
Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet 
Clinton Library 

DOCUMENT NO. 
AND TYPE 

SUBJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION 

001. paper re Description of Youth Panel (4 pages) 

002. schedule FLOTUS, Friday, June 14, 1996 [partial] (3 pages) 

c 06/1996 b(6) 

06/14/1996 b(7)(E),b(6) 

COLLECTION: 
Clinton Presidential Records 
Office of the First Lady 
Jennifer Klein 
OA/Box Number: 13523 

FOLDER TITLE: 
Children's Conference, Kansas City, and Other Related Loose Materials [3] 

2014-0536-S 

kcl413 

Presidential Records Act -144 U.S.C. 2204(a)| 
RESTRICTION CODES 

Freedom of Information Act -15 U.S.C. 552(b)| 

PI National Security Classified Information 1(a)(1) of the PRA| 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office 1(a)(2) of the PRA| 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute 1(a)(3) of the PRA| 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information 1(a)(4) of the PRA| 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors |a)(5) of the PRA| 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy 1(a)(6) of the PRA| 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

b(l) National security classified information 1(b)(1) of the FOIA| 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency 1(b)(2) of the FOIA| 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute 1(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information 1(b)(4) of the FOIA| 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy 1(b)(6) of the FOIA) 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes 1(b)(7) of the FOIA| 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions 1(b)(8) of the FOIA| 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells 1(b)(9) of the FOIA] 



JUN-13 9b El :1b FROH:Mhr'OPS OFFICE 81S-E74-1991 TO: 912024569412 PAGE: 03 

Youth Talk: A City Listens to Childen 

Outline of Conference: 

-You and Al Sassone, President of the United Way, proceed to stage (you are seated in chair 
beside podium) 
-Sassone makes brief welcoming remarks and welcomes Mrs. Clinlon and Mayor Cleaver onto 
stage 
-Mrs. Clinton and the Mayor proceed onto stage and are seated. 
--Sassone introduces you 
-You proceed to podium and 

1. give overview of the Conference: 
-First Mayor Cleaver and Mrs. Clinton will give some opening remarks 
-Second, we will all have a chance to LISTEN to the wonderful group of young people 
assembled on stage 
-Then we will have a chance to respond, as an audience, to the concerns and issues that 
the young people raise 
2. introduce the Mayor (and be seated in chair) 

—Mayor will proceed to podium, make remarks and introduce Mrs. Clinton 
-Mrs. Clinton will proceed to podium and make remarks 
-You will return to podium and introduce the discussion with the young people: 

-We have the following group assembled: 
-Monica Roberts, age 17 
-Shanna Hiebert, age 13 
-Chris Elders, age 16 
-Jackie Melgoza, age 14 
-Brett Goodwin, age 12 
-Karla Phil pot, age 17 
-Eric Gephart, age 16 
-Tanisha McGee, age 17 
-Josh Reed, age 18 

-We are here to listen to them 
--With that, I tum it over to Mrs. Clinton, the Mayor, and the young people 

—Discussion should last for about 1 hour 
-You return to podium to introduce the next segment: 

--We now have an opportunity to respond to the issues and concerns raised by the 
eloquent and thoughful young people assembled 
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-This is a remarkable audience with representation from nearly every sector of our 
community - the religious community, the business community, the advocacy 
community, the foundation and non-profit community, the media -- and most 
important, parents and children. 
-Some leading representatives of those sectors who we have identified are: 

-Dwayne Crompton, a child care and child development expert 
-Jan Kreamer, President of the Greater Kansas City Community Foundation 
-Sister Berta Sailer, founder of St. Vincent's Family Service Center and a teacher 
-Bill Nelson, President, Chairman and CEO of Boatmen's Bank, 
-Cynthia Smith, Vice President of KCPT and an award-winning news anchor and 
reporter 
Judge Christine Sill-Rogers, a family court judge and child advocate 

-Reverand Henderson Bell, paster of Mount Pleasant Baptist Church 
-Dr. Elliot Bass, a family practitioner 
-and Pauline Rios, who is here, as many of us are, as a parent. 
-We are also pieased to have with us two members of Congress, Repressentatives 
Karen McCarthy and Pat Danner, aa well as the Mayor of Kansas City, Kansas, 
Carol Marinovitch. 

-(At this point, please call on one of the above adult respondents - ask folks to stand when 
making a comment - and help to keep the discussion moving for approx. 45-60 minutes, hoping 
to call for the last comment or question by 11:50.) 
-Ask Mrs, Clinton and the Mayor if they have any closing comments. 
-Thank everyone and close program -- THANK YOU! 



ADULT RESPONDENTS SEATED IN AUDIENCE 

Dwavne Crompton (Child Care) 
Dwayne Crompton is a widely respected expert and activist on child care and related issues. 
He is the Executive Director of KSMC Child Development Corporation, a child 
development agency that administers Head Start and the Child and Adult Food Care 
Program, and operates two comprehensive child development centers which provide training 
and technical assistance to help meet the early care and educational needs of children. 

Jan Kreamer (Foundation Leader) 
Jan Kreamer is President of Greater Kansas City Community Foundation, a charitable 
organization which helps businesses and individuals get involved in supporting the 
community through philanthropy. Jan describes the mission of the Foundation, which has 
served the greater Kansas City area for 18 years, as "working to build community." 
GKCCF has developed several initiatives for children, including mentoring, neighborhood 
mobilization and outreach and counseling for at-risk youth. 

Sister Berta Sailer (Education) 
Sister Berta helped to found St. Vincent's Family Service Center, a child development 
center targeted to working poor families that provides day care, pre-school and after-school 
care, as well as a summer program. With clients that primarily include homeless, foster 
children, and children of teenage mothers, the Center seeks to help support families by 
providing access to social services. Sister Berta, a former teacher and a legend in the child 
advocacy community, recently brought two busloads of children to Washington, D.C. for 
Stand for Children. 

Bill Nelson (Business) 
Bill Nelson is the President, Chairman, and CEO of Boatman's Bank. Mr. Nelson is also 
actively involved in the community, serving as the chair of the Civic Council of Greater 
Kansas City and the co-chair of the Partnership for Children, an initiative by the Heart of 
American United Way and the Greater Kansas City Community Foundation. 

Cynthia Smith (Media) 
Cynthia Smith is Vice President of Corporate Communications for KCPT, Kansas City's 
Public Television station. Ms. Smith is an award winning news reporter and anchor, and 
has hosted her own radio show. Family Matters. 

Judge Christine Sill-Rogers (Law) 
Judge Sill-Rogers has been a family court judge since 1993 and has presided over many 
cases involving domestic violence. Because of the cases she tried as a judge. Judge Sill-
Rodgers lias worked to change the state laws so that judges are required to appoint 
guardians for children in violent families. She also works as a community leader, serving 
as the legal director of the kids-run Kansas City Youth Court, which helps keep non-violent 
youth out of the formal court system. 



Reverend Henderson Bell (Religion) 
Reverend Bell, the Pastor of Mount Pleasant Baptist Church, has educated and led his 
congregation to make children the focus of their outreach ministry. The Church has 
generated enough funds to run the Children's Freedom School, a summer school based on 
the principles of the Children's Defense Fund. 

Dr. Elliot L. Bass (Health Care Provider) 
Dr. Bass is a private family practitioner in Kansas City. As a former associate medical 
director for Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Kansas City, Dr. Bass helped to develop several 
HMOs and PPOs. He is also an advisor to the Mayor's Task Force on Race Relations in 
Kansas City. 

Pauline Rios (Parent) 
Ms. Rios is the mother of four young children and the owner of a consulting business, 
BRAVA Enterprises. She has been an active member of numerous community 
organizations, including MANA. a Latina organization, the Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce, and Harmony in a World of Difference. Ms. Rios also currently serves of the 
board several organizations such as the YWCA and LULAC de Kansas City and has been 
nicknamed "Ms. Energizer" for her efforts to provide motivation and self-esteem to young 
people. 
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SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
FRIDAY, JUNE 14, 1996 
FINAL* 

WASHINGTON, DC/KANSAS CITY, MO/WASHINGTON, DC 

Lead Advance: Pat Halley 
Holiday Inn Crown Plaza 
816-531-3000 Rm 7825 
816-531-3007 fax 
800-SKY-PAGE #106-1114 

Press Advance: Ian Alberg 
816-531-3000 
816-531-3007 
800-SKY-PAGE 

Rm 1724 
fax 
#161-4679 

Site Advance: Vanessa F l i n t 

Scheduler: Ron Books 
202-456-5315 
202-456-5340 
703-525-5457 
WHCA pager 

office 
fax 
home 
#4818 

The White House PREV RON 

6:00 am 

6:50 am 

(bX6) 

Contact: Tatty 
202-785-2222 (w) 
301-567-6349 (h) 

DEPART South Portico 
EN ROUTE Andrews A i r Force Base 
[ d r i v e time: 3 0 minutes] 

MOTORCADE MANIFEST 
LIMO: HRC 
STAFF VAN: WILLIAMS, KLEIN, FINNEY, FARMER, NICHOLS 

7:20 am ARRIVE Andrews A i r Force Base 
Phone: 301-981-2100 
Fax: 301-981-4527 

NOTE: Congresswoman Karen McCarthy, Congresswoman Pat Danner and 
John Holland w i l l meet HRC at Andrews and accompany her on the 
f l i g h t , t o Kansas City. 
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7:30 am WHEELS UP Washington, DC 

9:00 am WHEELS DOWN Kansas Cit y , MO 
Kansas c i t y Downtown Airport 
FBO: Executive Beechcraft 
Phone: 816-842-8484 
Fax: 816-221-4802 
CLOSED PRESS 

NOTE: Pat Halley w i l l greet HRC upon a r r i v a l . 

Greeters: 
- Mayor Emmanuel Cleaver 
- Woody Overton, Regional GSA Administrator 
- Holly Nichols' family 

9:15 am DEPART Kansas City Downtown A i r p o r t 
EN ROUTE Kansas Cit y Convention Center 
[ d r i v e time: 10 minutes] 

MOTORCADE MANIFEST 
LIMO: HRC 
STAFF VAN: WILLIAMS, KLEIN, FINNEY, FARMER, NICHOLS 
GUEST VAN: MCCARTHY, DANNER, OVERTON, HOLLAND 

9:25 am 

9:25 am 

9:30 am-
9:35 am 

ARRIVE Kansas Cit y Convention Center 

PROCEED VIA ELEVATOR TO Room 43 00 A 

MEET & GREET W/ CONFERENCE YOUTH PARTICIPANTS 
Room 4300 A 
WH PHOTO ONLY 

FORMAT: HRC t o move i n a u-shape t o each 
youth. 

PARTICIPANTS: 
- HRC 
- Mayor Cleaver 
- Approximately 9 youths 
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9:35 am-
9:40 am MEET & GREET W/ CONFERENCE ADULT RESPONDENTS 

Room 4300 C 
WH PHOTO ONLY 

FORMAT: HRC t o move i n a u-shape t o each 
a d u l t . 

PARTICIPANTS: 
- HRC 
- Mayor Cleaver 
- Mayor Carol Ma r i n o v i t c h , Kansas C i t y , 

Kansas 
- A l Sassone, President of Heart of America 

United Way 
- Carl Boyd, conference moderator 
- Approximately 9 a d u l t s . 

9:45 am PROCEED W/ MAYOR CLEAVER TO Room 4300 E/F/G/H 
(Backstage) 

9:40 am-
11:55 am CHILDREN'S CONFERENCE "YOUTH TALK: A CITY 

LISTENS TO CHILDREN" 
Room 4300 E/F/G/H 
HRC Hold: Dressing Room B 
Phone: 816-871-3656 
Fax: 816-871-3655 
OPEN PRESS 

NOTE: There w i l l be a pre-program. 

FORMAT: 

A l Sassone, President of Heart of 
America United Way, d e l i v e r s welcoming 
remarks and i n t r o s Mayor Cleaver and HRC 
i n t o the room. 

HRC and Mayor Cleaver proceed t o seats 
on stage. 

Mr. Sassone i n t r o s Carl Boyd, moderator. 

Mr. Boyd explains conference format and 
i n t r o s Mayor Cleaver. 

Mayor Cleaver proceeds t o podium, 
d e l i v e r s b r i e f remarks and i n t r o s HRC. 
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HRC proceeds to podium and delivers 
remarks. 

HRC returns to seat on stage. 
NOTE: HRC to put a hard wire lav on 
upon a r r i v a l to seat. 

Mr. Boyd intr o s each youth and turns the 
program over to HRC and Mayor Cleaver. 

Open discussion with approximately 10 
youths ages 13-18 (60 minutes). 

Mr. Boyd opens discussion with adult 
respondents seated i n the f i r s t row and 
the audience at large. 
NOTE: There w i l l be 8 adults 
representing d i f f e r e n t sectors of the 
Kansas City community. 

Mr. Boyd closes the discussion and 
in t r o s Mayor Cleaver. 

Mayor Cleaver delivers closing remarks 
from his seat and i n t r o s HRC. 

HRC delivers closing remarks from her 
seat. 

HRC departs. 

PARTICIPANTS: Approximately 350 people to 
attend. 

11:55 am PROCEED TO Room 4300 A 

12:00 pm-
12:10 pm MEET AND GREET 

Room 4300 A 
WH PHOTO ONLY 

FORMAT: HRC w i l l move i n a u-shape to each 
person. 

PARTICIPANTS: 
- HRC 
- Maggie's family 
- Kelly Crawford +3 
- Roshan Parris +2 
- Katie Steele, HHS Regional Director 
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12:10 pm PROCEED TO Room 4300 D & B 

Greeters: 
- Adele H a l l , Chair, Women's Public Service Network 
- Mike Morrissey, Chair, Chamber of Commerce 

12:15 pm-
1:00 pm COMMUNITY LEADERS LUNCHEON 

Room 4300 D & B 
CLOSED PRESS 

FORMAT: 

HRC, Ms. H a l l , and Mr. Morrissey proceed 
on stage. 

HRC proceeds t o seat next t o Ms. H a l l . 

Mr. Morrissey welcomes and i n t r o s Ms. 
H a l l . 

Ms. H a l l d e l i v e r s b r i e f remarks and 
i n t r o s HRC. 

HRC d e l i v e r s remarks. 

HRC t o do a Q & A. 

Ms. H a l l closes the luncheon. 

HRC e x i t s stage l e f t , working a r o p e l i n e 
from l e f t t o r i g h t . 

PARTICIPANTS: Approximately 125 people t o 
attend. 

Departure Greeters: 
- J e f f and Nica C r i s w e l l , f r i e n d s of Roger C l i n t o n . 

1:05 pm DEPART Kansas C i t y Convention Center 
EN ROUTE Kansas C i t y Downtown A i r p o r t 
[ d r i v e time: 10 minutes] 

MOTORCADE MANIFEST 
LIMO: HRC 
STAFF VAN: WILLIAMS, KLEIN, FINNEY, FARMER, RABNER 
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1:15 pm 

1:30 pm 

ARRIVE Kansas City Downtown Airport 
FBO: Executive Beechcraft 
Phone: 816-842-8484 
Fax: 816-221-4802 
CLOSED PRESS 

WHEELS UP Kansas C i t y , MO 

4:40 pm 

4:50 pm 

WHEELS DOWN Andrews A i r Force Base 
Phone: 301-981-2100 
Fax: 301-981-4527 

DEPART Andrews A i r Force Base 
EN ROUTE White House 
[d r i v e time: 3 0 minutes] 

5:20 pm 

5:30 pm 

MOTORCADE MANIFEST 
LIMO: HRC 
STAFF VAN: WILLIAMS, KLEIN, FINNEY, FARMER, RABNER 

10:00 pm 

ARRIVE South Portico 

MACK MCLARTY'S SOTH BIRTHDAY PARTY (W/ POTUS) 
Yellow Oval Room 
CLOSED PRESS 

FORMAT: Cocktails and Appetizers. 

WHEELS UP VIA MARINE ONE South Lawn 

FLIGHT TIME: 3 0 MINUTES 

10:30 pm WHEELS DOWN Camp David, MD 

RON Camp David, MD 

OVERNIGHT GUESTS: 
- Dick Kelley 
- Dorothy Rodham 
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WEATHER FORECAST FOR WASHINGTON, DC: 
- P a r t l y cloudy w i t h a chance of an afternoon shower or 
thunderstorm. Wind east t o southeast a t 8 t o 15 knots. Low 65 
t o 70. High 86 t o 91. 

WEATHER FORECAST FOR KANSAS CITY, MO: 
- P a r t l y cloudy. Wind east t o southeast a t 5 t o 10 knots. Low 
64 t o 69. High 86 t o 91. 

WEATHER FORECAST FOR CAMP DAVID: 
- P a r t l y cloudy. Wind northwest a t 10 t o 15 knots. Low 60 t o 65. 
High 83 t o 88. 

WASHINGTON, DC EVENTS: 

KENNEDY CENTER: 
- Beauty and the Beast 
- King Mackerel & the Blues are Running 
- Shear Madness 

FORDS: 
- The Fantasticks 

WOLFTRAP: 
- George Benson 
- N a t i o n a l Symphony Orchestra 

ARENA: 
- Gross N a t i o n a l Product 
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YOUTH TALK: A CITY LISTENS TO CHILDREN 
STAGE SEATING CHART 

Monica Roberts, 17 

Shanna Hiebert, 13 

Chris Elders, 16 

Jackie Melgoia, 14 

Mayor Cleaver 

Brett Goodwin, 12 x 

PODfUM 

Josh Reed, 18 

Tanisha McGee, 17 

Eric Gephart, 16 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 

Karla Philpot, 17 

X 
X 

nton 
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F I R S T LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
REMARKS! FOR 

KANSAS CITY, MO 
JUNE 13,} 1996 Ut^rw"** P^IU '*^ 

tAcknowledgments: Al Sassone, [sass-SOWN]/president of Heart of 
America United Way; Carl Boyd, moderator//Congresswoman Karen 
McCarthy;YciaiEfi_Mc£askill# Jackson County prosecutor; Kansas 
City Children's ChoirJ »<<^WfVi?ty\ M»^r ^nc^iytiiSi 

Thank-you, Mayor Cleaver. I also wai^t t o thank you f o r 
i n v i t i n g me to j o i n i n t h i s important conversation with and about 
the children of Kansas City. ' 

I am very happy t o be back here — i n a place where so many 
people are committed t o making t h e i r hometown the very best place 
to raise and be children. One can't drive around t h i s c i t y 
without seeing red question marks reminding us of Kansas City's 
#1 question: " I s i t good f o r the children?" I t i s a question 
every American should ask him or herself before making decisions 
for t h e i r f a m i l i e s , t h e i r communities, and t h e i r country. 

