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Missiles to mammograms: New uses or 
By PELM M. fflOS 
mraouKHmsamtE 

WASHINGTON — The human 
breast is not the frontier thai sci­
entists at the SETI Institute — as 

the Search for Extra-
•Terrestrial - Intelligence — 
usually exptore 
i Scientists then are known for 
devising a way for even the faint-
'est radio sigHais Irorn space to cul 
through the backdrop of noise 
thai surrounds as. But, it turns 
out, the cancerous breast aeads 
its own ehiare sgmls that radr-
oiogisis strain to see against the 
deaseness of healtliy tissue, espe­
cially in oiataaiograns of youn­
ger wotneo. 
- This is where the two frontiers 

iatenect 
. Dr. Kent CuDers, a SETI scteo-
tjst, is applying to aaannograau 
the sane technology he uses to 
listen to space. Except that ia this 
research, partly funded by NASA, 
he is seerchioc for the tell tate 
"visual sounds** of cancer. The 
tancer apparently gives off a dif-
feteol tagad within the varied 
depths of breast tissue. 

Joan Vemikos, NASA's life 
Sdences Division director, ex­
citedly calls Culler's worfc "ex­
tremely promising." 
; Excitement reverberates not 
only in NASA offices, but in the 
Department of Defense aad 
througboat what is obhquety re­
ferred to as "the inteUigence 
community" as technology once 
directed al military targets or the 
mysteries of apace is now teroiag 
in on cancerous bssoe in hatnao 
breasts. 

There is a sense that new weap­
ons in the battle against breast 
cancer are on the verge of betag 
made available to women and 
their doctors. 
- It has beea three yean since 
the Office on Women's Health in 
the US. Public Health Service 
initialed "technology transfer" 
conversations with the Depart­
ment of Defense, the CIA and 
NASA. 

Now. al least two clinical trials 
are nearing completion. And 
there are project] 5 that new di­
agnostic technologies are only 
one to two vears awav from in 

H E W I B E frOKSESnCE 

Army Gen. Russ Zttftehi*. conananding general cf Medkal 
Research and Materiel Command directed the development of die 
$2 million Mobile Breast Care Center, desigaed to get technotogy 
to women without access to mecfical facihties 

breast care ceaters. Institulioas 
such as the University of Chicago, 
the University of Pennsylvania 
Medical School, Harvard Medkal 
School and Massachuaens Gen­
eral Hospital have been actively 
involved in moving the research 
forward. * 

"We are really on Ihe border, 
and we're getting closer," says 
Dr. Daniel B. Kopans. director of 
the Breast Imaging Division at 
Massachusetts G .-ai Hospital 
t an associate professor of ra­
diology at Harvard Medical 

School. 
'Missiles to Mammograms' 

What is most promising is how 
space, defense and intelligence 
technology aUowa the unprece­
dented mapping of the landscape 
of die breast. This was the hope 
touted three yean ago when the 
project. dubbed "From Missiles 
to Mammograms," was launched. 

"What call diagnosis, they 
call identification; we 
images I 1 t exploit tl 1; 
they're talking about I ing for 

Dr. Susan Bhunesthal deputy 
awisianl secretaiy for women's 
health in the Department of 
Health and Human Services: 
•Wkh the end of the cold war. 
our new DHttonal enemies are 
(Bseases Be breast cancer* 

baiMinss, silos, tanks and planes 
aad we look for tusiore,'* says Dr. 
Mitchell SchnaU of the University 
ef Pennsylvania. He is the pri­
mary investigator for the clinical 
trials. 

"The problems are the same," 
he says. "Ifsjust s matterof what 
the target is * 

The technologies now in clini­
cal trials involve computer-aided 
diagnosis and magnetic reso­
nance imaging (MRI). In the first 
case, Ihe computer acts as a back­
up ror a radtotogist reading a 
mammogram. The computer not 
only points out what the radioio-
gist might not see, but using intel­
ligence technology, also learns 
where false readings are likely to 
occur and so cuts down on false 
alarms. It spots false readings in 
much Ihe same way as high-tech 
military surveillance knows 
hutidings to be 1 
ways. Researchers expect to com­

plete this trial by 
January. 

The second lect 
tested enhances M 
cancer. In an MRI, 1 
is Ejected to piopo 
ply to tissaes. Caw 
ĝrow" their 

network. 
But akgnmeni 0 

after images 
And that's where 
work comes in. Led 

. that 'ioteft* 
compare images K 
hvvc moved th 
one day to the 

Kopans estimates 
ably, compulcr-aii 
and digital mammo 
results in sharper a 
ray films, may be 
clinical use in the 
two. He expects thi 
ticaled MRI cootn 
lo become avaflabk 
several years. 

"Looking for 
mogram is like 
in a forest," Kopaa 
wt can move the 0 
of the way, we CMS 
we're looking tor.-
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perfect diagnostic breast screen­
ing did exist, but not in the right 
hands. The defense and inldli-
gence commnnities, with big bud* 
gets and national security as their 
mission, are estimated to be 10' 
yean ahead of the medical field 
in their tfevdopment and use of 
high-tech imaging. 

By picking up the telephone 
and calling the Departmeat af 
Defense, the CIA and NASA. Dr. 
Susan Btumenthal set out in 1994 
to do something about that. As the ' 
first deputy assistant secretary 
for womea's health in the Depart­
ment of Heakh and Human Serv­
ices, she has acted as both cata­
lyst and booster for the 
teebndogy transfer now taking 
place. 

"With the end of the Cold War.: 
oar new national eaemtes are dis­
eases like breast cancer," Blu-
meothalsays. 

The whole enterprise h cloaked 
inasease of mission. 

Army Gen. Russ Zmtrhidt is 
commanding seoerai of Medical 
Reaearch and Materiel Command 
al Port Detrick, Md. Under his di-
rectioa, and in a partnership with 
Blamentbal's office, the Mobile 
Breast Care Ceoter has been de­
veloped. It uses digital mammo-
grapby. as opposed to X-ray film, 
and so can get sharper pictures 
and a more accurate diagnosis. 

The $2 million van, which car­
ries a sign with the names of the 
Department of Health and Hu­
man Services and Ihe Depart­
ment of Defense, is designed to 
take technology to women who do 
not have access lo breast centers. 
The images can be transmitted by 
satellite in minutes and, i f neces­
sary, a needle biopsy can be per­
formed right there. 

"On the defense side, we're cer-
laialy helping the entire counlry -
from a defense and security 
stance," says Victor Kontm, divi­
sion vice president for special 
programs at the National Infor-. 
mation Display Laboratory in 
Princeton, NJ.. which does intel­
ligence research for the Depart­
ment cf Defense and the CIA. 
"Aad here we were actually be­
ginning to pindividuals, in this 

v n. who are half Ihe 
country." 
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TECHREPOR 
A Look at Undogy in Government 
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Via OA. NASA. DoD apd enars «e 
tonnSieMaial MuHMflancy 
ConflBrtum Oft IfAB̂ nQ lo hiipnow 
Vtainwi'9 HM0I. iMtti ths vnd ol 9to 
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largat oontatf; brtaaMMa. < 
aunoundhgaiiWaiy baaa. 1 
ara aadarto aM. ao twy aan bo uaed 
toguidatia aoaichtor aaaoelaiad 
smal torgab. audi as buMnga. 
burtwrs. NddanaMMdaandftetk*. 

TWs aama "wgrt oortaa" knagkig 

R Miairt quha a peiaonal cuaade. but 
aaMUeommomffM aalpod'gatt 
8anOtoga.Oallbmla.i 

big. Ihe UMuaa snd MMa aunaundnig 
acuicanuatMwr canaldinthaaaily 
daiaodon of au* wman. Ounaal 
mammogiaph laahnotogy mlsaaa 16% 

and ean gh* Uao ivadlnga 
n cause noaJwa-and 

elc 
aMehkit 
axpensiua — blopilai to ba poftomad. 
Plot studie* am batag hald at 
MaaaachuastlaOsnerai. andhospRais 
at OM UnhmaRr ol Chlcaea and 
Unhmlyel Pontwytwania. Dr. 
Slumanmai says tm dWeai Mala wU 
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MtS (Mao on Women"e Health 
Oaparamm ot HaaMa and Human S ientooa 
200 tndapendenee Avenue SW 
A m 712 East 
Washington. OC 20201 
gOMSO-TttOvolM 
20a-«01-«003ta« 

imogyi 
eager to halp dw madto 

BMOO and afeeaiha** ere inadaat to •anna of budget, 
budw mjmonImeoCmaniIsInoaJcuWit*. • 

i ft* adtar*4p*a* Aaorantf 
t<m<ie>»>M»iaL sne«w>«»nacMar 

Iwre to offar. Ttw tochnatogy I 
nky taamwhalthay 
wtorpwgiama at 

fc:i?^k%r^v^ft^>3c^ V,.. - • 

i •y^^rr?^^^ • ' r; 

$!>C U:.;* 

• Oatading Ctangei In Sertol Mammognmia 
for Eany Oatsction of Braast Cancer, A Qua) 

loftwo^manalanallniaga 
okay 

• Oataomg lations in MagiwDe Kaaonaneo 
Braast Beans 

• A dual UM appDcalian af thimdmenjlonal 

Dear Readers 

m mm nn wait ninra! 
1 ia bov ftom )eu! lat tha edi-' 

tors of Mdteoart knar hear die sublets we 
aovar affect IM. IT you haw tpecWc issuet jeu 

want»tm COMM. or a suoeess story yeu want 
to tek us about, pleate let ut knoai. Vbu can sand 

•ml) to Wine Rasa ftour fakntol adteo at 
«er yau ean iand e (ai to 

Ka-SMJUe/taTeoidd be yog three tt 

F U T U R E I S S U E S 

AttCUat M 

l a p t a m b e r l 
Onatjadv 

ferSUURta 

I S 
ffMWNfew 

• ^ p « « m b M l S 
taslgOlkilCDamriaam 

S « p U m b « r M 
FtataoVNttam 



09/04/97 12:56 USPHS QUJH •» 94562878 NO. 007 005 

mencan ntuica 

MIMCAN MtMtti AisocwrtON • mtimu a. im • moMi«• NUMH M 

Army musters 
research funds 
to wage war on 
breast cancer 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Arm 
MtdlMl totnreh M 4 hUtwitl Cam. 
mud Wtb itMlf tt a aetrlw agaaajr 
for A« fijtiwf -

So why it k ipoadiac aiilieai of 
dollart a ycu to (una aatmnatil 
fManek prajact* aa bnt * aaBear? 

Tlw aarwr; la ikt early IfWj, 

ihay wen laalaa ihc teastaat fiMil 
taule over beatai naaaina and aaal-
naand a Vateury -aMift af haad" 
la tacceaaa totfog for Uiab cauaa. 
The reawit wit tha AiayV Breait 
Cancer Raaetfch Prefftaa. which 
leeka <nye to icduce Ihe iacMeoec of 
tke diieaia, iiicraaie awvlvet ratoi 
and Improve ike Quality ef lira far 
patieaii. 

An4 la the Utt five jrurt. Con' 
gnaa has provided tM( wUlioa ht 
lho praoam — asaily 40H the 
aaMUC Ota NWional Caaccr IftMitme 
dedieued te braaat ciacar awdict for 
thenowpttied. 

