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Fax Back Form for Tuesday, October 21,1997 
Child Care Advocates Audio Press Briefing 

Please fax this sheet to 202/682-2154 
by Monday, October 20, 1997 

Attention: Karen Cowles 

PLEASE PRINT 

Name 

Title 

Organization 

Address 

City 

Phone 

E-mail 

State Zip 

Fax 

• Yes, I would like to participate in the child care audio press 
briefing on October 21, 1997. Please send me access 
information. 

• No, 1 cannot participate in the child care audio press briefing on 
October 21, but please send me the child care and early 
education press kit. 

• No, 1 am not interested. Please remove me from your list. 
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child care and 
early education 

MEMORDANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Barbara Vobejda 

Karen A. Cowles 

October TS, 1997 

Instructions for Briefing 

Per your request, below is the information you will need to participate in the 
October 21,1997 11:30 a.m. (EOT) audio press briefing on child care. Also 
enclosed is the child care and early education press kit and biographical 
information on the children's advocates who will be speaking at the briefing. 

Reporters will be able to ask a question and a follow-up after all of the brief 
presentations. The call should last no more than 60 minutes. We urge you to call 
the following number between 11:20 and 11:25 a.m. to obtain instructions on how 
to ask a question and to ensure you are properly connected for the 11:30 a.m. 
briefing. 

1.800-966-0969 
Conference Identification Code 6016 

Reference: Child Care 

Chi ld C a r t Ac t ion C impa lgn 

330 Seventh Avcn'JC • iVlhHmw 

N c * York. NY IQXPI SOIO 

Commun lc tc lon j C o n i o r t l u m Media C a n t t r 

1200 N c - York Avcouf, N.W. • Su-u 300 

Wj j lmi j ion. D.C 20005-1 
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New Brain Research Highlights Need for Quality Care - Recent research on brain 
development shows that children's relationships and experiences in their earliest years 
directly shape their mental, social, emotional, and physical capacities. Good quality care is 
critical to children's developing brains. For more information on the role child care plays in 
child development, learning, and school success, contact: Lynette Clervo, Zero to 
Three, 202/638-1144^llen Galinsky, Families & Work Institute, 212/465-2044; or 
Barbara Wilier, Nat A l Association for the Education of Young Children, 800/424-
2460. 

Parents Struggle to Find Affordable, Good Quality Care - Child care is the third largest 
household expenditure after housing and food for many working families; yet what parents 
pay is often not good enough to buy good quality child care. Journalists seeking contacts 
in their own communities with parents facing child care dilemmas or with child care 
advocates, contact either Nancy Sconyers, National Association of Child Advocates, 
202/289-0777 (ext. 213); or Yasmina Vinci, National Association of Child Care 
Resource and Referral Agencies, 202/393-5501. 

Early Childhood Care and After-School Programs Cut Crime Dramatically - Quality 
preschool services have been shown to cut at-risk toddlers' chances of growing up to be 
criminals by up to 90 percent. And because the pe^k hours of violent juvenile crime are 
between the end of school and 8.00 p.m., after-school programs also significantly reduce 
crime. For more information, contact Sanford Newman, Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, 
202/638-0690. 

Investing in the Child Care Work Force Reduces Turnover and Promotes Good 
Quality - More than one-third of the nation's child care providers will leave their jobs this 
year for better positions elsewhere due to extremely low wages and poor benefits in the 
child care field. This high turnover jeopardizes the quality of care for millions of children 
each year. For more information, or to be put in contact with a child care provider in your 
community, contact Marcy Whitebook, National Center for the Early Childhood Work 
Force, 202/737-7700} or Yasmina Vinci, National Association of Child Care Resource 
and Referral Agencies, 202/393-5501. For a copy of the 1997 study, "Making Work Pay 
in the Child Care Industry: Promising Practices for Improving Compensation," contact 
Marcy Whitebook. 

The Need for Good Quality Care is Greater Than Ever - More than half of all cities 
responding to a 1995-96 survey, "Critical Needs, Critical Choices," conducted by the 
National League of Cities in urban areas reported some form of child care to be one of the 
greatest needs of children and families. To contact child care coordinators in cities that 
have them, or to obtain a copy of "Critical Needs, Critical Choices," contact John Kyle, 
National League of Cities, 202/626-3030. 

The White House Conference on Child Care will address three areas including the lack of 
affordable child care/quality child care concerns, and the need for school-age care. 
Journalists may view the conference at several satellite sites across the country. To 
obtain more information about the conference, contact the White House Press 
Office at 202/456-2580 or the First Lady's Press Office at 202/456-2960. 

fmore) 
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child care and 
early education 

MEDIA ADVISORY 

For Immediate Release Use Through: October 21,1997 

Contacts: KATHY BONK OR KAREN COWLES, 202/326-8709 
ELLEN LUBELL, Child Care Action Campaign, 212/239-0138 

LEAD ADVOCATES TO HOLD AUDIO PRESS BRIEFING AS WHITE 
HOUSE CONFERENCE ON CHILD CARE APPROACHES 

Washington, D.C. - President and Mrs. Clinton will host a White House Conference on 
Child Care on THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23 aiming to launch a national discussion on ways 
to improve child care and early education. Leading children's advocates will hold an audio 
news briefing at 11:30 AM (EDT) on TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21 to urge the White House 
and policymakers nationwide that now -- in the midst of a booming economy -- is the time 
to act by investing in good, quality and affordable child care to support working families in 
America. 

Speakers at the news briefing will include: Marian Wright Edelman, President, Children's 
Defense Fund; Karen Nussbaum, Director, Working Women's Department, AFL-CIO; 
Marcy Whitebook, Co-Executive Director, National Center for the Early Childhood Work 
Force; and George P. Graves, Police Chief, Downer's Grove, Illinois and Illinois Advisory 
Committee member of Fight Crime: Invest in Kids. Richard B. Stolley, President, Child 
Care Action Campaign, and Senior Editorial Adviser, Time inc. will be both a presenter and 
serve as facilitator. 