We are l i v i n g i n a time of great challenge f o r our children 
and t h e i r families: Today, i n c i t i e s and towns across America, 
children are exposed t o crime i n the streets and violence on the 
airwaves; they are tempted by the lure of tobacco, alcohol, and 
drugs; too many l i v e with the burdens of poverty, i l l i t e r a c y and 
poor health; and a l l children must address the pressure of 
competing i n a new and fast-paced global economy. 

But there are opportunities as w e l l . My husband often says 
that there's no problem i n America that i s n ' t being solved 
somewhere i n t h i s country. I am here today because I know tha t 
many solutions can be found r i g h t here i n Kansas City. The 
parents, schools, churches, c i t y council, the media, and 
businesses of t h i s c i t y are coming together t o create a safer and 
more nurturing environment f o r a l l children. 

*W>«MJM^ 'tJ %uuh"l Muni M»t uty 4 "'rHUrM 
/(The Partnership f o r Children, the ten-year j o i n t i n i t i a t i v e tv^p,^ 

of the Heart of America United Way and the Greater Kansas City p{ 

Community Foundationals a loader on t h i s coordinated e f f o r t t o / 
mafee-gfejrldron t h i s r i f r y ' f i priority.—As--mosiror~y5U-imew 7--tliey 7 
are-teehind-till t h o s ^ r e d qtresfeioR-magfcs and billboards'?- Orvirvn^^f-

And the c i t y i t s e l f has implemented c h i l d and family-
f r i e n d l y p o l i c i e s / I know that c i t y employees here can take up 
to four hours of/paid annual leave t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n school 
a c t i v i t i e s , whether or not they have children of t h e i r own. The 
c i t y and volunteers from a l l sectors of our society have given 
young people Of Kansas c i t y productive alternatives t o violence 
and gangs, through programs such as SQUASH IT, Hot Summer Nights, 
Night Hoops/ The Cadet program i s helping high school students 
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develop better relationships with the police officers who serve 
their community. The Kansas City Star i s dedicating many of i t s 
column inches to a whole variety of children's issues from child 
care to child safety to child health to family values. 

A l l of these partnerships are crucial. I believe with a l l 
my heart that the best way we can help strengthen families i s for 
each of us as individuals — and each sector of our society — to 
recognize our responsibilities to our children. 

Parents — both mothers and fathers — have the primary 
responsibility for their children. [Since Father's Day i s just a 
few days away, I hope we w i l l be able to talk a l i t t l e about how 
we can a l l work to strengthen the role of fathers in their 
children's lives.] 

But even exemplary parents cannot be the best parents they 
can be without help from the whole village. Each day children 
learn habits and values not just at home, but in classrooms, 
playgrounds, day care centers, and neighborhood streets; from 
grandparents, aunts, uncles and friends; and, like i t or not, 
from TV shows, commercials and movies. Parents must rely on 
their employers for f a i r wages and the f l e x i b i l i t y to perform the 
duties of childrearing. At some time or another parents need 
help from the government ~ whether i t ' s a police officer 
patrolling the neighborhood, a college loan, or assistance 
meeting the needs of a child living with d i s a b i l i t i e s . 

Today, we know more about what children need to develop than 
ever before. But we s t i l l have too few organised ways of 
supporting parents in the most important work they do. We have 
not figured out how to replace the extended family, clan or 
village that looked out for children in earlier times, AS a 
result, many parents don't get the infonnation or the help they 
need to f u l f i l l their parental obligations. 

We need to change this. I'm hoping that today's 
conversation w i l l help us: I hope i t w i l l be a conversation that 
allows a l l of us — politicians, business leaders, advocates, and 
the biggest experts themselves, parents and children — to share 
ideas for meeting the challenges before us. 

There have already been plenty of conferences that have 
analyzed what's wrong with our society. This i s an opportunity 
to determine what i s right for children, what ini t i a t i v e s really 
work to help a l l of our children f u l f i l l their God-given 
potential, and what can be done to replicate these positive 
efforts throughout the state and the country. 

Please don't be shy today. What each of us says here i s 
important, because when i t comes to children, we a l l have 
experience — and we can a l l claim a kind of expertise. We have 
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a l l been children. We a l l love our children- We a l l have 
visions and aspirations for what they can become. We think of 
and talk about them constantly, during coffee breaks, PTA 
meetings, on front porches and phones, in letters and e-mail. No 
other subject takes so much of our time, nor touches our souls so 
deeply. 

Children are not rugged individualists. They have no say in 
the political, business and economic decisions made by our 
nation. And yet they are our future. That is why we can and 
must be their voice. I look forward to hearing from a l l of you. 
Thank-you. 

ti* 
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H I am delighted to have t h i s opportunity to thank each and 
every one of you f o r the work you do on behalf of children. 
One of the reasons I am here i n Kansas City i s because t h i s 
i s a place where people are committed to making t h e i r 
hometown the very best place i t can be to raise children. 

§ I have j u s t come from an important and ex c i t i n g conversation 
with members of the Kansas City community. I t was a chance 
to l i s t e n t o children, learn about the challenges they face, 
and work together toward solutions. 

§ I t i s heartening to see here i n Kansas City so many people 
who every day are making children a p r i o r i t y . Yet we have 
to acknowledge that Kansas City, l i k e every other community 
i n t h i s country, i s not immune to the challenges facing 
American children and t h e i r families: The crime i n our 
streets and violence on the airwaves; tlie l ure of tobacco, 
alcohol, and drugs; the burdens of poverty, i l l i t e r a c y and 
poor health; and the pressure to acquire s k i l l s t o compete 
i n a global economy. 

| But there's no problem i n America that i s n ' t being solved 
somewhere i n t h i s country. We can f i n d many of these 
solutions here i n Kansas City. Parents, schools, churches, 
c i t y councils and businesses have come together on behalf of 
children t o put these solutions i n t o action. 

I I know that t h i s past week the dramatic red question marks 
were unveiled and the #1 Question Campaign was launched. A 
r e s u l t of the ten-year j o i n t i n i t i a t i v e between the Heart of 
America United Way and the Greater Kansas City Community 
Foundation and A f f i l i a t e d Trust, t h i s campaign i s one of 
many examples of Kansas City's commitment to children. 

§ From r a i s i n g children's immunization rates t o providing fun 
and safe social outlets on summer nights to giving c i t y 
employees four hours of paid leave to devote t o children's 
school a c t i v i t i e s , the Kansas City community has shown that 
i t knows the answer t o The #1 Question: " I s i t good f o r 
children?" 

| But these programs have worked only because you have a l l 
made a commitment to work together on behalf of children. 
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Partnerships are crucial. I believe that the best way we 
can help strengthen our families is for each of us — from 
every sector of society — to recognize our responsibilities 
to our children. 

Parents have the primary responsibility for their children, 
but they cannot f u l f i l l their obligations without help from 
the whole community. 

Today, we know more about what children need to develop than 
ever before. But we s t i l l have too few organized ways of 
supporting parents in the most important work they do. 

I'm hoping that more and more a l l of us — politicians, 
business leaders, advocates, educators, health care 
professionals, the media, and the biggest experts of a l l — 
parents and children — will share ideas for meeting the 
challenges before us. 

Children are not rugged individualists. They have no say in 
the political, business and economic decisions made by our 
nation. And yet they are our future. That i s why we can 
and must be their voice. Thank you. 

### 
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The P;.irtnorship for Children_i.s a len-vcar, joirt initiativt;_oLlhe Hean^-
oi AmeTU-a UnitedJVasLanj Ihg Gr^U'r Karats City Cprnmunity 
Foundation & Affiliat»iliuals. U is governed by a Steering 
Committee comprised of board members from the two. sponsoring'-•. 
orjjani.'aHons, a? vv':!l.as other Lonimuxuty leaders. 

The vilal tool used lo demonstrate improvonicnt fnr Greater Kansas. 
Ciry's children b the Ri/pnrt C"an3. Published annually, the Report Card . 
is based on a school-baKcd grading systern which shows conditions, ' fof^: 
children in metro Kansas Citv in the areas of Safely & Security, Health, 
F.ducntkm, Child Caru, and ' l een Years. The first three Report Cards 
,v<-t>ivi:d ,i grade of "L)+." Howfcver, the Report Card assiftned^,. 
the commiinitv a grade of "C." While this improvement i.s but an. 
incremental gain overall, .specific areas of the Report Card have seen , : ; 

dramatic improvomeni.: immunization rates of children nnd«r rh^ age 
nf two huve soared from 52% to 72%; violent cranes are down; more r 
inothers are seeking prenatal care; fewer teens are having babies; and, 
achievemen! scores ot students are above national averages. • 

The Partnership for Children's vision is that children are the -•. 
conscience-of a eommunity; ond the care a community expresses ior a ... 

. ohild becomes tht> simplest and most elegant measure (tf that 
cuminuiiilv's regard for its .self. Our mission is to secure from every 
citizen of our commvmity die highest regard for the care and treatment 
of our children and their families; to define, elicit, nnd measure 
desirable behaviors cionsistent with that altitude • and displayed by 
precise actions which are validated by measurable behavior showing' -
(•hat Kansas City's commitment to its community starts with a 
comm-irment to its children. 
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^ LsiLgtxxi 
for iheVhiidren 

1 he #1 Ouflfition Campaign 
The #1 QuHtilion Campaign is a xnotropi)litan-vvide marketing effort lhat seeks to 
engage: Ocnter Kansas Citian* i.n efforts that advance the well-being of area 
children and youth. Greater Kansas City will be asked to use the simple, elegant 
question "te il good for the chiUiim?" as a litmus test tor decisions to be made 
anywhere in their lives, whether il be at their place of businesses, homes, 
schools, or place of worship. 

The campaign combines Ihe highly sophisticated techniques of contemporary 
marketing -- research, positioning, brand identification, paid advertising, direci 
mail, and public relations - with grassroots energies to link all of Kansas City to 
the needs of its chi Id ren. Early metropolitan-area campaign adopters includ*? 
teachers and. superintendents, parents and young people, civic/business leaders 
and community groups,, youih-serving agencies and religious institutions. 

Below i?: a sample of billboards currently being displayed in Greater Kansas Citv: 

What Kansas Gtv's #1 question r Isitjjpod 
r̂thethildren. 



Oe/LVSe 15:30 0816 472 5818 AFL CIO COMM SRV 

"A Picture 
of Hope 

The 1995/96 
Report Card & 
Data Briefing 
Book 



06,1.3/96 15:32 ®816 472 5818 AFL CIO COMM SRV 121008 

Table Qf Contents 

I. Leaders W/Fomard 34 

. A Year Of Action 5 7 

III. Overview Of Report Card 1995/86 8-9 

IV. Report Card 1995/96 

Safety & Security 10-11 
Benchmarks: Violent crime • Child abuse and naglect • AFDC 

Health 12-13 
Benchmarks: Early prenatal care • Low birth weight • Infant mortality • Immunizations • WIC program 

CNU Care 11-15 
Benchmarks: Quality * Cost to parents • Capacity vs. demand • Resource and reteral 

EdllCfltiOn 16-17 
Benchmarks: Achievement scores - High school completion • School readiness • Post-graduate success • Bond issues 

i M i U l M n 1Q-19 
Benchmarks: Teen births • Alcohol & other dnjg use • Teen homicides 

Data Appendix 20 27 

W. Acknowledgements 28-30 

VU. Honor Roii Recognition 
"Squash It" Youth 11 
Kansas Legislature 13 
KCPTKidsTelevision19 17 
The Kansas City Star 19 

VN. Index 31 

DC. Credits 32 



06-13/96 15:32 ©816 472 5818 AFL CIO COMM SRV 121009 

Introdiii, 

The Pa,, tatpoduction 
Community FOLU I ' ^ lip for Children, a 10-year initiative of the Heart of America United Way and the Greater Kansas City 

community [<, ''inn & Affiliated Trusts, exists to improve conditions for children by mobilizing powerful new voices in the 
' k on their behalf. Created in 1991, the Partnership stands for the principle that children are our most 

valuable and vulnerable natural resource. 

Children ai. :,, Our Belef 
' conscience of a community; and the care a community expresses for a child becomes the simplest and 

most elegant measure of that community's regard for itself. 

To secure i, 
families; to defi,, 

which are v.i. 

AfQssion Statement 
i every citizen of our community the highest regard for the care and treatment of our children and their 
"iicit, and measure desirable behaviors consistent with that attitude — and displayed by precise actions 
ned by measurable behavior showing that Kansas City's commitment to its community starts with a 

commitment to its children. 

The Parti), 
Annually, these 
lives. The Repi. 
results, not mei, 

Preface 
up for Children issued its first Report Card and accompanying Data Briefing Book in September 1992. 

'^'ts document the status of children in Greater Kansas City and encourage actions to improve children's 
• 'ard focuses on the whole child, rather than just one element of a child's life. It emphasizes measurable 
•'fforts made. The Report Card is based on the belief that thoughtfully conceived actions by a motivated 

citizenry will result in healthier children and their families. 

PsriTiission to CDDV Parr?rshlp (or Chiltfran' 1055 Bfwdway. Suile 170• Kansas City. Missouri 64105- Oflice; 816/842-7643 • FAX; 815/342-7907 

••mate, .--id otherwise uss thii v.g* is giantsri. as long as amfeirehlp is prgperty credUed. Addiilonal ha'd copies sre avaiiabls tnrouflh ths Pan/iarcniD *i 
E'cCimn'Ccopies are a-vMe irom KCPT-TV ig thrt , tha World Wide Web at HffPAWVW.TViS.KCPT.OBG. 

2 

•or Ctiiidrsn. 
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Leadership 

An initiative of the Heart of America United Way and the Greater Kansas City Community Foundation & Affiliated Trusts, 
the Partnership for Children is governed by a steering committee drawn from the boards ot directors 

of the two organizations and the community. 

Haart o! America United Way, Inc. 
1995 Board ol Direciors 

Rev. Earl Abel, pasior, Palsstlna MissionaiV Baptist Church 
otjesus Chr̂ t 

Maty Jane 6ames. conmunlty voiuniaer 
William S. Berkley, president and chief exscu'-ivs otllcer. 

Tension Envelope Company 
Linda J. Carson, reaionai admlnlstralar, Adminlstrallon for 

Children and Families, Uepartmem ot Haaith 1 Human 
Services 

J. Richard Devlin, exacutlve vice ptBsidant. Sprint 
Frank C. DeRlso, president, Unlled FOOU Si Commercial 

Workers, Local 576 
William H. Dunn, Sr., cnalrman Ol (he Bsard. J.E. Dunn 

Canstruction Company" 
Michael met, president, Heart America AFL-CIO 
Michael T. Peming, axecutlva vice president, Marcantiie 

Bank cl Kansas City 
Rafael Garcia, prasidant, Rartael Architects, Inc. 
Patricia A. Gamey, Sanwy Companies, Inc. 
Robert K. Green, axecutive vice president. 

UtiliCorp uma, inc. 
Donald J. Hall. Jr., Hallmark vice presldert - creative. 

Hallmark Cards, Inc. 
Mary Kay Kornar, vice oresident - nail. First National Bank 

ol Kansas 
Norman Hudson, preeldant. Kansas City Federation ot 

Teachers. Local 691 
Marcus Jackson, eemor vice president - power supply, 

Kansas Citi' Poww & Liflht Company 
Sylvester James. Jr., partner. Kenner end James 
W. Jackson Letts, consultant, Fairbanns Morse Pump 

Greater Kansas City 
Community FoumtaHan & Alfilialed Trusts 

1995 Board or Directors 

Rev. Eaii Atel. nasior, Palestine Missionary Baptist Church 
ol Jesus Christ 

Wlillatr S. Barkley, president aid chiel executive officer, 
Tension Envelope Compmy 

Henry vv. Bioch, chairman 0)11* Doarri. HSR Block, Int. 
Ricnard L- Bona, vice chairman ol ihe board. Guaranty Bank 

& Trust 
Joanne Nl. Collins, assistant « * president, United Missouri 

Bank of Kansas City 
Laura A. Cray, commuMty volunteer* 
Betsey s. Fletcher, comnunitywilunresr 
Anita B, Gorrr.an. president CJIyof Fountains" 
Richard C. Green, chairman ol tte beard, presidem, â d 

chief axecutlve officer, UBCorp United, Inc. 
Ad?lfl C. Hall, community volurteer* 
Paul H, Henson. chairman, Kacas City Southern Industries, 

Inc. 
Drue Jannlngs, president and tttef executive officer, Kansas 

CityPtwrer & Llahl Comjaity' 
Hwxan A. Jahnson, president, Hermen Johnson Company 
Jonathan M. Kemper, prasid«t.CQmmerce Bank of 

tCansas City 
Robert A. Klpo. 3foup vice president Hallmark Cards, Inc. 
janlca C. Kreamer. president, Gieater Kansas City 

cwnmunlty Foundetign lAfliiiated Trusts" 
Ramon Mumuia, attorney at law 
William C. Nelson, chairman a the board, president, ana 

chief executive officer, Boatmen's First National Bank-
David F. Oliver, partner, BtyanGave LLP* 
.mnn H Rnhintfir, rhalrmnn ensritus. Black & Veaicti 

Greater Kansas City 
Community Foondalion & Mfiliated Trusts 

1995 Community Advisors 

Rose Bryant, community volunteer 
Dwayne A. Crompton, execuUve direcior, KCMC Child 

Development Corporation' 
John B. Deadwyier, Scientific Education Partneiship 
Paul Dinovitz. vice president and general manager, 

KMBC-TV Channel 9 
Patricia A. Garney, Sarnay Companies, inc. 
Andrea C. Hall, vice president, K.C. Operations, Midwest 

Research Institute 
Fioeort L. Henley, visiting professor, UMKC-School ot 

Education 
Stepnen L. Hill, Jr., U.S. Attorney 
Mar)' Lou Jatamillo, executive director, Mattie Rhodes 

Counseling & Art Center 
Denise 6. Jordon. managinfl editor, Tlie Kansas City Globe 
W Terrence Kllrny, partner, Sltugnait Thomson & Kiiroy 

