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CHILDREN S SUMMIT 

March 26, 1998 

TO: Melanne Verveer 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
FAX (202)456-6244 

Dear Ms. Verveer: 

For security's sake, I wanted to send you a back-up copy of a letter that I mailed you earlier 
in the week. 

I'm writing to inquire whether the First Lady would be willing to greet winners of the 1998 
Children's Summit Competition on Friday, May 1, on whatever schedule would work for 
you. . — . 

d will follow up with your office next week to see if this is possible at all. 

Thanks for your attention. 

Sincerely, 

Chuck Champ]in 
Director of Communications 
The Children's Summit 
(The Walt Disney Company) 
(818) 567-5959 
FAX (818) 566-7835 
Pager (800) 208-8431 
e-mail: chuck_champlin@studio.disney.com 3 page(s) sent 

P.S. We are inviting Mrs. Tony Blair to attend the Summit in Paris. She has not 
confirmed yet, but it would be interesting to have the two most influential first ladies put 
their wings over the Summit! 

f ? 1 

.1 1 
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CHILDREN'S SUMMTT 

March 19, 1998 

Mrs. Hillary Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

This is to invite you to support the 1998 Children's Summit, as you graciously did last summer 
with your video greeting to the 600 children from 40 countries at the 1997 Summit in Paris. 

The 1998 Children's Summit (May 4-8 in Paris) will consider the topic of "Growing Up." 
To prepare, children around the world are imagining projects they can do to support their 
communities. 

To identify the U.S. delegation to the Summit, Disney, The Just Think Foundation and the Points 
of Light Foundation - with Make a Difference Day, USA Weekend and Who Cares magazine -
have asked young people in America to imagine projects they can do to help their communities 
"grow up" to be the best they can be. Ten children will represent the U.S. children at the Summit. 
Projects that the kids create will be supported by Points of Light Volunteer Centers and Make a 
Difference Day. 

To date, 3,200 children have designed projects that range from a campaign to ban the sale of 
bullets in Los Angeles, to an effort by two girls in Nashville to increase voting. It's inspiring to 
imagine the power of children who know they can make a positive difference. 

This year, we would like to request that you consider meeting the U.S. team of 10 children before 
they travel to the Summit in Paris. The 10 winners will be in Washington on May 1 (May Day, a 
day of worid peace). They would be very honored if they could meet with you briefly that 
morning in the White House. Representatives from The Points of Light Foundation, The Just 
Think Foundation and Disney would join the children. 

As in past years, we know these will be exceptional children who represent the spectrum of 
America geographically and culturally. 

|[S[ 
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Mrs. Clinton - Page 2 

In the afternoon of May 1, the children will participate in an on-line conference with all the children 
who entered the U.S. contest, offering all ofthe 3,200 kids who have created projects the chance to 
send messages to Paris with (he U.S. team. They will have a real opportunity to reinforce the 
mission of the U.S. Summiteers to ~ to help the world "grow up" and take better care of its 
inhabitants! 

Thank you very much for entertaining this idea of meeting the Summiteers on May 1 

We hope this sounds like an opportunity in tune with your interests. We look forward to 
following up with your office to discuss it further. 

Sincerely, 

Chuck Champlin ' 
Director of Communications 
The Children's Summit 
(The Walt Disney Company) 
(818) 567-5959 
FAX (818) 566-7835 

cc: Bob Goodwin, Points of Light 
Ken Allen, Points of Light 
Elana Rosen, The Just Think Foundation 
John Cooke, Disney 

TQTfiL P.03 
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Mrs. Hil!ar\' Chnton 
The White House 
1600, Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington. D. C. 
USA 

Pans, 24 Febmar\ I99S 

Mrs. Hillar>' Clintoiv 

Following our letter of 1 i July 1997, I am pleased to inform you that preparations for 
the 1998 Children's Suirunit, hosted at Disneyland® Paris from 4 to 8 May, are well 
underway. " ' 

This fifth year anniversary Summit promises to be bigger and better than ever. As of 
today, 49 countries from all over the world have confirmed their participation and this total 
includes YOUR countr>'! 

Enclosed you will find infomiation on the Summit, including the Children s Summit 
Souvenir Book from last year, and the first two issues ofthe Children's Summit Gazette, which 
will give you an update on the current actions worldwide. 

This year, the Children's Summit theme is "Growing Up" and the children will explore 
sub-themes, such as Sports, Education, Relationships. Nutrition and the Rights of the Child. 

Please mark the dates of 6-7 May in your agenda. The 6"" will be a great opportunity to 
witness the children's workshops and most importantly to meet with them. On the 7"", children 
will be given the stage at UNESCO during a ceremony when they will present their work to the 
world media and Director General, Federico Mayor. Following a parade down the Champs-
Elys(jes, ever>'one will gather at The Louvre Museum and a reception will close our fifth 
edition of the Children's Summit. 

We would be honored to welcome you on this marvelous occasion. Your formal 
invitation will be sent with the complete agenda at the end of March. 

Yours sincerelv, 

Pierre Sissmann 
Executive Vice President 
The Walt Disney Company Europe 
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THE GAZETTE 
A bi-weekly newsletter on Summit activities. Edition n°l: January 23, 1998 

LAST YEAR'S FOLLOW-UP... 

THIS YEAR'S HIGHLIGHTS 

1997 UK Ambassadors Receive 
Government Recognition 
UK - On January 15, ten students 
from the Linden Grove CP School in 
Ashford presented their Children's 
Summit project Ashford - Past, Present 
and Future to Estelle Morris, Under 
Secretary of State in charge of school 
standards. The project, which now 
adorns the walls of the Department 
of Education, focuses on improving 
the community and concentrates on 
issues such as health and leisure 
services, pollution and transport. With 
the support of the Hammersmith and 
Fulham Urban Studies Centre, the 
students implemented their project in 
Ashford and have now set up their own 
environmental team, already in its 
fifth month. The projects recommended 
by the environmental team will be 
reviewed by the Under Secretary. 

History Award to 1997 Australian 
Summit Ambassadors 

Australia - A State award in the 
National History Challenge has been 
given to two former Children's Summit 
Ambassadors from Lucindale Area for 
theij 3-D museum display on the 
Children's Summit. 

Contest Launched In National 
Flemish Newspapers 
Belgium - This year the VUM news­
paper group with its weekly children's 
supplement, Slipkrant is organizuig the 
Children's Summit contest in Belgium, 
The editor-in-chief, Rik de Jonghe, 
covered the event in 1997 and was very 
touched and impressed. The VUM 
group sells over 350,000 copies 
between its three Flemish dailies and 
has a combined readership of over one 
million. 

Mandela Foundation Involved in 
Summit Competition 
South Africa - This year, five South 
African children will be selected 
through the Nelson Mandela Children's 
Fund. With the support of the 
Department of Education and 
UNESCO, contest entries ai'e also 
being delivered to 20,000 schools 
throughout the country to complete the 
South African delegation of ten kids. 
They will focus on ways to help others 
understand their basic rights. 

Spreading the Word Across 
America 
U.S. - Along with contest publications 
in Disney Adventures and a contest 
announcement on the Disney Channel, 
the U.S. has sent out 20,000 applica­
tion forms to Amencan schools and has 
a dedicated Internet site on Disney 
Online. Alliances with non-profit 
organizations such as the Just Think 
Foundation and the Points of Light 
Foundation have reinforced their 
efforts. 

/994 
FRIENDSHIP AND 
T H E F U T U R E 
14 countries 
I continent 

/995 
ENVIRONMENT 
26 countries 
3 continents 

/996 
COMMUNICATION 
30 countries 
4 continents 

;997 
S O C I E T Y 
39 countries 
6 continents 

;998 
GROWING UP 
48 countries 
6 continents 

SUM/VI/T SITES 

GLOBAL SITE : 
www.childrens-summit.com 

USA : 
www.disney.com/ 
childrenssummit 

SWEDEN ; 

www.ankeborg.egmont.se 

JAPAN : 
www.disney.co.jp/wdej 



IT'S A FACT... 
bulgaria 
Bulgaria's Ministry of Education and Science endorsed the contest launched for 
the first time through Mickey Mouse magazine. 

france 
Gerard KJein, one of France's top TV actors, is the local ambassador Klein is 
actively involved in educational issues through his top rated TV show. 

greece 
Well known TV personality Terens Kouik is the Greek ambassador to the 
Summit. Disney Club on the Mega Channel in Greece announced the contest 
and aired interviews of 1997 child ambassadors on two episodes in December. 
Another airing is scheduled in January. 

Hungary 
Katalin Kuncze, the wife of Hungary's Minister of Internal Affairs, is actively 
supporting this year's Children's Summit through press interviews and 
appearances at local Summit events. Champion fencer, model and mother, 
Gertrud Stefanek, is Hungary's facilitator. 

japan 
Japan launched a parallel contest inviting adults to participate in an essay 
competition to find the facilitator who will be working with the children on their 
project and accompanying them to the event. 

the netherlands 
This year's child ambassadors will be announced by renowned Wodd Cup 
Soccer player twins Mr. Frank and Ronald de Boer. 

new Zealand 
Their competition has been launched with the support of the Ministry of 
Education. Four weeks of airtime on a major TV channel in addition to 
coverage in the TV guide magazine are already underway. 

Slovak republic 
Marcela Vaskova from Donald Duck magazine appeared as a guest on the 
Slovak television program Tele-morning to encourage participation. 

PARTNERS ; \T ; \ GLANCE. . . 

Following the success of their '97 program, ing/postbank is launclung a kid 
reporter competifion in the Netherlands. 

mcdonald's will be promoting the Sunmiit in their Greek restaurants as well as 
hostmg a kid reporter program. 

france telecom is developing and hosting the official website again this year. 
The '98 version is scheduled to be up by the end of February. 

ratp, the public transport system of Paris and official CS 98 transporter, will 
host an exhibit ofthe children's posters, promote the event in a billboard cam­
paign and select kid radio reporters to cover the Summit. 

The 48 Part/c/ponts 
by Sub-themes' of 
Growing up 

NUTRIT ION 
India 
Ireland 
Pakistan 
Philippines 
Portugal 
UK 

SPORTS 
Australia 
Belgium 
Bulgaria 
Croatia 
Czech Republic 
Greece 
Hungary 
Israel 
Japan 
The Netherlands 
Poland 
Slovenia 
Spain 
Thailand 
Turkey 

CHILDREN'S RIGHTS 
France 
South Africa 

E D U C A T I O N 
Austria 
Denmark 
Germany 
Norway 
Slovak Republic 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Venezuela 

RELATIONSHIPS 
Finland 
Italy 
New Zealand 
Zimbabwe 

A L L T H E M E S 
Canada 
Russia 
USA 

U N D E C I D E D 
Bahrain 

Egypt 
Jordan 
Kuwait 
Lebanon 
Oman 
Qatar 
Saudi Arabia 
UAE 
Yemen 



GAZ 
CHILDREN'S .SUMMIT A bi-weekly newsletter on Summit activities Edition n" 2: Februaiy 13. 1998 

Children's Summit'98 Welcomes 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Disney 
Roy Disney, Vice Chairman of The 
Walt Disney Company, Chairman Walt 
Disney Feature Animation, and nephew 
of Walt Disney will attend the Summit 
with his wife Patty in May. 

Creative Communications 
Hungary - A press conference on 
Hungary's participation was held at the 
Kodaly Zoltan Altalanos primary 
school on January 22. School children 
gave a short music and dance perfor­
mance for press and Hungarian Summit 
supporters: Ms. Katalin Kuncze, wife 
of Hungary's Minister of Internal 
Affairs, Ms. Gertrud Stefanek, cham­
pion fencer, model and Ms. Marta 
Szabo, Counselor to the Hungarian 
National Commission for UNESCO. 

Everyone's a Winner in the 
Children's Summit Competition 
Slovak Republic - Of 115 entries, five 
Slovakian schools were identified as 
the 1998 Summit finalists. The final 
judging united the winners and their 
teachers along with orphans and 
children with disabilities on February 6 
for an «Aftemoon with Donald Duck.» 
The event was organized under the 
patronage of the Slovak Commission 
for UNESCO at The State Puppet 
Theatre and featured a display of the 
children's artwork, followed by a 
puppet show. Pop singer and Summit 
workshop facilitator, Peter Nagy gave a 
live performance to the delight of all 
the children. The event was 
broadcasted on national television. 

The Growing Up Questionnaire -
Understanding Kids Worldwide 
Worldwide - As part of their contri­
bution to the Summit, UNESCO has 
developed the Growing Up 
Questionnaire to be distributed in all 
participating countnes. Children can 
also access it on the Global Summit 
web site. The results of the question­
naire will be communicated at the 
Summit in a UNESCO-led workshop. 

And the Winners are... 
Australia - The Disney Channel film 
crew is travelling the country to 
interview the five finalist teams. The 
interviews will air on the Disney 
Channel and help the jury decide who 
will represent Australia this year. 

Jim Jinkins, of «Disney's Doug» 
to Select U.S. Ambassadors 
U.S. - The Children's Summit 
Competition in the U.S. garners 
suppoit from Jim Jinkins, creator 
and producer of the award-winning 
«Disney's Doug,» from Jumbo 
pictures, «101 Dalmatians : The 
Series» and the upcoming show 
«PB & J Otter». Along with The Walt 
Disney Company and the Points of 
Lights Foundation, Jinkins wants to 
encourage kids to make a positive 
impact on their environment. «The 
Disney Children's Summit Competition 
is a great way for that to happen. It 
gets kids thinking about ways to 
improve the world, starting in their 
own backyard.» Jinkins will judge the 
U.S. entries and select the 1998 U.S. 
Summit representatives. 

DECEMBER-jANUARY-
FEBRUARY 
Contests faunched 
around the world 

FEBRUARY-MARCH 
Finalists and winners 
announced 

MARCH-APRIL 
Winners work on their 
projects and prepare 
Summit presentations 

MAY 
49 nationalities unite 
at Disneyland Paris 
and UNESCO head­
quarters 

JUNE 
Promotion of children's 
rule and realization of 
community projects 

SUMMIT SITES 

GLOBAL SITE : 
www.childrens-summit.com 

DENMARK : 
www.andeby.dk 

JAPAN : 
www.disney.co.jp/wdej 

NORWAY 
www.donald.no 

SWEDEN : 

www.ankeborg.egmont.se 

USA : 

wv/w.disney.com/ 
childrenssummit 



IT'S A FACT... 

costa rica 
Newcomer Costa Rica is sending nine children with their project on Children's 
Rights. The Children's Summit contest is being sponsored and run by the 
Children's Museum and the Educational Foundation with support from the former 
First Lady, Gloria B. de Calderon. 

finland 
Miss Finland 1996, TV host and model, Lola Odusoga is Finland's «Summit 
goodwill ambassador». She will speak with the Finnish delegation about the 
importance of representing one's country. Ms. Elisabeth Rehn, UN Special Envoy 
to Bosnia, is endorsing the Summit and will tape a video message to the children 
promoting peace to be shown at the event in May. 

Israel 
Michal Yanai, the host of Israel's most popular children's program. Whipped 
Cream, is the local ambassador She will begin regular coverage of the Summit in 
February on her show which airs every Thursday and Saturday evenings at 7:00 
on cable TV. Michal Yanai records Disney songs in Hebrew. 

middle east 
The sub-themes chosen for the competition in the ten countries of the Middle 
East are Nutrition, Relationships and Education. Twenty children from the region 
will participate in this year's Summit. 

Slovenia 
Champion slalom skier Urska Hrovat is the local ambassador and will accompany 
the delegation to Paris. 

Spain 
World class skier, Blanca Fernandez Ochoa, along with Disney magazine and 
WDC representatives have selected the Spanish delegation including six girls 
from the south and three from Palma de Mallorca. 

PARTNERS AT A GLANCE... 

points of lights foundation and the international association for 
volunteer effort (lAVE), official partners ofthe Summit, will help design 
some of the Summit workshop curriculum. National Volunteer Centers in partici­
pating countries are encouraged to put members of lAVE in touch with local 
Disney affiliates in order to help the contest winners, and even the runner-ups, 
implement their local project. 

futurekids, an organization that helps students and teachers master computer 
technology, will contribute their «savoir-faire» and design some of the modular 
workshops. FutureKids franchises located all over the world have also expressed 
a strong interest in working on a local basis with the winning classes. This is an 
exciting opportunity for all! 

As its contribution to the Summit, buena vista international will host a local 
Disney screening in each country that participates in the Summit. It provides the 
opportunity to invite all the winners, their classmates, the runner-ups and friends 
to a movie theatre nearby. The BVl contact in each country will be organizing 
the screenings. 

