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In busing debate, keep the focus on education
By PHILIP GAILEY

10/02/94
ST. PETERSBURG TIMES (= 2D

When U.S. Secretary of Education Richard Riley speaks on the state
of pubTTE'EHﬁEEtTUﬂT‘ﬂE’Bften invokes the words of John Dewey: "What
the best and wisest parent wants for his (or her) child, that must
be what the community wants for all of its children. Any other ideal
for our schools . . . destroys our democracy."

At this moment Pinellas County is engaged in an emotional and at
times wrenching debate over proposed changes in its court-~-ordered
busing plan. I believe most parents know what they want for their
children. The only question is whether the educators and the
politicians, the ministers and community activists, the
opinionmakers and the defenders of the status quo will lead the way
or stand in the way.

Contrary to what some may say, this debate is not about
desegregation. Pinellas schools achieved that 23 years ago. Nor is
it about resegregation. That simply will not be allowed to happen.
Although some people seem reluctant to acknowledge it, this debate
is about the quality of education our children are getting. The
issue of desegregation is little more than a convenient diversion
for those who would rather not confront the reality of what is
happening in our public schools.

It is African-American parents who have forced us to focus on
education - not the white opponents of busing, not the white
liberals who would prefer to dwell on black-white ratios and social
ideals. For more than two decades Pinellas schools have been a model
of desegregation. But in recent years African-Americans have begun
to look behind the numbers, as impressive as they are, and ask a
critical question: Why are the schools failing their children?

That question needs to be broadened to whether the schools are
failing most children. Something is seriously wrong in public
education, not only in Florida, but in schools throughout the
country. That’s why charter schools are spreading where public
schools have failed miserably. People are willing to try something
different, to at least risk change. When some people rhapsodize
about the wonderful education Pinellas schools are providing all
children, black parents especially must wonder if they are talking
about the same schools their children attend. Pinellas schools may
be among the best in the state, but that’s not saying much.

Pinellas school Superintendent Howard Hinesley, responding to
community dissatisfaction with the present system, has proposed
changes in the county’s 23-year-old busing plan. Though not perfect,
his plan would promote greater stability in the system without doing
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serious harm to desegregation. It would allow more children - black
and white - to attend desegregated neighborhood schools, reducing
busing by 20 percent. The plan also would direct more resources to
schools in low-income neighborhoods.

African-American children would be the primary beneficiaries of
many of the changes he is proposing. Yet, the plan is encountering
- stiff opposition from both African-Americans and white liberals, for
different reasons. Part of the black community simply doesn’t trust
the education establishment to keep its word. It fears that any
change will be a step backward, another broken promise. Other
- African-Americans are ready to abandon integration and return to
neighborhood schools, even if they are all-black schools, as long as
they get their share of resources.

Sadly, some well-meaning defenders of the status quo are stuck
in 1970. They seem to have trouble really believing that they won
the battle, that segregated schools no longer exist in Pinellas
County. They object to the proposal to increase the maximum black
enrocllment in any south Pinellas school from 30 to 40 percent. They
fear it would trigger white flight. Never mind that it would mean
more children, black and white, would be able to attend desegregated
schools near their homes.

Some people still believe desegregation has to be carefully
calibrated and achieved through rigid formulas. To them, the racial
ratios set by the 1971 court order are sacred, even magical. The
existing court order allows a maximum 30 percent black enrollment in
any south Pinellas school, although a few are pushing 35 percent.
Hinesley would raise the cap to 40 percent. How much of a difference
would that make? In a school of 900 students, the new cap would mean
that the maximum black enrollment could increase from 270 to 360.
Does anyone really believe that would trigger white flight?
Remember, a modified court order would still be a court order. It
would have to be enforced, whether the cap was 30 percent or 40
percent. Not one predominantly black school would be tolerated.

The other emotional bridge some people simply can’t bring
themselves to cross is the proposal to eliminate the 4 percent black
minimum in north Pinellas elementary schools. That would create a
few all-white schools, which would be a setback for the ideal of
diversity. But it also would allow more African-American children,
who have borne most of the busing burden from the beginning, to
attend desegregated schools closer to home. Is that really so bad?

The upcoming series of public hearings is an opportunity for
citizens to cut through the fear, mistrust and old thinking to seek
answers to parts of the Hinesley plan that may trouble them. Some
proposals need to be fleshed out with more specifics. For example,
what would be the implications of the proposed '"guaranteed school
zones" for magnet schools?

Some people also need to be reassured that the proposal for
coalition schools is designed to improve schools that serve
low-income neighborhoods, not label the children who attend then.
These schools already are serving children from poverty-stricken
areas, and about the only thing that would change is that they would
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get additional resources to try to improve student achievement. I
simply can‘t understand why anyone would want to turn this effort to
help the children with the greatest needs into a controversy over
stereotyping.

The Hinesley plan needs careful study and honest, vigorous public
debate. There may be room for improvement in some areas. The
community may need more time to consider the proposals. There’s no
rush. Let’s get on with this important work, but let’s try to keep
the focus where it belongs - on education.

Philip Gailey is editor of editorials of the Times.
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Home Work ...

... for Parents

Washmgton Post Stafl Wriner

By Laura Sessions Stepp
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Simple Things Parents Can Do

Tre schools that were once havens
from neighborhood wviolence and tur-
moil now have turmoil of thewr own.
Pnncipals don’'t know whether to iock
the scnoolhouse doors. 1n violation of
the fire codes. or leave them un-
locked. allowing disruptive and some-
times violent outsiders to come in.

Parents don't know whether to
reach theur children to walk away
from trouble—punking out. the
tougher luds call it—or encourage
them to arm themselves against trou-
bie they can't control.

Here's how rough 1t is: Two Chucago
teenagers Just “executed” an 1l-year-
old member of thewr own gang who
lumself was being sought for kihng a
14-vear-old gurt a few days earlier. The
“execution,” by the way, was not for
revenge but because the boy had
brought police “heat” on the gang.

Given thus awful state of affawrs. 1t
sounded almost naive the other day
when Secretary of Education Richard
Riey called for increased parentai
parucipauon as a major element in
setting the schools nght again. He
wasn't caling for parent patrols, e:-
ther. He was asking parents to do
such ordinary stuff as reading to thewr

children, imiting theirr TV ume and
making sure they attend school.

You know what? Riley 1s nght.

Only an idiot would believe that
increased study time would suppress
the viclence that has us on the verge
of giving up. But the truth s, for all
the media attention we necessarily

The elements of
school success.

give 1t, school violence remains rela-
tively rare. School fadure 13 consider-
ably more widespread. (And I, for
one, believe there is a link, however
indirect, between the two.)

Riey’'s remarks, which accompaned
the reiease of a Department of Educa-
tion report called “Strong Families,
Strong Schools,” were directed not just
to parents (n Amenca's troubled neigh-
borhoods but to parents of all school
age clukdren. The gist of lus message:

“Three things over whuch parents
exercise authority—student abeen-
teeism, the vanety of reading maten-
als in the home and excesmve televi-

sion watching—explain . . . almost all
the differences in average student
acluevement across the states.”

As a matter of fact, there is nothing
new in the new release: it 1s a distulla-
tion of 30 years of widely accepted
educational studies. But it is startling
how much of the evidence points to
the overwhelmng importance of what
happens at home—for instance, that
“the single most important activity for
building the knowledge required for
eventual success in reading 1s reading
aloud to chiidren.” or that what par-
ents do at home has more influence
on their children's academic success
than how much schooling they've had
or how much they earn.

More startling yet: We Anow it.
Forty percent of Amenca’'s parents
believe they aren’t devoung enough
ume to thewr chidren’'s education.
Fully 72 percent of children aged 10
to 13 say they would Lke to spend
more tume tallung to thewr parents
about homework.

So « the chudren want 1t and the
parents know its imporiant, why
aren’t we doing 1t?

Riev. who spoke at the Nationai
Press Club, offered a iew reasons: Too

ltte ume, as the number of stay-at-
home parents continues to shnink: pov-
erty and 1solation. whuch lurut affer-
school access to libranes or mussims;
language and cultural barmers. -

But | suspect that the single g
gest reason for nomunvolvement s as.
sunple as thus: Parents don't knaw
how important they are to thew chyl-
dren's academuc success. and the
don't know what to do. This 18 esgh-
cally true for parents whose v
education is limited and who, beciile
they don't know the matenal thetr
chidren are trynng to iearn. Uxmk
they can't help them learn it. -1

There's a growing lst of experta &
effective parenung, from Kerby Alvy4a
Los Angeles to Dorothy Rich in Wash-
mgton. who can teach even Qqqy
educated parents how to contnbute to
therr chuldren's school success. Ty
work 18 vital, and it needs to be spresil -

But Riley's remunder is vital, too:
Even without expertise—even 1 ithe
face of poverty and viclence —parents
can be of enormous heip if they Tdnly
show a sustained interest 1n A
chuldren’s schoolwork and enforce
study ime.
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Riley’s right: Involvement

leads’to better education

belisved Dick Riley swould do & good job as
US. Secretary of Education. o

Bt ecducation iz, on the whole, a local mar-
- ter, and there’s only 0 much thar a Cabinet

don on broader issues relatng tg schools in a
_way that can motivate those with more direct

operalional coutrol to address them effoctive- -

*ly. And his 008t recant initiative shows claar-
"Iy that Dick Riley knows what's wrong

:  In the post-World War Wage. the Age of the

orderly.

What is needed is engageument in the lives of
our inds by the rest of society. Parents must

ering in a more sweeping
his predecesssors. He’s speaking first to par-

" ents, urging them to get more involved with

their children. He mxys that the rushed, har-
rigd lives that parents lead hes created a situs-
ton in which “we are lening ocur children
Zrow up almaoer alpne and disconnectad ~ He
says parents naed to read more to thair young

~ ones, and that's hot all. ile notes “that thres

parents exercise
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and for families to
give sttantion ™ the children ”
He calls for “schools at the plant
size, day care in the office. par-
ents working at home without
stigma or inancial Joss — what-
ever I wmicas — we nasd o use all of “ourr
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Educarion s-:uuy Dick -Riley shaudd
know the valus of Sung parental Mppart. As
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in his own carusr, his fasher was with him
cvy step of the way.
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U.S. education secretary
makes appeal to families

By RICHARD W RILEY

U.S. Secretary of Education
ery few things are
more important to
our children’s fu-
ture or to Ameri-

a’s future than the quality edu-

cation of our children.

We believe that the concert-
ed etforts of entire communi-
ties to create and sustain disct-
plined learning environments.
where our children can be chal-
lenged to meet high academic
and occupational skill stan-
dards. are what will provide
our children - and America -
with a strong future.

All
across
America.
there are
communi-
ties which
are pulling
together to
strengthen
education.
Parents.
teachers.
community
leaders.
business leaders. and educators
in every part of our country are
starting to work together to im-
prove teaching and learning
and to improve student
achievement.

With passage last spring of
the Goals 2000: Educate Amen-—
ca Act (by a strong bipartisan
vote in Congress). new opportu-
nities have been created for
schools and neighborhoods.
themselves. to accelerate local
and state improvement efforts.
But these opportunities for
educational excellence can
only be taken advantage of
through greater family involve-
ment in children’s education -
both at school and at home.

RILEY

I believe that all parents. re-
gardless of income or occupa-
tion, have the capacity and the
obligation to teach their chil-
dren not only a love of learning.
but also other critical American
values such as responsibility.
respect and hard work Re-
search shows that ail families.
whatever their income or edu-
cation level, can take concrete
steps that significantly help
children learn. And yet families
are often the missing link in
American education.

Many parent, education.
community and religious organ-
izations are coming together to
promote greater family involve-
ment in learning, and 1, as the
U.S. Secretary of Education, en-
courage such efforts right at
home - in every neighborhood
and community. As we work to
increase strong family-school
partnerships, we all need to be
mindful of the pressures par-
ents face and the escalating de-
mands on their time. But [ be-
lieve we, as a nation. must rec-
ognize something else as well:
parents, when they can, need to
slow down their lives and heilp
their children grow.

As [ travel around the coun-
try. | meet many parents who
are trying hard to do the right
thing by their children. They
are being responsible, juggling
jobs, trying to squeete more

hours into the day. They are wor-
rying about their children’s safety
and doing all they can to keep
their families together

Yet. some 40 percent of parents
themseives believe they are not
devoting enough time to their chil-
dren’'s education. Almost three-
quarters of students between the
ages of 10 and 13 say they would
like to talk to their parents more

P-

10

about schoolwork. A survey taken
last vear showed that teacners de-
lieve the most important issue :n
educational policy s strengtnen-
ing the role of parents in chii-
dren’s schooling.