?.C. 
Sandra Lawrence, director for regional development, 

Midwest Regional Institute 
Robert C. Levy, Seifllreid. BinQham. Levy, Sel»r & Gee 
Honorable Cornel! 0. Weeks, Jr.. district court judge, 

Wyandotte County, Kansas' 
Judy Melgoza, community volunteer 
Lynn Miichelson, executive vice president, Bank IV 

Kansas, NA 
JennbiBS J. Newcom, Shook, Hardy & Bacon 
James T, Nunnelly, antl-drog programs division 

administrator, Jackson County Fmsecutor's Offlce 
John E. Palmar, president, EDP Enterprises, Inc. 
Irene Salazar, minority health educator. Kansas City, 



06/13/96 15:24 ?816 472 5818 AFL CIO COMM SRV 

immunity Leaders 
port Card 1995/96 Has Been Endorsed By: 

William T. Esrey, ctialrman and CEO, Sprint 
SuEllen Pried, community volunteer 
Anita Gorman, community volunteer 
Josflph McGuff, retiree efllttr, The Kansas City Star 
Hon, Cordell D. Meate, Jr.. Wyandotte County district court iudse 
RoDsrt B. Rogers, chairman and CEO, Ewing Mar.or Kauffman Foundation 
Rev, Thomas Savage. S.J., prflsident, Rockhurst College 
U.S. Senator Nancy Kassebaum, Kansas Republican 

mring Committee 
An Initiative of tne Haart of Amirica United Way and Vie Greater Kansas City 

nmunity Foundation & Affiliated Trusts, tlie Partnerstiip for Children is governed by 
enring cammlrtee drawn from the boards of directors of ths two organizations and 
community, 

-Chairmen: 
William C. Nelson, chairman, oresident, ano CEO, Boatmen's First National Sariii 
Robart C. Wowlwortr, president & publisher, The Kansas City Star 

rubers; 
Barbara Ailmon, president, H&R Block Foundation 
Laura A. Cray, community voluntear 
Dwayne A, Crampton. executive director. KCMC Child Development Corporation 
William H. Dunn, Sr., cfmman of tlie board, j.E. Dunn Construction Company 
John B. Francis, president, Francis Families Foundation 
Anita B. Gorman, iommunity volunteer 
Marjorie D. Grant, vice president, AMC Entertainment, Inc. 
Adele G. Hall, community volunteer 
Judy H. Hunt, cGmmunity volunteer 
Drue Jennings, president & CEO, Kansas City Power & Light Company 
:heryl Jernigan, president, Kansas City Area Hospital Association 
Janice C. Kreamer, president, Greater Kansas City Community Foundation 
Hon. Cordell D. Weeks, Jr., district, court judge, WyandottB County, Kansas 
Or. Robert H. Menetlly, community volunteer 
Hon. Carlos Murguia, district court Judge, Wyandotte County, Kansas 
David F. Oliver, partner, Bryan Cave LLP 
3onnie Peterson, vice president patient services, Trinity Lutheran Hospital 
,<endra Price, Youth Representative 
Al Sassone. president. Heart of America United Way, inc. 
Susan M. Stanton, president & COO. Payless Cashways, inc. 
William Tempel, president i CEO, UMB Bank Kansas 
David P. Thomas, director, community affairs. Sprint 
i.inda Ward director, investor relations, Payless Cashways, Inc. 
David H. Westbrook, president & CEO. Corporate CommLinications Group, Inc. 
liugene R, Wilson, president, youth development, Ewing Marion Kautiman 

Foundation 

P A R T N E R S H I P r O H C H I L D R E N 

Report Card 
Report on: 

The Ztatus ofChitom. in freater Kansas City 

Ages: 0-19 WS/96 ParentS/Guard.ans: Cltam of freater KjtWSCity 

Over* u 
greater Kansas Citv ̂  been graded C for -, 99 5/96 

Dated this fifth day of October 199 5 
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immunity Leaders 
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William T. Esrgy. chairman and CEO, Sprint 
SuEllen Fried, community volunteer 
Anita Gorman, community volunteer 
Joseph McGutt, retired eaitor. The Kansas City Star 
Hon. Cordell D. Weeks. Jr.. Wyandotte County district court judge 
Robert fl. Rogers, chairman and CEO, Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation 
Rev. Thomas Savage, S.J., president, Rockhurst College 
U.S. Senator Nan;y KasseDaum, Kansas Republican 

ering Committee 
An initiative of the Mean of America United Way and the Greater Kansas City 

miunity Foundation & Affiliated Trusts, the Partnership for Children is governed by 
sering committee drawn from the boards of directors of the two organizations and 
icrnmunity. 

Chairmen: 
William C, Nelson, chairman, president, and CEO, Boatmen's First National Bank 

• flobert C. Wooaworth, president & publisher. The Kansas City Star 

mbers: 
Barbara Ailmon, president, H&R Block Foundation 
Laura A. Cray, community volunteer 
Dwayne A. Crompton, executive director. KCWlC Child Development Corporation 
William H. Dunn, Sr., chairman of the board, J.E. Dunn Construction Company 
John B. Francis, president. Francis Families Foundation 
Anita B. Gorman community volunteer 
Marjorie D. Grant, vice president, AMC Entertainment, Inc. 
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Judy H. Hunt, community volunteer 
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Janice C. Kreamer, president. Greater Kansas City Cammunity Foundation 
Hon. Cordell D. Meeks, Jr., district court judge, Wyandotte County, Kansas 
Dr. Robert H, Menellly. community volunteer 
Hon. Carlos Murguia, district court |udge, Wyandotte County Kansas 
David F. Oliver, partner, Bryan Cave LLP 
Bonnie Peterson, vice president, patient services, Trinity Lutheran Hospital 
Kendra Price, Youth Representative 
Al Sassone, president, Heart of America United Way, Inc. 
Susan M. Stanton, president & COO, Payless Cashways. Inc. 
William Tempel, president & CEO. UMB Bank Kansas 
David P. Thomas, director, community affairs, Sprint 
Unda Ward, director, investor relations, Payless Cashways. Inc. 
David H. Westbrook, president & CEO, Corporate Communications Group, inc. 
Eugene R. Wilson, president, youth development, Ewing Marion Kauffman 

Foundation 

77 

XX 
P A R T N E R S H I P F Q H c H i u o n e N 

Report Card 
Report on: Statuf of Childrm in (greater Kjmsas City 

Ages: 0-19 ttr 1995/96 

Parents/Guardians: Citaens of greater Kjmw City 

OveMt 

greater/Cmaf City has been graded C tor 199 5/96 

Dated this fifth day of October m _5_ 
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Partnership Yor Children 
Ths Partnership for Children issued its first Report Card and sccompany-

g Briefing Book in September 1992. Annually, these reports documenl the 
a;us of children in Greater Kansas City and encourage actions to improve 
ii dren's lives. The Report Card focuses on the whale child, rather than just 
id part of a child's life. It emphasises the measurable results, not merely 
forts made, and it is intended to be a trusted data resource lor policy mak-
s, children's advocates, parents, and the media. The Partnership defines the 
iBtro area as Clay, Jackson, and Piatte counties In Missouri ano Johnson and 
'yandotie counties In Kansas. 

A10-year initiative of the Heart of America United Way and the Greater 
ansas City Community Foundation & Affiliated Trusts, the Partnarship for 
h Idren exists to improve the conditions for children by mobilizing powerful 

voices in the community to work an their behalf. 
Our mission is to sacurs from every citizen of our community the highest 

jjard for the care and treatment of our children and their farniliss; to define, 
icif, and measure desirable behaviors consistent with that altitude — and 
isplayed by precise actions which are validated by mtasurabie behavior 
lowing that Kansas City's commitment to its community starts with a com-
lir.ment to its children. 

XX 
P A R T N E R S H I P F D R C H I L A R E N 

1055 Broadway - Suite 170 
Kansas City, Missouri 64105 

816-842-7643 FAX 516-84Z-7907 

Graphic design and production sen-ices courtesy of 
Corporate Communications Group, Inc. 

Safety ft Security: 
• Violent Crime 

Crimes in Missouri decreased by 12% 

• Child Abuse & Neglect 
Reports of abuse & neglect up 7% 

• Aid to Families with Dependent Children 
(AFDC) 
Number of families receiving AFDC up 6% 

Health: 
• Early Prenatal Care 

85% of babies bom received prenatal care 

* Low Birth Weight 
Stable number of babies born weighing 
less than 5.5 pounds 

Infant Mortalitj 
Rate per 100,000 births is 3.8 

• Immunizations 
Rate soared from 56% to 72% in one year 

imfrwement, 
moreneedfto 

be done 

ChBdCare: 
• Quality 

2 in 5 children are cared for by a degreed 
provider 

Cost To Parenis 
Average yearly price of infant care is 
$4,950 

Capacity vs. Demand 
infant care is difflcult to find 

• Resource and Ralarral 
8,500 families received education and 
counseling 

$i^nifmnt 
imfmement 
keefufthe 
food work 

Too mi 
tobe 

fraded 
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COMMENTS 

Education: 
School fteadiness 
95% of children were ready for school 

Achievement Scores 
Students remain above national aver­
ages 

High School Complelion 
Rates dropped to 73% 

• Post-Graduata Success 
Data not currently collected 

Bond Issues 
86% passed: up from 33% 

thaws 
amiistmcy 

Teen Years: 
• Teen Birth Rale 

12.1% of all babies were born ta teen 
mothers 

Substance Abuse 
Alcohol regularly used by 34% of 6th 
graders 

Teen Homicides 
40 youth between 15 and 19 died in 
1993 

Vettir, but 
will require 

amtinued hard 
work 

Overall Grade: 
Report Card 1995/86 uses this craning system: A. axestlan?: 8, gooa: C. riMSs 

imsrovement 0. seriously dflfidcnt; F. failing; \, insufficient intonratien available. His grades 
are bawfl on xnt analysis nf tne mast recent dab lor benchmarks lhat ara v.'idely regarded as 
good measures nl chilarsn's well-being. For * mora detailed explanation refer to the Dab 
Brietino 9aoK. Copies may ba obtained throuufi the PsrtnerWip ftr Chilsrm 

Data wera aiaiyiad la detennine: 

- wnertior tha situation was nnproving (•^-), stabilizing (-Jt), cr getting worse (—j 

• Whather tne situation was battar or woiia tnan the national avgraga 

• Oistanca Irom thg Year 2000 Goal 
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CD 

KCPT Kids Television 19 
Getting kids ready to leam is the inspiration for the new KCPT Kids 

Television 19 project. The pilot project is structured around programs pro­
vided by the PBS Ready-to-Leam Service. KCPT then customizes the 
programming by adding in-between shorts on varying subjects. Since 
April, the station has received more than 1,000 phone calls requesting 
more information. 
The Kansas City Star 

"Raising Kansas City: Values and the Next Generation" is an in-
depth look at vaiues and how they affect young people. Each month, the 
Star focuses on one of twelve core values identified by a panel of commu­
nity experts. Another example of the Star's commitment to educating the 
public on children's issues can be found on the editorial pages, where 
numerous editorials have appeared in support of child care, safety, and 
health concerns. Most recertiy. six editorials were run in support of 
immunizations. 
"Squash It" Youth 

Among many urban youths, walking away from a fight is perceived 
as cowardice. "Squash It" plants the idea that real strength means using 
your head, not weapons, to resolve conflicts — using peers to get the 
message across. Seven youth who were integrally involved in launching 
the campaign nearly a year ago continue to work as leaders in building 
the campaign. The youth have spent a combined 2,000 hours getting 
"Squash It" up and running tocaliy. Their efforts have already shown 
signs of success with rival gang members freely choosing to sqmh their 
differences. 
The Kansas Legislature 

With the passage of The Child Immunization Refonn Act, the Kansas 
Legislature corrected impediments to immunization on two fronts. First, 
it allows parents to delegate immunization consent to a relative or child 
care provider. Second, private insurance companies are required — as 
policies are renewed —tc cover the cost of immunizations for children 
up to thirty-six months of age with no co-pay, co-insurance, Or deductible 
requirement. 
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The PartaBrsiiip for Children, an initiative ol the Heart of America Unlled Way and ihe 
Qrealer Kansas City Commumly Foundation and Affiliated Trusts, mobilizes powertul and effective voices to speak out lor the 

children of metropolitan K i City. The Partnerehip siands for the principle that children are our most valuable 
vulnerable iral resource, ana works far change on behalf of children. 
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Leadership 

An initiative of the Heart ot America United Way and the Greater Kansas City fc™!!!^^ T r u S t S ' 
the Partnership for Children is governed by a steering committee drawn fmm the boards of directors 

of the two organizations and the community. 

Heart ol America United Way. inc. 

1995 Board ot Director; 

Rev. Eari Abal. pasior. Pslastlna Missionary Bapiffl Ctiurch 
of JasuscnriEt 

Mary Jane Barnes, community volurtaar 
Wiilian s. Bork'.ey, president and chief executiva officer. 

Tension Envalope Company 
Linda J Carson, reoionai administrator. Administration for 

Children and Families, Department at Health & Human 
Sen/icas 

j . Richard Devlin, execubva vice president. Sprint 
Frank C DuRles. presldetit. Llnllad Faod & Commarclal 

Workere, Local 576 
Wllilam H. Dunn, Sr., chairman of ttie board, J.E. Dunn 

Construction Company' 
Michael Fisher, president, Heart af America AFL-CIO 
Michael T, Fleming, s«aciJtlve vise piesifluflt, Mercantile 

Bank ot Kansas City 
Rafael Garcia, president, Rafael Arcmtects, Inc. 
Patricia A, Gamey, Sarnay Companies, Inc. 
Robert K. Graan. executive vice president, 

UtiliCorp unitad. Inc. 
Donaid J. Hall, Jr.. Hailmarkvica president - creative, 

Hallmark Cards. Inc. 
Mary Kay Homer, vlca president - reiaii. finst National Bank 

of Kansas 
Norman Hudson, president. Kansas City Federation ol 

Teacttere, Local sat 
Marcus Jackson, senior vleo presidem - power supply, 

Kansas City Power & Liflht Company 
Sylvester Jamas. Jr.. partner. Keniw and James 
W. Jacteon Letts, consultant. Fairbanks usrso Pump 

Division 
Edward W. Mahrt-, Jr.. executive vice president 

aomlnlstrawn, Marion Merrell Daw, Inc. 
t. Wynn Fresson. vice chairman at the board, Health 
Slov« fiollnc vice president puOilc affairs, Ewing Marion 

Kauffmin Foundation 
Connie Sanders, director of special sarvices, Liberty Public 

Scnool District 
AI Santeilar, chairman, pnmmunity services comminee, 

UAW Loral 249 
Donald R. SeHert, managemBrrt services direcior, City of 

Olathe, Kansas 
' Susan M. Stanton, president and chief operatinj officer, 

Payless Cashways, inc.-
Donald C, Ubarrolh. brarch irianager, AT&T 
Phil Witt, news anchorman, WDAF-TV Ctiannes 4 
Robert C Woodwortti. oresident and publisher, Tha Kansas 

City Star 

GrsatEt Kansas City 
Community Foundation & AHllialed Trusts 

1995 Board at U irectors 

Rev. Earl Abel, pastor Palestine Mlsstonaiy Baptist Church 
ol Jesus Christ 

William S. BerWey, president and chief enecutiva onicer. 
Tension envelope Com(B^ 

Henry W. Bloch, chairman of the boand. H&R BlocK. Inc. 
Richard L. Bond, vice chairman of the board, Guaranty Bank 

& Trust 
Joanne M. Collins, Msisontvke prssident, United Missouri 

Bank ol Kansas City 
Laura A. Cray, community vohrteer* 
Betsey S- Retcher, community volunteer 
Anita B. Gonran, presidem, CHy of Fountains' 
Richard C. Green, ehaimian o( Be board, presidant, and 

chlei exgcutive officer, UHllCorp United, inc. 
Adele C. Hall, community volirtar" 
Paul H Henson, chairman. Karo Ciry Southern industries, 

inc. 
Ome Jennings, president and dial axicutlve officer. Kansas 

City Power & Light Gompeny 
Herman A. Johnson, presldert. Herman Johnson Company 
Jonathan M. Kemper, prasldatt. Commerce Bank oi 

Kansas Cliy 
Robert A. Kipp, flroup vice president. Hallmark Cards. Inc. 
Janice C Kreamer, presioent. Gieater Kansas City 

Community Foundation 4 Afliliated Trusts* 
Ramon Murguia, attorney at law 
William C. Nelson, chairman oftne board, president, ana 

chief executive offlcar, Beafcnen's First National Bank' 
DavidF. Oliver, partner. Bryan CJve LLP-

John H. Robinson, chairman emeritus, Black & Veaich 
Beth K. Smith. ad|unct professor UMKC Bloch School of 

Business & Puoilc Aflimiisiration 
Morton:. Sosland. chairman, Sesiana Publishing Company 
David Stanley, aiairman ol the board and chief executive 

officer, Payless Cashways. Inc. 
Jamee P. Sunderland, chaimonotthe board. Ash Gnjvs 

Cemem company 
Miiored L. Watson, former conmlssioner, Circuit Court of 

Jackson Coumy, Juvatila Division 
Robert C. Weodworth, presatart and publisher, The Kansas 

City Star-

Honorary Director 
Floyd R. Sibson, senior judge, U.S. Court of Appeals, Eighth 

Circuit 

Greater Kansas City 
Community Foundation & MliUaled Trusts 

1995 Community Atfuisors 

Rosa Btyam. community volunteer 
Dwayne A. Cmmpton. executive director, KCMC Child 

Onvelopment Corporation-
John B. Deadwyler, Sdantlflc Educafion Partnership 
Paul Dinovitz, vica president and general manager. 

KMBC-TVChannel 9 
Patricia A. Qaroey. Gamey Companies Inc, 
Andrea C Hall, vice president. K.C. Operatans. Midwest 

Research institute 
Roaert L Henley, visiting professor, UMKC-School of 

Education 
Stephen L, Hill, Jr., U.S. Attomay 
Mary Lou Jaramlllo. exacutlve director. Mattla Rhodes 

counseling 4 Art Center 
Denise E. Jordon managing editor. The Kansas City Globa 
W. Terrence Kiiroy, partner, Shughart Thomson & Kiiroy 

p.c. 
Sandra Lawrence, director for nfglonal development, 

Midwest Regional Institute 
Robert C Levy. Selgfreni, B'mgham, Levy, Saber & Gse 
Honorable Cordell D. Meeks. Jr., district court judge. 