THE 49 PARTICIPANTS 

ASIA PACIFIC 
Australia 

India 
Japan 

New Zealand 

Pakistan 

The Philippines 

Thailand 

E U R O P E , MIDDLE E A S T 
AND A F R I C A 
Austria 
Bahrain 
Belgium 
Bulgaria 
Croatia 

Czech Republic 
Denmark 

Egypt 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Hungary 
Ireland 
Israel 

Italy 
Jordan 
Kuwait 
Lebanon 

The Netherlands 

Norway 
Oman 
Poland 

Portugal 
Qatar 

Russia 
Saudi Arabia 
Slovak Republic 

Slovenia 

South Africa 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 

Turkey 

UAE 
United Kingdom 

Yemen 

Zimbabwe 

LATIN AMERICA 

Costa Rica 

Venezuela 

NORTH AMERICA 

Canada 

USA 
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at Disneyland ® Paris - June 9 - 13 , 1997 

Organized by the Disney Magazines in Cooperation with UNESCO 
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>1ifO£̂  Consumer Products (Europe, Middle East & Africa) S.A. 
50, avenue Montaiane. 75378 Paris Cedex 08. France 

Mrs. Hillarv' Clinton 
The \Vlute House 
1600, Peniis}'Ivania Avenue 
Wasliington. D. C. 
USA 

PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVATION 



The chiklfen ofthe world invite you to UNESCO 
where they will present the results of their work and 

discussions on the Children's Summit theme, 

99 Growing Up 99 

in the presence of 

Federico Mayor 
Dirccloi Gciu-nil, Ihc Uiiilcd Niiliims Education. Sciciilitic iincl Ciilliiral Oruaiiization 

Roy E. Disney 
Vice ChaiiiiiaM, l lic Wall Disney Company 

Pierre Sissmann 
l\cciilivc Vice PiesHlcnl, Tlic Wall Di.sncy Company l.-.nrope 

Thursday, May 7 1998, 
14:00, room 1 

UNESCO House 
7. Place (le l-'onlcnoy 

7.=:()(I7 Pairs 
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Les enfants du monde vous invilenl a i'UNESCO 
pour vous fairc decouvrir les j-esultals de leurs liavaux 

et discussions sur le theme du Sommet des Enfants, 

"Grandir 99 

en presence de 

Federico Mayor 
DnccleurClcneial de I'Ornamsalion des Nalions Ihiies pour l educalion, la science el la cullurc 

Roy F. Disney 
Vice Chaiiniaii. I'lie Wall Disney Company 

Pierre Sissmann 
IZ.NCcnlive Vice Piesidciu. I lie Wall Disney Company liuiope 

le jeiidi 7 mai 1998 
a 14 h 00 dans la salle 1 

Maison dc I'LINKSCO 
7. Place de l onlenoy 

7.S()()7 Paris 

PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVAT!0^i 



asic 10 
Flexibility Exercises 

1. Warm Up. Begin with 5 to 10 minutes of general body 
warm-up (slow jog around the court, easy jumping jacks, 
etc.) to increase body temperature. Stop when you begin to 
perspire. 

2. Stretch. Stretch those areas of the body that are particularly 
tight. Perform each stretch on both sides of the body. 

3. Play. Play tennis. 

4. Cool Down. Stretch all parts of the body as described in the 
USTA Basic 10 Flexibility Exercises. 

1. Knee-Chest Flex 

Bend one leg and grasp the back of the thigh just 
above the knee. Slowly pull the Knee to your chest. 
Hold this position 

3. Figure-4 Hamstring Stretch 

- ^ ^ ^ « 
•»ai..»....~^ r-; 

y' 
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Try to bring the chest to the thigh by bending forward 
from the hips. Keep the back straight Pull your toes 
back to point toward your lace. 

2. Hamstring Stretch 

Straighten one 'eg and raise il toward tho trunk Use 
your hands to gently increase the stretch Point your 
toes toward the face to stretch the calf. 

4. Spinal Twist 

Place the right foot on the outside of the left knee. 
Bring the left arm around the right knee, resting the 
elbow above the outside of the right knee. Slowly turn 
the head and upper body to the right You'll wind up 
looking over your right shoulder. 

UNITED STATES TENNIS ASSOCIATION 

' 1991 United Slales Tunnis Association. 70 West Red Oak Lane, While Plains, NY 10604 



5. Quadriceps Stork Stretch 

Stand on one leg. Bend the opposite knee while 
grasping the ankle. Keeping the back flat and the 
buttocks tucked under, bring your knee down as far 
as you can, trying to point it straight down to Ihe 
floor. Do nol point the knee oul or Iwisl it! 

With Ihe lower arm, slowly pull the racket down, 
bringing the upper elbow to your ear and pointing it 
to the ceiling Then slowly pull up with the top arm. 
pointing the lower elbow to the floor 

6. Groin Stretch 

Place one hand above the knee, the other hand on 
Ihe opposite hip With toes pointing forward, slowly 
bend the knee your hand is on until you leel a stretch 
in the grom area. Roll your weight onto the inside ot 
your foot. 

9. Calf Stretch 

Keep Ihe back knee straight, the heel on Ihe floor, 
and Ihe foot pointing forward Bend Ihe forward knee 
and lean your trunk forward. Do not arch the lower 
back. Then slightly bend the back leg, raise ihe heel 
2 inches off the tloor, and lean into the wall. This 
lime, feel the sirelch near the heel. 

7. Hip Stretch 

Stand wilh your nghl hand on Ihe wall, your weighl 
on your right teg. and your left leg crossed in front of 
It. Gently push the nghl hip toward the watt. Increase 
Ihe siretch by standing farther from the wall 

10. Forearm Stretch 

With the elbow straight and palm up, use the oppo­
site hand to gently stretch the wrist back (extension). 
Turn the palm down and gently stretch the wrist 
downward (flexion). 

SAFETY TIPS 
Emphasize SLOW, SMOOTH MOVE­
MENT and coordinate DEEP BREATH­
ING. Inhale deeply, then exhale as you 
siretch to a point just short of pain. 
(Stretch to the painful position, then 
ease back slightly.) Hold this position 
for 10 seconds as you breath normally. 
Next, exhale as you slowly stretch fur­
ther. Again, stop just short ot pain. 
Hold this stretch for 10 to 20 seconds. 
Repeat 3 times. Focus on staying 
relaxed. 

FEEL NO PAIN. If it hurts or if you feel 
a burning sensation, you are stretching 
too far. 

KNOW YOUR LIMITS. Stretch to your 
own limits, not to someone else's or to 
some preset maximum stretch. 

AVOID BOUNCING OR JERKING 
MOVEMENTS. 

STRETCH DAILY FOR BEST 
RESULTS. 



T H E W H I T E H O U . S E 

WA.S I I I N G T O N 

October 29, 1998 

Gregory Corsico 
Columbia University 
Interchurch Center, Suite 908 
Mail Code 7722, 475 Riverside Drive 
New York, NY 10115 

Dear Mr. Corsico: 

Thank you for your letter and the wonderful book, 
which I have passed on to the First Lady. I know she will 
enjoy it very much. She conveys her appreciation for your 
thoughtfulness, along with her best wishes. 

As you know, Mrs. Clinton's schedule is very busy 
and I cannot commit to a meeting at this time. 

Sincerely, 

/ 1 ̂ . . (?_ C—-

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 



C O L U M B I A U N I V E R S I T Y 

I N T H E C I T Y OH N E W Y O R K 

GREGORY A. CORSICO 
Senior Development OtTiecr 
1 Iniversity Developmeiu and Alui . in, Kcl.mons 

Interclnicch Cenicr, Suite ')(>H 

M J I I Oode 7722 

47.S Riverside Drive 

New York, NV10U5 Octobcr 7, 1998 
212-870-2400 Fa.. 212-K70..i22,i Kac24fe>e"l..".b.a.edu 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff 
The White House 
Old Executive Office Building 
Room 100 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Verveer: 

Enclosed is a book that I would appreciate your forwarding to the First Lady. As a long 
time admirer of Mrs. Clinton, and knowing of her interest in great literamre, I thought the book 
would be most welcomed. Gita Mehta is the consummate story teller, and that I believe is what 
makes for the brilliant writer and book. 

Please let the First Lady know, as well, that I would love the opportunity to one day meet 
with her while I am in Washington, D.C. My work brings me to the nation's capital on a regular 
basis and it would be a wonderful privilege to meet her. Naturally, my schedule would be both 
flexible and accommodating/or any date or circumstance for such an opportunity (honestly, a 
photo with her would be smashing!). And as the First Lady is often in New York, I would also 
welcome an opportunity to meet her here. 

I recognize that this is one of countless requests your office receives, so I thank you in 
advance for considering my request. Thank you, again, and I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

. Corsico 



T H E WHITE HOUSE 
W A S H I N G T O N 

October 30,1998 

Timothy Chorba 
Patton Boggs, L.L.P. 
2550 M Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20037-1350 

Dear Tim: 

Thank you for forwarding the request from the US 
Tennis Association to the First Lady. 

I have passed the request on to the relevant White 
House officials to determine if it is possible to accommodate 
the request. Someone will be in touch with them. 

Very best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

/ Melanne Verveer 
^ Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



P A T T O N B O G G S , L . L . P . 
2 5 5 0 M S T R E E : T , N . W . 

W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 2 0 0 3 7 - I 3 5 0 

( 2 0 2 ) 4 5 7 - 6 0 0 0 

F A C S I M I L E , 12021 4 5 7 6315 W R I T E R ' S D I R E C T D I A L 

(202)457-6060 

September 25, 1998 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Chicrol" Staff to the I 'irsl Lady 
The While I louse 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Melanne, 

I'jielosed is a meritorious proposal lhal ihe U.S. Tennis Association has asked me to pass 
along lo ihe First Lady (rest assured, I am not being compensated for this). The USTA is a 
recognized and highly respected organization - its propo.sal arrived jusi afler I left wilh the family 
for an extended trip to Turkey and France, hence the delay in relaying it to you. 

The proposal is lo launch a national "Kids on the Court Program" for disadvantaged 
inner-city youths by conducting an initial tennis clinic at the White Mouse tennis court in 
cooperation with Wilson Racquet Sports and the Billy Stearns fennis Center. The event could be 
scheduled during the presence or absence ofthe Presidenl and the First Lady. 

Intereslingly, the US I A maintains its LIS I'A Chair Umpire Academy in Little Rock, so 
there is a ct)incidental nexus helween the LJS'fA and the first Family's home state lhat perhaps 
could be highlighted if the event were conducted al the White Llouse. 

Wilh best wishes. 

Yours truly. 

imothy A. Chorba 





L'NiTEij ,ST,rii:s TENNIS As,̂ i H.IAIION 

Min-Ari,AN!u: ,Si;i-rir)N 

Barbara Jacobs 

Execuiive Direclor 

USIA/MIO-AIlANriC SfCIION 

2230 Geoigc C, Moisholl Dji»e, Suile [ 

foils Cliurtli, VA 2?0'l3-2582 

telephone 703 560-0790 

fox 703 b60 8165 

Inlemel iO(olis@nins,u5lo,tnni 

www,usloiiios,(om 



UNITED STATES TENNIS ASSOCIATION 

What is the USTA? The United States Tennis Associalion is the national governing hody for the sport. As 
such, the USTA establishes and maintains the rules of play, high standards of amateurism and good sportsmanship. 

Since the organization began in I 881, one oftlie primary functions ofthe USTA has heen promoting tennis as a means of 
good health and physical fitness. To reach that end, the USTA conducts and sanctions tennis events without regard to 
race, creed, color or national origin. 

A vast network oi" volunteers, from which a Board of Directors is elected, works with professional staff to achieve the 
IJSTA's goals. 

•fhe main headquarters for the US I A is White Plains, Nevv York. In addition, the USTA National Tennis Center, home 
ofthe U.S. Open, is in flushing. New York, and Ihe Player f)evelopment program is leased in Key Biscaync, Florida. 

fo best serve its members nationwide, Ihe USTA operates through 17 geographic sections. These sectons serves as 
extensions ofthe USTA, providing the organization's half nu'llion memhers with a more direct link to the USTA 
programming and benefits. 

'fhe 17 sections are empowered by Ihe USTA and follow the policies and procedures ofthe USTA, hut they also maintain 
a certain level of autonomy. Each section has a full-time staff and its own officers who cairy out the US TA's mission. 

Also, each section has and manages a budget that is wholly separate from that ofthe USTA. This generally allows much 
more money to be allocated to the US'fA's grassroots programs because such programming is Ihe primary emphasis ol"a 
section's activities. 

Further dividing the sections, there are 72 districts (not all sections have district) lhal are an even more vital part ofthe 
USTA's grassroots enterprise. 

The USTA (Iocs other things besides lunniii}; progiams, they train and certify the officials who umpire many ofthe 
tennis events in the Uniled States. I here are programs to recruit officials, and there is USTA Chair Umpire Academy in 
Little Rock Arkansas, lhat provides intensive training for promising chair umpires. 

The USTA also offers a number of workshops each year to help its volunteers and others better promote tennis as an 
enriching sport for young and old. Grants and scholarships are available lo organizations and individuals who would like 
lo contribute to the growth of tennis or further their own involvemenl in the sporl. 

What is the USTA/Mid-Atlaiitic Section: •fhe United Slates 'fennis Association/Mid-Atlantic Section 
(USFA/MAS) since 192.3 has been part ofthe ol"l"icial governing body for tennis in America. USTA/MAS, a not for 
profit organization, sei'ves over 23,000 individual and over 300 organizational members in the District ofColumbia, 
Maryland. Virginia, and a portion of West Virginia. Tennis players of all ages and skill levels 
are involved in leagues, tournaments, and programs sanctioned by the US fA/MAS. 



14. 
USTA/Pocitk Northwest 
4840 S.W Westem Avenue 

Beoverton, OR 77005 3430 

(503)520-18/7 

fA)(:(503)520-0133 *. 13. 

Intermountain Tennis Assn, 

1201 SouttiPoitei »d„*200 

Denver, CO 8023 

(303)695-411/ 

fAX-(303)695-6518 

UNITED STATES TENNIS ASSOCIATION 

1. 

USTA/New England 
P.O. Bo< 58/ 

Needtiom Hts, M02194 

(617)964-2030 

fAX,(6l/)244-89/3 

Poicels-

81 V̂ ells Avenue 

Newton Cenler,/U 02159 

Northern California Tennis Assn. 

1350 S, loofS 

Suiie ̂ 104 

Alomedo, CA 94502-/081 

(5101/48-/3/3 

fAX.(510)743-/3/7 

Southern California Tennis Assn. 
PO Box 240015 

los Angeles, CA 90024-9 

(310)208-3338 

Nighlime/Weekend (310)208-3840 

FAX-(310)824-/691 

Poicels, 

LA lennis Cenler-UCLA 

420 Ciicle Diive West 

los Angeles, CA 90024 

USTA/Middle States 
700 S Kendeison Rood, Ste, 210 

King oi Piussio, PA 19406 

(215)768-4040 

fAX:i215)768-0/60 

Mid-Atlantic Tennis Assn. 

7230 George C, Moisholl Oi, 
Suite [ 
foils Church, VA 22043 

(/03)560-9430 

FAX,(/03156O9505 

17. 

Howoli Pacific Tennis Assn. 
2615 South King Streei Suile 2A 

Honolulu, HI 96826 

(808)955-6696 

fAX-(808)955-8363 

Pleose do not coll before 

2 o'clock fcstem rme. 

USTA Southwest Section 
Suite 120 

6330-2 f IhomcsRocd 

ScotTsdole,A2 85251-/056 

(602)947-9293 

FAV.(602)94/-1102 

Texos Tennis Assn. 
2111 Dickson 

Suite 33 

Austin, IX /8/04 

(512) 443-1 334 

fAX (51 2)443-4/48 

5. 
Southern Tennis Association 
200 Scney Springs PL, ?200 

Atlonto, GA 30328 

(404)25/-1297 

fAX:i4O4)25/-130l 

Florida Tennis Assn. 
1280 S.W. 36ih Avenue 

Suite 305 

Pompono Bench, Fl 33069-4 

(305)968-3434 

fAX:{305)968-3986 

Caribbean Tennis Assn. * 

Bo< 40439 MInillos Sloiion 

Sontuice, PR 00940 

(8091 /24-/425 

FAX: (3091/24-/990 

Parcels: 

Aniiguo Bose Hovol Bldg. W3 

Isle Grande, Son lunn, PI! 00903 
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UNITED STATES TENNIS ASSOCIATION 

Summarized 
Rules of Tennis 

UNITED ST,\TES TENNIS ASSOCIATION 

70 West Re6 Oak Lane 
White Plains, NY 10604-3602 



Julia Buttermore was nearly 80 when her heart 
failed. "Her last letter to me arrived a couple of 
days after she died," Clark said. 

A few years ago, Clark found boxes of letters that 
her maternal grandparents, Gordon and Marion 
Seagrave, wrote to her mother. The Seagraves were 
missionaries in Burma. " I was young when they 
died," said Clark. "Their letters — besides being 
full of personal, family things — were really a re­
cord of their lives in Burma from the 1920s to the 
1950s." 

As much as she loved letters, even Clark, who 
teaches adult education courses in writing for Case 
Western Reserve University, gradually stopped 
writing them. To get back into the habit, she de­
cided in the spring of 1996 to teach a class called 
Recovering the Lost Art of Letter Writing. Now, she 
writes several letters a week, to family, friends and 
former students. 

"We all long for connection with people, and let­
ters have the ability to create greater intimacy," 
Clark said. "They bring you close to someone who is 
far away in a way a phone call won't do. It lights up 
your day to write them." 

Andrew Carroll never thought too much about let­
ters, though he had written and received a few. 
Then, when he was 20, his family's home in Wash­
ington, D.C, burned down. "The books, the CDs, 
those I could replabe," Carroll said. "But the letters, 
they were gone, including some I had gotten from a 
friend of mine who had been in China and had writ­
ten to me about Tiananmen Square." 

A few months later, Carroll watched Ken Burns' 
documentary on the Civil War on PBS; he was par­
ticularly struck by a letter written by Union Maj. 
Sullivan Ballou to his wife just before he was killed 
at Bull Run. 

FOR YOUR 
INFORMATION 

Anyone who would like to 
assist author Andrew Car­
roll with the Legacy Project 
on letter-writing can write 
him at 1058 Thomas Jeffer­
son St. NW, Washington, 
D.C. 20007. 

"He wrote, 'Oh Sara! if the 
dead can come back to this earth 
and flit unseen around those they 
loved, I shall always be near you.' 
It was poetry. And I thought 
maybe a collection of great Amer­
ican letters could be put together 
to really remember and honor 
these letters," Carroll said. 

