child, she said, 
but talking with the child and reach­
ing agreement on family rules. 

I The study, sponsored by the Educa­
tion Department, includes informa­
tion on 26,000 students who were 
eighth graders in 1988. who were ran­
domly selected from 1,057 public and 
private schools. Beginning in 1988, the 
students took standardized tests in 
math, reading, science and social 
studies and answered a broad range 
of questions about their lives. One or 
two of each student's teachers, a 
school principal and a parent were 
also interviewed about the students. 
The testing and interviews were re­
peated when students were in the 10th 
and 12th grades, and the interviews 
continued after graduation. 

"This is one of the first studies ever 
to include so much contextual data, 
with the point of view of children, 
teachers, principals and parents," 
said Dr. Jeff Owings. the chief of the 
Longitudinal and Household Studies 
Branch m the National Center for 
Education Statistics in Washington, 
who is monitoring the study's data. At 
least one more follow-up study is 
planned for 1998. he said. 

Dr. Muller and other researchers 

have compiled some of the findings 
• Students do best in school when 

their parents "take a managerial role 
in relation to the school, viewing 
themselves as being in charge of 
their child's educational career," Dr 
Muller said. 

• Children whose parents talk to 
them about school events or what 
they learned in class do better on 
achievement tests, said Dr Muller, 
whose most recent paper on the work 
will appear as a chapter in "Trans­

forming Schools, J book to be pub­
lished this f j l l hy Guiland Pn'ss 
Thirty-seven percent of the Li^hth 
graders said their parents spoke with 
them about school three or more 
times during the school vear. Dr 
Muller said. The other students said 
their parents discussed the issue only 
once or twice, or not at all, she*said 

• Children whose parents restrict 
television during the week, provide 
music classes outside school and of 
fer some form of adult supervision 

after school also do better on achieve 
ment tests. Dr Muller found Aboul 16 
percent of the eighth graders said 
their parents "often" limn the time 
they spend watching television. In 
addition, children who spend less 
than three hours a day without adult 
supervision have higher test scores 
than those who are unsupervised 
more often, Dr. Muller said 

• Children whose teacher expens 
the class to achieve at a higher than 
average level do better on math and 
reading tests, said Dr. Shelley Dra-
zen, another researcher 

• The more homework that teach­
ers assign, Dr Drazen said, the high­
er the students' achievement level 
When possible, parents should re­
quest a teacher for their child who 
will "expect that the child can suc­
ceed and learn more than a mini­
mum, and one who also assigns a fair 
amount of homework." she said. 

Because Allegra Kaiser's third-
grade class had three different teach­
ers last year at Public School 41 in 
Greenwich Village. Augusta Kaiser, 
45, felt she had to select the best 
teacher for her daughter this year 

"The teacher shapes the year from 
Day One." said Mrs. Kaiser, who with 
the principal chose a teacher she 
hopes will be "understanding and 
sensitive to my daughter s needs 

: Parent & Child, by a variety of 
writers and on a range of family 
issues, now appears periodicalh m 
The Home Section. 
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Boob tube: TV giving 
Johnny Very dull mind' 
Education chief urges limit to viewing 

WASHINGTON — A cinid who 
vatcki too much tekvtdo« eta end 
ap with "a vwy dull mind" tad % 

dull tad ptriup titty htun." 

Riley affcd nreatt to Hmft TV 
vicwhii on Kbod itghli "to • 
maxiaium cf two houn even if that 
otcam the mote eootral oiay have to 
cfcapp—r oc oocMton." 

la a npon. "Stioni PimllUs, 
ftnnf Scfcooh," Hlky oooptauMd 
tkii par«BO ^Mnd too little loniag 
dae with cfafldR* sod that ickoah 
cftca auke partnti Ud anwckoaM 
•hu tkey do ihow inmm. 

But be mcrrad ha hanhetf ariti-
cwnforuoeaivcTY. 

"X for ooe, waat ID wnot that the 
tecn-<fflr who b perpetually titled to 
the tube • vcfl oo the w«y to laviof a 
my don aind and a my dull — aid 
peritapt risky — fetva," ha told 
memben of the Natioaal Prai Ch*. 

Tricviiian k part of our eultun. 
and aajooe who hai childraa know 
its power to neanerise, eaptnala, 
excite... and yet. teach u vail. But I 

wbai wcoit «1W 

npon telh \B thai readini icont 
dadiae al afl grade leveli teeted wbca 
wung people... watch more thaa aii 
houn of teteviaiao oa I wtekday.'' 

May Mined fear aaxcti of 
nodan Ufa for nakiof it difficult tor 
ftmiha to become note involved ia 
educatkn: 

• Tvo-4hirda of empioyed partau 
with children aader II uy they ^ 
aot have cmufh dna for their kitU 

• Many paraau lay they would be 
vUiM to âad oare (tee oa 
acttvttiet with their childfco if 
leaehan pvc then Bora {uidaaoe. 

• Lanfuafe btrrien of iaaii|nat 
fkmilia, and koatihty by paican who 
had ted ichoal cipeneMaa. Hmil 
fcnQy^ehooJ eootact 

• Maay poor seigtAorboodi lack 
aaiy aocaai lo tbraM, cahural 
iaadnidona. hcahh tarviMa aad raere-
atioa. 

Kiley told parena, ngutSm of 
iaoooia, can aiakc tare ddldna |o to 
•chool avary day, provide readiag 
material and Ihenturt la the tone 
aad Ktott the aaouat of TV watcbinc. 

E«plcym can help, he aaid. Sy 
offtring Job-Aari&f and H a time" 
Ijrvartcn. . 

HOMB-IOUCATION 
H I L F U f T 

Hart a* tome atapa htri-
lee can take at tame to halp 
•ducatothairehMdraft 
•feedtefather. 
aUmn teflon viwrfng. 
•Eatabaah a daily famly rou-

• Schaduia dally homework 
tfmat. 
• Mwltor oul-of-achoal aedvl. 
Ite. 
• Tafc with young ehtoen and 

• Convnunicato potMvt vahm 
and character trafta, auch at 
raapact hard work and retporv 
aMty. 
• bp nasi Mgh expactaUone 
and after praba and anoour-
aiemaia TOT acrNwamarn. 
hw»: 01 OvaibMnt af Uueatfw 

"Schooit at the plant the. day cart 
a the office, paratt woridai at bone 
without Kigma or finaaciaJ loea — 
whatever it takca — we accd to OK aD 
of our iaiaaoliy ta (W new way* to 
coaaact faailiee to ±ek children," he 

Riley aaid he b (brmirif a partser-
ehip with the National Coalition for 
Pa/tnt IBTOITODCM ia Education and 
other orpmiatiQBt to bring ftadllet 
more direcdy iato the ktiniaf pr> 
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U.S. ataiafo 

(ftal: Raiŝ  children's 
performance in school 
By NSUIMM Sh«KMrd Jr. 