This briefing provides an opportunity for journalists across the country to hear leading 
children's advocates and secure background information before the White House 
conference. Journalists will be able to ask questions with follow-ups after being 
recognized by the conference operator. Other child care advocates and experts also will 
be available on the call to answer questions as needed. To reserve space and participate 
in this audio news bri;efing, please fax back the attached form to Karen Cowles by Monday, 
October 20. You will receive instructions, an 800 and identification number, and 
background materials for the briefing after your fax is received. 

In addition, key organizations can be contacted for story ideas and the names of local child 
care advocates. 

Child C«re Action Cimpilgn 

330 Sevemh AvcnuT • l/ihficor 
(more) Comrounlcatlont Coniortlum M«dl» Center 

12C0 New York Avenge N.W. • SIM* 300 

Wa-.^r.;lon. D.C lOOX-lTjl 
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CHILD CARE ACTION 
CAMPAIGN 

FAX 
TEL: 2 I 2-239-0 I 38 FAX: 2 I 2-266-65 I 5 

To: Jennifer Klein Date: September 30, 1997 

Fax#: 202-456-2878 Pages: 2, including this cover sheet. 

From: Ellen Lubell 

Subject: press list additions 

COMMENTS: 

Hello Jennifer: 

Here are a few additions to the press list we gave you on September 17 at the Media Strategies 
Group meeting. Sorry if this causes any confusion or inconvenience. 

I left you a voice mail message earlier today — please call me if you have a moment — I have a 
couple of questions for you. 
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CAPITAL JOURNAL 
BY GERALD F. SEW 

Childrens Story: 
Mom, Dad Fret, 
Clinton Reacts 

EVERYBODY IN WASHINGTON is 
obsessed right now with cam­
paign finances, soft-money 

abuses and the precise location of tele­
phones from which fund-raising calls 
were made. All of which is well and 
good. 

But these are hardly the matters that 
consume Linda Alvarado of McAllen. 
Texas. 

Her big worry-the one she rates as a 
10 on the scale of one to 10- is how to find 

child care for her 

Ffhnrii 

three young chil­
dren while she 
works as a college 
secretary and her 
husband as a bus 
driver. Her family 

U
is middle class, 
meaning it makes 
too much money tp 
qualify for govern­
ment child-care pro­
grams for the poor, 
but not enough to 

afford top-flight private child care. For 
now, the solution is a mother-in-law who 
steps in as baby sitter. But it isn't a 
perfect solution. "You can already see 
the stress in her," Mrs. Alvarado frets. 
"It can't go on forever." 

It's odd that child care, an issue that 
worries millions and arises again and 
again in casual conversation, has at­
tracted so little attention as a public-pol­
icy question. Compared to the sublime 
and ridiculous matters that often preoc­
cupy Washington, child care positively 
rings with relevance. 

Or so the Clinton White House hopes. 
While calls for an independent counsel 
to investigate campaign finances ring 
out, the White House is quietly charging 
ahead with plans for a big, high-profile 
conference on child care in late October. 
President Clinton will play a prominent 
role, as will first lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton. The proceedings might even be 
beamed around to parallel child-care 
confabs in cabinet agencies and else­
where around the country. 

All this is more than a passing fancy. 
Mr. Clinton is virtually obsessed with 
questions of how to reconcile work and 
family pressures, aides say. He rarely 
misses a chance to mention that he 
signed the Family and Medical Leave 
Act, which guarantees workers time off 
for family crises. The president tells 
friends that, in the post-Cold War, post-
balanced budget era, work and family 
conflicts will be the defining issues 
going into the 21st century. 

Politically, White House aides are 
equally convinced that these issues are 
trump cards. They calculate that Repub­
licans can't maintain their posture as 
the pro-family party if they fight things 
such as family leave and more activism 
on child-care questions. 

CERTAINLY THE SHEER SWEEP 
of the child-care issue is daunting. 
There are some 35 million Ameri­

can families with children under the age 
of 18, including some 15 million with 
children under the age of six. Of families 
with children under the age of 18. 
some nine million are led by single 
parents. And among families that have 
two parents, almost 40% now have both a 
husband and a wife who work outside 
the home. 

The simple fact that an issue affects 
lots of Americans doesn't make it a 
legitimate issue for government action. 
Millions of Americans have dandruff, 
which doesn't mean there should be a 
White House conference on dandruff. 

But child care isn't dandruff. It's an 
issue that not only affects the most 
important thing in many Americans' 
lives - their kids - but also one that has a 
host of public-policy ramifications. 
Child-care issues touch the workplace, 
affect child development and complicate 
efforts to give welfare recipients jobs. 

THE BIG QUESTION IS whether 
the government can do anything 
to make the child-care situation 

better - and how it can avoid doing 
things that make it worse. For starters, 
Clinton aides aim simply to raise the 
profile of child-care problems. That 
might prod states, cities and employers 
to make available more information 
about child-care choices. " I can get 
more good information quickly about 
how to buy a car than I can about how to 
take care of my child," says Clinton 
communications director Ann Lewis. 

Beyond that, Margy Waller, a policy 
analyst at the Progressive Policy Insti­
tute, says the government could con­
sider providing capital to build more 
child-care facilities, and might revamp 
the existing child-care tax credit so it 
gives more help to middle-income and 
lower-income families. The government 
also might be able to help companies 
cope with the high cost of liability insur­
ance, which often stops employers from 
providing workplace child care. 

And Clinton aide Paul Begala argues 
that, much as the government monitors 
food safety without actually serving the 
food, it may have a role in monitoring 
the safety of child care. "We make sure 
food is safe, but we don't run McDon­
ald's," he says. 

Of course, government regulation 
could easily translate into child care 
more expensive and harder to find. 
That's the trap the administration needs 
to avoid. Similarly, in political terms, 
child care could parallel health care: 
People may want the government to do 
something, but may not trust govern­
ment to do it right. Still, the topic is 
important enough that it merits a close 
look, albeit a careful one. 
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Sesame Street PEP Fact Sheet 
What is Sesame Street PEP? 
Sesame Street Preschool Educational Program (Sesame Sfreef PEP) is a 
national outreach effort for child care professionals/providers and families. It 
combines viewing the Sesame Sfreef show, reading children's books and 
doing developmentally-appropriate activities that reinforce the show's 
concepts and goals. Children's Television Workshop (CTW) has worked 
closely with public television stations, child care professionals/providers and 
community organizations since launching the project in 1991. To date, 
nearly 53.935 child care professionals/providers have been trained and more 
than 501,672 children have been reached across the country. 