And data cbmpiled by the Na-
tional Assessment of Educational
Progress shows that three factors
over which parents exercise au-
thority - student absenteeism. va-
riety of reading materials in the
home and excessive television
watching - explain nearly 90 per-
cent of the vamation 1n eighth
grade mathematics test scores
among 37 states and the District of
Columbia.

Successful family involvement
1s not a sporadic activity. It Is sus-
tained commitment to instill the
habits of iearning and to set high
expectations. [t is making connec-
tions to teachers and schools not
only when trouble arises but as
part of the everyday process of
children's schooling.

Parents are children’s first and
most (nfluential teachers By read-
ing to children or having them

read to us . by making sure
homework 1s done . by monitor-
Ing television use . . by knowing

how children spend their time.
parents can have a powerfully
positive effect on their childrens
learning.

Parents can also help children
by participating in local and state
efforts to raise educational stan-
dards. And we can urge schools to
offer and enroll many more stu-
dents 1n the challenging courses
which prepare them for postsecon-
dary education and.or a promisirg
occupation.
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Wengiowen pevomd  amies
Crool:  JOMMunities 4nad busi-
N€::¢: Jan a. 0€ part ol a network
of suppor :or.families and stu-
dents o

3Cn00.: Jan reach out ‘o fami-
lies at convenient nours and pro-
mote family and commumnity in-
voivement :n helping all students
to reach nigh standards Commu-
nities can neip to make schools
safe and drug-free. provide sup-
port services for parents and en-
courage volunteers to serve as

(72 S
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mentors Businesses can adopt
famiiyv-rriendly  poiicies such as
child care or flexible leave. that
would make It easier ror parents
to visit or voiunteer 1n schools

We have joined with more than
45 d:fferent organizations. and to-
gether we are identifying success-
ful approaches to strengthen fami-
ly involverment in learning.

Working together. we can rein-
force the central role of the family
in education - and bring out the
best .n - .=2ry child We need your
neip ’
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Role of Parents in School Activities
Drops as Children Grow, Study Finds

By Barbara Vobejda

Washmgton Post Staff Wrater

As children move from elemen-
tary school into junior high and
high school, their parents become
less and less involved in their
school activities, according to a
new study on the American fami-

ly.

By the time they reach high
school, nearly half of the nation’s
students have parents who stay
away from class plays, PTA meet-
ings, football games, volunteer ac-
tivities, back-to-school nights, sci-
ence fairs and virtually every
other school function.

The study released today also
finds that working mothers are

as active in their children's
school lives as are stay-at-home
mothers. And mothers who work
part time or part of the year are
more involved than full-time
homemakers.

Parents of private high school
students are more likely to be in-
volved than the public high school
parents, the report said. And fam-
ilies where the child lives with
both birth parents tend to be
more active than single-parent
fa; es or stepfamilies.

The study, released by the re-
search organization Child Trends,
is the first to track parental in-
volvement as children age and of-
fers the most detailed evidence to
date on the issues surrounding
what many say is a critical compo-
nent in imoroving school success.

It con-
firms earlier research showing
that children whose parents are
active at school are more likely to
thrive academically and partici-
pate in extracurricular activities.

While three-quarters of ele-
mentary school parents are either
moderately or highly invoived in
their children’s school lives, that
drops off quickly at junior high and
agamn at high school, researchers
{  1using data from the Depart-
ment of Education. o
_ “The thing that is very striking
is the number of parents, when
asked, ‘Did vou go to a PTA meet-
ing, a meeting with teachers . . . a
play, a sports event? . . . And they
said ‘No,” " said studv coauthor
Nicholas Zill. “There’s this real

withdrawal in the teen years. They
almost seem afraid to be parents
when their kids get older.”

Dale Sander, princigal at Hem-'

don High School, agreed that pa-
rental involvement tends to fall off
by the time students reach second-
ary school, but he doesn't see that
as a reflection of parental neglect.

“Parents care just as much, but
there is this feeling parents have
that they’'re not wanted {in
school] by their children,” he said.

“I think mom and dad think,
‘We're in the way.’ *

But Sander added that he has a
very active group of parents at his
school, that the students seem to
enjoy their parents’ involvement,
and that they’re better off for it.

Zill offered several other expla-
nations for the drop-off in pareatal
involvement, including lack of mo-
tivation and an unwelcoming
school environment.

While many parents are trying
very hard to do the best for their
children, Zill said, the low level of
school involvement is one sign
that “they’re not doing that well.”

Zill and coauthor Christine Win-
quist Nord wrote' in the report
that “parents may be yielding too
much of their influence to their
children’s friends and to other
forces.” Their study, titled “Run-
ning in Place,” also offered the
“disquieting message” that the
“peer culture in most American
high schools is working in opposi-
tion” to most goals parents hold
for their children, including aca-
demic success and avoidance of
harmful behaviors like smoking
and drinking.

“It is hard not to conclude that
U.S. secondary schools are letting
American families down in a major
way,” the study said, citing the re-
laxed attitude toward harmful be-
‘haviors in many high schools.

But several Washington area
principais offered another picture,
saying when there are negative
peer influences, it is a reflection of
society generally and busy fami-
lies with two working parents.

But the school officials also de-
scribed their own successful ef-

forts to involve parents in school

activities.

“We have been really lucky,”
said Sheila Dobbins, principal at
Earle B. Wood Middle Schoal in
Rockville. “We have parents
working in the school library, the
bealth room, helping teachers in
classrooms and some parents
even volunteer for lunch duty.”

“What we all appreciate,” said
Janice Mostow, principal at Briggs
Chaney Middle Schoo! in Siiver
Spring, “is when we call parents
and ask for their involvement or
support and they are able to do it.
When they’re not as able, it can

 be difficult for both them and their

children.”

The study recommended that
high schools improve parental in-
volvement by ensuring that there
are school-family activities for
those students who are not col-
lege bound and that schools offer
a welcoming atmosphere, partly
by having at least one teacher
who knows each family and stu-
dent well.

Researchers measured involve-
ment by asking parents if they had
attended a general school meet-
ing, such as PTA, or a school
event, such as a play or sporting
activity, or acted as a volunteer.

If parents said they had done
none or one of these things, they
were measured as showing low in-
volvement. Those who said they
had done two types of activities
were considered moderately in-
volved, and those who reported
three types were judged to be
highly involved.

The study found that famlies
with higher incomes and more ed-
ucated parents are more likely to
be active. Even when differences
in education and income are taken
into account, families with work-
ing mothers were more likely to
be moderately involved.

While there is not a direct rela-
tionship between parents attending
a back-to-school night and their-
children scoring better on school
work, involvement is important be-
cause parents are more likely to
monitor the school, which can lead
to better coordination. more atten-
tion from teachers and early atten-
tion to problems, the report said.
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Parents’ education interest
wanes as high school starts

By Kenneth Eskey

SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS SERVICE

Most parents are active in edu-
cation when children are young
but lose interest by the time they
reach high school — and that’s a
mistake, says a new report on
American families.

The report, “Running In Place,”
contends that children of parents
who stay involved in school-
related activities tend to do better
in class and take part in more ex-
tracurricular activities.

“Children need parents who re-
main actively involved right
through high school,” says Child
Trends, a private research organi-
zation in Washington. “But many
of today's parents yield too much
of their influence to their chil-
dren's friends. And many schools
do little to encourage continued
parental involvement.”

The report comes on the eve of
a campaign by the JLS..Depart:

nt_of Education to promote
more parental involvement in pub-
lic education.

Among the findings in the re-

. OWorkmg mothers are just as
active in school affairs as mothers
who are full-time homemakers.

o Single-parent families tend to
be less involved in school affairs
than families in which the student

lives with both parents

o Parents of students in private
high schools are more active in
school affairs than public high
school parents.

The report argues that “the so-
cial environment at many of the
nation’s high schools is hazardous
to a young person'’s heaith and dis-
paraging of a love for learning.”

It was written by psychologist
Nicholas Zill and demographer
Christine Nord and financed by
grants from the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation and Nord
Family Foundation.

Many of the findings in the re-
port are based on data provided by
the National Center for Education
Statistics, the Census Bureau and
the National Center for Health Sta-

‘tistics.

The report points out that con-
ditions for family well-being vary

dramctically from state to state
and from city to city.

Singled out as states with gener-
ally favorable indicators were
Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, New
Hampshire, Utah and Vermont.

States with generally unfavor-
able indicators in the report were
Louisiana, Mississippi, New Mex-
ico and South Carolina.

“There is some relation with in-
come, but income is by no means
the whole story,” Mr. Zill said. He
noted that some of the richest
states — New Jersey and Con-
necticut, for example — have de-
pressed cities where poverty and
family stress are common.

The study found that 42 percent
of children in grades 3 through 5§
had parents who attended PTA
meetings, went to school plays or
sports events and served on school
committees; 32 percent had par-
ents who were moderately in-
volved, for a total of 74 percent.

Percentages of parents highly
or moderately involved fell to 57
percent in junior high and S0 per-
cent in high school, surveys found.
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Getting Parents to Help Their Kids - In School

By CAROLE FELDMAN
AP Education Writer .

WASHINGTON (AP) - When attorney Kay Rigling wants to take an
hour off to volunteer in her children’s suburban Virginia
classrooms, her employer - the Education Department - tells her to
take two.

The department matches each hour of annual leave that Rigling
takes for school volunteer work with an hour of. administrative
leave.

"It just sends a message to department employees that
volunteering is important," she said recently.

As children return to school, Education Secreta Ric
is launching a major campaign to get families more involved in
their children’s education. He calls them "America’s secret
weapon" in the fight to improve education.

A draft of the "Strong Families, Strong Schools" initiative
describes why: -

-"Studies of individual families show that all families can
take concrete steps that significantly help their children succeed
in school, regardless of income, education or knowledge of the
English language." '

-"International comparisons show the high academic success of
students from Asian countries, which many attribute to the priority
that families give to education."

In an interview, Riley said that greater family involvement can
raise student achievement, help teachers and principals do their -
jobs better and improve classroom discipline.

"You don’t have to be a whiz in chemistry or history to help
your kids," he said. "You just have to care and be involved.

Often, just talking to children about their schoolwork on a regular
basis can send them the message that you value their education and
that you expect them to learn."

Rigling, who worked several hours a month in the computer lab
with a daughter’s fifth-grade class last year, said she would
volunteer even if the department didn’t match her time because of
the message it sends to her two children.

"I feel like it shows them how important I view education and
the fact that it’s a partnership between parents and the school,"®
she said. "It shows them that even though I work full time, I care
about them and I make time to be involved in things that they’re
involved in."

The matching program gives her the option of spending twice as
much time in school. "I would love to do it once every week," she
said, depending on her workload.

No one knows exactly how many Education Department employees
participate in the program, which has been in place for several
years.

Riley is calling on businesses to adopt policies that would
accommodate school visits and volunteering, as well as parenting
and literacy training. It’s part of a partnership he sees
developing among parents, schools, businesses and employers.

In addition to volunteering at school, the family-school
initiative sees parents reinforcing learning at home by making sure
homework is completed, television viewing is limited and children
read and are read to. . More. ..

It asks communities to provide recreational and cultural



opportunities for families, as well as public services.

Riley sees the Education Department acting as a resource for
parents.

"We’ll help adults understand how the education system works
and how they can develop partnerships with schools," he said.
"We’ll provide helpful tips for supervising homework, reading.with
children, and cutting down on unnecessary TV viewing. And we’ll
encourage families who can’t do the job alone to reach out to
others in their communities for assistance and support."
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Rise Of Nontraditional Families Sparks Worries About Education

Concerns about students’ education are being
stoked by new Census Bureau findings that
half of the nation's children did not have a
"traditional nuclear famly" in 1991.

Census reported last week that 32.2 million
children didn't live in a household containing
only two natural parents and their biological
offspring. Instead, their homes often included
a stepparent, a grandparent or a non-relative.

"More children than ever are spending at least
part of their childhood in single-parent fami-
lies or other alternative family situations,” au-
thor Stacy Furukawa said. She cited women
bearing children out of wedlock and high di-
vorce rates as causes.

Some. researchers say children's education is at
stake in fading traditional family structures.

"More and more kids are going to be in achools
with unmet needs and family stresses that

schools are going to have to respond to if
they're going to be effective,” Eugene Roehlke-
partain, spokesman for the Minneapolis-based
Search Institute, said in an interview.

In a 1993 survey of 47,000 sixth- through
eighth-graders, the institute found that chil-
dren in single-parent families were much less
likely than thoee in two-parent families to ex-
press high levels of commitment to schoolworky

One-parent children lagged behind two-parent
classmates in reports of dBove-average school
performance, doing homework at least six
hours a week, motivation to do well in school
and plans to pursue studies after high school.

Educators can head off problems by providing
. children with a "warm and accepting” school

environment and promoting single parents’ in-

volvement in education, Roehlkepartain said.