WASHINGTON 
wry Rich* mt*m a«-

Ms deputioent wifl try to oon-orat* Amertca to offer 
.^r stretched parents more 
work schedules and time 

[to Improve their cbMrenf* edu-
lional per-

Phh mo? a, 
BftdfaWMd-
ex department 
dfat that also 
aba to reduce 
a > tUpe chll-
d :en epend 
w tchiaitetevl-
si n, will etop 
! b o r t o f 

sieking new — ̂  ^ — 
liws to force Bichafd Riley.. 
<ID pi o y e r 
cUangaa, but neterfteteai links par-
ertt inrolvwnent to loxprovod daaa-
rdbm paribnnahoe. i , 

For exampla. Riley dted tHraa 
Ctlorj ovtr which »arent» awrdae 
adttwrtty-amdent absenteainn, tha 
variety of reading malarial̂  in tha 
hama. and excaiaWa talayialon 
wttcHng-as emlaiD&g StTtaccent 
qOhe dSferaace Tjatwam |DO< and 
bad test acorea nathiwiie ao ooa 
etandardized ei«hth-grada jpathe-
matlcs test 

put while nattooal teat acoraa tor 
Oath md sd^jiayejmprgrsd 

rtcent years, reading scoret have 
mouned flat Riley said dpriog a 
spnch In which be focused on TV 
* a pdme culprit 

a. dted Education Department 
Jrtlcs" indicating that 47 percent 

_ n-year-olds watched tetovialon 
tttae or mora hours a day In MM, 
us 16 percental polnta over 1982, 
whila ate paitgnlage of tNn who 
road daily tar ftm Aropped to 71 
percent in 1982 tram 31 percent Ave 
ydars earfiw. 

.. [Rladtav scoraa dedtae at all 
grtde kvda tasted when young pao-

' gp into tha nd una of danpr 
,«atth aaora than tlx boon of 

on on t ww Inlay " he aaid. 
.that atudents ahouid watch 

thin two hoars of lalavl-

But as be reUarated that several 
studiaa have shown that pazental 
partidpadoD cm aigniflcanfly nlse 
student achievemant, ha argued 
that woffcplace dtBunda have bfr 
OOOM an obstada to such involve-
oaant-
Ufaoy paranta and other tfcmlly 

ipembsa an sttetctad to the tontt 
jQHjjng Jobs and putting tood on 
the tabto. hat we m miaalng aoma-
thix« thr deeper tn an this mahlng 
doand—wa are latttnf our chfl-
drwgrow malinoft*i»anddb-
«xi>nertad.-Rflajraaid 

-We moat see ti* value tn Job-
fhartiw ffaHm* tad rwlaaiB tlma 
ty tbmiUae to gtye aaentkn to ft* 
CbUdnn. SctaocE at flba plant aita, 
day care Qa the office, parwata 
working at too* without sOan̂  or 
Qnandhl |deB̂ 4rha|evar Iti***-: 

to find hew wayi to connect fiunl-
lias to- tUfa-'chWren lft tbeea hdctii 
tunea," he saidL " 

TTevery itfreid of a child agad I 
tfcrovgft 9 spent one hour reading 
at working or schoolwork with the 
child five days a weak. American 
parents would annually devote at 
last &7 billion hoars to supporting 
their children's reading" he contin­
ued If i teacher spent the same 
amount of drae, It would cost tax­
payers about £90 bmioa" 

Riley aid ba would not press for 
laws obligating tualnesaes to give 
workers time off, but noted his 
agmcy'a reapcnalbllity "to convince 
busiMsa that it la pood fcr bualneaa 
in czeadiv a fbtura work fbroa that 
ia well-educated* 

William Kofterg, orealdent of Ae 
National Alliance cr Business, aid 
meet busiMeaM already are Quite 
liberal on the use of laavs and had 
Instituted other poOdas to support 

"Most American businesses 
would oppose the federal fovem-
ment txytog to dictate what their 
policies should ba or trying to 
micromanage in fhla context be 
said. 

Riiey uld hia agency's effort 
wouU Invctve a broad-bajed part­
nership ted by the National aieli-
Hon for Parent bvoNamant in Ed­
ucation and Including such 
organizaUons as (he National PTA. 
Ihe National Alliance cf Business, 
the tt 8. Catholic Conference and 
Ite Boys and Oiris Oube of Amert-
OL 
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Educati(m official urges a greater 
parental role in learning 

l;> Darli-ni' Suprrv ille 

WASHINGTON - Armed with a 
r.ew repon on the benefits of in­
creased tamily involvement in chil­
dren s k-arnin^. Education Secretary 
Richard w. Riley urged parents yes-
^crdar just that — get more To"3o 
involved 

He JIS.. ur.nour.cod 'hat his depart­
ment would .'.nr. wnh the 45-member 
National Coalition for Parent In-
volw-mc".: ;n Education and other 
groups TJKC family pamcipation 
in ecucjU'T. j national priority. 

The Amencan family is the rock 
on which a solid education can and 
must be built." Riley said in a speech 
at the National Press Club 

The par:-.e'"hip will include such 
organizat-ons as 'he National PTA. 
the National \!!iance of Business, 
the I ' S Catholic Conference, and the 
Boys and Girls Clubs of Amenca 

The desire to increase family par­
ticipation in education is one of 
eight national education goals Presi­
dent Clinton approved in March as 
part of the Goals 2000 initiative The 
law sets benchmarks for what chil­
dren should be able to do in English, 
math, science and other subjects. 

The Education Depanment report. 
Strong Families. Strong Schools." 

uses three decades of research to 
show the correlation between a 
child's learning and the increased 

involvement ot his or her 'amily. 
calling such interaction the critical 
link" to a high-quality education 

Among the report's findings 
• Three factors that parents can con­
trol — pupil absenteeism, the variety 
of reading material at home, and 
excessive television watching — ac­
count for almost 90 percent of the 
difference in eighth-grade math test 
scores across J" states and Washing­
ton. DC. on the National Assessment 
of Educational Progress 
• Reading scores which have re­
mained flat in recent years depend 
on learning activities in the home 
• Studies of families show that fam­
ily involvement is more important to 
pupil success than income or educa­
tion is. 
• The single most important activity 
for eventual success in reading is 
reading aloud to children. 