For fleVal year l»9t. tha Hoai* 
hu retofluneodad en ether $IM 
mUtloa. while tbt Soaate would 
ptwMa SITS million lit ha •aparste 
ear ilea at the Defeai* Dept. appro-
priatioa* UU. A eonfareaac eowmlr-
icc will settle ihe diffimata whtn 
Coniross rcturna to work thit 
moBth. 

As a result of leaUlatlea Preii-
dciu CUatoa signed into law tan 
moftth, ftoture appropriiriatif will be 

• bobteted by I ntw ftoidiM leiiree'. 
lbs Breast Cancer Rcieircti Stsiap 
— a money maker that will he 
lliticd by ihc U.S. Paital 9er«iea. 
For each tianp soldi s perti«e of 
the proceedi will go tcwird 
teiairch cons, wiih 10% of ihott 
dollari directed ra the Aiaqr'l peer-
reviewed proiram. 

tanrere 
reeeM (Utm^n 11 s fir 

cry Avei Ihc etmospfcete thai 
Uiwncd the Army ioltletive. vhith 
ioaaa SclMllMbsch, ipokcipervja 
for ihe Amerleao CaBCOr Society. 

Str MM£AST CAHCM*. page io 

t ™ i ! £ ! i i » Z U 2 u 2f the pronsmH 
• ovecall oldaedwa. 

art 
review purti would Include 
er repmouUvet — pao l̂c 

who are bimtl cancer mrvWots or who 
have eloae ftieadi ac fhaily mimbais 
•he taw wfltotf fiem dw dUeaac — 

the An^'t pradmrn if now censidmd a 
Ida rr 1 

"It't ua t̂M ... die flm lime ihe pob-
lie Wis beea iimWcd Is * a piocaM to 
mil etnoc," VIKO n i l . 

The isipect his bam sigalficant. 
"A lot of Mimlbtiittvcr see a beast 

canear cwvivor... ar cam* hue oamam 
with taawaao who bn thi dlMUC." 
Ltaduy Mid. By Imelvlai the perspec-
(i«o of dwac MskehoMeri. "the praans 
is a man iMimaw one, a mdft hasMa 
one," he added. 

BIN Viaco is ̂ aick w «jr ihn edvw-
cam' lapw doei act loftta tha iciaace. 
Kaihar. ft iharpefli U with potelcd 
ikMU of why aad •*»- not sad thai-
tasiu the tectptod rulat of deeadca af 
revTewt.iheuiS. 

-We hiiei ao ebjeaiivc panpaetiwe. 
WtTf than w bflai Hleaae oat ef the 

Uadsay said DM Anny *•» epww 
tha spDNtch bacaaie. i»l»e NIK 
and other loarMandiag —**<t\t fen* 
dm, there *M oa Icftae; m pbea - ao 
maituil of acMpttd pieacdiifei — that 
would hi«t beea ehirflenitd. 

"We're MK takina • punch at aaybody. 
bei we baoe the ftUtivc fteedw af «« 
Mini cacumhered* hy i sat ofeusuag 
njltl Ltadiay laid. -We,* iht Ai my. 
ere ued to likiag »e* i Mdan aad 
mewing eat." 

ThTiewli hai beea * pmrsm rtrue-
luied 10 reiiit fBireaehnwat end 

•csaondquleUy (anew 
Wbta it wtt fim titahiiihed, for 

lanaaec. ooly a ikeich/ iafrstineiure 
wti la plaet io raciMiaia reieucb 
advaecM ao tumor regiithM. no 
mooic hDibandry, no oetwerk tot ttuu-
ia | iflftrtutfoo, Uhdtty said. Money 
during tha early C'ani cycles hagaa to 
fill this gap. 

la the last two yaats, anoibcr priority 
hai emerced: iwndi Inttaded to lliikc 
» btUnce hetweio risk and reward by 
ittraulsbag prunutiag aad craaiivc, yet 
ipicuUlive, iamiiealieBi — cvea if 
Ihcyhckailoldila. 

Accwdiaa to the BCfcPi natui 
report to Conpett, the iatant'on 
panel opted fbr this direction as a way 
to carve eat a KieabTiC sialic "ha* 
would bt "uaiqu bat complcmmtary" 
to the woik dnc by other agtaclct tuck 
tiiktNIH. 

NIK fbctun invBttmenU ia welW 
established prajecu that have slgnifl-
caat pilot dais. The panel'i conteosus 
wis ihtt. alAottth this stiaaegy was 
eiientlal. li prahibittd the yurtuit of 
newel, oauatad idast, «ha repon aaid. 

ThU emphaie gnm new umtJligitorS 
I chance to eofl«pe»e. "They're nol 
locked Mt" bocause their meaicfc boks 
pnHmlaary evidence. Lindtay said. 

Advaacaa fhai item fiom these stud* 
iM wfll than flow upward in a «c!cmlfie 
pyramid, tt the acst level rtcctviag sup* 
perl frnm man ndiiionil laarcet and 
uliimaiily aMving to the tmulational 
tad elinical stages.' 

Supporters aav tbli counc will briag 
lefti-ierst Nat fin. 

"Tt'« i Aioding •suree. aad 
reieuehari to «h«n iht dellstt ire." 
laid ACS' Snelleabach, 

Activitts csa lobby for sitemloa ill 
thay WMK, hut (' iherc aie ne scicniliu 
io back ihem up, the efToii it for 
aauahi, aha Mid. 

-TbU pregtam i» ewiuring that that 
dots BOI happen — cuicivanng intenii 
on the peri of youot iovestitators thst 
will likely stay involved in the field.-
ScheBeahichsaitL 

for mtrt in/brnarlo* ubovt tht 
Army 'i treasi c**ir nttorck /Megraai, 
ehtek A* Ceafnitimalty Dirttud 
M*difl lUtMfd, totram iM tU« 

a;//inrmcfad<.ariny.mll<') er tall 
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Technology that spots missiles may also find breast cancer 
WASHINGTON — Til* DMt. •t 

Heiltti aad Huawt Sarvleei- Office of 
Wemtn i Hoalih is nlMortdaf wtt» ttt 
CU, Pcfauc Dept. and other agaacioa to 
«d«t unicjog teehneM«Uk aead ta nb. 
rite nrldaiKC aad terget i«cesirii«a to 
http docioit wre tn en btcait eaoosr. 

"Se autih money has aone into the 
i of fAia] 

liitaty pun 
mtnrtill. MO. MPA. deputy aseUlaat 

Tilt project begin ia 1994 aa a 4ia-
lasuc wi« ClA and otbet iwelHgeoee 
oomimuihy aaicndm to UaBtify f 
•Ul ways to imprwc dO-yeer-old i 
M«phy teebnolegy, whieh Mill mioses 
IS* 10 WH ( 

MtaltnU0" 

deiKlopveM 
mii'" " 

) Mchnaloay for 
purposes." said SUUB rs iu-

icrreliry fbr omen's health. 
'-If wa can tee mintlcs 40,000 mites 

MI,}, why cio t this tochnolegy be used 

IS* to » H of eli 
The Omce of Womcnl Health new 

funds ralated eliaieal studies at facili-
ries Including the Uaivertity of renniyl. 
voflls, tha Untvanity of CMaaae. Ate 
Robert « M Johawa School ef Moli-
cina, MassaelMScas Oesefal Hospital 
end the Hsrord Medkal School. 

Using 
taebaologiei that 
le utgets m Isficr 

reaoMtaisssiice photo*.. * compirter. 
esalatad peneta-ieeegaitioa tysiaffl hu 
haaa de»aloped to better l<t««tify can­
cerous tluuei io maauaoftntm-. 

• T«o4lman«laaal Imega eligomcm. 
Mammomami provide two-ditMniionsI 
views of tisiua. similar to images on 
eeiW mcoaaaiaaeaca film. By cempir. 
tag a Mrici of Images over iimc. 
ehaogas cu be dsuettd — wbethet 

mop oawemsu or fftowto of cascctout 
tissues. By upsrimpMioi (»* oM 
images sod deleting staa* that ttiatin 
unehaogad. subtle atwrstions be 
dctoctcd. oflfertns ai(niificaBt pt >al 
to iaarave opoa thafilsc leading 
astoelsicd with euneu techntqun. 

• Tbfce'dimcnslfrtial volume allgn-
meuu Intolllgeaee itehnelegy to 
dcteraime changes ia taitets by con-
pariag iatsges captured ftom difrcKnt 
vantage petau il being evsloaul for 
uaa in comparing MW breast seani. 

.SltphanleStapletea 
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Life 
High-tech spy systems 

may spot cancer 

tyMuttyBEUtt 
ISA TODAY 

UUrMnaft iwtfqg tach* 
olqua developed by tbe CM, 
Qia Dttaraneat or Defease 
and NASA soon nay b* used to 
inifiiinie bfcastxanoer desao-
doa and M ^ i j f i a ^ a f 1 

and tfefcasaoitariad adendsa 

' rtManctan b pro 
dudiv eariy results that kxA 
-OBOnaouity pranUno," says 
Dr. Susaa wumfinhal, worn-
ttft hMltfc eUtf at (ha Ui 
Public HealdiServtae. 

Says Blumaatbal, »ho 
tewdUtka key ptayen togab-
er, "l woedered: V «• eould 
•ea niiSElies dux wan 10,000 
mOts away and look ctaefy at 
Oa iffftce tf Msn. frtiy cant 
va marc aocuntaly lad tt-

mofs lo wonaat teaasti fic&i 
in from or usr 

Uanunograpby ndsHs IS* 
af aaom, wHiie 1 out of 4 bi­
opsies done (or suspicious 
lumps ind oo canear. There 
are about 300,000 biopsies 
yearly. Avenge east S2£00. 

Throe techniques are baing 
tested ia pQot studies at Mesa-
diusBttB OeoenL VatvarOty ot 
Chicago tod Ualvanity of 
Pennsylvania ha&tnix 

<nagta& ft oould reveal can-
eats caaouftigedhgr dense ds-
sua ia nanuDOgrsna. 

• Bî iach ehan« detoe-
ttaL This cotnputeigad tscb-
aique nay boost a otanuB̂  
gram's power la detect subtle 
changes that rignal tha Ban of 

f̂tattora reooflflfdrtflL This 
bniUrtike oompuier ̂ Men de> 

tnatically spotting Motogieal 
landnarto that cunouod oven 

triab win most like­
ly flan this year. Bhunenthal 
aaya. If fadugs are pcsMva, 
the Food and Drug AOmlnisn-
tton has pledged to expedite ap­
proval ao thflae mfihods couU 
be available to consumers 
•lihin a loo yman. sbc addL 
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Wednesday October 23 12:53 PM EDT 

Defense Weapons Aimed At Breast Cancer 
NEW YORK (Reuters) - Researchers aie setting help in detecting tumors firom the Pentagon, as wartime 
technology joins the assault on bteast cancer. 

"Technological innovations assist intelligence officers in finding targets camouflaged behind trees via satellite,H 

said Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretaiy Donna Shalala recently. "Now. clinical trials will determine 
the safety and effectiveness of the same intelligence technologies to assist radiologists with finding small 
cancers camouflaged behind breast tissue." 

Shalala was referring to three different hi-tech military surveillance devices that are now being adapted to help 
in breast cancer research. 

This innovation doesn't come as a surprise to her HHS colleague Dr. Susan Blumenthal. who heads the new 
research effort. "If we can image missiles in distant sides, and with the Hubble telescope see the surface of 
Mars, then surely we should be better able to detect small lumps in women's breasts," she said. 

Blumenthal explained at a Washington press conference that three main technologies are being focused on in 
the search for better ways to detect cancer. 

