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December 16,1998

Dear Sister Joan:

Thank you for your letter about relief to Central America in the wake of Hurricane Mitch.

Sincerely,

P. S. I do remember you and most especially your commitment to social justice.

Sister Joan Hart, SSND
6401 North Charles Street 
Baltimore, MD 21212-1099

THE WHITE HOUSE

WAS HIN GTO N

The President and the First Lady share your concern about the people of the region and 
every effort is being made to provide significant assistance ranging from food aid and medicines 
to rebuilding bridges and roads. Recently Mrs. Clinton visited Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala 
and El Salvador where she was able to see the effects of the storm first hand. We also spent time 
in the Domini can Republic and Haiti which have yet to recover from Hurricane George. During 
the trip, she announced some of the additional initiatives the US is taking to help these countries 
recover from the severe devastation and we are working diligently on the long term 
reconstruction needs as well as exploring the debt relief issues, immigration, and CBI 
enhancement. Last week, the President met with the leaders of Central America and announced 
additional U.S. support. He also said he would be traveling to the region in February.

-—
Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

I know Mrs. Clinton would want me to convey her appreciation for all you are doing to 
help those affected by the storm and for what you do each and every day. Very best wishes and 

thank you for all you do. J Hr") '■



December 13, 1998

Dear Sister Joan:

g a
/ J

Sincerely,

P. S. I do remember you and most especially your commitment to social justice.

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Sister Joan Hart, SSND
6401 North Charles Street 
Baltimore, MD 21212-1099

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

A

reconstruction needs as well as exploring the debt relief issues, immigration, and CBI 
enhancement, f

Thank you for your letter about relief to Central America in the wake of Hurricane Mitch.

The President and the First Lady share/your concern about the people of the region and 

every effort is being made to provide significant assistance ranging from food aid and medicines 
to rebuilding bridges and roads. Recently Mrs. Clinton visited Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala 
and El Salvador where she was able to see the effects of the storm first hand. We also spent time 
in the Dominican Republic and Haiti which have yet to recover from Hurricane George. During 
the trip, she announced some of the additional initiatives the US is taking to help these countries 
recover from the severe devastation and we are working diligently on the long term 
reconstruction needs as well as exploring the debt relief issues, immigration, and CBI 

enhancement, „

I know Mrs. Clinton would want me to convey her appreciation for all you are doing to •
help those affected by the storm and for what you do each and every day. Very best wishes and /^_ 

thank you for all you do.
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November 12,1998

Dear Melanne,

Sincerely, 

♦

taan Hart, SSND

APOSTOLIC WOMEN RELIGIOUS IN MISSION

We met years ago in your pre-White House days, but I’m sure you won’t remember. Anything 
you can do to help us bring the debt relief question to center stage will be appreciated.

Melanne Verveer
Office of the First Lady 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500

Argentina • Austria • Bolivia • Brazil • Canada • Chile • Czechoslovakia • Dominican Republic • El Salvador • England • Germany • Ghana • Guam • Guatemala • Honduras • Hungary

Italy • Japan • Kenya • Liberia • Mexico • Nepal • Nigeria • Paraguay • Peru • Poland • Puerto Rico • Rumania • Sierra Leone • Sweden • The Gambia • USA • Yap • Yugoslavia

SCHOOL
SISTERS
OF 
NOTRE
DAME

Jim Hug, SJ suggested that I send the enclosed letter to Mrs. Clinton through you. I can imagine 
the mountain of mail she receives each day, yet the question of immediate debt relief for the 
Central American countries devastated by Hurricane Mitch is so important that I hope you can 
bring this urgent concern to her attention.

6401 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland
21212-1099
Phone(410) 377-7774 
Fax (410)377-5363

♦
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December 16,1998

■:

Dear Ambassador Hrinak,

With very best wishes,

'( •

Thank you so much for the articles from the 
Bolivian press about the Vital Voices conference in 
Montevideo. It is helpful to see the coverage in the foreign 
media.

THE WHITE HOUSE 
'WASHINGTON

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

The conference was excellent and I know the First 
Lady will continue to do all she can to further women’s 
progress. Thank you for all you do to make it real. Hope all 
is well in La Paz!

Donna Hrinak
Ambassador
US Embassy, La Paz
Avenue Arce No. 2780, La Paz
APO AA 34032

|
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December 14, 1998

Dear Ambassador Hrinak,

With very best wishes.

Thank you so much for the articles from the 
Bolivian press about the Vital Voices conference in _ 
Montevideo. We-are always intw«£t»<fxi coverage the 

foreign media.

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

The conference was excellent and I know the First 
Lady enjoyed it very much. Thank you for all you did to

Donna Hrinak
Ambassador
US Embassy, La Paz
Avenue Arce No. 2780, La Paz
APO AA 34032

kJ
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make it posstbfe. Hope all is well in La Paz!
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Embassy of the United States of America

La Paz, Bolivia

November 7, 1998

20500

Dear Melanne:

Sincerely yours.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President 

and Chief of Staff to the 
First Lady

The White House
Washington, D.C.

i

Dorna J. Hrinak 
Ambassador

It was great meeting you in Montevideo. I'm sure it is no 
surprise to you to hear the First Lady's participation at the 
Vital Voices conference was the highlight of the event — and a 
real inspiration to all of us attendees. On behalf of the 
Bolivia delegation (and for myself!), thank you for encouraging 
her to come.

I thought you might be interested in the enclosed samples 
of Bolivian press coverage of the Vital Voices conference and 
follow-on. If I or any of the Embassy La Paz team can be of help 
to you regarding Vital Voices or any other matter, please feel 
free to call on us.
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Sobre todo una herramienta 

para los objetivos femeninos
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IJmanle la terceia conlciencia nnindial "Voces 
UEscnciales" y el p,liner encuentro de MO 

muleres lideres de las Americas quo tuvo lugar en 

Montevideo, Uruguay, fue sobresaliente la 

presencia de Hillary Clinton, en su calidad de 

primera dama de Estados Unidos, conro tambien 

el respaldo del Banco Inleramericano de Desarrolo 

y de su presidente Enrique Iglesias, co- 

auspiciador del evento.

Desde luego. una gran oportunidad para los 

f rentes lenreninos donde se pudo dejar sentado 

que el terna de la mu jer es tema de todos. 

Como parte de esta nota inlormativa. la seriora 

Mirny Ortiz de Gasser, presidenla de FUNBODEM 

y una de las once invitadas bolivianas, dio a 

conocer que un capilulo aparte merece la 

carismdlica Donna Hrinak, embajadora de Estados 

Unidos en Bolivia. Tanto ella como sus inmedialas 

colaboradoras Jill Rhodes. Kate Byrnes. Maryann

Minutillo y Roxana CJrdenas son las responsables 

de darcontinuidad al programs "Voces

Esenciales" en nuestro pais.

LA DELEGACION BOLIVIANA
Bolivia participb con una importanle delegacion de 

once mujeres represenlativas de nueslra sociedad. 

quienes cumplieron con una singular parlicipacidn 

como panelistas y. por otro lado, por sus 

trayectorias en el campo de la superacion 

femenina. Todas ellas lueron mollvo de 

admiracidn por el conocimienlo de la temdtica y 

porque usaron la palabra de manera sencilia y 

brillanle.

Virginia Gillum de Quiroga, esposa del vice- 

presidenle. con una f irmeza increible dejd 

escuchar su voz y el compromiso de trabajar para 

que se ponga en prSctica en Bolivia Io acordado 

durante el encuentro. Siendo que ya ha pueslo 

empeiio para hacer realidad la FundaciPn para la 

Mu jer Boliviana.

Lidia Cardenas que tuvo el privileglo de 

compartir la testera de la conferencia con las 

pt inter as damas de Uruguay y Estados Unidos. 

nos hizo sentir orgullosas, hablo como mujer. 

como maestra y como Indlgena, ganandose el 

tespelo de la audiencla que se puso de pie para 

aplaridirla.

Sonia Montano, fue otra ganadora de 

estruendosos aplausos por su presentation acerca 

de las tematicas que maneja con maeslria: derecho 

yliderazgofernenino.
Elizabeth litiguez la primera boliviana que 

llegd a Ministra Constilutional de la Code, 

participb con la ponencia 'Que la refomia legal 
irabaje en beneficio de la mujer". Con gran 

sobriedad y marcadisimo cxito puso err tela de 

juicio la necesidad de lograr la meta de la igualdad 

juridica enlre el hombre y la mujer para el 2002. 

Ivette de Antezana lue panelista del lema Las 

pequenas emptesas y el acceso al credilo", y Io 

hizo con la capacidad y experiencias ganadas en la 

Fundacion Bolinvest, de la coal ella es pieza 

importanle.

Mirny Ortiz de Gasser y Cecilia Campero 
esluvieron encargadas dedesanollar el terna "El 

uso del crddito en el mejoramiento del poder 

econdmico de la mujer". el cual concitd mucho 

Inleres por la agilidad de su propuesta. contando 

con plan de action, melas para el mismo v pasns 

para logratio a corto y largo plazo.

Ericka Brokman, senadora de la republica gand 

nola 100 no solo por su calidad hunrana y su 

hermosa presencia llsica. sino pot su conviction 
de un cambio en las esfructuras politicas que 

lavorezcan a la mujer.

Rosaly Ledezma, jovenabogada ha podido 

deslacarse por su activismo en las reformas 

judiciales.

Teresa Montano, como siempre sobresaliente 

dando a conocer su papel de delensora de causas 

dillciles.

Basilia Catari, lider indlgena y secretaria 

general para Latinoamerica de las trabajadoras del 

hogar. completd la participation boliviana 

hablando de su realidad y de las vivencias reales 

de la mayoria lemenina poslergada por falta de 

oporlunidades

1 . .

if .
P'

SIT’'ft

“Voces

f H ’ i 
z I

b. ..... '

■

Ji

j

■M
KJ

0

!

i tin

J

V"!

■

fe t

. ■

Enrique l.esras, pres^ ^^^^aUinicana

r.'4 

^opment I §
rrrni1

1

to? t

A



EL DEBER

SANTA CRUZ 2 1 Oil. PAG
U S I s

. ?

II illary Clinton fue la iniciadora de las 
II conferencas "Voces Esenciales",

EL DEBER

. ■ X

Hillary Rodham Clinton
Necesitamos compartir 
experiencias 
y construir redes y 
asociaciones mas fuertes

siendo que la orimera fue Nevada a cabo 

en 1997, en V ena. Desde entonces se ha 

extendido por Iodo el mundo y, 

ultimamente en Uruguay, durante el 

primer encuentro de lideres de nuestro 

hemisferio destacd en su discurso a todas 

aquellas mujeres que han luchado durante 

tanto tiempo, que han alentado a miles de 

personas en las Americas porque nunca 
se han dado por vencidas con respecto a 
Si mismas y sus futuros.

Hizo tambien buenas preguntas: tComo 

asegurar que la democracia y las 
economias de libre mercado produzcan 

mejores vidas para todos, especialmente 
los pobres y los marginados? <,C6mo 

creamos condiciones para que las 
mujeres tengan las oportunidades para 

tener plena participacion en sus 

sociedades? iComo fortalecer la 

sociedad civil y sus instituciones? iComo 
expandir la participacion politica de la 

mujer en la vida publica? ^Como 
fortalecer el imperio de la ley. y como 

promover el acceso de la mujer a las 
oportunidades econbmicas?
Sobre todo, la primera dama senalo que 

las mujeres reunidas en este primer 

encuentro de lideres de las Americas 
somos benditas. Si bien muchas han 
sufrido, el espiritu no se quebrantd. Pero 

piensen en las miles y miles de mujeres 

de las que nadie habla, que creen que no 

valen nada, a las que se les ha negado la 

educacion e incluso la asistencia medica 

basica. ^Que haremos nosotras para 

elevar nuestras voces esenciales por 

ellas?

“Espero que al abrir el sistema legal para 

tener mds magistradas y mujeres fiscales, 
las mujeres se aseguren que se respeten 

los derechos de la mujer y que el estado 

de derecho se afiance en todos nuestros 

paises.
Manana, cada una de ustedes tendra la 

oportunidad de asistir a talleres de 
tormacion politica y de medios de 

informacion, auspiciado por USAID, los 

Companeros de las Americas, la Liga de 

Mujeres Volantes, y la USIA, a traves de 

la campana internacional de la mujer. Esta 

es una forma en la que podran probar y 

mejorar sus capacidades y aprender 

acerca de como llevar los mensajes de 
esta conferencias a sus hogares.
Unamos nuestras energias para trabajar 

juntas y asegurarnos que estas voces se 

escuchen. Creo que tenemos una gran 

oportunidad por delante".

it ***■

* * ’^53



^ST EL DIARIO

zo

< •'

r^u-

-nV*
!■•
>z

1

; i

/ zfc

r. >*Cw

' v.:-

jSI

Ihiiiak se tfu/na ct la cruzada

Parlamentarias impulsan
Encuentro Nacional de Mujeres
Las mujeres de Bolivia organizartn el “Encuentro Nacional de Mujeres” con ' 

el propdsito de crear la igualdad de oportunidades para la vida, salud, justi- 
cia, toma de decisiones y una existencia plena en libenad.
La iniciativa cuenta con el respaldado de quienes participaron en la confe- 

rencia “Voces Esenciales", que se llevd adelante en Montevideo Uruguay, el 
mes pasado.
De concretarse, el encuentro femenino se realizard a finales del mes de mar- 

zo del prdximo ado.
El "Encuentro Nacional de Mujeres" tiene entre sus objetivos informar so- 

bre todos los derechos y garantfas con las que cuenta la pobiacidn femenina, 
lograr organizar a las mujeres para que encuenuen soluciones a sus proble- 
mas, capacitarlas, de manera que se consdtuyan en gufa de su comunidad, pa- 

"bROCKMANN81*5 compafleras y brinden soluciones a sus dificultades.

La senadora del Movimiento de la Izquieida Revolucionano (MIR), Erika 
Brockmann sostuvo que para “las mujeres" la conferencia de Montevideo no 
file un punto de llegada, sino un nuevo punto de partida, para actuar como 
equipo plural a favor del sexo femenino”.
Expuso que a travds de la Agenda norteamericana USAID, se canal izarf 120 

millones de ddlares en los prdximos ires aflos, monto que serf destinado al 
sector de la microempresa en el pals y, de esa cantidad el 60 por dento serf 
para las mujeres.
“Este encuentro se constituirf en un espacio de dialogo, consults, concerta- 

d6n y de busqueda unitaria de respuestas al problems de la pobreza y desi- 
gualdad que se presentan en su mayorfa y afectan a las mujeres”, anadid 
Brockmann.
Ese encuentro tiene a la Vicepresidencia de la Republics como el eje trans­

versal del gobiemo y cuenta con el apoyo de organizaciones intemacionales, 
no gubemamentales, territoriales de base y otras instituciones con personeria 
jurfdica.
KRINA K

La Embajadora de los Estados Unidos en Bolivia, Donna Hrinak sostuvo 
que el gobiemo de su pafs quiere subrayar “los derechos de la mujer" que son 
parte fundamental del respeto a los derechos humanos.
Agregd que la inclusion de la mujer en la sociedad como participante plena, 

es un elemento importante del espiritu de integracidn que se siente cada vez 
nrfs fuerte en este hemisferio”.
“Lo que tenemos que hacer ahora - aftadid Hrinak - es llevar este mensaje 

de unidad para las mujeres de Bolivia y a todo el hemisferio. para que se dd 
seguimiento a un movimiento muy importante que logic la igualdad de gdne- 
ro para el 2002”.
VOCES EN MONTEVIDEO

10 mujeres bolivianas iutuiificauas con diferentes sectores y campos de nues- 
tra sociedad, representaron a Bolivia en la conferencia Voces Esenciales de las 
Americas: La mujer en la Democracia. en Montevideo, que estuvo organizada 
por los Estado Unidos y el Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo (BID).
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Hillary Clinton fue la invitada de 
gala de una cita regional feme- 
nina realizada en la capital uru- 
guaya. La Primera Dama de los 
Estados Unidos estuvo acompa- 
nada por 400 mujeres, la mayor 
parte de America Latina, quie- 
nes la aplaudieron de pie al des- 
cubrir, y en algunos casos confir- 
mar, su gran estatura polftica.

"Mujeres en Democracia" 
era el nombre del encuentro or- 
ganizado por el Departamento 
deEstadoyel Banco Interameri- 
canode Desarrollo. En Montevi­
deo estuvieron presentes em- 
presarias, polfticas, profesiona- 
les, alcaldesas, juezas, indige- 
nas, negras y Ifderes de cuanto 
color y volumen monetario pue- 
da imaginarse. Once iban en re- 
presentacidn de Bolivia, y una 
de ellas, nuestra columnista So­
nia Montano, nos hace ahora 
una semblanza humana del ca- 
risma de la abogada progresista 
Hillary Clinton, esa mujer que ya 
hace algunos anos quiso im- 
plantarel seguro de salud en los 
Estados Unidos.

Para Montano, Hillary es un 
cerebro pragm^tico que ha 
aprendido a esperar el memen­
to oportuno para actuar bajo 
marcos democraticos.

I
Lt |

SI

1

AC

Hillary, la 
reina de 
Montevideo

Rigs

<41

a*,-, ’"i

rC' 
p- 

F

It) ■1



LA fPRENSAus/s

PAG INALAPAZ,

LA GENTE LA PALA PRENSA

400 mujeres americanas hablaron de democracia

Mas de $us 150 millones
para apoyar a las mujeres

FOTO: REUTERS
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Voces esenciales: las mujeres hablaron de democracia y potenciamiento politico

Voces esenciales:
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■ La reunion "Voces esenciales 
de las Americas: Mujeres en 
la democracia”, celebrada en 
Montevideo, Uruguay, entre 
el I y el 3 de octubre, de|6 un 
resultado altamente favora­
ble para la region: m£s de 150 
millones de dolares para el 
potenciamiento de las mu|e-

Delegaci6n plurai.
La delegacidn que representd al 
pais, lejos de lo que se podrfa supo-

Los 150 millones de dolares, 
que serdn donados por el gobierno 
de los Estados Unidos de Nortea- 
m^rica y el Banco Interamericano de 
Desarrollo (BID), se destinar^n a 
tres 5reas fundamentales: derechos 
de las mujeres ypotenciamiento po­
litico; salud sexual y reproductiva; y 
microcrddito para la microempresa 
de mujeres.