Wyandotte County, Kansas' 
Judy Melgoza, community volunteer 
Lynn Milthelson, executive vice presidenl, Bank IV 

Kansas, NA 
Jennings j . Newcom. Shook. Haitiy & Bacon 
JamsE T. Nunnelly, anti-drug programs division 

administrator, Jackson county Prosecutor's Office 
John E. Palmer, pnssident, EDP EnlerprisM. Inc. 
Irene Salazar, minority health educator, Kansas City, 

Missouri HealUl Department 
Eiiafieth T. Solberg, executive vice president and senior 

partner, Flelstiman-HiHard. Inc. 
David H. Westbrook. president and chief executive officer, 

Corporate Communications Group, Inc.* 

('Denotes Partnership lor Children Steering Committee 
members) 

Ex-Otflclo 
William C. Nelson, chairman Ol the board, president, and 

chief executive officer, Boatmen's first National Sank" 
Michael T. Logan, manager-lnsiallation/repair, Sopttiwsstem 

Beli Telephone Company 
H. Eu-sane Dooley. presiient, YMCA of Greater Kansas City 
Al Sassena. presldeni. Heart o! America United way, inc." 
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Forward 

The citizens of Greater Kansas City have heard and responded 
to the Report Card's echoing community cal! to action. The 
deafening cry of our children has been met by an unsurpassed 
amount of enthusiastic support, which proves beyond a doubt that 
our community truly cares about the condition of its children. 
Because nf the inexhaustible efiorts of individuals, agencies, 
organizations, neighborhoods, churches, media, heallfi care 
providers, government, and thousands of volunteers, the overall 
grade for the 1995/96 Report Card has risen lo a C. 

We know this incremental gain would not have been possbie 
without the dedication and commitment of mary in this 
community. We salute those who give unselfishly of themselves 
day after day, for they are the unsung heroes. 

This year, in an attempt to acknowledge some examples of the 
positive efforts that are going on in our community, the 

Partnership for Children has chosen to recognize four initiatives 
which we believe have helped to make a difference in the lives of 
our children during the past year. These pictures of hope have 
risen to the top of our S l Sono/ ' M > e > & f a ^ e a / ^ 
S&ast'ia-i- i ^^p i ^ts&d&en, and are highlighted 
throughout this document on pages 11,13,17, and 19. While we 
realize there are many in our community whose recognition is long 
overdue, these initiatives were selected because of the unique 
solutions they have contributed to the ever-growing problems our 
children and youth face every day. 

You, too, can make a difference. The children of our 
community need your caring and involvement to grow up safe, 
healthy, and strong, and in some cases, just to grow up at all. 
Because where children live shouldn't affect whether they eat, sleep 
or are taken care of, we must continue to work as a community tc 
smooth the startling inequities confronting so many of our young 
people today. We encourage you to act on behalf of ALL children 
— not just those in your own neighborhood, but those who live in 
neighbortioods across the metro area. Collectively, we can 
continue to make a difference for Kansas City's children! 

William C. Nelson 
Co-Chair, Steering Committee 
President, Chairman, and CEO 
Boatmen's First National Bank 

Robert C. Woodworth 
Co-Chair, Steering Committee 
President and Publisher 
Tne Kansas City Star 

a James M. Caccamo, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
Partnership for Children 
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A Year Of Action 

During 1995, ihe Partnership for Children worked with many 

community organizations and individuals to improve the grades within the 

Report Card. The time, energy, and resources dedicated by them is 

reflected by the significant improvement in this year's grade. Although the 

Partnership for Children's efforts were directed at a variety of issues, more 

emphasis was aimed !n the direction of imrriunizations, teen violence, and 

child care. 

Immunizations 
The Partnership for Children has established a goal of fully 

immunizing every child in ths Greater Kansas City area by the age of 2. 

Some of this year's efforts to reach that goal include: 

Working with the Mid-America Immunization Coalition, the 

Partnership for Children has assisted In organizing five immunization 

weekend evtmts since April 1993. As a result of these weekends, 

nearly 9,000 children have been immunized with over 22,000 doses 

of vaccine. 

Many corporations and businesses have joined the Partnership for 

Children in developing strategies to reach families. For instance, for 

the last several years, Humana Health Care Plans has donated the 

proceeds from its annual Marathon, 10K Run, and Bee Wise Walk 

specifically toward efforts which raise immunization rates, in 

addition, Hallmark Cards has developed and is distributing a 

congratulatory card for new parents reminding them Of the 

importance of immunizations. 
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A Year Of Action 

"Squaghir 

Loca!, county, and state health departments, as well as many 

individuals and organizations in the public and private sectors, 

continue to work with the Partnership for Children to find innovative 

v/ays to reach chiidrsn and their families. 

The Kansas Legislature passed a bill proposed tv the Partnership for 

Children which accomplished two tilings First, it requires insurance 

carriers to cover the cost of vaccines, as policies are renewed, for all 

cf their clients in Kansas, without being subject to a deductible, co-

pay, or co-insurance requirement. Second, the bill allows parents to 

give written permission for another responsible adult (like a 

grandparent, uncle, aunt, brother, sister, or a cliild care provider) to 

present their young child for their immunizations. 

Efforts are underway to ensure the passage of similar legislation in 

the state of Missouri. A door-to-door campaign has begun to inform 

local legislators and constituents of the importance of 

immunizations. 

CoilBclivBly, our community has succeeded in raising the 

immumzztlon rales of children under two Iran 567a to 72% in just 

one year. 

The "Squash tt" campaign seeks to stem the levels of teen violence in 

the Greater Kansas City area by making it "cool and smart" to walk away 

i violent confrontation. Efforts to promote the campaign include: from a) 

More than 30 "Squash It" teams are being established in schools, 

youth-serving agencies, and neighborhoods. 

Over 50 conflict resolution training sessions were held with youth 

groups. 

Ttie Partnership for Children facilitated a public forum on youth 

violence issues, which empowered youth to discuss solutions to the 

problems with both local and national leaders. 

Heightened awareness of the campaign continues through various 

media outlets, including billboards, radio and television public 

service announcements, and "snipes" located on over 500 Coca-

Cola vending machines in local middle- and high-schools. 

Support of the campaign has continued at the national level by 

inclusion of the "Squash It" message in fall storylines to be seen on 

network television shows. 

The "Squash t f campaign was moved under the purview of 

YouthNet, which will integrate aspects of the campaign into existing 

programs offered to their clientele. 
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A Year 01 Action 

ChiM Care 
One poal of the Partnership for Children is to improve the quality of 

child care in the metro area. Research clearly demonstrates that a weil 

educated and trained child care provider has the ability to deliver better, 

higher quality child care. 

• In 1995, the Partnership for Children worked with the Francis Child 

Development Institute to replicate its successful model for child care 

training in Missouri, Unique tc the Francis Child Development 

Institute is the ability to provide quality training for providers for 

either college credit or continuing education purposes. 

• Working with other child care leaders In the Greater Kansas City 

area, the Partnership for Children assisted in the development of the 

EduCare model, which focuses on the training of in-home child care 

providers. 

Other Areas of Advocacy 
YouttiWork 

Hoping to find meaningful work for our youth, the Partnership for 

Children has worked with YouthNet over the last year to match youth with 

employers who would provide a meaningful employment opportunity, as 

well as a consistent and positive role model, in a young person's life. 

Many positive relationships have come out of the program: 

• A "YouthWork Hotline" was established to assist youth In locating 

employment. Two youth were hired to answer the hotline, which 

received a total of 158 calls. 

• Transportation to and from work was provided for 105 young 

people. Vans were leased and bus passes were distributed to youth 

who lived on or near bus lines. 

• As a result of these efforts, 172 youth were employed and supported 

during the summer. 

"We must realize that our children, as adults/ 
will live by the example and values m impart. 
Their future cuntributions and achievements 
will be a direct 'teaching' of what they 'learn' 
tpom us today." 
Rafael I. Garcia, AIA, NCARB 
President 
Rafael Architects, Inc. 

. mi 

Opening of Schools 
Public school buildings can provide safe places for young people to 

enjoy structured, recreational activities during non-school hours. TTie 

notion of bringing a community around schools located in neighborhoods 

is one that the Partnership for Children endorses. 

• Recently, the Partnership for Children was successful in persuading 

the Kansas City, Missouri School District to waive the "facility usage 

fee" required for using public school buildings. This fee is an 

amount charged by the district above and beyond those expenses 

incurred through staff, security personnel, custodial services, and 

electricity. 

• Other school districts, including Center, Independence, Fort Osage, 

Shawnee Mission, and Kansas City, Kansas, are considering opening 

their public scnool buildings for similar purposes. 
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Overview 

"D+," Significant gains were seen in the Safety & Security and Teen Years 

categories. However, the most substantial gain was made in tne area of 

Health. The Education grade was unchanged. Child Care will continue to 

remain 1 Incomplete" until five years of data are coilected and a trend can 

be established. 

Grading Metri n Kansas City 
Grades are based on data for 19 different benchmarks that are widely 

regarded as good measures of children's well-being. Data fcr each 

benchmark were analyzed to determine: 

• Whether the situation in metropolitan Kansas Ciry was Improving, 

stabilizing, or getting worse, based on five years of information; 

• Whether the sibjaticn in metropolitan Kansas City was better or 

worse than the national average; and, 

• Distance from the Year 2000 goal (when available) 

Thrt rtrtrtthftH ivf nnninninn nmndmm i i n r m n + i n i t n h r t i i + 
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Overview 

REPORT CARD 1995/96 
Safety ft Security 
Health 
Child Care 
Education 
Teen Years 

D-
B-

bicomplete 
B 
D+ 

Overall Grade C 

The Partnarship for Children and its panel of canirianity le.̂ et'S (see 

page 28) have assigned the grade ot "C to the overall status of shildren in 

Greater Kansas City. The grâ e is the result of an analysis of existing data 

on cnildren ano families wuhin the five-county, bi-state metropolitan atea 

— including Clay. Jackson, and Platte counties in Missouri and Johnson 

and Wyandotte counties in Kansas. 

This marks the frst year ot improvement in the Resort Card's overall 

grade, as all three previous Report Cards have received an overall grade of 

"Dt." Significant gains were seen in the Safety & Security and Teen Years 

categories. However, the most substantia! gain was made in the area of 

Health. The Education grade was unchanged. Child Care will continue to 

remain "Incomplete" until five years of data are collected and a trend can 

be established. 

Grading Metropolitan Kansas City 
Grades are uased on data for 19 different benchmarks that are widely 

regarded as good measures of children's well-being. Data for each 

benchmark were analyzed to determine: 

• Whether the situation in metropolitan Kansas City was improving, 

stabilizing, or getting worse, based on five years of information, 

• Whether the situation in metropolitan Kansas City was better or 
worse than the national average, and, 

• Distance from the Year 2000 goal (when available) 

Tha method of assigning grades, as well as further information about 

interpreting Report Card 1995/96, is explained on page 20. 

Explanation o( Grades 

A = Excellent 

B - Good 

C = Needs improvement 

D = Seriously deficient 

F = Failing 

INCOMPLETE = Insufficient information available 
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Benchmark Chart 

Metro Kansas City Children's Benchmark Chart 
The following chart provides a summary glance of Greater Kansas City's performance in each of the benchmarks 

used to evaluate the well-being of our children. 

K.C. vs. 
1994/85 1995/96 5-Year National PCT.OfYear 
Grade Grade Trend Average 2000 Goal 

Overall Grade 0+ 

Safety & Security F 
Violent Crime 
Child Abuse & Neglect 

Aid to Families with Dependent Children 

Health B-
Early Prenatal Care 
Low Birth Weight 
Infant Mortality 

Immunizations 

Women, Infants & Chilaren Program 

Stabilizing 

Worsening 

Incomplete 

Improving 

Stabilizing 

Improving 

Improving 

Worsening 

Worse 

Same 
N/A 

Bener 

Worse 

Worse 

Better 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Within 10% 

Within 25-49% 

Within 11-24% 

Within 25- 49% 

N/A 

Child Care 
Quality 

Cost to Parents 

Capacity vs. Demand 

Resource and Referral 

Incomplete * 

Education 
School Readiness 

Achievement Scores 

High School Completion 

Post-Graduate Success 

B B 
Improving 

Stabilizing 

Stabilizing 

Incomplete 

N/A 

Better 

Same 

N/A 

Within 10% 

N/A 

Within 11-24% 
N/A 

Teen Years 
Teen Births 

Alcohol & Other Drug Use 

Teen Homicides 

D- 0+ 
Improving 

Improving 

Worsening 

Worse 

Worse 

N/A 

Within 25-49% 

Within 50-74% 

N/A 

N/A = Data na: Hvailable lar U.S. or thB Vear 2000 coal. 
Incompleie - Oaia not available (or metro area. 
for a iiioiti aeiailed eioianaLioii ol mis chart, see tne Dau Appendix on page 20. 
" A graae couia roi oe assianeo lo Child Care twsea on tns estesiisnsd grading iystem whicf uses tive-vear trend analysis (1995 marks tne second year ot data collection), comcanson TO national daa 
(dOl available for benchmarks), and 'Jisiancc frnir, lha Yrar 2000 goal. 
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Safety & Security 

Report Card Category: Safety And 
Security 95/98 Grade: 0-
Benchmark: Violent Crime 

Violence has become one of society's most serious problems, 

whether behind closed doors or on the street. And the outrage over the 

level of violence has prompted an upsurge in community activism that is 

bearing results. Neighborhood policing and community after-school 

programs are helping to reduce the level of violence and increase the 

availability of safe places for chiidren. For the first time in 6 years, ths rate 

of violent crime is down in Missouri. (As 1993 data are not available yet for 

Kansas, the next Report Card will contain data for two years.) 

In Greater Kansas City, Report Card 1995/96 Learned: 
• in 1993,12,377 crimes occurred on the Missouri side, a 12% 

decrease from the previous year. Tie crime rate per 100,000 

dropped from 1,637 to 1,441. 

• Of the 17,902 crimes that occurred in the metropolitan area im 992, 

13,992 occurred on the Missouri side. 

10 

• In 1992, the violent crime rate per 100,000 persons was 1,289 for 

the Kansas City area, compared to a national rate of 758. 

• Wyandotte County's violent crime rate dropped 9% from 1990 to 

1992. Ttie rate climbed 22% in Johnson County during the same 

period. 

Year 2000 Goal. Not yet established. Complete Data Appendix 
appears on page 21. 

Benchmark: Child Abuse And Neglect 
One in three victims of physical abuse in the U.S. is less than a year 

old and almost 90% of children who died of abuse and neglect in 1990 

were under five years old. The stories of abuse that have come to light 

have made everyone more sensitive to the plight of children in danger, and 

reforms are under way to reduce the incidence of abuse. 

in Greater Kansas City, Report Card 1995/96 Learned: 

• In 1993, there were 20.239 reports of child abuse or neglect in the 

metropolitan area, up about 7% from the previous year. The reports 
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Safety & Security 

represent 5.5% ot the total number of chiidren under 18. 

• Evidence of abuse or negiect was found in about 3,500 or 17%. of 

tha reported cases. 

• The highest incidence was in Jackson County with 2,691 confirmed 

cases, followed by Ciay County with 313. 

• Wyandotte County had a 50 percent drop in the number ot 

confirmed cases of abuse between 1S92 and 1993, although the rate 

of reported cases remained fairly stable 

Year 2000 Goal. Not yei established. Complete Data Appendix 

appears on page 21. 

Benchmark: Aid To Families With Dependent Children 
(AFDC) 

The poverty rate in Kansas City has increased over the past decade 

with more than one-fourth of ill families with children under 18 years of 

ag? with ir.comes below the federal poverty level (an annual income below 

$14,703 for a family of four). This has increased the demand for Aid to 

families with Dependent Children. With the uncertain future of welfare 

programs, the focus is shifting to the states to take caie ot those in need, 

In Greater Kansas City, Report Card 1995/96 Learned: 

• The number of children whose families received AFDC in 1993 

increased to 48,763, up 6% from ihe prior year, 

• Platte was the only county to show a decresse from 782 to 677. 

• In tne Kansas City area, 13% of ail children under 18 received AFDC 

benefits, which is similar ic the state rates in Missouri anc Kansas 

• in Wyandotte County, 29% of children received benefits, compared 

to 1 B% in Jackson County, 5% in Clay County, and 4% in Platte and 

Johnson counties. 

YBar2OO0 Goal- Not yet established. Complete Date Appendix 

apptjars on page 22, 

"... Children are the future, and if vue do not 
provide them happy, healthy, and safe 
environments in which to live and learn, then 
we have failed... and it is the children who will 
pay the price ol our failure." 
Officer Darren Ivey 
K.G.P.D. Conununity Police Officer 

A Picture or Hope — "Squash It" Youth 

"If you want to have a life, baby, squash it Use ycur mind to 

keep from going crazy. "Squash It"." 

This rap refrain from the "Squash It" campaign was penned 

by Micnael "Mikey-d" Ruiz, youth leader of the local "Squash If 

campaign. Tha 26-yfflJ'-oid joined the effort after attending a 

meeting with a friend of his to talk about gang violence. "I could 

relate to everything people were talking about. Then, two weeks 

after the 'Squash It' planning meeting, my friend was gunned 

down in a drive-by shooting," says Ruiz, in a soft voice that 

inspires peopie to lean in to listen. His commitment intensified. 

Among many urban youths, walking away from a fight is 

perceived as cowardice. Through social enginaering, "Squash It" 

plants the idea that real strength means using your head, not 

weapons, to resolve mnflicts — using peers to get the message 

across. 

Ruiz is one of several youths who have spent about 2.000 

hours of time getting the "Squash If campaign up and running in 

Kansas City. Now under tha aegis of YouthNet, "Squash It" was 

brought here In October 1994 by the Partnership for Chiidren as a 

prototype for the national campaign. 

Ruiz and the other founding "Squash If youth — Torrie 

McDonalo, Ramon McGlothen, Rod Wilson, Chris Hill, Juan Lugo, 

and Michael Lee—have attended meetings, spoken to area 

community groups, and helped to create a complete marketing 

campaign. 

The stories of the founding "Squash ir youth document just 

how tough it is to seOthe idea of mind-over-metal to inner-city 

youth — and how much determination and energy they possess 

for the job. 