The fust technique, called 'neural networks,' arose firom the Department of Defense's need to pinpoint very 
small military targets - like buildings or weaponry - in the context of largc-sĉ le aerial landscape 
photography. The DOD developed computer technology that analysed surveillance photographs, finding 
patterns that make spotting targets easier. Fbr example, buildings are usually found near roads, so using 
easily-seen roads within an image makes it easier to hone in on targeted buildings. 

A report from the HHS says the technology works in analyzing mammograms as well, because tumors are 
found in some areas of breast tissue more often than others. "As missile targets can be identified in the context 
of a changing landscape, so breast cancers can be detected in the context of surrounding tissue structures," 
according to an HHS fact sheet on the new technologies. 

Another 'peace dividend' used to detect breast cancer is called 'two-dimensional alignment technology1. 
Defense officials use computer technology to spot subtle changes in aerial photographs taken of the same 
terrain over time. "In reconnaissance film, the change might be troop movements; in mammography it is the 
growth of cancerous tissue in die breast," explains die HHS report 

One more potential cancer-fighting technology is called '3-D volume alignment technology'. 
Three-dimensional magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) uses a 'tracer' dye injected into tissue in order to 
highlight possible cancerous :. Unfonunately. subtle changes in breast placement can make comparing 
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successive three-dimensional images very difficult-

But the DOD has faced similar problems wten using varving 3-D views of the same target, and has developed 
a computerized tedinology to precisely align images for better comparison. HHS experts say the benefits to 
cancer research are obvious, since "precise alignment of these images becomes a key in more accurate 
identification of changes in bteast tissue." 

Blumenthal says all three technologies aie expected to begin clinical trials at the University of Pennsylvania 
soon, tf those trials look promising, Blumenthal says that approval for use in hospitals will be sought from the 
food and Drug Administration. 

Cunent breast mammography is a 40-year-old technology diat misses up to 20% of cancerous tumors, 
according to a statement firom HHS. "The clinical trials mean we can now start applying what we've learned... 
to the clinical setting, with the hope of finding bteast cancer at an earlier stage," said Blumenthal. 

According to government statistics, breast cancer affects 180,000 women annually in the U.S., causing 
45,000 deaths each year. Early detection of breast cancer offers the best chance of long-term survival 

1 „ j [Search News ]H8to 

Previous Storv: Walking Epldnralii flain Mnmentum 
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Schedule Request 

ACCEPT REGRET PENDING 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

DATE AND TIME: 

DURATION: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: 

REMARKS REQUIRED: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

CONTACT: 

Stephanie Street and Ann Walley, Directors 
of Scheduling & Advance 

Thurgood Marshall, Jr. 
Secretary to the Cabinet 

White House event 

To unveil the public service announcements 
which w i l l a i r during Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month (October) and recognize the 
public/private partnership involved i n 
educating women about the need for a 
mammogram. 

The f i r s t week of October. 

30 minutes. 

White House 

The F i r s t Lady, Secretary Shalala, HCFA 
Administrator Nancy-Ann Min DeParle (upon 
confirmation), PSA sponsors, and PSA actors. 

Comments by Fi r s t Lady, Secretary Shalala, 
and HCFA Administrator. Play PSAs. Comments 
from PSA actors. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Secretary Donna Shalala 

Barbara Woolley 
Office of Public Liaison 
456-2155 

cc: Mary Beth Donahue, HHS 
Liz Shannahan, HCFA 
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Schedule Request 

ACCEPT REGRET PENDING 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

DATE AND TIME: 

DURATION: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

Stephanie Street and Ann Walley, Directors 
of Scheduling & Advance 

Thurgood Marshall, Jr. 
Secretary to the Cabinet 

Request for F i r s t Lady to p a r t i c i p a t e i n a 
Medicare Mammography event 

To promote the new Medicare Mammography event 
i n the context of Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month. 

One day during the 2nd or 3rd week of 
October, 1997. Time i s f l e x i b l e . 

1-1.5 hours 

"Your Medicare Center" 
The Gallery (shopping center) 
Philadelphia, PA 

The F i r s t Lady; Secretary Donna Shalala; HCFA 
Administrator Nancy-Ann Min DeParle (upon 
confirmation) 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: The event would include a roundtable with the 
F i r s t Lady, Secretary Shalala, the Administrator, and "early 
detection" success stories. Participants would be women, and 
t h e i r family members, of diverse backgrounds whose use of the 
mammography benefit has resulted i n early detection and treatment 
of breast cancer. Through education and outreach, the 
Administration and HHS are working to increase the use of 
mammography among older, minority women (research indicates they 
are least l i k e l y to use the b e n e f i t ) . HHS i s involved i n several 
e f f o r t s to increase awareness and u t i l i z a t i o n . 

After the event, a tour of the f i r s t - o f - i t s - k i n d Medicare service 
center operated by HCFA, could be arranged. Known as "Your 
Medicare Center", i t is located i n The Gallery shopping center. 
V i s i t would include meet and greet with s t a f f and beneficiaries 
who have used the resources of the Center. (Closed press?) . 
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REMARKS REQUIRED: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

CONTACT: 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Secretary Donna Shalala 

Barbara Woolley 
Office of Public Liaison 
456-2155 

cc: Mary Beth Donahue, HHS 
Liz Shannahan, HCFA 

TOTAL P.04 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
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708 JACKSON PLACE, NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20503 

PHONE:(202) 456-7300 FAX:(202) 456-73 I I 
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August 21, 1997 

FAX TO: Ma. Sondra Seba 
White House OfRce of Women's Iniaatives 
202-456-7311 

FROM: BcdiFuchfl Breimer 
Publisher, SELF Magazine 
212-880-7803 

Dear Sondra: 

it was grwi speaking to you ic,d.iy end $0 ctpprttciatc your effnrhi to iticludc the SELF Pink Ribbon 
Aw*i-<ls Luncheon on thr- prp̂ irlrnr and/or First tady's SCbedule(s) for what looks to be a very busy 
October. 

As we discussed, we h«v$ fccen worfcing with a Lcntativt!! date for thc luncheon, but there is CCTtamly 
enough advance notice bare to happily rft-nrrangc (binBS to accommodate the President and First Lady. 
Tlic date tvr've been workire with is Tuesday, October 21", but we can move it cither up or bock 
dfipending on their travel scbedulcs. As in tho past two years, WE have booked the Rainbow Room for 
this event hut b*re too, we can he flexible on the event Jocaiion depending on you* need* and concerns. 

At thu year's hincbeon, we will be honorinj; the following compames for their commitment to the breast 
cancer research initiative; 

General Motors - fot their ambitiona "Concept Cure" program The Award will be accepted 
by Phil Guaraficio, v,P, Graeral Manager, Marketing. 

Kcnar (the fashion company) - for their bold new breast cancer awareness program thnt has 
already raised substantial flinds for thc Breast Caacer Research Foundarion. The Award will 
be accepted by Ken Zimmerman, presidf.ht nnd ceo of JCenar. 

WNBA(the new womea's basketbaU league) • for their tremendous breast cancer awarawM 
effort in this, iLeir inaugural, season. Accepting the Aw^rd win bo v*i AoW.wan, pnTtiilent 
Of die WNDA. 

We will also be presenting a special appredatioo award to Carol Baldwin, mother of the actors Alee, 
Billy and Steven Baldwm, who has reccmly launched a ftind-Taising initiative toward 0 major new breafii 
cancer m her naroe at the State Univemty of New Yorlc at Stony BrooV It is quite possible that there will 
be WNTJA athletBB wi* us for the event, as well ap one or more of the Baldwin boys. Naturally it is much 
too parly to tell. And we arc waiting on any more formaJ amngemcnis until we Vnow if the President and/ 
or First Lady can be with us ro accept their Award in honor of the President's mother. 

If you need any other preliminary mformiitton. please call me before you leave for vacation I look 
forward to speaking apain soon! 



August 21, 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANN LEWIS 
BOBBIE GREENE 

u/JEN KLEIN 
NICOLE RABNER 

CC: CHERYL CARTER 

BARBARA WOOLLEY 

FROM. SONDRA SEBA 

SUBJECT: OCTOBER EVENT OPTIONS FOR THE FIRST LADY RELATIVE 
TO NATIONAL BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 

S E L F Magazine's 1997 Pink Ribbon Award Luncheon in New York 

Our Office has a "pending" status on this scheduling request for the President to accept the 1997 
Pink Ribbon Award in memory of his mother Virginia Kelley, at a luncheon sponsored by SF1F 
magazine in New York City, sometime in October, to be determined by the President's schedule. 
This is an event option for the First Lady if the President is unable to attend. (See attached copy 
of scheduling request) 

Women's Outreach Initiative at NASA 

Our Office recently met with NASA representatives of the newly established Women's Outreach 
Team (part of Public Affairs Office) to find ways to collaborate on NASA's one-to-two year 
initiative in response to studies indicating that women are less favorable of the space program than 
men. The initiative's goal is to increase women's knowledge of how the space program improves 
their lives and the lives of their families. We discussed the possibility of co-sponsoring a briefing 
as a part of their formal initiative kick-off in January, 1998, as well as possibly incorporating their 
work on digital mammography into a Breast Cancer Awareness Month event in October. These 
events could introduce women leaders to: space-based research and programs on women's health, 
medicine and nutrition; technological advancements in consumer, home, safety, and travel 
products and services; and an understanding of the important contributions of preserving the 
health of Earth. (See attachment outlining NASA's initiative) 



SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

ACCEPT REGRET 

APRIL 22,̂ 1997,, 

PENDING 5 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

DATE AND TIME: 

BRIEFING TIME: 

Stephanie Streett 

Maria Echaveste 

For the President to attend an awards luncheon and to accept the 
1997 Pink Ribbon Award from Self Magazine in memory of his 
mother, Virginia Kelley. 

- To honor the President for his role in initiating legislation and in 
propelling this cause to the forefront of his agenda; 
- To take note of the President's personal connection to the disease 
and of his commitment to the fight against breast cancer and the 
promotion of women's health in a public forum; and, 
- To further demonstrate the Administration's priority of elevating 
breast cancer awareness. 

Self Magazine is the leading women's health magazine in the United 
States. They have a circulation of 1.6 million and a readership of 
over five million Self is the creator of the Pink Ribbon, the 
national symbol for breast cancer awareness. 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. The Pink Ribbon 
Award, established in October 1994, honors outstanding individuals 
and organizations for their shared dedication and commitment to 
the fight against breast cancer. 

Past recipients of the Pink Ribbon Award include Evelyn H. 
Lauder, for developing the Evelyn H. Lauder Breast Center at the 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Hospital in New York, and Jerry Levin, 
former president and CEO of Revlon, for Revlon's establishment of 
the Revlon/UCLA Breast Center in Los Angeles. 

Approximately 500 in the audience including: 
- Advocates 
- Breast cancer survivors 

- Corporate and government representatives 

October, 1997; exact date and time TBD, flexible for the President. 

5 minutes 

DURATION: TBD 



LOCATION: Washington, D C. or New York City; exact location TBD. 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

REMARKS REQUIRED: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

CONTACT: 

ORIGIN OF 
PROPOSAL: 

None. 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: TBD. 

Yes, to be provided by the principal's speechwriters; talking 
points provided by the Women's Office upon request. 

Open. 

Betsy Myers. 

Sondra Seba, Ph. 6-7310. 