En el encuentro, organizado 
por la Secretarfa de Estado de los 
EE.UU. y el BID, participaron aproxi- 
madamente 400 mujeres de todo el 
continente, desde la primera dama 
de los Estados Unidos, Hillary Clin­
ton, que mostrd un renovado com- 
promiso con las luchas de igualdad 
de g^nero y democracia. hasta mu­
jeres indigenes, entre ellas, la espo- 
sa del ex Vicepresidente, Lidia Kata- 
rl de Cardenas.

i
i

0^3

^2. _____ ‘ > liderazgos politicos de mujeres,
de reclamo", dijo la Primera Dama apoyo a la formacion y capacitacidn 
estadounidense. de mujeres lideres, el impulso de

Al respecto, Montano comentd agendas politicas con la participa- 
que su percepcidn es que en los Es- ci6n o no de los partidos politicos.

•vp-v i

J

ner de una reunidn a nivel oficial, no 
s6lo estuvo compuesta de mujeres 
relacionadas al actual Gobierno, si- 
no que tambten contd con la partici- 
pacidn de mujeres que destacaron 
durante la pasada gestidn guberna- 
mental, como Lidia Katari o la pro- 
pia Sonia Montafio.

Tambi^n estuvieron en Monte­
video la esposa del vicepresidente 
Jorge Quiroga, Ginger Quiroga; la 
abogada Teresa Montafio, la sena- 
dora Ericka Brockmann, Mimi de 
Gasser, del Banco de la Mujer en 
Santa Cruz, y un grupo de mujeres 
relacionadas con el tema de la mi­
croempresa. Destacd tambien la 
presencia de Basilia Katari, bolivia- 
na dirigenta de las trabajadoras del 
hogarde latinoamerica.

En definitiva, el discurso femi- 
nista madura, y la democracia gana.

F

K

CONTKA LA VIOLENCE

Otro de los temas fundamentales en 
la reunion de "Voces esenciales" fue 
el de la violenda que es ejercida 
contra las mujeres. En este sentido, 
Hillary Clinton habld no s6lo de la 
violencia fisica, sino tambien sobre 
todas las formas de discriminacidn 
que afectan a las mujeres.

"El dia que una mujef indigena 
pobre pueda denunciar a la justicia 
el acoso o discriminacidn por parte 
de cualquier persona o funcionario 
pdblico sin tener miedo a las repre- 
salias, habremos ganado la batalla; 
mientras tanto, debemos seguir lu- 
chando”, asegurd la primera dama 
estadounidense.
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tados Unidos "hay una clara preocu- 
Nuevo discurso pacion que ha venido acompanada
Sonia Montafio, una de las integran- de una disponibilidad de recursos 
tes de la delegacidn boliviana, des- muy importante, mSs de 150 millo- 
tacd especialmente la participacion nes de ddlares, que estan poniendo 
de Hillary Clinton, quien lejos del para la regidn para impulsar accio- 
discurso tibio que presento en la IV nes para la mujer".
Conferencia Mundial sobre la Mujer, Asimismo, agregd que es espe- 
en Beijing, China, en 1995, se mos- cialmente significative que "un ban- 
trd comprometida con las luchas en co como el BID empiece a poner pla- 
defensa de los derechos de las mu- ta y recursos para que los estados 
jeres en un contexto de equidad, en empiecen a impulsar (programas 
el cual, sin las mujeres, la democra- para la mujer) ya no desde la margi- 
cia no serfa tai. nalidad o desde las ONG".

"Hay mujeres en America Lati- Entre los programas de fortale- 
na que no tienen derechos mfnimos cimiento previstos por el BID, expli- 
y que nada valen. Por ellas y sus hi- c6 Montafio, est^n la generacidn de 
jos, debemos alzar nuestras voces 1 ‘
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Montevideo, Uruguay, oct. 2.- La boliviano Lidia Katari (cent.) con- 
versa con la primera ddma estadounidense Hillary Clinton (izq.) 
mientras son observadas por la esposa del mandatario uruguayo 
Martha Canessa, durante la conferencia hemisferica “Voces Esen­
ciales de las Americas - Im Mujery la Democracia”. La mujer en La- 
tinoamerica contimia siendo victima de la discriminacion social y et- 
nica. (Telefoto Reuter)
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conferencia sobre el papel de la mujer en democracia

Hillary habla de justicia
FOTO: REUTERS

Uruguay:
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Montevideo / EFE
Jorge Figueroa
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dos Unidos se refirid ademds a la
violencia domestica y asegurd que
"adem^s de afectar la moral de las
mujeres, poneen duda su confianza
en las instituciones y por consi-
guiente en la democracia''

"La violencia familiar y domds-
tica, presente en todas las socieda- HlllarV S6 ha COnvertido en una 
des, esun crimen ycomo tai sedebe figura publica independiente

■ La esposa del Presidente de
los Estados Unidos, Hillary
Rodham Clinton, exhortd ayer
a unas cuatrocientas mujeres
lideres soclales de mas de
treinta paises de America "a
ser la voz de las mas necesita-
das" para lograr una socle-
dad justa y donde se respeten
sus derechos.
La Primera Dama estadouni-

dense pronuncid el discurso cen­
tral de la conferencia "Voces esen­
ciales de las Americas: la mujer en
la democracia" que se celebra en
Montevideo organizada por el Go- de los cargos '
bierno de los Estados Unidos y el La Primera Dama de los Esta-
Banco Interamericano de Desarro- ..............
Ho (BID).

"Hay mujeres en America Lati­
na que no tienen derechos mfnimos
y creen que nada valen, por ellas, y
sus hijos, debemos alzar nuestras

' voces de reclamo", afirmd Hillary
Clinton, recibiendo un entusiasta
aplauso de la concurrencia.

S' CONFERENCIA DE 

esposas de jefes de estado
I •_____ V OE CbhlCRNO DE LAS AMERICA

atacar", afirmd la esposa del presi­
dente de los Estados Unidos, abo- 
gada de profesidn.

"El dfa que una mujer indigena 
pobre pueda denunciar a la justicia 
el acoso o discriminacidn por parte 
de cualquier persona o funcionario 
pdblico sin tener miedo a las repre- 
salias, habremos ganado la batalla; 
mientras tanto deberemos seguir 
luchando", afirmd Hillary y volvid a 
recibir fuertes aplausos de aproba-

Tras destacar la "larga y dura lu- 
cha'de muchas mujeres latinoame- 
ricanas "contra los generales'' du­
rante los regfmenes de facto que en el 
pasado reciente gobernaron a casi 
todos los paises de la region, la Pri­
mera Dama mencionda lasAbuelas 
de Plaza de Mayo.

En la conferencia participan 
mujeres representantes de la activi- 
dad publica y privada de los secto- 
res mds diversos, entreellos gobier- 
nos, parlamentos. empresas, justi­
cia, educacidn, salud, agropecuaria, 
comunidades indfgenas, organiza- 
ciones sociales y otras.

Hillary Clinton asegurd que las 
mujeres polfticas de la regidn "pue- 
den superar sus diferencias y barre- 
ras ideoldgicas y filosdficas" para 
trabajar unidas en la busqueda de 
un bien comiin "en asuntos de inte- 
res recfproco

Destacd la actuacidn de las de- 
nominadas redes de mujeres polfti­
cas recientemente creadas en Para­
guay y Uruguay "que nos estdn dan- 
do una leccidn y enviando un men- 
saje positive, incluso para mi pais", 
agregd.

Como ejemplo de superacidn, 
Hillary Clinton dtd el caso del Parla- 
mento de Colombia en el que las 
mujeres "ocupan mds de un tercio
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ENCUEFJTitO
Uruguay une 

a dos damas: 

Lidia y Hillary
Lidia Catari, esposa del 
ex vicepresidente de 
nuestro pals, Victor Hu­
go Cardenas, vistiendo 
su tipica indumentaria 
conversa con la prime- 
ra dama de los EE.UU., 
Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton; mientras la obser- 
va la primera dama de 
Uruguay, Martha Ca­
nessa. La Conferencia 
"Voces Vitales de Ame­
rica, las Mujeres y la 
Democracia", reunio 
en Uruguay a las mas 
connotadas damas de 
Latinoamerica para tra- 
tar temas sobre la dis- 
criminacldn social y 6t- 
nlca.
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La capacitacion de la mujer /
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cuai se imercaiuuiaiaii — r-~ ^vnn^tn« n In
ias e ideas de las mujeres en gadas naaonales seran expuesto; a a

i
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Donna Rhinak
Embajadora de EE.VU.

equidad.

w z

1

porque esta es un seguimiento de las Publica encontro dos prohlemas: la 
iniciativas, indico la Embajadora. « nnnrtiinidad. La de

PONENCIAS: La reunion se Leyes y Liderazgo reconoce que se 
realizara entre el uno y tres de avanzd en a legislacion, pero hay

Bolivia tiene buena experiencia en 
el microcredito, recordo la 
diplomdtica al afirmar que lo que

Los planteamientos de las dele-

reunion continental. Al retorno se 
 delinird un plan de accidn y 

lograr la difundiran los temas tratados. (anf)

w
F /

ft

J

es la inversion mas rentable

La capacitacidn y educacidn de la 
mujer es la inversidn mas rentable 
para cualquier pafs, puesto que tista
extiende los conocimientos no sdlo a
sus hijos, sino tambten hasta los
nietos; en cambio si se educa a un
hombre sdlo se ensena a un ser

humano. 
El papel de la mujer en la lucha

contra la pobreza es fundamental,
precisamente por el rol que tiene en 
la sociedad, indico la embajadora de
Estados Unidos, Donna Rhinak, al
recordar que los multiples estudios
sobre cdmo promover el desarrollo
de un pafs coinciden en que “la mejor
inversion es invertir en la mujer y en
su educacidn”.

La diplomatica destacd la impor-
tancia de la reunibn de 400 dele-
gadas de las mujeres del continente
en Uruguay, en la cual intercam-
biaran experiencias e ideas sobre la

participacidn de dsta en la democra- 
cia y el desarrollo de cada pafs.
“Voces esenciales” es parte de la

agenda americana.
La delegation boliviana estara

integrada por diez mujeres de distin- 
tos sectores. La idea es llevar un La de economfa y negocios estable- 
grupo representativo de Bolivia a la cj<$ los problemas de acceso al finan- 
primera reunidn de mujeres de 34 ciamiento y a los mercados para

La comision de Polftica y Vida 
’ i 

capacitacidn y oportunidad. La de

octubre en Montevideo, Uruguay, que difundirlas. 

en la cual se intercambiardn expe­

riencias -------------
los 34 pafses, lo que permitira cono-
cer las acciones que ejecutan en las 
distintas naciones . para I „

L r- I -ir

beneficia a la mujer en este pafs tam- 
bien es importante para la mujer en 

Estados Unidos.
Se formaron tres grupos de trabajo 

para elaborar las ponencias 
nacionales en la reunidn de Uruguay.

grupo representativo de Bolivia a la ci6 los problemas de acceso al finan-

pafses del continente que partici- colocar sus productos. 
paron en las Cumbres americanas, ’ !-!X“ D

iniciativas, indicd la Embajadora.
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4 Las mujeres bolivianas quieren mayor equidad y participacidn

Bolivianas en politica y la sociedadMujeres y progreso econdmico
“La institucionalidad es el mecanismo que

I

JI

r

/ ^1

I
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.iez Ifderes femeninas en diversos campos de la actividad 
Iprofesional y social, representardn al pat's en el evento 

intemacional "Voces Esenciales de las AmMcas: 
Mujeres en Democracia" que se desarrollard en Montevideo, 
Uruguay del 1 al 3 de octubre

Uno de estos sectores es el de las traba 
jadoras del hogar, cuya legislacidn esid sien 

do tratada en el Congreso.
Basilia Catari, que representa desde hace 

varios alios los intereses de las Uabajadoras 
del hogar y una de nuestras resentantes, s i 
esle foro latinoamericano “como una opor 
tunidad de avanzar juntas" hacia objetiwrs 

comunes. "Yo creo que ha habido un gran j 
cambio”, resalta Catari, "porque mujeres J 

humildes como las trabajadoras del hogar 
estAn aquP participahdo de un grupo tan ■ 
heterogdneo.
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Mitad de los votantes y un tercio de los je­
fes de familia son mujeres en Bolivia. Desde 
su mds temprana edad las mujeres se destacan 
en actividades como la escuela, donde segdn 
el SIMECAL, las nihas obtienen mejores re- 
sultados que los nifios.

Pent ni el significative ndmero de votan­
tes, ni su rol dentro de la economla familiar, o 
la ventaja de ser mejor educadas desde peque- 
has les ha valido a las mujeres bolivianas las 
condiciones necesarias para alcanzar la equi­
dad que redaman a travds de diferentes orga- 
niaaciones civiles de gdnero.

En busca de ideas y caminos concretos que 
ayuden a equihbrar la participacidn de hombres 
y mujeres en dmbitos tan diversos como la jus- 
ticia, la politica y la economia 10 bolivianas, se- 
leccionadas de cerca de 80 profesionales, llegan 
mahana a Montevideo, Uruguay para partici­
par en el encuentro “Voces Esenciales de las 
Americas: Mujeres en Democracia" organiza- 
do por el gobierno de los Estados Unidos y el 
Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo.

'fells

i.

“Voces esenciales” de Bolivia en Uruguay

■ J:"
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S6lo 3% de los representantes naciona-
les en la Clmara de Senadores viste falda y falta para dar continuidad a los procesos de i 
usa maquillaje. Nuestro gabinete tiene ape- cambio -dice Montaiio- para as! convenir l>« 

nas una mujer. A pesar de represent casi en politica estatal. Sdlo asi viabilizaremos lis | 
50% de los Votos en dpoca de elecciones, la demandas de equidad y genero”. 
politica es aun un juego donde priman los Si bien el pals atraviesa una era de cam 
pantalonesy la participacidn femenina estd bios donde la participacidn lanto de horn
lejos de alcanzar los niveles de igualdad bres como mujeres estd siendo garantizadi 
implantados en muchas de nuestras leyes. en el papel, las tres participantes boliviao?

Uno de los tres puntos a tratarse en la de las discusiones sobre Politicas y Sociedad
cqnferencia de Montevideo es justamente Civil de la conferencia “Voces Esenciales ’ !
aquel que tiene que ver con la participacidn aseguran que a veces estos cambios no lienr 

femenina en la politica y la sociedad civil, el resultado deseado.
entendida como ejecutora de cambios. Por ello sostienen que la ampliacion de

Para Sonia Montano, directora del CI- conocimientos y posturas, especialmcnte d I 

DEM y especialista en temas de gdnero, la diSlogo, pueden ayudar a la aplicacidn de

principal razdn por la que las mujeres boli- medidas que tengan su punto de partida en

vianas aun no alcanzan la televancia nece- la gente. 
saria en clrculos politicos y sociales se cen­
tra en la falta de institucionalidad.

life

ho
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Las bohvianas se unirdn a un grupo de 400 
Ifderes femeninas del hemisferio que encabeza- 
das por la primera dama esudounidense Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, pretenden near una red de in- 
formacidn que ayude a crear las condiciones de 
una participacidn equilibrada de las mujeres en 
todos los dmbitos del qud hacer de un pueblo.

Ena Uevar no sdlo intenciones, sino plan- 
teamientos concretos, el grupo que nos repre­
senta en el evento intemacional ha trabajado 
seriamente elaborando ponencias que conlri- 
buyan a la discusidn que se inicia mahana y ter- 
mina el viernes.

Segdn la embajadora de los EsUdos Unidos 
en nuestro pals, Donna Hrinak, el grupo boli­
viano ha sido elogiado por los organizadores 
como el mis heterogdneo de la conferencia.

De la conferencia, ademds, participa la es- 
posa del vicepresidente Virginia Gillum de 
Quiroga, enrepresentacidn del Gobiemo ycin- | 
co personeros de la representacidn de los Esta- | 

dos Unidos en el pals, encabezados por la em- ' 
bajadora Hrinak.

5......... '

Cecilia Campero, representante de una ral, como es el caso de FUNBODEM de 
organizacidn catdlica que apoya el micro- Santa Cruz de la Sierra y cuya directora 
erddito, cree que los planes de accidn para Mercedes Ortiz de Gasser, despliega una
combatir la pobreza en el pals tienen ros- labor ampliamenle reconocida apoyando,
tro de mujer. capacitando y proveyendo de espacios para

“Si cerca de la mitad de la poblacidn la venta de los productos que elaboran las 
econdmicamente activa trabaja por cuen- microempresarias cruceiias.
ta propia y 50% son mujeres tenemos un FUNDOBEM presentard estudios de 
drea de trabajo de enormes posibilidades, caso en la reunidn de Montevideo, como 
dice Campero. muestra de los logros, problemas y solucio-

La misidn de las representantes boli- nes que se adoptan en el pals para incluir a 
vianas para los foros sobre la participa- las mujeres en un mercado laboral difrente 
cidn de las mujeres en la economla tiene al tradicional, pues de trata en la mayorla 
pensado ver nuevos caminos de otras ez- de los casos de madres que, ademds de lu- 
periencia latinoamericanas, que puedan char por su sustento, erfan a sus hijos para- 
ser aplicadas aqul. lelamente.