He spent nearly seven years 
collecting letters from archives 
and libraries and from "everyday 
folks who told me about a story 
about a letter" to create the book, 
"Letters of a Nation: A Collection 
of Extraordinary American Let­
ters" (Kodansha, $27). It is now in its fifth printing 
and features letters from famous people and others, 
like soldiers, even American Indians. 

Carroll said that letters and letter-writing have 
now become a mission for him. He has started what 
he calls the Legacy Project to encourage people to 
find and save old letters and to spur children and 
teenagers into writing letters to veterans. 

Human element in letters 
"To me letter-writing is the most democratic art 

form there is," he said. "Anyone can sit down with a 
pen and paper and compose a masterpiece." 

Or just a simple heartfelt message. 
" I think that's why so many people have re­

sponded to the book, because there's a sense in soci­
ety that we're losing this craft," said Carroll, 28, 
who lives in Washington. "In other forms of enter­
tainment, movies, the Internet, the human element 
is being pushed out. 

"We need human contact. And a handwritten let­
ter has the implicit message, 'You are worth the 
time.' " 

Carroll quotes Thomas Paine: "What we obtain 
too cheap, we esteem too lightly," then Carroll adds 
his own words, "It's the difficult that's valuable — a 
letter, instead of a phone call, a well-cooked meal 
instead of fast food." 

Carroll applies his belief in the importance of let­
ters to his own life. "I'm adopted," he said. "A cou­
ple of years ago, my birth mother contacted me. I 
said, 'Before we meet, let's write to one another.' 
And we did, for about a year. It was a wonderful 
way for us to get to know one another." 

His professional research showed him the stories 
letters can tell, beyond just the words on paper. 
"There's a letter in my book that a soldier wrote to 
his father, just after he walked through the Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp," Carroll said. " I actu­
ally held the letter in my hands and I could see his 
handwriting and the flecks of mud. He probably 
wrote it in a jeep. That brings history alive like 
nothing else." 

Many scholars agree and worry that a dearth of 
letter-writing will cripple future research, particu­
larly biographies, not just because of the details in 
those handwritten letters, but because of the subtler 

Sharing 
ourselves 
in letters 

Newer communications 
lack intimacy 

meanings the writing conveys. 

Reagan's farewell 
Historian Edmund Morris wrote in the New 

Yorker in 1995 about all that he learned from read­
ing the handwritten "farewell" letter Ronald Rea­
gan wrote to the nation in November 1994, to say he 
was suffering from Alzheimer's disease. Since his 
youth and into his presidency, Reagan was known 
for writing several letters each day. 

"After nine years of studying him with objective 
coldness, I confess that I , too, cried at that letter, 
with its crabbed script and enormous margin, so 

evocative of the blizzard white­
ning his mind," Morris wrote. 
" . . . If Mr. Reagan's letter had 
been keyboarded to the world, in­
stead of handwritten and issued 
in facsimile, its poignancy would 
have been reduced by half." 

But letters don't have to be of 
historical import to be notewor­
thy. A number of letters in Car­
roll's book offer irony as well as 
humor. Like the letter Elvis Pres­
ley wrote to President Nixon in 
1970, when Presley stopped by 
the White House. He asks to be 
appointed a "federal agent at 
large" because "I've done an in-

depth study of drug abuse and communist brain­
washing technique and I'm right in the middle of 
the whole thing where I can do the most good." 

As a famous photograph shows, Elvis got his wish 
to meet Nixon. 

Reading letters — from famous people or regular 
folks — is fun. Writing them, says Pamela Coone, is 
even better. 

"It offers time for the person sending it to reflect 
on what they want to say," said Coone, a respiratory 
therapist who lives in Fairview Park. "To me, it's 
also therapeutic. Like journaling, which I also do, it 
allows me to express my thoughts on paper and kind 
of evaluate what I just thought or wrote. I feel like I 
have accomplished something meaningful after 
writing a good heartfelt letter." 

And that meaning is conveyed to the recipient, 
Coone said, agreeing with Anne Morrow Lindbergh, 
another contemplative letter writer, who wondered, 
"Why do I meet people better in letters?" 

In fact, the best letters are "meaningful meet­
ings," writes Jennifer Williams in her new book, 
"The Pleasures of Staying in Touch" (Hearst Books, 
$22). "Unlike most telephone conversations, a letter 
gives us time to reflect and compose our thoughts. 
In letters we can watch each other's lives unfold, 
moment by moment." 

Williams' book features excerpts from letters by 
writers like Jane Austen and Emily Dickinson. The 
reclusive Dickinson wrote to a friend, " I love to 
write to you — it gives my heart a holiday and sets 
the bells to ringing." 

Susanna Reichert of Chagrin Falls, a longtime 
letter-writer and co-owner with Jean Eckert of The 
Writing Room, a stationery store in Woodmere, will 
tell you letters don't have to be fancily written to 
touch your heart. 

"My daughter's getting married, and her fiance 
just wrote me a letter to tell me how much he loves 
her," Reichert said. "It's something I ' l l always cher­
ish." 

As she does the letters she received for nearly 30 
years, from her sister, Alice Howard, who lived in 
Australia until her death in 1996. "It was so far and 
expensive for us to visit there, so we never did," 
Reichert said. "But she and I had a wonderful cor­
respondence, and it was a joy to both of us. It took us . 
through the teenage years, my second marriage . . . 
it's a chronicle of our lives." 
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Just because everyone once wrote letters doesn't mean they were always memorable. 
Writer Evelyn Waugh's petulant response to a letter from his wife in 1945 shows the 
standards he demanded "Darling Laura sweet whiskers, do try to write me better letters 
... Do realise that a letter need not be a bald chronicle of events." 

Sharing 
ourselves 
in letters 

Newer communications lack 
intimacy many of us prize 

By E:VELYN THEISS 
I'l.AiN riEAi.tn ntHjnri;!! 

Could it be? There, in the mound of glossy catalogs and garish 
tliers, a glimpse of script on an envelope tells you that here is a 
letter from a friend. 

You'll put all else aside for a moment as you devour its con­
tents. Then, you might tuck it back in the envelope to peruse 
later, lingering over the words, warmed by the thought that 
someone has taken the tmie to write. 

Just to you. 
She didn't merely pick up the phone or boot up the laptop. 

Rather, she selected paper and thoughts, wrote them by hand, 
double-checked the ZIP code, found a stainp and dropped the 
letter in a mailbox. Nearly a primitive amount of effort in an era 
when impatience makes us zap "baked" potatoes in the micro­
wave. 

All of which makes receiving a letter even more pleasurable. 
But when it comes to writing letters, here's the chorus we 

usually sing: " I don't have time." "I'm no good at writing." "It 
will take me forever just to write one page." "I'm a lousy 
speller," " I ' l l start and won't be able to stop till I write 10 pages, 
and 1 don't have time for 10 pages," 

Perhaps th^ last time we were good correspondents was in 
college, writing not just to our parents for money, but to friends 
in other cities to lessen loneliness. 

Is it any surprise that often now, when we see the words 
"letter-writing," they are accompanied by the phrase "the dy­
ing art?" Vanquished First by tlie telephone, finished off by 
electronic mail. 

T'hat's the popular conception. And indeed, U.S. Postal Sei'v­
ice records for the period between 1987 and 1996 do show a 
slight decrease in the number of personal letters written — 
from 2,7 percent ofthe mail received by a household to 1.7 per­
cent ofthe mail received. And that was before e-mail exploded. 

While we don't write three letters a day like Victorians did in 
pre-telephone times, there have always been people who have 
continued to write letters, often several each week. Others are 
recent converts to corresponding, inspired by old family letters 
they have found or by the longing to produce and receive some­
thing personal and tangible. 

Jenny Clark of South Russell had for many years been a con­
sistent letter-writer, starting in college. She still has the letters 
she got from her grandmother, Julia Buttermore, while she was 
a student at Denison University, 30 years ago, 

"Not that there was anything so distinctive about them," she 
said. "They were just full of her thoughts and her love for me. 
Even today, 1 can take those letters and hold them in my hand 
and feel that." 

SEE LETTERS/4-J 



Letters envelop what e-mail can't 
From preceding page 

Klaehn, interactive media designer 
with Coi"ey McPhei-son Nash in 
\Vateito\KTi. 

For "E-Mail of a Nation" to be 
published, however, it has to be pre-
.seiTed long enough for its .signfi-
cance to emerge. Some feai' peison-
al e-mail is \aiiislung in ;ui 
electronic vajwr ti-ail. Still. m;iny on­
line seiAice i3i'o\iclefs and Fomine 
500 companies ;ii'clii\e e-mi\il. But 
such huge iiles — crdnuned with 
the .seiious. silly, .-;;ilacioiis — may 
prove o\'erwhelming for re-
.seai'chei's. 

Moreover, the pre.'-enation of 
electronic data is a hot topic among 
the nation's ai-clii\ists imci librai'-
ians. Computer disks decay and 
constantly upgi-aded operating sys­
tems i-ender old data ijiaccessible. 

Lettei-s fi-om "the 18th centuiy 
ai-e in veiy good condition," .said Bill 
Fowier, dii'ector of the Massachu­
setts Histoiiral Society. " I would 
not like to tiy to use a floppy 200 
yeai-s fi'om now. The only way to 
recoixi (e-mail) long tenn is to piint 
it out." 

But how much to print? Uiiiver-
sity libraiians, for e.xamjjle, say the 
so-called "paĵ erless society" is buiy-
ing them under piinted-out e-mail. 
Bai'bai-a Miles, ;u-ch\ist at Mount 
Saint Maiy's College of Maryland, 
.sa\'ed her entii-e fii-st yeai- of e-inail 
for analysis. She found only 5 per­
cent was signillcant. 

But like all i-eseai'chei-s, she'd 
hate to lose that 5 jjercent. 

The National Aj'chive and Reconi 
Ac|i-ninistralion has decreed that 
goyemmental e-mail 'mtist be pi'-e-
ser\'ed ujider the same standaixls as 

Letters provide glimpse of war 
Second Lt. Ericiu Blunder to 
hii father and brother, Sept. 
.'HO, 7,94.;, from the hattUfield 
nea)' BruyereH. France: 

I used to be afraid of dead 
people but they don't boiher 
me anymore. 1 lia\'e been in ar-
tilleiy barrages x̂ here you sit 
and ŵ ait for each shell to burst. 
Waiting for the unceitain fu-
tiu'e to come . . . You see Ger­
mans moving a thou.sand yaixls 
aw-ay from you and you bring 
artilleiy fi)-e on them. They 
scatter Hke a ban-el of chickens 
when an auto comes down the 
road. You kill a few and wound 
some. You don't stop to think 
whether it is right oi- wrong 
but know that the more Ger­
mans you kill, the quicker the 
wai" will be w on. 

This letter was left at the 
Vietnam Veterans .Memori­
al in .June IHS', by John 
Campbell, addressed to Ed­
die Van Every, a 22-year-
old who had served in 

Campbell's company. 
Dear Eddie, 

Although it's been fifteen-
years since you've been gone, 
it feels like it could have been 
fifteen da.ws. Many times I 
have i-egreited not getting to 
know you better than I did. 
There was a quiet, sensiti\-e 
goodness about you . . . If any­
one knew you at all they liked 
you a lot. . . . 

For years, I felt your life, as 
w-ell as the other 58,000 lives, 
was wasted and anyone w-ho 
wasn't there, could not or 
would not understand what 
we went through. That's 
changing now. People are be­
ginning to realize that we 
were doing our jobs and doing 
them well. . . . So if your 
names on this wall make it 
harder to send guys half w-ay 
around the world to die, then 
mavbe it wasn't a total waste. 

John "Soup" Campbell 
— From., "letters of A Nation" 

paper documents. The Libraiy of 
Congi-ess will accept electronic data, 
but hasn't determined how best to 
presence it. The Boston Public Li­
brary is al.so e.xamining electronic 
preservation issues, said Miiiy 
Frances O'Brien, cui-ator of social 
sciences. 

Sadly, one of t ^ , more poignant 
examples of e-rtiail, letters between 
college students and pai-ents, may 

be a pai-adigm lost if neither paity 
hit the print key. Even if such let­
ters have little historical value, they 
are a precious fainily heritage. Car­
roll w-as inspij-ed to begin the re­
search for "Letters" after fire de­
stroyed his college letters. 

"Peojile who never con-esponded 
are con-esponding. But are they 
sa\ing it?" O'Brien wondered. 

Print it or i>erish. 
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ARTS & Ule4UfJU 
TTtrrtcFfinr̂ r̂n̂ - ^ 

By ADAM MARTINI 

On Sunday, the Indy 500 
(http://www.iiidy500.eom/inde.x. 
html), otherwise known as the 
Greatest Spectacle in Racing, will 
take center stage at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway 

(http://www. 

Catch 
Indy if 
you can 

indyi'acing 
league.com/iii/ 
hof/trackhis.htm). 
Thirty-five dri­
vers are sched­
uled to compete 

for auto racing's most celebrated 
prize. They'll push their cars to 
the limit, easily e.xceeding 
speeds most of us have experi­
enced. Just because they'll be 
zooming around the track at 
Indy, however, doesn't mean you 
can't keep up with them. 

The Auto Channel 
(httiJ://wvvw.theautochannel.com) 
is sitting in the pole position when 
it comes to live coverage of the 
Indy 500. It brings fans live press 
conferences, driver interviews and 
the actual race from its special 
Indy site (http;//www. theauto 
channel.com/news/events/98indy50 
0/index.html). On the downside' 
the Auto Channel's fi-ames-heavy 
design is hard to navigate. 

CBS SportsLine's Indy 500 
page (http://www.cbs.sportsline. 
com/u/racing/auto/indy/l!)98/) is 
running a close second with its 
daily coverage I'unning up to the 
race, audio of Arie Luyendyk on 
last year's win, and the Indy histo­
ry and record bouk. 

As expected, ESPN's Indy 
coverage (http://espn.sports 
zone.com/car/indy50098/ 
index.html) is right on 
SportsLine's bumper. The Zone 
offers racing enthusiasts an 
Indy Almanac, comjilete with 
all-time pole qualifiers and 
records. The Zone also investi­
gates new cars and engines that 
are supposed to make the event 
less dangerous, which certainly 
sounds like a good idea. 

More excellent coverage can 
be found at Speed Net 
(http://speednet.starnews.com/ 
speednet/), where the motto is 
"Auto racing news for the 
thinking fan." This site's Indy 
500 section (http://speednet. 
starnews.com/speednet/irl/ind 
ex.html?section(EQUAL)500) 
includes the standai-d race and 
pre-race coverage, as well as 
driver bios and such arcane 
information as the radio fre­
quencies of each of the cars in 
the race, a map to the speed­
way and even Indianapolis 
weather (http://www.weather-
point.com/starnews/). 

—L.A. TIMES SYNDICATE 

Netxi messacje: 

Misj you all. 

Old letters help us 
understand our nation's past. 

Will our e-mail do the job 
for future generations? 

By STEPHANIE SCHOROW 

Y ou could read a hundred 
military histories of 
World WiU-II and not feel 

the gilt sense of duty tuid death 
that you get by reading a 1M4 let­
ter by 2no -..t. Erwin Blonder 

You could peruse dozens of 
Vietnam analyses and still not 
understand the way the iaraway 
conflict traumatized the home-
front - until you read John 
Campbell's letter left at the 
Vietnam War Memorial. 

Our gTasp of American histo-
ly - fi-om the minutiae of daily 
life to decisions by presidents -
would be incomplete without 
letters by poets, pundits and 
ordinary |)eople. 

"Few literary forms give us 
the kind of insight that letters 
do," said Andrew Carroll, edi­

tor of "Letters of a Nation: A 
C(jllection of Extraordinary 
American Letters," ($27, Ko­
dansha). 

Ciu-i-oll's book anives at a curi­
ous juncture. Pei-sonal letter writ­
ing has long been declining -
felled by the teleg7-ai3h, telephone, 
even photogi-ajjhy. (Why describe 
a tropical beach when you can 
send a snapshot?) But with the 
advent of computers and e-m;iil, 
communication has become quick 
and jiaperlcss, reducing the jjost 
to the sUit-js of "sn;ul mail." 

Will e-mtiil stamp out Amer­
ica's long literary letter tradition? 
Or, as many computer users 
insist, are we actuidly writing-
more thiin ever to widening cir­
cles of e-correspondents? Will, 
someday, an editor bring out "E-
Mail ofa Nation"? 

Carroll thinks not. Quoting 

WRITTEN MEMORIES: The effect of war on soldiers and their 
families can be found in letters placed at the Vietnam War 
Memorial in Washington. staff photo by Brian waisio 

Thomas Paine - "What we 
obtain too cheaply, we esteem 
too lightly" - the 28-year-old 
believes most personal e-mail 
rarely rises above telephone-
type chatter. Rife with mis­
spellings and bad grammar, e-
mail ])roduces humor and whim­
sy, rarely profundity, he said. 