The report also tells parents how 
they can become more involved. 

Time constraints, parental uncer­
tainty about how to become more 
involved and what they can do cul­
tural barriers and lack of support are 
obstacles confronting many parents. 

Riley Mild 
But they can overc-m^ • n barr. 

ers by reading with 'he" jr^-: 
limiting their television IOWHU 
talking with them, establishing J 
daily family routine scheduling 
daily homework times and keeping 
an eye on their out-of-school activi­
ties, he said 

Riley also said his department 
would seek to persuade corporate1 

Amenca to giw parents more {lew-
. ble work schedules and '•ne; off v, 
' improve their children's educuCui.. I 
performance 
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Simple Things Parents Can Do 
The schools that were once havens 

from neighborhood violence and tur­
moil now have turmoil of their own. 
Pnncipals don't know whether to lock 
the scnoolhouse doors, m violation of 
the fire codes, or leave them un­
locked, allowing disruptive and some­
times violent outsiders to come in. 

Parents don t luiow whether to 
teach their children to walk awav 
from trouble—punking out. the 
tougher kids call it—or encourage 
them to arm themselves against trou­
ble they can't control. 

Here's how rough it is: Two Chicago 
teenagers just "executed" an 11-year-
old member of their own gang who 
himself was being sought for killing a 
14-year-old girl a few days earlier. The 
"execution," by the way, was not for 
revenge but because the boy had 
brought police "heat" on the gang. 

Given this awful state of affairs, it 
sounded almost naive the other day 
when Secreury of Education Richard 
Riley called for increased parental 
participation as a major element in 
setting the schools nght again. He 
wasn t calling for parent patrols, ei­
ther. He was asking parents to do 
such ordinarv stuff as reading to their 

children, limiting their TV time and 
making sure they attend school. 

You know what? Riley is nght. 
Only an idiot would believe that 

increased study tune would suppress 
the violence that has us on the verge 
of giving up. But the truth is. for all 
the media attention we necessarily 

The elements of 
school success. 
give it, school violence remains rela­
tively rare. School failurt is consider­
ably more widespread. (And I. for 
one, believe there is a link, however 
indirect, between the two.) 

Riley's remarks, which accompanied 
the release of a Department of Educa­
tion report called "Strong Fanuhes, 
Strong Schools," were directed not just 
to parents in Amenca s troubled neigh­
borhoods but to parents of all school-
age children. The gist of hia meaaage: 

Three things over which parenu 
exerciae authonty—student absen­
teeism, the vanety of reading materi­
al* m the home and esccaaivc televi­
sion watching—explain . . . almost all 
the differences in average student 
achievement acrosa the states." 

As a matter of fact, there is nothing 
new in the new release: it is a distilla­
tion of 30 years of widely accepted 
educational studies. But it ia startling 
how much of the evidence points to 
the overwhelming importance of what 
happens at home—for instance, that 
"the single most important activity for 
budding the knowledge required for 
eventual success in reading is reading 
aloud to children." or that what par­
ents do at home has more influence 
on their children's academic success 
than how much schooling they've had 
or how much they earn. 

More startling yet: We know it. 
Forty percent of America's parents 
believe they aren't devoting enough 
time to their children's education. 
Fully 72 percent of children aged 10 
to 13 say they would like to spend 
more time talking to their parents 
about homework. 

So if the children want it and the 
parents know it s important, why 
aren't we doing it? 

RJey. who spoke at the National 
Press Club, offered a tew reasons: Too 

little time, as the number of stay-at-
home parents continues to shnnk: pov­
erty and isolation, which limit aflfcf-
school access to libraries or musewflUj 
language and cultural barriers. -: i 

But I suspect that the single -big­
gest reason for nomnvolvement u aa 
simple as this: Parents don't knoni 
how important they are to their chil­
dren s academic success, and they 
don't know what to do. This is espe­
cially true for parents whose c£hi 
education is limited and who. bettfte 
they don't know the matenal Uteir 
children are trying to leam. thmk 
they can't help them leam it. 

There's a growing liat of exptfta It 
effective parenting, from Kerby Alvŷ o 
Los Angeles to Dorothy Rich in W^h-
tngton. who can teach even gOQriy 
educated parents how to contribute to 
their children's school success. Thdr 
work is vital, and it needs to be spretiE 

But Riley's reminder is vital, to*: 
Even without expertise—even unhe 
face of poverty and violence—pareota 
can be of enormous help if they T&njy 
show a sustained interest in thflir. 
children's schoolwork and enforce 
study tune. 
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FamQy involvement in learning 
enhances student achievement 

By RICHARD W RILEY 

Very few things are more impor­
tant to our children s future or to 
America's future than the quality 
education of our children. We be­
lieve that the concened efforts of 
entire commu­
nities to create 
and sustain 
disciplined 
learning envi­
ronments, 
where our chil­
dren can be 
challenged to 
meet high aca­
demic and oc­
cupational skill 
standards, are 
what will pro­
vide our children — and America — 
with a strong future. 

All across America, there are 
communities which are pulling to­
gether to strengthen education. 
Parents, teachers, community lead­
ers, business leaders, and educators 
in every part of our country are 
starting to work together to im­
prove teaching and learning and to 
improve student achievement. 

With the passage last spring of 
the Goals 2000: Educate America 
Act (by a strong bipartisan vote in 
Congress), new opportunities have 
been created for schools and neigh­
borhoods themselves to accelerate 
local and state improvement efforts. 
But these opportunities for educa­
tional excellence can only be taken 
advantage of throvvh greater fam­
ily involvement in children's educa­
tion — both at school and at home. 

I believe that all parents, regard­
less of income or occupation, have 
the capacity and the obligation to 
teach their children not only a love 
of learning, but also other critical 
American values such as responsi­
bility, respect and hard work. Re­
search shows that all families, 
whatever their income or education 
level, can take concrete steps that 
significantly help children leam. 

And yet, families are often the miss­
ing link in Amencan education. 

Many parent, education, commu­
nity and religious organizations are 
coming together to promote greater 
family involvement in learning, and 
I. as the U.S. Secretary of Educa­
tion, encourage such effons right at 
home — in every neighborhood and 
community. As we work to increase 
strong family-school pannerships. 
we all need to be mindful of the 
pressures parents face and the esca­
lating demands on their time. But I 
believe we, as a nation, must recog­
nize something else as well: Par­
ents, when they can, need to slow 
down their lives and help their chil­
dren grow. 