Cecilia afirma que dado que las mu- Si bien Bolivia ha logrado ixitos remar- 
jeres campesinas son las que menos ac- cables en el campo de las microfinanzas son
ceso tienen a prdstamos y a un trabajo los sectores mis necesitados, especiahnen-
que les permita mejores niveles de sub- te femeninos, los que estdn mds lejos de 
sistencia, lejos del campo, es dste el ma- benefleiarse de estas ventajas. 
yor reto del pals.

“Queremos ver qud caminos se han en- 
contrado en Perd, por ejemeplo, donde las 
mujeres campesinas aprenden a elaborar 
productos diferentes a los ya existentes en 
el mercado", sostiene a tiempo de ahadir 
que no sdlo se trata de crear microempre- 
sas femeninas, sino tambidn de asistirlas en 
la venta y mercadeo de sus productos.

Hasta ahora Bolivia obtiene buenos re- 
sultados, producto del exahustivo trabajo
en otras Sreas como la rural y la perinu-

Garantias legales y equidad de genero
La reivindicacidn de la equidad de gdnero en las dltimas reformas al ordenamiento 

jurfdico national, aunque minima, fue significativa en opinidn de las abogadas Teresa 
Montaiio y Elizabeth Ifiiguez quienes participardn en el evento “Voces Escenciales de las 
Americas: Mujeres en Democracia” que se inaugura hoy en Montevideo Uruguay.

“La mujer tiene que ser ima persona protagonisla en la sociedad", dijo al sedalar que 

se debe descartar el feminismo o el machismo. Abogd por una mayor participacidn feme­
nina en los niveles de decisidn y sobre todo en la politica.

En el piano legal, se destacd la reforma a la Ley de Reforma Agraria (INRA) que 
reivindica la posesidn femenina de la tierra y el acceso al erddito. Asimismo, la Ley Con­
tra la Violencia Domdstica y las Garantlas para la Mujer y el proyecto de Ley Contra el 
Acoso Sexual.

No obstante, la participacidn de la abogada en el evento international estd en duda, 
toda vez que Silvia Portal, a quien acusd por tenutiva de asesinato -en una casa de su 
propiedad, el niao Gabriel Estellano perdid un dedo al tocar una barda electrificada- 
volvid a arraigarla judicialmente. “Los abogados de esta sehora me pidieron que firme un 
desistimiento para viajar’', denuncid.

Por su parte, la abogada Elizabeth Ihiguez tiene previsto exponer sobre el evance de 
las reformas legales en la perspectiva de la equidad de gdnero. Explicd que serf grande la 
expectativa al comparar las legislationes de los diferentes palses a fin de establecer los 

avances.
Iniguez remared que si bien existen importantes inslrumentos jurldicos que verifican 

garantlas y mayor participacidn femenina en Bolivia, su cumplimiento aun es escaso puesto 

que aun falta una etapa de concientizacion, especialmcnte entre las mujeres.
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Una consejera hibil y realista
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No todos recuerdan 
que Hillary destaco en 
el movimiento
international de 
mujeres, antes de que 
Clinton sea Presidente

if

de la interminable puesto a la sombra del marido. Unas 
lista de esposas de mandatarios, un

■ ramente el terrorismo. recordando

una razdn principal: es una cabeza 
poJftica extraordinaria.

17
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porcentaje abrumador desempend el Roosevelt, brillaron con luz propia.

Una voz esencial: Hillary Clinton

ra mostrar cu^nto hemos avanzado 
i ; r.z._____ __
ideas teministas forman parte dela 

agenda international. Desde Made­
leine Albright hasta el presidente 
Sanguinetti. pasando por el propio 
Enrique Iglesias del BID coincidie- 
ron en que la democrada sin la ple­
na partltipaddn y derechos de las 
mujeres es imposible e inadmisi- 
ble

Ei Bacwimio
“Voces esenciales". reunid empre- 
sarias pequefias y medlanas. de de- 
recha. centra e izquierda, feminis- 
tas y otras no tanto, profesionales 
destacadas, Itderes juveniles, alcal- 
desas. juezas, jdvenes y de la terce- 
ra edad, trabajadoras del hogar, in-

Hiumv: la capacidad de salir fortalecida del escdndalo que envuelve a su esposo es otra prueba de su valla

Hillaryunagilfuncionalalpatriarca- dlgenas...todas conslderadas Ifde-
do por no haberse divordado de res reconocidas en sus pafses de-
rt- S’j1 ■ m^S sa°iendo de 5US seosas de trabajar por los derechos

tuacidn en cada pafs Ante el entu- 
siasmo que suscitd este primer en- 
cuentro decidf no abandonar mi es- 
pfritu crftico. Trat^ de recdrdar me­
mentos menos seductores como su 
presencla en Beijing en 1995, cuan- 
do en la Cuarta Conferencia Mun­
dial sobre la Mujer. Hillary actud nf- 
tidamente comoportavozde la polf- 
tica norteamericana, desvirtuando 
—a mi juicio— la naturaleza de la
Conferencia y planteando temas de 
cardcter bilateral que no estaban en 
la agenda Construf un expediente 
mental de acciones que pudiera mi- 
nlmlzar mi entuslasmo. Records 
que etla, al fin y al cabo, no era mSs 
que una Primera Dama obllgada a 
secundar la polftica liderada por su 
esposo. Records que es preclsa- 
mente en Estados Unidos donde se 
insplran nuestras primeras da mas 
criollas, a vecescon menos cabeza y 
con mis poder, para sustitulr los or- 
ganismos Internationales que las 
mujeres queremos para antender 
nuestras derechos. Llegud Inclusive
a recordar los planteamientos de
una congdnere que consideraba a Una visibn del fortalecimiento democr^tico

Me toed pronunclar uno de los 
tres discursos de Inauguration. 
Quedd sorprendida cuando las mu­
jeres ovationaron de pie mi pro- __________ ___

« Puestf de radicallzar la democracia Al. termlnar el encuentro records 
a travds del fortalecimiento de la so- due el nombre de Hillary Rodham

las mineres’a» c*ei:lad 0*11. defendiendo los dere- Clinton ya sonaba en el movimiento
je?6" ? 6 °las chof bumanos —Incluidos los se- internacional de mujeres, mucho

xuales y reproductivos— respetan- antes que su esposo. Bill, asumiera 
do las dlsidenclas y combatiendo la la presldencia. Abogada progresis- 
pobreza; pero nodesde la marginal!- ta, llegd de acompahante a la Casa 
dad slno desde la arena amplia de la Blanca decldlda a Impulsar una de
democracia las reformas sociales mOs importan-

El segundo dfa. luego de varias tes: la reforma a la salud Para cum- 
dehberaciones en talleres, llegd Hi- plir esa meta, ejercid un llderazgo 
llaryCllntondemostrandoquebrilla incompatible con el ral de Primera 
con estrella propia Su discurso de Dama y pronto tuvo que retroceder 

para dejar el protagonlsmo politico 
a su esposo Dejd de sentir la sensa 
cldn de pdrdlda por esa especle de 
Inmolacidn ante el reallsmo polfti- 
co, cuando ella habld con clarldad 
sobre el futura de la democracia en 
el mundo y aprendf que parte de su 
talento radica precisamente en el 
saber esperar. ocupando los espa­
rtos que la democracia le abre Hi­
llary no es una diosa, es una huma- 
na inteligente; realista polftica en el 
mejor sentido y una aliada de la 
construccidn democrdtica de nues- 
tros paises. Su vocacidn democrati- 
ca nos hace pensar que con mujeres 
como ella podremos discutir nues­
tras diferencias sin anular nuestras 
semejanzas.

Hiuunr r Lidu

No sdlo intercedid por luchar contra 
la pobreza femenina, sino que de- 
mandd una comunldad global que 
compense a todos los trabajadores 
con equldad En fin. el discurso de 
Hillary se inscribid en una visldn de 
fortalecimiento de la democracia y 
los derechos. Para no dejar dudas. 
recordd a las Madres de Mayo de la 
Argentina como emblema de esta 
lucha. Para coronar nuestra entu- 
siasmo boliviano partidpd Lidia Ca- 
tari de CArdenas. quien acompafid a 
Hillary en la mesa principal expo- 
niendo con sencillez, credibl lldad y 
clarldad la lucha de las mujeres de la 
regidn Cuando Lidia acabd de ha 
blar, el fotdgrafo oficlal tuvo que or- 
ganizarse para poder tomarfotos de 
dos bellas mujeres: Hilaria y Lidia, 
ambas fuertes, endrgicas y capaces 
de expresar con voz propia Io que ni 
su condlcidn de primeras damas les 
pudo arrebatar: credibilidad e inteli- 
gencia.

Luu U HATO HBITI

El dla jueves en la noche, yen medio 
de un despliegue de seguridad inu­
sual en la tranquila Ciudad de Mon­
tevideo. Ilegd Hillary Clinton exhi- 
biendo una impecable sonrisa y una 
jovlalldad poco frecuentes, si se to- 
ma en cuenta el largo viaje que le 
precedid. Cosas del oficio. Mis ami- 
gas me invitarona la recepddn ini- 
dal donde intercambiamos un did- 
logo polfticamente correcto: del es- 
tllo vengo de tai pafs, hago tai cosa. 
mucho gusto Me sorprendld. sin 
embargo, su capacidad para recor­
dar ------— — ’ -

f Mu
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La semana pasada, del 1 al 3 de oc- 
tubre. Montevideo fue la sede de un 
singular encuentro cuyoplato fuerte 
fue, sin duda alguna. la presencia de 
Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Las once bolivianas asistentes 
al evento, junto a otras 400 delega- |B 
das de toda la regidn, aplaudimos 
de pie su discurso en medio de un 
centenar de edmaras de televisidn 
“Voces esenciales, Mujeres en de­
mocracia" se denomind la reunldn 
convocada por el Departamento de 
Estado y el Banco Interamericano 
de Desarrollo (BID) para discutir es- 
trategias de avance en materia polf­
tica. legislativa y empresarlal para 
las mujeres de la regidn. La reunldn 
estuvo precedida por una similar en 
Viena y otra en Belfast, ocastones en 
que se impulsd a las mujeres de los 
paises del este y a las irlandesas, 
respectlvamente, en la construccldn 
delapaz.

-.few
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' I m^s de media hora incluyd todos y 
I cada uno de los temas por los que 
I estamos las Teministas violencia 

dom^stica, igualdad econdmica,
■ democracia social y familiar, dere 

chos sexuales y reproductivos, to-
■ dossituadosenelcontextodelade-
■ mocracia Arrancdmuchosaplausos 

cuando comprometid su apoyo para
■ que nunca m^s una ioven. sefialan- 

do a la representante de Guatemala, 
deba abandonar su pafs por la vfo- 
lencia Evocd a las dictaduras para 
que nunca m£s se repitan. Atacd du

el rol pacifista de las mujeres perua 
nas y centroamericanas. Induyd te­
mas de seguridad jurfdica. abogan- 
do por eliminar la impunidad "para 
que llegue el dfa en que ninguna 
mujer sea maltratada por los poli- 
cfas, sea porsu color, su vestimenta 
o su raza".
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una aymara al frente de las trabajadoras latinoamericanasBROCHAZO

Basilia Katari, activista de■ Donna Hrinak
"SOY FEM1NISTA"
Jatha

los sindicatos del hogar
FOTO:JOS£ L QUINTANA

B.

Basilia Katari: dirigente a nivel latinoamericano, como reivindicando su apellido...

Su MIRADA DE HOY

LAT1N0AMERICANA

ESTA BASILIA...
ar
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Feminismo diplomStico ■?*/

Hogar:

■ .
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PS

:o, en primer Iugar. los 
gos, abogados y la se- 

Humanosquenos

► |Los volantes, Basilia! Apren 
did de la ley y sus derechos h.i 
blando de su srtuacidn, enfreii- 
tando mds de una mentalidad 
colonialista que desprecia las 
polleras.

te, en una semana nos movemos y forma- 
latrahob-Laverdades^sa". *7,1.-.^

La Embajadora de Estados Uni­
dos se proclamd feminista y dijo 
que. debido a su condicidn de 
mujer, no le resultd f£cil Hegar a 
formar parte del cuerpo de emba- 
Jadores de su pais.

"Yo soy feminista, no creo 
que haya nada malo en decir qud 
una es feminista". afirmd la di- 
plomStica en didlogo con los pe- 
riodistas.

"Feminista quiere decir que 
todas las personas tienen igual- 
dad de oportunidades. Somos 
mujeres, hermanas, esposas y 
madres, y quisiSramos que nues- 
tros hijos tengan los mismos 
chances", definid. La diplomdtica 
rema red que por su propia expe­
rience se sentfa orgullosa de su 
militancia feminista.

■ A sus 10 anos, Basilia atin no 
habfa aprendldo a leer y ya 
sabia de la vlda del "no me 
dejes tata, estA blen sen ora, 
no me pegues tfa". En su son- 
risa y memoria, marcadas por 
el abuso y despredo por ser 
gente del campo”, pero tam- 

bldn en su rebeldia que no 
por dandestlna de|d de exls- 
tir, ella es como el slgno de to- 
da esa generaddn de nlnas 
campeslnas que entraron a la 
dudad por la puerta trasera, 
para servir de “empleadas 
domdsticas”, sin mds asom- 
bro de la realldad que el mie- 
do, sin mayor comprensidn 
del mundo que el sllendo.
La mayor de nueve hermanos, 

Basilia fue la primera de los suyos 
en pasar por ese calvario que la mi- 
rada oficial llama "mlgracidn cam- 
po-ciudad".

"Cuando ml papS fue joven es- 
tuvo aquf en La Paz —cuenta—, en- 
tonces 61 querfa que sus hijos por io 
menos sepan bien el Castellano, por 
eso me trajo a los diez afios; a esa 
edad yo tuve que empezar a trabajar, 
comonifiera".

Dos afios con la "madrina", co­
mo aprendiz. Despu4s. otra vez co­
mo el comun de sus "hermanas" (o 
sea, muchas nifias campesinas), fue 
empleada por esta madrina en otro 
lugar, como nifiera; pero eso sf. "s6- 
lo por la ropa, no tenfa sueldo*.

Hoy. Basilia Katari Tdrrez es di­
rigente de la Confederacidn Lati- 
noamericana y del Caribe de Traba­
jadoras del Hogar (Conlactraho).

en la nod* 
todas... a 
gaban, es

(LOS VOLANTES, BaSIUa!
Antes hasta dar el nombre de una 
daba miedo. "Nos indentificaban y 
ya nos ven fa el despido. Estas cho- 
las que les ensefian a ser mafiudas y
contestonas a las empleadas". se
quejaban los patrones.

Secretaria de Conflictos. La
propia Basilia fue despedida cuan­
do sus patrones se enteraron de sus
afanes de "malacrianza", que en esa
6poca significaba el sindicalismo.

“Grave era. voy a ir acomprar . los patrones comprensivos. "que

pan'. salfamos", pero ademSs del 
pan. con la ropa de trabajo encima, 
era el tiempo de los tr£mites.

Una dibujaba, la otra escribfa a 
m^quina, entre todas corregfan los 
errores, las dem^s repartfan. “jAy 
nuestros volantes...!", recuerda con 
carifio los subversives medios.

En el Ministerio de Trabajo, Ba­
silia y sus hermanas —siempre las 
llama asf— conocieron de cerca la 
mentalidad colonial de los funcio- 
narios, que con la irdnica sonrisita 
les recibfan los reclames.

"Ah. pero nosotras no nos dejei- 
bamos, qud pues. Ya conocfamos la 
ley y discutfamos tambidn...".

Choutas subversivas hermanadas 
La posibilidad de organizarse, reco- 
noce Basilia. se la deben mucho a

► Actualmente, como dirigente a 
nivel latinoamericano, ya anda 
viendo edmo cambiar la situa- 
cidn en los paises donde no hay 
sindicatos de trabajadoras del 
hogar.

Ser diplomAtica

Hrinak reveld que las dificulta- 
des para el surgimiento profesio- 
nal de las mujeres en su pafs son 
las mismas que en todo el mun­
do.

"Hemos tenido que luchar 
mucho. Ahora las mujeres en el 
servicio diplom^tico de los Esta­
dos Unidos tenemos mSs oportu­
nidades. pero eso ha venido des­
puds de muchos anos", declard.

"Las mujeres no hemos reci- 
bido nada gratis, hemos tenido 
que luchar muchos procesos le­
gales contra el Gobierno para ga- 
nar nuestro lugar".

Prdxima a cumplirsu primer 
afio en misidn diplomdtica en 
Bolivia, Donna Hrinak informd 
que tampoco hay muchas muje­
res en el Parlamento estadouni- 
dense. "Mds o menos un 11 por 
ciento", precisd. En Bolivia la ci- 
fra oscila entre el 4 y el 6 por cien­
to.
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1UCHADORAS
Begun Hrinak, las mujeres pue- 
den desempenar un papel "clave" 
en la lucha contra la pobreza

“Hay muchos estudios sobre 
el desarrollo y varias opiniones 
sobre edmo promoverlo de un 
pafs a otro. pero casi todos los 
estudios coindden en un punto: 
la mejor inversidn es en la mujer 
y en su educacidn. Existe la ex- 
presidn famosa: si das un pez a 
una persona, tiene una comida; 
pero si le ensefias a pescar hay 
comida por toda su vida. Si das 
ensefianza y educacidn, ensefias 
a un ser humano, si se las das a 
una mujer, ensefias no sdlo a ella 
sino a sus hijos, nietos y a toda 
una familia"

nos daban tiempo para salir". bfamos sido las dnicas".
Como la cosa era llamar, hablar- Cosmopolita no a Io turista, ya

sey sumar fuerzas, cada domingo, el anda planeando edmo ir y organizar 
bendito domingo de organizaddn, sindicatos en aquellos pafses donde
se reunfan para tratar temas que se vinieron a menos. en Venezuela, 
iban desde discutir sus derechos Uruguay. "Un mesmdso menos tar 
hasta aprender a leer y edmo mane- darfamos", planea con picardfa 
jar los electrodomdsticos.

