



































OF MANY THINGS

AM A NEWS JUNKIE. I could
happily spend much of my day reading
newspapers and keeping up to date on

tics since I have always considered AMER-
ICA a journal of opinion, not of news. We
have never gone out of our way to cover
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losses to hedge funds, and more. There are Another question in the survey asked
constant developments in politics, eco- about “changes that may appear in future ARTICLES =
nomics, science and culture that are too issues of AMERICA.” The change consid- Robert A. Senser — High-Priced Shoes,
numerous to follow. ered important by the most respondents Low-Cost Labor 9
Add to that religious and church (69 percent) was “‘more information about David L. Martinson — The Church and
issues, and the news mountain grows: a | people.” Finally, the third-highest reason Public Relations: Some Important
murdered bishop in Guatemala, a new readers say AMERICA is not what they Lessons ) 14
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groups, church involvement in low- was that it “‘needs to be more current/up-
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on married clergy, ecumenical dialogues Our new feature, Signs of the Times, is POEM
all over the place, Vatican interventions an attempt to respond to the desire of our Jaime Staraitis — Charity 19
on third world debt.... readers for up-to-date news about the
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establishment.

You will notice something new in this
week’s issue of AMERICA. Beginning on
page 4 we have added a new feature called
Signs of the Times, which will report
items of news that we think will be of
interest to AMERICA readers, whether you
are a news junkie or not.

The idea for this feature was conceived
during a flight from New York to Los
Angeles while I was reading the results of |
a survey of AMERICA readers conducted in
1994. One of the findings was that 73 per-
cent of AMERICA readers said they obtain
most of their religious or church news
from AMERICA. Fifty-eight percent of the
respondents said that a “‘primary reason
for reading AMERICA™ is for “news of
events and people in the religious world.”

Frankly, [ was surprised by these statis-

Signs of the Times will take up only
two pages of the magazine, and most of
the stories will be brief. Over the course of
weeks, we plan to cover many issues in
many parts of the world. We believe that
our busy readers will value our efforts to
focus on the most important and interest-
ing events of the week. We are limiting
the feature to two pages in order not to
alter the basic character of AMERICA as a
publication of in-depth analysis and
thoughtful opinion.

We hope you will enjoy Signs of the
Times and that it will help you keep up to
date on what is happening in the church
and world each week. Even if you are not
a news junkie, we think that you will find
at least one or two items of interest each
week in these pages. Let us know what

you think. T.R.
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