As I travel around the country, I 
meet many parents who are trying 
hard to do the right thing by their 
children. They are being responsi­
ble, juggling jobs, trying to squeeze 
more hours into the day. They are 
worrying about their children's 
safety and doing all they can to keep 
their families together. 

Yet, some 40 percent of parents 
themselves believe they are not de­
voting enough time to their chil­
dren's education. Almost three-
quarters of students between the 
ages of 10 and 13 say they would 
like to talk to their parents more 
about schoolwork. A survey taken 
last year showed that teachers be­
lieve the most important issue in 
educational policy is strengthening 
the role of parenu in children's 
schooling, i 

And data compiled by the Nation­
al Assessment of Educational Prog­
ress shows that three factors over 
which parents exercise authority — 
student absenteeism, variety of 
reading materials in the home and 
excessive television watching — ex­
plain nearly 90 percent of the varia­
tion in 8th-grade mathematics test 
scores among 37 states and the Dis­
trict of Columbia. 

Successful family involvement is 
not a sporadic activity. It is a sus­
tained commitment to instill the 
habits of learning and to set high 

expectations It is making connec- 1 

tions to teachers and schools not 
only when trouble arises, but as 
part of the everyday process of chil­
dren's schooling. 

Parents are children's first and 
most influential teachers. By read­
ing to children or having them read 
to us, by making sure homework is 
done, by monitoring television use. 
by knowing how children spend 
their time, parents can have a pow­
erfully positive effect on their chil­
dren's learning. 

Parents can also help children by 
participating in local and state ef­
forts to raise educational standards. 
And. we can urge schools to offer 
and enroll many more students in 
the challenging courses which pre­
pare them for postsecondary educa­
tion and/or a promising occupation. 

At the same time, we know that 
the responsibility for expanding 
and deepening family involvement 
extends well beyond families. 
Schools, communities and busi­
nesses can all be pan of a network 
of suppon for families and students. 

Schools can reach out to families 
at convenient hours and promote 
family and community involvement 
in helping all students to reach high 
standards. Communities can help to 
make schools safe and drug-free, 
provide suppon services for parents 
and encourage volunteers to serve 
as mentors. Businesses can adopt 
"family-friendly" policies, such as 
child care or flexible leave, that 
would make it easier for parents to 
visit or volunteer in schools. 

We have joined with more than 45 
different organizations, and togeth­
er, we are identifying successful ap­
proaches to strengthen family in­
volvement in learning. 

Working together, we can rein­
force the central role of the family 
in education — and bring out the 
best in every child. We need your 
help. 

Mr. Riley is U.S. Secretary ofEduca­
tion and former governor of South 
Carolina. i 
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Parents urged 
to help fill gaps 
in education 

us. 
Education 
Secretary 
Richard Riley 
gave American 
parents some 
homework last 
week: Read 
aloud to 
children. Make 
sure students 

are in class. Turn off the television. 
Mr Riley announced a 

partnership last week led by the 
National Coalition for Parent 
Involvement in Educatioa. He 
hopes it will help reach one of the 
nation's eight education goals — 
getting more parents involved. 

The National PTA. the National 
Alliance of Business, the U.S. 
Catholic Conference, and the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of America are taking 
pan m the effort 

"The American family is the 
rock on which a solid education can 
and must be built." Mr Riley said. "I 
have seen examples all over this 
nation where two-parent families, 
single parents, stepparents, 
grandparents, aunts and uncles are 
providing strong family support for 
their children to leam." 

But parents won t succeed 
without help, the secretary warned. 
Without support from their schools, 
their employers and the 
community, they won't be much 
better off than children missing 
parental involvement. 

Active role 
The need for parents to take an 

active role m their children's 
education is clearly established, Mr. 
Riley said. 

"Thirty years of research tells us 
that the starting point of American 
education is parent expectations 
and parental involvement with 
their children's education," be said. 
"This consistent finding applies to 
every family regardless of the 
parents' station in life, their income 
or their educational background." 

A federal repon released by Mr. 
Riley called Strong Families, Strong 
Schools, found that three things 
over which parents have control — 
school absences, TV watching and 
the variety of reading materials at 
home — have profound effect on 
school success. 

These three things account for 
90 percent of the difference in 
student scores between the 
highest-ranked states and the 
lowest-ranked on the National 
Assessment of Educational 
Progress. 

"1, for one, want to suggest that 
the teen-ager who is perpetually 
glued to tbe tube is well on the way 
to having a very dull mind and a 
very dull — and perhaps risky — 
future," the secretary said. 

The secretary acknowledged 
"several significant obstacles that 
interfere with parents," including 
"the sheer drag of poverty." 

But the greatest obstacle is time, 
be said. 
Employers' help 

Employers have to rethink 
inflexible work schedules to give 
parents more time to take pan in 
thair children's education, or 
provide schools and day care at job 
sites. 

Schools also must create 
opponunities for parental 
involvement that recognize tbe 
time constraints parents face. 
Those changes would help address 
"the unsettling disconnection 
between educators and families," 
Mr Riley said. 

Despite educators' comments to 
the contrary, parents still do not 
feel welcome in their children 's 
schools They want to learn how 
they can help more. 

"Many parents feel that their 
right to be involved in school 
policy, to be full participants in the 
learning process, is ignored, 
frustrated and sometimes even 
denied." Mr. Riley said. "They do 
not feel valued, and too often they 
find education jargon to be a 
putdown." 

Joseph Garcia covers public 
education for Tbe Dallas Morning 
News. 



Education secretary pushes 
oarents' school, involvement 
EdiicalMm SeereUry Flchard 

Iller rj lo IndtaMpollt to. 
urach parental liwutvement In , 
hlMrtna education. 

'The Amertaan family la thei 
nek upon whidi a solid educaUoq 

be built.-' Mey aald.lieCMe a / 
lalhertngof parenla. leactwra and' 
rtudenla al Baatbmk Etemndaiy 
Si 

HIT nda Adhere dMn't hear Ihe ' 
wvrtlary'a wwds. but pa matter..'k 
M.e s already abrilevcr. . ; »' | 

With m son In Drat (rtde al 
Baal brook and a 12-year-aid . 
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to see the parental Involvement 
and Ihe grandparcnta' Involve-
mcnl.- Rllry told a amod crowd of 
parent* and reporter*, who galh-
rred under a lent In Ihe science 
park to hear the secretary's re­
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. There are some IMhfi that 
Just dollars and governments 
slone cannot do." add Bayk. who 
soon wll become chakman of Ihe 
National Education Goals Panel, 
an outgrowth of the fedenl Goals 
2000 reform plan. 