"Como muchas estabamos solas
y sin familia, el sindicato era nuestro A Basilia. que ya anda por los 33 
segundo hogar; como hermanas co-
cindbamos y comfamos juntas".

scional de
ahobl. So-
irino a dos
oddo.Lu-:

Morales, dirigente campeslna, y dofia
mgara. de las amas de casa mineras".
esdal sindicato a los 19 afios. ’via volan- |Av, n. sihoicatoI
esos papelitos muchas nos hemos ente- Primero fue La Paz, luego 
da con gratitud a los voluntaries, "la ma- ja. “Yo viafaba sdbado en 
rrlrn ph nrimor liioar Inc pn la nnrF

► Signo de una generacidn de 
mujeres campesinas. vino a !<> 
diez arios, la emplearon a cam 
bio de ropa e idioma, para que 
se "ciudadanice" pues.

>s convocany algunas hermanas condepistas 
landeformarnosanivelnaclonal.nosofrecen 

rsdlo en La Paz. Nosotras, calladas. sf hd- 
cimos: Perodespudsdesallrdesureunldn, if
eefamos, con un partido no estS bien. En ■>; ► Basilia Katari es una de las fun

dadoras de la "temible" Foden: 
cidn Nacional de Trabajadoras 
del Hogar, donde estdn afiliada 
sus entrariables "hermanas".
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El sindicato, esa nue
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afios —sonrfe cuando reconoce su 
edad—, Io que m6s le apena es la si 
tuacidn de las trabajadoras jdvenes 

Dirigente sindical latinoamericana 6sas que m£s andan con la mtisica y 
Hoy Basilia se sabe de memoria en espera del fin de semana para ir.»
cuSntos anos tienen los sindicatos las "discotecas de cholitas". 
decadaunodelospafsesafiliadosa "Nooyen las noticias, no saben
Conlactraho. de su organizaddn, no se enteran

Con la respiracidn que m4s de Eso noest£ bien,ahora que nosotras 
una vezselequedacortaa lahorade ya nos animamos mds a salir en los 
enumerarlos problemas quetienen, medios. No, el sindicato trabajo de 
recuerda con alegrfa edmo "no ha- hormiga siempre es", reflexiona.
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gpn tres: Leyes y Uderazgo, cional permHira a las mujeres bolivia- 
^Vida Publica e Integration nasdaracorfecerteexperienciasdel

• Ana Rosa L6PEZ Vil

‘ tampoco son “deseadas”.

7‘j

*

asistira a la ConferenciaS.A.

y*rentes

02.
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inton
FUENTE: Ptopueslas expresadas en el almuerzo irabajo.
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El papel femenino en la 
democracia masculina

/-■ ’I

Los 
del S

I Adm
1 parti'
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FUENTE: USIS

La propuesta de las lideres 
olivianas para la conferencia

masculina de los partidos. Segun el informe escrito sobre la nera que el intercambio de ideas sea

La discriminacion laboral eincluso conferencia, la idea de realizarla surgio productivo y no un simple discutso. 

la que, paradojicamente, se da entre de una reunion similar que tuvo fogar

r‘ ■

u J

> Cecilia Campero, economista y directora del 
programa de capacitacidn sobre micro finanzas del 
Insituto Boliviano de Estudios Empresariales

> Fomentar el acceso de mujeres a servicios 
financieros y no financieros en dreas rurales.

> Impulsar el acceso a recursos del estado y a la 
central de riesgos por parte de instituciones
f inancieras no reguladas, que proveen servicios a 
las mujeres.

> Crear y fortalecer las instituciones existentes de 
desarrollo empresarial orientadas a las mujeres.

► Ericka Brockmann, psicdloga, senadora y
Presidenta de la Comisidn de Participacidn
Popular de la CSmara Alta.

► Lydia Calari de CSrdenas, socidloga y lider 
indigena

► Sonia Montafio, psicdloga, fundadora del Centro 
de Desarrollo e InformaciOn de la Mujer (Cidem).

Uruguay recibira 

en < .  
mujeres lideres

vas con los medios de comunicacion. 

Los resultados que se obtengan en 

la conferencia, serin aplicados y di­

fundidos en el pais para que las es-

La embajadora de los Estados Uni- tructuras inflexibles y masculinas, que 

dos en Bolivia, Donna Hrinak, expli- aun detienen el paso de las mujeres, 

 Asistiran a la conferencia 400 mu- co ayer, durante un almuerzo traba- comprendan que la “cuestion de ge-

representacion femenina en el Con- jeres lideres de sectores gubemamen- jo, que el “objetivo clave" de la men- nero" no es cuestion de feminismo,

greso National alcanza solo al 11%. tales y no gubemamentales, asi como cionada conferencia en Uruguay es el sino de democracia e igualdad de

La Ley de Cuotas, promulgada en de las esferas civiles, juridicas, de “promover la participacion plena derechos y oportunidades. Esa es la

marzo de 1997 y que “obliga" a los educativas, periodisticas y privadas. de las mujeres” en los campos politi- intention y voluntad expresada por

partidos polititos a intorporar un Onte mujeres lievaran la representa- co, economico y social. Segun di jo la las lideres bolivianas viajeras. ♦

> Ley INRA, que permile que la mujer sea propietaria 
de un territorio independientemente de su estado
civil.

> Ley de Participacidn Popular
> Cddigo Penal
> Ley de Reformas a la Ley Electoral
> Ley contra la Violencia Domdstica
> Reformas a la Ley General del Trabajo
> Proyecto de Ley de las Trabajadoras del Hogar

Voces ac ilium

> Ley de Partidos Politicos que facllite la
participacidn de las mujeres.

> Capacitacidn para ejercer trabajos.
> Promover la asislencia de las niffas en edad 

escolar a los centros educativos, para que sean 
formadas como buenas lideres.

Delegation boliviana que

I’

• ; comienza a cambiar. gobiemo de los Estados Unidos y el

En el Ambito politico y democrati- Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo 

co, “la cuestion de genero” no ha (BID), coauspician la reunion, 

•i comenzado aun a establecerse. La r

........ minimo de 30% de mujeres en las lis- cion nacional a la reunion. Los temas diplomatica, la conferencia interna-

 debase ..........

- _________ ;_______4 i Politica y - -------------- .
dctubfe tl 400- las mujeres cambiar la mehtafidad ’EcOndmiea rCretiffliento Cometcial pais y conocer otras nuevas, de nft-

> Elizabeth Iniguez, abogada y miembro suplente del 
Tribunal Constitucional.

> Rosali Ledezma, abogada y asesora de la
Comisidn Congresal Conjunta sobre Reforma de la 
Legislacidn Juridica.

> Basilia Catari, mujer indigena y Secretaria General 
de la Federacidn Latinoamericana de Mujeres 
Empleadas Domdsticas.

> Teresa Montano, abogada y maestra, trabaja en 
asuntos criminales.

(IBBE).
> Ivele Arancibia, administradora de empresas y

directora ejecutiva de la Fundacidn Bolinvest.
> Mercedes Ortiz, lider civica, fundadora y presidenta 

de la Fundacidn Boliviana para el Desarrollo de la 
Mujer.

Propone ia institucionalidad de las reformas que 
favorecen a las mujeres:

El plan de accion de la delegation

—--------- • Rosa l6pez wfegg mujeres, ya sea por la edad, la situa- en Vtena, Austria, en julio de 1997. En boliviana de mujeres efectivamente
3 32 cion economica o condition social, aquellaocasion.sereunieronliderezas “representativas" de la poblacion fe-

“Soy hija primogenita, pero no hacen pensar que el problema no estA de Europa Oriental, parses de la and- menina, segun explicd la embajado-

deseada, porque mis padres querian solo en el entomo y en las relaciones gua Union Sovietica, de la Union Euro- ra, estA ya elaborado. Los parametros

'■ ! un varon". Esa es la historia de Tere- humanas, sino en las conciencias. pea y de los Estados Unidos. de las tres propuestas (Leyes y Lide-

sa; no es una historia casual, se repi- La foncion de la mujer, como parte Las participantes en ia conferencia razgo; Politica y Vida Publica e Inte- 

te todos los dias y en todo el mundo. integral del fortalecimiento de la de- “se reuniran para compartir sus cono- gracion Econdmica y Crecimiento

En politica y democracia, las mujeres mocracia en el hemisferio occidental, cimientosyexperiencias.yexploraran Comercial) foeron presentadas Um-

.—serf e] tema central de la Conferencia posibles estrategias para el fortaleci- bien durante el almuerzo trabajo en 

'• La cultura, la education y las “Voces Esenciales de las Americas: La miento del papel de la mujer en la el que se compartieron las expectati-

■ ’: creencias se tejen como una dura red Mujer en la Democracia”, que se reali- democracia a traves de talleres”.

en contra de las mujeres. Sin embar- zara en Montevideo, Uruguay, a partir

go el panorama -aunque lentamente- del primero de octubre proximo. El OBJETIVO CLAVE

Etcidn 
i°aron

gt?i6n ' 
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La Paz, domingo 27 de septfembre de 1998 

ENCUENTRO HEMISFERICO

Las muieres se unen para hablar
 

5 >■ £
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ierenies,pero uenen unuibuui- j - ------------------- —
so enriquecido porlos matices datario Victor Hugo Cirde- las Americas, en Miami, don- 
de la diversidad. ? f- nas, Lidia Catari, Elizabeth de se definio la realizacion de

los siguientes temas: leyes y tes es la capacitacion de la mu-

><•

•■r :

r<r*

En Montevideo, 11 lideres bolivianas llevaran sus voces para pedir 
igualdad de oportunidad y capacitacion. Todas alias tienen

La embajadora de Estados 
Unidos, Donna Hrinak, acom-

sidente estadounidense Bill
Clinton.

7 ;■

jsw ! :: ( :

profesionales, nativas, esposas judiciales; Rdsalf Ledezma, Hillary Clinton, esposadelpre-

silia Catari, dirigente de las tra- 
bajadoras del hogar; Teresa 
Montano, abogada que pelea 
contra la negligencia medica; 
Erika Brockmann, senadora 
del MIR; Sonia Montano, so- 
cidloga y experta en temas de

C0MPR0MIS0
Todas las representantes 

se reunieron el viemes en la 
sede deUsaid, el mediodia del 
viemes, para hacer conocer las

i w
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La embajadora
Hrinak

acompafiard a
la delegation

boliviano. Las
representantes
se reunieron el

viemes 

propuestas que llevardn en yores demandasmdsimportan- picie la discriminacidn. 
; ; ' m ’* ’ ■ Finalmente, en el encuen-
liderazgo, economia y nego- jer para que pueda acceder a trosurgidelcompromisodeque 
cios, politica y sociedad ci- niveles de decision. una vez concluya el encuentro
vil. Equidadsignifica,segunse de Montevideo, las lideres bo-

En los tres temas, las dele- planted en la reunidn, un cam- livianas hardn el seguimiento 
gadas bolivianas coincidieron bio de mentalidad de hombres de los temas para que los acuer- 
en senalar que una de las ma- y mujeres para que no se pro- dos rompan el limite del papel.

hi

enfoques diferentes y construyen un discurso rico en diversidad

Las mujeres bolivianas se- delegacidnbolivianaintercam- gdnero; Cecilia Ampuero, ex- 
r&i escuchadas por el hemis- biard experiencias con las re- pertaenmicrocredito;Ivetede 
ferio. En un foro de lideres de presentantes del hemisferio. Antezana, experta en exporta- 
34 paises, ellas pediran igual- La delegacidn boli viana es ciones e in versiones; y Merce-
dad de oportunidades y recla- distinta a anteriores represen- des Ortiz de Gasser, dirigente 
mardn democracia. Se sienten taciones. Es heterogeneo, pues- civica y promotora de capaci- 
capaces y estdn convencidas de toqueintentatransmitirelsen- tacidn de la mujer en Santa 
que pueden contribuir al desa- tir de la mujer boliviana, des- Cruz. . . . 
rrollo de la regidn y el pais y de diferentes enfoques, viven- ’ ‘ 
alamejoradelacalidadde vi- cias, propuestas. . y -
da. Once representantes ha- La representation est£ con- pafiara la delegacion bohvia-
blardn del pais, de su gente, de formada asi: la esposa del vi- na, puesto que tiene particular
sus necesidades. Todas son di- cepresidente Jorge Quiroga, la interes en el tema ya que fue 
ferentes, pero tienen un discur- socidloga y esposa del ex man- coordinadora de la Cumbre de

Autoridades,intelectuales, Ifiiguez, consultora en temas este encuentro, al que asistird

de personalidades y mandata- destacada joven abogada, Ba-
rios. Todas ellas lideres parti- ’«•«>
ciparin en el encuentro “Vo­
ces esenciales de las Americas,
laMujeren la democracia”, que
se llevara a cabo en Montevi­
deo, Uruguay, entre y 1 y3 de
octubre del presente. Alli, la
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La Paz - Bolivia, doming

Junto con l<i» deleeadas de Bolivia

Embajadora Donna Hrinak asistira
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El Pliego de Condlclones.-
Los Pianos y documentos correspondlentes deberin ser recogldos ei 
Oficlnas del Departamento de Inlraestructura. plso 8o. del Edlficio "H 
previo depdslto en Caja Central del Monoblodi Central de Bs. 350.-
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El Gobiemo de la hermana Repii- 
blica del Uruguay es el anfitridn de 
la Conferencia que estd tambidn co- 
aspiciada por el Gobiemo de los 
Estados Unidos y el Banco Intera- 
mericano de Desarrollo (BID). “La 
idea es llevar experiencias y traer 
experiencias”, dijo la diplomdtica 
sobre el evento.

La delegacidn Boliviana estari 
acompaflada de cuatro miembros de

En la presentacWn de los temas 
se pidid a los medios que promue- 
van la proteccidn a las mujeres, ya 
que es necesario trabajar con los 
mismos para que la sociedad se ha- 

ga partfcipe.
El grupo de Polftica y Vida Ptibli- 

ca, tambidn expended varios pro- 
blemas detectados entre los que se 
encuentran la falta de capacitacidn

PILANTEAMIENTOS

El principal problema que lleva- 
rdn las personas del grupo de Le- 
yes y Liderazgo es que muchas de 
las leyes que sirven para las muje­
res no se cumplen, por lo que se 
verd qud problemas de estos exis- 
ten en los grupos de otros paises.

Pese a esa situacidn, el grupo de 
estudios en este campo dijo que 
hay leyes en las que se han dado 
avances. como ser en la Ley Elec­
toral, aunque no es la ideal porque 
en la realidad eso no ocurre. Por 
otra parte se piensa hablar tambidn 
sobre Ley de las Trabajadoras del 
hogar y desarrollar un proceso de 
coordinacidn.

& 1
-r

’A?

en las 
■HOY"

El Plazo de Presentacldn de Propuestas.-
Se senala hasta horas 12:00 del 19 de octubre del presents, en Asesorla 

Jurldlca, plso 12 del Editicio "HOY" avenlda 6 de Agosto No. 2170. 

La apertura de sobres se reallzard a horas 16:00 del 19 de octubre de 1998 
por la Comisidn Callflcadora, en la Dlreccldn Admlnlstratlva Flnandera.

La Paz, 22 de septiembre de 1998

a la conferencia “Voces esenciales”

UNIVERSIDAD MAYOR DE SAN ANDRES 
FACULTADDECIENaASPURASYNATURALES

Por Rafael Alvis Flores

“Esperamos regresar del Uruguay 
donde se va llevar a cabo la confe­
rencia con ideas nuevas y despuds 
compartirlas con todas las mujeres 
bolivianas, gracias a los medios de 
comuhicacidn", dijo la dipiom&ica.

i

proporcionada por la Embajadora la Embajada norteamericana, entre 
Hrinak, son diez las mujeres que ellas Hrinak, ya que se trata de la 

asistirdn al encuentro y ellas estdn primer Conferencia a nivel Conti- 
lideradas por Virginia Guillum de nental que promueve la integracidn 

Quiroga, esposa del Vicepresidente de la mujer y promociona su parti­
de la Republica, Jorge Tuto Quito- cipacidn plena en todos los dmbi- 
ga. “Hay representantes de varios

sectores de la vida de Bolivia, tene-

Tr" r, Embajadora de Ips Es­
tados Unidos, Donna 
Hrinak, se reunid con las 

* delegadas a la Conferen­
cia “Voces Esenciales de las Ameri­

cas: La Mujer en la Democracia", 
la misma que se realizard del 1 al 3 
de octubre en la ciudad de Montevi­
deo, Uruguay, y que reunird a muje­
res de todos el hemisferio.
“Este acontecimiento se llama Vo­

ces Esenciales: Las mujeres en la 
Democracia, y la idea es juntar a las 
mujeres de todo el hemisferio para 
hablar de los problemas que tene- 
mos en conjunto y tambidn, expre- 
samente, plantear soluciones que 
un pafs se puedan implementar", 
dijo la diplomdtica.