Self Magazine. 
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BETH FUCHS BRENNER 

PUBLISHER 

March 3, 1997 

Ms. Mary Dickson 
White Home Office for Women's Initiatives & Outreach 
708 Jackson Place 
Washington, DC 20503 

Dear Mary: 

Thanks to yon and Pat for spending time with Rochelle, Andrea, Judy, Sue ai 1 me 
yesterday, and for your enthusiasm for the proposed breast cancer awareiic •• ;• p;:ogr (is 
we put on the table. 

As promised, I am following up with some detailed information on SELPs Pi c T jbb 
Award. 

Three years after SELF'S launch of the Pink Ribbon as the national symbol fo:: br:ast 
cancer awareness, SELF initiated the Pink Ribbon Award in October 1994. Kvery : 
October, the Pink Ribbon Award luncheon honors outstanding individual:; i nd 
organizations for their shared dedication and commitment to the fight against ki-ea.; 
cancer. We would be honored to present the 1997 Pink Ribbon Award to Pivfjsi.fcnl 
Clinton, in memory of his mother, Virginia Kelley. The President's role both in 
initiating legislation and in propelling this cause to the forefront of his agiin da is 
deserving of our acknowledgment; and his personal connection to thc disca.-*: is we 
worth noting in a public forum. 

Past honorees, all distinguished business leaders, include: 

• 1994 Pink Ribbon Award recipient Evelvn l i . Uuder, who was acknowledged fc 
her partnership in initiating the Pink Ribbon and her tremendous work in 
developing the Evelyn H. Lauder Breast Center at the Memorial Sloan-KKtteTrng 
Hospital. Dr. Larry Norton, Director of The Lauder Breast Center, also vpob; at ie 
luncheon. 

• 1995 Pink Ribbon Award recipient Jerry Levin, then president and CEO of f uvU. : 

who accepted tlic Award on behalf of all Revlon employees and was hoiioivd ' 
Revlon's estahiisliTn<»nt of the Revlon/I ICIJV Breast Center in Angeles Dr. f>- m 
Love, renowned breast cancer surgeon at UCLA and best-selling author of "Tlie 
Breast Book", accompanied Mr. Levin to the podium. 

ThtConcf Vist PuHicatmns Inc. 350 M a d l ^ n Avenue, New Yurk, NY KUH7 :i?-li8(>7M7 Fsx ^ ^O-fPf 2 
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1996 Pink Ribbon Award recipient lames Preston, Chairman & CEO of /.yon, wl o 
was honored for Avon's tremendously galvanizing Breast Cancer Awareness 
Crusade - developed to educate women about breast health and to improve acc< is to 
early detection services. Since 1993, Avon has raised over $18 million tivfur d 
numerous community-based programs across the U.S. and worldwide. 

In 1996, SELF also established the Pink Ribbon Award for New Initiative!: and he noted 
two additional individuals and their companies for impactful new breast cancer 
programs. The Lee Jeans "Blueprint" Initiative, established in Spring 1996, raised 
over S3 million for the Susan B. Komen Foundation in its first year, primarily thr jogh 
National Denim Day, a nationwide event for breast cancer awareness that rajui xd 
companies to allow their employees to wear denim to work on October .25* in 
exchange for a $5 donation, per employee, toward breast cancer research. SELF also 
presented the Pink Ribbon New Initiatives Award to Maidenform, whose: spoitso s tip 
of an initiative called "Two Chicks, Two Bikes, One Cause" led yoting women or i . 
cross-country cvding trek to raise awareness for breast cancer through educational 
forums, picnics and bike rides. The trek covered 4,400 miles through 17 states. 

Additionally in 1996, SELF honored ABC producer Geralyn Lucas who, tit 26. wis 
diagnosed with breast cancer and has made it her mission to empower other woman 
with cancer to take control of their treatment and their emotional recovf.ry. 

In just three years, the Pink Ribbon Awards luncheon has grown in size from 70 to over 
200 attendees. The audience is composed of distinguished business leaders, health •••are 
professionals, breast cancer survivors and the press. As discussed, we are pj-epaied tc 
move the Awards luncheon to a larger ballroom to accommodate additional gu&rfc;. 

I'm sure we'll be in touch soon regarding the status of this Award, as well our otl e' 
proposals. Thanks again for all your time and I look forward to working together. 

Sincerely yours, 

cc: Pat Lewis - Director Of Specialty Press, The White House 
Rochelle Udell - Editor-in-Chief, SELF 
Andrea Kaplan - Director of Public Relations, SELF 
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Public Affairs 
1997-99 Outreach Strategic Plan 
Connecting with Women 

NASA's Office of Public Affairs has initiated a proactive endeavor to reach women. This 
initiative originated, in part, due to several studies that indicate women are less supportive and 
less favorable of the space program than men. 

The objective of the initiative is to increase women's knowledge of how the space program 
improves their lives and the lives of their famihes. 

Other data indicate that, of the general population, educated Americans and younger Americans 
seem to be more supportive. Possible reasons for the less favorable attitude may include the 
perceived high cost and an unawareness of the breadth of programs, discoveries, and benefits. 

Research has shown that women are mostly concerned about issues related to health, medicine, 
nutrition, education, the environment, ?iging and older Americans, security and crime, and 
consumer productions and services. 

Statistics 

A 1996 public opinion study conducted by Yankelovich Partners indicates that 49 percent of 
women, compared to 62 percent of men, think the space program is extremely or very 
important. Thirty percent of men, compared to 18 percent of women, have a very favorable 
impression of the space program. When asked about funding space, 48 percent of women and 
37 percent of men believe we spend too much. When asked whether money spent on space 
could be better spent on other programs, 72 percent of women and 55 percent of men strongly 
agree and somewhat agree. 

Proposed Plan 

Convene several major campaigns in the next year focusing on space-based research and 
women's health, medicine and nutrition; understanding, preserving and forecasting the health 
of Earth; technology advancements in consumer, home, safety, travel, and leisure products 
and services. The primary audience is American women aged 30-55, parents and families. 
The scope of the campaigns will vary and will be supplemented with broadcast and print media 
events and feature stories; public programs such as exhibits, speaking platforms, and 
conferences; internet initiatives; and partnerships with associations and groups. 



Public Affairs 
1997-99 Outreach Strategic Plan 
Connecting with Women 

Objective: 

Statistics: 

Audience: 
primary: 
Subgroups 

Message: 

Themes: 

Slogan: 

Strategy: 

American women have greater awareness of space 

Studies indicate women are less supportive and less 
favorable of the space program than men. 

Women 
Parents and Families 

NASA science and research improves the lives of women and the lives 
of their families. 

An investment in space is an investment in our current standard of 
Uving, our knowledge of our place in the universe and in our children's 
future. 

America's space program is making important contributions to: 

• advancing health care, nutrition and medical sciences. 
• understanding and preserving the health of Earth 
• forecasting weather and understanding natural disasters 
• inspiring students with discovery and adventure 
• enriching educators with math, science and technology tools 
• making the skies safer for travel 
• applying technology to advance consumer, home, safety and 

leisure products and services 
• creating jobs of the future 
• unlocking the mystery of the universe 

There's Space in My Life 

Develop an integrated public affairs plan centered around a main 
message. Create opportunities around significant NASA events for 
women. All components are formatted in the same "family," yet all 
text and visuals are tailored for different special interest groups. 
Reach and communicate messages to variety of decision makers, media 
and special interest groups. 



Strategic Plan Components 

Broadcast Media 
(1) entertainment initiatives 
(2) . monthly videofile feature stories 

Print Media 
(1). magazine features 
(3) . editorials and column 
(4) PSA campaign 

Internet Media 
(1) . web site for families 
(2) . collaborative chats, events, online projects 

Public Programs 
(1) . exhibits at conventions and trade shows 
(2) . partnerships and campaigns 
(3) . speaking platforms 
(4) . conferences on women's issues 
(5) . women artists 

Decisionmakers and Indus t ry Leaders 
(1) Administrator breakfast meetings with decisionmakers 
(2) industry leaders and publishers to launch 
(3) speaking platforms 

Support Products and People 
(1) . print materials 
(2) . video materials 
(3) . spokespersons 
(4) . tailored exhibits 
(5) . calendar of NASA events 
(6) . calendar of interest group events 
(8). website with links to "cool" websites 



NASA'S ROLE IN HEALTH AND MEDICINE 

MATTERS OF THE HEART AND BODY 

Blood Pressure 

NASA 's research led to the development of that device which you slip your arm into at the 
doctors offices and supermarkets. This is a semi-automatic device that provides highly 
accurate blood pressure measurement. The results appear quickly and conveniently on a 
digital display. 

Programmable Pacemaker 

A pacemaker that can be programmed outside of the body and a companion instrument, the 
inplantable defibrillator, has been developed by NASA to sense irregular heart beats and 
automatically delivers an electrical stimulus to correct the problem. 

Laser Angioplasty 

NASA's patented technology offers an alternative to conventional methods of treating 
clogged arteries. An excimer laser offers a non-surgical cleaning of the arteries without 
causing damage to blood vessel walls. This technique has a 85% success rate with fewer 
complications than balloon angioplasty. 

Cardiac Monitor 

The IQ System used for cardiac monitoring evolved from NASA's quest for a less 
complex method to monitor the hearts of astronauts in orbit. The system is a simple non­
invasive and less costly way of assessing cardiac functions which is being used in 
hospital Intensive Care Units, emergency rooms and laboratories in and outside of our 
country. 

Breast Cancer Detection 

Women can feel more comfortable knowing there is a new way to screen breast cancer that 
will provide earlier diagnosis than the current procedure with lesser exposure to radiation. 
NASA has developed a joint program with the National Cancer Institute to use NASA 
technology to develop digital mammography. 

Stereotactic Biopsy 

A charge-couple device camera originally designed and built for use in the Hubble Space 
Telescope Imaging Spectrograph has proven beneficial to patients and the doctors when 
performing breast biopsies. The camera provides a much clearer image and greater 
accuracy for physicians when collecting the biopsy sample from a suspicious lesion seen 
on x-ray. This method takes some of the dread out of having a biopsy because it is non­
surgical, less costly, and painless. 



HEART AND BODY CONT'D 

Endometriosis 

Endometriosis is a condition that afflicts approximately 10 percent of women and 25-40 
percent of infertile women. It is characterized by growth of tissue outside of the lining of 
the uterus in sites such as the fallopian tubes or ovaries. Information gathered by NASA 
scientists have given the medical community a better understanding of the effects of 
radiation in treating this often painful condition and its causes. 

Fetal Telemetry Monitoring System 

Additional care is available for women carrying fetuses suffering from diaphragmatic 
hernia, a condition in which a hole in the diaphragm allows internal organs to move from 
the stomach into the chest. This condition is critical and is sometimes fatal because the 
lungs have insufficient room to develop. NASA's Ames Research Center and the 
University of California have devised a wireless telemetry device that monitors the baby's 
vital signs until after the mother has delivered and the baby is stable. 

Infrared Thermometer 

Technology used to measure the temperature of stars and planets proves useful in 
measuring humans' temperature in only two seconds. This is an infection free method of 
measuring body temperature through the eardrum which is beneficial to newborns, 
critically ill and incapacitated patients. 

Osteoporosis 

NASA with the National Institute of Health technology could possibly provide some relief 
to women who have "bone-chilling" concerns about osteoporosis. Studies that are being 
done on the loss of bone mass in space travel could be advantageous in preventing and 
treating this disease that accompanies aging on earth. 