Riley said he and FreaMent 
CNnton recopilse thai many fsm-
fles — Including Ihoae headed by 
single parents — are stiydtftM to 
spend lime wNh their chuSenV 
n Ibê pr b working. 

and Ihe wider community. Brooks 
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your hvest spend time wtlh your 
chddren |and| watch then grow." 

Before hia remarks, Riley toured 
East brook's science lab. which 
Prindpal Patricia Brooks said was 
bum wtlh pateMa' help 
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parent praledo at Ihe school. Oth­
ers Include s Dads' Chib for fa­
thers, uncles. Mg brothers and 
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Parents active at the school. In-
ckidhg some who attended an 
earlier reception with Riley. aaM 
fandty Invotvement In education I* 
crudal to children's success. 

"Even If it's Just having hmch 
with your child, that's sill so Im­
portant." said Cindy Benkerl. a 
member of Eastbrook'o parent-
tracker asgH . "It shows 
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Education chief correct 
to-focus on parents' role 

rrs ENlt>URAGING THAT Education Sec� Dick R!!!Y is
launching• crunde to 1et parents morilo.oi'ledin eir ch1ldren'1 
eJ ucatlon. It it well documented that thia 11 one of the 1u1Wt w1y1 to 
bclp a child acel to school. 

Trouble II, childre11 are lncreaaln,>y ,rowin1 up ID home■ 
where both pannt1 wort and when demand• of the workplace 
cl.iim priority. 'nlat'1 whJ Riley 11 alao emphaalzint the need for 
corpor9tiona ID rive parents time d.f and ftelible work schedwa. 
Other considendonl include setti111 up day care at Job 1it111 and aJ. 
lowing p1rent1 ID won at home without sttpna or ftnancJaJ k:u. 

"Whatever It tam, we need to UH all of our tnpnulty to ftnd 
new ways to coonecc famntea to the tr child1"9D in thete hectic dmea," 
RillY Mid. Re•• rlcht. ID thll IP where moat parent, are workinrJ. 
there la much nJue In Jlvinl ta,nJUea more tune and ftexroility a, 

. plJ'tidpate In th!ir children'■ educational dfttlopment. 
Rut don "l be alarmed. Thll dnmt i tnYQl ve any new lelislation. 

No need to fear a Workplace Flexibility and ParntaJ [avolvernent In 
Education Act. Rtley'1 v111oa 1, o/ a ,olmibU'V broad-bued partner• 
ihf p between buatnwea and education orpnwt:lonl web u the 
National Coalition ror Parent Involvement In !dUC1tlon and me Na­
tional Alliance ot Buatnea. 

The value in Riley1 inttl1ttve ii that it ateen the debate la the 
rlQht dJrtction. Pa,entw ml.Ult do more to help prepare their children. 
And bu1ineaN1 lhotlld be ■en1ltift to the IINd for pal"eDtl to work 
flexible acbeda. AltM- all. without I weD-educated workftrc:e. 
corporadona wiD ftnd' It dJMcuk 111 ,aalntala COl'Dpadti'leMU In the 
alobal a11rkeq,Jece. Bv warkl .. tDpl'tw, nerybody wtn1. 

BEST AVAILABLE C�PY 
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Riley Launches Campaign To Spark Parent 
Involvement 

By Mark Pitsch 

Secretary of Education Richard 
W Riley launched a parent-in­
volvement initiative last week 
that he said will draw on the sup­
port of education, business, and 
church groups to enlist parents in 
the fight to improve schools. 

He also released a new Educa­
tion Department report on paren­
tal involvement in education. 

Since February, when Mr. Riley 
declared in a "state of American 
education" speech that parent in­
volvement would be a pnonty. de­
partment officials have convened 
125 meetings here and around the 
country in an effort to bnng di­
verse interests together in support 
of the issue. 

The initiative is not legislative­
ly dnven and the Clinton Admini­
stration will not seek additional 
money for it. However, the Ad­
ministration has sought to pro­
mote greater parent involvement 
in schools by requiring schools to 
address it in plans they will sub­
mit under the Goals 2000: Edu­
cate Amenca Act and some grant 
programs in the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act. 

Rather, said Mr Riley, the ini­
tiative is a partnerehip with var­
ious organizations, with the de-
par tment promot ing and 
coordinating the effort. 

What we re primarily doing ia 
engaging people to share and par­
ticipate,' he said at a news confer­
ence after announcing the initia­
tive in a speech at the National 
Press Club. "We re listening and 
pulling people togther" 

The initiative, Mr Riley contin­
ued, is '"really no set thing But it's 
important for us to set the net 
wide. It's important to say that it's 
zero politics. It's nonpartisan." 

Goals 2000 Connection 

One purpose of the effort. Mr 
Riley acknowledged, will be to 
build support for the Administra-

Moy 

America to 

tion s Goals 2000 strategy and the 
standards-setting movement of 
which it haa become a part. 

Mr. Riley acknowledged that 
some grassroots opposition to 
Goals 2000 haa emerged, but he 
contended that it has resulted 
from "incorrect information" 
about the new law He said of par­
ents who oppose it. "We want 
them involved; that's the best we 
can say." 

In his speech, Mr Riley issued a 
call for all parents to support pub­
lic education It is a theme he has 
emphasized several times this 
year. 

tfM bfcMprint for Ma 
"a chalama to adidt 

"Parents, including those who 
have strong religious values, must 
be at the table when it comes to 
public education." the Secretary 
said. "But they must also be will­
ing to build bridges and not see 
public education as the enemy " 

Chief among the campaign's 
partners is the National Coalition 
for Parent Involvement in Educa­
tion, which compnaes 45 educa-

rrv.. f 



Riley Launches Campaign 
tsun-reijto'i 'jr^jnizationi Its 
chairwoman. Sue Ferguson, said 
the coalition = next step :s to devel­
op a long-range plan that includes 
creatinie a data ba~e of successful 
parent programs and a di=semina-

' tion mechanism. 
Representatives of the National 

PTA. the National Alliance of Busi­
ness, and the U S Catholic Con­
ference also spoke in support of the 
initiative and pledged their orga­
nizations' help. 

Mr Riley spent much of the day 
touting the initiative, including 
appearances on the Cable News 
Network and C-SPAN A depart­
ment spokesman said parent in­
volvement is a theme the Secre­
tary wall reiterate on the road over 
the next several months. 