Reading e-mail ft-om Gulf Wtu-
soldiers, (Carroll found it lacked 
the dejith of letters during the 
Civil War, World War II or 
Vietnam. Not that soldiers were 

less intelligent; rather, he con­
tends, the medium inspired 
mediocrity. E-mail is too easy; 
" I t doesn't require as much 
effort to type and send and not 
as much effort to think about i t " 

Others, however, insist e-mail 
inspires the sharing ofthe peraon-
al details so sought by biographers. 
"E-mail is so immeoate and emo­
tional. (Reading it) you're going to 
know the person more," said Chris 

Turn to next page 
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Children's Summit 1998 
Agenda 

Monday, May 4 
All day Arrival of all participants 
19:30 - 22:00 "Global Boom" Kids Opening Ceremony at Videopolis, 

DisneyiandOParis Theme Park 

Tuesday, May 5 
Opening of the Summit Expo 

09:00 - 13 :30 Morning Workshops, Convention Center, Newport Bay Club 
11:30 -13:30 ButTet 
13:45 Children's Summit Parade from the Newport Bay Club to the Park 
14:30 Children take part in the Interactive Parade through the Park 
15:30 Free time in the Park 

19:30-22:00 International Dinner in the Newport Bay Club 

Wednesday, May 6 
08:30 Kids'aerobics in the Park, Main Street, U.S.A. 
09:00 Park opening with global cheer! 
09:05-13:00 Free time in the Park and lunch 

13:30-17:30 Afternoon Workshops, Convention Center, Newport Bay Chib 

18:30 La Legende de Buffalo Bill (l^'show) 
21:00-22:00 Free time in Disney Village 
21:30 La Legende de Buffalo Bill (2nd show) 

Thursday, May 7 
08:30 Departure to Paris on privatized RER 
10:00 Parade in old-fashioned buses down the Champs-Elysees lead by musical 

groups 
11:10- 12:15 Lunch Cruise on the Bateaux-Mouches 
13:20 Flag Raising Ceremony in the UNESCO Gardens and Group Photo 

14:00 UNESCO Ceremony 

16:00-17:45 Guided tour of the Louvre Museum 
18:00 Cocktail buffet - Mezzanine of Le Carrousel du Louvre 
20:00-23:00 Closing Ceremony in the Louvre Museum and Dance Party 
Friday, May 8 
All day Departures 

[ c 1 

) 



CHILDREN'S SUMMIT 

R.S.V.P. par Fax / R.S. V.R by Fax 

Monsieur - Madame - Mademoiselle / Mr. - Mrs. - Miss 

sera heureux(se) d'assister aux evenements suivants / wdl he pleased to attend the foUowing events 

• Les Ateliers du 6 mai a Disneyland Paris / 13:30-17:00 llVorkshops, May 6 
Centre de Conventions / Convention Center, Newport Bay Club 

• Cercmonie a I'UNESCO le 7 mai /14:00 / UNESCO Ceremony, May 7 

• Visite du Louvre le 7 mai / 16:00-17:45 / Le Louvre Museum Visit, May 7 
Nombre dc personnes / Number of persons: 

• Cocktail dinatoire au Carrousel du Louvre le 7 mai /18:00 / Cocktail Buffet at The Louvre Carrousel, May 7 

• Je serai accompagne(e) / / will be accompanied 

• Nom de la personne / Name ofthe accompanying person: 

• Vcuilicz rcscrvcr une chambre a mon intention au Newport Bay Club, Disneyland Paris 
pour la (les) nuit(s) suivante(s) /P/ea.sc reserw one room in my name at the Newport Bay Club for the night(s) 

• 6 mai / May 6 0 1 mai / May 7 

R.S.V.P. par fax avant le vcndrcdi 17 avril au numcro suivani ; 
R S. y.P. hyfux before Friday, .April 17 to the following numher: 

Disney Consumer Products (Europe, Middle East & Africa) 
Attention : Frcderique Alessandrini, 
Fax : (33-1) 53 75 50 82 



Mrs. H i l l a r y CUntoin 
T h e W h i t e House 

1600, Perums-ylvania A v e n u e 
Wash ing ton , D. C. 
USA 
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Ms. Joan Challinor 

T H E \\' H I T E 11 0 ll S E 

\\ ,\ s 111 �<;TO \i 

June 22, 1998 

3117 Hawthorne St., NW 

Washington, DC 20008 

DearMr� 

Thank you for your letter and support for the 

President's trip to China. Your thoughtful reflections will keep 

us going! 

We missed you at the dinner but hope you are fully 
recovered. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

elanne Verveer 

Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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FAX TRAN.SMITTAL r'ROM 

JOAN R. CHALLINOR 

DATE: 11^. 

TO: /h^y^^L^^^-^^ LJSL 

ORGANIZATION; 

FAX NUMBER: ^.-^.t^Z^^l^X 

N UMBhR OF PAGE.S INCLUDING THIS I'AGb: f^Yt-e, ( \ \ 

COMMENTS: 

Dear Melanne: 

I am probably the only person in the U.S. that does not have an opinion on the President's 
visit to China: whether he should go or not; whether he should stay home or not; whether 
he should visit Tiananmen Square or not. T, therefore, can send the President and Hillary 
oflf to China with no opinions marring my good wishes to them both for a successful trip. 
Hillary did such a wonderfiil job for human rights in Beijing that 1 am sure the echoes are 
still sounding. 

I was really sorry to have missed the dinner at the National Women's Democratic Club 
but I was in bed with a really bad virus. No one would have wanted me to attend 

Bon voyage!! 

Best, 

3117 HAWTHORNE STREET, N.W. 
WASHINGTON. DC. 20008 

PHONE' 202-965-9447 
FAX: 202-965-6115 

TQTHL P .01 
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I HI- W m i K MOU.SK 
WASH I N(i r o N 

June 17, 1998 

f 
Mr. Michael Cooper 
Director, Human Rights Office 
Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute 
801 Second Avenue, 2nd Floor 

I New York, NY 10017 

I Dear Michael: 

I Thank you very much for your letter and 
^ recommendations for the upcoming 150th Anniversary of the 
I Women rights Convention in July in Seneca Falls. As you note, 
^ the First Lady is speaking at the opening ceremony and I can 
i assure you she will underscore the human rights theme. In 
I addition, Theresa Loar who is Coordinator of Women's Issues 
• at the State Department is pursuing options to further 
A underscore the Declaration and the importance of ratifying 

f CEDAW. 

I Best wishes in our common cause. 

I Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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m_VBr\/otir_5enoca/Lona M. MokvistCraaled by Lena M. Mokvist/Last printed 05/29/98 4:06 PM/Page 1 of 1 

Date: May 29, 1998 

To: Melanne Verveer 

Frorti: Michael Cooper 

Regarding: Seneca Falls Celebration 

I wanted you to know that we are talking with Ann Lewis and others about assisting with 

the upcoming Seneca Falls celebration (see attached letters). Any advice or assistance 

you can offer would be appreciated. 

Thanks. 

Page 1 of 1 
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May 22, 1998 

Ms. Ann Lewis 
Direclor of Cojunuinicalion.'; 
TIic White IIou.sc 
Vv'a.shington, DC 20504 

Ro; Inti-rnalional Component for Upcoming Seneca Falls Celebration 

De,\r Ann, 

K.itliy Bonk suggcslccl I contact you with regard to tlie upcoming celebration al 
Sciiccii l';ills. As yon know, the Roosevelt In.stilule has an ongoing campaign for the 
.50"" anniver.sary of the Universal Declaration of Ifuman Rights. How wonderful it 
would be if thi.s national cclebrtiMon at Seneca Falls had an internalional component 
tlial encoiiiaged American.s lo further advance women's rights in renewed solidarity 
wilh women and men throughout the world. Of course, the Universal Declaration 
provides great inspiration for this much needed solidarity. 

On behalf of Ainba.ssador vandcn Heuvel, Roosevelt Inslilule colleagues and 
members of our national co.nlition for the 50lh anniversary, I'm writing to offer 
a.ssisljjnt e. The Seneca Falls celebration presents a great opportunity to underscore 
the '•women's rights are luiman rights" inessage, and to focus attention on the need 
ior the Uniled States to ratify the Convention on Elimination of Al l Forms of 
Discriinirialion against Women, a top priority for the one hundred organizations in 
our coalition. 

I understand that Mrs. Clinton will be in Seneca Falls on July 16. I hope there is 
.somelhing we can contribute lo this inonumental event. 1 am forwarding further 
infonnation about the IN YOUR HANDS tajnpaign under separate cover, and will 
call lo discus.s furlher. Thanks for your continued support and encouragement. 

Sincerely, 

lithacl Cooper 
Direclor, Uiunan Rights Office 

Cc: William J vanden lleuvcl 
.lohn Sc^is 
Felice Gaer 
Katliy Bonk 

The Universal 
Declaration 
of Human Rights 
1 0 1 a • 1 9 9 a 
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May 2R, 1998 

Ms. Ann Lewis 
Direclor of Coinnuinications 
Tho While House 
Washinglon, DC 20500 

He: Propdsnl for PiiHicipation in Scnvca FaHs Celebration 

Dear Ann, 

Fm sorry 1 misf:c<l your call this morning. After having spoken with Nan Johnson, 
KnCliy Honk and others, wc are in a better position lo make a specific proposal about 
how Ihe K.ooscvclt institulc can best support the Seneca Falls celebration. 

We pjopose that the Celebratc'98 organizers invite Anne Roosevelt to speak on 
behalf of our national coalition for the SO"' anniversary ofthe Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. Symbolically representing one of our country's most important 
advocates for women, Arme might make some brief remarks during the Public 
Session's Keynote Luncheon on Thursday, July 16. 

Mer .statement could help relate this historic moment in our nation's history (Seneca 
falls) to an historic moment in world history (adoption ofthe UDHR), and also to 
our current and fulure responsibility to help end discrimination against women 
(CI'DAW). Anne, granddaughter lo Eleanor Roosevelt, is a direct and eloquent 
speaker whose participation would resonant with women and men across the country. 

In addition, we would a.sk our coalition of 100 phis national organizations to mobilize 
Iheir millions of members in a letter wriling campaign urging the US Senate to 
ratify CEDAW. With Seneca Falls as a focal point for aclion, this would be a 
powerful way to mark the anniversary year of both the Declaration of Sentiments and 
the Universal Deckiralion ofHuman Rights. I look forward lo your comments and to 
working wilh you on this importani opportunity. Fl l talk wilh you soon. 

Sincerely. 

lich,'\cl Coojier 
Director, Human Riglils Ofiice 

Cc: William J. vanden ] ieuvel 
Felice G:icr 
Kalhy I3onk 
Nan Johnson 

The Universal 

Declaration 
of Human Rights 
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IT-I E WH I TE HOUSF 
WAS l-l 1 NC; TON 

Septetnber 17, 1998 

Mr. Tom Countryman 
7108 Lenhart Drive 
Chevy Chase, MD 20815 

Dear Tom: 

All the best in your new ventures and adventures, 
and thank you for your many efforts to advise, counsel and 
otherwise keep us on the right course. 

Congratulations on your assignment to Belgrade. 
You'll be doing the Lord's work. Please stay in touch. All 
of us are grateful for your many kindnesses. 

All the best. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 
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COUNTRYMAN T @ A l i / / 
08/28/98 06:52:00 PM ~ | / ' | 

Record Type: Record 

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message 

cc: Kim B. Widdess, Laura D. Schwartz, PALMIERI J @ A1@CD@LNGTWY 
Subject: Farewell and ttiank you 

This is my final (not finest) hour at the NSC. I simply wanted to say thank you 
to a number of White House colleagues outside the NSC who have both been 
extremely helpful and excellent people to know. I know you will give the same 
support to my successor, Rob Malley, who officially takes over September 8. 
(DON'T assume he wilkbe using THI^^-mai l system; ask him first.) 

/" • 
I will begin the State Department's Senior Seminar on Monday. Next August I 
will go to Embassy Belgrade as DCM. 

Kathy Cooper in my office will always know where to reach me. If you have any 
White House dinners for Irish rabbis, I want to be invited. 

Thanks again, and all the best. 

Message Sent To: 

Deborah B. Mobile 
Christine A. Stanek 
Minyon Moore 
Maureen T. Shea 
Maria Echaveste 
Katharine Button 



T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

W.ASII I NUa ON 

October 15, 1998 

Most Reverend William G. Curlin 
Bishop of Charlotte 
Diocese of Charlotte 
PO Box 36776 
Charlotte, NC 28236 

Dear Bishop Curlin: 

Thank you for your most thoughtful note. I've 
passed along your good wishes to the First Lady. She has 
wonderfiil memories of you and our joumey together to 
Calcutta. 

We are grateful for your prayers and good wishes. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

v^^JL 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 
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Miss Felanne Verveer 
As s i s t a n t to the President and 
Chief of S t a f f to the F i r s t Lady 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, î .W. 
Washington', D.C. 20500 
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THE W H I T E HOUSE 
W A S H I N G T O N 

October 16, 1998 

Kate Can-
SOS 15th Street, NW 
Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Kate: 

Congratulations on your recent appointment to Chief 
Executive Officer of the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS 
Foundation. We're so happy for you. 

You have the great satisfaction of knowing that your 
work will matter for many years to come. Please stay in touch, 
and very best wishes in all that you do. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 



THE BOARD OI- DIRECTORS 

of the 

ELIZABETH GLASER PEDIATRIC AIDS FOUNDATION 
proudly; announces the appointment of 

KATE CARR 
Cliief Executive Officer 

,S'0.5 ISlh Sired. N.W., Suile BOO. Wnshinylon, DC. 2000.5. (202) :^71 0099 

2950 3Ht Street. Suile 125. Santa Miniica. CA 90405. (310) 314-1.I59 

K .ate Carr brings to the Foundation a wealth of experience in the non-profit, 

political and business worlds. Most recently, Kate served as Chief Operating Officer 

of The Welfare to Work Partnership, a nonpartisan national effort of the American 

business community to help move those on public assistance into jobs in the pnvate 

sector. Kate also served in the White House as a Special Assistant to the President 

in the Office of Public Liaison. 

Well respected in the many communities in which she has worked, Kate has 

the passion and values needed to lead the Foundation. As we enter a new millennium, 

she will offer valuable guidance and expertise in our quest to improve the lives of 

children with HIV and to bring about a generation of children free of HlV/AlDS. 

PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVATION 



T H E W H I T E HOUSE 
W A S H I N G T O N 

October 28, 1998 

Andrew Carroll 
Editor, Letters of a Nation 
The Legacy Project 
1058 Thomas Jefferson St., NW 
Washington, DC 20007 

Dear Mr. Carroll: 

Thank you for your letter and Letters of a Nation: A 
Collection of Extraordinary American Letters. It is 
heartening to know that The Legacy Project has received so 
much support. I gave your book to the First Lady and as a 
staunch supporter of letter writing, I know she will read it 
with tremendous interest. 

As you know, Mrs. Clinton also shares your 
appreciation for preserving the past through letters and the 
recognition that letter writing is an excellent way to 
develop literacy in our children. Best wishes for continued 
success. 

Thank you for all you do. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 



1058 Thomas Jefferson St., NW ^ j 
Washington, DC 20007 / 

(202)338-1109 ^ ^ ^ „ 
Andrew Carroll 

Editor, Letters of a Nation 
October 8,1998 
Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff, Office of the First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20503 

Dear Ms. Verveer, 

Hello! Yesterday I received a call from a close friend of mine named Darell 
Hammond, who recommended I send all of this to your attention. I am the 
editor of the enclosed anthology. Letters of a Nation: A Collection of 
Extraordinanj Atiierican Letters, and the founder and director of The Legacy 
Project, a nationwide campaign to preserve and promote the art of letter writing. 
Darell thought that, in light of both Mrs. Clinton's efforts to preserve history and 
her upcoming book of letters, she might be interested in The Legacy Project and 
Letters of a Nation. 

1 was thrilled to hear that Mrs. Clinton is emphasizing in her book the value of 
letter writing, as I know there is a deep appreciation throughout America for this 
uniquely intimate, heartfelt, and lasting form of communication. Letters ofa 
Nation is a relatively new book, and it just went into its sixth printing, which I 
say only to emphasize that there is still a yearning in our culture for written 
correspondences—especially in an age of e-mail, cell phones, and faxes. This 
summer Linda Kulman called me to discuss all of this in detail, and I am a huge 
fan of Linda's and was so happy to learn that she was working on the book. (I 
first met Linda about two years ago when she was at U.S. News & World Report.) 

Letters became a passion of mine about eight years ago when a fire swept through 
our house and destroyed almost everything. Up until that time I had taken my 
letters for granted, but after the fire I recognized how extraordinary and 
irreplaceable they are. Truly, this is an issue that means more to me than I can 
say, and if there is anything I can do to help spread the word aboutjjie. 
importance (both personally and culturally) of letter writing, organize a reading 
at great correspondences, or assist in any other way, please just let me know. 

Thank you for your time, and I look forward to hearing from you. 

Cordially, 

Andrew Carroll 



"In. the following pages I shall attempt to record a sight that 

i s wis 11 beyond the pale of verbal or wri t t e n description— 

a sight that w i l l sear my memory for a l l time to come..." 

- Josqjh Fogg, age 25, writing to his parents from the 

Bergen-Belsen concentration camp; April 30, 1945 

fA JSationat Carripai^t^ to Vreserve <b Promote the Art of Letter Writing 



DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
Office of Public Affairs 

Washington DC 20420 

September 11, 1998 

Mr. Andrew Carroll 
The Legacy Project 
1058 Thomas Jefferson St., NW 
Washington, DC 20007 

Dear Mr. Carroll, 

Thank you for letting the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs know about" The Legacy Project" 
and your efforts to find and archive historically significant letters by those who have served m our 
nation's armed forces. 

As you well know, many ofthe most important letters in our country's history have been written 
by men and women in the American military. Their experiences, insight, and, m many cases, 
eyewitness accounts of dramatic world events are irreplaceable, particularly to scholars and 
historians. I agree with you wholeheartedly that scores of valuable correspondences may be lost it 
we don't work to find and safeguard them now. 