Census found that family structures varied by
race and ethnic group.

Fifty-six percent of white children had tradi-
tional nuclear families, compared with 38 per-
cent of Hispanics and 26 percent of blacks.

Only a fifth of children in families headed by
single mothers had an adult male living with
them, such as a grandfather or man who was
not their relative. Roughly two-fifths of chil-
dren living with a single father had an adult
female in the home. '

The report, “The Diverse Living Arrangements
of Children: Summer 1991," is Cens:l;'gs first
based on data from the bureau's Survey of In-
come and Program Participation on children's
living arrangements.

"The Diverse Living Arrangements of Children:
Summer 1991" is $2.50 from Superintendent of
Documents, Government Printing Office,
g(?z)g?; .3;(1)(9)54&Pittsburgh, Pa. 15250-7954,

. . Cite stock number 803-044-000-
27-9. -Geoff Camphire

/2
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(Push to get parents into schools

Rﬁlé’; calls families ‘secret weapon’ for better education

WASHINGTON (AP) — When
attorney Kay Rigling wants to
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RILEQ CALLS FOR PARENTS TO GET INVOLVED IN EDUCATION
BY RICHARD WHITMIRE: Gannett News Service
WASHINGTON

Too many American schools fail to include parents and too many parents fail to
* volunteer, Education Secretary Richard Riley said Wednesday as he unveiled a national
parent-school network.

Parental participation in school is a stronger predictor of how a child will do 1n
school than whether a family is rich or poor. Rilev said.

The Fducation Department report. "Strong Families. Strong Schools.” pulls together
numerous research findings on the connection between family involvement and how a child
performs in school.

Research shows there are three factors that can predict the differences between
tow-performing students and high-performing students. said Riley. They are:

Student absenteeism

The varietv of reading materials in the home

Fxcessive television watching

Rilev's report comes onlyv dayvs after a report from Child Trends. a Washington-based
think tank. also documented the connection between parental involvement and student
outcomes.

Among students whose parents had low involvement in schools. 25 percent repeated a
grade. compared to 11 percent of those with parents of high involvement. Among students
who were suspended. 21 percent had parents with low involvement. compared to ~ percent
w1th high involvement.

Rilev's report focused a lot of criticism on television.
"1 am concerned when report after report tells us that reading scores decline at all
erade levels tested when voung people go into the 'red zone’' of danger and fatch more

tnan six hours of television on a weekday.” the education secretary said.

Parents should know that it's possible and necessary to fight cultural influences
that detract from their child’'s education. he said.

More...




WHITMléf,.con:inued...

. Pei:eve tnat many parents feel overwhelmed by all the outside 1nfluences shaping
the 1.z~ 7 rheir children.” he said. "Thev feel that our popular culture. with 1ts
current emrhasis on making fame a virtue. and often for the strangest of reasons.
undermines the values thev want their children to have."

Rilev announced that his department would join the 45-member National Coalition for
Parent Invoivement in Education to coordinate more parent-school involvement. That
coalition includes groups such as the National Alliance of Business. the National PTA
and Rovs and Girls Clubs of America.

Ritev noted that the Goals 2000: Educate America Act. which President Clinton signed
in March, calls on schools to promote parental involvement.

"The essential building block for learning is how the American familv uses its
strength and power to support and encourage voung people to meet the high expectations
now being demanded of thém in the classroom."” Riley said.

Rilev's reoort listed several examples of improving the links between school and the
home :

- Home-school! coordinators in Tennessee visit homes. run meetings to improve
parenting skills. and coordinate parental volunteering in schools.

- Some schools involve parents directly in homework assignments. according to the
report. which praised the TIPS project. or Teachers Involving Parents in Schoolwork.
Each assienment calls for comments from the parents.

- Parents as Teachers is a highiy successful home visitation program first launched
1n Missouri. The program teaches parents child-raising skills in home visits and
through small gatherings in community centers. Independent evaluations of children who
went through the Parents as Teachers program show those children outscore others on
language and other school skills.

The oresident of the National Schoo! Boards Association praised Rilev's call for
increased family involvement in education.

“The Clinton administration is reaching bevond the nsual talk about the need for
greater family involvement in our children's learning with a coherent plan of action
intended to attain the national goals of education." said Bovd Boehl je. NSBA president
and school board member from Pella. Iowa.

Rut Roehl e said the success of the national initiative relies on oartxcfbatxon of
iocal leadership. including local school board officials.
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Parent Involvement Drops Off After Early

By Deborah L. Cohen

Parents’ involvement in their
children’s education drops off
sharply after elementary school,
but students’ whose parents stay
involved tend to fare better aca-

New study
finds older
students do
better if parents
stay involved.

demically and socially, a study be-
ing released this week shows.

The study, which 1s based on
data from the U.S. Education De-
partment's 1993 National House-
hold Education Survey. involved
12.236 parents of children from
3rd to 12th grade. [t showed that
the percentage of students whoee
parents were either highly or
moderately involved in schools
dropped from 73 percent for chil-
dren ages 8 to 11 to 50 percent for
those 16 and older.

About 42 percent pf children in
grades 3 to 5 had parents who were
identified as highly involved—
meaning they attended P.T.A. meet-
ings. plays, sports, and other activi-
ties and volunteered at schools or
served on school committees—com-
pared with 24 percent of students
from grades 6 to 12.

The 6th to 12th graders whose
parents were highly involved
were significantly less likely to re-
peat a grade or have behavior
problems and more likely to take
part in extracurricular activities.

While it 1s natural for parents to
want children to become self-suffi-
cient as they get oider. the study
shows that they should “balance
the need for independence with a
continuing need for involvement,”
said Chnstine Winqust Nord, a
co-author of the report and a sen-
ior research associate at Westat, a
Rockville, Md.. consulting firm.

The report was prepared jointly
by Westat and Child Trends, a
Washington-based research com-
pany, with funding from the Rob-
ert Wood Johnson Foundation and
the Nord Family Foundation.

The study showed that parents
with children in pnivate schools
were more involved than those
whose children attend public

schools and that single-parent fam-
ilies and stepfamulies tended to be
less involved than families with
both birth parents living at home.
Working mothers generally were as
active in schools as full-time home-
makers, although those who
worked part time were more active
than those who worked full time.
Based on a 1990-91 Education
Department survey of teachers’
perceptions, the study ranked
states on parental involvement in
achools. The beat were Idaho,
Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, New
Hampshire, North Dakota. South
Dakota, Vermont, and Wyoming,
while those with the lowest marks

were Alabama. Anzona, Califor- Grades

nia. Georgna, Hawau. Louisitana,
Mississippi, New Mexico. North
Carolina, and Texas.

Peer Problems

A big challenge for parents, the
report says, is the negative influ-
ence of peers. A majonity of the
6.504 high achool students polled in
the household survey said their
school friends thought it was ac-
ceptable to smoke or drink. Large
numbers said they had easy access
to caigarettes and alcohol at school.

Only 38 percent of the students
in grades 6 to 12 said their fnends

considered schoolwork very 1m-
portant, and 30 percent said their
friends thought it was very impor-
tant to behave properly in class.

Nicholas Zill, a vice president
and study-area director of Westat
and a co-author of the report, said
achools should involve parents in
fashioning discipline policies.

He also suggested that schools
involve parents in developing
counseling programs for noncol-
lege-bound youths and advised
restructuring large high schoois
so that teachers can get to know
students and families.

The report also suggests that
schools work harder to accommo-
date parents’ schedules.

The report points out that stag-
nant wages, eroding job benefits.
increases in unmarried childbear-
ing, and high divorce rates are
making it harder for families to
meet children’s basic needs, and 1t
ranks the states and 135 cities on
key indicators of family well-being.

Copies of “Running in Place:
How American Families Are Far-
ing in a Changing Economy and
an Individualistic Society” are
available for $15 each from Child
Trends, 4301 Connecticut Ave.,
N.W_, Suite 100, Washington,
D.C. 20008.
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Riley: Educators,

parents must work
together for children

By Dan Hoover
washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Education
Secretary Dick Riley warmed of
an unsettling disconnection be-
tween educators and parents
Wendnesday and proposed
strengthening the tie between
parents and schools.

Rilev had some Dutch uncle
words for parents and educators.
For many administrators, Riiey
said. "parents are less than wei-
come.’ [nstead. he said, they
should ‘‘reach out to parents as
partners.”

But he had harsh words for
<)me parents, as well.

“America peeds (0 give up Its
get-it-now, live-for-today mentail-
tv and start looking down the road
to make sure that we give all of
our children the Amenca they de-
serve

He said that tederal officials
would work with the National Co-
alition for Parent Involvement in
Education and other groups to n-
crease the role of parents in the
educational process.

Riley’'s remarks came duning a
natinnally televised appearance
at the National Press Club dunng

which he released the related stu-
dy. ~*Strong Families, Strong
Schools: Building Community
Partnerships for Learmung.”

Riley cailed the report *‘a call
to arms against ignorance and
against low expectatons.”

He said that mncome and levels
of parents’ education are imma-
terial, that research findings
show parental participation im-
proves students’ learning.

He suggested a six-step ap-
proach for parents:

® Taking a Lime 1nventory (o
find time to devote to promoting
the learnung process.

e Setting high standards and
expectations for their children.

® Limiting television time to
two hours maximum per school
night.

® Reading together.

® Making sure children take
tough courses and satisfactorly
complete their homework.

® Seeing that children attend
school each day and supporting
school- related community activi-
tes.

® Setung an exampie and wamn-
ing children of the dangers of
drugs and alcohol.
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TV makes Jack very dull boy: Education secretary blames boob tube for
declining scores. urges parents to set limits
a Kenneth tskev: Scripps Howard News Service

WASH INGTON

Tty

A child who watches too such television can end up with ''a very dull aind’'and '’a
very dull and perhaps risky future,'’' Education Secretary Richard Riley said Wednesday.

Rilev urged parents to limit TV viewing on a school night ''to a maxiwum of two
hours, even if that means the remote control may have to disappear on occasion.'’

'n a report. Strone Families. Strong Schools. Rilev complained that parents spend
too little learning time with children and schools often make parents feel unwelcome
when thev do show interest.

At he reserved his harshest criticism for excessive TV.

‘1. for one. want to suggest that the teen-ager who is perpetually glued to the
tube 1s well on the wav to having a very duill mind and a verv dull - and perhaps risky
- future. " he told members of the National Press Club.

"‘Television is part of our culture and anvone who has children knows its power to

mesmerize. captivate. excite . . . and ves. teach as well. But [ am concerned when
reoort after reoort tells us that readinz scores decline at all grade levels tested
when voung people . . . watch more than six hours of television on a weekday.'’

Rilev blamed four aspects of modern life for making it difficult for families to
become more involved 1n education:

* Two-thirds of emploved parents with children under 18 say thev do not have enough
time for their children.

* Manv parents sav thev would be willing to spend more time on activities with their
children if teachers zave them more gzuidance.

s janguare barriers of immigrant families. and hostility bv parents who had bad
schooi experiences. limit familv-school contact.

* Manv poor neighborhoods lack easyv access to libraries and culturgl ingiitutions.

‘Rilev sald parents can provide reading material at home and limit TV- watching.

I\NFOBOX
Heloing with learning

Steps families can take at home to help educate their children: * Read tomether =
Limit television viewing * Establish a daily familv routine * Schedule daily homework
times ® Monitor out-of-school activities * Talk with voung children and teen-agers =
Communicate positive values and character traits. such as respect. hard work and
responsibilitv * Express high expectations and offer praise and encouragement for
achievement Source: U.S., Department of Education
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Education Chief Urges Parents to Limit
TV Viewing by Studentsto 2 Hours Daily

B8y RICHELLE SHARPL

Star’ Reporter of THE WaLL STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON - Education Secretary
Richard Riley faunched a campaign to
get parents invoived n their children's
schoolwork. urging them. among other
things. 10 limit students’ weekday televi-
SI0N ¥1ew1ng 10 a maximum of two hours a
night.

“The teenager who is perpetually glued
to the tube 1s well on the way to having a
very dull mind and a very dull - and per-
haps risky - future,” Mr. Riley said in a
speech here announcing the new National
Coalition for Parent Involvemnent in Educa-
tion. The coalition. which inctudes such
groups as the National PTA and the Na-

. tionai Alliance of Business. will offer tips

10 pdrents and serve as a clearinghouse for
model school programs that encourage

- famuly parucipation.

Mr. Riley cited research showing that
parents exert enormous control over their
children’s academic success.

Nearly 30 of the difference in 8th
grade math test scores can be explained by
three factors that parents influence: stu-
dent absenteeism. variety of reading mate-
rals at home. and excessive television
watching. according to a study released
yesterday by the Education Department.
Family involvement is more important
than family income, the study said.