Research And Strategies 

The report Secretary Riley re­
leased last week offers parent-in­
volvement strategies and pulls to­
gether 30 years of research 
supporting his thesis that "the es­
sential building block for learning 
is how the .Amencan family uses 
its strength and power to support 
and encourage young people to 
meet the high expectations now 
being demanded of them in the 
classroom '' 

In addition to advice for parents, 
the report. "Strong Families. Strong 
Schools." also calls on schools, oom-
mumnes, businesses, and state and 
federal governments to support 
families and make it easier for par­
ents to show interest in their chil­

dren's education. 
It suggests, for example, that 

schools "get nd of jargon to clanfy 
communication.'' that businesses 
"adopt [such] family-friendly poli­
cies (as) child care and flexible-
leave policies." and that communi­
ties "make health, library, and 
cultural services easily accessible 
to the school's neigborhood." 

Mr. Riley first mentioned many 
of the ideas included in the report in 
his February speech, in which par­
ent involvement topped the list of 

four areas the Secretary deemed vi­
tal to Amencan education. 

Sounding a theme from that 
speech. Secretary Riley told mem­
bers of the press club that the re­
port "is both a call to arms against 
ignorance and low expectations 
and it is also a challenge to adult 
Amenca to reconnect with our 
children's education" 

Copies of "Strong Families. 
Strong Schools" are available by 
calling (800> USA-LEARN. 
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Family values need an ally in government 
Former Vice President Dan Quayle Is off on what seems to be the 

start of a run for the presidency in i Wfl. Not surprisingly, his tlieme ia 
"family values." He deplores "deadbeat dads" who abandon their 
children. His mission Is to malce Americans understand that "fathers 
are not Irrelevant" 

There is not a thing In :hose asuMoBi by Quayle that I can 
argue with. I have seen the huge sdvantages that go to a child who 

ovs up vith s mother and father - and especially one lucky enough 
io hare an extended family with educated grandoarents around. And! 
see on one sad occasion after another the troubles and pitfalls that 
surround youngsters who have grown up with just one parent, usually 
the mother, to jive economic support and moral guidance. 

Even as Quayle preaches his brand of virtue, I notice that a Dem­
ocrat, Education Secretary RlchaijUJley, has Issued a report titled 
"Strong Families, Strong Schools." In urging more parental Involve­
ment In their children's education, Riley says, "The American family Is 
the rock on which a solid education can be built." • 

My major problem with Quayle, Riley and the other politicians 
who prescribe strong families with virtuous values as a cure for Ameri­
ca's social woes Is that they never tell us how to make strong again 
those hunUles, those human clusters that are now hopelessly dysfunc­
tional Millions of American youngsters grow up thinking that hthen 

e Irrelevant, not just because their mother got Impregnated by some 
scoundrel who skipped town Immediately, but because divorces-bit­
ter divorces-ire an American way of life. There were 1,187,000 di­
vorces in 1993, and the odds are only 50-50 that a marriage taking 
place today will not end In divorce, 

Many divorces occur because the father is a lousy breadwinner. 
He U not likely to become a prosperous supporter of his old family 
alter divorce, o he does start making good money, It Is very difflcult to 
get s judge to force him to make child support payments. 

Many politicians who scream fcr moje prisons, for no parole br 

Carl 
Rowan 

any offender, Ibr no rehabilitation programs fan to see that the more 
young men they lock up for relatively minor offenses, the more situa­
tions they create where very young women win try to rear children 
without beneflt of a father in the house. We now have 15.6 miUJon 
children growing up in households headed by single females-tbese 
being the poorest, most traumatized households In America. 

There are some supervtrtuous politicians, mostly consenatlve 
women, who argue that our schools and most everything else would be 
better If women accepted again the ides that their place la in the 
home, not on some assembly lne or In some corporate offlc*. 

We now have 56,714.000 women In tbe labor force and 3,MWO0 
more trying to become workers. Thev are not going to abandon the 
world of work, so anyone wanting "strong families win have to find 
ways to accommodate the reality of working women. 

Riley Is trying to convince employers that they make for a health­
ier America If they give their workers "Hex time,'' "release time," day 
care facilities at the work site and other areas of latitude that will free 
then to become Involved in tbe schooling of their children. 

Old virtue becomes Its own reward only when bolstered by laws 
and programs that make virtue viable amidst the harsh realities of 
modern American life. 
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Education chief correct 
ta-focus on parents' role 

ITS ENdOURAGING THAT Education Secretary Pick RUey is 
launching a crusade to get parents morelovolved in their children's 
education. It is well documented that thia Is one of the surest ways to 
help a child excel in school. 

Trouble is, children are Increasingly growing up in homes 
where both parents work and where demands of the workplace 
claim priority. Thafs why Riley is also emphasizing the need for 
corporations to give parents time off and flexible work schedules. 
Other considendons include setting up day care at job sites and al­
lowing parents to work at home without stigma or financial loaa. 

"Whatever tt takes, we need to use all of our Ingenuity to And 
new ways to connect families to their childran in these hectic times," 
Riley aaid. He's right. In this age where most parents are working, 
there Is much value in giving families more time and flexibility to 
participate in their children's educational development. 

But dont be alarmed. Thla doesnt involve any oew legislation. 
No need to fear a Workplace Flexibility and Parental Invotvement In 
Education Act. Riley's vision is of a voluntary broad-baaed partner­
ship between businesses and educatioa organizations such as the 
National Coalition for Parent Involvement in Education and the Na­
tional Alliance of Business. 

The value in Riley's initiative is that it steers the debate in tbe 
right direction. Parents must do more to help prepare their children. 
And businesses should be sensitive to the need fer parents to work 
flexible schedules. After all, without a well-educated workforce, 
corporations will And it difflcult to maintain compotttveneaa in the 
global marketplace. By working together, everybody wins. 
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Starting Right 
. ( Best copy available : 

A REPORT ittued'by the 1J.S. Eductdon Dcpannvcm telU 
ui nothing really new about the important role that parents play 
In their children's education. 

But what it says about the relationship of home and school it 
spells out very clearly: 

• Parena' leading alood to mull chUdren is the lirgle most 
Important activity leading to a chlld'i eventual |uccc« In reading. 

I Family involvement in education, the report says, is more 
imponant to pupil success' than either family Income or the 
family's educational kveL 

• Reading scores can be improved by home learning activities. 
• Parental control of the home — including ma Icing sure 

children get to school, making leading material available and 
limiting television time — has a direct cotfelatioft to test icotea. 

Tha common thread In this (and the report drew on 'jQ yean 
of research) Is.that reading £t fundamental. 

