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May 5, 1999
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Dear Ms. Brady:/

;:-

... >

Sincerely,

A

.■■■■■■ ■ :
j.-

>

Best wishes and thank you for your ongoing interest in 
the White House Childcare Conference.

Thank you for your letter and request for videotape 
from the White House Conference on Childcare.

Regrettably, the White House does not have footage 
from the Conference that is available for distribution. However 
it is my understanding that C-Span covered the event and they 
might be able to help you purchase a tape.

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Christy Brady
Center for Children and Families
Teachers College, Columbia University
525 West 120,h Street

New York, NY 10027
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April 28, 1999

VIA FACSIMILE: 202-456-6244

Re: October 23, 1997 White House Conference on Childcare

Dear Ms. Verveer:

i

i

i

Christy Brady

!
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Ms. Melanne Verveer
Deputy Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
The White House

c O n 1 
T0’d

i

I have already spoken with representatives from the U.S. Department of Education, the Wfrite 
House,- and other government organizations - none of whom were able to procure the tape. As 
the Deputy Chief of Staff to the First Lady, I was hoping you may have access to copies of this 
important conference or may know where 1 can go to find a copy.

i

i
ii

i

i
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On behalf of Dr. Jeanne Brooks-Gunn of Teachers College, Columbia University, I would like to 
request a copy of the above-referenced videotape that was broadcast from the White House. The 
copy we are currently using in Dr. Brooks-Gunn’s policy class is suffering terribly from wear and 

tear.

i'
i:

Center 
for

Young
Children 

? and. 
Fatnilies

Thank you so much for your cooperation.

Sincerely, / \

Teachers College ■ Columbia University
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Graduate Research Fellow 
Centerfor Children and Families 
(212) 678-3374
(212) 678-3676-FAX 
e-mail:j CLB54@columbia.edu

I
fI



May 21, 1999

Dear Peter:

Very best wishes and hope all is well in the Caribbean.

i:

1

£

J

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Thank you for your letter and invitation for the First 
Lady to speak at St. George’s University Commencement next 
year in New York on June 13, 2000.

At this point, it is too early to know whether Mrs. 
Clinton’s schedule will allow her to accept your kind 
invitation. But I have forwarded the request to Patti Solis 
Doyle, Director of Scheduling for the First Lady. As next 
year’s plans are completed, her office will be in touch.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Peter G. Bourne 
Vice Chancellor
St. George’s University
University Centre, 
Grenada, West Indies

.

'i

. i
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Sincerely,

/
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May 12, 1999

Dear Peter:

Sincerely,

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Peter G. Bourne 
Vice Chancellor
St. George’s University
University Centre, 
Grenada, West Indies

Thank you for your letter and invitation for the First 
Lady to speak at St. George’s University Commencement next 
year in New York on June 13, 2000.

At this point, it is too early to know whether Mrs. 
Clinton’s schedule will allow her to accept your kind 
invitation. But I have forwarded the request to Patti Solis 
Doyle, Director of Scheduling for the First Lady. As next 
year’s plans are completed, her office will be in touch.

Very best wishes and hope all is well in the istes^s!



St. George’s University

March 30,h 1999

Dear Melanne,

With very best regards

Sincerely

University Centre, Grenada, West Indies + 473-444-4357 + Fax: 473-444-4823

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to the First Lady
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington D C. 20005

Everything is going very well here with few regrets about being in the 

Caribbean instead of on Leroy Place during the winter months.

Peter G. Bourne, m.a., m.d. 
Vice Chancellor

Peter G Bourne, M.A.,M.D. 
Vice Chancellor

c

Thank you for sending to me and Mary a copy of the First Lady’s speech at 
Georgetown University on December 4th, 1998. It is a fine speech that dwells on many of the 
things that are closest to my heart, especially in the developing world.

St. George’s University will hold its graduation exercises at the Lincoln 
Center in New York City on June 1S**1, 2000. I would like to put in a request 15 months ahead of 
time for her to consider being our graduation speaker. (Past speakers have included Bill 
Richardson while he was at the UN and Phil Lee when he was at HHS). Our student body 
comprises students from more than fifty countries and previously we had always held the 
ceremony at the UN until the number of graduates and their families just became too great. I am 
hoping very much that she will be looking for speaking opportunities of this type in New York by 

then

I
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May 24, 1999

i

Dear Carroll:

-.i.

Sincerely,
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Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Carroll Bogert
Communications Director
Human Rights Watch
350 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10118

Thank you for the copy of the Human Rights Watch 
report on orphanages in Russia. I read the important report and 
have shared it with my colleagues.

Mrs. Clinton conveys her appreciation for the work 
your and your colleagues do every day.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

. ,.4 ? .1;

. . ... ... ? .. . ... .

You can take great satisfaction in knowing that your 
work truly matters. Thank you for all you do.

J
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May 21, 1999

Dear Carroll:

>py of the Human Rights J^a 
sia. I read the rT^orfwitlTdis

Sincerely,

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Carroll Bogert
Communications Director
Human Rights Watch
350 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10118

You can take great satisfaction in knowing that your 
work truly matters. Thank you for all you do.

Mrs. Clinton conveys her appreciation for the work 
your and your colleagues do every day.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Thank you for the copy of the Human RigTits V/atch 
report on orphanages in Russia. I read thejf q&rfwTflidisti css ’ 

and have shared it with my colleagues. It is heartening to-learn- 
-that the iepurl is receiving so much attention.
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March 3, 19999

Dear Melanne:

Thank you, and I look forward to being in touch.

Sincerely,

4

BRUSSELS HONGKONG LONDON LOS ANGELES MOSCOW NEW YORK RIO DE JANEIRO WASHINGTON

1

Carroll Bogert /
Communications Director

The author of the report, Kate Hunt, spent a year visiting Russian orphanages and 
talking with Russian experts. Her knowledge of the problem is broad and deep. Perhaps 
most important, her recommendations on how to solve it do not require the Russian 
government to expend additional funds.

I enclose a copy of the report, the press release, and some of the press clippings 
that it generated, as well as the 20/20 tape. Please let me know if Kate Hunt and I, or 
anyone else from our Children’s Rights Division, can visit you and the First Lady to tell 
you more about it.

We released “Abandoned to the State: Cruelty and Neglect in Russian 
Orphanages” in December and have been overwhelmed by the public response. Diane 
Sawyer did a segment on “20/20” in January and our website has been deluged by 
concerned Americans.

I’m writing to alert you to a recent Human Rights Watch report that might be of 
special interest to the First Lady.

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH
350 Fifth Avenue
New York. NY 10118
Telephone: 212-216-1244
Facsimile: 2'12-736-1300

E-mail: hrwnyc@hrw.org

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff
Office of the First Lady
Old Executive Office Building
Washington, D.C.

HUMAN I 
RIGHTS I 

WATCH]Website: http://www.hrw.org

Kenneth Roth
Executive Director

Michele Alexander 
Development I)irector

Carroll Bogert 
( ommunications Director

Reed Brody 
Advocacy Director

Cynthia Brown 
Program Director

Barbara Guglielmo
Finance ct Administration 

Director

Susan Osnos 
Associate Director

Wilder Tayler 
Genera! ('ounsel

Lotte Leicht
Brussels Office Director

Joanna Weschler
United Nations 
Representative

DIVISION DIRECTORS

Peter Takirambudde 
Africa

Jose Miguel Vivanco

Sidney R. Jones 
Asia

Holly Canner 
Europe and Central Asia

Hanny Megally
Middle East and North Africa 

Joost R. Hiltermann

Lois Whitman
Children's Rights

Regan E. Ralph
Women's Rights

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jonathan Fanton 
Chair
Robert L. Bernstein 
Founding ( hair

Lisa Anderson
William Carmichael
Dorothy Cullman
Gina Despres
Adrian W. De Wind
Irene Diamond
Fiona Druckenmiller
Edith Everett
Vartan Gregorian
Alice H. Henkin
James F. Hoge. Jr.
Stephen L. Kass
Marina Pinto Kaufman 
Bruce Klatsky
Josh Mailman
Yolanda T. Moses
Samuel K. Murumba
Andrew Nathan
Jane Olson
Peter Osnos
Kathleen Peratis
Bruce Rabb
Sigrid Rausing
Orville Schell
Sid Sheinberg
Gary G. Sick
Malcolm Smith
Domna Stanton
Maya Wiley



Website: http://www.hrw.org

BRUSSELS HONGKONG LONDON LOS ANGELES MOSCOW NEW YORK RIO DE JANEIRO WASHINGTON

HUMAN
RIGHTS
WATCH

Hunt said that many of these children do not need to be institutionalized at all, but 
could be better cared for at home, or in foster homes, at considerably less expense. 
“The population of these orphanages is far too high and it’s growing,” said Hunt, 
noting that about 200,000 children live in state institutions in Russia.

Those who are labeled retarded or “oligophrenic” (small-brained), face another grave 
and consequential violation of their rights around the age of four. At that time, a 
state commission diagnoses them as "ineducable," and warehouses them for life in 
“psycho-neurological internats." After this diagnosis, it is virtually impossible for an 
orphan to appeal the decision. According to official statistics, some 30,000 children 
are confined to these locked and isolated institutions, which are little better than 
prisons.

“The abuse in orphanages cannot simply be attributed to Russia’s economic crisis,” 
said Kathleen Hunt, author of the Human Rights Watch report. “The problem of 
scarce resources does not justify the appalling treatment children receive at the hands 
of the state, ft wouldn’t take more money for Russia to change these policies 
immediately.”

Entitled "Abandoned to the State: Cruelty and Neglect in Russian Orphanages," the 
report documents that "children in state custodial institutions are deprived of basic 
human rights at every stage of their lives." 

(Moscow, December 16, 1998) — In a report released today, Human Rights Watch 
charged that thousands of Russian children abandoned to state orphanages are being 
exposed to appalling levels of cruelty and neglect. The 213-page report represents a 
year-long investigation accompanied by a series of powerful color photographs that 
provide further evidence of malign neglect and inhuman treatment.

Beginning with infancy, orphans classified as disabled are segregated into "lying 
down" rooms of the nation's 252 "baby houses," where they are changed and fed but 
are bereft of stimulation and lacking in medical care.

For more information, contact:
Kathleen Hunt in New York: (212) 666-8046 
Rachel Denber in New York: (212) 216-1266 
Lois Whitman in New York: (212) 216-1239

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS DIVISION 

Lois Whitman
Executive Director
Yodon Thonden
Michael Bochenek 
('ounxel
Jo Becker
Ach’ocacy Director
Vikram Parekh
Researcher
Shahi Rozario
Associate
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Jane Green Schaller 
Chair
Roland Algrant
Vice-Chair
Goldie Alfasi-Siffert
Michelle India Baird 
Phyllis W. Beck
James Bell
Albina du Boisrouvray
Rachel Brett
Nicole BuiTowes
Bemardine Dohm
Fr. Robert Drinan
Rosa Ehrenreich
Barbara Finberg
Sanford J. Fox
Gail Funnan
Lisa Hedley
Anita Howe-Waxman
Eugene Isenberg
Sheila B. Kamennan 
Kela Leon
Alan Levine
Hadassah Brooks Morgan 
Prexy Nesbitt
Elena Nightingale
Martha J. Olson
Marta Santos Pais
Susan Rappaport
Jack Rendler
Robert G. Schwartz 
Mark I. Soler
Lisa Sullivan
William Taggart
William L. Taylor
Geraldine Van Bueren
Peter Volmink
James D. Weill
Denick Wong
HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH

Kenneth Roth
Executive I )irector

Michele Alexander 
Development 1 iiredor
Canoil Bogert
( ommunications Director
Reed Brody
Advocacy Director 
Cynthia Brown
Program Director
Barbara Guglielmo
Finance Administration

Director
Susan Osnos
Associate I director
Wilder Tayler
General ('ounsel
Lotte Leicht
Brussels Office Director
Joanna Weschler
United Nations
Representative

Jonathan Fanton
('hair

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH
350 Fifth Ave., 34th Floor
New York. NY 10118-3299
Telephone;(212) 216-1832
Facsimile: (212) 736-1300
E-mail: hrwnyc@hrw.org

Report Documents Brutal Treatment 
in Russian Orphanages
Thousands of children suffer neglect and cruelty in state institutions 

ha)
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The report also urges the state to develop humane alternatives to huge custodial institutions by 
reallocating existing resources to more family-based care.

In a throwback to the abhorrent abuse in Soviet psychiatric institutions, orphans and institution 
staff also told Human Rights Watch of cases when children who tried to run away were sent to a 
psychiatric hospital for punishment or treatment.

Official statistics indicate that children have been abandoned to the state at a rate of 113,000 for 
the past two years. This figure is up dramatically from 67,286 in 1992.

The orphans may be restrained in cloth sacks, tethered to furniture, denied stimulation and are 
sometimes left to lie half-naked in their own filth. In both “baby houses” and “internals,” 
children may be administered powerful sedatives without medical orders.

Among its recommendations to Russian authorities and international community, the human 
rights organization calls for the state to "immediately take steps to end the gross neglect, and the 
physical and psychological abuse by staff working in the custodial institutions of the three 
ministries involved: Health, Education, and Labor and Social Development."