The question of ““family values again

T is heating up as a political topic. Mr Riley
| made his speech ust one week before the

Christian Coalition opens a national con-
ference here to discuss its strategy for the
1994 elections and beyond. At that confer-
ence, former Vice President Dan Quayle i1s

: scheduled to gave an address revisiting his

famed "Murphy Brown™ speech, in which
he decried the decline of traditional family
values in the entertainment world and
society more broadly.

In ms speech. Mr. Riley said parents
with strong religious values should be
involved in schools too. but he argued they
shouldn't view public education as the
enemy. I assure you that nothing will be
gained by tearing down public education
and making the public-school ‘classroom
the Bosnia of Amenca's competing fac-
tions.”” he said. "When a community is
divided. the children always suffer. Good
common sense shouid tell us that now is the
time for quiet voices to be heard in the
search for common ground.”

Mr. Riley urged parents to read to their
children and to encourage them to take
nigorous academic courses i1n school. He
suggested families take a ‘time inven-
tory” too, examining their schedules so
they can establish a daily routine and
carve out more time for family learning.

Parents also should check their chil-
dren’s homework every day. he said, and
speak to teenagers about the dangers of
drugs and alcohol.

Only half the parents of high school
students are involved in school activities
like attending class plays, football games.
or back-to-school nights, according to 4
study by Child Trends. Inc.. a private.
nonprofit research group. Parents of ele-
mentary school students are more active.
about three-quarters of them are at least
moderately involved in their children s
education, the study said.
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‘Schools may reach
‘out, touch parents

By Tamara Henry
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Getting
families to become more in-
volved in their children's learn-
ing may require teachers to
knock on doors and schools to
install telephones in all class-
rooms, says Education Secre-
tary Richard Riley.

Riley announced Wednes-
day a partnership of parent,
education and community
groups to develop ways to get
families involved in schools.
Among the parthers: the Edu-
cation Department, National
PTA, National Alliance of Busi-
ness and the 45-member Na-
tional Coalition for Parent In-
volvemnent in Education.

Riley insists telephones in
every class should be “the first
tool for teachers to have” to im-
prove commuaication with
families. He says the teachers
could use the phone to inform
parents of their children's
classToon work, assignments
and behavioral problems.

But Riley rejects the idea of
a “family school leave” law
that would require companies
10 give parents time off work to
attend school functions.

“] prefer talking with busi-
ness leaders to do it voluntari-
ly,” he says. “That kind of per-
sonal attention and personal
interest is what works.”

Parental involvement is a
crucial factor in a child’s edu-
cation, studies show. Unfortu-
nately, pareats tend to become
less involved as kids get older.

Riley points to a new Child
Trends Inc. study that found
73% of parents participate in
school activities when their
children are ages 8-11, but only
half visit schools for PTA meet-
ings, plays or science fairs for
older children.

He says a new department

three-quar-
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| Families Urged to Become More Involved in Children’s

By IRVIN MOLOTSKY

Speciaiio The Vew York Times

WASHINGTON, Sept. 7 — Educa-
ton Secretary Richard W. Riley to-
" day called for greater family involve-
ment in schools and said teachers and
emplovers had to be recruited to
muke 1t work

The American family is the rock
on which a sohd education can and
must be built,”” Mr. Riley said as he
1ssued a report entitled "'Strong Fam-
ilies. Strong Schools.”” But parents
4. .ing alone cannot do the job. he
said.

“There 1s a disconnection between
educators and parents that needs our
atiention,”” he said. When parents en-
ter schools. the Secretary said, they
ofter find nothing nviting, '‘nothing
that suggested that parents were, in
fact. :he true owners of the school.”

E mplovers, Secretary Riley said,
shou:d be more understanding of the
need. of working parents. *“We must
see the v alue in job-sharing, flex ume
and release ume for families to give
atterntion (o the children,” he said.
~Schoois at the plant site, day care in
the nifice. parents working at home
without stigma or financial loss.”

Mr. Riley's presentation, made in a
speech at the Nauonal Press Club.
both borrowed from and indirectly
criticized recent Republican Admun-
istrauions.

For example, he referred to the
‘rules and morai standards that we
live by as a nation.”” a nouion often
invoked by William J. Bennett, Secre-
tarv of Educauon in the Reagan Ad-
ministration

Asked l!ater about that. Mr. Riley
said. “"Nesther one of us invented this

1ssue.” and he added, "'l share a lot of
his views about virtues.”

At the same ume, Mr. Riley ap-
peared to be repeatuing Democratic
accusations against the Reagan and
Bush Administrations when he said,
“*America needs to give up its get-it-
now, hve-for-today mentality and
start looking down the road to make
sure that we give all of our children
the America they deserve.” _

Free copies of *‘Strong Families,
Strong Schools” can be obtained by
telephoning 1-800-USA-LEARN. The
report 1s largely a review of past
studies and summarizes what fam-
ihes. schoofs, communities, business-
es and government can do to 1mprove
education.

Mr. Riley said parents should fimit
the time that their children spend
watching television. At the same

{.

Education

ume, he said parents had an obhga-
tion to read with their children and to
spend more time with them nstead of
“‘letting our children grow up. at
umes, almost alone and disconnect-
ed.”

Employers, he said. should help
working parents find ways to help in
their children’s education. but he add-
ed that this should be voluntary. not
through legislation mandating such
things as flexible working hours.

William Kolberg, president of the
National Alliance of Business, ap-
peared with Mr Riley and endorsed
the recommendations. Echoing Mr
Riley. he called on empiovers to be

“family friendly companies’’ but said .

that each company had to find for
itself how to accomplish this and that
there should be no legal compulsion
involved.
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Education Chief Seeks )

Wider Role for Parents

Campaign Will Promote Family Involrement

By Barbara Vobejda

Wastungron Prst Stan Weiter

Education Secretary Richard W.
Riley yesterday announced a major
utative to acuvely wnvolve famibes in
education, saying that parents can
make a sigruficant difference in thewr
chidren’s academic success by read-
ing with them, limuting thewr fime in
front of the television and making sure
they attend school every day.

Riley, returning to 2 theme he has
emphasized in the past, promised that
promoting parental involvement in ed-
ucation would be at the top of hus
agenda for the next year and sad the
federal government would join with
dozens of other groups to promote the
cause. The campaign 1s stdl in the
planning stages, but i1ts organizers
said they would dissemninate informa-
tion about successful parent-school
programs, organize meetings of busi-
ness and communty ieaders and heip
schoois become more welcomung to
parents.

“Thirty years of research tells us
that the starung pownt of Amencan ed-
ucation is parent expectations and pa-
rental involvement with their chil-

dren’s education, regardless of their_

station in Lfe, theirr income level or
therr educational background.” Riley -
said 1n a National Press Club speech.

He urged parents to find extra time —

to learn as a familv, schedule ume dai-
v to check chuldren’s homework, set
fugh expectations for chidren and en-
courage them to take tough courses,
talk to children about drugs and aico-
hol and support communuty efforts to
keep young people safe. He suggested
that parents limit television viewing to
a maxamum of two hours on week-
rughts, “even if that means that the re-
mote control may have to disappear
on occasion.”

The department’s efforts are n
partnersmip with several organiza-
tions. including the National Coalition
for Parent [nvolvement in Education,
the National PTA. the Nauonal Alli-
ance of Business, the U.S. Catholic
Conference and the Boys and Girls
Clubs of Amenica.

On the same theme, Jesse L. Jack-
son and a coalition of judges, elected
officials and communty leaders yes-
terday launched an initiative in Wash-
ington to get parents to be more ac-
uve n thewr children’s education.

They are asking parents to sign

pledges to take their children to
school on the first day of classes, meet
teachers, exchange telephone num-
bers with teachers, pick up thewr chul-
dren’s report cards, look at the resuits
of every test their chidren take, and
turn off the television for three hours
of study time each nught.

Riley, who raised his concerns
about the lack of parental involvement
in his “State of Amencan Education”
address seven months ago, saxd that
snce then, he and members of his
staff have met with 125 groups on the
issue. While the department has not
set aside funds specifically for this
campaign, it has requested $10 mullion
under the Goals 2000 legislation to
establish parent resource centers in
every state.

Riley also released a study, “Strong
Families. Strong Schoois.” that ated
research indicating 40 percent of par-
ents believe they spend insufficient
tune on their children’s education.

That lack ot involvement, he said,
has several causes. wincluding lack of
time, inflexible work schedules, lan-
guage barners, uncertainty about how
to contribute, the burdens of poverty
and the “unsettling disconnection” be-
tween educators and families.

He urged businesses to find ways to
allow job-sharing, flextime and on-site
schools and day care. And he asked
that schoois create a welcoming enwi-
ronment and use new technology—
from voxe mal to computer prod-
ucts—to get parents involved.

The study reported that. in com-
panng eighth-grade math test scores,
researchers found that 90 percent of
the difference between high and low
scores could be explamned by three
factors under a parent’s authonty—
student absenteeism, the vanety of
reading matenals in the home and ex-
cessive television watching.

The department cited successful
programs around the country. includ-
ing the MegaSkills Program, which
helps parents work with chidren at
home, and is being used 1 the D.C.
public schools. In Virguua, the depart-
ment pointed to the Even Start pro-
gram in Richmond. whuch bnings dis-
advantaged parents into their
children’s preschool classrooms. In
Maryland. the department :1ted a Bal-
tumore public school program to send
home parenting tips.
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Riley: Home life key to school

Education chief urges parents to slow down, help kids

8y Carol 'nnerst
THE MASHINGTON "IMES

Three thungs parents can con-
trol — student absenteeism, the
variety of reading matenals in the
home and television viewing —
make a world of difference 1n stu-

dents’ achievement, Education
Secretary Richard Riley said yes-
terday.

These factors “are some of the
strongest indicators we have that
home life makes a difference when
1t comes to learning,” Mr. Riley
said 1n a speech at the National
Press Club. where he announced a
national effort to get families in-
volved in the education of their
chuldren.

“I. for one. want to suggest that
the teen-ager who is perpetually
glued to the tube is well on the way
to having a very dull mind and a
very dull — and perhaps risky —
future.” he said.

The secretarv acknowledged
“significant obstacies” to parental
involvement, including the “dis-
connection” between educators

and famulies.

; Too often. he said, parents and
' educators “talk past one another,”
! and parents feel that their right to
be full participants in the learning
process 15 ‘“ignored, frustrated
and sometimes even denied.”
_ “Parents, including those who
have strong religious values, must
be at the table when it comes to
public education,” Mr. Riley said.
“But they must also be willing to
build brndges and not see public
education as the enemy.

*1 assure you shat gpthing will
be gained by ﬂnnrgwn public
education and making the public
school classroom the Bosnia of
America’s competing factons.”

I think Secretary Kiley is tak-
ing a swipe at families who are
people of faith” said Beverly
LaHaye, president and founder of
Concerned Women for America, &
pro-family women's organization
with 600.000 members.

“The secretary isn't recogniz-
ing that families are concerned
about their children, that they're
only in the system a limited num-
ber of years, and they 've got to pro-

Richard Riley says too much
television makes for dull minds.

tect them in those crucial years,”
Mrs. LaHaye said.

“They feel we should build
bridges. but how long can you do
that when children are sacrificed
at the altar of this kind of govern-
ment school?

*He's putting all the responsibil-
ity on parents. 1 think the educa-
tional system needs to reach out to
parents, and government schools
should start becoming public
schools for all the people.”

Noting time constraints, Mr.
Riley urged busy parents to stop
“rushing around” and to get in-
volved in their children's educa-
aon.

“America needs to give up its
get-it-now, live-for-today mental-
ity he said. “The most important
single change we need for Amer-
ican education is to find new ways
to help parents siow down their
lives. Many parents and other fam-
ily members are stretched to the
limit: juggling jobs, putting food
on the table, getting their children
to safe after-school programs, do-
ing all they can to keep body and
soul together.

“But I believe that we are miss-
ing something far deeper in all this
rushing around. We are letting our

children grow up. at times, almost
alone — and disconnected.”

To combat the time probiem,. he
proposed job shanng, flex time,
release time, schools and day care
located where parents work.

“1 also urge educators to give
speclal attention to the recent re-
port of the Nauonal Commission
on Time and Learning called ‘Pris-
oners of Time, which speaks di-
rectly to how time is being taken
away from academics during the
American school day.” he said.

“We will not be able to be first
in anything — math or science or
any other subject for that matter
— if only 41 percent of the school
day is given over to the core aca-
demic subjects.” )

Drawing on a new report titled
“Strong Families, Strong Schools,” -
which documents the connection
between home life and school
achievement, Mr. Riley said his de-
partment has begun a national ef-
fort to involve families in their
children’s education with the for-
mation of a 45-member National
Coalition for Parent Involvernent
in Education. It includes the na-
tional PTA, the National Alliance
of Business, the U.S. Catholic Con-
ference, and the Boys and Girls
Clubs of America.