It would be our pleasure to support this wonhy cause, and there are several specific ways I believe 
we can assist you, such as: 

providing you with contacts to all the members of the Veteran's Day National 
Committee, who represent an extensive network of veterans organizations 

Profiling The Legacy Project on our "Veterans Day" Web site, which has seen 
by three thousand people since it went on line in mid-April 

working with you to create a teacher's guide for instaiciors who wish to 
incorporate letters in classroom discussion and activities 

providing you (per your request) with free copies of our "Celebrating America's 
Freedoms" educational booklet to hand out in schools tliroughout the country-

overall, helping you spread the word about the value of finding personal 
correspondences before they are lost 

Again we salute your efforts to honor and remember those who fought for this country by seeking 
out and preserving their letters for future generations. Please let me know if there is anything else 
we can do, and 1 look forward to talking with you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Scheer 



NEWS 
KODANSHA AMERICA. ING. 

14 t-IFFM AVENUE. NEW YORK. NY 1001 1 .(212)727-6460 
i FAX • (212) 727-9177 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact Andrew C a r r o l l 
(202) 338-1109 

LETTERS OFA NATION: 
A COLLECTION OF EXTRAORDINARY AMERICAN LETTERS 

Edited by Andrew Carroll 
Foreword by Marian Wright Edelman 

"Tlicir simply isn't n dull moment to he found in this mind-opening, hein'l-strctching 
volume. " 

— Booklist, starred review 

"ft}scinalin^l An almost voyuerislic glimpse into Ameriam history. I couldn't stop turning the 
pages." 

— Abigail Van Buren ("Dear Abby") 

"Letters of a Nation is a condensation of the American soul mto personal words of heautif, 
heart, and poignancy. This well-chosen selection gives lessons in the background of American 

history, but it is also an education in civility. I wish every American would read it." 
— Thomas Moore, author of Care of the Soul 

Six years in tlie making, LE'ITERS OF A NATION is the most comprehensive collection of American 
letters ever assembled, offering over 200 extraordinary letters—many published here for the first 
lime by presidents and prisoners, soldiers and slaves, explorers and expatriates, arrists and 
activists, Nobel laureates and Native Indians, writers and revolutionaries. 

Spanning over 350 years of American history—from the first pilgrims to present day writers— 
these letters cover the full spectrum of human emotion and experience, includmg love, 
heartache, courage, hope, friendship, humor, mercy, surrender, rage, regret, and consolation. 
LETTERS OF A N A T I O N not only features letters by such American leaders as George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Ronald Reagan, but messages 
from Cesar Chavez, Susan B. Anthony, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Dorothy Day, Phillis Wheatley, 
Frederick Douglass, Rabbi Stephen Wise, and many lesser-known, though no less remarkable, 
Americans from all walks of life. 

more' 



Among many other timeless correspondences. LETTERS OF AN ATIOt^ ieatures: 

• An eyewitness account of a group of Choctaw Indians collecting money to send to the starving 
Irish during the worst of the potato famine 
Helen Keller expressing to Eugene V. Debs her desire for a socialist revolution 
A young Abraham Lincoln describing to a friend the humiliating conclusion to an unusual 
courtship 
The father of a murder vichm pleading to the governor to spare the life of his son's killer 
An American soldier writing home in 1945 to his parents after aiding survivors of the Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp in Germany 
Edgar Allan Poe relating to his beloved a bizarre suicide attempt on his part to gain her 
sympathy and attention 
President John F. Kermedy to Soviet Leader Nikita Khrushchev at the height of the Cuban 
Missile Crisis 
Norman Mailer offering encouragement to Salman Rushdie after the Ayatollah Khomeini's 
fatwa against Rushdie 
Malcolm X explaining to his followers why he now considers whites to be his brothers, too 
A grown woman to her birth mother on whether they will ever meet 
Harry S. Truman defending his use of the atomic bomb 
Elvis Presley to Richard M. Nixon asking if he can help fight drug abuse 
Eleanor Roosevelt imploring her husband to end segregation in the armed forces 
General William T. Sherman to the citizens of Atlanta on why he is going to destroy their city 
Benjamin Franklin enumerating to a young friend the eight reasons why older women are 
preferable to younger ones 

• Amelia Earhart telling her parents not to worry if she should die during one of her flights 

These and hundreds of other heartfelt and engaging letters are featured here, revealing the 
diversity and soul of America and its people and celebrating the simple yet glorious art of letter 
writing. 

ves ANDREW CARROLL, 28, has spent the past six years searching through public and private archi.^^ 
and poring over literally tens of thousands of manuscripts to find the greatest letters in American 
history. 

Carroll is the author of several other books and serves as the executive director of the American 
Poetry & Literacy Project, a national nonprofit organization he co-founded with the late Nobel 
laureate Joseph Brodsky that promotes literacy by distributing free poetry books in public places 
nationwide. , Carroll's efforts have been featured in numerous publications as well as on 
MacNeil/Lehrer, CNN, Black Entertainment Television, National Public Radio, and ABC News. 

M A R I A N W R I G H T E D E L M A N , children's advocate and author of the bestselling The Measure of 
Our Success: A Letter to My Children and Yours, contributes the book's inspiring foreword, 
relating how letters have influenced her own life and applauding LETTERS OF A NATION'S rich 
selection. 



Selections from Previously Unpublished War Letters Found 
by Andrew Carroll, Editor of Letters of a Nation 

I want these thoughts of mine recorded so in later years I can use them in 
getting a better understanding of life instilled in my children. 

- Forward Artillery Observer Erwin Blonder, age 23, writing from France to his 
brother and father in the U.S.; September 30th, 1944 

I love and admire the American soldier, and think him equal, if not the superior, 
of any warrior of any time. He is not only brave but he is generous; and when he 
has fought for a principle and won, he has no desire to crush his foe, but is eager to 
abide by the old Latin maxim 'live and let live.' The soldiers of this country know 
me and my feelings for them too well to need any extended assurance of my 
faithfulness to them. 

— "Angel ofthe Battlefield" Clara Barton to Ms. Jessie Gladden; November 7, 1898 

Dad — this is not time to be preaching to you but I have something on my chest 
which I want you to hear — In spite of Cal's supreme sacrifice don't let anyone tell 
you that he was foolish or made a mistake to volunteer. [George's brother Cal was 
killed in action.] Of what I've seen in my travels on our mission I am more than 
convinced that we've done the right thing in spite of what has happened in the 
past — America is a damn good country and don't let anyone tell you otherwise — 

— George Saito of the 442 Regimental Combat Team to his father Kiichi, 
a Japanese-American imprisoned in a L7.S. internment camp; July 11, 1944 

I know it is pretty hard to say this. I really don't know what I mean to you. Why 
don't you just forget me and find some one else. I am not saying this because I 
dislike you. No that's not it. It's for you, I sure hate to see you worrying. Even 
though you promised me you will wait until I returned, it's pretty hard to say. You 
might never see me again, the way this war has been going. I mean to face landing 
on the beach head, which I would hate to see again. But I think I have to face it. It 
does not matter, death. So what. 

•— Willson Price, a Navajo code talker, to his girlfriend Rose; July 22, 1944; (this is believed 
to be the first xvar letter by a Navajo code talker ever published) 

In the following pages I shall attempt to record a sight that is well beyond the pale 
of verbal or written description—a sight that will sear my memory for all time to 
come. I cannot expect you to believe it—indeed I who have seen it cannot. . . . If 
there are some who who would argue a soft peace for these monstrous criminals, I 
would go to the end of the world to bring them back to this camp. 

- Joseph Fogg, age 25, writing from the Bergen-Belsen Nazi concentration 
camp to his parents in the tJ.S.; AprU 30, 1945 

I have sent my youngest, well-loved son to work in an Arab country, hoping he 
would help bring peace between our cultures. Instead he was caught up in war. It 
seems unjust that I , who have given to you so generously, should have my son 
taken away from me in return. You have the power to right this WTong. 

— Mary Ewald to Saddam Hussein; September 1990; (as a result of this letter, Hussein 
released Ewald's son Tom, ivho was being used as a "human shield" in Kuwait) 



Selections from War Letters Featured in 
Letters of a Nation: A Collection of Extraordinary American Letters 

Now you must go, and take with you the old and feeble, feed and nurse them, and 
build for them, in more quiet places, proper habitations to shield them against the 
weather until the mad passions of men cool down, and allow the Union and peace 
once more to settle over your old homes in Atlanta. Yours in haste, 

— Union General William T. Sherman to the Mayor of Atlanta 
before destroying the city; September 12, 1864 

Life is not the highest boon of existence. There are ideals that are superhuman, 
interests greater than life itself, for which it is worth while fighting, suffering, and 
dying. Good-bye, Mother; I will see you in the next world. You may know I died 
fighting for you, my country, and all that life holds dear. 

— World War I soldier Adrian Edwards' last letter to his mother; May 1918 

Oh where is the swift vengence of Jehovah that it does not fall upon the hosts of 
those who are marshalling machine-guns against hungry-stricken peoples? It is 
the complacency of madness to call such acts "preserving law and order." What 
oceans of blood and tears are shed in their name! I have come to loathe traditions 
and institutions that take away the rights of the poor and protect the wicked 
against judgment. 

— Anti-zvar activist Helen Keller to Socialist leader Eugene V. Debs; March 11, 1919 

I see now that you, too, are yellow with this strange but ancient sickness of the 
soul: the malady that has thrown down civilization after civilization by meeting 
force with force. Is meeting force with force the only way you see? It is not the only 
way I see. I—a builder—see that there is still a chance for democracy on this 
continent just because the leaders of our culture are not all like Lewis Mumford, as 
he snarls and shows his teeth. 

— Frank Lloyd Wright, architect and staunch pacifist, 
to the critic (and now ex-friend) Lexvis Mumford; June 3, 1941 

The Senate passed the all-out declaration of war eighty-two to nothing, and the 
House had passed it three hundred eighty-eight to one. Today all of us are in the 
same boat with you and the people of the Empire and it is a ship which will not 
and cannot be sunk. 

— President Franklin D. Roosevelt's secret cable to Prime Minister Winston Churchill the 
day after the bombing of Pearl Harbor; December 8, 1941 

If my brothers and friends are old enough to join the Coast Guard and Navy at 
seventeen and up, I certainly should be permitted to join very soon, on my 
seventeenth birthday. So, please, who ever is in charge of the Spars, please lower 
the enlistment age to seventeen and make my seventeenth birthday the happiest. I 
know I am speaking for millions of girls who feel the same way about this subject. 

— Shirley Band to the U. S. Coast Guard Magazine; September 1943 

(cont.) 



Victory is in sight. I thank God for giving the soldier of color the intestinal 
fortitude to go on and do a good job in spite of the odds that have been against 
him. We still have men fighting and dying in the Theatres of War. In closing. Sis, 
I will write a few words penned by the great Negro poet Dunbar, "Out of the hell 
and dawn of it all, cometh good." 

— An Africait-American soldier to his sister in the U.S.; March 19, 1945 

How I wish this cruel business of war could be completed quickly. Entirely aside 
from longing to return to you (and stay there) it is a terribly sad business to total up 
the casualties each day—even in an air war—and to realize how many youngsters 
are gone forever. A man must develop a veneer of callousness that lets h im 
consider such things dispassionately; but he can never escape a recognition of the 
fact that back home the news brings anguish and suffering to families all over the 
country. 

— General Dwight D. Eisenhower to his wife Mamie; AprU 16, 1944 

I knew what I was doing when I stopped the war that would have killed a half 
million youngsters on both sides if those bombs had not been dropped. I have no 
regrets and, under the same circumstances, I would do it again. 

— Former President Harry Truman to 
Chicago Sun-Times columnist Irv Kupcinet; August 5, 1963 

The decision not to be a resister and the related susbsequent decisions were the 
most difficult of my life. I decided to accept the draft in spite of my beliefs for one 
reason: to maintain my political viability within the system. For years I have 
worked to prepare myself for a political life characterized by both practical political 
ability and concern for rapid social progress. It is a life I still feel compelled to lead. 

— William Jefferson Clinton, age 23, to Col. Eugene Holmes; December 3, 2969 

For years, I felt your life, as well as the other 58,000 lives, was wasted, and anyone 
who wasn't there could not or would not understand what we went through. 
That's changing now. People are beginning to realize that we were doing our jobs 
and doing them well. We had to pay the price and until recently, we were the ones 
tagged as losers, not our government. So if your names on this wall make it harder 
to send guys half way around the world to die, then maybe it wasn't a total waste. 

— John "Soup" Campbell to Edward Van Every, Jr; June 8, 1985; (Campbell's 
letter zvas left at the Vietnam Vcterrans Memorial in Washington, D.C.) 

The people of the world, despite differences in racial and ethnic origin, have very 
much in common. They want the dignity of having some control over their 
individual destiny. They want to work at the craft or trade of their own choosing 
and to be fairly rewarded. They want to raise their families in peace without 
harming anyone or suffering harm themselves... Is it possible that we have 
permitted ideology, political and economic philosophies, and governmental 
policies to keep us from considering the very real, everyday problems of our 
peoples? 

— President Ronald Reagan's private, handxvrittcn message to Soviet Premier Leonid 
Brezhnev three xueeks after Reagan xvas shot by John Hinckley; AprU 24, 1981 



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20,1998 

BEST BETS 
WHATS HOT AND HAPPENING THIS WEEKEND 

BOOK "Letters are sacred," notes editor Andrew 
Carroll in his new book, Letters ofa Nation: 

A Collection of Extraordinary American Letters (Kodansha, 
$27). In this age of phone tag and instant e-mail, readers 
will be inspired by these eloquent, beautifully written, 
deeply felt missives. Culling from a variety of sources, Car­
roll presents a range of letters, from the historical to the 
present, from the famous to the unknown. Among the con­
tributors: Edith Wharton to a silent lover, Frederick Dou­
glass to his former master, Abraham Lincoln to a young girl 
whose father had been killed in the Civil War, Ronald Rea­
gan to Leonid Brezhnev, and a host of others. The result is 
fascinating and often profoundly moving. 



A Letter Is Still Better 
Although Robert Kuttner's "A Lost 

Art Revived" (op-ed, Nov. 24] is a 
genuinely touching essay, it is unfor­
tunate to see Mr. Kuttner so enthusi­
astically endorse e-mail over real mail 
as a means of correspondence with 
his grown daughter. E-mail may have 
its advantages in the business world, 
but it can never match actual letters 
as the most heartfelt form of commu-
mcation, especially between parents 
and their children. While e-mail glows 
impersonally on a screen, letters 
come to us wrapped up Uke small gifts 
we can hold in our hands, read, re­
read and save for later. Yes, e-mail 
can be printed out. But only as a 

Letters must be exclusive to The 
Post, must be signed and musi 
include the writer's home address 
and hoTTte and business telephone 
numbers. Because of space limita­
tions, those published are subject to 
abridgment Although we are un­
able to acknowledge those letters we 
cannot publish, we appreciate the 
interest and value the vieuxs of those 
who take the time to send us their 
comments. Letters intended for 
publication should be addressed to 
Letters to the Editor. 

lifeless facsimile, each copy as te­
diously similar as the next. 

Every letter, by contrast, is dis­
tinct, ongmal and nch with detail. 
There is the mdividuahty of the pen­
manship, whether it flows easily from 
Ime to Ime or scrawls-somewhat aim­
lessly across the page. Even with 
typed letters, the living hand makes 
Itself known through the signature, as 
well as any handwntten corrections 
or additions. Better yet, many writers 
embeUish the margins or envelope 
with a simple sketch or two. From all 
these flashes of creativit>'—not to 
mention the selection of the paper, 
the ink, the stamp—the umque per­
sonality of the sender shines tiirough. 

All of this, of course, requires la­
bor. But that's precisely what makes 
letters so meaningful. Even if the 
content is far from poetic, every let­
ter dehvers a powerful message to its 
recipient: You're worth the time. In 
an age when craftsmanship is increas­
ingly losing out to automation, 
thoughtfulness to efficiency, humanity 
to technology, the most important 
message we can send to one another 
is that we are aU, truly, worth a httle 
extra effort. 

ANDREW CARROLL 
Washington 
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and immediate, as did the best in the Scot­
tish grunge collection. Children oj Albion Rovers 
|BKL le I&I5 97|. —\enmeVerSteeg 

A D i f f e r e n t Beat : Wri t ings by Women of the 
Beat Generat ion. Ed. by Richard Peabody 
Nov 1997 235p Serpent 's Tai l , paper, 
$13.99(1-85242-431-1).DDC 818 
H u n c k e , H e r b e r t , The Herbert Huncke 
Reader Ed. by Ben jamin G. Schafer. Oct. 
1997. 352p. i l lus Morrow, $24 (0-688-
1 5266-X). DDC 818. 

Not all the beats were men, a fact editor 
Peabody felt compel led to establish and cel­
ebrate after teaching a university course on 
beat writers to a classroom full of women 
students. Determined to br ing the writ ings 
of women beats to l ight, he selected work 
wri t ten dur ing the beat era (1957-65) by 26 
writers. These poems, memoirs, and stories 
pulse wi th a dist inct ively female energy, and 
are electric w i th cosmic ponderings, hot sex. 
cool jazz, drug-enhanced visions, the revela­
t i ons of t rave l , the th r i l l of l iv ing out of 
bounds, and the w isdom gained from listen­
ing to the muse and quest ion ing society's 
version of how a woman should live. 