What are the goals? 
• To stimulate children's natural curiosity and foster a love of learning 
• To help meet the increasing demand for quality, educational materials 

and training at low or no cost to participants 
• To support families as their child's first and most important teacher 

Whom do we reach? 
• Preschoolers in child care programs, with a particular focus on 

economically disadvantaged and/or minority children 
• Child care professionals/providers and families in urban and rural 

communities nationwide 

What materials are available? 
CTW has developed materials to help child care providers/professionals use 
television as an education tool; these materials include Sesame Street PEP 
Handbook (Spanish and English), Readyl Set! Sesame Street PEP refresher 
video (English), Sesame Street PEP Resource Video (English) and Sesame 
Street View and Do which is the monthly guide to the show. The materials 
that we have developed for families include the Sesame Street Family 
Activity Book and Getting the Most Out of Sesame Street; these materials 
are available in English and Spanish. 

What Is the training? 
Sesame Street PEP local partners offer extensive hands-on training sessions 
to child care professionals/providers on how to view the show with children in 
a participatory manner and how to extend the goals of the show with 
children's books and related activities. 

What is the research? 
Formative research conducted on the pilot project helped shape the Sesame 
Street PEP program design, training and materials development. Seventeen 
sites participated in the national research during early implementation to 
document patterns of use, as well as appeal and comprehensibility of the 
materials. 

Who supports us? 
CTW ia building public/private partnerships in support of Sesame Street PEP, 
including foundation, corporate and government sources of funding. 
Implementation in each market is being supported through community 
partnerships and funds raised bv local partners. 
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0008861G 

Luba Lynch 

Executive Director 

A.L. Mailman Foundation, Inc. 

707 Westchester Avenue 

White Plains NY 10604 

Main (914)681-4448 

Fax(914)681-5182 

0043959A 

Jack Litzenberg 

Program Officer 

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 

1200 Mott Foundation Building 

Flint Ml 48502-

Main (810)238-5651 

Fax(810)238-8152 

01155651 

Chris Owens 

Public Policy Department 

AFL-CIO 

815 16th Street, NW 

Washington DC 20005-

0008794N 

Ellen Lubell 

Director of Public Relations 

Child Care Action Campaign 

17th Floor 

330 7th Avenue 

New York NY 10001-5010 

Main (212)239-0138 

Fax(212)268-6515 

0115566K 

Maureen Connelly 

Public Policy Department 

AFL-CIO 

815 16th Street, NW 

Washington DC 20005-

mconnell@aflcio.org 

0044299R 

Gail Richardson 

Interim Executive Director 

Child Care Action Campaign 

330 7th Avenue, 17th floor 

New York NY 10001-

Main (212)239-0138 

Fax(212)268-6515 

01155680 

Gem Banoza 

American Academy of Pediatrics 

Suite 400 North 

601 13th Street, NW 

Washington DC 20005-

0008460W 

Michael Levine 

Program Officer 

Carnegie Corporation of New York 

437 Madison Avenue 

New York NY 10022 

0043952M 

Ms. Sheri Azur 

Center for Career Development in 

Early Childhood Education 

Wheelock College 

200 The Riverway 

Boston MA 02215-

Main (202)347-8600 

GBENOZA@aap.org 

Main (212)371-3200 

Fax(212)754-4073 

Main (617)734-5200 

Fax(617)738-0643 

0015371W 

Marcy Whitebook 

Child Care Employment Project 

Nat'l Ctr. for Early Childhood Work 

Suite 119 

2625 Alcatraz Avenue 

Berkeley CA 94705 

0010784G 

Kathleen O'Brien 

Staff Attorney 

Child Care Law Center 

5th Fir. 

22 Second Street 

San Francisco CA 94105 

0100216S 

Ms. Deena Lahn 

Child Care Law Center 

5th Floor 

22 Second Street 

San Francisco CA 94105 

Main (415)654-1778 

Fax (415)654-0877 

Main (415)495-5498 

Fax (415)495-6734 

Main (415)495-5498 

Fax (415)495-6734 
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0OO6368I 

Bruce Hershfield 

Program Director for Child Day Care 

Child Welfare League of America 

Suite 310 

440 First Street NW 

Washington DC 20001-2085 

Main (202)638-2952 

Fax (202)638-4004 

0005299K 

Stacie Goffin 

Sr. Specialist in Early Childhood 

Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation 

4900 Oak Street 

Kansas City MO 64112-2776 

Main (816)932-1000 

Fax(816)932-1100 

0001279E 

Ms. Helen Blank 

Director, Child Care Division 

Children's Defense Fund 

25 E Street NW 
Washington DC 20001 

Main (202)628-8787 

Fax (202)662-3560 

0041802D 

Sandy Newman 

Executive Director 

FIGHT CRIME: INVEST IN KIDS 

Suite B 

1334 G Street NW 

Washington DC 20005-3107 

Main (202)638-0690 

Fax (202)638-0673 

snewman@essential.org 

0004453X 

Lucinda Figueroa 

Director of Child Care Resources 

Committee for Hispanic Children & 

Families, Inc. 

Suite 301 

140 West 22nd Street 

New York NY 10011-2420 

Main (718)206-1090 

Fax (718)206-8093 

0004934H 

Ellen Galinsky 

Co-President 

Families and Work Institute 

14th Floor 

330 7th Avenue 

New York NY 10001-5089 

Main (212)465-2044 

Fax (212)465-8637 

0043210Q 

Karen Cowles 

Project Associate (INTERN) 