De acuerdo con la informacidn

“CONSTRUCCION DE LABORATORIO DE RUV Y OZONO EN EL
EDIFICIO DE CIENCIAS PURAS Y NATURALES”

La Universidad Mayor de San Andrds tlena a blen Invltar a todas las Em- 
presas Constructoras, legalmente establecldas en el pals, a presentar Pro- 
puesta Tdcnica y Econbmlca, para los trabajos de "ConstruccIPn del 
Laboratorio de Rayos Ultra Vloleta y Ozono en el Edlficio de la Facultad de 
Clenclas Puras y Naturales”, ublcado en avenlda Andris Bello del Predlo

A

cidn mis representativa de Boli- Crecimiento Comercial. Por esa razdn, para que las muje-
via”, agregd Hrinak Las mujeres bolivianas que asisti- res tengan las mismas oportunida-

Segdn la informacidn proporcio- rin al encuentro son. en el grupo de des polfticas lo que se necesita es 
: nada por la Embajadora de los Es- Leyes y Liderazgo estarin Eliza- analizar la Ley de Partidos Polfli- 

tados Unidos, las delegadas boli- beth Ifiiguez, Rosali Ledezma, Ba- cos, para que faciliten esa partici- 
vianas compartirin con todas las silia Katari y Teresa Montafto. En el pacidn, ademds de formarse y ca- 
mujeres del hemisferio y de los 34 grupo de Polftica y Virja Ptiblica es- pacitarse para ejercer el trabajo, 
pafses que han participado cn las tardn Ericka Brockman Quiroga, coadyuvando tambidn a que desde 
cumbres de las Americas, debido a Lidia Katari de Cdtdenas y Sonia la escuela las nifias comiencen a 
que se trata de un seguimiento de Montaflo. Por otra parte en el grupo ser llderes.

qo . a. . .. st , Tambidn se va a proponer que se

, e M

tos.
La Conferencia que se realizarf

mos asesores, una miembro del tri- en Uruguay, estd dividida en tres 
bunal constitucional, educadoras y grupos de trabajo que sop los de ___ ____ ________________________

personas que trabajan en microcrd- Leyes y Liderazgo. Polftica y Vida y oportunidadesparalamujerdes- 
dito. La idea es llevar una delega- Publica, e Integracidn Econdmica y de la familia que la discrimina.

—a, j- r. « ... Por esa razdn, para que las muje-

J'-

L

las iniciativas de la agenda hemis- de Economla y Negocios eslardn Tambidn se va a proponer que se

Cecilia Campero, Ivette de Anteza- tengan mujeres llderes que se ca- 

paciten para ejercer a cabalidad 
los cargos ptiblicos. Por su parte 
las delegadas del grapo de Econo- 
mfa y Negocios han detectado 
tambidn varios problemas que lle- 
varin para exponerlos.

Entre esos problemas se encuen­
tran la falta de acceso al erddito, 

accesos a mercados y comerciali- 
zacidn, falta de capacitacidn, asis- 
tencia tdcnica y asesoramiento, . 
conflicto entre las responsabilida- j 
des del hogar y de la empresa, y 

otros.
Las principals soluciones que se 

propondrin estdn que hay que fo- 
mentar el ingreso a servicios fi- 
nancieros y no financieros en las 
Jreas rurales. Tambidn impulsar el 
acceso a recursos del Estado y a la 
central de riesgos por parte de ins- 
tituciones fmancieras no r’.guladas 
que proveen servicios a las muje­

res.
Otra solucidn es que se destinen 

recursos y llevar iniciativas con el 
fin de promover la comercializa- 
cidn y la apertura de mercados a 
las mujeres empresarias. 

' Las delegadas bolivianas esperan 
que la Conferencia tenga dxito y a 

su retomo prometieron informar de 
todos lo realizado en el Uruguay, 
en beneficio de todas las mujeres 
del pafs para que se coadyuve a su 
asistencia,
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December 16,1998

l

Dear Nadine:

*7.. -J

Sincerely,

I

-T.:- t

VC •
!

THE WHITE HOUSE 
■WASHINGTON

Thank you so much for your thoughtful note, the 
“touch of Oscar” and all your many kindnesses. It was great 
to see you in Chile. We loved our visit to La Romana. The 
children are so well taken care of there. Very best wishes to 
you and your family for the holidays.' f . ■

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Nadine Hogan
1215 Russell Rd., 
Alexandria, VA 22301

i



December 14, 1998

t •

n^- •>

Dear Nadine:

Sincerely,

»

1^-

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Nadine Hogan
1215 Russell Rd., 
Alexandria, VA 22301

Thank you so much for your thoughtful note,y4i€’ 

_vand all your many kindnesses. It was great 
to see you. Very best wishes to you and your family for the 
holidays./
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September 1,1998

Dear David:

In the meantime, all the best as always.
!

Sincerely,

I’m also glad to get your note and books. Thanks to 
your assistance, we are in the process of getting the letters of 
invitation out for the meeting, and I will talk to you about the 
particulars when I get back from Russia and Ireland.

Dr. David Hamburg, M.D.
Carnegie Corporation of New York
437 Madison Avenue,
New York, NY 10022

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

f
I

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

!

i



Carnegie Corporation of New York
437 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 • (212) 371-3200 • Fax: (212) 207-6342

August 12, 1998

Dear Melanne:

I also hope you are having a good summer and all goes well.

With best personal regards,

Sincerely,

Enclosure

5

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
Office of the First Lady 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500

David A. Hamburg, M.D.

President Emeritus

7

Knowing of your thoughtful interest in children and youth, it occurred to me 
that you might like to see this book that I helped to put together, Preparing 
adolescents for the twenty-first century: Challenges facing Europe and the 
United States. It is an international perspective on adolescent development, 
education, and health - worked out jointly by Carnegie and the Johann Jacobs 
Foundation of Switzerland. We were fortunate to get excellent authors on both 
sides of the Atlantic. I hope you will find items of interest in this work.



Carnegie Corporation of New York
437 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 • (212) 371-3200 • Fax: (212) 207-6342

August 3, 1998

Dear Melanne:

Cy and I appreciate your continued commitment to conflict prevention.

Sincerely,

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to the First Lady
Office of the First Lady 
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Turkey’s Kurdish Question is a path-breaking study of a conflict that has 
tormented Turkey and its neighbors for much of this century. Peck’s book 
examines the preventive diplomacy role of the United Nations, regional 
organizations, and international NGOs, and recommends the establishment of 
UN Regional Centers for Sustainable Peace. I think you and Hillary might find 
these books of interest and relevance to the issues you are confronting. They 
certainly bear on US engagement in world affairs.

David A. Hamburg, M.D.

President Emeritus

I am pleased to send you our latest books, Turkey’s Kurdish Question by
Henri Barkey and Graham Fuller, and Sustainable Peace, by Connie Peck.
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X June 4,1998
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interested in it.

Thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely,

•iDear Ms. Hannon,

On behalf of the First Lady, thank you very much for

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

“William’s World,” which was conveyed to us by Audrey 
Haynes, of the Women’s Office. I know Mrs. Clinton will be

M'-

Ms. Rita Harmon 
Executive Director 
Leadership America Inc.
700 N. Fairfax Street, Suite 610 
Alexandria VA 22314-2040

',-4 r<.

f .

ts-



LEADERSHIP

May 20, 1998

Dear Audrey:

Sincerely,
•

I hope you will pass it on to Mrs. Clinton, and I also hope our paths will cross again soon! I send 
you best wishes.

Rita Harmon
Executive Director

Audrey Tayse Haynes
Deputy Assistant to the Office for

Women’s Initiatives and Outreach 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500

700 N. Fairfax Street. Suite 610. Alexandria. Virginia 22314-2040 

703/549-1102 • Fax 703/836-9205

It has been two months since you and your wonderful White House colleagues — Lynn Cutler, 
Sylvia Mathews and Cheryl Mills — shared your wit and wisdom with the women of 
LEADERSHIP AMERICA. I am still receiving calls and notes from the class members on that 
wonderful program session, and thank you again for the time and attention you all put into the 
session.

1 have been remiss in sending the enclosed package along to you, with the request that you 
forward it to Mrs. Clinton. Cheryl Mills, who is a member of the 1998 class of LEADERSHIP 
AMERICA, asked if I would do so. Cheryl met Mrs. Clinton at Renaissance Weekend at Hilton 
Head, where they had an opportunity to share their interests and concerns about the children of 
our nation. Cheryl promised to send Mrs. Clinton a copy of her new children’s book, “William’s 
World,” which I am enclosing.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 29, 1998

Dear Sara:

Stay in touch and I hope to visit with you again - hopefully before too long.

Sincerely,
4

4

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady

It is always good to hear from you for I have such fond memories of our conversations 
and travels together. The news from Moscow often seems confusing - one hopes that the 
commitment to democracy and market reforms will continue unimpeded.

Ms. Sara Harris
Producer
ABC News Intercontinental, Inc.

Moscow 121019
Russia

Unfortunately, I was out of the country when your son was in Washington and your fax 
was not read until I returned. Obviously, had I been here I would have liked to have seen him. I 

have passed Dimitri’s phone number on to my son in Madison.
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NO.812 P.2ABC MOSCOW

I

that have a direct and urgent effect on our lives!

me.

I

advance DurinJouV tour Iasi fall I developed a great de; I of respect for

J

To: Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to the First Lady
The White House
Fax: (202) 456-6244

From: Sara Harris
Producer-ABC News
April 15, 1998

He has spent considerable time in the Northern Caucasu. . He is quite 
alarmed with the seriousness of the most recent develop nents in that area

wniun wuiu e y w__  d Yuaoslavia or

Dear Melanne,

I reread your beautiful letter today which brought back mt inories of the 
incredible trip we took together last November. 1 hope all hat has 
happened since then has not clouded out the joy and exc lement of that 
adventure. I have thought of you and the First Family man .times since 
then and my heart is with you. I have never felt so ashame d for my

15.APR.1998 17:35

valuable for him to share his observations about this situ; lion.^He1 win be 
Washington on Thursday and Friday of this week (April H .th and 17th.) 
there is any interest or concern, he can be reached then tirough 
Nonviolence International tel. (202) 244-0951 or 244-55. 5. I could also 
pass a message on to him. My home phone/fax in Mose iw is (7-095) 336- 
5323. If my suggestion in any way inconveniences you, I apologise in

Your letter gave me the idea to ask your advice on a matt :r of concern to 
__ Anriro kamAoshikov has worked activel ' in the area ot 

I think I

5

profession. What amazes me is how little media attention s paid to all the 
positive bills that have been passed during the Clinton administration, bills

community. His concern is that this could become a sect nd Yugoslavia or 

worse.
Andre is in the United States now and I can’t help but wo ider if it would be

My older son Andre Kamenshikov has worked activel
FX1 bout my younger

son Dimitri who is in Madison.) Andre is Director of Nonyi tence
international in the Newly Independent States (N1NIS). Fo mer

ABC News Intercontinental, Inc. Moscow 121019

B. Afanasyevsky per. 7
v tel. (7-095) 232-3737 fax: (7-095) 202-5827



NO.812 P.3ABC MOSCOW

you

I send you and Mrs. Clinton my very best greetings. I look forward to an 
ini+u tn r-nntiniiR our conversation and to learn mor ■ about your

Sara Harris (producer, ABC News)

l

— i and the First Lady and sensed your sincere concern ft r the welfare of 

the world community.

I •

15.RPR.1998 17=35

opportunity to continue our conversation and to learn mor ■ about your 
fascinating story, as you say, either in Washington or Mos :ow. As a 
second best, if your son would enjoy meeting an Amencai who grew up In 
Moscow, I am sure my other son would be delighted to m jet him. Dimitri 
Kamenshikov’s phone in Madison is (608) 277-5545.

In hopes that we can again visit some part of the world to< iether,

/

Yours sincerely,



April 14, 1998

Dear Dean Hager:

Sincerely,

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

I regret that I was unable to attend the organizing 
meeting for FLL’s 50th Anniversary but we were in the throes 
of final preparations for the President’s trip to Africa. I know 
from Kathy Baczko plans are being developed for a memorable 

celebration.

Dean Serafma Hager
Georgetown University
Faculty of Language & Linguistics

37 & O Streets, NW
Washington, DC 20057

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Please let me know if there is anything I can do to be 

helpful. Best wishes.
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http://cloakroom.com/pubs/hotline/h980407.htmThe Hotline, National Journal's Daily Briefing on Politics
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Laugh Track
David Letterman, noting it was very windy in NYC over the weekend: "I don't know if 

it's because of El Nino, or President Clinton breathing a sigh of relief." Letterman, on Pres. 
Clinton saying he wanted his day in court: "Bill, just relax. Maybe one of the other hundred 
women you hit on will come through for you" ("Late Show," 4/6). Jay Leno, on the return 
of The Odd Couple to the big screen: "Hillary and Bill are back in Washington. Yeah, the 
odd couple are back with more wacky adventures." Leno, on Energy Sec. Frederico Pena: 
"I love saying his name, Frederico Pena. You want to make love when you say that 
name"("Tonight Show," 4/6). Arianna Huffington, on her visit to the WH: "When I was 
there the White House was like Disneyland - outside the Lincoln Bedroom there was a 
sign that read: 'You have to be this high to ride the president" ("Hardball," CNBC, 4/6). 
For those planning to RSVP for Juwan Howard's next party, click Back Bench.

From The Mind Of Somerby
Bob Somerby: "THIS JUST IN!! TAMMY WYNETTE DEAD AT 55! Yet, another 

Clinton-related death!!" His "ruminations" on Candidate Bono: "Good news for 
Democrats: Mary Bono met Sonny at her college graduation. Predition: She'll side with the 
Dems on the Monica thing." On "Family Values" and the fact that Bono's mother-in-law 
came out against her candidacy: "Savvy grandma knows she will get stuck with the kids." 
On the fact widows "always seem to win these elections": "If Ralph Waite (Pa Walton) had 
died in office, would Michael Learned have been able to run for the seat?" And, finally, 
from our "We-Get-The-Actors-In-Congress-That-We-Deserve" file: "We elected Gopher 
and Cooter, we turn down Pa Walton? Why do we always complain about Congress, when 
we elect only the dumb-guy acting parts to the seats?" (4/7 release to Hotline).

TOP TEN WAYS TO MAKE FILING TAXES MORE EXCITING 
New law: Everyone pays what they want, Bill Gates takes care 
of the rest.
Have H. Block fight R. Block on Jerry Springer.
New tax form envelope that reads: "You May Already Owe Ten 
Million Dollars!"
List your income as "whatever I find on the floor of the 
D train."
Instead of mailing in your returns, a guy dressed as Uncle 
Sam goes door-to-door collecting, and you're allowed to 
kick his ass.
One in every five W-2 forms will burst into flames when you 
write on it.
Find Waldo in your 1040, and win a $10 million refund. 
New question on tax form: "Name someone you'd like us to 
audit 'till their ears bleed."
IRS must tell you if Clinton deducts your wife as an 
entertainment expense.
Voluntarily enclose a urine sample ("Late Show," 4/6).

Matt
cloakroomxom

The Hotline Earlybird
8:00 a.m. Each weekday. Only on Cloakroom.
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38 NEWSWEEK: It’s That Time Of Year For Religion Polling

775 adults surveyed 4/2-3, margin of error +/- 4%.

(Back to Contents)

TV MONITOR

20 of 22

TV SOUNDBITE

30% 
24 
24 
2
1
9 
6

Yes
47%

No 
48% 
21
59
60

The last time you felt the 
Holy Spirit, it was . . .
Spiritual Exper. 13%

4
6
4

All above @ once 20
Never had 52

"I'm not an adviser to the Republican 
Party, but if I were -- "

- Pat Robertson, offering advice to the 
GOP, "700 Club," CBN, 4/7

Physical Exper. 
Mental Enlighten 
Change of Heart

The Hotline, National Journal's Daily Briefing on Politics

Have you ever experienced 
the Holy Spirit?

Are you born-again or
Evangelical Christian?
Protestant
Evang. Prot.
Roman Catholic
Mormon
Jewish
Other
No Religion

This Morning
"GMA" hosted Clinton adviser Rahm Emanuel v. NRA's Wayne LaPierre on the 

assault weapons ban. "Today" and "CBS This Morning" hosted House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich. "FOX Morning News" hosted Cato Inst.'s Lea Abdnor and National Cmte. to 
Preserve Social Security's Max Richtman. C-SPAN's "Washington Journal" hosted Dallas 
Morning News' Carl Leubsdorf, ADA's Bob Corolla, ACU's Bill Pascoe, NOW's Elizabeth 
Toledo and IWF's Anita Blair.

Today/Tonight
For the most up-to-date TV listings, click here.

Last Night
CNN led with the Dow breaking 9000. All 

other nets led with breast cancer research.
"NewsHour" focused on assault weapons with
Clinton adviser Rahm Emanuel. "Inside
Politics" hosted Ex-Clinton WH Special
Counsel Lanny Davis and Ex-Bush WH
Counsel C. Boyden Gray, and Energy Sec.
Federico Pena. "Special Report" hosted
Lucianne Goldberg. "InterNight" hosted Marcia Clark, ex-Paula Jones atty Joe Camaratta, 
Reader's Digest's Michael Barone and ex-IC Michael Zeldin. "Hardball" hosted MD LG 
Kathleen Kennedy Townsend (D), Arianna Huffington, USA Today's Walter Shapiro and 
Time's Karen Tumulty. "Big Show" hosted Rep. Bob Barr (R-GA). "The News" hosted 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-GA). "Rivera Live" hosted ex-Paula Jones atty Joe 
Camaratta and Dee Dee Myers. "Charles Grodin" hosted ABC's Sam Donaldson, Dee Dee 
Myers, Lanny Davis, ex-Bush AG Dick Thornburgh and Standards Tucker Carlson. 
"White House in Crisis" hosted Time's Karen Tumulty, Washington Post's David Maraniss, 
and Newsweek's Howard Fineman. "Charlie Rose" hosted House Speaker Newt Gingrich. 
"Nightline" examined the children of the war in Rwanda.

All Christians
Evangelical Prot 75 
Other Protestant 34 
Catholic 37

04/07/98 11:55:56
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March 17,1998

Dear Janet:

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

Thank you very much for your letter and for the 
extraordinary exhibition book and related materials on China: 
5,000 and for your invitation to the First Lady to attend An 
Issue Evening on March 23.