Public humiliation was one of the forms of punishment recorded by Human Rights Watch in 
interviews with children from three different regions of Russia. "The teacher would punish 
children by bringing everyone into the classroom, and then making the ones who did something 
wrong get undressed and stand in front of the open window when it was very cold," according to 
an orphan interviewed in St. Petersburg. "Several children would be stripped and have to stand 
like that while the others had to watch...as a threat," the orphan said.

Not only disabled orphans suffer violations of their rights in Russian state orphanages, according 
to Human Rights Watch. Even 'normal' abandoned children—whom the state evaluates as 
intellectually capable of functioning on a higher level—may be beaten, locked in freezing rooms 
for days at a time, or sexually abused.

Human Rights Watch points out the wide variation among state institutions and cites an 
independent program in one psycho-neurological internal that has made remarkable progress with 
disabled children.



Stop medical personnel from pressing parents to institutionalize newborns with disabilities;

Provide and supervise foster care for children who cannot remain with their families;

The photographs accompanying the Human Rights Watch report are available through the Saba Photo Agency in New York, 

telephone 212-477-7722 or through the photographer, Kate Brooks, in Moscow at (M) 7095-763-6603, or (P) 7095-203-4610.

Undertake a public education effort at the federal, regional and local levels, to dispel the deep-rooted 
prejudice against children who have disabilities and children who are abandoned by their parents;

Human Rights Watch is an international monitoring organization based in New York. For more information and to view the 

accompanying photographs, please visit the web site at http://www.hrw.org.

Develop and implement a plan for the gradual deinstitutionalization of abandoned children and children 
with disabilities, and reallocate resources now used for institutional care to develop alternative humane, 
non-discriminatory alternatives;

Direct all ministries and orphanage directors that corporal and psychological punishment of children are 
strictly prohibited;

Commence investigation, with the participation of independent medical, educational, and mental health 
experts, into the process of evaluation at the age of four, which channels abandoned children almost 
irreversibly into educable and ineducable worlds. This investigation should aim to reform the evaluation 
procedure in order to take into consideration the extremely limited experience of instutionalzed children;

Ensure that all abandoned and orphaned children, whether disabled or otherwise, receive full respect for 
their human rights and protection against discrimination;

Cease to inscribe orphans' official identification documents, including passports, with "dyetskiidom" 
(children's home), and list only the street address as place of residence;

Immediately stop applying the diagnosis of oligophrenia (mentally retarded) to infants or young children 
until they can be observed and examined adequately over a period of time;

Human Rights Watch recommended that the U.N. Committee on the Rights of the Child, UNICEF, the U.N. 
Special Rapporteur on Torture, the Council of Europe, and the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture 
investigate conditions in Russian orphanages and take steps to help the Russian government make constructive 
changes to improve the lives of the children locked in these appalling institutions.

Take immediate steps to end the gross neglect, and the physical and psychological abuse by staff working 
in the custodial institutions;

Ensure, in adherence to Russia's national legislation and international law, that all abandoned children in 
state custody be provided with necessary medical care.

Establish an effective channel through which orphans may make confidential complaints to an 
independent outside authority about violence and misconduct committed, or instigated, by the institution  ̂
director, staff or other children; and to

• Human Rights Watch made a number of specific recommendations to the Russian 
government, including:
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Millions of the disabled live as virtual prisoners
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view: “They live like kings h< 
They’re fed four times a day,

left), a grim ward, two emaciated patients 
and a girl whose head was shaved for lice
PHOTOGRAPHS BY KATE BROOKS —SABA

r
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‘God has cursed these children’: A16- 
year-old runaway tied to a bench (upper

they’re washed. We’re the ones 
who have to figure out how to get 
money for food.” In struggling 
Russia, there’s little room for 
pity—even for the most deserving.

Bill Powell with Yana Dlugy

H
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Russian Ministry of Health still 
classifies severely retarded chil­
dren as “idiots”—those worst 
off — and “imbeciles”—children 
who are judged “ineducable.”

Two million Russian children 
live in such homes. Some are 
merely blind, deaf or have cleft 
palates. To Uvarovka workers 
like Lidia Korsakova, this is fate: 
“God,” she says, “has cursed these 
children, has chained them to a 
bed for all their lives.” Tatyana 
Mikhailovna, a nurse, has another

' They live like kings here...
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N THE SOVIET ERA, IT WAS 
said that to visit a govern­
ment-run orphanage for 
disabled children was not 
much different from watch­
ing animals in a zoo. In the

new Russia, little has changed. 
In the “lying down” room of the 
Uvarovka Home, 90 miles west of 
Moscow, a frail child is tied to a 
bed by a twisted sheet. Another 
child, afflicted with elephantiasis, 
stares at the ceding for hours. 
Nearby, another rocks back and 
forth, moaning.

Seven years after the Soviet 
Union’s demise, such institutions 
remain a sort of gulag for the dis­
abled —a fact that Human Rights 
Watch will document this week 
when it releases what is expected 
to be a scathing report on Russian 
orphanages. Part of the problem 
is economic: more children are 
being abandoned to state-run in­
stitutions. But the more serious 
problem may be old attitudes. The

40 NEWSWEEK DECEMBER 21, 1998
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Russia’s Gulags 
for Children
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The Grim Face of Russia’s Orphanages
■ Children: Rights group
documents ‘appalling’

abuse, seeks end to

Soviet-style warehousing.

By RICHARD C. PADDOCK
TIMES STAFF WRITER

MOSCOW-,Thousands of chil­
dren confined to orphanages across
Russia suffer "appalling levels of
abuse and neglect” that constitute
a violation of their human rights,
the organization Human Rights
Watch charged Wednesday^ —

In a detailed report, the group
documented how children in some
orphanages were kept in bare, dark
rooms without stimulation, tied to
furniture to restrain them, cruelly
punished and deprived of toys and
books.

The organization called on Rus­
sia to put an end to the Soviet-style

- W..AA AV me ouviei-siyie KATE BROOKS / SABA

Please see Russia, ah A girl is tied to a bench in a state-run orphanage in Russia.
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RUSSIA: Ill Treatment of Orphans
I
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children in its care by rejecting the levels? "Orphan^"oT

r*

government officials.
"Human Rights Watch finds it 

all the more deplorable that the 

------ 1 we docu-

a
I

KATE BROOKS / SABA

An adolescent girl peers from her bed in a Russian orphanage.

ficials and the bureaucrats over­
seeing them should be held ac­
countable for these unconscionable 
policies.”

Of the 200,000 children institu­
tionalized in Russia, 95% have at 
least one living parent. In most 
cases, the parents have given their 
offspring to the state because they

because the children are disabled?' : 

Because of the stigma attached i 
to physically or mentally disabled 
children and their families, Russian 
doctors routinely persuade parents , 

Please see RUSSIA, A15 j 

-•

children cannot be educated and 
should be taken from their parents

tion said.

• ?yman that the grim conditions of Russia's

most fundamental right to survival
r
humane treatment, health, educa-

rights," the report concluded.
The government could dramati­

cally improve the lives of the

are unable to care for them or j

A. '■
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Continued from Al

system of warehousing unwanted
and disabled children out of sight
of society and depriving them of
their fundamental human rights.

“Thousands of children in a 
sprawling maze of state-run or­
phanages have been subjected to
appalling levels of abuse and ne­
glect that stunt their development
and relegate them to a social 
underclass," Kathleen Hunt, the
author of the report, said at a news
conference here.

The New York-based organiza­
tion estimates that at least 30,000
children locked in orphanages for
the severely disabled are confined
in violation of U.N. covenants and
international law spelling out the
rights of children.

An additional 170,000 abandoned
children who are considered "nor­
mal ’ live in institutions where they philosophy that severely disabled 
can be subjected to “cruel, inhu- r”"
man and degrading treatment,” should be taken from their parents

S" S nd S““‘ ,te Org‘nlZi‘-
' Russian children in orphanages

and development to their rights to

enjoyment of civil shocking treatment 
.V ■ . . mented this year still persists in

state institutions with the knowl­
edge of officials at the highest

■



i

LOS ANGELLS TIMES
THURSDAY. DECEMBER 17, 1998 A15

r •« -.

L-

J,

I

I.<1

■f

Fi

RUSSIA: Many Orphans Are Deprived of Their Basic Rights, Group Says

■1

creasing expenditures, and it made 
dozens of recommendations to the 
government and international or­
ganizations.

Among the recommendations

- • 
■< •41

1?': ’ 
IZ .J

were:
• End the practice of encourag­

ing parents to institutionalize dis­
abled infants.

• Begin the development of a

. i..

I
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foster care program to take the 
place of orphanages;

• Halt the early diagnosis of 
oligophrenia.

• Establish an independent com-

■ ■ .-SiSj
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Continued from AU 
to give up disabled children at birth 
and send them to orphanages.

From infancy, children in insti­
tutions for the severely disabled 
'are confined to bed, and some are 

never taught to walk or talk. They 
live in barren dorms with no pic­
tures on the wall, have no toys of 
their own and rarely receive affec­
tion from adults. Many are denied 
operations that could improve their 
condition.

At age 4, an official determina­
tion is made as to whether the 
children are "oligophrenic"—men­
tally retarded. Doctors are notori­
ous for making incorrect diagnoses, 
but once a child is designated as 
oligophrenic, it is almost impossible 

, to reverse the decision. 
, As the children grow older; they : 
!are'sometimes confined to dark 
: rooms all day with nothing to ■ 
occupy them. Many of the children 
are heavily sedated. Problem chil­
dren are sometimes put in make­
shift straitjackets or tied to furni­
ture to immobilize them. 

"Abandoned infants, toddlers and 
older children with disabilities are 
languishing in interminable idleness, 
deprived of touch, sound, visual 
stimulation and love," Hunt said. 

I Human Rights Watch said major 
improvements could be made in 

iRussia's orphanages without in-

. -•■'S- / |iSJ|
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Pholoi by KATE BROOKS / SABA 
A child huddles near a radiator, above, while other youngsters sit on the 

floor, left. A report says orphans suffer abuse at Russian institutions, 

mission to investigate orphanages,
with full access to the institutions 
and the ability to receive confiden­
tial complaints from children and
staff members.

• Undertake a public education 

program to dispel Russians’ deep- 
rooted prejudice against disabled
and abandoned children.

• Ensure that all children in state 
custody be provided with neces­
sary medical care.

"We often hear that in Russia, lion." 1
I

oi
the laws don’t work, that the state 
has collapsed and that what can we 
expect from such lawlessness,” 
said Rachel Denber, Human Rights 
Watch deputy director. "The thing 
is, as long as children are in 
institutions, there will always be 
agencies and bureaucrats who an­
swer for them. And to that degree, 
the state does exist and must see to 
it that the law is upheld to protect 
Russia's most vulnerable popula-
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Russia’s abused children suffering grim neglect
Study describes minimal care received by orphaned, disabled
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gan killing stray dogs to feed his chil­
dren, until finally he abandoned them.

Sadly for Dima, the shelter cannot 
keep him. He will probably not be

the situation, the Russian government 
has tried to hide the problem.

Dima still cannot tell his story with 
words. He draws the events of his short, 
tragic life using stick figures. His night-

ORPHAN, PageA6

By David Filipov 
GLOBE STAFF

OMILINO, Russia - Dima 
Chesnokov has known more 
hardship in his seven years 
than most people do in a 
lifetime.

His abusive, alcoholic father forced 
him and his sister to beg for money at 
the local market. When Dima’s mother 
died last year, his father’s drinking be­
came worse. So did the daily beatings, 
as evidenced by the scars on the boy’s 
body. The family lost its home and

■■

’k

V

PPI PHOTO / MAXIM MARMUR

Dima Chesnokov, 7, showed off his bed at a shelter for aban­
doned and abused children in Tomilino, Russia.

rl • A

moved into a barn. And when his father state institutions as a “gulag” where 
drank faster than they could beg, he be- children suffer “appalling levels of

■ . abuse and neglect.
The situation has deteriorated since

Russia’s August economic collapse. Fed­
eral funding has all but disappeared, 

adopted by a Russian family and end up and even facilities where children are 
instead in Russia’s notorious state or- treated well are struggling to provide 
phanage system, doomed to a life of “de- basic care. Despite promises to improve 
privation and cruelty.”

That is how the New York-based
HumanJiights Watch described condi­
tions for many of the 200,000 children 
who live in Russian orphanages. In its
report released Dec. 17, it described

m3

i .
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The view through the bars of this annexed pen at the Uvarovka Home orphanage In Moscow Is all these children see of the outside world.

Russia’s orphans neglected |O
■ ORPHAN homeless or unemployed, said Hunt. One in al years.
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‘No one in Russia mil take them. Russian families aren’t prepared for 
children mth problems.’