Communications Consortium 

Suite 300 

1200 New York Avenue, NW 

Washington DC 20005-1754 

Main (202)326-8700 

Direct (202)326-8709 

Fax(202)682-2154 

kcowles@ccmc.org 

0115563E 

John Bartlett 

Communications Director 

Fight Crime: Invest in Kids 

Suite B 

1334 G Street, NW 

Washington DC 20005-3107 

Main (202)638-0690 

Fax (202)638-0673 

jwb@igc.org 

0115562C 
Bill Shepardson 

Director, School/Community Coll. Proj 

Council of Chief State School Officer 

Suite 700 

One Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington DC 20001-1431 

0005354Y 

Deanna Gomby 

Director of Research and Grants 

David and Lucile Packard Foundation 

Suite 102 

300 Second Street 

Los Altos CA 94022 

Main (202)336-7035 

Fax (202)408-8072 

Main (415)948-7658 

Fax (415)948-5793 

0043956U 

Laurie Dien 

Hasbro Foundation 

32 West 23rd Street 

New York NY 10010-

0012918N 

Thomas Schultz 

Head Start Bureau 

Administration for Children, Youth 

Room 2040 

330 C Street, SW 

Washington DC 20201 

Main (212)645-2400 

Fax (212)645-4055 

Main (202)205-8323 

Fax (202)260-9336 
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Main (202)544-4470 0011945J 

Pat Reuss 

Senior Policy Analyst Fax (202)546-8605 

NOW Legal Defense and Education F u ^ w | d e f c | c @ a o | c o m 

119 Constitution Avenue NE 

Washington DC 20002 

0015423X 

Ms. Barbara Wilier 

Public Affairs Director 

National Association for the 

Education of Young Children 

150916th Street, NW 

Washington DC 20036-1426 

Main (800)424-2460 

Direct (202)232-8777 

Fax(202)328-1846 

bwiller@naeyc.org 

0014505A 

Vivian Todini 
Communications Director 

NOW Legal Defense and Education Fund 

Suite 1201 

99 Hudson Street 

New York NY 10013 

0011092Q 

Mr. Julian Palmer 

Director of Communications 

Nat'l Center for Children in Poverty 

154 Haven Avenue 

New York NY 10032 

0018655L 

Deborah Phillips 

Board on Children and Families 

National Academy of Science 

National Research Council 

2101 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 

Washington DC 20418 

0003936K 

Deborah Eaton 

President 

National Assoc for Family Child Care 

9167 BerkviewLane 

Spring Valley CA 91977 

00439530 

Ms. Rachel Bly 

National Association for Child Care 

Resource and Referral Agencies 

Suite 810 

1319 F Street, NW 

Washington DC 20004-

Main (212)343-4331 

Fax(212)226-1066 

Main (212)304-7100 

Direct (212)304-7117 

Fax(212)544-4200 

Main (202)334-1935 

Fax(202)334-3829 

Main (619)466-8340 

Fax(619)463-1951 

Main (202)393-5501 

Fax (202)393-1109 

0001673A 

Tamara Lucas Copeland 

President 

National Association of Child 

Advocates 

Suite 600 

1522 K Street NW 

Washington DC 20006-1202 

0043966V 
Nancy Sconyers 

National Association of Child 

Advocates 

Suite 600 

1522 K Street, NW 

Washington DC 20006-

0014876P 

Yasmina Vinci 

Executive Director 

National Association of Child Care 

Resource and Referral Agencies 

Suite 810 

1319 F Street NW 

Washington DC 20004 

0043957W 

Beth Edmands 

National Association of Child Care 

Resource and Referral Agencies 

Suite 810 

1319 F Street, NW 

Washington DC 20004-

0043958Y 

Ruth Anne Foote 

National Association of Child Care 

Resource and Referral Agencies 

HandsNet Forum 

648 Lynnwood Avenue, NE 

Main (202)289-0777 

Fax (202)289-0776 

Main (202)289-0777 

Fax(202)289-0776 

Main (202)393-5501 

Fax(202)393-1109 

Main (202)393-5501 

Fax(202)393-1109 

Main (404)874-0878 

Fax(404)874-0878 
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Atlanta GA 30306-

0010179D 

Evelyn Moore 

Executive Director 

National Black Child Development 

Institute 

Suite 600 

102315th Street NW 

Washington DC 20005 

0045500X 

Carla Taylor 

Senior Public Policy Analyst 

National Black Child Development 

Institute 

Suite 600 

1023 15th Street, NW 

Washington DC 20005-

0008516F 

Donna Lewis Johnson 

Director of Communications 

National Black Child Development Int. 