Sixteen-year-old Chris Hill says, "I choose to live positive, I 

think about consequences. I always asks other kids, What about 

next year?" 

The original "Squash It" youth have now invited others to join 

them, but continue to work as leaders in building the campaign. 

Their efforts have already shown signs of success, Kids report 

seeing the gesture used to quell fights in the 'hood. Perhaps the 

best evidence, a rival gang member recently called Ruiz and said, 

"I'm ready to squash our differences. What can I do?" 
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Health 

Report Card Category: Healtli 
95/36 Grade: B-
Benchmark: Early Prenatal Care 

Prenatal care is one oi tfie most cost-effective way? to give children a 

healthy start in life, a recognition that has prompted expanded services to 

low- and middle-income women and seen both national and local 

increases in the numbers cf pregnant women who receive prenatal care. 

In Graater Kansas City. Report Card 1995/96 Learned: 

• About 85% of babies in the Kansas City area received prenatal care. 

• The number of mothers who sought prenatal care has risen about 
5% since 1987. 

• Ths rates ranged from 80% in Jackson County to 94% in Johnson 
County. 

• Kansas City remains above the national average of 78%. 

Year 2000 Goal. 90% cr, all women should bê in prenatal care within 
the first three months of pregnancy. Complpte Data Appendix appears on 
page 22. 

Benchmark: Low Birth Weight 
Low birth weight is only one consequence of the lack of prenatal care. 

Infants who are bom weighing less than 5.5 pounds are 20 times more 

likely te die in infancy. They face a greater risk of lifelong disabilities, such 

as mental retardation, b.indness. deafness, and cerebral palsy. 

in Greater Kansas City, Report Card 1995/96 Learned: 

« Ths percentage of area babies bom weighing less than 5.5 pounds 

remains fairly stable at 7.4 

• Kansas City is worse than the national average cf 7,1 %. 

• There are wide variations between counties. In Platte and Johnson 

counties, the percentage is 5.1; in Wyandotte County, almost 10% of 

babies are low birth weight 

• African-American women in Kansas City are more than twice as 

likely to give birth to low birth weight babies. 

Year 2000 Goal. Decrease lew birth weight rate tc no more than 5% 

of all live births. Complete Data Appendix appear? on page 22, 

Benchmark: infant Mortality 
In this country, 8.3 out of every 1,000 babies die during their first 

year of life, a raie that ranks behind 21 other nations Including Japan, 

Germany, and Canada. The national rate has shown no improvement in 20 

years. 

In Greater Kansas City, Report Card 1995/96 Learned: 

• The infant mortaiity rate per 1,000 births is 8-8, down significantly 
from 11.3 in 1987. 

• In 1993,192 babies died in Kansas City during their first year of life. 

• Ttie highest infant mortality rate is in Wyandotte County with 11.5 

deaths per 1,000 births, followed by Jackson County at 10.2. 

• The lowest infant mortality rate of 4.4 is in Johnson County. 

' In Missouri and Kansas, African-American babies were twice as 

likely as White babies to die before their first birthday. 

Year 200D Goal. Reduce the death rate for infants to nc more than 7 

deaths per i ,000 live births. Complete Data Appenoix appears on page 23. 

Benchmark: Immunizations 
Children are more likely io be fully immunized by the age of two than 

ever before. The fact that 10 cf the most serious childhood diseases can 
be prevented through timely immunizations and that every dollar spent on 

12 
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immunizations saves $10 m medical treatment has made a compelling 

argument to make sure young children stay up-to-date with 

immunizations. 

In Greater Kansas City, Report Card 1995/96 Learned: 

• After rising slowly for the past seversi years, Greater Kansas City's 

immunizarlnn rare soared from 55% tc 72% in 1994. 

• Kansas City is ahead cf the national rats cf 55%, which is also up 

from 55% in 1992. 

• In Jackson County, almost 90% of children are up-to-date on their 

immunizstions by the age cf 2. 

• In Wyandotte County, the rate is only 31%. 

Year 1996 Goal. Every child will be fully immunized by ths age of two. 

Complete Data Appendix appears on page 23. 

Benchmark: Women, Infants & Children (WIC) 
Program 

As research has shown that every WIC dollar saves S3.13 in Medicaid 

costs for low birth weight babies, the government has mooified some of 

the child nutrition programs to reach more families Under the new law, 

families can receive WIC benefits for 60 days while their nutritional risk 

assessmem is processed. 

In Greater Kansas City, Report Card 1995/96 Learned: 

• The rate of aid to infants unoer age one receiving WIC benefits has 

gone down from 7.756 babies in 1993 to 7,570 in 1994. 

• The rate of chilaren aged one to five has more than doubled with 

12,756 children in the program. 

< About 16% cf all infants receive WIC benefits. 

• The rate among children aged one to five is 13%. 

Year 2.000 Goal- Not yet established. Complete Data Appendix 

appears on page 23. 

"... in order to have a secure future, we must 
not forget that the greatest asset we hold for a 
brighter future is our children. Without that 
asset, we really have no future/' 
Frank C. OeRiso 
President 
UFCW Local 576 

A Picture Of Hope—The Kansas Legislature 

"Do more with less" is the motto that has infused 

goyernment of late. The Kansas Legislature, which won kudos 

from the Council of Slate Government for its efforts, used this 

credo to help children with the passage of cutting-edge 

immunization legislation. The Child Immunization Reform Act, a 

model for other state governments, corrects impediments to 

immunization on two fronts. 

One component of the legislation, which became law on 

July 1,1995, allows parents to delegate immunization consent to a 

relative or child care provider. "This is a big boost for working 

parents, who can now let grandparents, aunts or uncles, or child 

cars providers bring ttielr children in for shots," explains Senator 

Richard Bond, chairman of the Senate committee where the bill 

was drafted. Previously, a parent or legal guardian had to be 

present, which was a major barrier especially to lower income and 

single parents who couldn't be absent from their jobs. "Our goal Is 

similar to the Partnership for Children's: We want all children 

immunized by age two," Insists Senator Bond. 

To further these aims, the second component of the reform 

act requires private insurance companies—as policies are 

renewed—to cover the cost of immunizations for children up to 

thirty-six months of age without a co-pay, co-insurance, or 

deductible requiremert. 

While mandates are usually anathema tc insurance 

companies, this one was accepted with the help of a broad-based 

coalition of community groups and business leaders who 

convinced Insurers lhat the hill made sense on multiple fronts. 

"None of the insurance companies opposed the measure. They 

understand that immunizations are clearly an illustration of how an 

ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure," explains 

Representative David Adkins, the House sponsor of the bill. 

Senator Bond reminds us that the passage otthe Child 

Immunization Refonn Act is just one Blement of the Kansas 

legislature's commitment to advocacy for children. "This law is 

very helpful; however, tfiere are many children still not covered. 

There is an educational piece that needs to go along with this. We 

need an accurate tracking system to determine who is falling 

through the cracks." 
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Child Care 

Report Card Category: Clfflri Care 
95/96 Grade: Incooiptete 
Benchmark: Quality 

Research has reccgnized the long-term benefits of providing a sate 

and stimulating setting for children — including infants and toddlers — 

and has prompted both the public and private sectors to recognize the 

need for more options when it comes to affordable, high-quality child care. 

A critical step in this process is to increase the educalkm of child care 

providers, and efforts have been targeted toward accomplishing this. 

In Greater Kansas City, Report Card 1995/96 Learned: 

• Two out of five children in child Care are in a chiM care center or 
family child care home with at least one provider who has an 
associate of arts cr a bachelor of arts degree in earty childhood 
education. 

• Two out of three children in child care are in a facility with at least 
one provider who is trained in CPR. 

• Turnover among the teaching staff in child care centers was 50% in 
1994. 

Year 2000 Goal. 90% of children in child care will be cared for in 

child care centers or tamily child care homes where one staff person has 

an associate of arts or bachelor of arts degree in early childhood 

education. Complete Data Appendix appears on page 24. 

Benchmark: Cost To Parents 
A U.S. General Accounting Office study found that more government 

funds for child care are targeted to families in weltare-to-work programs 

than to low-income working families. The high cost of child care is a 

substantial percefrtage of low-income families' income. Without public 

support, low-income families cannot afford the child care they need to go 

to work, putting them at-n'sk of becoming or remaining dependent on 

welfare. Affordable, quality child care increases self-sufficiency and 

independence — for both parents and children. 

14 
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Child Cane 

in Greater Kansas City, Report Card 1995/96 Learned: 

• One-third of child care providers accept children whose fees are 

partially or fully subsidized with public funds. 

• The average yearly price of infant care is $4,950, more than half of a 

minimum wage earner's annual salary of 58,840. 

• A family with an infant and toddler pays about $9,500 for child care 

yearly, which is approximately 25% of the annual median family 

income in Greater Kansas City. 

Year 2000 Goal. 100% of child care providers will accept children 
whose fees are subsidized with public funds. Compleie Data Appendix 
appears on page 24. 

Benchmark: Capacity Vs. Demand 
Ttiere are great shortages of affordable, high-quality child care, in 

addition, infant care in Kansas City is more difficult to find than care for 

toddlers and preschoolers. 

ln Greater Kansas City, Report Card 1995/96 Learned: 

• For every infant living in the metropolitan Kansas City area, there are 
five toddlers and preschoolers. 

• For every infant se.'ved in child care facilities, nine toddlers and 

preschoolers are served. 

• One out of three child care centers and family child care homes 

reports the ability ta provide care for children with special needs. 

Year 20D0 Goal. The ratio of infants to toddlers and preschoolers 

served in child care will equal the ratio of infants to toddlers and 

preschoolers living i.n the five-county metropolitan Kansas City area. 

Complete Data Appendix appears on page 24. 

Benchmark: Resource And Referral 
A strong network of support is being developed and child care 

information is more widely available than ever before, with better 

coordinated and more accecsihls resource and referral programs offered 

by area organizations and easier access available through the media. 

In Greater Kansas City, Report Card 1395/96 Learned: 
• 3,500 families received child care consumer education and 

counseling from resource and referral agencies during 1994. 

• The families served by child care resource and referral agencies 

include nearly 11,000 children. 

• More than half the families served by child care resource and referral 
agencies in 1994 include an infant. 

Year 2000 Goal. The percentage of families receiving child care 

consumer education from resource and referral agencies will increase by 

50%. Complete Data Appendix appears on page 25. 

"The complacency that has caused so many 
children to live at risk has been replaced with 
the hard work of individual volunteers, 
famihes, civic organizations, and the private 
and public sectors... We can't and won't stop 
until we establish a pattern of regular, 
preventive vaccinations for every single child. 
It's a great vision; we are limited only by our 
energy, creativity, and commitment." 
Kathleen F. Steele 
Director, Region VII 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
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Report Card Category: Education 
95/9G Grade: B 
Benchmark: School Readiness 

Social policy is beginning to catch up to resesrdi, which has 

documented just hew irnportant tne first three years uf a child's life are to 

building a foundation for lifelong learning. A child's development is much 

more vulnerable to environmental influence than previously recognized. 

The heightened attention to creating stimulating enviTDnments for young 

children is paying off in an increased percentage of children who are ready 

to learn when they enter school. 

In Greater Kansas City, Report Card 1995/96 Learned: 

• The percentage ol children who are ready for schooi has continued 

to ciimc to 95%. up from 38% last year. 

* Almost half of the school districts now report administering a school 
read.ness test, up from only one-fifth in 1937. 

Year 2000 Goal. 1 QQ% of children will start school ready to learn. 
Complete Data Appendix appears on page 25. 

Benchmark: Achievement Scores 
While overall scores on aptitude tests are not rising, there have been 

gains in the gap that has historically existed between African-American and 

White students. From 1976 to 1994, the gap in scores on the Scholastic 

Assessment Test declined by 23% in the U.S. 

In Greater Kansas City, Report Card 1995/96 Learned; 

• At the grade- and middle-school levels, Kansas City students remain 

above the national average in reading and math skills. 

• Average ACT scores have gone up slightly in Kansas City from 21.2 

in 1992 to 21.4 in 1993, which is better than the national average of 

20.8. The average SAT score locally is 1,054, compared to a national 

figure of 902. 

• The highest average ACT score was in Johnson County at 22.6. The 

lowest was in Wyanootte County, where tbe average was 19.2. 

• Clay, Platte, and Wyandotte counties increased the average SAT 

score from the previous year, while the rest of the counties showed 

a slight decrease-

Complete Data Appendix appears on page 25. 
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Benchmark: High School Completion 
The lack of a high school diploma can hinder young people for the 

rest of their lives. High scnool drop outs will earn only 75% as much as 

those who graduaie and face a three times greater risk of living in poverty. 

Yet. the drop out rate rose slightly in most of the metropolitan area. 

In Greater Kansas City, Report Card 1935/96 Learned: 

• All counties but Platte and Jackson experienced a decrease in the 

graduation rate over iast year. 

• Tne percentage of freshmen who went on to graduate has remaineo 

fairly stable; at 73%, which is the same as die naiional rate. 

• By count/, the widest vsriatior. was between Wyandotte County with 

a graduation rate of 59% and Platte County, where 93% graduate. 

Year 2000 Goal Increase the graduation rate to at least 90%. 

Complete Data Appendix appears on page 26. 

Benchmark: Post-Graduate Success 
Between 1985 and 1992, the share of 15- lo 19 year-olds in the U.S. 

who were not working or attending school dropped 10%. About cne in 

every io teenagers between the ages of 16 to 19 years of age was not 

enrolled in school in 1990. Only 44% of those teens were employed or in 

the armed forces. 

In Greater Kansas City. Report Card 1995/96 Learned: 

• While metropolitan school districts dc not currendy collect data on 

this benchmark, the Partnership for Children wit! work during the 

next year to gather relevant data. 

Benchmark: Bond Issues 
The passage ol bond issues to maintain and equip schools is a 

iVici/smc ui Ilia i^uiiiniunity's willinyngssi lu supporl Hdimaticn. This year, 

both Kansas and Missouri showed increases in the rate of bonds passed 

— and demonstrated iheir determination to make sure students benefit 

from the latest in learnirg tools. 

In Greater Kansas City, Report Card 1995/96 Learned: 

• The Kansas City area passed 14 bond issues in 1994, of which one 
was resubmitted after previously failing. 

• The pass rate was 86% in 1994. up 33% from the previous year. 

• On the Kansas side, all six bond issues passsd. On the Missouri 
side, six out of eight passed-

Compiete Data Appendix appears on page 26. 

A Picture 01 Hope — KCPT Kids Television 19 

Tbe imaginative and education-oriented children's 

programming on public television has always seemed like a good 

idea. Now research has proven the point. A University of Kansas 

study showed that area preschoolers from low-income families 

who watched educational programs fur just 25 minutes a day were 

not only better prepared for school, but actually performed better 

on verba! and matfl tests than those who watched primarily adult 

programs and entertainment cartoons. 

Getting kids ready to team is the inspiration for the new KCPT 

Kids Television 19. Launched in January 1995, the pilot project is 

structured around 11 hou re a day of programs provided by the 

PBS RBady-to-Luam Service, such as "Barney 4 Friends," 

"Sesame Street," "Stotytlme," "Lamb Chop's Play-Along." "Bill 

Nya the Science Guy," and 'Where in tha World Is Carmen San 

Diego?" KCPT then customizes the programming by adding in-

between shorts on topics such as how to assess quality child cara, 

ideas for potty-training, and where to go fur health care or referral 

infoimatjon. KCFThas established a Ready-to-Leam Advisory 

Board made up of representatives from over 50 child-centered 

organizations that helps KCPT target programming and plan 

information campaigns. 

Sponsored by grants from the Courtney S. Turner Charitable 

Trusts. Tha Kansas City Star, and Blackwell Sanders Matheny 

Waary & LombanJi, LC, Kids Television 19 also involves an 

extensive community outreach effort. "KCPT is distributing child 

care information, offering training sessions for primary and 

praiessionai canfr̂ ivers on how to maximize the benefits of the TV 

programs and conducting workshops and tncns gmups nn mnrfia 

literacy." explains Michael Connst, vice president of education. 

Since the short, ioca) public-service spots began airing in 

April with a call-baclr number, the station has received more than 

1,000 phone calls requesting more infonnation. 

"KCPT Kids Television 19 is more than just broadcasting, but 

a way to make connections with kids, care-givers, parents, and 

especially at-risk families," adds Connet. 

"We are only 50% successful if all we do is broadcast," says 

Bill Reed, president of KCPT. Ihe other 50% is the extent we've 

made contact with the community." 
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Report Card Catogory: Teen Years 
85/96 Grade: D+ 
Benchmark: Teen Birth Rate 

About 83% of teens who give birth in the U.S. areftoni economically 

disadvantaged households, setting up cycles of poverty and hapelessnass. 

Teenage mothers also threaten the next generation because they are far 

less likely to receive prenatal care and far more likely tton older mothers to 

give birth to low Pirth weight babies at high risk of complications. 

In Greater Kansas City, Report Card 1995/96 t eamed: 

• In Kansas City, about 12.1 % of all babies were bom to teenage 

mothers in 1993, down from 13.2% in 1990. 

• Kansas City is below the national average of 12.4% and well below 

tbe Missouri rate of 13,9%. 

• While the number of babies born to teenage girts increased from 61 

per 1,000 teenage giris in 1980 to 53 in 1990, the overall percentage 

per total births has dropped steadiiy since 1990. 

• In 1993, tha percent of births to White teenage girls in Missouri was 

11.7. Among non-Whites, it was 23.1%. 

Year 2000 Goal. Decrease teen birth rate to 50 births per 1,000 

teenage women. Complete Data Appendix appears on page 26. 

Benchmark: Substance Abuse 
Several area agencies have recognized that treating substance abuse 

means treating the barrage of pressures faced by teenagers today, such as 

depression, problems at home or at school, or peer pressure. This whole-

person approach has seen results. While Kansas City still has higher rates 

of alcohol and marijuana abuse than the national average, the overall local 

rate of substance abuse has declined. 

In Greater Kansas City. Report Card 1995/96 Learned: 

• The rate of regular alcohol use among area eighth-graders declined 
from about 44% in 1988 to 34% in 1993. However, this is still 
higher tiian the nation's average of 26%. 



Teen Years 

• About six out of miy 100 area eighth graders smoked marijuana 
monthly, and about 0.6% used cocaine in 1993, down dramatically 
from 2.5% in 1988. 