IRIN A ABRAMOVA, director of shelter
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■ ORPHAN
Continued from Page Al 

mare ended temporarily in October, when he 
and his sister, both undernourished and suf­

fering from dysentery, were taken in by a 
shelter for abandoned and abused children in 

Tomilino, a suburb 10 miles east of Moscow. 
“I like it here,” Dima said at the shelter

to finances,” Abramova said. “We used to 

Abramova tries to help children cope live by the motto ‘the best for the children.’ 

with their problems using specially trained Now we are left with only a motto.” x
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Dima Chesnokov, 7, used this drawing to 
show how his abusive father killed and 
skinned a dog to feed him and his sister.
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homeless or unemployed, said Hunt. One in al years.
five commits a criminal offense. One in 10 The reason is that Abramova does what-

commits suicide. ever she can to keep children from entering
The report arrives at a time when the orphanages. This involves a lengthy search

number of abandoned children in Russia has for the child's real parents. Sometimes, peo-
doubled over the past three years to some pie claim to be the parents of a child when

600,000, according to government figures, they are not Alisa, 3, a somber redhead who
Financial hardship and alcoholism have con- cannot shake a case of pneumonia, was

last week, taidng a break from a'rouicking tributed to increasing instability of Russian brought to the shelter by a woman who stole

play session around the first New Year’s famaies. And Russian maternity wards per- her from her real mother to make her beg-

tree he has ever had. “They feed us real food suade parents to 8ive UP children with even ging more lucrative.

and buy us toys. Nobody beats me with a or operable birth defects. Reuniting children with their parents
rope, or a knife dr an ax." That policy has a bitter irony. It costs the sometimes is impossible. Abramova says 50

Human Rights Watch found evidence of ^““inn government $300 a month to keep percent of her wards have been sexually child psychologists. The children go to
punishment similar to torture and brutal children considered disabled in institutions abused by adults. In some cases, parents school. For some, like Dima Chesnokov, they

hazing by older children at state institutions, tbat Bor*s Altshuler, director of the Moscow- forced their grammar school-aged children classrooms for the first time in their

home to 200,000 Russian orphans and aban- based nonprofit group Children’s Rights, into prostitution. “ves- AH children are encouraged to keep

 " -------- ‘ “-------------J‘ '  “I could not imagine that people could scrapbooks in which they can put pictures of

, _ thch" parents in better days, or drawings and

For Abramova, success is the family stories of happy times at home. 
 „ Z. ,3. .“It helps restore the children’s self-es-

tion'and never taught to walk or read, ac- disabled children, he added. in 40 cases since the shelter opened in 1993, teem wben they know they have roots,”

cording to the report '' F r ” ”” . . L i._ ,  *’
Kathleen Hunt its author, recently told them up when they decide they cannot cope, ents have “rehabilitated’’ themselves and re­

reporters that even abandoned children “I can tell how bad things are by the way claimed their children, 
deemed “normal” by the state may be beat- families are starting to ask us to take their 1 _  „ 

en, locked in freezing rooms, tied to fumi- children,” said Irina Abramova, director of Abramova cannot find a suitable relative or shelter used to get 12 rubles per child each 
ture for days at a time, or sexually abused. the small Tomilino shelter. She says her col- an adopting family, she has to give the chil- day for food from the state. That was 50 

“The reaction of the Russian authorities leagues at shelters in Moscow are experienc- dren up. Adoption is difficult, she explains, cents before the August crisis, about 17 
to the critique of their orphanages has been ing the same phenomenon. “Families in Rus- because many children suffer from chronic cents today. And the state has not paid since 
to block access to the institutions; punish or sia are falling apart. If we don’t take mea- illnesses or behavioral disorders because of September. The shelter survives on charity, 

threaten to fire workers if they speak about sures to prevent the destruction of families, the treatment they received before entering But acts of kindness are the exception rather 
abuses; and, in some instances, pardon those we won’t be able to build enough orphan- the shelter. than the rule.
who are responsible for the wrongdoing," the ages,” she warned. , “No one in Russia will take them,” Abra- “You know, I love my country, but our

u “'8bts Watch report said. J Abramova’s facility has room for 20 chil- mova said. “Russian families aren't prepared best intentions in Russia always come down
• destructive legacy of such treatment dren, but 37 live there now. Children are not for children with problems.”

is clear. Of the 15,000 children who leave or- supposed to stay in her care longer than six
phanages each year, one in three ends up months. But some have been there for sever-

SABA PRESS PHOTO / KATE BROOKS
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doned children. Some 30,000 children are caUs “graveyards for hopeless children.” • _________

summarily diagnosed as “invalids,” “imbe- Yet families, where the children would be treat children like that,” Abramova said.

ciles,” or worse, "idiots," deemed ineducable, treated far better, receive only a $50 1 
They are condemned to lives in dark isola- allowance from the state for care for their agreeing to take the children back She says

 . ‘ ■■ ■ ■ l. ------- :— —r , # .
Poor families with older children give alcoholic, drug-dependent, or abusive par- Abramova said. .

; ’ ”,  ■  “J  But her shelter is suffering from the cri-

“I can tell how bad things are by the way claimed their children. •., sis. Salaries are minuscule; Abramova earns

"  ’ ’---- _1—!._• More often, this does not happen. If $50 a month. Funding is nonexistent. The
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Photos show ‘appalling neglect’ 
in state-run Russian orphanages
Reuters

I

I

I

ages cannot be attributed to Rus­
sia’s economic crisis,” she said.

The report urged Russia to stop 
the practice of pressuring parents 
to put children with grave disabil­
ities into institutions, to cease 
diagnosing children as retarded 
without a period of observation, 
and to ban corporal and psycho­
logical punishment.

It also recommended the gov­
ernment appoint a panel of inde­
pendent experts empowered to 
conduct surprise visits to orphan­
ages to check whether children 
were being badly treated.

Hunt emphasized that many 
Russian experts and human-rights 
groups had been trying to expose 
conditions in the orphanages and 
said the overall picture was not 
entirely negative.

Some institutions have seen 
improvements. Exchanges and 
other forms of contact with for­
eign organizations have encour­
aged some orphanages to intro­
duce more humane treatment or 
launch small-scale foster 
projects.

In one example, children writ­
ten off as worthless and confined 
to bed learned over a one-year 
period to walk, play and feed 
themselves, Hunt said.

The group said Russian needs 
to be pressured to improve the 
situation in its orphanages, in line 
with its international commit­
ments.

i
I

“Some of the women looking 
after them do show compassion 
and concern, but they suffer from 
a complete lack of training. ... 
Everywhere there is this fatalistic 
view that the physical and mental 
condition of the children cannot 
be changed,” Hunt said.

Some children died of malnour- 
ishment, such as a 9-year-old girl 
whose emaciated corpse, ribs pro­
truding through the skin, were 
among the report’s photographs. 
She was buried by other orphans 
in an unmarked grave earlier this 
year, Hunt said.

Among examples of cruel pun­
ishment, the report cited unruly 
children being forced to strip and 
stand before an open window dur­
ing very cold weather. Others’ 
heads were shoved into toilets or 
their hands squeezed in a vise, the 
report said.

Quoting official Russian 
sources, the report said about 
15,500 children leave state orphan­
ages every year. Of those, 5,000 
will be unemployed, 6,000 will be 
homeless, 3,000 will turn to crime 
and 1,500 will commit suicide 
within a few years.

Hunt said the New York-based 
Human Rights Watch recognized 
that Russia is in the grip of a 
deep economic crisis but said 
many improvements could be 
made without spending any 
money.

“The abuse in Russia’s orphan­

MOSCOW—Emaciated, shaven­
headed children sit staring 
vacantly into space. Some peer 
out through bars, another is teth­
ered to a bench like a dog.

These harrowing photographs, 
at times reminiscent of a World 
War II concentration camp, 
accompanied a 214-page report 
published Wednesday chronicling 
rampant cruelty and neglect in 
Russian state orphanages.

Human Rights Watch, which 
drewTupThe report, "said the bulk 
of Russia’s 200,000 orphans are 
being denied the right to basic 
health treatment and education.

Children deemed to have mental 
or physical disabilities are con­
fined at the age of 4 to prisonlike 
institutions, where they may be 
restrained in cloth sacks, tied to

I furniture or given sedatives with­
out medical prescription, it said.

“Thousands of children in a 
sprawling archipelago of state-run 
children’s homes are being subject 
to the most appalling neglect ... 
that turns them into a social 
underclass,” Kathleen Hunt, 
author of the fepofTTsaidlit a 
news conference.

She said children diagnosed as 
mentally deficient face an espe­
cially bleak existence, sitting 
untended in rooms or confined to 
bed bereft of stimulation and med­
ical care.



May 27,1999

Dear Friend:

Thank you for your leadership and all you do.

Sincerely,

J*’

• i:

Thank you for your letter and invitation for the First 
Lady to be a panelist at, “Violence in Entertainment: Reel Life 
vs. Real Life” on June 30 in New York City.

Regrettably, Mrs. Clinton will not be available to attend 
the event as she will be out of the country on that date. The 
impact of violence in the media on our children is a vitally 
important subject. Mrs. Clinton conveys her best wishes for a 

successful event.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

-

/ . T—’------
Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Gerry Byrne
Group Vice President/Publisher, Variety
245 West 17th Street

New York, NY 10011
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May 27, 1999

Sincerely,

Unfortunately, Mrs. Clinton will not be available to 
attend the event as she will be out of the country. The First 
Lady conveys her appreciation for your efforts to address the 
impact of violence in the media and conveys her best wishes 
for the event.

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

On behalf of the First Lady, thank you for your letter 
and invitation to meet with leaders from the entertainment, arts, 
media, business and policy communities to discuss the impact 
of violence in the entertainment on June 30th in New York City.

Gerry Byrne —
Group Vice President/Publisher, Variety 
245 West 17th Street —

New York, NY 10011

/
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May 28, 1999

Dear William:
.<•

Thank you for your leadership and all you do.

Sincerely,

V

Thank you for your letter and invitation for the First 
Lady to be a panelist at, “Violence in Entertainment: Reel Life 
vs. Real Life” on June 30 in New York City.

Regrettably, Mrs. Clinton will not be available to attend 
the event as she will be out of the country on that date. The 
impact of violence in the media on our children is a vitally 
important subject. Mrs. Clinton conveys her best wishes for a 
successful event.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

William Baldwin
President, The Creative Coalition
1100 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, NY 10036-6712
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Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady
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May 26, 1999

Thank you for your leadership and all you do.

Sincerely,

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

William Baldwin
President, The Creative Coalition
1100 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, NY 10036-6712

s' •

Dear Mr. Baldwin:

z Thank you for your letter and invitation for the First 

Lady to be a panelist at, “Violence in Entertainment: Reel Life 
vs. Real Life” on June 30 in New York City.

Regrettably, Mrs. Clinton wiTLnbfbe available to attend 

the event as she will be out of thezountry on that date. The 
impact of violence in the media/is a vitally important subject. 
Mrs. Clinton conveys her appreciation fer-your providing a-----
forum to-better understand this issue, along with her best 
wishes for a successful event.
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May 19,1999
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212.337.69)0
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EMAIL

Dear Mrs. Clinton: |erryb®'v*r'‘«*),'5»hne,,-com ‘

Sincerely,

!

ice President/Publisher, VaRIBTY

1 100 Avenue of the Americas ■ New York • NY • 10036-6712 ■ 212-512-551 5 • |tax) 21 2-51 2-.5O48
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William Baldwin
President

Robin Brank
Executive Director

VARIETY is the leading global provider of news and information to the entertainment industry. 
Publications include weekly VARIETY, Daily VARIETY and Daily VARIETY - the Gotham Edition.

On Wednesday evening, June 30,1999, The Creative Coalition and Variety will convene a Town 
Hall meeting entitled, “Violence in Entertainment: Reel Life vs. Real Life.” This timely and 
important meeting will be held at the HBO Screening Room at 7:00 pm in New York City. At this 
time, leaders from the media, entertainment, arts, business and policy communities will come 
together to address the impact of violence in entertainment.

We invite you to participate in a panel that will be the centerpiece of the evening, Other invited 
panelists include: Vice President Al Gore; Empower America Co-Director (former U.S, Secretary 
of Education) William Bennett; producer Steven Bochco; Chairman and CEO of Oxygen Media 
(former Nickelodeon President) Geraldine Layboume; actor, director and producer (former Mayor 
of Carmel, CA) Clint Eastwood; Chairman and CEO of the Motion Picture Association of America 
Jack Valenti; and clinical professor of psychiatry at Harvard Medical School Dr. Alvin Poussaint. 
VARIETY Editor-in-chief Peter Bart will moderate the panel.

Founded a decade ago, The Creative Coalition is the premier nonprofit, nonpartisan organization 
representing members of the arts and entertainment community. The Creative Coalition is 
dedicated to educating and advocating on behalf of social and political issues, specifically in the 
areas of children’s education, First Amendment rights and arts advocacy.