Diana di Pr ima, well represented in A Di/-
ferent Beat, was the first to publ ish Huncke's 
wr i t ing , in 1965, but Huncke (1915-96) was 
known to the beats long before that He 
was, in fact, the "Ur-beat," to quo te Ray­
m o n d Fore, who cont r ibu ted ttie introduc­
t i o n to t h i s l o n g - o v e r d u e c o l l e c t i o n of 
Huncke's epoch-star t ing, autob iographica l , 
and u n c o m p r o m i s i n g prose A streetwise 
observer and chronic ler of the human con­
d i t i on , he also was a hustler, a thief, and a 
j u n k i e , a n d h i s i m p r o v i s a t i o n a l l i f e ­
s ty le—his taste foi f reedom, conversat ion, 
drugs, and adventu re—set the gauge for 
beatness. just as the candor and relentless 
drive of his headlong yet sh immer ing ly pre­
cise prose set the standard for beat l i tera­
ture. —Donna Seaman 

Eps te in , l o s e p h . Life Sentences: Literary 
Essays. Oct. 1997 288p. Nor ton , $25 (0-393-
04546-3) DDC 809 
Gornick, Vivian. The End of the Novel of 
Love. Oct. 1997. I65p Beacon; dist. by 
Ballantine, S20 (0-8070-6222-7). DDC sn 

Epstein, p roud author of nine essay col­
lect ions and ed i tor of the Norion Book oj Per­
sonal Essays |BKL r 15 97|, IS a master essay­
ist whose m o t t o might be. "I wri te therefore 
1 learn." A sense of discovery animates his 
g l id ing prose, and the pleasure he experi­
ences wr i t i ng these in te l l igent , ep ig ram­
matic, somet imes cocky, always absorb ing 
cons ide ra t i ons of l i te ra tu re and wr i ters ' 
l ives is equa l to the pleasure we f ind in 
reading them. Epstein strides across the lit­
erary landscape w i th absolute conf idence, 
v is i t ing t rad i t iona l s i tes—such as the work 
o l Conrad , Dreiser, and F i tzgera ld—and 
mak ing t hem new, then heading out for 
fresh pastures in essays about the drama 
cr i t ic Kenneth Tynan; the Aust r ian writer 
Robert fvlusil and his immense, unf in ished 
work. The Man without Qualities, La Rochelou-
cauld and his maxims. Lady Mary Wort ley 
Montagu , and Solzheni lsyn. 

Epistolary Elegance Liierorure 

Chekhov, Anton Pavlovlch, Dejr Wnter. Dear Actress The Love Letters of Oljyi 
Knipperarid Anton Chekhov Ed and tr. by lean Benedetti. Oct 1997 320p Ecco,S24 

Wff^taOO 1-550-0) \ w 8QI 7? 
I * Letters o fa Nation: A Colleclion of Exlraordinary American Letters Ed. by Andre 
I Carroll Oct. 1997 ^I2p index Kodansha: dist by Farrar, 825 (I-568'J6-196-'j) 
L ^ X : 816(108 

• Moore,Marianne.The Selected LetlersofMarianneMoore.Cel. 1997 •>44p index, 
illus Knopf. S35 (0-679-4'J909-91. DDC 6 I I 

No l i terary form is as direct, revealing, or versati le 
as letters, and letters reflect the t imbre of the t imes 
just as surely as they i l l umina te the minds of corre­
spondents. 

To be passionately in love, separated by a vast dis­
tance, and only able to commun ica te by letter is to be 
a bit mad. Such was the fate of Chekhov and Knipper, 
an actress who became famous pe r fo rm ing in his 
plays at the Moscow Art Theatre. Knippet 's theatr ical 
c o m m i t m e n t s kept her in Moscow, whi le Chekhov's 
precarious health d ic tated a life of v i r tual exile in the 
warmer c l ime of Yalta, where he not only p ined for 
Knipper, the muse for whom he wrote some ol his 
most endur ing roles, but was den ied the pleasure of 
seeing his plays performed. Knipper reports on the 
product ions in l ively deta i l , but what emerges most 
vividly f rom their hundreds of af fect ionately teasing, 
compla in ing , and strategic love letters is their verydif-
ferent t emperamen ts and unwaver ing devo t i on as 

tfiey progress Irom fr iends to lovers to man and wife over the course of the last hve 
Chekhov's tragically shortened life. 

Love inspires letters, natural ly, but so does rage, and the need to ar t iculate one's 
thoughts and lears, unburden oneself of a painful experience, record a momen tous 
event, or share some hard-won w isdom All of these mot iva t ions are evident in the 
more than 200 letters th.:it make up Ldlcrs oj a Nalion Carrol l , the executive director of 
the Amencan Poetry and Literary Pro|ect. has accompl ished truly heroic feats o l 
research, t iacking down never-belore-publ ished letters that chronic le Ainer ican l i le 
ovei the entire course of our turbulent history Letters from presidents al ternate wi th 
Ictteis f iom immigrants st ruggl ing against prejudice; letters f rom Native Americans 
and whi les reveal both sides of the conquest; black activists wr i te about racism and 
inequal i ty, and a Wor ld War 11 ambulance driver describes the unmi t iga ted ho r io i of 
a concentrat ion camp Carroll has also selected letters full of joy and wonder, as wel l 
as hi lar ious letters by Gioucho Marx and E B. White. There s imply isn't a du l l passage 
to be found in this m ind-open ing , heart-stretching vo lume, 

^ ^ ^ ^ o i e (1887-1972), a br i l l iant and or ig inal poet, l ived an ardent life of the r 
I rom an early age, report ing on her passions for art, science, sports, and pol i t ics in 
supple, energetic, richly deta i led, and moral ly focused letters So pro found were her 
habits of observat ion and ar t icu la t ion that she wrote incessant ly—30,000 letters have 
been preserved—chronic l ing not only her life but also the b i r th and coalescence of 
the modern era Moore wrote lavishly to family members and fr iends, then, as her 
poetry became better known and she took the helm of the Dial, she establ ished inf lu­
ent ia l epistolary re lat ionships wi th such fellow travelers as T S. El iot, Ezra Pound, 
and Elizabeth Bishop. Her letters are jaunty and self-possessed in tone, prob ing and 
uncomp iom is ing in content , and absolutely magnetic. —Donna Seaman 

sage I 

n m f f * 

One ol Ihe th ings literary crit ics do best is 
t r a c e t h e c o m p l i c a t e d c o n n e c t i o n s 
between novels and the social mores lhat 
in l luenced their creat ion Gornick, a sen­
t ient wn te i . makes a bo ld assert ion in this 
set of electr i fy ing essays she claims lha l 
love is no longer a s igni f icant metaphor , 
t t ial It has lost its power as l i terature's pr i­
mary " o r g a n i z i n g p r i n c i p l e . " The w e l l -
tended path of her reasoning, expressed in 
unswerving, utter ly t rustworthy sentences, 
l e a d s t h i o u g h t h e n o v e l s o l G e o r g e 
Mered i lh . lean Rhys. Wil la Gather. Grace 
Paley, and Andre Dubus, a I iek well wor l l i 
taking Gomick reads, like so many ol us do. 

for gu idance, for em o t i ona l c lar i ty , for a 
sharper image of the self, and her essays 
ascend exhi larat ing ly I rom the l i terary to 
the ph i losoph ica l . —Donna Seaman 

IVletcalf, Pau l , Col lected Works, v.3 1983-
1997. Oct 1997 600p Coffee House, dist. 
by Consor t ium, $35 (1-56689-050-0). DDC BIB 

In the th i rd and final vo lume ol his br i l ­
l i an t l y o r i g i n a l , f o r m - d e f y i n g c o l l e c t e d 
works. Metcalf emerges as a shrewd literary 
commenta to r in a series ol bracing essays 
on writ ing. reading, and being Included are 
cons ide ra t i ons o l his g rea t -g rand la lhe r . 
Melvi l le, and poet Charles Olson, as well as 
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Letters of a Nation: 
A Collection of Extraordinary 
American Letters 
E d i t e d by A n d r e w C a r r o l l 
( K o d a n s h a , $ 2 7 ) 
Corresponding via e-mail is ephemeral: You 
wnte and poof!—your message is gone, to 
reappear on another screen, be read and 
then pooP That's not the case with the 200 
or so epistolary works collected in Andrew 
CarroH's ambitious Letters of a Nation. 
For the most part, these are weighty 
letters written by people who struggled lo 
communicate their personal truths. 
Carroll's collection spans 365 years—from 
a 1630 letter from the newly arrived Puntan 
governor of Massachusetts to his wife 
back home, to a stirnng 1995 missive from 
a former gang member to his students in a 
pnson-writing class. Most of the 
correspondence evokes an America whose 
citizens said big things, felt things in big 
ways and had big consciences. In her 
forward, Marian Wright Edelman suggests 
that these are endangered qualities: 
they're most likely wtiat drew the editor to 
the particular letters here. The collection 
also includes some oddities—such as 
Elvis Presley's delusional note to Nixon, 
in wtiich he offers himself up as a hippie-
infiltrating. drug-fighting "federal agent at 
large." In addition, there are some 
stunning pieces of reporting, including a 
never-before-published letter from a World 
War II ambulance driver who descnbes 
the scene at Bergen-Belsen to his 
parents. E-mail, because it's so 
convenient, might be reviving the art of 
letter wnting, but if the letters in this book 
had been sent into cyberspace, readers 
would probably have been denied this 
fascinating, thoughtful and sometimes 
funny portrait of a nation,—Barbara Ana 
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REVIVING THE LANGUAGE OF LOVE ON VALENTINE'S DAY 

AMTRAK UNITES ROMANCE OF THE RAILS 
AND THE ART OF LETTER WRITING 

In the spirit of Valentine's Day, Amtrak is teaming up with "Letters of a Nation" 

editor Andy Carroll, Pilot Corp. of America and Cupid in a coast-to-coast promotion to 

rekindle the love letter. 

Beginning February 12'^ passengers on Amtrak's premier overnight trains - the 

Twilight Shoreliner and the Coasf Starlight - will find in their bedrooms VARSITY 

fountain pens donated by Pilot, as well as stationery, stamped envelopes and copies of 

Carroll's new hardcover anthology, "Letters ofa Nation: A Collection of Extraordinary 

American Letters," donated by Carroll for the "Write Away!" promotion. 

"Throughout history, trains have always been viewed as one ofthe most 

romantic ways to travel," said Rick Donnelly, Amtrak's vice president of marketing and 

sales. "The relaxation of train travel creates the perfect environment for letter writing, 

and Valentine's Day is a terrific opportunity to encourage travelers to take the time to 

pen their thoughts to a friend or loved one." 

-more-



Amtrak passengers traveling between Boston, New York and Virginia on the 

Twilight Shoreliner or between Los Angeles and Seattle on the Coast Starlight \N\\\ be 

inspired to write letters as they nestle comfortably in their bedrooms watching the 

scenery pass by. 

"Letters are one ofthe most heartfelt and enduring ways we have to express to 

our loved ones how much they mean to us," said Carroll, who approached Amtrak 

about the "Write Away!" promotion. "As a frequent Amtrak passenger myself, I often 

write letters on trains, and I find it a perfect time and place to do so. There's something 

about looking out the window and thinking of those loved ones you have either just said 

goodbye to, or are about to see, that inspires letter writing." 

Amtrak will continue the "Write Away!" promotion as long as the supplies of the 

pens, stationery and books last. 

"We at Amtrak hope the "Write Away!" promotion will encourage letter writing, not 

just for Valentine's Day, but as a habit that benefits both the writer and recipient," 

Donnelly said. 

For information and resen/ations for the Twilight Shoreliner ar\6 Coast Starlight, 

call Amtrak at 1-800-USA-RAIL. 

# # # 



A National Campaign to Preserve & Promote the Art of Letter Writing 

"In the following pages I shall attempt to record a sight that i s 
well beyond the pale of verbal or written d e s c r i p t i o n — 

a sight that w i l l sear my memory for a l l time to come..." 
- Joseph Fogg 

O N APRIL 30, 1945 a young American medical assistant named Joseph Fogg sent a 
letter to his parents from the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp describing Nazi 
atrocities and prison conditions in horrifying detail. Fogg's four-page, handwritten 
letter, published for the first time in LETTERS OF A NATION: A Collection of Extraordinary 
American Letters (Andrew Carroll, ed.; Kodansha America; 1997), was saved by his family 
and eventually donated to the Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. Had 
his family not preserved the letter or generously given it to a respected museum, this 
extraordinary, firsthand narrative might have been lost forever. 

Founded by Andrew Carroll, The Legacy Project is a nonprofit, all-volunteer effort 
working with historians, teachers, archivists, and letter writers throughout America to 
promote a greater appreciation for the importance of letters. The Legacy Project has 
launched a nationwide search for historically significant correspondences (like Joseph 
Fogg's) and a public education campaign to encourage Americans, especially young 
people, to write letters more frequently. Ultimately, The Legacy Project's focus is both 
on the past— b̂y seeking out and saving letters already written, and on the future—by 
inspiring people from all walks of life to leave behind their own legacy of great letters. 

V E T E R A N ' S D A Y C A M P A I G N / " O P E R A T I O N M A I L C A L L " 
The Legacy Project's first major initiative wil l focus on Veteran's Day, November 11 
1998. In collaboration with museums, archives, national veterans organizations, and 
the Veterans Administration, The Legacy Project and Kodansha are encouraging 
Americans to search their homes for old letters, either their own or those by relatives 
or loved ones, written during wartime. The Legacy Project will then help those who 
possess historically significant letters to preserve and safeguard them for posterity. 

W H Y L E T T E R S ? 
With the exception of diaries, no other personal documents offer as much insight into 
who we are as a nation and as individuals as our correspondences. Letters provide 
dramatic, eyewitness accounts of major world events, and they often reveal to us the 
private thoughts and deliberations of those who changed history. On a more personal 
level, a letter is a tangible expression of our deepest feelings and represents one of the 
most lasting, intimate, and heartfelt forms of communication. In this increasingly 
automated and technological age we live in, letters are truly handcrafted works of art to 
be treasured and cherished not only for ourselves, but for generations to come. 

LEGflCy PHOJECI • 1058 Thomas Jefferson st., N W , Washington, D . C . 20007 
The Legacy Project is a nonprofit, all-volunteer effort funded entirely by proceeds from 

LETTERS OF A NATION: A Collection of Extraordinary American Letters 
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S E R V I C E DIVISION 
ROOM 1005 

1240 E A S T NINTH S T R E E T 
C L E V E L A N D , OHIO 441 99 

Andrew Carroll September 17.1998 
1058 Thomas Jefferson St. NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20007 

Re: Legacy Project 

Mr. Carroll, 

The Cleveland Plain Dealer recently published an article supporting 
the need to relearn the art of sharing letters. This happens to be a subject 
near and dear to my heart. While I was overseas during the Viet Nam War 
in 1968 my "Lifeline to the States" were the letters that I received from 
friends'and family. I know the value of being far from home and receiving a 
hand written letter. My comrades in arms at the time would always 
comment that I certainly received a lot of mail. My reply was " If you write a 
lot you'll get a lot!" To this day, that fact rings true. I still write to special 
people with a fountain pen on three or four pages of parchment m lieu of 
calling them. The memory of the phone call fades while the written word 
lingers to warmness. 

I represent veterans in obtaining benefits from the government. This 
requires a lot of contact with them and their family. Going through their old 
military records sometimes uncovers personal letters that were shared in 
both directions. I am frequently surprised at the creativity and intimacy 
flowing out of these letters generated by people whose verbal skills are no 
match for their literary license. Amazement reigns pleasantly supreme and 
these biographical diamonds should be treasured by someone. The young 
people are an excellent medium to perform this task. 

The article mentions the Legacy Project having a purpose of saving 
old letters and writing to veterans. I applaud this project and have a 
suggestion. My organization, The American Legion, has an ongoing 
program for Americanism. In the past this program has dealt only with 
handing out little flags to children and talking to them about the values of 
their country and its rich history. I feel that this may just provide an 
avenue to promote your project by having letters written to veterans and 



not only saving old letters but READING them ! In so doing, the goals of 
our program are realized. What finer way to learn history, through the 
words of the people who made it. 

Please contact me, I feel that a mutually beneficial program could be 
started. 

Regards, 

Edward S. Tybusz 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

November 3, 19 9 8 

Ms. E l l e n Chesler 
Senior Fellow 
Open Society I n s t i t u t e 
400 West 59th St r e e t 
New York, New York 10019 

Dear Ms. Chesler: 

Thank you f o r your k i n d l e t t e r i n v i t i n g Mrs. C l i n t o n 
t o speak at an event hosted by the law f i r m of Skadden, Arps, 
Slate, Meagher and Fiom i n December or January. 

Since i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o know what the F i r s t Lady's upcoming 
o f f i c i a l schedule w i l l be, I am unable t o make a commitment f o r 
her at t h i s time. While i t i s u n l i k e l y Mrs. C l i n t o n w i l l be able 
to accept your i n v i t a t i o n , please be assured t h a t we w i l l keep i t 
i n mind and contact you i f we can accommodate your request. 

Mrs. C l i n t o n appreciates your thoughtfulness and sends her 
best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Pa"Cti S o l l s ^ o y l e 
Special A s s i s t a n t t o the President 
D i r e c t o r of Scheduling 

f o r the F i r s t Lady 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DATE: 

CC: 

MEMORANDUM 

PATIi SOLIS-DOYLE 

ELLEN CHESLER 

INVITATION FOR THE FIRST LADY 

10/19/98 

MIL\NNE VERVEER, OFFICE OF TIIB 8TRST LADY; SALLY 
FELDMAN, SKADDEN ARPS SLATE MEAGHER AND FLOM 

l am writing to mquire whether the First Lady might consider speaking at a.n event being
planned by the New York law firm of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher and Flom, as a 
celebration of its senior woman partner, Sheila Birnbaum, who w,t.'- recently identified as one 
of ''the most. 50 powerful women in American Business" by 8'ortune Magazine. Others on 
the list include Lucent Technologies' Carly Fiorina; Travelers Group CFO, Heidi Miller; 
Ogil vy & Mather Chairman and CEO, Shelly Lazarus; Paramount's Sherry Lansin� Mattel 
Chairman and CEO, Jill Barad; Goldman Sachs' Abby Joseph Cohen; and Fannie Mae's 
Jamie Gorelick. (I will be happy to send along the entin.: list if you ""ish.) 