• By the 12th grade, 63% use alcohol regularly in Kansas City, while 

the national average is only 51 %. In 1938. the figure was 70%. 

• About 21 % of area 12th graders in 1993 used marijuana monthly. 

• Cocaine use among area 12th graders Is down from 5,4% in 1988 to 
0.7% in 1993, 

Year 2000 Goal. Reduce rates for 12- to 17- year-old youth to 12.6% 
for alcohol, 3,2% for marijuana, and 0 6% for cocaine. Complete Data 
Appendix appears on page 27. 

Benchmark: Teen Homicides 
Homicide is now the third leading cause of death inthe 5- to 14-year-

old age group in this country. Nationally, there was a 79% increase in the 
number of 10- rc 17-year-olds who used firearms to commit murder 
between! 9B0 and 1990. 

In Greater Kansas City, Report Card 1995/9G Learned: 

• While the overall number of children between the ages of 15 to 19 

has declined 20%, the rate of violence within this age group has 

gone up 25% in the last year. 

• In the five^ounty area, 40 children between the ages of 15 to 19 

were killed in 1993. In 1967, the number was 13. 

• In 1993, almost 20% of the area's homicide victims were teenagers. 

• While most teen homicides occurred in Jackson County with 32 

murders, other areas were affected as well: Wyandotte County had 

six murders and Johnson County had two. 

• There were no teen homicides in Clay or Platte County. 

Year 2000 Goal. Not yet established. Complete Data Appendix 
appears on page 27. 

"The importance ol improving the lives of 
children is to prepare them for adulthood. 
Children require an environment of love and 
support in order to grow and develop, both 
mentally and physically, into responsible and 
productive citizens." 
The Honorable Carol n/larinovich 
Mayor 
City of Kansas City, Kansas 

SB*? 
A Picture Ol Hope—The Kansas City Star 

To expose a subject even more elusive than crime or 

corruption. The Kansas City Star launched the toughest and most 

extensive investigative series in its history last January. 

"Raising Kansas City: Values and the Next Generation' Is an 

in-depth look at values and how they affect young people. The 

year-long series, planned to comprise about 200 articles, has 

already liwolvad more than 50 reporters, edltpra. artists, and 

photographer. 

each month, the Star focuses on one ot the following twelve 

core values idertfied by a panel cf community experts: 

Respect lor self and the 
environment 
Integrity 
Understanding tight fmm 
wrong 
Compasson 
fairness. , _:. . 

Courage 
Sense of awe and faith 
Love of learning 
Tenacity 
Tolerance 
Sense of boundaries 
Altruism 

"We're taWnjapnyadive role In prompting community 

concern aboutttetjansmlsslon of values. In same respect, it's 

advocacy joumaftsm," says Art Brisbane, vice president and edftor 

Each monttufie Star provides a tool box, containing a guide 

to literature, resources, and how-to Ideas for Instilling the 

spotlighted value. Four workshops are being held during the year 

on discipline, chfldien's llteraiure, seir-esteam, and volunteerism. 

In addition, the series includes "f»/se"slories that call attenfion to 

a need inthe community and encourage a nsponse. 

By rts mld-poiht, 'Raising Kansas City" had already racked up 

a string ot successes: over $20,000 has been raised for various 

projects; 50 needy children were sent tc summer camp and more 

than 300 mentors volunteered to wcilc with area children and 

welfare mothers. 

Another ejomple of commitment to children's issues can be 

found on the editoriat pages, where numerous editotials have 

appeared in support of child care, safety, and health concerns. 

"How we as a community deal with our youth is critical to what we 

as a society will become," says Richard Hood, vice president and 

edrtor of the editoria! page. "Children's Issues are one of the 

higfiest priorities at the Star." 
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Data Appendix 

The Partnership for Children recognizes the difficulty of developing 

approoriate measurements as well as in interpreting existing data, and we 

do not presume that our method Is the only valid approach. In doing this 

project, the limitations of existing information about children posed a 

major constraint. Much of the data needed to assess what is happening 

with children and families is either not collected, not available, inconsistent 

across state lines, out ot date, or inaccurate. 

We are indeed grateful to Elaine Tatham and the ETC Institute who 

continue to collect and assemble the data contained within each year's 

Report Card. It is only through their consistent use of esiablished sources 

and adherence to stringent guidelines that we are able to report the data in 

such detail. While we realize organizations may report differing statistics 

(based on other, credible methods cf collecting data), it is important to 

recognize that the (rends reported within this document are similar to 

those which are being observed by separate sources outside the 

Partnership for Children. 

We hope Report Card 1995/96 serves to identify gaps in axlstlng data 

and gathering practices, so they may be Improved. With such data, 

citizens and policy makers can be more fully informed about the needs of 

children in order to take appropriate actions to address these concerns. 

Comments About Tliis Report. 
Three factors were used to assess benchmark categories In the 

Report Card: 

Trend Analysis 

In analyzing the trend for each children's benchmaric, the most recent 

five years of data are presented. A trend is considered to be improving if 

performance improved for the most recent two years. If the pattern is not 

consistent for two consecutive years, we include the performance for a 

third year in our analysis. In any case in which the additional year does 

not demonstrate a clear trend, we compare the performance In the earliest 

year presented with the most recent year. 

Comparison to National Average (better or worse) 

The analysis of "better" or "worse' is based on whether metro 

Kansas City performed better or worse during the most recent year for 

which data are available. In some instances, the most recent comparable 

year extends back further than one year if there are differences in what 

the local and national data represent, the differences are noted. 

Comparison ID the Year 2000 Goal 

The assessment of metropolitan Kansas City in relation fo a Year 

2000 Goal is based on how close Greater Kansas City is toward reaching 

the goai. Most Year 2000 Goals are taken from already established 

national goals of Healthy People 2000 for health and America 2000 for 

education. 

Grading Report Card 1995/96: 

Grades are based on 1) trend analysis, 2) comparison to ?he nationa; 

average, and 3) comparison to the Year 2000 Goal. For example, the 

overall grade for Htaith is based an how each of the five health 

benchmarks performs on these three factors 

Each benchmark receives: 

• 4 points if the trend is improving; 2 if it is stabilizing; or 0 if it is 

worsening. 

• 4 points if it is better than the national average; 2 if it is the same; or 

0 if it is worse. 

• 4 points if metro Kansas City is within 10 percent of the Year 2000 

Goal; 3 if it is within 11-24 percent; 2 if it is within 25-49 percent; 1 if 

it is within 50-74 percent; and 0 If it is more than v4 percent away 

from the goal. 

• "Incompletes" are assigned 1 po.-nt and mean that data are not 

available for the metro area. 

• "Not Available" or"—" Is dropped out of the computation and 

means that U.S. data are not available or the Year 2000 Goal has not 

been developed. 

• For each benchmark under a Report Card category, the points are 

totaled and then divided by the number of points that wen; possible 

to receive. 

• Grades are based on percentages, as follows. 

A = 80-100 percent 

B - 60-79 percent 

C = 40-59 percent 

D = 20-39 percent 

F = Less than 20 percent 

INCOMPLETE = Insufficient information currently available 
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Data Appendix 

Data Definitions 
Violent Crime Data page 10 

19B7 1990 1991 1S92 1993 
Number ol Crimes 
Kansas City Area 12.477 16,006 1 7,885* 17.902 

* • 
Missouri Side 9.253 12,050 13.840 13.992 12.377 
Johnson County 780 976 1,163 1,193 — 
Wyandotte County 2.444 2.980 2,882 2,717 — 

State of Missouri 26.504 35.357 37.281 36,918 37,191 
stare of Kansas S.S1? 11.129 12.341 12,348 — 

Crime Hale Per 100,000 Pereons 
Kansas City Area 926 1,176 1.29B- 1,289 — 

Missouri Side " * — 1,427 1.628" 1.637 1.441 
Johnson County — 275 317 318 — 
Wyandotte County — 1.051 I.Tffi 1,712 — 

State of Missouri 524 683 723 710 711 
State of Kansas 356 449 495 510 — 
USA 61D 732 758 758 746 

* 367 of the increase in violent crimes betweer 1990 and 1991 was due to securing 
data for cities and commiinlties under 25.000 population in Missouri counties; tha 
rate per 100,000 would be 1,271. if those 367 were excluded. 
* "Kansas violent crime data were not available on the date of publication. Rspgrt 
Csrd 1996/97 will report both 1993 and 1994 data. 
""Detailed data by county not available. 

Dellnlllon: Violent crime is defined as the numBer of Inciflents ot murder, rape, 
aggravated assault, robbery and ncn-negligent manslaugWer. 
Hale: Violenl crime rate is the number of violent crimes per 100.000 residents. 
The rate is computed by dividing the number of violent criiws by the total 
papulation: that result is then multiplied Dy 100,000 to obtain the final rate. 
Data Compilation Method: Data from the annua! Missouri Crime Digest and 
Grime in Kansas reports were used as base intormabDn. Ftr years prior to 1991, 
crime data for the five-county area exclude Missouri crimes in cities under 
25.000. Beginning in 1991. more complete data were obtained. Tlie county 
population estimates for 1991 used the estimates prepared hy the Mid-America 
Regional Council (MARC). Research Data Cents- from the U.S. Census Bureau 
and National Planning Data Corporation data. The county zd state populction 
estimates for 1992 used the U.S, Census bureau estimates lor 1992. The rates 
are the number of violent crimes divided by the estimated total population. 
Missouri reports slightly larger estimates for the rates, because not all crimes are 
reported; so the rates shown in their annual reports will be slightly larger than the 
rates shown in this report. The rate for the Kansas City arm dil be slightly higher 
than the rate shown for 1S86 through 1990 due to the excteion of crimes in 
citi«s under 26.000 for Clay, JacKcon, and Plattn countiw. Beginning with 1001. 
those cnmes have been included, The rates for Johnson and Wyandotte Counties 
may differ from published rates in the Kansas Reports since populations used 
were the U.S. Bureau of Census estimates rather than the slate's estimates. 
Data Sources: Missouri Crime and Arrest Digest for 1966 to 1991, Missoun 
Department of Public Safety; Crime in Kansas Report lor 1986 to 1991. Kansas 
Bureau of Investigation. 

Child Abuse and Neglect Data page 10 
1988 1990 1W1 1992 1993 

Number ot Reports 
Kansas City Area 16,000 17,019 18,568 19,002 20,239 

Clay County 1,283 1,272 1,339 1,515 •1,641 
Jackson County 10,238 10,180 11.016 11,787 12.609 
Plane County 467 437 574 590 622 
Johnson County 1,194 1,622 227Z 2.049 2.274 
Wyandotte County 2,818 3.188 3,*7 3.061 3,093 

State of Ifssouri 
State of Kansas 

SuspeeW Child Abuse 
Kansas CBy Area 

Clay County 
Jackson County 
Platte County 
Johnson County 
Wyantatte County 

State of Ifesoun 
State of Kmsas 

67.434 73.399 76.027 79.485 85,320 
23,181 22,142 22 278 23,033 26.256 

1988 1990 1991 1992 19S3 

2.957 2.949 3.440 3,440 3,500 
300 189 227 258 313 

2.144 2.202 2.502 2,542 2.691 
112 147 189 170 175 
186 182 214 140 154 
215 229 308 330 167 

\ 6,294 15,679 16,951 17,114 18,238 
2.587 2.269 2.158 3,011 2,274 

1993 Parartagea Suspected 
Per Chilften Under 18 Reports ar Confirmed 
Kansas Sy Area 5.5% 0.9% 
State of Mssoun 6.3% 1.3% 
State of Kansas 3.8% 0.3% 
USA 4.5% 1.5% 

Suspected 
Distribpfeft ol 1993 Reports or Confirmed 
Kansas By Area 17% 

Clay County 19% 
Jackan County 21% 
Platte County 2B% 
Johnson County 7% 
Wvaatote County 5% 

State ot itttsouri 21% 
State oi ittnsas 9% 

Mote: Penentages are relative to the total number cf reported cases. Reports of 
child abuse jre not undupllcated counts, so they need to be interpreted with care. 
In addltiai 61 percent of reportea abuse m tne live-county area is "not 
suastsntialed." Missouri and Kansas use sligntly dillerent classification systems. 

Detlnitlot Child abuse is fletmed as reported abuse to cniidren under the age of 
18. Not a reports are suDstantiated: other reports identily promems in lie home 
and preventative services are recommendea/Drcvided. Counts are "reported 
victims,' 
Rale: CMd abuse rate Is the nuiTiber of reported child abuse Incidents per 100 
chiiciren mtier the age ol 18. The rate is caimiated by dividing the number ot 
reponed diild abuse cases by the number ot children under the age of 18; that 
result is then multiplied by 100 to obtain the final rate. 
Data Cooftlatlon Melhad: Kansas used to have three reporting categories but 
then beg*i in 1991 to maintain four reporting categories; conTirmed, eligible for 
•WTvirp* imfnunripH, an<1 nnno'nm invnlvpri (nn amiss or alUgsd pflrpntratnr nrt 

involved). Tlie reported Kansas data in ihis report uses the four categories, 
Kansas, tewever, is discontinuing the "eligible for services" category: that will be 
reflectifl in next year's report for 1994. Kansas also does not Ireeze" me counts, 
hut nontiwes to update the status for each case as it becomes finalized. Missouri 
maintains four reporting categories: reason n suspect (proof of allegation) 
unsubstaiftted (problems are determined and preventative services are 
recammmted/Drovided), not substantiated (no proof of child abuse), and ether 
(e.g., perjetratcr not located). The "confirmed" Kansas reports for Johnson and 
Wyandota counties were combined with the "reason to susBect" Missouri reports 
tor Clay. Jcteon. and Platte courties to obtain total estimates of "reason to 
suspect" njiorts. 
Data Sams: Child Abuse and Neglect in Missouri. 193B-1993; Kansas SRS 
Youth and Adult Services: Statistical Abstract of the United States: National 
Committoe For Prevention of Child Abuse. 
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Data Appendix 

Aid To Families With Dependent Children Data 
naae 11 

Number ol Childrsn 
Receiving AFDC 1990 1S91 1992 1993 
Kansas City Area 36.619 42,351 46,159 48,763 

Ciay County 1,215 1,719 1.380 2,287 
Jackson County 21.014 24,820 27,379 28,582 
Plane County 353 561 738 677 
Johnson County 2,692 3.246 3,534 3,944 
Wyandotte County 11,535 12,005 12,628 13,173 

State of Kansas 80,801 83,662 87,617 92,395 
State of Missouri 137,693 155,052 166.571 172.049 

Percentage of All 
Children Under Age 16 1990 1991 1992 1993 
Kansas City Area 10% 12% 13% 13% 

Clay County 3% 4% 5% 5% 
Jackson County 13% 18% 17% 18% 
Platte County 2% 3% 5% 4% 
Johnson County 3% 3% 4% 4% 
Wyandotte County 25% 26% 28% 29% 

State of Kansas 12% 13% 13% 14% 
State of Missouri 10% 12% 13% 13% 

Dellnltlon: Households receiving Aid to Families with Dependent Children must 
have at least one child under age 18 and meel income requirements for family size. 
The Kansas data are unduplicated counts and the Missouri data are yearly totals 
divided by 12. 
Data Sources: Mid-America Regional Council: Missouri Department of Social 
Services. Division ot Family Services; Kansas Department of Social and 
Rehabilitation Services. 

Early Prenatal Care Data page 12 
1987 1990 1991 1992 1993 

Number ot Babies Whose 
Mothers Had Early Prenatal Care 
Kansas City Area 17.588 18.685 18,288 18 205 18,609 
State of Missouri 59.392 61,376 61,133 60 262 60.613 
State of Kansas 31 646 32,958 32.095 32.632 32,287 

Hate, As Percenlage ol Total Births 
Kansas City Area 31.1 81.7 62.2 83.5 84.9 

Clay County 85.0 84.6 653 87,1 85.6 
Jackson County 76.9 75.2 76.3 77.3 79.5 
Platte County 83.7 86.4 85.9 87.1 87.1 
Johnson County 91.8 93.1 93.0 93,8 94.5 
Wyandotte County 74.4 79.6 79.4 81,0 82.6 

State of Missouri 79.4 77.6 77.9 79.3 30.7 
White 81.9 81.6 81,6 83.1 84.4 
Black/Other 67.3 59.8 60.9 63.0 64.9 

State of Kansas 82.3 84.8 85.3 86,2 86,6 
White — 86.1 86.7 87.6 87,9 
BlacWOther — 74.3 74.1 75.9 768 

USA 744 75.8 76.2 77,7 — 
While 77.9 79.2 79.0 849 — 
Black 59.3 60.6 62.C 64 0 
Hispanic 61.0 60.2 61,0 54 2 — 

Dellnltlon: Early prenatal care is at least one prenatal care visit durina the first 
trimester ol pregnancy. Hates: Early prenatal rate tor this report is the oercentage 
of babies whose mothers had at least one visit to a doctor during their first 

trimester. The rate is computed by dividlno the number of babies whose mothers 
hac at least one visit during tneir lirst trimester ty the total number of births: liiat 
result is then multiplied by 100. 
Oala Compilation Method: Data were compiled from annual vital statistics 
reports from the states oi Kansas and Missouri, The State ot Kansas supplied 
detailed data not included :n those reports. For each year, the total number of 
births to mothers receiving early prenatal care was divided by the number ot live 
births in the five counties: that result was multiplied by 100 to obtain the reported 
perr.entaga. For counties in Missouri, eany prenatal care was defined as the 
number cf women who have prenatal care during the lirst trimester. For counties 
in Kansas, early prenatal care was defined as adequate irenatal care. The State o' 
Kansas defines adequate prenatal care aa a series of requirements involving nine 
or more visits dunng the 36t week gestation period; one key requirement is that 
at least one visit must occur during the first 14 weeks. Kansas puolishes rates 
based on babies for whom complete information is available: those rates will be 
slightly higher (by 1 to 2 percent) lhan those shown for the State ol Kansas and 
Johnson and Wyandotte counties, in addition, the aeflmtlon lor Kansas is more 
stringent than the definition used for Missouri. 
Uata Sources: Kansas Department of Health and Environment: Missouri 
Department of Health, State Center for Health Statistics; Statistical Abstiact of tile 
United States published by the Bureau of the Census; National Center tor Health 
Statistics. 