Ocular Screening System 

NASA's focus on image processing and optic technologies lead to the development of the 
Ocular Screening System which is used for the detection of "Lazy Eye" a condition which 
causes blindness if not detected early. The system allows for low-cost examinations 
which disclose any other eye abnormalities such as nearsightedness, farsightedness, or 
cataracts. It can also be used on infants. 

Computer Reader for the Blind 

Blind people have more independence thanks to optical and electronic technology research 
performed at Stanford Research Institute under the sponsorship of NASA's Ames Research 
Center. The device, called Optacon II, provides access to printed words and electronic 
information on most personal computers. It has widespread use because it can be used 
with any alphabet or language and is available in more than 70 countries throughout the 
world. 



HEART AND BODY CONT'D 

Speech Aids 

The deaf can now visualize what they are saying in a manner different from sign language. 
The Resnik Speech Teacher is a device that aids in speaking by showing the hearing 
impaired through a display what is normal voice tone versus what is higher then normal. 
This device and another one called Resnick Tone Emitter I , a miniature electronic device 
that is works like a human voice to help people to speak who have lost their natural voice 
through injury, cancer or other diseases, were made possible through NASA Regional 
Technology Transfer Center. 

Diabetes Research 

Human insulin mixed with a drug that improves the therapeutic effect of insulin and 
improved the structure was based on space grown crystals. Scientists are currently 
working on designing non-toxic drugs that bind to the insulin and allow its use on diabetic 
patients. 

A biopharmaceutical company is using NASA-developed technology to grow human 
insulin-secreting pancreas cells for the treatment of diabetes. This approach could replace 
insulin therapy by using a NASA biroactor that may be critical to providing a source of 
functional human pancreatic tissue. 

Bladder Fullness Monitor 

There are millions of people in our country have a bladder control problem because of 
various medical conditions. Embarrassment and other negative effects usually associated 
with this condition can be eliminated. NASA's Langley Research Center developed a 
small, battery-powered instrument which can be positioned on the abdomen and alerts 
patients when they need to void. This small device can improve the quality of life people 
who have this condition. 

Balance Disorders 

NASA along with NIH have found ways to support aging persons who have balance 
disorders , a frequent cause of falls and subsequent bone breakage. Space Shuttle 
research on the body's balance system has resulted in new discoveries of sensory pathways 
and the nervous system's able to adapt. Increased understanding of the brain may aid in 
the development of improved treatments for nervous systems disorders. 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Public Hultti Service 

Food and Drug Admrnistretian 
Rockville MD 20857 

August 21,1997 

MEMORANDUM TO MELANNE VERVEER AND MARIA ECHAVESTE 

CC: JENNIFER KLEIN AND BARBARA WOOLLEY 

FROM: AUDREY SHEPPARD, ACTING DIRECTOR 
OFFICE OF WOMEN'S HEALTH 

SUBJECT; FIRST LADY EVENT DURING BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 

It is the recommendation of the Food and Drug Administration that the event to kick-off Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month with First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton he focused on the importance 
of mammography screening. It is our belief that with the pending reauthorization of the 
Mammography Quality Standards Act (MQSA), due for Hill consideration after Labor Day, and 
the fmalization of the final regulations of MQSA, currently at OMB and the Department, it is 
perfect timing for the White House to spotlight the importance of mammography services. 

Since there is not currently a cure for breast cancer, tlie most effective focus is on early detection. 
Increasing awareness among women is needed about quality mammography services. Since 
October 1,1994, all mammography facilities in the United States have been required to be 
certified by the FDA as meeting mammography quality standards in order to lawfully operate. 
This requirement is a result of MQSA. The goal of MQSA is to assure that mammography is 
safe and reliable and to allow the detection of breast cancer in its earliest, most treatable stage. 
MQSA has resulted in better mammography screenings and lives have been saved. 

According to the National Cancer Institute, in 1992 only 51% of White women, 45% of Hispanic 
women and 40% of African American women ages 50-64 had received a mammography 
screening within the last year. At ages 60 years and above the numbers are even lower at 42% 
for White women, 32% for African American women, and 30% of Hispanic women. We still 
have a long way to go in order to reach the Healthy People 2000 goal of mammography 
screening for 60 percent of all women ages 50 and older. 



' • Barbara D. Woolley 
08/21/97 07:09:38 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Jennifer L. Klein/OPD/EOP, Nicole R. Rabner/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Breast Cancer Awareness Month and Medicare Mammography Initiative 

JoAnne Howes is out of the country until Sept. 2. It is my understanding Robin Leeds talked wi th 
her earlier about October. 

August 21, 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR JENNIFER KLEIG 

NICOLE RABNER 

FROM: BARBARA WOOLLEY 

RE: NATIONAL BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 

Medicare Mammography Initiative 

Option 1: First Lady participates in an event in Philadelphia, or other HCFA designated 
site, to re-announce the Medicare Mammography Initiative. The announcement 
will include the introduction of a new PSA; new data on Medicare beneficiaries 
using the Mammography benefit; and, Corporate Commitments on the Medicare 
Mammography Initiative. 

Option 2: First Lady participates in an White House event regarding the above. Audience 
would be comprised of Corporate partners; HHS officials; Legislative 
Members; Advocates of the Women's, Breast Cancer, Provider, Seniors and 
Health Communities. Message targeted to Medicare message only. 

Option 3: SELF Magazine's 1997 Pink Ribbon Award could be presented to the First 
Lady, on behalf of the President, in conjunction with the Medicare 
Mammography Initiative Announcement. Message brings in both the Medicare 
and Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 



" r f ? Barbara D. Woolley 
08/28/97 02:59:33 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Jennifer L. Klein/OPD/EOP, Nicole R. Rabner/WHO/EOP, Marsha E. Berry/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Medicare Mammography Initiative 

FYI, Candice Bergan would like to participate in an interactive PSA wi th the First Lady for the MMI . 
A draft script in conning to us, as soon as I receive will put together a proposal for a second PSA 
for the MMI . Should you decide to do it, Candice Bergan's folks need to schedule ASAP. She 
would be available to participate in the event if it is scheduled after October 20, 1997. 

For the first PSA, we have confirmed Stephan Baldwin and his mother. Working on Whitney 
Houston and her Mother; Andy Garcia and his Mother; and Rosanne Cash and June Carter Cash. 



Schedule Proposal Date: August 15, 1997 

ACCEPT REGRET PENDING 

TO: 

FROM: 

Patti Solis-Doyle 
Assistant to the First Lady 
and Director of Scheduling 

Maria Echaveste 
Barbara Woolley 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

For the First Lady to speak at a breakfast a small 
group of representatives from the American Health 
Foundation to honor October 6 as an Annual Child Health 
Day (CHD) 

To provide visibility to the First Lady's commitment to 
children's health issues by establishing a nationwide health 
awareness/action day for children and families. 

The American Health Foundation (AHF) is a non-profit 
research and health promotion organization dedicated to 
saving lives through the prevention of cancer and other life 
threatening illnesses. The Foundation conducts basic and 
clinical research to identify the causes of these diseases and 
develops health education programs to foster healthier 
lifestyle practices. The AHF maintains the support of 
important children's health organizations including the 
American Academy of Pediatrics and the Children's Defense 
Fund. 

This year's theme is "Take Time for Family." The AHF is 
urging families to commit to engaging in healthful habits all 
year long beginning on Child Health Day, by signing a 
Healthy Practices Pledge. Families will pledge to: 

Have a healthy breakfast 
Stop smoking 
Engage in physical activities 
Live and play safely 
Take care of their teeth 

The AHF is enlisting the support of the corporate 
community to give their employees thirty minutes off on 
Child Health Day to have breakfast with their families at 



home or at school. 

DATE AND TIME: 

DURATION: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENT: 

PRESS/MEDIA: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

Monday, October 6, 1997. 

20 minutes. 

White House. 

List Attached. 

TBD. 

White House Photo or Open. 

Maria Echaveste 

CONTACT: Barbara Woolley, x62155 



AUG-29-199? IB--13 RDMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE 202 690 6362 P.02/04 

Schedule Request 

ACCEPT REGRET PENDING 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

DATE AND TIME: 

DURATION: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: 

REMARKS REQUIRED: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

CONTACT: 

Stephanie Street and Ann Walley, Directors 
of Scheduling & Advance 

Thurgood Marshall, Jr. 
Secretary to the Cabinet 

White House event 

To unveil the public service announcements 
which w i l l a i r during Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month (October) and recognize the 
public/private partnership involved i n 
educating women about the need f o r a 
mammogram. 

The f i r s t week of October. 

30 minutes. 

White House 

The F i r s t Lady, Secretary Shalala, HCFA 
Administrator Nancy-Ann Min DeParle (upon 
confirmation), PSA sponsors, and PSA actors. 

Comments by F i r s t Lady, Secretary Shalala, 
and HCFA Administrator. Play PSAs. Comments 
from PSA actors. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Secretary Donna Shalala 

Barbara Woolley 
Office of Public Liaison 
456-2155 

cc: Mary Beth Donahue, HHS 
Liz Shannahan, HCFA 
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Schedule Request 

ACCEPT REGRET PENDING 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

DATE AND TIME: 

DURATION: 

Stephanie Street and Ann Walley, Directors 
of Scheduling & Advance 

Thurgood Marshall, Jr. 
Secretary to the Cabinet 

Request for F i r s t Lady to pa r t i c i p a t e i n a 
Medicare Mammography event 

To promote the new Medicare Mammography event 
i n the context of Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month. 

One day during the 2nd or 3rd week of 
October, 1997. Time i s f l e x i b l e . 

1-1.5 hours 

LOCATION: "Your Medicare Center" 
The Gallery (shopping center) 
Philadelphia, PA 

PARTICIPANTS: The Fi r s t Lady; Secretary Donna Shalala; HCFA 
Administrator Nancy-Ann Min DeParle (upon 
confirmation) 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: The event would include a roundtable with the 
F i r s t Lady, Secretary Shalala, the Administrator, and "early 
detection" success stories. Participants would be women, and 
t h e i r family members, of diverse backgrounds whose use of the 
mammography benefit has resulted i n early detection and treatment 
of breast cancer. Through education and outreach, the 
Administration and HHS are working to increase the use of 
mammography among older, minority women (research indicates they 
are least l i k e l y to use the b e n e f i t ) . HHS i s involved i n several 
e f f o r t s to increase awareness and u t i l i z a t i o n . 

After the event, a tour of the f i r s t - o f - i t s - k i n d Medicare service 
center operated by HCFA, could be arranged. Known as "Your 
Medicare Center", i t i s located i n The Gallery shopping center. 
V i s i t would include meet and greet with s t a f f and beneficiaries 
who have used the resources of the Center. (Closed press?). 
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REMARKS REQUIRED: Yes. 

MEDIA COVERAGE: Yes. 

RECOMMENDED BY: Secretary Donna Shalala 

CONTACT: Barbara Woolley 
Office of Public Liaison 
456-2155 

cc: Mary Beth Donahue, HHS 
Liz Shannahan, HCFA 

TOTAL P.04 



Missiles to mammograms: New uses for techno ogy 
By DELIA M. RIPS 
NEWHOUSE NEWS SERVICE 

WASHINGTON — The human 
breast is not the frontier that sci­
entists at the SETI Institute — as 
in the Search for Extra-
•Terrestrial • Intelligence — 
usually explore. 
! Scientists there are known for 
devising a way for even the faint-
test radio signals from space to cut 
through the backdrop of noise 
that surrounds us. But, it turns 
but, the cancerous breast sends 
its own elusive signals that radi­
ologists strain to see against the 
denseness of healthy tissue, espe­
cially in mammograms of youn­
ger women. 