Skadden Arps has one of the best reputations among corporate law firms for offering 
opportunity to women ::i.s associates and partners. As such, it has long hosted several annual 
events for women clients and partners featuring such prominent speakers as Cokie Roberts 
and Wendy Wa.sserstein. The event to which the First Lady is being invited could take either 
of two forms - depending on what most interests her. It could be arranged as a speech 
before: a large group of lawyers and clients, male and female, including, but not limited to, 
the Fortune group of 50 most powerful. Or the event could be limited to the much smaller 
group of fifty in an interactive session i.v:ith the First Lady, such as the one I myself 
moderated in New York several years ago. That one, I recall, was a terrific: session in which 
Hillary spoke about the role of women in the economy and then listened intently to a broad 
range of concerns from the group. 

Skadden is pbnning this event for either the first week of December or sometime in 
January_ The firm would, of course, seek to accommodate the First Lady's schedule. 

I agree to make this request because l think it would provide a terrific platform for 
Hillary to spt:ak about. the kinds of issues raised by last year's very stimulating White House 
Forum on Women and thE: Economy- Alkmativcly, she might use the opportunity to 
introduce ,i very powerful group of U.S. women to the concerns about women's rights a_,;, 

hum,U'I rights that she has addressed so forcefully in her recent travels. 



Full disclosure, however, is required. As you may know, my husband. Matt Mallow, is a 
partner at Skadden in New York, and Sheila Bimbaum is a close friend whom 1 greatly 
admire. She is widely recognized as one of the leading product liability lawyers in the 
country. As you may also know, Robert: Bennett, the President's personal lawyer, is a 
Washington-based partner of Skadden Arps. 

I thank you in advance for your consideration of this request and look forward to 
hearing from you at your earliest convenience. Perhaps this event could be coupled with 
some other pending obligation ofthe First Lady s in New York. 

TDTPL P.03 



T H E W H I T E HOUSE 
WASri INGTON 

November 16, 1998 

American Community 
c/o Honorable James F. Creagan 
American Ambassador - Tegucigalpa 

Dear Friends: 

Whenever I travel abroad, I always try to meet with the 
American Embassy community to say thank you. Unfortu­
nately, because of the extraordinary demands placed on all of 
you in the aftermath of Hurricane Mitch, I am unable to visit 
with you during my brief stop here. 

Please know that the President and I are very grateful to 
you for the work that you do each day in representing our 
country, and particularly these days for the personal sacrifices 
you and your families are making to assist the Honduran 
people in their greatest hour of need. You have been 
magnificent. I hope that there will be another opportunity in 
the ftiture for me to visit Tegucigalpa and to thank each and 
every one of you personally. 

With gratitude for your service and best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours. 

Hillary Rodljam Clinton 



T H E W H I T E HOUSE 
WA.SH I N G T O N 

November 23, 1998 

Joan Challinor 
3117 Hawthorne Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20008 

Dear Joan: 

Thank you for the copy of the Schlesinger Library's 
publication: Remembering Seneca Falls and the summary 
of the millennial library partnerships initiatives. I have 
passed them along to the First Lady, who, I know, will be 
most interested. 

Thank you also for your thoughtful notes. We are 
grateful for yotir advice and support. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 



First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
150th Anniversary ofthe First Women's Rights Convention 

Seneca Falls, New York 
July 16,1998 

Thank you for gathering here in such numbers for this important celebration. I want to thanlc 
Governor Pataki and Congresswoman Slaughter and all the elected officials who are here with us 
today. I want to thank Mary Anne and her committee for helping to organize such a great 
celebration. I want to thank Bob Stanton and the entire Park Service staff for doing such an excellent 
job with the historic site. I want to thank our choirs. I thought the choirs really added; I want to 
thank our singers whom we've already heard from and will hear from because this is a celebration 
and we need to think about it in such terms. 

But for a moment, I would like you to take your minds back a hundred and fifty years. 
Imagine if you will that you are Charlotte Woodward, a nineteen-year-old glove maker working and 
living in Waterloo. Everyday you sit for hours sewing gloves together, working for small wages you 
cannot even keep, with no hope of going on in school or owning property, knowing that if you 
marry, your children and even the clothes on your body will belong to your husband. 

But then one day in July, 1848, you hear about a women's rights convention to be held in 
nearby Seneca Falls. It's a convention to discuss the social, civil, and religious conditions and rights 
of women. You run from house to house and you find other women who have heard the same news. 
Some are excited, others are amused or even shocked, and a few agree to come with you, for at least 
the first day. 

When that day comes, July 19, 1848, you leave early in the morning in your horse-drawn 
wagon. You fear that no one else will come; and at first, the road is empty, except for you and your 
neighbors. But suddenly, as you reach a crossroads, you see a few more wagons and carriages, then 
more and more all going towards Wesleyan Chapel. Eventually you join the others to form one long 
procession on the road to equaUty. 

Who were the others fraveling that road to equality, traveling to that convention? Frederick 
Douglass, the former slave and great abolitionist, was on his way there and he described the 
participants as "few in numbers, moderate in resources, and very little known in the world. The most 
we had to connect us was a firm commitment that we were in the right and a firm faith that the right 
must ultimately prevail." In the wagons and carriages, on foot or horseback, were women like 
Rhoda Palmer. Seventy years later in 1918, at the age of one-hundred and two, she would cast her 
first ballot in a New York state election. 

Also traveling down that road to equality was Susan Quinn, who at fifteen will become the 



youngest signer of the Declaration of Sentiments. Catharine F. Stebbins, a veteran of activism 
starting when she was only twelve going door to door collecting anti-slavery petitions. She also, by 
the way, kept an anti-tobacco pledge on the parlor table and asked all her young male fiiends to sign 
up. She was woman truly ahead ofher time, as all the participants were. 

I often wonder, when reflecting back on the Seneca Falls Convention, who of us — men and 
women ~ would have left our homes, our families, our work to make that joumey one hundred and 
fifty years ago. Think about the incredible courage it must have taken to join that procession. 
Ordinary men and women, mothers and fathers, sisters and brothers, husbands and wives, friends 
and neighbors. And just like those who have embarked on other joumeys throughout American 
history, seeking freedom or escaping religious or political persecution, speaking out against slavery, 
working for labor rights. These men and women were motivated by dreams of better lives and more 
just societies. 

At the end ofthe two-day convention, one hundred people, sixty-eight women and thirty-two 
men, signed the Declaration of Sentiments that you can now read on the wall at Wesleyan Chapel. 
Among the signers were some of the names we remember today: Elizabeth Cady Stanton and 
Lucretia Mott, Martha Wright and Frederick Douglass and young Charlotte Woodward. The 
"Seneca Falls 100," as I like to call them, shared the radical idea that America fell far short ofher 
ideals stated in our founding documents, denying citizenship to women and slaves. 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who is frequently credited with originating the idea for the 
Convention, knew that women were not only denied legal citizenship, but that society's cultural 
values and social structures conspired to assign women only one occupation and role, that of wife 
and mother. Of course, the reality was always far different. Women have always worked, and 
worked both in the home and outside the home for as long as history can record. And even though 
Stanton herself had a comfortable life and valued deeply her husband and seven children, she Icnew 
that she and all other women were not truly free if they could not keep wages they earned, divorce 
an abusive husband, own property, or vote for the political leaders who governed them. Stanton was 
inspired, along with the others who met, to rewrite our Declaration of Independence, and they boldly 
asserted, "We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men and women are created equal." 

"All men and all women." It was the shout heard around the world, and if we listen, we can 
still hear its echoes today. We can hear it in the voices of women demanding their ftiU civil and 
political rights anywhere in the world. I've heard such voices and their echoes from women, around 
the world, from Belfast to Bosnia to Beijing, as they work to change the conditions for women and 
girls and improve their lives and the lives of their families. We can even hear those echoes today 
in Seneca Falls. We come together this time not by carriage, but by car or plane, by train or foot, 
and yes, in my case, by bus. We come together not to hold a convenfion, but to celebrate those who 
met here one hundred and fifty years ago, to commemorate how far we have traveled since then, and 
to challenge ourselves to persevere on the joumey that was begun all those many years ago. 

We are, as one can see looking around this great crowd, men and women, old and young. 



different races, different backgrounds. We come to honor the past and imagine the future. That is 
the theme the President and I have chosen for the White House Millermium Council's efforts to 
remind and inspire Americans as we approach the year 2000. This is my last stop on the Millennium 
Council's tour to Save America's Treasures ~ those buildings, monuments, papers and sites ~ that 
define who we are as a nation. They include not only famous symbols like the Star Spangled Banner 
and not only great political leaders like George Washington's revolutionary headquarters, or creative 
inventors like Thomas Edison's invention factory, but they include also the women of America who 
wrote our nation's past and must write its future. 

Women like the ones we honor here and, in fact, at the end of my tour yesterday, I leamed 
that I was following literally in the footsteps of one of them, Lucretia Mott, who, on her way to 
Seneca Falls, stopped in Auburn to visit former slaves and went on to the Seneca Nations to meet 
with clan mothers, as I did. 

Last evening, I visited the home of Mary Aim and Thomas M'Clintock in Waterloo, where 
the Declaration of Sentiments was drafted, and which the Park Service is planning to restore for 
visitors if the money needed can be raised. I certainly hope I can retum here sometime in the next 
few years to visit that restoration. 

Because we must tell and retell, leam and releam, these women's stories, and we must make 
it our personal mission, in our everyday lives, to pass these stories on to our daughters and sons. 
Because we cannot ~ we must not ~ ever forget that the rights and opportunities that we enjoy as 
women today were not just bestowed upon us by some benevolent mler. They were fought for, 
agonized over, marched for, jailed for and even died for by brave and persistent women and men 
who came before us. 

Every time we buy or sell or inherit property in our own name — let us thank the pioneers 
who agitated to change the laws that made that possible. 

Every fime, every time we vote, let us thank the women and men of Seneca Falls, Susan B. 
Anthony and all the others, who tirelessly crossed our nation and withstood ridicule and the rest to 
bring about the 19th Amendment to the Constitution. 

Every time we enter an occupation ~ a profession of our own choosing and receive a 
paycheck that reflect eamings equal to a male colleague, let us thank the signers and women like 
Kate Mullaney, who's house I visited yesterday, in Troy, New York 

Every time we elect a woman to office ~ let us thank grotmd breaking leaders like Jeannette 
Rankin and Margaret Chase Smith, Hattie Caraway, Louise Slaughter, Bella Abzug, Shirley 
Chisholm — all of whom proved that a woman's place is truly in the House, and in the Senate, and 
one day, in the White House, as well. 

And every time we take another step forward for justice in this nation — let us thank 
extraordinary women like Harriet Tubman, who's home in Auburn I visited yesterday, and who 



escaped herself from slavery, and, then risked her life, time and again, to bring at least two hundred 
other slaves to freedom as well. 

Harriet Tubman's mle for all ofher underground railroad missions was to keep going. Once 
you started—no matter how scared you got, how dangerous it became ~ you were not allowed to turn 
back. That's a pretty good mle for life. It not only describes the women who gathered in Wesleyan 
Chapel in 1848, but it could serve as our own motto for today. We, too, cannot tum back. We, too, 
must keep going in our commitment to the dignity of every individual ~ to women's rights as human 
rights. We are on that road of the pioneers to Seneca Falls, they started down it 150 years ago. But 
now, we too, must keep going. 

We may not face the crificism and derision they did. They understood that the Declaration 
of Sentiments would create no small amount of misconception, or misrepresentation and ridicule; 
they were called mannish women, old maids, fanatics, attacked personally by those who disagreed 
with them. One paper said, "These rights for women would bring a monstrous injury to all 
mankind." If it sounds familiar, it's the same thing that's always said when women keep going for 
tme equality and justice. 

Those who came here also understood that the convention and the Declaration were only first 
steps down that road. What matters most is what happens when everyone packs up and goes back 
to their families and communifies. What matters is whether sentiment and resolutions, once made, 
are fiilfiUed or forgotten. The Seneca Falls one hundred pledged themselves to petition, and lit the 
pulpit and used every instmmentality within their power to affect their subjects. And they did. But 
they also knew they were not acting primarily for themselves. They knew they probably would not 
even see the changes they advocated in their own lifetime. In fact, only Charlotte Woodward lived 
long enough to see American women finally win the right to vote. 

Those who signed that Declaration were doing it for the girls and women ~ for us — those 
of us in the twentieth century. 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton wrote a letter to her daughters later in life enclosing a special gift and 
explaining why. "Dear Maggie and Hattie, this is my first speech," she wrote, "it contains all 1 loiew 
at that time; I give this manuscript to my precious daughters in the hopes that they will finish the 
work that I have begun." And they have. Her daughter, Harriot Blatch, was the chief 
strategist of the suffrage movement in New York. Harriot's daughter, Nora Barney, was one ofthe 
first women to be a civil engineer. Nora's daughter, Rhoda Jenkins, became an architect. Rlioda's 
daughter. Colleen Jenkins-Sahlin is an elected official in Greenwich, Connecticut. And her daughter, 
Elizabeth is a thirteen-year-old, who wrote about the six generations of Stantons in a book called, 
33 Things Every Girl Should Know. 

So, far into the twentieth century, the work is still being done; the joumey goes on. Now, 
some might say that the only purpose of this celebration is to honor the past, that the work begun 
here is finished in America, that young women no longer face legal obstacles to whatever education 



or employment choices they choose to pursue. And I certainly believe and hope all of you agree that 
we should, everyday, count our blessings as American women. 

I know how much change I have seen in my own life. When I was growing up back in the 
fifties and sixties, there were sfiU barriers that Mrs. Stanton would have recognized ~ scholarships 
I couldn't apply for, schools I couldn't go to, jobs I couldn't have ~ just because of my sex. Thanks 
to federal laws like the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Title 9, and the Equal Pay Act, legal barriers 
to equality have fallen. 

But i f all we do is honor the past, then I believe we will miss the central point of the 
Declarafion of Sentiments, which was, above all, a document about the future. The drafters of the 
Declaration imagined a different ftiture for women and men, in a society based on equality and 
mutual respect. It falls to every generation to imagine the ftiture, and it our task to do so now. 

We know that, just as the women 150 years ago knew, that what we imagine will be 
principally for our daughters and sons in the 21st century. Because the work of the Seneca Falls 
Convention is, just like the work of the nation itself, it's never finished, so long as there remain gaps 
between our ideals and reality. That is one of the great joys and beauties of the American 
experiment. We are always striving to build and move toward a more perfect union, that we on 
every occasion keep faith with our founding ideals, and translate them into reality. So what kind of 
fiiture can we imagine together. 

I f we are to finish the work begun here — then no American should ever again face 
discrimination on the basis of gender, race or sexual orientation anywhere in our country. 

If we are to finish the work begun here ~ then $0.76 in a woman's paycheck for every dollar 
in a man's is sfill not enough. Equal pay for equal work can once and for all be achieved. 

I f we are to finish the work begun here ~ then families need more help to balance their 
responsibilities at work and at home. In a letter to Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton writes, 
"Come here and I will do what I can to help you with your address, ifyou will hold the baby and 
make the pudding." Even then, women knew we had to have help with child care. All families 
should have access to safe, affordable, quality child care. 

If we are to finish the work begun here ~ then women and children must be protected against 
what the Declaration called the "chastisement of women," namely domesfic abuse and violence. We 
must take all steps necessary to end the scourge of violence against women and punish the 
perpetrator. And our country must join the rest of the worid, as so eloquently Secretary Albright 
called for on Saturday night here in Seneca Falls, "Join the rest of the world and ratify the 
Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against women." 

If we are to finish the work begun here ~ we must do more than talk about family values, we 
must adopt polices that tmly value families ~ policies like a universal system of health care 



insurance that guarantees every American's access to affordable, quality health care. Policies like 
taking all steps necessary to keep guns out of the hands of children and criminals. Policies like 
doing all that is necessary at all levels of our society to ensure high quality public education for 
every boy or girl no matter where that child lives. 

If we are to finish the work begun here ~ we must ensure that women and men who work 
ftill-fime eam a wage that lifts them out of poverty and all workers who retire have financial security 
in their later years through guaranteed Social Security and pensions. 

If we are to finish the work begun here ~ we must be vigilant against the messages of a 
media-driven consumer culture that convinces our sons and daughters that what brand of sneakers 
they wear or cosmetics they use is more important that what they think, feel, know, or do. 

And if we are to finish the work begun here ~ we must, above all else, take seriously the 
power ofthe vote and use it to make our voices heard. What the champions of suffrage understood 
was that the vote is not just.a symbol of our equality, but that it can be, if used, a guarantee of results. 
It is the way we express our political views. It is the way we hold our leaders and governments 
accountable. It is the way we bridge the gap between what we want our nation to be and what it is. 

But when will the majority of women voters ofour country exercise their most fundamental 
political right? Can you imagine what any of the Declaration signers would say if they leamed how 
many women fail to vote in elections? They would be amazed and outraged. They would agree with 
a poster I saw in 1996. On it, there is a picture of a woman with a piece of tape covering her mouth 
and under it, it says, "Most politicians think women should be seen and not heard. In the last 
election, 54 million women agreed with them." 