Suite 600 

102315th Street, NW 

Washington DC 20005 

0015132Q 

Ms. Claudia Wayne 

Executive Director 

National Center for the Early 

Childhood Work Force 

Suite 800 

733 15th Street NW 

Washington DC 20005-2002 

0043969F 

Renu Shukla 

National Center for the Early 

Childhood Work Force 

Suite 800 

733 15th Street, NW 

Washington DC 20005-

Main (202)387-1281 

Fax(202)234-1738 

Main (202)387-1281 

Fax(202)234-1738 

Main (202)387-1281 

Fax(202)234-1738 

Main (202)737-7700 

Fax (202)737-0370 

Main (202)737-7700 

Fax(202)737-0370 

0115567M 

Marci Andrews 

National Center for the Early 

Childhood Work Force 

Suite 1037 

733 15th Street, NW 

Washington DC 20005-

0012208Y 

Eric Rodriguez 

Policy Analyst 

National Council of La Raza 

Suite 1000 

1111 19th Street, NW 

Washington DC 20036 

0000021E 

Dr. Larry Aber 

Director 

National Ctr for Children in Poverty 

3rd Floor 

154 Haven Avenue 

New York NY 10032-1180 

0100213M 

Ms. Ann Collins 

National Ctr. for Children in Poverty 

3rd Floor 

154 Haven Avenue 

New York NY 10032 

0009548N 

Michael McGrady 

Deputy Director 

National Head Start Association 

1651 Prince Street 

Alexandria VA 22314 

0011405V 

Shawna Pinckering 

National Head Start Association 

1651 Prince Street 

Alexandria VA 22314 

Main (202)737-7700 

Main (202)785-1670 

Fax (202)776-1792 

Main (212)304-7100 

Direct (212)304-7101 

Fax (212)544-4200 

Main (212)304-7100 

Direct(212)304-7127 

Fax (212)544-4200 

Main (703)739-0875 

Fax(703)739-0878 

Main (703)739-0875 

Fax (703)739-0878 
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0016695N 

Angelica Santacruz 

National Head Start Association 

1651 Prince Street 

Alexandria VA 22314 

Main (703)299-7505 

Fax (703)739-0878 

0115564G 

Cristina Firvida 

National Women's Law Center 

Suite 800 

11 Dupont Circle, NW 

Washington DC 20036-

Main(202)588-5180 

Fax(202)588-5185 

0043962N 

Shawna Pinckney 

National Head Start Association 

1651 Prince Street 

Alexandria VA 22310-

0043965T 
Angelica Santa Cruz 

National Head Start Foundation 

1651 Prince Street 

Alexandria VA 22310-

Main (703)739-0875 

Fax (703)739-0878 

Main (703)739-0875 

Fax (703)739-0878 

0008051P Main (202)626-3000 

John Kyle Direct (202)626-3030 

Program Director, Children and Famili Fax(202)626-3043 

National League of Cities kyle@NLC.org 

Suite 550 

1301 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington DC 20004 

0001617C 

Anne Bridgman 

Communications Officer 

National Research Council 

Harris Room 156 

2101 Constitution Ave NW 

Washington DC 20418-0007 

0041368L 

Judy Appelbaum 

National Women's Law Center 

Suite 800 

11 Dupont Circle 

Washington DC 20036 

Main (202)334-2998 

Fax (202)334-3829 

Main (202)588-5180 

Fax(202)588-5185 

00413951 

Harriet Dichter 

Philadelphia Citizens for Children 

and Youth 

16th Floor 

7 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 

Philadelphia PA 19118 

0001337Y 

Lynson Moore Bobo 

Project Associate 

Resource Center on Educational Equity 

Council of Chief State School Officer 

Suite 700 

One Massachusetts Avenue NW 

Washington DC 20001-1431 

0001701R 

Cynthia Brown 

Director 

Resource Center on Educational Equity 

Council of Chief State School Officer 

Suite 700 

One Massachusetts Avenue NW 

Washington DC 20001-1430 

0043954Q 

Dr. Denise Carter-Blank 

Robert R. McCormick Tribune Foundatio 

Suite 770 

435 North Michigan 

Chicago IL 60611-

0013050K 

Michelle Seligson 

Executive Director 

School Age Child Care Project 

Center for Research on Women 

Wellesley College 

Wellesley MA 02181 

Main (215)563-5848 

Fax (215)563-9442 

hdichter@caol.com 

Main (202)408-5505 

Direct (202)336-7033 

Fax (202)408-8072 

Main (202)408-5505 

Fax (202)408-8072 

Main (312)222-3512 

Fax (312)222-3523 

Main (617)283-2547 

Fax(617)283-3657 
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0043974S 

Pam Stevens 

Program Officer 

The Dewitt-Wallace/Readers' Digest 

23rd Floor 

2 Park Avenue 

NewYorkNY10016-

Main (212)251-9700 

Fax (212)679-6990 

0019089L 

Andrea Genser 

Wheelock College 

Center for Career Dev. in Early 

Childhood Education 

200 The Riverway 

Boston MA 02215 

Main (617)734-5200 

Fax(617)738-0643 

0010120G 

Janice Molnar 

Acting Director, Urban Poverty Prog. 

The Ford Foundation 

320 East 43rd Street 

New York NY 10017 

Main (212)573-5000 

Fax(212)286-0871 

0013806H 

Rhea Starr 

Child Care Advocate 

YWCAoftheU.SA 

512 Bean Blossom Drive 
Lancaster PA 17603 

Main (717)290-7362 

Fax(717)290-7362 

HN2878@Handsnet.org 

00020440 

Andrea Pamfilis Camp 

The Institute for Civil Society 

15 North Beaumont Avenue 

Catonsville MD 21228-

Main (410)744-9135 

Direct (410)719-2309 

Fax (410)719-2310 

acamp@igc.apc.org 

0043960J 

Laura Garduque 

The John D & Catherine T MacArthur 

Foundation 

Suite 1100 

140 South Dearborn Street 

Chicago IL 60603-

0043964R 

Linda Rich 

The Pew Charitable Trusts 

Suite 1700 

One Commerce Square 

2005 Market Street 

Philadelphia PA 19103-7107 

0043961L 

Man/in McKiney 

W.K. Kellogg Foundation 

One Michigan Avenue East 

Battle Creek Ml 49017-4058 

Main (312)726-8000 

Fax(312)917-0315 

Main (215)575-9050 

Fax (215)575-4939 

Main (616)968-1611 

Fax (616)968-0413 

01002140 

Dr. Sharon Lynn Kagan 

Yale University 

Bush Center for Child Development 

in Social Policy 

310 Prospect Street 

New Haven CT 06520 

0009752G 

Matthew Melmed 

Executive Director 

Zero To Three 

Suite 1000 

73415th Street NW 

Washington DC 20005-1013 

0019347J 

Beverly Roberson Jackson 

Senior Associate 

Zero To Three 

Suite 1000 

73415th Street NW 

Washington DC 20005-1013 

0043955S 

Lynette Ciervo 

Zero to Three 

Suite 1000 

734 Fifteenth Street, NW 

Washington DC 20005-1013 

Main (203)432-9931 

Fax (203)432-9933 

Main (202)638-1144 

Fax(202)638-0851 

Main (202)638-1144 

Fax(202)638-0851 

Main (202)638-1144 

Fax(202)638-0851 

L.CIERVO@zerotothree.org 



I f you're a working parent, chances are t h a t you have 
s t r u g g l e d t o f i n d a f f o r d a b l e , q u a l i t y c h i l d care. Like m i l l i o n s 
of others, you know j u s t how important c h i l d care i s t o your 
f a m i l y ' s w e l l being and t o your a b i l i t y t o work without worry. 
Yet f o r too long, parents across our country have s t r u g g l e d w i t h 
too l i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n , too few choices and too much an x i e t y . 

For f a r too long, America's f a m i l i e s have faced t h i s problem 
alone. Now i t i s time t o move t h i s issue t o the top of our 
country's agenda. We have a s p e c i a l o p p o r t u n i t y t o do t h a t when 
the President and I host a White House conference on c h i l d care 
on October 23. We hope t h a t t h i s conference w i l l begin an honest 
n a t i o n a l discussion about c h i l d care and b u i l d on promising 
e f f o r t s already underway i n states and communities. 