Low Birth Weight Data paoe12 
1987 1990 1M1 1982 1993 

Rale ol Low Birth Weight Inlants 
As Percent of Total Births 
Kansas City Area 7.4 7.2 7.1 7.2 7.4 

Clay County 5.3 6.0 6.4 5.1 6.3 
Jackson County 8.3 8.3 8.3 3.5 8.4 
Plane County 6.9 5.4 5.9 6.4 5.1 
Johnson County 4.9 50 4.7 5.0 5.1 
Wyandotte County 10.0 8,7 8.3 8.5 9.9 

State nl Missouri 7.0 7.1 7.5 7.3 7.5 
White 5-9 5.8 6.2 ' 6.0 6.2 
Black/Other 12.3 128 13.2 13.1 12.8 

State of Kansas 6.3 6.2 62 6,5 6,6 
White 5.7 5.7 5.6 6,0 6.0 
Black/Other 10.6 10.7 10,6 10.3 11.1 

USA 6.9 7.0 7.1 7.1 — 
White 5.7 5.7 5,8 6.7 
Black 12.7 13.3 13.6 13.4 — 
Hispanic 62 6.1 6.1 E.l — 

Number of Low Birth Weigtil Inlanls 
Kansas City Area 1,601 1.636 1,586 1,562 1.61 
State of Missouri 5.225 5.630 5,884 5.579 5.63 
State of Kansas 2.437 2 428 2,329 2,451 2,44 

Definilions: A low birth weight baby weighs 'ess than 2,500 grams 
[5.5 pounds] at oirth. 
Hate: Low birth weight rate is (he percentage of babies born who are less than 
2.500 grams [5.5 pounds]. 
Data Campilation MeUinil: Data were compiled l̂ om annual vital statistics 
reports from the states of Kansas and Missouri, For each year, the total number 
at births under 2,500 grams was divided by the number of live births in the five 
counties; that result was multiplied by 100 tc obtain the rsported percentage. 
Data Sources: Kansas Department of Health and Environment; Missouri 
Department of Health. Stats Center (or Health Statistics; Statistical Abstract of the 
United Slates published by the Bureau of the Census; and the National Center lor 
Health Statistics. 

22 

9012] WIA anu Mil LOZfZLl t iW XVi i 6 : 9 T 96'CT 90 



Data Appendix 

Infant Mortality Data page 12 
1987 1990 1991 1992 1993 

Number ol Inlant Deaths 
1993 

Kansas City Ar;a 245 205 195 205 192 
State of Missouri 76" 746 798 S47 630 
State of Kansas 353 325 337 332 325 

Rale of Intanl Mortality 
Per 1,000 Blrflis 
Kansas City Area 11.3 9.0 8.8 9.4 8.8 

Ciay County 8,0 8.5 44 3.5 7.0 
Jackson County 13,6 10.2 11.1 11.0 1C.2 
Platte County 10,8 8.3 7.7 10.0 7,5 
Johnson County 8,2 5.2 4.9 SB 4,4 
Wyandotte County 10,9 11.9 11,4 13.6 14,5 

State of Missouri 10.2 9.4 10.2 8.5 8.4 
White 8.9 7.7 78 6.9 7.1 
Black/Other 16.5 16.9 20.2 16.7 13.9 

State at Kansas 9.2 8.4 9.0 8.8 8.7 
White 6.1 7.5 8.1 7.5 7.4 
Black/Other 16.2 15.0 16.1 18,3 18.8 

USA 10.1 9.2 8.9 8.5- 5.3' 
"Provisional ratg 

DellnlUan: Infant mortality Is the death ot a live infant that occurs within the first 
year after birth. 
Rale: infant death rate is the number ot mfam deaths per i.ooo live births. The 
rats is computed by dividing the number ot infant deaths by the total number of 
live births; that result is multiplied by 1.000 to obtain the final rjrte. 
Data Cgmpllallon Method: The numbers of births and infant deaths were 
obtained by adding the numbers tor each of the five counties. Ths obtained 
number of intant deaths was divided by the number of births; lhat result was 
multiplied by 1.000. 
Data Sources: Kansas Department of Health and Environment Missouri 
Department of Health, State Center fcr Health Statistics; National Center tor Health 
Stat'Stles. 

Immunization Data page 12 

1990 1992 1993 1994 
52% 51% 56% 72% 

m 49% 41% 67% 
55% 47% 58% 86% 
30% 48% 48% 84% 
61% 65% 68% 68% 
34% 34% 33% 31% 

Fully Immunized As Pet. of Children 

Kansas City Area 
Clay County 
Jackson County 
Platte County 
Johnson County 
Wyandotte County 

"I can think of no graater mission than to 
direct our resources, our energy, our 
creativity, and our voices to make things better 
tor Kansas City's children. We must make this 
our highest priority." 
David S. Odegard 
Managing Partner 
Odegard Outdoor Advertising 

State nl Missouri 
State of Kansas 
USA 

62% 
51% 

40-60% 

44% 
52% 
55% 

49% 
55% 
65% 

B6% 

AH While Black/Other 

66% 69% 55% 
51% 53% 42% 
78% 73% 76% 

Note: Missouri changed the method from "up-tp-date" criteria to "age 
appropriately imrtiunized.' Th? lattsr is a mere stringent definition and requires 
that the immunlaticns be rsceived within 30 days ot the rscommended age. For 
comparatWs purposes, both the 1992 and 1993 data are shown using ihe new 
methoa, It is also important to recognize that the estimates are based on samples 
and not on 130% counts. The samples in 1992 were significantly lowerthan the 
samples csed in 1993. 

USA (individual Immiinizalionsl lor 1991, ages 1 to 4 

DTP (Diphtheria -
tetanus-pertussis)1 

Polio' 
Measles. Mumps. Rubella" 

'3 or more doses 
"measles, measles/rubella, measles/mumps, measles/mumps/rubella 

Definition: Fully immunized hy ape 2 is the tompletiDn of all recommended 
immun'̂ ations (e.g.. retanys, pertussis, diphtheria, polio, mumps, measles, 
and rubella). 
Hate: Fully Immunized rate is the percentaoe of school age children in 
kindergarten and grade 1 who have completed the recommended series of 
immunizations by age 2. The rate u computed by dividing the number of children 
who are adequately immunteed by the total number in kindergarten and grade 1. 
Data Compilation Method: For each of the five counties, the Immunization rate 
was muitiDlied by the rumber of 5 and 6 year-old chilaren to obtain an estimate of 
fully immunized children By age 2. Those estimates were added to obtain a five-
county estimate of fully immunized children by age 2. That estimate was divided 
by the f've-county estimate of total children ages 5 and 6: that result was 
multiplied by 100 to obtain the percentage for the Kansas City area, It is 
important to remember that immunization is based on age 2, not apes 5 and 6, 
althougn tne data were collected at ages 5 ana 6. Tne Kansas City area estimate 
was obtained by dividing the number of fully immunized children by the esiimaten 
number of 5- and 6- year-old children. County estimates of fully immunized 
children were obtained by multiplying the county rate times the number of 
children ages 5 and 6. TTrase county estimaies were added to obtain the sstimstR 
for the five-county area. 
Data Sources: Federal Bureau of the Census; Mid-America Regional Council; 
Kansas Department ol Health and Environment; Missouri Department of Heahh, 
Statj Center lor Health Statistics: Statistical Abstract of the United States; USA 
Centers for Disease Control. (1) Vaccination Coverage of 2-ye3r-old Children— 
United States 1592-93. Mortiicity and Mortality Weekly Report. April 22,1994, 
and (2) Low Vsccination Lewis of US Preschool and Scttool-age Children. Journal 
oi the American Medical Association. March IE. 1994. 

WIC Data page 
1989 199a 1992 1993 1994 

Number of Inlants (under age 1) 
Kansas City Area 6.736 7.524 7,756 7 570 

Clay County 

—• 
507 437 461 544 

Jackson County 

—• 
4,122 4.564 4.796 4,687 

Platte County — 15 221 215 311 
Johnson County 477 571 642 683 567 
Wyandotte County 1,446 1,521 1,660 1.601 1,441 

state of Missouri 27,610 29,845 31,263 31.933 33,010 
State of Kansas 11,329 12,308 14,030 13,795 13.690 
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Data Appendix 

1989 1990 1992 19S3 1994 
Number at ChlldrBn (ages 1-5) 
Kansas City Area — 5.813 6 992 9,929 12.756 

Clay County — 538 S53 754 948 
Jackson County — 3 02E 4.679 5,399 7,339 
Platte County — 92 306 319 384 
Johnson Caunty 647 611 1,125 1,167 1,269 
Wyandotte County 1,999 1.546 2,229 2,280 2,816 

State of Missouri 40,553 31.750 46,606 51,074 60,958 
State of Kansas 24,091 13 204 27.886 29.581 33.915 

Kansas City Percenlage ol Bi Stale Total 
Ages, less cnan 1 — 16,0 16,6 16.9 15.2 
Ages, 1-5 — 11.4 12.1 12.3 13.4 

Cost to Parents Data page 14 

Definition: WIC infant participants must be under 12 mcnttis: children 
participants must be ages 1 to 5. 
Data Compilation Method: Counts are average o' monthly participab'on. The 
metropolitan share ot Missouri and Kansas was obtained hy dividing the five-
county total by the sum for the two states that numbe'- was muitiplien by 100 to 
obtain the percentage. The decline for 1990 was impacted by a USDA decision to 
set the inflation rate lower than the actual inflation rate. 
Data Sources: Kansas Department of Health and Environment; Missouri 
Department of Health. 

Quality Data 

Child care providers 
participating in survey 

Enrollment of 
participating providers 

% of children in surveyad 
child care centers or family 
child care homes with a 
provider who has an A.A. 
or B.A. in early childhood" 

KC Area 

459 

13,951 

KCArea 

1994 1395 

26% 42% 

MO 
Comities 

154 

8.010 

MO 
Counties 

1994 1995 

31% 59% 

KS 
Counties 

305 

5,946 

KS 
Counties 

1994 1995 

24% 29% 

Betlnlllon: Quality will be measured by the percentage of children cared for in 
child care centers or tamily child care homes where the director, primary provider, 
or at least ore member ot the teaching staff has completed an A A. or B.A. in eariy 
childhood. 
Data Compilation Method: Data were compiled from surveys completed dunng 
1994 and 1995 by child care ceriters and (amlly nome child care providers. These 
results represent 41% of the child care centers and 51% of the family proviflers 
who were included in the random sample of 994 chile care facilities receiving 
surveys in the five-county area, 
* A revision in this survey question may have caused the change in tfie 1995 data. 
The 1995 survey requested information about iho actual degrees completed by 
cnild care center staff. Last year's survey requested the decree required for 
teaching staff. 
Data Source: Metropolitan Council on Child Care. 

% of providers surveyed 
Wet accept cnildren whose 
fees are subsidized with 
public funds' 

KC Area 

1994 1995 

58% 35% 

MO KS 
Counties Counties 

1994 1995 1994 1995 

67% 53% 58% 26% 

Definition: Cost to parenis will be measured by the percentage of family child 
care home; or child care centers that accept children whose fees are subsidized 
with public funds. 
Data Compiialion Method: Data were compiled from surveys completed during 
1S94 and 1995 by child care centers ana family home child care providers. These 
results represent 41% of the child care centers and 51% of the tamily providers 
who were included in the random sample of 994 cnild care facilities receiving 
surveys in the five-county area. 
'This survey question measures the willingness of child care providers to accepi 
childrsn whose fees are subsidized. The state of Kansas changed the method of 
paying subsidies to cnild care providers in 1995. These changes may partially 
account tor the drop in the percentage of providers in Kansas who are willing to 
accept children whose fees are subsidized. However, the SRS offices in Olathe 
and Wyandotte County indicate tbat their list of providers has not decreased. 
Data Source: Mefopallian Council on Child Care. 

fi^flllA Capacity vs. Demand page 15 

Ratio ot infants to toddlers 
and preschooleis enrolled in 
surveyed child care facilities 

Ratio of infants to loddters 
and preschoolers in five-
county ares 

KC Area 

1994 1995 

1:9 1:10 

KC Area 

1990 

i:5 

MO KS 
Counties Counties 

1994 1995 1994 1995 

1:11 1:15 1:7 1,11 

MO KS 
Counties counties 

1990 

1:5 

1990 

1:6 

Detlnilior: Capacity vs. Demand will be measured by the ratio of infants to 
toddlers and preschoolei? in child care ceniers and family child care homes 
compared to the ratio of infants to toddlers and preschoolers living in the five-
county area. Infants are defined as childran birth through 12 months, toddlers are 
children aged 13 thraugh 23 months, and preschoolers are children aged 2 
through 5 years. 

"... As adirits, we must make (our children's) 
lives as painless as possible. This takes a 
strong commitment from that child's 'partners/ 
namely His or her parents or guardian. Love is 
the key to a successful childhood that leads to 
a successful adult." 
Michael Carter 
President/General Manager 
Carter Broadcast Group, Inc. 
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Data Appendix 

Data Compilation Malhod: Data pn the ratio sf children enrolled In child care 
were conpllec trom surveys completed during 1994 and 1995 hy child care 
csnters and family home child care providers. These results represent 41% of the 
child care ceniers and 51% of the family providers who were included in the 
random sample ol 994 providers receiving surveys In the tive-county area. Data 
on the ratio ol children living in the flve-coumy area were compiled from the U.S. 
Census. 
Dala Source: Melrooolitan Council on Child Care; U.S. Census. 

19B7-BB 1990-91 1991-92 1992-93 1993-94 

Resource and Referral Data 

Number of families 
receiving child care 
consumer education 

1994 

8,514 

page 15 

Oeiinilion: The measure will be the number of parents receiving child care 
consumer education from a child care resource and referral agency. 
Data Compilation Method: Data were compiled from four collaborating resource 
and referral agencies that collect information from paronts when making child 
care referrals, 
Dala Source: Day Care Connection: Child Care Association of Johnson County: 
Hear; ol America Family Services; YWCA of Kansas City, Missouri. 

School Readiness 

School Year 

1987-88 

1993-94 

School 
Dlslrirts 

Reporting 

14 

page 16 
Schools NumDeroF Percenlage 

Using Chilflren of Children 
KIDS* PBrticipafinq Ready 

12 

1513 

3,708 

93 

95 

'Kindergarten Inventory Developmental Skills 
Data Compilation Method: School districts were asked to provide both the total 
number of children who took the test and the number of children who were 
considered "ready." The total number ot children for al! districts considered 
"ready was divided by me total number of children who took the test: that value 
was multiplied by 1 oo to obtain the percentage of children considered "ready" to 
begin kindergarten. Most schools use the KIDS (Kindergarten Inventory 
Developmental Skills): other tests used include DIAL (Developmental Indicators 
Assessment Learning) and the Battello Developmental Inventory Screening Test. 

Achievement Score Data page 16 

ACT Average Composite Scores 
1987-68 1990-91 1991-92 1992-93 1993-94 

Districts Supplying Data 22 22 22 22 21 
Stuflents Taking Test 6.660 6.277 6.212 5.589 6.343 

Kansas City Area 20.2 21.2 21.2 21.2 21.4 
Clay/Platte Counties 21.3 21.4 21.4 21.2 21.7 
Jackson County 19.4 20.3 20.1 19.8 20.2 
Johnsgn County 21.0 22.2 22.3 22.4 22.6 
Wyandotte County 17.3 19.5 19.4 19.1 19.2 

USA Average 18,7 20.6 20,6 20.7- 20 8 

' The 1994/95 Report Card inadvertently listed this figure as 20.6. 
Data Compilation Metnod: For each school district supplying data, the number 
of students who took the test was multiplied by the average score for that district. 
Those products were added and Givlded by the total number of siudenls who took 
that test. 
Data Sources: Metropolitan area school districts: Statistical Abstract of the 
United States: America College resting P'ogram In Iowa City. Iowa. 

9 9 9 10 11 
1,168 1,063 1,050 944 1,056 

1.053 1,052 1,048 1,059 1,054 
— 1,114 1,142 1,122 1.0E8 

1,038 1,022 1.040 972 1.029 
1.057 1,063 1,052 1,072 1.056 
1,027 979 1,002 1.002 1,043 

906 900 896 899 902 

SAT Average Scons 
Districts Supplying Data 
Students Taking Test 

Kansas City Area 
Ciay/Platte Counties 
Jackson County 
Johnson Cnun̂  
Wyandotte County 

USA Average 

Definition: The total SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) is used as the measure. The 
possible range Is Irom 400 to 1600. 
Data Compilation Method: For each school district supplying data, the number 
of students who took the test was multiplied by the average score for that district. 
Those products were added and divided by the total number of students who took 
that test. 
Data Sources: Metropolitan area school districts; Statistical Abstract of the 
United States; College Entrance Examination Board in New York City. 