He concluded by giving parents
homework. The first assignment:
Take an inventory of how the fam-
ily is using time.

Then, he suggested. parents
should set high academic stan-
dards for their children, limit tele-
vision viewing to two hours on
school nights, read. make sure
children take the “tough courses"
at school, see that they don't skip
school, and model the values they
expect their children w emuilate.




Riley Urges Greater Family Involvement in Education
By DARLENE SUPERVILLE
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) - Education Secretary Richard Riley has new
ammunition for his campaign to get families more involved in
children’s learning - a new report documenting the benefits of such
interaction.

Riley says the Education Department will team with the 45-member
National Coalition for Parent Involvement in Education and other
groups to make increased family participation in education a top
national goal.

"The American family is the rock on which a solid education can
and must be built," Riley said in a luncheon speech Wednesday.

The secretary has spoken often since February about the need to
increase family participation in education. It is included among
the eight national education goals enacted this year as part of the
Goals 2000 initiative that sets benchmarks for what children should
be able to do in English, math, science and other subjects by the
year 2000.

Organizations such as the National PTA, the Boys and Girls Clubs
of America, the National Alliance of Business and the U.S. Catholic
Conference will be included in the partnership.

The Education Department report used three decades of research
to show a correlation between a child’s learning and increased
family involvement, calling it the "critical link to achieving a
high-quality education."

Among the report’s findings:

-Pupil absenteeism, the variety of reading material at home and
excessive television watching - all of which can be controlled by
parents - correlate with differences in eighth-grade math test
scores across 37 states and Washington, D.C., on the National
Assessment of Educational Progress.

-Reading scores, which have remained flat in recent years, can
be improved by learnlng activities in the home.

-Studies of individual families show that family 1nvolvement
plays a greater role in pupil success than income or education.

-The single-most important activity for a child’s eventual
success in reading is reading aloud to children.

Time constraints, uncertainty about becoming more involved,
cultural barriers and lack of support are some obstacles
confronting many parents, Riley said.

But they can overcome them by reading with their children,
limiting their television viewing, talking with them, getting into
a daily family routine, scheduling daily homework times and keeping
an eye on their out-of-school activities, he said.
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Riley Pushing Parents, Schools
To Form Stronger Partnerships

Education Secretarv Richard Riley yesterday
launched a national campaign to better involve
parents in their children's education.

"More sustained attention needs to be paid to
that most vital of links: the promise and po-
tential of parents and other family members as
the more important teachers of their children,”
Riley said during a speech in Washington, D.C.
"The American family is the rock on which a
solid education can and must be built."

Riley promised the parent involvement initia-
tive will consume "much of my effort” in the
next year, reviving a theme of his state of edu-
cation address this winter,

Reaching Out
On the natiopal level, the Education Depart-
ment will be working clogely with the National
Coalition for Parent Involvement in Education
(NCPIE), which encompasses 45 associations
representing educators, parents and advocacy

groups.

Together, they will develop a long-range plan
for using resources and encouraging the
participation.

NCPIE will be planning how to spread ideas
for increasing and improving parent involve-
ment in education, Chairwoman Sue Ferguson
said at a news conference after Riley's speech.

And ED will be soliciting support from busi-
ness and religious groups for NCPIE's efforts,
Riley said, adding he and other ED officials al-
ready have discussed the initiative with repre-
sentatives of 125 groups.

"We're encouraging people to share and par-
ticipate, and we are listening and pulling peo-
ple together,” Riley said.

Riley urged educators to open their doors.

He criticized, for example, signs on school en-
trances that compel visitors to report directly
to the office.

"It's not a big thing, but it's an important tone-
setting thing,” he said. "There is nothing
inviting, nothing that suggested that parents
are, in fact, the true owners of the school."

Instead of impersonal signs, schools should use
every technique they can, including homework
hotlines, voice mail messages and commuter
programs, to get "parents more involved in the
learning process,” Riley said.

"I urge educators everywhere to change those
signs on the school door that give parents the
cold shoulder,” he added.

Multiple Choices
Riley spent much of his speech listing things
parents can do to encourage student learning,
such as reading to their children, restricting
television watching, helping with homework
and ensuring they take challenging courses.

The efforts will pay off in improved student

learning, Riley said, basing his prediction on a

report detailing 30 years of research that has

found positive influences of family involvement
--David Hoff
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ED Backs Call For Parent Involvement With Research

Education Secretary Richard Riley's says a
mound of research and the successes of inno-

- vative programs buttress his call yesterday for
a national parent involvement campaign.

"“Three decades of research have shown that
parental participation improves students'
learning," the Education Department says in a
report released yesterday. "This is true
whether the family is rich or poor, whether the
parents finished high school.”

In the report, "Strong Families, Strong
Schools,” ED says parents can promote learn-
ing even in the most mundane daily tasks and
suggests ways for schools to encourage them.

Establishing Ties
ED cites research on the National Assessment
of Educational Progress (NAEP) that found a
strong correlation between students' scores
and their home life, such as having reading
materials available and the number of hours
spent watching television (ED, July 12, 1993).

Students’ homes "account for almost all the dif-
ferences" in states' average NAEP scores, ED
says (ED, June 7).

Parents should read daily to or with their
preschool and elementary school children, ED
says, because research shows that is "the sin-
gle most important activity for building the
knowledge required for eventual success.”

Parents also can turn shopping tnps into
mathematics lessons and ensure their children
have a well-lit place to do homework.

Schools can encourage parents by creating "an
environment in which teachers and staff make
parents feel like full partners,” the report says.

That means giving parents access to homework
assignments through telephone voice mail sys-
tems, training teachers to work with parents
and holding meetings when parents are able
attend, such as evenings and weekends.

Forefront On Home Front
ED cites numerous local success stories.

For example, the Buffalo, N.Y., chapter of the
Urban League donated space for a center
where parents can take courses on topics such
as computer literacy and find resources to help
their children with school work.

And a New York City program gave illiterate
parents a videotape explaining the Chapter 1
program for disadvantaged students and how
parents can participate.

Riley said yesterday that he had forwarded the
report to President Clinton and will make it
widely available to educators and parents.

*Strong Families, Strong Schools" is free by
calling (800)USA-LEARN. -David Hoff
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Parents reading with children
fashion many happy endings

School-family
partnerships urged

By Mike Bowler
Sun Staff Wniter

Linda Kleiner had read to her daughter
when Emuly was a child. But now Emily was
13. and Mrs. Kleiner was nervous as she
agreed to participate in a program called
"Pairing Up for Reading” at Rising Sun Mid-
dle School in Cectl County.

But with the help of one of Emily's teach-
ers. Mrs. Kleiner found the perfect solutdon.
“We dug out my old Nancy Drews and made
reading them a family activity.” she said.
“She related to Nancy Drew. just as [ had
when [ was her age. It couldn't have worked
better. The teachers knew all along. of
course. that kids that age would read with
their parents. [t was the parents who didn't
know it.”

Mrs. Kleiner. a mother of four who ltves
near Calvert in northern Cecil. already has
heard the message delivered yesterday by
Richard W. Riley. U.S. secretary of educa-
tion. who called for a nattonal commitment
to school-family partnerships. She is a mem-
ber of the Cecil County Home and School
Comrruttee. which for five years has been
encouraging cooperation tn learning among
parents. students and schools.

With small financial help from Cecil
County schools. businesses and PTAs, the
committee has organized such activities as
all-night "pajama parties.” at which parents,
teachers — and even an occasional county

commissioner — send out for read to
each other and finish the

bag. Other activities are airped at helping
parents help their children with homework.

Baltimore City doesn’t throw_pajama
parues. but the city’'s Fund for Educatonal
Excellence. in cooperation with Johns Hop-
kins University. has been promoting school-
tamily partnerships for almost seven years.
A pilot program at eight schools has expand-
ed 10 45. including all 22 elementary and
middle schools tn the southern area.

In a city tn which many schools have no ;

parent-teacher organizations because par-
ents are said to be reluctant to go out at
night. the “Baltimore Family and School
Connection” has sponsored “family nights"
so popular that some parents had to be
turned away. said Lucretia Coates, program
development director of the Fund for Educa-
tional Excellence.

The Cecil and Baltimore City partner-
ships have a common root in Hopkins' Cen-
ter on Schools. Families. Communities and
Children’s Learning, which has made a sci-
ence of family invotvement in schools.

The center. headed by Joyce Epstein. has
identified six major types of involvement —
ranging from sending home better informa-
tion to assigning homework that requires
parent participation.

Secretary Riley yesterday spoke of
schools’ “reconnecting” with famtiies. He an-

nounced the formaton of a partnership

by the National Coalftion for Parent iwd\l':d
ment tn Education and including such or-
ganizations as the National PTA. the Nation-
al Alllance of Business, the U.S. Catholic
E;nfcrence and the Boys and Giris Clube of

“We are letting our children
times. almost alone — andmywup.a!
he said. “The education of American chil-
dren — their moral development, thetr
sense of citizenship and academnic growth —
lsdmebyﬂtsandstam.Thismnothow
farnilies want to ratse thetr children.”

!'
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PARENT & CHILD .

Success in School
Called Family Effort

By CARIN RUBENSTEIN

AST week. Nancy Romanchek
had a bad dream: she was in
the seventh grade, and on the
first day of school, she forgot

her locker combination and lost her
class schedule

But she’s not among those going
back 10 school. Mrs. Romanchek, 45,
of Langhorne. Pa.. is jittery about the
new school vear for her two sons.
James. 11 and Todd. 7

James. who is entering the sixth
grade. 1s to start middle school today.
and Mrs Romanchek is so concerned
about how he’ll adjust to being in
school with 14- and 15-vear-olds and
the influence the older children wili
have on him that she i1s having anxi-
ety dreams. she said.

Mrs Romanchek 1s also worried
about Todd, who she feeis has not yet
been helped to achieve his potential,
and whether this ume he'll get a
teacher who can heip him blossom.

As happens every September as
schools around the country open, anx-
10us parents are voicing their fears
and concerns about the school year
and how well their children will do.

But now. the first wave of complet-
ed research based on a conunuing,
comprehensive national survey of
students and their parents, teachers
and school principals over a decade,
reveals that parents are justified in
being concerned, since a gregt deago!
the responsibility for children's
school achievement falls on them.

Parents can no longer depend on

schools to look out for their child’s
interests, said Dr. Chandra Muller, an
assistant professor of sociology at the
Umiversity of Texas in Austin, who 1s
one of more than 150 researchers now
analyzing the data from the survey,
the National Education Longitudinal
Study. “‘Parents have 1o be ajert
about what's going on; they have 10
take charge of their children’s educa-
tion and participate in an authorua-
uve way,” she said. That does not
mean dictating to a child, she said,
but talking with the child and reach-
ing agreement on famly rules.

The study, sponsored by the Educa-
tion Department. includes informa-
tion on 26,000 students who were
eighth graders in 1988, who were ran-
domly selected from 1,057 public and
private schools. Beginning in 1988, the
students took standardized (ests In
math, reading, science and social
studies and answered a broad range
of questions about their lives. One or
two of each student’s teachers, a
school principal and a parent were
also interviewed about the students.
The tesuing and interviews were re-
peated when students were in the 10th
and 12th grades, and the interviews
continued after graduation.

**This is one of the first studies ever
to nclude so much contextual data,
with the point of view of children,
teachers, principals and parents,'’
said Dr. Jeff Owings. the chief of the
Longitudinal and Househoid Studies
Branch in the National Center for
Education Statisuics in Washington,
who 1s monttoring the study’s data. At
least one more follow-up study 15
planned for 1996, he said.

Dr. Muller and other researchers

have compiled some of the findings:

® Students do best in school when
their parents “‘take a managerial role
in relauon to the school. viewing
themselves as being in charge of
their child’s educational career,” Dr.
Muller said.

® Chiidren whose parents talk to
them about school events or what
they learned in class do better on
achievement tests, said Dr. Muller,
whose most recent paper on the work
wiil appear as a chapter in *“‘Trans-

forming Schools.” 4 buok tu be pub-
lished this full by Garland Press
Thirty-seven percent of the cighth
graders said their parents spoke with
them about school three or mure
umes during the school vear. Dr.
Muiler said. The other students said
their parents discussed the issug only
once or twice, or not at all, she said.

® Children whose parents restrict
television during the week. provide
music classes outside school and of-
fer some form of adult supervision

afier school also do better on achieve-
ment tests, Dr Muller found About 16

percent of the eighth graders said-

their parents ‘‘often”” imit the ume
they spend watching television. In
addition. children who spend less
than three hours a day without aduit
supervision have higher test scores
than those who are unsupervised
more often, Dr. Muller said.