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Ms. Janet Howard
The Coca-Cola Company
800 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Suite 711
Washington, DC 20006

Regrettably, Mrs. Clinton will be unable to join you as 
we will be traveling with the President in Africa during that 
time. We send our best wishes for a successful and productive 
evening.
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WASHINGTON, D.C,

March 13, 1998

Dear Melanne:

Please let me know any questions you may have and we look forward to your response.

Best regards.

Sincerely,

Enclosures

TEL (202) 973-2650

FAX (202) 296-0047

Recognizing 1998’s pivotal importance in Chinese-American relations, the President of 
The Coca-Cola Company’s Middle and Far East Group, Mr. Douglas N. Daft, has encouraged 
several initiatives.

As you will see from the attached materials. The Coca-Cola Company has entered into a 
partnership with the Guggenheim Museum in New York for their art exhibition, China: 5,000 
Years, and as you know, the First Lady is the Honorary Chair for the exhibition. In November, 
we will help underwrite a “return exhibition” of America: 300 Years that will first be in Beijing 
in November and then travels to Shanghai in March 1999. We hope these two exhibitions may 
help both the American and Chinese publics have a broader understanding of each country.

Mr. Daft and our staff here want to do everything possible to help make 1998 a year of 
positive progress for what the President is trying to achieve in his summit this June.

An Issue Evening has been scheduled on Monday, March 23rd at the Meridian 

House here in Washington. We hope very much that you can give serious consideration for the 
First Lady to attend. The speakers are listed on the attached page, and the audience will be a 
high-level group of 45 people from academia, business, labor, and possibly two or three 
Members of Congress. (Senator Feinstein has accepted.)

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and
Chief of Staff to the First Lady 

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

BOO CONNECTICUT AVENUE, N.W. 

SUITE 7 I I

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006

JANET A. HOWARD 

DIRECTOR

INTERNATIONAL GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

MANAGER, WASHINGTON OFFICE
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7:00 p.m. Drinks

Presentations and dialogue7:30 p.m.

8:45 p.m. Dinner

10:00 p.m. Evening concludes

Mr. Thomas Krens
On the occasion of the 1998 exhibition, China: 5,000 Years 

Director, The Guggenheim Museum, New York

Mr. R. Michael Gadbaw
Vice President and Senior Counsel 
General Electric International

Dr. Harry J. Harding, Jr.
Dean, Elliott School of International Affairs 
The George Washington University

Mr. Douglas N. Daft
Senior Vice President, The Coca-Cola Company 
President, Middle and Far East Group

An Issue Evening on 
Sino-U.S. Relations

Meridian International Center 
Washington, D.C. 

Monday, March 23, 1998

Dr. Charles B. Knapp
President, The Aspen Institute

The Honorable Bill Richardson (invited) 

United States Ambassador to the United Nations



February 23,1998

Dear Jane:

.-i

Thanks and best wishes. Hope all is well.

Sincerely,

/ A

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Thank you very much for your thoughtful letter and for 
the information on the Women’s Museum. I am hopeful that 
we will be able to schedule a D.C. announcement. We will let 
you know once a decision is made.

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Ms. Jane Hickie
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson & Hand

901 15th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

I 
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February 9, 1998
r

Dear Melanne:

January 16th, but am

,he Pro-iect 1 ha« Your name to Candace

Thank you again.

Sincerely,

Ja ic Hickie

< bA
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VERNER-llIPFERT
berneeard McPherson i Hand

Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President and 

Chief of Staff to the First Lady
100 Old Executive Office Building 
17th and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20502

901 - 15th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005-2301 

(202) 371-6000 
fax: (202) 371-6279

I am sorry that you were not able to come for breakfast on Friday 
glad to learn of your interest in the Women’s Museum.

O-Keefe at the Foundation for Women’s Resource;m discusX SZin™ L” 
you could offer on the project would be welcome. y
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March 20, 1998

Dear Lester:

Best wishes.
Sincerely,

Thank you very much for your letter regarding a visit 
by the First Lady to West Africa in July to attend the 150th 
Anniversary of the Republic of Liberia.

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

I will be traveling this week on the President’s trip to 
Africa. Please call me when we are back and we can discuss 
your proposal. Because of the First Lady’s upcoming schedule, 
however, I think it is highly doubtful that she will be able to 

travel to Liberia.

Mr. Lester S. Hyman
Swidler & Berlin
3000 K Street, NW
Suite 300
Washington, DC 20007-5116



CHARTERED

March 12, 1998

Dear Melanne:

Jesse Jackson tells me that he already has reported to President and Mrs. Clinton on his 
recent constructive visit to Liberia and, as you can see from the attached Washington Post article 
of March 1st, the political and economic situation in that country is promising.

Lester S. Hyman
Senior Of Counsel

As U.S. counsel for the Republic of Liberia, I write to ask whether I can meet with the 
appropriate members of the First Lady’s staff to discuss the possibility of Mrs. Clinton going to 
West Africa in July to attend the ceremonies marking the 150th anniversary of Liberia, and, more 
importantly, having the opportunity to pursue her agenda of promoting women’s and children’s 
rights. I would propose to come alone to such a meeting so we could talk frankly and not risk 
any awkwardness if the proposal is not acceptable.

I would wager that not 1 out of 1000 Americans knows any of the historical background 
set forth above. Liberia truly is America’s forgotten partner. On this anniversary of Liberia’s 
founding, it is time to disabuse ourselves of that notion. By her visit, Mrs. Clinton could achieve 
that purpose.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Office of the First Lady 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D C. 20501

Liberia is the only country in all of Africa with deep ties to the United States. The 
modem republic was established by emancipated men and women who traveled from the United 
States to Liberia under the auspices of the American Colonization Society which was the 
brainchild of Francis Scott Key. Among the Board members were Daniel Webster, Henry Clay 
and John Marshall. During World War II, Liberia agreed that its foreign flag ships would be 
placed at the disposal of the United States in the event of a wartime emergency. During the Cold 
War, America’s key Voice of America listening post was located in Liberia. Monrovia, the 
capital, is named after President James Monroe. The port city of Buchanan is named after 
President James Buchanan. The Constitution of Liberia was written at Harvard Law School. 
The new President, Charles Taylor, was educated in the United States (Bentley College in 
Boston), as is the case with most of his Cabinet. Even the Liberian flag closely resembles the 
flag of the United States.

3000 K Street, N.W. ■ Suite 300

Washington, D C. 20007-51 16
(202)424-7500 ■ www.swidlaw.com ■ Facsimile (202)424-7643

Direct Dial
(202)424-7509

LSHYMAN@SWIDLAW.COM

Swirler

Berlin
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Warmest regards.

Iways sincerely.

Enclosure

LSH:lsj:4956.01

5025934.1

I have some specific ideas on how Mrs. Clinton can promote her agenda interests through 
a visit to Liberia. In particular, I suggest that she can tackle head-on the use of children in 
warfare. It could be an extremely important opportunity.

All I ask is thirty minutes to discuss and expand upon the above themes with the staff and 
ask whether they might recommend to Mrs. Clinton that she honor Liberia on its 150th 
anniversary by her presence. Only if they and she agree would I then have my clients issue a 
formal invitation to the First Lady.

Thank you for your consideration of my request, Melanne — I do hope that you will grant 
me this appointment. 

Ms. Melanne Verveer
March 12, 1998
Page 2

.ester S. Hyman
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thus starting Liberia's seven-year
war.
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as soldiers and frequently killed and hr^taHwl civil- cal and civic leaders to meet with them, said Woods and under him for seven years. “He is surrounded by his

. diplomat said. But as an elected leader trying to rebuild
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LIBERIA

CHARLES MCARTHUR TAYLOR
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Liberia from the Ivory Coast to 
topple Doe's government and did.

Atlantic
Ocean

In July 1997, he was elected, 
president in what Liberians say 
was their freest voting ever.

k 
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; ' “The guns are buried for now,* said a Western aid
Stili it is not clear how independent Taylor can be of worker who has traveled extensively in the interior.

‘ ‘ SeeUBERlA.A23,CoL4

MONROVIA, Liberia 
a Friday the 13th. Liberian President Chariec 
Taylor confronted an old foe: Nigerian troops 
 of the West African peacekeeping force that 

helped end Liberia’s civil war—a war that Taylor

. GUINEA;- '

' • • :  L- - J Thousands of young men who fought for Taylor
and permit resuscitation of the economy And he during the war are illiterate, untrained and feeling

-ersr including one of his toughest critics, Roman 
, Catholic Archbishop Michael Francis. After consulting 

them, Taylor decided that a confrontation with Nigeria, 
while emotionally satisfying, would not be what Liberia, 
needed.

“He came out and said he was going to go home and 
shoot some basketball to calm down,” the aide said.

Seven months after Taylor was elected to Liberia's 
presidency, he is being changed by it, Liberians and 
foreign diplomats say. From 1989 to 1996, Taylor 
dominated Liberia's civil war with a militia—the Na­
tional Patriotic Front of Liberia—that armed children

fei1 —it-
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;»« others. And, they said, harassment of journalists has security people, telling him, ‘You're threatened—you
.“He was not known for listening to other people,” a decreased, as have human rights abuses. have to support and fund us,' * said a Liberian intellec-

- - y. 1— U Taylor appears to be responding to appeals for tual who asked not to be quoted by name, 
the state he helped destroy, Taylor is appealing to other administrative reforms to restore the state's finances  ----- ------- .
Liberians and foreigners for help- l

By James Rupert
Wunmjwn Poa Fonw> Senin

Bom and raised in Liberia; he 
is 49. Graduatedin 1977 from 
Bentley College, a little-known 
business school in Waltham, 
Mass., with a degree in — 
economica.

After seizing power in 1980 
from President William R. Tolbert 
Jr., President Samuel K. Doe 
invited Taylor to return to Liberia 
to be director general of the 
General Services Agency.

He served three years in the 
government before vanishing in 
1983 amid accusabons that he 
embezzled nearly $1 million from 
the Liberian treasury. Interpol 
tracked him to the United States 
and he was picked up by U.S. 
authorities in May 1984, on a 
Libenan extradition warrant He 
escaped from a Massachusetts 
jail in 1985 to avoid trial on the 
Liberian charges and later 
appeared in Ghana.

On Dec. 24, 1989, Taylor and 
a small band of men invaded

K

^even months after
& being elected president 
of Liberia, Charles Taylor 
is being changed by it, say 
Liberians and foreign diplomats.
From 1989 to 1996, Taylor

p' . started.
i - -jL The Nigerians had used Liberian territory to stagetne rvigenans nao useo unenan territory to stage 

Their attack last month on die military junta ruling 
-. neighboring Sierra Leone and had captured junta 

members who had fled to Liberia in helicopters. Taylor 
condemned the arrests as a violation of Liberian 

.. sovereignty and told Nigeria to hand over the Sierra 
■ Leoneans—or else.
“ ? The Nigerian army instead seized Monrovia's air- 

' ports and stationed tanks in its streets. A Nigerian jet 
rattled the city with thunderous passes barely higher 
than the shelLpodced presidential office building.

Taylor and his closest lieutenants were angry 
enough that some around him thought he might order 

, tha Nigerians out of the country—a step that would 
have put Liberia’s fragile recovery from war at risk.

But said one of Taylor’s aides, he surprised them by 
summoning a group of politicians and religious lead-

Burdens of Office Moderate 
Leader of Militia in Civil War

>»-------------

a

Especially in the past two months, Taylor has begun seems to be groping for a reconciliation with old foes, hopeless about the future. In rural areas they set up
”a degree of consultation with people from outside* his while keeping firm control of political and military roadblocks to shake down travelers for “tolls.”
faction, said Samuel Woods, director of Liberia's power. *” J 4 ’* ’ir"‘
Catholic justice and Peace Commission. Taylor and his CX   
aides have more regularly summoned religious, politi- the militia members and commanders who fought

with a militia that killed and 
brutalized civilians. In the past 
two months he has begun to 
consult with people from outside 
his faction, some say

g
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Liberia’s Leader Moderating His Militancy
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Taylor’s opening to people outside his longtime cutie 
does not extend to security issues. Shortly after taking 
office, he barred the West African peace force from 
helping to rebuild the Liberian army, as had been 
foreseen by the peace plan that ended the civil war.

Taylor has retired an estimated 2,000 members of the 
old Liberian army—which was dominated by ethnic
Krahns who were among Taylor’s most bitter enemies— 
and is replacing them with his loyalists.

Several analysts, inch'.diiig Woods, questioned how 
independent Taylor can be of his old militia security 
chiefs, who now serve in key state positions.

These include Joe Tate, a cousin of Taylor’s who is 
director of the Liberian national police. Tate helped lead a 
six-week spasm of violence and looting in 1996 in
Monrovia. After Taylor named Tate to his job, the United 
States canceled a project to help train the Liberian police 

reforms. Saleeby has been struggling to revive govern- “because Congress wouldn’t stand for spending money 
ment finances, which for years have been sluiced into the
pockets of the various militias competing for power.
Liberia’s budget for this year amounts to $41 million—
less than the Washington, D.C., financial control board
has spent on consultants, lawyers and contracts.

Saleeby guessed that the government’s revenue base
last year represented no more than 10 to 15 percent of
Liberia’s economy. After reviving and streamlining cus­
toms and business tax collections, Saleeby said, “we’re
tapping perhaps 60 or 65 percent” of the economy Much
of the rest escapes through corruption and smuggling,
notably of gold and diamonds, he said.

Taylor’s government is to meet in early April with
potential foreign aid donors, including the U.S. govern­
ment, to discuss what help they might offer Liberia.
Saleeby said Liberia’s withered economy and state “will
be able to absorb only a portion of its needs.... I would
be open to looking for $600 [million] to $750 million over
two years.”

To combat donors’ fears of corruption or waste, Tm
prepared to appoint a firm of international auditors to
monitor our use of aid funds and report back to the donor
community,” Saleeby said.

on Joe Tate,” a U.S. analyst said.
Human rights groups and die State Department say 

security agencies have harassed and brutalized Taylor’s 
critics. In November, police arrested an opposition 
politician, Samuel Dokie, and three relatives. They 
handed the Dokies to men from the presidential body­
guard, the Special Security Service, and the Dokies’ 
burned, mutilated bodies were found three days later. 
The Special Security Service director, Benjamin Yeaten, 
acknowledged having ordered the arrests, but denied 
ordering the killings.

A court dismissed murder charges Thursday against 
three Special Security agents accused of the killings, and 
the government pressed charges against two civilian 
codefendants.

Tate has arrested journalists, notably from the Inquir­
er, a Monrovia newspaper, and the government closed 
two independent radio stations for a week in January. In 
an interview, Taylor said the stations’ closure had been 
“on pure, technical grounds ... [of] improper registra­
tion.’ He said a recent closure of the Inquirer was 
justified because the paper had published an ill-founded 
story that encouraged civil upheaval

________________ LIBERIA From A21________________

And, for now, the country seems exhausted by the years 
of war. But should the exhaustion and patience of the 
ex-fighters wane, “they will know where to find” guns, the 
aid worker said.

Taylor’s turn to the outside is visible in his choice of 
economic advisers, diplomats and economists said. He 
appointed a World Bank economist, Elie Saleeby, as 
finance minister and recently named “technically effi­
cient people” to replace his sister-in-law as planning 
minister and another longtime loyalist as transport 
minister, a diplomat said. Many other officials of Taylor’s 
faction, some regarded as corrupt, remain in key eco­
nomic posts, the diplomat said.

In an interview, Saleeby voiced confidence that Taylor 
is committed to basic administrative and economic
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February 23, 1998

-j

Dear Dr. Hatout:

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

|

?'

j-

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

Dr. Hassan Hatout
The Islamic Center of Southern California

434 South Vermont Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90020

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

On behalf of the First Lady, thank you very much for 
your thoughtful letter and for “Reading the Muslim Mind.” We 

appreciate your thoughtfulness.

I
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February 11, 1998

With my kindest regards.

■J
Sincerely yours.

:.?'r

■

I am sending a copy of my book, “Reading the Muslim Mind” ,in case you or 
Chelsea wish to have some more insight in Islam.

Dear Mrs. Clinton:
Your gracious reception of Muslims at The White House for Eid on January 29,

1998, prompts yet another thank you. We have been very impressed, and feel very 
grateful.

The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton
Old Executive Office
17th and G Street, Room 100 
Washington, DC 20502

Hassan Hathout

I f
... ■ ■ i ■

In The Name of God, The Benehcient, The Merciful

THE ISLAMIC CENTER OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
434 South Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles, Caufornia 90020

Information (213) 384-5783 Business (213) 384-6324 Fax (213) 382-9200
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January 12,1998

I
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Your All Holiness:

Thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely,

I

---------------

I
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THE WHITE HOl’SE

WASHING CON

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady

His All Holiness
The Ecumenical Patriarch, Bartholomew of Constantinople

Rum Patrikhansi

34220 Fener
Halic Istanbul, Turkey

Thank you very much for your thoughtful letter and for 
the wonderful gifts for the First Lady and myself which Father 

Alex has forwarded to us from you. It was a privilege to 
receive you at the White House. The First Lady’s words of 
welcome spoke for all of us, particularly for those of us who 

were privileged to visit with you in Istanbul.

We wish you the blessings of the Christmas Season and 
a fullness of God’s blessings. Thank you for many kindnesses
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t Bartholomew, by the grace of God, Archbishop of Constantinople, New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch

At the Patriarchate, December 1,1997

Your fervent supplicant before God,

THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH

Io

V

-|- Bartholomew of Constantinople

Ei

i

Miss Melanne Verveer, Office of the First Lady, beloved in the 

Lord: Grace and peace to you from God.