1997-88 1990-91 1991-92 1992-33 1993-94 

Fourth Grade Avenge Raadlng Scores 
Kansas City Area 

Above norm/awrage? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Average Missoun Mastery 

and Achievement Test 318 330 333 336 330 
Average Grade Level for 

Other Tests 4.8 4.7 4.6 4.3 5.0 
Missouri Mastay and 

Achievement Tests 
State Average 300 311 311 323 323 

Fourth Grade Avenqu Mtfli Scores 
Kansas City Area 

Above norm/avenge? Yes Yes Yes Yea Yes 
Average Missoun Mastery 

and Achievement Test 320 330 326 332 330 
Average Grade Level for 

Other Tests 4.9 4.8 4.7 4.8 5.2 
Missouri Masteiyand 

Achievement Tests 
State Avenge 300 311 303 321 324 

Seventh Grade Avenge Reading Scores 
Kansas City Area 

Above fiorrrvavwage? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Average Missouri Mastery 

and Achlevemenl Test 305 317 314 323 312 
Average Grade Level for 

Other Tests 8.3 8.1 7,9 8.1 8.2 
Missoun Mastery and 

Achievemenl Tests 
State Average 300 2S9 305 307 308 

Seventh Grade Aierage Math Scores 
Kansas City Area 

Above norm/awrage? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Average Missouri Mastery 

and Achievonent Test 305 327 325 342 34? 
Average Grade Level for 

Other Tests 8.3 8.1 8.1 8,3 3,5 
Missouri Maoery and 

Achievement Tests 
State Average 300 313 331 325 335 
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Data Appendix 

High Schnol Completion Data 
1967-68 1990-91 1391-92 1992-93 1993-94 

page 17 Teen Birth Data 

76% 72% 74% 74% 73% 
83% 77% 79% 82% 81% 
72% 64% 67% 64% 65% 
35% 32% 92% 90% 93% 
93% 93% 92% 30% 89% 
53% 57% 58% 53% 59% 
83% 81% 92% 81% 79% 
81% 77% 78% 73% 73% 
73% 72% 71% 72% 73% 

Graduating Seniors as Percentage 
ol Freshmen Three Years Earlier 
Kansas City Area 

Clay County 
Jackson County 
Platte County 
Johnson County 
Wyandotte County 

State of Kansas 
State of Missouri 
USA 

Dellnltlon: High school graduation is defined as obtaining a high school diploma. 
Rate: Graduation rate is the percentage of nigh school graduating seniors reiaflve 
to tne number ol freshmen students three years earlier. The rate is computed by 
dividing the number of seniors by the number ot ninth grade students three years 
earlier: that result Is then multiplied by 100 tc obtain the final rate. 
Data Compilation Method: Official fall enrollment data hy grade and the numbers 
of graduates were obtained from the Kansas and Missouri Departments of 
Education for the years 1983 through 1992. The data were added for the five 
counties to obtain total enrollments by grades for those same years. The rates 
were obtained by dividing the number of graduating seniors by the number o! 
freshmen three years earlier; that result was multiplied by 100 to obialn the 
displayed percentage. For example, the rate for 1592-93 Is the percentage Of 
graduating senion; during spring 1993 relative to the number of freshmen during 
fall 1989. Federal data were obtained trom the National Center lor Educational 
Statisbcs. 

Data Sources; Missouri state Department ot Education; Kansas State Department 
of Education: National Center for Educational Statistics; Statistical Abstract of the 
United States. 

Bond Issue Data page 17 
19B7 1990 19SZ 1993 1994 

Kansas City Area 
Number of Bond Issues 12 20* 10 10 14 
Repeated (3} (2) (4) (D 
Percent Passed 42% 30% 70% 60% 86% 
Percent Failed 55% 70% 30% 40% 14% 

Kansas Side 4 1 6 4 6 
Passed 2 0 4 4 6 
Failed d. 1 2 0 0 

Missouri Side 8 19 4 6 S 
Passed 3 6 3 2 6 
Failed 5 13 1 4 2 

•One district had 14 bond issues with 2 passing; 6 of the 12 failures 
had majority support. 

Data Compilation Method: The number of "Repeated Bond issues" is the 
number of bond issues which had previously failed and were resubmitted to 
voters. 
Data Sources: Metropolitan area school districts. 

Females (15-19) 

Rale of Teen Births Per 1,000 Women 

1980 

55.326 

1990 

44,252 

page 18 

Kansas City Area 61.1 68.2 
Slate of Missouri 57.5 62.9 
Slate of Kansas 56.7 56.1 
USA 53.0 58.1 

1987 1990 1991 1992 1393 
Teen Births As Peruenl ol Total Births 
Kansas City Area 12.2 13.2 12.8 12.9 12,i 

Clay County 9.2 10.6 9.3 10.4 9.5 
Jackson Couniy 14.8 16.5 16.1 1G.1 14.7 
Platte County 9.2 9.4 B.5 8.0 9.4 
Johnson County 4.7 4.S 50 4.7 5.D 
Wyandotte Count/ 18.8 2C.1 19.5 20.7 20.4 

State of Missouri 13.1 14.2 14.1 14.3 13.9 
White 11.2 11.8 11.8 11.3 11.7 
Black'Other 22.1 24.6 24.2 24.4 23.1 

Slate of Kansas 11.1 12.1 120 12.2 12.7 
White 9.9 11.0 10,8 11.0 11.5 
Black/Oilier 21.0 20.8 20.9 21.2 21.1 

USA 12.4 12,8 12.5 12.4 — 
Black 22.6 23.1 22.1 21.9 — 
Hispanic 16.3 1E.3 16.8 16.7 — 

Number of Teen Births 
Kansas City Area 2.655 3,013 2,854 Z805 2,642 

Clay County 194 238 223 237 216 
Jackson County 1.582 1.800 1.708 1,633 1.470 
Platte County 68 79 77 72 88 
Johnson County 243 278 278 266 232 
Wyandotte County 568 523 558 597 576 

State ol Missouri 9,307 11,209 11,095 10,836 10,420 
State of Kansas 4,271 4,693 4,507 4,621 4,722 

Total Births 
Kansas Cliy Area 21,691 22,833 22,243 21,812 21,912 
Stale of Missocn 74.830 79,135 78,468 75,005 75,146 
Siaie of Kansas 38,435 38,872 37,630 37,848 37,283 

Teen Births To Single MoUiers As Percent ol Teen Births 
MiSSOUn 62.5 69.8 71.1 73 3 74.9 
Kansas 55.7 63.1 67.3 69.3 70.3 

Teen Births lo Single Mothers As Percent of Total Births to Single Mothers 
Missouri 34.5 34.6 33.3 33.1 32.1 
Kansas 36-3 35.5 34.8 34.9 34.9 

Detlnlllon: A teen birth refers to a baby bom lo a woman, age 15 to 19. 
Rates: Teen blrtn rate is the number of babies born per 1,000 women of that age 
group. The rate is computed by dividing the number of babies born to women, 
ages 15 to 19, Dy the total number af women, ages 15 to 19: that result is men 
multiplied by 1.000 to obtain the final rate. Teen percentage of total births is the 
percentage of total births born lo women, ages 15 to 19. Ths rate is computed Dy 
dividing the number of babies bom to women, ages 15 to 19. by the total number 
of babies; that result Is then multiplier! by 100 to obtain tne percentage. 
Data Compilation Melhad: Birth data were obtained from the annual vital 
statistics reports for Kansas and Missouri. The number of females, ages 15 to 19, 
tor 1980 and 1990 were obtained from Federal Census Data. For each year, the 
total number of births (or each of the flv'e counties were added. To obtain the teen 
birth rate, the births io teens were divided by tlie number ol females: lhat result 
was multiplied by 1,000, To obtain the teen percentaoe of total births, the births 
to teens were divided by the total number ol birtns- that result was multiplied by 
100 to obtain ihe percentage. 
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Data Appendix 

Dala Sources; Fedsrai Bureau DI th? Census, Mid-Amenca Hegiona! Council; 
Kansas ODparanent cJ. risai'h and Environmeni; Missoun Departmen: of Heahh, 
Stale Center tor Health Statistics: Ths State ot America's Children; Statistical 
Abstract of the United Stares. 

Alcohol, Marijuana, and Cocaine Use Data page 18 
eih Grade 12lh GradB 

1983 1990 1991 1993 1988 1990 1991 1993 
Alcohol Hate Per 100 Youth 
Kansas Cit/ Area 43,3 36.5 3E.2 34.4 69.7 63.1 63,5 62.9 
State of Missouri 34.0 — — NA 340 — — NA 
State of Kansas 12.1 10.2 12.6 12.7 29.2 26 2 27.2 29.2 
USA NA — 25.1 26.2 63.9 57.1 54.0 51.0 

Marijuana Rate Per 100 Youth 
Kansas Cily Area 7.8 4.3 5.5 5.6 22.3 17.0 15.3 20.5 
State of Missoun 10.0 — — NA 25.0 — — NA 
State of Kansas 2.2 2.4 2.1 5.4 4.4 5.1 5.3 
USA NA 3.2 5.1 18.0 14,0 13.B 155 

Cocaine Rale Per 100 Youlh 
Kansas City Area 2.5 2.3 11 0.6 5.4 3.3 1.7 0.7 
State of Missouri 3.0 — — NA 5.0 — — NA 
State ci Kansas 0,8 0.8 0.9 0.3 1.6 1.4 1.8 1.0 
USA NA — 0.5 0 7 3-4 1.9 1.4 1.3 

Delinition: Drug use is defined as the use of alcohol, mari!uana..or cocaine ai 
least one time within The last 30 days (from when the survey was conducted). 
Data are aviiiable for 8th and 12th grade students. 
Raie: Drug use rate is We percentage of Bth (or 12th) grade students who have 
used alcohol, maniuara or cocaine at least one time during the last 30 days. 
Data Sources. Pioiec! STAH. Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation; National 
institute on Drug Abuse: Monitoring the Future Study; Missouri Center for Health 
Statistics Publication No. 13: Statistical Abstract tor the United Statas: Kansas 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Service. 

Teens (Ages 15-19) 
Kansas City Area 

1990 

89,646 

Teen Homicides Per 100,000 Teenagers 
Kansas City Area 26 0 
State of Missouri 14.6 
Slate of Kansas 9-3 

1993 

87,958 (estimated) 

45,5 
30.9 
17.6 

Deflnilion; > outh homicide is a death of a teenager caused by another person. 
Rale: Youth homicide rate is the number of homicides per 100,000 persons of 
rhat age group. The rate is computed by dividing the number o' homicides by the 
tstal number of persons, ages 15 to 19; that result is then multiplied by 100.000 
lo obtain the tinal rate. Youth homicide percentage oftotal homicides is ttie 
percentage ot homicides for persons, ages 15 to 19, relative to total homicides. 
The rate is computed by dividing the number of homicides to persons, ages 15 to 
19, by the total number cf homicides; that result is then multiplied by 100 to 
Obtain the percentage. 
Data Compilation Method: Prior to 1989 Kansas did not report county data for 
ages 15 to 19 separately; data were only renorted for ages 15 to 24. For1989and 
1990, one-third of the state homicides for ages 15 to 24 were ages 15 to 19. That 
percentage was applied to the Kansas county data for 19BS trough 19B8 to 
obtain estimates of the county homicides for ages 15 to 19. The data for the two 
Kansas counties were then combined with the data tor the three Missouri 
counties. Tfie percentages oftotal homicides were obtained by dividing 
homicides for ages 15 to 19 by the total number Ot homicides; that number was 
multiplied by 100 to obtain the percentage. The youth homicide rate per 100.000 
teenagers was calculated for 1930 by dividing the number of homicides for ages 
15 to 19 by the number of youths in that age group; that number was multiplied 
Dy 100.000 to obtain the rale. Legal intervention includes injuries by police ar 
other law enforcement agents including military on-duty in the course of arresting 
or attempting to arrest lawbreakets. suppressing disturfcances, maintaining order, 
legal execution, and other legal action. 
Data Sources: Federal Bureau ot the Census: Mid-America Regional Council: 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment Missouri Department of Health, 
State Center for Health Statistics: Claritas (1993 population estimates), 

Teen Homicides Data page 19 
1987 1990 1991 1992 1993 

Number ot Teen Homicides 
Kansas City Area 13 23 26 32 40 

Clay County 0 0 0 0 0 
Jackson County 9 14 20 26 32 
Platte County 0 1 0 0 0 
•Jonnsori County 0 0 3 0 2 
Wyandotte Coumy 4 8 3 6 6 

State of Missouri 33 52 73 93 110 
White 9 14 11 14 9 
Non-White 24 39 62 79 101 

Siste of Kansas 11 16 16 16 31 
White — — 6 7 13 
Non-White — — 10 9 18 

Percentage ot Total Homicides 
Kansas City Area 7.7 13.7 13.4 14.7 19.5 
Slats of Missour; 7.0 11,2 10.1 15.9 18.3 
Stale of Kansas 9.7 14.3 12.9 10.2 15.7 

Phota by Laura Maxwell SMtz 
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Foundation; Alice Kiftfen, Children's Mercy 
HCipital; Ken Kacharak, U.S. Department of 
Health & Human Senrieas; Rhonda Luther 
MO Department of Haltti; LJ. Mattews. 
u S. Department ol rteatm & Human 
Services; Mailsne Nagel, Mid-Amenca 
Regional Council, Tem O'Srate, KS 
Depanmen ol riea'.fflanri Envirpnmenr. 
Christina Rinck UMKC-lnstttute for Human 
Devefopment: Carla Rowley. KS Department 
of Sociai & Relidbiiitafon Sar.ices; Msry 
Sue Severance, Uniiatf Way of Wyandotte 
County; Ann ie Gru-Nfflman, MQ Departmem 
cf riealth: Karen J. Sonmer, AS Department 

of Heaitn and Environment: Kim Taliaferro, 
MO State Depanment of Education: Betsy 
VancerVelde, Heart ot America Family 
ServiMS: Steve Waa-Smiih, Lnrjereity of 
Missouri-Columbia; David Warrt. Mid-
America Regional Council: Gary wason, 
KS State Depanment cf Educatior; Richard 
Whalen, U-S. Deportment of Education: Ron 
Wiegirt, K3 Deparnnent of Social a 
nenaciiitatior Services. David Wiese. 
National CommissiDn fo Prevent Child 
Abuse; Karen Wulfloihle, United Community 
Setvices of Johnson County. 

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS TO PROVIDE 
TtCHmCAlASSISTWICE 
Proiect STA.S. Ewing Manon Kauflman 
Foundation; Nadonal Immunization 
Prsnram, U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention: Staostical Attstracts of the 
united Statas U.S. Bureau of the Census: 
Uniform Crime Reports. U.S. Departmem ol 
justice; College Eimance Examination 
9oard (SAT); Statistical Anelysts Center. KS 
Bureau of Investigation' State Centor lor 
Health Statistics, MO Departmanl ct Health; 
Slatistitai Analysis, MQ Hiahway Patrol: 
National Center for Health Statistics: OERl 
information Branch, U.S. Department cl 
Education; National Centar lor Health 
Ssrvicei; U-S, Department of Health ano 
Human Services, 
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Achievement scores 9,16, 25 

AFDC 9,11,22 

Alcohol & other drug use 9.18.19, 26 

Bond issues 9,17,26 

Capacity vs. demand (child care) 9,15,24 

Child abuse & neglect 9,10,11,21 

Child Care 7, 8,9,14,15,17 

Cost to parents (child care) 9,14.15,24 

Early prenatal care 9 12. 22 

Education 8.9,16,17 

Health 8,9,12,13 

High school completion 9,17, 25 

Honor Roll recognition 4, 11.13,17,13 

Immunizations 2, 5.6, 9,13,15. 23 

Inlant mortality 9.13,23 

Legislation 6,15 

Low birth weight 9,12,13.22 

Opening of schools 7 

Quality (child care) 9,14,24 

Resource and referral (child care) 9,15, 24 

Safety & Security 8, 9,10,11 

School readiness 9,16,17, 25 

Squash It 6,11 

Teen births 9,18,26 

Teen homicides 9,19,27 

Teen Years 8,9,18, IS 

Violent crime 9.10,21 

WIC 3,13,23 

YouthWork 7 
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SOUNDING THE ALARM FOR GREATER KANSAS CITY'S CHILDREN 
Fourth annual Report Card & Brieling Book to examine the status of children in the five-county metro area 

Publication Date; October 5.1995 

Data Compilation: Elaine Tathair, Ed.D., ETC Institms 

Andrea Anders, Metiopolitan Council cn Child Care 

Special Thanks To: Andrea Anders, Dalene Bradford, Carol Cowden, 

Duane Hallock, Mike Hurd. Nancy Parks, Gina 

Pulliam, Catherine Stark-Corn, Elaine Tatham, and the 

Steering Committee's Report Card Committee 

Writers: 

Editors; 

Loring Leifer and Carrie Chambars Moffett 

Carrie Chambers Moftettand Dee Swinoler 

Design and Production Courtesy Of: 

Corporate Communications Group, Inc. 

Photography: Mark McDonald Photography 

The Report Card And Data Briefing Book Have Been Endorsed By: 
William T. Esrey, chairman and CEO, Sprmt 

SuEllen Fried, community volunteer 

Anita German, community volunteer 

Joseph McGuff retired editor, The Kansas City Star 

Hon. Cordell 0. Meeks. Jr., Wyandotte County district court judge 

Robert B. Rogers, chairman and CEO, Ewing Marion Kauffinan Foundation 

Rev. Thomas Savage, S.J., president, Rockhurst College 

U.S. Senator Nancy Kassebaum, Kansas Republican 

AMC Entertainment. Inc. 

Bernstein Rein Advertising, Inc. 

The Civic Council of Greater Kansas City 

Coalition of Community Foundations for Youth 

Corporate Communications Group, Inc. 

Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation 

Major Contributors 
Francis Families Foundation 

Greater Kansas Cty Community Foundation & 

Affiliated Trusts 

H&R Block Foundation 

Tlie Hail Family Foundation 

Heart of America United Way, Inc. 

Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 

The Jack & Helyn Miller Foundation 

The Kansas City Star 

Sprint Foundation 

Edward F. Swinney Trust 

Valentine Radford Advertising 

Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater Kansas City 

Center for Health Communication, Harvard 

School of Public Health 

Child Care Association of Johnson Count;; 

Children's Defense Fund 

Children's Mercy Hospital 

Citizens tor Missouri's Children 

Coalition of Community Foundations for Youth 

Day Care Connection 

Full Emplcyment Council 

Major Partners 
Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce 

Heart of America Family Services 

Kansas Action tor Children 

Kansas City, Missouri School District 

Kansas Department of Health & Environment 

Kansas Operation Immunize 

Kiwanis International 

Metropolitan Council on Cnild Care 

Mid-America Immunization Coalition 

Mid-America Regional Council 

Missouri Department of Health 

Public Health Departments, Greater Kansas City 

The Rockefeller Foundation 

Rotary International 

Swope Parkway Mobile Immunization Project 

United Methodist Women 

YMCA of Greater Kansas City 

YouthNet 

YWCA of Greater Kansas City 
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Collectively, We Are Improving 
The Lives of Metro Kansas City's Children 
• Violent crime rates are down 
• Nearly three-fourths of children are fully immunized by the age of 2 
• Achievement scores remain above the national averages 
• More mothers are seeking prenatal care 
• Fewer babies died during their first year of life 
• Fewer babies are bom weighing less than 5,5 pounds 
• Fewer infants receive WIC benefits 
• Fewer teens are having babies 
• Fewer eighth graders are using alcohol 

Be sure to look inside fOP the 
four initiatives being recognized in the first-ever 

P A R T N E R S H I P F O R C H I L D R E N 

The Partnership for Children is indebted to Corporate Communications Group. Inc, 
for its generous donation of design and production services related to the 1995/96 Report Card and Briefing Book. 

•3 Ccpvriam 1995 PartnersniD iur Children 