® Children whose teacher expects
the class to achieve at a h:gher than
average level do better on math and
reading tests, said Dr. Shelley Dra-
zen, another researcher.

® The more homework that teach-
ers assign, Dr. Drazen said. the high-
er the students’ achievement level
When possible, parents should re-
quest a teacher for thewr child who
will “‘expect that the child can suc-
ceed and learn more than a min-
mum, and one who also assigns a fair
amount of homework,”” she said.

Because Allegra Kaiser's third-
grade class had three different teach-
ers last year at Public School 41 n
Greenwich Village, Augusta Kaiser,
45, felt she had to select the best
teacher for her daughter this year.

""The teacher shapes the year from
Day One," said Mrs. Kaiser. who with
the principal chose a (eacher she
hopes will be “‘understanding and
sensitive (0 my daughter's needs. ’

Parent & Child. by a vartety of
writers and on a range of famuiy
1ssues, now appears periodically in
The Home Section.
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Education chief urges limit to viewing
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o Communicate positive values
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¢ Express  high expectations
and olfer preise and encour
agoament for achievement.

Source: US. Oupartmant of Education

of cur fagenukty o find new ways 1o
mmfmﬂialoﬁchﬂdm"k
Riley said be s s .
ship with the wa&m
Parent lavolvement In tion and
other organizations 0 bring Gamilles
more directly into the
o .

leamning pro-




Sept. 8, 1994 p.

CHICAGO TRIBUNE,
Best Copy Available

i mmmmumMmm u“m g “mmm fpEC cHEiilc

T wummm,m g .mmmm i

il mm. R

wma il g
memmw i h_wmmmumm e

o O T m,m: mﬁ i wﬁu i

mm Mm umw mww w mmm m Mm mMm m m m muﬂmmmm Y

sm.. _ mmammmmm ..wwm mm mm 3 u_

MMmmmmm“mw.mw

Raijse children's et vém reading 0

performance in school %

Gpal
By Nathanie Sheppard r.
MR Stary Warer ©

Mmm, mmw_
wm m m“mmwmw mw

m
,m_”,mmmmmmmwm

SR e
3 mwwwmmm“ mmmu m
asiiiilyy mmm



Philadelphia Inquirer, September 8,

Education official urges a greater
parental role in learning

I3y Darfene Superviile
. P Fas

WASHINGTON — Armed with a
new report on the benefits of in-
creased tamily invnlvement in chil-
dren s learning. Education Secretary
Richard W. Ritev urged parents yes-
tcraa_\ To do just that — get more
nvolved

He sisoannnurnced that his depart-
ment weuld oin with the 4S-member

Natienal Cealitton for Parent [n-
volvemen! in Educativn and other
groups ~ Take familyv parncipation

in ecucatior g national priority.

‘The American family 1s the rock
on which a solid education can and
must be built.” Riley said in a speech
at the National Press Club.

The parimership will include such
organizatons as “he National PTA.
the Matienal \lthiance of Business.
the US Catholic Conference. and the
Boyvs and Girls Clubs of America.

The desire 'o 1ncrease family par-
ncipation 1n education s one of
e1ght national education goals Presi-
dent Clinton approved in March as
part of the Goals 2000 1nitiative. The
law sets benchmarks for what chil-
dren should be able to do 1n English.
math. science and other subjects.

The Education Department report.
~Strong Families. Strong Schools.”
uses three decades of research to
show the correlation between a
child's learning and the increased

= a

Invoivement ot his or her tamily,
calling such interaction the “critica
ink™ 10 a high-quality «ducation

Among the report’s findings:
® Three factors that parents can con-
trol — pupil absenteeism. the variety
of reading materal at home. and
excessive television watching — ac-
count for almost 90 percent of the
difference 1n eighth-grade math test
scores across 3~ states and Washing-
ton. D.C. on the National Assessment
of Educational Progress.
® Reading scores which have re-
mained flat in recent vears. depend
non learning activities 1n the home.
® Studies of famtlies show that fam-
illy involvement IS more important to
puptl success than income or educa-
ton 1s.
¢ The single most important activity
for eventual success 1o reading 1s
reading aloud to children.

The report also tells parents how
they can become more involved.

Time constraints. parental uncer-
tainty about how to become more
involved and what they can do. cul-
tural barriers anc lack of support are
obstacles confronting many parents,

P\ 2.

Riley ~aid
But they can ov¢re-me " harr.
ers by reading with 'he'= 7 .dfen

himiting their television ~iewinz
talking with them. establishirg
daily family routine. schedulir.
daily homework times and keepiry
an eye on their out-of-schuol activi.
ties. he said.

Riley also said his deparimert
would seek to persuade corporate
America 1o gltc narents more {iex:-

. ble work scheduies ard e off o
improve their children’s eduvatiur. |

performance.
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William Raspberry

Simple Things Parents Can Do

Tre schools that were once havens
from neighborhood violence and tur-
moil now have turmoil of thewr own.
Pnncipals don't know whether to lock
the scnoolhouse doors. n violation of
the fire codes. or leave them un-
locked. allowing disruptive and some-
times violent outsiders to come in.

Parents don't know whether to
reach thewr children to walk away
from trouble—punking out, the
tougher kids call it—or encourage
them to arm themselves against trou-
ble they can't control.

Here's how rough it 1s: Two Chucago
teenagers just “executed” an 11-year-
old member of thewr own gang who
lumself was bemng sought for killing a
14-vear-old gurl a few days earlier. The
“execution,” by the way, was not for
revenge but because the boy had
brought police “heat” on the gang.

Given thus awful state of affawrs, 1t
sounded almost naive the other day
when Secretary of Education Richard
Ruey calied for increased parental
participauon as a mapr element In
setting the schools night again. He
wasn't calhng for parent patrols, e:-
ther. He was asking parents to do
such ordinary stuff as reading to thewr

children, hmiting their TV tume and
malung sure they attend school.

You know what? Riley 1s nght.

Only an idiot would believe that
increased study time would suppress
the violence that has us on the verge
of giving up. But the truth 1s, for all
the media attention we necessarily

The elements of
school success.

give 1t, school violence remains rela-
tively rare. School fauure 1s consider-
ably more widespread. (And [, for
one, believe there 1s a link, however
indirect, between the two.)

Riley’s remarks, which accomparued
the release of a Department of Educa-
tion report called “Strong Families,
Strong Schools,” were directed not just
to parents in Amenca's troubled neigh-
borhoods but to parents of all schooi-
age chudren. The pst of his message:

“Three things over which parents
exercise authority—student absen-
teersm, the vanety of reading maten-
als 1n the home and excesmive televi-

sion watching—expiain . . . almost all
the differences wn average student
achievement across the states.”

As a matter of fact, there is nothing
new in the new release: it 13 a distulla-
tion of 30 years of widely accepted
educational studies. But it is startling
how much of the evidence points to
the overwhelmung importance of what
happens at home—for instance, that
“the single most important activity for
bulding the knowledge required for
eventual success in reading is reading
aloud to chuldren.” or that what par-
ents do at home has more influence
on their children’s acadenuc success
than how much schooling they've had
or how much they earn.

More startling yet: We know it.
Forty percent of Amenca's parents
believe they aren’t devoting enough
time to their children’'s education.
Fully 72 percent of children aged 10
to 13 say they would Like to spend
more time tallung to thewr parents
about homework.

So if the chidren want 1t and the
parents know its important. why
aren’t we doing 1t?

Riey, who spoke at the National
Press Club, offered a iew reasons: Too

ittle ume, as the number of stay-at-
home parents continues to shrink: pov-
erty and 1solation, whuch lrut af¥er-
school access 10 Lbranes or museisas;
language and cultural barners. “

But | suspect that the singie ‘g
gest reason for noninvoivement 15 a8
simple as thus: Parents don't knaw
how important they are to their ciyl-
dren’s academuc success, and the
don't know what to do. This 1s esdéy
cally true for parents whose oM
education 1s limited and who, beciibe
they don't know the matenal their
chidren are trying to learn. thmk
they can’t help them learn it. -~

There's a growing st of experta B
effective parenung, from Kerby Alvy.4a
Los Angeles to Dorothy Rich in Wash-
gton. who can teach even pa;;{y
educated parents how to contnbute
therr chudren’s school success. ‘Thefr
work 1s vital, and it needs to be spredd

But Riley's reminder 1s wital, tee:
Even without expertise—even n:the
face of poverty and violence—psrents
can be of enormous help if they ¥ dnly
show a sustained interest in 8
children's schoolwork and enforce
study tume.
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Family involvement in learning
enhances student achievement

By RICHARD W. RILEY

Very few things are more impor-
tant to our children’'s future or to
Amenica’s future than the quality
education of our children. We be-
lieve that the concerted efforts of
entire commu-
nities to create
and sustain
disciplined
learning envi-
ronments,
where our chil-
dren can be
challenged to |
meet high aca-
demic and oc-
cupational skill
standards, are
what will pro- Riley
vide our children — and America —
with a strong future.

All across America, there are
communities which are pulling to-
gether to strengthen education.
Parents, teachers, community lead-
ers, business leaders, and educators
in every part of our country are
starting to work together to im-
prove teaching and learning and to
improve student achievement.

With the passage last spring of
the Goals 2000: Educate America
Act (by a strong bipartisan vote in
Congress), new opportunities have
been created for schools and neigh-
borhoods themselves to accelerate
local and state improvement efforts.
But these opportunities for educa-
tional excellencs can only be taken
advantage of through greater fam-
ily invoivement in children’s educa-
tion — both at school and at home.

| believe that all parents. regard-
less of income or occupation, have
the capacity and the obligation to
teach their children not only a love
of learning, but also other critical
American values such as responsi-
bility, respect and hard work. Re-
search shows that all families,
whatever their income or education
level, can take concrete steps that
significantly help children learn.

And yet, families are often the miss-
ing link in American education.

Many parent, education, commu-
nity and religious organizations are
coming together ta promote greater
family involvement in learning. and
l. as the U.S. Secretary of Educa-
tion, encourage such efforts right at
home — in every neighborhood and
community. As we work to increase
strong family-school partnerships,
we all need to be mindful of the
pressures parents face and the esca-
lating demands on their time. But |
believe we, as a nation, must recog-
nize something else as well: Par-
ents, when they can, need to siow
down their lives and help their chil-
dren grow.

As | travel around the country, |
meet many parents who are trying
hard to do the right thing by their
children. They are being responsi-
ble. juggling jobs, trying to squeeze
more hours into the day. They are
worrying about their children’s
safety and doing all they can to keep
their families together.

Yet, some 40 percent of parents
themselves believe they are not de-
voting enough time to their chil-
dren’s education. Almost three-
quarters of students between the
ages of 10 and 13 say they would
like to talk to their parents more
about schoolwork. A survey taken
last year showed that teachers be-
lieve the most important issue in
educational policy is strengthening
the role of parents in children's
schooling.

And data compiled by the Nation-
al Assessment of Educational Prog-
ress shows that three factors over
which parents exercise authority —
student absenteeism, variety of
reading materials in the home and
excessive television watching — ex-
plain nearly 90 percent of the varia-
tion in 8th-grade mathematics test
scores among 37 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

Successful family invoivement is
not a sporadic activity. It is a sus-
tained commitment to instill the
habits of learning and to set high

expectations. It is making connec- !
tions to teachers and schools not
only when trouble arises. but as

part of the everyday process of chil-
dren’s schooling. {

Parents are children’s first and |
most influential teachers. By read-
ing to children or having them read '
to us, by making sure homework is
done, by monitornng television use.
by knowing how children spend
their time, parents can have a pow-
erfully positive effect on their chil-
dren’s learning.

Parents can also help children by
participating in local and state ef-
forts to raise educational standards.
And, we can urge schools to offer
and enroll many more students in
the challenging courses which pre-
pare them for postsecondary educa-
tion and/or a promising occupation.

At the same time, we know that
the responsibility for expanding
and deepening family involvement
extends well beyond families.
Schools. communities and busi-
nesses can all be part of a network
of support for families and students.

Schools can reach out to families
at convenient hours and promote
family and community involvement
in helping all students to reach high
standards. Communities can help to
make schools safe and drug-free.
provide support services for parents
and encourage volunteers to serve
as mentors. Businesses can adopt
“family-friendly” policies, such as
child care or flexible ieave. that
would make it easier for parents to
visit or volunteer in schools.

We have joined with more than 45
different organizations. and togeth- |
er. we are identifying successful ap-
proaches to strengthen family in-
volvement in learning.

Working together. we can rein-
force the central role of the family
in education — and bring out the
best in every child. We need your
help.