Ms. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

ADVISORY BOARD

Abfahom Allman 
Armand Assanle 
Alec Baldwin
Judy Blume
Brenda Booscr 
Stockard Channing
Martin Chamin 
Stephen Calling 
Chuck D
Griffin Dunne 
Michael Fuchs 
Marlin Garbus 
Caroline Hirsch
Ben Jonw
Joseph Kosulh 
Geraldine Laybourne
Waller F. Lcapharl, Jr. 
Doug Marlelle
Richard Masur 
Richard Piepier
Lou Reed
Ron Silver 
Marsha Williams
Robin Williams

Michael Bennahum 
Chairman of the Board 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Gregg Bella
Kalhie Berlin
Jeff Bewkes
Lisa.Bimbach
Blair Brown 
Christopher C. Cuomo 
Michael P. Frankfurt 
Kathy Garmeay
Sleven Hafl
Kelly Kingham 
Margery Kraus
Susan Vore licderman 
Bob Mitchell
Evangeline Morphos 

Joe Morton
Johnnie Planco
Christopher Reeve
Meir Ribalow
Michael Ritchie 
Amy Robinsan
Hilary B. Rosen 
Ian Rowe
Mercedes Ruehl 
Jeffrey A. Sachs 
Ken Sunshine
Sieve Sunshine 
Debra Tokakjian
Mario Thomas
William J Warner

THE
CREATIVE

COALITION

We sincerely hope that you will accept our invitation to join your peers in this effort to educate, 
empower and mobilize the arts and entertainment community. Shpresa Oruci, The Creative 
Coalition’s Manager of Special Projects, will be contacting your office as a follow-up to this 
invitation. In the meantime, if you have any questions or if you need additional information, please 
do not hesitate to contact us at (212) 512-5515. We look forward to seeing you on June 30 .

William Baldwin
President, The Creative Coalition
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June 9, 1999: :
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Dear Charlie:
■J- ■■

'•' • -

Sincerely,

A

Very best wishes and thank you for all you do. Hope to 
see you sometime soon.

I also want to congratulate you on your appointment to 
the New York State Council on the Arts! I can’t think of a 
better participant. And the news about the new foundation in 
Europe is tremendously exciting

Thank you for your letter and the articles from your 
travels. You always offer so much wisdom.

I am very sorry to hear about the death of your mother. 
You have my deepest sympathy

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Charles C. Bergman
Chairman of the Board
The Pollock-Krasner Foundation
863 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10021
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June8, 1999

Dear Charlie:

*

Sincerely,

Thank you for your letter and the articles from your 
travels. You always offer so much wisdom.

Charles C. Bergman
Chairman of the Board
The Pollock-Krasner Foundation
863 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10021

Very best wishes and thank you for all you do. Hope to 
see you sometime soon.

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

I am very sorry to hear about the death of your mother. 
You have my deepest sympathy

I alwa^vantedTo congratulate you on your 

appointment to the New York State Council on the Arts! 1 
can’t think of a better participant. And the news about the new 
foundation in Europe is tremendously exciting



May 25, 1999

Dear Melanne,

With warm regards,

Sincerely,

larles C. Bergman

Increasingly as I travel around the world I am now being asked by host countries to be a 
spokesperson for enlightened corporate social responsibility and the important role foundations, 
wealthy individuals, and corporate patronage play in sustaining the arts. In this context I thought 
that you might be interested in the enclosed articles from my recent trip.

Telephone (212) 517-5400
Fax (212) 288-2836

Ms. Melanne Verveer
First Lady’s Chief of Staff 
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Enclosure
CCB/bsj

I was sorry not to be able to greet you at the New York State Theater last night in the incredible 
crowd present to honor the First Lady and my good friend Aggie Gund. Mrs. Clinton spoke 
beautifully as evident by the tribute that she received.

Charles C. Bergml

Chairman of the Board

Melanne, J hope to see you in the near future and want to reiterate to you my desire to help this 
administrations national arts program in any appropriate and strategic ways possible.

Charles C. Bergman
Chairman of the Board

Eugene Victor Thaw
President

Kerrie Buitrago
Executive Vice President

The Pollock-Krasner Foundation, inc.
863 PARK AVENUE

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10021

I have some personal news both sad and good. My beloved chairman Gerald Dickler died several 
months ago and on April 17th, just as I returned from an official trip to Australia and New 

Zealand, my dear mother became ill and died. It has been a rough time as there have been so 
many other positive and exciting things happening to me. For example, the New York State 
Council on the Arts has honored me with membership, (and I’m a Democrat!) and I am helping 
to set up a major new foundation in Europe which will have tremendous assets to help in so 
many ways world wide.
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June 15, 1999
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Dear Dr. Barbash:
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Best wishes and thank you for all you do.

Sincerely,

■<_

<•;

i.

-■ t:

Gabriel I. Barbash
Director General
Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center
6 Wiezman Street
Tel-Aviv 64239 Israel

On behalf of the First Lady, thank you for your letter 
and invitation for Mrs. Clinton to serve on the King Hussein 
Cancer Center’s International Board of Trustees.

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Regrettably, Mrs. Clinton cannot accept the Center’s 
kind invitation as government regulations proscribe her 
participation on boards. However, if there is anything she can 
do to be helpful in another capacity, please do not hesitate to be 
in touch with us. Mrs. Clinton conveys her best wishes to you 
and your colleagues in your extraordinary work to bring high 
quality cancer care to Israeli as well as Arab patients from all 
over the Middle East. It is entirely fitting that this work be 
carried out in the name of King Hussein.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
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June 8, 1999

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton

The White House

Washington, D.C.

Fax: 001(202)456- 6244

Dear Mrs. Clinton,

Cancer Center”.
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The Tel Aviv Medical Center is distinguished by its deep involvement in the 

Israel-Arab peace process. As the municipal hospital of this city, the Medical Center 

treated most of the casualties of the bus bombings in Tel Aviv. It was to this hospital 

that the late Prime Minister Itzhak Rabin was rushed immediately after he was shot

THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH

TEL AVIV SOURASKY MEDICAL CENTER

Affiliated to the Tel-Aviv University
Sackler Faculty of Medicine
Municipality of Tel Aviv-Yaffo

Director General Office
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Upon the advice of Mr. Martin Indyk, we would like to inform you that we have 

recently been granted permission by His Majesty King Abdullah of Jordan to name our 

new Cancer Center, now in the planning stage, “The King Hussein Middle East

With the professional excellence acquired here, especially in surgical oncology where 

we have already become a referral center. The King Hussein Cancer Center will serve 

as a bridge of peace, offering access to sophisticated medical care to Israeli as well as 

Arab patients from all over the Middle East, regardless of nationality.
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King Abdullah’s letter of approval concludes, “His Majesty sincerely hopes that this 

will be an additional point of departure for further cooperation between Jordan and 

Israel in the medical field, and beneficial to all in our region."

When we met with His Majesty King Abdullah, we mentioned the late King Hussein’s 

historical visit to the Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center in January 1996. During that 

visit. King Hussein took part in a ceremony perpetuating the name of his partner in 

peace, the late Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, at the hospital Trauma Center.

We believe it is more than symbolic that both the beloved comrades who died at the 

height of their fight for peace and for a better Middle East, will find commemoration in 

a Medical Center which puts into practice the peace that was signed by both of them.

We are now working on the assembling of the International Board of Trustees of 

the King Hussein Cancer Center and would be honored if you would be kind 

enough to join us in our efforts, together with family members of the Hashemite

Over the last 5 years the Tel Aviv Medical Center has been involved in a humanitarian 

project supported by the Government and People of Denmark with physicians from 

Gaza hospitals spending periods of several months at the Tel Aviv Medical Center as 

fellows in the different fields of medicine and then returning to Gaza to apply their 

knowledge there. Surgeons from the Tel Aviv Medical Center spend time in Gaza 

hospitals, teaching their colleagues new surgical techniques. In this spirit, the King 

Hussein Cancer Center will establish a fund to support the collaboration of physicians 

and scientists in this field from both Israel and Jordan.
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during the peace parade. All these violent acts were perpetrated by those who oppose 

the peace process.

THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH

TEL AVIV SOURASKY MEDICAL CENTER

Affiliated to ths TeLAviv University
SecMer Faculty of Medicine
Municipality of Tel Aviv-Yaffo

Director General Office
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Gabriel L Barbash, M.D., M.P.H
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Respectfi

THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH

TEL AVIV SOURASKY MEDICAL CENTER

Affiliated to the Tel-Aviv University
Sadder Faculty of Medicine
Municipality of Tel Aviv-Yaffo

Director General Office
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Kingdom of Jordan and other prominent International figures. We realize that there 

are many demamds on your time and that you have a very hectic schedule. 

Nonetheless, we would be most grateful if you could give our request your favorable 

consideration for the benefit of all of us here in this region.



June 8, 1999

Mr. Martin Indyk

Washington, D.C.

Fax: 001(202)4566244

Dear Mr. Indyk,

I hope this letter finds you in good health.

We welcome your good advice, and hope to see you as always; our friend

Sincerely,Sincerely, x?

Gabriel I. Barbash, M.D., ]M.P.H

482
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We thank you for your considerate attention and good will to further help us with our 

endeavors in strengthening the bridge to peace with our neighbors, and your continual 

support enabling us to do our utmost to excel in the medical field.
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THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH
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Director General Office

Assistant Secretary of State

For Near Eastern Affairs
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June 29, 1999

Dear Mr. Berg:
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With best wishes

Sincerely,

C
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Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Philip J. Berg
706 Ridge Pike
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444-1711

Thank you for your fax and your interest in traveling 
with the First Lady to visit relief efforts for the refugees in 
Albania. Mrs. Clinton has no plans to travel in the area in the 
foreseeable future.
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PHONE NO. : 610 834 7659 Apr. 19 1999 05:42PM Pl

706 Ridge Pike, Lafayette Hill, PA 19444-1711

Pager (215) 934-2400 Phone: (610) 825-3134 Fax: (610) 834-7659

DATE: 04/19/99

TO: (202) 456-6266

Attn: Melanne Varvwcr, Chief of Staff

RE:

Philip J. Berg, Esq,FROM:

FAX #: (202) 456-6244 Total = 1 page

Dear Honorable First Lady:

Also, our #1 effort must be with the refugees.

I look forward to hearing from you and joining your trip.

Thank you.

Respectfully,

PHILIP J. BERG

FROM : LAO OFFICES OF PHILIP J. BERG 

r

..would be an asset to you in helping refugees 
during your trip; and
..would be an asset to you in speaking in PA 
and elsewhere about our efforts with refugees.

Hon. Hillary Clinton
White House, Washington, DC

I believe that the President is right in his efforts as a part 
of NATO.

I think your planned trip to refugee camps in Albania 
is needed and I would like to be part of your party.

I know that as a former candidate for Governor of 
Pennsylvania; as a 16 year Volunteer Fire Police Lieutenant; and my 
entire civic and political background, I:

/U’

As you know, I have been a supporter of the President and you 
and my efforts were helpful nationwide through my Web Site 
(www.VotePower.com) which was against the impeachment.

PHILIP J. BERG, ESQUIRE
E-MAIL: PJBLAW@aol.com

WEB SITE: www.VotePOWer.com

"Refugees - Your Trip To Albania 
My Request To Be In Your Party"
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July 7, 1999
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Dear Gigi:
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All the best.

nierely,
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Thank you for your letter and invitation to the Cultural 
Policy Network conference. Regrettably, I’ll be out of town, 
but I trust the gathering will be a huge success!

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Gigi Bradford
Center for Arts and Culture
401 F Street, NW #334
Washington, DC 20001-2728

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

You have the great satisfaction of knowing that what 
you do truly matters. Thank you for all the Center’s vital work 
and best wishes for a successful conference.
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June 16, 1999

iiz3a

Dear

Sincerely,

Supported by a grant from the Ford Foundation with additional assistance from the Pew Charitable Trusts 
and the Rockefeller Foundation, the Cultural Policy Network seeks to connect the research scholars do to the 
everyday life of culture. Participants will identify and discuss strategies to support this work and bring it to 
the attention of policymakers and the general public.

Please join us at the Center for Arts and Culture s second Cultural Policy Network conference in die National 
Building Museum in Washington, DC on Friday evening, July 16th and Saturday, July 17th. This gathering is 

predicated on the assumption that better information, research and assessment will better reflect the cultural 
community and inform the public about the significance of the work you do.

We hope you will join us for what promises to be a focused and lively examination of why research matters, 
what it should be, and how it could be better supported.

On Saturday, July 17th members of the cultural community will discuss the various meanings of community 

in cultural policy, partnership opportunities, and research in progress. Invited speakers for these sessions 
include officials from AFA, NASAA, NEA, NEH, USIA; scholars such as Judith Blau, Maria Rosario 
Jackson, Stanley Katz, Bruce Seaman and Mark Stem; and Network members from the 28 participating 
colleges and universities from across the country.

Have you ever felt that you just didn’t have the context or “the numbers” to really make the case about what 
you do every day? Scholars from across the country are working on issues that affect the arts and cultural 
sector, and we’d like to invite you to contribute to this dialogue.

On July 16th the opening session will explore how journalists and policymakers use research. Influential 

Senate arts staffers Jenny Smolson (Jeffords-R: VT) and Corinne Larsen (Bennett-R: UT) (invited) will join 
Michael Janeway, director of the National Arts Journalism program at Columbia University and Bruce 
Weber, National Cultural Correspondent for the Aew York Times. They will discuss how research affects 
decision-making and the time-lines in which this information is needed. The panel will be followed by an 
informal reception and buffet supper.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Office of the First Lady
Old Executive Office Building, Room 100
Washington, DC 20502

Please fax back the following form with your acceptance so we can be sure to save your seat and order your 
meals.