•J

We will always remember you in our prayers here at the 

Ecumenical Patriarchate, commending you to the love and care of Saint 
Andrew the First-Called Apostle, the Holy Protector of our Patriarchate. 

As Ecumenical Patriarch, we bestow on you and your loved ones our 
Patriarchal and paternal blessing, praying that our good and gracious 

Lord will grant you good health, prosperity and progress in all your 

endeavors.

May our Savior, the Pre-Eternal God, Who is coming to be born in 

Bethlehem for our salvation, grant you a blessed feast filled with angelic 

joy and divine love, and may His grace and infinite mercy be with you 

always.

!

1

Now that we have returned to our own City, we take this 

opportunity to express our deepest appreciation and thanks to you for all 
of your labors on behalf of our first Patriarchal visit to America. Your 

careful preparations and attention to detail helped to make the reception 

of our Modesty as the White House with the First Lady a truly 
memorable experience. On behalf of our own person and the Most 

Reverend Members of the Holy and Sacred Synod, we express our 

warmest thanks to you for your devotion and dedication to your duties.

a



December 22, 1997

Dear Vai:

Best wishes and happy holidays!.

Sincerely,

Thanks also for Caring People, which I have shared 
with others here.

Thank you very much for your thoughtful letter. It was 
so nice to hear from you.

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady

Mr. Vai Halamandaris
Executive Director
Caring Institute
513 C Street, NE
Washington, DC 20002-5809



CARING
p u B L I S H I N G

Heather Dittbrenner, Editor

December 2,1997

Dear Melanne:

I hope that 1998 will be your best year ever.

With best wishes.

228 Seventh Street, SE, Washington, DC 20003 • 202/547-7424 • Fax 202/547-3540

The purpose of this note is to wish you all the best during this holiday season 
and throughout the new year. My fondest wish is for your health and happiness.

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Deputy Chief of Staff 

to the First Lady 
Office of the First Lady 
OEOB, Room 100
Washington, DC 20500

I am taking the liberty of enclosing the latest issue of our Caring People magazine, 
which contains our salute to the most caring men and women in America. If you know 
someone who should be honored with a national Caring Award, please let me know.

Vai J. Halamandaris
Publisher

VJH:amw
Enclosure

Vai J. Halamandaris, Publisher

»



January 12, 1998

Dear Ms. Hartigan:

[Az,

Thanks and best wishes.‘'J*”

Sincerely,

<9^

' .z
<•

■ I

On behalf of the First Lady, thank you very much for 
your letter and invitation to The Chicago Dinners.

It is too early to determine whether the First Lady will 
be able to attend. Our scheduling office will be in touch once a 
decision has been made. In the meantime, we look forward to 
receiving further information about specific dates.

Ms. Marge Hartigan
The Chicago Community Trust
222 North Lasalle Street 
Suite 1400 
Chicago, IL 60601-1009

■M

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady

THE WHITE HOI SE

W\SHING I ON

h; *3^

■■



The Chicago Community Trust

Decembers, 1997

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

The Chicago Dinners is inspired by the belief that informal conversations among 
small groups of community leaders from different racial and ethnic backgrounds is a 
vital step in healing our country’s racial and ethnic divisions. The beauty of this 
strategy is its simplicity. Americans rarely find the opportunity for honest 
conversations about race, even among social or professional peers.

I have enclosed a description of the logistics of The Chicago Dinners and some of 
the things written about the dinners for your information. The next round of The 
Chicago Dinners will be in April 1998. We would be delighted, if your schedule 
permits, for you to attend one of the dinners. We would appreciate the opportunity 
to discuss the possibility with one of your staff members.

Hillary Rodham Clinton
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500

The Chicago Dinners is a place where we can get to know each other, speak from 
the heart about important things and gain a stronger sense of community. These 
dinners encourage and nurture conversation about race that is both real and 
personal. They provide an opportunity to listen quietly and respectfully to fresh 
perspectives.

As I mentioned at that time, the Human Relations Foundation of Chicago, a 
supporting organization of The Chicago Community Trust on whose Executive 
Committee I serve, sponsors The Chicago Dinners: A Night of Unity. This event is a 
series of dinners that brings together civic, business and community leaders from 
various racial, ethnic and religious backgrounds in small groups to socialize and 
discuss issues of race. Over 800 individuals have participated in a single evening.

I am writing in follow-up to the round table discussion on race relations that took 
place during your recent visit to Chicago for your birthday celebration.

222 North LaSalle Street
Suite 1400
Chicago, Illinois 60601-1009
312.372.3356
312.580.7411 FAX
312.853.0394 too

4



Sincerely,

Marge Hartigan

I believe that The Chicago Dinners process is an effective model for opening racial 
dialogue and hope that you agree. If you have any questions, feel free to call me or 
Clarence Wood who serves as President of the Human Relations Foundation of 
Chicago at 312.456.7745.



11^ The Chicag<The Chicago Dinners:

Why the Chicago Dinners?

our

The Chicago Dinners: A Night of Unity is inspired by the belief that informal conversations 
among small groups of community leaders from different racial and ethnic backgrounds is a 
vital step in healing our country's racial and ethnic divisions. The beauty of this strategy is its 
simplicity. Americans rarely find the opportunity for honest conversations about race, even ' 
among social or professional peers.

The Chicago Dinners is a place where we can get to know each other, speak from the heart 
about important things and gain a stronger sense of community. These dinners encourage 
and nurture conversation about race that is both real and personal. They provide an 
opportunity to listen quietly and respectfully to fresh perspectives.

When it comes to race, we’re usually too concerned about being politically correct to have 
real conversations with one another. If you wouldn’t say it on national television, better not 
say it at all. We are so careful not to offend that we don’t really say what’s on our minds and 
in our hearts. Sometimes what’s really in our minds and hearts isn’t something we want to 
acknowledge to ourselves, either. So, better no to talk about race at all. Leave that to the 
sociologists or to the demagogues.

When we do talk about race, we don’t often talk about our own personal feelings and 
experiences. We say things we believe we should. This is especially true within our peer 
groups, we fear isolation if we are perceived as holding views that might put us at odds with 
our friends and our colleagues.

It’s even more uncomfortable talking about race with people of different races and ethnicity. 
We hold ourselves in check, unsure of what to say, wary of stirring surprising and 
unpredictable emotions. Too often there’s a political agenda afoot, which tends to polarize 
people rather than bring them together. Agendas get in the way of real conversation.

But if we don’t talk realistically about race in America, our solutions to the challenges we 
face as a community will always be constructed on the soft ground of half-truths. If we fear 
we might offend, we will be afraid to try bold approaches to public and social policy in our 
community. People of good will must talk with one another and share their thoughts 
honestly about an issue that touches us fundamentally. Otherwise we will allow 
community attitudes and policies to be shaped by the most strident voices.

We will fulfill the prophecy of the Irish poet William Butler Yeats, who wrote in “The Second 
Coming”:

“The best lack all conviction, while the worst
Are full of passionate intensity. ”



• The Chicago Dinners have created momentum across the Chicago area for 
launching a positive dialogue to build bridges across the widening racial, ethnic, 
and religious divides in our city and country. Since the first round of dinners in 
November, many hosts and guests have initiated similar events on their own to 
continue the dialogue they started that first evening.

• The Chicago Community Trust and The Human Relations Foundation kicked off 
The Chicago Dinners project with a landmark event on November 28, 1995. That 
evening, more than 500 community leaders from around the Chicago area 
participated in 71 dinners held in people's homes, places of business, or local 
restaurants throughout the city and suburbs.

"This event was one of the most important efforts in race relations 

in Chicago in a long time."
-1995 Chicago Dinners Host

The Chicago Dinners: A Night of Unity 
Project Overview

• The positive momentum stimulated by the initial round of dinners is being 
maintained through the day-to-day activities of dinner participants. Dinner 
groups have reconvened on their own to continue the conversation they began 
last November. Participants have initiated similar dialogues about race relations 
in their workplaces or places of worship. The project has also inspired multi­
ethnic community development, arts, and sports programs.

• The beauty of the strategy behind The Chicago Dinners is its simplicity. 
Americans rarely find the opportunity for honest conversations about race, even 
among social or professional peers. Informal conversations among small, 
diverse groups of community leaders can be a vital first step in healing our 
country's racial and ethnic divisions.

• The format of The Chicago Dinners is simple. Each dinner is hosted by a Chicago 
community leader, and takes place at the host's location of choice. Hosts plan 
and sponsor their own dinners, and all dinners take place on the same evening.

• "The Chicago Dinners: A Night of Unity" is a series of dinners coordinated by the 
Human Relations Foundation of Chicago that brings together civic, business, and 
community leaders from a variety of racial, ethnic, and religious backgrounds in 
small groups to socialize and discuss issues of race.
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■ Inviie the politically incorrect.

That was my^eacjion to a recent do^inanX Na°ck eb"™*- 

vttation tn , ••nu:___ minantis black commur relations is key to our survival. We

conversations about race. Where
they can take—tomorrow. Wooti

the dinner, series. If-thev were
L'n:rv n;..... " ___ u ..

con-

ere.”

, . r----------  ...» auuui
their comments is what thev

—_____ l *

had visited the South Side. They

13^

. pre­
communities

A Bountiful Feast tor the Soul

■ Recent unity dinners" designed to

lations Foundation, wrote in his

improve race relations left most 
diners hungry for more.

a new name for

Unity Dinners." we wouldn't 
need to have them. But we also 
would not be the diverse, vibrant 
city that we are.

L.aurn S. Washington is editor 
and publisher of the Chicago Re­
porter.

Psrscnai View / By Laura S. Washington

Here we go again.

invitation to "attend

some participants offered some ad­
ditional strategies:
■ Include people from working­
class and low-income communities. 
The privileged class may hold 
most of the power, but they don't 
have ail the answenu
■ Invite the politically incorrect. 
Liberals don t have a license on 
racial tolerance. Many conserva­
tives agree that improving race

ences and forums attempting to 
tackle the thorny subject of race. 

I was skeptical that y;; 
round of conversations would move 
r- J '
hand-wringing over race relations.

P- * ___ ~___ _
president of the cft^Huma'n Re-' 
lations Foundation, wrote in his 
invitation to the Unity Dinners: 
We rarely find the opportunitv 

tor honest conversations about 
race, even among our social or 
professional peers." He’s right.

So I joined about 920 others at 
83 dinners, most in private homes

Park t0 Elmhurst to 

_ —-—a asaw neard
from several dozen participants.

But that's what makes these con- 
vet another yersat,ons. so important. As one

- .. •••> planned
for November. That's great. But

o- J. aoout ygu others at
83 dinners, most in private homes 
from Hyde Park to Elmhurst to 
Glencoe. Since then I have heard 
from several dozen participants.

All agreed that this is a signifi­
cant step in a city often considered 
the most segregated in the nation. 
What surprised me most about 
their comments is what thev 
learned from one another:
■ Chicago was founded bv a black 
man. French trader and explorer 
Jean Baptiste DuSable.
■ Some white participants said the 
dinners were the first time they

SA NigflK L- SUCh as Chatham and SoutTs^oro 4 n?d Ialk honestly to peo^

dozen panels. XYnm coX b’^caries of affirmative action. " e dinner Tert0 TthT:
ences and forums attemptine to o.P1.? .un*e,thng: even Painful- "Unitv Dinnnrc ™ ,.i.



t

»

(Chicago (Tribune

22 Section 1

Founded Juke io. im?
Jack Fuller. pubUt/ur Howard A. Tyner. 

N. Don Wycliff. Editorial Pa,,

James O'Shea. B*puiyManarMr£daor/jvetci
R- Bruce Dqld. Dtptuy Edluuiai Pagt Editor

Editor

Ann Marie Lipinski. Managing Editor

Gerould Kern. Dtputg Managing Editor/fatunt 

-■ F. Richard Ciccone. Airoaau F^tor

In recent years, race relations have become like the 
weather: Everybody complains about them, but 
nobody does anything

Well, not quite nobody. Clarence Wood, head of the 
Human Relations Foundation of Chicago, and Bruce 
chosento °f Chicag0 Community Trust, have 

tt created “The Chicago Dinners: A Night of 
Unity, a senes of multi-racial, multi-ethnic dinner 
parties at which participants share food and 
drink—and discuss race relations.

Two rounds of dinners have been held so far. The 
first held last Nov. 28. brought together more than 500 
participants, in parties of 12 to 16. at 71 dinner* and 
one lunch. The second round, held April 18. drew 
more than 850 people to 83 dinners in the city and the 
suburbs.

Most °f Uie dinners are held in private homes, with 
one individual or couple serving as host All of the 

---------------------------------------------------- ---------------- Friday, June 7.1996

Food, drink and frank talk on race
invitees are "community leaders” of some sort 
whether m government business, education, religion 
or another field. And all come committed t0 breaking 
down the barrier of silence behind which ramai 
resentments smolder.

Have the dinners ushered in a new era of racial 
brotherhood? Of course not But they have opened 
some minds and opened some lines of communication 
among people who otherwise would never have 
known or spoken to each other.

Has the execution been perfect? Of course not 
Guest lists have been notably light on. for example, 
white ethnics from the city's Bungalow Belt people 
who need to be engaged in a racial dialogue. Some 
affirmative action in that direction would be helpfid.

But The Chicago Dinners are a work in progress. 
The crucial thing is that Wood and Newman have 
dared to do something about race relations, not just 
complain about them.
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John McCarron
(bad tehnnlejob discnriunition.
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balance?
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Pleading white
but not guilty in 
the racial dialog

'••-V

uJ.

to hatrad; gnod or oom
J. 5 b?“ moti*e- B®* *»ta»ior by 
pjacki is generally laid to negative social 
oreumstances.

J. '

ust because Fm a white liberal doesn't 
mean Fm guilty.

Nobody in my family owned slaves.
Anything Fve been able to scrape tnp*h»r 
in this world—the job. the mortgage, th* 

mini*van and the IRA account—is the product of
my own hard work and the support nf rm 
and family. I didn’t exploit anybody and nobody 
exploited me.

Sociologists might call it a working-class 
background.

Whatever you call it I think it's why I begged off 
last month when a friend invited me to at 
their home, where a carefully selected bi-radal 
group of “leaders" was to discuss the tender issue 
of race in America. Dozens of these “rm tty” 
dinners have been held throughout the rhir^en 
area over the last year.

Judging by the background of my would-be host 
and hostess (highly educated charitable-foundation 
types). I had a pretty good idea of how the evenmg 
would go. The African-American professionals at 
the table would relate the subtle, and not-so-subtle. 
forms of racism they have encountered throughout 
their lives. The white professionals would nod 
sympathetically and. when their turns came, 
confess to their own little acts of bigotry. P-rh.™ 
the time they mistook a black executive for a 
secretary, or switched lines at Dominicks to avoid 
the cashier with the dreadlocks.

In other words, the evening was likely to be a 
warm and fuzzy white guilt trip. And frankly, with 
apologies to my liberal friends and co-workers. I 
no longer do white guilt trips. Not if I can avoid 
them. And almost never on my own time, because 
my day job requires me to attend far too many one­
sided discussions about race and racism.

Normally I just look at my shoes, because my 
perspecuve most often doesn't square with the 
racial correctness that suffuses most college 
seminar rooms, non-profit workshops and. yes. 
newsrooms and editorial boards.

Within such rarefied circles, racism is almost 
aiwavs regarded as something whites perpetrate 
against blacks. Bad behavior bv whites is 
aiwavs attributed to hatred, greed or some other 
base mouve. Bad behavior bv blacks is generally

-Ttonj the wctta-
i •'•v. oraS. -hey

-My suspicion, based

dSpXiffX* by.“™imerable PBS t0

therrereadyTo’mo^o^

» lt-s
But SO very debilitating. -------

XS?" »ho-e notP1®5’ who's not

TJae is a measure of truth to such

ChrtoMter Utch to b. mm™

Jim Crow“h "bug"" A.
* »een too many MaA ue®ecLA*

atS5 hw,

complained about the time my wSS'/iJ 
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‘Non-guilt’ con
‘Non-guilt’ pro

home, it’s more likely the host 
wants to take the discussion- 
ftirther than laying blame and 
establishing guilt McCarron's 
view notwithstanding, most 
thinking black people would 
like to discuss solutions. His 
stereotyping restricts the 
possibility of seeking common 
ground.

Lets assume, however, that 
McCarron is right Does he 
then lack the courage to 
confront the guilt game once it 
comes? Does he lack the 
intellectual capacity to 
tactfully push the discussion 
past blame? Does simmering in 
irritation or responding with 
blame-placing stories of his 
own represent his only 
options? If the latter, the 
examples he provides don't 
hold up well against any 
reasonable criteria for racially 
motivated transgressions.

But while I acknowledge the 
existence of racists of all hues 
McCarron ignores the greater 
ability for whites to act on 
racist feelings from positions 
of power in issues of impor­
tance (loans, housing, hiring, 
etc.). His feelings about the 
racial guilt game may stem 
(torn the fact that he has so 
few cards to play.

Darrell A. Williams

in John McCarron's
perspective on efforts to
openly and frankly discuss 
race relations in an intimate, 
face-to-face environment.
Frankly, I believe his views 
represent stereotyping and a 
lack of courage inconsistent 
with the intellectual openness 
of the liberal tradition he
claims to be a part oil

McCarron assumes his host 
would bombard him with
stories of white racism—to
him. the classic move in the 
overplayed game of Tm the 
victim.” All he has in response 
are tales and statistics (mostly 
specious) of victimization. 1' 
would ask McCarron to give 

 his host more credit By
that the white management of inviting strangers into his/her 
a local pizza restaurant -
refused to serve her party.
While being interviewed, the
woman was identified as a
"Discrimination victim.''