Mr. Riley is U.S. Secretary of Educa-
tion and former governor of South
Carolina. |

|
|

\/
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INSIDE EDUCATION

Parents urged
to help fill gaps
in education

UsS.
Education
Secretary
Richard Riley
gave American
parents some
homework last
week: Read
aloud to
children. Make
sure students
are in class. Turn off the television.

Mr. Riley announced a
partnership last week led by the
National Coalition for Parent
Involvement 1n Education. He
hopes 1t will help reach one of the
nation’s eight education goals —
gerting more parents involved.

The National PTA, the National
Alliance of Business, the U S.
Catholic Conference, and the Boys
& Girls Clubs of America are taking
partin the effort.

“The American family is the
rock on which a solid education can
and must be built,” Mr. Riley said. “1
have seen examples all over this
nation where two-parent families,
single parents, stepparents,
grandparents, aunts and uncles are
providing strong family support for
their children to learn.”

But parents won't succeed
without help. the secreiary warned.
Without support from their schools,
their employers and the
community, they won't be much
better off than children missing
parental involvement.

Active role

The need for parents to take an
active role in their children's
education is clearly established, Mr.
Riley said.

JOSEBPH
GARCIA

“Thirty years of research tells us
that the starting point of American
education 1s parent expectations
and parental involvement with
their children’s education,” he said.
“This consistent finding applies to
every family regardless of the
parents’ station in life, their income
or their educational background.”

A federal report released by Mr.
Riley called Strong Families, Strong
Schools, found that three things
over which parents have control —
school absences, TV watching and
the variety of reading materials at
home — have profound effect on
school success.

These three things account for
90 percent of the difference in
student scores between the
highest-ranked states and the
lowest-ranked on the National
Assessment of Educational
Progress.

“1, for one, want to suggest that
the teen-ager who is perpetually
glued to the tube is well on the way
to having & very dull mind and a
very dull — and perhaps risky —
future,” the secretary said.

The secretary acknowledged
“several significant obstacies that
interfere with parents,” including
“the sheer drag of poverty.”

But the greatest obstacle is time,
he said.

Employers’ help

Employers have to rethink
inflexible work schedules to give
parents more time to take part in
their children’'s education, or
provide schools and day care at job
sites.

Schools also must create
opportunities for parental
involvement that recognize the
time constraints parents face.
Those changes would help address
“the unsertling disconnection
between educators and families,”
Mr. Riley said.

Despite educstors’ comments to
the contrary, parents still do not
feel welcome in their children's
schools. They want to learn how
they can help more.

"Many parents feel that their
right to be involved in school
policy, to be full participants in the
learning process, is ignored,
frustrated and sometimes even
denied,” Mr. Riley said. “They do
not {eel valued, and too often they
find education jargon to be a
putdown.”

Joseph Garcia covers public

education for The Dallas Morning
News.
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Education chief correct
to-focus on parents’ role

[T°S ENCOURAGING THAT Education Sec% Dick Riley is
launching a crusade to get parents more (nvolved in their children'’s
educatlon. It is well documented that this is one of the surest ways to
help a child excel in school.

Trouble is, children are increasingly growing up in homes
where both parents work and where demands of the workplace
claim priority. That's why Riley (2 also emphasizing the need for
corporations to give parents time off and Aexible work schedules.
Other considerstiona include setting up day care at job sites and al-
lowing parents to work at home without stigma or financial loas.

“Whatever it takes, we need to use all of our ingenuity to find
new ways to connect famllies to thetr children in these hectic Umes,"”
Riley sald. He's right. Ip this age where most parents are working,
there 18 much value In giving families more time and Rexidility to

. participate in thedr children’s educational development.

Rut dont be slarmed. This doesm't invglve any new Jegislation.
No nced to fear a Workplace Flexibility and Pareatal lovolvement in -
Education Act. Riley’s vision is of a voluntary broad-based partner-
8hip between dbusinesses and education organizations such as the
Natonal Coalition for Parent Involvement in Education and the Na-
tional Alliance of Business.

The velue in Riley’s initiative is that it steers the debate in the
right direction. Parents must do more tc help prepare their children.
And businesses should be sensitive 10 the nead for parents to work
flexible schedulss. Aftar all, without a weB-educsted warkfarcs,
carporations will find it dificult to maintain competitiveness in the
global marketplace. By workiag together, evarydody wins.
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Riley Launches Campaign To Spark Parent
Involvement

By Mark Pitsch
Washingron

Secretary of Education Richard
W Rilev launched a parent-in-
volvement initiative last week
that he said wall draw on the sup-
port of education. business. and
church groups to enlist parents tn
the fight to improve schools.

He also released a new Educa-
tion Department report on paren-
tal involvement 1n education.

Since February. when Mr. Riley
declared in a “state of Amenican
education” speech that parent in-
volvement would be a prionty, de-
partment officials have convened
125 meetings here and around the
country in an effort to bning di-
verse interests together 1n support
of the 1ssue.

The nitiative 1s not legisiative-
ly driven and the Clinton Admini-
stration will not seek additional
money for it. However. the Ad-
ministration has sought to pro-
mote greater parent involvement
in schools by requinng schools to
address it in plans they will sub-
mit under the Goals 2000: Edu-
cate America Act and some grant
programs in the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act.

Rather. said Mr. Rilev, the ini-
tiative 1s a partnership with var-
lous organizations, with the de-
partment promoting and
coordinating the effort.

“What were pnmanly doing 18
engaging people to share and par-
ticipate,” he said at a news confer-
ence after announcing the imitia-
tive in a speech at the National
Press Club. "We're listening and
pulling people togther.”

The initiative, Mr. Rilev contin-
ued. 1s "really no set thing. Butit's
important for us to set the net
wide. It's important to say thatat's
zero politics. It's nonpartisan.”

Goals 2000 Connection

One purpose of the effort. Mr.
Riley acknowledged. will be to
build support for the Administra-

tion's Goals 2000 strategy and the
standards-setting movement of
which it has become a part.

Mr. Riley acknowledged that
some grassroots opposition to
Goals 2000 has emerged. but he
contended that it has resulted
from “incorrect information”
about the new law. He said of par-
ents who oppose it: “We want
them involved:; that's the best we
can say.”

In his speech, Mr. Riley issued a
call for all parents to support pub-
lic education. It is a theme he has
emphasized several times this
year.

Seocretary Richard W. Riley describes the biueprint for his
new parent-involvement initistive as “s challenge to adult
America to recomnect with our children’s education.”

“Parents. including those who
have strong religious values. must
be at the table when 1t comes to
public education.” the Secretary
said. “But they must also be will-
ing to build bridges and not see
public education as the enemy.”

Chief among the campaign's
partners is the National Coalition
for Parent Involvement in Educa-
tion, which comprises 45 educa-



Riley Launches Campaign

ton-refated organizations  Its

chairwoman. Sue Ferguson. said

the coalition s next step:stodevel-

up a long-range plan that includes

creating a data base of successful

parent programs and a dissemina-
" tton mechanism.

Representatives of the National
PTa.the National Alliance of Busi-
ness. and the U S. Catholic Con-
ference also spoke in support of the
initiative and pledged their orga-
nizations’ help.

Mr Riley spent much of the day
touting the initiative, including
appearances on the Cable News
Network and c-spaN A depart-
ment spokesman said parent in-
volvement is a theme the Secre-
tarv will reiterate on the road over
the next several months.

Research And Strategies

The report Secretary Rilev re-
leased last week offers parent-in-
volvement strategies and pulls to-
gether 30 vears of research
supporting his thesis that “the es-
sential building block for learmung
is how the Amencan family uses
its strength and power to support
and encourage young people to
meet the high expectations now
being demanded of them in the
classroom.”

In addition to advice for parents,
the report. “Strong Families, Strong
Schools.” also calls on schools, com-
munities, businesses, and state and
federal governments to support
families and make it easier for par-
ents to show interest in their chil-

dren’s education.

It suggests. for example. that
schools “get nd of jargon to clanfy
communication,” that businesses
“adopt [such] family-fnendly poli-
cies {as] child care and flexible-
leave policies.” and that communi-
ties “make health, library, and
cultural services easily accessible
to the school’s neighorhood.”

Mr. Riley first mentioned many
of the ideas included in the report tn
his February speech, in which par-
ent involvement topped the list of

four areas the Secretary deemed wi-
tal to Amencan education.

Sounding a theme from that
speech. Secretary Riley told mem-
bers of the press club that the re-
port “is both a call to arms against
ignorance and low expectations
and it is also a challenge to adult
America to reconnect with our
children’s education.”

Copies of “Strong Families,
Strong Schools™ are available by
calling i800) USA-LEARN.
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Family values need an ally in government

Former Vice President Dan Quayle s off on what seems t0 be the
start of a run for the presidency in 1996. Not surprisingty, his teme is
“family values.” He deplores “deadbeat dads” who abandon their
children. His mission is to make Americans understand that “fathers
are not irrelevant.” . :

There is not a thing In chose assertions by Quayle that [ can
argue with 1 have seen the huge advantages that go to a child who

ows up with s mother and father -and especially one lucky enAo:gh
w have an extended fam{ly with educated grandparents around. !
see on one sad occadlon after another the troubles and pitfalis that
surround youngsters who have grown up with just one parent, usually
the mother, to give economic support and moral guidance.

Even as Quayle preaches his brand of virtue, I notice that a Dem-
ocrat, Education Secretary Richargd Riley, has issued a report titled
“Strong Families, Strong Schools.” In urging more parental involve-
ment in their children’s education, Riley says, “The American family is
the rock oo which a solid education can be buflt.” -

My major problem with Quayle, Riley and the other politicians
who prescribe familieg with virtuous values as a cure for Ameri-
ca's soclal woes ls that they never tell us how to make strong again
those familles, those human clusters that are now hopelessly dysfune-
tional, Millions of American youngsters ggw ur g that fathers

¢ Irrelevant, not Just because their mother got impregnated by some
scoundrel who sidpped town {mmediately, but because divorces—bit-
ter divorces~are an American way of life. There were 1,187,000 &-
vorces in 1993, and the odds are only 50-50 that & marriage taking
place today will not end in divorce.

Many divorces occur because the father is a lousy breadwinner.
He 1s not likely to become a prosperous supporter of his old family
after divarce. If he does start maidng good money, it s very difficult to
get 8 judge to force him W make child support payments.

Many politiclans who scream for mo&e_ prisons, for no parole for

any offender, for no rehabflitation programs fail to see that the more
young men they lock up for relatively minor offenses, the more situa-
tions they create where very youn% women will try to rear children
without benefit of a father in the house. We now have 15.6 million
¢hildren gro up {n households headed by single females—these
being the poorest, most traumatized households in America

There are some supervirtuous politicians, mostly conservative
women, who argue that our schools and most everything else would be
better if vomen accepted .i:ten the idea that thelr place s in the
horme, not on some assembly ine or in some corporute office.

We now have 58,714,000 women in the labor force and 3,60:Q§2
more trying to become workers. are ot to abandon t
world of work, s0 anyone wanting “sirong es” will have to find
ways to accommodate the reality of working women.

Riley is trying to convince employers that they make for a health.
fer America if they give their workers “flex time,” "release time,” day
care facilities at the work site and other areas of latitude that wil| free
them to become involved in the schooling of their children.

Old virtue becomes its own reward only when bolstered by laws
and programs that make virtue viable amidst the harsh realities of
modem Amerk:aan life.

P-\b RIS
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Education chief correct
to-focus on parents’ role

TS ENCOURAGING THAT Education Secretary Dick Riley is
launching a crusade to get parents more Involved in their children's
education. It is well documented that this is one of the surest ways to
help a child excel in school,

Trouble is, children are increasingly growing up in homes
where both parents wark and where demands of the workplace
claim priority. That's why Riley is aiso emphasizing the need for
corporations to give parents time off and flexible work schedules.
Other considerations include setting up day care at job sites and al-
lowing parents to work at home without stigma or inancial loas.

“Whatever it takes, we need to use all of our ingenuity to find
new ways to connect families to their children in these hectic times,”
Riley sald. He's right. In this age where most parents are working,
there 1s much vakue in giving families more ime and Rexibility to

. participste in thedr children’s educational development.

But don't be alarmed. This doesn't involve any new Jegislation.
No need to fear a Workplace Flexibility and Parental Involvement in
Education Act. Riley’s vision is of a voluntary broad-based partner-
ship betweon businesses and education organizations such as the
National Coalition for Parent Involvement in Education and the Na-
tional Alliance of Business.