,. ; This is where the two frontiers 
intersect. 

Dr. Kent Cullers, a SETI scien­
tist, is applying to mammograms 
the same technology he uses to 
listen to space. Except that in this 
research, partly funded by NASA, 
he is searching for the tell tale 
"visual sounds" of cancer. The 
cancer apparently gives off a dif­
ferent signal within the varied 
depths of breast tissue. 

Joan Vernikos, NASA's Life 
Sciences Division director, ex­
citedly calls Culler's work "ex­
tremely promising." 

Excitement reverberates not 
only in NASA offices, but in the 
Department of Defense and 
throughout what is obliquely re­
ferred to as "the intelligence 
community" as technology once 
directed at military targets or the 
mysteries of space is now zeroing 
in on cancerous tissue in human 
breasts. 

There is a sense that new weap­
ons in the battle against breast 
cancer are on the verge of being 
made available to women and 
their doctors. 

It has been three years since 
the Office on Women's Health in 
the U.S. Public Health Service 
initiated "technology transfer" 
conversations with the Depart­
ment of Defense, the CIA and 
NASA. 

Now, at least two clinical trials 
are nearing completion. And 
there are projections that new di­
agnostic technologies are only 
one to two vears awav from use in 

NEWHOUSE NEWS SERVICE 

Army Gen. Russ Zajtchuk, commanding general of Medical 
Research and Materiel Command, directed the development of the 
$2 million Mobile Breast Care Center, designed to get technology 
to women without access to medical facilities. 

breast care centers. Institutions 
such as the University of Chicago, 
the University of Pennsylvania 
Medical School, Harvard Medical 
School and Massachusetts Gen­
eral Hospital have been actively 
involved in t moving the research 
forward. 

"We are really on the border, 
and we're getting closer," says 
Dr. Daniel B. Kopans, director of 
the Breast Imaging Division at 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
and an associate professor of ra­
diology at Harvard Medical 

School. 

'Missiles to Mammograms' 
What is most promising is how 

space, defense and intelligence 
technology allows the unprece­
dented mapping of the landscape 
of the breast. This was the hope 
touted three years ago when the 
project, dubbed "From Missiles 
to Mammograms," was launched. 

"What we call diagnosis, they 
call identification; we read 
images and they exploit them; 
they're talking about looking for 

NEWHOUSE NEWS SERVICE 

Dr. Susan Blumenthal, deputy 
assistant secretaiy for women's 
health in the Department of 
Health and Human Services: 
"With the end of the cold war, 
our new national enemies are 
diseases like breast cancer." 

buildings, silos, tanks and planes 
and we look for tumors," says Dr. 
Mitchell SchnaU of the University 
of Pennsylvania. He is the pri­
mary investigator for the clinical 
trials. 

"The problems are the same," 
he says. "It's just a matter of what 
the target is." 

The technologies now in clini­
cal trials involve computer-aided 
diagnosis and magnetic reso­
nance imaging (MRI). In the first 
case, the computer acts as a back­
up for a radiologist reading a 
mammogram. The computer not 
only points out what the radiolo­
gist might not see, but using intel­
ligence technology, also learns 
where false readings are likely to 
occur and so cuts down on false 
alarms. It spots false readings in 
much the same way as high-tech 
military surveillance knows that 
buildings tend to be near road­
ways. Researchers expect to com­

plete this trial by December or 
January. 

The second technology being 
tested enhances MRI scans for 
cancer. In an MRI, a contrast dye 
is injected to pinpoint blood sup­
ply to tissues. Cancerous tumors 
"grow" their own blood supply 
network. 

But alignment of before and 
after images must be precise. 
And that's where intelligence 
work comes in. Looking for breast 
tissue changes works in the same 
way that intelligence experts 
compare images to see if tanks 
have moved through an area from 
one day to the next. 

Kopans estimates that, conceiv-
. ably, computer-aided diagnosis 
and digital mammography, which 
results in sharper images than X-
ray films, may be available for 
clinical use in the next year or 
two. He expects the more sophis­
ticated MRI contrast technology 
to become available over the next 
several years. 

"Looking for cancer in a mam­
mogram is like looking for trees 
in a forest," Kopans explains. " I f 
we can move the other trees out 
of the way, we can see the one 
we're looking for." 

These are considerable techno­
logical leaps, considering that the 
best diagnostic screening method 
for breast cancer today, X-ray 
mammography, is four decades 
old and prone to misdiagnosis. 
The X-ray film images miss 15 
percent to 20 percent of cancers, 
according to the Office on Wom­
en's Health. And because three 
out of four tumors identified in 
mammograms are not cancerous, 
women often are subjected to un­
necessary surgical biopsies. 

Early detection is critical. A 
woman's life literally depends 
upon it. And so recent controver­
sies over when and how often 
women should get mammograms 
have heightened concerns about 
the imprecision of the diagnostic 
techniques now used. That is es­
pecially true for younger women. 
The denseness of their breast tis­
sue frustrates radiologists trying 
to get reliable readings. 

Targeting technology 
The technology necessary to 

perfect diagnostic breast screen­
ing did exist, but not in the right 
hands. The defense and intelli­
gence communities, with big bud­
gets and national security as their 
mission, are estimated to be 10 ; 
years ahead of the medical field 
in their development and use of 
high-tech imaging. 

By picking up the telephone 
and calling the Department of 
Defense, the CIA and NASA, Dr. 
Susan Blumenthal set out in 1994 
to do something about that. As the ; 
first deputy assistant secretary 
for women's health in the Depart­
ment of Health and Human Serv­
ices, she has acted as both cata­
lyst and booster for the 
technology transfer now taking 
place. 

"With the end of the Cold War, 
our new national enemies are dis­
eases like breast cancer," Blu­
menthal says. 

The whole enterprise is cloaked 
in a sense of mission. 

Army Gen. Russ Zajtchuk is 
commanding general of Medical 
Research and Materiel Command 
at Fort Detrick, Md. Under his di­
rection, and in a partnership with 
Blumenthal's office, the Mobile 
Breast Care Center has been de­
veloped. It uses digital mammo­
graphy, as opposed to X-ray film, 
and so can get sharper pictures 
and a more accurate diagnosis. 

The $2 million van, which car­
ries a sign with the names of the 
Department of Health and Hu­
man Services and the Depart­
ment of Defense, is designed to 
take technology to women who do 
not have access to breast centers. 
The images can be transmitted by 
satellite in minutes and, if neces­
sary, a needle biopsy can be per­
formed right there. 

"On the defense side, we're cer­
tainly helping the entire country 
from a defense and security 
stance," says Victor Korsun, divi­
sion vice president for special 
programs at the National Infor­
mation Display Laboratory in 
Princeton, N.J., which does intel­
ligence research for the Depart­
ment of Defense and the CIA. 
"And here we were actually be­
ginning to help individuals, in this 
case women, who are half the 
country." 



Updated: 8/20/97 

Medicare Mammography Initiative 
National and Corporate Commitments 

National Sponsors 

* Avon (tentative) 

* Bristol Meyers Squibb (tentative) 

* Eli Lilly (tentative) 

* Zenecca, Inc. 

Corporate Sponsors 

* American Airlines 

* American Association ofHealth Plans: 

Group Health Cooperative, Eau Claire, WI 
MD Health Plan, North Haven, CT 
FHP Inc., Phoenix, AZ 
PrimeHealth, Mobile, AL 
Pro-West, Seattle, WA 
Principal Health Care of the Carolinas, Charlotte, NC 
Colorado Access, Denver, CO 
Principal Health Care, Inc., Bethesda, MD 
PersonalCare, Champaign, IL 
Neighborhood Health Partnership, Miami, FL 
PacifiCare, Dallas, TX 
Group Health Northwest, Spokane, WA 
Louisiana Managed Health Care Association, Baton Rouge, LA 
Medica Health Plans, Minneapolis, MN, 
Staywell, Centerline, M I 
Florida Association ofHealth Maintenance 



American Greeting 
Present Point-of-Purchase display for use in Mother's Day cards. 
Include special "reminder "card in greetings. 
Efforts reach 30,000 stores. 

BE & K Engineering 
Providedfree mammograms to employees and their spouses for Mother's Day. 

Chrysler Corporation 
Place MMI message on shower cards. 
Distribute information in Chrysler Corporation "Wellness Offices. " 

Direct Selling Association/Shaklee Corporation 

Eastman Kodak Company 
Distribute information with Supplement piece in September/October Newsleiter, 

reaches 50,000 retirees. 
Distribute 7,000 posters to communities with EKplants. 

Food Marketing Institute 
Develop brochure that Urban League will distribute to membership. 

J.C. Penny 
Distribute material through policy holder life insurance. Reach 1 million people. 
Distribute material in October credit mailing. Reaches 15-20 million. Costs $2 

million in sales. 
Distribute material through Eckard Drug/Thrift Drug Stores. Reaches 1,000 

stores. 

Maidenform, Inc. 
Place 11/14 posters/signs in dressing rooms in 100 outlet stores for Mother's 

Day. 

National Association of Chain Drug Stores 
Produce 2/3 minute VNR with an abbreviated version (30 to 60 seconds) for retail 

of worksite. 
Distribute posters, flyers, Q&A, "Did You Know "for October to 30,000 stores. 

National Community Pharmacists Association 
Place an announcement in September or October issue of Association 

publications (monthly journal and newsletter), circulation: approximately 
40,000. Provide information on how to obtain media kits. 

Announce the White House Medicare Mammography Initiative during General 
Session at NAPA Annual Convention, October 25-29, 1997, attendance: 
approximately 5,000. 



Pitney Bowes 
Provide on-site mammograms for female employees over 35. 
Work with area hospital on providing mammograms for uninsured 

and indigent women. 

YWCA 
Distribute literature at "Race for Cure " highlighting Medicare Mammography 

information (Mother's Day). 

Wal-Mart 
Print MMI message on store receipts during the month of October. Message 

will be read by Wal-Mart's 700,000 associates and 70 million shoppers 
during the month of October. 



' B a r b a r a D. Woolley 
08/19/97 05:31:12 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Jennifer L. Klein/OPD/EOP, Nicole R. Rabner/WHO/EOP, Marsha E. Berry/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Medicare Mammography Participants 

List of Participants from HHS, HCFA, AOA, FDA, NCI. 

Michele, Amberson 
Lois Albarelli 
Laurie Boeder, HHS Press Office 
John Burklow 
Pamela, Gentry, HCFA Press Office 
Jackie Nedell, HHS Press Office 
Hugh Christopher Peacock 
Valerie Scardino 
Liz Shannahan, HCFA 
Melissa Taylor 
Nancy Wartow 
Stephen W. Wyatt 
Ta Zitans, HCFA 
Susan Blumenthal, Office of Women's Health 
Tamar Small, Prevalent Communications 



Draft Proposal 

Launch of NCI's Breast Cancer/Mammography Campaign and DHHS Breast Cancer Programs 

Goal: 

Demonstrate full DHHS response to breast cancer concerns-from basic science research on cancer genetics 
through outreach programs to reach underserved populations with screening mammograms for women in 
their forties and older. 