Here are some of the questions we need t o answer -- as 
i n d i v i d u a l parents and as a n a t i o n : How can we ensure t h a t 
c h i l d r e n i n care are safe from harm? What are the best ways t o 
make the hours c h i l d r e n spend i n care as s t i m u l a t i n g and 
n u r t u r i n g as possible? How can we do a b e t t e r j o b of v a l u i n g the 
important work of c h i l d care professionals? How can we encourage 
employers t o provide c h i l d care b e n e f i t s t o t h e i r employees, a 
p r a c t i c e t h a t makes sense not j u s t f o r c h i l d r e n , but f o r the 
corporate bottom l i n e , as well? How can we put i n t o p r a c t i c e 
what research t e l l s us -- t h a t when c h i l d r e n p a r t i c i p a t e i n good 
a f t e r - s c h o o l programs, they do b e t t e r i n school, don't engage i n 
r i s k y behavior and t h r i v e ? And how can we genuinely support 
parents who choose, o f t e n at s i g n i f i c a n t economic cost, t o stay 
at home w i t h t h e i r c hildren? 

When I was a working mother w i t h a young c h i l d , my f r i e n d s 
and I shared these concerns. Today, when f a m i l i e s are under even 
greater s t r e s s , I continue t o worry about how we can meet the 
challenge of strengthening c h i l d care f o r American f a m i l i e s . The 
President and I b e l i e v e i t w i l l take parents, businesses, c h i l d 
care p r o v i d e r s , experts, advocates, and o f f i c i a l s at a l l l e v e l s 
of government working together t o ensure t h a t c h i l d r e n get the 
care they need t o l e a r n and grow, t h a t parents have peace of mind 
while on the job, and t h a t employers can count on responsible, 
a t t e n t i v e workers. I hope you w i l l j o i n i n t h i s important 
discussion. 



Ru&nts 
375 Lexington Avenue 

New York. NY 10017-5514 
Telephone (212) 499-2000 
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Augusts, 1997 

Jennifer Klein 
Special assistant to the President, domestic affairs 
The White House 
Via fax: 202-456-2878 

Dear Jennifer: 

As promised, here is a working draft of our mail survey on childcare issues. There are still 
some problems with it: we need a question that addresses how often paients check in with 
providers, for instance, as well as adding a line for after-school care to the list of types of 
childcare. But since this is definitely in the ballpark, I didn't want to hold it up any longer. 

I'd love to hear any areas that you think we're not nrobing fully, or not touching at all. 
Since we're so keen to have results back by early October, we need to get this moving as 
soon as possible-it would be great if I could hear back from you by Thursday afternoon. 

Thanks again-m talk to you later this week. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Mahoney 
Executive editor 
212-499-2082 

GfT 
Amarican HomeStyle Femily Circle Kitchen & Bath Parents 
SkGardenlno Family Circle Custom Planner Ser Padres Network 

U S A P u b l i s h i n g Child Lifestyle Publications MeCall's YM 
A QRUNBRrJAHR COMPANY Custom Publishing Fitness Newborn Group YM Specials 
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Parents magazine, in conjunction with a national marketing research firm, is conducting a national poll 
about childcare. We are planning to present the findings from this poll to the White House conference on 
childcare in October. Your personal answers to these questions will be kept strictly confidential Your 
opinions end experiences are important, and we hope that you will take a few moments to answer these 
questions. Thank you. 

I. Sametimes parents have different daycare arrangements for different children, often depending on the age 
of the child. For your 3 youngest children, please fill out the answers to the following questions - there 
are 3 separate grids, one for each child, on the next page. Hiere Is an example on this page that you can 
look at, as well. 
Noit: you may uss fictitious namtsjor your childnn if you'd lli*. 

COLUMN "a": Check If you have used this type of daycare for this child at least once in the past 12 
months. If you pay family or Mends to babysit for you, then check "paid babyutters" Instead of 
'tamily or firiends". 

COLUMN "b": If you checked column "a", please write in the total number of hours that this child 
spends with this type of caregiver in a typical week. 

COLUMN "c": How much does this type of childcare typically cost you per hour? 

COLUMN "d": In a typical month, how many minutes will your child have been with the caregiver 
longer than you planned -- for instance, if you or your husband Is late from work. 

COLUMN "e": How much extra does this caregiver charge you for being late? Write in zero if the 
caregiver doesn't charge anything extra above the normal fee. 

COLUMN "fUsing any number from 0 to 10, where 0 Is totally unacceptable and 5 is quite 
acceptable and 10 is extraordinary, how would you rate this childcare provider? 
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3. At what age do you fed that most children can be left at home alone for at least 2 hours without 
anyone else In the house? please do not write in a range. 

.years 

4. Which of the following sources do you refer to for advice about your childcare options, and which one 
source do you rely on most heavily? 

Refer To 
Ever 

Refer To 
Most 

-1 

Books about Parenting 
Magazines 
Co-woikOT 
Spouse/Partner 
Parents/In-Laws/Grandparents 
Siblings / other family 
Firiends, neighbors, or other acquaintances 
Psychologists, psychiatrists, or social workers 
Pediatrician or other doctor 
Childcare providers 
Govenunent Agencies (local, state, federal) 
Other sources 

1 
0" 

5. Using a scale from 0 to 10 as shown below, rate how important each of these factors is to you when 
you are evaluating the suitability of a daycare center or some other type of group childcare situation. 
Use any number between 0 and 10. For example, if you consider something to be more than 
"somewhat" important but not quite "extremely" important, you might rate it a "T at an "8". 

not at til 
impottuit 

lb 
extremely 
impecunt 

Safety 
Cleanliness of che facility 
Cost 
Number of children per caregiver 
Daycare center size (number of children) 
Quality of lunch and snacks 
Caregiver has formal childcare training/education 
Centec/Provider is accredited 
Recommendations from friend or family members 
Type of kids that go there 
Responsive and caring environment 
Accessibility of the caregivers during off houn 
Caregiver Is fluent In tbe same language that you speak when you're at home 
A balanced program of activities 
Educational programs and activities 
Outdoor activities 
Convenience of picking up and dropping off 
Flexible hours and ability to pick kids up late 
Fulfills a special need of your child 

t> HOVd 93 ; 31 tani) L6, . so -onv 



6. (a) Which, if any, of these childcare options are simply not available to you at any cost, because they 
don't exist near enough to your home or workplace? (check below) 