401 F Street, NW
Suite 334 

Washington, DC 20001-2728 
Tel: 202.783.5277
Fax: 202.783.4498

E-Mail: center® culturalpolicy.org 
kttp://www. culiuralpolicy.org

GigHjr^cJford
Executive Director

CENTER FOR ARTS AND CULTURE
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9:45-11:15

5:00

Registration Form

Yes, I will attend the Cultural Policy Network conference on July 16 and stay for dinner.

Yes, I will attend the Cultural Policy Network conference on July 17 and join you for lunch.

Name

Title/Position 

Institution

Address

Telephone

E-mail

Friday, July 16

Opening Panel: Uses and Time Frames for Research: in Journalism, in Congress 

Reception
Dinner

Cultural Policy Network Conference II 
Friday and Saturday, July 16-17,1999

Center for Arts and Culture
National Building Museum
401 F Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001
(202) 783-5277
(202) 783-4498 FAX

Saturday, July 17

What Does “Community” Mean for Cultural Policy?
11:30-12:45 Research Partnership Roundtable

Lunch
Research-in-Progress Reports

3:30-5:00 Next Steps and Research Directions for the Cultural Policy Network 

Reception

Please return this form, via fax: (202) 783-4498, no later than Friday, July 2, 1999. 

Thank you.

12:45
2:00-3:30

4:30-5:30
5:30
6:30-8:00



July 13, 1999

Dear Norman:
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All the best.
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Thank you for your note and many kind words. I have 
given your lengthy tome to the First Lady.

Norman Birnbaum
Georgetown University Law Center
600 New Jersey Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20001-2075

I hope you are making good progress on your book even 
though you’re confined to Fresh Fields,not Tuscany.

r

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady
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Sincerely,/T.
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QEORgEToir^LlNivERSiTY^'(Renter

3 July 1999

Dear Melanne:

However, I did regard it as a duty to write the attached.

^vexyWit

Norman Birnbaum
University Professor

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
The White House
Washington DC 20500

600 New Jersey Avenue NW Washington DC 20001-2075 

202-662-9062 FAX 202-662-9410
Internet: bimbaum@laia.georgetors)n.edu

&

best regards,

Norman Birnbaum

It is summer and all of you who work for a living suppose that we 
professors are doing our thinking, deep or otherwise, on the 
Riviera or in Tuscany. In fact, my travelling this summer has 
been limited to trips to Fresh Fields on Wisconsin Avenue: I’m 
struggling to finish a book. I have to confess that I will be 
going to Spain for a fortnight in mid-July, but that’s work: 
arguing with Tony Giddens and Felipe Gonzales about the Third 
Way.
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July 13, 1999
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Dear Dr. Bergsland:
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Sincerely,
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On behalf of the First Lady, thank you for your heartwarming 
letter about the successful Bosnia/Buffalo Healthcare Partnership.

Please accept Mrs. Clinton’s appreciation for you and your 
colleagues’ vital work in Bosnia, along with her best wishes for 

continued success.

You have the great satisfaction of knowing your work matters to 
so many. Thank you for your leadership and all you do.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Jacob Bergsland, MD
Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery
77 Sandhurst Land
Williamsville, NY 14221 r. ■'
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Cooperation between nations is so important to improve health 
care. The Bosnian experience with which you have been involved 
demonstrates the positive difference that can be made through 
participation on all levels. Mrs. Clinton has seen such partnerships 
around the world - many in the most difficult circumstances. Perhaps 
some day she’ll get to see the Bosnian project.



(716) 632-2483 • FAX 632-1996

March 29, 1999

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

Starting such a program under such adverse condition truly represents a major accomplishment.

Sincercl

None of this would have been possible without help at multiple levels. Thanks to the military and civilian 
effort by our country', I believe the Bosnian multicultural society will survive and re-emerge.

I was fortunate to meet and get to know a lot of exceptional Bosnians. We made a promise to try to rebuild 
and improve the health care system once the war was over. Being a cardiac surgeon myself, I focused on the 
development of cardiology and cardiac surgery programs in Tuzla, programs that were completely lacking in 
Bosnia both before and during the war.

It was one of the greatest moments in my life, however, w hen we finally could initiate cardiac surgery in 
Bosnia in September of 1998. During the official opening of the program President Izebegovic, US 
Ambassador and the first operated patient were all present. Our Bosnian team performed top quality work 
assisted by a group of health care workers from Buffalo.

The program for treatment of heart disease is presently running with Bosnian staff and running very well, 
too. The program was elected the most important civilian program in Bosnia in 1998 and Drs. Emir Kabil and 
Teofik Tulomovic the driving forces in Tuzla chosen as the best managers of the year.

When we see the horrifying pictures from Kosovo the last few days, my thoughts as so many others, 
immediately go back to the war in Bosnia. I hope and believe that the continued effort of the US will eventually 
bring peace and democracy to countries on the Balkan. I hope to continue to play a small part in this effort.

Mrs. Hillary Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Five years ago I was working as a cardiac surgeon for the UN in Tuzla, Bosnia and Herzegovina. The 
situation at the time seemed hopeless to most of the outside world and for most Bosnians alike. 100 000’s had 
been killed or become refugees, the economy was destroj ed and the very survival of the country was 
questionable.

Jacob Bergsland, M.D., P.C. 
Cardiovascular and Thoracic Surgery 

77 Sandhurst Lane 
Williamsville, New York 14221 

Thanks to NATO the war came to an end. Thanks to USAID and A1HA Tuzla was able to develop its 
healthcare system in many areas far beyend cardiac services.

.NcohyRcrgsl.antl Mn ----------------

Ccpfer for Less Invasive Cardiac Surgery 
Wfalo, NY



July 12,1999
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Dear Ambassador Barbosa:
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Very best wishes,
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Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Regrettably, Mrs. Clinton will not be able to accept the 
Association’s kind invitation, as her summer schedule is full 
and a trip to Brazil will not be possible. Please convey her 
appreciation for all the Association does to help legal leaders, 
along with her best wishes to the conference participants.

On behalf of the first Lady, thank you for your 
embassy’s forwarding the Brazilian Bar Association’s 
invitation to the conference in Rio de Janeiro this summer.

His Excellency Rubens A. Barbosa
Embassy of Brazil
3006 Massachusetts Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20008

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

It was a pleasure to meet you and your wife at the 
Bagleys. We wish you all the best in your new post.

SIS SSI
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Melanne Verveer

I
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The Ambassador

March 17, 1999
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Paulo-Tarso Flecha de Lima

3

We would be most honored if you could participate in this 
conference and share your experience in the legal and political arenas.

I am pleased to forward to you the enclosed invitation to 
participate as a guest speaker at the National Conference of Lawyers 
sponsored by the Brazilian Bar Association.

The Brazilian Bar Association holds a unique and respected 
place in recent Brazilian history. I am sure that, as an attorney, you can fully 
understand the key role the Bar plays for the country in its oversight and 
protection of the Brazilian Constitution.

As with the American Bar Association, the Brazilian counterpart 
is very selective and its members are found in many prominent leadership 
roles.

(VVH

t. J.

Brazilian Embassy

Washington, D.C.

N9

Her Excellency
Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W.
20500 Washington, D.C.
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Brasilia, march 8, 1999

Dear Mrs. Clinton,

r

Since its inception, the Brazilian Bar Association has 
been commited to defending the Brazilian Constitution and 
improving the Rule of Law, democracy, freedom of expression, 
human rights, social justice and the expeditious administration 
of Justice

One of the main OAB events is its tri-annual 
gathering, the National Conference of Lawyers, which will be 
held from August 29 through September 2, 1999, in Rio de 
Janeiro, with the theme: Justice: Reality and Utopia.

The Brazilian Constitucion gives the Bar Association 
an oversight function in the constitutional process, which 
reflects the long history of efforts by Brazilian lawyers in 
safeguarding human rights and dignity. Indeed, the work of the 
Brazilian Bar Association has been recognized by its counterpart 
organizations around the world as well as by other important 
international organizations which work to promote the

oA'eAwa/

Her Excellency
Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
20500 Washington, D.C., USA

The Brazilian Bar Association (OAB), an institution 
established in 1930, today has a membership of over 400,000 
attorneys from Brazil's 27 states.

I



Yours Sincerely,

Thus I am honored to invite you as a Special Guest 
Speaker for the opening cereimony of the XVII National 
Conference of Lawyers, which will be held on August 30 th. 
Approximately 10,000 participants are expected to attend.

I would appreciate hearing from you at your 
convenience.

I

advancement and achievement of ethics and a balanced 
relationship between citizens and governments.

Given your prestige as a guest speaker, I believe your 
personal presence at the Conference will improve and strengthen 
the event and will encourage law firms and both governmental 
and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to advance and 
improve actions and policies promoting social justice.

Reginaldo Oscar de Castro j
National President of the Brazilian Bar Association

a
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Basic Structure:

August 29: Evening Gala Reception

August 30 - September 2

Special Events:.

Summary Description of the
XVII National Conference of Brazilian Lawyers

45 panels with presentation by 135 Brazilian and foreign 
speakers.

Simultaneous meetings developed by and for various NGOs will 
also be held, including a meeting of women lawyers, a
conference of lawyers concerned with ecology and the 
environment, as well as others.

Theme : Justice: Reality and Utopia
Dates : August 29 - September 2, 1999
Place : Rio de Janeiro State University (UERJ)
Expected Attendance: An audience of 15,000 lawyers from

throughout Brazil

(/os

- ^). <0'.

August 30: Morning Opening Session with speeches by the President of Rio de 
Janeiro State Bar Association, the Representative of the Brazilian State Bar 
Associations and the President of the National Council of the Brazilian Bar 
Association.

Hi

The panels will deal with Institutional, Professional and 
Functional topics on subjects such as: Social Exclusion, Right to 
Work, Access to Justice. Right to Communication, Globalization, 
Economic Integration Human Rights, Consumer Rigths, Bioethics, 
The Citizen and the State, Alternative Judicial Procedures, 
Children’s Righs, The information Society, Changes in Family 
Relationships, The Lawyer and the International Environment, and 
other important issues.

August 31 Evening Social Event
September 2 Closing Session and Festive Dinner
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Brazilian Embassy

3006 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W.
Washington,D.C.20008

AmbJ’auic-Tarso FV’cha de Lirna
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Her Excellency
Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W.
20500 Washington, D.C.
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August 12, 1999
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Dear Ms./Butlej'.V
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Best wishes,

(
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You have the great satisfaction of knowing that your 
work truly matters to so many. Thank you for all you do.

( Thank you for your letter and copy of the ad supporting 

the NBA and NEH. I’ve shared the ad with the First Lady. It 
was terrific!

Please accept Mrs. Clinton’s appreciation for all you 
and your colleagues are doing to promote greater public 
support for the endowments. The message of this ad was right 
on target.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

4*-:-

Judith Ann Butler
Executive Director
Americans United to Save the Arts and Humanities
1001 G Street, NW #900 East
Washington, DC 20001
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August 10, 1999

Dear Ms. Verveer:

Best wishes,

Judith Ann Butler
Executive Director

Americans United is a non-profit advocacy organization whose goal this year is to 
persuade Congress to increase the federal funding for the agencies. We have sponsored 
ads in previous years and similarly delivered a copy to each Member of Congress, 
governor, state arts and humanities council, and the media in order to influence the 
debate. In addition, each year we have asked the business leaders to sign onto advocacy 
letters sent to Congress. As Executive Director, I personally spend time on the Hill and 
with other cultural organizations developing strategies and messages.

Americans United to Save 
the Arts and Humanities

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and
Chief of Staff to the First Lady

100 Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500

Over one hundred business leaders from around the country united to show their support 
for increased federal funding for the Endowments. The ad highlights arts and humanities 
programs aimed at children who already had juvenile court records or who were at risk. 
The studies referred to in the ad were conducted in Portland. Oregon; San Antonio, 
Texas; and Fulton County, Georgia. The programs were proven over three years to 
reduce delinquent behavior and keep youth from entering the court system in the first 
place. With the dramatic increase of youth violence in today’s society, this is welcoming 
news. “Kids with this mug shot hardly ever get the other kind, ” the ad states.

1001G STREET, N.W. 

SUITE 900 EAST 

WASHINGTON. DC 20001 

PHONE 202 783-1901 

FAX 202 393-0151

Knowing of your strong support for our nation's cultural agencies. I wanted to send you a 
copy of the advocacy ad sponsored by Americans United to Save the Arts and
Humanities in support of the NEA and NEH which ran in the July 18lh edition of The 

New York Times.

We have always appreciated the support that the President and the First Lady has given to 
the Endowments, and want you to know that the business community shares that 
enthusiasm. Please call me if I can be of any assistance.



June 29, 1999

Dear Prof Braverman:

All the best

Sincerely,

%
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On behalf of the First Lady, thank you for your gracious 
letter and the invitation for Mrs. Clinton to accept an honorary 
degree from Ben-Gurion University of the Negev.