Any patent, even one whose hours at home axe busy, precious 
and limited, can find a little time to read to a child. Even faroi-
lies with limited resources can afford library boob — either to 
read to the children or for the children to read. Surely most 
parenu can exercise control over how many hours are spent 
watching television. 

Educators are told, and most believe, that every child can 
leam. Parents need to believe it, tbo, and to cafe enough to lay: 
the groundwork for a wide world of learning. Teachen can only 
polish the raw material they are tent from home, jt cannot be 
repeated too often that parenu' reading to children at aged Z, 3 
antf 4 ia also JundamcrttaL *• 
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EASIER JD 
Parents or parent key to children's education success 

: A major push spearheaded by the U .̂ 
pepartment 'of EducaUoa to get (amiliea 
Involved ID their ciuidrtn's education is obvi­
ously welcome. But preaentslay eircum* 
staoca make that cause easier declared thaa 
realized. 

Ideally, all parents should be active partid­
pants ia their children's education. As civil 
rights activist Jesse Jackson once said, "A 
scnool system without parents at its founds-
Uoo is just like a bucket with a hole In it" 

Today, the well of parents lavolved with 
their children's educatioa is running too dry. 
In all too many situations the plural term 
"parents" does aot apply. And sad is tbe caae 
where children do have parents but the 

Eirents do not seem to care enough to be 
volved. 
There are sotne quite real obstacles thai 

tend to wi rk against parents trying to be 
earning but active in t leir child's 

those obsti des have become ail-too conve­
nient excuses for some. 
Society is learning well today what author 

and social commentator W.E.B. Du Bois 

Kin ted out; "School Is a desperate duel 
tween ne v souls and old to pass on facts and 

method! at d dreams from a dying world . . . 
without let Ing either teacher or taught lose 
for a mom mf faith and interest It is hard 
work.... It Is never wholly a success without 
the palrista .ing help of the parent" 

The pare ital-lavolveraent effort between 
the Education Department aad a coalition of 
church, bus oess and community groups mer-
itssuppurt n the end. UU tbe family-be it a 
two-perwn w one person household — that is 
the key to t child's success is the classroom. 
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Renewing the family values debate 
It nay have been coincidence br the beginning of 

the 1996 presidential campaign, but the American 
Qeop:e were hit recently with sermons by several pol­
iticians on an oid theme: th* crisis tn ftunily values. 

Prsiident Clinton, former Vice President Oan 
Quayle and *ven Education Secretary Rlchart HÛ y 
delivered xajor addresses on tha topic, and their 
stern moralizing upset some. 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, for one, criticized Clinton, 
argulna that the focus should be on jobs and urban 
renewal "not moral lessons on how to live." 

Jackson is not alone In his skepticism of politicians 
treading on preachers' turf. But ht't half-right at best. 

Jobs and urban renewal are impcrtm but every 
day more Americans sense that the social and moral 
fabric of the country ts disintegrating and needs to 
be restored. Mors than that, they sense that In­
dividuals, taking personal responsibility, must make 
the difference. 

But how? Family values, the preacher pols agreed. 
"It's the ffcmiiy that can rebuild America.'* Quayle 
said in his speech. "We must find ways to strengthen 
the tunily," Clinton declarad in his. 

That's aasily tnough said, but what really can be 
done? As Riley observed in his speech, more fluniltes 
are struggling Just to make ends meet these days and 
the demands on parents' tuna are backbrtaktng 

Meantime, the number of out-of-wedlock births ho 
soared, fathers ar* abandoning responsibility for 
their children and kids ar* killing kids. And as more 
than one commentator has observed la recent yean. 

the last qjartercantury hau teen th* self-fulfilment 
of adults elevated to paramcunt status, with th* well-
being of chJdren decidedly secondary 

Clinton issued the strongest call to action. "The fu­
ture can ba better...." he 'old the National Baptist 
Convention. "Each of us tua a personal, monl re­
sponsibility to nuke it so." <lnd ha challsnged "What 
ar* we going to do about it .Ight now?" 

There ira no simple selutlm but Clinton proposed 
ons essential step: Get involved in children's lives. 
More Americans, he urged, must can for their chU­
dren. leva and discipline thum. show them right and 
wrong by example and counieL 

Rilay was even mora dirsct. B*com* involved in 
your kid'; education, he said, and remain so «ven 
when they are increasingly Independent teenagers in 
high school. Make sure they go to school limit thetr 
television viewing and spend mors tuns with tham 
Instead of "letting our childrta grow up at tlmts. 
almost alone and disconnected." 

Rilay cautioned correctly that parents alone cant 
do the job. and he Issued chailangaa to business exe­
cutives, educators and others to do their pan Indeed, 
families aren't self-contained. They must be sup. 
ported by employers, communities and government. 

Any debate over America's "poverty of values" 
could cosily bum into bipartisan blather. Perhaps th* 
best thing about this nsw rcund of the values dabata 
is the vast area of agreement among tho par­
ticipants—particularly on the need to give time and 
attention .3 the childnn. 
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School reform, at home 
There* a 1-800 

number for 
everything, but 

hcrc'i un importanl 
one: l-SOO-USA-
LEARN. Call and 
you'll get a froc copy of 
the booUcl Strong 
tamilies. Strong 
6< /»ix>/.v. it's about how 
you can make the ichoob better. 

The number is for Goals 2000. the 

for school than all of 
the programs Ihat 
Wnshington or Talia-

could ever 
devise. Mr. Riley, a 
ooatition headed by the 
Rev. Jcste Jackson, 
and other groups are 
Spreading the messaae 
that parents are the 

most important influences in a child's 

THE HOTTEST NUMBER 
Education Secretary Riley iTaMcc 

invites everyone, but 
parents most of all, to 
come back to school 

education. 
stands rd-scttina program of the U.S. That means reading to kids, keeping 
Department of toueatioa. You also ean books available, turning off tbe tclcyi-
rcqucsi other informatioa about schools sion, and, yes. making sure thai kids 
and education. The number is staffed headed for school actually êt then:. 
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays. 

Now that you know, win you do it? 
Ah. that's the problem. Education Secre­
tary Richard Riley has been on the 
slump, campaigning for eommunity 

Mr. Riley wants business to help by 
adopting flexible schedules that let par. 
cms take time off from work to attend 
parenweacher confercnees or volunteer 
in the daisroom. He also sugcesu that 

involvement in the schools, particularly businesses open schools at the work-
involvemcnt of parents in their own place, oich as the ground-breaking 
children's education. school at American Bankers Insurance 

If only children were born holding tm Group ia South Dade, and use technoU 
instruction manual or, aii the least, with ogy such as e-mail to belp parents keep 
a label on their foreheads that said, in touch with ihdr chtWren's schools. 
"Read to me!" That simple act — done Sound ideas, thes*. Is anyone listen-
often — would get mora children ready ing? Is anyone calling? . t 
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SAN JOSE, Calif. — Parent involvement i s a top priority, 
Education Secretary Richard Riley earlier this month. 