(b) Which exist near enough to you, but you have ruled out because you consider them to be 
unsatisfactory for some reason other than cost? (check below) 

(c) Which exist near you but just cost too much to be an option at this time in your life? (check 
below) 

Fiimily or Friends 
(no charge to you) 

(a) 
rtrnot 

avriaUeat 
toy (Mt 

• 

GO 
•Oraraflable 

but not 
latlifectoiy 

• 

(c) 
t/VavailaUa 

but too 
txpoulva 

n/a 

Paid "baby" sitter* • • • 

Nunary or Preschool • • • 

Private Nanny • • • 

Nonprofit or Public Daycare • • • 

Private Daycare Center • . • • 

Employer Daycare Center • • • 

7. Have you ever had such a bad experience with a childcare provider that you stopped using that provider 
altogether? If yes, please tell us briefly about the experience In the space below. 

Yes 

Type of 
Provider Descriptian of Bad Experience 

m i M i i < i < i i i i < » m m » < i n » « » i M 4 M m M M » f « M i i i M M i M 

> n n > l l l « M » l l l * » l » M l l » l < l < M I H M » M M M I M M I M * * 

t t U l t l ( M l M K k i l K M t 4 » i < M k M t l M I I H « * m i » H M I I i n i l i m l » l 4 I M I » M M f i m i l » 1 I M M M I M M I I 

• ! • * » I t J i f 1*1 t t U k » l ( I t » l l > i » l » l » l « M l l t » l t l M » f l l < M l t l l < M U I U M t l * M » « M M « H > l f M U I l l M M I M > « m M * f f M M M « M M ( ( t M M X I M O f F M M " 

l « M M 4 « « M 1 I M I M H I * M I « M » I I M M » I I I 1 * W 4 M 1 " 
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8. Do you work In an employment situation outside the home? 
[ 1 Yes 
[ ] No -> skip to question 9 

How many hours do you typically work per week? 
[ ] 0-5 hours 
[ ] 5+to 10 hours 
[ j 10+ to 20 hours 
[ j 20+to 40 hours 
[ ] Over 40 hours 

In the previous year, how many times have you done the following in dealing with a children)'s 
illness or other needs? 

None 

Leave early from work 
Arrive late to work 
Take some time off in-between work 
Miss a day or more of work 
Lie about a child-care crisis 

1-2 
timet 

[ 1 
[ 1 
I 1 
[ 1 
[ 1 

3-4 
tfcn 

5-6 7 or mon 
tlmM tllUM 

9. Does your spouse/paitner work in an employment situation outside the home? 
[ JYes 
[ ] No ^ skip to question 10 

How many hours does sbeJhe typically work per week? 
[ ] 0-5 hours 
[ ] 5+ to 10 hours 
[ ] 10+ to 20 hours 
[ j 20+to 40 hours 
[ ] Over 40 hours 

In the previous year, how many times has your spouse done the following In dealing with a childCretO's 
illness or other needs? 

Nan* 1-2 3-4 5-6 7 or mon 
Umei tlmi 

Leave early from work 
Arrive late to work 
Take some time off in-between work 
Miss a day or more of work 
Lie about a child-care crisis 

timet tftnei 

10. How much cut in weekly household pay would you be willing to forego if either your employer, or 
your partner's employer, started offering the following services? (If your employer already offers a 
service, please specify "N/A".) 

On-site childcare programs 
Flexible scheduling or job sharing 
Part-time employment 
Telecommuting 
Bring children to work 
Dependent care spending accounts 
Other fbnns of childcare support 

N/A $0-$49 $50-$99 $10O-$199 $200+ 
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11. When dropping your children) off at a childcare service, how often do you feel 
Not at all Bartly SamatfinM Often Alway* 

Happy? [11 [2] [31 [4] [5] 
Conflicted? [i] [2] [3] [4] [51 
Confident [U [2] [3] [4] [5] 
Guilty? [11 [2] [31 [43 [5] 
Assured? [1] [2] [3] [4] IS] 
Stressed? [2] [3] [4) [5] 

12. When picking your childCren) up from a childcare service, how often do you feel 
Not at all Barely Sometimes Often Alway* 

Happy? (11 [21 [3] [4] [5] 
Conflicted? HI 12) [31 14] [J] 
Confident M [2] PJ [4] [5] 
Guilty? [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] 
Assured? [1] [21 [3] [4] [J] 
Stressed? [1] [2] [31 [4] [5] 

13. In the past week, how many times have you thought or worried about the following in terms of your 
childrens' daycare situation? childrens' daycare situation? 

Not at all 1-3 i-6 7-fl 10.12 13+ 
Gets enough one-on-one attention 1 1 [ 1 I 1 [41 [51 16] 
Had an interesting and fun day? UI [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] 
Children are too agressive with each other? [11 PI P) [4] [51 [SI 
Is(are) adjusting well to the daycare environment? [1] [2J [3] [4] [5] [6] 
Will love the caregiver more than you? [1] [2] [31 [4] [5] [6] 
Will catch a contagious disease? [11 [21 [31 [4] [5] 16) 
Suffered sexual or physical abuse from the caregivers? [1] [2] t3) [41 [5] [6J 

14. How much do you agree with the following statements? 
Bgtfy ALJtfl. Sun ALlttl* Highly 
Agnt Agree Not Distent DJaamc 

lUttl* ~ - " 
I have a very accurate picture of my child's typical day. HI [2] PI [41 [5] 
I need to spend more time with my childden). [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] 
I need to spend more time with my family. [l] [2] [3] [4] [5] 
I need to spend more time with myself. [1] [2] [3] [4] 15] 
I need to work more on my career development. (i] (2] [3] [4] [5] 
I need to be better off financially. [1] [2] [3] [41 [5] 

15. Is there anything that would make your childcare situation easier? 

L -aovd LS-Si tani) L6 . so onv 



16. Are you 
[l]Male? [2] Female? 

17. What is your age? 
[1] 24 or under [2] 25-29 [3130-34 
[4135-44 [5] 45-50 [6] 50 or over 

18. What is your highest level of formal education? 
[1] Less than high school 
[2] High school graduate 
[31 Some college 
[4] College graduate 
[5] Graduate study 