The value in Riley’s initistive is that it steers the debate in the
right direction. Parents must do more to help prepare their children.
And businesses should be sensitive 10 the need for parents to work
flexible schedulss. After all, without a well-educated workforce,
corporations will find it difficult to maintain competitivenesas in the
global marketplace. By working together, everybody wins. -

9.
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Starting Right

A REPORT mued by the U.S. Educulon De artment tells
us nothing really new about the lmpomnt role thac parenu play -
in their children's education.’ :
But what it says about the rehnomh:p of homc and school it
spells out very clearly: .
- o Parents’ reading aload to small children is the smgle most
impartant activity. lcading to a-childy eventual success in rcading
@ Family involvement in education, the report says, is more
impartant to pupil success t.hnn elther family uu:ome or the
family’s educational level. o

@ Reading scores can be improved by home leamlng activitles.
* m Parental cantrol of the home — including making sure =
children get to school, making' teading matetlal available and-
limiting television time — has a disect cotrehtlon to test scores.

The common thread In this {and the- Teport drew on 3Q yem _

of research). Is that reading is. fundamental. .
Any parent, even one whose hours st home are busy, precious
. and limited, can find a litcle time to read to s child. Even fxmi-

lies with limlced resources’ can afford library books — elthér to -

read to the chnldren or for che childm t read. Surely most '
parents can exerclse eom.rol over how 1 many’ honn are spent
watching television. -

Educators are twld, and most belleve. thgt every chlld can .
learn. Parents need to believe it, to9, and to care enough t lay.
the groundwork for a wid¢ wodd of lea.mlm Teachen can only
polish the raw material they are sent from home. It cannot be
repeated too often dmmn teading to children ag 3(.“..1 3
and 4 is also fundame S I &

™07
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"Parents or parent key to children’s education success

.. A major spearheaded by the
. p:l‘thUOu to geyt (amilies
volv elr s education is obvi-
ously welcome. But presentday circun-
stances make that cause easier declared than
tealized.

Ideally, all parents should be active partici-
pants in their children's education. As civil
rights activist Jesse Jackson once said, “A
school system without pareats at its founda-
tion is just like a bucket with a hole in it.”

Today, the well of parents jpvolved with
fheir children's education is running too dry.
In all too many situations the plural term
“parents” doas not apply. And sad is tbe case
where children do have parents but the

ents do oot seem to care enough to be
volved

There are some quite real obstacles that

tend to wirk against rarenu trying to be
active in tieir child's learning process, but
those obst: cles bave become all-too conve-
nient excuses for some.

Sociely is learning well today what author
and social commentator WEB. Du Bols
Bginud oul: “School [s a desperate duel

tween ne ¢ souls acd old to pass on facts and
metbods ard dreams from a dying world . . .
without let Ing efther teacher or taught lase
for 2 mom nt faith and {nterest It is hard
work . . . It Is never wholly a success without
the pairstai:ing help of the parent.” :

The paretal-lovolvernent effort between
the Educatisn Department and & coalition of
church, bus 4nd commueity groups mer-
its suppurt. ‘ntheend, it is tbe family — beita
two-perion x one person household — that is
the key to ¢ child’s success 15 the classroom.
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Renewing the family values debate

It may have been coincidence dr the beginning of

the 1956 presicential campaign. but the American

p.e were hit recently with sermaons by several pol-
ticians on an old theme: the crisis in family values,

President Clinton, former Vice President Dan
Quayle and ev 8
delivered Tajor addresses on
stern moralizing upset some.

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, {or one, criticized Clintan,
arguing that the focus should be on jobs and urban
renewal. "not moral lessons on how to live.”

Jackson is not alone (n his skepticlam of politicians
teading on preachers’ tur?. But he's half-right at best.

Jobs and urban renewal are important, but every
day more Americans sense that the social and moral
fabric of the country is disintegrating and needs to
be rcstored. More than that, t sense that In.
dividuals, takirg personal responsibllity, must make
the difference.

But dow? Family values, the cher pols agreed.
“It's the family that can rebuild America” Quayle
said {n his speech. “We must find ways to strengthen
the family,” Clinton declared in his.

That's easily snough sald. but what really can be
done? As Riley observed in his speech, more families
are struggling just to make ends meet these days and
the demands on parents’ time are backbreaking

Meantime, the number of out-of-wedlock dirths has
soared, fathers are abandoning responsibility for
their children and kids are killing kids. And as more
(han one comunentator has observed (n recent years,

opic, an (T4

the last quartercentury has seen the self-fulfliment
of aduits elevated to pararmcunt status, with the well
being of chuldren decidedly :econdary.

Clinton issued the strongest call to action. “The fu.
fure can ba better....” he ‘old the National Baptist
Conventton. “Each of us hus a personial morul re-
sponaibility to make it so0.” .A\nd hs challenged “What
are we going to do about it, .4ght now?"

There are no simple sclutinns. but Clinton proTlmd
one essential step: Get {nvulved in children’s lives,
More Americans, he urged, must care for their chil
dren, lovs and discipline them, show them right and
wrong by «xample and couniel

Rtloi was even more direct. Become invclved in
your kid's education, he seid, and remain 3o even
when they spe ncreasingly in nt teenagers in
h:ghschooLMakesunthey:otonhooLumltM
television viewirg and spend more tims with them
{nstead or “letting owr children grow up at times,
almost alone and disconnected.”

Riley cautioned correctly that parents alone can't
do the job, and he issued to business exe-
cutives, educators and others to do their part. Indeed,
families aren't self-contalred They must be sup-
ported by amployers. communities and government.

Any debate over America’s “poverty of values’
could casily turn i(nto dipartisan blathar. Perhaps the
best thing about this new rcund of the values dedats
gc 1the'.‘vast area t;r ur:remom among t(i::” par&

pants—particularly on the nsed to give an
attention .5 the children. ¢
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School reform, at home

for school than all of

N here's 2 1-800 IO

I‘ Svomvining. bur « THE HOTTEST NUMBER e, Proenoch ool
here’s un important Edpcqnon Secretary Riley hassee lﬁoukl’l . ever
PEikn, "CaiVang  Inviteseveryone, bue | devee ME CYLS
you'll &ia'froc' copyof  parentsmostofallto  pec jesse Jackson.
the booklet Sirong  come back to school.  and other groups are .
&u,lm#r.;-.‘ boS{r:ng e .rfndmg tte :‘e&;\

‘fluolys. 11°s about how ' 1 parcnts b
you ¢an make the schools better. most important influences-in a child's

- The number is for Goals 2000, the
standard-scmnE J:rogmm of the US.
Department of Education. You also can
request other information about schools
and cducation. The number is staffed
8:30a.m. toSp.m. g 6" .
Now that you know. will you do it?
Ah. that’s the problem. Educaljon Secre-
tary Richard Rilcy has been on the
slump, campaigning for community
involvement in the schools, particularly
involvement of parents ia their own
children’s education. .
. If only children were bom holdiog an
instruction manual or, at the least, with
a label on their forcheads that said,
“Read to me!™ That simple act — done
often — would get more children ready

education. .

That mcans reading to kids, keeping
books available, turning off the televi-
sion, and, yes. making surc thal kids
headed for school actually get there.

Mr. Riley wants business to help by
adopting flexible schedules that let par..
cnts take time off from work to attend
parent-icacher confercnces or volunteer
in the . He also su that
businesses open schools at the work-
place. such- ag the ground-breaking
schoal at American Bankers Insurance
Gmm South I%alde,b:lnd use t:hkn;t
ogy as e=mail 10 help parents k
in touch with their children’s schools.

Sound ideas. thesé. Is anyone listen.

.

ing? ls anyone calling?
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SAN JOSE, Calif. -- Parent involvement is a top priority, said
Education Secretary Richard Riley earlier this month.

Parent involvement is the most important factor in children’s
learning, said teachers in a Child Trends survey.

Parent involvement is one of the goals of Goals 2000, the
federal education reform bill.

But what kind of parent involvement?

At many schools, the only role for involved parents is
chauffeuring on field trips and bringing brownies to the bake sale.
Seeking a say in curriculum, textbooks or teacher selection is seen
as parent interference not parent involvement.

Still, most schools aren’t turning away hordes of involved
parents eager to serve on committees. They’re begging parents to
show up for back-to-school night, parent-teacher conferences, PTA
meetings, Thanksgiving pageants and the Spring Sing. Many parents
can’t attend events during the work day. Others lack English
fluency.

Parent involvement at school is desirable, but fortunately it’s
not essential. What'’s absolutely critical is for parents to be
involved at home. .

Get your kids to school every day.

Have books, newspapers and magazines around the house.

Turn off the TV.

... and your children will do well in school.

Let your kids miss a lot of school.

Make your house a no-reading zone.

Keep the TV on all day.

... and your children will do poorly in school.

It’s just about that simple, according to "Strong Families,
Strong Schools,™ a report by the U.S. Education Department: "Three
factors over which parents exercise authority -- student
absenteeism, variety of reading materials in the home, and
excessive television watching -- explain nearly 90 percent of the
difference in performance between high- and low-achieving status."”

I think the other 10 percent is under parental control, too, at
least for parents who don’t wait until the kid is 15 to start
exercising their authority.

Riley urged parents to plan their day to create more family
time, set high standards for their children, make sure their kids
take challenging courses and do the homework, read together and
model the kind of behavior they’d like their kids to follow. (Don’t

More. -
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give the no-drugs lecture while drunk, for instance.) He also
advocated l¥miting TV viewing on a school night to no more than two
hours, which is about 1 1/2 hours too much.

I think the number one thing is for parents to talk to their
kids about school, about their day, about everything. These
conversations often raise ethical issues. If your daughter’s
third-best friend asks, "Am I your best friend?" what should she
say? A classmate of your son’s is being harassed. What should your
son do?

Involved parents don’t have to help with homework. They may not
be able to. But they need to do their job as parents, socializing
and civilizing their children, so teachers can do their job.

Parents who are too busy to do that should put their kids up
for adoption.

As for getting parents involved with their children’s schools,
I've got an idea: Take Our Dads To School Day.

In his speech, Riley called for business to give working
parents time to get involved in their children’s schools, and
announced the department will join a parent-school network to push
parent involvement.

Sure, it’s a gimmick, but let’s ask businesses to give
parent-workers a day off every school year to go to school, sit
through every class, "suit up" in gym, chow down that cafeteria
food and maybe learn what to do at home to help their kids do
better at school.

Parents could participate in "cooperative learning" groups, and
give teachers feedback on whether these are good training for
workplace collaboration. They could experience the new new math,
and see if it makes more sense than the old new math. They could
start to distinguish good ideas from gimmicks.

Of course, it would have to be Take Our Dads, Moms,
Grandparents, Surrogate Parents (and Folding Chairs) To School Day,
but let’s put fathers first, because they’re usually considered
last.

Many dads would be more involved in their children’s lives if
they weren’t treated so frequently as though they were dispensable
or defective.

I’'m not a big fan of Take Our Daughters To Work Day. Our
daughters (and sons) know all too well how hard their parents work
outside the home, and most have been dragged to mom’s work on
school holidays. Their "self-esteem" would be higher if parents
stressed family more and (paid) work less.

Let’s steal the idea and apply it where it’s really needed.
Give working parents a day to concentrate on the most important job
they’ll ever do.

###Joanne Jacobs is a columnist for the San Jose Mercury News.
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Homework for teachers and parents

Parental involvement in educaon has
mean more than warkting with the local parent-
teacher assoclaton.

It is what every parent does from the
morment a child is born. How a parent speaks to
a infant, disciplines a child, speaks on the
telephone in the preseace of a teenage son ar
daughter — such things make up the primary
value-setting education of America’s next
generation.

Education, like charity, begins at home.

The time has come for us alj — schools, par-
ents and the* businesses that keep mast of those
‘parents entirely too busy — to work to close the
teacher-parent gap.

U.S. Education I Richar
mﬁmmmﬁwm

month. Parental involvement is one of two
goals the Clinton administration added to the
" bipartisan national education goals for the year
2000 launched by President Bush and the 50
governors. (The other {s academic enrichment
for teachers.)

~ Riley argues persuasively that parental
involvement belps children's academic perfor-
mance. Riley's department pulled togethor 30
years of research showing that parents who

play ao active rale in their children's learning
tend to boost those children’s grades, as well as
their delight in lifalong leaming.

Another reason is palitical. Invalved parents
are mare likely to make the nadonal push for
goals and standards a grass-roots reality — and
Riley knows that American schools will not
change without grass-roots agitation. :

But how do schools draw in a eingls mother
living in public boosing with a bostile attitude
toward an institution she perhaps dropped out
of at age 167 Riley’s answer: Teachers should
consider visiting the home w try to understand
the child’s situation. A tough assignment, but
before this age of speciaiization, teachers
always did whatever it took to get-through.

And what sbout parents whose religious con-
viction tends toward censorship and so-called
Crestion Science? Riloy’s answer s that these
parents, 100, necd to be listened to. If a broad
conversation takes place about how a schoal is
governad, a carefully ripensd consensus will
hold marginal views in thelr proper place.

Schoals need to help all teachers reach out to
50 that they can work together oa
medmu%ddwmummem