As you know, Mrs. Clinton has had to postpone her 
visit to Israel originally scheduled for June. A date has not 
been set yet for the First Lady’s return trip and it is not 
possible, until the itinerary is set, to determine whether she will 
be able to accept your kind invitation. We will let you know 
once Mrs. Clinton’s new schedule is determined. But please 
accept Mrs. Clinton’s appreciation for you and your 
colleagues’ thoughtfulness along with her continued best 

wishes.

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

7

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Professor Avishay Braverman
President
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
Beer-Sheva 84105, Israel
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1FROM BGU-PRESI DENT’S OFFICE TO 90012024566218 P.01

Office of the President

Fax Transmission

TO: Deborah Mobile

Lana ShalitFROM:

June 1, 1999DATE:

Attached letter for Mrs. ClintonRE:

# PAGES: 2 (including cover)

001-202-456-6218FAX#:

Dear Ms. Mobile,

Thank you kindly.

Lana Shalit
Assistant to the President

Would you please be so kind as to pass the attached letter of invitation to Mrs. 
Clinton, from Professor Avishay Braverman at Ben-Gurion University of the 
Negev. This invitation is time-sensitive.

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

01-JUN-1999 15:42



FROM BGU-PRESIDENT’S OFFICE TO 90012024566218 P.02

f
AVISHAY BRAVERMAN

JK
OFFICE Of THE PRESIDENT

May 30, 1999

Dear Mrs. Clinton,

-o

/ hope for your favorable response,
EO

;

^3

TOTAL P.02

It would be most fitting if you could accept this honor in a special 
ceremony at our University during your upcoming visit to Israel.

Prof Avishay Braverman
President

I e h - g u R I 0 H 
university
OF THE NEGEV

Ben-Gurion University represents the generation of Israelis whose 
research, studies and goals are intimately linked with the future of our 
region. At the Goldman Medical School, which you so kindly convoked 
by video on the day of its inauguration, has Israelf’s first and only female 
Bedouin student matriculating and the S. Daniel Abraham International 
Center for Health and Nutrition which was founded by our mutual friend 
Danny Abraham and is doing important work to improve the world's 
health care.

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, in high regard for your outstanding 
personal and political achievements in creating a better world for 
humanity, your work to bring peace to all peoples, your heartful concern 
for all children, and your support of advances in the prevention of 
disease, would feel honored and privileged to bestow our degree of 
doctor honoris causa upon you during your upcoming trip to Israel.

Mrs. Hilary Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC
U.S.A.

01—JUN—1999 15=43



September 2, 1999
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Dear Ben:
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Very best wishes.

Sincerely,
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Thank you for your letter and invitation for the First 
Lady to keynote the conference “Two Forums on Democracy” 

at Rutgers, October 28-31.

Regrettably, she will not be able to join you. Her 
schedule has only gotten more complicated since we last spoke 
about this. However, she would be able to do a short video for 
the event. There is some cost involved, but if a video is useful 

for the conference please let us know.

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Benjamin Barber
Director, The Walt Whitman Center
Rutgers University
Hickman Hall, Douglass Campus, 89 George Street
New Brunswick, NJ 08901-1411

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

?

. ri- 
*.

• A

hw.
.• *1

........... N'

T :- 4:‘ 
•: -r •

NT--: :

-

,*•

.'L .5.



*
THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW JERSEY

The Walt Whitman Center for the Culture and Politics of Democracy

August 11, 1999

Dear Melanne,

Best wishes,

BRB:cd

Benjamin R. Barber, Director

Whitman Professor of Political Science

Enclosures: August 11, 1999 letter to the First Lady
France / United States Forum on Democracy flyer

When we talked six or seven weeks ago, you said you would be happy to hand on my plea for 
participation by the First Lady in our October White House Millennium sponsored event at The 
Walt Whitman Center. Here is that letter along with a flyer for the event.

Let me emphasize that I really do believe the First Lady would benefit politically in New York 
through her participation in this high level, bi-continental event closely related to the issues a 
Senator must face.

Benjamin R. Barber,
Director

The Walt Whitman Center
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey • Hickman Hall • Douglass Campus • 89 George Street • New Brunswick, NJ 08901-1411

Tel: (732) 932-6861 • Fax: (732) 932-1922

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to The First Lady
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20502

__________________________________________________

(1WJ RUTGERS



THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW JERSEY

The Walt Whitman Center for the Culture and Politics of Democracy

August 11, 1999

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

Benjamin R. Barber, Director
Whitman Professor of Political Science

Such a "senatorial" speech would have significant political entailments without being explicitly 
political and could make a major contribution to a New York political campaign. Indeed, 
because we are only forty-five minutes from the City, a visit here during the October 28-31 
period could easily be combined with ongoing engagements in New York.

This letter follows up on our exchange in the spring about your participation in our conference, 
"Two Forums on Democracy," co-sponsored by the White House Millennium Council and the 
French government's Mission 2000 commission and hosted by the Walt Whitman Center at 
Rutgers University, October 28 - 31, 1999. From discussions with Ellen Lovell in the spring, I 
know that you were hoping to be able to spend some time at this international Millennial 
Conference, which your White House Millennium Council has generously agreed to co-sponsor 
with the French government. I also know from Melanne Verveer that your pressured schedule as 
First Lady and your new obligations in New York State have made it difficult to commit 
definitively to an appearance at this meeting.

I am writing to urge you to participate with a significant keynote address. I hardly need tell you 
how vital your presence is to the success of a conference focused on French-American and Euro­
American relationships that has been sponsored by the White House Millennium Council and the 
French Millennial Committee. But I also believe a speech from you at this prominent scholarly 
meeting, which will bring together many of France's leading journalists, including the publisher 
of Le Nouvel Observateur, the editor oiL'Esprit, and the President and Editor of the 
International Herald Tribune, Peter Goldmark, would play a useful, even vital, role in a New 
York State campaign. Just twenty-nine miles from New York City, we are very much in the 
New York media capital, and I know your speech would attract widespread New York coverage. 
Moreover, because the setting is international, scholarly, and distinguished, you would have an 
opportunity to talk thoughtfully and at length about crucial issues relating to democracy, 
multiculturalism, immigration, and the long history of these two democratic twin republics, 
France and America.

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20502

The Walt Whitman Center
Rutgers, The State Universityof New Jersey • Hickman Hall • Douglass Campus • 89 George Street • New Brunswick, NJ 08901-1411

Tel: (732) 932-6861 • Fax: (732) 932-1922

s RUTGERS



With warm regards,

BRB:cd

Finally, I hardly need to tell you, as someone who has deeply admired the leadership you have 
given to America as First Lady, as a committed citizen, and a brilliant advocate for issues that 
have not always been fashionable. I would be devastated to see a conference the idea for which 
was bom in part from the possibility of your participation and out of your commitment to global 
civil society as embodied in your Davos speech — proceed without you.

To invert a phrase of another First Lady, one who had few of your virtues, 
please, please just say yes!

Benjamin R. Barber, 
Director

So I hope, despite the many pressures on your time, you might be able to find a few hours to 
share with us at Rutgers between October 28th - 31st. We could schedule an appearance and a 

speech at almost any time Thursday, Friday, Saturday or even as late as Sunday morning to meet 
the needs of your schedule, and I of course stand ready to contribute in any way you deem useful 
to the preparation of an appropriate speech. As you perhaps know, I had an extensive 
conversation with your speechwriter (Laura Schiller) contributing ideas to the speech you gave 
in France at the time the President was meeting with the G-8 in the spring. So you can be sure I 
would contribute actively.

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White House
August 11, 1999
Page Two
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Starting June 1999, visit our conference web site:

http://www.wwc.rutgers.edu/forumdemocracy
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The Walt Whitman Center for the Culture and Politics of Democracy 
in collaboration with the 

White House Millennium Council, the French government’s Mission 2000, the journal L'Esprit, 

and Rutgers University Global Programs

France / United States
The second forum in a bicontinental series

For further information and to preregister, contact::
Jennifer Gano, Conference Coordinator
The Walt Whitman Center for the Culture and Politics of Democracy
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
Hickman Hall, Douglass Campus
89 George Street • New Brunswick, NJ 08901-1411
Tel: (732) 932-6861 • Fax: (732) 932-1922
Email: jgano@rci.rutgers.edu
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V

Our conference will be highlighted by 

French/American cultural entertainment, a 

visit to significant New York City land­

marks, and a keynote address from the First 

Lady of the United States, Hillary Rodham 

Clinton.

Both France and the United States have 

democratic regimes born from revolu­

tion. Both revolutions shared a common 

ideology of rights and liberties. Despite 

the different character and outcomes of 

the two revolutions, both nations were 

partners in forging the ideology 

inscribed in the French Declaration of 

Rights and in the Declaration of 

Independence. Both share a common 

history of rivalry, cooperation, and cul­

tural exchange, embedded in shared 

political ideals. Both have struggled to 

balance centralist instincts (Hamilton, 

Bonaparte, de Gaulle) with anti-federal­

ist tendencies (de Toqueville, Jefferson).

Annie Cohen-Solal,

Historian / Former Minster

Paris, France

Seyla Bcnhabib, Professor 

Center for European Studies 

Harvard University

Cambridge, MA, USA

Jean Daniel

Zz Nouvel Observateur

Paris, France

Peter Goldmark, Editor-in-Chief

International Herald Tribune

Paris, France

Chantal Mouffe, Philosopher / Theorist

Centre for Social Thought

University of Westminster

London, England

Tariq Ramadan 

University of Geneva

Geneva, Switzerland

Richard Sennett, Professor of Theory

and Culture

London School of Economics / 

New York University

New York, NY, USA

NormanBirnbaum, Professor)Editor

Georgetown University Law Center 

Washington, DC, USA

Sponsored by

The Walt Whitman Center and Global Programs at 

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey and 

The White House Millennium Council

• evolution of nation-state and sovereignty

• relation between citizenship and 

international politics

• impact of mass and technological 

communications on democratic politics

• means to create and preserve civic and 

democratic spaces

Benjamin Barber, Professor)Director

Walt Whitman Center for the Culture and

Politics of Democracy

Rutgers, The State University of

New Jersey

New Brunswick, NJ , USA

Hillary Rodham Clinton, Chair 

White House Millennium Council 

Washington, DC, USA

Andrej Gratchev, Editor 

NovoyVremya- New Times 

Paris, France

’ he mission of this conference is to focus explicitly on the French)American 

experience, within the context of their common democratic histories—both as a 

mirror in which to view our problems, and as a lens through which to look at 

issues of democratization elsewhere in the world.

Jean Leca, Former President

International Political Science Association

Institute d’Etudes Politiques

Paris, France

Major funding provided by

The Howard Gilman Foundation,

New York

/ ur aim—to draw positive and critical lessons from this 

joint experience to be applied toward democratization 

efforts elsewhere in the world.

Both have experienced the tragic contradic­

tions of forging empires in the name 

of democracy.

This conference represents the ongoing 

conversation of French and American aca­

demics, public representatives, journalists, 

political theorists, and philosophers begun 

at Quimper. Sharing a commitment to 

strong democracy, we explore issues such 

as the:

• nature of political models

• interaction of democratic institutions

• ethical and political foundations of 

democracy

Two Forums on Democracy
if), f D.
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Dear Mr. Batrus:
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All the best.
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Thank you for your letter and the information about 

Winged Foot. I have passed it along.

Please accept Mrs. Clinton’s appreciation for your 
thoughtfulness in sharing the information, along with her best 

wishes.

T. ■;

:: .

**

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

;• -■

1;

F. Harlan Batrus 
Managing Director 
Lazard Freres & Co. 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, NY 10020

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Sincerely,
A
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New York

August 17, 1999

Dear Mrs. Verveer:

My name is Harlan Batrus.

I live on the 4l11 Hole East Course of Winged Foot Golf Club. Mrs. Clinton visited 

1016 Old White Plains Road on Sunday which is on the 3rd Hole East Course of Winged

Foot. Club members refer to the home as the Schaefer House, buUt by Rudy Schaefer of

Schaefer Beer.

The property is wonderful.

I have information about the area and golf availability at Winged Foot and other 

venues that I believe would be very helpful and positive to assist the First Lady with her 

housing decision. If you would like a brief conversation, you may call me here at Lazard, 

212-632-6758 or 1-800-221-3381.

Sincerely,

♦ROM . -

TBWTOOTB (S12| 632-6000 

HaCSIMJXB (2121 632-6060

F. Harlan Batrus
Managing Director

Lazard Frebes & Co. llc

30 HoCKEraiiEH. PlAZ». 

New York. N. Y. 10020

Mrs. Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff
Office of the First Lady
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September 14, 1999

Dear Mr. Boyer:

T..;-

Sincerely,

U

«

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

K. David Boyer, Jr.
Chairman, Wolf Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts
1624 Trap Road
Vienna, VA 22182

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Wolf Trap continues to make an enormous contribution 
to our nation’s cultural life in an incredibly beautiful setting. 
The First Lady is especially pleased to serve as honorary chair 
of the Wolf Trap Foundation. If there is an opportunity for the 
First Family to visit Wolf Trap in the near future and to partake 
in the wonderful offerings, we shall alert the staff at Wolf Trap.