19. What was your family's approximate income from all sources in the past year, before taxes? 
[1] $19,999 or under 
[2] $20>000-$29,999 
[3] $30.000-$44,999 
[4] $45,000-564,999 
[5] $65,000.$84,999 
[6] $85,000 or over 

20. Are you: 
1 Married Divorced/sepaiaied Single 

21. Are you of Hispanic origin? 
[UYes [2] No 

22. Do you consider yourself to be 
[1] White? [2]Bla(i? [3] Asian? 

23. What is your zip code? 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Child Care Advocates 

FROM: WorkingMother Magazine, Child Care Action Campaign, and National 
Association for the Education of Young Children 

RE: WorkingMother's "Child Care: How Does Your State Rate?" 

DATE: July 1, 1997 

**Please note: no coverage of this report should appear before July 15.** 

On Tuesday, July 15, WorkingMother Magazine will reveal the ten best states for child care in its 
fifth annual assessment, "Child Care: How Does Your State Rate?" Last year's report garnered 
significant publicity, and we want to prepare you for this year's release. See page two for tips on 
working with the media. 

The ten best cities for child care (in alphabetical order): 
California Massachusetts 
Colorado Minnesota 
Connecticut Vermont 
Hawaii Washington 
Maryland Wisconsin 

(These states are the same as those selected in 1996.) 

The eight lowest rated states for child care (in alphabetical order): 
Idaho Nevada 
Louisiana New Mexico 
Mississippi North Dakota 
Montana South Dakota 

(These states are all among the 13 singled out in 1996 as "worst states.") 

The states (plus the District of Columbia) are rated on quality, safety and availability of care, as 
well as the commitment of state leaders to child care. Staff: child ratios, teacher training and 
health and safety standards are among the other parameters. 

This year, the WorkingMother report tackles the tough question of how welfare reform is 
changing child care. Child care became a new priority for nearly every state this year, with new 
initiatives to improve and expand care. However, demand for care grows, there is growing 



pressure to trade off quality of care to expand supply by such measures as eliminating 
requirements for annual inspection visits, provider training or criminal background checks, or by 
increasing the number of children in the care of one adult. 

Even in the states rated among the 10 best, some governors and/or legislatures may be 
considering, or have already proposed, changes that will reduce the quality of care in the state and 
put children at risk. In many cases, these changes are part of an overall welfare reform package. 
Some examples: 

California and Indiana increased the number of children permitted in some family child 
care homes- without requiring care givers to have additional help supervising kids. 
Connecticut cut some funds for inspections, and Arizona allowed inspectors' caseloads to 
jump by a third. 
Like every state, Idaho and Nevada are eligible to receive federal funds for child care; but 
as the report went to press, neither state had allocated the required matching state funds. 
New York Governor George Pataki recommended that child care aid be available only to 
parents with children under age six, and legislation has been introduced that may lower 
regulation and standards. 
Wisconsin created a new class of "provisional" family child care providers who do not 
have to meet training requirements. 

The release of this report provides a good opportunity for advocates to talk to the media about 
what the report's findings mean for the children and families in your state. It also gives you the 
chance to communicate our basic messages about the importance of good quality child care to 
family stability, child health and development, employee productivity, and economic development. 

You can expect this report to generate significant publicity, and you may be called by reporters 
for explanation and comment. You should also use this occasion to call reporters yourself (see 
below) and discuss how the findings relate to issues (e.g. welfare reform, licensing and regulation, 
financing) in your state. 

Use this opportunity to educate your community about what constitutes good quality child care 
and what your state and community leaders are, or are not, doing to help working parents find 
good quality, affordable, safe child care. 

Reach out to the media to offer your explanation and comment about the significance of the 
ratings to parents and policymakers: 
• A segment on the report is scheduled to air on NBC's "Today" show on July 15. Contact 

you local NBC affiliate prior to that date. 
• Alert other reporters that the report is coming out, and that parents will want more 

information about child care in your community and state. PLEASE NOTE THAT NO 
COVERAGE OF THE REPORT SHOULD APPEAR BEFORE JULY 15. 

• Offer to escort reporters or camera crews to examples of good quality child care in your 
community. 



• I f you live in one of the Ten Best states, hold a press conference or ceremony to honor 
government officials or advocates who have been instrumental in improving child care. 

KEY MESSAGES 

• Good quality child care -- where adults who care about children (and are decently 
compensated) provide age-appropriate activities in a safe, stimulating yet nurturing 
environment ~ keeps parents working and helps children grow, thrive, and succeed in 
school. 

• The low-rated states, by virtue of their low scores on quality, safety, availability, and 
commitment, are jeopardizing the health, well-being, development, and school readiness of 
their youngest children by permitting low-quality child care and by failing to require higher 
standards. 

• This is a critical moment for child care. Now that federal welfare reform efforts have 
granted more child care policy making authority to the states, it's crucial that parents be 
well informed about their state's policies and understand that decisions on licensing and 
regulation of child care affect all children. 

WHAT PARENTS CAN DO 

Parents may be concerned about what this report means for their children. 

• Encourage them to get involved with their child care center or family child care home. 
Advise them to drop in unannounced and observe what's going on, and to participate in 
field trips and other activities. 

• Refer parents and teachers to the local resource and referral agency (or suggest they call 
Child Care Aware, 800-424-2246, to identify the agency) to get information about how to 
locate good quality child care in their community. Child Care Aware can also help parents 
who wish to contact their state legislators to urge them to support good quality child care 
for all families who need it. Parents may also contact their state's governor to send the 
same message. Woridng Mother's Website, www.womweb.com, has a listing of 
governors' addresses. 

• Let parents know about efforts in their community to improve child care, and encourage 
employers and community leaders to join with parents to ensure that every child can grow, 
thrive, and succeed in school. 

Advocates who wish to see their state's scores in "Child Care: How Does Your State Rate?" 
prior to contacting the press may call Catherine Cartwright at Working Mother to get a fax of the 
relevant pages (212-445-6143). 