Parent involvement i s the most important factor in children's 
learning, said teachers in a Child Trends survey. 

Parent involvement is one of the goals of Goals 2000, the 
federal education reform b i l l . 

But what kind of parent involvement? 
At many schools, the only role for involved parents i s 

chauffeuring on field trips and bringing brownies to the bake sale. 
Seeking a say in curriculum, textbooks or teacher selection i s seen 
as parent interference not parent involvement. 

S t i l l , most schools aren't turning away hordes of involved 
parents eager to serve on committees. They're begging parents to 
show up for back-to-school night, parent-teacher conferences, PTA 
meetings, Thanksgiving pageants and the Spring Sing. Many parents 
can't attend events during the work day. Others lack English 
fluency. 

Parent involvement at school is desirable, but fortunately i t ' s 
not essential. What's absolutely c r i t i c a l i s for parents to be 
involved at home. 

Get your kids to school every day. 
Have books, newspapers and magazines around the house. 
Turn off the TV. 
... and your children w i l l do well in school. 

Let your kids miss a lot of school. 
Make your house a no-reading zone. 
Keep the TV on a l l day. 
... and your children w i l l do poorly in school. 

I t ' s just about that simple, according to "Strong Families, 
Strong Schools," a report by the U.S. Education Department: "Three 
factors over which parents exercise authority — student 
absenteeism, variety of reading materials in the home, and 
excessive television watching — explain nearly 90 percent of the 
difference in performance between high- and low-achieving status." 

I think the other 10 percent is under parental control, too, at 
least for parents who don't wait until the kid is 15 to start 
exercising their authority. 

Riley urged parents to plan their day to create more family 
time, set high standards for their children, make sure their kids 
take challenging courses and do the homework, read together and 
model the kind of behavior they'd like their kids to follow. (Don't 

Kore 



C 0<vY A 
give the no-drugs lecturje while drunk, for instance.) He also 
advocated Ifmiting TV viewing on a school night to no more than two 
hours, which is about 1 1/2 hours too much. 

I think the number one thing is for parents to talk to their 
kids about school, about their day, about everything. These 
conversations often rai,se ethical issues. I f your daughter's 
third-best friend asks, "Am I your best friend?" what should she 
say? A classmate of your son's i s being harassed. What should your 
son do? 

Involved parents don't have to help with homework. They may not 
be able to. But they need to do their job as parents, socializing 
and c i v i l i z i n g their children, so teachers can do their job. 

Parents who are too busy to do that should put their kids up 
for adoption. 

As for getting parents involved with their children's schools, 
I've got an idea: Take Our Dads To School Day. 

In his speech, Riley called for business to give working 
parents time to get involved in their children's schools, and 
announced the department w i l l join a parent-school network to push 
parent involvement. 

Sure, i t ' s a gimmick, but let's ask businesses to give 
parent-workers a day off every school year to go to school, s i t 
through every class, "suit up" in gym, chow down that cafeteria 
food and maybe learn what to do at home to help their kids do 
better at school. 

Parents could participate in "cooperative learning" groups, and 
give teachers feedback on whether these are good training for 
workplace collaboration. They could experience the new new math, 
and see i f i t makes more sense than the old new math. They could 
start to distinguish good ideas from gimmicks. 

Of course, i t would have to be Take Our Dads, Moms, 
Grandparents, Surrogate Parents (and Folding Chairs) To School Day, 
but let's put fathers f i r s t , because they're usually considered 
last. 

Many dads would be more involved in their children's lives i f 
they weren't treated so frequently as though they were dispensable 
or defective. 

I'm not a big fan of Take Our Daughters To Work Day. Our 
daughters (and sons) know a l l too well how hard their parents work 
outside the home, and most have been dragged to mom's work on 
school holidays. Their "self-esteem" would be higher i f parents 
stressed family more and (paid) work less. 

Let's steal the idea and apply i t where i t ' s really needed. 
Give working parents a day to concentrate on the most important job 
they'll ever do. 

###Joanne Jacobs is a columnist for the San Jose Mercury News. 
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Homework for teachers and parents 
Parental Involvement in education haa tn 

mean more than working with the local parent-
teacher associatkm. 

It if what every parent does from the 
moment a child is born. How a parent speaks to 
an infant, disciplines a child, speaks on the 
telephone in the presence ot a teenage son or 
daughter — such things make up the primary 
value-setting education of America'a next 
generation. 

Education, like charity, begins at home. 
The time has come for us all — schools, par­

ents and the' businesses that keep most of those 
parents entirely too busy—to work to close the 
teacher-parent gap. 

U.$. Education Secp*»T w**^ W *" iducaflon i 
haslwen doggedly spreading that message 
month. Parotal involvement is one of two 
goals the CUnton admlnistratkn added to the 
bipartisan national education goals for the year 
2000 launched by President Bush and the 50 
governors, (like other Is academic enrichment 
for teachen.) 

Riley argues persuasively that parental 
involvement helps children's academic perfor­
mance. Xiky's department pulled together 30 
years of research showing that parents who 

Hey 
this 

play ao active rale in their children's learning 
tend to boost those children's grades, as well as 
their delight in bfelong learning. 

Another reason is political Involved parents 
are more likely to make tbe national push for 
goals and standards a grass-roots reality—and 
Riley knows that American schools wfll not 
change without grass-roots agitation. 

But how do schools draw in a cingia mother 
living in public boosing with a hostile attitude 
toward an institution she perhaps dropped out 
of at age 16? Riley's answer Teachen sbould 
consider visiting the home to try to understand 
the child's situation A toogh assignment, but 
before this age of spedalizatkia, teachen 
always did whatever tt took to get through. 

And what about parents whose religious con­
viction tends toward censorship and atxalled 
Creadon Science? Riley*! answer Is that these 
parenu, too, need to be listened ta If a broad 
conversation takes place about how a school is 
governed, a carefully ripened consensus wil] 
hold marginal views in tbeir proper place. 

Schools need to help aB teachers reâ i out to 
all parenu so that they can wort together on 
the gne goal they cmaialy share.- the suooess 
of the child, 