On behalf of the President and First Lady, thank you for 
your letter and invitation for the First Family to visit Wolf 
Trap.

Very best wishes and thank you for thinking of the First 
Family.



WOLF TRAP
4

Foundation for the Performing Arts

July 28. 1999

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you.

Sincerely,

1624 Trap Road • Vienna, Virginia 22182 • Tel: (703) 255-1900 • Web Site: www.wolf-trap.org

Founder
Mrs. Jouett Shouse (1896-1994)

It was a pleasure visiting with you at the reception hosted by Jonathan and 
Melissa Silver on Tuesday, July 20. It was a delightful and informative 
evening.

Following up on our conversation, I would like to formally invite you and 
your family to visit Wolf Trap this summer. There is an exciting line-up of 
shows at the Filene Center this season, and we would be honored if you would 
join us one evening. Some upcoming performances include Ray Charles on 
August 8, Natalie Cole on August 9, Vince Gill on August 13, and Al Jarreau 
on August 22. Peter, Paul and Mary, an annual tradition for many Wolf Trap 
patrons, will perform on August 6 and 7. The enclosed calendar includes a 
full listing of upcoming performances.

K. David Boyer, Jr.
Chairman, Wolf Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts 
Chairman and CEO, TROY Systems, Inc.

It is indeed a privilege to have Hillary Rodham Clinton serve as Honorary 
Chairman of the Wolf Trap Foundation. As America’s National Park for the 
Performing Arts, Wolf Trap plays a valuable leadership role in both the local 
and national performing arts communities. Through a wide range of artistic 
and education programs, Wolf Trap enhances our nation’s cultural life and 
ensures that the arts remain accessible and affordable to the broadest possible 
audiences. We are honored that one of our education programs has been 
designated a White House Millennium partnership. The enclosed materials 
reflect the many facets of Wolf Trap.

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Again, I hope you and your family will join us this summer for a performance 
of your choice. If you or your staff have any questions, please call 
Terrence D. Jones, President and CEO of the Wolf Trap Foundation at 
703/255-1920, or me at 703/218-6700.

Other Officers

Mr. Charles A. Walters, Jr. 

Executive Vice President and CFO 

Ms. Ann McPherson McKee 

Vice President

C. Thomas Hicks 111, Esq. 

General Counsel

Emeriti Directors

The Hon. Gerald R. Ford 

Miss Carol V. Harford 

Mrs. Mary Frances Pearson 

Miss Elizabeth Taylor

Officers and Directors 

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 

Honorary Chairman

Mr. K. David Boyer, Jr. 

Chairman

Ms. Donna M. Atkins 

Mr. David G. Bradley 

Mrs. Joel T. Broyhill 

Ms. Nancy B. Carlson 

Ms. Frank C. Carlucci 

Mrs. Elizabeth C. Clist 

Mr. Ken W. Cole 

Mr. Stanley E. Collender 

Mrs. John T. Conrad 

Mr. Richard W. Dugan 

Mr. G. S. Fitz-Hugh, Jr. 

Mrs. Edward O. Fritts 

Mr. Donald Glickman 

Mr. Patrick W. Gross 

Ms. Michele V. Hagans 

Mr. Christopher W. Hansen 

Ms. Holidae H. Hayes 

Mrs. Shelly Skeens Hazel 

Mr. Thomas W. Hoog 

Dr. Ashok Kaveeshwar 

Mr. Jude Kearney 

Dr. Jay W. Khim 

Mrs. Robert H. Koehler 

Mr. John D. Lacopo 

Mr. James E Lafond 

Mr. William H. Marumoto 

Mr. Richard L. Mays 

Mr. R. Dennis McArver 

The Hon. Norman Y. Mineta 

Dr. Mollie W. Ottina 

Mr. John M. Piecuch 

The Hon. Vincent Puritano 

Mr. Joseph A. Reyes 

Mr. Edgar G. Rios 

Mr. Wayne Shelton 

Dr. Ralph W. Shrader 

Mr. John M. Slosar 

Mrs. Tina B. Small 

The Hon. Robert G. Stanton 

Mr. Andrew M. Stern 

Ms. Linda Weir Sullivan 

Mr. Raul R. Tapia 

Mr. T. Daniel Teamo 

Mr. James M. Underhill 

Ms. Nadine Ann VerStandig 

Mr. Thomas E. Waldrop 

Mr. William L. Walton 

Mrs. Margaret Miller Welch 

Mr. Anthony Welters 

Mr. Earle C. Williams 

Mr. Michael E. Winer

Mr. Terrence D. Jones 

President and CEO 

Ms. Nancy K. Eberhardt

Vice Chairman and Secretary

Dr. Edward H. Bersoff 

Treasurer



July 30, 1999

Dear Nancy:

David’s corporate telephone number at TROY Systems is 703.218.5300,

Sincerely,

C, Richard Allen

Telephone: (202) 857-7100 Fax: (202) 429-5716

At the event at Jonathan Silver’s and Melissa Moss’ house the night of the 20th, the 
President asked me to forward to him information on Wolf Trap that he discussed that 
evening with David Boyer, the organization’s Chair. David has delivered the enclosed to 
me for that purpose.

Honorable Nancy Hernreich
Assistant to the President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D.C.

C. RICHARD ALLEN
President and Chief Executive Officer

NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 
VENTURES

1145 17th Street N.W, Washington, D.C. 20036-4688 

E-mail: rallen@ngs.org @ Recycled-content paper



♦

1145 17th Street N.W
Washington, D.C. 20036-4688

HONORABLE NANCY HERNREICH
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
THE WHITE HOUSE

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC
VENTURES

< (



September 14, 1999

Dear Mr. Brigham:

Sincerely,

o•5«

tniiiiiib

Please convey to Mr. Zed that it is unlikely that Mrs. 
Clinton will be able to accept his kind invitation, as her spring 
schedule is very full. Please convey Mrs. Clinton’s best wishes 
to the group. It was wonderful to hear from you. I well 
remember how helpful you were when you worked for the 
NCEA. I was always grateful. Your life seems to reflect a 
civilized pace with challenging opportunities. Stay healthy.

'On behalf of the First Lady, thank you for your letter 
and invitation for Mrs. Clinton to address the Boys and Girls 
Club of Canada May 31- June 3, 2000 in Saint John, New 
Brunswick.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Frederick H. Brigham, Jr. 
Brigham and Associates
1131 University Blvd. West 
Suite 803
Silver Spring, MD 20902-3346

ifllHilllHIl



September 14, 1999
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Dear Mr. Brigham:

1

great igya

Sincerely,

Lyue-

C.
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Frederick H. Brigham, Jr. 
Brigham and Associates
1131 University Blvd. West 
Suite 803
Silver Spring, MD 20902-3346

attars to

haveih
LHtanyJ

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

/6 ZUX.
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tank you W-atiyou do.
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On behalf of the First Lady, thank you for your letter 
and invitation for Mrs. Clinton to address the Boys and Girls 
Club of Canada May 31- June 3, 2000 in Saint John, New 
Brunswick. i 0

Regrettably, it is unlikely that Mrs. Clinton will be able 
to accept ^pH^kind invitation, as her spring schedule is very 

full. Helping childiun growto be slioiig and healthy is sO~~ 
ttiipuitant. Please accept Mrs. Clinton’a appreciation for the 
Clubo’ vital work, for children along wrth hci best wishes to 
yon and your cnllAagHpq fh-JL. — *

egfett
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Brigham and Associates

July 30, 1999

Ms.Melanne Verveer

Chief of Staff, Office of the First Lady

Room 100, OEOB 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.NW

Washington, DC,20500

Dear Melanne,

I have not spoken with you since I was Executive Assistant to the President of the National Catholic

Educational Association. You may recall that you and I worked on the draft of the letter 

of President Clinton to Catholic Education Administrators during the campaign of 1992

After that ,you were most helpful to me in arranging White House Tours and other

meetings for education leaders during their visits to Washington.

After a heart attack in March of 1995,1 retired from NCEA and am living part time 

in Prince Edward Island , Canada and Silver Spring, Maryland. Over a year ago.

I rotated off the Advisory Council of the National Center of Education Statistics 

after a two year appointment. Presently, I am consulting in education technology 

and am the Executive Producer of a series of interactive video conferences 

on theology for teachers in catholic schools and parishes in the US and Canada.

The series is produced by Golden Dome Productions, University of Notre Dame.

1131 University Blvd.West
Suite 803
Silver Spring, MD.,20902-33.



I am writing to you at this time in behalf of Gregory Zed,

a friend of mine who is President of the Boys and

in Saint John, New Brunswick. It will be attended by representatives from all Canadian Provinces

The first chapter was founded in Saint

John, New Brunswick in 1900. Greg wishes

to invite Mrs. Clinton to address the group on this occasion at a time that

would be convenient to her. He is aware that she will probably be in the

race for the Senate in New York but still wishes to extend her an invitation

given

her continual concern for children and those programs which can make

a difference in their lives. Some of the speakers who are on the program include Dr. Mary

Pipher, author of “ Reviving Ophelia... Saving the Selves of Adolescent Girls “

and “ The Shelter of Each Other... Rebuilding Our Families “ , Dr. Dan Offord,

Professor of Psychiatry and Head of the Division of Child Psychiatry at McMaster

University speaking on children at risk and intervention in early childhood development

And Alan Simmons whose topic is” Organizational Change and How to Tap the Talents We

All Have “. This program will involve participation of the Prime Minister at the President’s

Dinner, the Premier of New Brunswick and other dignataries of the Province and Canada.

Among the political issues of much interest to New England and Upstate New York is

the study of a new highway linking the Maritimes with the US and Canada from

New Brunswick through Maine and New York State. Should she be able to come, Greg

has assured me that she would receive the National Keystone Award in recognition of

her efforts in behalf of children.

Girls Club of Saint John, New Brunswick, Canada. In May, 2000, the Boys and Girls 

Clubs of Canada will celebrate their lOO01 anniversary between May 31st and June 3rd

July 30, 1999
Page 2



After speaking with your Assistant, Ed Woodard, I will suggest that Greg send his formal invitation

to your attention . I would very much

appreciate your indication of her possible availability . I look forward

to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. I can be reached by phone

at 301-593-3234 or by letter at the above address.

Sincerely,

Frederick H. Brigham,Jr.

Cc. Gregory Zed

July 30, 1999
Page 3



September 15, 1999

All the best,

-»

IIIIHh

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Thank you for your letter and the information about Lesley Gore, 
which I’ll be sure to pass along. Your son’s got the right idea. Lucky 
him. Hope you’re doing well too.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Ann Blackman
Time Magazine
555 12 Street, NW Suite 600
Washington, DC 20004

Dear Ann:

niii



September 15, 1999

Dear Ann:

and hope to see-yon . *
»

All the best.

7
Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Ann Blackman
Time Magazine
555 12 Street, NW Suite 600
Washington, DC 20004

Thank you for your letter and the information about Lesley Gore.-^V^^-'^ 

It is always-Uim-teiiing to hcaiTrofri you. Sounds like you are thriving!

Rest wicheS and hope to Si
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Septembers, 1999

Yo Mclanne,

(b)(6)

;ards,Best

Brackman

Melanne Verveer
The White House

Ann Blackman
555 12th Street NW 
Suite 600
Washington, DC 20004
Tel: (202)861-4069
Fax: (202) 777-4245

Should you be interested in entertainers who would like to perform for Mrs. Clinton's 
campaign in New York, I know that Lesley Gore (of "It’s My Party" fame) is a big 
supporter of both the President and the First Lady.

Lesley just finished a stint as guest star in Smokey Joe's Cafe on Broadway. She was, 
simply, knock-you-over fabulous. She owned the stage and the standing ovation went 
on and on. Between gigs, she is currently mounting a musical of her own.

Mrs.Clinton would like Lesley a lot. In person, she is very funny and down-to-earth. 
Also very well read and smart. On stage, she holds the crowd in her hands. We have 
known each other since Sth grade and were best friends through high school. Like Mrs. 
Clinton, Lesley is the kind of person who makes people WANT to turn 50!

You can reach her at her apartment in Manhattan:

Hope you are well. And that you love New York 'cause it sounds like you will be 
spending a lot of time there.

Miss you. Be in touch. And my best to Mrs. Clinton. (Tell her my son Christof called 
last night from Prague where he is spending the semester to tell me he kissed a 
Wellesley girl on the Charles Bridge!)



September 20, 1999

Dear Bill:

It’s wonderful to hear from you. Thanks for thinking of me.

Best wishes,

fill ||

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Thank you for your invitation to the reception for Jones, 
Day, Reavis & Pogue on September 28. I’m sorry I’ll be out of 
town. With such a distinguished group, it’s sure to be a very 
nice evening.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Bill Burton
Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue
PO Box 660623
Dallas, TX 75266-0623



September 17, 1999

Dear Bill:

a
Best wishes,

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

It’s wonderful to hear from you. Hepcia see you' 
sometime aeon!