One hundred and fifty years ago, the women at Seneca Falls were silenced by someone else. 
Today, women, we silence ourselves. We have a choice. We have a voice. And if we are going to 
finish the work begun here we must exercise our right to vote in every elecfion we are eligible to 
vote in. 

Much of who women are and what women do today can be fraced to the courage, vision, and 
dedicafion of the pioneers who came together at Seneca Falls. Now it is our responsibility to finish 
the work they began. Let's ask ourselves, at the 200th anniversary of Seneca Falls, will they say that 
today's gathering also was a catalyst for action? Will they say that businesses, labor, religious 
organizations, the media, foundations, educators, every citizen in our society came to see the 
unfinished stmggle of today as their stmggle? 

Will they say that we joined across lines of race and class, that we raised up those too often 
pushed down, and ultimately found strength in each other's differences and resolved in our common 
cause? Will we, like the champions at Seneca Falls, recognize that men must play a central role in 
this fight? How can we ever forget the impassioned plea of Frederick Douglass, issued in our defense 



of the right to vote? 

How can we ever forget that young legislator from Tennessee by the name of Harry Bums, 
who was the deciding vote in ratifying the 19th Amendment. He was planning on voting "no," but 
then he got a letter from his mother with a simple message. The letter said, "Be a good boy Harry 
and do the right thing." And he did! Tennessee became the last state to rafify, proving that you can 
never ever overestimate the power of one person to alter the coiu-se of history, or the power ofa little 
motherly advice. 

Will we look back and see that we have finally joined the rest of the advanced economies by 
creating systems of education, employment, child care and health care that support and strengthen 
families and give all women real choices in their lives. 

At the 200th anniversary celebration, will they say that women today supported each other 
in the choices we make? Will we admit once and for all there is no single cookie cutter model for 
being a successful and fialfilled woman today, that we have , so many choices? We can choose 
full-time motherhood or no family at all or like most of us, seek to strike a balance between our 
family and our work, always trying to do what is right in our lives. Will we leave our children a 
world where it is self-evident that all men and women, boys and girls are created equal? These are 
some of the questions we can ask ourselves. 

Help us imagine a fiiture that keeps faith with the sentiments expressed here in 1848. The 
future, like the past and the present, will not and cannot be perfect. Our daughters and 
granddaughters will face new challenges which we today cannot even imagine. But each of us can 
help prepare for that fiiture by doing what we can to speak out for justice and equality for women's 
rights and human rights, to be on the right side of history, no matter the risk or cost, knowing that 
eventually the sentiments we express and the causes we advocate will succeed because they are 
rooted in the conviction that all people are entitled by their creator and by the promise of America 
to the freedom, rights, responsibilities, and opportunity of full citizenship. That is what I imagine 
for the future. I invite you to imagine with me and then to work together to make that future a 
reality. 

Thank you all very much. 



JOAN R. CHALLINOR 

October 30, 1998 

Dear Melanne: 

This is the Schlesinger Library's publication for the Seneca Falls 
conference this summer. I hope you enjoy it. Would you call it to the 
attention of Hillary, please. 

Best, 

3117 HAWTHORNE STREET, N.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008 TELEPHONE 202/965-9447 FAX 202/965-6115 



T H E W H I T E HOUSE 
W A S H I N G ' I ' O N 

December 17, 1998 

Kathryn Cook 
Superintendent 
Fort McHenry National Monument 
Baltimore, MD 21230-5393 

Dear Ms. Cook 

Thank you for your letter and invitation for the First 
Lady to honor Mrs. Clinton at a Fort McHenry tattoo 
ceremony this summer. It is not yet certain whether Mrs. 
Clinton's schedule will allow her to accept your kind 
invitation. But I have forwarded your letter to Patti Solis 
Doyle, Director of Scheduling for the First Lady, and her 
office will be in touch. 

As you know. Fort McHenry was a highlight of the 
"Save America's Treasures" tour and Mrs. Clinton enjoyed 
her time there very much. I know she would want me to 
convey her appreciation for all you did to make it possible, 
along with her best wishes. 

Thank you for all you do to keep history alive at 
Fort McHenry. 

Sincerely, 

Melarme Verveer 
Chiefof Staff to 
the First Lady 



December 17, 1998 

Kathryn Cook 
Superintendent 
Fort McHenry National Monument 
BaUimore, MD 21230-5393 

Dear Ms. Cook 

Thank you for your letter and invitation for the First 
Lady to honor Mrs. Clinton at a Fort McHenry tattoo 
ceremony this summer. It is not yet certain whether Mrs. 
Clinton's schedule will allow her to accept your kind 
invitation. But I have forwarded your letter to Patti Solis 
Doyle, Director of Scheduling for the Firsl Lady, and her 
office will be in touch. 

Fort McHenry was a highlight ofthe "Save 
America's Treasures" tour and Mrs. Clinton enjoyed her 
time there very much. 1 know she would want me to convey 
her appreciation for all you did to make it possible, along 
with her best wishes. ^ 

Thank you for all you do to keep history alive at 
Fort McHenry. 

Sincerely, 

Melamie Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 



United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

FORT McHENRY NATIONAL MONUMENT AND 
HISTORIC SHRINE 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21230-5393 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

A82 

December 1, 1998 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Assistant to the President and 

Chief of Staff to the Firsl Lady 
The White House 
Washinglon, D. C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Verveer: 

As you know, last July Fort McHenry National Monument was fortunate lo be inclutled 
in the First Lady's "Save America's Treasures" tour. As wc were a fairly lale addition to 
the tour, I very much appreciated the fine coordination provided by Lisa McCanii, 
Nalional Park Service Liaison to the While House Millenium Program. Shortly after 
Mrs. Clinton's visit to Fort McHenry, I suggested to Ms. McCann the idea of honoring 
the First Lady for her work in preserving America's heritage at one ofour traditional Fort 
McHenry tattoo ceremonies during the summer of 1999. At my invitalion, Ms. McCann 
attended last summer's final tattoo, and she suggested that I contaci you for further 
consideration of my proposal to honor Mrs. Clinton this cominu summer. The following 
is a basic description ofour tattoo ceremony, which can be changed or otherwise tailored 
according to White House suggestions ifyou wish to recommend moving forward with 
an event involving the First Lady. 

Each year the Nalional Park Service staff here selects individuals who have contributed 
somehow to the furtiiprnnrf' r>riiigtnrir prpgr-rv.-itinn j]] jjcncral or who have labored 
specifically on behalf of Fort McHenry's preservation or education programs. The 
honoree is given the title of "Honorary Colonel ofthe Fort McHenry Guard," our unit of 
living history volunteers who represent the 1814 defenders of Fort McHenry. With the 
White House Millenium Program getting off the ground now, including a federal 
appropriation in the FY 1999 budget, next summer could be the perfect time to bring 
attention to achievements thai, no doubt, will be made during the year, ll would be fitting 
to honor Mrs. Clinton for facilitating the types of public-private efforts we are seeing at 
Edison National Historic Site in New Jersey and for bringing national visibility to 
preservation of America's special places. 

Tattoo ceremonies are generally held on Sunday evenings, beginning at 6:30 p.m. and 
lasting just over an hour. The basic tattoo program begins with an introduction by me as 
the superintendent, brief remarks aboul the honoree and his or her achievements being 



honored, and a description of "tattoo" as the process by which troops were called back to 
their garrison at the end of the day. Guest military units present musical programs and 
drill demonstrations, and our own Fort McHenry Guard perfomis War of 1812 battle 
tactics. Following these narrated demonstrations, the honorary colonel "inspects" the 
troops, reads the Harry S. Truman Presidential Proclamation ordering thai the flag be 
flown over Fort McHenry 24-hours/day, and then makes remarks of his/her own. The 
ceremony ends with the playing of taps and a flag-changing ceremony in which the 
public is invited to participate. Attendance is usually 500-700 visitors. Obviously, the 
First Lady's participation would draw a larger crowd and generate much media interest. 
It is a wonderfully patriotic event in a lovely and controllable setting (security is easily 
established and maintained, as noted by frequent use ofthe site for Presidential helicopter 
landings). 

Enclosed are the press releases for the tattoos we held last summer to honor Questers 
President Sandra Lee DeCorte, Smithsonian historian Lonn Taylor, and Lieutenant 
General James F. Frellerd along with several photos of past ceremonies. 

If this proposal is agreeable, I will be happy to work with you or your designee to 
detemiine the preferred military unit and a suitable dale for Mrs. Clinton. I can be 
contacled at the above mailing address or by telephone al (410) 962-4290, ext. 223. 1 
look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

Kathryn Dl._Cook 
Superintendent 

Enclosures 

cc: Regional Director, Northeast Region 
Associate Director for Cultural Resource Stewardship and Partnerships, WASO 



NEWS RELEASE u.s.departmentof the interior 

national park service 
For Immediate Release • Paul E. Plamann 

For Immediate Release 
July 1, 1998 

Paul E. Plamann 
(410) 962-4290 ex. 240 

MARINE UNITS TO PERFORM AT FORT MCHENRY "TATTOO" 
HONORING INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT 

Sandra Lee DeCorte, I n t e r n a t i o n a l President of the Questers, 

w i l l be made "Honorary Colonel of the Fort McHenry Guard" a t t h i s 

season's f i r s t Tattoo ceremony at Fort McHenry National Monument 

and H i s t o r i c Shrine on Sunday, JULY 12, a t 6:30 p.m. The program 

and parking are FREE. 

Mrs. DeCorte, as President of the Questers, represents over 
14,000 members engaged i n supporting h i s t o r i c p reservation p r o j e c t s 
i n the United States and Canada. At Fort McHenry, the Questers 
have made several generous donations toward the design and 
con s t r u c t i o n of new e x h i b i t s i n the Commanding O f f i c e r ' s Quarters, 
scheduled f o r completion t h i s f a l l . They have a c t i v e l y encouraged 
t h e i r membership t o v i s i t the park and become more involved i n t h i s 
p r o j e c t as park "partners." 

Featured a t t h i s week's program w i l l be the famous United 
States Marine Corps B a t t l e Color Detachment c o n s i s t i n g of the U.S. 
Marine Drum & Bugle Corps, Color Guard and S i l e n t D r i l l Platoon 
from Marine Barracks, Washington, D.C. They w i l l perform a program 
of music and sp e c i a l d r i l l r o u t i n e s . 

They w i l l be jo i n e d by the Fort McHenry Guard, a group of 
volunteers uniformed as the War of 1812 defenders of Baltimore, i n 
a di s p l a y of m i l i t a r y pageantry. 

The next Tattoos of the 1998 season w i l l be on Sundays, JULY 
19 & AUGUST 23 when guest u n i t s of the U.S. Army's "Old Guard" w i l l 
perform along w i t h the Fort McHenry Guard. For more i n f o r m a t i o n 
c a l l (410) 962-4290. 

Fort McHenry National Monument and H i s t o r i c Shrine i s located 
i n South Baltimore, three miles from the Inner Harbor, a t the end 
of East Fort Avenue. 

* * * * * 

Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine Baltimore, Maryland 21230-5393 



NEWS RELEASE u.s.departmentof the Interior 

national park service 
For Immediate Release 
J u l y 10, 1998 

Paul E. Plamann 
(410) 962-4290 ex. 240 

ARMY UNITS TO PERFORM AT FORT MCHENRY "TATTOO" 
HONORING SMITHSONIAN HISTORIAN 

Lonn Wood T a y l o r , H i s t o r i a n w i t h t h e N a t i o n a l Museum o f 

American H i s t o r y a t t h e Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n , w i l l be made 

"Honorary C o l o n e l o f t h e F o r t McHenry Guard" a t t h i s season's 

second T a t t o o ceremony a t F o r t McHenry N a t i o n a l Monument and 

H i s t o r i c S h r i n e on Sunday, JULY 19, a t 6:30 p.m. The program and 

p a r k i n g are FREE. 

Mr. T a y l o r , as H i s t o r i a n i n t h e D i v i s i o n o f S o c i a l H i s t o r y a t 
the N a t i o n a l Museum of American H i s t o r y , has served as t h e I n t e r i m 
C u r a t o r o f t h e o r i g i n a l Star-Spangled Banner f o r t h e p a s t two 
years. I n 1996, t h e Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n launched a 
comprehensive program t o examine and pr e s e r v e t h i s n a t i o n a l i c o n 
t h a t f l e w over F o r t McHenry a t th e t i m e o f t h e bombardment i n 1814. 
During h i s t e n u r e on t h i s p r o j e c t , Mr. T a y l o r has conducted 
e x t e n s i v e r e s e a r c h on t h e " u n t o l d s t o r y " o f t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e 
banner i n a combined e f f o r t w i t h t h e s t a f f a t F o r t McHenry. T h i s 
i m p o r t a n t r e s e a r c h w i l l not o n l y f u r t h e r our knowledge about t h e 
f l a g b u t w i l l a l s o be o f v i t a l importance t o t h e c o n s e r v a t o r s who 
w i l l be c o n d u c t i n g p r e s e r v a t i o n t r e a t m e n t on t h e banner i n t h e 
coming year. 

Featured a t t h i s week's program w i l l be t h e F i f e and Drum 
Corps, C o n t i n e n t a l C o l o r Guard, and D r i l l Team - a l l u n i t s o f t h e 
U.S. Army's "Old Guard" from Washington, D.C. They w i l l p e r f o r m a 
program o f e a r l y American music and s p e c i a l d r i l l r o u t i n e s . 

They w i l l be j o i n e d by t h e F o r t McHenry Guard, a group o f 
v o l u n t e e r s u n i f o r m e d as the War o f 1812 defenders o f B a l t i m o r e . 
That defense was t h e source o f i n s p i r a t i o n o f F r a n c i s S c o t t Key's 
"The Star-Spangled Banner." 

The f i n a l T a t t o o o f the 1998 season w i l l be on Sunday, AUGUST 
23 when a g a i n , t h e guest u n i t s o f . t h e U.S. Army w i l l p e r f o r m a l o n g 
w i t h t h e F o r t McHenry Guard. For more i n f o r m a t i o n c a l l (410) 962-
4290 . 

* * * * * 

Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine Baltimore, Maryland 21230-5393 



NEWS RELEASE U.S. department ofthe interior 

national park service For Immediate Release 
August 14, 1998 

Paul E. Plamann 
(410) 962-4290 ex.240 

ARMY UNITS TO PERFORM AT FORT MCHENRY "TATTOO" 
HONORING MARYLAND NATIONAL GUARD COMMANDER 

Lieutenant General James F. F r e t t e r d , the Adjutant General, 

Maryland National Guard w i l l be made "Honorary Colonel of the Fort 

McHenry Guard" a t t h i s season's f i n a l Tattoo ceremony a t Fort 

McHenry National Monument and H i s t o r i c Shrine on Sunday, AUGUST 23, 

at 6:30 p.m. The program and parking are FREE. 

Lt . Gen. F r e t t e r d i s responsible f o r the command, deployment 
and readiness of more than 8,000 members of the Maryland Army and 
Ai r National Guard. I n t h i s capacity he has become involved i n the 
mission of Fort McHenry and i t s f r i e n d ' s group - the P a t r i o t s of 
Fort McHenry. He has provided National Guard support f o r numerous 
special events a t the Fort. These include A-10 and C130 f l y o v e r s , 
parachutists from "Huey" h e l i c o p t e r s , m a r t i a l music by the 229th 
Maryland Army National Guard Band, and a r t i l l e r y barrages by the 
2nd B a t t a l i o n , 110th F i e l d A r t i l l e r y . Of L t . Gen. F r e t t e r d , 
P a t r i o t s ' board member Col. Vernon Sevier s a i d , he i s "a great 
Marylander, superb p a t r i o t , and the leader of a National Guard t h a t 
i s second t o none i n the 50 s t a t e s . " Fort McHenry Superintendent 
Kathryn Cook c a l l s h i s s e l e c t i o n as "Honorary Colonel" a " f i t t i n g 
thank-you f o r h i s continued support of the f o r t , the P a t r i o t s , and 
our annual s p e c i a l events." 

"Tattoo" i s a program of music and sp e c i a l d r i l l r o u t i n e s . 
Performing i n t h i s week's program w i l l the Fort McHenry Guard, the 
U.S. Army's "Old Guard" F i f e and Drum Corps, t h e i r C o l o n i a l Color 
Guard and D r i l l Team. The Fort McHenry Guard, volunteers uniformed 
as the s o l d i e r s and s a i l o r s who defended Baltimore against the 
B r i t i s h i n the War of 1812, w i l l demonstrate e a r l y 19th a r t i l l e r y 
and i n f a n t r y d r i l l r o u t i n e s . I n c o n t r a s t , the Army's D r i l l Team 
w i l l f eature the close-ordered d r i l l r o u t i n e s of today's m i l i t a r y . 

Fort McHenry National Monument and H i s t o r i c Shrine i s located 
i n South Baltimore, three miles from the Inner Harbor, a t the end 
of East Fort Avenue. 

* * * * * 

Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine Baltimore, Maryland 21230-5393 



The Fort McHenry Guard on the Parade Ground 

Introduction and Opening Statement by the Superintendent 



Guest Military Band Enters 
United States Army's "Old Guard" Fiî e & Drum Corps 

Guest Military Band Program 
Unites States Army's "Old Guard" Fife & Drum Corps 



Fori McHenry Guard Program 

Trooping of the Line by the Honorary Colonel 



Guest Miiilaiy Band Retires to Edge of Parade Ground 
Uniled States Marine Corps Drum & Bugle Corps 

"Taps" 
Fort McHenry Guard 