Really? We have only her 
word, and aren't such charges 
normally resolved in the
courts? Is unbiased coverage 
something that exists only in
the pristine environment of-
journaiism schools?

Dave Gorak

Founded June io. 1847 

Jack Fuller. Pubiisha- Howard a. Tyner. Editor

N. Don WycuFF. Editoriai Past Editor ANN MARIE Lipinski. Manatuut Editor 

James O’Shea. Deputy Manatmt Editor/News GEROULD Kern. Deputy Managing Editor/Features 

R. Bruce Dold. Deputy Editoriai Page Editor F. Richard CICCONE. Assoaate Editor

CHICAGO—I cannot
LOMBARD—I have only one PX disappointment

word for John McCarron's
June 10 Op-Ed column.
headlined "Pleading white but
not guilty in the racial
dialog”—excellent

My family’s roots are in
Poland. Hungary and the
former Czechoslovakia, and I
have never felt guilty or
responsible because of how
blacks have been treated. I was
raised to treat everyone with
respect regardless of skin
color, religion or politics.

Mr. McCarron also is right
about the one-sided coverage
the news media give to crimes 
involving race. A good
example could be a local TV
station s June 8 story about a
black woman who charged



'v

!-
i

V

International

Life in the Romanian capital is going to the dogs

Ives.

So, the dogs that are caught arti
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mangy mutts roam the city, cower- , j’ me. former dictator who lev- around for scrans and ’ motinS nTk t aS . omy elgnt clog'
ing in doorways, dashing in front of ? e<? e"tlre neighborhoods during through garbagelans a? night^wf tl^ks one P°und
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people a day — nearly twice as j °rnate prewar homes were tom but sometimes the does snan ’ ™Ctk'KaSaPUt of service this 
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More than 1,000 complaints a

many as in New York, a city three
times larger. n ------------- *.«**^. — towuu m
cJI^J^^^to the SSdinKlvT^

and bit my leg,” Irinel fadulescu
said. She went for tetanus and ra­
bies shots “and in the hospital court­
yard, a dog almost bit me again.”
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BUCHAREST, Romania

New York fo? ite ^““SiTE f^uToth;/h^“^ be’S 

Bucharest, the streets have gone to she arrived for a visit last year, 
the dogs. The problem of out-of-control ca-

Between 100,000 and 1.  — 
mangy mutts roam the city, cower-

And the abandoned animals have

: n’onthpourinto'{hecivs''^frial
lhe dogs saunter along the side- protection office. ~ ‘

H™ ■‘S

saS&SS
told newspapers that killing the 
dogs would violate Christian values.

mjM0 ptatftadi-KtotaSS JZSSIX rt”cower- e?Cj’ tt'f. former dictator who lev- around for scrap^and"’ Sf dog: fl® and sterilizeT



December 9, 1997

Melanne,

See attached letter and exchange of notes between HRC and me. 
I think HRC doing letters of recommendation for women she 
meets on her foreign travels sets a really bad precedent. I guess 
that’s why I have been sitting on this for so long. What do you 
think? You were there.
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January 12, 1998

I
Dear Ms. Herman:

Thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely,

t'-

■,y:

■

iU-V'. ■' f >*..

• >.

■?

Ms. Ruth Herman
Executive Director
Women in Community Service
1900 N. Beauregard Street 
Suite 103
Alexandria, VA 22311

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady

Thank you very much for your letter and invitation to 
the First Lady to the Women’s Rights National Historic Park’s 
celebration of the 150th Anniversary of the Women’s Rights 

Movement.

4
t

1

/ . ■

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

The First Lady hopes to attend, but it is too early to 
determine at this time whether it will be possible. Our 
scheduling office will contact you once a decision has been 

made.

■■■
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January 7,1998

Dear Ms. Verveer:

Church Women United

National Office

Si

National Council of 
Catholic Women

National Council of
Negro Women

Founded in 1964 
by a coalition of:

American GI Forum
Women

As you know, 1998 will mark the 150th Anniversary of the Women’s Rights Movement. An 
afternoon tea shared in 1848 by five women friends near Seneca Falls, New York, led to the 
global effort to improve women’s status which continues today. As Ms. Hillary Rodham 
Clinton has become an international ambassador for this vital cause, it is our hope that she 
will assume a prominent role in the upcoming anniversary celebrations.

An excellent opportunity for the First Lady presents itself on Saturday, July 18, in Seneca 
Falls, hometown of this peaceful, determined revolution. If Ms. Clinton would agree to 
keynote the central program hosted by the Women’s Rights National Historic Park and 
Celebrate 98 on that day, her address could be telecast to thousands of people who will be 
assembled for celebrations across the nation. Her address would most likely be highlighted 
by the print and electronic media as well.

I thank you for your consideration of this request and look forward to your positive response. 
You may reach me at (703) 671-0500 if you have any further questions.

Reducing poverty 

by promoting 

self-reliance.

I hope her presence as the keynote speaker in Seneca Falls on Saturday, July 18 will be 
possible.

National Council of 
Jewish Women

Already, over 300 national women’s and girls’ organizations are planning local and state 
events for this important Anniversary under the theme “Living the Legacy: The Women’s 
Rights Movement 1848-1998”. As you can see from the list enclosed. Women in 
Community Service (WICS) is among the many organizations that are already participating. 
As a national nonprofit that already addresses women’s issues across the nation, we 
encourage everyone to participate in this landmark event.

Treasurer
Denise Dedeaux, MS

C. Herman 
utive Director

The First Lady’s public appearance on this important day will both give her a historic venue 
for voicing her conviction that women’s rights issues are of paramount importance, and 
further validate the importance of the nationwide Anniversary celebration.

President
Virginia T. Austin, DC

Vice President
Christene Chambliss, VA

1900 N. Beauregard St. 
Suite 103
Alexandria, VA 22311

(703) 671-0500
(800) 442-WICS
(703) 671-4489fax

E-mail:
WICSnatl@aol.com

Web Site: 
http://www.WICS.org

Secretary
Sylvia Martinez-Flores, TX

Ex-Officio
Diane Kessler, IL

Executive Director
Ruth C. Herman, VA

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to the First Lady
Old Executive Office Building, Room 100 
Washington, DC 20500

wfcs
WOMEN IN 
COMMUNITY
S E R V I C E



*as of December 18,1997

Myra Sadker Advocates
National Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action League 
National Abortion Federation
National Association for Girls & Women in Sport 
National Black Herstory Task Force, Inc.
National Black Women’s Health Project
National Coalition for Sex Equity in Education 
National Committee for Responsible Philanthropy 
National Council of Jewish Women
National Council of Negro Women, Inc.
National Council of Women of the United States, hie. 
National Hook-Up of Black Women, Inc.
National Museum of Women’s History
National Organization for Women
National Woman's Party
National Women’s Conference
National Women’s History Project
National Women’s Law Center
NOW-Los Angeles
Plaruicd Parenthood Federation of America, Inc.
Soroptomist International of tire Americas
Tliird Wave Foundation
University of CT Women’s Center
Wider Opportunities for Women
Wild West Women, Inc.
Women in Communication, Inc.
Women in Community Service
Women’s Action for New Directions
Women’s Environment and Development Organization 
Women’s Institute for Freedom of the Press
Women’s League for Conservative Judaism
Zonta International

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS OF THE ISO™ ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE WOMEN’S RIGHTS MOVEMENT*

National Women’s History Project
7738 BELL ROAD • WINDSOR, CALIFORNIA 95492-8518 

PH: 707-838-6000 • FAX: 707-838-0478 • E-MAIL: NWHP@AOL.COM 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE: WWW.NWHP.ORG

9 to 5 National Association of Working Women 
AFL-CIO Working Women’s Department 
African-American Women’s Clergy Association 
Alice Paul Centennial Foundation
American Associafron of University Women 
American Business Women’s Association 
Appalachian State University Women’s Studies Dept 
Asian Women United of California t „
Bennett College
Black Women United for Action, Inc.
Black Women’s Agenda, Inc.
Broward County Women’s History Coalition
California Women’s History Coaltion
Center for Women Policy Studies
Church Women United
Clearinghouse on Women’s Issues 
Commission on Women-Kentucky
Commission on the Status of Women, New Mexico 
Commission on the Status of Women, San Luis Obispo 
Commission on tire Status of Women, Humboldt Comity 
Conunission on the Status of Women, Santa Monica 
District 8 Zonta International
Every Women’s Celebration, State of AZ
ERA - Illinois
ERA Summit
Federally Employed Women, Inc.
Feminist Majority Foundation
Forum 98
Frederick Douglass Institute of West Chester University
Fremarjo Enterprises, Inc.
Girl Scouts of the USA
Graland Country Day School
Hadassah
History of Women Religious Conference
Institute for Women’s Policy Research
Jewish Women International
Jervish Women’s Coalition, Inc.
MANA, A National Latina Organization
Maryland Center for the Study of History and Civic 
Education
Maryland Women’s History Coalition
McLean Satellite Communications, Inc.
Morton Township Women’s History Coaliton
Mount St Mary’s College

IJVINli TUB LECiACY
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Ms. Melanne Verveer

Chief of Staff to the First Lady

Old Executive Office Building, Room 100 

Washington, DC 20500

————_ 
 -

WOMEN IN
COMMUNITY
SERVICE

1900 N, BEAUREGARD STREET, SUITE 103
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22311-1716



January 12,1998

i

Dear Ms. Heineman-Pieper:

1

Best wishes.

incerely.

?f

i

I

♦

Ms. Jessica Heineman-Pieper
400 E. Randolph Street 
Chicago, IL 60601

THE WHITE HO ISE

WASHINGTON

Congratulations on your new position with NIMH. We 
are not surprised that you found challenging employment so 
quickly. It sounds like the perfect job for you. We wish you 
all the best as you face new challenges.

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady



December 30, 1997

Dear Ms. Verveer:

I wish you the very best of health and happiness in the coming New Year

Thank you again for your kindness.

Sincerely,

Jessica Heineman-Pieper

I have just been offered a position at NIMH, which I have accepted with alacrity. 
It is an ideal job for me in that it involves forging links between research policy, 
and program implementation on behalf of children, and also combines a 
component involving the philosophy of research.

Thank you very much for your reply and assistance in response to my inquiry 
regarding possible job openings with the Administration. I very much appreciate 
your generosity in lending me your time and consideration.

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to the First Lady
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Jessica Heineman-Pieper
400 E. Randolph St. 
Chicago, IL 60601 

jhpie@ccp.uchicago.edu



January 9, 1998

Dear Tony:

Thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely,

\w

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady

Mr. Anthony Hartigan
Merrill Lynch
2 Eagle Square
P.O. Box 2708
Concord, NH 03302-2708

Thank you very much for your letter and for “Art and 
Antiques,” with Bethany Tarbell’s wonderful article. I have 

shared it with others here.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON



Private Client Group 

Merrill Lynch

December 22, 1997

20500

Dear Melanne:

Sincerely,

F. HartiganAnthon

Anthony F. Hartigan 
First Vice President - 

Investments

The information set forth herein was obtained from 
sources which we believe reliable, but we do not 
guarantee its accuracy. Neither the information, 
nor any opinion expressed, constitutes a solicitation 
by us of the purchase or sale of any securities or 
commodities. Printed in USA.

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff
Office of the First Lady
White House
Washington, DC

2 Eagle Square
P.O. Box 2708
Concord, New Hampshire 03302-2708
603 223 2208
800 651 1862
FAX 603 223 2220

Bethany Tarbell is a Wellesley graduate who covered furniture auctions 
for three years in New York. She was swept away by our furniture makers, 
and I again want to thank Mrs. Clinton for having visited us last year.

It is fun to share in Terry Shumaker's excitement. He took time to 
call and ask that I forward to you the enclosed article from the January 
issue of Art & Antiques (pg. 73).

In 1998 our exhibit and auction will again be in August and September. 
In June, the exhibit will adorn the Colonial mansion of Governor Wentworth 
in Portsmouth. We are investigating Washington locations for a traveling 
show.

7...thony
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This marker identifies the place of a publication.
A

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose 
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or 

visit the Clinton Presidential Library's Research Room.
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January 5, 1998

Dear Ms. Hinman:

Thanks and best wishes.

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady

Thank you very much for your letter and invitation to 
the First Lady to speak at the City Club of Cleveland’s Youth 

Forum Series. »

Ms. Katie Hinman
850 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 4411

THE Will IE II OISE

WASH ING TON

Our scheduling office will contact you once a decision 
has been made as to whether Mrs. Clinton will be able to 

accept your invitation.

I

Sfyicerely,



December 15, 1997

Dear Ms. Verveer:

This is a rare opportunity for a figure of Mrs. Clinton’s national importance to 
relate directly to today’s young people.

The luncheon address is usually 25-30 minutes long, and is followed by a
30-minute question and answer period. Because we understand the 
resctrictures of the First Lady’s schedule, the date of the proposed forum is 
completely flexible.

The City Club Forum is one of the outstanding speakers’ platforms in the 
country, and has been a citadel of free speech since its founding in 1912. 
Those of us at the City Club are excited about our latest initiative, the 
Youth Forum Series. What makes the Youth Forum Series unique is the 
fact that it is entirely student-run; a panel of 18 area high school students 
selects and invites speakers, and handles everything pertaining to the 
event itself, from writing press releases to emceeing the event.

850 Euclid Avenue • Cleveland, OH 44114 • 216.621.0082 fax; 216.621.0129
1.888.223.6786 • e-mail: cityclub@ix.netcom.com

As a representative of the committee on the Youth Forum Series at the City 
Club of Cleveland, I would like to invite Mrs. Clinton to address a group of 
high school students from the Greater Cleveland area.

Our radio network includes 362 outlets in more than 40 states which 
broadcast City Club forums in their entirety. The complete program is also 
televised in the Ohio region and receives extensive news coverage by local 
affiliates and newspapers with frequent national pick up by news networks 
and wire services. Recent speakers have included President William J. 
Clinton, Ms. Janet Reno, Attorney General, Mr. Newt Gingrich, Speaker of 
the House, Ms. Madeliene Albright, as U.N. Ambassador.

As the Chief of Staff to Mrs. Clinton, you understand that she is much 
admired by students across the country. Her work in arenas such as 
education, health care, and human rights has touched on some of the

The City Club of Cleveland
Melanne Verveer a citadel of free speech

Chief of Staff to the First Lady
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, DC 20500



sst hopes to spe

Katie Hinman

issues most important to today’s youth. We would be honored to have Mrs. 
Hillary Rodham Clinton as the inaugural speaker of the Youth Forum 
Series, and will be calling to follow up.

With my sincerest hopes to speak with you soon
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January 29, 1998

M' « . r -,5 ’

Dear Mr. Hatch:

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

EX’S?

- <

I have given your gift to the First Lady and we thank 
you again for the important work that you are doing.

Thank you for your letter and the framed pictures of 
Mrs. Clinton’s visits to FINCA projects at home and abroad. It 
was wonderful to hear from you and the pictures brought back 
wonderful memories of the First Lady’s work on behalf of 
microcredit.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Mr. Robert W. Hatch 
Chairman of the Board 
FINCA International, Inc. 
1101 14th Street, NW 
11th Floor
Washington, DC 20005

z Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady

<•
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The Foundation for International Community 
Assistance (FINCA International) is a nonprofit 
organization, providing the working poor with 
small loans, a savings plan and the opportu­

nity to better care for their children. FINCA 
coordinates a network of 15 affiliated agencies

i *
1 .

1101 14th St, NW, 11th FL. Washington, DC 20005 
Tel (202) 682-1510 Fax (202) 682-1535 
E-mail 76215.1036@compuserve.com
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Foundation for International Community Assistance
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ip 14 countries, serving over 68,000 borrowers 
Into more; than 2,700 village h^iks. 

• : ' Village banks are peer groups, usually of 25-3?
5 : lo^ -income women. -The-groups select their

1 • Own members, elect officers, and administer
bank transactions
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PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION

Chechen refugee children dress in their 
best clothing for festival day.

Social and economic change in the former 
Soviet Republic of Kyrgyzstan has come at 
a price for the Kyrgyz people, especially 
women. Displaced from the formal work 
force, grandmothers, mothers and 
daughters have been forced to ration the 

income spent on the family.

Srro

Established in 1995, FINCA Kyrgyzstan is 
the only source of microbusiness credit in 
the country, providing small loans of $50 

and up. Most Kyrgyz village bankers 
engage in petty trade and commerce, 
including selling fruits, vegetables, 
confections and bread along the main 

streets and in the markets of Kyrgyzstan. 
Profits from these businesses are used to 
purchase food and medicines for the family.
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1

INCA
202-682-1510 FAX 202-682-1535

January 13, 1998

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

Sincerely,

Al7

A

Robert W. Hatch
Chairman of the Board

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
Office of the First Lady
The White House
Old Executive Office Building, Room 100
Washington, DC 20500

Rupert Scofield
Executive Director

John Hatch 
Founder

On behalf of the board, staff and clients of FINCA, I extend a heartfelt thank you for 
your generous contribution of $10,000 to FINCA International.

Foundation for International Community Assistance 

Banking on the Poor

Over the years, you have come to know FINCA in many ways. Not only have you visited 
with the women who participate in FINCA’s programs in Nicaragua, Uganda, Kyrgyzstan 
and in Washington, DC, but you have also become a tremendous advocate for microcredit 
programs around the world. I hope you take pride in knowing that because of your 
efforts, you are a shining example to thousands of women who have been, for the first 
time, empowered with a small business loan and their will for a better life for their 
children.

It is our pleasure to send along the following collage of “FINCA and First Lady” pictures. 
Again, thank you for your generosity and for inspiring us and many others to continue 
this important work to alleviate world poverty.

• llth Floor ♦

INTERNATIONAL, INC.

Washington, DC 20005 ♦1101 14th Street, N.W.