Bill Burton
Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue
PO Box 660623
Dallas, TX 75266-0623

J)'
Thank you for your invitation to the reception for Jones, 

Day, Reavis & Pogue on September 28. I’m sorry my-scheduic' 
won’t pexmit me-to attendiwith so-many-distinguished 
attendees it’s sure to be a very nice Evening.

v It’s: wonderful to hear from von Kfmrrtn see von~
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August 24, 1999

Dear Melanne:

Sincerely yours,

Bill Burton

Our Guest of Honor will be Jacques de Larosiere, former Managing Director of the 
International Monetary Fund and Governor of the Banque de France. Mr. de Larosiere will 
deliver informal remarks on international financial matters starting at approximately 6:15 p.m. 
He will be introduced by Lord Geoffrey Howe, formerly the Deputy Prime Minister of England 
and the Chairman of the International Monetary Fund Interim Committee. Lord Howe is 
currently Jones Day's Special Adviser on European and International Affairs.

On behalf of Jones, Day. Reavis & Pogue, I would like to invite you to join us at a 
reception to be held on Tuesday, September 28. 1999, from 5:30-8 p.m. on the rooftop of our 
new offices at 51 Louisiana Avenue, N.W. overlooking the Capitol. The reception will be 
attended by leaders from the international banking community in Washington for this year's 
Annual Meetings of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, members and staff 
from the United States Congress, officials from the Administration, and business leaders from 
major corporations throughout the United States and the rest of the world.

The Honorable Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President & Chief of Staff to the First Lady
The White House
Washington, DC ?0500

My partners and I hope it will be possible for you to join us next month. A formal 
invitation and response card will follow shortly. Please feel free to contact me if you would like 
further information about the reception.

ATLANTA • WTOSSELS •IdilCAGO • CLEVELAND • COLUMBUS • DALLAS • FRANKFURT • GENEVA • HONG KONG • IRVINE • LONDON • LOS ANGELES 

NEW DELHI (AN ASSOCIATE FIRM) • NEW YORK • PARIS • PITTSBURGH • RIYADH • SHANGHAI • SYDNEY • TAIPEI • TOKYO • WASHINGTON

JONES, DAY, REAVIS & POGUE
2727 NORTH HARWOOD STREET • DALLAS, TEXAS 75201-1515 

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 660623 • DALLAS, TEXAS 75266-0623 

TELEPHONE: 214-220-3939 • FACSIMILE: 214-969-5100

V

co• Rossels •Ichicago • clevelanc



September 20, 1999

Dear Mr. Burger:

Very best wishes.

Sincerely,

£

Ihiihilli

o—-
Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Thank you for your letter and recommendation for 
Kathleen Murphy, which I have forwarded on to the Office of 
Presidential Personnel. I know they will give her every 
consideration.

Edward J Burger
President
Institute for Health Policy Analysis
1150 18"’Street, NW Suite 275 

Washington, DC 20036

€
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September 17, 1999

Dear Mr. Burger:

Very best wishes.

Sincerely,

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Thank you for your letter and recommendation for 
Kathleen Murphy, which I have forwarded on to the Office of 
Presidential Personnel. I know they will give her every 
consideration.

Edward J Burger
President
Institute for Health Policy Analysis
1150 18th Street, NW Suite 275 

Washington, DC 20036
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Board ot Directors

September 8, 1999

Dear Ms. Verveer:

Sincerely,

Edward J. Burger, Jr., M.ID., Sc.D.Burger, Jr.,EJB/tb

$

S'ap-O8-99 11:29A Institvte for Health Poli 202 463-0674

Peter Barton Hutt 

Covington & Burling

Frederick Seitz 

President Emeritus 

Rxkefeller University

Melanne S. Verveer
Chief of Staff to the First Lady
Office of the First Lady 
Room 100
Old Executive Office Building
Washington, D C. 20500

Edward J. Burger, Ir. M.D. Sc 0 

President

Institute for Health Policy Analysis
1150 18th Street, NW 

Suite 275 

Washington, OC 20036

(202) 463-0673 Fax (202) 463-0674

Roger J Sulger. M.D

President

Association of Academic Health Centers

With your permission, I will call your office in a few days to inquire if there is any 
additional information which you would find helpful In the meantime, thank you once again 

for your attention and assistance

Kathleen’s past career includes considerable experience on the Hill and particularly 
in the defense sector. She served with distinction on the subcommittees on Defense and 
Foreign Operations of the House Appropriations Committee She would bring to her new 
challenge the same remarkable combination of skill and knowledge which she has exhibited 
in the past. She would be a credit to the government and to the department she would 

serve.

I am writing to you to enlist your attention to and support for Kathleen Murphy who 
is currently a candidate for Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Senate Affairs in the 
office of the Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs. Kathleen Murphy serves presently 
as Legislative Assistant in the Bureau for Legislative and Public Affairs in the Agency for 
International Development. In this role, 1 can personally attest to the fact that she has 
performed extraordinarily well in a very challenging setting.



September 17, 1999

Dear Ambassador Buteiko:

Very best wishes and hope all is well with you.

Sincerely,

lllllHHIHli! >

lllllilH

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Thank you for your letter and for apprising us of the Horowitz 
competition winners’ visit to Washington, October 13-17.

Regrettably, Mrs. Clinton will not be in Washington during the 
time the talented young pianists will be visiting. However, I have 
forwarded your letter to Mrs. Gore’s scheduling office in hopes that she 
greet the competition winners.

In any case, my colleagues and I would be happy to welcome the 
Young Pianists to see the White House sometime during their stay in 
Washington. If they would like a tour, please have them contact my 
assistant, Katy Button at (202) 456-6266.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

His Excellency Anton Buteiko
Ambassador
Embassy of Ukraine
3350 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20007
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June 24, 1999

Dear Mrs. Verveer,

Re: The US tour of the winners of the Third International 
Competition for Young Pianists in memory of Vladimir Horowitz

They are to visit New York where they will perform in the-Lincoln Center, as well as 
Boston and Washington, DC. We are currently working on their schedule, and hope to 
arrange at least four events in Washington, including their concerts in Ukrainian and 
Polish Embassies and Japanese Cultural Center. One concert will be organized by the

Mrs Melanne VER VEER 
Assistant to the President 
Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
The White House, DC

nOCOJlbCTBO yKpaiHM 
y CnonyqeHwx UhraTax Amgpmkm 

Embassy of Ukraine

I am pleased to attach hereto a letter of Mr. Yuriy Zilberman, General Director of the 
International Competition for Young Pianists in memory of Vladimir Horowitz, 
addressed to the First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton who kindly sent her greetings to the 
competitors of the Third Horowitz Competition which was held this April in Kyiv.

You will also find enclosed herewith several medals of the winners of Horowitz 
competition as well as information on this year’s participants. I have been very glad to 
learn that one of the winners comes from the USA. His name is Jian Liu, and he 
currently studies at the Desert Mountain High School in class of Prof. Caio Pagano.

It is my pleasure to inform you that four winners of the Competition will tour the US 
this October: Vadym Kholodenko, Ukraine (1st prize, 3rd group), Daniil Shleyenkov, 
Byelarus (1st prize, 2nd group), Oleksiy Grynyuk, Ukraine (1st prize, 1st group) and 
Seiko Tsukamoto, Japan (2nd prize, 1st group).

3350 M Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20007 
Tel.: (202) 333-0606, FAX (202) 333-0817 

website: http://UKREMB.COM
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Looking forward to further cooperation.

Sincerely,

Enclosure

Anton Buteiko
Ambassador

The visit to the White House and, hopefully, their meeting with the First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, by all means, would be the highlight of their trip to the US. Further to 
our previous conversation, I would appreciate it if you could fix a date of such a visit 
between 13 and 17 of October, 1999.

Cultural Fund of The Washington Group, and one more will be supported by the 
American Jewish Committee and the National Conference of Soviet Jewry.



September 15, 1999

Dear Ambassador Buteiko:

r

I

/

Very best wishes and hope all is well with you.

Sincerely,

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

His Excellency Anton Buteiko
Ambassador
Embassy of Ukraine
3350 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20007

Thank you for your letter and lotting us know about the 
Horowitz competition winners’ visit to Washington, October 13-17. 

/■

Regrettably, Mrs. Clinton^eheduttr won't peuiiil her to meet 

■the Young Pianists- as she is scheduled to be Out Of town on those dates. 
However, I have forwarded your letter to Mrs. Gore’s scheduling office 
in hopes that she may be able to meet with the competition winners.

In any case, would be happy to welcome the Young Pianists 
to see the White House sometime during their stay in Washington. If 
they would like a tour, please have them contact my assistant Katy 
Button at (202) 456-6266.



June 24, 1999

Dear Mrs. Verveer,

Re: The US tour of the winners of the Third International 
Competition for Young Pianists in memory of Vladimir Horowitz

They are to visit New York where they will perform in the Lincoln Center, as well as 
Boston and Washington, DC. We are currently working on their schedule, and hope to 
arrange at least four events in Washington, including their concerts in Ukrainian and 
Polish Embassies and Japanese Cultural Center. One concert will be organized by the

Mrs Melanne VERVEER 
Assistant to the President 
Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
The White House, DC

rioconbCTBO YnpaiHw 
y CnonyneHHX UlTajax AiviepwKw 

Embassy of Ukraine

I am pleased to attach hereto a letter of Mr. Yuriy Zilberman, General Director of the 
International Competition for Young Pianists in memory of Vladimir Horowitz, 
addressed to the First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton who kindly sent her greetings to the 
competitors of the Third Horowitz Competition which was held this April in Kyiv.

You will also find enclosed herewith several medals of the winners of Horowitz 
competition as well as information on this year’s participants. I have been very glad to 
learn that one of the winners comes from the USA. His name is Jian Liu, and he 
currently studies at the Desert Mountain High School in class of Prof. Caio Pagano.

It is my pleasure to inform you that four winners of the Competition will tour the US 
this October: Vadym Kholodenko, Ukraine (1st prize, 3rd group), Daniil Shleyenkov, 
Byelarus (1st prize, 2nd group), Oleksiy Grynyuk, Ukraine (1st prize, 1st group) and 
Seiko Tsukamoto, Japan (2nd prize, 1st group).

3350 M Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20007 
Tel.: (202) 333-0606, FAX (202) 333-0817 

website: http://UKREMB.COM
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Looking forward to further cooperation.

Sincerely,

Enclosure

Anton Buteiko
Ambassador

Cultural Fund of The Washington Group, and one more will be supported by the 
American Jewish Committee and the National Conference of Soviet Jewry.

The visit to the White House and, hopefully, their meeting with the First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, by all means, would be the highlight of their trip to the US. Further to 
our previous conversation, I would appreciate it if you could fix a date of such a visit 
between 13 and 17 of October, 1999.
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September 15, 1999

Dear Ambassador Buteiko:

Regrettably, Mrs. Clinton will not be in Washington during the

the competition winners.

Very best wishes and hope all is well with you.

Sincerely,

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

His Excellency Anton Buteiko
Ambassador
Embassy of Ukraine
3350 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20007

In any case, my colleagues and I would be happy to welcome the 
Young Pianists to see the White House sometime during their stay in 
Washington. If they would like a tour, please have them contact my 
assistant, Katy Button at (202) 456-6266.

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

C. I Onne,

Clopy +Q Mrs, 
Gore’s
Of-Qce? 

-pie­

time the talented young pianist'sSnsii^However, I have forwarded your 

letter to Mrs. Gore’s scheduling office m hopes that she may be able to

-■’J■r-
Thank you foi/your letter and^apprising us of the Horowitz 

competition winners visit to Washington, October 13-17.



Dear Charlie:

Very best wishes and my apologies.

All the best,

■i

ioiuiiii H

Si

Charles C. Bergman
Chairman of the Board
The Pollock-Krasner Foundation
863 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10021

Thank you for your letter and many kind words. I was 
so very sad to learn that you did not receive an invitation to the 
National Medal of Arts ceremony this year. It was an 
unfortunate oversight on our part. I wish you had called me. It 
would have been rectified instantly.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 18, 1999

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady



September 29, 1999

Dear Melanne:

Needless to say, you are a valued friend and colleague always.

With warm regards,

As ever.

Charles C. Bergman

CCB/bsc

In the spirit of our friendship. I want to tell you that 1 was amazed and frankly rather hurt that I 
was not invited to attend the National Medals for the Arts Ceremony this year as I have been 
invited for the last fifteen years. My good friend, George Segal, was honored as you know and I 
was embarrassed to have to tell him that I never received an invitation.

Telephone (212) 517-5400
Fax (212) 288-2836

I fully realize that this oversight is not even in your office, but considering the role I am honored 
to play in the arts and the respect that 1 have shown the White House by my attendance, I really 
thought that this matter deserved being brought to your attention.

I have been remiss in not thanking you for your gracious and lovely letter of June 9, which I 
deeply appreciated receiving. Considering how overwhelmed and busy you must be you were 
more than kind and thoughtful to write as you did.

The Pollock-Krasner Foundation, inc.
863 PARK AVENUE

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10021

Charles C. Bergman
Chairman of the Board

Eugene Victor Thaw
President

Kerrie Buitrago
Executive Vice President

Ms. Melanne Verveer
First Lady’s Chief of Staff 
The White House
Washington, D C. 20500