Federal Agencies: The following have expressed interest in participating: 

National Cancer Institute 
Centers For Disease Control and Prevention 
Food and Drug Administration 
Health Care Financing Administration 
Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 
PHS -- Office on Women's Health 
Administration on Aging 

Audiences: 

Media: broadcast, print and newsletters/publications of breast cancer and other cancer organizations 
Partners and advocates in the effort to reduce breast cancer 
State and local health agency leaders 
Health professional and cancer research organizations 
Policy makers and interested public 
General public; women at risk for breast cancer 

Messages: 

1. Showcase, through presentations and exhibits, full range of government response to breast cancer. 

2. Reinforce new mammography recommendations: 

• If you are in your forties or older, get a mammogram on a regular basis, every 1 to 2 years. 
• Consider risk factors for breast cancer and the benefits & limitations of screening mammograms. 

3. Provide contact information to facilitate collaboration and interaction across government agencies and 
to facilitate consumer interaction with government programs. 

4. Promote NCI's Cancer Information Service as a comprehensive source of information 
for the public about breast cancer (and other cancer issues). 



Format: 

• DHHS Secretary Shalala and NCI's Dr. Klausner host Vi day session on NIH campus, Natcher building 
auditorium. Principals of each agency involved in breast cancer attend and participate. Each agency 
briefs attendees on their role and has opportunity to exhibit and distribute material. 

• Invite groups concerned about breast cancer, including advocacy groups, consumer organizations and 
health professional groups. A number of organizations will be invited; this is not an exclusive event. 

• Invite media covering breast cancer/women's health issues. The event is an opportunity to observe, 
gather full breadth of government response, and meet and talk with a wide variety organizations involved 
in breast cancer issues in advance of NBCAM. The event itself is not likely to generate significant 
coverage - it lacks a news hook. The information provided, however, will provide a basis for news articles 
and feature stories. 

Special Materials for Event/Mailing to Organizations: 

• Program Resource Folder 

• Cover letter (for mailings) 

• Press Statement - statement outlining NCI's breast cancer/mammography campaign and DHHS breast 
cancer programs. 

• Screening mammograms Q & A - questions and answers about screening mammograms and breast 
cancer, as well as information on risk factors for breast cancer. 

• Stat Bites - camera-ready information on the incidence of breast cancer, breast cancer risk, and 
mammography screening rates. 

• Sources of Breast Cancer and Mammography Infonnation and Background Information about Event 
Participants - document outlining the resources available through each participating DHHS agency. 

• Summary of Breast Cancer Screening Clinical Studies - data from the American, Swedish, Canadian, 
and Edinburgh (UK) randomized breast cancer clinical studies. 

• Feedback Fax Form ~ form to be faxed back allowing users to describe the usefulness of packet 
materials. 

Tailored Mailing to Health Professional Groups: 

• Selected resources from above 

• Physician's Pad - tablet with information about breast cancer and screening mammograms for health 
care professionals to share with women. 



Additional Resources: 

• ANR -- Audio news release for distribution during the event. 

• B-roll/VNR - filmed footage for distribution during the event 

• Internet 

• Spokespeople 

• New publications from the NCI and other agencies/offices 

August 13, 1997 



Medicare Mammography Initiative 
Editors' Commitments 

Updated 8/20/97 

WOMEN'S MAGAZINES: 

Child Pamela Abrams 

Cosmopolitan Bonnie Fuller 

Plans to include article in November 
issue. 

Circulation: 740 thousand. 

Plans to include a large feature in 
October issue ("A to Z" of 
Breast Cancer). 

Circulation: 2 million. 

Elle Elaina Richardson Plans to include MMI article in 
October issue. 

Circulation: 900 thousand. 

Family Circle Susan Ungaro Plans to include a report on 
breast cancer in October 
issue. 

Circulation: 5 million. 

Fitness 

Good Housekeeping 

Healthy Living 
Country Living 

Heart and Soul 

Sally Lee 

Diane Salvatore 

Rachel Newman 

Stephanie Stokes Oliver 

Plans to address MMI in October 
issue. 

Circulation: 750 thousand. 

Plans to address breast cancer and 
MMI in October. November 
editor's article will address 
MMI. 

Circulation: 5 million. 

Plans to print an article on MMI in 
the November issue. 

Provides free mammograms to 
employees. 

Circulation: 1.6 million. 

Plans to devote October editor's 
column to her visit to the 
White House, including MMI. 

Circulation: 260 thousand. 



Ladies' Home Journal Susan Crandell Plans to cover MMI in October issue. 
Circulation: 17 million. 

Latina Patricia Duarte Plans to run feature article in either 
November or December 
issue. 

Circulation: 300 thousand. 

Latina Style Jerry Berrios Plans to run an article on MMI in 
October issue. 

Circulation: 150 thousand. 

Mademoiselle Elizabeth Crow Plans to cover MMI in October issue. 
Circulation: 13 million. 

McCall's Sally Koslow Plans to include major medical piece 
on breast cancer in October 
issue. 

Circulation: 4.3 million. 

Parenting Janet Chan Plans to discuss breast self-
exams in October issue. 

Circulation: 1.1 million. 

Parents Sarah Mahoney Printed article on Breast 
Cancer and MMI. 

Circulation: 12 million. 

Redbook Kate White Plans to include a feature article in 
September and an OB/GYN 
column in October on breast 
cancer. 

Circulation: 13 million. 

Self Rochelle Udell Plans to include 16 pages on MMI. 
Vice-President involved 

Circulation: 1.16 million. 

Seventeen Meredith Berlin Plans to print MMI article in October 
issue. 

Circulation: 2.4 million. 



Vogue 

Women's Day 

Anna Wintour 
Mary Murray 

Stephanie Abarbanel 

SENIORS' PUBLICATIONS: 

AARP Bulletin Elliot Carlson 

Aging News 
Alert 

Alan Cohen 

Plans to run an article on MMI in 
September issue. 

Circulation: 1.19 million 

Printed an article on mammogra phies 
a few months ago. 

Circulation: 4.5 million. 

Plans to include article on the 
Budget Reconciliation 
Bill and what it means for 
mammography coverage and 
Medicare in the upcoming 
issue. 

Circulation: 23 million. 

Plans to include a small mention 
about Medicare and 
mammographies under the 
larger heading of the budget. 

Circulation: unavailable. 



9 Of i. 
3) Neil Offen of the Direct Selling Association notified us that of the 7.2 million independent 
contractors who sell their products, 75% of them use UPS and are unable to work without 
their deliveries. Also, National Small Business United informed us that their members are 
very concerned because the shipping needs of small businesses are essential to their 
companies ability to produce products and their packages are typically delivered last in 
situations like this. 

WOMEN'S OUTREACH 

We met with NASA's newly established Women's Outreach Team (part of the Public Affairs 
Office) to find ways to collaborate on NASA's two year initiative launched in response to 
studies indicating that women are less favorable of the space program than men. The 
initiative's goal is to increase women's knowledge of how the space program improves their 
lives and the lives of their families. We discussed the possibility of co-sponsoring a briefing 
as a part of their initiative kick-off in January. The briefing would introduce women leaders 
to space based research and programs on women's health, medicine and nutrition; technology 
advancements in consumer, home, safety, and travel products; and services and 
understanding and preserving the health of the earth. Their work on digital mammography 
is something We can incorporate into our Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

/e held several meetings on the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA's) National Corfference on Women, "Cycles, Challenges, and 
Changes" to be held in late September in Phoenix. We are working with Administrator 
Nelba Chavez on the conference planning prooeSsTspeaKSKrecruitment, and helping to 
facilitate the participation of the First Lady and o\Ms. Gore.̂  

v /We are working with The American Health Foundation on Annual Child Health Day 
(October 6) to draw attention to the status of children's health and address national and 
community based actions at a White House breakfast possibly hosted by the First Lady. 

GAY/LESBIAN OUTREACH 

Gay and lesbian health advocates hailed the creation of the first ever scientific panel funded 
by NIH and CDC to study issues relating to lesbian health issues. Budgeted at $257,540, the 
panel is expected to shed light on the "uncharted territory" of lesbian health. 

Twenty-one members of Congress have written to Secretary Gohen asking that DOD 
reconsider its dismissal of Lt. Col. Steve Loomis, whose "other than honorable" discharge 
for "conduct unbecoming an officer" came just one week before he would have qualified for 
full retirement, and denies him his pension and benefits. Loomis, a twenty year Vietnam 
veteran who volunteered for service and went on to win the Purple Heart and two Bronze 
Stars, was discharged after a firefighter, responding to an arson fire at Loomis' home, turned 
over to military authorities a sexually explicit videotape involving Loomis personally, found 



PRESIDENT CLINTON'S HEALTH CARE PRIORITIES FOR WOMEN 

Strengthens and Preserves Medicare. The Medicare program primarily serves 
women, covering 22 million women, nearly 60 percent of all Medicare 
beneficiaries. It is especially important to older women. There are 13 million 
women on Medicare who are over the age of 75 and 2.8 million who are over the 
age of 85 (twice the number of men over 85). The President's budget preserves 
and improves the Medicare program. It extends the life of the Part A Hospital 
Insurance Trust Fund into 2007, gives beneficiaries more choices among private 
health plans, invests in new preventive health benefits. 

Covers Annual Mammograms Screening for Medicare Beneficiaries. In his 
balanced budget, President Clinton proposes to extend annual screening 
mammograms for Medicare beneficiaries over the age of 40. This proposal would 
make coverage consistent with the recommendations of most breast cancer 
experts. 

Waives Cost-Sharing for Mammography Services. The plan eliminates the 
copayment and deductible requirement for annual mammograms for beneficiaries 
over age 40, thereby increasing early detection and treatment of breast cancer. 
Although Medicare has covered screening mammography since 1991, only 14 
percent of eligible beneficiaries without supplemental insurance receive 
mammograms. 

Provides Alzheimer's Respite Benefit. Since women make up two-thirds of 
informal caregivers for elderly in communities, they bear the financial and 
emotional strain of caring for people with Alzheimer's and other debilitating 
diseases. The President's budget takes the first step towards helping these 
families with a new Alzheimer's respite benefit to provide temporary help for 
families of Medicare beneficiaries with Alzheimer's and other dementia. 

Prevents Women From Being Forced Out of the Hospital Only Hours After a 
Mastectomy. In his State of the Union Address, President Clinton endorsed 
bipartisan legislation to ensure that women are not forced out of the hospital 
before they are ready because of pressure from their health plan. The Department 
of Health and Human Services also recently announced that it was sending a letter 
to all Medicare managed care plans making clear that they may not set ceilings for 
inpatient hospital treatment or set requirements for outpatient treatment, and that a 
woman and her doctor should make decisions about what is medically necessary. 



Continues HHS Commitment to Breast Cancer Research, Prevention and 
Training. Since the Clinton Administration has taken office, funding for breast 
cancer research, prevention and treatment has nearly doubled, from about $276 
million in FY 1993 to over $500 million in the President's FY 1998 budget. This 
includes money for breast cancer screening as well as the NIH-funded discovery 
of two breast cancer genes ~ BRCA-1 and BCRA-2 - which holds great 
promise for the development of new prevention strategies. 

Combats Violence Against Women. Millions of women throughout our nation 
are plagued by the terror of family violence. Approximately 20 percent of all 
emergency room visits by women result from domestic violence. The President's 
FY 1998 budget proposes $381 million to combat gender-based crime — an $123 
million increase. This money funds grants to facilitate coordination among law 
enforcement officials, prosecutors, and victims assistance programs and to 
encourage mandatory arrest policies. Studies have shown that mandatory arrest 
policies often break the cycle of violence and reduce subsequent incidences of 
violence. 

Funds Full Participation in Women, Infants, and Children (WIC). WIC 
provides nutritional assistance, nutrition education and counseling, health and 
immunization referrals, and prenatal care to those who would otherwise not get it. 
WIC participation has grown by 25% over the last four years and will serve 7.5 
million by 1998, fulfilling the President's goal of full participation. 

Prevents and Treats AIDS Through the Ryan White CARE Act. The 
incidence of AIDS has increased far more rapidly among women than men. For 
example, the incidence of AIDS among women in 1994 was 14.4 times that of 
1985, while the incidence among men in 1994 was only 5.5 times that of 1985. 
The President's budget proposes just over $1 billion for activities under the Ryan 
White CARE Act which funds grants to cities and States to help finance medical 
and support services for individuals with HIV; to community-based clinics for 
early HIV intervention services; to pediatric AIDS; and to HIV education and 
training programs. The budget also includes $167 million dedicated to AIDS drug 
assistance programs to improve access to protease inhibitors and other life-
extending AIDS medications. 



CLINTON ADMINISTRATION INITIATIVES TO FIGHT BREAST CANCER 

Introduced Legislation to Prevent Discrimination Based on Genetic Information. 
The President has introduced bipartisan legislation to prohibit health plans from 
inappropriately using genetic screening information to deny coverage, set premiums, or to 
distribute confidential information. In many diseases, such as breast cancer, we are 
beginning to identify hidden genetic disorders which can spur early treatment. However, 
genetic testing also can be used by insurance companies and others to discriminate and 
stigmatize groups of people. In fact, studies show that a reason women do not get genetic 
testing for breast cancer is because they fear the information will be used to discriminate 
against them. 

Took Action to Encourage Women to Follow National Cancer Institute's (NCI) 
Recommendations That Women Undergo Regular Mammogram Screening at Forty. 
To bring Medicare, Medicaid, and federal employee health plans in line with the NCI's 
new recommendations. President Clinton is proposing that Medicare cover annual 
screening mammograms beginning at age forty and to eliminate coinsurance and 
deductibles for mammograms. The Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA) sent 
letters to every state Medicaid director encouraging them to cover annual mammogram 
screening beginning at age forty and make it clear that the federal government will 
provide federal matching payments for these services. President Clinton also directed the 
Office of Personnel Management to require all federal employee health benefit plans to 
cover annual mammograms beginning at age forty and he is encouraging all private plans 
to do the same. 

Covers Annual Mammograms Screening for Medicare Beneficiaries. In his balanced 
budget, President Clinton proposes to extend annual screening mammograms for 
Medicare beneficiaries over the age of 40. This proposal would make coverage 
consistent with the recommendations of most breast cancer experts. 

Waives Cost-Sharing for Mammography Services. The President's plan eliminates the 
copayment and deductible requirement for annual mammograms for beneficiaries over 
age 40, thereby increasing early detection and treatment of breast cancer. Although 
Medicare has covered screening mammography since 1991, only 14 percent of eligible 
beneficiaries without supplemental insurance receive mammograms. 

Prevents Women From Being Forced Out of the Hospital Only Hours After a 
Mastectomy. In his State of the Union Address, President Clinton endorsed bipartisan 
legislation to ensure that women are not forced out of the hospital before they are ready 
because of pressure from their health plan. The Department ofHealth and Human 
Services also recently announced that it was sending a letter to all Medicare managed 
care plans making it clear that they may not set ceilings for inpatient hospital treatment or 
set requirements for outpatient treatment, and that a woman and her doctor should make 
decisions about what is medically necessary. 



Builds on HHS Commitment to Breast Cancer Research, Prevention and Training. 
Since the Clinton Administration has taken office, funding for breast cancer research, 
prevention and treatment has nearly doubled, from about $276 million in FY 1993 to 
$513 million in the President's FY 1998 budget. 

Continues Department of Defense Funding for Breast Cancer Funding. In FY 1997, 
the DOD will spend $112 million on breast cancer research. 

Increases funding for Gene Research. HHS-funded research led to the discovery of 
two breast cancer genes ~ BRCA-1 and BCRA-2 ~ which holds great promise for the 
development of new prevention strategies. On October 26, 1996, President Clinton 
announced $30 million in new funding for research into the genetic basis of breast cancer. 

Educates Older Women to Use the Medicare Mammography Screening Benefit. The 
First Lady launched a mammography campaign to inform and encourage older women to 
use the Medicare mammography screening benefit. 

Improves Mammography Quality Standards. In October 1994, the FDA implemented 
a program for mammography standards in the United States to ensure that they meet 
standards for equipment, personnel, record-keeping, and quality control. The standards 
also require that facilities be inspected annually. Women can look for the FDA certificate 
as evidence that the facility meets quality standards. Women can also find a certified 
mammography facility by calling 1 -800-4-CANCER. 

Screens for Low-Income Women. CDC's National Breast Cervical Cancer Early 
Detection Program offers free or low-cost mammography screening to low-income 
elderly and minority women. On October 1, 1996, Secretary Shalala announced the 
expansion of the program to all fifty states. The goal is to reduce breast cancer deaths 
among these women by 30% and cervical cancer deaths by 900% through increased 
mammographies and pap testing. 

Promotes Imaging Technology. HHS is working with other federal agencies, including 
NASA, the Defense Department, and the CIA, as well as private companies to adapt 
high-tech imaging technology to improve the early detection of cancer in women. In 
1996, HHS, in collaboration with the CIA, awarded $1.98 million to the University of 
Pennsylvania to conduct a series of clinical trials of imaging technology from the 
intelligence community- intended originally for missile guidance and target recognition-
to improve the early detection of breast cancer. 



July 14, 1997 

MEMORANDUM TO: 
FROM: 
RE: 

PATTI SOLIS-DOYLE 
BARBARA WOOLLEY 
SUGGESTED IDEA FOR SOUTH FLORIDA 

Because of Mrs. Clinton, the Area Agency on Aging of Broward County bought their first 
Mammovan, a mobile service that provides mammography screenings at reduced prices to 
isolated elders in Broward County, Florida. Through this invaluable assistance, the lives of many 
senior women in this area have been saved through the early detection of breast cancer. As a 
result of the program's success, the Agency plans to buy a second Mammovan. For many years, 
the Area Agency on Agency of Broward County has been instrumental in the advancement of 
women's and seniors' health initiatives. Mrs. Clinton's leadership and advocacy of women's and 
seniors' health issues have profoundly inspired the Agency's efforts and been instrumental in 
bringing about its successes. 

During October, Breast Cancer Awareness Month, the Mammovan will be celebrating its first 
anniversary. It is my understanding the Mrs. Clinton will be unable to be a part of this year's 
festivities; Mrs. Clinton was invited last year, as well, but was unable to attend. If Mrs. Clinton's 
schedule includes a trip to South Florida at any time in the future, the Area Agency on Aging 
would be honored by a short visit with her. The mobile nature of the Mammovan would enable 
representatives to meet with Mrs. Clinton in any location. Please keep this in mind. The Area 
Agency on Aging of Broward County would greatly appreciate it, and Mrs. Clinton would be able 
to witness the fruits of her labor. 
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March 3, iy97 

Ms. Mary Dickson 
White House Ofnce for Women's hutiativej; & Outreach 
70S Jackson Place 
Washington, DC 20503 

Dear Mary: 

Tlianks to you and Pat for spending time with Kochellc, Andrea, Judy, Sue and me 
yesterday, and for your enthusiasm for the proposed breast cancer awareness program? 
we put an the tabic. 

As promised, I am ioilowing up with some detailed information on SELF* Pink Ribbon 
Award. 

Three years after SELFs launch of the Fmk Ribbon as the national symbol for breast 
cancer awareness, SELF initiated thc Pink Ribbon Award in October ief>4. Every 
actoberj the Fink Ribbon Award luncheon honors outstanding individuals and 
organizations for their shared dedication and camnutment to the fight against breast 
cancer. We would be honored to present the 1997 Pink Ribbon Award to President 
Clinton, in memory of his mother, Virginia Kelley. Thc fVesidenf S role both in 
iiiitiating iegislanon and in propel liitglhis cause to the tforefroirt of his agenda is 
deserving of our acknowledgmenf, and his personal connection to the disease, is well 
worth noting in a public foniiii. 

Past honorcerSu. all distingiiislied business leaders, include: 

• 1994 Pink Ribbon Award recipient Evelyn H. Lauder, who was acknowledged for 
htr partnership in initiating the Pink Ribbon and her tremendous work in 
developing the Evelyn H. Lauder Breast Center ar the Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Hospital. Dr. Larry Norton, Director of The Lauder Breast Center, also spoke at the 
hmchcon. 

• 1995 Pink Ribbon Award recipient ferrv Levin, then presiiient and CEO of Revlon, 
who accepted the Award on behalf of all Revlon employees - and was honored for 
Risvlorrs establisiurienr of the Revlon/UCLA Breast Center iu Los Angeles. Dr. Susan 
Love, renowned breast cancer surgeon at UCLA and best-selling author cf T h e 
Braast Book'7, accrompanied Mr. LeviTi to the podiuin. 

•ni cCnndiM«stPkibliciiti-n.sliic. 350 Ntulison AvoiOc.Ncmr t u A . N Y ICOJ? •iJ12-ii«(>-76lT Kai 2[I-fl.V>-Wa: 
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199G Pink Ribbon Award recipient [afties Preston. Chairman & CEO of Avon, who 
was honored for Avon's tremendously xalvaiiizing Breast Canrer Awareness 
Crusade - developed to educate women about breast health and to improve access to 
early detection services. Since 1993, Avon has raised over $1S million to fund 
Tiumcrous conununity-based programs across the U.S. and worldwide. 

In 1996, SELF also established the Pink Ribbon Award for New Initiatrves and honored 
two additional individtials and their companies for impactful new breast oajicrr 
programs. The Lee Jeans "Blueprint" Initiative, established in Spring 1996, raised 
over S3 million for the Susan B. Komen Poundation in its first year, primarily through 
IvanonaiT/eiiirti L>ay, a natron wide event for breast cancer awareness that required 
companies to allow thek employees to wear denim to work ou October 25 t h in 
cxcluirigc for ^ 55 doTTiriioii, per cmpioyee, tbwai ci breast cancer research. SELF also 
presented the Pink Ribbon New Initiatives Awar d to Maidenform, whose sponsorship 
cf ar. iritiativt called Two Chicks, Two Biics, One Cause" led yoltng women on a 
cross-country cycling trek to raise awareness for breast cancer through educational 
forums, picnicp agA bifee rides. The trek cov&rod 4-.4C0 niilcs &irougn 17 yciiej.--

Additionally in 1996, SELF honored ABC producer Geralyn Lucas who, at 2&, was 
diagnosed with breast cancer and has made it her mission to empower other wn).fjM> 
with cancer to fake control of their treatment and their emotional recovery. 

In just three years, the Pink Ribbon Awards luncheon has gtown in size from 70 to over 
200 attendees. The audience is composed of distinguished business leaders., hfAith raw 
prolessionals, breast cancer survivors and the press. As discussed, we are prepai-ed to 
move the Awards luncheon to a larger ballroom to accommodate additional guests. 

I'm sure we'll be in touch soon regarding the status of this Award, as well as our other 
proposals. Thanks again for all your time and 1 look forward to workiiig togethev-

Siticerely youi-s. 

cc: Pat Lewis - Director Of Specialty Press, The White House 
Rochelle Udell - Editor-in-Chief, SELF 
Andrea Kaplan - Director of Public Relations, SELF 


